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(t.)  £19,772,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  Broadmoor, Criminal  Lunatic  Asylum. 
— After  short  debate.  Vote  agreed  to  . ,       *  , ,  , .      641 
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Bvrnr — Civil  Service  Estimates— Committee — eantinued. 

(3.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sam,  not  exceeding  £38,801,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March 
1885,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Lord  Advocate's  Department,  and  others, 
connected  with  Criminal  Proceedings  in  Scotland,  including  certain  Allowances 
under  the  Act  16  and  16  Vic.  c.  83 "  ..  ..  ..       542 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £38,131,  bo 
granted,  &c.,"—(Z)r.  Cameron  :)—MUit  debate,  Question  put:— The  Committee 
divided;  Ayes  19,  Noes  68  ;  Majority  39.—  (Div.  List.  No.  184.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(4.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £42,657,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March 

1885,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Courts  of  Law  and  Justice  in  Scotland, 

and  other  Legal  Charges "  ..  .,  ..  ..       t56 

After  short  debate.  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  Tliat  a  sum,  not  exceed- 
ing £42,167,  be  granted,  &c.," — {Dr.  Cameron  :) — Question  put : — The  Committee 
divided;  Ayes  23,  Noes  69;  MMority  36.— (Div.  List,  No.  186.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed    . .  . .  . .  . .      663 

After  short  debate.  Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(S.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £24,603^  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  pajrment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March 

1886,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Offices  in  Her  Majesty's  General 
Register  House,  Edinburgh "         . ,  . .  . .  . .       668 

After  short  debate.  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  ex- 
ceeding £24,103,  be  granted,  Jkc," — {Mr.  Frater-Aackintoth  :)—QaBBtioii  put: — 
The  Committee  divided;  Ayes  19,  Noes  64 ;  Majority  46.— (Div.  List,  No.  186.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(6.)  £79,897,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Prisons  (Scotland). — After  short  debate.  Vote 
agreed  to  .,  ..  ..  ..  .,       681 

(7.)  £60,066,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  in  Ireland. 

(8.)  £786,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  Admiralty  Court  Registry,  Ireland. 

(9.)  £1,613,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  Registry  of  Judgments,  Ireland. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £99,980,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charg*  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March 
1886,  for  the  Expenses  of  the  General  Prisons  Board  in  Ireland,  and  of  the  Prisons 
under  their  control ;  and  of  the  Registration  of  Habitual  Criminals"  ..       684 

Moved,  "  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again," — {Mr. 
Mealy :) — After  short  debate.  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not   exceeding  £61,944,   be  • 

granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March 
1886,  for  the  Expenses  of  Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools  in  Ireland  "  . .      584 

After  short  debate.  Motion,  by  leave,  mthdrawn. 

(10.)  £4,066,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  Dundrum  Criminal  Lunatic  Asylum,  Ire- 
lajod. — After  short  debate,  Vote  agreed  to  .,  . .  . .      686. 

Class  IV. — Education,  Science,  and  Art. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £284,825,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  SIst  day  of  March 
1885,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Science  and  Art  Department,  and  of  the 
Establishments  connected  therewith  "  . .  . .  . .     686- 

Moved,  "  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again," — {Mr. 
Warton :)  — Motion  agreed  to. 

Sesolutions  to  be  reported  upon  Monday  next ;  Committee  also  report  Pro- 
gress ;  to  sit  a(cain  upon  Monday  next. 

PnbUc  Works  Loans  Bill  [Bill  299]— 

Bill  eoniidered  in  Committee     . .  . .  . .  . .     587 

After  short  time  spent  therein,  Bill  reported,  without  Amendment ;  to  be 
jrend  the  third  time  upon  Monday  next. 
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Ulster  Canal  and  Tteone  Navigation  [Cost  of  Ebpairs] — 

Contidered  in  Committee  . .  . .  . .  . .     595 

Moved,  "  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the  payment,  oat  of  moneys  to  be  provided 
by  Parliament,  of  the  Costs  of  Repairs  of  the  Canals,  which  may  become  payable 
under  the  provisions  of  any  Act  of  the  present  Session  to  transfer  the  TTlater  Canal 
and  the  Tyrone  Navigation  to  the  Lagan  Navigation  Company." 

After  short  debate,   Question  put,  and  agreed  to  : — Besolution  to  be  re- 
ported upon  Monday  next. 

Magistrates  (Ireland)-  Salaries  Bill  [Bill  292]— 

,    Ifowif,  "  That  the  Second  Beading  be  deferred," — {Mr.  Courtney)  ..     596 

After  short  debate,  Question  put,  and  agreed  to : — Second  Beading  deferred 
till  Monday  next. 

Prosecution  of  Offences  Bill  [Bill  287]— 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time," — {Mr.  Courtney)      . .     596 
After  short  debate,   Question  put,   and  agreed  to : — Bill  read  -a  second 
time,  and  committed  for  Monday  next. 

Revenue,  &c.  Bill  [Bill  800]— 
Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time," — {Mr.  Courtney)    . .     697 
Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Moved,  "  That  this  House  will,  upon  Tuesday  next,  resolve  itself  into 

Committee  on  the  said  Bill," — {Mr.  Courtney) 
Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  "  Tuesday,"  and  insert "  Thursday," — 

{Mr.  Warton,) — instead  thereof. 
Question  put,    "That  'Tuesday'  stand  part  of  the  Question:" — The 

House  divided:  Ayes  53,  Noes  2 ;  Majority  51. — (Div.  List,  No.  188.) 
Committee  upon  Tuesday  next. 

Infants  Bill  [Bill  14]— 
Bill  considered  in  Committee  {^Progrett  22nd  Jutyl  . .  ,.   598 

After  some  time  spent  therein,  Bill  reported ;  as  amended,  to  be  considered 
upon  Tuesday  next,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  308.] 

Uetropolitan  Asylums  Board  (Borrowing  Powers)  BiH—Ordeiai  {Sir  Chariet 

Dilke,  Mr.  Qeorge  Riuielt) ;  pretented,  and  read  the  first  time  [Bill  310]  . .       610 

PabliC  Health  (Ireland)  (Districts)  Bill— 0;-<fer<rf  {Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland) ; 

prMm<«{,  and  read  the  first  time  [Bill  311]  ..  ..  ,.     611 
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The  Wellington  Statue — Question,  Observations,  Lord  Denman;  Beply, 

Lord  Sudeley  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .     612 

Public  Business — Bubgh  Police  and  Health  (Scotland)  Bill — Question, 

Observations,  Lord  Balfour ;  Beply,  The  Earl  of  Dalhousie  . .     612 

Egypt— The  Confeeence— Question,  The  Marquess  of  Salisbury ;  Answer, 

Earl  GbanviUe  . .  . .  . .  . .     613 

Arht — Ordnance  Depaetmbnt — New  Suall-Bobe  Biflb— Observations, 
The  Earl  of  Wemyss ;  Beply,  The  Earl  of  Morley ;  Observations,  Lord 
Chelmsford     ..  ..  ..  ..  ..614 

Abut   (Offioees)  —  Voluntaby   Betibbments  —  The   New  Wabbant  — 
Motion  foe  an  Addekss — 
Moved  for — 

Return  of  number  of  first  appointments  to  cavalry  and  infantry  of  line  respectively 
{excluding  household  cavalry,  foot  guards,  and  colonial  corps)  in  1880,  1881,  1882, 
1883  ;  number  of  lieutenants  promoted  captains  in  cavalry  and  infantry  of  the  line, 
respectively,  in  each  of  those  j'ears;  and  number  of  cavalry  regiments  and  line 
battalions  on  establishment, — {The  Earl  of  Powii)      ..  .,  ••617 

After  short  debate,  Motion  agreed  to. 
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Motion  agreed  to  : — ^6111  read  2*  accordingly,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  TTiunday  next. 
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High  Court  of  Justice  in  Ireland— (a.)  At  the  close  of  the  year  1877  (seven)  ;  (i.) 
At  the  close  of  the  year  1883  (three)  ;  (c.)  The  total  gross  annual  rental  of  such  estates. 

"  II.  Return  of — (a.)  Total  amount  of  the  costs  of  passing  receivers  accounts  taxed  in 
the  year  1883 ;  (i.)  Total  amount  of  receivers  miscellaneous  costs  taxed  in^the  year 
1883  ;  (e.)  Total  amount  of  costs  of  the  petitioner  or  other  the  person  having  carriage 
of  the  proceedings  in  receiving  matters  taxed  in  the  year  1883," — {The  Marquett  of 
WaUrfori)  ..  ..  ..  .,  ..      621 

After  short  debate,  Motion  agreed  to : — Beturns  ordered  to  be  laid  before 
the  House. 

Law  and  Police  (Meteopolis) — The  Reform  Demonstbation — Question, 
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read  the  third  time. 

Q  V  E8TI  0N8. 
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court ..  ..  ..  ..  ..669 

Egypt  (Events  in  the  Soudan)— The  Treaty  with  Abyssinia — Ques- 
tion, Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson  ;  Answer,  Lord  Edmond  Fitzmaurice  . .     670 

Parliament — The  House  of  Lords  and  the  Eepresentation  of  the 
People  Bill — Notice  of  Eesolution,  Mr.  Willis ;  Question,  Mr.  New- 
degate ;  Answer,  Mr.  Gladstone  . .  . .  . .     670 

OBDERS    OF    THE    DAY. 
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STJPPLY — eotuiitred  in  Committee — ^Army  Estimates- 

(In  the  Committee.) 

(I.)  £31,600,  Miscellaneous  Effeotivo  Service*. — After  long  debate.  Vote  agreed  to  ..  671 

(».)  £245,200,  War  OfiSce.  -After  debate,  Vote  agreed  to                  ..                        . .  726 

(3.)  £20,300,  Rewards  for  Distinguished  Services. — After  short  debate,  Vote  agreed  to  743 
(4.)  £77,000,  Half  Pay. 

VOL.  (XJXCI.   [tbibd  8sai£8.]         [    (^    ] 
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SirpFLT— AsicT  EsTiMATEa— Committee— c«n<>)iw(;. 

fS)  jEI  ,193,900,  Retired  Pay,  &c.— After  short  debate,  Vote  agried  to  . .       746 

(6.)  £120,000,  Widows'  Pensions,  &o. 

(J.)  £17,000,  Pensions  for  Wounds. 

(8.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £33,200,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  for  Chelsea  and  Eilmainham  Hos- 
pitals and  the  In-Pensioners  thereof,  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during 
theyear  ending  on  the  31  st  day  of  March  1885"   ..  ..  ..763 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £33,000,  be 
granted,  &c.," — {Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor.-)— After  short  debate,  Motien,  by  leare, 
mtAdraum. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(9.J  £1,411,000,  Out-Pensions.— After  short  debate.  Vote  «y««<i'»  ••       7W 

(lo.)  £190,000,  Superannuation  Allowances. 

(ii.)  £60,100,  Retired  Allowances,  &c.  to  Officers  of  the  Militia,  Yeomanry,  and 
Volunteer  Forces. — After  short  debate.  Vote  agreed  to  ..  . .       762 

Navy  Estimates. 

(i2.)  £62,600,  Medicines  and  Medical  Stores,  &c. 

(13.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £10,400,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Expense  of  Martial  Law,  &c.  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  diUring  the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March  1385  "       , .       763 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £10,150,  be 
granted,  &c.," — [Captain  Maxwell-Heron  ;)— After  debate,  Question  put : — ^The 
Committee  divided;  Ayes  21,  Koes  61 ;  Majority  30. — (Div.  List,  Ko.  190.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed      . .  . .  . .  . .       781 

After  short  debate,  Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(14.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding £11R,900,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Expense  of  various  Miscellaneous  Services, 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day 
of  March  1886  "     . .  . .  . .  . .  . .      782 

After  short  debate.  Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Pro- 
gross,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again," — [Mr.  Kenny,) — put,  and  negatived. 

Original  Question  again  proposed       . .  . .  . .  , .       785 

After  short  debate.  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceed, 
ing  £1 12,400,  be  granted,  &o."—(Mr.  Kenny  .-)— After  furtherjshort  debate.  Motion, 
by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(it,.)  £853,900,  Half-Pay,  Reserved  Half-Pay,  and  Retired  Pay  to  Officers  of  the 
Navy  and  Marines. — After  short  debate.  Vote  agreed  to  ..  . ,     790 

(16.)  £889,600,  Military  Pensions  and  Allowances. 

(17.)  £328,400,  Civil  Pensions  and  Allowances. 

(18.)  £130,900,  Extra  Estimate  for  Services  not  Kaval.— Freight,  &c.  on  Account  of 
the  Army  Department. 

(19.)  £166,007,  Oreenwich  Hospital  and  School. 

Besolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow  ;  Committee  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 

Magistrates  (Ireland)  Salaries  Bill  [Bill  292]— 
Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time," — {Mr.  Courlnty)       . .     791 
After  debate,  Moved,   "That  the   Debate  be   now   adjourned," — {Mr. 
Small:) — Question  put: — The  House  dividtd :  Ayea  11,  Noes  38;  Ma- 
jority 27.— (Div.  List,  No.  191.) 
Question  again  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time  "    . .     821 

Amendment  proposed. 

To  leave  out  from  the  word  "  That "  to  the  end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the 
words  "  at  this  period  of  the  Session  this  House  is  not  prepared  to  proceed  with  a  Bill 
of  such  importance  involving  grave  considerations  of  Irish  policy," — {Mr.  Deaty,) 
— instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Question  :  " — After  short  debate,  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Movtd,  "That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned," — {Mr.  Courtney:) — 
Motion  agreed  to  : — Debate  adjourned  till  To-morrow. 

Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill  [Bill  306]— 
Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time  "  . .  . .     835 

After  short  debate.  Motion  agreed  to ; — Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted for  To-morrow. 
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Metropolitan  Asylums  Board  (Borrowing  Powers)  Bill  [Bill  310] 
Mov$d,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time,"— (/Sir  Charht  W. 
Ifitit)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..836 

Motion  agreed  to : — ^Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  eommitted  for  To'morrow. 


Ulster  Canal  and  Tyrone  ITavigatioa  Bill— 

Viacount  Chichton,  Mr.  Arthuk  0'CoNNOH,Jand  Mr.  Covbtnet,  nominated  Member* 
of  the  Select  Committee. 

AGKion-TiJE.u,  Laboueees  (Ireland) — 

Ordered,  That  Sir  Hebtet  Bruce  be  discharged  from  further  attendance  on  the  Select 
Committee : — Mr.  Coeet  added  to  the  Committee, — (Mr.  Solicitor  Oeneral  fw 
Ireland.)  [5.15.] 

LOEDS,  TUESDAY,  JULY  29. 

Peivate  Bills — Amendmbnts  to  Standing  Obdebs — ^Eesolutions — 

Moved,  "That  the  Standing  Orders  relating  to  Private  Bills  be  amended— (1.)  All  Bills 
(not  being  Estate  Bills)  seeking  power,  with  reference  to  certain  subjects  (which  are 
set  out  at  length),  are  in  their  Orders  termed  Local  Bills,  and  are  divided  into  two 
classes,  according  to  the  subjects  to  which  they  respectively  relate.  (2.)  Kotices  in 
reference  to  Street  Tramways  Bills;  Subway  Bills;  diversions  of  water — deposit  of 
maps,  plans,  and  diagrams ;  deposit  of  Bills  precedent  to  applications ;  estimates ; 
proofs  of  consent ;  restrictions  as  to  mortgage  [and  other  particulars]," — ( The  £arl 
of  SedetdaU)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..      836 

After  short  debate,  Motion  agreed  to. 

Moved, ' '  That  the  Standing  Orders  in  relation  to  Labouring  Class  Dwellings  be  amended, 
and  New  Orders  added,"— (Tie  Marquees  of  Saliabury.) 

Motion  agreed  to : — The  said  Orders  to  he  printed,  as  amended.  (No.  224.) 

Eotft — The  Confekence— Question,  The  Marquess  of  Salisbury  ;  Answer, 

Earl  Granville  ..  ..  ..  ..838 

LrrEBATTTEB,    SciEWCE,    AND  AeT — NATIONAL  PoHTBAIT  GaLLEEY — QuCStion, 

Observations,  Lord  Forbes,  Lord  Lamington ;  Replies,  Lord  Thurlow        888 
The  Suez  Cana£— Observations,  Lord  Lamia  gton;  Beply,  Earl  Qranville       839 

[6.0.] 

COMMONS,  TUESDAY,  JULY  29. 
PRIVATE    BUSINESS. 


Brhtol  Corporation  {Boekt  Purchate)  Bill  ILordtl  {by  Order) — 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time  "  . .  . .     841 

Amendment  proposed. 

To  leave  out  from  the  word  "  That "  to  the  end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the 
words  "  this  House  declines  to  sanction  a  Bill  which  involves  the  principle  of 
trading  by  a  Corporation,  which  provides  for  the  sale  of  Docks  to  the  Corporation 
of  Bristol  at  an  excessive  price,  which  is  opposed  to  the  interests  of  the  ratepayers 
of  that  city,  which  is  obnoxious  to  a  large  number  if  not  the  majority  of  those  rate- 
payers, and  on  which  those  ratepayers  have  not  had  a  fair  opportunity  of  expressing 
their  views," — {Mr.  Warton,) — instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 

of  the  Question  :  " — After  short  debate,  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Main  Question  put : — Bill  read  a  seoond  time,  and  committed. 

RktI  of  Devon'*  Uttatei  Bill  [Zor(&] — ^Besoltjtion — 
Moved,  "  That,  in  the  case    of  the  Earl    of  Devon's   Estates  Bill  [Lords],    Standing 
Older  236  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time,"— {5iVCAarfc»jFor««r)     848 

-    Aft«r  idiort  debate^  Motion  agreed  to. 
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Great  Wntern  Railway  and  Bristol  and  Portithead  Pier  and  Railway  Com- 
panies BiU  [^Lords"] — ^Ekbolution — 

Moved,  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Great  'Weiterii  Railway  and  Bristol  and  Portishead  Pier 
and  Railway  Companies  Bill  [/-orrf«],  Standing  Orders  211,  236,  and  237  be  suspended, 
and  that  the  Committee  on  the  Bill  have  leave  to  sit  and  proceed  upon  Thursday 
neT.i,"  —  {Sir  Charle$  Fortttr)  ,.  ..  ..  ..    849 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  the  word  "Thursday,"  in  order  to 
insert  the  word  "Monday," — {Mr.  7F"(ir<o«, )— instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  'Thursday'  stand  part  of  the  Ques- 
tion :  "—After  short  debate,  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Q  VE8TI0N8. 


The  Congo  Eiver  —  The   Inteenational  Association  —  Questions,   Mr. 

Jacob  Bright,  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell;   Answers,  Lord  Edmond  Fitz- 

maurice  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .     850 

Afeioa    (South-West    Coast) — Angra    Pequena — Questions,   Sir  Henry 

Holland  ;  Answers,  Mr.  Evelyn  Ashley     . .  . .  . .     861 

Land   Law   (Ireland)   Aoi',    1881 — Clause    19— Loans  foe  Labourers' 

Cottages — Question,  Colonel  Colthurst ;  Answer,  Mr.  Trevelyan  . .  852 
lusH  Land  Commission  (Sub-Commission  No.  8) — Lay  Commissioners  at 

MoNAGHAN— Question,  Mr.  Healy ;  Answer,  Mr.  Trevelyan  . .     852 

Orime   and    Outrage   (Ireland) — Orangemen   and  Eoman  Catholics — 

Firing  into  a  Train — Question,  Lord  Arthur  Hill ;  Answer,  Mr.  Tre- 
velyan . .  . .  . .  . .  . .     853 

Ireland — Orange    Processions  —  The    12th    of    July    Celebrations — 

Orange  Arch,  Glenarm,  Co.  Antrim — Questions,  Lord  Arthur  Hill, 

Mr.  Sexton ;  Answers,  Mr.  Trevelyan        . .  , .  . .     864 

Poor  Law   (Ireland) — Election  of  Guardians — Inquiry  at  Oootehill, 

Co.  Tyrone — Questions,  Mr.  Healy  ;  Answers,  Mr.  Trevelyan  . .     855 

Ways    and   Means — ^Inland   Eevenue   Department — Light    Sovereigns 

AND  Half-Sovereions — Questious,  Sir  Eardley  Wilmot ;  Answers,  Mr. 

Courtney  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .     856 

Public  Health — Vaccination — The  Dewsbury  Guardians- Question,  Mr. 

Hopwood ;  Answer,  Mr.  George  Bussell  . .  . .  . .     856 

Industrial  Schools  (Ireland) — Tipperary  Grand  Jury,  South  Biding 

— Question,  Colonel  Colthurst;  Answer,  Mr.  Trevelyan. .  . .     857 

Literature,    Science,    and    Art — The    Eoyal   Academy — Question,    Sir 

Bobert  Peel ;  Answer,  Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre. .  . .  , .     857 

Army — Military    Pensioners— Competition    for    the   Civil   Service — 

Question,  Mr.  Greer ;  Answer,  The  Marquess  of  Hartington  . .     857 

Straits  Settlements — The  Eajah    of   Tenom— Crew  of  the  "Nisero" 

— Question,  Mr.  Storey ;  Answer,  Lord  Edmond  Fitzmaurice  . .     858 

Abyssinia — Concession  under  the  Treaty  of  Adowa — Questions,   Baron 

Henry  De  Worms,  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson  ;  Answers,  Lord  Edmond  Fitz- 
maurice . .  . .  . .  . .  . .     859 

Post    Office    (Scotland) — ^Postal  Faciuties   in  Lewis — Question,   Mr. 

Macfarlane ;  Answer,  Mr.  Fawcett  . .  , .  . .     860 

Ohuboh  of  England — The  EnglIsh  Church  at   Vienna — Questions,  Mr. 

Labouchere,  Mr.  Causton ;  Answers,  Lord  Edmond  Fitzmaurice  . .     860 

Foreign  Office— Frontier   Eegulations  on    the   Continent— Question, 

Mr.  Labouchere ;  Answer,  Lord  Edmond  Fitzmaurice    . .  . .     861 

Law  and  Police  (Ireland)— The  Arrest  of  Mr.  Chance — Questions,  Mr. 

Healy,  Mr.  Gray ;  Answers,  Mr.  Trevelyan  . ,  . .     861 

Irish  Land   Commission   (Sub-Commissioners) — Glebe  Lands   of  Drum- 

OREE,    Co.   Armagh — Question,  Colonel  King-Harman;  Answer,  Mr. 

Trevelyan        ..  .,  ,,  ,,  ,.864 
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LiTEBATUBE,    SoiENCE,    AND    Abt — The  Eoyal  Academy — Question,   Sir 
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Pabllament — The   House   of  Lobds  and   the   Eepeesentation  of  the 

People  Bill — Question,  Mr.  Labouchere  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Gladstone     . .     872 

LxTHAOY  Laws — "  Weldon  v.  Semple" — Questions,  Mr.  Molloy ;  Answers, 

Mr.  Gladstone  . .  . .  , .  . .     873 

EoTPT — The  Confebenoe— Questions,  Sir  Stafford  Northcote ;  Answers,  Mr. 

Gladstone        . .  . .  . .  . .  . .     878 

Pabliament — Business  of  the   House — Progress  of  Public  Business — 

Question,  Lord  Eandolph  Churchill ;  Answer,  Mr.  Gladstone  . ,     874 

Magistrates  (Ireland)  Salaries  Bill — Questions,  Mr.  Parnell,  Mr.  Gib- 
son, Sir  Joseph  M'Kenna ;  Answers,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
Mr.  Trevelyan  . .  . .  . .     874 

ORDERS    OF    THE    DAY. 


SUPPLY — eonaidered  in  Committee — Civil  Service  Estimates — 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Class  m. — Law  awd  Justice. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £12,670,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  en(ung  on  the  Slst  day  of  March 
1885,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Office  for  the  Begistration  of  Deeds  in 
Ireland"  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..       878 

After  short  debate,  Motion,  by  leave,  withdraicn. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £49,031,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come]  in  [course  of  payment  during  the  year  entUng  on  the  Slst  day  of  March 
1885,  of  Criminal  FrosecuUons  and  other  Law  Charges  in  Ireland,  includiDg  certain 
Allowances  under  the  Act  16  &  16  Vic.  c.  83  "       . .  . .  . .       881 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £47,431,  be 
granted,  &c.," — (Mr.  Sexton  :) — After  debate.  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed      . .  . .  . .  . .       920 

After  debate.  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£44,678,  be  granted,  &c.,"—(Jfr.  ^WAkj- O'Connor)  ..  ..963 

After  short  debate,  Question  put : — The  Committee  divided;  Ayes  29,  Koes  126  ; 
Majority  97.— (Div.  List,  No.  192.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed      . .  . .  . .  . .      969 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £45,031,  be 
granted,  &c," — {Ur.  Small  .•)— After  short  debate,  Moved,  "  That  the  Chairman  do 
report  FrogreM,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again,"— (^ir  John  Say ;)— Motion,  by  leave, 
withdrawn. 

Qneatioa  again  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £45,031,  be  granted,  &o.," — 
{Mr.amtO)  „  ..  „  ..      972 
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After  short  debate,  Moved,  "  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and  ask  leave  to 
sit  again," — {Sir  Berber!  Maxwell  .•)— After  farther  short  debate,  Question  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 

Bbvenve,  &o.  (Licbnob,  &o.) — 

Coruidered  in  Committee  . .  . .  . .  . .       979 

Besolution  agreed  to;  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 

Burgh  Police  and  Health  (Scotland)  (r«-«omm«<^«i)  Bill  [Bill  296  |— 
Order  for  Committee  read  : — Moved,  "  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chair"  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..979 

Amendment  proposed, 
To  leave  out  from  the  word  "That"  to  the  end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the 

words  "  this  House  'will,  upon  this  day  three  months,  resolve  itself  into  the  said 

Committee," — (Mr.  Sopwood,) — instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  Question :  " — After  debate,  Question  put: — The  House  dtiided; 
Ayes  58,  Noes  32  ;  Majority  26.— (Div.  List,  No.  193.) 

Main  Question,  "That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chair,"  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

Bill  «onn(2«r«(l  in  Committee  '..  ..  ..  ..1012 

Committee  report  Progress  ;  to  sit  again  upon  Thurtday. 

Chartered  Companies  Bill  [Bill  304]— 
Bill  <;o»«ti«r«i  in  Committee,  and  r«^or/«<f,  without  Amendment  ..   1012 

BiU  read  the  third  time,  and  pasted. 

Public  Health  (Ireland)  (Districts)  BUI  I  Bill  311]— 
Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time," — {Mr.    Solicitor 

General  for  Ireland)  ..  ,.  ..  ,.   1012 

After  short  debate,  Motion  agreed  to: — Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted  for  To-morrow. 

Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  Amendment  Bill  [^Lordt]  [Bill  307]— 
Bill  con«t(2«r«i  in  Committee     ..  ..  ..  ..1013 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again  upon  Thursday. 

Summary  Jurisdiction  (Repeal,  &cO  Bill  [Bill  204]— 
Lords  Amendments  considered  . .  . .  . .  1013 

After  short  debate,  Lords  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Infants  Bill  [BiU  308]— 
Moved,  "  That  the  Bill,  as  amended,  be  now  considered," — {Ur.  Bryee) ,,  1014 
Question  put,  and  tyreed  to.  [3.35.] 

COMMONS,  WEDNESDAY,  JULY  30. 
PRIVATE    BUSINESS. 


Sull,  BarnsUy,  and  West  Riding  Junction  Railway  and  Dock  {Money)  Bill — 

Moved, ' '  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Hull,  Bamsley,  and  West  Riding  Junction  Railway  and 

Dock  (Money)   Bill,   Standing  Orders  81,  207,  2U,  215.  and  239  be  suspended,  and 

that  the  Bill  be  now  taken  into  consideration,  provided  amended  prints  shall  have  been 

previously  deposited," — {Colonel  Gerard  Smith)  ..  ..  ..    1027 

After  debate.  Question  put : — The  House  divided ;  Ayes  12,  Noes  31 ; 

Majority  51.— (Div.  List,  No.  196.) 
Bill  considered :— Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  207,  323,  and  243  be  sua- 

poaded,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  timQ. 
Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
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Peacb  Pbeskevation  (Ieeland)  Act,  1881 — Police  Hut  at  Eathqoruao 

— Question,  Mr.  Leamy ;  Answer,  Mr.  TreTelyan  .,  ..   1049 

OBDEB    OF    THE    DAY. 


SUPPLY — eotmdwtd  in  Committee — Civil  Seevick  EenitATEs — 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Class  V. — Foeeion  and  Colonial  Seeviobs. 

Motion  made,  aad  QuoBtion  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exoeeding  £38,867  (including 
a  Supplementary  sum  of  £30,000),  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the 
sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  3  let  day  of  March  1835,  for  certain  Charges  connected  with 
the  Orange  Biver  Territory,  the  Transvaal,  Zaluland,  the  Island  of  St.  Helena,  and 
the  High  Commissioner  for  South  Africa "  ,,  ,.  ..    1050 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £38,567  (including 
a  Supplementary  sum  of  £30,000),  be  granted,  &c."— (Jfr.  Quy  Dawnay  ;)— After 
long  debate,  Question  put :— The  Committee  divided;  Ayes  99,  Noes  1S5  ;  Majority 
66.-(DiT.  List,  No.  197.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agrttd  to. 

Hesolution  to  be  reported  To-morrow ;  Committee  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 


Corrupt  Practices  (Suspension  of  Elections)  BiH— Ordered  (Ur.  dttorney  Oentral, 

ilr.  Solieitor  Oentral)  ;  pretenled,  and  read  the  first  time  [Bill  314]  . .  ••1126 

[e.o. 

LORDS,  THURSDAY,  JULY  31. 

Bepresentation  of  the  People  Bill— The  Marquess  of  Salisbury  and 

Mr.  Gladstone — ^Personal  Explanation,  The  Marquess  of  Salisbury. ,   1127 

Egypt — The  Confebenoe — Question,  The  Marquess  of  Salisbury ;  Answer, 

Earl  Granrille  ..  ..  ..  ..  1128 

Smoke  Nuisance  Abatement  (Metropolis)  Bill  (No.  109)— 
lfov0d,  «  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2',"— {The  Lord  Strathtden  and  Camp- 
hell)  ..  ••   1129 
After  short  debate,  on  Question?  their  Lordships  divided;  Contents  31, 

Not-Oontents  17 ;  Majority  14. 
Betohed  in  the  affirmative  : — Bill  read  2*  accordingly. 

Canal  Boats  Act  (1877)  Amendment  Bill  (No.  198)— 
Moved,  "  That  the  House  do  now  resolve  itself  into  Committee  upon  the 

said  Bill,"—(7^»  Zorrf  Carr^^on)  ..  ..  ..1139 

After  short  debate,  Motion  agreed  to : — House  in  Committee  accordingly. 
Amendments  made ;  the  Report  thereof  to  be  received  on  Twtday  next ; 

and  Bill  to  be  printed,  as  amended.   (No.  228.) 

Cholera  Hospitals  (Ireland)  Bill  (No.  204)— 
Moved,  "  That  the  House  do  now  resolve  itself  into  Committtee  upon  the 

NddBm,"— {The  Lord  Zeatie)  ..  ..  .,1142 

After  short  debate,  Motion  agreed  to : — House  in  Committee  accordingly. 
Amendmmita  made ;  the  Report  thereof  to  be  received  on  Mondaj/  next ; 

and  BOl  to  hejprmted,  em  amended.  (No.  229.) 
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Municipal  Elections  (Oorrupt  and  Illegal  Practices)  Bill— 

J/owrf,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2V'—(7%»^ar/o/iVor<Wro(»*)  ..  1146 

After  Bhort  debate,  Motion  agreed  to : — Bill  read  2*  accordingly,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

Tbase  and  Commerce — Commeeoial  Agkeements  with  Fobeign  Countries 
— Question,  Observations,  The  Earl  of  Harrowby ;  Reply  Earl  Gran- 
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Lothian ;  Answer,  The  Earl  of  Dalhousie  . .  . .  . .   1150 

[6.46.] 

COMMONS,  THUESDAY,  JULT  31. 
QUESTIONS. 

EoYAL  Ibish  Constabulaby — Seeoeant  Corbett — Question,  Mr.  Biggar; 

Answer,  Mr.  Trevelyan        ..  ..  ..  ..1150 

India    (Madras) — The    Land    Question    in    Malabar  —  Question,    Mr. 

Biggar ;  Answer,  Mr.  J.  K.  Cross  . .  . .  . .   1151 

India    (Madras) — Forest    Legislation — Act    5,    1882  —  Question,    Mr. 

Biggar;  Answer,  Mr.  J.  K.  Cross  . .  . .  . .   1151 

Poor  Law  (Ireland) — Election  of  Guardians,  Carlow  Union — Ques- 
tions, Mr.  Gray,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor;  Answers,  Mr.  Trevelyan        . .   1152 

Fishery  Piers  and   Harbours  (Ireland)— Teelin    Pier,  Co.  Donegal — 

Questions,  Mr.  Healy ;  Answers,  Mr.  Courtney  ..  ..   1164 

Post  Office  (Scotland) — Irregularities  in   South  Uist — Question,  Mr. 

Dick-Peddie ;  Answer,  Mr.  Fawcett  ..  ..  ..1155 

Irish  Land  Commission — Land  Valuation— Counties  Cavan  and  Leitrim 
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pensation— Question,  Mr.  W.  H.  Smith ;  Answer,  Sir  William  Har- 
court  . .  . .  . .  . .  ..   1169 
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Campbell ;  Answer,  Mr.  J.  K.  Cross  . .  . .  . .  1169 
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Ml-.  Labouchcre,  Mr.  Healy ;  Answers,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer ..  ..  ,,  ,,  ..   1160 
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Gibson ;  Answer,  The  Marquess  of  Hartington  ..  ..1161 

The  Eoyal  University  (Ireland) — The  Sustbntatiok   Fund— Question, 

Mr.  Healy ;  Answer,  Mr.  Trevelyan  ,.  ..  ..1162 

Education  Department  (Ireland)— Case  of  Mrs.  Craig- Sligo  Model 
Schools — Questions,  Mr.  Warton,  Mr.  Harrington ;  Answers,  Mr.  Tre- 
velyan . .  . .  . .  , .  . .  1163 

Army- The  Garrison   of   Dublin — Question,   Mr.  Tottenham ;  Answer, 

The  Marquess  of  Hartington  . .  . .  . .   1 163 

Egypt    (Eb-oroanization)  —  Autonomous    Institutions  —  Questions,   Sir 

George  Campbell ;  Answers,  Lord  Edmond  Fitzmaurice. .  . .   1164 
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swer, Lord  Edmond  Fitzmaurice  ..  ..  ..   1165 
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India — ^Eevenue  Settlement  Department — Native  Appointmbnts — Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Thorold  Eogers ;  Answer,  Mr.  J.  K.  Cross      ..  ..   1189 

ORDERS    OF    THE    DAY. 


SUPPLY — etnsidered  in  Committee — Civil  Service  Esthcateb — 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Class  III. — ^Law  and  Justice. 

(i.)  Motion  mado,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  ezceeding£49,031,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  Sist  day  of  March 

1885,  of  Criminal  Prosecutions  and  other  Law  Charges  in  Ireland,  includiDg  certain 
Allowances  under  the  Act  15  and  16  Vict.  c.  83." 

Whereupon  Motion   made,  and   Question   proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 

£45,031,  be  granted,  &c.,"—(^''- *»»««)  ••  ••  ••     ^'O 

After  debate,  Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Original  Question  put,  i^d  agreed  to. 

(i.)  £7,561,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy,  Ireland. — After 
short  debate.  Vote  agreed  to  ,.  ..  ..     1318 

(3.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £12,670,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  daring  the  year  ending  on  the  Slat  day  of 
March  1885,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  uf  the  Office  for  the  Registration  of 
Deeds  in  Ireland  "  . .  . .  . .  . .     1220 

After  short  debate,  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£11,670,  be  granted,  &c.," — {Ur.  Findlater  :) — After  further  short  debate,  Question 

?ut: — The  Committee  (;(ffi(f««?;  Ayes  28,  Noes  46;  Majority  17.— (Div.  List,  No. 
98.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(4.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £83,430 
(including  a  Supplementary  sum  of  £25,340),  bo  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1885,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Office  of  the  Irish  Land  Commission  "  . .  . .     1341 

After  debate.  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£82,680  (including  a  Supplementary  sum  of  £25,340),  be  granted,  &c.," — {Cohnel 
King-Harman  :) — After  further  short  debate,  Question  put,  and  negatited. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(5.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £86,094,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March 

1886,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Commissioners  of  Police,  the  Police 
Courts,  and  the  Metropolitan  Police  Establishment  of  Dublin  ''     . .  . .     1308 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £85,094,  be 
granted,  &c.,"—{3[r.  Healy  .•)— After  short  debate.  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed       ..  ..  ..  ,.     1324 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £?6,094,  be  granted, 
4c. :"— The  Committee  divided;  Ayes  19,  Noes  78;  Majority  64.— (Div.  List, 
No.  199.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Besolutions  to  be  reported. 

Sfotion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £51,944,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge 
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which  will  come  in  coarse  of  payment  during  the  yeai  ending  on  the  31st  day  of 
March  1885,  for  the  Expenses  of  Beformatory  and  Industrial  Schools  in  Ireland  "       1325 

Beeolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrou> ;  Committee  also  report  Progress ; 
to  sit  agaia  To-morrow. 

Revenue,  &c.  Bill  [Bm  800]— 

Bill  considered  in  Committee     . .  . .  . .  . ,   1325 

After  short  debate,  Bill  reported,  without  Amendment ;  to  be  read  the 
third  time  To-morrow. 

Criminal  Lunatics  Bill  [Bill  295]— 
Bill,  aa  amended,  considered  ..  . .  . .   1327 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  pasted. 

East  Indian  Unclaimed  Stocks  Bill  [Bill  269]— 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time," — {Mr.  J.  K.  Cross')  . .   1327 
After  short  debate,  Motion  agreed  to : — Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted tor  To-morrow. 

Cholera,  &c.  Protection  Bill  [Bill  303]— 

Bill  «oM((/«r«(^ in  Committee     ..  ..  '       .,  ..   1327 

Bill  reported;  as  amended,  to  be  considered  To-morrow. 

Infants  Bill  [Bill  808]— 
Farther  Proceeding  on  Consideration,  as  amended,  resumed  . .   1328 

After  short  debate,  Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Navy  and  Ahmt  ExPENDmjaB,  1882-3 — 

Cb««i<for(rf  in  Committee  ..  ..  ..  ..    1332 

Besolutions  agretd  to ;  to  be  reported  To-morrow.  [3.5.] 

LORDS,  FRIDAY,  AUGUST  1. 

OoLONiAL  Naval  Defence  Act,  1866— Colonial  Was  Vessels — Question, 
Observations,  The  Earl  of  Ashburnham ;  Reply,  The  Earl  of  North- 
brook: — Short  debate  thereon  ..  ..  ..   1338 

The  New  Pitblio  OyncES — The  Designs  foe  the  New  Admibalty  and 
Wab  Office — Question,  Observations,  The  Earl  of  Wemyss,  Viscount 
Barrington ;   Reply,  Lord  Sudeley  . .  . .  . .   1343 

Repeesentation  of  the  People  Bill — Notice   of  Question,  The  Earl  of 

Redesdale       . .  . .  . .  . .  . .    1346 

[5.80.] 

COMMONS,  FRIDAY,  AUGUST  1. 

PRIVATE    BUSINESS. 


Pabuamemt — Standinq  Obdsrs — ^Amendments — 

Standing  Order,  No.  1,  2nd  Class,  read        . .  . .  . .   1346 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  said  Standing  Order,  by  inserting,  after  the 
word  "  street,"  the  words — 

"  Sabway,  to  be  used  for  the  conveyance  of  passengers,  animals,  or  goods,  in  oairiages, 
or  trooks,  drawn  or  propelled  on  rails," — (Mr.  Helms.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted :  " — After  short 

debate,  Question  put,  and  agreed  to  ;  words  inserted  accordingly. 
Standing  Order  No.  6  read. 
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Justin  Huntly  M'Carthy ;  Answer,  The  Marquess  of  Hartington  ..  1365 
Navt — H.M.S.  "Garnet" — The  Inquiry  into  Charoes  aoainst  Officers 

— Question,  Mr.  Deasy;  Answer,  Mr.  Campbell-Bannerman  . .   1366 

Egypt    (Army    of    Occupation) — Bamleh    Barracks — Question,   Mr.    A. 

Boss ;  Answer,  The  Marquess  of  Hartington  .,  ..   1366 
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swer, Mr.  Gladstone  . .  . .  . .  . .   1367 
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MOTION. 

Pabliament — Business  of  the  House— Committee  of   Supply — Standing 
Order  425a — Eesolittion — 
Moved,  "  That,  for  the  remainder  of  the  Session,  the  Standing  Order  of  the  27th  of 
November,  1882,  relating  to  Notices  on  going  into  Committee  of  Supply  on  Monday 
and  ThuTsiday,  be  extended  to  Saturday," — [Afr.  Oladalont)  ..  ..    1367 

After  short  debate.  Question  put: — The  House  divided;  Ayes  123,  Noes 
23;  Majority  100.— (Div.  List,  No.  201.) 

ORDERS    OF    THE    DAY. 

Supply — Order  for  Committee  read ;  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chair : " — 

National  School  Teachers  (Ireland) — Eesolution — 

Amendment  proposed. 
To  leave  out  from  the  word  "  That "  to  the  end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the 
words  "  this  Houie  views  with  deep  regret  the  impossibility  of  at  present  intro> 
ducing  the  Education  Bill  for  Ireland  promised  last  year  by  the  Chief  ^Secretary,  and 
that,  I  seeing  the  hardships  which  the  Irish  National  Teachers  are  undoubtedly 
subjected  to,  and  the  necessity  which  exists  of  rendering  so  important  a  body  of 
public  servants  contented  with  their  work,  this  House  is  of  opinion  that  provision 
should  be  made  forthwith  to  improve  their  incomes  temporarily,  and  that  a  Bill 
removing  their  several  grievances  should  be  introduced  early  in  the  next  Session," 
— (ifr. /«»/!»  2fMn/;y  Jf'CarMy,)— instead  thereof  ..  .,    1377 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  Question  :  "—After  debate.  Question  put: — The  House  divided; 
Ayes  63,  Noes  61  ;  Majority  2.— (Div.  List,  No.  202.) 

Main  Question,  "  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chair,"  again  pro- 
posed : — 
Fabuaiibnt  —  Public  Bills  —  Unpeinted  Bills  —  Observations,  Mr. 
Warton  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1412 

Main  Question,   "That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Ohatr,"  put,  an4 
,     Ofrted  to. 
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(3.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "fThat  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £51,944,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary ,to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during^ the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March 
188S,  forthe  Expenses  of  Reformatory'and  Industrial  Schools  in  Ireland  "  ..     1416 

After  short  debate,  Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£61,844,  be  granted,  &c.,"— (Iff.  ifoore .)— The  Committee  divided;  Ayes  20,  Noes 
66  ;  Majority  46.— (Div.  List,  No.  203.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Class  IV. — Education,  Science,  and  Aet. 

(4.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £13,143,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  coarse  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March 
1885,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  National  Cfallery  "         . .  . .     1432 

After  short  debate,  Moved,  "  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and  ask  leave  to 
sit  again,"— (if r.  ^ij^ar  0— Question  put: — The  Committee  divided;  Ayes  18, 
Noes  66 ;  Majority  38.— (Div.  List,  No.  204.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed      . ,  . .  . .  . ,     1425 

Moved,  "  That  the  Chairman  do  now  leave  the  Chair," — {Xr.  Oray  .•) — ^After  short 
debate.  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed      . .  . .  . .  . .     1426 

Moved,  "That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again," — {Mr. 
Warton  :) — After  short  debate,  Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Original  Question  put,  SLui' agreed  to. 

(5.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,607,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sura  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March 
1885,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  National  Portrait  0-allery  "  . .     1428 

Moved,  "That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again,"— (ifr. 
Warton  :) — After  short  debate.  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

After  further  short  debate.  Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(6.)  £16,400,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Learned  Societies  and  Scientific  Investigation. 
— After  short  debate,  Vote  ay r««</ to  ..  ..  ..     (430 

(7.)  J8,346,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Uie  London  University. 

Besolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow;  Committee  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 

Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  Amendment  Bill  IZord*^  [Bill  307] 
Bill  eoniidertd  in  Committee  [^Progre$s  29/A  July']  ..  . ,   1432 

After  short  time  spent  therein,  Bill  reporUd;  as  amended,  to  be  considered 
upon  Monday  next. 

SUPBKME    COUHT     OF    JUDICATURE    (OhANCERT    ExAMINEBS'     OfFICB)     [Coit- 

fbnsation] 

Coneidered  in  Committee 

Seaolution  agreed  <«  ;  to  be  reported  upon  Monday  next.  12  151 
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EoTiT— The  Conference— Questions,  Sir  Stafford  Northcote,  Sir  George 

Campbell ;  .Answers,  Sir  William  Harcourt,  Mr.  Courtney  , .   1437 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 
lJ.vgua  2.]  Pag» 

ORDERS    OF    TEE   DAI. 
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After  long  debate.  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£840,095,  be  granted,  &c."—{Mr.  Parnell .)— After  further  debate.  Question  put  s 
— The  Committee  divided;  Ayes  33,  Noes  90;  Majority  67. — (Div.  List,  No.  206.) 

After  short  debate.  Original  Question  put,  and  agretd  to. 

Besolution  to  be  reported. 

Egypt — ^The  Coitfbbibnce  —Ministerial  Statement,  Mr.  Gladstone : — Short 

debate  thereon  . .  , .  '      . .  . .  1619 

Paeliamemt — Stjpplt — BusiHEss  OF  the  HoT7BE — 

Moved,  "  That  this  House  will  immediately  resolve  itself  into  Commit- 
tee of  Supply,"— (1/r.  Courttutf)  . .  . .  . .   1630 

After  short  debate.  Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  the  word  "  im- 
mediately," in  order  to  insert  the  words  "  upon  Monday  next," — {I^rd 
Randolph  Churehitl,) — instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word  'immediately'  stand  part  of  the 
Question  :  " — After  further  short  debate,  Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Question,  "That  the  words  'upon  Monday  next'  be  there  inserted,"  put, 
and  agreed  to. 

Committee  upon  Monday  noxi : — Besolution  to  be  reported  upon  Monday 
next. 

Supply — Eepoet — Besolutions  [let  August]  reported  ..  ,.  1539 
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sideration of  the  Besolution  be  adjourned,"— (i/r.  /F«rfo»,)— instead 
thereof. 
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Question:" — The  House  divided;  Ayes  36,  Noes  4  ;  Majority  32. — 
(Div.  List,  No.  206.) 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to  : — Subsequent  Besolutions  agreed  to. 

Postponed  Besolutions  to  be  considered  upon  Monday  next.  [8.15.] 

LOBDS,  MONDAY,  AUGUST  4. 
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the  Day  for  the  Second  Beading  dieeharged.  \^'\h\ 
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Abjct    (India)  —  Quartbbuastebs  —  Questions,    Mr.    T.    Thomhill,    Mr. 

Buchanan;  Answers,  Mr.  J.  E.  Gross        . .  . .  . .   1576 

Centbal  Asia — DELmrrATiON  of  the  Afohan  Fbontibe— Questions,  Mr. 

Onslow ;  Answers,  Mr.  Gladstone  . .  . .  . .  1577 

Parliament — Palace  of    WEsiMrasTEB- WESTMrNSTBB   Hall — Questions, 

Sir  George  Campbell,  Mr.  Oaveadish  Bentinck,  Mr.  Mitchell  Henry ; 

Answers,  Mr.  Gladstone,  Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre  . .  . .  1578 

The  Maqistbaoy  (Ibeland) — Mb.  Cliffobd  Lloyd — Questions,  Mr.  Healy; 

Answers,  Mr.  Gladstone,  Mr.  Courtney      . .  , .  . .   1579 

Egypt — Slavery — Thb     Convention    of     1877  —  Question,    Sir    George 

Campbell ;  Answer,  Lord  Edmond  Fitzmaurice  . .  . .   1679 

The  Austbalasian  Colonies — Confedebation— Questions,  Mr. Blake;  An- 

swers,  Mr.  Gladstone  ..  ..  ..  ..  1680 

EoYPT — Aemed  Steambbs  on  the  Nile — Question,  Mr.  Gourley;  Answer, 

Mr.  Campbell-Bannerman    , ,  . .  . .  . .  1581 

EoYPT — ^Policy  op  Her  Majesty's  Government — Questions,  Sir  StafiFord 

Northcote;  Answers,  Mr.  Gladstone  ..  ..  ..   1582 

Italy — Rome— The  Endowments   of  the  Propaganda — Questions,    Mr. 

O'Donnell,  Mr.  Gray ;  Answers,  Mr.  Gladstone  ..  ..   1683 

Supply — Relief  of   Genebal  Gobdon  (Vote  of  Cbedit) — Questions,   Sir 

Walter  B.  Barttelot,  Mr.  Joseph  Cowen,  Mr.  Labouohere,  Mr.  Ash- 

mead-Bartlett,  Sir  Stafiford  Northcote,  Mr.  Puleston,  Mr.  Newdegate, 

Lord  Randolph  Churchill,  Mr.  Bourke,  Mr.  J.  Lowther,  Mr.  W.  E. 

Forster,  Mr.  W.  H.  Smith ;  Answers,  Mr.  Gladstone,  The  Chancellor  of 

the  Exchequer  . .  . ,  . .  . .  1584 

Cbntbal  Asia — Deumitation  of  the   Afghan  Frontier — Question,  Mr. 

Onslow ;  Answer,  Lord  Edmond  Fitzmaurice  ..  ..   1687 

OB  DEES    OF    THE    DAY. 


1583 


SUPPLY — comidtred  in  Committee — OrviL  Sebviob  Estimates — 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Class  V. — Fobeion  and  Colonial  Services. 

(i.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  gum,  not  exceeding  £157,975 
(inclading  a  Supplementary  sum  of  £33,000),  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  "pay- 
ment during  the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March  1885,  for  the  Expenses 
of  Her  Majesty's  Embassies  and  Missions  Abroad  " 

After  long  debate.  Motion  mtide,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Item  of  £7,000, 
for  the  Salary  of  Her  Majesty's  Ambassador  at  Kome,  be  omitted  from  the  proposed 
Vote,"— (Jtf/-.  0'i)oM»s//.')— After  further  debate.  Question  pat:— The  Committee 
dividtd  ;  Ayes  26,  Noes  91  ;  Majority  65.— (Div.  List,  No.  207.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed    . ,  . .  , .  . .     16G9 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Item  of  £4,000,  for  Admiral 
Hewett's  Special  Mission  to  Abyssinia,  bo  omitted  from  the  proposed  Vote," — [Mr. 
if' Ooa».-)— After  debate.  Question  put: — The  Committee  divided;  Ayes  32,  Noes 
67  ;  Majority  35.— (Div.  List,  No.  208.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed    ..  ..  ..  .,    \%%li 

After  short  debate.  Original  Question  put,  and  9gr*td  to. 

VOL.  00X01.    [Toiao  tMaaa.J      f   /    1 
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Supply — Civil  Service  EsTniATE8->-Comiiiittee — continued. 

(a.)  £155,402  (inoludin)?  a  Supplementary  sum  of  £2,910),  to  complete  the  gum  for 
Consular  Services. — ^After  short  debate.  Vote  (wredrf  <o  ..  ••     1691 

(3.)  £25,670  (including  a  Supplementary  sura  of  £11,0S0),  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade.— After  short  debate.  Vote  agreed  to  _  . .     1706 

(4.)  £4,420,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Tonnage  Bounties,  &c.  and  Liberated  African 
Department. 
(6.)  £2,00S,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  Suez  Canal  (British  Directors). 

(6.)  £20,951,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Colonies,  Grants  in  Aid. 

(7.)  £17,300,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Subsidies  to  Telegraph  Companies. 

(8.)  £16,000,  for  Cyprus,  Grant  in  Aid.— After  short  debate,  Vote  agreed  to  . .     1707 

(9.)  £13,832,  for  Subsidy  to  Castle  Mail  Packets  Company. 

(10.)  £284,826,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Science  and  Art  Department. 

(11.)  £102,133,  to  complete  the  sum  for  British  Museum.— After  short  debate,  Vote 
agreed  to  ..  ..  . .  . .  . .     1708 

(12.)  £8,500  (including  a  Supplementary  sum  of  £2,600),  to  complete  the  sum  for 
University  Colleges,  Wales. 

(13.)  £4,262,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Deep  Sea  Exploring  Expedition  (Report). 

(14.)  £256,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Transit  of  Venus.— After  short  debate,  Vote 
agreed  to  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..     1703 

(15.)  £13,031,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Universities,  &c.  in  Scotland. 

(16.)  £1,700,  to  complete  the  sum  for  National  GhiUery,  &c.  in  Scotland. 

(17.)  £6,000,  for  Scottish  Historical  Portrait  Gallery. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,195,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March 
1885,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  National  School  Teachers'  Superan- 
nuation Office,  Dublin "  ..  ..  ..  ..     1709 

ifof<(<, "  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again,"— (JTr. 
Biggar :) — After  short  debate.  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed  : — Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

(18!)  £470,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  Endowed  Schools  Commissioners,  Ireland. 

(19.)  £1,441,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  National  Gallery  of  Ireland. 

EesolutioQs  to  ba  reported  To-morrow ;  Oommtttea  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 

Supply — Bepobt — ^Postponed  Eesolutions  [Ist  August]  eon»ider»i  . .  1710 

After  short  debate,  Itesolutions  agreed  to. 

Corrupt  Practices  (Suspension  of  Elections)  Bill  [Bill  314]— 
Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time," — {Jfr.  Attorney 

General)  ..  ..  .,  ..  ..   I7l0 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  the  word  "  now,"  in  ordsr  to  add  at 

the  end  of  the  Question  the    words  "  upon  this  day  month," — {Mr. 

War  ion.) 
Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  now'  stand  part  of  the  Question :  " 

— After  short  debate,   Question  put: — The  House  divided;  Ayes  50, 

Noes  2 ;  Majority  48.— (Div.  List,  No.  209.) 
Main  Question  put,  and  ^agreed  to : — BiU  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 

mitted  for  To-morrow. 

Yorkshire  Registries  Bill  LBill  316]— 

Lords  Amendments  considered  and  agreed  to  ,,  ,.  ..  1714 

Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  Amendment  Bill  ILorde']— 
Order  for  Consideration,  as  amended,  read  . .  . ,  . .   1714 

Bill  re-eommitted  in  respect  of  a  New  Clause  (Abolition  of  offices  of  sworn 
clerks  to  Examiners  in  Chancery) ;  eomidered  in  Committee,  and  re- 
ported :  as  amended,  eomidered ;  read  tha  third  time,  and  patted,  with 
Amendments.  [2.15.1 

LORDS,  TUESDAY,  AUGUST  6. 

E'JYPr  —Policy  of  Her  Majesty's  Government — Question,  The  Marquess 

of  Salisbury ;  Answer,  Earl  Chraurille       . .  . .  . ,  171& 
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Municipal  Eleotiona  (Corrupt  and  Illegal  Fractioes)  Bill- 
House  in  Oomtnittee  (according  to  order)  . .  . .  1716 
Amendment  made ;  tlie  Report  thereof  to  be  reoeired  on  Thwrtdty  next. 

FroBecution  of  Offences  Bill  (No.  233)— 
Movtd,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2',"— {The  Earl  of  Dalhousie)  ..  1720 

After  short  debate,  Motion  agreed  to : — Bill  read  2*  accordingly,  and  eem- 
milttd  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Thursday  next. 

Criminal  Lunatics  Bill  (No.  239)— 

Moved,  *'  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2',"—(Tfu  Etrl  of  Dalhoiuie)  . .  1721 

,    After  short  debate,  Motion  agreed  to : — Bill  read  2'  accordingly,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hou^e  on  Thursday  next. 

Ezpiringr  Laws  Continuance  Bill  (No.  236)— 
Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  3',"— (Z%»  Lord  Suieley)  . .     1723 

After  short  debate,  Bill  read  3*  accordingly,  and  patted. 

RsPaESBSTATIOS     OF    THE     PeOPLTS     BiLL    AND     EEDISTEIBffTION — Question, 

Observations,  The  Earl  of  Redesdale ;    Reply,  Earl  Granville  r^^hort 
debate  thereon  . ,  . .  . .  . .  1724 

PasLio  Health — DaAitfAOB  of  London — Observations,  Lord  Forbes;  Re- 
ply, The  Earl  of  Dalhousie  . .  . .  . .  . .  1731 

The  New  Public  Offices — Designs  foe  the  New  Admiealty  and  Wae 

Office — Observations,  Lord  Lamington ;  Reply,  Lord  Sudeley  . .   1736 

EiYPT— The  Poete  and  the  Soudan — Question,  Lord  Strathnaim;   An- 
swer, Earl  Qranville  ..  ..  ..  ..  1737 


[7.O.] 


COMMONS,  TUESDAY,  AUGUST  5. 
QUESTIONS. 


Ibeland — National  School,  Belfast — Use  of  Sohool-eoom  foe  Paetst 
PcTEPOSBS — Question,  Mr.  Healy ;  Answer,  The  Solicitor  General  for  Ire- 
land ..  ..  '..  ..  ..  1738 

Naval  Discipline  Act,  Clause  58 — Questions,   Sir  John   Hay;  Answers, 

The  Solicitor  General,  Mr.  CampbelUBannerman  . .  . .   1738 

Civil  Seeviob  Weitees — Oedee  in  Cou-vcil,  1876— Question,  Mr.  Arthur 

O'Connor ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ..  ..  1740 

Defences  of  the  Esipiee — Coalinq  Stations,  &o. — Question,  Sir  Henty 

Tyler ;  Answer,  The  Marquess  of  Hartington  . .  . .  1740. 

Eoypt  (Miutaet  Opeeations) — Rbpoet  on  the  Bombaedment  of  Alex- 
ANDEiA — Question,  Sir  Henry  Tyler ;  Answer,  The  Marquess  of  Hart- 
ington . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1741 

The  Royal  Ibish  Constabulaey — Head  Constable  Ibwin— Qnestions, 
Mr.  Healy,  Mr.  William  Redmond;  Answers,  The  Solicitor  General  for 
Ireland  ..  ..  ..  ..  1741 

BaiDOES  (Ieeland) — Drumhbeiff   Beidoe — Counties  Leiteim  and  Ros- 
common— Question,  Colonel  O'Beirne ;  Answer,  The  Solicitor  General 
for  Ireland      ..  ..  ..  ..  ..   1742 

The  Maoisteacy  (Ieeland) — ^Ma.  John  M'Mahon,  of  Ballybay,  Co. 
MoNAGHAN — Question,  Mr.  Healy ;  Answer,  The  Solicitor  General  for 
Ireland  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..   1748 

Law  and  Justice  (Ieeland)- The  Cbossmaglbn  Peisonbes— Qaestiona, 

Mr.  Healy ;  Answers,  The  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  ,.  1748 
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PooB   Law   (Ibblans)  —  Ei.EonoK   of   Guaedians,    OARitEKw    DnnsioiT, 

CooTEHiix  Union — ^The  Inquiey — "Mr.  Vaughan  Montgombbt,  J.P. 

— Question,  Mr.  Healy;  Answer,  The  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  . .  1744 
Thb  MAaisTRAoy  (Iebland) — ^Me.   Tipping,  J.P. — Question,   Mr.   Biggar; 

Answer,  The  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  . .  . .   1744 

Thb  Nobth  Sea  Fishbeiks — "  OooFEEnro  " — Qaestion,  Mr.  Birkbeok ;  An- 
swer, Lord  Edmond  Fitzmaurice  . .  . .  . .  1745 

Mbbohant  SHtppiNQ— Quabantine  ABEiNOBstBNrs  AT  Madbiea — Quostion, 

Mr.  Oaine ;  Answer,  Lord  Edmond  Fitzmaarlcs  ..  ..    1746 

Afeioa    (South) — ^The   Teansvaal  —  The    Boees  —  Question,     Mr.    Guy 

Dawnay ;  Answer,  Mr.  Chamberlain  . .  .  -.  . .  1746 

OoEBUPT   Peaotioes    (SUSPENSION   OF    Eleotions)     Bili. — Question,    Mr. 

Eaikes ;  Answer,  The  Attorney  General  . .  , .  . .   1747 

Colonial  Natal  Defence  Aor,  1866 — Colonial  Wae  |Vessbl8 —Question, 

Mr.  Blake;  Answer,  Mr.  Campbell-Bannerman  ..  ..   1747 

Navy — Dookyaed  Re-okganization — ■The   New   Scheme — Question,  Lord 

Randolph  Churchill ;  Answer,  Sir  Thomas  Brassey        ..  ..   1748 

Contagious    Diseases    (Animals)    Acts — "Wyoming    and     the    Cattle 

Disease" — Question,  Mr.  Albert  Grey ;  Answer,  Mr.  Dodson  ..   1749 

Meeohant    Shipping — The    Collision    in    the    Thames — Question,    Mr. 

Gourley;  Answer,  Mr.  Chamberlain  ..  ..  .,   1750 

Paeliamentaey  Elections — The   New  Registbe — Question,    Sir   Edward 

Watkin;  Answer,  Mr.  Hibbert  ,.  ..  ..   1750 

Education  Depaetment — ^Age  of   Childeen  leaving   School — Question, 

Mr.  W.  J.  Corbet ;  Answer,  Mr.  Mundella  ..  ..   1751 

India  (Madeas)— Flogging — Case  of  Maeiappen — Question,  Mr.  Biggar; 

Answer,  Mr.  J.  K.  Cross      . .  . .  . .  . .   1761 

Egypt — Tub    Confbeenoe — The   Ministeeial    Statement — Question,  Sir 

Stafiford  Northcote ;  Answer,  The  Marquess  of  Hartington ;  Obserra- 

tions,  Mr.  Gladstone  : — Short  debate  thereon  . ,  . .  1752 

ORDERS    OF    THE    DAY. 


SUPPLY — eon$id«red  in  Committee — Belief  of   Gbnebal  Goedon  (Vote 
of  Ceedit) — 

(In  the  Committee.) 

(i.)  Motion  made,  and  Queation  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £300,000,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  beyond  the  ordinary  Grants  of  Parliament  of  1881-6,  to   ■ 
enable  Her  Majesty  to  undertake  operations  for  the  relief  of  General  Gordon,  should 
they  become  necessary,  and  to  make  certain  preparations  in  respect  thereof  "     -.     1757 
After  long  debate.  Question  put : —The  Committee  diviitd ;  Ayes  174,  Noes  14; 
Majority  160.— (Div.  List,  No.  210.) 

Civil  Seevioe  Estimates — 

Class  IV. — Education,  Science,  and  Aet. 

;  (1.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £452,627,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  ofjpayment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  Slat  day  of  March 
188S,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Commissioners  of  National  Elucation  in 
Ireland"  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..     1796 

After  debate.  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Item  of  £25,568, 
for  Salaries  and  Wages,  be  omitted  from  the  proposed  Vote," — (Jtfr.  Arthur 
0^ Connor:) — After  further  debate,  Question  put ;— The  Committee  liiix'i^ ;  Ayes 
36,  Noes  71 ;  Majority  35.— (Div.  List,  No.  211.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed    . .  . .  , .  . .     1842 

After  debate,  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  the  item  of  £33,543, 
for  Model  Schools,  be  omitted  from  the  proposed  Vote," — (Jfr.  Gray :) — After 
further  short  debate.  Motion,  by  leave,  withdraton. 

Original  Question  again  proposed    ..  ..  ,,  ,,     1861 

After  short  debate,  Vote  agrtni  to. 
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8pfm,t— CiTii  SiBTici  EsTiKATRB— Committee— ei>n<«»«»rf. 

(3.}  Jtl,19S,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  Teachers'  Pension  Office,  Ireland.— After 
short  debate.  Vote  «fr««<{  <o  ..  ..  ,.  ..    1869 

(4.)  £1,250,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  Royal  Irish  Academy. 

OlASS  VI. — No^T-EfFEOTIVE  and  OhAEITABLB   SKEVIOBa. 

(5.}  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £206,823,  be 
granted  to  HerMajestr,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  3Ut  day  of  March 
1885,  for  Superannuation  and  Retired  Allowances  to  Persons  formerly  employed 
in  the  Public  Serrice,   and  for  Compassionate  or  other   Special  Allowances  and 
Gratuities  awarded  by  the  Commissioners  of  Hor  Majesty's  Treasury  "  .,     1870 

After  short  debate,  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£206,392,  be  granted,  &c.," — (Mr.  Bealt/  .•)— After  short  debate,  Question  put,  and 
negatived. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(6.)  £11,000,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Merchant  Seamen's  Fund  Pensions,  &o. 
(7.)  £461,000,  for  Pauper  Lunatics,  England. 
(8.)  £69,000,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Pauper  Lunatics,  Scotland. 
(9.)  £14,600,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Pauper  Lunatics,  Ireland. — ^After  short  debate, 
Vote  agreed  to         ..  . .  . .  , .  , .     1880 

(10.)  £12,747,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Hospitals  and  Infirmaries,  Ireland.— After 

diort  debate,  Vote  «^r««f  <o  ..  ..  .,  ,.     1887 

(11.)  £48,115,  for  Friendly  Societies  Deficiency. 

(la.)  £2,101,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Miscellaneous  Charitable  and  other  AUowanoes, 

Great  Britain. 
(13.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £2,648,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  3Ist  day  of  March 
1885,  for  certain  SliscelUuieous  Charitable  and  other  Allowances  in  Ireland  "  . ,     1888 

After  short  debate.  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£2,604,  be  granted,  &o.," — (Mr.  Healy :) — After  further  short  debate,  Motion,  by 
leave,  withdrawn. 
Originiil  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
(14.)  £875,  for  Redemption  of  Consolidated  Fund  Allowances. 

Class  VJUL. — ^Misoellaiteotjs. 

(i  j.)  £18,776,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Temporary  Commissions. 
(16.)  £4,693,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Miscellaneous  Expenses. — After  short  debate, 
Vote  agreed  to        ..  .,  , .  . .  , ,     1890 

Besolutions  to  be  reported  To-morroio ;  Committee  to  eit  again  To-morrow. 

SuTPLT — ^Report — Besolutions  [4th  August]  reported  . .  , .  1890 

First  Two  Besolutions  agreed  to. 
Third  Besolution  postponed. 
Fourth  and  Fifth  Besolutions  agreed  to. 
Sixth  Besolution  postponed. 
Eleven  following  Besolutions  agreed  to. 

"  (18.)  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £470,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete 
the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  Slat  day  of  March  1886,  for  the  Expenses  of  the 
Office  of  the  Commissioners  of  Education  in  Ireland  appointed  for  the  Regulation 
of  Endowed  Schools." 

After  short  debate,  Vote  poitpontd. 

Subsequent  Besolution  agreed  to, 

FoBtpoaed  Besolutions  to  be  taken  into  Consideration  To'tnorrtw.    1 2.15.'] 


HANSARD'S 

PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES, 

IN    THE 
FXFTE     8SSSI0N    OF    THE      TwENTT-SbCOND    PaHLIAMSNT    OP     THE 

United  Kingdom  of  Gssat  Britain  and  Irjsland, 
appointed  to  meet  29  apbil,  1880,  in  the  foktt-third 
Year  of  the  Reign  op 
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SHERIFF  COURT  HOUSES  (SCOTLAND) 

AMENDMENT  BILL.-(No.  193.) 

( The  Earl  of  Dalhtnuie.) 

SECOKD   BEADINO. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  tlie  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

THE  EARL  OP  DALHOUSIE,  in 
moving  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill,  explained  that  certain  changes  were 
proposed  by  it  in  the  interests  of  the  Trea- 
sury, and  certain  others  in  favour  of  the 
local  authorities,  but  that,  on  the  whole, 
the  Bill  was  favourable  to  the  latter. 

Moved,  •  <  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*." 
—{The  Earl  of  iJalhouiie.) 

Lord  ABINQER,  in  moving  that  the 
Bill  be  read  a  second  time  that  day  six 
months,  said,  there  was  a  very  strong 
feeling  against  the  Bill  amongst  the 
landed  proprietors  of  Scotland,  who 
were  the  Commissioners  of  Supply  of 
the  counties.  Under  the  Act  in  force, 
passed  in  1860,  the  Cktvemment  paid 
one-half  and  the  counties  one-half  of 
ihe  expenses  of  the  Ooort  Hoaees.    The 
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county  of  Inverness  had  expended  a 
large  sum  of  money  under  the  Act  of 
1860,  and  he  saw  no  reason  why  the 
Treasury  should  not  pay  one-half  of  that 
sum.  That  was  the  arrangement — i.e., 
the  Government  to  pay  one-half,  and  the 
other  half  to  be  provided  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  Supply.  He  could  not  see 
on  what  principle  of  justice  the  Govern- 
ment now  attempted  to  throw  over  the 
counties  of  Scotland,  when  an  Act  so  re- 
cently as  1860  was  passed  for  the  pur- 
poses which  he  had  mentioned.  Unless 
the  Government  consented  to  strike  out 
the  clauses  containing  these  provisions, 
he  considered  the  Bill  so  objectionable 
that  he  should  press  his  Motion  for  its 
rejection. 

Amendment  movtd,  to  leave  out 
("  now  ")  and  add  at  the  end  of  the 
Motion  ("  this  day  six  months.")— (!;*« 
Lord  Alinger.) 

LoED  OEANMOEE  Airo  BROWNE 
said,  he  concurred  in  the  remarks  of  the 
noble  Lord,  and  might  add  that  many 
Court  Houses  had  been  built  on  the 
faith  of  the  Government  guarantee,  and 
it  would  be  very  imfair  now  to  with- 
draw it. 

Lord  ABINGEB  said,  he  understood 
the  Bill,  beiog  a  Money  Bill,  could  not 
be  altered  in  Committee ;  and,  therefore, 
he  felt  obliged  to  go  on  with  the  Divi- 
sion. 

On  Question,  That  ("now")  stand 
part  of  the  Motion  ?  Their  Lordships  di- 
vided:— Contents  24 ;  Not-Contents  26  : 
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"  That  the  Bill  be  read  2"  this 
day  six  months." — {The  Lord  Abinger.) 

Eabl  GRANVILLE  said,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  result  of  the  Division,  that 
he  did  not  remember  any  purely  Money 
BiU  having  been  rejected  by  that  House 
on  the  second  reading,  without  any  No- 
tice whatever  having  been  given. 

Thi  Eabl  of  HARDWICKE  said,  he 
was  in  no  way  responsible  for  the  result, 
as  he  did  not  vote ;  but  if  the  Bill  was 
one  of  great  importance,  why  did  not 
the  noble  and  learned  Earl  on  the  Wool- 
sack, or  another  Member  of  the  Govern- 
ment give  some  explanation  to  the 
House;  but  no  noble  Lord  got  up  to 
make  any  protest  against  the  Amend- 
ment. Even  if  it  were  a  small  matter, 
the  Government  might  have  offered  some 
explanation  to  the  House. 

The  Eabl  of  KIMBERLEY  said,  no 
doubt  it  was  a  small  matter;  but  still 
it  was  most  unusual  to  oppose,  without 
any  Notice,  the  second  reading  of  a 
Money  Bill.  The  opposition  not  being 
expected,  no  explanation  was  given  fur- 
ther than  by  his  noble  Friend  who  re- 
presented the  Department  of  the  Go- 
vernment. It  was  not  a  comfortable 
thing  that  such  a  Motion  could  be  car- 
ried without  Notice,  and  the  inconve- 
nience of  such  an  occurrence  would  be 
excessive. 

LoKD  ELLENBOROUGH  asked  how 
they  could  have  amended  the  Bill,  as  it 
was  a  Money  Bill  ? 

Lord  ABINGER  said,  there  was  a 
strong  feeling  in  Scotland  against  the 
Bill,  and  the  Bill  had  only  been  set 
down  on  the  Paper  for  that  day. 

The  Duke  of  ARGYLL  said,  that 
was  purely  and  absolutely  a  Money  Bill, 
and  no  doubt  it  would  be  against  Par- 
liamentary usage  to  amend  it  in  Com- 
mittee;  but  Notice  should  have  been 
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yemess-shire,  regarding  its  provisions. 
He  oonaidered  it  was  a  very  objection- 
able Bill,  and  its  rejection  wonld  give 
great  satisfaction  to  the  GommissionerB 
of  Supply  in  Scotland. 

ThbLOED  CHANOELLOE  said,  that 
the  noble  Lord  appeared,  fromhisown  ob- 
servations, to  have  meditated  opposition 
to  the  Bill  for  some  time.  In  that  ease  he 
ought  to  have  given  Notice  that  he  in- 
tended to  move  its  rejection.  But  the 
noble  Lord  had  neither  given  Notice  of 
his  Motion  nor  asked  for  a  further  post- 
ponement of  the  second  reading.  If  the 
Motion  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  that  day  six  months  were  rejected, 
the  only  result  would  be  that  the  Bill 
would  be  put  down  for  second  reading 
on  another  day. 


given  if  it  were  wished  to  reject  it  on 
the  second  reading.  He  would  mention 
this — that  Money  Bills  were  always 
eloeely  discussed  between  the  Lord  Ad- 
vocate and  the  Scotch  Members ;  and  as 
regarded  this  Bill,  so  far  as  he  had  ob- 
served, there  had  been  no  opposition  to 
it  in  the  other  House.  If  there  had 
been,  he  should  have  made  himself  ac- 
quainted with  all  the  details  of  the  mea- 
sure. He  thought  it  was  objectionable 
to  move  the  rejection  of  a  Money  Bill 
without  any  Notice. 

The  Marquess  of  LOTHIAN  said, 
that  what  had  occurred  was  another 
proof  of  the  necessity  for  having  a  Se- 
cretary for  Scotland.  The  noble  Earl 
(the  Earl  of  Kimberley)  had  complained 
of  the  inconvenience  of  rejecting  the 
Bill ;  but  he  would  refer  the  noble  Earl 
to  the  inconvenience  occasioned  by  the 
failure  on  the  part  of  any  Member  of 
the  Oovemment  to  get  up  and  answer 
the  statements  of  his  noble  Friend.  As 
the  Bill  could  not  be  amended  in  Com- 
mittee, noble  Lords  took  advantage  of 
this  opportunity  to  record  their  votes  in 
support  of  his  noble  Friend,  whose  state- 
ments had  not  been  answered. 

Eabl  GBANYILLE  said,  that,  as 
this  was  a  small  Bill,  there  was  not  the 
slightest  idea  that  it  was  to  be  opposed. 
It  had  been  done  suddenly,  and  entirely 
without  Notice.  The  provisions  of  the 
Bill  were  explained  by  his  noble  Friend, 
who  had  charge  of  the  BiUs  in  that  De- 
partment of  the  Government.  It  was 
against  all  precedent  to  throw  out  a 
Honey  Bill  without  Notice. 

LoBD  OBANMOBE  and  BBOWNE 
remarked  that  a  great  many  of  these 
Bills  came  on  suddenly,  and  at  the  end 
of  the  Session,  without  anyone  knowing 
when  they  were  to  be  disnussed. 
.  Thb  Eabl  of  DALHOUSIE  said, 
that  this  Bill  had  been  down  for  second 
reading  for  some  days,  and  everyone 
had  had  an  opportunity  of  studying  it. 

LoBD  ABINGIEB  said,  he  considered 
that  the  Bill  had  been  brought  in  in  a 
Teiy  improper  way  as  far  as  the  landed 
proprietors,  who  were  Commissioners  of 
Supply  in  Scotland,  and  who  were  in- 
tareeted  in  it,  were  concerned.  It  was 
introduced  after  the  April  meeting  of 
^e  Commissioners  of  Supply ;  it  was 
practically  brought  in  surreptitiously. 
When  it  paased  through  the  House  of 
Gammons,  he  received  the  strongest  re- 
presmtations  firom  his  own  county,  In- 
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Bill  to  be  read  2*  on  Thursday  next. 

OYSTER  CULTIVATION  (IRELAND) 

BILL.— (No.  197.) 

{Tht  Lord  Tr«»idml.) 

BEOOND     BEADINQ. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Eead- 
jng  read. 

Lord  CAELINQFOBD  (Lord  Peesi- 
DENT  of  the  CouNCii.),  in  moving  that 
the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time,  said, 
that  the  measure  was  intended  for  the 
further  promotion  of  the  cultivation  of 
oysters  in  Ireland.  It  was  founded  on 
the  English  Act  of  1868,  and  woidd  en- 
able the  Irish  Commissioners  of  Fisheries 
to  do  what  the  Board  of  Trade  could  do 
in  this  country.  He  believed  it  would 
prove  a  useful  measure. 

Movtd,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2"." 
—{T/t«  Lord  FrtBtdmt.) 

The  Mahqotss  of  WATERFORD 
said,  he  had  much  pleasure  in  support- 
ing the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  which 
he  thought  a  very  useful  measure.  But 
there  was  one  proposal  which  he 
should  like  to  make,  and  which  he 
hoped  that  his  noble  Friend  would  ac- 
cept in  Committee.  He  did  not  know 
whether  the  noble  Lord  was  aware  that 
in  the  cultivation  of  oysters  American 
and  Portuguese  varieties  were  laid  down 
on  the  coast  of  Ireland.  Now,  there 
was  a  law  in  Ireland  which  made  the 
sale  of  oysters  illegal  in  the  months  of 
May,  June,  July,  and  August ;  but  he 
believed  that  those  oysters  were  totally 
different  from  the  English  oyster,  and 
were  not  only  fit  to  eat,  but  were  at 
their  best  during  those  months,  and 
were  sold  largely  in  London.  He,  there- 
fore, desired  to  see  a  clause  inserted  in 
the  Bill  to  enable  Portuguese  and  Ameri- 
can oysters  to  be  sold  in  Ireland  during 
that  period.  They  could  be  easily  dis- 
tinguished, and  there  would  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  a  Fishery  Inspector  giving  an 
order  for  the  sale  of  those  particular 
oysters.  If  that  were  done  it  would  en- 
courage the  growth  of  those  beds  of 
oysters  which  seemed  to  have  taken  to 
the  shores  of  Ireland,  and  additional 
employment  would  thus  be  given  to  the 
people. 

The  Eabl  of  COUBTOWN  said,  he 
thought  there  might  be  some  danger  in 


carrying  out  the  proposal  of  the  noble 
Marquess.  He  hoped  that  nothing  would 
be  done  which  would  in  any  way  inter- 
fere with  the  preservation  of  the  native 
oyster  beds. 

The  Mabquess  of  WATERFORD 
pointed  out  that  the  kind  of  oysters  to 
which  he  had  alluded  were  now  allowed 
to  be  sold  in  London. 

Motion  agreed  to;  Bill  read  2*  ac- 
cordingly, and  committed  to  a  Conmiittee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  Thursday  next. 

PRIVATE   BILLS    (RAILWAYS)  —  NEW 
STANDING  ORDER.— RESOLUTION. 
Lord  HENNIKER,  in  rising  to  move 

to  resolve— 

"  That  where  a  Chamber  of  Commerce  or 
'Agriculture,  or  other  similar  body  sufficiently 
representing  a  particular  trade  or  business,  in 
any  district  to  which  any  Railway  Bill  relates, 
petition  against  the  Bill,  alleging  that  snch 
trade  or  business  will  be  injuriously  affected  by 
the  rates  and  fares  proposed  to  be  authorized  by 
the  Bill,  or  is  injuriously  affected  by  the  rates 
and  fares  already  authorized  by  Acts  relating 
to  the  railway  undertaking,  it  shall  be  compe- 
tent for  the  Select  Committee  to  whom  the  Bill 
is  referred,  if  they  think  fit,  to  hear  the  peti- 
tioners or  their  counsel  or  agents  and  witnesses 
on  such  allegation  against  the  Bill,  or  any  part 
thereof,  or  against  the  rates  and  fares  autho- 
rized by  the  said  Acts  or  any  of  them  ;  " 

and  to  move  that  the  said  Resolution'.be 
made  a  Standing  Order  of  the  House, 
said,  that  last  year  he  brought  forward 
a  Motion  which  referred  indirectly  to 
that  he  now  placed  before  the  House. 
He  need  not  trouble  their  Lordships 
with  very  lengthened  remarks,  as  the 
subject  had  been  fully  discussed  "else- 
where." The  history  of  the  case  was, 
shortly,  that  last  year  a  Resolution  was 
carried  in  the  House  of  Commons  with- 
out objection.  This  year  a  Resolution, 
nearly  the  same  as  the  one  now  sub- 
mitted, was  discussed  in  that  House  on 
May  21.  It  was  objected  to  by  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  only  part  of  the 
question  dealt  with  in  the  Report  of  the 
Railway  Fares  and  Rates  Committee, 
and  the  debate  was  adjoiirned  in  order 
that  he  might  bring  in  a  complete  mea- 
sure. However,  there  was  no  chance  of 
this  Bill  passing — now,  of  course,  it  had 
been  given  up ;  and  on  July  9  the  ad- 
journed debate  ended  in  that  Standing 
Order  being  carried  by  a  majority  of  10. 
What  he  wished  to  do  was  to  make  the 
practice  in   both   Hooaes   alike.    Thej 
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Besolution  was  framed  on  the  reoom- 
mendation  of  the  Committoe  to  which  he 
had  referred,  and  on  the  Ecsolutions 
passed  in  the  House  of  Commons  last 
year  and  this.  Its  object  was  to  place 
farmers  and  traders  in  a  fair  position 
with  respect  to  the  Railway  Companies 
as  to  rates.  Their  Lordships  were  aware 
powerless  a  trader  or  a  farmer  was 
nnst  a  great  Company  with  a  perma- 
f^nt  staff  to  conduct  their  case.  The 
Compsnies  had  all  the  experience  gained 
being  very   often    before    a    Com- 

eo  ;  and,  as  a  rule,  individuals  wore 

afraid  to  attack  largo  Companies.    They 
were  not  only  handicapped  heavily  to 
begin  with  ;  but  the  question  of  oxpenso 
was    a   serious  consideration.      It   was 
ditHoult  even  for  a  body  of  men  to  deal 
with  a  Company.     He  had  some  experi- 
ence  of  this,    for  some  years   ago   he 
I  joined  in  a  combination  to  ask  for  re- 
duced rates.     The  large   traders    were 
aggrieved  ;  but  the  moment  the  Com- 
[  paoT    found    the    organization    strong 
against  them  they  offered  the  principal 
traders  preferential    rates,    and   so,   in 
fact,   did    away   with  the    general  de- 
mand  for  a  reduction  of  rates.      This 
showed  the  power  of  a  Eailway  Com- 
pany.   In  fact,  it  might  be  said  that 
Companies  might  almost  paralyze  an  in- 
f  dustry  if  they  chose.  On  public  grounds, 
as  well   as  in    the  interests   of    single 
traders,  therefore,  he  thought  it  a  wise 
thing  to  give  Chambers  of  Commerce 
and   Agriculture  a  loeun   ttandi.     They 
were  public  bodies,  and  if  they  took  up  a 
I  case  merely  to  annoy  a  Railway  Company 
'  they  would  lose  credit  at  once.     Again, 
I  they  could  not  be  subject  to  the  opora- 
J  tion  of  an  offer  of  preferential  rates  to 
Irertain  individuals.     Such  a  provision  as 
'  tliia  would  at  any  time  be  a  great  ad- 
Utage ;  but  just  now,  when  trade  and 
culture  were  suffering  so  much,  the 
>n  would  be   a  very  great  one,  par- 
t  ticularly  as  there   was   a   tendency   to 
favour  foreign  trade  an  to  rates  to  the 
injury   of  the  home  trade.     The  most 
important  objection  appeared  to  him  to 
be  that  the  Besolutinn  would  open  the 
door  to  the  whole  of  the  rates  of  a  large 
railway  like  the  Great  Northern  being 
revised  if  they  merely  applied  for  some 
small  power,  which  most  large  railways 
did  every  year.     They  were  asked  whe- 
ther this  would  be  fair.     Hi.s   answer 
was,  certainly    not.      There  should  be 
alrong  reasons  for  such  a  course ;  but 


he  must  remind  the  House  that  it  could 
not  be  fairly  said  that  rates  once  intro- 
duced into  a  Bill  should  never  be 
altered.  On  the  contrary,  a  clause  had 
always  been  inserted  in  Railway  Bills 
for  the  last  30  or  40  years  to  give  power 
to  revise.  It  was  admitted,  too,  that 
many  rates  were  obsolete,  were  injurious 
to  various  industries,  and  required  re- 
vision. Their  Lordships  would  observe, 
too,  that  the  Committee  had  power 
under  the  proposed  Order  only  if  they 
thought  fit.  The  Business  of  that  House 
was  deservedly  praised  for  the  manner 
in  which  it  was  done ;  and  he  could  not 
picture  to  himself  any  Chairman  recom- 
mending a  Committee  to  open  the  vast 
question  of  the  rates  of  a  great  railway 
because  some  particular  rates  were  ob- 
jected to.  Surely  it  woa  but  fair  that 
when  a  Company  asked  a  boon  from 
Parliament,  when  they  applied  for  fresh 
powers,  that  others  who  paid  these  rates 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  asking 
for  a  revision,  particularly  in  some  cases 
where  the  antiquated  rates  he  had  re- 
ferred to  were  as  injurious  to  the  rail- 
ways as  they  were  to  trade.  A  great 
deal  was  .said  about  interference  with 
Companies  which  had  such  an  immense 
capital  invested.  But  were  not  traders, 
wlio  provided  the  dividends,  to  be  con- 
sidered ?  Railway  Companies  could  ask 
for  increased  rates,  but  traders  could  not 
put  the  contrary  case.  It  might  be  said 
that  this  Resolution  would  lead  to 
frivolous  Petitions,  Ho  thought  this 
would  not  be  so.  The  expenses  of  a 
Petition  were  too  great,  and  the  penalty 
of  bringing  forward  anything  frivolous 
too  hoavy.  Again,  it  was  said  that  this 
was  only  one  recommendation,  that  they 
would  be  legislating  piecemeal,  and  that 
they  should  wait  till  all  the  rates  could 
be  revised.  How  long  might  they  wait 
for  such  a  measure  ?  Meanwhile,  why 
should  not  the  weaker  party  be  pro- 
tected? He  had  applied  his  remarks  to 
existing  rates,  as  he  supposed  there 
would  bo  no  objection  to  an  appeal 
against  new  rates.  All  he  could  say 
was  that  he  made  a  strong  appeal  to 
their  Lordships  to  pass  this  Resolution. 
Mr.  Chamberlain's  Bill  was  no  longer  in 
existence ;  why  not  take  a  step  in  the 
right  direction — a  step  acknowledged  to 
be  a  good  one  by  all  except  the  rail- 
ways ?  It  was  onlj-  optional  to  a  Com- 
mittee to  hear  a  Petition ;  it  was  most 
important  to  trade  and  agrioultiu'e  at  all 
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times  to  have  fair  rates ;  but  just  now, 
irhen  they  were  suffering  so  much,  of 
paramount  importance ;  and  any  step  in 
this  direction  would  be  received  as  a 
boon.  They  had  heard  a  great  deal 
lately  of  opening  the  door  to  agreement 
betvreen  the  two  Houses.  If  they  could 
not  agree  in  all  things,  yet  he  thought 
he  might  fairly  appeal — and  appeal 
.  strongly — to  their  Lordships  to  make 
the  practice  as  much  the  same  as 
possible  in  both  Houses  in  a  case  of  this 
kind.  The  noble  Lord  concluded  by 
moving  his  Besolution. 

Moved  to  resolve — 

"That  where  a  Chamber  of  Commerce  or 
Agriculture,  or  other  similar  body  sufiBciently 
representing  a  particular  trade  or  business,  in 
any  district  to  which  any  Railway  Bill  relates, 
petition  against  the  Bill,  alleging  that  such 
trade  or  business  will  be  injuriously  affected  by 
the  rates  and  fares  proposed  to  be  authorised  by 
the  Bill,  or  is  injuriously  affected  by  the  rates 
and  fares  already  authorised  by  Acts  relating 
to  the  railway  undertaking,  it  shall  be  compe- 
tent for  the  Select  Committee  to  whom  the  Bill 
is  referred,  if  they  think  fit,  to  hear  the  peti- 
tioners or  their  counsel  or  agents  and  wit- 
nesses on  such  allegation  against  the  Bill,  or 
any  part  thereof,  or  against  the  rates  and  fares 
authorised  by  the  said  Acts,  or  any  of  them." — 
( The  Lord  Senniker.) 

Lord  BEABOUENE  said,  bethought 
it  was  rather  hard  at  this  period  of  the 
Session,  when  their  Lordships'  minds 
were  occupied  with  other  important 
matters,  that  they  should  be  asked  to 
pass  one  of  the  most  confusing  and  in- 
volved Standing  Orders  that  it  had  ever 
been  his  lot  to  read.  He  pointed  out 
to  the  noble  Lord  that  Mr.  Chamberlain 
had  stated,  when  a  similar  Standing 
Order  was  brought  forward  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  that  to  pass  such  a  Stand- 
ing Order  would  be  most  unfair  to  the 
railway  interest,  and  also  that  if  any- 
thing was  to  be  done  in  the  direction  in- 
dicated it  should  be  done  only  as  part 
of  a  large  scheme.  Indeed,  he  must 
apologize  for  rising  so  soon,  as  he  could 
not  doubt  that  the  Goremment  would 
take  the  same  view  as  their  Colleagues 
in  the  other  House,  and  would  oppose 
this  Motion.  It  was  quite  true  that, 
owing  to  a  Cabinet  Council  being  held 
at  the  time  and  other  circumstances,  the 
other  House  had  passed  the  Standing 
Order  by  a  very  small  majority ;  but, 
wb'le  he  had  great  respect  for  the  de- 
•-*r'  the  other  House,  their  Lord- 
rj^'  \  I'ot  in  the  habit  of  always 

thought  ty°'^"^8  ^^^"^  example,  and 
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he  desired  to  point  out  one  or  two  con- 
siderations that  ought  to  weigh  with 
their  Lordships  in  the  matter.  In  the 
first  place,  a  Select  Committee  of  ihe 
House  of  Commons  had  sat  and  fully 
inquired  into  all  the  circumstances  of 
the  rates  and  fares  of  railways,  and  had 
made  a  great  number  of  recommenda- 
tions. He  thought  it  was  a  little  too 
hard  that  his  noble  Friend  should  have 
embodied  in  his  Standing  Order  one 
provision  hostile  to  the  railway  interest, 
while  at  the  same  time  he  had  omitted 
those  provisions  which  were  favourable 
to  it.  His  noble  Friend  also  made  light 
of  the  objection  to  the  Standing  Order 
on  account  of  its  innovating  character ; 
but  he  would  point  out  to  him  that  it 
had  hitherto  been  in  both  Houses  of 
Parliament  the  wise  and  salutary  rule 
that  when  a  Private  Bill  had  been 
brought  forward  for  consideration  in 
their  Lordships'  Committees  or  in  those 
of  the  other  House,  the  only  thing  that 
should  be  inquired  into  and  decided  and 
legislated  upon  was  the  contents  of  that 
Bill ;  that  things  extraneous  to  the  Bill 
should  not  be  brought  in.  His  first  ob- 
jection to  this  Standing  Order  was  that 
it  violated  that  salutary  provision.  He 
asked,  moreover,  whether  it  was  a  just 
thing  on  the  part  of  their  Lordships, 
whether  it  was  a  wise  or  fair  thing  to- 
wards the  Eailway  Companies  to  pass  a 
Standing  Order  which,  in  the  event  of  a 
Company  merely  desiring  powers  to  alter 
a  station  or  effect  some  trifling  improve- 
ment would,  expose  them  to  the  risk  of 
having  their  whole  system  of  rates  and 
faros  revised  and  possibly  lowered  ?  It 
frequently  happened  that  the  public  de- 
sired a  Eailway  Company  to  afford  them 
some  particular  accommodation ;  but,  if 
this  Standing  Order  passed,  the  answer 
would  be  plain — namely,  that  the  Com- 
pany would  have  been  very  vrilling  to 
grant  the  request,  but  that  they  could 
not  run  the  risk  of  having  their  whole 
system  of  rates  attacked.  This  oonld 
be  done  under  the  new  Standing  Order, 
although  the  Bill  introduced  by  a  Com- 
pany had  no  connection  whatever  with 
rates  and  fares,  and  inevitably  its  effect 
would  be  to  deter  Eailway  Companies 
from  coming  to  Parliament  with  the  view 
of  accommodating  the  public.  In  all 
these  questions  it  was  the  fashion  to  talk 
about  powerful  Companies  and  Boards 
of  Eailway  Directors ;  but  it  was  not  the 
power  of  Companies  or  th«  salaiies  qi 
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oflUciala  which  were  affected  by  anything 
which  lowered  the  value  of  railway  pro- 
perty— it  WAS  the  dividend  of  the  share- 
holders.    Thoir  Lordships  must  rocoUect 
that  they  were  dealing  io  this  legislation 
with  a  very  large  body  of  railway  share- 
holders, and  that  while  these  mea  did 
not  at  all  wish  to  avoid  a  fair  fulBlment 
of  the  duties  they  had  undertaken  in 
eeelciug  what  was  called   a  boon  from 
Parliament,  they  at  tlie  same  time  asked, 
having  sank  a  large  amount  of  capital  in 
these  undertakings,  that  faith  should  be 
kept  with  them.     He   would,  moreover, 
that  in  all  thoir  complaints  against 
islation  recently  proposed,  the  rail- 
way shareholders  had  never  objected  to 
liAving  enforced  the  obligations  they  had 
undertaken  ;  but  they  had  insisted  upon 
their  right  to  have  their  causes  tried  by 
a  competent  legal  tribunal,  and   to  be 
treated  liko  any  other  class  of  the  com- 
munity.    If  the  rates  granted  to  them 
by  Act  of  Parliament  were  to  be  revised 
let  it  be  by  such  a  fair  and  competent 
tribuniil  acting  upon  definite  principles  ; 
but  do  not  let  the  whole  system  of  a 
Kail  way  Company  be  exposed  to  the  will 
of  such  a  fluctuating  tribunal  as  a  Parlia- 
mentary Committee.  Some  change  m.ight 
possibly  be  required  with  respect  to  the 
persons  ha^nng  a  loeui  Handi  to  oppose 
Private   Bills  in  that  House;  but  that 
change  ought  to  be   effected   by   some 
general  legislative  enactment,  and  not 
[by  a  Standing  Order  such  as  this,  only 
'dealing  with  a  portion  of  the  subject.  It 
vas,  no  doubt,  an  advantage  to  have  the 
[practice    with    regard  to   Private  Bills 
leimilar  in  both  Houses  ;  but  a  Standing 
J  Order  carried  in  July  by  a  narrow  ma- 
Ljority  wasnot  aeircumstauee  that  should 
]]ead  that  House  to  adopt  it  also.     Pos- 
li»ibly  the  House  of  Commons  would  be 
J.^lad  to  recede  fi-om  its  position,  and  he 
llioped  that  their  Lordships  would  reject 
[litis  Standing  Order  instead  of  giving  a 
l2oi;iM   standi  to  new  Bodies,  and   would 
[give  the  House    of    Commons  a  locut 

pccnitenlitS. 

Loni)  8UDELET  said,  this  Resolution 
[ittuod  in  a  very  peculiai'  position.  When 
it  came  before  the  other  House  of  Par- 
iament,  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
[Trade  opposed  it ;  but  notwithstanding 
[that  the  House  of  Commons  determined 
{that  the  Hesolution  should  become  one  of 
liia  Standing  Orders.  The  position,  there- 
[fore,  was  entirely  changed.  The  Qo- 
[Terumont  had  oooaidered  the  question 


very  carefully,  and  they  saw  that  if  the 
Standing  Order  were  not  passed  in  this 
House,  it  might,  on  vai'ious  occasions, 
plaoe  their  Lordships  in  a  very  difficult 
position.  At  the  same  time,  it  was  a 
subject  on  which  great  difference  of 
opinion  existed,  and  they  thought  it  a 
question  that  the  House  should  deal 
with  entirely  on  its  own  responsibility, 
and  that  their  Lordships  were  the  best 
judges  of  the  case.  The  Government 
had,  therefore,  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  would  be  far  better  that  they 
should  not  express  any  further  opinion 
on  tho  matter,  but  leave  each  Member 
of  their  Lordships'  House  to  vote  as  he 
thought  right. 

Lord  BEAMWELL  said,  ho  should 
oppose  tho  Standing  Order.  The  effect 
of  its  adoption  would  be  to  injuriously 
affect  the  railway  rates  and  fares  already 
authorized.  It  was  said  that  the  Rail- 
way Companies  came  to  ask  for  a  boon, 
and  that,  therefore,  they  could  not  com- 
plain if  tho  boon  which  they  asked  was 
never  granted  unless  it  was  also  for  tho 
benefit  of  tho  public.  Suppose  Peti- 
tioners against  a  Bill  made  out  that  the 
railway  rates  and  fares  were,  in  some 
instuncos,  excessive,  and  the  Railway 
Company  uiade  out  what  they  sought — 
perhaps  an  additional  piece  of  land — 
was  right  and  reasonable,  what  would 
the  Committee  do  ?  Would  they  say 
that  what  the  Railway  Company  sought 
in  their  Bill  was  very  moderate  indeed  ? 
But  unless  they  made  some  sacrifice  of 
tho  rates  and  charges  they  were  entitled 
to  levy  by  former  Acts  of  Parliament, 
they  could  not  grant  the  Bill.  This 
Standing  Order  would  give  Chambers  of 
Commerce  and  Chambers  of  Agriculture 
a  locui  uliindi ;  but  such  bodies  were  un- 
known to  the  law.  Any  gentlemen  who 
associated  themselves  together  might,  if 
they  pleased,  call  themselves  a  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  and  ask  to  be  heord.  If 
there  wos  some  provision  for  inflicting 
costs  on  people  who  unreasonably,  and 
on  frivolous  grounds,  put  Railway  Com- 
panies to  unnecessary  trouble  and  ex- 
pense, and  for  thus  punishing  the  ag- 
gressors, he  should  not  so  much  mind. 

The  Eabl  of  MILLTOVVN  pointed 
out  that  the  Committee  already  possessed 
the  power  of  imposing  costs  on  the  pro- 
moters of  frivolous  or  vexatious  opposi- 
tion. 

The  Eakl  of  CAMPERDOWN 
thought  the  House  was  entitled  to  more 
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information  as  to  the  position  and  mind 
of  the  Government  with  regard  to  this 
matter.  The  Government  opposed  this 
Standing  Order  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. The  House  of  Commons  adopted 
it ;  but  that  was  no  reason  why  the  Go- 

tTemment  should  alter  their  opinion  with 

'regard  to  it.  By  the  practice  of  their 
Lordships'  House  a  groat  deal  more 
power  was  given  to  Committees  than  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  (.'!hnirmen 
of  Committees  did  habitually  decide 
questions  as  to  whether  persons  should, 
or  should  not,  be  heard.  It  seemed  to 
him  quite  right,  when  a  Bill  was  put 
forward  which  contained  new  proposals 
and  new  rates,  that  a  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, or  a  Chamber  of  Agriculture, 
should  be  entitled  to  be  hoard  against 
it.  Therefore,  he  did  not  himself  see 
that  his  noble  Friend  was  proposing 
anything  objectionable  in  itself;  but  he 
would  suggest  that  the  words  relating  to 
existing  rates  should  be  left  out. 

Lord  COLVILLE  of  CULEOSS 
wished  to  say  a  few  words,  as  represent- 
ing a  great  Company,  against  the  Reso- 
Intion.  Notwithstanding  what  had  fallen 
from  the  noble  Lord  who  had  spoken  on 
the  part  of  the  Government,  ho  really 
must  ask  the  Members  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  House  to  pay  a  little  more 
attention  to  what  had  fallen  from  their 
Colleague,  Mr.  Chamberlain,  in  the 
other  House.  Eemembering  what  had 
happened  in  the  other  House,  and  how 
the  Resolution  had  been  carried  there, 
he  really  could  not  support  the  Resolu- 
tion, which  he  regarded  as  a  Motion  to 
overturn  Acts  of  Parliament  passed 
years  ago. 

Lord  HENNIKER  said,  he  had,  of 
course,  expected  to  have  considerable 
opposition  from  his  two  noble  Friends 
near  him,  who  represented  the  Railway 

I  Companies.  With  respect  to  what  lind 
been  said  about  bringing  on  this  Motion 
at  the  end  of  the  Session,  he  had  only 
to  say  that  Private  Bills  were  dealt  with 
in  November ;  and  ho  thought  that  it 
would  be  more  convenient  to  settle  what 
was  to  be  done  now  than  at  the  be- 
ginning of  a  Session,  and,  as  the  House 
of  Commons  Standing  Order  existed,  the 
position  would  bo  awkward.  The  diffi- 
culty with  regard  to  public  bodies 
becoming  parties  to  the  opposition  to  a 
Bill  could  bo  got  over  by  mentioning  the 
President  or  Secretary  of  a  Chamber  of 

Agriculture  or  Commerce  in  the  Stand- 
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ing  Order,  for  they  were  always  men  of 
position,  and  who  would  be  admitted  as 
opponents  in  their  individual  capacity. 
However,  one  point  was  to  follow  the 
Eule,  as  nearly  as  possible,  laid  down  by 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  the  Stand- 
ing Order  there  did  not  make  this  dis- 
tinction. The  noble  and  learned  Lord 
opposite  (Lord  Bramwell)  made  a  point 
of  the  power  of  raising  the  general 
question  of  rates  over  a  large  railway 
system.  He  thought  that  had  been 
answered  by  the  fact  that  tho  discretion 
was  left  to  tho  Committee  to  hear  the 
parties  when  they  thought  fit.  The  case 
put  forward  was,  in  faot,  an  almost  im- 
possible one.  As  to  the  power  to  appeal 
to  the  Eailway  Commission,  the  fact  was 
that  this  power  was  not  used.  Parties 
did  not  apply  to  the  Commissioners  in  the 
way  suggested.  With  reference  to  tho 
suggestion  of  his  noble  Friend  opposite 
(tho  Earl  of  Camperdown)  to  tate  out 
the  words  aflFeoting  existing  rates,  he  did 
not  think  there  was  any  objection  on  the 
part  of  Eailway  Companies  to  allow  new 
rates  to  be  questioned  ;  but  the  Motion 
would,  be  valueless  if  it  were  not  made 
retrospective,  and  did  not  a£Pect  existing 
rotes.  Ho  made,  again,  a  strong  appeal 
to  their  Lordships  to  pass  the  Standing 
Order. 

The  Earl  op  KIMBERLET  said, 
although  ho  did  not  in  every  particular 
approve  of  the  Eesolution,  he  would  still 
support  it,  as  it  had  passed  the  House 
of  Commons.  He  had  not  for  some  time 
attended  Select  Committees  ;  but  his 
oxporience  was  that  the  great  defect  in 
the  procedure  of  the  House  was  that  the 
public  were  never  heard.  It  was  all 
very  well  for  Eailway  Companies  to  de- 
fend themselves  ;  but  there  could  not  be 
the  slightest  doubt  that  the  trade  in  this 
country  did  suffer  most  seriously  from 
tho  nature  of  tho  rates  now  levied.  The 
inj  ustice  of  them  was  such  that  it  pressed 
upon  the  trade  of  the  country,  and,  in 
Bomo  cases,  they  were  so  injurious  aa 
actually  to  handicap  our  own  trade  in 
favour  of  foreign.  On  these  grounds 
he  should  vote  for  the  Eesolution. 

The  Duke  of  SOMERSET  considered 
the  Resolution  most  unjust,  and  he  very 
much  regretted  that  the  Government  had 
not  acted  in  their  Lordships'  House  as 
they  had  in  the  other  House. 

Lord  WINMARLEIGH  said,  he 
thought  it  would  be  better  that  the 
Order  should  not  be  retrospective ;  and, 
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therefore,  ho  begged  to  move  nn  Amend- 
ment to  leave  out  all  the  words  which 
would  have  that  effect,  bo  as  to  confine 
the  proposed  Standing  Order  to  rates  to 
be  levied  in  the  future. 

Amendment  moved, 

To  leave  out  ("  or  is  injuriously  affected  by 
the  rstos  anJ  fares  already  authoriaed  by  Acta 
relating  to  the  railway  undertakiDg.")— (rA» 
liord  H'lnmart^iffh.) 

The  Eakl  or  REDES  DALE  (Chair- 
MJix  of  Committees)  said,  he  cotild  not 
acquiesce  in  the  Eesulution.  He  did  not 
think  that  a  Select  Committee  was  a  fit 
tribunal  to  settle  the  question  of  railway 
rates  all  over  the  country. 

Earl  FORTESCUE  said,  that  when 
be  was  a  Member  of  a  Committee  ap- 
pointed many  years  ago  to  consider 
the  Private  Business  of  the  House  of 
Commons  he  was  much  struck  by  the 
inadequacy  of  the  representation  ac- 
corded to  public  interests  as  compared 
with  private.  Apart  from  the  difficulty 
of  getting  individuals,  each  personally  as 
one  of  the  public  but  slightly  aggrieved, 
to  engage  at  short  notice,  either  iso- 
latedly  or  in  a  ha.stily-formed  combina- 
tion, in  a  costly  conflict  with  a  rich, 
powerful  Company  or  confederation  of 
Companies,  the  requirement  of  a  locus 
standi  he  considered  worked  great  in- 
justice, and  he  welcomed  any  proposal 
•which  enlarged  the  representation  of 
the  interests  of  the  public  before  Com- 
milti'os.  He  did  not  like,  therefore, 
to  vute  against  the  Resolution,  and,  if 
it  were  amended  so  as  not  to  have  a  re- 
trospective charncter,  he  should  have  no 
difficulty  in  voting  for  it. 

Earl  GRANVILLE  said,  that,  so  far 
as  he  was  concerned,  he  was  prepared 
to  vote  for  the  Resolution  if  it  were 
amended  in  the  sense  suggested  by  the 
noble  Lord  fLord  Winmarleighj. 

Lord  HENNIKER  said,  he  thought 
the  proposal  now  made  to  limit  the 
Standing  Order  to  new  rates  would  not 
be  accepted  as  a  boon  to  the  interests  in 
quei^tion  ;  but  after  what  had  been  said 
by  the  noble  Earl  opposite  (Earl  Orau- 
Tille).  and  from  the  general  opinion  of 
the  House,  ho  would  not  trouble  their 
Lordships  to  divide. 

On  Question,  agretd  to. 

T!  inoced  to  Icivo  out  ("authorised 

by  I  i,  or  any  of  them  ")  and  add  at 

the  •..J  u.  .liu  resolution  ("proposed  to  bo 
authorised  by  tbc  same  ") ;  aijrced  In. 

Jiaotad,  'rbat  where  a  Chamber  of  Commerce 
or  Agriculture,  or  other  similar  body  sofficiontly 
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representing  a  particular  trade  or  business,  in 
any  district  to  which  any  llailway  Bill  relates, 
petition  against  the  Bill,  alleging  that  such 
trade  or  business  will  bo  injuriously  affected  by 
the  rates  and  fares  proposed  to  be  authorised 
by  the  Bill,  it  shall  be  competent  for  the  Select 
Committee  to  whom  the  Bill  is  referred,  if  they 
think  fit,  to  hear  the  petitioners  or  their  coun- 
sel  or  agents  and  witnesses  on  such  allegation 
against  the  Bill,  or  any  part  thereof,  or  against 
the  rates  and  fares  proposed  to  bo  authorised  by 
the  same. 

Ordered,  'ITiat  the  said  resolution  bo  declared 
a  Standing  Order;  and  that  it  be  entered  on 
the  ItoU  of  Sanding  Orders,  and  be  printtd. 
(No.  207.) 

REPRESENTATION    OF    THE    PEOPLE 

BILL-THE  AUTUMN  SESSION. 

observations. 

The  Eahl  of  REDESDALE  (Ohaie. 

MAN  of  CoM.MrrTEEs) :  My  Lords,  I  have 

given  Notice  of  the  following :  — 

"  To  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  tho 
proposed  autumnal  session,  and  to  the  only 
manner  in  which  the  extension  of  tho  franchise 
question  can  bo  satisfactorily  dealt  with." 

I  think  it  is  desirable,  in  calling  your 
Lordship.s'  attention  to  this  subject,  to 
refer  to  tho  position  in  which  tho  House 
stands,  in  which  the  Government  stands, 
and  in  which  the  question  of  the  exten- 
sion of  the  franchise  stands.  Now,  I  be- 
lieve that  the  relative  positions  are  im- 
perfectly understood  throughout  the 
country  generally ;  and  I  think  it  very 
desirable,  therefore,  that  something 
should  be  done  to  let  us  know  the 
course  to  be  proposed  and  the  way  in 
which  the  matter  is  to  proceed.  In  the 
first  place,  I  would  refer  to  what  took 
place  yesterday.  There  was  a  great 
demonstration  made  in  the  Park,  which 
was  supposed  to  have  some  great  effect 
on  the  conduct  of  this  House.  I  was 
delighted  to  hear  that  a  large  number 
of  persons  assembled,  and  that  the  pro- 
ceedings passed  otf  in  a  satisfactory 
man7ior,  and  that  those  who  came — some 
of  them,  I  imdorstand,  were  paid  for 
their  attendance — had  a  very  pleasant 
day.  And  as  all  passed  off  so  quietly  I 
am  [induced  the  more  to  believe  that 
those  who  attended  will  be  induced  to 
listen  a  little  to  reason  on  the  subject, 
and  that  after  all  they  will  come  to  see 
that  the  real  issue  is  very  diB'erent  from 
that  which  they  are  asked  to  countenance 
and  support.  The  real  truth,  which  has 
never  been  fairly  brought  before  the 
country,  is  that  this  House  has  in  no 
way  refused  the  extensioa  of  the  fran- 
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ohiee.  Oa  the  contrary,  I  believe  it  is 
generally  conceded  that  this  House  has 
accepted  the  principle  of  the  extension 
of  the  franchise.  In  fact,  the  persons 
who  are  really  responsible  for  the  non- 
adoption  of  the  extension  of  the  fran- 
chise in  the  present  Session  of  Parlia- 
ment are  the  GoTcmment,  who  pre- 
sented a  measure  so  imperfect  that  it 
was  impossible  for  this  House  to  agree 
to  such  a  proposal.  It  is,  my  Lords, 
really  much  the  same  thing  as  a  gentle- 
man inviting  you  to  dinner  and  then  say- 
ing— "Ihave  acapital  haunch  of  venison 
and  some  excellent  joints ;  bat  unfor- 
tunately my  cook  is  away,  and  I  cannot 
get  them  prepared,  so  you  must  eat  them 
raw."  The  answer  to  that  would  be 
"  No,  thank  you.  I  am  glad  you  have  an 
excellent  dinner  provided;  but  I  must 
decline  your  invitation  to  eat  it  raw." 
In  the  same  way  the  Government  give 
your  Lordships  an  excellent  dinner,  but 
ask  you  to  eat  it  raw.  This  demonstra- 
tion, as  I  have  said,  was  to  have  had  a 
great  effect  upon  this  House  by  inform- 
ing us  of  the  opinion  of  the  country  on 
the  subject,  and  leading  us  to  change 
our  opinion,  and  bow  to  that  of  the  Go- 
vernment on  the  subject.  My  Lords, 
I  have  been  a  long  time  a  Member  of 
this  House,  and  I  have  seen  a  great  deal 
of  political  life,  extending  over  the 
whole  period  of  the  Beform  Question, 
and  I  should  just  like  to  remind  your 
Lordships  of  what  took  place  in  1832. 
The  question  then  was  a  very  different 
one.  Parliament  met  expressly  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  that  very  ques- 
tion. The  Bill  was  passed  by  large  ma- 
jorities, and  it  came  down  to  this  House 
perfect  and  complete  in  all  its  details, 
and  it  was  rejected  by  this  House.  The 
consequence  was  popular  feeling  was 
extremely  excited  on  this  subject,  and 
excited  to  a  degree  of  which  no  one 
who  has  not  witnessed  it  could  form  the 
smallest  idea.  Your  Lordships  all  re- 
collect what  took  place  at  Bristol,  Not- 
tingham, and  other  places  where  there 
was  destruction  of  property  and  life, 
and  altogether  there  was  a  feeling  in 
the  country  of  the  strongest  possible 
kind.  "Well,  in  the  next  Session  the 
Bill  was  brought  in  again,  and  ulti- 
mately this  House  gave  way  to  the 
popular  feeling,  and  upon  that  Bill 
being  passed  a  Parliament  was  returned 
which  gave  only  about  150  Members  to 
the  Conservative  Party,  which  had  op- 
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posed  the  franchise.  The  consequence 
was  that  the  whole  command  of  the 
other  House  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
Government  of  the  day,  and  a  great 
demonstration  in  favour  of  Radicalism 
was  made,  the  effect  being  that  in  the 
course  of  another  year  some  of  the  lead- 
ing Members  seceded  from  the  Govern* 
ment.  I  refer  to  the  late  Lord  Derby, 
the  late  Duke  of  Eiohmond,  and  Sir 
James  Graham.  In  the  next  year  after 
that  the  King  became  a  little  alarmed 
at  the  way  things  were  going  on,  and 
he  exercised  the  powers  given  him  by 
the  Oonstitution  of  changing  his  Minis* 
ters,  which  led  to  a  Dissolution  of  Parlia* 
ment,  when  it  was  found  that  the  ma- 
jority was  materially  changed.  I  mention 
this  to  show  what  was  the  effect  of  public 
opinion  at  that  time.  After  the  passing 
of  the  Eeform  Bill  this  House  bad 
continued  carefully  to  watch  legisla- 
tion, and  made  frequent  changes  both 
by  the  Amendment  and  the  rejection 
of  measures ;  and,  so  far  from  losing 
in  public  favour  in  consequence,  the 
Dissolution  proved  that  it  had  gained 
by  the  attitude  of  perfect  independence 
which  it  assumed.  Sir  Hobert  Peel, 
however,  finding  that  the  power  which 
he  had  obtained  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons was  not  sufficient  to  enable  him  to 
carry  on  the  government  of  the  country, 
resigned.  Three  years  after,  the  death 
of  the  Sling  caused  another  Dissolution, 
and  a  Parliament  was  returned,  in 
which  Sir  Eobert  Peel  had  a  still  in- 
creasing majority  of  his  supporters ; 
and  after  another  Dissolution  in  1841 
the  Government  was  turned  out  by  a 
majority  of  91  on  a  Vote  of  Want  of  Con- 
fidence on  the  Address  in  the  Commons. 
Now,  my  Lords,  that  only  shows  how 
completely  public  opinion  changes,  and 
how  little  this  House  has  to  fear,  if  it  is 
independent,  and  carries  out  its  objects 
in  a  definite  and  just  manner,  from  an 
assemblage  of  people  such  as  that  of  yes- 
terday. Depend  upon  it,  my  Lords,  you 
have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  body  which 
assembled  in  London  yesterday.  Ibelieve 
they  were,  for  the  most  part,  a  respectable 
body,  and  that  when  they  come  to  con- 
sider the  matter  in  fin  impartial  manner 
they  will  find  that  the  House  of  Lords 
has  done  perfectly  right  in  rejecting  an 
imperfect  Bill.  I  remember  that  in  1 832 
the  cry  was  "The  Bill  and  the  whole 
Bill."  I  hope  that  when  we  next  meet 
Parliament  may  have  "  the  whole  Bill,'i 
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and  Uiat  this  House  will  join  with  the 
other  ia  considnriug  the  matter  in  a  fair 
spirit.     Now,  my  Lords,  as  to  the  ques- 
tion of   the  Autumn  Session.      I  have 
no  objection  to  it  if,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Government,  it  is  desirable  to  have 
one.     Extension   of  the   franchise  is  a 
subject  which  requires  to  be  treated  in 
the  most  careful  way,  and  I  think  it  is 
possible  that  an  Autumn  Session  may  be 
useful  for  that  purpose,  in  order  to  in- 
sure that  plenty  of  time  be  given  to  this 
quebtiou — name!)',   the  question  of  the 
francliiso,    coupled  with   redistribution. 
The  qiie-stion  of  redistribution  cannot  be 
thought  of  until  you  have  a  measure  be- 
fore you;  you  must  know  in  what  man- 
ner it  is  proposed  to  treat  the  question 
'  of  redistribution  before  you  oun  express 
a  decided  opinion  upon  it.     It  is  must 
objwtionablo  to  separate  the  two  por- 
tions of  tlie  subject.     It  has  always  been 
the  practice  that  the  tn'o  subjects  should 
I  lie  treated  together ;  it  is  practically  the 
I  same,  and  all  you  have  to  do  is  to  intro- 
duce  the   Bill   in  two  parts.     Suppose 
Parliament  meets  in  November,  or  when- 
L/eTM"  it  may  please   the  Government  to 
roall    it  together ;    the    Uill   would    be 
brought  in   in  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  tlie  first  portion  would  be  the  ex- 
tensiun  of    the   frauchiao.      Prom    the 
manner  in  which  that  has  been  treat«d 
I  in  the  other  Hou.se,  and  from  the  really 
[Iciudiy  way  in  which  it  was  received  in 
[tlus,  I  do  not  think  that  the  considera- 
Ition  of  that  portion  of  the  BUI  would 
leive  rise  to   any  very  lengtheued   de- 
[Late,  but  would  be  settled  before  Par- 
iliameot  adjourned  for  Christmas.     After 
ICbristmaa  the  House  would  meet  for  the 
[consideration  of  the  other  porlion  of  the 
"Jill.     That  will  just  allow  about  three 
lonths  both  for  the  country  and  for  the 
louse  of  Commons  to  consider  the  ques- 
ion  of   redistribution  ;    and  I  think  it 
rill  be  absolutely  necessary  to  have  that 
im«  allowed  to  enable  them  to  come  to 
fair  conclusion   connected  with    that 
io£t    important    subject.      I   may  say 
that  I  erpett  that  the  question  of  rediM- 
tribtiti'io  will  be  fairly  undertaken  by 
.  '■rnment — I  shall  be  extremely 
•  nted  if  it  is  not,  and  that  such 
\u  nieoaiire  will  be  proposed  as  may  be 
fairly  considered  in  both  Houses  of  Par- 
liament and  accepted — and  in  that  way 
|I  ihitik  the  measure  wouH  certainly  re- 
Iceive  the  approval  of  Parliament  before 
flLe  eud  of  the  Session.    I  believe  there 


ia  not  one  noble  Lord  opposite,  who  is  a 
Member  of  the  Cabinet,  who  is  not  fully 
sensible  of  the  extreme  importance  of 
this  question  of  redistribution — not 
merely  upon  the  next  Parliament  which 
may  be  returned,  but  upon  the  position 
of  the  country  hereafter,  and  on  the 
character  of  the  Goveramont  who  pro- 
pose it.  I  trust,  also,  that  the  Members 
of  the  Government  in  the  other  House 
will  be  willing  to  give  the  same  con- 
sideration to  the  public  interest ;  above 
all,  I  hope  and  believe  that  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Prime  Minister  will 
himself  bo  most  desirous  that  whatever 
the  proposals  on  that  subject  may  be, 
they  may  be  of  a  character  that  will 
reflect  upon  his  Government,  and  upon 
bis  political  career,  a  reputation  for 
judgment  and  success  in  doing  that 
which  will  be  for  the  interests  of  the 
country  at  large,  and  for  his  own  cha- 
racter as  a  legislator.  I  think  it  is  de- 
sirable that  we  should  know  the  course 
the  Government  are  about  to  take  with 
regard  to  the  Autumn  Session  before 
Parliament  rises  ;  aud  I  think  the  Go- 
vernment should  be  satisfied  before 
they  have  an  Autumn  Session  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  they  intend  to  carry 
out  the  question  of  redistribution ;  and 
if,  as  it  seems  to  me,  it  is  hardly  possible 
to  do  that  in  the  interval  before  the 
Autumn  Session,  thoy  should  postpone 
it  until  the  ordinary  time  for  the  meet- 
ing of  Parliament.  It  is  most  desirable 
that  this  question  should  be  settled  in 
the  next  Session ;  and  I  trust  that 
noble  Lords  opposite  will  be  induced  to 
adopt  this  view,  and  to  take  care  that 
they  lay  their  proposals  before  Parlia- 
ment in  a  manner  which  is  likely  to 
meet  with  the  general  acceptance  of  all 
Parties. 

E-^BL  GRANVILLE :  My  Lords,  the 
noble  Earl  who  has  just  sat  down  speaks 
with  very  great  authority,  not  only  from 
the  Office  which  he  holds  in  this  House, 
hut  from  the  personal  qualities  he  pos- 
sesses in  the  estimation  of  your  Lord- 
ships. I  am  always  desirous  of  care- 
fully considering  anything  which  he  says 
which  at  all  afl'ects  the  character  of  this 
House  ;  and  I  am  bound  to  add  that  tho 
remarks  ho  has  just  made  have  been 
characterized  by  great  modoration. 
But,  my  Lords,  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
his  speech  has  somewhat  disappointed 
me.  I  was  rather  in  hopes,  from  the 
Notice  he  gave,  he  was  going  to  suggest 
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Bome  mode  of  adjustment  of  tlie  differ- 
ences which  exihl  between  the  two 
Houses  which  has  not  occurred  to  either 
of  the  two  sides  of  the  House  up  to  this 
moment.  The  noble  Lord  made  a  be- 
coming allusion  to  tho  charaeter  of  that 
remarljnble  demonstralion  which  took 
place  in  tho  Metropolis  yesterday.  I  be- 
lieve that  that  demonstration,  and  others 
which  are  likely  to  follow,  are  very  much 
owing  to  tho  observations  of  the  noble 
Marquess,  who  is  not  here  to-night,  that 
there  is  indifference  in  the  country  ou 
this  question  of  the  Representation  of 
the  People  Bill.  The  noble  Karl  went 
'  on  to  give  us  a  history  of  the  first  great 
Reform  Bill,  which  I  and  other  Mem- 
bers of  your  Lordships'  House  remem- 
ber, and  which  all  of  us  have  read  about. 
I  doubt  whether  any  of  the  details  ho 
mentioned  are  new  to  any  of  us,  and  I 
hardly  understand  the  drift  of  those  re- 
marks. Ho  spoke  of  demonstrations, 
not  orderly  and  peaceable,  as  that  of 
yesterday,  but  of  great  violence,  all  over 
the  country.  Ho  talked  of  the  conces- 
sion this  House  subsequently  made  to 
the  feeling  of  the  country,  and  then  he 
explained  to  you  very  clearly  that  the 
result  was  not  so  revolutionary  as  the 
opponents  of  the  Government  of  ihat 
day  sincerely  believed  to  be  the  case. 
But  then  the  noble  Earl  goes  on  to 
suggest  that  we  should  give  up  at  ouce 
what  I  know  is  the  opinion  of  the  ma- 
jority of  your  Lordships,  because  that 
very  question  has  been  discussed  twice 
and  vuted  upon  twice  within  this  month, 
and  that  we  should  go  against  what  is 
the  opinion  of  the  Government  and  of 
the  enormous  majority  of  tho  other 
House.  I  have  spoken  in  the  two  de- 
bates, and  I  do  not  think  that  I  am 
called  upon  on  this  occasion  —  and  I 
think  I  can  gather  from  the  disappear- 
ance from  the  Front  Opposition  Bench 
of  all  the  noble  Lords  who  usually  oc- 
cupy it  that  they  are  of  ray  opinion — 1 
do  not  think  that  I  am  called  upon  to 
re-enter,  or  that  there  would  be  any 
great  advantage  in  recommencing,  a  de- 
Date  on  exactly  the  same  subject.  The 
noble  Earl  speaks  of  redistribution,  and 
appeals  to  us  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
we  should  undertake  it.  I  assure  him 
that  he  is  not  mistaken  in  believing  that 
we  all  feel  that  a  great  responsibility 
lies  upon  us  in  regard  to  it ;  but  when 
ho  makes  this  allusion  I  cannot  help  re- 
minding your  Lordships  that  Mr.  Ulad- 
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stone,  ou  the  very  first  stnge  of  the  Re- 
presentation of  the  People  Bill,  speaking 
then  for  himself,  gave  the  general  cha- 
racter of  the  principles  which  ought  to 
govern  a  Redistribution  Bill — a  Bill  of 
a  very  different  character  from  that 
which  has  sometimes  been  advocated  by 
the  Members  of  extreme  Parties  in  this 
country.  No  Member  of  the  Government 
objected  to  it,  and  Mr.  Chamberlain 
took  an  early  opportunity  of  expressing 
his  accordance  with  those  principles. 
Ou  the  other  hand,  we  heard  some  vague 
objections  to  what  may  be  done ;  but 
we  have  not  heard  one  word  as  to  the 
lines  on  which  redistribution  should  take 
place.  Therefore,  I  hope  that  tho  noble 
Earl,  while  giving  us  advice,  which 
we  will  carefully  consider,  will,  at 
the  same  time,  weigh  that  advice  and 
give  it  to  his  own  political  friends,  in 
order  that  we  may  be  enlightened  a 
little  more  than  wo  are  now  as  to  the 
character  of  the  redistribution  to  which 
thuy  look  forward.  The  noble  Earl 
stated  that  there  was  a  misunderstand- 
ing in  the  country  as  to  the  position  of 
tliis  House  and  the  Government.  Is  it 
really  a  misunderstanding  that  it  is  the 
House  of  Lords  and  not  the  Government 
who  have  delayed  this  Bill  ?  I  am  very 
much  afraid  that  there  is  not  much 
chance  of  the  country  in  general  thinking 
that  it  is  the  fault  of  the  Oovemment 
and  not  of  your  liOrdships'  House  when 
exercising  that  kindness  to  tho  Bill 
which  has  been  so  nearly  fatal  to  it,  and 
has  been  practically  fotal  to  it  this  Ses- 
sion. I  trust  I  have  said  nothing  that 
will  lend  excitement  or  unnecessary 
vigour  to  the  agitation  which  is  going 
on.  The  duty  of  the  Government  is,  I 
think,  very  clear,  and  I  cannot  depart 
from  it. 

TuE  Duke  of  ARGYLL :  My  Lords, 
I  am  not  surprised  that  the  noble  Earl 
has  paid  the  compliment  wliich  he  has 
done  to  the  noble  Earl  the  Chairman  of 
Committees  for  the  able  and  conciliatory 
manner  in  which  he  has  spoken  to-night. 
I  came  down  to  this  House  to-night  with 
very  great  curiosity  ;  because  the  noble 
Earl  proposed  to  call  the  attention  of 
your  Lordships  to  the  only  manner  in 
wliich  the  extension  of  the  franchise 
question  can  be  satisfactorily  settled. 
Now  I  have  a  much  less  ambitious  ob- 
ject in  view  in  the  few  words  I  wish  to 
address  to  your  Lordships  to-night. 
Bat  I  think  that  it  is  not  an  unfitting; 
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ocoaaion  to  point  out  to  both  sides  of  Ibe 
House  the  nearness  of  the  position  of 
the  two  Parties,  with  a  view  to  concilia- 
tory action.  In  the  first  plaoe,  I  ask 
myself  what  the  (government  gained  as 
a  result  of  the  action  of  the  two  Houses. 
The  common  impression  seems  to  be 
that  the  Government  have  been  defeated 
in  the  main  object  of  their  policy.  I 
cannot  accept  that  view.  It  appears  to 
me  that  the  Government  have  gained 
their  miiiii  object.  They  have  secured 
from  this  House  a  distinct  and  emphatic 
assent  to  the  principle  of  the  Franchise 
Bill.  I  must  say  that  I  do  not  at  all 
share  in  any  doubts,  hinted  at  or  ex- 
pressed, as  to  the  sincerity  of  my  noble 
Friends  opposite.  My  noble  Friend  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Aflairs 
referred  the  other  night  to  tlie  contrast 
between  the  earnestness  of  the  Prime 
Minister  and  the  want  of  earnestness 
shown  on  the  other  side.  I  must  say  that 
there  are  very  few  who  can  rise  to  the 
enthusiasm  of  my  right  hon.  Friend.  I 
.  point  out  to  the  House  that  in  the 
ioently  able  speech  in  which  the 
?^anchi8e  Bill  was  introduced  in  this 
House  there  were  no  wUd  or  extrava- 
gant views  expressed  as  to  the  immense 
advantage  to  be  gained  by  this  g^eat 
addition  to  the  franchise.  I  am  not 
quite  sure,  if  I  were  to  examine  closely 
the  interior  feelings  and  sentiments  of 
my  noble  Friends  on  the  Liberal 
Benches,  whether  I  should  not  find 
simply  that  assent  and  consent  which 
men  of  business  give  in  important  mat- 
ters of  this  kind  to  a  g^eat  movement 
for  the  public  benefit.  I  believe  that 
most  of  us  accept  it,  some  as  an  act  of 
justice,  but  more  as  an  act  of  obvious 
political  necessity.  It  was  pointed  out 
in  the  introduction  of  this  Bill  that  when 
ifr.  Disraeli  introduced  his  Bill  extend- 
ing the  franchise  to  all  rateable  house- 
holders in  tbo  boroughs  all  saw  that  it 
was  merely  a  question  of  time  before  its 
extension  to  the  counties.  I  myself 
have  alwa3's  said  that  the  population  of 
the  country  were  quite  as  fitted  for  the 
franchise  as  those  of  the  towns.  Well, 
this  great  principle  having  been  ad- 
mitted and  accepted  by  all  sides  of  this 
House,  I  say  that  the  Government  have 
gained  immensely  in  the  course  of  action 
which  they  have  taken.  They  must  not 
consider,  and  the  country  must  not  con- 
eider,  that  they  have  been  defeated  in 
the  measure  they  have  brought  forward. 


That  is  a  great  point ;  but  there  is 
another  point  which,  in  my  opinion,  has 
not  been  sufficiently  looked  at.  I  think 
that  the  Government  have  not  only 
gained  in  that  particular  matter;  but  I 
think  that  they  have  gained  the  main 
object  which  Mr.  Gladstone  had  when 
he  separated  the  two  Bills.  I  think 
that  great  misunderstanding  has  pre- 
vailed with  respect  to  the  language  of 
Mr.Qladstone.  Myrighthon,  Friendhas 
been  quoted  by  the  noble  Marquess  (the 
Marquess  of  Salisbury)  as  having,  in  his 
speech  in  Downing  Street,  admitted  that 
the  separation  of  the  two  Bills  was  a 
preconcerted  scheme,  as  if  it  were  a  trap 
for  the  Opposition.  If  you  will  look  at 
the  words  of  the  Prime  Minister  you 
will  find  that  that  is  by  no  means  a  just 
construction  to  put  upon  them.  In  his 
speech  in  Downing  Street  he  wished 
distinctly  that  all  Parties,  and  not  only 
the  Opposition,  should  be  placed  under 
pressure  to  accept  a  fair  Redistribution 
Bill  if  the  Franchise  Bill  passed.  The 
passage  which  was  considered  by  the 
noble  Marquess  as  a  trap  for  the 
(Opposition  was  distinctly  and  candidly 
explained  in  the  speech  which  the  Prime 
Minister  made  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, a  corrected  report  of  which  has 
been  published.  What  the  Prime 
Minister  said  was  simply  this— a  Re- 
distribution Bill  is  a  Bill  which,  of 
necessity,  touches  personal  interests, 
while  the  Franchise  Bill  does  not 
necessarily  touch  the  personal  interests 
of  anybody.  In  the  House  of  Com- 
mons there  are  those  who  represent 
small  boroughs  which  are  likely  to 
be  disfranchised ;  there  are  those  to 
whoso  constituencies  other  boroughs  may 
be  added ;  and  others  who  may  be  af- 
fected by  any  Boimdnry  Bill  that  may 
be  introduced.  Mr.  Gladstone's  orgu- 
ment  is  that  so  many  are  the  persons  on 
all  sides  of  the  House  whose  interests 
will,  of  necessity,  bo  touched  by  the 
Redistribution  Bill,  that  nothing  can  be 
easier  than  for  the  various  sections  of 
the  House  to  combine  to  defeat  such  a 
Bill  unless  they  know  that  the  Franchise 
Bill  is  practically  passed.  That  is  an 
avowal  of  tactics  on  the  part  of  the 
Leader  of  a  great  Party.  But  it  refers 
not  only  to  the  professional  opposition, 
but  to  the  necessary  opposition  which 
must  arise  on  so  ditficult  and  complicated 
a  measure.  It  appears  to  me  that  by 
the  action  of  this  House  in  accepting  the 
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principle  of  the  Bill  the  Government 
have  practically  gained  their  object  as 
regards  redistribution.      ^V^lat   is   the 
effect  ?    We  are  now  sitting  in  a  room 
■with  the  doors  ajar,  and  2,000,000  of 
eager  faces  are  looking  into  the  Chamber 
for   admission.     Does   any  Member   of 
this  House  think  that  any  power  or  Party 
in  the  8tate  can  long  leave  that  door 
ajar?    No;  it  is  not  possible.    And  what 
•would  bo  the  oti'eotof  it  ?     Many  of  your 
Ix)rdships  will  remember  a  celebrated 
phrase  of  Lord   Palmerston,    who  was 
himself  personally   opposed   for    many 
years  to  any  great  extension  of  the  fran- 
chise.    Somebody  was  arguing  that  it 
would   have   a  very  small  result,   and 
that  the  same  class  of  men  would  come 
in  as  before.      "Yes,"  said  Lord  Pal- 
merston,   "  the  same  men  will  got  in, 
as  before;  but  they  will  play  to  the  1». 
gallery  instead  of  to  the  boxes."    That 
•was  a  somewhat  rude  and  rough  oxpres- 
I  sion;  but  most  of  your  Lordships  will 
[recognize  the  truth  of  it.     Members  of 
I'arliament  who  are  now  sitting  for  the 
present  constituencies  will,  undoubtedly, 
be  affected  by  the  admission  of   these 
2,000,000,  their  conduct,  their  language, 
Land  their  votes  will  no  longer  be  the 
Isame  as  before.  Therefore,  the  pressure 
which  you  wish  to  put  ou  Members  of 
the  House  of  Commons  upon  all  sides 
towards  a  (compromise  on  the  question 
of  rodistribution  is  a  pressure  which  you 
have  already  secured.     That  is  a  consi- 
deration which  I  wish  to  point  out  to  my 
noble  Friends  on  the  Treasury  Bench. 
There  is  another  point  to  which  I  wish 
to  direct  the  attention  of  the  House,  and 
,  all  the  more  because  it  was  touched  by 
ay  noble  Friend  who  has  just  sat  down, 
Pand  that  is  the  language   which   Mr. 
Gladstone  held  in  regard  to  the  prin- 
ciples   of    redistribution.     And    I    am 
bound  to  say  that  I  myself  feel  strong 
confidence — although  it  is  impossible  for 
me  to  convey  to  other  Members  of  the 
House  that  confidence — in  the  reason- 
able and  moderate  opinions  of  the  Prime 
Minister  ou  this  particular  question.     I 
have  that  confidence  as  strongly  as  any 
man  may  feel  it  who  looks  merely  at  the 
character  of  the  Franchise  Bill,  because 
it  18  eminently  moderate  ond  conserva- 
tive as  far  as  it  is  possible  to  make  any 
Bill  conservative  which  makes  such  an 
enormous  addition  to  the  electoral  body. 
But  Mr.  Gladstone  has  gone  to  a  very 
g^eat  extent  in  indicating  what  are  his 
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opinions  as  to  redistribution.    As  his 
speech  has  been   carefully  republished 
and  edited,  I  took  the  trouble  this  morn- 
ing to  extract  from  it  the  propositions 
which  he  has  laid  down  in  regard  to  re- 
distribution.    They   are  these  —  First, 
that  the  change  which  is  to  be  made  is 
to  be  inside  the  magnitude  of  the  great 
change  of  18.'J2;  but,  nevertheless,  it  is 
to   be  large  in  order  to  secure  perma- 
nence and  stability.     The  second  is  that 
it  is  not  to  be  bast-d  upon,  and  is  not  to 
include,  the  principle   of  electoral  dis- 
tricts.    The  third  is  that  there  is  to  be 
no  pure  population  scale.  I  cannot  euffi- 
ciently  impress  on  the  House  the  im- 
mense   significance   of    that    principle. 
The  element  of  population  must  always, 
of  course,  be  of  importance ;  but  what 
Mr.  GinJstone  laid  down  is  the  negative 
proposition,  that  as  to  the  basis  of  re- 
distribution there  is  to  be  no  pure  popu- 
lation scale.     The  fourth  is  that  the  old 
Constitutional  distinction  between  town 
and  shire  is  to  be  retained.     The  tifth  is 
that  individualities  are  to  bo  respected. 
Here,  again,  is  a  principle  of  extensive 
significance.     And  I  beg  the  House  to 
observe  that  in  this  principle  of  redis- 
tribution you  are  acting  strictly  on  the 
ancient  lines  of  the  British  Constitution, 
and  following  precedent.  Mr.  Gladstone 
says  individualities  are  to  be  respected 
— that  is  to  say,    where  a  town  or  a 
borough   has   been  long  regarded  and 
represented  as  an  individuality  it  is  not 
to  be  dealt  with  loosely  on  a  mere  popu- 
lation scale.     The  sixth  principle  which 
ho   laid   down  is  this — that   the  great 
cities  are  not  to  have  quite  so  high  a 
proportional  share  of  representation  as 
the  rural  dispersed  popiilation.     Here, 
again,  we  have  a  principle  that  is  emi- 
nently moderate  and  Conservative ;  and 
I  say  I  believe  that  there  is  no  Member 
of  this  House  who  might  set  himself  to 
devise  a  scheme  of  redistribution  who 
would  not  gladly  accept  that  principle 
as  one  which  ought  reasonably  to  guide 
us.     Then  Mr.  Gladstone  says — and  on 
this  there  may  be  considerable  differenoo 
of  opinion — that  in  your  redistribution 
the  total  number  of  the  Irish  Members 
is  not  to  be  disturbed — is  not  necessarily 
to  be  disturbed;    but,    then,    that   was 
coupled  with  another  principle — namely, 
that  some  addition  might  be   made  to 
the  total  number   of  Members   of  the 
House  of  Commons   with   the  view  of 
oonaidering  the  claim  of    Scotland   to 
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some  additional   representation.     The 

last    proposition   was    that    the    small 

boroughs  must  be  the  places  from  which 

the  new  seats  are  to  be  obtained.    You 

can  hardly  expect  the  Prime  Minister, 

who  has  not  actually  drawn  up  a  Bedis- 

tribution  Bill,  to  go  much  farther  than 

he  has  done  in  these  declarations  on  the 

subject ;  and  I  would  point  out  to  noble 

Lords  on  both  sides  of  the  House,  and 

also  on  the  Cross  Benches,  that  this  is  a 

basis  of  redistribution  as  regards  prin- 
ciple, on  which  I  belioTO  it  to  be  per- 

f^tly  possible  for  the  two  sides  of  the 

House  to  ag^e.     My  Lords,  I  wiU  only 

add  that  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament, 

haring  agreed  in  respect  to  the  extension 

of  the  franchise,  and  having  had  outlined 

to  them  a  plan  of  redistribution  which, 

at  least  in  respect  to  principles,  will,  I 

am  satisfied,  be  generally  accepted,  I 

think  it  would  be  a  great  failure  of  Con- 
stitutional government — a  great  scandal 

to  the  Constitution  of  England — if  some 

scheme  could  not  be  devised  by  which 

this  great  reform  of  Parliament  may 

be  peaceably  accomplished. 
Loan    DENMAN   said,   a  fear  had 

been  expressed  that  if  a  Bedistribution 

of  Seats  Bill  were  placed  before  Parlia- 
ment before  the  Franchise  Bill  was  read  a 

second  time,  or  even  passed,  that  a  com- 
bination of  parties  interested  might  de- 
feat it  in  "  another  place;  "  but  in  the 
Reform  Bills  of  1831-2,  drawn  by  Sir 
Thomas  Denman,  the  whole  of  the 
schemes  were  complete ;  and  one  Mem- 
ber (Mr.  Hawkins)  gave  up  his  exclusive 
interest  in  a  borough  and  his  seat,  for 
the  more  just  representation  of  the 
people,  and  the  present  Members  of  the 
House  of  Commons  might  be  trusted  by 
frankness.  In  1859  the  Franchise  Bill 
was  debated  separately,  and  an  hon. 
and  learned  Member,  a  relative  of  his 
own,  was  afraid  of  an  education  fran- 
chise, and  then  believed  that "  Jem  Fen- 
man,"  capable  of  forgery,  might  com- 
mand votes  by  voting  papers;  also  in 
one  debate  the  present  Premier  said 
notice  might  be  given  for  the  payment 
of  rates  by  a  certain  day,  and  if  they 
were  unpaid  the  householders  should  be 
incapable  of  voting — from  his  neglect, 
after  one  Government  had  been  beaten  on 
Reform, andanotherformed.  Eeformwas 
mentioned  in  the  Queen's  Speech ;  but  it 
wasdropped,  on  whichhe(LordDenman), 
on  the  12th  of  August,  promised  to  bring 
in  the  rejected  lUform  Bill,  if  not  re- 
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vived  by  the  (Government.  In  1860,  how- 
ever, Reform  was  again  mentioned  in 
the  Speech  from  the  Throne,  and  a  Bill 
was  framed  containing  a  redistribution  of 
seats,  and  the  franchise  was  reduced  in 
counties  from  £50  to  £10  rental,  and  in 
boroughs  from  £10  rental  to  £6  rental; 
but  it  was  withdrawn  by  the  Mover 
of  the  Amendment  and  author  of 
the  new  Reform  Bill  ( Lord  John 
Russell),  in  consequence  of  the  large 
number  of  Amendments  and  the  late- 
ness  of  the  Session.  Lord  Palmerston 
had  asked — "  Is  the  House  prepared  to 
say  there  shall  be  no  reform  in  the 
representation  of  the  people  ?  It  is 
impossible."  In  1866  a  Redistribution 
Bill  was  forced  on  the  Government, 
who  were  only  in  a  majority  of  5  (against 
Earl  Grosvenor's  Amendment) ;  and  the 
present  Premier,  in  his  (Lord  Denman's) 
presence  and  hearing,  in  answer  to  Lord 
John  Manners's  quotation  from  Tenny- 
son's poems — 

"  A  land  of  settled  goveminent, 
A  land  of  just  and  old  renown. 
Where  Freedom  broadens  slowly  down 
From  precedent  to  precedent." 

said — "  It  did  not  suit  the  noble  Lord 
to  go  on ;  he  ought  to  have  said — 

'  And  statesmen  at  her  Coanoils  met, 
Who  knew  the  seasons  when  to  take 
Occasion  by  the  hand,  and  make 
The  bounds  of  Freedom  wider  yet. 
By  shaping  some  august  decree 
Which  kept  her  Throne  unshaken  still, 
Broad-baaed  upon  her  People's  will, 
And  compassed  by  th'  inviolate  sea.'  " 

That  appeared  in  Hansard,  June  4,  and  in 
T/u  Tttn«s,  June  5,  1866 ;  but  the  quota- 
tion was  from  a  poem,  "You  ask  Me 
why,  though  ill  at  ease,"  in  page  70 ; 
and  the  passage  required  to  follow  was  in 
the  epistle  dedicatory  to  the  Queen.  As 
the  truth  only  appeared  in  Mansard 
some  time  after  the  debates,  he  (Lord 
Denman)  expressed  his  belief  that  two 
Bills  dealing  with  the  subject  of  Par- 
liamentary Reform  might  be  brought  in 
early  in  the  Session,  six  months  from 
the  present  time,  and  that  then  all  parties 
womd  clearly  understand  what  was  best 
to  be  done  in  the  matter  by  reading  all 
the  debates  on  the  subject. 

ARMY— PAY,  PKOMOTION,   AND    NON- 
EFFECTIVE   PAY— THE    REVISED 

KOYAL  WAERANT.— QUESTION. 
Thb  Eabl  of  LONGFORD  asked  the 

Under   Secretary   of    State   for  War, 
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When  the  revised  Royal  Warrant  for 
pay,  promotion,  and  non-effective  pay  of 
the  Army  (which  has  effect  from  Ist 
April  1884)  will  be  issued  and  Le 
available  for  reference  ? 

The  E-uiL  of  MORLET  said,  the 
Warrant  in  question  would  be  printed 
and  circulated  early  next  month.  He  was 
afraid  it  could  not  be  got  reodj-  before. 
Although  there  hod  been  delay,  there 
had  been  practically  little  inconvenience 
caused.  The  Warrant  was  a  consoli- 
dating Warrant,  and  it  repealed  all  the 
Warrants  in  force  up  to  the  present  time. 

Hoase  adjoiimod  at  Seven  o'clock, 
to  Thursday  next,  a  quarter 
past  Ten  o'clook. 


HOUSE   OF    COMMONS, 
Tuttday,  22nd  July,  1884. 


MTirtTTES.]— Select  Committee  —  Jleport— 
Harbour  Accommodation  [No.  290]. 

Supply — eonsidfred  in  Commitlee — Civil    Seb.- 
vicB  Ebtijjates— Class    II. — Salaries   and 
Expenses  of  Civil  Depabtments,  Votes  37 
to  39. 
Setoliitioui  [July  21)  rrported. 

Public  Billr — Ordertd — Firtt  S'ading — Mili- 
tary Panaiona  and  Yoonmnry  Pav  [302] ; 
Cholera,  &c.  Protection  •  [303] ;  iChartered 
Companies  •  [301]. 

Firtt  Rmding—'SAf&X  Enlistment  •  [306]. 

Sfcimd  if ca*/ in?— Education  ;(ScoUand)  Provi- 
sional Order  •  [285]  ;  Public  Works  Loans  * 
[299]. 

Commillec — Infants  [14]— r.p. 

Commitlte — Report — Indian  Marine  •  [291]. 

Coiiiidrrrd  a$  amfiidfd— Third  Reading — Trusts 
(Scotland)  •  [270],  and  pautd. 

W'lhdraten  —  County  Courts  (Ireland)  (re- 
comm.)  *  [104-238]. 

QUESTIONS. 


CONTAGIOUS    DISEASES    (ANIMALS)— 
SWINE  FEVER-CIRCLES  OF 
ISOLfVTION. 
Mb.  R.  H.  PAGET  asked  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster.  If  Le 
will  consider  the  propriety  of  granting 
to  local  authorities  tho  power  to  create 
infected  circles  in  cases  of  swine  fever, 
immediately  after  the  outbreak,  in  order 
to  obviate  tho   delay  which  would  be 
caused  in  making  separate  application 
to  the  Privy  Council  for  the  setting  up 
of  an  infected  area  in  each  caee  ? 


ITie  JSarl  of  Longford 


Mk.  DODSON  :  An  Order  in  Council 
is  in  preparation,    and  will  be   issued 
almost  immediately,    which    will    give 
effect  to  the   suggestion  of   my  honJ" 
Friend. 

FISHERY  PIERS  ANX»  HARBOURS  (IRE., 
LAND)— AUGHRIS  PIER,  COUNTY 

8LIG0. 
Mr.  SEXTON  asked  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury,  with  regard  to  the  ereO' 
tion  of  a  pier  at  Aughvis,  county  SligOj 
Whether,  as  appears  by  the  Schedule, 
at  page  28  of  the  current  Annual  Re- 
port of  the  Irish  Commissioners  of 
Public  Works,  the  request  for  survey 
was  made  by  the  Fishery  Piers  Commis- 
sion on  tho  4th  of  October  last,  and  the 
plan  and  specification  were  forwarded 
by  the  Board  to  the  Commission  on  the 
I'ith  of  Februarj-  Inst;  whether  tho 
plan  and  specification  have  been  re- 
turned to  the  Board,  and  how  long  they 
have  lain  in  the  hands  of  the  Board 
since  the  Commission  last  heard  of  them, 
and  what  department  is  responsible  for 
the  delay  of  nearly  half-a-year  since  the 
plan  and  specification  were  completed  ;  ^^ 
whether  new  boats  and  nets  purcliased^H 
by  Aughris  fishermen  in  the  expectation  ^* 
of  the  prompt  erection  of  the  pier  are 
being  seriously  damaged  by  want  of 
proper  accommodation ;  how  soon  the 
work  will  be  begun  ;  whether  any  of  the 
39  piers  recommended  by  the  Fishery 
Piers  Commission  up  to  the  close  of  the 
year  ended  3 1st  of  March  last  have  yet 
been  put  in  course  of  construction  ;  and, 
if  not,  what  explanation  can  bo  given? 

Mr.  COURTNEY  :  Since  the  Board 
of  Works  sent  the  plans  in  this  case  to 
the  Fisheries  Commission  on  February 
12,  there  have  been  at  least  three  re- 
ferences from  the  latter  to  the  former 
suggesting  alterations ;  the  lost  one,  re- 
ceived about  four  weeks  ago,  refers  to  a 
letter  which  never  reached  the  Board, 
and  suggests  a  new  design.  The  Board  .i 
of  Works  have  always  answered  the 
references  to  them  with  reasonable 
promptitude  ;  and  the  delay  in  this  case, 
which  I  join  with  the  hon.  Member  in 
regretting,  can  certainly  not  be  laid  to 
their  charge.  A  telegrom  just  received 
states  that  the  plan  is  in  hand  ;  but  the 
Board  have  not  yet  received  from  the 
Commission  the  limit  of  cost  to  be  sanc- 
tioned. With  regard  to  the  general 
Question  put  by  the  hou.  Member,  I 
have  to  point  out  to  him  that  only  two 
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cases  were  finally  settled  by  the  Fishe- 
ries Commission  before  March  31,  and 
both  of  these  are  now  under  construc- 
tion. They  are  Ballinagaul,  in  County 
Waterford,  and  Inniscrone,  in  County 
Sligo. 

■   THE  BOYAL  UNITEESITY  OF 
IRELAND. 

Mb.  KENNY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  the  Senate  of  the  Eoyal  Uni- 
versity (Ireland)  allow  medical  men  who 
studied  in  Ireland,  and  were  qualified 
before  the  passing  of  the  Eoyal  Unirer- 
eity  Act,  but  were  prevented  from  ob- 
taining University  degrees  owing  to  the 
state  of  things  which  the  Royal  Univer- 
sity was  created  to  remove,  to  present 
themselves  on  condition  of  their  matri- 
culating for  the  final  M.B.  examina- 
tion; and,  if  not,  whether  steps  will 
be  taken  to  institute  this  measure  of 
reform  ? 

Me.  TREVELYAN  :  The  statutes  of 
the  University  empower  the  Senate  to 
act  as  suggested  in  the  case  of  gentle- 
men who  have  passed  a  course  in  arts 
and  medicine  in  certain  institutions ; 
and  the  Senate  have,  in  several  cases, 
exercised  the  power  given  to  them,  and 
allowed  gentlemen  who  had  gone  through 
a  course  of  arts  in  the  Catholic  Univer- 
sity, prior  to  the  establishment  of  the 
■Royal  University,  to  obtain  the  degree 
in  medicine  upon  passing  the  matricula- 
tion and  degree  examinations  in  the 
Boyal  University.  The  Senate  have 
not  thought  it  right  to  grant  any  such 
privilege  to  medical  men  who  had  not 
pursued  arts  studies  in  some  University 
or  College,  or  other  cognate  institu- 
tion. 

ARREARS  OF  RENT  (IRELAND)  ACT- 
JAMES  FARRELL. 

Mb.  KBNNY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  James  Farrell,  Poor  Law  Guar- 
dian of  the  Mohill  Union,  a  tenant  of 
the  Earl  of  Granard,  obtained  the  bene- 
fit of  the  Arrears  Act  in  virtue  of  a 
i'oint  application  made  by  himself  and 
lis  landlord ;  whether,  in  support  of  the 
application,  he  made  and  lodged  an 
affidavit  declaring  that  he  did  not  hold 
land  of  the  annual  value  of  more  than 
£30 ;  whether,  at  the  time  of  making 
this  affidavit,  he  held  two  farms  in  the 
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Mohill  Union,  fully  stocked  and  of  the 
annual  value  of  £58;  one  under  the 
Earl  of  Granard,  the  other  under  Mr. 
Webber,  of  Mitchelstown  Castle ;  and, 
what  action  the  Government  propose 
to  take  consequent  on  this  state  of 
facts  ? 

Mb.  TREVELYAN:  Two  of  the 
Earl  of  Granard's  tenants,  each  named 
James  Farrell,  obtained  the  benefit  of 
the  Arrears  Act.  Their  applications 
were  supported  by  the  usual  affidavits. 
The  Land  Commissioners  were  not  pre- 
viously aware  that  either  of  them  pos- 
sessed another  holding ;  but  they  have 
made  inquiry,  and  have  been  informed 
that  it  is  a  fact  that  one  of  the  tenants 
in  question  holds  a  farm  under  Mr. 
Webber,  and  that  the  valuation  of  both 
holdings,  taken  together,  is  in  excess  of 
£30.  In  these  circumstances,  they  will 
feel  it  their  duty  to  make  a  Report  of 
the  case  for  the  consideration  of  the  Law 
Officers. 

POST  OFFICE  (IRELAND)— THE  DUB- 
LIN  POST  OFFICE -SUBSTITUTION 
OF  GAS  FOR  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Mb.  SEXTON  asked  the  Postmaster 
General,  Whether  gas  engines  are  being 
substituted  for  steam  engines  forworkiog 
the  pneumatic  system  in  the  Dublin 
Post  Office ;  whether  the  condemned 
steam  engines  did  the  work  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  Post  Offioe  authorities ; 
whether  the  Technical  Department  is 
opposed  to  the  alteration,  and  whether 
Mr.  Preece,  the  chief  electrician,  upon 
being  consulted,  reported  agaiuat  the 
change  ;  what  is  the  cause  assigned  by 
the  Board  of  Works  for  the  alteration ; 
were  any  experts  consulted  ;  and,  if  so, 
would  he  state  their  names ;  what  is  the 
estimated  cost  of  the  work,  and  was  it 
regularly  advertised  or  given  away  by 
private  tender;  and,  whether  the  con- 
demned engines  and  boilers  are  already 
sold  ;  and,  if  so,  who  are  the  purchasers, 
and  what  is  the  price  ? 

Me.  FAWCETT,  in  reply,  said,  that 
there  were  gas  engines  used  in  the  Post 
Office,  as  additional  room  was  very  much 
wanted.  The  steam  engines  did  their 
work  very  well,  and  the  experiment  with 
the  gas  engines  would  be,  therefore,  to 
see  how  they  would  work.  Steam  engines 
were  still  being  used,  and  it  was  not  the 
case  that  they  had  been  sold,  as  supposed 
by  the  hon.  Member. 
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THE   IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION  (SUB- 

COMMISSIONERSj-SITTING 

AT  TUAM. 

Viscount  CEICHTON  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, If  it  is  the  fact  that  the  Sub- 
Commissioners,  on  the  18th  June  last, 
ordered  the  police  to  clear  the  Court 
House  at  Tuam,  county  Gal  way,  in 
epite  of  the  remonstrances  of  the  secre- 
tary to  the  grand  jury,  who  was  holding 
a  special  sessions  for  the  barony  of 
Clflre,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  tenders 
for  eighteen  roads  that  were  out  of  con- 
tract, and  perfecting  bonds  for  those 
who  were  accepted  as  contractors ;  whe- 
ther it  is  the  fact  that  at  least  a  hundred 
road  contractors  who  attended  to  put  in 
tenders  had  to  go  home  without  having 
done  their  business,  and  were  conse- 
quently put  to  great  expense  and  incon- 
venience ;  whether  the  grand  jury  for 
the  county  Galway  pay  rent,  taxes,  and 
insurance  for  this  Court  House  and  a 
salary  to  the  Court  House  keeper ;  and, 
whether  the  Sub-Commissioners  had  any 
legal  right  to  take  such  a  course,  and  to 
disarrange  the  fiscal  business  of  a  large 
portion  of  the  county? 

Colonel  NOLAN  said,  he  would  like 
to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  whe- 
ther any  complaint  had  been  made  by 
the  cesspayers,  or  whether  any  great  in- 
convenienco  had  been  experienced  ;  and 
also  if  he  had  any  authentic  informa- 
tion as  to  the  number  of  contractors 
concerned  ? 

Me.  TEEVELYAN:  It  is  the  fact 
that  an  unfortunate  difference  occurred 
between  the  Presentment  Sessions  and 
the  Sub-Commissioners  Court  as  to  the 
occupation  of  the  Court  House  at  Tuam. 
This  matter  had  already  engaged  the 
attention  of  the  Government  before  the 
noble  Viscount  gave  Notice  of  his  Ques- 
tion, and  an  explanation  was  received 
from  the  Chairman  of  the  Sub-Commis- 
sioners, from  -which  it  appeared  that, 
although  the  Sub- Commissioners  did  de- 
cline to  yield  to  the  representations  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Jury,  it  is 
not  a  fact  that  they  ordered  the  Court 
to  be  cleared.  "When  they  entered  the 
Court  House  the  Bench  was  unoccupied, 
and  they  believed  the  persons  present  to 
be  the  usual  assemblage  at  their  Courts. 
The  persons  whom  they  ordered  to  move 
ivere  occupying  the  seats  usually  occu. 
pied  by  professional  men,  and  the  Com. 


missioners  thought  that  they  were  far- 
mers who  had  cases  in  their  Court. 
The  Government  think  that  the  use  of 
the  county  Court  House  for  county  pur- 
poses ought  not,  in  any  circumstances, 
to  be  interfered  with,  and  that  the  Sub- 
Commission  ought  not  to  have  continued 
to  occupy  the  Court  until  assured  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Grand  Jury  that  ar- 
rangements could  be  made  for  the  trans- 
action of  the  county  business.  The  Go- 
vernment have  expressed  to  the  Land 
Commissioners  their  hope  that  steps  will 
be  taken  to  prevent  any  similar  mis- 
understanding occurring  in  future,  and 
they  trust  that  no  serious  derangement 
of  the  county  business  will  result  from 
the  present  occurrence.  I  have  not 
heard  of  any  representation  from  the 
cesspayers,  such  as  was  referred  to  by 
the  bon.  and  gallant  Member. 

THE    MAGISTRACY    (IRELAND)— THE 
REV.  J.  B.  FRITH. 

Me.  sexton  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
If  the  Eev.  John  Brien  Frith,  of  Ennis- 
killen,  against  whom  a  charge  of  having 
acted  partially  and  corruptly  in  his 
capa<iity  as  a  magistrate,  has  been  main- 
tained by  the  verdict  of  a  jury  at  Derry, 
and  whose  motion  for  a  new  trial  has 
been  refused  by  the  competent  tribunal, 
has  yet  been  superseded  from  further 
acting  in  the  Commission  of  the  Peace  ? 

Me.  TEEVELYAN :  This  case,  I  un- 
derstand, is  still  sub  judiet,  and  while  it 
is  so  no  action  can  be  taken  by  the  Gk>- 
vemment  in  respect  to  it.  If,  however, 
during  the  next  Sessions  no  steps  be 
taken  to  prosecute  the  appeal,  it  will  be 
properly  considered  whether  the  case 
can  be  referred  to  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor. 

Me.  GIBSON :  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  accept  the  statement  in  the 
Question,  that  any  jury  has  ever  main- 
tained a  charge  against  the  rev.  gentle- 
man that  he  has  acted  partially  and 
corruptly?  "Was  not  the  verdict  upon 
the  plea  of  fair  comment  ?  I  have  made 
that  correction  before. 

Me.  TEEVELYAN :  The  finding  of 
a  jury  in  civil  cases  might  have  too 
much  weight  given  to  it  with  regard  to 
persons  against  whom  the  finding  is 
given.  The  Eev.  Mr.  Frith,  in  the 
whole  business,  is  open  to  possible  ex- 
ception in  other  respects  than  as  to  his 
conduct  as  a  Judge  on  the  Bench,  with 
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regard  to  -which  I  expr(>68  no  opinion  at 
all ;  but  there  are  certain  other  ele- 
ments in  the  business  to  which  I  have 
previously  referred,  which  might  pos- 
sibly be  brought  before  the  notice  of 
the  Lord  Cbaucelior.  The  real  fact  of 
the  jury  having  found  as  they  did  in  a 
civil  ca«e,  undoubtedly  by  no  means  is 
in  itself  sufficient  ground  for  referring 
to  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

Mb.  GIBSON:  That  is  not  an  an- 
swer to  my  point.  I  put  a  precise  ques- 
tion to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  It  is 
the  second  or  third  occasion  I  have  put 
it.  Is  or  is  it  not  a  fact  that  there  was 
no  plea  of  justification,  and  only  a  plea 
of  fair  comment,  and  it  was  upon  that 
plea  tbe  jury  found  ? 

Mb.  T'REVELYAN  :  I  do  not  in  the 
least  say  I  approve  of  the  wording  of 
the  question.  In  paying  Mr.  Frith's 
conduct  might  ultimBt>!ly  have  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  I  do  not 
hy  ony  means  say  it  is  on  tlie  same 
grounds  as  the  bun.  Member  fur  Sligo 
thinks  it  should  be  referred. 

Mr.  SE.KTON:  I  wish  to  ask  the 
hon.  and  learned  Solicitor  General  for 
Ireland,  who  has  a  kuo\rlodg<j  of  this 
case,  whether  it  is  not  the  fact  that 
Captnin  M'Ternan  swore  that  the  Rov. 
Mr.  Frith  had  acted  corrujitly  and  jrar- 
tially,  and  that  his  conduct  was  a  pollu- 
tion of  the  justice  seat ;  and,  -whether, 
upon  the  issues  raised,  the  jury  found 
for  Iho  defendant;  whether  it  is  not 
the  fact  t'lat  the  time  allowed  by  law 
fur  appeal  has  not  now  lapsed,  and 
that  it  is  impossible  to  reopen  the 
question  ? 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walker):  The  time 
has  not  passed  by  for  appeal.  The 
-way  the  matter  stood  was  this.  The 
issue  was  not  whether  Mr.  Frith  had 
acted  corruptly,  but  whether  a  public 
journalist,  on  the  information  bolore 
him,  was  justified  in  statements  whirli 
be  had  made.  Captain  M'Ternan,  in 
cross-examination,  did  state  that  Mr. 
Frith  acted  corruptly  and  partially. 
Ihat  -was  forced  from  him  on  cross- 
exitmination ;  but  that  was  not  techni- 
cally the  issue  before  the  jury. 

Mb.  GIBSON  :  Was  it  the  issue  at 
all? 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walker)  :  No. 

Viscount  CRICHTON  :  Is  it  the  fact 
that  the  Judge  before  whom  the  case 


was  heard,  and  the  two  Judges  who 
heard  the  appeal,  expressed  themselves 
strongly  to  the  effect  that  there  were  no 
grounds  for  the  charge  of  corruption 
and  partialitv? 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walker):  I  heard  the 
Charge  of  the  Judge  ;  but  I  cannot  con- 
firm what  the  nublo  Viscount  has  said 
regarding  the  apptal.  I  was  not  there, 
and  I  have  not  read  it. 

Mr.  GIBSON:  Oh;  everyone  haa 
read  it. 

Mr.  SEXTON  :  Is  it  a  fact  that  a 
Judge  wept  on  the  Bench  on  that  occa- 
sion ? 

[No  reply.] 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (IKELAND)— CASE 
OF  JOUN  DONOGHDE,  A  LUNATIC. 
Mb.  HARRINGTON  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  L'ird  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, Whether  it  i«  a  fai^t  that  a  young - 
man  named  Jolm  Di>niii;hue  wasin  May 
lii.st  committed  to  Mullin;.'ar  Gu'.l  dn  a 
chargo  of  murdering  lii-*  I'uther  ;  wtietlier 
the  verdict  of  the  cormer's  jury  stati-d 
that  this  young  man  -was  a  lunatic ; 
whether,  notwitli.stunding.  the  governor 
of  the  gaol  allo-wcd  him  to  exercise  and 
work  with  other  prisoners;  if  it  is  true 
that,  while  so  engaged,  he  made  an  at- 
tack with  a  ppado  upon  the  life  of  an- 
•ithor  prisoner,  named  Dillon,  and  in- 
flii:iod  upnn  him  injuii^s  so  severe  that 
h"  was  confined  to  hospital  for  several 
weeks ;  has  the  Prisons  Board  taken 
any  acti'm  to  ascertain  what  ofhcial  ia 
responsible  for  allowing  a  dangerous 
limatic,  committed  on  a  charge  of  mur- 
dering his  father,  to  ns-sociate  freely  and 
without  restraint  with  other  prisoners; 
and,  -will  any  compensation  be  given  to 
the  young  man  Dillon,  whose  health  was 
so  seriously  impaired  by  this  neglect  of 
the  prison  officials  ? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN;  JohnDonoghue 
-was  committed  to  Mullingar  Prison  on 
tho  v!5th  of  April,  under  a  Coroner's 
warrant,  charged  with  the  murder  of 
his  father.  The  warrant  contained  no 
reference  to  the  prisoner's  being  insane, 
though  it  is  a  fact  that  the  verdict  of 
the  Coroner's  Jury  did  contain  such  a 
reference.  For  a  month  following  his 
committal,  the  prisoner  was  associated 
for  two  hours  daily  at  exercise  with  the 
other  prisoners  of  his  class,  and  always 
conducted  himself  quietly  up  to  the  "iKh, 
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of  May,  irhen  lie  made  an  attack  on 
the  prisoner  Dillon.  The  Prisons  Board, 
at  the  time,  conveyed  to  the  Gtoremor 
of  the  prison,  who  was  the  responsible 
official,  an  expression  of  their  disap- 
proval of  a  prisoner  with  such  ante- 
cedents as  Donoghuc's  havini;;  been 
placed  in  a  position  which  enabled  him 
to  commit  the  assault.  No  permanent 
injury  was  inflicted  on  Dillon,  and  no 
question  of  compensation  has  ever  been 
raised  or  consid<>red. 

Mb.  IIARHINOTON  asked,  was  the 
yonng^  man  Dillon  at  present  a  pri- 
soner ?        

Mr.  .  TBE7ELYAN  vas  understood 
to  reply  in  the  affirmative. 

THE  BOARD  0F.W0BK8,  (IBELAND)— 
CASE  OFrM'HUGH,  OrBOLUTTAFFY. 
Mr.  DE-VSY  asked  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  If  Patrick  M'Cue,  a  tenant 
'  farmer,  of  Coolarht,  Claremorris,  county 
Mayo,  mado,  about  half-a-year  since, 
an  application  to  the  Board  of  Works 
for  a  loan  ;  whetlior  his  landlord  is  Mr. 
John  P.  Ormsby ;  whether  the  landlord's 
son,  Mr.  Charles  C.  Ormnby,  is  the  In- 
spector for  the  Board  of  SVorks  in  the 
barony  in  which  his  father's  property  is 
■ituate;  and,  whether  the  Board  will 
transfer  Mr.  C.  C.  Ormsby  to  another 
district  ? 

Mb.  COURTNEY:  If  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber alludes  to  the  case  of  M'Uugh,  of 
Bolintaffy,  I  beg  to  inform  him  that  his 
loan  has  been  sanctioned,  and  an  issue 
can  be  made  when  M'Qugh  has  pro- 
duced his  rent  receipts  subsenuent  to 
May,  1»83.  The  Board  of  Works  do 
not  know  whether  their  Inspector,  Mr. 
Charles  Ormsby,  is  son  to  Mr.  John 
Ormsby;  and  I  do  not  st-e  that  it  matters 
whether  lie  in  so  or  not,  as  there.is  no 
oonflict  between  the  interests  of  landlord 
•ad  tenant  in  these  cases. 


KOYAI.  IRISH    COySTAnri-ABV-PRO- 
M0TI0X.S-SrB-lXSPECT01{  FKEXCII. 

Mb.  DEASY  asked  the  Chief  .Secrf- 
tanr  to  the  Ix>rd  liiMitonant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  any  fact»  havo  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  th>>  Irish  Government  re- 
cently such  as  to  lead  them  to  deem  it 
■dviaable  to  institute  an  inquiry  into 
tlie  eases  of  promotion  in  the  force  at 
fbe  instance  <«  James  Ellis  French  since 
be  held  the  rank  of  8ub-Iaapeotor  ? 

JTr.  JfWrWjrM 


Mb.  TBEYELYAN:  The  Inapector 
Qeneral  informs  me  that  no  facta  have 
come  to  his  knowledge  which  would 
render  it  advisable  to  institute  such  Bn 
inquiry.  Very  strong  g^unds  woald 
bo  required  to  justify  such  a  conrae. 
The  period  embraced  by  the  Qnmtioii 
would  be  about  20  years. 

OVERHEAD  TELEGRAPHIC  WIRES- 
LEGISLATION. 
Sib  ALEXANDER  GORDON  aaked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Local  Gh>vemmeiit 
Board,  Whether  Her  Majesty's  €h>veni- 
ment  will  next  year  introduce  a  Bill  to 
give  to  the  Local  Authorities  of  the  Me- 
tropolis and  other  towns  such  a  power 
of  inspection  and  control  over  the  ooa- 
struction  and  maintenance  of  overhead 
telegraphic  wires  as  will  tend  to  protect 
the  public  using  the  streets  from  the 
dangers  incident  to  such  aerial  fabrics? 
Mb.  GEORGE  RUSSELL :  The  Oo- 
vernment  cannot  at  present  give  any 
undertaking  as  to  Bills  to  be  introduced 
by  them  next  Session.  There  would 
probably  be  an  advantage  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Select  Committee  to  inquire 
into  the  subject  of  overhead  telegnphio 
wires,  and  the  question  whether  such  a 
Committee  shall  be  moved  for  next  See- 
sion  will  be  considered. 

VACCINATION  ACT,  1867— EVESHAM 
BOARD  OP  GUARDIANS. 

Mb.  HOPWOOD  asked,  Whether, 
legislation  or  discussion  being  impoe- 
sible  this  Session,  it  is  intended  to  take 
any  measures,  by  circular  to  gaardiaoa 
or  otherwise,  to  discourage  the  repetition 
of  prosecutions  and  the  infliction  of  cu- 
mulative penalties  upon  parents  declining 
to  submit  their  children  to  vaccination  r 

Mr.  GEORGE  RUSSELL:  The  letter 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  of  Sep- 
tember, 1875,  addressed  to  the  Evesham 
Guardians,  sets  forth  the  consideratioos 
which  it  appears  to  us  should  be  weighed 
by  Boards  of  Guardians  in  determining 
whetlior  or  not  they  shou  d  take  further 
proceeilings  in  any  particular  case  where 
a  penalty  has  already  been  impoaed 
under  Section  31  of  the  Vaocinatioa 
.\ct.  I8C7.  That  letter  was  issued  aa  • 
Parliamentary  Paper,  and  haa  been 
widely  circulated.  We  have  no  doubt 
that  Boards  of  Guardiana,  generally, 
are  aware  of  the  views  ezpresaed  in  it ; 
and  we  do  not  propose  to  laaue  any  «r- 
ciilar  letter  aa  suggested. 
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KATT-THB  POCKTARSS-THE  VISIT. 
INU  TIMBER  INSPECTOR 

Ma.  Pl'LESTOX  Mked  the  SMretary 
tA  th*  A<imir«lt]r,  Whether  the  office  of 
Vi«itiii|t  Timber  In»p<>c(or  is  racant ; 
aad.  if  to,  bfiw  l<>n^  it  haa  been  vacant, 
•ad  for  what  reas'm ;  whether  the 
amount  of  par  attached  to  it  ha»  been 
r^ttlarlr  appmpriatod  ;  and,  whothor  it 
i«  propoeed  to  till  it  ? 

Ma.  CAM PBELL  -  BANNERMAN  : 
The  office  has  been  for  eome  time 
vacant,  pendini;  the  settlement  of  the 
f«or|^niiation  of  tho  (?onstructivo  I>e- 

Sartmeat  of  the  Admiraltj.  As  now 
ecided.  the  office  will  not  be  filled  np. 
iHiriaK  the  vacancr  the  amount  of  the 
|>a7  ha«  not  been  anpropriated,  but 
merg«d  in  the  general  saving  on  the 
Vote. 

XAVY-TUE  D0CKTARD8-C0MMI8- 
8IUN'  ON  IMK'KYAKU  WORK. 

Ma.  PULESTON  asked  the  SccreUry 
to  the  Admiralty,  Whether  the  Keport 
of  the  Comniisnion  on  Dockyard  >\  ork 
haa  been  pr«>sente<I ;  and,  when  it  will 
W  laid  nptin  the  Table  of  th«*  llonne  ? 

Ma.  CAM  PBELL  -  BAN  N  EUM  AN : 
I  presuwi*  my  hon.  Friend  refers  to  the 
Committee  recently  appointed  to  adviNe 
the  Admiralty  on  certain  matters  con- 
Bcrtad  with  shipbuilding.  The  Keport 
of  that  Committee  has  not  yet  been  for- 
warded to  the  Board ;  but  I  am  told 
that  it  will  be  finiahed  very  shortly. 

PrBUr  ilE.\LTII  —  IMroRTATION  OF 
BITTERINK  AND  OI-KOMARUAKINK. 

Ma. OUT  HAWXAY  asked  the  Chan- 
eellor  of  the  Duchy  of  l<anca^t••r,  Whe- 
ther the  Itetum  of  the  Imports,  under 
tlie  bead  of  Butter,  in  Table  10,  Uroup  3, 
of  the  Agricultural  Returns  for  Great 
Britain  for  IHh.i,  imiudes  als>  the  sub- 
stanc**  termed  Butterine  and  Oleomar- 
gariae:  and,  whether,  in  view  »f  tho  dis- 
doearrs  contained  in  the  C.'opy  of  <'orre- 
•noodence  lately  iMUed  bpr  the  PriTy 
Council  Office  in  I'aiier  No.  '.'75,  stops 
wiU  be  taki-n  fur  the  future  t»  give 
separate  Retumn  of  th«*  lm|>orts  of 
Butt'-r  and  of  the  »puri(>uit  and  often 
detett-riuus  and  |>oi«»nuuA  comi^iunds  of 
fat  and  acids  iuii><]rtr<l  into  this  Coun- 
try nndur  the  name  of  Butter,  to  the 
detriment  both  of  the  health  of  the  ctn- 
TT^ing  population  and  of  the  proeiierity 
•f  tkAMOM butlar  tzada ? 


Ma.  D0D80N,  ia  reply,  aaid,  tlia 
Ratum  to  which  the  hon.  Member  r*. 
ferred  included  spurious  butter  under  th« 
head  of  butter.  Oleomargarine  waa  not 
included  undor  that  head,  being  dasaified 
by  tho  Customs  Department  undor  the 
head  of  animal  fat.  The  Cuttoma  were 
now,  at  the  request  of  the  Treasury, 
endeavouring  to  secure  a  separate  daaai- 
fication  of  butterine  and  other  imita* 
tions  of  butter,  an<l  they  hoped  to  b* 
able  to  distinguish  them. 

LAW  AND  POLICE  (METR0P0U8)— THB 
REFORM  DEMONSTRATION. 

Mr.  out  DAWNAT  asked  the  Firat 
Commiwioner  of  Works,  Whether  the 
iron  hurdles,  posts,  and  seats  in  Hyda 
Park  were  removed  by  his  orders  in 
order  to  facilitate  the  so-called  Reform 
Demonstration  on  Monday  the  3 1  at; 
and,  if  so,  by  whom  the  expense  of 
such  removal  and  subsequent  reatotation 
will  be  defray<>d  ? 

Mr.  8HAW  LEFKVRE :  The  poata 
in  question  were  removed  by  my  ordera. 
It  was  represented  to  me  by  the  orgaa* 
iw'rs 

Ma.  WARTON :  W^ho  were  the  organ. 
ijtersf  

Ma.  SHAW  I.£FEVRE :  It  was  r*. 
presented  to  me  by  the  organ isera  of 
the  demonstration  that  there  would  be 
serious  injury  and  damage  to  the  iadi' 
viduals  fonning  tho  procession  if  the 
nosts  were  allowed  to  remain,  resnltinr 
from  the  crushing  of  so  large  a  body  (9 
{teople  through  the  poets.  Acting  upon 
that  representation,  I  gave  the  necessary 
order,  and  the  posts  were  removed  bj 
the  ordinary  labourers  of  the  Park. 
There  will  be  no  expense  caused  to  the 
public.  I  may  add  that  many  other 
demands  were  made  upon  me  by  the 
organisers  of  the  demonstration,  snoh 
as  were  made  rect>ntly  in  the  caae  of  the 
meeting  at  Edinburgh ;  but  I  declined 
to  admit  them,  on  the  ground  that  they 
w<>re  contrary  to  the  R«>gulations  of  the 
l>ark. 

Ma.  WARTON:  Would  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  be  good  enough  to  aay 
who  were  the  nrganiters? 

Ma.  J.  1A>WTHKR :  Do  I  understand 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  say  that 
the  workmen  whose  time  is  paid  for  out 
of  the  Estimates  were  employed  in  this 
service  for  political  purposes  If 

',No  reply.] 
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Me.  TATTON  EQERTON  asked  the 
First  Commissioner  of  "Works,  Under 
what  head  in  the  Civil  Service  Eetimates 
the  expenses  came,  incurred  in  preparing 
Hyde  Park  for  the  reception  of  the 
mass  meeting  of  2l8t  July,  and  repair- 
ing and  restoring  the  Park  in  a  proper 
condition  for  Her  Majesty's  peaceahle 
subjects  ? 

Me.  SHAW  LEFEVRE:  I  think  I 
have  already  answered  that  question. 
There  will  be  no  Estimate  under  which 
it  will  be  necessary  to  vote  money  for 
the  purposes  mentioned.  I  think  the 
House  will  be  glad  to  know  that  no 
damage  has  been  done  to  the  Park. 

Mb.  J.  LOWTHER :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  not  answered  my  ques- 
tion which  I  afked  him  just  now.  I  do 
not  know  whether  he  caught  it,  owin<j^to 
the  rather  disorderly  cries  of  Members 
below  the  Gangway  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House.  \Cru*  of  "Order!"  and 
"Withdraw!'*] 

Me.  JESSE  COLLTNQS:  I  rise  to 
Order.  I  wish  to  a(<k  you,  Mr.  Speaker, 
whether  it  is  in  Order  for  a  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  describe  certain  Members 
of  Parliament  as  being  "  disorderly  ?" 

Me.  J.  LOWTHER :  Before  you  reply, 
Mr.  Speaker,  to  the  point  of  Order,  1 
wish  to  state  that  I  am  prepared  to 
name  the  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the 
Gangway  who  did  make  a  disorderly 
cry. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  word  "dis- 
orderly "  is  relative.  I  think  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  meant  to  complain  of 
the  noise  which  may  have  prevented  his 

being  heard.   

Mb.  J.  LOWTHER:  The  question 
which  I  asked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was,  whether  I  was  to  understand  his 
answer  as  meaning  that  the  workmen 
employed  by  his  Department,  which  is 
connected  with  the  Public  Service,  were 
engaged  for  these  special  purposes ;  and 
whether,  that  being  so,  they  were  not 
-^-^^^  '^ally  paid  for  out  of  the  Estimates  ? 
^S        »*itt.  GLADSTONE:   For  political 

^>  M0,e8. 
^''3*°\  Mb, J-  LOWTHER:  Very  well— 
\  tarv  to  purposes ;  that  is  to  say,  they 
et}j^oyed  in  work  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentllpo^ledg°^Vi  t«ld  us  he  was  requested 
to  underta^tly  suog  ^  organizers  of  a  demon- 
Btration  whl^We  iP''  ^^  *>««"  avowedly- 
rightly  or  wV»«»  o'?»'?"n?^  *•  P«lf  <=»!«»»*■ 

tleman  to  aaew!^  ^'^  ^  *^®  question. 
X\rntlf 


Mb..  BR0ADHT7RST:  Before  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  answers  that 
question,  I  should  like  to  ask  him 
whether  the  men  employed  in  removing 
the  hurdles  for  pubUc  convenience  yes- 
terday are  the  same  men  who  are  em- 
ployed constantly  in  keeping  a  special 
track  of  a  large  portion  of  the  Park  for 
a  special  and  select  class  of  horse-riders  ? 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVEE:  I  have  al- 
ready explained  that  I  ordered  the  work 
because  I  considered  it  to  be  necessary 
for  the  public  safety. 

Mb.  TATTON  EQERTON:  I  should 
like  to  ask  whether,  in  any  future  de- 
monstration, the  First  Commissioner  of 
Works  will  be  prepared  to  arrange  the 
Park  for  political  mt-etings  ? 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVRE:  That  is  a 
hypothetical  question  which  I  really  caa> 
not  undertake  to  answer. 

Mr.  TATTON  EGERTON :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  Whether  the  police  guard- 
ing a  procession  on  Sunday  passing 
through  Onslow  Place  were  employed 
on  special  duty,  cmd  by  whom  paid  ; 
and,  whether  he  approves  of  the  Metro- 
politan Police  being  employed  for  the 
protection  of  mendicity  ? 

SiE  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  As  to 
this  affair  in  Onslow  Place,  if  the  hon. 
Member  will  give  me  further  informa- 
tion, I  will  make  inquiries.  All  I  know 
is  that  no  special  police  were  employed, 
and  that  no  special  cost  was  incurred. 

Mb.  TATTON  EGERTON :  That  only 
shows  the  ignorance  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  as  to  his  work.  I  wish  further  to 
ask  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man, whether  the  refusal  of  a  superin- 
tendent of  police  to  enable  a  Member  of 
the  House  of  Commons  to  cross  Kcca- 
dilly  in  the  crowd,  before  any  passage 
of  the  procession  of  21st  July,  is  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  pledge  given  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government  ? 

Mr.  R.  N.  FOWLER  (Loed  Matoe)  : 
Before  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman answers,  may  I  ask  him  whether 
it  was  by  his  orders  that  Members  of 
Parliament  were  prevented  from  passing 
through  the  Strand  on  their  way  to  the 
House  yesterday  ? 

SiE  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  No, 
Sir,  certainly  not ;  more  particularly,  I 
should  never  have  thought  of  stopping 
the  Lord  Mayor.  As  regards  the  ques- 
tion of  the  hon.  Member  for  Cheshire 
(Mr.  T.  Egerton),  I  must  have  some 
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further  information  on  that  matter  be- 
fore I  can  answer  it.  I  really  do  not 
know  who  the  person  was,  or  the  time 
or  the  place.  If  he  will  give  me  par- 
ticnlars,  I  will  inquire  into  the  matter. 
I  have  received  an  amusing  letter  from 
a  gentleman  as  to  a  scene  of  that  kind ; 
but  I  will  not  read  it  to  the  House. 
With  reference  to  these  Tarious  charges 
as  to  the  conduct  of  the  police,  I  would 
suggest  to  hon.  Members  opposite  that, 
as  a  right  hon.  Gentleman  on  the  Front 
Opposition  Bench  has  given  Notice  that 
he  intends  to  move  the  rejection  or  the 
reduction  of  the  Vote  for  the  payment  of 
the  Metropolitan  Police,  these  questions 
should  be  reserved  until  then.  Of  course, 
a  Motion  of  that  kind,  coming  from 
the  Front  Opposition  and  Conservative 
Bench,  is  a  very  serious  matter;  and 
when  the  Conservative  Opposition  pro- 
poses to  refuse  the  pay  of  the  Metro- 
politan Police,  I  shall  be  prepared  to 
meet  the  charges  against  the  police, 
and  to  maintain  that  they  deserve  the 
approbation,  and  not  the  censure  or 
punishment,  of  this  House. 

Mh.  J.  LOWTHER:  Can  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Qentleman  give  any 
indication  when  that  Vote  is  likely  to  be 
reached  ?  I  would  also  ask  whether  he 
misunderstands  me  in  saying  that  I  pro- 
pose the  rejection  of  the  Vote  ? 

8iK  WILLIAM  HAECOUBT :  No ; 
the  reduction. 

Mb.  J.  LOWTHEE :  I  undertook,  in 
a  formula  well  known  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  to  move  the  reduction  of  the 
Vote  solely  for  the  purpose  of  putting 
myself  in  Order.  If  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  will  put  me  in  a 
position  to  move  the  reduction  of  the 
Home  Office  Vote,  that  would  really 
meet  my  views  much  better. 

Mb.  TATTON  EGERTON:  I  will 
give  the  Home  Secretary,  categorically 
and  in  writing,  the  cases  mentioned  in 
my  two  Questions,  and  I  shall  expect  to 
get  a  categorical  answer. 

Mb.  E.  N.  FOWLEE  (Lord  Mayor): 
Is  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man aware  that  a  Member  of  this  House 
was  stopped  yesterday  in  the  Strand 
when  on  his  way  to  the  House  by  the 
police,  and  that  when  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man said  he  was  a  Member  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  was  going  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  the  answer  was — "I  do  not 
care  who  you  are ;  my  orders  are  to  stop 
ihe  Queen  if  she  comes  this  way  ?  " 


Mb.  J.  LOWTHEE :  Will  it  suit  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's  con- 
venience to  make  some  fixed  arrange- 
ment for  taking  the  Metropolitan  Police 
Vote  ?  As  the  Home  Secretary  appears 
to  consider  it  a  mattter  of  importance, 
as  no  doubt  it  is,  it  will  perhaps  be  for 
the  convenience  of  the  House  that  some 
definite  arrangement  should  be  made. 
Will  he  take  it  at  the  beginning  of  a 
Sitting? 

Sir  WILLIAM  HAECOURT:  Cer- 
tainly, Sir ;  if  I  understand  that  this  is 
an  organized  attack  on  the  Metropolitan 
Police  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  op- 
posite, I  will  take  very  good  care  that 
the  Vote  is  not  decided  without  sufficient 
Notice. 

Mb.  J.  LOWTHEE:  I  must  have 
some  explanation  of  this.  Does  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  still 
misunderstand  me,  and  say  that  I  mean 
to  attack  the  Metropolitan  Police  when 
I  have  more  than  once  disclaimed  it? 
My  attack  is  really  on  the  Home  Secre- 
tary. 

PAELTAMENT  —  BUSINESS     OF     THE 

HOUSE— EOYAL  COUJRTS  OF  JUSTICE 

BILL. 

Mb.  WHITLEY  asked  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury,  What  course  the  Go- 
vernment intend  to  pursue  in  reference 
to  the  Eoyal  Courts  of  Justice  Bill  ? 

Mb.  COURTNEY,  in  reply,  said,  the 
matter  was  under  consideration,  and  he 
hoped  very  shortly  to  be  able  to  inform 
the  hon.  Member  of  the  result. 

NAVY— COLLISION  BETWEEN  IKON- 
CLADS  IN  BANTRY  BAY. 

Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH  :  I  wish  to  ask, 
Whether  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
can  give  any  information  as  to  the  alleged 
collision  between  two  of  Her  Majesty's 
ships  off  the  coast  of  Ireland  ? 

Mb.  CAMPBELL -BANNERMAN: 
Information  has  reached  the  Admiralty 
of  the  circumstances  referred  to  by  my 
right  hon.  Friend ;  but  the  information 
does  not  extend  much  beyond  what  ap- 
pears in  the  newspapers.  The  ships  are 
proceeding  to  Plymouth,  where  an  in- 
vestigation by  court  martial  will  be  held 
into  the  cause  of  the  collision. 

EGYPT  (EVENTS  IN  THE  SOUDAN)— 
GENERAL  GORDON. 
Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAXJEIOE  : 
I  have  to  inform  the  Houbo  that  Mr. 
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Me.  TATTON  EQERTON  asked  the 
Pirst  Commissioner  of  WorkB,  Under 
what  head  in  the  Civil  Service  Estimates 
the  expenses  came,  incurred  in  preparing 
Hyde  Park  for  the  reception  of  the 
mass  meeting  of  2 let  July,  and  repair- 
ing and  restoring  the  Park  in  a  proper 
condition  for  Her  Majesty's  peaceable 
subjects  ? 

Mk.  SHAW  LEFEVEE:  I  think  I 
have  already  answered  that  question. 
There  will  be  no  Estimate  under  which 
it  will  be  necessary  to  vote  money  for 
the  purposes  mentioned.  I  think  the 
House  will  be  glad  to  know  that  no 
damage  has  been  done  to  the  Park. 

Mb.  J.  LOWTHEE  :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  not  answered  my  ques- 
tion which  I  afked  him  just  now.  I  do 
not  know  whether  he  caught  it,  owing  to 
the  rather  disorderly  cries  of  Members 
below  the  Gangway  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House.  \Cri91  e/  "Order!"  Qnd 
"  Withdraw !  '*"| 

Mb.  JESSE  COLLINGS :  I  rise  to 
Order.  I  wish  to  ask  you,  Mr.  Speaker, 
whether  it  is  in  Order  for  a  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  describe  certain  Members 
of  Parliament  as  being  "  disorderly  ?" 

Me.  J.  LOWTHER:  Before  you  reply, 
Mr.  Speaker,  to  the  point  of  Order,  I 
wish  to  state  that  I  am  prepared  to 
name  the  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the 
Gangway  who  did  make  a  disorderly 
cry. 

Mr.  SPEAKER :  The  word  "dis- 
orderly '*'  is  relative.  I  think  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  meant  to  complain  of 
the  noise  which  may  have  prevented  his 

being  heard.   

Mb.  J.  LOWTHER:  The  question 
which  I  asked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was,  whether  I  was  to  understand  his 
answer  as  meaning  that  the  workmen 
employed  by  his  Department,  which  is 
connected  with  the  Public  Service,  were 
engaged  for  these  special  purposes ;  and 
whether,  that  being  so,  they  were  not 
really  paid  for  out  of  the  Estimates  ? 
Mb.  GLADSTONE:    For  political 

purpotes.  

Mb.\J.  LOWTHER:  Very  well— 
political' ^purposes ;  that  is  to  say,  they 
were  em^yed  in  work  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  told  us  he  was  requested 
to  undertak^  by  organizers  of  a  demon- 
stration which  has  been  avowedly  — 
rightly  or  wnpngly — of  a  political  cha- 
racter. I  musff  ask  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman to  answar  the  c^uestion. 


Mb.  BROADHURST:  Before  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  answers  that 
question,  I  should  like  to  ask  him 
whether  the  men  employed  in  removing 
the  hurdles  for  public  convenience  yes- 
terday are  the  same  men  who  are  em- 
ployed constantly  in  keeping  a  special 
track  of  a  large  portion  of  the  Park  for 
a  special  and  select  class  of  horse-riders  ? 
Me.  SHAW  LEFEVEE:  I  have  al- 
ready explained  that  I  ordered  the  work 
because  I  considered  it  to  be  necessary 
for  the  public  safety. 

Mb.  TATTON  EQERTON:  I  should 
like  to  ask  whether,  in  any  future  de- 
monstration, the  First  Commissioner  of 
Works  will  be  prepared  to  arrange  the 
Park  for  political  meetings  ? 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVEE:  That  is  a 
hypothetical  question  which  I  really  can- 
not undertake  to  answer. 

Mr.  TATTON  EGERTON:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  Whether  the  police  guard- 
ing a  procession  on  Sunday  passing 
through  Onslow  Place  were  employed 
on  special  duty,  and  by  whom  paid ; 
and,  whether  he  approves  of  the  Metro- 
politan Police  being  employed  for  the 
protection  of  mendicity  ? 

Sib  WILLIAM  HAECOUET :  As  to 
this  affair  in  Onslow  Place,  if  the  hon. 
Member  will  give  me  further  informa- 
tion, I  will  make  inquiries.  All  I  know 
is  that  no  special  police  were  employed, 
and  that  no  special  cost  was  incurred. 

Mb.  TATTON  EGERTON :  That  only 
shows  the  ignorance  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  as  to  his  work.  I  wish  further  to 
ask  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man, whether  the  refusal  of  a  superin- 
tendent of  police  to  enable  a  Member  of 
the  House  of  Commons  to  cross  Picca- 
dilly in  the  crowd,  before  any  passage 
of  the  procession  of  21st  July,  is  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  pledge  given  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government  ? 

M:r.  E.  N.  fowler  (Loed  Mayob): 
Before  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman answers,  may  I  ask  him  whether 
it  was  by  his  orders  that  Members  of 
Parliament  were  prevented  from  passing 
through  the  Strand  on  their  way  to  the 
House  yesterday  ? 

SiB  WILLIAM  HAECOUET:  No, 
Sir,  certainly  not ;  more  particularly,  I 
should  never  have  thought  of  stopping 
the  Lord  Mayor.  As  regards  the  ques- 
tion of  the  hon.  Member  for  Cheshire 
(Mr.  T.  Egerton),  I  must  have  soniQ 
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farther  information  on  that  matter  be- 
fore I  can  answer  it.  I  really  do  not 
know  who  the  person  was,  or  the  time 
or  the  place.  If  he  will  give  me  par- 
ticulars, I  will  inquire  into  the  matter. 
I  have  received  an  amusing  letter  from 
a  gentleman  as  to  a  scene  of  that  kind ; 
but  I  wiU  not  read  it  to  the  House. 
With  reference  to  these  various  charges 
as  to  the  conduct  of  the  police,  I  would 
suggest  to  hon.  Members  opposite  that, 
as  a  right  hon.  Gentleman  on  the  Front 
Opposition  Bench  has  given  Notice  that 
he  intends  to  move  the  rejection  or  the 
reduction  of  the  Vote  for  the  payment  of 
the  Metropolitan  Police,  these  questions 
should  be  reserved  until  then.  Of  course, 
a  Motion  of  that  kind,  coming  from 
the  Front  Opposition  and  Conservative 
Bench,  is  a  very  serious  matter;  and 
when  the  Conservative  Opposition  pro- 
poses to  refuse  the  pay  of  the  Metro- 
politan Police,  I  sbtul  be  prepared  to 
meet  the  charges  against  the  police, 
and  to  maintain  that  they  deserve  the 
approbation,  and  not  the  censure  or 
punishment,  of  this  House. 

Mk.  J.  LOWTHER:  Can  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  give  any 
indication  when  that  Vote  is  likely  to  be 
reached  ?  I  would  also  ask  whether  he 
misunderstands  me  in  saying  that  I  pro- 
pose the  rejection  of  the  Vote  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  HAECOUET:  No; 
the  reduction. 

Mb.  J.  LOWTHER :  I  undertook,  in 
a  formula  well  known  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  to  move  the  reduction  of  the 
Vote  solely  for  the  purpose  of  putting 
myself  in  Order.  If  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  will  put  me  in  a 
position  to  move  the  reduction  of  the 
Home  Office  Vote,  that  would  really 
meet  my  views  much  better. 

Mb.  TATTON  EGERTON:  I  will 
g^ve  the  Home  Secretary,  categorically 
and  in  writing,  the  cases  mentioned  in 
my  two  Questions,  and  I  shall  expect  to 
get  a  categorical  answer. 

Mb.  R.  N.  fowler  (Loed  Mayor): 
Is  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man aware  that  a  Member  of  this  House 
was  stopped  yesterday  in  the  Strand 
when  on  his  way  to  the  House  by  the 
police,  and  that  when  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man said  he  was  a  Member  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  was  going  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  the  answer  was — "I  do  not 
care  who  you  are ;  my  orders  are  to  stop 
ihe  Queen  if  she  comes  this  wa^  ?  " 


Mb.  J.  LOWTHER :  Will  it  suit  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's  con- 
venience to  make  some  fixed  arrange- 
ment for  taking  the  Metropolitan  Police 
Vote  ?  As  the  Home  Secretary  appears 
to  consider  it  a  mattter  of  importance, 
as  no  doubt  it  is,  it  will  perhaps  be  for 
the  convenience  of  the  House  that  some 
definite  arrangement  should  be  made. 
Will  he  take  it  at  the  beginning  of  a 
Sitting  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  Cer- 
tainly, Sir ;  if  I  understand  that  this  is 
an  organized  attack  on  the  Metropolitan 
Police  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  op- 
posite, I  will  take  very  good  care  that 
the  Vote  is  not  decided  without  sufficient 
Notice. 

Mb.  J.  LOWTHER:  I  must  have 
some  explanation  of  this.  Does  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  still 
misunderstand  me,  and  say  that  I  mean 
to  attack  the  Metropolitan  Police  when 
I  have  more  than  once  disclaimed  it? 
My  attack  is  really  on  the  Home  Secre- 
tary. 

PAELIAMENT  —  BUSINESS     OF     THE 

HOUSE-EOYAL  C0UBT8  OF  JUSTICE 

BILL. 

Mb.  WHITLEY  asked  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury,  What  course  the  Go- 
vernment intend  to  pursue  in  reference 
to  the  Eoyal  Courts  of  Justice  Bill  ? 

Mr.  COURTNEY,  in  reply,  said,  the 
matter  was  under  consideration,  and  he 
hoped  very  shortly  to  be  able  to  inform 
the  hon.  Member  of  the  result. 

KAVT— COLLISION  BETWEEN  IKON- 
CLADS  IN  BANTRY  BAY. 

Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH  :  I  wish  to  ask, 
Whether  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
can  give  any  information  as  to  the  alleged 
collision  between  two  of  Her  Majesty's 
ships  off  the  coast  of  Ireland  ? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL -BANNEBMAN: 
Information  has  reached  the  Admiralty 
of  the  circumstances  referred  to  by  my 
right  hon.  Friend ;  but  the  information 
does  not  extend  much  beyond  what  ap- 
pears in  the  newspapers.  The  ships  are 
proceeding  to  Plymouth,  where  an  in- 
vestigation by  court  martial  will  be  held 
into  the  cause  of  the  collision. 

EGYPT  (EVENTS  IN  THE  SOUDAN)— 
GENERAL  GORDON. 
Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAUEIOE  : 
I  have  to  inform  the  House  that  Mr. 
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Me.  TBEVELYAN:  The  InspectoT 
General  informs  me  that  no  facts  have 
come  to  his  knowledge  vhich  would 
render  it  advisable  to  institute  such  an 
inquiry.  Very  strong  g^nnds  would 
be  required  to  justify  such  a  course. 
The  period  embraced  by  the  Question 
would  be  about  20  years. 

OVERHEAD  TELEGRAPHIC  WIRES- 
LEGISLATION. 

Sm  ALEXANDEE  GOBDON  aaked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Local  Qovemment 
Board,  Whether  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment will  next  year  introduce  a  Bill  to 
give  to  the  Local  Authorities  of  the  Me- 
tropolis and  other  towns  such  a  power 
of  inspection  and  control  over  the  con- 
struction and  maintenance  of  overhead 
telegraphic  wires  as  will  tend  to  protect 
the  public  using  the  streets  from  the 
dangers  incident  to  such  aerial  fabrics  ? 

Mb.  GEORGE  RUSSELL:  The  Go- 
vernment cannot  at  present  give  any 
undertaking  as  to  BiUs  to  be  introduced 
by  them  next  Session.  There  would 
probably  be  an  advantage  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Select  Committee  to  inquire 
into  the  subject  of  overhead  telegraphic 
wires,  and  the  question  whether  such  a 
Committee  shall  be  moved  for  next  Ses- 
sion will  be  considered. 

VACCINATION  ACT,  1867— EVESHAM 
BOARD  OP  GUARDIANS. 

Me.  HOPWOOD  asked,  Whether, 
legislation  or  discussion  being  impos- 
sible this  Session,  it  is  intended  to  take 
any  measures,  by  circular  to  guardians 
or  otherwise,  to  discourage  the  repetition 
of  prosecutions  and  the  infliction  of  cu- 
mulative penalties  upon  parents  declining 
to  submit  their  children  to  vaccination  r 

Mb.  GEORGE  RUSSELL:  The  letter 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  of  Sep- 
tember, 1875,  addressed  to  the  Evesham 
Guardians,  sets  forth  the  considerations 
which  it  appears  to  us  should  be  weighed 
by  Boards  of  Guardians  in  determining 
whether  or  not  they  should  take  further 
proceedings  in  any  particular  case  where 
a  penalty  has  already  been  imposed 
under  Section  31  of  the  Vaccination 
Act,  1867.  That  letter  was  issued  aa  a 
Parliamentary  Paper,  and  has  been 
widely  circulated.  We  have  no  doubt 
that  Boards  of  Guardians,  generally, 
are  aware  of  the  views  expressed  in  it ; 
and  we  do  not  propose  to  issue  any  cir- 
cular letter  as  suggested. 


of  May,  when  he  made  an  attack  on 
the  prisoner  Dillon.  The  Prisons  Board, 
at  the  time,  conveyed  to  the  Governor 
of  the  prison,  who  was  the  responsible 
ofiScial,  an  expression  of  their  disap- 
proval of  a  prisoner  with  such  ante- 
cedents as  Donoghue's  having  been 
placed  in  a  position  which  enabled  him 
to  commit  the  assault.  No  permanent 
injury  was  inflicted  on  Dillon,  and  no 
question  of  compensation  has  ever  been 
raised  or  considered. 

Mb.  HARRINGTON  asked,  was  the 
young  man  Dillon  at  present  a  pri- 
soner ? 

Me.  :  TBEVELYAN  was  underetood 
to  reply  in  the  a&mative. 

THE  BOARD  OF  iWORKS, '  (IRELAND)— 
CASE  OFJM'HUGH,  OFJBOUNTAFFY. 

Me.  DEASY  asked  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  If  Patrick  M'Cue,  a  tenant 
•  farmer,  of  Coolaght,  Claremorris,  county 
Mayo,  made,  about  half-a-year  since, 
an  application  to  the  Board  of  Works 
for  a  loan ;  whether  his  landlord  is  Mr. 
John  P.  Ormsby ;  whether  the  landlord's 
eon,  Mr.  Charles  0.  Ormsby,  is  the  In- 
spector for  the  Board  of  Works  in  the 
barony  in  which  his  father's  property  is 
situate;  and,  whether  the  Board  will 
transfer  Mr.  C.  C.  Ormsby  to  another 
district  ? 

Mr.  COURTNEY:  If  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber alludes  to  the  case  of  M'Hugh,  of 
Bolintafiy,  I  beg  to  inform  him  that  his 
loan  has  been  sanctioned,  and  an  Issue 
can  be  made  when  M'Hugh  has  pro- 
duced his  rent  receipts  subsequent  to 
May,  1883.  The  Board  of  Works  do 
not  know  whether  their  Inspector,  Mr. 
Charles  Ormsby,  is  son  to  Mr.  John 
Ormsby ;  and  I  do  not  see  that  it  matters 
whether  he  is  so  or  not,  as  thereis  no 
conflict  between  the  interests  of  landlord 
and  tenant  in  these  cases. 

ROYAL  IRISH    CONSTABULARY-PRO- 
MOTIONS—SUB-INSPECTOR  FRENCH. 

Me.  DEASY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  any  facts  have  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Irish  Government  re- 
cently such  as  to  lead  them  to  deem  it 
advisable  to  institute  an]  inquiry  into 
the  oases  of  promotion  in  the  force  at 
the  instance  of  James  Ellis  French  since 
he  held  the  rank  of  Sub-Inspeotor  ? 

Jfr.  Trevelyan 
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NAVY— THE  DOCKYARDS— THE  VISIT. 
INO  TIMBER  INSPECTOR. 

Mr.  PULESTON  nsked  tho  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty,  Whether  tho  offico  of 
Visiting  Timber  Inspector  is  vacant ; 
and,  jf  so,  how  lung  it  has  been  vacant, 
nnd  for  what  reason ;  whether  the 
amount  of  pay  attached  to  it  has  been 
regularly  appropriated  ;  and,  whether  it 
is  proposed  to  till  it  ? 

Mtt.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNERMAN  : 
The  office  has  been  for  some  time 
vacant,  pending  the  settlement  of  the 
reorganization  of  the  Constructive  De- 
partment of  the  Admiralty.  As  now 
decided,  the  office  will  not  bo  filled  up. 
During  the  vacancy  the  amount  of  the 
pay  has  not  been  appropriated,  but 
merged  in  the  general  saving  on  the 
Vote. 

NAVY— THE  DOCKYARDS— COMMIS- 
SION ON  DOCKYARD  WOKK. 

Mr.  PULESTON  asked  the  Secretary 
to  tho  Admiralty,  WLelher  the  Report 
of  the  Commission  on  Dockyard  Work 
has  been  presented  ;  and,  when  it  will 
be  laid  upon  the  Table  of  flip  House  ? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNERMAN : 
I  presume  my  hon.  Friend  refers  to  the 
Committee  recently  appointed  to  advise 
the  Admiralty  on  certain  matters  con- 
nected with  shipbuilding.  The  Report 
of  that  Committee  has  not  yet  been  for- 
warded to  the  Board  ;  but  I  am  told 
that  it  will  be  finished  very  shortly. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  —  IMTORTATION  OF 
BUTTERINE  AND  OLEOMARGARINE. 

Mr.  guy  DAWNAY  asked  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  Whe- 
ther the  Return  of  the  Imports,  under 
the  head  of  Butter,  in  Table  10,  Group  2, 
of  the  Ag^cultural  Returns  for  Great 
Britain  for  1883,  includes  also  the  sub- 
stances termed  Butterine  and  Oleomar- 
garine ;  and,  whether,  in  view  of  the  dis- 
closures contained  in  the  Copy  of  Corre- 
spondence lately  issued  by  the  Privy 
Council  Office  in  Paper  No.  275,  steps 
will  be  taken  for  the  future  to  give 
separate  Retm-ns  of  tho  Imports  of 
Butter  and  of  the  spurious  and  often 
delotc-rious  and  poisonous  compounds  of 
fat  and  acids  imported  into  this  Coun- 
try under  the  name  of  Butter,  to  the 
detriment  both  of  the  health  of  the  con- 
suming population  and  of  the  prosperity 
of  theliome  butter  trade  ? 


Mr.  DODSON.  in  reply,  said,  the 
Return  to  which  the  hon.  Member  re- 
ferred included  spurious  butter  under  the 
head  of  butter.  Oleomargarine  was  not 
included  under  that  head,  being  classified 
by  the  Customs  Department  under  the 
head  of  animal  fat.  The  Customs  were 
now,  nt  the  request  of  the  Treasury, 
endeavouring  to  secure  a  separate  classi- 
fication of  butterine  and  other  imita- 
tions of  butter,  and  they  hoped  to  be 
able  to  distinguish  them, 

LAW  ANT)  POLICE  (METROPOLIS)— THE 
REFORM  DEMONSTRATION. 

Mr.  guy  DAWNAY  asked  the  First 
Commissioner  of  Works,  Whether  the 
iron  hurdles,  posts,  and  seats  in  Hyde 
Park  wero  removed  by  his  orders  in 
order  to  facilitate  the  so-called  Reform 
Demonstration  on  Monday  the  2l8t; 
and,  if  so,  by  whom  the  expense  of 
such  removal  and  subsequent  restoration 
will  be  defrayed  ? 

Mk.  SHAW  LEFEVRE :  The  posta 
in  question  were  removed  by  my  orders. 
It  wos  represented  to  me  by  the  organ- 
izers  

Mr.  WARTON  :  Who  were  the  organ- 
izers? 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVRE :  It  was  re- 
presented  to  me  by  the  organizers  of 
the  demonstration  that  there  would  be 
serious  injury  and  damage  to  the  indi- 
viduals forming  the  procession  if  the 
posts  were  allowed  to  remain,  resulting 
from  the  crushing  of  so  large  a  body  of 
people  through  the  posts.  Acting  upon 
that  representation,  I  gave  tho  necessary 
order,  and  the  posts  were  removed  by 
the  ordinary  labourers  of  the  Park. 
There  will  be  no  expense  caused  to  the 
public.  I  may  add  that  many  other 
demands  were  made  upon  me  by  the 
organizers  of  the  demonstration,  such 
as  wore  made  recently  in  the  case  of  the 
meeting  at  Edinburgh  ;  but  I  declined 
to  admit  them,  on  the  ground  that  they 
were  contrary  to  the  Regulations  of  the 
Park. 

Mr.  W.A.RTON:  Would  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  be  good  enough  to  say 
who  wero  the  organizers? 

Mr.  J.  LO  WTHER  :  Do  I  understand 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  say  that 
the  workmen  whoso  time  is  paid  for  out 
of  the  Estimates  were  employed  in  this 
service  for  political  purposes  ? 

[No  reply.] 
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Mb.  TATTON  EGERTON  asked  the 
Pirst  Commissioner  of  Works,  Under 
what  head  in  the  Civil  Service  Estimates 
the  expenses  came,  incurred  in  preparing 
Hyde  Park  for  the  reception  of  the 
mass  meeting  of  2 let  July,  and  repair- 
ing and  restoring  the  Park  in  a  proper 
condition  for  Her  Majesty's  peaceable 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVHE:  I  think  I 
have  already  answered  that  question. 
There  will  be  no  Estimate  under  which 
it  will  be  necessary  to  vote  money  for 
the  purposes  mentioned.  I  think  the 
House  will  be  glad  to  know  that  no 
damage  has  been  done  to  the  Park. 

Mr.  J.  LOWTHEE  :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  not  answered  my  ques- 
tion which  I  atiked  him  just  now.  I  do 
not  know  whether  he  caught  it,  owin<^  to 
the  rather  disorderly  cries  of  Members 
below  the  Gangway  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House.  I  Cries  of  "Order!"  and 
"Withdraw!^] 

Mb.  JESSE  COLLTNGS :  I  rise  to 
Order.  I  wish  to  ask  you,  Mr.  Speaker, 
whether  it  is  in  Order  for  a  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  describe  certain  Members 
of  Parliament  as  being  "  disorderly  ?" 

Mb,  J.  LOWTHER:  Before  you  reply, 
Mr.  Speaker,  to  the  point  of  Order,  1 
wish  to  state  that  I  am  prepared  to 
name  the  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the 
Gangway  who  did  make  a  disorderly 
cry. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  word  "dis- 
orderly "is  relative.  I  think  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  meant  to  complain  of 
the  noise  which  may  have  prevented  his 
being  heard. 

Me.  J.  LOWTHEE:  The  question 
which  I  asked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was,  whether  I  was  to  understand  his 
answer  as  meaning  that  the  workmen 
employed  by  his  Department,  which  is 
connected  with  the  Public  Service,  were 
engaged  for  these  special  purposes ;  and 
whether,  that  being  so,  they  were  not 
really  paid  for  out  of  the  Estimates  ? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  For  poUtical 
purposes. 

Mb.  J.  LOWTHEE:  Very  weU— 
political  purposes ;  that  is  to  say,  they 
were  employed  in  work  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  told  us  he  was  requested 
to  undertake  by  organizers  of  a  demon- 
stration which  has  been  avowedly  — 
rightly  or  wrongly — of  a  political  cha- 
racter. I  must  ask  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman to  answer  the  question. 


Mb.  BBOADHUEST:  Before  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  answers  that 
question,  I  should  like  to  ask  him 
whether  the  men  employed  in  removing 
the  hurdles  for  pubUo  convenience  yes- 
terday are  the  same  men  who  are  em- 
ployed constantly  in  keeping  a  special 
track  of  a  large  portion  of  the  Park  for 
a  special  and  select  class  of  horse-riders  ? 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVEE:  I  have  al- 
ready explained  that  I  ordered  the  work 
because  I  considered  it  to  be  necessary 
for  the  public  safety. 

Mb.  TATTON  EGEETON:  I  should 
like  to  ask  whether,  in  any  future  de- 
monstration, the  First  Commissioner  of 
Works  will  be  prepared  to  arrange  the 
Park  for  political  meetings  ? 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVKE:  That  is  a 
hypothetical  question  which  I  really  can- 
not undertake  to  answer. 

Mr.  TATTON  EGERTON:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  Whether  the  police  guard- 
ing a  procession  on  Sunday  passing 
through  Onslow  Place  were  employed 
on  special  duty,  and  by  whom  paid ; 
and,  whether  he  approves  of  the  Metro- 
politan Police  being  employed  for  the 
protection  of  mendicity  ? 

Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOUET :  As  to 
this  a£Etiir  in  Onslow  Place,  if  the  hon. 
Member  will  give  me  further  informa- 
tion, I  will  make  inquiries.  All  I  know 
is  that  no  special  police  were  employed, 
and  that  no  special  cost  was  incurred. 

Mb.  TATTON  EGERTON :  That  only 
shows  the  ignorance  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  as  to  his  work.  I  wish  further  to 
ask  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man, whether  the  refusal  of  a  superin- 
tendent of  police  to  enable  a  Member  of 
tlie  House  of  Commons  to  cross  Picca- 
dilly in  the  crowd,  before  any  passage 
of  the  procession  of  2 1st  July,  is  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  pledge  given  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government  ? 

Mr.  E.  N.  fowler  (Lobd  Mayor)  : 
Before  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman answers,  may  I  ask  him  whether 
it  was  by  his  orders  that  Members  of 
Parliament  were  prevented  from  passing 
through  the  Strand  on  their  way  to  the 
House  yesterday  ? 

Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  No, 
Sir,  certainly  not ;  more  particularly,  I 
should  never  have  thought  of  stopping 
the  Lord  Mayor.  As  regards  the  ques- 
tion of  the  hon.  Member  for  Cheshire 
(Mr.  T.  Egerton),  I  miist  Imre  some 
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further  information  on  that  matter  be- 
fore I  can  answer  it.  I  really  do  not 
know  who  the  person  •was,  or  the  time 
or  the  place.  If  ho  will  give  me  par- 
ticulars, I  will  inquire  into  the  matter. 
I  have  received  an  amusing  letter  from 
a  gentleman  ns  to  a  scene  of  that  kind  ; 
but  I  will  not  read  it  to  the  House. 
With  reference  to  these  various  charges 
OS  to  the  conduct  of  the  police,  I  would 
'gest  to  hon.  Members  opposite  that, 
Wft:  right  hon.  Gentleman  on  the  Front 
Opposition  Bench  has  given  Notice  that 
he  intends  to  move  the  rejection  or  the 
reduction  of  the  Vote  for  the  payment  of 
the  Metropolitan  Police,  these  questious 
should  be  reserved  until  then.  Of  course, 
a  Motion  of  that  kind,  coming  from 
the  Front  Opposition  and  Conservative 
Bench,  ia  a  very  serious  matter;  and 
when  the  Conservative  Opposition  pro- 
poses to  refuse  the  pay  of  the  Metro- 
politan Police,  I  shall  be  prepared  to 
meet  the  charges  against  the  police, 
and  to  maintain  that  they  deserve  the 
approbation,  and  not  the  censure  or 
punishment,  of  this  House. 

Mr.  J.  LOWTHER:  Can  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  give  any 
indication  when  that  Vote  ia  likely  to  be 
reached  ?  I  would  also  ask  whether  he 
misunderstands  me  in  saying  that  I  pro- 
pose the  rejection  of  the  Vote  ? 

Sib  WILLIAM  HAECOUET :  No; 
the  reduction. 

Mr.  J.  LOWTHER:  I  undertook,  in 
a  formula  well  known  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  to  move  the  reduction  of  the 
Tote  solely  for  the  purpose  of  putting 
myself  in  Order.  If  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  will  put  me  in  a 
position  to  move  the  reduction  of  the 
Home  Office  Vote,  that  would  really 
meet  my  views  much  better. 

Mr.  TATTON  EGERTON  :  I  will 
give  the  Home  Secretary,  categorically 
and  in  writing,  the  cases  mentioned  in 
my  two  Questions,  and  I  shall  expect  to 
get  a  categorical  answer. 

Mh.  K.  N.  fowler  (Lord  Mayor): 
Is  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man aware  that  a  Member  of  this  House 
vas  stopped  yesterday  in  the  Strand 
when  on  his  way  to  the  House  by  the 
police,  and  that  wlien  the  hon.  Geufle- 
xnan  said  he  was  a  Member  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  was  going  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  the  answer  was — "  I  do  not 
care  who  you  are ;  my  orders  are  to  stop 
the  Queen  if  she  cornea  this  way  ?  " 


Ma.  J.  LOWTHER  :  Will  it  suit  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's  con- 
venience to  make  some  fixed  arrange- 
ment for  taking  the  Metropolitan  Police 
Vote  ?  As  the  Home  Secretary  appears 
to  consider  it  a  mattter  of  importance, 
as  no  doubt  it  is,  it  will  perhaps  be  for 
the  convenience  of  the  House  that  some 
definite  arrangement  should  be  made. 
Will  ho  take  it  at  the  beginning  of  a 
Sitting? 

Sir  WILLIAM  HAECOUET:  Cer- 
tainly, Sir ;  if  I  understand  that  this  is 
an  organized  attack  on  the  Metropolitan 
Police  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  op- 
posite, I  will  take  very  good  care  that 
the  Vote  is  not  decided  without  sufHoient 
Notice. 

Mr.  J.  LOWTHEE:  I  must  have 
some  explanation  of  this.  Does  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  still 
misunderstand  me,  and  say  that  I  mean 
to  attack  the  Metropolitan  Police  when 
I  have  more  than  once  disclaimed  it  ? 
My  attack  is  really  on  the  Home  Secre- 
tary. 

PARLIAMENT  —  BUSINESS     OF     THE 

HOUSE— UOYAL  COURTS  OF  JUSTICE 

BILL. 

Mr.  WHITLEY  asked  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury,  What  course  the  Go- 
vernment intend  to  pursue  in  reference 
to  the  Royal  Courts  of  Justice  Bill  ? 

Mu.  COURTNEY,  in  reply,  said,  the 
matter  was  under  oonsideratiun,  and  he 
hoped  very  shortly  to  be  able  to  inform, 
the  hon.  Member  of  the  result. 

NAVY— COLLISION   BETWEEN  IRON- 
CLADS IN  BANTRY  BAY. 

Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH :  I  wish  to  ask, 
Whether  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
can  give  any  information  as  tothe  alleged 
collision  between  two  of  Hor  Majesty's 
ships  off  the  coast  of  Ireland  ? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL -BANNEEMAN: 
Information  has  reached  the  Admiralty 
of  the  circumstances  referred  to  by  my 
right  hon.  Friend ;  but  the  information 
does  not  extend  much  beyond  what  ap- 
pears in  the  newspapers.  The  ships  are 
proceeding  to  Plymouth,  where  an  in- 
vestigation by  court  martial  will  be  held 
into  the  cause  of  the  collision. 

EGYPT  (EVENTS  IN  THE  SOUDAN)— 
GENERAL  GORDON. 
Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAUEICE  : 
I  have  to  inform  the  Houbo  that  Mr. 
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Egerion,  in  an  important  telegram,  dated 
yesterday,  states  that  a  merchant  has 
arrived  at  Assouan,  60  days  from  Kor- 
dofan,  and  17  days  from  Dongola.  He 
reports  that  Gordon  left  Khartoum  and 
g^t  as  far  as  Shendy,  but  had  to  return, 
as  there  was  not  enough  water.  Khar- 
toum had  heen  surrounded  by  the 
Mahdi's  followers ;  but  they  had  been 
utterly  defeated  by  Gordon,  and  their 
leader  killed.  Letters  passed  regularly 
between  Gordon  and  the  Mahdi ;  and 
there  are  many  of  the  Mahdi's  people 
round  Khartoum,  but  his  inOuenne  is  on 
the  wane.  Major  Ohermside  also  re- 
ports that  he  learns  from  bis  spies  that 
Arabs  are  much  afraid  of  Gordon,  who 
has  defeated  four  tribes  between  Khar- 
toum and  Berber. 

ORDERS   OF  THE  DAT. 


SUPPLY— CIVIL  SERVICE   ESTIMATES. 

SuPPLT — considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Class  II. — Salabies  x«t>  Exfeitses  of 

Civil  Depaetments. 

(1.)  £1,337,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Charitable  Donations  and  Bequests 
Office,  Ireland. 

(2.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £109,544,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March  1886,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
in  Ireland,  including  various  Grants  in  Aid  of 
Local  Taxation." 

Mr.  sexton  said,  he  was  under  the 
necessity  of  asking  the  Committee  to 
agree  to  postpone  this  Vote,  because  it 
was  desirable,  in  the  public  interest, 
that  time  should  be  given  for  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  consider  and  for 
the  Government  to  announce  the  deci- 
sion they  arrived  at  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Elliott,  a  servant  of  the  Board.  Mr. 
Elliott  was  a  rate  collector  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  South  Dublin  Union,  and  in 
that  capacity  he  held  office  under  the 
Ijocal  Government  Board.  The  greater 
part  of  a  year  had  passed  since  the 
auditor  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
in  Dublin  discovered  that,  in  his  capa- 
city as  rate  collector  for  the  Blackrock 
Commissioners,  Mr.  Elliott  had  misappro- 
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priated  moneys  to  the  amount  of  be- 
tween £2,000  and  £3.000.  Of  course, 
if  the  ratepayers  of  Blackrock  and  the 
Commissioners  were  willing  that  their 
money  should  be  misapplied,  he  would 
not  ask  the  Committee  to  interfere ;  but 
what  he  did  ask  was,  that  the  official 
who  had  committed  this  misappropria- 
tion of  public  money  should  be  dis- 
missed from  the  service  of  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board,  and  deprived  of  hia 
position  of  rate  collector.  It  appeared 
that  the  misappropriations  had  extended 
over  a  series  of  years,  and  for  some 
months  the  Commissioners  had  been 
holding  private  inquiries,  and  had  been 
endeavouring  to  realize  the  assets  of 
Mr.  Elliott,  in  order  to  make  good  the 
deficiency  of  public  money  which  had 
been  discovered.  The  Lord  Lieutenant 
had  asked  the  Commissioners  whether 
their  attempt  to  realize  Mr.  Elliott's 
assets  had  been  rendered  necessary  by 
any  misappropriation  or  malveisation  of 
money  on  his  part  ?  Up  to  the  present 
moment  the  Commissioners  had  not  re- 
turned an  answer.  They  were  con- 
tinuing their  private  inquiries.  Neither 
Earl  Spencer,  as  Viceroy,  nor  himself, 
as  a  Bepresentative  of  the  public,  ask- 
ing for  information,  in  that  House,  had 
been  able  to  obtain  any  satisfactory  ex- 
planation from  the  Commissioners.  It 
was  not  necessary,  for  a  moment,  to 
point  out  how  desirable  it  was  that  the 
purity  of  the  Public  Service  should  be 
maintained  in  Ireland,  especially  in 
regard  to  the  character  of  officials  in- 
trusted with  the  collection  of  public 
money ;  and  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  had  himself  ad- 
mitted that  if  an  officer  was  untrust- 
worthy in  one  capacity,  it  must  be 
assumed  that  he  would  be  dishonest  and 
untrustworthy  in  all.  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary, when  the  matter  was  mentioned 
the  other  day,  named  the  23rd  instant 
as  the  day  upon  which  he  would  explain 
the  course  the  Local  Government  Board 
proposed  to  take  in  regard  to  Mr. 
Elliott.  They  had  now  reached  the 
22nd,  and  he  should  like  to  hear  if  the 
material  for  enabling  the  Government 
to  arrive  at  a  decision  had  yet  come  into 
the  hands  of  the  Chief  Secretary,  and, 
if  not,  how  soon  such  material  might 
be  expected  ?  As  the  question  was  one 
of  principle,  affecting  the  whole  cha- 
racter of  the  Public  Service,  and  the 
nature  of  the  terms  upon  whidi  trusted 
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officials  would  be  allowed  to  con- 
tinue to  hold  their  offices,  it  would 
be  for  the  conTenience  of  the  House  and 
of  the  Department  if  the  Vote  were 
postponed  until  the  decision  of  the  Oo- 
vernment  was  announced.  If  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Local  Government  Board 
should  be  such  as  they  had  a  right  to 
expect,  discuBsion  on  the  Vote  woxdd  be 
greatly  shortened  ;  but  if,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  were  unfavourable,  or  unjust, 
it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to  go  into 
the  cnae  of  Mr.  Elliott  at  length,  and 
with  a  particularity  of  detail  which  he 
would  otherwise  desire  to  spare  the 
Committee. 

Mk.  TREVELTAN  said,  thoy  would 
all  cordially  agree  with  nearly  all  the 
bon.  Member  had  said,  except  tbnt  in 
the  present  stage  of  the  invos'tigations 
he  wai  unwilling  to  declare  oonlideutly 
that  Mr.  Elliott  liad  misappropriated  the 
public  money.  Ue  thoroughly  agreed 
with  and  approved  of  the  cunon  the 
hen.  Member  had  laid  down — although 
there  were  not  many  occasions  on  which 
be  did  agree  with  him — that  where  apub- 
lic  servant  had  proved  himself  to  be  un- 
trustworthy in  matters  connected  with 
Public  Business,  he  should  not  bo  con- 
tinued in  the  Public  Service.  Ho  could 
hardly  accede  to  the  proposal  of  the  hon. 
Member  to  postpone  this  Vote  in  order 
that  they  might  await  the  reply  of  the 
BlackrockTown  Commissioners,  for  this 
reason — that  the  hon.  Member  and  he 
were  perfectly  at  one  upon  the  action 
which  it  would  be  netossary  fur  the 
Local  Government  Board  to  take,  if  that 
reply  was  unfavourable  to  Mr.  Elliott. 
The  long  and  tho  short  of  it  was  this — it 
appeared  to  him  a  very  simple  case, 
either  that  Mr.  Elliott  had  misappro- 
priated the  public  money,  or  he  had  not. 
Defalcations  of  this  nature  were  very 
simple  to  ascertain.  If  he  had,  ho  would 
not  be  continued  in  office  by  the  Local 
Government  Board — if  he  had  not,  of 
course  they  should  take  no  notice  of  his 
conduct.  Tho  hon.  Member  for  Sligo 
fMr.  Sexton)  had  no  reason  to  doubt, 
Irom  his  (Mr.  Trevelyan's)  pre\-ious 
action  in  matters  to  which  he  and  his 
Friends  had  called  attention,  that  if  a 
charge  of   malversation   or  fraud  was 

■  proved  against  a  public  servant,  how- 
ever slight  (he  sum  of  money  concerned, 
he  had  invariably  acted  with  rigour. 
The  case  of  Mr.  Byrne  was  aa  strong  a 

I  (Ate  as  could  possibly  be  brought  for- 


ward. Mr.  Byrne  had,  by  gross  irregu- 
larities, to  say  the  least,  put  into  his 
pocket  the  sum  of  a  few  shillings,  and, 
in  consequence  of  having  done  that  ia 
his  private  capacity,  he  was  deprived  of 
a  position  which  brought  him  in  £1,200 
a-year  of  the  public  money.  Painful  as 
his  (Mr.  Trevelyan's)  duty  was  in  the 
matter,  he  felt  that  his  course  was  per- 
fectly clear.  Ou  that  principle  he  had 
acted  then,  and  on  that  principle  he 
should  act  now.  Undoubtedly,  if  he  did 
not  fulfil  his  intentions  in  this  particular, 
the  hon.  Member  would  have  a  right  to 
complain,  and  to  call  him  to  task.  He 
thought  the  Blackrock  Coramissionera 
had  not  shown  a  proper  sense  of  tho 
gravity  of  the  position.  If  their  ordi- 
nary meetings  were  not  sutBeiently 
frequent  to  enable  them  to  consider 
this  matter  promptly,  they  ought  to 
have  met  specially  to  consider  it.  He 
had  every  reason  to  believe  that  on 
the  23rd  instant  the  Government  would 
have  the  Commissioners'  final  answer. 
If  they  did  not  get  a  final  answer,  he 
should  certainly  he  prepared  to  take 
extraordinary  means,  because  the  cir- 
cmustances  were  extraordinary.  He 
hoped,  after  tliat  statement,  hon.  Mem- 
bers would  allow  the  Vote  to  proceed. 

Mu.  T.  P.  O'CONNOR  pointed  out 
the  importance  and  seriousness  of  the 
case.  The  short  sketch  which  had  boea 
given  of  it  by  his  hon.  Friend  had  been 
practically  corroborated  by  the  Chief 
Secretary.  Of  course,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  not  admit  the  actual 
charge — that  a  public  officer,  who  was 
supposed  to  have  been  guilty  of  mis- 
appropriating lai'ge  sums  of  money,  waB 
at  presijnt  retained  in  his  position.  The 
facts  more  than  suggested  the  idea  that 
someone  connected  with  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board,  who  had  supervision 
over  this  gentleman,  had  not  performed 
his  duty  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make 
Mr.  Elliott  responsible  for  the  acts  of 
which  ho  had  been  accused.  Upon  the 
actual  facts  of  tho  case,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  and  his  hon.  Friend  were 
agreed.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
the  Blackrock  Commissioners  were  act- 
ing in  a  sluggish  way,  and  he  (Mr.  T. 
P.  O'Connor)  thought  tho  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  agreo  with  him  that 
their  action  in  the  matter  ought  to  be 
stimulated.  He  had  not  the  smallest 
doubt  as  to  what  the  inteutions  and 
iuolinatious  of  the  right  hou.  Qeutlemaa 


61 


Supply — CwU 


{COMMONS! 


Bentet  EatimatM. 


59 


•were  in  regard  to  it.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  always  distingulBhed 
himself  by  the  rigidity  of  his  judgments 
upon  improper  conduct  such  as  this,  and 
in  all  offences  against  the  public  mo- 
rality by  officers  in  the  Public  Service  ; 
but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  being 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  asked  the  Committee  to  pass  the 
Yote  for  that  Department  before  he  had 
declared  his  ultimate  decision  upon  a 
most  important  question  of  policy.  That 
demand  was  most  unreasonable,  and  it 
was  made  more  unreasonable  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  reiterating  the 
statement  that  he  expected  to  be  able  to 
announce  his  decision  on  the  23rd. 

Mr.  TEEVELYAN  :  No,  no. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOE  :  That  is  what 
I  understood  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  say. 

Me.  TEEVELYAN :  The  Board  have 
called  a  meeting  for  the  23rd.  I  suppose 
we  shall  get  their  answer  on  the  24th. 
Suppose  they  give  very  clear  proof 
that  there  was  no  suspicion  of  defal- 
cation, or,  on  the  other  hand,  suppose 
they  thoroughly  admit  that  there  was 
malversation,  in  that  case  the  matter 
might  be  settled  in  two  or  three  days ; 
but  suppose  there  are  still  delays  and 
doubts,  the  Local  Government  Board 
would  then  be  entitled  to  take  action 
of  their  own.  The  probable  action  we 
should  take  would  be  to  call  upon  Mr. 
Elliott  for  an  explanation. 

Mk.  T.  p.  O'CONNOE  said,  the  im- 
pression in  Ireland  was  that  the  Black- 
rock  Commissioners  were  determined 
to  keep  Mr.  Elliott  in  his  office,  at  all 
risks  and  at  all  hazards,  by  every  pos- 
sible means  in  their  power.  He  thought 
the  Committee  ought  to  insist  on  re- 
taining its  control  over  the  matter,  by 
postponing  the  Vote  until  it  had  been 
decided.  That  was  the  single  point 
between  his  hon.  Friend  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  and  there  ought  not  to 
be  two  opinions  about  it,  for  his  hon. 
Friend  had  proved  to  the  hilt  that  the 
House  of  Commons  ought  to  retain  this 
power.  The  only  objection  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was,  that  there  were 
well-known  principles  which  guided  the 
action  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
in  such  cases,  and  the  Committee  would 
be  justified  in  assuming  that  the  course 
the  Board  finally  took  would  be  the 
proper  one.  No  one  had  a  higher 
4>pinion  of  the  right  hon.  Q«ntlemau 
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than  he  had ;  but,  under  the'oircum- 
stances,  he  hoped  his  hon.  Friend  would 
press  bis  objection  to  a  Division. 

Mb.  MOOEE  said,  he  desired  to 
make  a  few  remarks  upon  the  Vote 
generally.  There  was  no  doubt  an 
opinion,  gathering  in  all  quarters  and 
increasing  in  volume  and  size  eveiy 
day,  that  there  must  be  some  radictu 
change  in  the  administration  of  the 
Irish  Poor  Law.  He,  for  one,  was  in- 
clined to  attribute  the  existing  unde- 
sirable state  of  things  very  much  to  the 
action  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
who  always  displayed  a  narrow-minded 
spirit  in  administering  this  Vote,  and  ha 
was  satisfied  that  the  present  workhouse 
system  worked  most  unsatisfactorily  in 
the  case  of  the  really  deserving  poor. 

Me.  T.  p.  O'CONNOE  expressed  a 
hope  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  would 
postpone  bis  remarks  upon  the  general 
question  until  the  Committee  had  dis- 
posed of  the  case  of  Mr.  Elliott. 

Mr.  MOOEE  said,  he  had  no  objection 
to  do  so  ;  but  it  would  be  absolutely 
necessary  that  he  could  refer  to  the 
defects  of  the  present  Poor  Law  ad- 
ministration in  Ireland  before  the  Vote 
was  disposed  of. 

Mb.  COUETNEY  wished  to  point  out 
that  no  Motion  for  the  postponement  of 
the  Vote  could  be  made.  When  the 
Vote  had  once  been  put  from  the  Chair, 
there  were  no  means  of  proceeding  in 
the  way  suggested  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton).  What  the  hon. 
Member  would  have  to  do  would  be  to 
induce  the  Government  to  withdraw  the 
Vote.  As  he  understood  the  issue  be- 
tween the  hon.  Member  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman'. the  Chief  Secretary,  it 
was  that  the  House  of  Commons  should 
not  lose  its  control  over  the  Vote  until 
it  was  assured  what  action  the  Depart- 
ment intended  to  take.  But  what  was 
at  present  in  doubt  was  not  the  action  of 
the  Department.  That  had  already  been 
fully  explained  by  the  Head  of  the  De- 
partment ;  but  what  was  in  doubt  was 
the  action  which  might  be  taken  by  the 
Blackrock  Commissioners.  If  the  Vote 
were  deferred,  it  would  only  be  because 
there  Was  some  uncertainty  in  that  re- 
spect. He  thought  the  statement  of  his 
right  hon.  Friend  on  the  part  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  was  perfectly 
plain  and  clear,  and  the  course  now  sug- 
gested to  be  taken  was  not  only  incon- 
venient, but  displayed  a  certain  amount 
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of  distrtist  in  the  honafidee  of  the  Head 
of  the  Department.  It  wns  practically 
contended  that  the  Vote  ought  to  be 
•withdrawn  until  that  distrust  was  re- 
moved ;  but  he  failed  to  see  why  ony 
distrust  whatever  shouhl  be  ffllt. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  said,  ho  had 
not  expressed  any  distrust  of  the  Chief 
Secretary.     What  he  had  said  was,  that 
he  had  no  doubt  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man entertained  proper  idecM  of  his  duty 
in  the  matter,  and  would  be  prepared  to 
deal  with  it  rigorously  ;  but  ho  had  pro- 
nounced  no    opinicin  as    to    the    steps 
■which  ought  to  bo  taken  with  regard  to 
I  'compelling  the  Blatkrouk  Commissioners 
Ito  come  to  an  early  decision  on  the  sub- 
I  ject  of  the  alleged  defalcations,  and  that 
in  that  respect  he  had  displayed  a  want 
of  energy.     The  right  boa.  Gentleman 
I  himself,   in  the  course  of  his  remarks, 
had  neither  directly  stated  nor  hinted 
that  he  was  prepared  to  act  witli  such 
I  energy  as  to  compel  the  Blackrock  Com- 
I  mi^BJonera  to  come  to  a  decision  at  once. 
Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  the  explana- 
I  tion  of  the  hon.  Genlleman  was  to  the 
I  effect  that   he   was   perfectly    satisfied 
[■with  the  hand  fide  intentions  of  the  Chief 
iBecretary  in  dealing  with  the  case  on  its 
ftaerits;  but,  of  course,  the  steps  to  be 
taken  must  depend  upon  the  action  of 
the  Blackrock  Commissioners.      If  they 
^reported  against  Mr.  Elliott,   of  cour.se 
Ite  would  be  removed  from  the  Public 
Service.     His   right    hon.    Friend   had 
fdistinctly  assured  the   Committee    that 
uoless  all  suspicion  of  defalcation  was 
,  removed   from    this    public   oCBcer,   he 
rould  at  once  be  informed  that  his  ser- 
Ivices  would  not  be   retained.     After  a 
ledaration  of  that  kind,  and  having  in- 
formed the  hon.  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr. 
3exton)  what  would  be  the  action  of  the 
jooal    Government   Board,    he   trusted 
the  withdrawal  of  the  Vote  would  not 
be  persisted  in. 

Me.  sexton  said,   he  was  obliged 
for  the  explanation  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury   had   given   on   the   point    of 
)rder — namely,  that  the  postponement  1 
of  the  Vote  could  not  be  moved.     It  ' 
was,  however,  all  the  same  to  him  (Mr. 
Sexton)  if  it  were  decided  that  the  Vote 
itself  bhould  not  be  passed  at  the  pre-  I 
lent  moment.  He  thought  the  argument  ! 
»f  the  hon.  Gentleman  was  a  somewhat 
ipecious  one.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
Raid  the  Local  Government  Board  were 
committed  to  the    principle  on   which 


they  would  act,  and  that  nothing  re- 
mained but  to  ascertain  the  facts  to 
■which  that  principle  ■was  to  be  applied. 
Now.  he  (Mr.  Sexton)  thought  there  was 
sometliing  more  than  that  to  bo  con- 
sidered. The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
spoke  of  "defalcation"  and  "fraud;" 
but  he  (Mr.  Sexton)  did  not  feel  quite 
sure  that  he  and  the  Chief  Secretary 
would  attach  to  the  word  "defalcation" 
the  same  meaning.  If  Mr.  Elliott,  in 
tho  course  of  a  few  years,  had  collected 
moneys  from  the  Blackrock  ratepayers 
and  had  given  receipts  for  them,  and 
instead  of  lodging  such  sums  to  the 
credit  of  the  township  in  the  bank  he 
had  put  them  in  his  own  pocket,  and 
used  them  for  his  own  purposes,  even  if 
he  had  not  forged  or  falsified  any  entry 
or  receipt,  if  he  retained  in  his  own  pos- 
session the  moneys  of  the  township  and 
appropriated  them  to  his  own  use,  and 
was  unable  to  make  them  good  when 
called  upon,  he  would,  in  the  opinion  of 
hon.  Members,  be  guilty  of  defalcation. 
He  did  not  know  whether  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary so  understood  defalcation.  What 
was  the  course  which  the  Blackrock 
Commissioners  iiad  taken  ?  They  had 
made  themselves  partixans.  They  had 
referred  the  case  to  a  Committee  who 
were  carrying  on  a  private  investigation. 
They  had  converted  themselves  into  a 
Committee  of  Liquidators  in  regard  to 
Mr.  EUiott,  which  they  certainly  ought 
not  to  have  done ;  they  had  taken  over 
his  stocks  and  shares  and  houses,  and 
they  were  now  engaged  in  a  vain  and 
futile  attempt  to  realize  the  amount  of 
his  defalcations.  There  was,  therefore, 
no  reason  for  postponing  a  decision  on 
the  case.  Indeed,  it  ought  to  have  been 
given  long  ago.  The  public  proceedings 
of  the  Commissioners  already  revealed 
the  fact  that  Mr.  Elliott  owed  them 
£2.600,  and  that  they  had  only  been 
able  to  realize  from  his  assets  £1,300. 
That  was  tho  broad  and  glaring  fact — 
that  after  all  Mr.  Elliott's  assets  were 
realized,  £\,'M0  still  remained  due  to 
the  Commissioners.  What  more  was 
there  necessary  to  prove  defalcation? 
Was  not  the  fact  abundantly  proved  ? 
What  was  the  meaning  of  this  delay 
and  this  shilly-shallying  on  tho  part  of 
the  Local  Qovemmeut  Board  ?  The 
Local  Government  Board  and  tho  Lord 
Lieutenant  were  the  only  parties  who 
remained  unconvinced.  The  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant had  allowed  half-a-year  to  go  by 


65 


Supply — Civil 


{COMMONS) 


Strviee  Ettimatet. 


£6 


without  actioo,  and  the  Blackrock  Oom- 
missioners  for  weeks  and  weeks  had 
withheld  a  reply  to  the  question  of  the 
Local  Q-overnment  Board  whether  there 
had  been  defalcations  or  not.  He,  there- 
fore, felt  no  confidence  that  the  authori- 
ties had  the  power,  even  if  they  had  the 
will,  to  drag  a  truthful  answer  from 
them ;  and  he  certainly  had  no  confidence 
as  to  what  the  result  would  be  if  the 
House  of  Commons  gave  up  their  con- 
trol over  this  Vote.  This  was  the 
only  Constitutional  occasion  for  raising 
the  grievance,  and  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  refused  to  answer  the  direct 
question  put  to  him,  he  (Mr.  Sexton) 
felt  that  he  had  no  alternative  but  to 
resist  the  Vote.  If  he  sacrificed  the 
present  opportunity,  however  shameful 
the  ultimate  decision  in  regard  to  Mr. 
Elliott  might  be,  he  would  have  sur- 
rendered for  12  months  the  right  of 
raising  the  question.  As  they  were,  in 
a  few  days,  to  have  the  answer  of  the 
Blackrock  Commissioners,  no  practical 
inconvenience  would  result  from  defer- 
ring the  Vote. 

Me.  TREVELYAN  said,  that,  after 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  he 
could  not  consent  to  postpone  the  Vote. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  had  given  a  colour 
to  the  transaction  which  compelled  him 
to  take  issue  with  him  regarding  the 
action  of  the  Irish  Executive.  In  the 
first  instance,  the  hon.  Member  put  a 
Question  upon  the  Paper  containing 
several  important  allegations.  The 
Irish  Executive  referred  it  to  the  Black- 
rock Commissioners,  stating  they  were 
aware  they  could  not  call  upon  them 
officially  for  an  answer,  but  that  as  it 
concerned  the  honour  of  one  of  their 
officers  they  ought  to  reply.  The  Com- 
missioners sent  a  letter  answering  the 
questions  categorically,  and  in  the 
course  of  their  letter  it  was  stated  that 
they  had  been  endeavouring  to  realize 
the  assets  of  Mr.  Elliot.  That  was  the 
first  intimation  which  the  Irish  Execu- 
tive had  implying  that  Mr.  Elliot  had 
been  guilty  of  defalcation.  The  Com- 
missioners then  wished  the  Government 
to  wait  for  the  Bepprt  of  a  Committee 
which  was  then  sitting ;  but  as  the  He- 
port  of  this  Committee  did  not  appear 
likely  to  be  forthcoming,  the  Govern- 
ment thought  it  better  to  call  attention 
to  this  statement  about  the  realization 
of  the  assets,  and  to  ask  what  was  the 
meaning  of  it,  and  what  had  been  the 

Mr.  Sexton 


condnct  of  Mr.  Elliot,  in  regard  to  pub- 
lic money,  that  it  should  require  the 
Commissioners  to  realize  his  assets? 
That  letter  was  now  before  the  Black- 
rock Commissioners,  and  was  the  letter 
to  which  the  Government  now  awaited 
reply.  They  had  decided  that,  if  a 
proper  answer  did  not  come,  they  would 
act  on  the  information  they  had  already 
received,  and  call  upon  Mr.  Elliot  to 
explain.  He  did  not  understand  how 
the  Government  could  have  acted  in  a 
more  rapid  manner.  Unquestionably, 
in  doing  what  they  had  done  they  had 
broken  through  the  usual  rules  which 
guided  the  action  of  independent  De- 
partments. Instead  of  waiting  until 
the  case  was  brought  before  them,  they 
had  put  it  forward  themselves,  and  had 
insisted  upon  having  an  answer  to  the 
specific  charges  made  against  Mr.  Elliot. 
With  regard  to  the  course  which  the 
hon.  Member  wished  the  Local  Otoveia- 
ment  Board  to  take  in  reference  to  this 
Vote,  he  must  ask  the  hon.  Member 
what  it  implied  ?  There  were  a  large 
number  of  Votes  in  the  Estimates  which 
concerned  the  salaries  paid  in  varioua 
Departments,  which  had  an  enormous 
amount  of  business  to  do.  But  take 
the  Department  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  in  Ireland.  There  had 
been  no  time  in  which,  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  the  proceedings  of  Public 
Departments  were  so  carefully  watched, 
and  there  had  been  no  time  when  so 
many  controversies  were  pending  be- 
tween certain  persons  and  the  Depart- 
ment. For  instance,  the  hon.  Member 
for  Monaghan  (Mr.  Healy)  was  taking 
a  great  interest  in  the  action  of  a  Board 
of  Guardians  in  Donegal.  A  letter  of 
his  (Mr.  Trevelyan's)  was  now  before 
that  Board,  and  whatever  the  answer  to 
that  letter  might  be,  he  should  have  to 
take  some  action  upon  it.  There  was 
no  period  when  they  could  not  find  a 
subject  of  pending  controversy  between 
private  Members  of  the  House  and  the 
Local  Government  Board,  with  regard 
to  nearly  every  Public  Department ; 
and  if  they  consented  to  tie  up  this 
Vote  because  a  certain  controversy  was 
pending,  in  a  few  days  they  would  be 
asked  to  tie  it  up  on  account  of  an- 
other. Therefore,  when  they  approached 
the  consideration  of  the  Vote  again, 
some  other  pretext  would  be  put  forward 
for  putting  it  off;  it  would  be  said  that 
there  was  some  other  question  to  b9 
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settled,  which  hon.  Members  wished  to 
have  settled  in  a  particular  way.  No 
good  object  could  be  attained  by  defer- 
ring the  present  Vote,  because  he  had 
already  explained,  in  the  clearest  man- 
ner, the  line  of  action  the  Local  Go- 
vemment  Board  intended  to  take. 

Mb.  MOORE  said,  that  as  he  under- 
stood it  would  not  be  in  Order  to  post- 
pone the  Vote,  it  would  simplify  matters 
if  he  were  to  move  the  reduction  of  the 
Vote  by  the  sum  of  £1,000. 

The  CHAIEMAN:  Does  the  hon. 
Member  make  that  proposition  ? 

Mb.  MOORE :  X  have  no  wish  to  in- 
terfere with  the  action  of  my  hon. 
Friends. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  said,  he  would 
appeal  to  his  hon.  Friend  not  to  inter- 
pose at  present.  As  the  Government 
were  disinclined  to  give  way,  it  was  de- 
sirable that  a  distinct  and  definite  under- 
standing should  be  arrived  at.  When 
this  matter  had  been  fully  discussed, 
there  would  be  nothing  to  prevent  his 
hon.  Friend  from  making  his  Motion. 
He  (Mr.  O'Connor)  wished  to  say  a  few 
words  in  answer  to  the  Chief  Secretary. 
When  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
addressed  the  Committee,  he  confined 
himself  to  the  difference  of  opinion  be- 
tween the  Irish  Members  and  the  Chief 
Secretary  as  to  whether  the  Vote  should 
be  postponed  or  not.  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary seemed  to  entertain  the  same  view 
they  did  as  to  the  principle  upon  which 
the  charges  against  Mr.  Elliott  should 
be  decided  ;  but  the  conversation  which 
had  since  taken  place  showed  that  there 
was  even  an  element  of  uncertainty  as 
to  whether  the  Chief  Secretary  and  the 
Irish  Members  really  did  agree  upon 
the  important  question  which  had  been 
raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Sligo 
(Mr.  Sexton).  He  distinctly  challenged 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  give  his 
idea  of  what  constituted  defalcation. 

Mb.  TEEVELTAN:  I  quite  agree 
with  the  definition  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  on  that  point. 
Defalcation  is  a  definite  crime,  and  it 
has  been  extremely  well  put  by  the  hon. 
Member. 

Me.  T.  p.  O'CONNOE  said,  he  might, 
then,  assume  that  his  hon.  Friend's  idea 
was  satisfactory,  and  a  correct  defini- 
tion. What  his  hon.  Friend  insisted 
upon  was  that  defalcation  meant  the 
withholding  of  money  by  a  rate  collector, 
even  though  he  might  have  made  it  good 


afterwards.  That  was  his  hon.  Friend's 
definition ;  and,  therefore,  it  had  already 
been  proved  that  defalcation  had  oc- 
curred. The  whole  action  of  the  Chief 
Secretary  dated  from  the  time  the  Black- 
rock  Town  Commissioners  were  attempt- 
ing to  realize  the  assets  of  this  gentle- 
man ;  and,  therefore,  it  was  admitted  on 
all  sides,  according  to  the  interpretation 
of  his  hon.  Friend  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  that  defalcation  must  have 
taken  place.  His  hon.  Friend  had  ac- 
cused the  Commissioners  of  sluggish- 
ness, and  he  joined  his  hon.  Friend  in 
reiterating  the  charge,  and  in  applying 
it  to  the  Government  as  well.  Elliott 
was  a  rate  collector  of  the  South  Dublin 
Union,  and,  therefore,  immediately  under 
the  control  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
If,  therefore,  the  Chief  Secretary  had  no 
power  over  him  as  collector  for  the 
Blackrock  Commissioners,  he  had  per- 
fect power  to  dismiss  him  as  collector  of 
the  South  Dublin  Union;  yet,  though 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  knew  Elliott's 
position  for  two  or  three  months,  he  had 
taken  no  action  whatever.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  knew,  at  least,  two 
months  ago  that  there  was  a  primd  fad* 
case  of  defalcation  against  this  man,  ac- 
cording to  his  own  definition  of  that 
offence,  and  the  officer  was  directly  at 
the  disposal  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. 

Mb.  TEEVELYAN  :  Not  two  or  three 
months  ago.  I  had  no  knowledge  of 
the  matter  before  the  Question  addressed 
to  me  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Sligo 
(Mr.  Sexton).  That  was  the  first  occa- 
sion on  which  the  attention  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  was  called  to  the 
matter. 

Me.  SEXTON:  The  Local  Oflvern- 
ment  Board  had  knowledge  of  the  essen- 
tial facts  at  a  date  long  anterior  to  my 
Question. 

Me.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  said,  he 
thought  it  was  perfectly  clear  that  for 
two  or  three  months,  at  least,  this  man 
was  retained  in  a  position  under  the 
control  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
although  a  primd  facte  case  of  defalcation 
rested  against  him.     EUiott  held  two 

Eositions — one  as  rate  collector  of  the 
outh  Dublin  Union,  which  placed  him 
directly  under  the  control  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  and  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  and  the  other  as  rate  ool- 
leotor  for  the  Blackrock  Town  Commis- 
sioners.   Therefore,  as  rate  odlector  for 
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the  South  Dublin  Union,  he  could  be 
dismissed  at  any  moment  by  the  Chief 
Secretary,  although,  as  collector  for  the 
Blackrock  Commissioners,  he  was,  of 
course,  independent  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had,  however,  fully  accepted  the  canon 
that  an  official  who  misconducted  him- 
self in  one  office  thereby  incapacitated 
himself  from  serving  in  another ;  and, 
therefore,  if  Mr.  Elliott  had  been  guilty 
of  defalcation  in  connection  with  Black- 
rock,  he  ought  not  to  be  retained  for  the 
South  Dublin  Union.  It  was  an  ad- 
mitted fact  that  the  charge  of  defalca- 
tion against  this  gentleman  had  been 
brought  indirectly  before  the  attention 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  months 
ago,  and  even  two  months  ago  in  the 
House  of  Commons ;  and  yet  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  asked  his  hon.  Friend 
to  give  up  the  only  Constitutional  means 
he  had  of  questioning  the  propriety  of 
retaining  this  man  in  the  Public  Service 
by  allowing  the  Vote  to  pass,  and  thus  re- 
moving the  matter  from  the  supervision 
and  control  of  the  House  of  Commons 
before  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  gave 
his  decision  finally  upon  a  most  import- 
ant question  of  principle,  which  could 
only  be  raised  in  connection  with  the 
Vote.  He  thought  it  was  utterly  unrea- 
Bonable  for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
expect  them  to  forego  their  right  to  pro- 
nounce an  opinion  upon  this  important 
question ;  and  he  therefore  thought  that 
his  hon.  Friend  was  justified  in  pressing 
the  point. 

Mb.  MOOBE  said,  he  had  no  wish  to 
interrupt  his  hon.  Friends  in  this  inte- 
resting discussion,  and  he  hoped  the 
question  might  be  brought  to  an  issue 
between  the  Treasury  Bench  and  the 
hon.  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton). 
He  had  risen,  however,  to  move  the 
reduction  of  the  Vote  by  the  sum  of 
£1,000,  in  order  that  he  might  be  in  a 
position  to  make  a  general  statement  as 
to  the  working  of  the  Poor  Law  in  Ire- 
land, and  the  treatment  of  sick,  aged, 
and  infirm  paupers,  especially  lunatics, 
whose  condition  was  the  most  pitiable 
of  all.  The  general  feeling  throughout 
Ireland  was  that  the  institutions  Imown 
as  workhouses  were  rapidly  degene- 
rating into  cesspools  of  crime,  vice,  lazi- 
ness, and  hereditary  pauperism,  instead 
of  being  suitable  asylums  for  those  who 
had  a  legitimate  claim  upon  society  for 
support.    What  they  in  Ireland  wanted 
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was  that  these  workhouses  should  be 
made  vastly  more  strict  and  penal  in 
their  administration  as  regarded  the  idle, 
worthless,  and  dissolute  classes,  and  that 
they  should  be  made  more  useful  and 
humane  for  those  who  had  a  legitimate 
claim  upon  the  community  for  support 
and  assistance.  According  to  a  Hetum 
which  had  just  been  presented,  the  total 
number  of  inmates  in  the  workhouses 
was  56,572 ;  and  the  Committee  would 
be  astonished  to  hear  that  20  per  cent 
were  described  as  able-bodied  persons. 
He  thought  that  was  a  fact  well  worthy 
of  attention.  The  number  of  men  whose 
misconduct  was  sheltered  within  these 
institutions  was  not  only  very  large,  but 
absolutely  monstrous.  Many  of  them 
were  brought  up  in  pauperism;  they 
went  out  of  the  workhouses  for  a  short 
time,  but  invariably  returned  again; 
and  when  asked  what  it  was  that  brought 
them  back,  they  said  that  they  had 
come  to  regard  it  as  their  old  home. 
Even  men,  who  had  g^ne  out  as  soldiers 
to  India,  on  their  return  to  Ireland  re- 
entered the  workhouses.  They  had 
been  so  accustomed  to  lead  an  idle, 
worthless  life,  that  the  moment  honest 
toil  and  honourable  labour  become  irk- 
some, they  returned  to  their  old  home, 
although  it  might  appear  extraordinary 
that  they  would  desire,  of  their  own 
accord,  to  return  to  short  rations  and 
uncomfortable  accommodation.  He  pre- 
sumed that  a  disinclination  to  work  was 
at  the  bottom  of  it,  and  that  after  a 
very  short  time  they  relapsed  into  habits 
of  idleness.  Out  of  the  total  of  56,000 
inmates,  12,000  were  entered  as  able- 
bodied.  As  the  figures  were  taken  in 
the  winter— namely,  in  February,  1883 
— of  course,  that  would  indicate  a  time 
of  year  when  the  weather  was  severe, 
and  a  good  many  people  were  out  of 
work ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  during 
the  winter  in  question  there  was  abund- 
ance of  food  to  be  obtained,  and,  there- 
fore, the  one  fact  would  counterbalance 
the  other.  He  strongly  objected  to  the 
way  in  which  the  workhouses  were  made 
to  shelter  vice  and  profligacy.  .The  num- 
ber of  women  of  bad  character  who  in- 
habited them  was  perfectly  astounding. 
Out  of  30,000  women  in  the  work- 
houses, 20,000  were  returned  as  the 
mothers  of  illegitimate  children.  Ha 
believed  that  by  far  the  great  majority 
of  women  who  visited  these  institutions 
were  women  of  bad  oharaoter;  and  h« 
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was  of  opinion  that  in  cases  of  sucli 
gross  immorality  the  ratepayers  ought 
not  to  be  bound  to  provide  for  them  in 
the  way  they  were  provided  for  now. 
He  felt  that  some  stronger  obligation  of 
the  law  to  throw  the  burden  of  these 
illegitimate  children  upon  the  fathers 
was  necessary;  and  there  ought  to  be 
some  provision  to  prevent  the  pauper 
class  from  constantly  converting  the 
workhouses  into  a  refuge  in  the  winter, 
and  going  out  of  them  in  the  summer. 
In  the  Northern  workhouses  the  num- 
ber of  women  of  bad  character  who 
made  use  of  them  was  very  extraordi- 
nary ;  they  went  into  them  only  for  a  few 
days.  He  remembered  a  case  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Belfast  Workhouse  where 
one  of  these  women  was  reported  to  have 
been  an  inmate  of  the  workhouse  57 
times.  Persons  of  that  class  were  called 
"  revolvers  ; "  they  were  kept  and  main- 
tained at  the  expense  of  the  public,  and 
they  treated  the  workhouses  simply  as 
lodging-houses.  He  complained  of  the 
laxity  and  want  of  vigour  displayed  in 
the  administration  of  this  Poor  Law  in 
Ireland.  Idle  people  were  allowed  to 
frequent  the  workhouses,  and  to  throw 
themselves  on  the  rates,  without  any 
attempt  being  made  to  discriminate  be- 
tween their  cases  and  those  of  the  de- 
serving poor.  He  had  spoken  of  the 
large  number  of  able-bodied  persons 
who  became  inmates  of  the  workhouses. 
A  few  years  ago  he  visited  the  South 
Dublin  Union,  and  noticing  a  powerful 
man  passing  into  the  house,  he  asked 
who  be  was.  He  was  told  that  he  was 
a  pauper,  who  was  engaged  in  some 
manual  work  in  the  workhouse,  and  that 
he  had  never  been  out  of  it  during  his 
life,  although  he  was  45  years  of  age. 
He  asked  if  theie  were  many  more  men 
in  the  same  position,  and  he  was  told 
that  there  were  many  who  had  never 
been  out  of  the  workhouse,  but  who  had 
been  bom,  bred,  and  reared  there.  He 
thought  there  could  not  be  a  more 
striking  illustration  of  the  evils  of  the 
system  than  the  fact  that  persons  were  al- 
lowed to  grow  old  in  the  workhouses,  and 
to  become  a  burden  all  their  lives  to  the 
ratepayers,  many  of  whom  were  in  cir- 
cumstances very  little  above  pauperism 
themselves.  He  believed  the  hospitals 
of  Ireland  were  very  much  behind  what 
they  ought  to  be,  although  they  had 
made  considerable  advance;  and  with 
regard  to  the  religious  institutions  in 
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many  of  the  workhouses,  they  had  the 
assistance  of  religious  persons  who  un- 
dertook the  care  of  the  children.  He 
was  sorry  to  say  that  they  had  not  had 
very  much  assistance  from  the  Local 
Government  Board  in  that  direction ; 
and,  indeed,  as  far  as  his  experience 
went,  he  never  remembered  the  Local 
Government  Board  doing  anything 
whatever  for  the  beneiit  of  the  poor. 
He  complained,  further,  of  the  want  of 
classification.  Young  persons  were  con- 
stantly placed  in  the  common  room  with 
idlers  and  criminals.  There  was  no 
other  room  they  could  frequent;  and 
although  the  deserving  poor  were  in- 
variably treated  with  scant  courtesy,  he 
thought  that  some  such  provision  ought 
to  be  made  for  the  aged  poor  as  that 
which  was  made  in  France.  In  France, 
when  an  aged  person  fell  into  poverty, 
and  was  unable  to  provide  for  himself, 
the  State  undertook  to  make  provision 
for  him.  The  principle  acted  upon  was 
that  these  persons  had  a  right  to  relief 
unless  they  had  brought  their  pauper- 
ism upon  themselves  by  vice  or  laziness. 
When  once  a  man  fell  into  a  condition 
that  he  was  no  longer  able  to  help  him- 
self, he  ought  to  be  supported  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  State.  Then,  as  regarded 
pauper  lunatics,  there  was  much  room 
for  reform.  Their  condition  was  more 
distressing  than  that  of  any  other  class. 
There  were  1,800  of  these  lunatics  who 
were  inmates  of  the  workhouses.  Their 
treatment  was  a  matter  upon  which 
more  than  one  Commission  had  reported. 
He  remembered  a  person  who  gave  up 
the  best  part  of  his  life  to  visiting  these 
institutions,  and  in  trying  to  do  some- 
thing for  the  benefit  of  his  fellow-men, 
finding  one  of  these  poor  idiots  chained 
to  a  pillar. 

Mb.  KENNY :  In  what  district  ? 

Me.  MOOEE  said,  the  incident  he  re- 
ferred to  occurred  in  the  county  of  Clare 
some  years  ago,  and  the  condition  of  the 
lunatics  who  were  inmates  of  the  work- 
houses generally  was  such  as  to  call  for 
immediate  attention  and  reform.  There 
was  a  wide  distinction  to  be  drawn  be- 
tween the  lunatics  in  the  county  lunatic 
asylums  and  those  in  the  workhouses. 
No  institutions  in  the  Kingdom  were 
better  managed  than  the  Irish  county 
asylums,  and  he  had  known  frequent 
cases  in  which  persons  had  been  re- 
covered  from  what  was  supposed  to  be 
a   perfectly  hopeless  state   of  lunacy. 
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The  proTiBion,  however,  which  was  made 
for  the  lunatics  received  in  the  Irish 
workhouses  was  most  defective.  There 
was  no  attempt  whatever  to  cure  them, 
and  they  were  left  to  live  their  wretched 
lives  in  a  hopeless  state  of  imbecility. 
Of  course  they  were  harmless,  because 
if  a  pauper  lunatic  attempted  a  crime 
he  was  at  once  transferred  to  the  county 
lunatic  asylums.  He  came  next  to  the 
instruction  given  in  the  Irish  workhouse 
schools.  According  to  the  last  Betum, 
which,  however,  was  not  very  recent, 
there  were  42  teachers  engaged  in  in- 
structing the  children  in  the  workhouse 
schools,  the  whole  of  whom  were  un- 
classed  and  uncertificated,  notwithstand- 
ing the  ready  means  provided  by  the 
law  for  ascertaining  the  capability  and 
qualifications  of  these  persons  to  tecah. 
He  thought  the  matter  was  one  for  in- 
quiry at  the  hands  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  who  had  a  right  to  see  that 
no  unqualified  teacher  was  appointed. 
They  ought  to  refuse  their  sanction  to 
such  appointments ;  but  he  was  sorry  to 
say  that  he  had  witnessed  in  his  own 
district  the  slowness  of  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  in  dealing  with  proved 
cases  of  incapacity.  Where  the  teacher 
was  incapable  of  performing  the  duties 
required  of  him,  the  Local  Government 
Board  ought  to  come  forward  and  im- 
peratively put  an  end  to  his  employ- 
ment. As  to  the  inspection  of  the 
workhouse  schools,  it  was  of  a  two-fold 
character,  and  consequently  came  to 
nothing.  The  inspection  of  the  school 
building  came  under  the  Poor  Law, 
whereas  the  inspection  of  the  educational 
qualifications  of  the  children  came  under 
the  National  Board.  The  Inspector  of 
the  National  Board  went  down  to  inspect 
the  schools ;  but  he  had  no  authority  to 
enforce  his  orders,  and  therefore  the 
standard  of  education  was  below  par, 
and  the  condition  of  the  children  was 
one  of  entire  neglect ;  because  there  was 
no  authority  whatever,  either  direct  or 
indirect,  to  enforce  a  better  state  of 
things.  Yery  numerous  complaints  had 
been  made  to  the  Local  Government 
Board,  but  without  eflFect.  If  the  in- 
spection of  the  workhouse  schools  was 
was  not  to  be  an  absolute  farce  the  In- 
spector ought  to  have  power  to  enforce 
Ms  orders.  As  he  had  said,  the  inspec- 
tion was  of  a  two-fold  character.  The 
school  buildings  and  materials,  and  the 
condition  of  the  children  were  under  the 
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Local  Government  Board,  whereas  the 
educational  arrangements  were  under 
the  National  Board  ;  and  the  result  of 
this  two-fold  inspection  was  that  the  in- 
terests of  the  children  were  altogether 
neglected.  No  doubt,  the  great  defect 
in  the  Irish  workhouses  was  that  the 
children  were  brought  up  in  idleness 
from  the  very  first  day  they  entered  the 
house;  and  hence  it  was  found  that, 
even  in  the  case  of  men  who  had  served 
the  Queen  with  distinction,  it  was  al- 
most impossible  to  make  them  respect- 
able members  of  society,  and  they  con- 
sequentlyretumed  to  what  they  regarded 
as  their  home.  Some  of  the  children 
were  occasionally  employed  in  picking 
a  few  weeds,  or  in  some  of  the  minor 
branches  of  agricultural  labour;  but 
there  was  no  pretence  of  teaching  them 
any  industrial  work  whatever.  The 
children  were  brought  up  in  idleness, 
and  this  idleness  acted  upon  them  in  a 
most  deplorable  manner,  owing  to  the 
associations  .among  which  they  were 
thrown.  There  was  only  one  corridor 
and  one  recreation  ground,  and  the 
morals  of  the  children  were  corrupted 
by  requiring  them  to  mix  with  able- 
bodied  paupers,  whose  whole  life  had 
been  spent  in  vice  and  immorality.  It 
was  impossible  to  keep  the  whole  of  the 
pauperinmatesofaworkhouseinthesame 
building  without  some  contamination ;  bat 
in  the  Irish  workhousesthere  was  little  or 
no  classification  at  all.  He  had  watched 
the  matter  himself  and  had  inquired  into 
it  closely,  and  he  was  prepared  to  say 
that  there  was  no  real  classification 
whatever.  He  was  only  talking  the 
other  day  to  the  manager  of  one  of  the 
reformatory  schools  in  Ireland.  That 
gentleman  spoke  of  the  satisfaction  and 
pleasure  his  work  gave  him,  when  he 
found  that  many  oi  those  who  passed 
through  his  hands  were  brought  to  a 
better  state  of  mind  and  became  useful 
members  of  society  ;  but  he  added,  that 
of  all  the  classes  which  came  under  Ms 
hand,  the  most  difficult  to  deal  with,  or 
inspire  with  any  sense  of  self-respect, 
were  the  pauper  criminals.  When  the 
children  were  hired  out  to  farmers  for  a 
month  or  two  in  the  summer  time  they 
were  lost  sight  of,  and  nobody  seemed 
to  care  what  became  of  them  afterwards. 
The  Local  Government  Board  had  ziven 
statistics  to  show  the  number  of  children 
who  had  been  hired  out  to  farmers  in 
that  manner;   but  there   was  no  con- 
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fidence  to  be  placed  in  them.  The  chil- 
dren themselves  were  sent  out  reck- 
lessly— hired  out  for  short  periods  to 
persons  who  had  no  interest  in  the  chil- 
dren tbemselyes,  and  who  could  not  be 
expected  to  place  them  in  such  a  position 
in  life  as  would  make  provision  for  their 
future.  The  Vice  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  not  long  ago  told  a 
Soyal  Commission  that  out  of  300  chil- 
dren sent  out  from  the  South  Dublin 
Union  78  per  cent  did  not  return.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  East 
Oloucestershire  (Sir  Michael  Hicks- 
Beach)  asked  the  witness  what  reason 
he  had  for  supposing  that  that  78  per 
cent  of  the  children  were  doing  well ; 
and  his  only  explanation  was  that  as 
they  did  not  turn  up  at  the  workhouse 
it  might  safely  be  presumed  that  they 
were  going  on  all  right.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  asked  if  it  were  not  equally  pos- 
sible that  this  78  per  cent,  in  regard  to 
whose  future  such  confident  hopes  were 
entertained,  might  be  in  prison;  and 
this  gentleman  representing  the  Local 
Government  Board,  after  having  made 
a  statement  that  78  per  cent  turned  out 
satisfactorily,  was  bound  to  confess  that 
his  whole  reason  for  believing  they  had 
become  good  citizens  was  that  he  knew 
nothing  whatever  about  them.  That 
showed  the  extent  to  wliich  the  bigotry 
of  officialism  would  descend  in  order  to 
bolster  up  a  bad  system.  He  did  not 
wish  to  press  the  Committee  further. 
The  House  had  been  saved  from  an  in- 
fliction from  him  on  the  same  subject 
last  year  by  a  "Count-out."  He  had 
now  had  an  opportunity  of  laying  the 
matter  before  the  Committee,  and  he 
trusted  they  would  turn  their  atten- 
tion to  this  great  social  question. 
He  believed  that  so  long  as  they 
required  these  poor  people  to  be 
brought  up  in  a  common  life  with  adult 
paupers  the  consequence  would  inevit- 
ably be  that  they  would  become  crimi- 
nals. What  he  wished  and  hoped  was 
that,  sooner  or  later,  the  Government 
would  take  up  the  question  of  the  reform 
of  the  workhouse  system  in  Ireland.  If 
necessary,  he  trusted  that  a  Boyal  Com- 
mission would  be  issued,  so  that  they 
might  get  at  the  bottom  of  the  Poor 
Law  question.  The  feeling  was  very 
strong  in  Ireland  that  sometbLng  ought 
to  be  done.  They  did  not  ask  the  Trea- 
sury for  anything ;  but  it  was  their  own 
money  which  they  proposed  to  spend  in 
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bettering  the  condition  of  these  poor 
people.  Surely  they  ought  to  be  en- 
trusted with  the  expenditure  of  their 
own  money. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Does  the  hon. 
Gentleman  move  the  reduction  of  the 
Vote? 

Mb.  MOORE:  Yes;  by  the  sum  of 
£1,000. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £108,544,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  31 8t  day  of  March  1885,  for  the  Salaries 
and  ExpensHS  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
in  Ireland,  including  various  Grants  in  Aid  of 
Local  Taxation." — {Mr.  Moore.) 

Mr.  KENNY  admitted  that  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Irish  workhoutes 
was  not  satisfactory ;  but  he  could  not 
altogether  agree  with  the  hon.  Member 
in  the  charge  of  immorality  which  he 
had  brought  against  the  female  inmates 
of  workhouses.  He  was  well  aware 
that  there  were  many  young  men  in  the 
workhouses  whose  moral  chara'ter  was 
not  irreproachable ;  but  the  vast  majority 
of  the  women  in  the  workhouses  were 
old  women  who  were  there  through 
poverty,  against  whom  no  reasonable 
charge  of  immorality  could  be  brought. 
The  hon.  Member  had  cited  an  instance 
of  a  Union  in  the  North  of  Ireland — in 
the  county  of  T>rone ;  but  he  should  bo 
sorry  to  take  that  Union  as  a  criterion, 
as  it  was  well  known  that  that  was  the 
most  immoral  part  of  the  country.  It 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  these  work- 
houses were  the  only  refuges  for  women 
in  Ireland  who  were  forced  to  betake 
themselves  to  them  for  a  time  ;  and  it 
was  unfair  to  draw  a  conclusion  of  ge- 
neral immorality  from  a  single  instance. 
There  was,  however,  another  offence 
which  was,  to  a  great  extent,  perpetrated 
in  connection  with  the  Irish  workhouses 
— namely,  the  practice  of  smuggling 
whisky  into  them.  Friends  who  came 
to  visit  the  pauper  inmates  constantly 
brought  whisky  with  them.  It  was  also 
a  fact  that  many  of  the  employ  it  in  the 
workhouses  were  persons  of  objection- 
able character  ;  and,  owing  to  the  intro- 
duction of  whisky,  and  a  neglect  of  duty 
on  the  part  of  the  officials,  no  doubt 
scenes  of  drunkenness  did  take  place. 
He  was  glad  to  find  that  in  the  South 
of  Ireland,  at  any  rate,  the  introduction 
of  nuns  as  narses  into  the  workhooseg 
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had  caused  a  beneficent  change  in  tlie 
[morals  of  the  inmates.  It  was  a  practice 
rhich  could  not  be  too  highly  racom- 
I  mended  and  too  warmly  advocated,  and 
he  urged  upon  all  the  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians in  Ireland  the  desirability  of  se- 
curing the  services  of  nuns  as  ordinary 
nurses.  He  had  no  doubt  it  would 
remove  a  good  many  of  the  very  dis- 
creditable scandals  which  were  not  un- 
frequently  brought  to  light  in  Ireland. 
A  very  important  question  had  been 
raised  by  the  hon.  Member  in  regard  to 
the  manner  in  which  the  children  in  these 
workhouses  were  brought  up ;  but  al- 
though the  teachers  employed  in  the 
workhouse  schools  might  not  have  re- 
ceived class  certificates,  he  did  not  think 
that  any  serious  charge  of  incapacity 
could  be  brought  against  them.  He 
had  seen  a  number  of  workhouse  chil- 
dren in  a  variety  of  places  who  had 
been  remarkably  well  educated  as  far  as 
reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic  were 
concerned ;  but  he  complained  of  the 
absence  of  technical  education.  The 
children  were  taught  to  read  and  write, 
and  so  on ;  but  the  idea  of  teaching 
them  a  trade  never  appeared  to  enter 
the  mind  of  the  Local  Government 
Board ;  and  when  they  went  from  the 
Lworkhouses  the  only  employment  they 
'•were  fit  for  was  that  of  farm  servants. 
All  the  deserving  boys  went  out  as  farm 
labourers  ;  very  few  of  them  going  into 
the  cities,  and  the  g^rls  were  either  sent 
into  the  country  as  farm  servants  or  into 
the  towns  as  housemaids.  He  thought 
the  workhouses  in  Ireland  wore  institu- 
|Hons  which  afforded  excellent  facilities 
fortho  establishment  of  technical  schools. 
If  these  young  lads  were  taught  trades 
■which  they  could  turn  to  account  after- 
wards, it  would  go  a  long  way  towards 
L defraying  the  expense  of  their  mainten- 
lance  in  the  workhouses,  because  they 
would  be  learnt  how  to  occupy  a  very 
useful  future  life,  instead  of  being  con- 
Bigned  to  the  miserable  fate  of  a  farm 
servant  until  they  could  scrape  somo 
money  together  to  tnke  them  away  to 
America  or  one  of  the  Colonies,  there 
to  be  nothing  more  than  hewers  of  wood 
and  drawers  of  water.  It  was  an  un- 
doubted fact  that  children  who  were 
brought  up  in  the  workhouses  had  a 
direct  stigma  attached  to  them.  They 
were  neglected  by  the  Guardians,  or  by 
the  Loual  Government  Board,  who  really 
directed  the  actions  of  the  Guardians. 
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Their  technical  education  waa  altoge- 
ther neglected.  They  were  taught 
nothing  but  to  read  and  write,  and 
nothing  was  left  for  them  but  the 
most  menial  occupations  when  they  left 
the  workhouse.  He  thought  the  subject 
of  the  technical  education  of  the  chil- 
dren in  the  Irish  workhouses  was  really 
most  important ;  and  he  was  of  opinion 
that  the  Government  ought  to  take  it  in 
hand,  and  that  the  Chief  Secretary,  as 
President  of  the  Irish  Local  Government 
Board,  and  those  gentlemen  who  octed 
with  him,  should  take  into  consideration 
some  scheme  for  the  technical  education 
of  these  children  which  would  give  them 
a  better  chance  of  future  success  in  life. 
CoLorrELCOLTHUKST  said,  heagreed 
with  the  last  speaker  as  to  the  bad  state 
of  technical  education ;  but  he  desired  to 
express  his  opinion  that  a  great  deal 
could  be  done  by  the  Guardians  as  the 
law  now  stood  Ln  Ireland.  ^Vhe^e  the 
law  was  at  fault  was  in  not  empowering 
the  Local  Government  Board  to  net 
where  the  Guardians  would  not  act. 
It  was  very  well  knowTi  that  the  Guar- 
dians had  power  to  board  out  the  chil- 
dren, and  boarding  out  had  been  found 
to  be  the  best  way  of  disposing  of 
orphan  and  deserted  children  from  the 
workhouses.  But  whot  were  the  facta 
of  the  case  ?  In  more  than  one-half  of 
the  Unions  of  Ireland  the  Guardians 
did  not  board  out  a  single  child ;  but 
they  kept  them  in  the  workhouses  in  the 
state  in  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
Clonmel  (Mr.  Moore)  had  described. 
That  was  the  fault  of  the  Guardians, 
who  had  full  power  to  board  them 
out.  He  thought  the  hon.  Member 
had  misunderstood  the  evidence  of  the 
Vice  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  before  the  Commission 
of  which  he  (Colonel  Colthurst)  was 
a  Member.  The  evidence  of  Mr. 
Eobiuson  was  to  this  effect — that,  as 
far  as  his  experience  went,  where  the 
boarding  out  system  was  practised  the 
resiilts  were  invai-iably  good,  and  the 
children  in  many  cases  had  been  adopted 
by  the  families  to  which  they  were  sent. 
He  did  not  know  any  reason  why  the 
system  should  not  be  adopted  in  every 
Union  in  Ireland.  As  to  industrial 
training,  it  was  difficult  to  carry  it  out 
in  the  small  Unions ;  but  he  saw  no  rea- 
son why  there  should  nut  be  Poor  Law 
Schools  in  Ireland  as  well  as  in  Eng- 
land, whore  the  children  could  be  col- 
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looted  and  taught  trades.  In  the  large 
Union  of  North  Dublin  somo  years  ago, 
a  real  attempt  was  made  to  give  indus- 
trial training  to  the  children  ;  but  the 
ma*tor — a  man  of  great  erperience — 
told  him  himself  that,  in  spite  of  all  he 
did,  ho  never  wished  to  see  a  child 
placod  in  the  workhouse.  There  could 
be  no  doubt  that  boai-ding  out  was  the 
proper  thing  to  do.  It  stood  to  reason 
that  if  they  were  boarded  out  among 
the  people  from  whom  thej'  sprung, 
they  woidd  be  restored  to  the  condition 
which  Providence  intended  them  fo 
occupy.  He  hoped  his  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Chief  Secretary  would  at 
least  do  what  he  could  to  give  effect  to 
some  of  the  suggestions  which  had  boon 
made  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Clonmel. 
Among  other  things,  he  would  ask  the 
Goverament,  wlien  they  dealt  witli  the 
question  of  Union  rating  in  Ireland  next 
Bession,  to  give  effect  to  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Committee,  so  as  to 
give  unadulterated  Union  rating,  and 
not  the  Union  rating  proposed  in  the 
Bill  submitted  to  Parliament  two  years 
ago,  in  which  the  administration  of  out- 
door relief  was  excluded  from  the  ope- 
ration of  the  Bill.  If  his  right  hon. 
Friend  would  give  a  satisfactory  answer 
on  that  subject,  he  might  sparo  him 
(Colonel  Colthurst)the  nocessityof  bring- 
ing forward  a  Motion  which  stood  in  his 
nemo  for  Friday. 

Colonel  N0L.\N  expressed  a  hope 
that  the  Chief  Secretary  woxdd  answer 
the  questions  which  had  been  brought 
before  the  Committee  in  the  valuable 
speech  of  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Clonmel  (Mr.  Mooro).  lie  (Co- 
lonel Nolan)  only  proposed  to  discuss 
the  workhouse  system  in  connection  with 
one  particular  point.  Of  course,  his 
hon.  Friend  know  a  good  deal  about 
the  poor,  having  paid  considerable  at- 
tention to  the  subject,  and  having 
brought  in  two  or  three  Bills  to  remedy 
the  position  of  children  in  workhouses ; 
but  he  thought  that  there  had  been  one 
omission  in  all  the  speeches  which  had 
boon  delivered  upon  the  quostion  — 
namely,  that  no  one  had  gone  into  the 
quostion  of  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence. 
Special  education  and  training  for  work- 
house children,  togetlior  with  looking 
after  them  when  they  left  tho  work- 
house, woidd  be  a  very  excellent  plan  if 
they  had  unlimited  funds  to  draw  upon  ; 
and  he  believed  his  hon.  Friend  bad 
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brought  in  a  Bill  to  make  provision  for 
deaf  and  dumb  children,  by  which  they 
were  to  be  sent  to  institutions  specially 
provided  and  paid  for.  No  doubt  they 
would  be  liberally  treated  and  properly 
looked  after  there ;  bnt  they  woidd  be- 
come extremely  expensive  to  the  Unions, 
and  he  hoped  that  in  any  scheme  which 
might  bo  put  forward,  and  any  pressxire 
that  might  be  placed  upon  the  Chief 
Secretary,  the  quostion  of  the  ratepayers 
would  not  be  altogether  nogloctod.  At 
the  present  moment  the  rates  were  ex- 
ceedingly heavy ;  and  he  had  no  desire 
to  rush  hastily  into  any  project  which 
would  largely  increase  the  rates.  He 
thojight  that  was  a  point  which  it  was 
quite  possible  to  reconcile  with  tho  good 
administration  of  the  workhouse  sys- 
tem. He  did  not  think  that  many  of 
these  children  would  be  better  off  if 
they  had  more  opportunities  for  learning 
a  trade.  Ho  did  not  ag^oe  with  the 
hon.  Member  for  Ennis  (Mr.  Kenny),  or 
the  hon.  Member  for  Clonmel,  that  their 
employment  as  herds  or  farm  labourers 
was  bad  work  for  these  children.  On 
the  contrary,  he  thought  it  was  proper 
work  for  them  in  the  agricultural  dis- 
tricts. Tho  great  bulk  of  the  commu- 
nity in  those  districts  had  to  herd  stock, 
or  attend  to  farming  operations  ;  and  he 
did  not  see  why  those  children  should 
not  bo  put  out  to  the  same  occupation 
in  an  agricultural  community.  Cer- 
tainly, they  ought  not  to  be  made  pets 
of,  or  put  in  a  better  position  than  tho 
children  of  people  who  managed  to  keep 
out  of  the  workhouse.  During  the  last 
six  or  seven  years,  instead  of  increasing 
the  industrial  schools  in  Ireland,  the 
Government  had  limited  them.  That 
was  not  the  policy  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment alone,  but  in  their  action  they  had 
merely  followed  the  policy  of  their  Pre- 
decessors. Six  or  seven  years  ago  it 
waa  announced  that  no  contribution 
from  tho  Treasury  would  be  given  e.x- 
oept  to  certain  existing  schools ;  and  the 
Government  had  earefuUy  limited  the 
contributions  which  they  gave  oven  to 
existing  schools.  He  had  himself  ap- 
plied for  an  industrial  school  in  Clifdon 
— at  least,  he  had  been  made  the  me- 
dium of  communication  on  »evoral  occa- 
sions between  the  district  and  the  Go- 
vernment ;  but  he  was  sorry  to  wiy  that, 
although  that  district  was  very  much  in 
want  of  an  industrial  school  for  boys, 
the   necessary  assistance  had  been  re* 
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peatedly  refused  by  the  Government 
He  thougM  if  the  Local  Government 
Board  would  extend  the  system  of  in- 
dustrial schools  in  Ireland,  a  g^eat  many 
of  the  objections  which  were  now  urged 
by  different   Members  would  be   met. 
Not  only  might  they  extend  the  system, 
but  it  was  also  desirable  that  they  should 
change  the  law.     The  law  which  at  pre- 
sent existed  was  absolutely  absurd.     It 
was  necessary  that  a  child  should  com- 
mit some  offence,  even  if  it  were  only 
begging,  before  he  could  ^be  sent  to  an 
industrial  school;  and  it  was  perfectly 
well  known  that  the  solemn  farce  of  com- 
mitting a  child  for  some  trifling  offence 
was  frequently  gone  through  in  order  to 
get  him  admitted  into  one  of  the  exist- 
ing industrial  schools.    He  did  not  think 
it  right  that  the  committal  of  a  crime 
should  be  a  qualiQcation  for  admission 
to  an  industrial  school,  and  he  regretted 
to  say  that  it  was  exactly  the  same  in 
regard  to  the  lunatic  asylums.    Criminal 
lunatics  were  sent  to  the  county  asylums, 
but  other  lunatics  were  not;  and  per- 
fectly harmless  lunatics  suffered  in  con- 
Bequence.     He  was  strongly  of  opinion 
that    this    foolish    rule    ought    to    be 
abolished.      There  was    one    point    in 
which  he  differed  from   the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  the  County  of  Cork. 
(Colonel  Colthurst) — namely,   that  the 
Local  Government  Board  should  have 
power,  in  an  ordinary  case,  to  override 
the  decision  of  the  Guardians.  Of  course, 
if  there  was  a  case  in  which  religious 
prejudices  had  been  allowed  to  operate, 
or  a  pauper  had  been  unfairly  treated 
in  regard  to  his  religion,  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  should  have  power  to 
demand  explanations,  and  even  to  over- 
ride the  decision  of  the  Guardians.    But 
for  the  decisions  of  a  Board  of  Guar- 
dians,   who,   as  a  general  rule,  looked 
after  the  finance  of  a  district,  to  be  over- 
ridden by  the  Local  Government  Board, 
sitting  at  a  great    distance  from    the 
Union,   was  absurd,  and  would  be  so 
great  a  reflection  upon  the  Guardians, 
that  he  hoped   no  Government  would 
adopt  the  suggestion.      There  was  an- 
other point  in  which  he  should  like  to 
receive  an  explanation  from  the  Chief 
Secretary,  and  it  had  reference  to  the 
possibility  of  Ireland  being  visited  by 
cholera.      He  trusted  that  precautions 
would  be  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
disease,  and  he  hoped  Parliament  would 
not  be  allowed  to  break  up  before  hon. 
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Members  were  told  exactly  what  was 
intended  to  be  done  in  Ireland.    Had 
the  Local  Government  Board  any  policy 
in  regard  to  the  rural  workhouses  ?   Did 
they  intend  that  the  cholera  patients 
should  go  into  the  workhouse  hospitals, 
or  be  placed  in  detached  hospitals  ?    He 
was  in  favour  himself  of  having  them 
placed  in  detached  hospitals  as  far  as 
possible.      He  believed  that  in  many 
oases  it  would  be  a  good  policy  to  erect 
temporary  huts  at  a  distance  from  the 
Union  Workhouse,  and  such  temporary 
huts  could  be  so  arranged  as  to  prevent 
the  affection  from  being  communicated 
through  bad  water  or  otherwise,   and 
thus  of  reducing  the  chance  of  the  dis- 
ease   spreading    to    a  minimum.     He 
should  be  glad  to  know  from  the  Chief 
Secretary  what  it  was  intended   to  do 
with  the  hospital  question  ?    What  he 
was  afraid  might  happen  was  this — that 
if   the  cholera  visited    Ireland,   many 
clever  letters  and    minutes   might    be 
written  with  the  object  of  throwing  the 
responsibility  upon  the  Guardians,  and 
of  avoiding  the  responsibility  themselves. 
He  did  not  care  who  was  responsible — 
whether  the  Local  Government  Board  or 
the  Guardians — but  his   idea  was  that 
if  the  cholera  came  into  the  country  it 
must  be  met  by  some  Central  Body,  who 
would  be  in  a  position  to  obtain  every 
kind  of  knowledge  and  information,  and 
the  Local  Government  Board  would  cer- 
tainly be  the  best  Body  for  such  a  pur- 
pose.    What  he  would  propose  to  the 
Local  Government  Board,  in  reference 
to  the  rural  districts,   was  that    they 
should  have  one  or  two  temporary  hos- 
pitals.    He  would  not  say  what  kind  of 
hospitals ;  but  they  ought  to  be  cheaply 
erected,    as  the    expense  would    be    a 
serious  matter  for  consideration.     The 
merest  hut  would   be   quite  sufficient. 
He  thought  a  model  ought  to  be  erected 
at  some  central  station  in  Dublin,  and 
that  some  mechanic  should  be  told  off, 
who  knew  how  to  put  the  buildings  up. 
There  were  more  than  160  Unions  in  Ire- 
land, and  if  they  were  required  to  go  to 
the  expense  of  erecting  temporary  hos- 
pitals, probably  nothing  might  be  done 
by  the  time  the  emergency  arose.  What 
he   asked   was   a  very  simple  matter, 
which  would  cost  the  Government  very 
little.     The  cholera  might  not  visit  Ire- 
land after  all;  but  if  it  came  a  little 
nearer,  he  hoped  the  Government  would 
make  some  arrangement  of  that  kind; 
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and,  therefore,  he  trusted  that  the  Chief 
Secretary  would  answer  the  question  he 
had  put. 

Mr.  H.  H.  fowler  wished  to  put 
a  question  or  two  in  regard  to  this  Vote ; 
but  before  he  did  so  he  would  express 
his  regret  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
Glonmel  (Mr.  Moore)  had  moved  the 
reduction  of  the  Vote  before  they  had 
exhausted  the  discussion  on  the  subject 
introduced  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Sligo 
(Mr.  Sexton).  He  thought  the  feeling 
on  that  side  of  the  House  was  that 
his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary should  withdraw  the  Vote  for  the 
present ;  and  if  it  was  impossible  to  do 
BO,  that  the  discussion  would  be  allowed 
to  go  on  fairly  upon  its  merits,  so  that 
the  Irish  Members  should  retain  their 
control  over  the  very  unpleasant  issue 
which  had  been  raised.  He  was  sure 
his  right  hon.  Friend  would  not  mis- 
understand him.  He  did  not  put  it  as 
a  question  of  confidence  in  the  Irish 
Executive.  He  thought  there  was  no 
man  in  that  House  who  had  the  slightest 
doubt  that  the  Chief  Secretary  was  ac- 
tuated in  all  these  things  by  the  highest 
and  most  advanced  standard  of  official 
honour,  and  any  decision  arrived  at  by 
him  would  command  the  confidence  of 
the  House.  But  he  wanted  to  tell  his 
right  hon.  Friend  —  he  did  not  know 
whether  his  right  hon.  Friend  was  aware 
of  it — that  there  was  growing  up  in  the 
House,  as  well  as  in  other  quarters,  a 
distrust  of  the  permanent  Irish  Execu- 
tive ;  and  he  should  be  sorry  that  any 
question  should  arise  which  should 
put  hon.  Members  in  conflict  with  the 
right  hon:  Gentleman  himself,  or  with 
Lord  Spencer.  He  thought  the  time 
was  arriving  when  the  action  of  the 
permanent  Irish  Executive  would  be 
exposed  to  the  very  serious  criticism, 
not  only  of  the  House,  but  of  the  coun- 
try. Let  him  take  the  case  they  had 
heard  to-night.  He  knew  nothing  what- 
ever of  the  case ;  but  here  was  a  man 
charged  with  defalcation — in  England 
they  would  call  it  embezzlement.  "Whe- 
ther the  man  was  guilty  or  not  he  did 
not  4now — he  knew  nothing  about  the 
facts  of  the  case — but  he  was  charged 
with  having  appropriated  the  public 
money,  from  time  to  time,  during  a 
period  which  extended  over  a  series  of 
years.  When  the  fraud  was  found  out, 
the  deficiency  amounted  to  between 
iS2,000  and  £3,000 ;  and  a  certain  body 


of  Commissioners  in  Ireland,  adopting  a 
course  of  action  which,  in  England, 
would  be  regarded  as  compounding  a 
felony,  still  retained  the  servioes  of  the 
defaulter,  and  proceeded  to  realize  his 
assets.  No  prolonged  discus!«ion  of  the 
matter  was  needed.  By  return  of  post 
it  would  be  known — aye  or  no — whe- 
ther this  collector  had  those  rates  or 
had  paid  them  to  the  authorities,  or 
whether  he  was  short  in  his  accounts ; 
and  if  he  had  retained  them  for  48 
hours  beyond  the  proper  time,  he 
ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  remain 
in  the  Public  Service.  He  would 
say  no  more  than  to  suggest  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  should  pontpone 
the  Report  on  the  Vote  until  the  de- 
cision of  the  Government  could  be  made 
known,  so  that  not  only  the  Irish,  but 
the  English  Members,  might  have  a  full 
discussion  if  they  were  not  satisfied.  He 
desired  now  to  ask  for  a  few  items  of  in- 
formation as  to  what  he  might  call  the 
extraordinary  amount  of  this  Vote.  He 
could  not  help  contrasting  the  Irish 
Local  Government  Board  with  the  Local 
Government  Board  in  England.  The 
English  Local  Government  Board  had  to 
deal  with  25,000,000  of  people;  the  Irish 
Local  Government  Board  with  6,000,000. 
In  England  the  highest  official,  after 
the  President — who  was  a  Cabinet  Mi- 
nister— was  a  Permanent  Secretary,  at 
£1,500  a-year;  but  in  Ireland  there  was 
a  Vice  President  with  £'2,()00,  a  Medical 
Commissioner  with  £1,200,  another  Com- 
missioner with  £1,200,  a  Secretary  with 
£S00,  and  an  Ansistant  Secretary  with 
£600.  The  difference  between  the  cost 
of  the  permanent  staff  in  England  and 
Ireland  was  almost  inappreciable,  ei- 
though  the  amount  of  the  work  done  in 
England  was  at  least  three  times  aa 
much.  The  time  had  arrived  when  at- 
tention should  be  called  to  the  growing 
extravagance  of  the  Irish  Adminis- 
tration m  all  its  parts.  He  would  now 
take  another  point.  In  Ireland  there  were 
14  Inspectors,  whilein  England  there  were 
23 ;  but  look  at  the  disproportion  in  the 
amounts  about  to  be  voted  for  the  per- 
sonal and  travelling  expenses  of  these 
gentlemen.  In  England  23  Inspectors 
took  £4,698  as  their  expenses,  while  14 
Inspectors  in  Ireland  required  £4,020. 
Then,  if  he  came  to  the  salaries  of  the 
Medical  Inspectors,  in  England  3, 520  Me- 
dical (Meen  cost  £143,000,  while  1,064 
Medu»l  Officers,  or  sbont  one-third  ia 
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Ireland,  cost  £74,000.  The  same  thing 
prevailed  through  all  these  Irish  Votes ; 
and,  in  his  opinion,  the  whole  Irish  Ad- 
ministration was  economically  and  finan- 
cially, but  'he  hoped  not  morally,  in  an 
unsatisfactory  state. 

Mr.  MOORE  protested  against  the 
statement  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Wol- 
verhampton (Mr.  H.  Il.FoTvlor)  that  lie 
had  stepped  in  between  the  Committee 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr. 
Sexton).  Ho  thought  nobody  could  have 
gone  further  than  he  did,  seeing  that 
on  three  occasions  he  had  broken  otfhis 
speech  and  discontinued  his  statement, 
in  order  to  allow  hon.  Members  an  op- 
portunity of  going  on  with  the  previous 
subject.  Even  when  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Galway  (ilr.  T.  P. 
O'Connor)  made  a  last  appeal  to  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  postpone  the  Vote, 
he  positively  waited  in  his  seat  for  a  re- 
ply. The  complaint,  therefore,  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Wolverhampton  had 
no  foundation  whatever. 

Mr.  sexton  said,  that  the  moment 
the  reduction  of  the  Vote  was  moved 
all  chance  of  the  withdrawal  of  it  was 
put  aside.  He  wished  to  thank  the  hon. 
Member  for  Wolverhampton  (Mr.  II. 
H.  Fowler)  for  the  frank  and  effective 
Bpeech  he  had  delivered.  In  a  few 
rords  he  had  appUed  the  common  sense 
of  an  English  Member  to  the  narrative 
ho  (Mr.  Sexton)  had  given  to  the  House, 
and  he  had  swept  away  the  cobwebs 
with  which  the  Chief  Secretary  sought 
to  cover  the  ease  of  Mr.  Illliott.  He 
hoped  the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber would  be  adopted,  and  that  the  Re- 
port of  the  Vote  would  be  postponed 
until  the  decision  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  was  made  known.  In  the 
meantime  he  hoped  the  Chief  Secretary 
would  rigidly  insist  upon  tlie  principle 
ho  had  laid  down  being  carried  out — 
namely,  that  the  Executive  should  suffer 
no  further  delay  to  take  place  in  elicit- 
ing the  real  facts  of  the  case;  and  if  they 
found  that  this  officer  had  appropriated 
the  money  of  the  public  that  they  would 
ren^ove  him  at  once  from  the  public 
eervf^^e.  So  far  the  case  rested  entirely 
with  sthe  right  hon.  Gentleman.  He 
quite  aigreed  with  the  several  speakers 
who  ha(4  recently  addressed  the  Com- 
mittee as  to  the  neglect  of  the  industrial 
training  o.f  chiMren  in  the  Irish  work- 
house schocpls.  Indeed,  industrial  train- 
ing was  nejj^lected   in   all  the  primary 
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schools  in  Ireland,  although  there  was 
no  country  where  it  was  so  much  re- 
quired. It  was  of  no  use  to  depend 
upon  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  provide 
the  rates,  because  a  good  many  of  them 
were  in  very  little  better  condition  than 
the  paupers  themselves.  No  matter  how 
urgent  the  need  for  reform,  they  must 
alwaysconsider  it  as  an  equation  they  had 
to  deal  with;  and  however  desirous  they 
were  of  improving  the  administration  of 
the  Poor  Law  they  must  take  care  that 
the  financial  burden  was  not  made  too 
heavy  a  load  for  the  ratepayers  to  bear. 
There  was  another  matter  in  relation  to 
themanagementof  workhouses,  to  which 
he  wished  to  call  attention.  He  referred 
to  the  decency  of  religious  worship,  and 
the  religious  training  of  the  young.  He 
had  more  knowledge  of  the  South  of  Ire- 
laud  than  the  North  ;  and  in  hisopinion, 
where  the  Catholics  had  a  controlling 
power  on  the  Boards,  the  interests  of  the 
Protestant  minority  were  wisely  and 
generously  cared  for ;  but  in  the  North 
of  Ireland,  where  the  Catholics  on  the 
Boards  were  in  a  helpless  minority,  the 
treatment  given  to  Catholic  adults  and 
children  was  far  different.  In  the  case 
of  the  Nowtownards  Workhouse,  there 
was  a  Protestant  chaplain,  and  the  Pro- 
testant and  Presbyterian  inmates  had 
religious  instruction  and  worship  pro- 
vided for  them.  But  there  was  no  Ca- 
tholic chaplain,  and  the  consequence  was 
that  the  children  wore  put  out  of  the 
school  into  a  yard  while  religious  in- 
atriiction  was  given  to  the  rest;  and  at 
night  in  the  dormitories,  when  the  Pro- 
testant and  Presbyterian  children  were 
goiug  through  their  prayers,  theCatholio 
children  were  locked  outside  the  door 
until  the  operation  was  over.  It  often 
happened  that,  on  leaving  the  work- 
house, the  children  were  placed  with 
Protestant  masters,  the  result  of  which 
was  the  complete  uprooting  of  their  re- 
ligious faith.  He  submitted  that  the 
Local  Government  Board  ought  to  apply 
themselves  to  this  question  of  providing 
for  the  religious  instruction  of  youth  and 
the  common  decencies  of  religious  wor- 
ship. In  the  same  Board,  although  the 
Rubric  of  tho  Catholic  religion  required 
decent  order  for  the  celebration  of  Mass, 
tho  base  economy  of  the  Board  was  such 
that  the  priest  was  obliged  to  celebrate 
it  with  an  old  table  furbished  up  as  an 
altar.  The  Local  Government  Board  had 
power,  if  they  were  inclined  to  exercise 
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it,  to  provide  for  religious  worship  in  the 
'workhouse  schools  and  for  the  decent 
religious  instruction  of  tho  youug.  lie 
wishod,  next,  to  say  a  word  as  to  the 
action  of  tho  Local  Govorniuent  Board 
in  dealing  with  contested  elections  under 
tho  Poor  Law.  At  a  contested  election 
at  Drumeliff,  in  the  county  of  Slij^o,  it 
was  reported  to  the  Board  that  the  can- 
didate who  obtained  the  largest  number 
of  votes,  in  defiance  of  the  law,  went  to 
the  houses  of  two  of  the  voters  and  took 
possession  of  the  voting  papers  which 
had  been  left  by  the  police,  which  he 
kept  in  his  possession  for  24  hours.  It 
was  an  illegal  act  for  which  the  law  pro- 
vided a  penalty.  Tho  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man told  tho  House  that  because  the 
gentleman  in  question  had  a  majority  of 
votes  sufficient  to  seat  him  on  the  Board 
of  Guardians  the  Local  Government 
Board  had  not  interfered.  No  matter 
how  great  the  majority  was  which  that 
candidate  obtained,  he  ought  not  to  have 
been  allowed  to  sit  on  the  Board,  as  he 
had  committed  an  illegal  act,  for  which 
the  Local  Government  Board  ought  to 
have  prosecuted  him.  It  was  no  answer 
to  say  that  the  defeated  candidate 
could  have  brought  an  action  against 
him.  The  Department  charged  with 
the  conduct  of  the  election  was  the 
Department  which  ought  to  have  taken 
the  initiative.  He  asked  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  upon  what  ground 
of  common  sense  he  justified  the  action 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  in  re- 
fusing to  interfere,  and  in  refraining 
from  exacting  the  full  penalty  for  such 
an  offence  ?  In  the  case  of  another  con- 
tested election,  it  was  proved  at  the  in- 
quiry held  by  tho  Inspector  that  forged 
prosy  papers  were  issued.  The  Return- 
ing Officer  distinctly  reported  that  forged 
papers  wore  sent  in  to  him,  and  there 
had  been  needless  delay  in  reporting 
upon  it.  Before  the  debate  closed,  he 
hoped  the  Chief  Secretary  would  explain 
whether  the  Local  Government  Board 
were  exercising  their  powers  in  finding 
out  how  the  proxy^  papers  camo  to  be 
forged,  BO  that  the  forger,  whoever  he 
might  have  been,  might  be  prosecuted 
and  punished.  Turning  nost  to  the 
Gwoedore  evictions,  he  wished  to  point 
out  that  200  men,  women,  and  children 
liad  been  recently  evicted  on  the  estate 
of  Mr.  Wybrant  Olpherts,  in  some  cases 
for  one,  and  in  others  for  two  years' 
rent,  and  were  allowed  to  lie  in  the 


ditches  for  threo  days  and  throe  nights ; 
and  although  he  was  contradicted  in 
that  House,  he  had  the  authority  of  tho 
parish  priest  for  saying  that  it  was  not 
until  the  fifth  day  that  the  relieving 
otHcor  came  with  some  vehicles  to  take 
the  unfortunate  people  to  the  work- 
house. For  tho  purpose  of  embarrass- 
ing the  tenants,  tho  landlord  took  his 
proceedings  in  one  of  the  Superior  Courts, 
and  by  so  doing  materially  added  to  the  i 
amounts  due.  The  same  relieving  ofiScer  1 
filled  the  double  office  of  relieving  officer  I 
and  gomboen  man,  or  seller  of  meal, 
oxactiug  from  the  poor  people  who  were 
driven  to  the  verge  of  ruin  tho  highest 
rates.  Ho  would  like  to  know  whether 
that  was  a  combination  of  officers  that 
the  Local  Government  Board  were  pre- 
pared to  tolerate ;  and  whether  the  man 
who  supplied  the  people  with  meal  at 
excessive  rates  should  be  the  same  man 
who  was  to  represent  a  public  Depart- 
ment in  relieving  them  tho  moment  they 
were  turned  out-of-doors  ?  The  law 
allowed  six  months  for  redemption. 
These  poor  people  had  crops  in  the  land 
from  which  they  were  evicted,  and  their 
only  hope  lay  in  selling  those  crops  and 
redeeming  their  holdings  within  the 
statutory  six  months,  by  scraping 
enough  together  to  satisfy  the  demands 
of  the  landlord.  In  order  to  watch  the 
crops  which  were  growing  in  the  ground 
it  was  necessary  that  some  member  of 
the  family  should  be  left  on  tho  spot. 
The  Legislature  allowed  that  the  per- 
sons evicted  might  get  four  weeks'  out- 
door relief;  but  tho  evicting  landlord, 
being  also  Chairman  of  the  Dunfanaghy 
Board  of  Guardians,  refused  to  accept  a 
motion  to  thot  ofiect.  The  Board  re- 
fused, in  tho  fii-st  place,  to  give  any  out- 
door relief,  and  even  went  farther,  and 
decided  that  no  wife  should  be  admitted 
to  the  workhouse  unless  her  husband 
was  admitted  also,  thereby  preventing 
the  poor  men  from  taking  caro  of  their 
holdings  during  the  period  when  they 
might  be  redeemed.  The  law  said  that 
the  husband  might  remain  outside  for 
the  purpose  of  watching  the  farm,  and 
seeing  that  the  crops  were  not  de- 
stroyed ;  but  the  Board  of  Guardians 
made  themselves  the  instruments  of  the 
tyrannical  will  of  the  landlord,  and  said 
the  husband  must  come  in  also,  and 
leave  tho  farm  unattended, or  the  wife  and 
children  would  bo  turned  out  on  the 
roadside  to  starve.    What  happened? 
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When  a  motioa  was  made  to  give  four 
weeks'  relief  to  these  unfortunate  people, 
Mr.  "WybrantOlphertSjthisevicting  land- 
lord, taking  advantage  of  some  quibble 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  en- 
deavoured to  explain,  ruled  that  the 
motion  could  not  be  put.  He  accused 
the  Local  Government  Board  of  being 
supine  and  neglectful  in  the  discharge 
of  their  duties.  He  contended  that  when 
the  poor  people  in  Ireland,  driven  to 
despair  and  penury,  were  unable  to  meet 
their  engagements,  by  reason  of  oppres- 
sive rents,  the  least  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  could  do  was  to  compel  their 
own  officials  to  act  impartially,  and 
neither  allow  the  gombeen  man  to  be 
the  relieving  officer,  or  the  evicting  land- 
lord to  preside  at  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians, with  power  to  refusethe  dole  which 
the  Guardian?  were  willing  to  give. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  concurred  with 
his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Sligo 
(Mr.  Sexton) in  thanking  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Wolverhampton  (Mr.  H.  H. 
Fowler)  for  adding  to  the  charge  they 
had  made  against  this  Department  re- 
garding Mr.  Elliott  the  force  of  his  de- 
served reputation  in  the  House.  He 
had  risen  now,  however,  upon  another 
point,  as  he  presumed  it  would  be  con- 
venient for  the  Chief  Secretary  to  reply 
upon  every  question  that  might  be  sub- 
mitted to  him.  He  hoped,  when  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  came  to  deal  with 
the  case  of  Mr.  Elliott,  that  he  would  be 
able  to  give  assurances  that  it  would  be 
dealt  with  not  only  justly,  but  promptly. 
The  subject  to  which  he  desired  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  was  the 
working  of  the  Labourers'  Act  of  last 
year.  A  Committee  was  at  present  en- 
gaged in  investigating  the  operation  of 
that  Act ;  and  although  it  had  only  sat 
for  one  day,  and  there  were  only  two 
witnesses  examined,  and  tliose  two  wit- 
nesses officials  of  the  Department — its 
Vice  President  and  Legal  Adviser — the 
evidence  given  established  every  demand 
which  had  been  made  for  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Act.  Their  claims  that  the 
matter  should  be  promptly  dealt  with, 
and  dealt  with  at  the  Autumn  Session, 
were  irresistible,  after  the  evidence  given 
before  the  Select  Committee.  They  had 
the  broad  fact  admitted  that,  while  a 
labourer  could  only  be  expected  to  pay 
1».  a- week,  or  £2  12*.  for  his  house  and 
plot,  that  house  and  plot  would  cost  the 
Guardians  £100,  or  £5  7«.  6i.  a-year. 

Mr.  8*xton 


Thus  they  had  the  astonishing  fact  that 
these  cottages  could  only  be  built  for 
the  labourer  on  the  condition  that  the 
ratepayers  of  the  district  paid  more  than 
half  the  sum  annually  which  they  had 
cost.  What  had  been  the  result?  A 
question  was  asked  in  the  Committee 
that  day,  not  by  an  Irish  Member,  but 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Peterborough 
(Mr.  8.  Buston),  which  showed  a 
startling  result.  Evidence  had  been 
given  by  the  Vice  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  that  the  Act  had 
been  confined  in  its  operation  to  the  two 
Provinces  of  Leinster  and  Munster,  and 
there  had  not  been  a  single  attempt  in 
the  Province  of  Oonnaught  to  carry  out 
the  provisions  of  the  Act,  nor  in  the 
Province  of  Ulster.  The  hon.  Member 
who  put  the  question  naturally  remarked 
that  it  had  been  stated  in  evidence'  that 
the  labourers  of  Connaught  were  in  a 
much  worse  plight  than  in  any  other 
Province,  and  the  reply  was,  ''Cer- 
tainly." Therefore,  the  only  deduction 
to  be  made  from  the  facts  was  that  this' 
Act  for  the  relief  of  the  labourers  had 
not  once  been  carried  out  in  the  Pro- 
vince in  which  it  was  most  required. 
He  believed  that  the  representation  he 
made  would  be  corroborated  by  every 
Member  of  the  Committee. 

The  CHANCELLOE  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  Childers)  rose  to  Order. 
It  was  not  in  Order  to  discuss  the  evi- 
dence given  before  a  Committee  that  had 
not  yet  reported. 

The  chairman  :  That  is  so.  Such 
a  discussion  is  out  of  Order.  If  the 
Committee  has  not  reported,  the  hon. 
Member  is  not  entitled  to  refer  to  the 
evidence  before  it. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOE  said,  he  was 
porry  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chaacellor  of  tho  Exchequer  should  have 
felt  it  his  duty  to  stand  upon  a  technical 
point  as  to  the  propriety  of  bringing 
these  facts  before  the  Committee.  He 
had  been  simply  anxious  to  point  out 
one  or  two  facts  with  regard  to  the  posi- 
tion of  the  labourers  in  Ireland  upon 
which  the  operation  of  the  Labourers' 
Act  could  be  discussed.  He  was  also 
anxious  to  discuss  the  subject  on  the 
present  occasion,  which  was  probably 
the  only  opportunity  that  would  present 
itself.  He  had  no  wish  to  add  to  the 
already  heavy  burdens  on  the  shoulders 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ir^ 
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land ;  and,  considering  the  time  that 
this  discussion  would  occupy,  he  should 
certainly  not  exceed  the  Hmits  of  pro- 
priety. In  accordance  with  the  ruling 
of  the  Chairman,  he  should  not,  of  course, 
refer  to  the  evidence  given  before  the 
Committee,  but  would  merely  put  the 
Committee  in  possession  of  facts  which 
were  matters  of  notoriety.  It  was  per- 
fectly well  known  that  as  long  as  the 
Government  continued  to  charge  this 
high  rate  of  interest  the  Labourers'  Act 
would  be  a  dead  letter.  He  would  sub- 
mit this  point  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chief  Secretary. 

Mb.  NEWDEQATE  rose  to  Order. 
It  had  always  been  considered  con- 
trary to  the  courtesy  due  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  that  House  that  a  subject 
should  be  taken  out  of  their  hands  and 
made  a  matter  for  discussion  in  that 
House  before  the  Committee  had  re- 
ported. It  was  a  rule  of  courtesy  which 
the  House  had  always  observed  during 
the  many  years  he  had  occupied  a  posi- 
tion in  the  Hoose,  and  he  hoped  it  would 
continue. 

Me.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  said,  there 
was  scarcely  anything  he  would  not  do 
for  the  hon.  Member  who  had  just 
spoken,  except  vote  for  a  Motion  which 
he  had  dropped  for  some,  years.  He 
would  reserve  the  observations  he  was 
about  to  make  until  the  Committee  had 
reported ;  but  he  would  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  to  put 
the  Committee  in  possession  of  facts 
that  were  within  his  knowledge,  and  to 
controvert  his  statements  if  he  found 
them  to  be  incorrect.  He  would  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  it 
was  not  a  fact  that,  up  to  the  present, 
not  a  single  house  had  been  built  under 
the  Labourers'  Act  of  last  year?  He 
asserted  that  this  was  the  case,  and 
that,  perhaps,  very  good  reasons  could 
be  given  for  it.  He  also  asked  him  to 
controvert  this  statement — that  a  large 
number  of  the  Unions  in  Ireland  re- 
fused to  carry  that  Act  into  operation, 
because  they  considered  that  the  ex- 
pense of  doing  so  would  be  excessive  ; 
and  he  would  further  ask  him  to  state 
whether  or  not  it  was  correct  that  a 
large  number  of  the  Unions  which  had 
carried  their  schemes  so  far  as  to  have 
obtained  the  signature  of  the  Local  Go- 
Temment  Board  and  the  sanction  of 
l>oth  Homes  of  Parliament — whether  he 


was  not  strongly  of  opinion  that  a  large 
number  of  Boards  of  Guardians,  al- 
though they  had  carried  the  matter  to 
the  final  stage,  would  not  go  to  the  ex- 
pense of  putting  their  schemes  into  ope- 
ration ?  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Boards 
of  Guardians  shrank,  owing  to  the  ez- 
cessive.cost  imposed  by  the  Government, 
from  applying  for  money  to  carry  out  a 
work  which  had  been  sanctioned  by  both 
Houses  of  Parliament,  and  the  conse- 
quence was  that  a  large  number  of 
houses  would  not  be  built  which  would 
have  been  built  had  the  rate  of  interest 
been  less.  What  did  that  mean  ?  It 
meant  that  the  12  months  which  had 
elapsed  since  the  Labourers'  Act  was 
passed  had  been  to  a  large  extent 
wasted,  and  that  another  12  months 
would  be  wasted  likewise,  because,  as  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  the  County 
of  Cork  (Colonel  Colthurst)  would  know, 
with  regard  to  the  practical  operation 
of  the  Act,  that  notices  under  the  exist- 
ing law  must  be  published  in  the 
months  of  September,  October,  and  No- 
vember. The  initiatory  step  was  to  pub- 
lish the  notices  in  those  months,  and 
unless  those  notices  were  so  published 
no  further  steps  could  be  taken  with  re- 
gard to  the  erection  of  cottages,  not 
only  with  respect  to  this  year,  but  also 
with  respect  to  next  year.  But  was  it 
not  a  fact  that  the  Chief  Secretary  could 
not  controvert  the  statement  which  he 
(Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor)  made  most  posi- 
tively— namely,  that  all  the  probabilities 
pointed  out  that  not  a  single  Board  of 
Guardians  in  Ireland  would  publish  any 
notice  during  the  months  of  September, 
October,  and  November,  and  that  all  the 
facts  pointed  to  not  a  single  cottage 
being  built,  either  this  year  or  the  next, 
in  consequence  of  such  notices  not  being 
given  ?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  knew  the  cause  as  well 
as  he  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor)  did.  The  cause 
was  that  the  people  of  Ireland  could 
not  imagine  that  the  Treasury  would  be 
so  extortionate,  or  that  the  Treasury 
would  be  so  foolish,  as  to  charge  a  rate 
of  iuterest  which  practically  prevented 
the  carrying  out  of  an  Act  upon  the  ne- 
cessity of  which  all  parties  were  agreed. 
That  being  so,  the  people  of  Ireland  ex- 
pected further  legislation;  they  had  a 
right  to  expect  it,  and  it  was  the  expec- 
tation of  that  legislation  which  suspended 
and  paralyzed  the  operation  of  the  Act. 
He  could  assure  the  Committee  that  ij 
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new  legislation  was  not  brought  in  the 
Act  would  practically  remain  a  dead 
letter.  Owing  to  circumstances  which 
he  dared  not  allude  to,  a  great  and  ex- 
traordinary opportunity  had  occurred  to 
HerMajesty'sUovemraent  of  giving  that 
prompt  legislation  which  was  necessary 
for  the  carrying  out  of  the  Act.  If  Hor 
Majesty's  Government  were  to  bring  in 
an  amending  Bill  during  the  Autumn 
Session,  which  had  been  promised,  to 
deal  with  points  on  which  thoro  was 
unanimity  of  opinion,  he  felt  sure  the 
Bill  would  pass  through  the  House  with- 
out any  opposition,  and  that  it  would 
become  law  ia  time  for  the  different 
Boards  of  Guardians  throughout  the 
country  to  carry  out  the  Act  this  year. 
Finally,  he  most  earnestly  urged  tho 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
to  take  the  matter  into  his  favourable 
consideration,  so  that  the  Boards  of 
Guardians  might  proceed  with  their 
work  ;  and,  still  more,  that  tho  labourers 
who,  at  the  end  of  the  Autumn  Session, 
would,  in  all  probability,  be  added  to 
the  political  forces  of  the  country,  should 
feel  that  their  grievances  had  impressed 
themselves  on  the  mind  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  that  the  Autumn  Session 
would  bring  them  practical  relief. 

Colonel  NOKiVN  said,  he  should  only 
detain  the  Committee  for  a  few  moments 
while  he  made  some  remarks  upon  a 
singlo  point.  Tho  hon.  Member  for 
Wolverhampton  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  in 
the  ctiurse  of  his  speech  had  made  one 
observation  with  reference  to  a  part  of 
this  Vote,  which  he  (Colonel  Nolan)  was 
unable  to  agree  with,  and  which  he 
thought  required  an  answer.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Wolverhampton  had  spoken 
of  that  portion  of  tho  Vote  which  re- 
lated to  the  Medical  Department  as 
being  too  high,  as  compared  with  the 
amount  expended  in  England  under  the 
same  head.  He  thought,  however,  that 
the  hon.  Member  had  been  led  into  a 
mistake,  so  far  as  this  item  was  con- 
cerned, by  the  difference  in  the  manner 
in  which  the  Votes  of  the  two  countries 
wore  framed.  As  a  matter  of  fact  they 
were  drawn  up  quite  differently.  The 
items  of  the  medical  portion  of  tho  Vote 
relating  to  Ireland  were  drawn  up 
under  one  or  two  heads,  whereas  in  the 
English  Vote  they  were  spread  out 
under  several  heads,  and  it  was  that 
circumstance  whicL    ho    believed    had 
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misled  the  hon.  Gentleman.  If  hon. 
Members  would  look  at  the  Irish  Vote 
it  would  be  seen  that  the  total  amount 
for  medical  purposes  was  j£9G,400  ;  and 
if  they  took  the  English  Vote,  including 
registration,  it  was  £33,854.  Ho  did 
not  know  why  it  was,  but  the  medical 
expenditure  under  the  same  Vote  was 
£143,500. 

Mr.  n.  H.  FOWLER  said,  he  had 
not  alluded  to  the  Medical  Vote  at  all. 
Ht?  had  referred  to  the  salaries  of  tho 
Modical  Officers,  cost  of  drugs,  &c.,  and 
compared  them  with  the  corresponding 
items  in  the  English  Vote. 

CoLONiL  NOLAN  said,  he  still  thought  ^ 
the  hon.  Gentleman  had  fallen  into  an 
error,  because  the  Irish  Vote  undoubt- 
edly included  a  number  of  extraneous  ■ 
items.  There  was,  for  instance,  to  be ' 
takon  into  account  the  expenditure  on 
public  vaccination,  and  travelling  ex- 
penses in  connection  with  the  Medical 
Department,  which  were  not  charged  in 
the  same  way  in  the  English  Estimates.  | 
The  only  fair  mode  of  comparison  was 
to  add  up  all  tho  Eughsh  medical  items 
and  all  the  Irish  medical  items  and  then 
consider  the  balance ;  to  deal  with  them 
in  any  other  way  would  only  lead  to 
needless  dispute.  The  hon.  Member 
would  find  he  was  coiTect  in  stating  that 
the  whole  nf  the  Irish  medical  items 
were  £96,000,  and  that  the  whole  of  the 
English  medical  items  amounted  to 
£33,854,  adding,  as  he  had  before  men- 
tioned, the  registration  charge,  which  it 
wus  only  fair  to  include.  The  propor- 
tion was,  therefore,  as  throe  to  one 
between  the  Irish  and  English  Votes. 
It  might  be  said  that  the  Irish  popula- 
tion was  ono-third  of  tho  English  popu- 
lation ;  but  he  thought  that  the  Medical 
Service  of  a  country  should  be  to  a 
certain  extent  regulated  by  area,  and 
that  it  should  not  rest  upon  popidation 
alone.  There  was  another  considera- 
tion to  be  kept  in  view  in  comparing 
tho  l^Iedical  Votes  of  England  and  Ire- 
land. Ireland  was  the  poorer  country 
of  the  two,  and  amongst  the  reasons 
why  she  was  poor  was  tho  fact  that 
almost  all  the  groat  public  establish- 
ments, the  prisons,  dockyards — in  fact, 
most  of  the  good  things  out  of  which  the 

fieoph)  could  earn  money — were  in  Eng- 
and.  Finally,  although  in  respect  of 
this  Vote  he  would  allow  t\ia.t primd  facie 
the  Irish  people  were  better  off  than  the 
English  people,  yet,  for  the  reasons  he 
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.  aclvanced,  he  contended  that  they 
ftnjoyed  no  undue  superiority. 

Couijf  KL  COLT  H  URST  said ,  the  hen . 
Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  had  called 
the  attention  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
lud  the  Committee  to  a  very  important 
point   in  connection   with  the  Catholic 
iliildren     in     one     of     the     Northern 
Irish  Unions.     Ho  might  also  mention 
Inother  Union  in  which  the  Board  of 
Guardians   had  persistently  refused,  up 
within  the  last  few  weeks,  to  do  their 
"■duty  in  this  respect.     Ho  rose  for  the 
purpose  of  saying  that  if  these  things 
turred  in  the  various  Unions  it  showed 
the  necessity  of  giving  some  power  to 
lio    Local  Oovornraent    Board  to  deal 
tith  matters  of  this  kind.     He  thought 
lis  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  the  Member 
|or   Onlway   iColoncd   Nolan)    was   not 
|uite  fair  in  bis  strictures  on  what  he 
(Colonel  Colthurstj  had  said  on  the  suh- 
fect.      Ho  did   not  say  that  the  Local 
jvernment  Board  were  to  over-ride  the 
Boards  of  Guardians  either  in  England 
or  in  L-eland ;    hut   he  did  think    that 
some    Central    Body   should    have   the 
power  of  redressing  the  grievances  of 
iny  helpless  class  of  people  who  had 
lot    the    means    of    redressing    those 
trievancea  themselves.    Ho  thought  that 
the    Local    Qovemment   Board    should 
lave  the  power  to  compel  the  Boards  of 
'Guardians  to  bring  up  Catholic  children 
in  the  manner  desired;  and  he  had  always 
Bgretted  that  his  right  hon.  Friend  the 
_  3hief  Secretary  did  not  use  the  power 
which  ho  undoubtedly  possessed  in  the 
direction  indicated.     If  the  right  hon. 
}eutleniBn  were  to  supersede  Guardians 
rho  did  not  do  jubtice  to  the  Catholic 
bbiidron  in  the  workhouses,  he  believed 
^hnt  it  would  have  the  effect  of  reinedy- 
ig  the  evil  complained  of,  and  that  the 
power  would  only  have  to  be  exorcised 
ince  or  twice. 
Mb.   DEjVSY  said,  ho  quite  agreed 
ith    the    hon.    and    gallant    Member 
DC  the  County  of  Cork  (Colonel  Colt- 
kurat)  that  it    was  desirable   that   the 
eal  Government  Board  should  possess 
le  powers  necessary  to  compel  Boards 
Sf  Guardians  to  do  their  duty  with  re- 
Ijpeot    to    Catholic    children   in    work- 
iouscs.     There  were  several  Boards  of 
ruardians  in  Ireland  who  were  not  dis- 
posed to  act  properly  towards  tlio  poor ; 
ind  it  was  a  fact  that  those  Boards  of 
l-uardians  were  mainly  composed  of  per- 
t>aa  belonging  to  the  class  who  were 


against  the  people — that  was  to  say, 
they  were  mainly  composed  of  landlords 
and  agents.  It  would  be  well,  under 
such  circumstances,  that  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  sboiUd  use  its  powers 
impartially,  and  that,  if  the  powers 
which  tiiey  at  present  possosaed  were 
found  to  be  insufBcient  for  the  object  in 
view,  further  powers  should  be  given. 
He  maintained,  however,  that  at  present 
the  balance  of  opinion  in  Ireland  was 
that  the  Local  Government  Board  ex- 
ercised the  powers  vested  in  them 
in  an  arbitrary  and  despotic  man- 
ner, and  unduly  hampered  Boards  of 
Guardians  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties.  He  was  of  that  opinion  himself ; 
it  was  the  residt  of  his  own  experience, 
because,  when  he  was  a  Poor  Law  Guar- 
dian, he  had  often  been  involved  in 
conti-oversiea  with  the  Local  Government 
Board,  who  were  constantly  interfering 
with  and  overthrowing  the  work  of  the 
Nationalist  Guardians.  If  the  Guardians 
wanted  to  change  their  rules,  the  Local 
Government  Board  was  sure  to  send 
down  an  order  to  prevent  their  doing  so. 
The  case  of  the  Cork  Board  of  Guar- 
dians, he  believed,  had  engaged  the 
attention  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland.  On  a  recent  occasion 
n  matter  of  importance  was  brought 
before  that  Board,  and  it  was  proposed 
by  the  Guardians  to  institute  a  necessary 
reform  in  connection  with  the  admi- 
nistration of  out-door  relief.  It  had 
been  found  that  the  question  of  out- 
door relief  was  becoming  very  impor- 
tant, and  more  pressing  year  by  year, 
and  that  it  was  impossible,  under  the 
system  in  force  in  Ireland,  to  keep  any- 
thing like  an  adequate  check  upon  the 
relieving  officer.  The  amount  of  out- 
door relief  in  the  Cork  Union  was 
increasing  at  the  rate  of  £2,000or  £3,000 
a-year,  which  so  alarmed  the  Guardians 
that  they  appointed  a  small  Committee 
to  consider  tbo  matter  and  report  to  the 
Board  the  advisability  of  altering  the 
existing  arrangement.  He  remembered 
that,  after  many  days  of  labour,  the  Com- 
mittee brought  in  an  important  Report 
which  was  submitted  to  the  Board,  and 
adopted  by  them  unanimously  after  two 
daj-s'  consideration.  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  were  then  aaked  to  give  Uieir 
sanction  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee  ;  but  thoy  refused  to  do  so, 
without  giving    any  adequate   reason. 
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Memorials    were    addressed    to   them 
asking  them  to  reconsider  their  decision 
in  the  interest  of  the  ratepayers ;  but 
they    refused    to    agree    to    the    pro- 
posal.   He  said  that  the  Local  Govern- 
ment   Board    unduly    exercised    their 
powers  on  the  occasion  he  had  referred 
to.    There  were  several  other  cases  of 
a  similar  character  which  he  might  draw 
attention  to ;  but  he  would  abstain  from 
60  doing,  because  he  had  no  desire  un- 
necessarily to  prolong  the  present  discus- 
sion.    With  regard  to  the  industrial 
training    of   children    in    workhouses, 
which  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for 
Cork  County  had  just  alluded  to,  the 
question  was  perhaps  of  more  importance 
than  any  which  could  be  brought  before 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  on  that 
Vote.    Unquestionably,  it  was  impossible 
to  train  these  children  properly  in  the 
workhouses,  the   Guardians  having  no 
facilities  for  giving  them  an  industrial 
education,  because  there  was  no  power 
to  compel  pauper  children  in  Ireland  to 
learn  anyparticular  trade.   Even  if  a  boy 
were  put  to  atrade  in  an  Irish  workhouse, 
and  he  desired  at  the  end  of  a  week  or 
a  fortnight  to  give  it  up  and  lead  a  life 
of  idleness,  the  Board  of  Guardians  had 
no  power  to  make  him  go  to  work ;  they 
were  obliged  to  let  him  have  his  own 
way,  and  the  result  was  that  the  boy 
grew  up  to  become  a  burden  on  the  com- 
munity.    He  believed,  then,  that  if  in- 
creased powers  were  given  to  the  Boards 
of  Guardians  in  Ireland,  the  desire  of 
the   hon.    Member    for   Clonmel    (Mr. 
Moore)  would  be  met,  and  a  large  num- 
ber of  boys  taught  to  earn  their  living. 
In  that  way  the  able-bodied  men,  whom, 
under  the  existing  system,  it  was  im- 
possible to  keep  out  of  the  workhouses, 
'  would  no  longer  be  found  seeking  ad- 
mission.   If  those  men   had,   in  their 
childhood,   been    sent    to  some  school 
altogether  removed  from  the  evil   in- 
fluences of  the  workhouses,  be  believed 
they  would  have  become  useful  members 
of  society  instead  of  what  they  were, 
merely  burdens  on  the  ratepayers.    Un- 
fortunately, the  people  he  was  speak- 
ing of  constituted  a  very  large  class,  of 
whom  it  might  be  said  that,  whenever 
they  were  not  in  the  workhouse,  they 
were  in  gaol ;  and  he  believed  that  until 
Parliament    gave    facilities    to    board 
out  children,  or  to  purchase  and  endow 
schools  for  the  industrial    training  of 
pauper  children,  this  unfortunate  state 

Mr,  JDeaty 


of  things  would  continue.     There  was 
another  matter  to  which  he  should  like  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Committee,  and 
that-  was  the  position   of    able-bodied 
women  in  the  workhouses  in  Ireland.  The 
Guardians  had  it  in  their  power  to  sepa- 
rate fallen  and  abandoned  women  m>m 
those  who  were  innocent  and  virtuous, 
and  this  was  done  in  a  number  of  work- 
houses,  although  it  was  neglected  in 
others.      Now,  he  said  there   was  no 
reason  why  the  Local  Government  Board 
should  not  insist  upon  the  Boards  of 
Guardians  throughout  the  country  carry- 
ing out  the  rule  of  separation;  and  he 
believed  that  if  it  were  done  it  would  at 
once  put  a  stop  to  the  demoralization 
amongst  women  which  went  on  in  cer- 
tain workhouses  in  Ireland.    He  com- 
plained   that    the    Local    Government 
Board    exercised    their    powers    in    a 
manner  which  was  not  conduciTe  to  the 
interests  of  the  ratepayers,  and  whicli 
did  not  lead  to  the  Boards  of  Guardians 
having  any  confidence  in  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board.     Let  the  Committee 
consider  a  case  in  connection  with  the 
Kinsale   Workhouse  which  occurred  a 
short  time  ago.     It  was  proposed  that 
nuns  should    be    introduced    into    the 
workhouse  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
charge  of  the  hospital,  and  a  resolution 
was  unanimously  carried  by  the  Board 
of  Guardians  to  that  effect;   but  the 
Local  Government    Board    refused    to 
sanction  the  arrangement  unless  a  sepa- 
rate  building    was    erected    for    their 
accommodation  outside  the  workhouse; 
though  there  was  ample  room  within  the 
building,  as  would  be   seen   when  he 
stated  that  the  Kinsale  Workhouse  was 
built  for  600  inmates  and  only  contained 
120  at  present.     He  would  like  to  know 
why  one  rule  was  made  for  the  work- 
house he  was  referring  to,  and  another 
rule  for  the  workhouse  at  Cork,  where 
the  nuns  had  been  admitted  and  had 
g^ven  satisfaction  to  everyone  ?    It  was 
clear  that  the  Local  Government  Board 
had  no  reason   but  an  imaginary  one 
for    refusing    to   admit    the    nuns    in 
the  first  case  he  had  mentioned.     He 
had  had  some  experience    himself  of 
the  powers  of  the  Local  Government 
Board;  and  he  thought  that  the  way 
in   which  they  performed  their  duties 
generally,    with    regard    to    the    Poor 
Law,  was  extremely  objectionable.   Fur- 
ther,   he  contended    that    some    rulos 
should  be  laid  down  both  for  the  guid« 
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«noo  of  the  Department,   of  Boards  of 
^uardians,  aud  of  tho  Auditors     When 
mo  of  tlie  best  men  in  tho  land  were 
ihrown  into  prison  on  Huspiriou  by  the 
ght  hon.  (itmtleman  the  Member  for 
rudford  (lAr.  W.  E.  Foi-ster),   at  that 
ine  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
-onant  of  Ireland,   it  was  found  neees- 
ry  in  some  cases  to  relieve  tho  families 
f  many  of  those  men  ;  and  resolutions 
ero  passed   in  the   usual   manner,    at 
everul  Boards,  authorizing  the  Quar- 
tans to  give  I5«.  or  £1  a- week  for  that 
urpose.     The  Local  Government  Board 
ad  thuse  resolutions  before  them  ;  they 
ever  made  any  objection  to  them;  they 
id  not  object  to  the  amount  of  money 
oted,  nor  did  they  give  the  Guardians 
;he  Blightest  intimation  that  they  were 
kely  to  be  surcharged  for  any  portion 
f  the  item  of  relief  in  question.     But 
hen  the  auditing  of  the  accounts  had 
ken  place,  the  Guardians  unexpectedly 
Sound  themselves  surcharged  to  a  very 
nf^iderable  amount.     In  Cork   Union 
ilie  sum  was  not  very  large ;  but  in  Mid- 
"leton    Union   tho   Chairman  was  sur- 
charged to  the  amount  of  £41.     A  ro- 
Bolution  was  sent  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  asking  that  the  influence 
of  the  Department  might  be  used  with 
Auditors  to  have  the  surcharge  re- 
itted ;    but    the    Local    Government 
oard  answered  that  it  was  not  in  their 
ower   to  intluencQ    tho   Auditor.      lie 
Ir,  Deasy)  was  surcharged  for  a  small 
m  himself.     He  believed,  then,  that 
ley  had  no  influence  with  the  Auditor  ; 
he  had  known  at  first  a<?  much  as  he 
Gw  then,  be  would  have  allowed  the 
eriff  to  proceed  against  him  for  the 
covery  of  the  money  claimed.     When 
'  the  Poor  Law  Guardians  hud  paid  the 
amount  with  which  they  had  been  sur- 
"  arged,  on  account  of  the  families  of 
suspects,  "the  Local  Government  Board 
ht   it   expedient  to   exercise   that 
which  before  they  had  disclaimed, 
"anff  they  actually  induced  the  Auditors 
not  to  surcharge  certain  gentlemen  be- 
longing to  the  Orange  Society  on  account 
of  other  matters.    What  had  occurred  in 
rk  Union  was  a  case  in  poiut.  A  gen- 
emnn,  a  member  of  the  Orange  Lodge 
d  well  known  to  the  hon.  and  gallant 
ember  for  the  County  of  Cork  (Colonel 
rst),   was  surcharged  for  having 
relief  to   persons  who   were  not 
golly  entitled  to  receive  it ;  he  knew  at 
e  time  he  gave  the  relief  that  it  was 


given  illegally  ;  he  knew  that  it  was  dis- 
tinctly laid  down  as  unlawful,  and  that  the 
Auditors  could  surcharge  him  with  tho 
amounts,  But  the  Local  Government 
Board  having  interfered  in  his  behalf, 
tho  surcharge  was  not  enforced.  Their 
action  in  reference  to  that  affair  showed 
that  the  statement  that  thoj'had  no  con- 
trol over  the  Auditor  was  not  true.  He 
would  give  another  instance  in  support 
of  his  argument.  Throe  Governors  of 
the  Cork  Di.strict  Lunatic  Asj-lum  were 
surcharged  £33  by  the  Government 
Auditor,  which  they  refused  to  pay; 
and,  although  tho  Middleton  magistrates 
gave  a  decree  for  the  amoimt,  the  sur- 
charge was  not  enforced.  Those  gentle- 
men were,  of  course,  Orangemen.  He 
ventured  to  say  that  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  would  do  well  to  lay  down 
pome  rule  for  tho  guidance  of  Boards  of 
Guardians  in  the  administration  of  the 
rates,  so  that  they  might  know  when 
they  wore  acting  legally  or  otherwise. 
It  was  monstrous  that  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  which  had  the  resolution  of 
tke  Board  of  Guardians  in  question  be- 
fore them  week  after  week,  should  have 
loft  those  Guardians  to  net  in  an  illegal 
manner,  without  informing  them  of  the 
fact.  If  they  had  had  any  notion 
that  the  relief  they  were  giving  was 
illegal  they  would  have  adopted  some 
other  means ;  but  the  Local  Government 
Board  gave  them  not  the  slightest  inti- 
mation that  their  action  was  illegal. 
There  was  another  matter  of  great  im- 
jtortance,  and  that  was  the  way  in  which 
the  pauper  lunatics  were  treated  in  the 
lunatio  wards  in  the  workhouses  in  Ire- 
land. He  did  not  think  any  question 
more  important,  because  of  the  helpless- 
ness of  these  people,  could  occupy  the 
attention  of  the  House.  Harmless  luna- 
tics were  invariably  sent  to  tho  work- 
houses, and  there  was  practically  no 
provision  made  for  them,  There  was 
a  kind  of  classification  ;  but  it  was  not 
at  all  what  it  ought  to  be.  The  nurses 
knew  uotliing  about  the  ti'eatment 
of  such  people,  and  there  were  no 
doctors  whose  profession  it  was  to 
attend  them;  and,  on  tho  whole,  the 
chances  of  their  recovery  in  these  work- 
house wards,  to  say  nothing  of  com- 
fort for  them,  were  hopeless.  In  1879, 
a  Beport  was  presented  by,  he  believed, 
a  Select  Committee  appointed  by  the 
late  Conservative  Government,  which 
recommended  that  certain  workhouses 
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in  certain  districts  sliould  be  set  aside 
altogether  for  the  treatment  of  these  un- 
fortunate people.  There  was  no  reason 
-why  that  recommendation  should  not  be 
carried  out,  bebause  the  workhouses  in 
some  parts  of  the  country — Kinsale,  for 
instance — were  not  filled  to  one-seventh, 
or  even  one-tenth  of  their  capacity.  If 
that  plan  was  adopted,  these  poor  people 
■would  be  treated  properly,  and  he  had 
no  doubt  there  would  more  cases  of  re- 
covery than  otherwise.  It  was  one  of 
the  most  disgraceful  things  conceivable 
that  these  people  should  not  be  properly 
treated,  but  should  be  huddled  together 
with  no  proper  provision  being  made  for 
their  treatment.  This  was  a  matter 
which  he  would  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  consider,  for  it  was  really  one  of  great 
importance.  He  did  not  wish  to  say 
anything  on  the  subject  raised  by  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Galway 
(Colonel  Nolan)  as  to  cholera  patients, 
except  that  it  was  of  great  importance 
that  hospitals  should  be  provided  for 
them.  Li  the  City  of  Cork  there  was  a 
hospital  set  a«ide  for  cholera  patients 
should  an  epidemic  break  out ;  but  that 
was  not  the  case  in  Bandon  and  other 
places  in  the  county,  and  should  there  be 
an  epidemic  in  Ireland,  no  provision 
having  been  made  for  the  treatment  of 
the  patients,  results  of  a  serious  nature 
would  follow.  He  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  consider  the  few  points 
he  had  ventured  to  place  before  the 
Committee,  and  particularly  that  with 
regard  to  the  pauper  lunatics.  There 
were  several  other  matters  to  which  he 
would  not  now  advert ;  but  he  could  not 
avoid  reference  to  the  appointment  of 
Inspectors  under  the  Explosives  Acts. 
The  Boards  of  Guardians  had  to  pay 
these  Inspectors;  but  the  Inspectors 
wore  appointed  by  the  magistrates  of 
Petty  Sessions,  who  got  one  of  their 
own  friends  to  apply  for  the  ofiBce,  then 
appointed  him,  and  no  sooner  was  he 
appointed  than  they  raised  his  salary ; 
but  the  Guardians  had  to  pay ;  and, 
should  they  refuse  to  do  so,  all  the  ma- 
gistrates had  to  do  was  to  make  an  order 
on  the  Treasurer  of  the  Union,  who 
should  regard  such  an  order  as  a  first 
charge  on  the  balance  to  the  credit  of 
the  Guardians,  and  if  there  was  no 
balance  at  the  time  the  order  was  pre- 
sented, he  was  bound  to  pay  it  out  of 
the  first  monies  received  by  him.  He 
referred  to  this  matter,  because  much 
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irritation  had  been  caused  to  the  Cork 
Guardians  by  the  manner  in  which  these 
Inspectors  had  been  appointed,  and  their 
salaries  increased.  They  knew  that  this 
had  been  done  in  the  interests  of  a  class ; 
and  if  the  Local  Government  Board 
permitted  the  injustice  to  continue, 
they  would  forfeit  altogether  what  little 
confidence  the  Irish  people  had  in  them. 
He  did  not  wish  it  to  be  understood 
that  ho  objected  to  the  Local  Cbvem- 
ment  Board  as  a  Central  Controlling 
Authority.  It  was  absolutely  necessary 
to  have  some  such  Central  Authority; 
but  what  he  did  object  to  was  that  in 
the  last  three  or  four  years,  particularly 
in  Unions  where  Nationalist  Guardians 
held  the  balance  of  power,  the  Local 
Government  Board  had  increased  their 
authority  in  an  objectionable  manner. 
He  hoped  the  Government  would  lay 
down  some  rule  which  would  check 
the  action  of  the  Department;  if  they 
did,  they  would  find  that  the  Boards  of 
Guardians  throughout  the  Southern  coun- 
ties, and  particularly  if  the  Election  of 
Guardians  Bill  then  before  the  House 
was  passed,  would  do  their  duty  fairly. 

Mr.  TREVELTAN  said,  the  remarks 
of  the  hon.  Member  (Mr.  Deasy)  were 
very  interesting  in  several  particulars, 
and  not  the  least  to  him  in  the  sentence 
with  which  the  hon.  Member  concluded. 
Standing  on  the  threshold  of  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  Bill,  to  which  some  little 
time  had  been  devoted,  he  must  ear- 
nestly express  the  hope  that  it  would 
become  an  Act  that  Session ;  because  if 
it  did,  not  only  would  great  benefits  be 
conferred  on  the  Irish  people,  but  some 
of  the  most  critical  and  intricate  contro- 
versies to  which  allusion  had  been  made 
would  be  closed  once  and  for  ever.  The 
hon.  Member  had  discussed  at  some 
length  the  questions  started  by  other 
hon.  Gentlemen;  but  towards  the  end 'of 
his  speech  ho  referred  to  the  position  of 
the  Explosives  Acts,  and  to  the  ineffi- 
cient manner  in  which  they  were  carried 
out.  It  was  impossible  for  him  to  come 
provided  with  papers  and  statistics  for 
all  these  points,  and  he  had  no  time  to 
inform  himself  as  the  discussion  went 
on ;  but  i^)on  this  point  he  remembered 
that  the  Local  Government  Board  had 
considerable  powers,  and  that  eomplaints 
had  frequently  been  made — ^in  private, 
he  must  say — of  the  expensive  character 
of  the  Inspectors  under  the  Explosives 
Acts.    He  should  be  glad  to  reoeive 
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hints  fi'om  hon.  Qentlemeo,  and  to  con- 
fer with   them  either  in  private  or  in 
ublic  ;  but  the  direction  which  reconi- 
endations  lately  made    to    him    had 
en  was  the  control  of  the  police  in 
js    matter.     Whether  that   was   the 
lew  of  the  hon.  Member  he  should  be 
rious  to  learn;  but  there  wore  many 
on.   Mombora  who   were    inclined    to 
ink  it  would,  perhaps,  be  the  most 
economical  and  the  most  efficient  system. 
The   hon.   Member    for   Clonmel  (Mr. 
Moore),  touching  point  after  point  which 
were  afterwards  filled  in  by  the  hon. 
and   gallant  Member  for  Cork  County 
(Colonel  Colthurst),  argued  against  the 
present   workhouse   system,    which    he 
thought  was  too  favourable   to    those 
lersons  who  he  considered  ought  not  to 
e  in  workhouses  at  all,  but  should  be 
inpporting    themselves    by  their    own 
nbour,  and  which,  on  the  other  hand, 
bore  too  hardly  upon  people  who  ought 
to  be  in  the  workhouses  at  the  public 
expense.     Idlers,  ho  said,  wore  allowed 
frequent   the  workhouses;   aud,  on 
e  other  hand,   others  who  ought  to 
e  supported  by  the  public  on  account 
if  their  infirmities  were  neglected.     He 
could  not,  however,  but  think  that  the 
arrangements  made  were  not  far  off  the 
mark,  and  the  proper  mediums  had  been 
struck.     The  main  principle  upon  which 
these  workhouses  were  conducted,  and 
the   arrangement  drawn   up   was,  that 
idlers  who  could  support  themselves  by 
Bound  labour  should  be   deterred  from 
applying  for  relief  to   the  workhouses 
"  ij  the  restrictions  imposed.     These  re- 
rictions  must  be  uniform.     If  there 
as  to  be  a  real  test  of  whether  a  person 
should  or  should  not  be  supported  by 
the  public,  it  must  be  a  uniform  test ; 
and  a  uniform  test  would  always  admit 
some  persons  who  ought  not  to  be  ad- 
mitted, and,  at  the  same  time,  perhaps, 
ar  a  little  hard  on  others  who  deserved 
letter  treatment ;  but  he  thought  it  was 
t  yet  proved  that  the  workhouses  of 
eland,  any  more  than  those  of  Eiig- 
nd,   encouraged   a  great  number    of 
iors  to  throw  themselves  on  the  public 
arge ;  or,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the 
ersonal  discomforts  and   vexations   of 
eing    supported    in    the    workhouses 
were  of   such   a  character  as  to    bear 
hardly  on  persons  who  were  pauper  in- 
atcs.     The  hon.  Ifember  referred  to 
lunatic  wards,  and  in  that  respect 
idoubtedly  it  would  be  well  if  some 
ledy  could  be  applied.   It  was  a  most 


painful  sight  to  see  these  unfortunate 
people  collected  in  small  bodies — with 
•  the  air  of  depression  which  such  persons 
I  usually  bore — where  they  wero  a  small 
isolated  section  of  the  larger  body,  the 
g^eat  majority  of  whom  were  sane.  The 
lunatics  wero  few,  and  were  probably  in 
i  the  charge  of  persons  who  were  not  pro- 
fessionally acquainted  with  the  manner 
in  which  they  ought  to  be  treated,  and 
their  condition  was  certainly  hopeless 
and  distressing.  With  regard  to  the 
pauper  children,  the  same  remarks  ap- 
plied, and,  to  a  certain  extent,  in  many 
cases,  must  apply  necessarily,  and  in 
this  case  it  was  yet  more  painful.  It 
was  a  sad  sight  to  see  8  or  10,  or  15, 
or  20  poor  littlo  children  being  taught 
with  few  of  those  appliances  which  could 
be  obtained  in  larger  establishments. 
Their  number,  and  the  distressing  cha- 
racter of  their  condition  were,  no  doubt, 
painful.  In  this  case,  and  in  the  case 
of  the  lunatics,  it  would  bo  better  if 
they  could  in  the  one  case  adopt  the 
English  system,  and  have  large  work- 
house schools ;  while  in  the  case  of  the 
lunatics  it  was  well  worth  considering 
whether  thoy  could  be  congregated  in  a 
central  workhouse.  But  it  must  be  al- 
lowed that  in  all  these  cases  the  con- 
sideration came  in  that  the  contribu- 
tions of  tlio  Treasury  wore  rigorously 
ap2)lied,  and  that  every  alteration  of 
system  in  the  direction  of  a  more  plea- 
sant life,  and  more  efficient  training, 
and  more  healthy  maintenance  was  liable 
to  cost  money,  and  they  must  be  very 
careful  that  in  their  desire  to  obey  the 
dictates  of  philanthropy,  they  did  not 
put  on  the  ratepayers  a  burden  which 
people  who  had  a  right  to  bo  represented 
might  be  unwilling  to  adopt.  The  hon. 
Member  had  spoken  of  the  inferior  class 
of  teachers  in  the  Irish  workhouses ; 
but  unfortunately  the  supply  of  qualified 
teachers  had  long  been  very  deficient  in 
Ireland.  It  was  most  distressing  iu  the 
elementary  schools  to  see  how  fow  of 
tho  teachers  at  that  moment  really  had 
such  qualifications  as  would  bo  consi- 
dered necessary  in  England,  and  oven, 
porhops,  in  Scotland;  but  upon  that 
point  the  Government  had  clean  hands, 
because  the  real  prime  cause  of  this  de- 
pression in  Irish  education  was  the  want 
of  training.  The  causes  of  that  want 
of  training  wero  well  known  to  all  Irish 
Members,  and  thoso  causes  the  Govern- 
ment had  done  their  very  best  to  remove. 
As  time  went  ou,  he  tbought  the  8te^& 
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that  had  been  taken  would  cause  an 
improvement,  and  they  might  hope  that 
after  the  elementary  schools  had  been 
supplied  the  Standard  might  go  on  im- 
proving lower  down  the  scale,  and  the 
workhouses  might  get  supplied  with 
better  teachers.  But  the  hon.  Member 
likewise  spoke  of  the  industrial  training, 
and  on  that  point  he  charged  the  Local 
Government  Board  with  not  having  fur- 
thered it.  The  Board  might  not,  per- 
haps, have  done  all  in  their  power  to 
further  it ;  but  they  had  not  prevented 
the  Quardians  in  any  case  from  estab- 
lishing industrial  training.  He  was  un- 
willing to  anticipate  whatever  discussion 
there  might  be  on  the  Vote  for  Industrial 
Schools;  but  the  hon.andgallantMember 
for  Galway  (Colonel  Nolan)  had  spoken 
of  the  extreme  parsimony  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  a  good  many  years  past,  in  re- 
fusing to  allow  more  industrial  schools  to 
be  started  in  Ireland.  The  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Member  was  well  aware  that  the  par- 
simony he  complained  of  had  not  resulted 
in  Ireland  being  ill-used,  as  compared 
with  the  Sister  Island,  because  in  England 
and  in  Wales  the  proportion  of  money 
per  head  for  industrial  schools  was  only 
3  to  1,  as  against  the  proportion  in  Ire- 
land ;  whereas  the  proportion  in  popula- 
tion was,  roughly  speaking,  twice  as  large, 
and  more  probably  6  to  1,  as  compared 
with  Ireland.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber, as  he  understood  him,  proposed  to 
largely  relax  the  conditions  under  which 
children  might  be  sent  to  industrial 
schools.  That  was  a  very  serious  ques- 
tion indeed.  It  would  result,  he  could 
see,  in  industrial  teaching,  at  the  public 
expense,  being  extended  over  almost 
the  whole  of  Ireland  ;  and  it  was  quite 
obvious  that  many  hon.  Members,  in- 
cluding the  hon.  Member  for  Wolver- 
hampton (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler),  would 
certainly  have  something  to  say  about 
the  great  body  of  Irish  children  being 
educated  on  a  system  which,  in  England, 
was  only  applied  to  those  who,  from  the 
unfortunate  circumstances  of  their  homes, 
had  no  chance  of  the  least  education. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Cork 
had  said  he  would  not  inflict  on  the 
Committee  a  speech  on  Union  rating  if 
he  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  would  state  what 
the  views  of  the  Government  were  on 
that  subject— whether  they  proposed  to 
make  the  Union  Eating  Bill  a  measure 
for  encouraging  indoor  relief,  and  dis- 
couraging outdoor  relief   in   Ireland ; 
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or  whether  they  would  adopt  the  Eng- 
lish system  of  applying  Union  rating  to 
every  species  of  relibf.  He  could  see 
that  it  would  be  impossible  to  pass  a 
Bill  through  Parliament  for  a  limited 
and  partial  system  of  Union  rating.  In 
all  questions  in  which  the  two  countries 
could  have  their  affairs  managed  on  the 
same  system,  it  was  very  important  that 
the  greatest  possible  amount  of  simi- 
larity should  be  aimed  at.  The  Union 
Eating  Bill  in  England,  which  was 
passed  some  20  years  ago,  had  been,  on 
the  whole,  a  very  great  success ;  and 
the  tendency  in  England  during  those 
20  years  had  certainly  not  been  in  the 
direction  of  excessive  and  dissolute  out- 
door relief,  but  rather  the  opposite; 
and  he  had  no  doubt  that  although  by 
an  artificial  system  of  having  Union 
rating  for  indoor  relief,  and  divisional 
rating  for  outdoor  relief,  when  once  they 
should  pass  the  Bill  that  would  be  a 
system  he  could  not_  ask  Parliament  to 
adopt.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
for  Galway  (Colonel  Nolan)  had  referred 
to  a  question  upon  which  he  had  said 
something  at  Question  time,  and  asked 
what  measures  were  being  taken  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  to  provide 
hospitals  in  case  of  cholera.  In  that 
matter  there  had  been  a  good  deal  of 
activity,  and  the  policy  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  was  this — they  pro- 
posed first  to  rely  upon  the  existing 
hospitals.  Wherever  fever  hospitals 
existed  they  were  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  well  if  the  Guardians  were  to 
use  them  as  cholera  hospitals.  Where 
no  such  hospital  existed,  or  where  it  was 
inconveniently  or  dangerously  placed, 
or  where,  by  any  evil  chance,  the  cholera 
should  fall  upon  Ireland  severely,  and 
the  hospitals  were  over-filled,  and  room 
was  wanting — with  a  view  to  that  they 
had  carefully  examined  what  measures 
had  been  adopted  in  England.  In  Eng- 
land advice  had  in  one  case  been  given 
by  the  English  Local  Government  Board 
in  the  shape  of  a  Memorandum  with 
regard  to  temporary  hospital  accommo- 
dation. That  was,  he  believed,  in  the 
year  1876,  and  the  advice  given  was 
that  the  authorities  should  resort  to  huts 
or  tents.  The  Local  Government  Board 
for  Ireland  had  been  adopting  measures 
for  ascertaining  where  temporary  hos- 
pitals might  be  most  rapidly  procured ; 
and  they  had  ascertained  that  one  Eng- 
lish firm  had  a  sufficient  number  of 
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tents  in  store.  But  they  were  anxious 
to  have  these  temporary  hospitals  on 
the  spot,  and  they  had  applied  to  an 
Irish  firm  for  the  plan  of  a  hospital 
with  the  intention  of  at  once  furthering 
the  provision  of  hospitals  should  they 
be  needed.  For  immediate  purposes  he 
might  state  that  the  Government  had  in 
store  16  Constabulary  huts  at  Phcanix 
Park,  which  had  been  inspected  by  In- 
spector Mackay,  and  he  had  found  them 
admirably  suited  for  temporary  hospitals. 
They  would  accommodate  live  patients 
each,  and  could  be  erected  in  a  few 
hours.  The  Government  proposed  to 
hold  them  at  the  disposal  of  any  Sani- 
tary Authority  that  might  require  them, 
and  they  would  be  willing  to  leave  the 
question  of  payment  to  arbitration ;  but 
he  would  see  that  this  most  necessary 
service  was  pushed  forward  quickly,  be- 
cause he  quite  agreed  with  the  hon.  and 
gallantMember  that  when  troubles  arose, 
whether  through  the  inroad  of  disease,  or 
war,  or  famine,  the  difference  was  very 
g^eat  between  having  provision  actually 
made  and  the  question  settled  of  autho- 
rity and  responsibility  for  the  arrange- 
ments made,  and  these  things  not  being 
settled.  Going  back  to  the  question 
with  which  this  discussion  commenced, 
the  hon.  Member  for  Wolverhampton 
(Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  made  some  general 
observations  as  to  the  conduct  of  per- 
manent officials  in  Ireland.  He  did  not 
acknowledge  the  justice  of  those  obsor- 
Tations,  because  ho  doubted  whether  the 
hon.  Member  could  find  a  case  resem- 
bling that  which  they  had  been  now 
discussing,  in  which  any  Government, 
English,  Scotch,  or  Irish,  had  acted  with 
more  decision  than  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment had  in  the  case  referred  to.  He 
did  not  know  what  measure  of  public 
Bpirlt  his  hon.  Friend  had;  but  he 
thought  he  was  present  when  he  de- 
scribed the  action  of  tho  Irish  Govern- 
ment in  that  case  as  an  earnest  of  what 
they  would  do  in  similar  cases,  and  he 
should  be  very  much  surprised  if  the 
hon.  Member  could  pick  any  hole  in  the 
action  of  the  Irish  Government  in  that 
matter.  The  hon.  Member  said  that 
•when  an  allegation  was  made  two  days 
would  be  sufficient  to  settle  tho  matter. 
The  hon.  Member  had  not  studied  the 
case  sufficiently ;  ho  had  not  paid  suffi- 
cient attention  to  the  great  principle 
that  no  man  should  be  condemned  un- 
tried.   The  Executive  had  not  had  the 
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opportunity  yet  of  writing  to  Mr.  Elliott, 
to  ask  him  what  colour  he  placed  upon 
the  charge.  Till  the  Board  had  had  its 
meeting,  and  until  the  Executive  got 
a  reply  from  them,  they  would  not  have 
that  opportunity,  because  his  (Mr.  Tre- 
velyan's)  recollection  of  the  matter  was 
that  the  first  official  intelligence  they 
had  that  anything  that  could  be  con- 
strued into  defalcations  had  existed  was 
contained  in  the  answer  which  the  Board 
of  Blackrook  Commissioners  returned  to 
their  first  letter,  and  it  was  immediately 
on  the  heels  of  that  answer  that  they 
sent  their  second  letter,  to  which  the 
Board  must  return  a  reply  after  their 
next  meeting. 

Mb.  MOLLOY:  What  is  the  date  of 
that  letter  ? 

Mr.  TKEVELYAN  said,  he  had  not 
got  the  papers  with  him ;  he  was  not 
aware  the  subject  was  going  to  be 
started.  But  the  letters  of  the  Executive, 
whenever  they  were  written,  were  written 
very  soon  after  the  communication  was 
received  from  the  Blackrock  Commis- 
sioners. As  he  had  already  stated,  the 
Blackrock  Commissioners  had  been  ex- 
ceedingly sluggish,  and,  consequently, 
in  the  last  resort,  he  should  propose  that 
the  matter  be  dealt  with  by  two  inde- 
pendent bodies.  However,  as  a  prac- 
tical result  of  this  discussion,  he  was 
perfectly  prepared  to  accept  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Wolverhampton  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler) 
to  defer  the  Report.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  done  much  good  by  comparing 
the  Estimates  of  the  one  country  with 
those  of  the  other,  and  he  ( Mr .  Tre velyan) 
would  be  extremely  glad  if  his  hon. 
Friend  could,  on  some  future  occasion, 
give  them  his  ideas  as  to  whether  a 
Public  Office  was  better  managed  by  a 
Board  or  by  a  Permanent  Secretary. 
But  when  the  hon.  Gentleman  spoke  of 
the  salary  of  the  Vice  President,  he 
(Mr.  Trevelyan)  must  own  that  Mr. 
Bobinson's  responsibilities  and  duties 
were  not  more  than  adequately  repre- 
sented by  a  salary  of  £2,000  a-year. 
It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  iu  the 
English  Local  Government  Board  there 
were  two  Parliamentaiy  officers  who 
had  nothing  to  do  except  to  look  after 
that  Board.  In  the  Local  Government 
Board  in  Ireland  there  was  only  one 
Parliamentary  official,  and  he  was  the 
Chief  Secretary ;  and  it  was  pretty  plain, 
that  an  officied  who  had  to  be  lor  the' 
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best  part  of  seven  months  in  each  year 
in  constant  attendance  in  Parliament  at 
Westminster,  occupied  with  the  business 
of  many  different  Departments,  and  with 
an  amount  of  what  might  be  called 
Home  OfiBce  Business  that  alone  would 
be  enough  to  keep  a  Minister  actively 
employed,  would  not  in  any  sense  be 
able  to  undertake  the  duties  of  a  Per- 
manent Supervisor  of  a  Department. 
Under  those  circumstances,  he  could  not 
say  that  the  Vice  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  was  at  all  overpaid. 
His  hon.  Friend  spoke  of  the  very  large 
expenditure  on  medical  relief,  and  he 
(Mr.  Trevelyan)  did  not  think  that  the 
answer  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
for  Galway  (Colonel  Nolan)  covered  the 
whole  ground.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  Galway  put  it  down  to  the 
great  territorial  size  of  Ireland  as  com- 
pared with  her  population.  That  made 
some  difference,  no  doubt ;  but  he  (Mr. 
Trevelyan)  should  say  that  the  difference 
in  the  expenditure  on  medical  relief  in 
the  two  countries  was  due  in  great 
measure  to  the  different  habits  of  the 
English  and  Irish  populations.  The 
dependence  of  the  Irish  people  upon  me- 
dical relief  provided  by  the  public  went 
undoubtedly  in  very  much  higher  classes, 
and  was  very  much  more  general,  than 
in  England,  and  was  at  least  one  main 
cause  of  the  very  great  proportionate 
expenditure  upon  medical  relief.  An 
indication  of  that  was  the  difference  in 
the  position  which  was  occupied  by  the 
public  dispenser  in  England  and  that 
occupied  by  the  public  dispenser  in  Ire- 
land. The  dispenser  in  Ireland  de- 
pended to  a  great  extent  upon  a  public 
■alary;  but  in  England  he  depended 
chiefly  upon  his  private  practice.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  re- 
ferred to  several  cases  of  elections  in 
which  ho  considered  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  had  not  acted  justly.  Now, 
the  Local  Government  Board  was  ex- 
tremely anxious  to  be  relieved  of  its 
functions  in  regard  to  elections.  Some 
80  or  90  contested  elections  were  brought 
to  be  tried  and  supervised  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  every  year.  The 
duty  was  one  that  was  extremely  in- 
vidious and  extremely  diflB.cult  to  per- 
form, and  he  should  be  only  too  glad  if 
it  could  be  transferred  by  the  Bill, 
which  had  now  gone  to  "another  place," 
to  a  tribunal  which  was  well  fitted  to 
examine  into   the  questions  at  issue. 
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But  he  was  boimd  to  say  that  whenever 
a  Question  had  been  asked  in  the  House 
with  regard  to  the  position  of  the  Local 
Government   Board   respecting  a  con- 
tested Poor  Law  election,  he  had  always 
gone  into  the  case,  and  he  bad  generally 
found  that  this  idea  governed  the  de- 
cisions of  the  Board — that  as  little  as 
possible  should  be  done  to  disturb  the 
result  of  elections  unless  what  had  taken 
place  was  of  a  nature  to  falsify  the  elec- 
tions.   The  Board  were  of  opinion  that 
defects  of  technical  legality  should  not 
be  pressed  too  hard  unless  there  was 
some  reason  to  believe  they  occurred  of 
malice  aforethought,  or  unless  the  result 
of  the  elections  was  affected  by  them. 
He  could  not  say  he  had  found  any  case 
in  which  the  Returning  Officer  was  se- 
riously to  blame  in  which  he  was  not 
reprimanded,  in  one  case  he  was  even 
dismissed ;  and  he  had  not  known  any 
case  in  which  an  election  was  turned  by 
illegality.      He  could  not  expect  hon. 
Gentlemen  to  agree  with  the  judgment 
of  the  Board  in  all  the  cases ;  but  the 
Board  had  performed  their  duty  to  the 
best  of  their  ability.  He  earnestly  hoped 
this  would  be  the  last  year  the  Board 
woidd  have  to  decide  election  disputes. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton) 
spoke  of  the  Gweedore  evictions.    He 
should  not  follow  the  hon.  Gentleman 
into  that  part  of  his  speech  in  which  he 
referred  to  the  relations  between  the 
landlord  and  the  tenants.    He  did  not 
want  to  enter  into  controversial  ques- 
tions, which  were  not  essential  to  the 
Vote  ;  but  with  regard  to  the  conduct  of 
the  relieving  officer,  and  the  conduct  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  be  had  a 
word  to  say.    The  hon.  Member  said 
that  the  evictions  took  place  on  the  1st 
or  the  2nd  of  July,  but  that  the  reliev- 
ing officer  did  not  transfer  the  people  to 
the  workhouse  until  a  good  many  days 
had  passed.      The  relieving  officer  was 
specially  sent  by  the  direction  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians  on  Saturday,  the  5th 
of  July.    Up  to  that  time  he  conceived 
that  he  was  performing  his  duty  by  re- 
maining at  home,  ready  to  be  sent  over 
in  case  he  was  wanted ;  and,  in  so  doing, 
he  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  was  informed  he  was 
acting  strictly  legally.      The  rel'eving 
officer  had   been   long  resident   in  the 
district,  he  knew  well  the  circumstances 
of  the  people,  and  he  was  not  out  of 
sympathy  with  the  people.     The  charac- 
ter given  him  by  those  who  knew  him 
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locally,  including,   he  (Mr.  Trevelyan) 
■was  informed,  the  CathoUo  clergy  of  the 

Earish,  was  that  he  was  a  kindly  and 
onest  man,  and  was  upright  aud  gpne- 
rou8  in  his  dealings  with  the  people. 
The  Local  Government  Board  were  alive 
to  what  was  going  on  ;  from  the  very 
first  they  were  in  correspondence  with 
the  relieving  officer,  reminding  liim  of 
the  great  responsibility  he  would  incur 
by  any  neglect  of  duty.  They  sent  an 
Inspector  down  to  the  locality  to  make  a 
special  Report,  and  they  reminded  the 
Guardians  of  their  power  to  give  out- 
door relief;  but  at  that  point  the  powers 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  ceased. 
The  Local  Government  Board,  as  the 
hon.  Gentlemen  well  knew,  had  no  power 
•whatever  to  order  outdoor  relief  in  a 
particular  ease.  Well,  on  Saturday,  the 
]  6th  of  July,  the  relieving  officer  was  di- 
rected by  the  Guardians  to  proceed  with- 
out delay  to  the  scene  of  the  evictions, 
and  to  afford,  at  his  own  instance,  pro- 
visional relief,  either  in  or  out  of  the 
workhouse,  according  to  the  cireum- 
etances  of  each  case.  He  wont  accurd- 
ingly,  and  offered  meal  in  one  case  whore 
he  thought  it  was  immediately  wanted, 
and  he  off'ered  to  provide  conveyances  to 
the  workhouse.  The  latter  offer  was 
refused  bv  all  the  people. 

Mr.  HABRINGTON  :  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  give  the  date  the  oflSeer 
visited  the  place  ? 

Mn.  TREVELYAN:  It  was  the  5th 
of  July. 

Mr.   HARRINGTON:    He   got   the 
order  on  the  oth ;  did  he  go  the  same  day  ? 
Mr.   trevelyan  said,  the  relieV- 
•  ing  officer  went  on  the  day  that  he  got 
[the  order.     The  offer  to  provide  convey- 
ances to  the  workhouse  was  refused — 
that  was  to  the  best  of  his  (Mr.  Tre- 
relyan's)  belief. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON  said,  that  the 
lorders  of  Boards  of  Guardians  were  not 
Igiveu  to  relieving  officers  until  after 
ttheir  meetings. 

Mk.  trevelyan  said,  the  5th  of 

July   was   a   long    day  ;    but  he  would 

not  absolutely  sny  the  relieving  officer 

Lvisited  the  scene  on  the  day  he  got  the 

jordor ;  but,  at  any  rate,  it  waa  not  on 

[the   Monday  he  went.      Tho   relieving 

lofficer  offered  to  take  tho  people  to  the 

iTrorkhouso ;  but  his  offer  was  declined 

by  tho  people,  who  were  evidently  acting 

under   the  advico  of  Father  M'Faddy, 

vho  said  they  wore  all  to  go  in  together ; 


and  on  the  Monday  following  141  did  go 
into  the  workhouse,  conveyances  beinf^ 
provided  for  them  by  the  priest,  though 
tho  relieving  officer  would  have  pro- 
vided thorn  if  application  had  been  made 
to  him.  Then,  with  regard  to  no  women 
or  children  having  been  allowed  to  go  to 
the  workhouse  unless  tho  father  of  the 
family  wont  with  them,  on  that  point  no 
complaint  had  hitherto  been  made  to 
him.  Ho  saw,  from  the  Report,  that  of 
the  persons  who  went  to  the  workhouse, 
72  had  been  amongst  those  evicted  on 
tho  Gweedore  estate,  and  tho  remainder 
were  the  wives  and  children  of  tenants 
on  neighbouring  estates,  who  had  been 
evicted,  but  rein.stated  as  caretakers  ;  so 
there  could  not  have  been  a  general 
system  forbidding  wives  and  children  to 
go  to  the  workhouse  unless  the  husbands 
aud  fathers  wont  in  also.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Galway  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Con- 
nor) spoke  on  the  subject  of  the  La- 
bourers' Act,  with  regard  to  which  he 
was  interrupted  once  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Childers),  and 
once  by  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Warwickshire  (Mr.  Newdegate).  The 
hon.  Member  for  Galway  accepted  tho 
interruptions  in  a  very  cheerful  spirit, 
and  he  said  nothing  from  tliat  moment 
forward  to  which  anybody  could  take 
exception.  But  he  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  could 
not  help  thinking  that  tho  general  sense 
of  tho  Committee  would  be  with  the  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Newd'  gate)  who  ap- 
pealed to  tho  Chairman  :  because,  when 
a  Committee  was  sitting  u[>9tnirs,  it  was 
altogether  out  of  reason  that  the  evi- 
dence should  be  the  subject  of  comment 
in  the  House.  The  hon.  Member  (Mr. 
T.  P.  O'Connor)  was  ao  ingenious,  how- 
ever, that,  though  ho  was  obliged  to 
obey  the  ruling  of  the  Chair,  he  was  not 
at  all  disconcerted,  but  was  able  to  put 
forward  his  opinions  and  views  on  other 
grounds  than  on  the  evidence  of  the 
Committee  sitting  upstairs.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  asked  him  several  questions 
—  for  instance,  whether  any  houses  had 
been  built  under  the  littbourers'  Act ; 
and  whether  any  Boards  of  Guardians 
had  objected  to  burden  their  ratepayers 
iu  the  matter  ?  IIo  (Mr.  Tri'velyaii)  waa 
not  aware  that  any  houses  had  been 
built ;  but  ho  did  not  think  that,  under 
tho  schemes  which  were  being  put  for- 
ward, any  houses  could  very  well  have 
been  built  by  this  time,  It  was  only  in 
tho  latter  part  of  tho  Soeaiou  that  tliQ 
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Provisional  Orders  were  passed ;  besides, 
it  was  extremely  unlikely  that,  with  a 
Committee  now  sitting,  and  with  further 
legislation  so  freely  talked  of  by  hon. 
Members,  the  present  Bill  would  bo  put 
into  any  very  active  use.  And  when  be 
was  asked  whether  any  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians bad  objected  to  burden  tbeir  rate- 
payers, he  should  be  inclined  to  think  it 
was  extremely  probable  that  they  had 
objected.  The  very  principle  of  the  Bill 
introduced  by  the  hon.  Member  himself 
was  that  pressure  should  be  imposed 
upon  Boards  of  Guardians  from  the  out- 
side, and  that  they  themselves  should 
have  the  power  to  say  whether  they 
would  burden  the  rates  by  building 
houses.  The  hon.  Member  required  from 
him  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  two  pledges,  nei- 
ther of  which  he  was  able  to  g^ve. 
The  first  pledge  was  that  the  Committee 
now  sitting  should  report  this  year.  On 
that  point  he  had  no  power  whatever. 
It  was  for  the  Committee  themselves  to 
say  how  much  evidence  they  wished  to 
take,  how  long  they  wished  to  sit ;  and 
it  would  be  impertinent  in  him  even  to 
express  a  wish  on  the  subject.  The  next 
pledge  was  that  the  Government  should, 
in  the  Autumin  Session,  bring  forward 
an  amending  Bill.  On  that  rested  a 
question  of  extreme  gravity ;  a  question 
which  could  only  be  settled  by  an  appeal 
to  the  Prime  Minister,  and  upon  which 
he  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  would  not  have  the 
courage  to  express  any  opinion.  He 
knew  that  the  idea  of  the  Prime  Minister 
was  that  the  Autumn  Session  should  be 
devoted  exclusively  to  the  Eepresenta- 
tion  of  the  People  Bill.  One  hon.  Mem- 
ber mentioned  his  desiro  that  the  Local 
Government  Board  shouldinterfere  to  see 
that  the  children  in  workhouses  received 
the  advantages  of  a  religious  education. 
At  that  moment  aquestion  was  impending 
with  the  Donegal  Board  of  Guardians, 
with  regard  to  which  he  (Mr.  Trevelyan) 
was  extremely  anxious.  A  controversy 
had  arisen  between  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  and  the  Donegal  Board  of 
Guardians,  and  he  was  bound  to  say 
there  had  been  faults  on  both  sides ;  but 
the  difficulty  occasioned  at  present  ap- 
peared to  lie  with  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians. The  Local  Government  Board 
had  made  up  their  minds  to  settle  the 
question ;  and,  in  the  course  of  the  next 
week,  he  had  no  doubt  that  settled  it 
would  be.  He  was  quite  certain  that 
they  never  could  permanently  allo^  the 
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children  of  the  poor  people  in  work- 
houses to  bo  deprived  of  religious  in- 
struction and  consolation.  Having  done 
his  best  to  deal  with  the  different  pointa 
which  had  been  started  by  hon.  Members 
during  the  discussion,  he  earnestly  hoped 
they  would  now  be  allowed  to  take  the 
Vote. 

Mb.  MOOBE  said,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  had  ex- 
hibited great  patience  and  care  in  going 
through  the  many  subjects  which  had 
been  referred  to  by  different  Members 
of  the  Committee;  and  he  did  not  in- 
tend to  reward  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's patience  by  putting  the  Committee 
to  the  trouble  of  a  Division,  especially 
as  his  hon.  Friends  sitting  on  the  Irish 
Benches  opposite  did  not  think  it  wise 
to  do  so.  He  desired,  however,  before 
he  asked  leave  to  withdraw  his  Amend- 
ment, to  thank  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
the  pointed  way  in  which  he  alluded  to 
the  condition  of  lunatics.  Of  coarse,  he 
considered  the  condition  of  the  children 
was  of  paramount  importance;  but  he 
was  pleased  to  find  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman took  a  deep  interest  in  the  con- 
dition of  the  lunatics.  Speaking  of  the 
children,  the  Chief  Secretary  alluded  to 
the  fact  that  he  (Mr.  Moore)  had  said 
there  were  42  unolassed  teachers;  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  stated  that 
that  was  owing  to  the  absence  of  train-' 
ing  schools,  a  defect  which  the  present- 
Government  were  taking  means  to  re- 
medy. But  that  did  not  meet  the  case 
at  all,  because  none  of  the  teachers, 
roughly  speaking,  were  trained.  He 
should  be  sorry  to  terminate  any  of  the 
appointments  already  made ;  but  what 
he  complained  of  was  that  the  Local 
Government  Board  sanctioned  the  ap- 
pointment of  any  unclassed  teachers. 
Another  point  upon  which  he  laid  stress 
was  that  there  was  a  clashing  of  autho- 
rity ;  that  the  Local  Government  Board 
Inspector  came  down  to  the  schools  with 
certain  powers,  and  then  the  Inspector 
of  the  Education  Department  came  down 
with  other  powers,  and  as  a  consequence 
the  education  of  the  children  suffered. 
The  two  points  he  had  mentioned  were 
points  of  administration  with  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary might  very  properly  deal,  with  a 
view  to  an  improved  state  of  things. 
There  was  only  one  more  remark  ne 
wished  to  make,  and  that  was  that  no- 
thing that  hon.  Members  opposite  ooul^ 
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say  (fould  increase  his  desire  to  keep 
down  undue  expenditure.  He  had  al- 
WBTs  beeu  a  consistent  advocate  of  eeo- 
uoiny,  and  he  anticipated  that,  by  a  wise 
reform,  or  modification  of  the  existing; 
syitem,  a  voryhirge  savinpwould  accrue. 
Ho  believed  (hat  some  workhouses  might 
bo  wholly  closed,  or  only  kept  open  so 
fur  as  they  were  required  fnr  sanitary 
purjtoaes.  Ho  asked  leave  to  withdraw 
his  Amendment. 

Mit.  HAKEINGTON  said,  he  did  not 
■wish  to  travel  over  tlie  ^-ound  that  had 
lieen  so  fairly  and  exhaustively  covered 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  tho  Chief 
t^etretary ;  but  he  desired  to  make  a  few 
rt>marks  with  regard  to  the  observations 
nf  the  hon.  Member  for  Cionmel  (Mr. 
Moore).     The   opinion   of   Irish   Mem- 
bers was  not  absolutely  unanimous  on 
Eomo  of  the  questions  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  referred  to.     For  instance,  he 
could  not  agree  with  the  hon.  Gentleman 
tliat  it  would  bo  an  advantage  to  the 
educational  training  of  children  in  work- 
houses  that    tho    duties  of    inspection 
should  be  delegated  to  the  ordinarj'  Poor 
Law  Inspectors.     In  tho  first  place,  the 
technical  knowledge   which   Poor   Law 
,  Inspectors  had  to  acquire  to  enable  them 
I  to  discharge  their  Poor  Law  duties  was 
[  altogether    different   to    that    technical 
knowledge  which  they  should  possess  to 
lit  them  for  Inspectors  of  Schools.     It 
would  be  a  distinct  disadvantage,  in  his 
opinion,   to  the  education   imparted  in 
workliouse  schools  if  the  duty  of  inspect- 
ing those  schools  were  taken  out  of  tho 
hands  of  the  Inspectors  of  National  Edu- 
j  cation  in  the  country.   His  idea  was  that 
f  the  best  means  of  improving  the  educa- 
I  lion  of  children  iu   workhouse   schools 
I  was  to  subject  theni  to  the  same  system 
<if  inspection  as  tho  children  of  ordinary 
schools  were  subjected  to.     A  Poor  Law 
Inspector,  from  his  very  position,  know 
'ijothttig  of  the  .system  and  method  of 
primary    education    which    necessarily 
must  be  present  to  the  mind  of  the  man 
[•who  came  into  contact  with  children  for 
I  tho   purjinses  of  education.     The  right 
flion.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  had 
referred  in  a  very   detailed  manner  to 
tho  administration  of  tho  Local  Govern- 
ment  Board.     The  details   rather  sur- 
|risod  him  (Mr.  Harrington'),   because 
|)io  knew  that  government  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  was  perhaps  the  most 
[  intricate  problem   in   Ireland,    and   he 
oould  coDoeivB  the    ditficultica  anyone 


■who  had  the  management  of  the  De- 
partment must  experience.  Now,  there 
was  one  point  connected  with  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Labourei-s'  Act  to  which  ha 
wished  to  draw  special  attention.  The 
10th  section  of  that  Act  provided  that 
where  a  representation  ■was  made  to  a 
Sanitary  Authority,  the  Sanitary  Autho- 
rity was  to  report  forthwith  to  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  they  must  see 
whether  the  Sanitary  Authority  had 
devised  a  scheme  under  that  representa- 
tion to  put  the  Labourers'  Act  into  ope- 
ration ;  in  other  words,  il  tho  local 
Sanitary  Authority  refused  to  put  the 
Act  into  operation,  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  wore  empowered  by  Ihia 
section  to  do  so.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary  had  admitted 
that  there  ■were  numerous  instances 
where  the  Boards  of  Guardians  had  re- 
fused to  put  tho  Act  into  operation. 
Could  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  give 
the  Committee  a  single  case  where  the 
Local  Government  Board  had  used  the 
powers  which  the  10th  section  of  the 
Act  gave  them — namely,  to  call  upoa 
the  Sanitary  Authority  to  devise  a 
scheme,  or  themselves  devised  a  scheme, 
by  which  the  Act  should  be  put  in  force? 
He  (Mr.  Harrington)  had  watched  the 
operation  of  the  Act  pretty  carefully, 
and  he  had  found  that  whatever  had 
been  done  under  tho  Act  to  improve  the 
dwellings  of  tho  labourers  had  been  due 
altogether  to  the  -willingness  of  the  majo- 
rity of  the  ratepayers,  or  to  the  action  of  the 
Boards  of  Guardians,  in  which  tho  elected 
Guardians  had  been  in  the  ascendancy. 
He  had  failed  to  find  a  single  instance 
in  which  tho  Local  Government  Board 
had  endeavoured  to  give  effect  to  the 
10th  section  of  the  Act  by  stepping  in 
and  compelling  the  Local  .Authorities  to 
devise  a  scheme.  Now,  from  the  obser- 
vations of  the  hon.  Member  for  Galway 
(Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor),  it  was  evident 
that  the  Act  had  had  no  operation  ot  all 
in  two  of  tho  Provinces  of  Ireland.  Only 
two  elForts  had  been  made  to  put  tho 
Act  in  operation  in  Connaught,  where 
the  condition  of  tho  people  most  required 
it.  He  believed  that  not  a  single  scheme 
hod  been  devised  by  the  Boards  of 
Guardians  in  what  was  called  "the  loyal 
Province  of  Ulster,"  "  the  Conservative 
Province  of  Ulster."  The  labouring 
olassea  in  that  Province  were  as  badly 
housed  as  those  iu  any  other  Province. 
In  respect  to  the  two  Provinces  in  whicb 
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no  effort  had  been  made  hj  the  Local 
Authorities  to  give  effect  to  the  Act,  it 
was  worth  the  consideration  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary 
whether  the  Local  Government  Board, 
over  which  he  presided,  should  not 
themselves  put  the  Act  into  operation. 

Mr.  WARTON  said,  he  did  not  pro- 
pose to  enter  into  any  of  the  purely 
Irish  questions  which  had  been  dis- 
cussed. 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  were 
not  present ;  Committee  counted,  and  40 
Members  being  found  present, 

Mr.  WARTON  said,  he  had  no  in- 
tention of  entering  into  the  comparison 
between  the  work  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  in  Ireland  and  England, 
with  which  the  hon.  Member  for  Wol- 
verhampton (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  had 
threatened  them.  There  was,  however, 
one  item  in  the  Vote  to  which  he  desired 
to  call  attention — namely,  the  item  for 
the  pay  of  Inspectors.  It  amounted  to 
£2,100,  and  what  struck  him  was  the 
small  amount  of  work  which  appeared 
to  bo  done  by  the  Inspectors  for  their 
salaries.  Their  labours  appeared  to  be 
confined  to  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Parks,  and  the  item  was  exactly  the 
same  as  it  was  in  the  previous  year.  It 
was  made  up  of  the  personal  expenses 
of  six  Inspectors  at  £1  1*.  a-day  for  163 
days,  and  the  personal  expenses  of  seven 
Sub-Inspectors  at  the  same  rate ;  but 
although  there  were  313  working  days 
in  the  year,  these  officers  appeared  to 
have  been  employed  in  one  case  for  166 
days,  and  in  the  other  for  only  143.  He 
did  not  know  what  the  explanation  was, 
and  it  might  be  that  they  were  only  paid 
when  they  were  actually  employed.  It 
certainly  appeared  that  there  were  more 
Inspectors  than  were  absolutely  neces- 
sary, or  else  they  did  not  perform  half 
work  enough. 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  the  Inspectors 
received  a  guinea  a-day  when  they  were 
employed  on  the  work  of  inspection. 

Mk.  HEALT  wished  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  if  there  were  any  Unions  in 
Ireland  in  which  Vice  Guardians  were 
employed  ?  He  would  also  ask  him  what 
the  intention  of  the  Government  was 
with  regard  to  the  Union  of  Newport, 
in  the  County  Mayo  ?  For  a  long  time 
this  district  had  been  subjected  to 
heavy  rates,  at  which  the  greatest  dis- 
eatisfactioii  was  expressed,  as  they  were 
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paying  no  less  than  is.  6d.  in  the  pound. 
They  had  passed  a  resolution  to  the 
effect  that  they  were  totally  unable  to 
pay  4s.  6d.  in  the  pound,  and  they  bad 
recommended  that  there  should  be  an 
amalgamation  between  them  and  the 
Westport  or  Belmullet  Union  in  order 
to  lessen  these  high  and  grievous  ex- 
penses. The  poor  people  had  resolved 
that  they  would  pay  no  higher  rate 
than  2s.  in  the  pound.  That,  however, 
he  thought,  would  be  a  foolish  step  for 
them  to  take,  as  they  subjected  them- 
selves to  political  disability,  and  de- 
prived themselves  of  their  votes.  If 
they  wanted  not  to  pay  so  much,  it 
would  be  much  more  preferable  that 
they  should  come  to  a  resolution  to 
decline  to  pay  county  cess,  because  it 
would  be  better  to  strike  against  a  tax 
which  did  not  entail  the  loss  of  the  vote 
or  any  political  disability.  Non-pay- 
ment of  the  poor  rate  did,  of  course,  in- 
volve political  disability.  The  Local 
Government  Board  had  held  an  inquiry 
into  the  case,  which  had  been  adjourned 
to  the  7th  of  August;  but  he  did  not 
see  why  three  weeks  should  be  taken  up 
by  Mr.  Robinson,  the  Inspector,  in  this 
way.  The  valuation  of  the  entire  dis- 
trict was  only  £14,000,  and  it  was 
absolutely  absurd  that  there  should  be 
such  charges  made  for  such  a  poor  dis- 
trict. He  trusted  that  they  would  have 
some  assurance  from  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary that  the  Government  were  willing 
to  concur  with  some  scheme  of  amalga- 
mation of  Unions  which  would  relieve 
the  people.  He  was  entirely  opposed 
to  the  present  system  for  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Poor  Law  districts  in  Ire- 
land, although  he  admitted  that  there 
might  be  a  difficulty  in  regard  to  the 
medical  authorities.  He  did  not  think, 
however,  that  the  difficulty  was  an  in- 
superable one ;  and  where  they  had  dis- 
pensary districts  they  could,  by  an 
arrangement  in  regard  to  the  staff  of 
doctors,  obviate  much  of  the  evil.  He 
also  wished  to  ask  a  question  with  re- 
gard to  the  Donegal  Union,  and  he  cer- 
tainly thought  that  the  Chief  Secretary 
had  not  dealt  with  the  Guardians  of 
that  Union  as  he  would  have  done  if  it 
had  been  a  Union  further  South.  The 
Catholic  clergyman  was  still  divorced 
from  his  flock,  because  the  Guardians 
would  not  comply  with  the  suggestions 
of  the  Chief  Secretary,  and  had  chosen 
to  get  rid  of  every  Catholic  official  who 
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had  been  oonneoted  with  the  adminia- 
tradon  of  the  affairs  of  the  Union.  He 
had  raised  the  question  last  your,  and 
was  sorry  to  find  that  no  progress  had 
been  made  in  the  matter  sinoe.  The 
Guardians  were  still  recalcitrant.  It 
was  unjust  that,  becnuse  the  Guardians 
were  almost  all  PVotestants  or  Pres- 
byterians, the  paupers,  who  were  almost 
entirely  Catholics,  should  be  shut  off 
from  the  adminislrntious  of  their  clergy. 
In  the  case  of  the  old  sick  poor  this  was 
peculiarly  unjust.  In  the  case  of  the  old 
sick,  who  were  on  the  verge  of  the  grave, 
they  found  themselves  shut  out  from 
the  consolations  of  their  religion.  Even 
in  England,  where  the  religious  griev- 
ance could  hardly  be  realized  because  it 
was  practically  non-existent,  any  dis- 
tinction of  this  kind  would  be  held  to  be 
aa  intolerable  grievance.  It  might  be 
said  that  the  young  people  wi:-ro  able  to 
attend  tho  Catholic  churches  in  the 
towns ;  but  in  the  event  of  being  at- 
tacked with  small-pox,  scarlatina,  or 
any  of  the  complaints  to  which  children 
were  subject,  they  wore  cut  off  from  the 
ministrations  of  the  priest.  lie  asked 
tho  Chief  Secretary  to  deal  with  the 
Boards  of  Guardians  in  tho  North  of 
Ireland  as  he  hud  done  with  the  Union 
of  Carrick-on-Suir  in  the  South.  Why 
had  not  the  Guardians  of  the  Donegal 
Union  been  dealt  with  in  the  same 
manner  ?  If  a  similar  defiance  of  the 
regulations  of  the-  Local  Government 
Board  had  oceurred  anywhere  else,  the 
Chief  Secretary  would  have  suspended 
the  Guardians  from  the  exercise  of  their 
functions,  and  appointed  Vice  Guar- 
dians. It  was  monstrous  that  hun- 
dreds of  these  unfortunate  paupers  pro- 
fessing tho  lioman  Catholic  faith  were 
allowed  to  die  without  Christian  minis- 
tration simjily  because  they  wore 
paupers.  In  Ireland,  where  religion  was 
strung,  there  was  a  very  widespread 
feeling  on  the  subject,  and  he  trusted 
that  the  Committee  would  have  some 
statement  from  tho  Chief  Secretary  that 
woidd  be  satisfactory,  instead  of  being 
put  off  again  with  promises  never  in- 
funded  to  be  performed.  For  more  than 
13  months  this  kind  of  thing  had  been 
going  on,  and  the  Irish  Members  had 
been  unable  to  obtain  satisfaction.  In 
England  such  a  scandal  would  be  settled 
immediately.  Time  after  time  they  liad 
boon  told  that  the  question  was  on  the 
yergc  of  eettlemont,  but  it  had  not  been 


settled  yet.  So  dogged  were  the  gentle- 
men who  officiated  as  Guardians  in  the 
I>onegal  Union  in  their  religious  pre- 
judices that  they  would  defer  dealing 
with  the  question  until  they  were  ab- 
solutely driven  to  do  so.  Unless  there 
was  something  in  tho  shape  of  a  menace 
from  the  Government,  lie  did  not  believe 
for  a  moment  that  the  Guardians  would 
consent  to  come  to  terms.  He  hoped  to 
hear  from  the  Chief  Secretary  some 
statement  as  to  the  nature  of  the  steps 
which  tho  Local  Government  Board  in- 
tended to  take. 

Mr.  gray  said,  the  Chief  Secretary 
in  the  course  of  his  speech  had  touched 
upon  various  important  subjects,  and 
one  of  the  matters  which  had  beeaj 
alluded  to  bj*  the  right  hon.  Gentlemaa] 
was  of  special  importance  at  tho  present 
moment — namely,  the  provisions  which 
the  Local  Government  had  made  or 
were  making  in  view  of  the  contingency 
of  a  possible  outbreak  of  cholera  in  Ire- 
land ?  He  was  aware  that  this  was 
subject  to  which  the  righthon.lGentlemanJ 
and  tho  Vice  President  of  the  Local  Go 
vernmcnt  Board  should  have  their  at- 
tention directed  to  ;  and  he  would  ask  if 
they  were  alive  to  the  responsibility, 
and  were  prepared  to  accept  it?  There 
was  no  reason  to  assume  that  the  United 
Kingdom  would  escape  a  visitation  of 
this  kind,  for  the  history  of  previous 
epidemics  pointed  to  the  almost  cer- 
tainty of  the  disease  visiting  these  shores 
in  a  more  or  less  virulent  form.  It  might 
not  be  at  first  in  the  most  virulent  form  ; 
but,  judging  from  past  experience,  the 
visitation  next  year  would  be  much  more 
serious  and  severe.  Tho  right  hon. 
Geutleman  had  told  them  what  provision 
was  iuteudud  to  be  made  iu  regard  to 
the  hospitals,  and  so  on  ;  but  there  was 
one  highly  essential  precaution  which 
ought  to  bo  taken.  He  believed  thut  it 
would  be  necessary  to  make  a  regular 
revolution  in  the  present  system  of 
cleansing  and  scavenging.  Cholera  was 
essentially  a  disease  which  became  dan- 
gerous and  even  fatal  wherever  filth 
existed,  and  ho  was  of  opinion  that 
every  precaution  should  be  taken  toj 
insure  cleanliness,  for  where  that  was' 
done  there  was  little  to  fear  from 
the  disease.  Cleansing  and  scavenging, 
to  be  efHcacious,  required  time ;  and 
he  believed  that  no  time  should  bo 
lost  in  taking  measures  to  jirevent 
the    disease  from    spreading.    tJo   fac 
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as  medical  assistance  was  concerned,  it 
oonld  not  be  necessary  until  the  very 
moment  of  the  attack  and  visitation ; 
•  but  it  was  very  different  with  scavenging, 
cleansing,  and  disinfection,  which,  al- 
though very  humble  methods  of  pre- 
vention, were,  perhaps,  the  most  effica- 
ciousi,  although  they  undoubtedly  took 
up  the  most  time.  He  did  not  gather 
from  the  statement  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  he  had  in  his  mind  the 
propriety  of  urging  upon  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  the  necessity  of  making 
these  regulations.  It  was  all  very  well 
to  tell  them  that  he  had  in  view  pre- 
parations which  would  be  available 
when  the  visitation  came;  but  it  was 
desirable  to  do  a  great  deal  more.  A 
fortnight  ago,  he  had  asked  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  under  what  circum- 
stances the  Local  Government  Board 
would  feel  themselves  called  upon  to 
issue  an  Order,  and  he  was  told  that  it 
would  be  issued  under  the  provisions  of 
the  149th  section  of  the  Irish  Act.  Yes- 
terday, the  Chief  Secretary  repeated 
something  to  the  same  effect.  He 
thought  it  was  time  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  told  them  distinctly  what 
the  nature  of  the  arrangements  was. 
All  the  Oontinental  cities  had  taken 
precautions;  and  even  America,  which 
was  3,000  miles  away  from  any  centre  of 
the  contagion,  had  made  preparations 
to  prevent  its  inroads.  Probably  they 
would  be  told  that  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  were  fully  alive  to  the 
necessities  of  the  case;  but  that  they 
would  refrain  as  long  as  possible  from 
issuing  their  Orders,  for  fear  of  pro- 
ducing a  panic.  Now,  he  did  not  be- 
lieve in  any  person  dying  of  panic,  and 
nothing  effective  would  be  done  until 
the  Local  Government  Board  issued  a 
sealed  Order.  If  there  were  any  per- 
sons who  were  likely  to  die  of  panic,  he 
did  not  think  it  of  much  importance 
whether  they  lived  or  died.  He  would 
urge  on  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  him- 
self not  to  be  panic-stricken  in  regard 
to  the  effect  of  panic  on  other  people. 
It  was  his  duty,  and  that  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  to  take  timely  pre- 
cautions, and  to  issue  Orders  at  once 
under  which  the  Sanitary  Authorities 
would  be  able  to  act.  Scavenging  and 
cleansing  could  not  be  accomplished  in 
a  moment,  and  after  the  Orders  were 
issued  weeks  and  months  would  elapse 
before  their  cities  could  be  thoroughly 
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purified  and  cleansed,  and  justify  the 
people  in  regarding  the  approach  of  the 
disease  with  comparative  equanimity. 
Scavenging  and  cleansing  could  not  be 
carried  on  without  great  danger  if  the 
disease  were  actually  to  visit  these 
shores,  as  it  would  be  in  that  case  a 
most  serious  thing  to  stir  up  the  fester- 
ing accumulations  of  filth  which  were 
known  to  exist.  What  would  be  thought 
of  anyone  stirring  up  the  mud  of  the 
Thames,  or  the  accumulations  of  refuse 
in  the  back  yards,  if  the  disease  were 
actually  amongst  them  ?  Everyone  who 
had  a  nose  had  palpable  evidence  that 
the  streets  of  London  required  effective 
cleansing.  He  would  urge  upon  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  necessity  of 
taking  timely  precautions  in  this  mat- 
ter. He  should  remember  that,  if  the 
case  of  cholera  which  had  been  dis- 
covered in  the  Mersey  the  other  day 
had  been  introduced  into  Liverpool,  the 
disease  would  have  been  in  Dublin 
within  three  days.  He  did  not  believe 
there  was  the  least  danger  of  the  people 
becoming  panic-stricken  if  the  necessary 
Order  was  made  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  to  have  steps  taken  to  in- 
stitute precautionarymeasures.  It  would 
be  folly  to  defer  their  action  until 
cholera  was  actually  in  their  midst.  It 
the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act 
were  to  have  any  effect  at  all,  now  was 
the  time  for  putting  them  in  force.  The 
Irish  people  would  prefer  having  their 
streets  cleansed  under  a  sealed  Order 
rather  than  having  them  left  in  a  state 
of  filth.  He  considered  this  a  matter 
of  enormous  importance.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  alluded  to  an  Act 
passed  last  year  which  materially  affected 
Ireland,  the  object  of  the  Act  being  to 
concentrate  the  responsibility  in  a  single 
Sanitary  Authority.  In  the  peculiar 
conditions  of  Irish  law,  up  to  last  year 
the  duty  in  one  district  would  be  divided 
between  the  two  Sanitary  Authorities ; 
but  the  Act  of  last  year  enabled  the 
Local  Government  Board  to  concentrate 
the  authority  in  the  hands  of  one  Body, 
and  so  far  the  measure  was  a  useful 
one.  Unless  the  evil  he  would  point 
out  was  mitigated,  the  Act  would  be 
found  inoperative.  The  authorities  called 
on  in  the  urban  districts  in  Ireland  to  cany 
out  the  special  provisions  which  might 
be  made  whenever  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  mustered  up  courage  enough 
to  issue  a  sealed  Order  were  the  Poor 
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Latr  Gaardians.  The  duty  of  carrying 
out  the  work  was  vested  in  that  Body, 
even  in  Dublin  City,  and  the  financial 
eiFect  of  that  was,  that  the  expense  was 
divided  between  the  owners  and  the 
occupiers,  as  all  Poor  Law  chaises  were 
in  Ireland.  The  Act  of  last  year  en- 
abled the  responsibility  to  be  handed 
over  to  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority, 
which  in  ordinary  eases  was,  of  course, 
the  Corporation.  The  taxes  payable  to 
•the  Corporation  were  payable  solely  by 
the  occupiers,  eo  that  the  financial  result 
would  be  that,  if  the  Local  Government 
Board  availed  themselves  of  the  Act  of 
last  Session,  they  would  take  the  cost,  eo 
far  as  one-half  was  concerned,  from  the 
shoulders  of  the  owner,  who  was  cer- 
tainly best  able  to  bear  it,  and  whose 
life,  in  his  own  opinion  at  any  rate,  was 
more  valuable  than  that  of  the  poor 
occupier,  and  to  transfer  it  to  the 
shoulders  of  the  occupier  solely,  who 
might  be  presumed,  in  most  cases,  to  be 
the  poorer  man,  and  less  able  to  bear  a 
sudden  impost,  and  less  likely  to  submit 
to  it  with  willingness.  Now,  that  was 
an  effect  which  he  believed  was  not  con- 
templated by  the  Act-.  He  was  not 
-quite  certain  that  the  Local  Qovemment 
Board  had  any  power  in  the  matter; 
but  if  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authorities, 
or  any  of  them,  were  to  be  selected  to 
undertake  this  grave  responsibility,  a 
responsibility  which  would  probably 
bring  on  them,  under  any  circumstances, 
a  great  amount  of  odium,  and  nothing 
else,  they  might  also  be  saddled  with 
the  responsibility  of  transferring  to  the 
occupier  liabilities  which  the  occupier 
would  not  otherwise  incur.  He  would 
ask  the  right  hen.  Gentleman  to  give 
his  consideration  to  this  matter,  or  else 
he  might  find  that,  when  the  rules  came 
to  be  enforced,  they  would  all  be  dis- 
located by  the  financial  di£Eiculty  that  so 
often  cropped  up.  With  regard  to  the 
Labourers'  Act,  he  (Mr.  Gray)  quite 
recognized  thediflSculty,  and,  in  fact,  the 
inexpediency,  of  generally  discussing  the 
subject  pending  the  Beport  of  the  Select 
Committee.  He  trusted  that  the  Com- 
mittee would  see  its  way  to  reporting 
that  Session  ;  but  he  acknowledged  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  not  be 
justified  in  seeking  to  put  any  pressure 
upon  that  Body  to  express  its  opinion 
on  the  subject  just  now.  It  was  sug- 
gested that,  in  consequence  of  the  Act 
pot  having  been  put  into  effective  ope- 


ration ei&er  in  Connanght  or  in  Ulster, 
it  might  be  the  duty  of  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  to  exercise  the  powers 
conferred  upon  them  by  Section  10,  and 
to  endeavour  to  force,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, the  putting  of  the  Act  into  opera- 
tion in  extreme  cases.  Of  course,  the 
Local  Government  Board  might  consider 
it  their  duty  to  act  in  that  way ;  but  he, 
for  one,  must  dissent  from  the  opinion 
of  his  hon.  Friends  to  this  extent — that 
he  believed  they  would  be  only  justified 
in  taking  action  of  that  kind  in  extreme 
cases.  He  thought  it  would  be  very 
much  better  for  the  interests  of  the 
labourers,  and  the  success  of  the  Act  in 
the  end,  that  the  local  Representative 
Bodies  should  be  permitted  to  take  the 
initiative.  He  did  not  believe  in  spurring 
on  Local  Bodies  too  energetically.  He 
thought  that  where  a  Body  was  really 
representative  of  its  constituency  it  was 
the  best  judge,  and  it  was  even  better 
to  let  it  make  a  mistake,  and  allow  ex- 
perience to  put  it  right,  than  to  suppress 
it  and  put  matters  in  such  a  state  that 
they  would  go  back  to  their  former 
position.  The  true  remedy  against  the 
apathy,  and  even  the  hostility,  which 
characterized  a  certain  number  of 
Boards  of  Guardians  in  Ireland  was  to 
make  them  more  representative  of  the 
people.  As  his  hon.  Frend  had  pointed 
out,  wherever  the  elected  Guardians  had 
a  majority  on  the  Board,  wherever  really 
the  popular  party  had  had  the  pre- 
ponderance of  votes  upon  the  Board, 
they  had  shown  their  willingness  to 
carry  out  the  Act ;  and  it  was  only  where 
the  er  ofieio  element,  or  the  sympathizers 
with  that  element,  had  been  too  strong 
for  the  truly  local  element,  that  the  Act 
had  been  renderednugatory.  He  thought 
that  the  remedy  for  that  was  to  strengthen 
the  representative  elementon  the  Boards. 
They  knew  that  the  Labourers'  Act  was 
in  its  very  essence  a  Sanitary  Act.  How 
was  it  that  sanitary  matters  had  attracted, 
during  the  last  10  or  15  years,  such  an 
enormously  increasing  amount  of  atten- 
tion in  England?  Why,  it  had  only 
been  since  the  time  when  Parliament 
had  vested  in  the  householders  of 
cities  and  boroughs  the  franchise  that 
those  higher  up  in  the  social  scale, 
statesmen  and  others,  had  found  the  ne- 
cessity of  directing  their  attention  prac- 
tically to  sanitary  matters.  It  was  the 
last  Eeform  Act  which,  by  giving  the 
people  power  in  this  counbiy,  had  really 
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brought  about  the  important  and  valu- 
able legislation  which  they  had  had  in 
recent  years  in  connection  with  all  sani- 
tary matters.  Now,  if  in  the  same 
way  in  Ireland  they  gave  the  people 
wore  power  on  their  local  Eepresentative 
Boards,  they  would  insure  their  awaking 
in  a  very  short  time  to  the  necessity  for 
sanitary  reforms,  even  to  the  extent  of 
putting  into  operation  the  Laboiirers' 
Act.  That  would  be  a  healthy,  whole- 
some, and  natural  movement.  But  the 
Local  Oovernment  Board  in  Ireland  did 
not  command  the  entire  confidence  of 
the  Irish  people,  and  pressure  from  that 
Board  might  have  a  deleterious  eflfect. 
As  he  was  on  the  sanitary  question,  he 
wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  the  fact  that,  while 
he  deprecated  any  pressure  from  the 
Local  Government  Board  in  this  respect, 
he  thought  that  Board  could  do  a  great 
deal  to  instruct  and  encourage  the  local 
Sanitary  Authorities,  whether  Corpora- 
tions, or  Boards,  or  Poor  Law  Guardians, 
in  their  duties  under  the  sanitary  laws. 
Now,  the  Local  Government  Board  in 
England  was  ceaseless  in  its  efforts  in 
this  direction  ;  but  the  Local  Government 
Board  in  Ireland  never  did  anything  at 
all.  The  Local  Government  Board  in 
England,  immediately  after  the  passing' 
of  the  Public  Health  Act  of  1875,  set  to 
work  in  the  most  careful  manner,  and, 
under  the  highest  possible  professional 
advice,  drafted  a  series  of  model  Poor 
Laws,  circulated  them  amongst  the  Sani- 
tary Authorities,  and  got  them  to  adopt 
them  with  such  modifications  as  might 
be  required  in  certain  localities.  The 
Local  Government  Board  in  Ireland  had 
done  nothing  of  the  kind.  Not  only  had 
the  Local  Government  Board  in  England 
issued  a  set  of  bye-laws,  but  after  a  cer- 
tain number  of  years  they  had  issued 
a  revised  and  more  valuable  set.  He 
would  ask  the  right  hoa.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
whether  the  Local  Government  Board  of 
Ireland  would  do  anything  to  stimulate 
the  Local  Bodies  in  a  legitimate  way  to  a 
more  healthy  and  vigorous  action.  The 
Sanitary  Authorities  in  Dublin  had 
adopted  a  set  of  bye-laws  framed  on  the 
English  model ;  but  they  got  in  the  mat- 
ter no  assistance  whatever  from  the 
Local  Government  Board,  and  that 
Board  would  not,  even  when  they  were 
framed,  adopt  them  as  a  model  and  see 
tow  they  could  be  applied  to  all  the 
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other  Sanitary  Authorities  of  Ireland. 
He  haid  put  a  Question  on  this  matter 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  informed  him 
vaguely  that  the  Local  Government 
Board  of  Ireland  did  not  see  the  neces- 
sity for  the  bye-laws.  He  (Mr.  Gray) 
failed  to  see  why  the  Local  Government 
Board  in  Ireland  ought  not  to  be  as 
zealous  in  instructing  and  encouraging 
the  local  Sanitary  Authorities,  who  natu- 
rally could  not  be  expected  to  be  in- 
formed on  these  subjects — why  they 
should  not,  in  fact,  become  as  much  inte- 
rested in  their  work  as  did  the  o£B.cial8  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  in  Eng- 
land. Possibly  the  secret  of  it  waa  to 
be  found  in  the  fact  alluded  to  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  in  connection  with 
an  observation  which  he  made  as  to  the 
salary  of  the  Vice  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board.  He  (Mr.  Gray) 
respectfully  agreed  with  him,  that  in  the 
case  of  an  official  occupying  so  responsi- 
ble a  post  as  Mr.  Sobinson,  and  per- 
forming his  duties  on  the  whole  so  well, 
he  was  not  too  highly  paid  by  a  salary 
of  £2,000  a-year.  He  did  not  think  they 
could  get  a  good  man  to  do  the  work  for 
much  less.  In  England,  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  was  represented  by  two 
Parliamentary  officers,  one  of  them  a 
Minister  of  Cabinet  rank.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  in  the  speech  he  had 
made,  touching  on  a  variety  of  subjects, 
had  shown  a  marvellous  amount  of  in- 
dustry and  a  splendid  memory ;  but  no 
sane  man  could  expect  that  the  Chief 
Secretary  could  possibly  make  himself 
acquainted  with  all  the  details  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  in  Ireland  in 
the  manner  in  which  the  two  Gentlemen 
who  represented  the  English  Local  Go- 
vernment Board,  and  who  were  charged 
solely  with  those  duties,  and  no  others, 
could  make  themselves  acquainted  with 
the  details  of  their  Office.  Compared 
with  the  enormous  number  of  duties 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  to 
discharge,  his  functions  as  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  were 
merely  nominal.  All  he  could  possibly 
be  expected  to  do  was  to  act  as  a  species 
of  funnel  to  submit  to  the  House  infor- 
mation which  he  received  from  the  officials 
in  Ireland.  He  was  not  like  either  of 
the  English  Hepresentatives  of  the  De- 
partment, who  were  responsible  officials, 
and  not  merely  nominal  Heads,  but  Par- 
liamentary Heads  of  the  Office,  able  to 
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.answer  Questions,  and  go  into  subjt-ots 
tfroni  their  own   knowlodgo.     He  (Mr. 
jGray)  was  amazed   at  the   amount  of 
[knowledge  which  the  right  hon.  Gentlo- 
Imnn  (Mr.  Trovolyan)  had  shown  ;  but 
I  the  right  hon.  Qentlfiuan  did  not  pro- 
Ifess  to  havu  the  same  knowledge  of  the 
jDepartment  as  the  oCBcials  of  the  Loral 
[Ouverument   Board    in   England    were 
flegitimately   expected   to   have,    seeing 
that   llioy    were   more   responsible  and 
had  more  knowledge  in  the  matter.    He 
Lwished  to  uall  the  attention  of  the  right 
Plion.  Gentleman  to  the  difficulty  which 
sometimes  arose  in  connection  with  the 
.functions  of  auditors   tinder   the  Local 
9V6i'nment  Board  and  local  liepresenta- 
flivo  Bodies  in  Ireland.     The  clauses   of 
the   Irish    Act   appointing  them,     and 
■  giving  them  their  powers  of  surcharge, 
Iwere  not  precisely   the    same    as    the 
I  corresponding  clause  of  the  English  Act. 
l^till,  in  substance  they  were  the  same. 
iBut  ho  did  not  think  that  the  Auditors 
tin    Ireland  took    as    broad  a  view    of 
[their   duties   as    did    the   Auditors    in 
[Kngiand.        He   knew   that   sometimes 
jocnl   Boilies    in   Ireland   had   serious 
freason  to   complain   that  the  Auditors 
iollictcd     upon    them     surcharges     for 
money    really    loud    fide  e.xpended    in 
kthe  interests  of  their  constituents,  and 
laoini'times  on  public  objects.      He  did 
aot  think  that,  in  giving  this  power  to 
Burchargo,  the  object  was  that  it  should 
Ibe  used  in  a  narrow,  technical  manner, 
land  that  the  Auditors  should  have  power 
to   charge  an  individual  doing  an  im- 
portant public  duty  without  any  kind  of 
lee  or  reward— that  he  should  be  really 
iblo  to  fine  them  if  they  stopped  out  of 
the  technical  limit  of  their  powers,  as 
they  sometimes  happened  to  <lo,  for  the 
public  benelit,  ultliough  the  action  was 
echnically  ultra  viiet.     He  would  call 
attt-ntiou  to  one  ease  of  surcharge,  not 
important  as  to  the  amount,  but  very 
important  as  to  principlo — a  case  which 
octirrod  within  the  Inst  few  years  in  the 
)uhliu  Corporiition.     The  Dublin  Cor- 
jration  had  been  in  the  habit  of  con- 
stantly sending  deputations  to  England 
ji  connection  witij  such  matters  as  lloyal 
larriugos,  Royal  christenings,  and  Koyal 
■what-nots.     Usually,    the   Lord   Mayor 
md  ccrtnin  members  of  the  (?'orporation 
ime  over,  attended  by  the  civic  officers, 
add  cflat  to  the  occasi<m.     The  cus- 
»m  was  for  the  I^ord  Mayoi',  and  the 
fjjjomborB   oi  tlio  Corporation  who  at- 


tended him,  to  pay  their  own  expenses  ; 
but  for  the  expenses  of  the  civic  otEcera 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  rates.  That,  he 
believed,  was  n  common  habit  in  Eng- 
land. The  Local  Government  Board 
Auditor  invariably  allowed  these  ex- 
penses, thus  showing  that,  in  his  opinion, 
they  were  legal  expenses,  and  that  it 
was  within  the  discretion  of  the  Local 
Body  to  spend  the  rates  under  their  con- 
trol for  congratulating  Her  Majesty 
whenever  any  auspicious  event  occurred 
in  connection  with  the  Eoyal  Family. 
Well,  last  year,  a  matter  which,  per- 
haps, some  of  the  Irish  people  deemed 
to  be  of  almost  as  much  importance  to 
them  as  the  advent  of  a  new  lloyal  In- 
fant, occurred  in  Ireland.  An  Exhibi- 
tion, a  National  E.\lubition,  was  opened 
in  Cork  for  tho  purpose  of  seeking  to 
encourage  Irish  local  mamifactiuing  en- 
terprize  and  industry.  It  partook,  in 
no  sense,  of  a  rebel  or  revolutionary 
character.  The  chief  movers  in  it  were 
strong  Conservatives.  All  parties  in 
Cork  joined  to  make  it  a  success  ;  and 
it  actually  enjoyed  the  patronage  and 
presence  in  bodily  form  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  which  was  an  abundant 
guarantee  of  the  useful  and  loyal  cha- 
racter of  tho  undertaking.  Well,  the 
Corporation  of  Dublin  considered  it 
their  duty  to  encourage  the  Exhibition 
by  all  the  means  in  their  power ;  and 
tlioy  passed  a  resolution  for  tho  then 
Lord  Mayor  of  Dublin  to  attend  in 
state,  and  ordering  the  civic  officers  to  ac- 
compan}'  him.  The  Lord  Mayor,  as 
usual,  paid  his  own  expenses;  but  the 
expenses  of  tho  officers — their  travelling 
expenses — were  paid,  by  order  of  the 
Common  Council,  out  of  the  funds  of  the 
Municipalitj".  Twelve  months  after- 
wards, when  the  Auditor  came  to  audit 
the  accounts,  he  surcharged,  not  the  in- 
dividuals who  had  ordered  tho  payment, 
but  the  persons  who,  by  the  routine  of 
the  service,  had  to  sign  tho  cheques. 
Now,  what  distinction  was  there  in  law 
between  the  Corporation  sending  their 
Ijord  Mayor  and  officers  to  England  for 
the  purpose  of  canying  an  Address  of 
sympathy  or  congratulation  to  the  Koyal 
Family,  ancl  their  sending  their  ofHcers 
to  Cork  for  the  purpose  of  attending  the 
opening  of  a  National  Industrial  Exlii- 
bitiou  ?  Why,  in  the  one  case,  were  in- 
dividuals to  be  made  to  pay  out  of  their 
private  piu-ses,  and,  in  tho  other,  tho 
ratepayers  bo  held  liable  by  the  auditor  ? 
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He  would  ask  the  attention  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of  the 
Irish  Local  Government  Board  to  that 
particular  point.  He  (Mr.  Gray)  had  given 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  briefly  the  facts 
of  the  case.  As  to  the  general  system 
of  audit,  it  would  be  worthy  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  attention  whe- 
ther some  improvement  should  not  be 
made.  The  system  both  in  England  and 
Ireland  was  very  extraordinary,  but  par- 
ticularly 60  in  Ireland.  Eesolutions 
were  come  to  at  one  meeting,  and  were 
usually  acted  upon  at  the  next.  It  saved 
time,  and  was  the  most  convenient 
course.  For  instance,  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Poor  Law  Guardians  a  number  of 
payments  would  be  ordered  to  be  made 
to-day,  and  at  the  next  meeting  the 
formal  operation  of  signing  the  cheques 
would  be  gone  through.  In  the  event 
of  one  unlawful  payment  being  made, 
and  the  auditor  surcharging  it,  it  was 
not  the  individuals  who  ordered  the  pay- 
ment to  be  made  who  were  held  liable, 
but  the  individuals  who  happened  to  go 
through  the  purely  mechanical  act  of 
signing  the  cheque — ^individuals  who 
might  have  had  no  connection  whatever 
with  the  operation  of  ordering  the  pay- 
ment. The  Act  said  that  the  Auditor, 
under  the  circumstances,  should  be  en- 
titled to  surcharge  the  illegal  or  im- 
proper payment  on  the  person  making 
or  authorizing  the  illegal  payment.  If 
the  payment  were  illegal,  or  such  as 
should  be  surcharged,  it  was  right  to 
surcharge  the  person  authorizing  it ;  but 
the  fact  that  the  mechanical  operation 
of  signing  a  cheque  rendered  the  per- 
son so  signing  liable  to  the  surcharge 
struck  him  as  something  like  an  ab- 
surdity. He  himself  had  known  many 
cases  in  which  individual  members  of  a 
Corporation  voted  against  a  certain  pay- 
ment ;  in  a  week  or  a  fortnight  cheques 
in  connection  with  that  payment  came 
up;  they  were  signed  in  the  ordinary 
routine,  the  resolution  of  the  Corpora- 
tion being  thought  to  be  a  suflScient 
guarantee  to  those  who  signed  them 
that  the  payments  were  justifiable ;  sub- 
sequently the  Auditor  surcharged  the 
amount,  and  the  persons  who  signed  the 
cheques,  although  they  might  have  been 
opposed  on  the  Council  to  the  illegal 
payment,  had  to  pay  the  surcharge. 
This  was  an  absurdity.  Where  thousands 
of  cheques  had  to  be  signed,  it  would 
be  impossible  for  the  persons  signing 

Mr,  Oray 


them  to  consider  whether  each  payment 
authorized  by  the  previous  action  of  the 
Body  was  legal.  Though  the  matter 
was  a  small  one,  he  would  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  consider  it  in  order 
to  see  whether  it  could  not  be  plaxied  on 
a  better  footing.  He  did  not  deny  that 
there  might  be  legitimate  surcharges; 
but  where  they  existed,  they  should  bo 
enforced  upon  the  proper  individuals, 
because,  as  he  had  pointed  out,  at  the 
present  time  they  were  very  often  put 
upon  the  wrong  people.  As  to  the  Au- 
ditors and  the  Inspectors  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  he  wished  to  men- 
tion to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
he  believed  a  great  amount  of  dissatis- 
faction existed  amongst  officers  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  in  consequence 
of  the  way  in  which  the  prizes  of  the 
Office  were  frequently  given  away  by 
the  Heads  of  the  Departments.  Officers 
who  had  served  long  in  any  Department 
looked  forward  to  promotion — to  In- 
spectorsbips,  or  to  Auditorships — as  the 
rewards  of  their  services ;  and  when 
some  outsider,  comparatively  ignorant  of 
the  work  of  the  Department,  without  any 
kind  of  qualification  except  merely  that 
of  being  a  relative  of  this  person,  or  the 
pet  of  that  individual  who  might  have 
influence,  was  pitchforked  over  the  heads 
of  those  who  were  entitled  to  promotion 
from  long  and  faithful  services,  the  re- 
sult was  to  discourage  the  officials  of 
the  Department.  He  did  not  wish  to 
drag  forward  the  names  of  individuals  ; 
but  it  would  possibly  be  in  the  recoUec- 
tion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  him- 
self how  many  times  during  the  last  few 
years  outsiders  had  been  taken  in  and 
presented  to  lucrative  offices,  while 
competent  individuals,  who  had  been 
for  considerable  periods  in  the  Service, 
had  had  their  claims  passed  over.  He 
did  not  make  any  complaint  against  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  because  he  be- 
lieved that  under  the  late  Gt)vernment 
the  system  was,  if  anything,  worse. 
He  (Mr.  Gray)  did  not  see  why,  if  they 
could  find  an  efficient  officer  in  the  De- 
partment, they  should  go  outside  it  to 
till  vacancies ;  and  even  if  a  man  hap- 
pened to  be  a  captain,  a  colonel,  or  the 
relative  of  a  Lord,  he  did  not  see  why  he 
should  have  £600  or  £700  a-year  pre- 
sented to  him  for  doing  work  in  order  to 
learn  how  to  perform  which  it  was  ne- 
cessary that  he  should  have  a  man  under 
him.  There  was  anotJier  matter  to  whioh 
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attention  had  been  very  frequently  di- 
rected. It  was  a  matter  \rhiok  did  not 
affect  the  Chief  Secretary  so  much  as 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury;  but  ho 
would  call  attention  to  it,  although  he 
had  not  the  least  hope  that  what  he 
said  would  hare  any  effect  upon  the 
hon.  Gentleman.  Th3y  would  find  in 
this  Vote  a  considerable  sum  for  the 
salaries  of  sanitary  ofRcers.  By  the 
Public  Health  Act  of  1874,  as  well  as 
he  remembered,  the  Treasury,  in  order 
to  encoiu'age  the  appointment  of  sanitary 
officers,  paid  the  Sanitary  Authorities  in 
Ireland — and  he  believed  that  the  same 
thing  was  done  in  England — half  the 
salaries  of  these  persons ;  but,  in  consent- 
ing to  do  that,  they  inflicted  what  he 
considered  to  be  a  very  great  injustice 
upon  those  Sanitary  Authorities,  and  he- 
had  already  taken  action  for  the  purpos',- 
of  bringing  about  sanitary  improvement 
before  it  was  compulsory  upon  tiem  fi 
do  80.  Prior  to  the  passing  of  tho  Act 
of  1874,  under  the  former  Public  Heahh 
Acts,  it  was  open  i<>  the  Sanitary  .■Autho- 
rities to  appoint  sanitary  m'.-d!c-il  ofii:'(.-r.?. 
and  a  sanitary  staff  or  nor,  as  they 
thought  fit.  Some  of  them  though:  fit, 
bat  most  of  them  did  n>t.  Not  th-.- 
Treasury,  which,  aftor  the  i-^rr'.zsr  o: 
the  Act  of  1874,  had  reni-.-r^i  ii-Hr 
appointments  compulsory  on  b.l  Lfy.il 
Bodies,  said — "We  will  ^.t<:  \->  '?..■.-■■% 
who,  up  to  1874.  had  n^^'r-.r^i  •.:.-.'.i 
duties  and  made  no  kij\>v.z.:-^hz.'j:.  i.S.i 
the  salaries  of  tbe  new  o£  vrs :  '•.  .■:  m 
an  eneouragem^iit  Vi  tL^s-v  ■»!.■  ili  '.Lei.' 
duty,  and  did  make-  ii\y /.".'.•—-.•-:•.■  ~'. 
will  offer  no  assistaa;-?  ■w:.^Af-zi."  V  ■.■.: 
seemed  to  him  xtrr  Ilk-  y::..-:.  -.?  :.% 
ratepayer*  who  cii  :'_•-':  z.:-  i.\.  :■.- 
warding  those  wLj  z.-z.-''--:.  .'  i:'  "^ 
could  thr-y  esT-r::  ".I-K  Lci.  A  .:•-'.  r.-  ■ 
would  put  into  f:-i.:'.Ti  -.y :■,•.:-.  -:■  • 
legi^'.ation  ii  '.\.ij  ::-i:-l  i  -i-.  .-  '  — » 
way?  Wfci  ::  :.-■;  ;.iv.:i.  -.•-t-  ..•_;  : 
the  circumna::c->i.  "It  IJ'.*j  >.  -.i  ' ^ :.■.•- 
dians  sho'ili  La:.^ bivr-  ii i  st- —  'l':\ 
Treasurr  will  do  il-  '.s.-za  —  v.--.  -..vr.':': 
with  :Le  Livo-ii-??'  £.'.  w  -w-.-j  i.-t 
are  doii-i' ii.  ■  vi^wi'i'.i  ▼-'■-  Vj*  r  -  ><. 
Health  .-V'.:.  ~^"'"i  wl.-rt.-  i:..  **<»  t  'j: 
they  d:/'      T:.-??-;  2>-.>'„*«  v  ■..:  i-a    — 

I.  tJ  — ..     --     * ',»    ^.- -     :--.         ..,-->••   -,. 

proTi^::L- -.;  ilii-.-.  ..i  v.  n>\  :■'.  .-.■.» 
we  shall  kok'''*  t;viA  t.h^.f.v.'.'^.  '''.i 
the  Traif^T:  viK^**-  J  -rt  v.  >'v:  .;.t 
Act  inTo  'i^^msasn-  ▼*  *aiul.  o-i;- »  v.  >%•.• 
the  vboik;  {SJOBH:  ^azKLTet  i::i'.  vfv 


receive  any  assistance."  Tiin  aclion  nf 
the  Government  in  this  matt(>r  wuh  icr- 
taiuly  not  just.  And  it  did  iiDt  ki'chii  t>> 
him  (Mr.  Gray)  to  bo  good  pnlioy.  Hu 
could  undorKtatid  llio  TrnaHury  ovi'u  H:iy. 
ing  that  in  thcliiutimool'  llm  incliviiliiiilM 
already  appointed  thoy  wouM  mil.  iniildi 
contributions  to  their  salaries;  but  i-) 
say  that  fur  over  tlioy  would  niiiku  tliin 
distinction  between  oflici'i-s  ]i(irl'>)riiiiiig 
the  samo  duties,  and  liot\v<«-ii  himilur 
Public  B'jdiiM — to  say  that  tli'-y  would 
pay  a  contribution  of  iiulf  tli'i  »:iil(iri<!H  to 
one  set,  wlion.-  t'uiy  n»!gl<5';t<;d  tlujir  duly, 
and  refused  to  anothor,  wlioro  th'-.y  pi-r- 
formed  tlit-ir  duty,  was  to  give  a  pro- 
mium  to  .sluggi»hne<:.s,  and  n  punjiilitiii  nt 
in  perpetuity  to  th'-  progr'r.-.'tivf;  di>;ti-i''t.ti 
in  Ir'.-land.  The  0<>v'srnr;i<;)it  did  not 
siom  to  havo  a  d'.-f<,-n.-i!/]'j  po-ifi-.u ; 
although  he  had  no  doubt  t'lo  1  iri:ii>'.ial 
.Seor-itary  to  the  'J'r'.-a'.u/y 
some  t.\';'jli'.:it  I'-i'iorr-j  to  jj 
t^iining  Va':  iixWJiwj:  t.Vi*' 
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arrire  at  official  knowledge  of  the  fact  ? 
Supposing  the  case  were  published  in 
all  the  newspapers,  and  were  made  the 
subject  of  discussion  for  months.  Would 
it  not  suggest  itself  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  make  some  inquiries  con- 
cerning the  individual,  and  to  question 
the  man  himself?  Would  he  not  take 
that  course  in  the  case  of  one  of  his  own 
seryants  ?  Would^he  not  ask  him  what 
he  had  done  with  the  money  that  was 
missing?  Supposing  anyone  in  that 
House  had  an  employe  against  whom 
such  a  charge  was  made ;  would  he  not 
ascertain  by  the  best  means  in  his  power 
what  truth  there  was  in  that  charge? 
Would  not  the  simple  way  of  obtaining 
information  be  either  to  write  or  to  send 
to  the  man,  asking  whether  it  was  a  fact 
that  he  was  short  in  his  accounts  ?  The 
employe  would  have  to  reply  yea  or  nay. 
If  this  course  were  pursued  in  the  case 
of  Elliott,  and  if  the  latter  said  neither 
yes  nor  no,  it  would  then  be  sufficiently 
manifest  to  the  common  sense  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  the  man  was 
guilty.  Everyone  knew  that  he  was 
guilty.  It  had  been  the  subject  of  dis- 
cussion on  the  Board  day  after  day.  The 
Board  had  taken  his  property.  He  had 
been  under  their  vigilance  day  by 
day,  and  they  estreated  his  belongings. 
Suroly,  this  was  not  a  man  who  ought 
to  be  allowed  to  remain  in  the  Public 
Service,  handling  public  money.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  seem  to 
think  that  there  was  anything  for  him 
to  do  ;  but  there  was  a  simple  thing  for 
him  to  do.  In  the  first  place,  he  should 
cause  a  letter  to  be  written  to  Mr. 
EUiott,  as  to  an  employi,  asking  for  an 
explanation,  and  should  give  Mr.  Elliott 
to  understand  that  if  he  did  not  send 
one  he  would  be  dismissed  from  his 
office ;  but  that,  under  any  circum- 
stances, in  the  meantime  he  would  be 
suspended.  Saying  this  much  could  not 
be  attended  with  any  kind  of  injustice 
or  hardship.  In  connection  with  the 
Local  Government  Board  Vote  there  was 
such  a  variety  of  topics,  all  of  them  of 
considerable  interest  and  importance, 
that  once  he  (Mr.  Gray)  had  commenced, 
he  found  some  difficulty  in  stopping. 
He  thanked  the  Committee  for  the  pa- 
tient attention  they  bad  given  to  biin. 

Me.  DAWSON  said,  that  with  regard 
to  the  last  question  mentioned  by  the 
hon.  Member  who  had  just  sat  down, 
he  would  remind  the  Chief  Secretary  of 
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the  answer  which  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  had  given  to  him  (Mr.  Dawson) 
as  to  the  steps  to  be  taken  in  the  case  of 
Mr.  Elliott,  because  he  was  sorry  to  say 
that  the  Local  Government  Board  would 
ride  off  on  the  excuse  that  the  diffi- 
culties in  the  defalcations  of  Mr.  Elliott 
were  matters  for  the  Sanitary  Board, 
and  not  for  the  Local  Government  Board. 
He  had  asked  what  course  they  would 
pursue  if  they  found  a  man  in  the  Go- 
vernment employ,  but  in  another  capa- 
city of  a  municipal  kind,  had  been  guilty 
of  defalcations?  He  had  asked  how 
they  would  proceed  ;  and  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  had  told  him  that  the 
Home  Secretary  would  take  cognizance 
of  the  matter  in  England.  Well,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary stood,  so  far  as  Ireland  was  con- 
cerned, not  only  in  the  position  of  Pre- 
sident of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
but  also  in  the  position  of  Secretary  of 
State.  He  (Mr.  Dawson)  therefore 
maintained  that  he  was  bound,  not  only 
as  Head  Official  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  but  as  the  Chief  Secretary  of 
State  for  Irelaod,  to  take  cognizance  of 
Mr.  Elliott's  defalcation,  and  to  institute, 
as  a  Secretary  of  State  would  do  in 
England  in  the  case  of  an  English 
official,  a  full  inquiry  into  the  matter. 
Then,  as  to  the  Auditor,  he  begged  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  if  he  would  give 
them,  if  not  of  his  own  knowledge,  at 
least  on  the  authority  of  the  officials 
with  whom  he  was  associated,  some 
categorical  answer  to  this  plain  question  ? 
If  the  Auditor  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  should  say  that  it  was  legal  to 
spend  the  public  funds  of  Dublin  in 
coming  to  the  Bar  of  the  House  to  con- 
gratulate Her  Majesty  on  an  auspicious 
event,  how  could  they  draw  the  line  and 
say  it  was  illegal  for  the  same  Corpora- 
tion to  send  their  officer  to  open  in  state 
an  enterprise  that  was  for  the  national 
benefit  and  the  general  progress  of  the 
community?  They  certainly  did  not 
find  in  the  Act  any  definite  instruction 
as  to  where  to  draw  the  line.  The 
phraseology  of  the  law  which  directed  the 
Auditor  in  the  two  countries  was  typical 
of  all  the  other  legislation  which  was 
passed  for  the  two  countries.  In  the 
first  article  of  the  Instructions  to  the 
Poor  Law  Officers  in  England,  the  con- 
ditions under  which  they  should  sur- 
charge were  detailed  in  a  comprehensive 
manner:  but  what  was  the  wonderfol 
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power  given,  unfortunately,  by  tUo  Act 
applying  to  Ireland  ?  It  was  to  sur- 
charge BTerytliing  contrary  to  law,  or 
anything  they  deemed  to  be  not  accord- 
ing to  law.  lie  thought  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  or  the 
hou.  and  learned  Solicitor  General  for 
Ireland,  should  give  the  Committeo  a 
plain  statement  as  to  the  liability  of 
otficers  who  administcrod  the  public 
funds  in  a  city  like  Dublin  in  rospect  of 
money  spent  by  them  in  sending  an  Ad- 
dress to  Her  JIajesty  and  in  respect  of 
othor  public  events.  He  was  of  opinion, 
and  ho  trusted  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
tho  Chief  Secretary  would  bo  able  to  say, 
that  as  soon  as  possible  sorao  legislation 
ehould  be  introduced  to  define  the  power 
of  Auditors  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  in  Ireland  in  respect  of  sur- 
charges. What  the  Committee  looked 
for  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  now 
was  that  he  should  answer  the  legal 
point  raised  with  regard  to  the  two 
species  of  deputations,  and  also  that  he 
should  state  whether  ho  intended  to  take 
proceedings  against  Mr.  Elliott. 

Mb.  KENNY  said,  it  would  be  super- 
fluous for  him  to  follow  the  hon.  Member 
lor  Carlow  County  (Mr.  Graj')  into  the 
question  of  the  sanitary  arrangements 
at  Dublin,  because  he  had  bo  thorough 
a  knowledge  of  the  subject,  and  had 
spoken  upon  it  so  ably  and  fully,  that  it 
would  be  almost  impossible  to  add  any- 
thing of  value  to  what  ho  had  stated. 
But  the  hon.  Member  bad  alao  called 
the  attention  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man and  the  Committee  to  the  appoint- 
ments of  f^nnitary  Inspectors  ;  and,  in 
doing  so,  he  had  pointed  out  an  extra- 
ordinary anomaly  with  regard  to  them 
— namely,  that,  whereas  tlie  Medical  In- 
spectors and  Officers  of  Health  who 
were  appointed  under  the  Act  of  1874, 
bad  the  half  of  their  salaries  paid  by 
the  Treasury,  those  who  wore  appointed 
previously  to  that  Act  coming  into  ope- 
ration had  no  portion  of  their  salaries 

id  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund.  He 
bound  to  say  that  he  regarded  tho 
'existence  of  those  oflicers  as  a  complete 
fraud — an  imposition.  They  did  nothing 
for  their  pay.  Notwithstanding  tho  large 
salaries  th'-y  received  notliiug  was  done 
liy  them  to  preserve  the  health  of  the 
tplo.  In  cases  where  they  were  em- 
ed  by  people,  it  was  not  likely  that 
would  report   adversely  to   those 


who  supported  them,  because  they  de- 
pended more  upon  their  practice  than 
they  did  upon  their  salaries  as  Otficers 
of  Health.  This  office,  whioh  was  so 
necessary,  was  made  such  a  fraud  on  the 
publio  that  when  the  present  Amend- 
ment was  disposed  of,  be  should  feel  it 
bis  duty  to  move  the  reduction  of  the 
Vote  by  tho  sum  of  £7,400  which  re- 
presented half  the  salaries  of  the  Sani- 
tary OlBcers.  But  he  rose  mainly  for 
the  purpose  of  addres.*ing  tiie  right  hon. 
Gentleman  on  a  subject  which  was 
closely  counecte<l  with  the  question  of 
the  health  and  sanitary  condition  of  a 
town  in  Ireland.  Some  time  since,  owing 
to  a  variety  of  circumstances,  the  exist- 
ence of  the  Ennis  Town  Commissioners 
ceased.  Now  the  Town  Improvement 
Act  had  ceased  to  be  enforced,  and  it 
was  sought  to  linve  that  Act  re-adopted, 
a  proposal  which  was  agreed  to  by  tho 
ratepayers  at  a  public  meeting.  On  the 
9th  of  April  last,  a  deputation  of  towns- 
people went  to  tho  Board  of  Guardians 
and  asked  them  to  take  charge  of  the 
water  and  sewage  works,  and  also  of 
the  lighting  of  the  town ;  a  deputation 
was  then  deputed  to  beg  the  consent  of 
the  Local  (fovernment  Board.  The  de- 
putation, having  attended  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  with  reference  to  the 
sewage  and  water  works,  informed  them 
that  the  Board  desired  to  know  what 
their  powers  were,  and  whether  they 
were  authorized  to  undertake  the  duty 
of  contracting  for  the  supply  of  the  town ; 
and,  in  regard  to  the  question  of  light- 
ing, what  power  they  had  to  supply  gas- 
works, or  of  contracting  for  the  supply 
of  gas  from  the  present  Company  ;  and 
also  whether  the  Board  of  Guardians 
could  assume  the  functions  which  for- 
merly had  hnd  belonged  to  the  Town 
Commissioners?  The  li-tter sent  in  reply 
stated  that  the  Board  of  Guardians  could 
not  undertake  the  lighting  of  tho  town, 
and  that  the  opinion  of  the  Law  Officers 
would  be  obtained  on  tho  other  point. 
But  three  months  had  elapsed  since  that 
time,  and  yet  no  answer  had  been  given, 
notwithstanding  that  repeated  commu- 
nications had  passed  asking  for  a  reply 
to  tho  inquiry  of  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians. It  appi'ared  that  tho  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  found  it  impossible  to 
prevent  the  Board  of  Guardians  taking 
charge  of  tho  water  works,  as  the  rates 
would  have  to  be  divided  between  tho 
landlords  and  the  tenants.    Of  oouree, 
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there  was  a  feeling  amongst  a  certain 
portion  of  the  population  of  the  town 
that  it  would  be  adverse  to  their  interest 
to  have  the  Board  of  Guardians  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose,  because  the  ad- 
justment of  taxation  might  be  different 
under  the  Board  of  Guardians  from 
what  it  was  under  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners. He  need  not  point  out  that  at 
the  present  moment  it  was  exceedingly 
desirable  that  the  sanitary  arrangements 
at  Ennis  should  be  looked  after  and 
made  as  complete  as  possible ;  that  the 
town  should  be  lighted  ;  tbat  the  water 
works  should  not  be  allowed  to  fall  into 
a  defective  state  owing  to  there  being 
no  person  to  look  after  them,  and  that 
there  should  be  some  authority  ap- 
pointed who  should  be  responsible  for 
their  proper  management.  It  appeared 
that  when  the  water  works  were  origi- 
nally constructed,  there  was  a  little  stream 
near  them  which  was  shut  off  by  the  en- 
gineer responsible  for  the  management 
of  the  works.  But  owing  to  the  present 
nnsatisfactory  state  of  affairs  this  stream 
had  broken  through  the  barrier  and 
entered  the  reservoir  which  supplied  the 
town.  The  Committee  would  at  once 
perceive  the  very  serious  consequences 
which  were  likely  to  follow  from  the 
town  being  supplied  with  bad  water,  es- 
pecially if  there  were  an  epidemic  of 
cholera.  He  would  venture  to  put  this 
matter  before  the  Solicitor  General  for 
Ireland.  It  appeared  to  bim  that  under 
the  Public  Health  Act  there  were  strong 
reasons  for  supposing  that  the  Board  of 
Guardians  had  power  to  assume  the  re- 
sponsibility for  supplying  water  to  and 
lighting  the  town,  which  the  Town  Com- 
missioners previously  possessed.  It  was 
stated  in  the  reply  which  the  Board  of 
Guardians  received  from  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board,  on  the  28th  of  April  last, 
that  there  was  no  power  in  them  to  light 
thetown,  which,  by  the  Public  Health  Act, 
was  confined  solely  to  the  Local  Autho- 
rities. But  Section  80  of  the  Act  gave 
power  to  the  Sanitary  Authority  to  con- 
tract for  lighting,  and  oven  to  purchase 
gas  works,  and,  therefore,  he  was  of 
opinion  that  the  Board  of  Guardians 
were  entitled  to  contract  for  the  light- 
ing of  the  town.  He  would  also  call 
the  attention  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  to  the  words  "duly  autho- 
rized "  in  the  connection  in  which  they 
stood  in  the  232nd  section  of  the  Act, 
which  clearly  implied  that  the  Board 
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of  Guardians  had  power  to  light  the 
town.  For  his  own  part,  he  thought 
that,  under  various  provisions  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  it  was  clearly  estab- 
lished that  the  Board  of  Guardians 
could  assume  the  exact  functions  which 
the  Town  Commissioners  had  ceased  to 
exercise.  He  could  quite  understand 
that  it  might  be  inconvenient  for  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  to  reply 
upon  this  question  at  the  present  time, 
because  he  (Mr.  Kenny)  had  introduced 
the  subject  without  any  previous  Notice. 
He  understood  that  the  question  was 
rather  an  involved  one,  and  that  the 
cases  which  had  arisen  under  the  Act  of 
Parliament  were  very  intricate  and  com- 
plicated, and  therefore  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  would  probably 
prefer  to  reply  on  the  point  he  had 
raised  on  a  future  occasion.  Still,  as  his 
constituents  were  extremely  anxious  to 
know  in  what  position  they  stood  in  re- 
ference to  this  matter,  he  should  be 
obliged  if  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man would  state  the  day  on  which  it 
would  be  convenient  that  such  reply 
should  be  given. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walkee)  said,  this 
was  probably  the  first  time  that  the 
question  brought  forward  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Ennis  (Mr.  Kenny) 
had  been  raised  since  the  Act  was 
passed  under  which  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners ceased  to  exist.  Primd  facie  he 
did  not  think  the  Board  of  Guardians 
had  power  to  light  the  town.  How- 
ever, ho  was  aware  that  some  difference 
of  opinion  existed  on  the  matters  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  had  referred, 
and  if  the  hon.  Member  would  place  a 
Notice  on  the  Paper,  he  would  undertake 
to  answer  it  in  detail  on  Friday  next. 

Mb.  DAWSON  said,  he  must  ask  the 
Solicitor  General  for  Ireland,  as  the 
Legal  Representative  of  the  Irish  Gtj- 
vemmont,  to  give  an  opinion  on  the 
power  of  the  auditor  to  make  a  distinc- 
tion with  regard  to  surcharging  public 
officers  in  cases  where  they  expended 
money  on  different  public  objects.  What 
powers  had  they  to  distinguish  between 
money  spent  on  presenting  an  Address 
to  Her  Majesty,  and  money  spent,  say, 
upon  opening  an  important  public  Exhi* 
bition  ? 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walkee)  said,  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  Auditor  to  exercise  hi» 
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diaoretionandlegal  knowledge  in  striking 
out  payments  that  lie  deemed  to  be  il- 
legal. The  auditor  might  be  right,  or 
ho  might  be  wrong,  in  deciding  on  a 
particular  charge ;  but  he  -would  point 
out  that  a  two-fold  remedy  was  pro- 
vided— first,  by  an  appeal  to  the  Ix)cal 
Government  Board,  who,  after  consulta- 
tion with  their  legal  advisers,  might 
decide  whether  an  auditor  was  right  or 
wrong;  aiid,  secondly,  by  an  appeal 
from  the  IjOcal  Government  Board  to 
the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  by  writ  of 
etrtinrari.  It  was  clear,  therefore,  that 
the  law  provided  ample  remedy  in  case 
of  error  on  the  part  of  the  auditor. 

Mit.  GRAY  said,  with  all  respect  to 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Solicitor  General  for  Ireland,  he  did  not 
think  he  was  quite  right  in  the  view  he 
had  taken  of  the  remedy  opf'n  to  public 
officers  who  were  surcharged  by  the 
auditor  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Guntleman  had 
described  that  remedy  as  two-fold  ;  but 
his  recollection  was  that  the  exercise 
of  one  part  of  the  remedy  precluded  tlie 
nse  of  the  other.  They  might  appeal  to 
the  clemency  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  witlj  reference  to  the  question  of 
law,  or,  at  their  own  instance,  they  might 
seek  to  have  the  question  decided  at 
law  ;  but  they  could  not  first  appeal  to 
the  consideration  of  the  I-ooal  Govern- 
ment Board,  and  then,  if  the  result  were 
unfavourable,  proceed  in  the  Queen's 
Bench.  He  was  anxious  to  make  the 
poMtion  clear  with  reference  to  this 
point.  Uis  opinion  was  that  the  re- 
modj'  was  not  two-fold,  as  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  had  described  it  to 
be,  but  alternative.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  said  that  the  audi- 
tor was  entitled  to  exercise  his  discretion 
as  regarded  the  legality  of  certain  pay- 
ments, and  that  the  word  ''unfounded" 
meant  un vouched,  not  unjustifiable;  that 
was  to  say,  the  auditor  was  only  entitled 
to  consider  whether  the  payments  made 
■mere  illegal  payments  or  not.  For  in- 
stance, one  might  conceive  it  to  be  per- 
fectly proper  on  the  part  of  the  Local 
Authorities  to  send  a  deputation,  at  their 
own  expense,  to  congratulate  Her  Ma- 
jesty under  certain  circumstances,  or  to 
open  an  Exhibition  ;  on  the  other  hand, 
it  might  be,  in  the  opinion  of  other  per- 
sons, improper  to  send  a  deputation  for 
any  trilling  pupose.  Now,  he  said  that 
if  the  auditor  was  not  to  have  regard  to 
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the  test  of  the  discretion  of  the  body  in 
question,  but  was  solely  to  be  restricted 
to  the  consideration  as  to  whether  the 
expenditure  was  legal  or  not — if  that 
were  so,  he  contended  that  nothing  could 
well  be  more  unsatisfactory,  because  the 
auditor  was  found  often  to  forget  that 
he  was  a  public  official,  to  seek  to  place 
himself  in  the  position  of  the  elected  re- 
presentatives of  the  ratepayers,  and  to 
say  whether  such  or  such  an  expenditure 
was  or  was  not  extravagant  and  impru- 
dent, besides  occasionally  surcharging, 
not  because  he  thought  the  exponditiu'e 
illegal,  but  because  he  did  not  like  it. 
For  instance,  the  auditor,  on  one  occa- 
sion, surcharged  the  fees  paid  by  the 
Dublin  Corporation  to  Messrs.  Ellis  and 
Sons,  solicitors,  for  appearing,  ou  behalf 
of  the  Council,  before  tho  Recorder  of 
Dublin,  on  the  ground  that  they  had  a 
regular  law  agent,  although  that  gentle- 
man was  then  engaged  upon  important 
legal  busine.«s  in  London.     Now,  he  felt 
sure  that  the  legal  mind  of  the  Solicitor 
G«neral  for  Ireland  wmild  revolt  from 
that  exercise  of  the  auditor's  discretion. 
There  was  an  appeal,  undoubtedly,  to 
the  Local  Government  Board,  and  that 
appeal  might  decide  the  matter,  not  ou 
tho  point  of  law,  but  on  the  point  of 
whether  the  expenditure  was  one  which 
tliey  approved,  or  otherwise  ;  and  there 
was  an  appeal  to  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench,  ill  which  a  great  deal  of  money 
might    be    unsuccessfully    sjient.      But 
there  ought,  he  contended,  to  be  some 
means  by  which  a  local  body,  without 
expense    or   formality,    could  obtain    a 
legal  decision  with  regard  to  the  legality 
of  surchai-ges  by  auditors  of  the  Local 
I  tovernraent  Board.    It  was  not  sufficient 
that  tho  Local  Government  Board  should, 
in  some  cases  of  surchage,  be  able  to 
tell  the  auditor  to  say  no  more  about  the 
matter.     There  ought  to  be  more  than 
that ;  there  ought  to  be  responsibility  oa 
the  part  of  the  auditor.     The  law,  as  it 
stood,  would  amply  provide  against  any 
absolutely  improper  application  of   the 
funds.    There  ought  to  b«  such  a  remedy 
as  an  application  to  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench  for   a   mandamus  or  some  other 
means  of  recovering  the  money.  Further, 
he  thought  that  a  Government  official 
should  not  have  the  right  to  interfere  at 
all  between  the   ratepayers   and  thosai 
who  expended  the  puhlic  money.      He 
was  of  opinion  that  there  ouglit  to  be  a 
double    remedy — first,    an    applicatioa 
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on  the  merits  of  the  case  to  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and,  failing  that,  an 
application  to  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench.  With  regard  to  the  case  put  by 
Lis  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Cnrlow 
(Mr.  Dawson).  Here  ■was  an  instance 
in  point.  Money  had  been  spent  by  a 
public  body  on  two  objects — in  the  one 
case  upon  a  deputation  to  congratulate 
Her  Majesty  upon  certain  circumstances, 
and  in  the  other  upon  the  opening  of  an 
important  public  Exhibition,  and  the 
auditor  stepped  in  and  said — "I  will 
allow  the  charge  for  the  Queen ;  I  will 
not  allow  it  for  the  Exhibition."  He  did 
not  think  that  the  answer  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  met  the  case 
put  by  his  hon.  Friend. 

Mr.  ARTHUE  AKNOLD  said,  having 
listened  for  some  time  to  the  comiilainls 
of  Irish  Members  opposite,  he  felt  bound 
to  commiserate  the  state  of  their  affairs. 
He  rose  on  that  occasion  to  say  a  few 
words  with  reference  to  what  had  fallen 
from  the  hon.  Member  for  Carlow  (Mr. 
Dawson),  and  other  hon.  Members,  in 
regard  to  the  question  of  surcharges  by 
auditors  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 
He  had  underistood  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  to  wisli  to 
lead  the  Committee  to  suppose — ["  No, 
do!  ""I — at  all  events,  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  led  him  to  suppose  that,  in 
Bome  circumstances,  in  England  it  was 
possible  for  such  a  matter  to  occur  as 
the  hon.  Member  for  Carlow  had  alluded 
to.  But  no  such  thing  had  ever  liap- 
pened  in  England.  There  was  no  Go- 
vernment audit  of  the  Corporation  ac- 
counts of  any  municipal  borough  in  Eng- 
land; and  if  the  Corporation  of  any  bo- 
rough in  England  thought  fit  to  come  up 
to  London  at  that  time  to  congratulate 
the  Prime  Minister  on  the  parsing  of  the 
Representation  of  the  People  Bill  through 
the  House  of  Commons  there  was  no 
power  to  surcharge  the  expense  of  stich 
a  visit  upon  tliose  who  incurred  it.  The 
auditors  of  Municipal  Corporations  wei-e 
appointed  by  the  Corporations  them- 
selves, their  fuudtions  were  clearly  de- 
fined, and  were  limited  to  investigating 
whether  or  not  the  expenditure  was  met 
by  the  vouchers  that  were  produced  to 
them  at  the  audit.  He  assured  the  hon. 
Gentleman  that  no  such  case  could  occur, 
with  regard  to  any  Corporation  in  Eng- 
land, as  that  described  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Carlow ;  and  he  did  not  see 
why  the  Corporation    of   the  City  of 
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Dublin  should  labour  under  a  disability 
which  did  not  apply  to  any  Municipal 
Corporation  in  England. 

Mb.  DAWSON  said,  he  felt  it  bis 
duty  to  press  this  question  further  upon 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury.  He  could  assure  the  hon. 
Gentleman  that  the  circumstances  he 
had  alluded  to  had  created  a  very  strong 
interest  amongst  the  people  of  Dublin 
and  of  Ireland  generally.  In  this  mat- 
ter of  audit  they  complained  that  power 
was  left  to  the  auditor,  who  was  not  a 
lawyer,  to  decide  upon  his  own  judg- 
ment what  lie  would  and  what  he  would, 
not  allow  ;  in  other  words,  it  was  left 
to  him  to  say  whether  he  would  irritate 
nud  annoy  the  whole  Corporation  of 
Dublin,  and  put  the  people  into  a  state 
of  discontent  with  the  law  of  the  land. 
He  was  sorry  to  trouble  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  whose 
duties  were  so  constant  and  multifarious ; 
but  he  would  be  glad  to  know  distinctly 
from  him  whether  it  was  a  fact  that  the 
Department  had  issued  a  rer^uest  to  the 
auditors  who  were  engnged  in  carrying 
out  the  law  in  England  that  they  would 
only  surcharge  what  was  not  accounted 
for?  The  Irish  Act  contained  the  words 
with  reference  to  surcliarges  "  which 
he  deems  to  be  unfounded,"  and  those 
words  he  (Mr.  Dawson)  contended  ought 
to  be  restricted.  The  result  of  the  pre- 
sent action  of  the  auditors  might  well  be 
that  if  the  Corporations  in  Ireland  could 
not  send  their  officers  to  open  a  public 
Exhibition,  which  in  the  case  in  ques- 
tion, he  believed,  wns  imder  the  patron- 
age of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  and  of 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  they 
could  not  send  deputations  of  the  other 
kind  indicated — they  might  say  they 
could  not  send  deputations  to  condole 
with  Her  Majesty  in  her  domestic  be- 
reavements, or  to  congratulate  her  on 
having  escaped  from  the  hand  of  an 
assassin,  because  they  would  have  to 
bear  the  expense  themselves.  If  they 
were  told  they  must  not  employ  their 
officers  to  open  an  Industrial  Exhibi-  ^^ 
tion,  as  they  would  have  to  pay  for  it,  ^H 
why  that  wholesome  custom  would  have  ^' 
to  be  discontinued.  The  point  was,  that 
the  Dublin  Corporation  were  allowed 
to  send  a  deputation  to  London  to  pre- 
sent an  Address  of  Congratulation  to 
Her  Majesty  because  the  auditor  said 
the  expenditure  was  legal ;  but  whoa 
they  sent  to  Cork  to  open  an  Exhibitioa 
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that  would  be  useful  to  the  people  of 
Ireland  the  case  was  entirely  difl'erent. 
This  high-minded  man  said — "  We  will 
allow  you  to  come  to  London  and  spend 
£oO  on  an  Address  to  the  Queen ;  but 
if  you  go  down  to  Cork  to  open  an  Ex- 
hibition for  the  purpose  of  facilitating 
the  development  of  Irish  industry  we 
will  surcharge  you  every  farthing." 
He  therefore  appealed  to  the  painstiiking 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  to  take  this  matter  up,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  further  irritation  of  public  opi- 
nion which  the  action  of  the  auditors 
had  produced  throughout  Ireland.  Under 
the  Iriah  Act  an  incompetent  man  oftcu 
got  to  be  auditor,  and,  in  the  matter  of 
allowing  expenses  and  expending  the 
funds  of  the  Municipality,  took  upon 
himself  to  tell  the  people  what  they 
should  do  and  what  they  should  not  do, 
in  spite  of  his  want  of  knowledge  on  the 
subject. 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  he  took  part 
in  the  debate  with  great  reluctance,  and 
at  the  outset  he  felt  it  necessary  to  take 
exception  to  expressions  made  use  of 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Sulfurd  (Mr 
Arnold). 

Mr.  ARTHUR  ARNOLD  said,  ho 
would  withdraw  any  expression  the  hon. 
Gentleman  thought  out  of  place. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  t-aid,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber  for  Saiford  was  not  correct  when  he 
stated  that  any  of  these  expenses  could 
be  borne  out  of  the  borough  fund  in 
England. 

Mk.  ARTHUR  ARNOLD:  I  said 
that  any  expense  out  of  the  borough 
funds  could  not  be  made  subject  to  sur- 
charge. 

Mil.  COURTNEY  :  I  do  not  say  those 
were  the  hon.  Member's  very  words.  I 
say  the  argument  of  my  hon.  Friend 
was  that  the  excessive  expenditure  at 
the  discretion  of  Town  Councils  in 
England  could  not  be  questioned  by  the 
auditor. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  ARNOLD :  Not  ques- 
tioned in  the  same  manner. 

Mk.  COURTNEY:  It  was  asserted 
that  in  England  the  authority  of  the 
Town  Council  was  not  sufficient  to  cover 
the  expense  incurred  by  the  Town  Coun- 
cil. Tlie  question  waa  opened  in  Eng- 
land, although  in  a  ditl'erent  manner,  as 
was  seen  in  the  case  of  the  Corporation 
of  Sunderland. 

Mb.  gray  :  The  action  of  the  Town 
Council  was  questioned  in  b  Court  of  Law. 


Mr.  COURTNEY:  Precisely.  No 
doubt  the  auditor  in  Ireland  is  able  to 
question  the  accounts  and  surcharge  il- 
legal expenditure ;  but  is  his  action 
final? 

Mr.  GRAY:  Yes. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  the  statute 
which  created  the  auditor's  duties  pro- 
vided two  means  of  redress  and  getting 
the  auditor's  decision  correcttd — one 
way  by  applying  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  for  a  reconsideration  of  the 
auditor's  decision,  and  asking  that,  if 
necessary,  the  auditor  should  be  super- 
seded, and  the  other  way  precisely  as  in 
England — by  applying  to  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench  for  a  writ  of  certinrari. 
Those  were  the  remedies  afforded  by  the 
StAtuto.  The  first  seemed  very  simple 
— namely,  to  appeal  to  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board — and  it  involved  no  ex- 
pense whatever.  In  the  case  in  question 
no  remedy  had  been  resorted  to.  It  wa 
not  for  him  to  question  the  consistency 
of  the  decisions  in  the  matter  of  the 
various  expenses  of  the  Dublin  Corpo- 
ration, some  having  been  surcharged 
and  the  others  allowed.  Possibly  the 
Corporation  would  come  to  the  con- 
elusion,  after  what  had  occurred,  that 
if  they  were  not  to  be  permitted  to 
spend  money  for  one  purpose  they  would 
not  spend  it  for  another. 

Mtt.  JESSE  COLLINGS  said,  one 
was  struck  by  such  speeches  as  they  had 
just  heard  with  the  want  of  knowledge 
of  the  Members  of  the  Government  as  to 
the  nature  of  local  business.  He  thought 
it  should  be  necessary  for  a  man  before 
he  became  a  Minister  to  serve  an  ap- 
prentioechip  of  not  less  than  three  years 
in  one  of  their  local  Municipal  Corpora- 
tions, or  that  Parliament  should  occa- 
sionally meet  in  one  of  their  large  Pro- 
vincial towns,  in  order  to  get  out  of  the 
miserable  atmosphere'  of  Loudon  and 
acquire  some  knowledge  of  local  ailuirs. 
There  was  nothing  worse — there  was 
nothing  more  irritatmg  thanthisauditor- 
ship  in  lar^e  towns.  An  auditor  came 
down  to  Birmingham,  or  Manchester,  or 
Liverpool,  to  auuit  the  School  Board  ac- 
counts, and  toiik  off,  sny  l«.  6rf.,  for  a 
cab  which  some  unfortunate  individual 
had  seen  tit  to  hire  in  the  pefurmance 
of  his  duty  in  connection  with  the  School 
Board.  His  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Courtney) 
talked  about  "a  remedy."  But  the  hun. 
Gentleman  must  remember  that  an  ap- 
peal, if  unsuccessful,  involved  great  e*- 
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pense  to  those  who  made  it.     He  must 
also  romember  that  election  to  a  position 
on  the  Town  Council  no  doubt  carried 
with  it  a  great  deal  of  honour.     ["  Oh, 
oh  !  "  and  a  InughJ^     Ho  o.xpected  cheers 
of  that  kind  from  Gtentlemen  who  did 
not  know  the  dignity  of  thoir  municipal 
institutions ;  but  he  could  apsure  them 
that  the  position  was  regarded  by  the 
leading     citizens    in     thoir    municipal 
boroughs    as    a    high    honour.      That 
was  to  say,    it  was  the   highest  ptisi- 
tion  within  their  reach  —  the   highest 
position     in    which    thuy   could    serve 
their   fellow-citizens    and  secure   good 
local    government.      As    he    was    say- 
ing,  the  2)08ition   of  Town  Councillor, 
although    it   involved  a  groat  deal  of 
honour,  at  the  same  time  involved  con- 
siderable responsibility.    Added  to  these 
drawbacks,  the  responsibilities  and  sac- 
rifices of  public  municipal  life,  they  were 
asking  by  the  remedy  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man   suggested   that   mpn    should   got 
themselves  out  of  a  position  of  difficulty 
in  which  they  had  been  placed  by  some 
ofiBcial     knowing    nothing     about    the 
circumstances  by  appealing  to  London, 
very  possibly    getting    themselves  into 
expense.      Take     the     Corporation     of 
Birmingham,  for    instance,   which  had 
upon  it  a  large  number  of  men  unable  to 
bear  heavy  expense.     Surely,  it  was  a 
very  hard  position  to  place  such  men  in, 
to  hold  them  responsible  for  the  repay- 
ment of  the  cheques  required,  if  one  of 
these  auditors  should  come  down    and 
Bureharge     the    expenditure.      In    his 
opinion  no  audit   at  all  was  required. 
Corporations  were  required  to   furnish 
accounts  periodically — once  a  year — and 
they  were  scrutinized  by  the  ratepayers, 
and  that  was  a  sufficient  check.    In  Bir- 
mingham  they  had  two  local  auditors 
who,  so  far  as  vouchers  and  so  far  as 
expense  was  concerned,  were  very  con- 
siderate.    It  was  necessary  to  get  out  of 
the  minds  of  the  Government  and  their 
law-makers  this  idea  of  centralization. 
That  a  man  ot  two  or  three  men  shut  up 
in  a  room  in  London  could  understand 
the  wants  or  do  justice  to  a  particular 
|locality  in  these  matters  of  expenditure 
'iras  absurd,  and  it  should  bo  get  out  of 
the  minds  of  the  Government.     He  on 
one  occasion  had  been  engaged  in  regu- 
lating a  public  meeting  for  a  public  ob- 
ject, and  an  action  was  brought  against 
him.     The  Town    Council    decided    to 
defend  him.     One  or  two   individuals 

Mr.  Jetto  ColUngt 


moved  the  Queen's  Bench,  or  whatever 
it  was  in  Loudon,  to  prevent  the  charge 
for    his   defence   being   levied   on    the 
ratepayers  ;  and  the  result  was  that  the 
costs,  amounting  to  £200  or  £300,  were 
put  upon  him.     What  right  had  anyone 
in  London  to  say  to  the  people  of  Bir- 
mingham, represented  by  their  local  Par- 
liament— "  You  shall  not  do  this  thing  ; 
and  your  Chief  Magistrate,  who  for  no 
purpose  of  his   own,    but  in   order    to 
secure  good  order   in  an   action  which 
the  inhabitants  compelled  him  to  under- 
take to  preside  over,  shall  bear  the  ex- 
pense   of   defending    himself."     ^^'l^at 
right  had  anyone  in  London  to  say  that 
the  people  of  the  Muncipality  should  not 
bear   the   expense    of    defending    that 
Chief    Magistrate  ?      He    thought    tho 
tendency   of  the   House   should   be   to 
leave  the  localities  to  help  themselves, 
and  to  manage  their  own  affairs.     At 
present  the  state  of  things  was   simply 
like  a  nurse  saying  to  a  child — ''I  will 
never  let  you  walk  until  you  can  walk 
properly."     At  least,  let  a  child  learn  to 
walk.     It   must   always   have   its  falls 
and  bumps ;  but   they   would   teach  it 
experience   that    would   cease   when    it 
began  to  stand  well.     In  the  same  way 
it  was  most  foolish  to  keep  Corporations 
continually  in  leading  strings.     He  did 
not  know  Irish  Corporations  were  sub- 
jected to  indignities  that  English  Corpo- 
rations were  free  from,  and  if  they  wore 
it  was  time  the  arrangement  was  altered. 
All  bodies  elected  by  tho  people  should 
bo  let  alone.     The  House  might  depend 
upon  it  that  if  they  went  wrong  once  or 
twice  they  would  not  go  wrong  a  third 
or  fourth  time,   for  the  ratepayers,  or 
those   who   had   to   supply  the  money, 
would  very  soon  insist  upon  those  who 
had  the  spending  of  it   awaking  to  a 
sense  of  their  duty.     To  his  mind  they 
had  quite  enough  to  do  in  that  House 
in.stead  of  meddling  in  all  those  little 
ridiculous  things  connected  with  subjects 
which   they  could   not  possibly  under- 
stand.    If  hon.  Members  could  see  the 
ridicule  in  the  locality  itself  attached  to 
the  proceedings  of  auditors  sent  down 
to   audit  the  ati'airs  of  a  Municipality 
they  would  be  amused.     For  instance, 
the  manner  in  which  the  expenditure  of 
the  School  Boards  was  audited  was  re- 
garded as  a  perfect  farce.     The  expense 
of  tho  salaries  of  these  officers  was  re- 
garded as  an  absolute  waste  of  money, 
and  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
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where  £100  was  spent  on  these  officials 
they  did  not  effect  a  saving  of  as  many 
shillings.  Ha  knew  cases  where  there 
had  been  grave  doubt  and  serious  reflec- 
tion n«  to  the  accounts  of  a  Munici- 
pality, and  where  in  the  end  there  had 
been  about  2i.  6d.  struck  off  for  some 
simple  matter.  As  to  the  remedy  pointed 
out,  that  in  a  very  small  degree,  if  at 
all,  alle\nated  the  difficulty.  It  added 
to  the  expense,  no  doubt ;  and  if  those 
who  oppealed  were  unsuccessful  tlie  ex- 
pense fell  upon  them — the  poor  Town 
Councillors.  In  this  case  there  was  no 
allegation  of  any  fraud  or  mal-admiuia- 
tration.  But  in  cases  where  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  spent  money 
with  the  full  approval  of  the  coustitu- 
entj),  and  in  the  interest  and  for  the 
beneiit  of  the  locality,  if  the  auditor 
when  he  came  down  should  happen  to 
disagree  with  the  item,  possibly  because 
of  his  over-officiousness,  such  represen- 
tatives of  the  people  would  have  to  bear 
the  expense.  The  ratepayers  had  a 
iiedy  in  their  own  hands  if  anything 
Bug  was  going  on  with  the  accounts. 
ie)'  bad  the  power  of  turning  out  the 
Town  Councillors  at  the  ne.\t  election. 
The  ratepayers  knew  what  was  going 
on — the  auditor  knew  nothing  about  the 
borough.  They  wanted  a  species  of 
Home  Rule  in  England  in  these  matters 
as  well  as  in  Ireland.  Let  the  people 
in  their  boroughs  manage  their  own 
affairs — it  would  satisfy  the  localities, 
and  enable  Purliament  to  devote  more 
time  to  more  important  Imperial  mat- 
t«re.  He  earnestly  hoped  the  Govern- 
ment would  take  this  matter  into  their 
consideration,  and  would  move  in  the 
direction  of  putting  a  stop  to  all  this 
waste  and  expense  of  auditing.  He  was 
conscious  that  there  was  a  difficulty  in 
the  way  of  such  a  proceeding— namely, 
the  idea  the  various  Departments  had 
of  tJie  advantages  of  creating  new  offices. 
The  Departments  were  always  anxious 
for  an  opportunity  of  creating  a  new 
office — they  readily  availed  themselves  of 
By  pretence  for  such  a  proceeding.  They 
^  U  liked  creating  offices  to  which  i^alaries 
of  some  hundreds  a-year  were  attached, 
and  in  connection  with  which  there  were 
some  duties  to  perform  which  they  en- 
deavoured to  persuade  the  country  were 
useful.     All   this  sort   of  thing  caused 

freat  dissatisfaction  in  their  municipal 
oroughs;  and  it  was  a  matter  wliich 
when  they  had  time,  and  when  the  Par- 


liamentary atmosphere  was  clear  of  pre- 
sent legislation,  the  Government  would 
have  greater  pressure  put  upon  them  to 
deal  with. 

Mr.  DAWSON  said,  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  who  was  nothing  if  not 
critical,  in  this  case  had  exercised  his 
criticism  on  matters  with  which  he  had 
not  the  slightest  acquaintance.  They 
had  not  taken  action  against  the  decision 
of  the  auditor  in  the  case  of  Dublin,  but 
they  had  in  the  case  of  Limerick. 
Limerick,  in  order  to  give  effect  and 
solemnity  to  the  Industrial  Exhibition, 
had  also  sent  up  to  Cork  their  civio 
officers,  and  when  the  expenses  of  these 
officers  were  surcharged  upon  the  Town 
Council  an  appeal  ad  minmrieordiam  was 
made  to  the  Local  Government  Board. 
This  appeal  met  with  no  satisfactory 
response — the  mission  was  not  recog-^ 
nized  as  one  for  which  the  ratepayers 
should  bo  allowed  to  pay,  however  they 
might  desire  to,  because  it  was  not  a 
toadying  affair.  Limerick  had  applied 
to  the  Queen's  Bench';  but  their  sur- 
charge was  confirmed  in  a  much  more 
Governmental  manner  than  it  had  been 
by  the  Local  Government  Board  itself. 
The  Municipality  of  Dublin,  therefore, 
had  been  forewarned  and  forearmed. 
They  had  heard  upon  this  subject  a 
very  powerful  appeal  from  the  hon. 
Member  forCarlow  (Mr.  Graj') — a  much 
more  powerful  description  than  they  had 
heard  in  the  interest  of  the  Government 
on  the  other  side.  If  English  Members 
would  only  take  the  interest  in  these 
matters  which  they  took  in  the  affairs 
of  the  Soudanese  and  the  Basutos,  no 
doubt  some  satisfactory  issue  might  re- 
sult. If  the  Prime  Minister  said  one 
word  about  the  South  African  Natives, 
or  the  inhabitants  of  the  Soudan,  he 
raised  a  discussion  at  once,  and  the 
London  papers  teemed  with  the  subject. 
Ue  (Mr.  Dawson)  told  them  that  Ire- 
land was  of  more  consequence  to  them 
than  the  Basuto  tribes.  He  told  them 
that  the  peace  and  goodwill  of  Ireland, 
which  was  set  at  nought,  was  of  more 
importance  to  England  than  what  oc- 
curred in  the  Soudun,  or  in  the  fate  of 
General  Gordon.  He  did  not  blame  the 
English  people  at  all  for  the  attitude 
assumed  by  English  Members  in  that 
House.  If  the  Englinh  people  were  as 
thoroughly  infoi-med  about  the  real  itatui 
quo  as  they  were  about  the  remote  and 
uuimportaut  Colonies  of   the  Empire, 
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they  would  care  more  about  the  security, 
safety,  and  prosperity  of  Ireland.  Tlaere- 
foro  it  was  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
Oarlow  (Mr.  Gray)  and  he  (Mr.  Daw3on) 
had  drawn  this  matter  out  of  the  small 
area  of  the  Metropolis  of  Ireland,  in 
whinh  it  originally  rested.  They  bad 
drawn  the  matter  out  of  the  small  ques- 
tion as  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  officer 
■who  supervised  the  accounts  of  Dublin 
for  the  time  being,  and  who  told  tlie 
Corporation  where  they  should  go  with 
their  civic  officers,  and  where  they  should 
not  go  with  municipal  deputations.  He 
rould  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
rto  secure,  not  only  that  knowledge  of 
the  Provinces  of  England  which  it  was 
desirable  that  such  an  official  should 
possess,  but  also  a  knowledge  of  the 
[ilutiicipalities  of  Ireland,  The  hon. 
[ember  might  look  upon  these  things 
^aa  tritles,  but  he  should  not  shut  his 
mind  to  trifles,  particularly  where  Ire- 
land was  concerned.  Trifles  were  at  the 
bottom  of  many  human  affairs,  and  trifles 
made  the  whole  history  of  Ireland.  He 
trusted  that  the  discussion  which  the 
hon.  Member  for  Carlow  had  raised 
would  initiate  a  system  of  local  and 
municipal  government  in  Ireland  which 
would  be  of  vast  volue,  not  onlj'  to  that 
country,  but  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

Mk.   gray  said,   he  had   scarcely 

hoped,   when  he  mentioned  this  small 

matter,  that  the  discussion  would  have 

blossomed  into  a   Home   Rule  debate. 

He  hoped  some  benefit  would  accrue  to 

Ireland  therefrom.     He   would  like  to 

give  to  those  Gentlemen  who  had   the 

experience  of  English  municipal  life  a 

few  examples,  which  were  in  his  own 

recollection,   as  to  the  working  of  the 

present    municipal    system   in   Ireland. 

Some  years  ago  they  were  building  in 

Dublin  a  new  bridge.     At  that  time  it 

was  in  contemplation,  as  it  was  needed 

at  the  present  time,  to  carry  out  in  the 

Irish  capital  a  system  of  main  drainage, 

Bomotbing  on  the  same  principle,  though 

on  ft  more  modest  scale,  as  that  which 

obtaivjied  in  London ;  and,  by  the  advice 

of  thA  engineers,  it  was  determined  that 

culver^  should  be  made  when  the  bridge 

was  buiVt.     The  engineers  advised  them 

that  if  f  n  connection  with  the  building 

of   the  UiOw  bridge  they  were  to  make 

culverts  iii"  the  main  sewers,  which  they 

coutemplat(3^d  carrying  along  each  side 

of   the   river  \    those   culverts  could    be 

made  at  a  ve}'  v  small  expense ;  but  that 
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if  they  built  their  bridge,  which  was 
to  be  of  stone,  and  subsequently  at- 
tempted to  tunnel  under  it,  it  would 
involve  enormous  expense,  and  possibly 
endanger  the  stability  of  the  structure. 
They  accordingly  determined  that,  at  the 
cost  of  £4,000  or  £5,000,  they  would 
make  the  culverts  while  the  new  bridge 
was  building.  Anyone  acquainted  with 
municipal  allairs  would  see  that  that  was 
a  wise  determination  to  come  to;  but  it 
did  not  commend  itself  to  the  Local  Q-o- 
vernmout  Board  offirial.  They  happened 
to  have  a  capital  fund  nt  the  time  on  ac- 
count of  this  main  drainage  expenditure. 
Having  that  capital  fund,  and  not  hav- 
ing any  immediate  occasion  for  its  ex- 
penditure, they  decided  to  expend  some 
portion  of  it  in  the  construction  of  these 
culverts.  That  expenditure  amounted 
to  some  £6,000.  Well,  the  Local  Go- 
vernment auditor,  when  he  came  to  con- 
sider the  various  bearings  of  the  matter, 
decided  the  legal  point  in  his  uon-Iegal 
mind.  This  gentleman  happened  origi- 
nally to  have  been  a  clerk — a  very  good 
clerk — but  nothing  but  a  clerk.  This 
gentleninn  having  read  up  certain  Acts 
of  Parliament,  and  having  somewhat 
forced  himself  into  the  process,  came 
ultimately  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
Municipality  ought  to  have  levied  a  tax 
instead  of  spending  the  capital  sum  they 
had  lying  by  useless  at  the  time.  This 
gentleman  accordingly  surcharged  these 
individuals,  not  those  who  had  authorized 
the  payment,  but  those  who  had  signed 
the  c)ieques — surcharged  them  to  the 
amount  of  some  £6,000.  It  was  within 
his  (Mr.  Gray's)  knowledge  that  one  of 
the  gentlemen — a  man  of  good  social  posi- 
tion and  high  personal  character-^— there 
was  no  harm  in  talking  about  the  matter 
now,  for  it  was  many  years  ago — hap- 
pened to  bo  in  some  temporary  financial 
embarrassment.  It  became  noised  abroad 
that  he  had  been  surcharged,  not  with  a 
share  of  the  £6,000,  but  with  the  whole 
of  it;  and  it  was  owing  to  the  merest 
chance  that,  by  reason  of  the  surcharge 
of  the  sum  expended  in  the  interest  of 
the  citizens,  this  gentleman  was  not 
made  bankrupt.  For  months,  metapho- 
rically speaking,  this  gentleman  had  to 
go  on  his  knees  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  to  obtain,  not  freedom  altogether 
from  the  charge,  but  a  prumise  from  the 
Local  Government  Board  that  th^y  would 
not  take  legal  steps  to  enforce  the  charge 
until  thoy  knew  what  the  Municipality 
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would  do.  He  (Mr.  Gray')  wanted  to 
know  how  long  such  a  thing  would  have 
been  tolerated  in  England — how  long 
would  hon.  Members  have  been  "loyal" 
if  such  a  thing  had  taken  place  ?  In 
another  case,  the  local  Gas  Compony 
was  endeavouring  to  obtain  an  increase 
of  (capital.  The  Municipality  of  Dublin 
was  against  it;  but  there  was  some  dilh- 
culty  in  their  petitioning  against  the 
Bill  aa  citizens  of  Dublin,  or  as  repre- 
sentatives of  the  citizens.  The  Gas  Com- 
pany asked  for  the  increase  of  capital  for 
some  new  purpose  outside  the  City  limits, 
and  that  was  the  reason  for  the  opposi- 
tion of  the  Corporation.  The  Company 
proposed  to  spend  a  considerable  sum  at 
the  Port  of  Bray,  where  they  had  small 
gas  works,  and  the  money  for  the  new 
operations  would  liave  come  out  of  the 
general  gas  capital  of  the  Company.  The 
new  works  were  to  be  the  erection  of 
piers  at  Bray.  The  Company  had  not 
reached  their  maximum  charge,  being 
6rf.  under  what  they  were  entitled  to 
charge  by  their  Dublin  Gas  Acts.  The 
Corporation  argued  in  this  waj'.  They 
said  that  the  expenditure  of  these  thou- 
sands of  pounds  at  Bray  would  be  com- 
paratively unproductive ;  they  declared 
that  the  township  of  Bray,  being  a  very 
small  place,  the  consumption  of  gas 
would  be  very  limited,  and  that  the 
Gas  Company,  whether  they  made  an 
unproductive  gas  expenditure  or  not, 
would  take  good  care  to  maintain  the 
10  per  cent  interest  they  were  pay- 
ing their  shareholders,  and  the  only 
way  they  could  do  that,  if  they  wasted 
money  on  Bray,  was  either  by  in- 
creasing or  maintaining  the  existing 
prices  of  gas  in  Dublin.  Thoy,  there- 
fore, thought  tho  Bill  a  dangerous  one, 
and  made  up  their  minds  to  oppose  it. 
They  did  oppose  it,  and  opposed  it  suc- 
tiessfully.  Well,  though  they  took  that 
course,  and,  in  their  opinion,  preserved 
the  interests  of  their  constituents,  tliis 
clerk,  to  whom  he  had  already  referred, 
again  examining  into  the  law  of  the 
cose,  decided  that  they  Isad  no  power  to 
oppose  the  Bill,  because  the  expenditure 
tho  Gas  Company  had  proposed  to  incur 
would  have  taken  place  outside  the  city 
limits.  This  gentleman  surcharged  tho 
members  ot  the  Corporation.  That  was 
more  than  they  could  stand,  and  they 
determined  that  they  would  light  him 
in  the  case.  They  considered  it  a  most 
inanlti^g  surcharge,  and  determined  to 


fight  the  auditor.  They  defeated  him 
on  this  absurd  point.  It  chanced  that 
the  Dublin  Corporation  ran  a  water  pipe 
through  the  township  of  Bray ;  and 
they  argued  that  because  of  that  pipe 
they  wore  citizens  of  the  township,  and 
entitled  to  a  loeua  ttandi.  Was  this  not 
absurd  ?  He  would  only  give  one  more 
instance.  On  one  occasion  a  Lord 
Mayor  of  Dublin — a  Mr.  Bulgin — died 
in  office.  The  Corporation  wore  anxious 
to  pay  his  memory  as  much  respect  as 
was  in  their  power,  and  they  voted  that 
the  Corporation  and  the  officers  of  the 
Corporation  should  attend  his  funeral 
in  State.  Tho  small  expense  they  de- 
cided to  go  to  was  for  black  scarves  for 
the  ofBcial  drivers  and  footmen,  and  to 
place  black  rosettes  on  the  horses.  The 
thing  cost,  he  thought,  2.5».,  and  the 
auditor  surcharged  them  all.  Now,  was 
that  a  thing  to  be  surcharged  ?  If  the 
representatives  of  the  citizens  were  suffi- 
ciently respectful  to  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  President  of  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  and  to  his  officials  as 
to  go  down  on  their  knees  and  beg  them 
to  be  good  enough  not  to  surcharge 
them  t)ut  of  their  own  money,  the  pro- 
bability was  that  they  would  remit  the 
surcharge.  But  that  was  not  a  position 
in  which  the  representatives  of  the 
citizens  should  be  placed  ;  and  if  they 
did  not  do  that,  they  had  to  fight  the 
matter  in  the  Queen's  Bench.  The 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  seemed  to 
think  that  the  position  in  England  and 
Ireland  was  practically  the  same.  In 
tho  one  case  what  happened  was  this — 
There  was  an  auditor— not  a  nominee  of 
the  Crown,  but  a  man  elected  by  the 
ratepayers — who  had  no  power  of  sur- 
charge, but,  as  he  understood,  only 
power  of  report.  The  auditor  in  Eng- 
land might  report  on  any  improper  or 
extravagant  expenditure,  and  say — "  In 
my  opinion,  this  was  an  expenditure 
which  ought  not  to  have  been  incurred ; " 
and,  therefore,  any  ratepayer  who  thought 
proper  to  do  so  could,  at  his  own  risk, 
go  to  the  Queen's  Bench.  If  the  rate- 
payer be  defeated,  he  would  be  required 
to  pay  his  own  costs  and  the  coats  of  his 
opponents  as  well.  What  happened  in 
the  case  of  Ireland  ?  The  authorities 
must  themselves  go  to  the  Queen's  Bench 
if  they  wished  to  be  relieved,  and  even 
if  they  were  successful  they  must  pay 
the  expenses,  not  only  of  the  appeal, 
but  of  the  UBsuoceasfuI  auditor ;  if  the^^ 
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proved  the  auditor  to  be  in  the  wrong, 
they  were  rewarded  by  being  permitted 
to  pay  his  ezpenees.  Such  was  the 
difference  between  the  systems  which 
prevailed  in  the  two  countries.  He 
trusted  that  the  system  of  auditing  in 
Ireland  would  be  reconsidered  by  the 
Government,  and  that  the  present  irri- 
tating and  vexatious  badgering  would 
be  removed.  He  believed  that  members 
of  Corporations  and  of  other  Local 
Bodies  in  Ireland  endeavoured  to  do 
their  duty  with  regard  to  public  funds 
as  well  as  corresponding  authorities  in 
England  did ;  and  there  was  no  reason 
why  Parliament,  by  its  laws,  should 
declare  its  want  of  confidence  in  the 
authorities  in  one  country,  and  its  con- 
fidence in  the  authorities  of  the  other 
country.  Parliament  should  leave  the 
ratepayers  and  their  representatives  to 
settle  matters  of  this  kind  between 
themselves.  Of  course,  if  there  be  any 
improper  charge,  one  involving  anything 
of  the  nature  of  fraud  or  of  solid  and 
real  illegality,  a  ratepayer  should  have 
bis  remedy  by  going  to  the  Queen's 
Bench.  A  ratepayer  had  that  remedy 
in  England,  but  not  in  Ireland.-  But 
that  the  auditor  should  be  the  nominee 
of  a  Board  of  nominees,  and  generally  a 
partizan,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  add 
insult  to  injury  by  compelling  the  local 
authorities  to  pay  his  salary,  was  rather 
too  bad.  It  was,  to  say  the  least,  irri- 
tating to  a  Corporation  that  they  should 
be  obliged  to  pay  the  man  who  sur- 
charged them  in  sums  not  amounting, 
on  the  average,  to  £50  in  the  year.  The 
Corporation  of  Dublin  were  required  to 
pay  a  man  £500  a-year  for  coming  down 
and  insulting  them  with  these  surcharges 
whenever  he  thought  fit.  That  was  not 
a  system  calculated  to  encourage  healthy 
political  life  in  Ireland ;  it  was  not  a 
system  calculated  to  encourage  the  best 
men  to  enter  local  representative  bodies. 
Men  of  position  and  of  self-respect 
would  not  tolerate  these  petty  insults, 
they  would  not  be  bothered  to  go  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  to  make  ap- 
peals to  their  mercy,  or  to  go  to  the 
Court  of  Queen's  Bench  to  fight,  at 
their  own  peril,  local  points.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  tendency  of  the 
system  was  to  encourage  the  advent 
of  inferior  men,  men  who,  far  from 
doing  what  was  required  in  the  interests 
of  the  ratepayers,  were  likely  to  take  an 
opposite  course. 

Mr,  Qray 


Mb.  KENNY  said,  that,  when  speak- 
ing earlier,  he  omitted  to  move  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  Vote  by  £6,400. 

The  CHAIEMAN:  There  is  an 
Amendment  already  before  the  Com- 
mittee. It  must  be  disposed  of  before 
the  hon.  Member  can  move  his. 

Motion,  by  leave,  toithdraum. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  KENNY  moved  to  reduce  the 
Vote  by  the  sum  of  £6,400.  His  rea- 
sons for  wishing  a  reduction  of  the  Vote 
he  had  already  stated. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put, 
"That  a  sam,  not  exceeding  £102,144,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sam 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  Slst  day  of  March  148S,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Local  Oovemment  Board 
in  Ireland,  including  various  Qrants  in  Aid  of 
Local  Taxation." — (Mr.  Kenny.) 

The  Committee  dividtd: — Ayes  21; 
Noes  105:  Majority  84. — (Div.  list, 
No.  174.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mb.  DAWSON  said,  that,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  they  had  got  no  promise 
whatever  from  the  Head  of  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  as  to  whether  he  would 
take  any  steps  to  restrict  the  arbitrary 
power  of  auditors  in  Ireland,  he  (Mr. 
Dawson)  now  proposed  to  reduce  the 
Vote  by  £500.  Some  English  Members, 
as  well  as  the  Irish  Hepresentatives,  had 
appealed  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary,  but,  up  to  that 
point,  fruitlessly.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman professed  to  have  very  great 
intimacy  and  knowledge  of  the  various 
Departments ;  and  he  had  displayed  it 
that  night  in  a  remarkable  manner. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Carlow  (Mr.  Qray) 
had  pointed  out  that  the  auditors  in 
Ireland  had  surcharged  Corporations  for 
undertaking  patriotic  work  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  citizens,  and  for  no  personal 
object  whatever ;  he  had  told  them  that 
the  Corporation  of  Dublin  had  been  sur- 
charged 25«.,  which  they  had  expended 
in  rosettes  to  be  worn  by  the  officials  of 
the  Corporation  when  attending  the 
funeral  of  the  Lord  Mayor.  The  Com- 
mittee had  been  told  that  whereas  the 
Corporations  of  Dublin  and  Limerick 
were  permitted  without  surcharge  to 
send  deputations  to  congratulate  Her 
Majesty  upon  certain  events,  and  to  con- 
dole with  her  upon  others,  they  war9 
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surcharged  when  they  sent  representa- 
ivoH  to  the  Exhibition  at  Cork,  an  Exhi- 
bition which  was  destined  to  promote 
the  industry  and  trade  and  commerce 
of  the  country.  He  would  like  the  Chief 
Secretary,  as  the  Head  of  the  Irish  Local 
Government  Board,  to  tell  them  whether 
is  Departmont  had  issued  any  order  to 
the  auditors  in  Ireland  analogous  to  tho 
orders  which  had  been  issued  to  auditors 
in  England  by  the  English  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  ?  The  orders  to  the 
auditors  in  this  country  were  distinctly 

etc  the  effect  that  they  were  only  to  sur- 
chnrgo  in  cases  of  negligence,  or  fraud, 
or  matters  obviously  contrary  to  law. 
Would  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  give 
an  undertaking  that  he  would  cause  the 
Local  Government  Board  in  Ireland  to 
inBUo  orders  to  the  auditors  in  Ireland 
that  would  confine  their  actions  within 
the  limits  of  reason  and  prudence,  in 
which  tho  actions  of  the  auditors  in 
England  were  confined  ? 

Mn.  TREVELYAN  assured  the  hon. 
Gentleman  that  if  the  case  he  had  just 
brought  forward  of  the  check  which  was 
put  on  the  patriotic  tribute  paid  to  the 
Cork  Exhibition  by  the  Dublin  Cor- 
poration had  been  brought  before  him 
at  the  time  there  was  not  the  flightost 

Nloubt   what    decision    he  should  have 
fiven  in  the  matter.      Indeed,  he  would 
ook  most  carefully  into  the  system  of 
audit.      The   hon.   Member  had  asked 
him    whether    the   Local    Government 
Board  were  prepared  to  issue  inslruc- 
tions  similar  to  those  issued  in  England. 
The  Board  would  examine  those  instruc- 
tions, and  if  it  was  found  that  they  wera 
based  upon  just  principles,  they  wouM 
have  no  objection  to  issue  such  instruc- 
tions to  the  auditors  iu  Ireland.     Ilis 
own  desire  was  to  leave,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible,   the    discretion   of    all    the   local 
bodies  unfettered ;  but  he  could  not  go 
BO  far  as  to  say  oif-haud,  in  the  course 
I  a  debate  on  the  Estimates,  that  he 
isapproved  altogether  of  a  central  audit 
a  every  occasion.     He  was  inclined  to 
olievo  that  it  would  be  a  very  great 
vil  for  the  ratepayers  in  Unions  if  there 
as  no  system  of  central  auditing.     It 
-was  extremely  probable  that  ratepayers 
ight    suffer   very   much    what   sharo- 
olders  of   Companies    frequently  suf- 
'ered  ;  their  business  might  get  into  the 
ands  of  men  who  were  not  to  be  trusted, 
and  who  totalh'  disregarded  the  interests 
pf  the  ratepuyers.      Such   things  had 


occurred.  Everyone  would  allow  that 
if,  in  some  of  the  Southern  States  of 
America,  there  had  been  in  past  years  a 
more  rigorous  audit,  the  financial  con- 
dition of  those  States  would  be  very  dif- 
ferent from  what  it  was  now.  The 
question  of  the  abrogation  of  the  Act  of 
1871 — of  the  emancipation  of  Munici- 
palities from  audit — was  one  which  he 
would  like  to  consider  very  carefully. 
He  should  like  to  cousider  to  what  ex- 
tent the  English  Municipalities  were 
satisfied  with  tlie  system  of  audit  to 
which  they  were  subjected  before  he 
removed  the  audit  which  in  1871  was 
imposed  on  Irish  Municipalities. 

Mr.  RYLANDS  heard  with  great  sur- 
prise that  the  Corporations  in  Ireland 
were  subject  to  an  audit.  He  was  per- 
suaded that  a  proposal  to  subject  Eng- 
lish Municipalities  to  a  central  audit 
would  be  looked  upon  with  the  greatest 
disfavour;  and  he  should  be  glad  to  join 
in  the  expression  of  opinion  that  in  Ire- 
land it  was  desirable  that  Municipalities 
should  be  allowed  to  exercise  their  own 
discretion  in  the  administration  of  local 
funds. 

Mr.  ILLINGWORTH  said,  that  what 
was  claimed  on  behalf  of  Municipalities 
was  that  they  should  have  absolute 
power  over  their  own  affairs.  Members 
of  Town  Councils  in  the  English  Muni- 
cipalities were  elected  by  the  entire  body 
of  ratepayers;  they  were  as  truly  repre- 
sentative, and  even  more  so,  than  the 
Members  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
If  there  was  no  appeal  against  the 
decision  of  the  House  in  matters  of  Im- 
perial expenditure,  he  wanted  to  know 
why  there  should  be  an  appeal  from  the 
di'cision  of  munioipal  authorities,  and 
that  appeal  to  a  man  who  might  'be 
utterly  ignorant  of  the  policy  of  certain 
expenditure?  The  security  against  ex- 
travagance was  that  every  three  years 
the  members  of  Town  Councils  had  to 
go  before  their  constituents.  It  must 
be  borne  in  mind  that  there  were  always 
two  parties  in  a  Corporation,  and  that 
there  was  the  greatest  vigilance  exer- 
cised by  one  party  over  the  other.  That 
also  was  a  very  great  security  against 
any  corrupt  expenditure.  A  Govern- 
ment audit  would  result  in  irritation  and 
annoyance,  and  would  afford  no  security 
against  improper  expenditure.  It  was 
not  to  be  for  one  nionji-nt  supposed  that 
a  Government  auditor  could  uudeistond 
the  merits  of  large  expenditure  iiicurre4 
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by  a  Corporation  on  water,  pas,  sewerage, 
or  other  great  works.  He  hoped  his 
right  hon.  Friend's  (Mr.  Trevelyan's) 
mind  would  soon  be  disabused  of  the 
idea  that  any  good  could  come  from  such 
interference  in  municipal  financial  affairs 
as  took  place  in  Ireland. 

Mk.  EAMSAY  said,  he  thought  it 
right  to  remind  his  hon.  Friends  who 
were  conversant  with  affairs  in  England 
that  the  school  boards,  which  were 
representative  bodie.?,  were  subjected  to 
Government  audit.  It  appeared  to  him 
somewhat  strange  that  his  hon.  Friends 
(Mr.  Rylanda  and  Mr.  Illingworth),  who 
condemned  a  Government  audit  in  Ire- 
land, should  themselves  have  sanctioned 
the  same  rule  in  the  case  of  the  English 
school  boards. 

Mr.  DAWSON  said,  he  was  sorry 
that  such  a  venerated  Member  of  the 
House  (Mr.  Ramsay)  should  have 
stumbled  into  a  mistake.  In  England 
an  auditor  could  only  surcharge  in  cases 
where  there  was  negligence,  fraud,  or 
something  contrary  to  law.  That  was 
quite  fair;  but  in  the  Dublin  and  other 
Irish  Corporations  the  auditor's  power 
of  surcharge  was  not  so  restricted. 

Mr.  gray  said,  he  thought  his  hon. 
Friend  (Mr.  Dawson)  ought  to  be  satis- 
fied with  the  assurance  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  had 
given  him.  He  (Mr.  Gray)  was  satisfied 
that  when  the  riglit  hon.  Gentleman 
looked  into  the  question,  he  would  see 
there  was  a  substantial  grievance  which 
ought  at  once  to  be  remedied.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  made  a  very 
long  and  interesting  speech,  touching 
upun  a  good  many  points ;  but,  still,  ho 
might  have  spared  three  or  four  minutes 
to  deal  with  the  points  he  (Mr.  Gray) 
raised,  and  which,  to  his  mind,  at  least, 
wore  worthy  of  attention.  He  did  not 
expect  that  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury (Mr.  Courtney)  would  have  told 
them  anything  about  the  remission  of 
these  half  salaries;  but  it  was  a  griev- 
ance which,  one  day,  would  have  to  be 
remedied.  They  could  not  havo  in  per- 
petuity a  different  system  with  regard 
to  two  practically  identical  bodies.  It 
would  be  very  much  better  that  the 
Treasury  should  give  the  same  sum  in  a 
different  manner  than  give  it  as  at  pre- 
sent— namely,  paying  half  the  salaries 
of  one  sot  of  officers  of  one  Corporation, 
and  paying  nothing  at  all  for  a  similar 
set  of  oSieers  of  a  similar  Corporation, 

Mr.  Illingworth 


simply  because  the  one  set  were  ap- 
pointed at  a  certain  date,  and  the  other 
set  not  until  after  that  date.  It  was  a 
system  whicii  did  not  bear  examination, 
and  ho  trusted  that,  at  least,  between 
this  and  next  j'ear,  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Trevelyan)  would  give  the 
matter  his  consideration.  Ho  (Mr. 
Gray)  would  certainly  bring  the  ques- 
tion up  again  when  the  Vote  again  came 
on  for  discussion.  With  reference  to 
the  cost  of  the  police  he  had  nothing 
further  to  say,  and  should  not  press  fur 
a  reply  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
supposing  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did 
not  see  his  way  to  giving  a  reply  at 
once.  But  there  was  one  matter  which 
he  felt  bound  to  urge  on  the  attention 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  that 
was,  whether  he  would  not  consider  the 
propriety  of  issuing  a  sealed  order  to  the 
proper  authorities,  in  view  of  a  possible 
outbreak  of  cholera  in  Ireland  ?  He  put 
it  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  it 
would  not  be  much  bettor  to  issue  such 
an  order  at  once  than  to  wait  until  the 
cholera  made  its  appearance  ?  A  sealed 
order  need  not  deal  with  all  the  subjects 
mentioned  in  the  -I9th  section  of  the  Act 
of  Parliament.  Such  an  order  might  be 
supplemented  afterwards  by  another 
sealed  order  if,  unfortunately,  the  neces- 
sity should  arise.  He  would,  at  any 
rate,  beg  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
consider  the  matter.  He  did  not  want 
a  positive  assurance  upon  it  at  the  pre- 
sent moment,  but  merely  an  intimation 
that  he  would  carefully  consider  the 
point  he  had  thus  raised,  which,  to  put 
it  briefly,  was  this — that,  inasmuch  as 
the  Sanitary  Authorities  of  Ireland  would 
require  time  to  carry  the  order  into  effect, 
and  there  would  be  little  use  in  waiting 
until  such  time  as  the  disease  should 
actually  make  its  appearance,  if,  unfor- 
tunately, that  eventuality  should  come 
to  pass — because  any  attempt  to  carry 
the  order  into  efl'ott  by  setting  about  the 
cleansing  and  scavenging  of  the  different 
towns  and  cities  when  tiie  disease  was 
rife  among  the  people,  instead  of  being 
beneficial,  would  be  the  most  dangerous 
thing  possible— it  would  be  iutinitely 
wiser  and  more  prudent  to  deal  with  the 
matter  in  advance. 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  :  I  entirely  agree 
with  the  hon.  Member  who  has  just  ad- 
dressed the  Committee.  I  think  we  have 
the  power,  and  that  we  ought  to  exercise 
it,  to  separate  the  classes  of  subjects  to 
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■which  he  has  called  attention,  under  the 
49th  section  of  the  Act  of  Parliament; 
and  I  may  state  that  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  are  prepared  to  issue  at  once 
to  all  the  Sanitary  Authorities  through- 
out Ireland  a  Circular  pointing  out  the 
necessity  of  exercising  vigorously  the 
powers  already  possessed  in  regard  to 
the  treatment  of  nuisances  in  their  re- 
spective districts.  That  will  be  done 
under  the  ordinary  law.  But  with  re- 
gard to  the  Public  Health  Act,  the  49th 
section  of  the  Act  of  1876,  the  first  step 
has  already  been  taken  by  communica- 
tions that  have  been  sent  to  all  the  large 
cities — such  as  Dublin,  Cork,  Belfast, 
and  Waterford ;  and  if  the  answers 
should  be  favourable,  the  policy  to  be 
pursued  ought  obviously  to  be  to  prepare 
and  issue  the  instructions  we  are  em- 
powered to  issue  under  the  Act  of  1866 
with  regard  to  the  abatement  of  nuis- 
ances. With  reference  to  the  three  other 
heads,  it  is  also  obvious  that  they  must 
bo  kept  in  view.  I  was  specially  im- 
prewed  with  the  hon.  Gentleman's  re- 
marks with  regard  to  appointments  and 
promotions  to  Auditorsiiipa  and  Inspec- 
torships. I  think  he  did  not  speak  espe- 
cially of  what  has  happened  during  the 
last  two  years.  Since  I  went  to  Ireland 
I  have  always  taken  great  interest  in 
these  proposals;  and  if  the  rule  has  not 
been  absolutely  unbroken,  my  desire 
would  be  to  carry  out  what  I  think  to  be 
for  the  absolute  security  and  efficient 
administration  of  the  Department. 
Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(3.;  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"Thnt  a  Bum,  not  exceeding  £39,907,  be 
granted  to  Iler  SInjeaty,  to  eoinplete  the  sum 
Decessorr  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  coarse  of  puymcnt  durini;  tho  year  ending  on 
tlie  3l8t  day  of  March  1886,  for  the  Salaries 
ond  Exjjbnsea  of  tho  Office  of  Public  Works  in 
Iraland." 

Captain  AYLMER  said,  there  were 
one  or  two  points  to  which  he  wished  to 
call  tlie  atteiitiou  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretarj'  to  the  Ix)rd 
Lieutenant.  The  increase  in  the  amount 
of  tlio  arrears  of  loans  appeared  to  be 
very  great,  especially  with  regard  to 
Ireland.  On  the  present  amount  out- 
standing —  namely,  £777,000  —  the 
amount  of  arrears  had  increased  from 
£60,000  to  i:95,000  during  the  past  year. 
That  he  regarded  as  very  serious,  espe- 
cially as  the  iucrease  of  thoae  arrears 


had  been  getting  larger  from  year  to 
year.  The  arrears  under  the  Land  Im- 
provement Act  had  been  raised  from 
£30,000  in  1880  to  £56,000  last  year. 
That  was  a  matter  which  required  to  be 
attended  to.  The  subject,  however,  on 
which  he  had  risen  to  speak  was  one 
which  he  thought  required  the  special 
attention  of  the  Chief  Secretary's  De- 
partment. The  Commissioners  of  the 
Board  of  Works  had  specially  to  do  with 
loans  for  the  drainage  of  laud  in  Ire- 
land, and  they  had  to  see  to  these  mat- 
ters under  the  provisions  of  no  fewer 
than  19  different  Acts  of  Parliament. 
Seeing  that  the  whole  system  of  land  in 
Ireland  had  been  changed  by  the  pre- 
sent Parliament,  and  that  the  owners  of 
land  in  that  country  had  no  longer  the 
same  interest  as  formerly  in  borrowing 
money  for  drainage,  now  that  the  laud 
was  in  the  hands  of  the  tenants,  it  was 
obvious  that  these  loans  were  no  longer 
in  request  on  the  part  of  the  landlords. 
The  Chief  Secretary  to  tho  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant had  this  year  brought  in  a  Bill, 
because  it  was  evident  that  the  Irish 
Board  of  Works  would  not  be  able,  in 
future  years,  to  carry  out  the  complete 
business  of  encouraging  the  drainage  of 
Ireland  as  they  had  done  under  tlio  old 
Acts.  ^VTien  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
brought  in  that  Bill  this  Session,  many  of 
those  who  were  specially  interested  in 
the  subject  looked  forward  to  the  pros- 
pect of  its  being  passed  with  some  satis- 
faction. It  was  founded  on  the  Heport 
of  the  Commission  of  which  the  noble 
Viscount  the  Member  for  Fermanagh 
(Viscount  Crichton)  was  a  Member.  The 
Bill  was  blocked  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Cavan  (Mr.  Biggar)  and  another 
Member,  and  the  consequeace  was  that 
it  was  now  among  the  numerous  mea- 
sures that  had  been  dropped.  It  had 
been  announced  as  tho  intention  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  endeavour  to  get  the 
Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  then  to  refer 
it  to  a  Koyal  Commission  ;  ond  he  (Cap- 
tain Aylmer)  wished  to  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  would  not 
now  consent  to  the  appointment  of  a 
Royal  Commission  to  couRider  the  ques- 
tion of  the  arterial  drainageof  Ireland, and 
how  the  19  Acts  of  Parliament,  of  which 
he  had  just  spoken,  could  be  consoli- 
dated, so  that  the  Irish  Board  of  Works, 
or  whoever  might  hereafter  be  interested 
in  the  carr}'ing  out  of  a  measure  on  the 
subject,  would  have  aa  Act  that  would 
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■work  well  with  the  present  system  of 
land  tenure  ?  If  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man assented  to  tlie  appointment  of  this 
Royal  Commission,  he  hoped  it  would 
not  conGne  itself  to  the  Beport  of  the 
Committee  to  which  reference  had  been 
made,  nor  to  the  various  Acts  that  were 
in  operation,  but  would  go  to  what  was 
the  real  point  of  the  whole  question — 
the  arterial  drainage  of  the  country.  If 
it  did  that,  it  would  give  great  satisfac- 
tion, not  only  to  the  landlords,  but  to 
the  tenants,  and  would  add  many  mil- 
lions of  pounds  to  the  value  of  land  in 
Ireland.  He  hoped  the  Chief  Secretary 
would  consent  to  this  proposal  on  behalf 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

Colonel  COLT  HURST  desired  to 
support  the  recommendation  made  by 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  who  hnd 
just  spoken.  Last  year  his  hon.  Fnond 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Courtney)  had  brought  in  two  Bills;  but 
unfortunately  they  had  not  reached  a 
second  reading;.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  Session  he  (Colonel  Colthurst)  had, 
almost  from  day  to  day,  called  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  question  ; 
but  in  deference  to  his  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  Courtney),  who  had  made  a  vory 
reasonable  request,  his  Motion  was  with- 
drawn, on  the  understanding  that  the 
Bills  which  had  been  introduced  should 
he  referred  to  a  Select  Committee.  Those 
Bills  were,  however,  unfortunately 
dropped.  Nest  Session,  no  doubt,  the 
hon.  U  ontleman  would  re-iutroduoe  them ; 
but  t'le  probability  was  that  they 
would  again  be  blocked,  and  the  whole 
Session  would  again  be  lost.  No  one 
conversant  with  the  question  of  arterial 
drainage  could  do  otherwise  than  admit 
thatthematter  wasone  of  the  most  press- 
ing importance,  and  that  without  legis- 
lation on  the  subject  nothing  could  bi:< 
done.  The  conditions  of  the  tenure  of 
laud  in  Ireland  had  undergone  a  com- 
plete change,  and  a  now  definition  of 
owners  was  recj^uired,  otherwise  all 
operations  under  the  Aits  would  be 
suspended,  though  he  believed  that 
the  Report  lately  issued  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  Public  Works  showed  that 
five  districts  had  been  established  this 
year,  .^s  far  as  it  went,  this  was  a  great 
improvement  on  what  had  been  going 
on  during  the  last  few  years ;  but  stiU 
improved  legislation  was  required  in 
order  to  render  effective  the  legislation 
already  existing.     As  for  as  his  own 
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opinion  went,  ho  did  not  consider  that 
the  Bills  which  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  had  brought 
forward  would  have  met  the  case.  He 
thought  they  must  have  a  Royal  Com' 
mission.  In  such  a  body  there  woul 
be  a  certain  number  of  experts,  and 
they  were  to  investigate  the  matter  dur- 
ing the  approaching  autumn  they  might 
have  their  Report  ready  by  February 
next,  and  a  Bill  could  then  be  brought 
in  giving  effect  to  their  recommendations. 
Ue  knew  that  a  very  general  consensus 
of  opinion  existed  on  this  subject  among 
all  parties  in  Ireland,  and  he  hoped 
his  hon.  Friend  would  see  his  way  to 
giving  his  assent  to  the  appointment  of 
the  Commission. 

Colonel  NOLAN  said,  he  did  not 
altogether  concur  in  the  remedies  which 
had  been  suggested.  Five-and-twenty 
years  ago  there  were  immense  arteriid 
drainage  works  established  in  different 
parts  of  Ireland,  and  these  works  had 
done  a  great  amount  of  good,  having 
completely  changed  the  face  of  the 
country.  They  all  knew  what  advan- 
tages were  derived  from  such  works  ia 
Ireland.  No  doubt  some  of  them  wore 
very  expensive ;  but  certainly  man;^ 
fully  recouped  themselves,  and  there' 
was  no  doubt  that  if  the  system  were 
further  extended  much  good  would  be 
done  to  the  country.  Not  only  ought 
they  to  extend  the  arterial  drainage  of 
Ireland,  but  in  the  case  of  many  prO' 
perties  a  good  deal  more  was  required, 
as  the  drainage  works  stood  in  need  o' 
e.xtensivo  repairs,  such  as  were  wanted' 
about  every  15  or  20  years.  These  were 
very  costly.  Under  the  present  state  of 
the  law,  two-thirdsofthelandownera  must 
act  together  in  order  to  fomi  a  Board ; 
but  at  the  present  moment  it  was  abso- 
lutely impossible  to  get  them  to  do  this. 
A  great  many  would  not  answer  the 
hitters  that  were  sent  to  them.  He  had 
made  particular  inquiries  on  the  subject, 
and,  as  far  as  he  could  ascottoin,  not  a 
single  landowner  would  agree  to  act  in 
the  matter,  although  half  the  money 
was  to  be  found  by  the  Government. 
Recent  legislation  had  intensified  the 
unwillingness  of  the  landowners  to  join 
iu  the  carrying  out  of  large  drainage 
operations.  In  fact,  the  situation  had 
become  such  that  it  whs  nr'cessary  to 
find  some  remedy.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  Maid8tone(Captain  A3'lmer) 
had    reminded    them  of    one  remedy, 
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'whioh  was,  perhaps,  not  a  bad  one — 
namely,  that  the  tenants  should  agreo, 
and  that  they  should  form  a  Llrainage 
Board.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  good 
aensu  in  that  suggestion,  and  he  (Colonel 
Nolan)  believed  that,  in  a  great  many 
cases,  it  would  work  well ;  but  he  would 
go  further  than  that,  inasmuch  as  it 
might  be  said  that  the  proposition  was 
too  Democratic  a  one.  Whether  that 
was  so  or  not,  the  presentstate  of  things 
■was  one  of  despotism.  What  ho  would 
propose  was  this.  W^henever  a  suiBcient 
number  in  a  particular  district  should 
petition  for  the  appointment  of  a  Drain- 
age Board,  a  qualified  engineer  sliould 
be  eeut  down  by  the  Board  of  Works, 
and  that  officer  should  be  charged  with 
the  investigation  as  to  whether  it  was  or 
was  not  desirable  that  effect  should  bo 
given  to  the  Petition.  This  Petition 
might  be  presented  either  by  a  certain 
number  of  individual  residents  in  the 
district,  or  by  the  District  Board  of 
Guardians,  or  any  other  recognized 
public  bod}',  and  upon  their  Petition  the 
investigation  should  take  place.  When 
the  Keport  of  the  Engineer,  sent  down 
by  the  Board  of  Works,  had  been  re- 
ceived, it  would  then  be  for  the  Board 
itself  to  decide  whether  a  Drainage 
Board  should  be  constituted.  Some 
such  system  was  now  at  work  in 
Ireland.  He  would  not  say  it  was  the 
only  system  ;  but  he  would  repeat  that 
it  was  now  impossible  to  get  a  sufficient 
number  of  landowners  to  agree  to  act 
together  for  the  reasons  ho  had  already 
stated.  He  would  mention  a  case  in 
point ;  it  related  to  a  small  drainage 
work  in  bis  own  district.  They  had  dealt 
first  with  his  own  property,  he  having 
no  objection  to  that  being  done,  and  the 
tenants  being  willing  to  pay  the  ex- 
penses ;  but  the  agent  of  one  owner — 
a  lady — said — "No;  I  will  not  advise 
the  owner  of  the  property  to  accede  to 
what  is  proposed,  as  she  has  really  no 
interest  in  the  land."  The  tenants  came 
forward,  all  of  them  agreeing  in  the 
matter.  Thej-  stated  that  all  they  asked 
was  that  the  lady  should  give  her  name  ; 
bat  she  would  not  do  so.  The  land  in 
that  neighbourhood  was  extremely  wet, 
and  the  tenants  wore  very  much  im- 
poverished, because  there  were  no  means 
of  efficient  drainage.  Nothing,  how- 
ever, could  be  done,  and  that  was  one  of 
the  results  of  the  operation  of  the  Land 
Act  in  Ireland.     What,  he  would  ask, 
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had  the  Qovemment  been  doing?  During 
the  last  two  years  they  had  made  the 
most  abortive  attempts  to  bring  in  a 
Bill ;  but  they  had  not  been  able  to  pass 
one.  The  conserjuenco  was  that  many 
districts  in  Ireland  were  being  kept  in  a 
wet  and  swampy  state,  like  a  sponge, 
because  the  Government  could  not  find 
the  time  to  attend  to  the  drainage,  or  in 
consequence  of  their  busying  themselves 
so  much  about  the  affairs  of  Egypt  and 
other  matters  to  which  they  gave  almost 
their  entire  attention.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Newcastle  (Mr.  J.  Co  wen)  once 
said  the  best  thing  they  could  do  with 
Ireland  wasjto  dry  it ;  and,  for  his  own 
part,  ho  (Colonel  Nolan)  had  always 
considered  that  a  most  sensible  remark  ; 
but,  unfortunately,  the  Government 
would  not  take  the  advice.  They  had 
been  asked  to  issue  a  Royal  Commission 
to  consider  this  subject.  Let  them  do 
so,  although  the  Committee  knew  very 
well  what  frequently  came  from  the  ap- 
pointment of  Royal  Commissions.  In 
the  first  place,  they  could  not  be  got  to 
report  within  a  month  or  so ;  but  the 
House  had  to  wait  for  a  year  or  a  year 
and  a-half  before  tho  Report  was  pre- 
sented, and  then,  very  frequently,  no- 
thing came  of  it.  However,  they  might 
as  well  have  a  Royal  Commission ;  it 
would  be  quite  as  good  as  the  Govern- 
ment bringing  in  a  Bill  and  then  giving 
the  House  no  time  to  discuss  it  in.  A 
Royal  Commission  would  be  quite  as 
good  as  that.  Why  the  Government 
should  act  in  so  ridiculous  a  manner 
with  regard  to  this  important  subject  no 
one  who  had  not  been  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  as  he  had  been  for  a  number 
of  years,  could  understand.  They  never 
thought  of  asking  tho  assistance  of 
Members  of  Parliament,  like  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork 
(Mr.  Parnell),  or  the  hon.  Member  for 
Tyrone  (Mr.  T.  A.  Dickson),  who  could 
render  valuable  service ;  but  they  went 
to  someone  connected  with  the  Board  of 
Works,  and  the  Board  of  Works,  natu- 
rally enough,  considered  what  was  likely 
to  give  them  the  least  trouble.  All  they 
did  was  to  talk  very  wisely,  and  then 
suggest  some  impracticable  scheme;  and 
the  Government  were  really  showing 
that  they  were  totally  unfit  to  develop 
the  material  interests  of  Ireland  in  a 
matter  which,  to  that  country,  was  of 
vital  importance.  He  did  not  confine 
this  remark  to  the  present  GoTernmeut. 
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The  Oonservativo  Government  had  been 
quite  as  bad,  na  they  had  never  done 
anything  to  improve  tlie  drainage  laws. 
The  Shannon  measure  was  perfeetlj  ridi- 
culous. The  Government  were  warned 
by  the  Irish  Members,  and  they  found 
time  to  debate  the  Bill;  but  it  was,  as  he 
had  just  stated,  a  ridiculous  Bill.  There 
was  another  point  connected  with  this 
subject  which  had  relation  to  the  ques- 
tion of  small  ownership  in  Ireland.  Hor 
Majesty's  Government  were  about  to  use 
their  utmost  eflbrts  to  pass  a  Ilousehold 
Franchise  Bill,  which  was  to  apply  to 
Ireland  as  well  as  to  England  and  Scot- 
land ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  they  were 
proving  to  the  small  landowners  in  Ire- 
land that  they  were  to  be  totally  and  en- 
tirely neglected.  This  wais  totally  ab- 
surd, and  just  the  sort  of  thing  which 
led  the  country  into  all  sorts  of  trouble, 
and  tended  to  foster  revolutionary  ideas. 
They  were  going  to  give  these  men  a 
vote,  and  yet  leave  them  in  this  ridicu- 
lous position.  A  rich  man  could  get  a 
large  loan  with  but  little  difficultj-,  and 
the  position  of  the  Government  was 
that  under  the  system  which  was  now 
being  carried  out  they  were  saving 
trouble.  No  doubt  they  were.  But 
why  should  not  several  small  tenants 
who  wanted  loans  obtain  them  by  com- 
bination. The  Government  would  not 
grant  loans  of  less  than  £50 ;  and  it  was 
said  that  one  of  these  small  loans  gave 
as  much  trouble  as  a  loan  of  £1,000. 
Ho  admitted  that  that  was  so  ;  but  there 
■was  a  remedy,  and  if  eight  or  ten  men 
wanted  small  loans  of  from  £10  to  £20, 
the  cost  of  inspection  would  not  be  more 
than  in  the  case  of  a  loan  of  £200.  Why, 
therefore,  should  not  eight  or  ten  men 
be  allowed  to  combine  together?  That, 
however,  was  refused  at  the  present 
time.  It  was  simply  a  question  of  the 
Government  officials  wishing  to  save 
themselves  trouble.  "Why  should  the 
Government  not  consult  the  Iri.sh  Mem- 
bers on  this  matter?  He  would  defy 
the  Government  to  show  where  the  difli- 
onlty  would  be  in  allowing  10  or  20  men 
to  join  together  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining a  loan  for  the  improvement  of 
property  in  the  same  district.  The  re- 
sult was  that  where  a  small  tenant  pay- 
ing £8  or  £10  a-year  wanted  to  execute 
some  useful  work,  and  went  to  his  land- 
lord in  order  to  get  the  money,  the  land- 
lord said  to  him — "  You  can  hardly  give 
peourity  for  a  loan  of  £50 ; "  and  the 
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man  was  very  often  unable  to  get  the 
money,  whereas  if  he  were  allowed  to 
join  with   others  he   would  be  able  to 
execute  the  works  that  were  necessary 
for   the   improvement    of  his    holding. 
Then  there   was  another  and   a  minor 
point  connected  with  this  subject.  When 
a  man  was  able  to  obtain  a  loan  of  £50 
or  £100,  he  was  not  allowed  to  spend 
the  whole  of  it  for  drainage  and  build- 
ing.    He  might  get  £50  for  drainage  or 
for  building ;  but  he  would  not  be  al- 
lowed to  spend  half  of  it  in  drainage 
and   half  in   building.      In   old   times, 
when  loans  were  obtained  by  large  land- 
owners, it  was  extremely  convenient  to 
have  one  loan  for  drainage  and  another 
for  building;  but,  nowadays,  when  they 
came  to  the  case  of  the  small  owners 
who  only  wanted  sums  of  about  £50  to 
aid  thorn  in  improving  their  farms  it  was 
a  totally  different  thing.    If  a  man  only 
had   a   small  farm,    he   might  wish   to 
spend   £20   on  buildings   and    £30   on 
drainage  ;  but  in  that  case  he  would  not 
be  allowed  to  have  a  loan  at  all.     That 
was  a  point  on  which  he  thought  the 
Government,  looking  to  the  altered  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country,  might  very 
well   consider  whether  they  could   not 
provide  some  such  remedy  as   he  had 
pointed  out.     The  proposition  had  no- 
thing revolutionary  in  its  character,  but  j 
simply  appealed  to  the  common  sense  of  1 
the  Government ;  and  they  could  hardly  | 
wonder  at  the  feelings  induced  in  the 
minds  of  a  large  number  of  respectable 
men  when  they  found  that  their  wants 
were  disregarded,  and  they  were  not  al- 
lowed to  acquire  the  means  of  carrying 
out  essential   improvements  under  any 
circumstances.     Ho  really  thought  the 
Government  might  do  something  to  meet 
the  wishes  of  the  Irish  people  in  this 
respect.     He  had  never  entertained  any 
great  amount  of  admiration  for  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  day.     At  the  present 
moment  they  were  in  want  of  demon- 
strations, and  wished  to  see  large  num- 
bers of   men   marching  from  place  to 
place,  in  order  that  they  might  carry  out 
a  particular  line  of  policy.     He  was 
only  putting  before  them  a  reasonable 
argument  in  pointing  out  these  things, 
although  he  must  say  he  did  not  expect 
very  much  from  them.     His  hon.  and 
gallant  Friends   (Captain  Aylmer  and 
Colonel  Colthurst)  wanted  the  Govern- 
ment to  appoint  a  Eoyal  C'ommission  : 
but  if  they  did   so  it  would  be  found  i 
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that  they  would  not  get  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers there.  Ho  should  support  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Momber  for  Cork  (Colonel 
Colthurat  I  if  he  divided  the  Committer 
on  the  subject,  for  he  fearod  that  under 
the  vt<ry  bad  Government  they  had  in 
Ireland  it  would  not  be  found  possible 
to  get  the  most  common-sense  proposals 
properly  considered. 

Mh.  LAIiOUCUERE  desired  to  call 
attention  to  a  few  points  which  he 
deemed  worthy  of  consideration.  In 
England  they  had  a  Board  of  Works 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  thou  in 
the  Chair  (Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre)  at  its 
head.  The  cost  in  Ireland  was,  alto- 
gether, a  sum  of  £57,000,  or,  exclusive  of 
the  Land  Act  loans,  £2-1,000.  He  would 
now  ask  tho  Committee  to  look  at  a 
few  details.  The  First  Commissioner  of 
Works  had  a  salary  of  £2,000  per 
annum  j  but  in  the  case  of  Ireland  they 
had  a  Chairman  of  the  Board — the  First 
Commissioner  of  Works  in  England 
Laving  no  Commissioners  to  act  with 
him  —  receiving  a  salary  of  £l,;J00 
n-yoar,  and  having  the  assistance  of  two 
Commissioners,  who  together  received 
£2,400  per  annum.  That  was  to  say, 
that  what  the  First  Commissioner  of 
Works  did  for  £2,000  was  done  in  Ire- 
land at  a  cost  of  nearly  £4,000.  Going 
further  into  detail,  the  first  thing  be 
came  upon  was  the  fact  that  there  were 
in  Ireland  two  classes  of  bookkeepers 
and  clerks,  including,  as  he  perceived 
by  a  note  at  the  foot  of  the  page,  one 
who  was  paid  a  special  allowance  of 
£50  for  injured  prospects.  Could  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  iSecretary  to  the 
Treasury  toll  the  Committee  what  this 
absurdity  really  meant  ?  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman could  not.  For  his  own  part,  he 
(Mr.  Labouchere)  had  not  the  most  re- 
mote idea  of  what  this  item  referred  to. 
In  England  the  First  Commissioner  had 
no  architect  under  him.  The  work  was 
doue,  probably  under  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  own  supervision,  by  clerks 
and  surN'eyors ;  but  in  Ireland  they  had 
an  architect ;  and  he  saw,  by  a  note 
below,  that  this  architect,  who  was  put 
down  aa  receiving  a  salary  of  £1,039, 
also  received  a  second  salary  of  £100 
a-year  as  ai-chitect  for  the  national 
monuments.  Then  there  were  chief  sur- 
veyor and  surveyors  of  buildings,  prin- 
cipal draftsman  and  furniture  clerk,  and 
a  superintendent  of  fuel  and  light,  a 
gentleman  who  received  an  allowance  to 
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cover  the  cost  of  offices.  Then  they  had 
a  Board  of  Control  for  Lunatic  Asylums, 
and  there  was  also  an  architect  receiving 
a  salary  of  £300  per  annum  and  a  pen- 
sion of  £300  a-yoar  in  addition,  as  was 
stated  in  a  foot  note,  on  account  of  his 
Laving  been  late  architect  to  the  Poor 
Law  Board  in  Ireland.  What  did  that 
gentleman  do  for  his  salary  of  £300  per 
annum  ?  Why  did  he  get  the  large 
pension  of  £300  a-year?  Probably  he 
did  nothing  in  either  ofHce.  If  some 
Irish  Member  would  be  kind  enough  to 
move  a  reduction  of  the  Vote,  he  (Mr. 
Labouchere)  would  be  most  happy  to 
support  him.  Everybody  must  see  that 
these  sums  were  perfectly  preposterous. 
In  all  probability  those  oiBcials  were 
Englishmen,  and,  therefore,  were  not 
worth  much  ;  and  in  Ireland,  no  doubt, 
it  was  true  that  Satan  found  some  work 
for  idle  hands  to  do. 

M«.  COURTNEY  said,  the  central 
point  of  tho  hon.  Member's  speech  was 
the  comparison  between  the  Irish  Board 
of  Works  and  the  English  Board  of 
Works,  over  which  the  First  Commis- 
sioner presided.  He  would  ask  anyone 
who  knew  anything  about  the  two 
Boards  whether  there  was  a  single  func- 
tion that  was  common  to  the  two.  The 
functions  of  the  two  Boards  were  not  at 
uU  similar,  and  had  nothing  in  common. 
The  Board  in  Ireland  had  to  look  after 
loans  to  railways,  loans  for  tramways, 
land  improvement  loans,  business  with 
respect  to  drainage  and  piers,  and  a 
hundred  other  matters,  with  not  one  of 
which  he  suspected  the  hon.  Member 
was  familiar.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  Maidstone  (Captain  Aylmer) 
had  callod  attention  to  tho  question  of 
arrears  of  loans,  and  in  that  matter  tho 
appearance  wos  very  much  worse  than 
the  reality.  The  total  indebtedness  had 
not  increased ;  but,  instalments  of  prin- 
cipal having  become  due  and  not  been 
paid,  there  was  an  apparent  alarming 
increase  in  the  amount  of  arrears.  The 
matter  had  been  under  the  consideration 
of  the  Government ;  but  it  was  difficult 
to  enforce  the  payment  of  tho  instal- 
ments. The  Government  would,  how- 
ever, spare  no  effort  to  reduce  the  total 
of  the  arrears.  With  respect  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Eoyal  Commission  to 
inquire  into  the  question  of  arterial 
drainage,  he  was  afraid  he  could  not 
share  the  anticipations  as  to  the  great 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  auch  a 
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CommiBBion.  If  the  Government  had 
only  to  consult  themselves  and  their  own 
convenieucti,  nothing  would  bo  en8ier  or 
simpler  than  the  appointmont  of  a  Royal 
Oommission.  That  would  mean  the  post- 
ponement of  the  question  for  a  year ; 
but  this  year  the  Government  had  intro- 
duced two  Bills,  one  dealing  with  the 
powers  of  the  Board  of  Works,  embody- 
ing the  recommendations  of  a.  Eoyal 
Commission.  Had  they  advanced  with 
that  Bill  because  it  waa  founded  on  the 
Eeport  of  a  Eoyal  Commission  ?  On 
the  contrary,  it  had  been  immovable,  in 
consequence  of  objections  of  two  Irish 
Members  representing  two  sections  of 
the  House.  He  had  agreed  to  let  the 
Bill  be  read  a  second  time,  and  to  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Select  Committee  upstairs ; 
and  if  that  had  been  carried  out,  he 
should  have  been  glad  to  have  listened 
to  the  representations  of  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers with  the  greatest  respect.  As  to 
arterial  drainage,  tho  Bill  contained 
something  which  might  bo  accepted  if 
it  were  sent  upstairs.  Why  did  not 
Irish  Members  exert  themselves  so  as 
to  get  this  question  dealt  with  up- 
stairs ?  He  did  not  believe  that  if  a 
Eoyal  Commission  were  appointed  the 
Bill  would  be  passed  ;  but  ho  hoped  that 
next  year  something  might  be  done. 

Mb.  sexton  said,  he  thought  the 
hon.  Gentleman  must  admit  that  the 
Irish  Members  applied  themselves  as 
actively  to  their  Parliamentary  duties  as 
hon.  Gentlemen  who  received  salaries 
for  doing  so  ;  and  if  the  hon.  Gentleman 
would  take  some  steps  to  advance  tho 
interests  of  Ireland,  ho  would  find  that 
they  would  assist  him.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman prided  himself  iipon  accurate 
knowledge ;  but  ho  thought  the  conclu- 
sions of  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton (Mr.  Labouchero)  were  more 
accurate  than  those  of  the  hou.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  with 
all  his  knowledge.  He  greatly  sympa- 
thized with  the  conclusions  and  the  con- 
tention of  the  hon.  Member,  as  he  did 
with  any  hon.  Member,  whether  Eng- 
lish, Scotch,  or  Irish.  The  English  De- 
partment of  Works  was  much  more  im- 
portant than  the  Irish;  but,  although 
a  great  many  of  the  powers  of  the  Go- 
vernment had  been  gathered  in  the  hands 
of  the  Irish  Board,  and  although  its  func- 
tions were  very  important,  and  its  co.st 
was  very  considerable,  he  believed  the 
Board  did  very  little  good  for  the  ooun- 
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try.     The  hon.   Member  invited  eoroo 
Irish  Members  to  move  a  reduction,  and 
if  he  were  now  as  he  was  four  yeara 
ago  he  might  be  deluded  by  the  hon. 
Member's   suggestion ;    but   he   should  j 
not  adopt  the  suggestion,  for  two  rea-i 
sons — first,  he  believed  the  hon.  tientlu- 
man's  Eadical  mind    was    not    robust 
enough  to  follow  him  into  tho  Lobbj' 
and,  secondly,  with  regard  to  this  Board 
of  Works,  he  did  not  believe  that  any 
proposal  for  a  reductioa  would  be  Eadi- 
cal enough  for  him ;    but   if  the   hon- 
Member  would  move  to  abolish  the  insti- 
tution altogether  he  should  be  glad  to 
support  him,  and  to  go  in  for  a  cheaper 
institution.    If  any  hon.  Member  wished 
to   satisfy   himself    as    to    the   defined 
functions  of  this  Board,  he  would  find 
that  the  Board  was  authorized  to  lend 
£920,000    for  loans   to   Local   Boards, 
Grand   Juries,    public    buildings,    har- 
bours,   railways,    labourers'   dwellings,  I 
drainage  works,  land  improvement,  re- 
pairs of  fishery  piers,  lunatic  asylums, 
and   emigration.      Emigi-ation   was    an 
inevitable  dish  in  everj'  bill  of  fare  for 
Ireland.     If  this   Department,   instead 
of    being    snpine,    cold,    and    callous, 
went  energetically  to  work,  it  might  do 
a  g^-eat  deal  to  lessen  the  pressure  of 
poverty  on   the    Irish    people.     There , 
were  vast  tracts  of  land  in  Ireland  which, 
at   a  moderate  expense,   might   be  re- 
claimed.    But  what  had  been  done  in 
tho  past   year?    One  loan  of  £60,000, 
for  rt'clamation.     Why  was  there  only' 
one  loan  for  that  purpose  in  the  year? 
Was  it  because  of  some  impediment  of 
the  law  ?     If  it  was  not,  then  the  Go- 
vernment stood  self-condemned.      If  it  1 
was,    they   were    almost   equally    con- 
demned, because  they  ought  to  propose 
an  amendment  of  the  law.     Then,  with 
regard    to    National    School    teachers, 
6,000  out  of  7,500  were  at  that  moment 
without  suitable  residences  attached  to 
the  schools.     He  knew  that   many    of  j 
them  walked  many  miles ;   and  many 
lived  in  houses,  not  in  homes,  but  in 
rooms  in  a  condition  ruinous  to  morals 
and  health.     It  was   most  dilBcult  for 
them  to  live  with  that  external  rospoo- 
tability  which  was  essential  with  any- 
body having  to  instruct  children.     The 
Local  Government  Board  never  troubled 
themselves  to  induce  the  Government  (o 
erect  teachers'  residences,  and  for  these 
6,000  teachers  only  40   residences  had 
been  erected  in  the  past  year.     Then,, 
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again,  the  Labomera'  Cottages  Act  had 
been  abortive;  bnt  if  the  Department 
had  exerted  itself,  at  least  some  labourers' 
cottages  might  have  been  erected.  Again, 
as  to  the  Siea  Fisheries  Act,  the  Com- 
mission, headed  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Waterford  (Mr.  Blake),  had  set  to 
work,  bat  too  near  the  end  of  the  finan- 
cial year,  and,  as  far  as  he  was  aware, 
not  a  stone  had  been  laid  towards  the 
constraction  of  any  harbour  or  pier  on 
the  coast  of  Ireland.  The  Department 
admitted  that  there  were  200,000  hold- 
ings in  Ireland  occupied  by  solvent 
tenants  at  an  annual  value  of  £7  who 
were  entitled  to  come  in  under  the  Act 
and  obtain  loans  up  to  £200,000 ;!  but 
how  many  loans  had  been  advanced  ?  If 
there  were  200,000  persons  entitled  to 
have  loans,  the  Department  must  ad- 
vance more  than  £200,000  a-year  if  they 
were  to  make  any  real  progress;  but 
instead  of  encouraging  these  poor  people, 
and  explaining  the  regulations  and  con- 
ditions, the  Department  took  pride  in 
multiplying  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
thrae  men.  If  a  tenant  applied  for  a 
loan,  at  the  end  of  three  months'  waiting 
he  got  a  form  to  be  filled  up  and  sent 
somewhere ;  but  if  there  happened  to  be 
a  mistake  in  the  paper  it  was  sent  back 
to  him,  and  then  he  entered  upon  a 
ceremonial  during  which  he  was  deluged 
by  forms  of  all  sorts.  He  had  known 
men  withdraw  from  application,  after 
several  months,  utterly  bewildered  and 
broken-hearted.  But  there  was  no  lack 
of  zeal  on  the  part  of  the  Department 
when  it  was  called  upon  to  send  people 
out  of  the  country.  Although  there 
were  only  163  Boards  of  Guardians  in 
Ireland,  the  Board  had  sanctioned 
daring  last  year  no  less  than  62  loans 
and  spent  £11,000  for  this  purpose. 
They  were  empowered  to  spend  £  100,000 
for  that  purpose  under  the  Act,  and  so 
eager  had  the  Board  been  to  use  that 
power,  that,  although  only  two  years 
had  elapsed  since  the  Act  was  passed,  no 
less  than  £87,132  had  been  allotted.  He 
should  like  to  have  some  information  as 
to  how  many  people  had  been  sent 
away ;  whether  any  care  was  taken  to 
provide  the  people  with  the  means  of 
uving  when  they  arrived  in  America ; 
and  whether  it  was  true  that  the  other 
day  600  men  were  sent  back  as  assisted 
paupers  ?  He  would  like  to  know,  also, 
whether  it  was  a  fact  that  a  capitation 
grant  was  still  allowed  to  the  Poor  Law 
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Officers  in  Ireland,  and  whether  tliey 
still  received  5«.  a-head  as  a  bribe  from 
the  countrv  for  every  person  emigrated  ? 

Mr.  H.  H.  FOWLKR  said,  he  thought 
there  was  a  consideration  underlying 
this  question  which  the  Chief  Seoretair 
had  passed  over.  The  question  raised 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Northampton 
(Mr.  Labouchere)  was  not  the  amount  of 
work  the  Board  did  in  Ireland  compared 
with  what  the  English  Board  did,  bat 
the  extravagance  of  the  Board  in  Ireland 
in  doing  their  work.  That  was  an  im- 
portant question.  It  had  been  brought 
forward  for  several  Sessions — namely, 
the  question  of  national  expenditure.  If 
the  present  Government  came  in  upon 
any  question  it  was  that  of  national 
economy ;  but  he  was  bound  to  say  that 
their  promises  had  not  been  fulfilled. 
Every  attempt  made  by  hon.  Members  to 
reduce  the  national  expenditure  was  ridi- 
culed, and  they  were  treated  as  if  they 
were  a  set  of  foolish  fanatics.  They 
were  led  to  believe  that  the  Estimates 
were  everything  they  could  be ;  but  the 
Government  would  find  that  the  people 
of  the  country  had  not  forgotten  this 
question  of  national  economy.  The 
Conservative  Party  were  working  it  up 
throughout  the  land,  and  the  Govern- 
ment would  find  that  this  question  woidd 
have  to  be  faced,  and  that  if  they  came 
back  to  Parliament  with  a  majority  it 
would  make  itself  heard.  He  felt  com- 
pelled to  make  these  observations  be- 
cause of  the  statements  which  had  been 
made.  Every  item  in  the  Vote  indi- 
cated wanton  extravagance  which  ought 
to  be  explained,  and  he  wished  Irish 
Members  to  understand  this.  Every- 
body was  extravagantly  paid,  and  yet 
Members  were  expected  to  defend  this 
before  their  constituents.  He  felt  ex- 
ceedingly aggrieved  by  the  view  which 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  had  taken; 
and  although  he  felt  it  was  impossible 
to  attempt  economy  in  this  Parliament, 
he  hoped  the  time  would  soon  come, 
under  this  or  some  other  Government, 
when  the  national  expenditure  could  be 
reduced. 

Mb.  DAWSON  said,  he  wished  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  to 
several  items  in  the  Estimate  which  re- 
quired some  explanation.  There  were, 
under  the  head  of  Salaries  ol  the  Sta£ 
a  number  of  discrepancies  with  regard 
to  which  he  would  like  to  hear  a  stato* 
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ment  from  the  hon.  Gentleman.  For 
instance,  in  the  case  of  the  .Secretary  to 
the  Board  of  Works,  Ireland,  tho  mini- 
mum salary  of  that  official  was  stated 
to  bo  £800,  with  an  annual  increment  of 
£25.  Now,  that  gentleman's  salary 
stood  Inst  year  at  tho  minimum  amount 
of  £800,  and,  according  to  the  scale  of  in- 
crease stated  in  thn  Vote,  the  amount  of 
thisyear'ssalary  ought  to  hav(?been  £825. 
It  was,  therefore,  a  matter  of  surprise  to 
him  that  in  one  year — that  was  to  say, 
since  1883-4 — tho  salary  should  have 
sprung  up  to  the  maximum  of  £1,000, 
which  sum  was  now  asked  for.  The 
item  certainly  baffled  his  comprehension, 
and  as  no  information  whatever  upon 
the  subject  waa  furnished  in  the  Eati- 
inato,  he  must  ask  the  hon.  Gentleman 
by  what  extraordinary  process  of  com- 
putation this  sudden  jump  from  £800 
to  £1,000  in  one  year  had  occurred? 
Then  with  regard  to  the  first  class  clerks, 
there  were  three  clerks  of  that  class 
with  minimum  salaries  of  £320,  rising 
by  an  annual  increment  of  £20  to  a 
maximum  of  £500.  In  their  case  it 
appeared  that  an  operation  entirely  the 
reverse  of  that  which  had  taken  place 
with  regard  to  the  Secretary's  salary 
had  occurred.  The  salaries  of  tho  three 
Ci-st  class  clerks  stood  for  the  year  1883-1 
at  the  total  amount  of  £1,357,  to  which, 
if  the  increment  of  £20  each  were  added, 
or  £60  in  all,  the  amount  would  be 
£l,-117  ;  but  tho  actual  amount  of  their 
salaries,  according  to  the  Estimate,  was 
£1,377  only.  Here,  again,  was  a  re- 
markable discrepancy,  and  ho  would  ask 
tho  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  to  explain  wh}-  it  was  that  the 
Secretai-3'  to  the  Board  of  Works,  Ire- 
land, suddenly  jumped  up,  as  regarded 
Lis  salary,  to  £175  more  than  his  annunl 
increment  apppared  to  warrant,  and 
why  the  threo  first  class  clerks  had  not 
advanced  at  the  rate  at  which  they  were 
entitled  to  advance  ? 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  in  answer 
to  the  hon.  Member  for  Oarlow  (Mr. 
Dawson),  he  believed  he  could  satisfy  the 
hon.  Member  with  regard  to  the  points 
raised  in  connection  with  the  salaries  of 
the  Secretary  and  the  first  doss  clerks 
in  the  Department.  The  gentleman  oc- 
cupying the  position  of  Secretary  was 
formerly  in  charge  of  tho  accounts  of 
the  Office  ;  he  was  the  person  who,  as 
appeared  on  the  next  page,  181  of  the 
Estimates,    received    £850     a-year    in 
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1883-4  as  Clerk  in  Charge  of  Accounts  j 
on  hia  retirement  from  tliat  position  ha 
waa  promoted  to  the  position  of  Secre- 
tary, which  he  now  lield.  That  being 
so,  Imving  been  in  receipt  of  £850 
a-year  as  accountant,  it  was  felt  neces- 
sarj'  to  put  him  at  once  at  tho  maximum 
salary  of  £1,000,  at  which  ho  would 
remain.  Then,  with  regard  to  the 
snlaries  of  the  three  first  class  clerk«, 
which  the  hon.  Member  had  referred  to, 
although  he  was  not  at  the  present  mo- 
ment able  to  give  the  actual  details,  he 
would  point  out  that  the  apparent  incon- 
sistency might  be  explained — he  could 
not,  however,  vouch  for  the  accuracy  of 
the  explanation — on  the  supposition  that 
two  of  the  first  clasa  clerks  were  at  the 
maximum  of  their  salaries,  or  £500 
each.  That  would  make  up  £1,000  of 
the  amount  of  £1,377,  the  rest  of  which 
might  possibly  be  the  salary  of  tho  one 
remaining  clerk.  With  regard  to  the 
observations  of  the  hon.  Member  below 
the  Gangway,  the  question  was  whether 
the  subjects  he  had  drawn  attention  to 
were  proper  work  for  the  Committee  to 
be  engaged  upon  in  connection  with  this 
Vote.  Tho  suggestion  of  tho  hon. 
Member  was  that  the  work  done  by 
the  Office  of  Public  Works  in  Ireland 
was  identical  in  character  with  that  done 
by  the  Board  of  Works  in  England ; 
but  anyone  who  had  heard  the  long  list 
of  items  for  the  last  year  which  had 
been  read  out  bj'  tho  hon.  Member  for 
Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  a  short  time  back 
must  at  once  perceive  that  the  two 
Boards  were  absolutely  dissimilar.  Any 
comparison  of  tho  two  Boards  was, 
therefore,  misleading ;  and  hon.  Mem- 
bers were  not,  in  his  opinion,  entitled 
to  make  any  such  comparison,  unless 
they  were  at  the  same  time  prepared  io 
examine  the  nature  of  the  work  done. 
Then,  with  regard  to  the  argument  made 
use  of  by  hon.  Members  opposite,  and 
reiterated  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Notthamjiton  (Mr.  Labouchore).  The 
hon.  Member  had  imputed  to  the  Board 
of  Works  in  Ireland  the  duty  of  taking 
tho  initiative.  But  that  was  an  entirely 
erroneous  view  of  the  matter  ;  because 
the  Board  of  Works  took  action  on  the 
applications  made  to  them  by  certain 
persons,  and  it  was  a  justification  of 
their  conduct  if  it  were  proved  that  tho 
applications  made  to  them  had  beoa 
dealt  with.  It  was,  therefore,  no  fault 
on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Works,  Iro- 
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land,  that  they  had  made  only  one  loan 
for  the  roolamation  of  land ;  and  no 
case  could  be  established  a^aiast  tliom 
until  it  was  proved  that  a.  tjrent  many 
persona  entitled  to  claim  did  make  ap- 
plications, and  were  refused.  In  the 
same  way,  with  regard  to  the  tenants 
who  wert)  supposed  to  have  a  right  to 
receive  loans  under  the  Land  Act  of  1881, 
the  question  was  not  how  many  tenants 
were  entitled  to  aak  for  loans,  but  how 
many  had  actually  applied;  and  how 
many  of  those  applications  had  been 
accepted  or  rejected.  Looked  at  in  that 
light,  the  case  wore  an  entirely  ditferent 
aspect  to  that  presented  to  the  Cominittoe 
by  the  hon.  Member.  The  Board  had 
started  necessarily  with  an  imperfect 
knowledge  of  the  work  to  be  done,  and 
in  the  earlier  part  of  the  time  consider- 
able arrears,  no  doubt,  accrued ;  but 
those  arrears  had,  during  the  Inst  year, 
been  very  considerably  reduced.  The 
number  of  applications  under  inquiry 
last  year  had  been  1,486  ;  but  the  num- 
ber had  since  been  very  considerably 
brought  down.  The  total  number  re- 
ceived to  31st  March  lant  was  6,600. 
and  out  of  those  applications  6,100  had 
been  sanctioned.  The  ed'ect,  therefore, 
of  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Works, 
Ireland,  last  year,  had  been  considerably 
to  reduce  the  arrears,  to  bring  the  new 
ca8<^s  under  conwdcration  down  to  a 
smaller  number,  and  to  sanction  a  largo 
number  of  loans.  Don.  Members  might 
ask  whether  the  money  had  been  paid, 
to  which  ho  replied  that  the  money  was 
iMued'as  the  work  was  done  and  certified. 
He  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  go 
through  every  item  touched  upon  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Sligo  (^Mr.  Sexton). 
He  would  simply  express  his  opinion 
that  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Work.s, 
Ireland,  had  been  reasonably  efficient 
in  dealing  with  the  npplicutious  made  to 
them ;  and,  further,  he  had  groat  satis- 
faction in  testifying  to  the  energy  shown 
in  conducting  the  work  of  the  Depart- 
ment generally.  There  was,  however, 
one  branch  of  the  work  of  the  OlBco  on 
which  ho  felt  it  his  duty  to  say  a  few 
■words — namely,  that  in  relation  to  the 
Fishery  Commission.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber had  referred  to  what  had  been  done 
in  respect  of  that  branch,  and  he  had 
blamed  the  Board  of  Works  for  not 
responding  more  readily  to  the  action  of 
the  Fishery  Commission.  But  what  did 
the  Report  say  ?    It  showed  that  out  of 


39  applications  for  survey  made  up  to 
the  Slat  of  March  last,  35  cases  had 
been  considered  by  the  Board  of  Works, 
and  that  plana  and  spncitications  had 
been  forwarded  by  the  Board  of  Works 
to  the  Fisheries  and  Harbours  Com- 
mission. On  the  15th  of  February  eight 
plans  had  been  sent  out,  and  the  rest  by 
the  15th  of  April,  the  interval  having 
been,  of  course,  occupied  with  surveys 
and  work  of  that  kind.  The  rest  of  the 
cases  were  referred  back  for  change 
of  plans,  &c.  Then  with  regard  to 
the  action  of  the  Board  with  reference 
to  another  subject.  An  hon.  Member 
had  complained  of  the  action  of  the 
Board  of  Works  in  respect  of  the  La- 
bourers' Act  of  last  Session,  and  founded 
that  complaint  upon  the  Ileport  which 
brought  up  their  work  to  the  31st  of 
March  last.  But  the  hon.  Member  must 
be  aware  that  it  was  impossible  for  the 
Board  of  Works  to  have  taken  any 
action  at  all  under  the  Act  of  last  year, 
and  that  inability  on  their  part  formed 
a  material  point  in  the  Eoport.  Tiie 
other  reference  of  the  hon.  Member  with 
regard  to  emiaration  related  to  the  Local 
Oiivernment  Board,  not  to  the  Board  of 
Works,  Ireland. 

Mk.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  said,  he  did 
not  consider  that  the  Office  of  the  Board 
of  Works  were  in  any  way  to  iilanie  on 
account  of  the  delay  which  had  occurred 
in  connection  with  the  Labourers'  Act  of 
last  year.  The  facts  of  the  matter  were 
— the  Bill  did  not  receive  the  Eoyal 
Assent  until  the  month  of  August,  and 
therefore  even  preliminary  steps  could 
not  be  taken  under  the  Act  at  the  very 
earliest  until  the  month  of  September. 
He  believed  that  ho  should  bo  mora 
correct  in  saying  that  no  proceedings  at 
all  could  toko  place  before  November, 
because  the  Boards  of  Guardians  wore 
not  actually  seized  of  the  plan  and  pur- 
poses of  the  Act  itself  uutil  that  month. 
.\t  an  earlier  stage  of  the  discussion  of 
that  evening  ho  had  felt  it  his  duty  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  to  the  very  serious 
vexational  difficulties  whi<'h  stood  in  the 
way  of  the  operation  of  the  Act  in 
almost  every  particular.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
wn-i,  ho  presumed,  familiar  with  the 
details  of  carrying  out  the  Act  in  ques- 
tion ;  and  he  would,  therefore,  repeat  to 
him  his  apprehousion  that  there   was 
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very  gpreat  danger,  in  the  case  of  many 
of  the  proposed  schomes  which  had 
already  reached  their  final  stage  ao  far 
as  the  Board  of  Works  and  the  Boards 
of  Guardians  were  conoorned,  that  those 
schemes  would  not  bo  carried  out  at  all 
owing  to  the  difficulties  placed  in  their 
way.  For  hia  own  part,  he  was  perfectly 
convinced  that  the  Treasury  would  not 
insist  iu  forcing  upon  the  authors  of  these 
schemes  an  amount  of  taxation  which 

(rendered  the  erection  of  labourers'  cot- 
iges  practically  impossible  ;  and,  there- 

"fore,  he  had  reason  to  hope  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
would  add  his  valuable  assistance  to  bis 
(Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor's)  endeavour  to 
impress  upon  Her  Majesty's  Government 
the  desirability  of  taking  this  matter 
immediately  into  their  consideration. 
He  would  just  make  one  or  two  observa- 
tions with  regard  to  the  general  question 
upon  which  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
had  spoken  in  reply  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  Northampton  (Mr.  Labouchere).  He 
did  not  think  the  Committee  should  be 
surprised  or  irritated  by  the  amount  of 
warmth  displayed  by  the  hon.  Gentleman 
in  this  matter  ;  the  hon.  Gentleman  had 
only  followed  good  example,  and  he 
would  add  that  the  Head  of  any  Depart- 
ment who  did  not  stand  up  to  defend 
that  Department  with  some  vehemence 
was  not  worth  his  salt.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman said  he  differed  from  hon.  Mem- 
bers on  those  Benches.  There  was 
nothing  in  that  to  cause  surprise  to  the 
Committee  ;  nor  did  he  at  all  blame  the 
hon.  Gentleman  for  being  tempted  into 
an  unusual  display  of  vehemence  out  of 
zeal  for  his  subordinates.  But  there 
had  been  a  sight  witnessed  by  the  Com- 
mittee that  evening  which  he  thought 
was  extremely  significant  and  interest- 
ing. For  the  first  time  during  the  last 
four  years  there  had  been  something 
like  earnest  assistance  on  tho  part  of 
English  Members  given  to  Irish  Mem- 

I  bers  in  their  efforts  to  restrain  extra- 
regance  in  Irish  Departments.  Now,  it 
ras  this  which  had  caused  the  vehemence 

'■which  the  hon.  Gentleman  vented  on  the 
innocent  observations  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Northampton.  The  moment  tho 
discussion  of  these  Irish  Estimates  ceased 
to  be  the  monopoly  of  Irish  Members 
and  was  taken  up  by  Members  on  tho 

,  other  side  of  the  House,  that  moment  tho 
present  system  was  doomed,  and  the  hon. 
tentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
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sury  know  it  very  well.  It  wa.s  during 
the  Russo-Turkish  difficulty,  the  parent 
of  the  present  Liberal  majoritj',  that  tho 
Duke  of  Argyll  made  use  of  the  expres- 
sion— "  My  Lords  are  beginning  to  be 
found  out."  Let  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  consider 
that  tho  phrase  by  which  his  Depart- 
ment was  dc^signated  was — "  My  Lords, 
your  Department  is  being  found  out;" 
and  that  the  Offices  under  its  control  in 
Ireland  were  being  conducted  on  a  scale 
of  extravagance  that  would  not  be 
tolerated  for  one  moment  in  this  coun- 
try. But  this  Department  was  onlyono 
of  many  Departments  whore  the  same 
extravagance  existed.  There  were  more 
Judges  than  were  wanted  ;  more  Secre- 
taries, Presidents,  and  Vice  Presidents 
than  were  necessary ;  throughout  every 
Department  the  same  vicious  system  ran 
— namely,  that  of  tempting  English 
officiajij  into  the  ranks  of  the  Irish  Civil 
Service. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  said,  he  did  not 
complain  of  the  remarks  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury, who,  if  he  were  not  a  Government 
official,  he  had  no  doubt  would  have 
supported  his  hon.  Friends  and  himself 
in  pressing  this  matter  ou  the  c«n- 
sideration  of  the  Government.  Situated, 
however,  as  tho  hon.  Gentleman  was, 
he  had  to  give  some  reason,  good,  bad, 
or  indifferent,  for  every  job  perpetrated 
by  tho  Government.  He  was  not  in  the 
least  surprised  that  Irishmen  knew  more 
about  what  went  on  in  Ireland  than  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  and  Irishmen 
who  lived  in  Ireland  had  one  and  all 
protested  against  the  general  extrava- 
gance in  regard  to  the  pay  of  all  Irish 
officials,  and  particularly  in  regord  to 
those  whose  salaries  tho  Committee  were 
now  engaged  in  considering.  And  yet 
the  hon.  Gentleman  came  forward  and, 
in  defiance  of  the  wishes  of  Irish  Mem- 
bers, said  that  tho  system  was  a  proper 
one  under  which  largo  sums  of  money 
woro  spent  upon  officials  in  Ireland 
who  were  not  wanted  iu  Ireland,  and 
whose  salaries  were  higher  in  proportion 
than  those  of  the  officials  who  did  the 
same  work  in  England.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman did  not  answer  that  complaint  of 
hon.  Members,  and  why  ?  Because  he 
knew  absolutely  nothing  about  the  mat- 
ter. He  asked  the  hon.  Gentleman  why 
there  should  be  an  architect  appointed 
to  the  Board  of  Control  and  the  Board. 
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of  Lunacy  at  a  salary  of  £300  a-year, 
hen  tbere  was  an  nrchitect  appointed 
ir  tho  whole  Board  of  Works  who  re- 
ceived a  salary  of  £900  a-year,  and  a 
sptxanl  allowance  of  £200,  as  well  as 
another  £  1 00  a-year  a  sarchitcct  for 
National  Monuments.  And  he  further 
osknd  the  hon.  Gentleman  why  he  re- 
ci'ived  the  latter  salary  obviously  for 
doing  nothing,  and  if  he  also  received 
£300  per  annum  for  another  office  which 
he  once  held  under  tho  Poor  Law  Board  ? 
lie  had  been  under  tho  iiujiression  that 
the  oUicial  in  question  was  not  to  receive 
a  pension  ;  but  it  now  appeared  that  he 
was  getting  £300  a-year  in  respect  of  an 
office  with  which  he  had  nothing  to  do. 
It  was  in  that  way  these  things  were 
done,  and  if  the  matter  in  question  were 
looked  into,  it  would,  no  doubt,  be  found 
that  this  person  was  a  relation  of  some- 
one who  had  done  something  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  Government,  and  that  giving 
him  tho  office  was  an  act  of  mere  Party 
bribery.  He  did  not  say  that  the  pre- 
sent occupants  of  the  Treasury  Bench 
were  one  whit  worse  than  the  Gentlemen 
who  sat  opposite  them.  He  could  see 
exceedingly  little  difference  between 
Parties  in  that  respect ;  but  his  great  ob- 
jection was  that  whenever  a  job,  be  it 
big  or  little,  was  perpetrated  it  was 
done  at  the  expense  of  the  nation. 

Ma.  KENNY  said,  it  would  appear 
from  the  statement  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  that 
the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  in 
Ireland  were  perfect  individuals.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  defended  each  item,  and 
he  endeavoured  to  prove  that  in  every 
reepect  the  oSieials  whoso  actions  had 
been  questioned  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  discharged  their  duties  perfectly. 
But  he  ventured  to  say  that  if  each 
ilera  were  examined  in  the  light  of  the 
Keport  which  had  been  presented  to  the 
House  for  the  year  it  would  be  found 
that  there  had  been  a  deplorable  failure 
on  the  part  of  the  officials  in  question  to 
meet  the  reasonable  expectations  of  the 
people,  with  regard  to  the  question  of 
tho  Fishery  Boards  and  Harbours  Act 
of  last  year.  The  sfateraent  of  the  hon. 
Gvntlenian  the  Secretary  to  tho  Treasury 
A  few  minutes  since,  that  of  30  schemes 
sent  forward  only  two  were  in  course  of 
being  carried  out  at  the  present  time, 
was,  in  his  opinion,  tho  most  eloquent 
condemnation  that  could  possibly  be 
passed  on  the  Board.     He  waa  obliged 


to  Bay  that  the  boast  of  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  tliat  wnth  regard  to  35  of 
these  schemes  plans  and  speciBcationa 
had  been  forwarded,  was  somewhat  pre- 
mature and  misleading,  because  he  (Mr. 
Kenny)  perceived  that  of  eight  of  those 
schemes  specifications  had  not  been  sent 
on  ;  so  that  he  apprehended  there  was  a 
mistake  somewhere.  For  his  own  part, 
he  shotdd  be  sorry  to  admit  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  estimate  was  accurate.  He 
parsed  now  to  page  28  of  the  Report,  on 
which  itappeared  that£13,27o  had  been 
advanced  this  year  to  a  Mr.  Drinkwater 
for  reclamations.  It  appeared  from  the 
Peport  that  the  works  wore  commenced 
in  1873,  and  the  Beport  went  on  to 
say — 

"  Wo  are  now  engaged  in  making  such  ar- 
rangements as  will  facilitate  tho  execution  of 
tho  works." 

What  did  that  mean  ?  Did  it  mean  that 
Mr.  Drinkwater  had  broken  his  con- 
tracts ?  It  would  appear  so,  and  that 
the  Treasury  had  no  satisfaction  what- 
ever for  his  having  done  so.  The 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  had  given  the 
Committee  nothing  in  the  nature  of  an 
explanation  of  this  extraordinary  trans- 
action, which  certainlyhad  the  magnitude 
of  a  public  scandal.  Hon.  Members  on 
those  Benches  would  like  to  know  whether 
Mr.  Drinkwater  was  still  responsible  for 
the  loan  ;  how  much  money  had  been 
expended  on  tho  works,  and  what  se- 
curity the  Treasury  had  that  this  money 
would  be  repaid?  Passing  from  this 
transaction,  which  required  to  be  cleared 
up,  there  was  another  matter  to  which 
he  desired  to  refer.  What  was  tho  ex- 
traordinary expenditure  in  connection 
with  the  Labourers'  Aot  of  last  year? 
They  had  the  following  items  : — One 
Assistant  Commissioner,  £800 ;  one 
Examiner,  £300 ;  three  Draftsmen, 
£240  ;  36  Inspectors  ot  £300,  £10,675  ; 
travellingexpensesof  Inspectors,  £6,600; 
advertising,  £3,000  ;  registry  of  loans, 
£1,600.  It  was  the  function  of  these 
gentlemen  to  prepare  Reports  as  to  loans 
amounting  to  £200,000.  It  appeared, 
therefore,  that  the  preliminary  expenses 
made  a  charge  of  7  per  cent  on  each 
loan  before  it  was  granted.  Such  a 
waste  was  to  be  deplored.  The  manner 
in  which  the  Labourers'  Act  had  been, 
so  to  speak,  paralyzed  by  the  extra- 
ordinary demands  of  voracious  officials 
was  a  thing  they  ought  to  have  some 
expIauatioQ  of.      There  was    nothing 
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more  deplorable  than  the  manner  in 
■which  the  public  officials  in  Ireland  ate 
up  enormous  slices  out  of  the  money 
that  was  granted  in  the  shape  of  loans 
by  Parliament  for  the  purpose  of  oarry- 
ing  on  pulilio  works.  He  hoped  the 
if>0(Tetary  to  the  Treasury  would  be  ubiu 
to  give  thera  further  information  as  to 
fislieries,  though  he  did  not  think  ho 
■would  be  able  to  do  so.  Whether  or 
not,  he  trusted  the  hon.  Member  would 
bo  able  to  give  them  some  information 
as  to  the  other  matters  to  which  he  had 
dra'wn  attention.  There  was  another 
question  to  which  he  would  like  to  nd- 
■vert — namely,  the  inspection  the  Go- 
■vernment  were  bound  to  make  of  those 
schemes  which  were  prepared  under  the 
Tramwaj-s  Act  of  18G1.  He  saw  a  lot 
of  bogus  schemes  on  the  Paper,  that 
from  the  commencement  had  never  had 
a  chance  of  being  carried  to  a  successful 
issue.  These  snhemes  were  prepared 
by  men  of  straw,  by  men  who  were 
nothing  but  swindlers  who  came  from 
Englaud.  Such  practices  should  not  be 
allowed  to  go  on.  As  he  said,  they  were 
nearly  all  Englishmen  who  came  over 
to  Ireland  to  carry  on  their  swindles, 
and  it  was  a  scandal  that  they  should 
bo  allowed  to  thrive  with  impunity  on 
the  unsophisticated  jjeople  of  Ireland. 

Mil.  WARTON  said,  ho  did  not  want 
to  go  into  these  questions  as  to  the  Poor 
Law  Hoard  of  Ireland  ;  but  he  desired 
to  call  attention  to  the  persistency  with 
■which  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  in- 
sisted upon  putting  into  the  Estimates 
arithmetical  jiuzzles  and  absurdities, 
and  the  innocent  manner  in  which  he 
ofl'ered  explanations.  He  (Mr.  Warton) 
was  not  going  fully  into  these  questions, 
because  they  had  been  gone  into  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Oarlow  (Mr.  Gray) ; 
and  ho  had  no  doubt  that  everything 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasm-y  had  said 
in  reply  to  that  Gentleman,  with  regard 
to  the  persons  promoted  from  one  post 
to  another,  was,  ft-om  bis  point  of  view, 
perfectly  right.  That  was  not  the  ques- 
tion. Because  the  hon,  Gentleman  could 
give  a  rea.sonable  account  of  the  promo- 
tion of  an  official  ho  thought  he  was 
answering  the  whole  question  ;  but  that 
was  not  80.  These  E.stimntes  should  be 
arithmetically  correct,  and  no  explana- 
tion as  to  the  virtues  or  exceUence  of  a 
certain  ofHcial  was  a  reason  for  finan- 
cial absurdities.  They  had  an  item  of 
four  second-class  clerks  with  maximum 
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salaries  of  £300,  rising  by  annual  incre- 
ments of  £15.  The  total  was  £1,239, 
or  £39  more  than  the  maximum  of  the 
fourderks,  which  would  be  £1,200.  The 
item  for  1883-4  was  £1,201,  and  ho 
should  like  to  know  how  the  difference 
botween  that  sum  and  £1,239  could  be 
made  up  by  any  increment  of  £15  ?  Then 
they  had  an  item  showing  that  in  1883-4 
the  minimum  salary  of  the  Secretary 
was  £800.  It  should  have  risen  to  £850, 
the  increment  being  £25  ;  but  here  they 
had  an  item  of  £1,000  put  down  for 
1881-5.  The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
should  be  ashamed  of  putting  such  ab- 
surdities in  the  Estimates,  and  he  (Mr. 
Warton)  felt  it  his  duty  to  protest 
against  the  system.  That  was  not  the 
tir^t  timo  or  the  second  they  had  had 
such  Estimates  prepared. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  he  was  sorry 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Bridport  was  not  satisfied 
with  the  explanation  he  had  given.  He 
(Mr.  Courtney)  might  be  open  to  cen- 
sure ;  but  the  explanation  was  that  the 
person  appointed  to  the  post  of  Seore* 
tary  was  a  gentleman  receiving  a  salary 
already  above  the  minimum  of  the  post 
— he  was  a  gentleman  transferred  from 
one  post  to  another,  of  course  on  full  pay. 
With  regard  to  the  question  put  by  the 
hou.  Member  for  Enni8(Mr.  Kenny)  as 
to  the  cost  of  working  the  Land  Act  of 
1881,  he  was  afraid  that  the  expenditure 
was  necessary  in  the  nature  of  things. 
It  was  necessary  that  they  should  have 
Inspi-'ctors  to  visit  the  localities,  in  order 
to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the  proposed 
improvments,  and  report  upon  them.  It 
was  obvious,  therefore,  that  the  expense 
of  the  Commissioners  must  be  consider- 
able in  proportion  to  the  work  they  did. 
They  still  took  security  for  the  duo 
execution  of  the  work.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman put  a  question  as  to  the  Clare 
slob  reclamation.  He  (Mr.  Courtney) 
thought  he  had  explained  how  that 
stood.  The  scheme  as  originally  pro- 
moted was  promoted  by  private  in- 
dividuals, and  promised  to  be  a  great 
improvement  and  a  work  financially 
profitable.  It  was  eventually  ascertained, 
however,  that  it  would  bo  much  more 
expensive  than  had  been  supposed-  The 
works  did  not  go  on,  and  further  loans 
were  necessary  to  cairy  it  through. 
Even  after  furtlier  loans  were  granted 
the  work  was  not  completed,  and  then 
an  additional  payment  of  three-fourths 
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was  (jranted.  An  Inspector  of  the  Board 
of  Works  was  sent  down  to  see  that  the 
work  was  done. 

Mb.  KENXY:  Was  the  Inspector 
constantly  there  ? 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  he  was  not 
there  every  day  ;  but  week  by  week  he 
went  down  to  examine  the  work  done. 
Finally,  the  Bonrd  of  Works  had  been 
obliged  thomselvee  to  take  tlie  work 
over.  The  operation  had  proved  to  bo 
a  loss  ;  but  it  was  one  of  those  things 
they  had  been  constantly  urged  to  under- 
take— that  was  to  say,  in  this  case,  as 
ia  many  others,  they  hud  been  constantly 
invited  to  grant  loans  for  the  reclama- 
tion of  laud  which  was  covered  with 
water  at  high  tide.  These  things  were 
often  recommended  as  prodtable  recla- 
mations, but  frequently  turned  out  to 
be  a  loss.  In  this  case  the  work  was 
cnrriod  out  at  the  expense  of  English 
capitalists. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR:  How 
much  capital  was  invested  ? 

Mk.  COURTNEY:  £'20,000;  the 
figures  have  been  given  over  and  over 
again  in  answer  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
Ennis. 

Ma.  ARTnilR  O'CONNOR:  Did 
thev  not  become  bankrupt? 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  they  liqui- 
dated, and  the  whole  matter  was  in- 
quired into.  There  were  many  cases  of 
precisely  the  same  character,  and  the 
Government  had  to  be  continually  on 
their  guard.  In  the  matter  of  the 
tramways,  the  Board  of  Works  was 
exwutiug  the  duty  thrown  upon  it  by 
Parlinmeut.  When  the  scheme  for  the 
oonstruction  of  thetramways  was  brought 
under  their  notice  they  had  no  option 
but  to  proceed  to  make  an  inspection  for 
themselves,  and  to  estimate  the  cost  of 
the  work,  so  as  to  be  ready  to  satisfy 
the  Orand  Jury,  and  to  put  the  case 
before  the  Committee  of  Council.  The 
action  of  the  Board  of  Works  might 
have  been  iraprudt-nt ;  but  it  was  alto- 
gether due  to  the  Act  of  last  Session, 
irhich  the  hon.  Member  himself  had 
heartily  supported. 

Mk.  HMtRINGTON  said,  the  right 
Lon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretarj', 
with  considerable  ingenuity,  made  him- 
self out  to  be  completely  innocent  of 
Irish  feeling  as  to  this  Vote.  Ho  did 
not  know  whether  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman would  foel  offended  with  him  for 
Bttyiug  BO ;    but    "  where  ignorance   is 


bliss  'tis  folly  to  be  wise."  Certainly, 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  found  it  his 
duty  to  defend  the  system  carried  on  by 
this  Board  for  so  long,  he  (Mr.  Harring- 
ton) could  only  say  that  it  must  be  a 
matter  of  bliss  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man if  ho  did  not  know  that  the  func- 
tions of  the  Board  towards  the  Irish 
nation  were  of  the  highest  importance. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  ignorant 
of  the  fact  that,  if  the  Board  moved 
with  anything  like  the  progress  they 
had  n  right  to  expect,  it  would  be  of 
immense  advantage  to  the  country,  in- 
stead of  being,  as  it  wns,  a  drag  on 
every  movement  for  its  real  improve- 
ment. When  a  scheme  of  any  kind 
pasend  through  that  House,  no  matter 
how  urgent  was  the  necessity  for  it,  and 
how  pressing  was  the  case  which  had 
been  made  out — however  great  the  neces- 
sity in  Ireland  might  be — the  adminis- 
tration of  the  scheme  was  at  once  con- 
fined to  that  Irish  limbo  colled  the 
Board  of  Public  Works.  It  was  prac- 
tically many  years  after  a  scheme  had 
obtained  the  sanction  of  Parliament  that 
it  began  to  show  its  head  above  the 
surface  of  social  and  political  life  in  Ire- 
land. Last  year,  by  the  energy  and 
zeal  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Waterford 
(Mr.  Blake) — whoso  services  he  (Mr. 
Uarringt.>n),  as  an  humble  Member  of 
the  Party,  regretted  extremely  to  hear 
they  were  about  to  lose — a  very  excel- 
lent Bill  was  pa'sed  through  the  House 
for  the  erection  of  fishery  piers.  It  was 
provided  that  a  sum  of  £50,000  or 
£70,000  for  the  first  year,  and  not  more 
than  £50,000  each  succeeding  year, 
should  be  expended  on  fishery  piers  and 
harbours.  AVTiat  was  the  story  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  to  tell  them  ?  Why, 
that  not  a  single  stone  of  any  pier  had 
yet  been  laid.  Only  two  schemes  had 
been  prepared — two  efforts  had  been 
made ;  he  supposed  he  might  say  that 
two  stones  had  been  laid;  perhaps  the 
divers  in  these  cases  had  gone  down  and 
sounded  the  bottom.  He  would  appeal 
to  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  charge 
of  the  passage  of  the  Bill,  and  who  had 
taken  upon  himself,  without  remunera- 
tion, the  onerous  and  important  duties 
of  Chairman  of  the  Commission  for  the 
carrying  out  of  the  work,  and  to  which, 
to  his  (Mr.  Harrington's)  knowledgo, 
the  hon.  Member  had  devoted  a  great 
dfol  of  energy  and  labour — ho  would 
appeal  to  him,  in  bis  position  as  Chair- 
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man  of  the  Ciommission,  to  know  whe- 
ther anything  had  been  done  on  these 
important  schemes  which  had  occupied 
the  consideration  of  Parliament  last 
year.  The  hon.  Member  might  not  find 
himself  free  to  stand  up  and  take  part 
in  a  debate ;  but  he  (Mr.  Harrington) 
would  challenge  him  to  say  whether 
anything  had  been  done.  Why  was  the 
time  of  Parliament  occupied  with  this 
matter  last  Session,  if  there  was  not 
immediate  and  urgent  necessity  for  the 
passing  of  the  Bill ;  and  why  was  it  that 
this  scheme,  to  obtain  its  first  g^wth 
and  sanction  in  Ireland,  had  been  for 
the  past  12  months  winding  its  way 
through  the  circuitous  route  of  the 
routine  of  this  Board?  If  there  was 
anything  in  the  whole  system  of  govern- 
ment in  Ireland  which  excited  the  ridi- 
cule of  the  Irish  people,  who  were  pecu- 
liarly sensitive  on  matters  of  this  kind, 
it  was  this  same  Board.  Tbey  knew 
perfectly  well  that  when  a  man  applied 
lor  a  loan  under  it  his  hair  grew  grey, 
practically,  before  he  could  succeed  in 
getting  the  first  instalment;  and  that, 
when  he  did  succeed  in  getting  one,  the 
work  which  he  wished  to  carry  out,  and 
part  of  which  he  might  have  carried 
out,  was  utterly  useless,  because  of  the 
period  which  elapsed  before  he  got  a 
second  instalment.  The  circumlocution 
which  was  practised  as  to  the  first  in- 
stalment was  practised  as  to  the  second. 
He  found  that  after  he  had  laid  a 
foundation  he  was  struck  idle,  waiting 
until  the  lethargic  officers  of  this  public 
Body  found  it  convenient  to  set  them- 
selves again  in  motion  in  order  to  give 
him  a  second  instalment.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  of  course,  had  quite  a 
style  of  his  own  of  meeting  charges  of 
tms  kind — a  style  which  seemed  to  be 
satisfactory  to  a  great  many  Members. 
It  was  well  for  him  that  he  had  only  the 
British  House  of  Commons  to  deal  with, 
and  that  it  was  not  necessary  for  him  to 
put  himself  before  the  people  of  Ire- 
land. In  this  matter,  however,  the 
right  hon.  Qentleman  would  find  that,  if 
he  were  confronted,  not  only  by  that 
House,  but  by  the  people  of  Ireland 
on  this  question,  the  laugh  would 
be  all  on  the  other  side.  Everyone 
had  condemned  the  existing  system  in 
Ireland.  A  few  petrified  officials  had 
been  allowed  to  continue  in  office  after 
they  had  grown  unfit  for  their  duties  a 
decade  at  least.    It  was  admitted  by  the 

Mr.  Harrington 


I  Board  that  these  officials  were  unfit  to 
discharge  their  duties,  and  yet  the  Go- 
vernment left  them  in  possession  of 
them.  A  Commission  was  appointed  in 
1878  to  inquire  into  the  working  of  the 
Board,  and  he  found  in  the  Beport  of 
that  Commission  certain  comments  made 
upon  the  action  of  this  Board.  Hon. 
Members  opposite  seemed  to  be  paying 
some  attention  to  this  subject,  much 
more  than  they  generally  paid  to  ques- 
tions raised  by  the  Irish  Members  ;  and 
he  would,  therefore,  invite  their  atten- 
tion to  this.  It  appeared  that  up  to 
1860  the  Keport,  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  quoted,  said  the  Com- 
missioners had  held  four  meetings  with 
tolerable  regularity.  The  minute  book 
was  duly  kept,  and  the  minutes  received 
the  counter  signature  of  the  Secretary 
in  the  usual  way.  During  the  next  two 
years,  according  to  the  Beport,  the  new 
minutes  entered  were  minutes  of  trans- 
actions in  the  Office  rather  than  trans- 
criptions of  the  Board,  and  such  formali- 
ties as  the  attesting  signature  of  the 
Secretary  were  dispensed  with,  though 
on  what  ground  those  who  made  the 
Eeport  were  unable  to  say.  The  Eeport 
went  on  to  say  that  at  last  traces  of 
Board  meetings  disappeared,  and  it  had 
not  been  customary  for  the  Commis- 
sioners to  hold  formal  sittings.  He  did 
not  know  how  much  weight  that  Beport 
had  had  with  the  Government,  or  what 
eflfect  was  given  to  the  recommendations 
of  the  Commission ;  but  with  regard  to 
some  of  their  recommendations  the 
House  was  in  a  position  to  judge  in  the 
matter,  and  hon.  Members  knew  that 
though  the  Commission  bad  suggested 
the  retirement  of  the  Chairman,  a  length 
of  time  was  allowed  to  elapse  before  he 
could  be  removed  out  of  the  way.  The 
retirement  of  the  Secretary  was  sug- 
gested ;  but  he  was  allowed  to  remain 
in  office  for  eight  years  after  the  Com- 
mission had  suggested  his  retirement, 
and  had  practically  pointed  out  that  he 
was  unable  to  fulfil  the  duties  that  he 
was  entrusted  with.  If  this  Commis- 
sion had  to  discharge  a  merely  formal 
routine  business,  there  would  not  be 
much  ground  for  complaint;  but  that 
was  not  the  case.  There  were  many 
such  bodies  as  this  in  Ireland.  The 
Government  was  in  the  habit  of  reward- 
ing its  servants  with  payments  of 
this  kind,  and  hon.  Members  &om  Ire- 
land would  not  object  so  much  if  they 
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did  not  happen  to  be  a  drag  on  every 
movement  for  the  improvement  of  the 
people,  ami  for  the  improvomont  in  the 
resources  of  the  eountry.  Ho  had  touched 
upon  the  action  of  the  Board  with  regard 
to  the  Fishery  Gonimiasion.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  certainly  given  ex- 
trenn.'ly  scant  satisfaction  with  regard  to 
that ;  he  had  not  in  any  manner  ex- 
plained to  the  Committee  why  it  was 
that  of  the  £70.000  which  they  "had  been 
allowiHl  to  believe  the  Government  would 
have  t'Xi»euded,  scarcely  Irf.  had  been 
expended  up  to  tho  present  time. 

An  hon.  Member  :  £0,000  has  been 
spent. 

Mu.  HARRINGTON  said,  lie  was 
tolil  that  £0,000  had  been  spent;  but 
what  was  that  out  of  £70,000  ?  Was 
this  supineness  and  lethargy  owing  to 
the  fact  that  the  Board  had  too  many 
duti«3  placed  upon  its  shoulders  ?  If  it 
had  too  many  duties  imposed  upon  it, 
why  was  not  that  stated  to  the  House, 
and  why  did  not  the  Board  refuse  to  do 
the  duties,  and  why  were  not  those 
dutie>s  handed  over  to  some  other  De- 
purtnient?  But  if,  as  was  believed  in 
Ireland,  the  whole  system  was  wrong, 
and  that  the  men  at  the  head  of  it  were 
unable  to  discharge  the  duties  entrusted 
to  them  through  not  having  been  trained 
to  the  work,  and  if  they  had  no  mean.s 
of  grasping  or  dealing  with  the  dilK- 
culties  of  their  position,  why  was  not 
some  elfort  made  by  the  Qovernmont  to 
dear  them  all  away,  bag  and  baggage, 
and  establish  in  their  place  some  cheap 
and  fast  method  of  deaUng  with  this 
matter  ?  As  to  the  system  of  inspection 
in  connection  with  the  improvement 
works  carried  on,  he  remembered  that 
large  loans  were  obtained  from  the 
Treasury  through  that  Board  in  l87>J-80, 
when  the  landlords  in  Ireland  were  so 
exceptionally  favoured  as  to  get  at  a 
nominal  interest  very  large  loans,  osten- 
sibly for  the  purpose  of  giving  some 
employment  to  people  in  the  country, 
but  really  for  the  purpose  of  improving 
their  own  property.  Clases  were  nume- 
rous where  people  could  point  out  that 
landed  proprietors  in  Ireland  were  taking 
large  sums  of  money  from  this  Depart- 
ment to  elfact  certain  improvements  on 
their  land,  and  that  not  a  single  Irf.  of 
the  money  had  ever  been  expended  for 
the  purjiose  for  which  it  had  been  ob- 
tained. They  were  able  to  get  from  the 
Treasury  money  at  the  rato  of  I   per 


cent ;  but  they  used  it  for  whatever  pur- 
poses they  chose.  He  challenged  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  deny  that  half  the  money  that 
had  been  so  raised  was  applied  to  the 
l)iirposes  for  which  it  was  lent  by  the 
House.  There  was  not  a  county  or  dis- 
trict in  Ireland  where  the  people  could 
not  tell  them  that  landlords  living  there 
had  obtained  loans  for  the  drainage  and 
improvement  of  their  properties ;  but 
that  not  a  single  \d.  of  the  loans  had 
been  expended  with  that  object.  Some- 
times a  slight  pretext  was  made  of  doing 
something ;  a  few  holes  were  dug  in  the 
ground  here  and  there  in  which  to  plant 
trees  ;  but  the  trees  were  never  planted, 
the  holes  remaining  unfilled.  Every- 
thing that  the  Board  touched  it  cor- 
rupted. There  was  no  Board  in  Ireland 
more  odious  to  the  people,  not  because 
of  the  political  influence  it  had,  not  be- 
cause of  any  olijection,  personal  or  other- 
wise, they  had  to  the  men — thoy  were 
mere  nobodies,  so  far  as  the  people  were 
concerned — but  because  any  measure 
which  passed  through  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  which  had  any  connection 
with  money,  was  sure  to  be  oonsigued  to 
limbo  by  the  Board  of  Works. 

Ma.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  asked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  if  he  could 
now  say  wiiat  had  been  the  result  of  tho 
survey  of  the  basin  of  the  Barrow,  which 
had  been  in  the  hands  of  the  Board  of 
Works  for  a  long  time  ?  Tho  valuation 
hnd  now  boon  received,  and  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasur}'  had  promised  that 
it  should  be  laid  on  the  Table  almost 
immediately. 

Mk.  PARNELL  :  Can  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman state  the  substance  of  the  Re- 
port ? 

Mb.  COURTNEY  was  sorry  to  say 
that  the  matter  was  in  a  very  unsatis- 
factory position.  Mr.  Fitzgerald  had 
not  done  all  the  work  expected  from 
him.  He  had  a  letter  from  that  gen- 
tleman addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Office  of  Public  Works,  and  dated  the 
15th  of  this  month.  Mr.  Fitzgerald 
said — 

"  In  reply  to  your  letter  received  on  the  Hth 
instant,  I  can  only  repent  wliAt  I  have  before 
informed  you — namely,  tho  impossibility  of  my 
naming  the  time  for  the  completion  of  my 
valuation." 

The  fault,  therefore,  was  not  with  the 
Office  of  the  Board  of  Works,  but  with 
Mr.  Fitzgerald,  who  was  not  a  GoTeri)< 
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ment  o£5oia1,  as  the  hon.  Gentleman 
knew.  It  would  he  impossible  to  Lave 
thd  Iteport  ready  to  lay  before  the  House 
before  tbo  end  of  the  Session.  The 
Board  of  Works  wore  pressing  the  mat- 
ter forward ;  but  the  situation  was  most 
unfortunate. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  asked 
■whether  the  Board  of  Works  would  still 
contiiiuo  to  defiT  action  until  they  got 
the  completion  of  the  valuation  by  Mr. 
Fitzgerald,  or  whether  they  would  tnko 
some  steps  to  prevent  the  devastation  by 
the  autumn  floods,  which  were  very  often 
more  injurious  to  the  property  of  the 
river  side  population  than  tho  winter 
floods  themselves  ?  The  amount  of  de- 
vastation last  year  and  the  year  before 
along  the  Barrow  was  almost  incredible 
to  those  who  did  not  actually  see  it ;  and, 
therefore,  it  seemed  a  little  unreasonable 
that  important  work  should  be  delayed 
for  a  mere  valuation  Return. 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  he  ought,  in 
justice  to  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  to  say  that  in 
his  letter  he  explained  that  ho  had  been 
interrupted  in  the  preparation  of  his 
valuation ;  he  had  had,  for  instance,  to 
attend  before  a  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Lords,  and  do  other  things.  The  hon. 
Member  (Mr.  A.  O'Connor)  asked  him 
(Mr.  Courtney)  whether  they  could  not 
take  action  before  the  valuation  was 
completed.  He  (Mr.  Courtney)  was 
afraid  the  question  of  money  was  an 
essential  matter,  a  more  essential  element 
than  what  should  bo  done.  What  should 
be  the  range  of  the  work,  and,  of  course, 
what  contracts  should  be  accepted  to- 
wards doing  the  work,  depended  entirely 
upon  the  cost  of  the  work. 

Mil.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  said,  the 
ton.  Gentleman  knew  the  range  of 
the  work,  because  the  survey  was  com- 
plete. 

Mb.  COURTNEY  soid,  that  the  sur- 
vey had,  no  doubt,  been  completed ;  but 
if  the  work  would  involve  the  expendi- 
ture of  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  it 
might  be  necessary  to  submit  a  smaller 
plan.  Ho  said  this,  however,  to  show 
that,  in  tho  absence  of  a  valuation, 
it  was  impossible  to  take  action.  He 
regretted  the  situation  e.ttrcmely. 

Mk.  DAWSON  said,  that  in  this 
Vote  there  was  un  item  of  £300,  which 
represented  the  salary  of  "  the  supeiin- 
teudent  of  fuel  and  light,"  Was  this 
superintendent  the  man  who  looked  after 
the  fires  ? 

Mr.  Courtnty 


Mb.  COURTNEY  explained  that  the 
Board  euppUed  the  fuel  and  light  for  all 
the  Government  Establishments. 

Mil.  DAWSON  thought  that  a  salary 
of  £300  for  a  man  to  keep  an  account  of 
the  coals  used,  and  to  attend  to  the 
lights  of  tho  oitlces,  was  rather  exor- 
bitant. 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  the  man  was 
in  charge  of  a  very  largo  Department. 
If  tho  Committee  considered  that  tho 
Board  of  Works  had  to  look  after  the 
Viceregal  Lodge,  and  all  the  Public  De- 
partments in  Dublin,  they  must  come 
to  tho  conclusion  tliat  this  superinten- 
dent had  very  considerable  functions. 
Ho  had  to  see  that  the  w^ntracts  for 
coals  were  fairly  carried  out,  and  gene- 
rally had  to  superintend  the  lighting 
and  firing. 

Mr.  DAWSON  pointed  out  that  under 
the  Chief  Secretary's  Vote  £1,455  was 
allowed  for  fuel  and  light.  Why,  ho 
asked,  should  a  man  be  paid  £300  a-yoar 
for  keeping  an  account  of  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary's ooal  ? 

Mn.  COURTNEY  said,  that  the  super- 
iutendent's  duty  was  to  see  to  the  supply 
of  coals  and  light. 

Mr.  KENNY  noticed  an  item  in  tho 
Vote  ari.sing  out  of  the  Report  of  the 
Board  of  Works  upon  the  piers  on  tho 
Shannon.  A  Bill  dealing  with  those 
piers  was  before  the  House ;  but  he  saw 
that  Notice  of  opposition  to  it  had  been 
given.  Ho  would  like  to  know  whether 
the  Secretary  to  tho  Treasury  (Mr. 
Courtney),  who,  he  understood,  had 
been  in  commiinication  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Limerick  (Mr.  Synan)  in 
regard  to  the  matter,  would  consent  to 
refer  the  Bill  to  a  Select  Committee,  in 
the  event  of  the  Notice  of  opposition 
being  withdrawn  ? 

Mil.  COURTNEY  said,  he  had  been 
in  communication  with  the  hon.  Member 
for  Limerick  as  to  referring  the  Bill  to  a 
Select  Committee.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man wanted  half  the  Members  of  the 
Committee  to  be  Irish  Members,  and  he 
(Mr.  Courtney)  expressed  his  willing- 
ness to  agree  to  that  arrangement. 
The  hon.  Gentleman,  however,  told  him 
that  ho  had  been  in  communication  with 
tho  hon.  Member  for  Cavan  (Mr.  Biggar), 
and  ho  refused  to  remove  his  block  to 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  KENNY  asked  whether  the  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Courtney)  would  send 
the  Bill  to  a  Select  Oommittoo  if  the 


■181 


Suffiif—Cha 


( JUI.T  23,  1884)  Stnitt  E$liw»aUt. 


m 


haa.  Member  for  Caran  were  indaoed  to 
withdraw  the  block  ? 

Mb.  COUHTNEY  said,  he  would  do 
so  if  the  Seesion  were  not  too  far  ad- 

▼ftDCOd 

Mb.  AETHUB  O'CONNOB  said,  he 
did  not  wish  to  detain  the  Committee 
unduly ;  but  the  question  of  the  Barrow 
drainage  was  one  of  immense  import- 
ance to  half  of  the  people  he  repre- 
sented. Tens  of  thousands  of  acres 
were  devastated  year  after  year  by 
reason  of  the  neglect  of  the  authorities 
to  take  this  matter  in  band.  Months 
Ago  the  Board  of  Works  came  to  an 
agreement  with  a  number  of  representa- 
tiTe  gentlemen  in  Eoldare,  King'sGounty, 
and  Queen's  Ckiunty ;  and  according  to 
that  agreement  several  hundreds  of 
pounds  were  collected  which  were  to  go 
in  part  payment  of  the  expenses  of  the 
Borvey,  with  a  view  to  some  action  being 
taken  by  the  Board  of  Works  to  miti- 
gate the  damage  done  by  the  floods. 
The  collection  of  the  money  was  a  very 
serious  tax  upon  the  people  impoverished 
by  these  annual  losses.  At  any  rate, 
the  money  was  collected,  the  survey  was 
completed,  and  a  Report  with  regard  to 
it  had  been  sent  in.  The  valuation  which 
Mr.  Fitzgerald  was  making  was  not  at  all 
essential  to  the  carrying  out  of  the  work. 
It  might  be  very  interesting,  in  a  finan- 
cial point  of  view,  to  the  officials  of  the 
Treasury ;  but  it  did  not  at  all  go  to  the 
essence  of  the  claim.  The  decision  of 
the  surveyors,  as  to  the  mode  in  which 
the  drainage  should  be  carried  on,  was 
altogether  independent  of  the  valuation 
to  be  made  by  Mr.  Fitzgerald.  He 
asked  the  hon.  Qentleman  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  to  state,  for  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  tenants  and  the  landowners 
of  the  three  counties — Kildare,  King's 
County,  and  Queen's  County — what  was 
the  scheme  which  the  surveyors  advised ; 
what  was  the  system  of  drainage  to  be 
adopted,  and  what  was  the  area  to  be 
affected  by  the  scheme,  apart  alto- 
gether from  the  valuation  of  Mr.  Fitz- 
gerald ? 

Mb.  MOLLOY  said,  he  had  several 
times  brought  the  matter  before  the 
House  by  Question  and  otherwise,  in  the 
hope  of  inducing  the  Government  to 
settle  the  matter.  He  fully  endorsed 
all  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Queen's  County  (Mr.  A.  O'Connor) 
had  said  regarding  it.  Up  to  the  pre- 
sent nothing  whatever  had  been  done ; 


but  he  (Mr.  MoUoy)  and  his  h<m.  Friend 
were  inundated  year  after  year  with 
complaints  from  the  tenants  of  the  dis- 
trict. It  was  only  fair  that  some  satis- 
factory answer  should  be  given  to  the 
question  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Queen's 
County. 

Mb.  C0T7BTNEY  said,  he  had  told 
the  Committee  with  the  utmost  frank- 
ness how  the  matter  stood.  As  far  as 
the  survey  had  been  made  it  had  come 
before  him;  but  until  the  matter  was 
complete  he  could  not  give  the  informa- 
tion as  to  the  scheme  which  the  hon. 
Member  for  Queen's  County  (Mr.  A. 
Connor)  asked  for.  The  hon.  Qentle- 
man must  admit  that  the  blame  could 
not  be  put  on  the  Board  of  Works,  or 
on  the  Qovemment.  The  Government 
were  quite  conscious  of  the  importance 
of  the  work,  and  it  should  be  pressed 
forward.  As  he  had  already  explained, 
the  delay  rested  with  Mr.  Fitzgerald; 
but  he  still  hoped  to  be  able,  before  the 
end  of  the  Session,  to  make  a  definite 
statement.  At  present  he  could  not  say 
what  would  be  done. 

Mb.  AETHDR  O'CONNOR  said, 
that  all  he  would  ask  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man was,  whether  he  would  lay  on  the 
Table  of  the  House  the  Report  sent  in 
by  the  surveyor  of  the  Board  of  Works 
without  waiting  for  the  valuation  by  Mr. 
Fitzgerald  ? 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  he  would 
communicate  with  the  Board  on  the 
subject. 

Mb.  HARRINGTON  wished  to  ask  a 
question  with  regard  to  the  Inspectors, 
'rhere  were  36  Inspectors  charged  for  at 
a  salary  of  £300  each.  Had  the  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Courtney)  any  know- 
ledge of  the  disposition  of  the  Inspec- 
tors? Were  they  merely  gentlemen 
who  lived  in  different  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, away  from  the  control  of  the  OfiSce, 
or  had  they  certain  districts  assigned  to 
them,  or  did  they  go  from  one  part  of 
the  country  to  another  according  as  they 
were  ordered? 

Mb.  gray  said,  that  within  the  last 
two  or  three  months  15  additional  In- 
spectors had  been  appointed.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
was  asked  some  Questions  in  the  House 
about  the  appointments  which  attracted 
some  attention  at  the  time  in  Dublin. 
He  believed  that  15  young  gentlemen 
were  appointed  at  a  salary  of  £300 
a-year  each.    Perhaps  the  Secretary  to 
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the  Treasury  would  say  what  the  Inspec- 
tors were  suppoBed  to  Jo. 

Mb.  COUKTNEY  said,  he  had  not 
the  tfthlea  by  him  ;  but  the  number  of 
Inspectors  was  increased  to  meet  the 
demands  made  by  hon.  Members  on  that 
side  of  the  House  that  the  working  of  the 
Land  Act  of  1881  nhould  not  bo  in  ar- 
rear.  Thirty- six  was  the  full  number 
of  Inspectors,  and  it  was  sufficiently 
largo  to  prevent  any  arrear  in  the  con- 
sideration of  the  applications  for  loans. 
The  Inspectors  were  placed  in  dill'ereut 
parts  of  the  country  in  a  way  that  there 
phould  ho  no  overlapping  of  jurisdiction. 

Mr.  GEAY  said,  that,  as  to  the  new 
appointments,  he  wished  to  ask  the  hon. 
Gentleman  whether  any  public  notifica- 
tion was  made,  so  as  to  ensure,  as  far  as 
possible,  that  the  most  oompetont  men 
would  apply?  Was  any  test  of  fitness  ap- 
plied to  the  candidates  ?  If  so,  what  ?  llad 
the  gentlemen  appointed  any  professional 
qualification  ?  Was  there  any  exami- 
nation, or  any  test  of  any  kind,  lieyond 
the  religious  test? — because,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  gentlemen  appointed  were 
Protestants.  Was  it  true  that  profes- 
sional men,  having,  by  accident,  heard 
of  the  vacancies,  applied,  but  were  re- 
jected, while  uuijualified  men  were  ap- 
pointed ?  Wore  the  appointments  so 
urgent  that  no  public  notification  could 
be  given? 

Mil.  (X)URTNEY  said,  he  was  afraid 
he  could  not  answer  what  qualifications 
were  recjuired.  Ho  did  not  make  the 
appointments,  as  the  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Gray)  well  knew.  He  (Mr.  Court- 
ney) knew,  however,  that  a  very  larj^o 
number  of  applications  were  sent  in, 
and  he  thought  the  appointments  wore 
made  by  the  Board  of  Works ;  but  he 
was  not  sure. 

Mr.  gray  said,  he  was  rather 
anxious  to  ascertain  something  about 
the  matter,  and  he  had  not  got  at  the 
bottom  of  it  yet.  AVas  there  any  public 
notification  givt^n  of  the  vacancies? 
Was  there  any  test  applied,  either  the 
test  of  professional  qualification  or  the 
test  of  examination  ?  What  were  the 
special  qualifications  for  the  post  of 
Inspectors  ?  Were  the  appointments 
thrown  open  in  any  way  to  the  public  ? 
Was  the  list  of  applications  a  private 
list  ?  How  could  one  got  at  the  list  ? 
And  when  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Courtney)  said  he  did  not  make  the  ap- 
pointments, were  not  the  appointmonta, 

2£r.  Oray 


as  a  matter  of  fact,  subject  to  the  ap^ 
provnl  of  the  Treasury  ?  With  regard 
to  the  Board  of  Works,  he  did  not  in- 
tend to  go  into  the  details  which  had 
been  fully  discussed  by  other  hon. 
Members ;  but  he  thought  this  debate 
had  shown  the  anomalous  position  of 
this  most  important,  perhaps  the  most 
important  Irish  Department  which  had 
the  administration  of  a  large  number  of 
important  Acts  of  Parliament,  the  good 
administration  of  which  was  almost  vital 
to  tlie  welfare  of  the  country.  The 
Board  was  not  represented  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  except  by  on  official  of 
the  English  Treasury,  who,  when  he 
was  asked  as  to  certain  appointments, 
said  ho  did  not  make  them.  Who  did 
make  the  a])pointment8  ?  Could  the 
Board  of  Works  perform  the  smallest 
administrative  act  without  sending  over 
to  the  Treasury  and  getting  the  sanction 
of  "  my  Lords  ?  "  The  Board  was  used 
as  a  mere  buffer  of  the  Treasury  to  keep 
off  important  Irish  demands.  It  was, 
and  is  at  this  moment,  an  oflf-shoot  of 
the  English  Treasury ;  it  had  no  real 
powfr,  no  Representative  in  the  House 
of  Commons  ;  it  had  no  kind  of  responsi- 
bility. The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
would  not  pretend  seriously  that  he 
could  be  conversant  with  all  the  details 
of  this  great  Irish  Department.  As  to 
tbe  cost  of  the  Board,  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  justly  enough  said  it  was  im- 
possible to  compare  the  Irish  Board  of 
Works  with  the  English  Board  of  Works, 
because  the  Irish  Board  was  so  enor- 
mously more  important  and  had  so  much 
greater  duties  to  perform.  Yet  the 
English  Board  of  Works  was  invariably 
represented  in  the  House  by  an  official 
ready  to  answer  for  every  act  of  tiio 
Department ;  but  the  Irish  Board  of 
Works,  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Courtney)  very  truly  contended  was  so 
much  more  important,  was  not  repre- 
sented in  the  House  except  by  an  oflicial 
of  the  Treasury,  who  told  the  Committee 
he  bad  nothing  to  do  with  certain  ap- 
pointments. Who  had  to  do  with  them  ; 
and  why  were  the  appointments  mads 
in  .such  an  extraordinary  fashion  ?  The 
mode  of  the  appointments  created  the 
greatest  possible  discontent  and  the 
greatest  possible  disgust  in  Ireland  ;  and, 
therefore,  the  Committee  were  entitled 
to  some  explanation.  The  question  did 
not  come  on  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Se- 
cretary to  the  Treasury  by  surprise,  be* 
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oanse  it  had  hocn  raisod  in  the  House 
once  Lefore  during  the  Session.  Of 
course,  ns  usual,  the  huu.  Gentleman  did 
not  know  anything  about  the  religion  of 
the  gentlemen  appointed:  but  ho  (Mr. 
Gray  1  knew  that  they  wore  all,  as  he  had 
described,  Protestants.  Ho  could  not 
understand  why,  if  the  oppointmeuts 
■were  intended  to  be  properly  made,  they 
•were    made  in  such  a  hurry,   with    no 

I  notification  given,  with  no  fair  play  given 

[to  those  who  might  desire  to  compete 
upon  their  individual  merit?. 

'  Mr.  COUETNEY  said,  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman was  perfectly  entitled  to  ask 
these  questions  ;    but  he  was  not  iu  a 

[position  to  answer  them.  He  did  not 
think  there  was  any  ground  for  the  im- 
putation made  in  the  selection  of  the 
Inspectors :  but  he  would  make  in- 
quiries and  give  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
i'ullest   information  if  he   would  put  a 

I  Question  down  for  Monday  next.  L^""- 
Hr.\ly  :  Postpone  the  Vote.]  He  knew 
thnt  a  large  number  of  tlie  Inspectors 
■were  necessarily  appointed  on  short  uo- 

I  tiee  in  order  to  fulQl  the  condition  of 
rking  the   business  with  expedition, 
"ch  no  ono  was  more  energetic  in  de- 
fi&nding   than    the    hon.   Member   for 
Monaghan  (Mr.  Hoaly"). 

Mr.  HAKRINGTON  said,  the  hon. 
Qentlemaa  (Mr.  Courtney)  had  just 
touched  on  the  question  which  he  (Mr. 
Harrington)  raised  a  few  moments  ago 
— namely,  the  question  of  the  position 
of  the  Inspectors.  It  was  quite  evident 
from  the  hon.  Gentleman's  reply  that 
he  did  not  know  what  the  precise  posi- 

ition  of  the  Inspectors  was.     He  would 

'tell  tho  hon.  Gentleman  why  it  was  l»e 
asked  the  question.  In  all  there  were 
38  Inspectors,  or  iu  other  words,  more 
Inspectors  than  there  were  counties  in 

I  Ireland.     If  the  men  were  distributed 

lover  the  districts  of  Ireland  and  eon- 
trolled  by   some   Central   Authority  in 

(Dublin  it  would  be  very  easy  for  them 
to  inspect  the  country.  But  what  was 
the  fact  ?     He  happened  to  know  ii  few 

[of   the   gentlemen   who    had  been   ap- 

Ipoiuted.  Tliey  wore  yousg  gentlemen 
just  fresh  from  school.     They  were  sons 

lof  landowners  in  Kerry  ;  and  he  had 
never  known  them  to  disciiargo  the  duty 
in  connection  with  the  work  of  tho  Office. 

[Possibly  when  they  went  out   to  hunt 

fthey  might  take  a  valuation  in  the  way ; 
but,  for  all  the  people  knew  of  them, 
while  they  were  receiving  a  salary  from 


the  Board  of  Work.s,  they  were  living 
at  home  in  their  fathers'  houses.  Their 
absence  from  home  was  certainly  never 
noticed  by  those  who  lived  in  the  lo- 
cality. If  it  was  a  fact  thnt  there  was 
no  control  over  the  movements  of  these 
men,  if  there  was  no  system  for  employ- 
ing their  industry  and  directing  their 
energies,  could  not  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  take  the  Department  in 
hand  and  devise  some  means  by  which 
it  could  be  shown  what  value  in  work 
was  given  for  the  amount  expended? 
From  the  manner  in  which  the  appoint- 
ments were  made,  it  was  apparent  that 
they  were  used  for  political  purposes 
merely;  they  were  mere  jobs,  they  wore 
not  open  to  public  competition,  there 
was  no  test  by  examination,  no  special 
knowledge,  and,  so  far  as  he  knew,  no 
education  required ;  if  a  man  could 
write  a  letter,  then,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  he  was  deemed  oblo  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  the  post.  Ho  was 
not  aware  that  the  Department  exacted 
any  duties  at  all  from  some  of  them. 
Surely  tho  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
might  well  be  asked  to  demand  some 
test  of  qualiScation  from  those  who 
sought  employment  in  the  Department, 
and  some  security  that  those  appointed 
should  really  perform  their  duties. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  to  the  ques- 
tion of  the  hon.  Member  for  Oarlow 
(Mr.  ttray),  as  to  the  method  of  ap- 
jiointiuont,  ho  had  only  to  answer  that 
he  would  make  inquiries  ;  but  upon  the 
point  raised  by  tho  hon.  Member  for 
Westmeath  (Mr.  Harriugtou)  he  could 
throw  some  light — namely,  the  amount 
of  work.  During  188.'1  applications 
were  received  Btoadily  at  the  average 
rate  of  86  per  woek ;  C  H  cases  were 
sent  up  for  inquiry,  and  in  the  result 
about  135  cases  on  lui  average  wont 
through  the  hands  of  each  Inspector  in 
the  course  of  the  year,  added  to  which 
were  106  cases  of  works  in  progress  for 
which  certilicatea  wore  issued.  An  aver- 
age of  -136  visits  to  diffarent  holdings 
had  to  be  made ;  nnd  taking  this  into 
consideration  with  the  large  amount  of 
olFieo  work,  several  visits  to  dilibront 
works  had  to  bo  made  by  an  Inspector 
each  day,  so  tho  amount  of  work  was 
considerable — in  fact,  there  was  rather 
the  fear  that  the  work  would  be  scamped 
through  the  amount  having  to  be  dono 
than  that  the  work  was  iusuiEoieut  to 
occupy  the  raea'8>time. 
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Mr.  gray  said,  this  scarcely  indi- 
catod  the  amount  of  work,  becnuss,  in  a 
great  many  cases,  tho  inspection  had  re- 
ference only  to  the  building  of  a  cottage  or 
the  draining  of  a  field,  and  sueji  matters 
aa  would  occupy  a  competent  man  only  a 
few  minutes  on  a  visit,  during  which  he 
would  see,  in  a  very  short  time,  if  th«? 
■work  was  practic^al  or  not.  Wliy,  a  pro- 
fessional architect,  in  large  practice, 
could  make  a  score  of  visits  to  buildings 
in  progress  during  a  day.  So  there  was 
not  much  information  in  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman's answer.  But,  so  far  as  he  was 
concerned,  he  was  quite  content  with 
the  assurance  that  tho  information  he 
had  asked  for  should  be  forthcoming. 
He  would  ask  the  Committee  to  observe, 
as  an  example  of  the  dilfurent  manner 
in  which  two  great  Dopartment.s  were 
conducted  in  England  and  in  Ireland, 
how  readily  an  English  Member  could 
obtain  information  in  regard  to  matters 
connected  with  the  Department  over 
which  the  First  Commissioner  of  Works 
(Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre)  presided.  Upon  a 
question  of  a  glass  door  in  any  part  of 
tho  building,  upon  the  trimming  of  a 
lamp,  upon  a  (|iiet>lion  of  drainage  in  the 
neighbourhood,  or  if  there  was  a  fear  the 
head  of  tho  statue  of  tho  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington would  be  turned  the  wrong  way, 
the  First  Commissioner  of  Works  could 
give  a  reasonably  full  e.xplanation,  be- 
cause he  was  possessed  of  personal  know- 
ledge of  the  facts ;  but  uialters  of  great 
importance  in  Ireland  could  only  be 
known  to  officials  by  way  of  more  report ; 
they  had  no  personal  knowledge  at  all. 
There  was  no  per.son  in  tho  House  who 
was  prepared  with  the  knowledge  to 
give  Irish  Members  satisfactory  iufor- 
mation  on  matters,  perhaps,  of  rjuite  as 
much  iraportan<-e  as  the  head  of  the 
Duke  of  Wellington,  or  an  evil  smell  iu 
tho  neighbourhood  of  the  House  of 
Commons. 

Mb.  UEALY  said,  he  thought  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  had  made  a 
good  suggestion  in  proposing  to  postpone 
the  Vote  for  a  few  days. 

Mk.  COURTNEY  said,  Oh,  no;  ho 
bad  not  done  so. 

Mr.  HEALY  said,  he  was  sorry  to 
find  himself  mistaken,  for  tho  sugges- 
tion struck  him  a?  being  an  admirable 
one  ;  and  he  did  not  exactly  see  how  they 
could  arrive  at  a  solution  of  the  difficulty 
■without  a  postponement.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Carlow  (Mr.  Gray)  had  aeked  for 


information,  which  tho  Secretary  to  tho 
Treasury  said  should  be  supplied  on 
Monday  ;  but  ho  should  like  to  know  of 
what  avail  would  it  be  when  they  had 
lost  all  grip  of  the  Vote?  AA'ith  all  re- 
spect, he  ventured  to  say  En:^li^'ll  Mem- 
bers would  not  be  treated  in  that  way ; 
he  should  like  to  see  such  an  nttompt 
made.  His  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Gray)  had 
done  extremely  good  service  in  calling 
attention  to  the  Vote.  On  a  former  oc- 
casion it  had  been  pointed  out  how  tho 
staff  expenses  were  £1  to  give  10.».  to  a 
farmer;  and,  for  all  that  was  known,  it 
was  costing  £1  10.t.  for  each  Hin.  ad- 
vanced. In  all  these  systems  there  was 
always  one  class  gained  largely,  the 
Iri.sh  officials ;  in  fact,  it  was  a  system 
of  outdoor  relief  of  officials  from 
the  Orange  class ;  it  was  nothing  less 
than  so  much  money  spent  to  keep  them 
from  the  poorhouso.  The  money  was 
voted, and  these  gentlemen  gotthe  benefit 
of  tho  jobs.  The  new  head  of  tho  I)e- 
partment,  General  Sankey,  was  as  com- 
pletely in  the  hands  of  the  permanent 
officials  of  Ireland  as.  his  predecessor 
was,  and  played  into  the  hands  of  the 
worst  gang  of  such  there  could  be.  Why 
should  not  officialshe  appointed  with  some 
regord  to  the  general  condition  of  classes 
in  Ireland?  Was  it  not  the  fact  that 
all  these  particular  appointments  fell  to 
menofoneparticular  class,  notwithstond- 
iug  the  large  majority  of  the  population 
were  Catholics  and  Notionalists?  If  in 
using  tho  dice  a  player  turned  up  sixes 
19  times  out  of  20  they  naturolly  sus- 
pected tho  gentleman  who  had  such  ex- 
traordinary good  luck.  Let  tho  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  be  reasonable  and 
postpone  the  Vote.  How  could  they  vote 
money  with  calm  consciences  knowing 
how  the  money  was  wasted  ?  In  one 
instance  recently  brought  to  light,  in 
reference  to  a  contract  for  building  a 
pier,  the  work  done  was  80  feet  when 
the  contract  was  for  100  feet.  The  con- 
tractor found  tho  work  more  diiticult 
than  he  expected,  that  the  ground  w«a 
soft,  that  there  was  a  bog,  or  an  earth- 
quake, or  something  else  in  the  way  ;  ho 
told  his  tale  to  tho  Department,  and  the 
reply  was — "  All  right,  by  boy,  never 
mind  ;  here  is  the  money  for  the  wholo 
100  feet !  "  This  was  the  case  with  the 
Teelin  Pier  in  Donegal.  And  having 
shoved  out  the  pier  into  the  sea  no  roads 
were  made  to  approach  it,  and  there  was 
Bome  £600  or  £700  put  into  the  eea  and 
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■useless,  £1,000  of  it  from  the  Canadian 
Fund,  and  £1,000  advanced  by  an  un- 
fortunate neighbouring  land  owner. 
Why.  if  such  a  state  of  thini^s  existed 
in  relation  to  nn  EngliRh  Vote  there 
■would  be  a  revolution  in  the  Committee, 
and,  in  spite  of  the  Caucus,  Radical 
Members  would  vote  against  the  Go- 
vernment. That  was  a  strong  state- 
ment, but  thii  faots  were  strong.  Here 
was  a  great  institution  like  the  Board 
of  Works  absolutely  irresponsible,  go- 
verned by  a  gentleman  imported  from 
Bombay,  odniinistered  by  a  staff  of 
members  of  Orange  Lodges,  of  greater 
age  than  would  be  allowed  in  any  other 
Di'partment,  and  with  officials  who  could 
spend  their  time  attending  Emergency 
■ales  when  they  ought  to  be  at  work  in 
Dublin  Castle.  One  gentleman  was  se- 
cretary to  an  Orange  Lodge,  local  secre- 
tary for  two  Insurance  Associations,  and 
painted  over  his  door  "auctioneer  and 
valuer,"  and  as  such  attended  to  buy 
cattle  at  Emergency  sales.  In  point  of 
fact,  tho  office  was  an  official  Orange 
Lodgo  as  much  as  that  presided  over 
by  Mr.  De  Carlyn  at  Belfast,  members 
attended  their  Lodge  for  convivial  pur- 
poses at  night,  and  attended  the  official 
Lodgo  for  which  they  were  paid  in  the 
day.  Why  was  this  not  reformed  ? 
Years  ago  a  Committee  made  inquiry 
Bud  recomraendalions,  then,  after  six 
years.  Colonel  il'Kerlie  was  got  rid  of — 
he  was  Sir  Sometliing  SI'Kerlio  now, 
though  why  he  was  knighted  it  was 
difficult  to  conceive — and  now  there  was 
General  Sankoy  in  his  place.  But  only 
the  men  were  changed,  not  the  system. 
The  Department  had  important  duties 
to  discharge  under  the  Land  Act.  It 
could  give  enormous  assistance  to  tho 
fiidiing  industry  in  regard  to  the  erection 
of  piers ;  but  it  continued  in  creating 
irritation  to  fester  all  over  the  country. 
He  had  a  correspondence  between  a 
solioitor  and  the  Board  of  Works  which 
■was  sufficient  to  make  a  horse  laugh. 
It  had  reference  to  some  application  for 
a  loan  by  a  tenant ;  but  tho  corrospond- 
enco  was  too  long  to  read  it  to  tho 
Committee.  In  the  first  place  there 
■was  the  application  for  the  loan,  and  the 
applicant  waited  six  weeks,  and  no  re- 
ply came.  Then  he  wrote  again  saying 
he  had  sent  a  letter.  Tho  Board  after 
a  week  or  two  replied,  asking  for  a  copy 
of  the  letter.  A  week  or  two  more  passed 
and  the  solioitor  wrote  again,  and  after 


another  interval  the  Eoard  of  Works 
asked  for  the  date  of  the  communica- 
tion, and,  tbnt  being  furnished,  thoy 
again  replied  saying  the  letter  had  been 
mislaid  and  asked  for  another  copy. 
This  was  so  absurd,  so  altogether  ridi- 
culous, that  people  would  scarcely  be- 
lieve it  ;  but  he  hud  the  very  corrosi)oiid- 
once  sent  [to  him  by  the  solicitor.  This 
was  the  state  of  things,  and  tho  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  asked  for  the  Vote 
for  these  most  efficient  officers.  Colonels, 
Generals,  Grand  Masters  of  Orango  and 
Masonic  Lodges.who  did  nothing.  Every 
year  was  tho  Voto  asked  for,  year  by 
year  was  the  same  "hueaudcry"  raised, 
and  there  was  no  more  suggestion  of 
reform  than  there  was  years  ago. 

Question  put. 

Tho  Committee  divided  : — Ayes  61  ; 
Noes  12  :  Majority  'lO.  —  (Div.  List., 
No.  175.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  tho  Resolutions  bo  reported  to 
tho  House." — {Mr.  Courlney.) 

Mr.  WAETON  asked  when  the  ne.xt 
Vote  in  the  Class  was  proposed  to  be 
taken  ?  It  seemed  to  have  relation  to  a 
similar  subject — Irish  buildings. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  he  had  hoped 
to  take  it  immediately  after  the  Vote 
just  passed,  discussion  would  range  over 
the  same  topics ;  but  ho  was  afraid  ob- 
jection would  be  taken  to  proceeding  fur- 
ther now.  To-morrow  he  proposed  to  re- 
sume nt  the  point  the  Committee  left  off. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  said,  ho 
proposed  to  make  some  observations 
upon  the  next  Vote,  which  he  would 
not  have  been  in  Order  in  making  on 
the  Board  of  Works  Vote. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Resolutions  to  be  ropoited  To-morrow. 

Committee  to  eit  again  To-morrow. 

SUPPLY.— REPORT. 

Resolutions  [July  21]  reporUd. 

Resolutions  1  to  5,  inclusive,  agretdto. 

Resolution  6 — 

"  That  a  mira,  not  oxcpedinp;  £23,dl8,  bo 
gfrantcd  to  Iter  Jlujeslv.  t"  coiiifpli'to  tho  auin 
necessary  to  defray  tho  Chftrjjo  which  will  como 
in  courso  of  payment  during  the  yojir  ending  on 
tho  3Ist  duy  of  March  1885,  for  iLo  8nluri»s 
and  Expenses  of  tho  Board  of  Supervision  for 
Kelief  of  the  Poor  and  for  Expenses  under  tho 
Public  Uealtb  and  Vaccination  Aot4,  including 
cprtnln  Grants  in  Aid  of  Local  Taxation  ia 
Scotland." 
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Mb.  FRASER-MAOKINTOSH  said, 
he  had  intended  to  call  attention  under 
this  Vote  to  the  case  of  an  Inspec- 
tor in  the  Highlands,  who  had  been  dis- 
missed under  circumstances  which  had 
given  rise  to  great  dissatisfaction.  This 
man  was  dismissed  not  for  incompetency 
or  irregularity ;  but  at  that  late  hour  he 
would  not  enter  on  the  subject.  He 
wished,  however,  to  ask  the  Lord  Ad- 
vocate whether  he  would  agree  to  give 
as  an  unopposed  Eetum,  a  list  of  all  who 
had  been  dismissed  by  the  Board  of 
Supervision  from  the  office  of  Inspector 
of  the  Poor,  together  with  the  reasons 
for  such  dismissals,  from  the  formation 
of  the  Board  to  the  present  date  ? 

The  LOED  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
BALFotTK)  replied,  that  at  that  moment 
he  did  not  see  any  reason  for  objecting 
to  give  the  Betum;  but  he  had  not 
known  until  that  evening  that  it  was  to 
be  moved  for,  and  perhaps  the  hon. 
Member  would  not  hold  him  absolutely 
bound  to  what  he  had  said. 

Eesolution  agrted  to. 

Bemaining  Besolutions  agreed  to. 

MAGISTEATES  (IRELAND)  SALARIES 
BILL.— [Bill  292.] 
{Mr.  Courtney,  Mr.  Trevelyan.) 
SECOND  BEADIMO. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Mr.  HEALY  said,  he  observed  that 
this  Bill  was  on  the  Paper  to-night,  and 
he  wished  to  ask  whether  the  Govern- 
ment intended  to  proceed  with  it;  and 
whether  the  Government  would  give 
some  information  with  respect  to  Mr. 
Clifford  Lloyd,  without  which  they  could 
not  proceed  with  the  Bill  ? 

Mb.  COUETNEY  said,  he  oould  not 
give  any  date  as  to  proceeding  with  the 
Bill,  nor  the  hour,  until  he  had  con- 
sulted with  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land ;  but  it  would  not  be  taken  at  an 
unreasonable  hour. 

Second  Beading  deferred  till  Thurtday. 

INFANTS  BILL.— [Bill  14.] 

(Xr.  Bryee,  Mr.  Eoraee  Davey,  Mr.  Anderson, 

Mr.  Staviley  Sill.) 

COMMITTEE. 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 
Mb.  TOMLINSON  moved  that  Pro- 
gress be  reported  on  the  ground  of  the 


importance  of  the  Amendments  to  be 
introduced  into  this  Bill,  and  the  fact 
that  several  Members  who  proposed 
Amendments  were  not  present. 

Mb.  WAETON  seconded  the  Motion 
on  the  grounds  given  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber, and  also  because  it  was  now  after 
2  o'clock,  and  the  House  had  to  meet 
again  at  12  o'clock. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Chairman  do  report  Pro- 
gress, and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — 
{Mr.  Tomlinton.) 

Mb.  BBYCE  said,  he  hoped  the  Com- 
mittee would  go  on  with  the  Bill,  for  a 
large  number  of  Members  had  come 
down  and  stayed  until  that  late  hour  to 
assist  in  bringing  the  Bill  to  a  close, 
and  he  should  be  sorry  that  they  should 
be  put  to  the  same  trouble  again.  If  it 
was  found  that  the  Bill  was  likely  to 
take  much  time.  Progress  could  then  be 
reported. 

The  ATTOBNEY  GENEEAL  (Sir 
Henby  James)  said,  he  was  quite  sensi- 
ble of  the  difficulty  of  proceeding  with 
the  BiU  at  that  hour ;  but  he  could  not 
help  feeling  that  there  were  many  Mem- 
bers who  had  come  down  for  that  ex- 
press purpose,  and  he  hoped  the  Com- 
mittee would  go  on  with  the  Bill  to 
some  extent. 

Mb.  B.  N.  fowler  (Lobd  Matob) 
said,  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
knew  that  this  Bill  had  been  put  down 
night  after  night,  and  had  brought  him 
down  every  night,  together  with  other 
Members.  He  did  not  complain  of  that, 
but  he  thought  they  were  entitled  to 
some  consideration. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided :  —  Ayes  5  ; 
Noes  60 :  Majority  55. — (Div.  List, 
No.  176.) 

Clause  1  agreed  to. 

Clause  2  (Father  and  mother  to  be 
joint  guardians). 

Mb.  INCE  moved  the  omission  of  the 
clause,  believing  it  to  be  inexpedient  to 
have  a  system  of  double  control  during 
the  lifetime  of  both  parents.  At  that 
hour  he  refrained  from  repeating  the 
argumeijt  which  had  been  brought  for- 
ward on  the  second  reading. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  aause  stand  part  of  tli« 
BilL" 
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Mr.  BRYCE  objected  to  the  proposed 
omission,  on  the  ground  that  the  pro- 
vision would  be  of  use  in  promotinp; 
domestic  happiness  by  giving  the  mother 
a  better  status  in  the  family,  that  of  full 
equality,  and  also  because  the  principle 
of  the  clause  had  received  a  considerable 
amount  of  support  from  the  public.  As 
many  as  150  Petitions,  with  1,"),000  sig- 
natures, had  been  presented  to  Parlia- 
ment in  favour  of  tho  principle  of  equal 
rights  between  husband  and  wife  in  the 
custody  of  their  children.  IlavinK  re- 
gard to  that,  he  should  bo  bound,  in 
spite  of  the  hostility  niauifcfited  to  the 
clause  in  the  House,  to  take  a  Division 
npon  the  Motion  ;  and  ho  hoped  that 
many  hon.  Members  would  give  him 
their  support. 

TnE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Hejtry  Jamks)  snid,  he  would  ask  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  whether  that 
was  a  wise  course  to  pursue?  If  he  took 
a  Division  he  would  plaoo  the  Bill  as  a 
whole  in  great  peril.  They  should  not 
discuss  the  principle  of  the  Bill  now,  the 
Bill  having  been  read  a  second  time. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  19; 
Noes  43 :  Majority  24. — (Div.  List, 
No.  177.) 

Clause  3  (Surviving  parent  to  be 
guardian). 

Mr.  INOE  said,  he  proposed  to  amend 
this  clause  in  order  to  carry  out  what 
had  been  the  prevalent  feeling  of  tho 
House  on  the  secood  reading.  The 
effoct  of  the  clause  would  be  that  nftor 
the  death  of  the  father  or  the  mother 
the  survivor  would  bo  the  guardian 
both  of  the  estate  and  of  the  person  of 
the  infant.  He  proposed  to  add  a  Pro- 
■viso  tho  object  of  which  was  that  if  there 
was  any  property  belonging  to  the  in- 
fant tho  father  should  have  power  to  ap- 
point B  guardian  of  the  estate  who  would 
not  interfere  iu  any  way  with  the 
mother's  appointment  of  a  guardian  of 
the  person,  or  with  the  mother  being  such 
guardian  herself.  Tho  appoiutment  of  a 
guardian  by  the  father  he  pro])08ed,  how- 
ever, should  only  come  into  etl'eot  iu  case 
the  iti other  married  again.  Ho  tlumght 
that  even  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
who  had  charge  of  the  Bill  would  admit 
that  he  was  not  unduly  interfering  with 
the  rights  of  the  mother.  In  a  caso 
where  there  was  properly  and  the  mother 
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married  again  he  thought  it  was  desir- 
able that  there  should  be  some  indepen- 
dent person  acting  in  the  father's  interest 
in  regard  to  the  estate. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  puja  1,  lino  12,  nftor  "  Guardiftn,"  add 
"  Provided,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  tho 
father  of  on  infant,  by  de&l  or  will,  to  appoint 
a  guardian  or  guardians  of  tho  estate  of  such 
infant,  but  such  appointment  shall  only  take 
effoct  ftftar  tho  father's  death,  and  as  agnin-it 
tho  mother  or  any  guardian  appointed  by  her 
under  tho  powers  of  this  Act  (if  »hu  shall  bo  the 
gurviving  parent)  in  the  eveat  of  her  marrying 
again." — {^Mr.  Iiiee.) 

Question  proposed,  ' '  That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

Mn.  FINDLATER  said,  that  although 
he  did  not  go  as  far  as  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend,  yet  he  supported  the 
principle  of  the  Bill ;  but  what  he  desired 
was  that  the  wife  should  not  be  tho  guar- 
dian of  tho  property.  Neither  the  traiu- 
ing  nor  the  education  of  the  wife  quali6ed 
her  for  a  position  of  that  kind,  and  he 
thought  it  would  be  very  undesirable 
that  she  should  have  its  management. 
He  was  quite  sure  that  the  hus- 
band, if  ho  appointed  n  guardian,  would 
not  be  able  to  get  anyone  who  would 
act  with  tho  wife ;  because  those  who 
had  had  experience  in  such  matters 
knew  that  it  was  very  difhcult  to  work 
with  a  woman  in  business  affairs  of 
this  nature.  As  the  Bill  stood  it  went 
very  far  indeed.  In  every  case  tho  wife 
was  to  be  the  guardian  of  the  infant's 
fortune,  and  it  seemed  very  hard  indeed 
that  the  only  privilege  left  to  tho  hus- 
band should  bo  to  appoint  a  guardian 
associated  with  his  wife.  Tho  husband 
in  most  cases  pronded  the  property,  and 
certainly  one  would  think  that  ho 
should  have  the  power  of  disposing 
of  that  property  as  he  wished,  and  of  ap- 
pointing any  person  he  chose  to  manage 
it.  At  all  events,  it'should  not  be  left  aa 
the  Amendment  proposed,  and  bethought 
in  no  case  should  the  wife  bo  made  the 
guardian  of  the  fortune. 

^\juendment  proposed  to  proposed 
Amendment,  to  leave  out  all  after  "in- 
fant," in  line  3. — ( J/r.  Findlater.) 

Mit.  .AUTUUll  O'CONNOR  said,  it 
seemed  to  him  that  tho  Amendment  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Uoutloman  ad 
amended,  or  without  the  Amendment 
last  moved,  would  introduce  a  change  in 
the  law  of  some  importance,  but  which 
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appeared  to  have  escaped  notice.  By 
the  Wills  Act  testameiitary  power  was 
taken  from  all  infants,  although  he  be- 
lieved that  undortho  Statute  of  Charles  II. 
infaptshad  the  power  of  appointing  guar- 
dians over  their  children.  The  Bill,  if  it 
became  law,  would  make  an  alteration  in 
respect  of  the  Wills  Act.  He  did  not 
know  whether  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  who  proposed  the  Amend- 
ment had  noticed  the  point ;  but  it  was 
one  which  ho  thought  might  have  an 
important  bearing  beyond  the  Amend- 
ment. 

Mh.  WAETON  presumed  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  Queen's  County  re- 
ferred to  the  position  of  an  infant  father. 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  (Sir 
FABREn  Hkeschell)  soid,  that  under 
the  Amendment  whatever  appointment 
a  man  might  wish  to  make  by  his  will 
might  apply,  as  far  as  he  could  see,  even 
if  the  husband  and  wife  were  living 
separate.  Personally,  he  should  prefer 
the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Aberdeenshire  (Dr.  Farquhavson). 

Mr.  HEALY  said,  he  should  like  to 
know  in  what  way,  under  the  clause  or 
under  the  Amendment,  the  religious 
difficulty  waste  be  dealt  with?  It  ap- 
peared to  him  that  in  the  case  of  mi.\ed 
marriages  under  the  clause,  in  the  case 
of  the  death  of  a  Protestant  father,  the 
Catholic  mother  would  become  guardian 
of  the  children,  and  vice  tend.  He  would 
like  some  little  information  as  to  how 
this  matter  would  be  affected  by  the 
clause.  He  was  afraid  that  as  the  Bill 
was  drawn  it  would  lead  to  some  difR- 
culty  in  the  case  of  mixed  marriages. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  said,  he  thought  thnt 
the  case  the  Committee  ought  primarily 
to  consider  was  that  of  parents  living  in 
harmony,  and  bringing  up  their  children 
as  they  ought  to  be  brought  up.  He 
believed  that  the  mother  in  that  case 
would  wish  that  in  the  guardianship  of 
her  infant  chilcli-en  someone  should  be 
associated  with  her.  That  opinion,  ho 
thought,  would  be  shared  by  most  hon. 
Members  who  had  had  an  opportunity  of 
considering  what  the  ordinary  feelings 
of  a  mother  were.  There  could  be  little 
doubt  that  she  would  desire  someone  to 
be  associated  with  her  where  there  was 
personal  properly  concerned.  He  cer- 
tainly preferred  the  clause  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Aberdeenshire  (Dr. 
Farquharson),  with  which  Amendment 
he  was  willing  to  support  the  clause. 

J&".  Arthur  0^  Connor 


Mr.  BEYCE  said,  that  personally  he 
rather  preferred  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Hastings 
(Mr.  Inoe)  to  that  of  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  West  Aberdeenshire ;  but  he 
felt  there  was  great  force  in  what  had  fal- 
len from  the  Solicitor  General  with  regard 
totheAmendmentof  the  latter  hon.  Mem- 
ber, and  ho  believed  he  should  meet  the 
views  of  the  Committee  by  saying  that  he 
was  prepared  to  accept  that  Amendment. 
With  regard  to  the  observations  of  the 
hon,  Member  for  Monaghan  (Mr.Healy), 
he  believed  the  question  raised  by  him 
would,  at  any  rate,  be  simplified  by  the 
adoption  of  this  clause.  His  own  opi- 
nion was  that  a  number  of  the  difEculties 
at  present  raised  in  law  iu  connection 
with  this  subject  of  the  religion  of 
minoi-s  would  be  got  rid  of  by  enlarging 
the  discretion  of  the  Court ;  if  not  alto- 
gether got  rid  of,  they  would  be  con- 
siderably diminished  under  a  later  clause 
of  the  Bill.  Some  of  these  diihculties 
were  suoh  as  must  arise  under  any 
system  ;  neither  this  Bill  nor  any  other 
could  dispose  of  them  :  it  was  enough  if 
it  mitigated  them. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — {Mr.  Find- 
later.) 

Mr.  WARTON  said,  the  question  he 
had  to  consider  was  not  the  danger  of 
agreeing  to  either  Amendment ;  the  dan- 
ger was  in  the  clouse  itself,  and  that  the 
Bill  hud  been  brought  on  at  a  time  in 
the  morning  when  it  could  not  be  consi- 
dered at  all.  The  wording  of  this  clanse 
was  the  vice  of  the  Bill,  and  he  was 
afraid  it  would  not  make  much  fur- 
ther progress  in  that  House  unless  it 
was  altered.  He  begged  to  second 
the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  oppo- 
site. 

Mr.  HEALY  suggested  that  the  olauao 
should  be  postponed,  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee should  proceed  with  the  other 
clauses  of  the  Bill.  That  would  give 
the  Committee  time  for  further  conside- 
ration. 

Mr.  ILLING WORTH  said,  he  hoped 
his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  Tower  Hamlets  (Mi-.  Bryce) 
would  consent  to  the  Motion  for  reporting 
Progress.  No  one  could  doubt  for  one 
moment  the  high  motives  of  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  He  thought  that  some 
gratuitous  errors  had  been  made  in  the 


197 


Cholera,  ^-e. 


|JuLTi2,  18841 


Proieetion  Bill. 


198 


preparation  of  the  original  Bill ;  and  the 
present  position  was  that  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  had  whipped  up  a  few 
Members,  and  wns  prepared  to  see  the 
Bill  carried,  even  at  the  sacrifice  of  dis- 
cussion. How  was  it  possible  that  this 
far-reaching  question  could  be  reported, 
and  submitted  to  the  decision  of  their 
constituents  at  that  hour?  It  was  true 
that  some  persons  had  written  to  their 
Members  about  the  Bill ;  but  the  gene- 
ral public  knew  nothing  of  what  was 
going  on.  When  he  considered  that  this 
proposed  change  in  the  law  would  set 
up  a  new  condition  of  things  in  every 
household  in  the  country,  he,  for  one, 
protested  against  going  any  further  with 
the  Bill  on  that  occasion.  Seeing  that 
they  had  reached  a  point  of  fundamental 
difference,  he  hoped  his  hon.  Friend 
would  agree  to  the  Chairman  reporting 
Progress, 

Mb.  HORACE  DAVEY  said,  he  hoped 
the  Committee  would,  at  least,  consent 
to  go  on  until  they  had  passed  the  clause. 
[Mr.  Waetox:  No,  no  !]  Although,  no 
doubt,  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the 
Member  for  Hastings  (Mr.  Ince)  was 
quite  right  in  saying  that  considerable 
objections  were  expressed  in  different 
parts  of  the  House  to  Clause  2  on  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  yet,  so  far 
as  his  recollection  went.  Clause  3  was 
then  regarded  with,  he  might  say,  almost 
universal  favour.  Although  he  did  not 
deny  that  the  clause  was  capable  of  im- 
provement— and  capable  of  improvement 
in  the  direction  indicated  by  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  for  West  Aber- 
deenshire (Dr.  Farquharson; — still,  he 
thought  the  clause  did  command  the 
general  approval  of  the  House. 

Mr.  sexton  supported  the  Motion 
for  reporting  Progress,  because  ho  felt 
that  if  the  Committee  went  on,  most  of 
the  clauses  would  be  carried.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  that  hon.  Members  were 
considering  the  Bill  with  a  very  imper- 
fect knowledge  of  the  changes  in  the 
law  which  it  proposed  to  ell'ect.  But 
those  ignorant  of  the  law  might  see  that 
the  Bill  introduced  a  very  doubtful  and 
dangerous  state  of  things.  lie  did  not 
know  that  for  Ireland  it  would  be  bene- 
ficial. 

Mk.  BRYCE  said,  ho  should  not  op- 
pose the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
^(onaghau  (Mr.  Findlater)  to  report 
Progress,  in  the  hope  that  when  the  Bill 
again  came  forward  it  would  be  agreed 


Gentlemen  who  now 
Exclude  Ire- 


to  by  those  hon 
objected  to  it. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON 
land. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Committee    report    Progress ;    to   sit 
again  upon  TJiurtday, 

MO  TIONS. 


MILITARY  PENSION'S  AND  YEOMANRY 
PAY  BILL. 

LEAVE.       FIRST    HEADtKO. 

Sir  ARTHUR  HAYTER,  in  moving 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  make  fur- 
ther provision  with  regard  to  the  Pen- 
sions of  Soldiers,  and  to  the  Pay  and 
Pensions  of  the  Y'oomanry,  said,  he 
might  be  permitted  to  say  that  the 
changes  which  had  Vieen  made  in  the 
proposed  measure  since  last  year  had 
completely  satisfied  the  Chelsea  Oommie- 
aiouers,  who  had  withdrawn  their  oppo- 
sition to  the  scheme.  He  might  further 
observe  that  a  Memorandum  would  be 
laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  before  the 
second  reading  was  taken,  in  which  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill  would  be  fully 
explained. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  asked  if 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  War  Office  to 
make  any  alteration  in  the  constitution 
of  Chelsea  Hospital,  and  whether  they 
proposed  to  do  away  with  the  Hospital, 
and  to  transfer  the  Staff ;  orwhether  they 
had  other  proposals  in  view  ? 

Sib  ARTHUR  HAYTER  :  No,  Sir; 
we  have  no  intention  of  the  kind. 

Me.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR :  Has  the 
War  Office  abandoned  that  idea  ? 

SiK  ARTHUR  HAYTER:  That  is 
not  the  intention  of  the  Bill  at  all. 

Motion  agretd  to. 

Bill  to  make  further  provision  with 
rogard  to  the  Pensions  of  Soldiers,  and 
to  the  Pay  and  Pensions  of  the  Yeo- 
manry, and  for  other  purposes,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  The  Marquess  of 
HAiaiijoTON  and  Sir  Arthur  ILaytkr. 

Bill  pretmted,  and  read  the  first  time. 
[Bill  302.] 

CHOLERA,    &C,    PROTECTION  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Giiay,  Bill  to  make  better 
l>roviiiiua  agniast  Cholem  and  other  daogeroui 
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epidemic  diseases,  ordtred  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  OiuT  and  Mr.  Dawsox, 
TiiiXpt4te»ted,  and  read  the  ant  time,  [Bill  303.] 

CHABTERED   OOifPAJnES  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Attohxet  General,  Bill 
to  deoloT*  the  Law  relating  to  the  Incorporation 
of  Chartered  Companiea,  ordereH  to  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Attoh.net  GnwrRAi.,  Mr.  CHA>oELi.on 
of   the    ExcuzavBU,  and  Mr.  Solicitok   Ge- 

KERAL. 

Bill  preicHted,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  301 .] 

House  adjourned  at  a  qnartnr 
after  Throe  o'clock. 


HOUSE     OF    COMMONS, 
Wtdnadai/,  23rd  Juli/,  1884. 


MINUTES.]— 8urPLT—«)»nirf*r<rf  tn  Commititt 
— Civn.  Sehticb  Kstimates— Class  II. — 
Salaries  and  Kipbnses  ot-  Civil  DErARX- 
MBNTs,  Votes  40  to  42:  Class  III.— Law 
AND  JiTBTitB,  Votes  1  and  2. 

ri'BLic  Bills — Second  Jfrarfiwi;— Snperannun- 
Uon*  [146];  Ulster  Canal  and  Tj-rono 
Navigation  [244]. 

ORDERS\OF  THE  DAT. 


SUPPLV— CIVIL  SERVICE   ESTIMATES. 

Supply — coniidered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Class  II. — Salaries  axd  Expenses  of 

Civil  Departments. 

Sir  Lton  Playfair  in  the  Chair. 

(1.)  £1,416.  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Record  Office,  Irolnnd. 

Mb.  SEXTON  asked  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  who  was  in  charge  of  the 
Vote  for  an  explanation  of  an  item  of 
£160  with  reference  to  the  editing  of 
facsimile  manuscripts  ?  He  had  recently 
addressed  a  Question  to  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man in  regard  to  the  recording  and  in- 
dexing of  Irish  papers ;  and  he  wished 
to  know  how  long  the  Department  would 
be  engaged  upon  this  work,  and  what 
results  had  been  attained  ?  There  was 
also  a  charge  fortho  Keeper  of  the  State 
Papers  of  £aOO.  Ho  assumed  that  the 
Keeper  of  the  State  Papers  performed 
useful  functions  and  that  ho  was  not  over- 
paid ;  but  he  observed  that  the  same  gen- 
tleman also  received  a  aum  of  £760  for 


theOfflceof  Ulster  King-nt-Arms.  He  ap- 
peared, therefore,  to  be  a  gentleman  wlio 
received  one  salary  for  doing  something, 
and  another  salary  for  doing  nothing 
at  all.  He  would  like  to  know  how  long 
this  pluralism  of  Office  was  to  bo  allowed 
to  continue ;  and  whether,  in  the  case  of 
Ulster  King-at-Arms,  there  was  any 
possibility  that  this  OfBce,  in  the  ful- 
ness of  time,  would  be  abolished  ?  He 
believed  the  time  had  come  when  those 
who  wished  to  flourish  before  society 
with  coats  of  arms,  alleged  to  have  be- 
longed to  their  ancestors,  should  pay  for 
the  social  honour  which  thereby  accrued 
to  them  ;  and  if  this  gentleman  was  to 
be  retained  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
a  pseudo-aristocracy,  those  persons  who 
wished  to  assume  heraldic  arms  and 
mottoes  should  pay  for  the  honour.  He 
also  thought  there  must  now  be  crowds 
of  officials  so  well  acquainted  with  the 
State  ceremonials  at  Dublin  Castle,  that 
there  was  no  necessity  for  the  guests  to 
be  led  by  the  hand  by  the  Ulster  King- 
at-Arms  as  children  were  led  by  their 
nurses.  If  it  wos  necessary  to  keep  up 
this  State  oflScial,  he  ought  to  be  paid 
by  those  who  derived  pleasure  or  profit 
from  his  performances. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  the  case  waa 
not  so  bad  as  had  been  represented  by 
the  hon.  Member.  If  the  hon.  Member 
would  look  ot  another  Vote  for  the 
Household  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  ho 
would  see  that  the  sum  of  £650  had 
been  received  in  fees,  so  that,  in  point 
of  fact,  those  who  desired  new  coats  of 
amis  did  pay  for  them.  The  Office  of 
Keeper  of  the  State  Papers  was,  he 
assured  the  hon.  Member,  no  sinecure. 
It  had  been  an  Office  established  in  the 
yeor  1716. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  asked  if  the 
hon.  Gentleman  would  be  good  enough 
to  state  the  duties  of  the  Keeper  of  the 
State  Papers  ? 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  the  duties  were 
regulated  by  31  Viol.  c.  70.  It  was  his 
duty  to  collect  and  classify  the  State 
Papers,  and  remove  them  to  the  Record 
Tower  in  Dublin  Castle.  After  they 
had  been  examined,  they  were  allowed 
to  remain  under  the  care  of  Sir  Bernard 
Burke,  or  whoever  might  happen  to  be 
Keeper,  for  a  period  of  50  years,  after 
which  they  wi^ro  transferred  to  the  Re- 
cord Office,  whi/re  they  were  under  the 
care  of  thf  Master  of  the  Rolls.  The 
Keeper  of  the  State  Papers  arranged 


301 


Supply — Civil 


IJuLT  23,  1884J 


S&rvic«  EttimaUi. 


202 


1 


the  dooumcntsi,  and  saw  that  thoy  wore 
were  kept  in  safe  custody,  and  that  thoy 
were  forthcoming  whenever  they  might 
be  required,  or  whenever  it  was  neces- 
sary to  examine  them.  When  they  were 
placed  under  the  oare  of  the  Master  of 
the  Eolls  they  were  catalogued. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOE  :  From  day  to 
day? 

Mr.  COURTNEY  Biud,  they  were 
catalogued  as  they  were  sent  in.  The 
facsimile  work  in  connection  with  the 
Irish  national  manuscripts  had  now  been 
in  progress  for  10  or  12  years,  and  cer- 
tain volumes  had  been  published.  It 
would  be  completed  by  the  publication 
of  one  additional  volume,  which  was  now 
passing  through  the  Press,  and  was  ex- 
pected to  1)0  issued  in  the  course  of  a 
lew  weeks.  Mr.  Gilbert,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Record  Office,  was  the  person  who 
was  paid  for  editing  these  manuscripts, 
and  he  had  been  engaged  on  the  work 
fcince  1872. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOE  asked  whether 
they  were  to  understand  that  the  publi- 
cation of  these  facsimiles,  in  regard  to 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  given 
them  such  interesting  information,  was 
to  be  continued ;  and  whether  there  were 
not  other  Irish  ancient  manuscripts 
which  were  worth  being  reproduced  ? 
There  had  been  no  complaint  from  that 
quarter  of  the  Houao  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  present  volumes  had  been 
prepared ;  and  he  thought  the  feeling  of 
the  Irish  people  would  be  grossly  mis- 
represented if  a  word  was  said  to  imply 
that  they  had  not  a  right  to  the  repro- 
diictiou  of  these  records  in  the  best  pos- 
sible form.  He  should  bo  glad  to  learn 
what  manuscripts  were  represented  by 
tbe  volumes  already  publislied. 

Mn.  KENNY  quite  agreed  with  his 
hon.  Friend  that  the  sum  required  for 
••diting  these  manuscripts  was  not  ex- 
orbitant. On  the  contrary,  he  believed 
it  to  be  very  small.  As  the  translation 
of  these  manuscripts  was  said  to  bo 
approaching  a  conclusion,  it  would  be 
of  S(.>me  interest  to  the  Irish  people  to 
learn  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  there  was  any  Intention  of 
translating  into  English  any  of  these 
Irish  volumes,  which  were  of  groat  in- 
terest. In  particular,  he  should  be  glad 
to  learn  whether  it  was  intended  to  con- 
tinue the  translation  of  the  Brehon  Laws. 
The  late  Dr.  O'Donovan  had  translated 
four  volumes,  and  there  still  remained 


something  like  six  volumes  to  be  trans- 
lated into  English.  He  did  not  know 
whether  there  was  any  person  in  Ireland 
who  was  competent  to  continue  the  trans- 
lation of  the  Brehon  Laws  and  other  old 
works;  but  it  was  quite  possible  that 
there  might  be.  It  was  a  matter  of  great 
interest.  Very  few  people  in  Ireland 
had  80  complete  a  knowledge  of  the  Celtic 
language  as  to  be  able  to  read  these  old 
MS3.,  even  if  they  succeeded  in  decipher- 
ing thom.  The  old  manuscript  form  of 
the  Brehon  Laws  was  in  the  Royal  Irish 
Academy ;  but  the  existence  of  these 
works  was  of  no  practical  value,  except 
to  those  competent  to  decipher  them. 
He  believed  that  it  would  be  of  the 
greatest  possible  interest  for  the  people 
of  Ireland  to  leani  what  were  the  laws 
of  their  country  many  centuries  ago. 
He  believed  there  was  only  one  edition 
in  existence,  so  that  the  study  of  them 
was  clearly  restricted.  It  would  be  a 
matter  of  general  satisfaction  if  these 
volumes  were  translated  into  English, 
so  as  to  afford  a  better  insight  into  the 
ancient  laws. 

Mr.  sexton  agreed  with  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Ennis  (Mr. 
Kenny)  that  the  sum  for  editing  these 
manuscripts  was  a  small  and  beggarly 
item.  He  saw  by  the  English  Estimates 
that  £3,000  was  spent  in  translating  the 
records  of  foreign  countries ;  and.  there- 
fore, he  thought  the  sum  of  £1G0  very 
inadequate  for  this  purpose  in  Ireland. 
If  it  was  necessary  to  expend  £3,000  for 
editing  and  translating  the  political  re- 
mains of  England  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, surely  £100  for  editing  the  Irish 
MSS.  was  a  very  inadequate  sum.  He 
hoped  the  work  would  not  bo  brought 
to  a  conclusion  until  the  Government 
had  thoroughly  ascertained  and  satisfied 
the  Irish  Members  whether  any  further 
work  of  the  kind  remained  to  be  done. 
He  felt  groat  satisfaction  in  knowing 
that  this  work  was  under  the  direction 
of  BO  competent  and  enthusiastic  an  Irish 
scholar  as  Mr.  Gilbert,  who  had  written 
one  or  two  of  the  ablest  historical  works 
of  the  time.  Any  work  of  this  kind 
would  be  read  with  interest;  and  he 
quite  agreed  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
Ennis  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  have 
the  Brehon  Laws  translated,  in  order  to 
show  that  Irishmen  many  centuries  ag^ 
were  able  to  make  very  much  better  laws 
for  themselves  than  Englishmen  could 
now. 
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Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  he  did  not 
understand  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
Ennis  (Mr.  Konny)  complainoil  of  the 
amount  included  in  the  Yolo. 

Mr.  K1':NNY  :  Certainly  not. 

Mn.  COURTNEY  said,  that  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  the  Uni- 
versity of  Dublin  (Mr.  Gibson)  had 
complained,  uot  that  the  work  had  lieen 
undertaken  of  publishing  these  fac- 
simik-ii  of  ancieut  Irish  MSS.,  but  of  the 
expensive  way  in  which  they  had  been 
brought  out,  which  rendered  them  inac- 
cessible to  the  people  generally.  The 
item  for  editing  and  translating  of  the 
English  records,  to  which  reference  had 
been  made,  related  to  chronicles  and 
State  Papers  of  a  totally  diflferent  kind 
from  those  now  in  question.  The  Vote 
related  to  certain  MSS.  written  in 
Irish,  the  reproduction  of  which  was 
now  coming  to  an  end.  The  cost  of 
translating  the  Brehon  Laws  would  be 
included  in  the  Royal  Irish  Academy 
Vote.  Tie  believed  that  a  gentleman 
named  Mahoney,  now  dead,  had  been 
engaged  in  the  translation  of  these 
Brehon  Laws.  Some  four  volumes  had 
been  completed. 

Mn.  KENNY  said,  that  the  work  was 
not  now  in  progress,  but  had  been  ar- 
rfisfcofi 

Mk."  COURTNEY :  Yes ;  by  the  death 
of  Mr.  Mahoney. 

Mb.  KENNV:  Are  there  not  other 
people  capable  of  continuing  the  work  ? 

Mr.  COURTNEY :  I  wUl  ascertain 
how  the  matter  stands;  and,  if  possible, 
the  work  will  bo  continued. 

Mr.  DAWSON  said,  he  was  glad 
that  the  Vote  afforded  an  opportunity, 
in  reference  to  this  question  of  the 
translation  ond  preservation  of  ancient 
Irish  M8S.,  of  calling  the  attention  of 
the  Government  to  «  very  lamentable 
case  in  connection  with  this  matter  in 
Dublin.  The  brother  of  the  late  Pro- 
fessor Eugene  O'Curry,  an  eminent 
scholar  who  had  spent  his  life  in  the 
practical  work  of  translating  these  docu- 
ments, died  some  time  ago.  Anthony 
O'Curry,  whose  knowledge  of  Irish  was 
even  more  extensive  than  that  of  his 
great  brother,  assisted  his  brother  Eu- 
gene O'Curry,  and  had  been  untiring  in 
his  labours  during  his  lifetime.  He 
died  at  an  advanced  age,  and  had  left  a 
widow,  and  a  large  family  of  daughters, 
almost  entirely  unprovided  for,  and 
they  were  frequently  in  circumstances 


of  the  direst  poverty,  lie  had  himself, 
in  Dublin,  several  times  started  a  pri- 
vate subscription  to  help  these  poor 
people ;  but  periodically  they  fell  into 
the  deepest  poverty,  and  were  continu- 
ally waiting  upon  him  and  others  to 
assist  them  with  a  few  shillings  towards 
the  pnyment  of  their  rent.  He  would 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  to 
consider  the  case  of  this  poor  old  lady, 
the  wife  of  a  distinguished  scholar,  who 
really  might  have  been  better  provided 
for  but  for  hor  husband  having  given 
up  the  whole  of  his  time  for  the  benefit 
of  the  public.  Mr.  O'Curry,  by  his  dis- 
tinguished labours  in  the  field  of  Irish 
literature,  had  left  a  name  which  would 
not  soon  be  forgotten ;  and  while  he 
was  living  he  had  been  of  much  assist- 
ance to  his  brother  and  other  Irish 
scholars. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  he  was  afraid 
that  the  hon.  Member  was  in  error  in 
addressing  him.  He  had  no  power 
whatever  to  interfere  in  any  case  of  this 
kind.  It  would  have  to  be  done  by 
communication  directly  with  the  Prime 
Minister,  '^  ho  had  charge  of  the  Royal 
Pension  List. 

Mr.  DAWSON  said,  he  would  take 
the  course  suggested.  He  was  quite 
sure,  from  the  well-known  kindness  of 
heart  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  that 
an  appeal  would  not  be  made  to  biin  in 
vain. 

Vote  agretd  to. 

(2.)  £11,126,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Registrar  General's  Office,  Ireland. 

Mr.  DAWSON  wished  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  how  it  was  that  the  Se- 
cretary, or  Chief  Clerk  of  this  Office, 
assumed  the  title  of  "Assistant  Regis- 
trar General,"  for  which  he  had  not  the 
slightest  legal  authority?  He  had  heard 
an  a  fact  that  this  official  made  use  of 
this  pompous  title  in  order,  in  the  most 
insolent  and  supercilious  manner,  to 
lord  it  over  the  other  subordinate 
officials.  When  a  Question  was  put  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  other  day, 
he  said  this  gentleman  was  entitled  to 
use  the  name  by  law,  because  the  section 
of  the  Act  of  Parliament  allowed  the 
Registrar  General  to  appoint  an  assist- 
ant during  his  absence  or  iUnoss.  That 
was  part  of  the  truth,  but  not  the  whole 
of  it.  The  section  of  the  Act  no  doubt 
permitted  the  Chief  Clerk  to  use  the 
title  of  Assistant  Registrar  when  the 
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B«gutrsr  Oeneral  was  ill  or  absent; 
bat  at  no  other  period  had  he  authority 
to  assume  th«  title  and  that  insolence  in 
ofl£oe  whieh  was  the  predominating  cha- 
raetsr  of  OoremmeDt  oiBcmls  in  Ire- 
land. He  did  not  know  ^Thether  the 
Begistrar  Oeneral,  who  had  £' 1,000 
a-year,  was  snpposed  to  be  ill  or  absent 
for  the  entire  year ;  but,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  the  Chief  Clerk  used  the  title  of 
"  Assistant  Registrar  "  regularly,  and 
he  had  nu  rin^lit  to  it  except  in  the  al>- 
aeooe  of  his  Chief.  He  hoped  that  they 
would  get  an  assurance  that  he  would 
be  obliged  to  discontinue  a  title  to  which 
he  had  no  claim  except  in  the  illness  or 
absence  of  the  Registrar  General.  If 
he  (Mr.  Dawson)  failed  to  get  such  an 
assurance,  he  would  certainly  move  the 
reduction  of  the  Vote. 

Mil.  HAliRINGTON  said,  there  was 
another  small  matter  connected  with  this 
Vote  which  he  would  call  attention  to. 
In  this  Office,  in  addition  to  a  permanent 
staff,  a  number  of  gentlemen  had  for 
years  been  employed  as  task  writers. 
They  were  only  engaged  in  daily  ser- 
rice ;  but  from  their  long  service  they 
were  as  much  identified  with  the  Office 
as  any  of  the  permanent  offiL-inls. 
Lately,  however,  a  system  had  grown  up 
of  giving  the  task  work  to  the  permanent 
clerks  ;  and  so  men  who  had  been  prac- 
tically for  periods  of  20  or  30  years  in  the 
Public  Service,  and  had  given  up  every 
other  pursuit,  because  they  were  not 
regularly  on  the  staff,  were  by  this  course 
dejirived  of  their  means  of  livelihood. 
They  found  themselves  at  the  end  of  their 
days,  when  they  were  unfit  to  seek  for 
any  other  position  of  emolument,  practi- 
cally deprived  of  the  means  of  liveli- 
hood which  the  Office  had  supplied  them 
with  for  so  many  years.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  they  were  in  reality  dismissed  from 
the  Public  Service.  It  was  not  that 
there  was  any  want  of  work  in  the  De- 
partment, for  the  work  was  as  groat  as 
formerly,  and,  if  anything,  increasing ; 
but  whoever  had  the  distribution  of  the 
task  work  now  gave  it  to  the  permanent 
clerks  employed  in  the  Office.  It  was 
all  very  well  to  assist  the  permanent 
clerks  of  the  establishment  as  much  as 
they  could,  and  to  give  them  the  oppor- 
tunity of  increasing  their  salaries  by 
extra  labour  ;  but  everybody  knew  that 
in  an  Office  of  this  kind,  where  strict 
supervision  did  not  exist,  the  clerks  did 
this  work  in  addition  to  thoir  ordinary 


work,  not  ac  hotue.  but  lu  the  Oltice 
during  office  hours.  Of  course,  they  re- 
ceived extra  par  for  it,  although  it  oould 
be  ea^ly  done  by  the  gentlemen  whoao 
case  he  was  advocating.  He  desired  to 
know  what  the  arrangements  of  tlie  Offioo 
wore.  If  the  task  work  was  not  paid 
for,  he  would  not  mind ;  but  it  was  a 
grt>at  grievance  that  these  men,  who  had 
spent  their  lives  in  the  Public  .Service, 
but  were  not  salaried  officials,  should 
see  their  work  handed  over  to  the  i^>r- 
manent  clerks,  many  of  whom  did  the 
greater  portion  of  their  work  during 
their  official  hours. 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  said,  that  he  had 
as  great  a  feeling  of  sympathy  as  any- 
body who  had  been  connected  with  pub- 
lic work  must  have  for  the  class  of  men 
called  "  writers,"  whose  position  had 
been  brought  before  the  Committee  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Westmentii  (Mr. 
Harrington).  He  should  be  very  sorry, 
indeed,  that  anything  should  bo  done  to 
injure  their  position,  and,  in  some  sense, 
they  had  a  just  claim  for  consideration. 
Of  course,  if  the  work  were  done  by  the 
clerks  in  the  Office  without  payment  the 
hon.  Member  would  not  wish  to  inter- 
fere. 

Mb.  H.^RRINOTON  :  Oh,  no. 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  said,  ho  wonld 
inquire  into  the  matter,  as  he  understood 
it  was  the  impression  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber  that  the  work  was  done  by  the  clerks 
of  the  establishment  for  payment.  Cer- 
tainly, with  reference  to  Mr.  Matheson, 
the  Deputy  Registrar  Oenerul,  ho  found 
that  he  was  entitled  to  have  that  title 
during  the  absence  of  the  Registrar 
General.  He  was  informed  that  it  was 
a  matter  of  convenience  that  he  should 
be  appointed  once  for  all.  Ho  would, 
however,  look  into  the  matter,  lie  was 
told  that  Mr.  Matheson  never  signed 
himself  Deputy  or  Assistant  Registrar 
General,  except  in  the  absence  of  his 
Chief ;  and  it  would  bo  necessary  to  ap- 
point him  every  time  the  Chief  was 
absent.  That  would  be  a  groutor  I'on- 
oession  than  any  Member  of  Parliament 
had  a  right  to  demand. 

Mr.  SEXTON  said,  ho  was  glad  to 
see  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  treated 
the  matter  in  a  playful  spirit ;  but  no 
one  would  think  of  putting  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  the  trouble  of  ap- 
pointing Mr.  Matheson  every  time  the 
Head  of  the  Office  was  absent.  That 
would   be  a  reduplication  of  appoint* 
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menla  which  none  of  them  would  deaire  ; 
but  he  oould  not  see  the  necessity  for 
thia  official  to  assume  a  superior  title  in 
order  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  De- 
partment, lie  was  siu-e  that  when  the 
Prime  Ministor  was  away  his  work  was 
capably  performed  by  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  ;  but 
the  hon.  GentlomaQ  did  not  find  it  ne- 
cessary to  assume  the  title  of  Prime 
Minister.  Nor  was  it  necessary,  when 
the  Chief  Secretary  \\  as  away  fi'om 
Dublin,  for  the  second  official  to  assume 
his  title.  He  was  thankful  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  for  the  manner  in  wliich 
he  liad  responded  to  the  appeal  which 
had  been  made  to  him  in  reference  to  the 
case  of  the  task  writers.  He  (Mr.  Saxtou) 
was  closely  acquainted  with  the  griev- 
ances under  which  they  laboured  ;  and 
Lo  would  say  that  there  never  had  come 
under  his  notice  a  meaner  or  shabbier 
instance  of  the  conduct  of  officials  in 
Ireland   than    the    treatment  of    theso 

?oor  and  almost  worn-out  task  writers, 
t  ill  became  the  permanent  officials, 
who  were  in  receipt  of  large  and  luxu- 
rious salaries  themselves,  to  take  out  of 
the  mouths  of  these  poor  task  writers 
their  small  crust  of  bread.  The  Kegis- 
ti-ar  General  he  saw  had  £1,000  a-year, 
the  Secretary  £600,  the  Superintendent 
£450,  the  first,  second,  and  third  clerks 
£400,  £300,  and  £200.  and  yet  he  found 
that  it  was  their  policy  to  take  from 
some  two  or  throe  old  public  servants 
the  miserable  £1  or  £2  a- week  with 
which  thoy  endeavoured  to  maintain 
themselves.  There  could  be  no  difficulty 
in  finding  employment  for  these  men  in 
the  Office  ;  and  all  his  hon.  Friend  de- 
sired was  that,  in  future,  the  work,  if 
done  for  pay,  Bhould  not  be  done  by 
permanent  members  of  the  establish- 
ment. The  functions  of  the  Office  were 
being  daily  augmented,  and  constant 
employment  could  be  given  to  the  tlu-oo 
or  four  men  who  had  been  attached  to 
the  Office  for  so  long  a  period,  and  it 
was  the  merest  pretence  to  say  that  the 
functions  and  details  of  the  work  of  the 
Office  were  now  such  as  to  prevent  con- 
stant employment  from  being  found. 
He  knew  one  man  who  had  been  at- 
tached to  this  Office  for  21  years,  and 
now,  at  the  end  of  his  days,  he  found 
himself  deprived  of  employment.  He 
bad  known  him  to  rise  at  4  or  a  in  the 
morning,  and  work  till  midnight  on 
work  farmed  out  to  him  by  officials  who 

Mr.  Sexton 


only  paid  half  the  price  to  which  he 
would  bo  entitled  himself.  He  would 
be  ashamed  to  say  what  ho  believed  to 
be  the  motive  for  this  treatment ;  but  he 
would,  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  do- 
sired,  inform  him  privately  what  ho 
bolioved  to  be  the  motive  fur  the  mean- 
ness and  malignity  of  the  conduct  which 
this  man  had  been  exposed  to  by  the 
oifieiuls.  Ke  was  sure  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  knew  it  that  he  would  not 
tolerate  it  for  a  moment.  But  unless 
some  steps  were  taken  to  provide  these 
men  with  suitable  employment  at  the 
end  of  their  days,  as  long  as  he  remained 
in  Parliament  he  would  never  cease  from 
bringing  the  question  forward  when  the 
Estimates  came  on  for  discussion.  He 
had  no  desire  to  see  the  Estimates  in- 
creased, or  \d.  spent  which  could  be 
avoided ;  but  he  did  say  that  when  a 
man  had  served  the  public,  in  whatever 
humble  capacity,  for  20  or  30  years 
blamelessly  and  efficiently,  it  was  cruelly 
unjust  that  in  the  end  bo  should  be  de- 
prived of  his  means  of  livelihood,  even 
although  some  paltry  question  of  eco- 
nomy might  arise.  He  sincerely  hoped 
that  when  they  reached  the  Estimates 
next  year  this  cause  of  complaint  would 
have  disappeared. 

SIu.  COURTNEY  remarked  that  the 
question  of  the  position  of  the  class  of 
persons  known  as  writers  had  been 
raised  some  time  ago,  and  a  promise 
had  been  given  that  it  should  bo  in- 
quired into. 

Ml!.  HAREINGTON  wished  to  point 
out  that  in  this  matter  of  task  work 
there  was  no  possibility  of  the  Head  of 
the  Department  being  able  to  deal  with 
it  as  readily  as  if  the  men  were  engaged 
in  the  Office.  The  emoluments  received 
for  task  work  were  in  accordance  with 
the  amount  of  work  done,  and  if  the 
task  writer  were  not  able  to  do  tho 
work  he  received  no  payment  at  all. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  said,  he 
had  no  wish  to  find  fault  with  the  Head 
of  the  Office.  He  was  inclined  to  think 
that  if  the  Heads  of  Departments  were 
aware  of  the  position  of  many  of  their 
subordinates,  that  position  would  be 
very  materially  ameliorated.  As  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  intimated 
that  he  would  institute  an  inquiry  into 
the  condition  of  tho  men  emploj-ed  under 
the  Registrar  General,  he  would  ask 
him  to  direct  special  attention  to  the 
position  of  the  men  described  as  tron- 
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soribera.  He  found  that  they  had  been 
employed  now  for  some  16  years.  Ten 
years  ago  they  wero  required  to  pass  a 
qualifying  examination ;  and  in  every 
rospeut  tboy  bad  discharged  thoir  duties 
faithfully  and  well.  From  that  time  to 
tho  present  they  bad  boon  employed 
in  work",  for  which  they  received  very 
inadequate  remuneration,  although  a 
aimilar  class  of  public  servants  in  this 
countiT  received  £210,  £280.  and  £320 
reepoctively.  One  of  tho  transcribers 
was  actually  doing  tho  work  of  one  of 
the  senior  clerks  who  received  £400 
a-j'ear.  It  would  also  bo  found  that 
some  of  these  men  were  employed  as 
permanent  ofRcials  at  a  time  when  many 
of  the  second,  third,  and  fourth  class 
clerks  had  not  entered  the  service  at  all. 
In  tho  year  1873-4  a  Commission  sat  to 
inquire  into  their  position,  consisting  of 
Earl  Percy,  Mr.  Blackwood,  and  Mr. 
Hamilton.  The  Commission  reported 
in  favour  of  an  amelioration  of  the  con- 
dition of  these  men  ;  but  all  that  came 
of  tbe  matter  was  a  miserable  increase 
of  £5  a-year  for  five  years,  raising  the 
ultimate  remuneration  to  £  1 60  a-year  as 
the  maximum.  Whereas  it  would  ap- 
pear from  the  present  Vote  that  a  man 
employed  temporarily  as  a  transcriber 
on  tho  agrioultuial  statistics  rose  as  a 
fourth  class  clerk  from  £86  by  annual 
increments  to  £200  a-year.  The  conse- 
quence was  that  transcribers  who  were 
employed  on  much  more  important  work 
were  in  tho  jtosition  of  seeing  their 
juniors  by  many  years  promoted  ovor 
their  heads  as  olQcers  of  the  permanent 
official  staff,  and  paid  much  more  libe- 
rally. He  desired  to  submit  tho  ca.s6  of 
these  men  to  tho  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury ;  and  he  was  sure  that,  if  it  wore 
found  to  be  as  he  had  slated,  the  hon. 
Qeatleman  would  bo  glad  to  do  some- 
thing to  improve  their  condition. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  said,  he  had  a 
personal  knowledge  of  the  facta  of  the 
case  to  which  the  hon.  Member  for  Sligo 
(Mr.  Sexton)  had  referred,  and  ho  could 
confirm  what  his  hon.  Friend  had  said 
on  the  subject — that  all  the  circum- 
stances pointed  to  some  motive  which 
wa,a  not  creditable  on  tlie  part  of  certain 
individuals  who  had  compelled  him  to 
ouvupy  his  present  position.  Tho  poor 
man  in  whoso  behalf  his  hon.  Friend 
had  spoken  could  not  be  described  as 
past  his  work,  becausi-,  as  a  matter  of 
Juct,  he  waa  employed  in  doing  the  same 


kind  of  work  farmed  out  to  him  by  other 
ofBciala.  Therefore,  it  cotild  not  be 
from  any  dissatisfaction  at  tho  manner 
in  which  he  did  tho  work  that  he  had 
been  dismissed.  With  reference  to  the 
matter  to  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
Carlow  (Mr.  Dawson)  had  called  atten- 
tion— namely,  the  assumption  by  tha 
Chief  Clerk  in  tho  Eegistrar  General's 
Office  of  the  title  of  Assistant  Registrar 
General,  he  wished,  in  speaking  of  the 
temporary  character  of  the  appointment, 
to  roforl^them  to  TltonCt  Almanack,  which 
was  a  sort  of  Court  Guide  and  general 
vade  meeuin  to  those  interested  in  official 
matters  in  Dublin.  In  that  volume  Mr. 
Mathcson  was  described  as  Assistant 
Eegistrai"  General.  Ho  believed  that 
7'/tom'»  was  supplied  with  its  informa- 
tion in  the  same  way  as  Dod't  Parlia- 
mentary information  was  obtained — 
namely,  directly  from  those  whose  names 
were  inserted.  An  hon.  Friend  informed 
him  that  Thorn's  Almanack  was  a  good 
deal  more  authoritative  than  Bod'' a  P«r- 
liamentanj  Companion  ;  and  he  certainly 
hoped  its  casual  information  was  a  littlo 
more  accurate  than  that  which  some- 
times appeared  in  Dod.  Perhaps,  how- 
ever, the  inaccuracies  in  the  latter  work 
arose  from  the  fashion  which  Members 
of  Parliament,  as  well  as  ladies,  had  of 
uudorstatiug  their  ages. 

Gkner.41,  Sir  GEORGE  BALFOUR 
believed  that  tho  last  Government  had 
inquired  into  tho  position  of  these  men, 
and  given  promises  that  their  position 
should  be  improved.  Some  years  ago 
ho  had  asked  the  Financial  Secretary  to 
see  what  could  be  dono ;  but  nothing 
satisfactory  had  yet  resulted.  The  same 
complaints  as  tho^o  which  were  made 
in  Ireland  were  made  by  tho  Scotch, 
writers. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(3.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"Tliat  A  gam,  not  exceeding  £16,693,  b« 
chanted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  eomplcto  tho  sum 
necessary  to  defniy  tho  Chargo  which  will  coma 
in  course  of  paymant  during  tho  year  ending 
on  tho  3 1st  day  of  March  I880,  for  tho  Siilarias 
and  Exponsos  of  tho  Gnneial  Valuation  and 
Boundary  Survey  of  Ireland." 

Mil.  SEXTON  said,  he  observed, under 
this  head,  an  item  of  £400  for  the  salary 
of  the  Solicitor  to  the  Valuation  and 
Boundary  Survo}'  in  Ireland.  He  waa 
bound  to  ask  who  this  solicitor  waa  ? 
Was  it  Mr.  Georgo  Bolton,  a  gentleman 
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Trhose  name  had  been  frequently  before 
the  House  ?  Ho  also  found  by  a  foot 
note  that  the  holder  of  this  office  in 
1883-4  received  an  annual  salary  of  £400 
as  Crown  Solicitor  for  the  County  of 
Tipperary,  paid  out  of  the  Vote  for  Law 
Charges  in  Ireland.  They  had,  there- 
fore, upon  that  record  the  fact  that  Mr. 
George  Bolton  received  £800  in  the 
course  of  last  year  from  the  public  purse. 
He  would  like  to  know  how,  if  Mr. 
George  Bolton  was  Solicitor  to  this  De- 
partment of  the  Valuation  and  Boundary 
Survey,  and  also  Crown  Solicitor  for  the 
County  Tipperary,  he  found  time  to  leave 
Tipperary  and  Dublin  to  go  down  to  a 
gaol  in  the  West  of  Ireland  in  company 
with  a  policeman  in  order  to  see  a 
prisoner  in  his  cell,  who  was  said  to  have 
turned  approver  in  a  murder  case  ?  It 
was  also  remarkable  that  immediately 
after  Mr.  George  Bolton's  and  the  police- 
man's visit  to  that  man  he  committed 
suicide,  and  was  found  hanging  dead  in 
his  cell  next  day.  He  wished  to  know 
what  connection  this  visit  had  with  the 
functions  of  Mr.  George  Bolton  as  Soli- 
citor to  the  Valuation  and  Boundary 
Survey  Department,  or  as  Crown  Soli- 
citor of  the  County  of  Tipperary  ?  He 
would  further  ask  for  an  explicit  state- 
ment of  the  amount  which  this  gentle- 
man actually  received  per  year  from  the 
public  purse.  It  was  said  that  his  in- 
come o  mounted  to  some £2,000  or  £3,000 
a-year,  besides  which  he  received  sums 
for  law  charges  in  criminal  prosecu- 
tions. Probably  his  income  was  pre- 
sented in  such  a  shape  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  ascertain  the  actual  amount 
of  it.  It  was  a  matter  of  notoriety  that 
ho  had  contracted  debts  to  the  large 
amount  .'of  about  £90,000,  and  that  he 
was  unable  to  offer  his  creditors  a  satis- 
factory composition.  He  had  been  fool- 
ing and  deluding  the  Bankruptcy  Court 
for  a  considerable  time.  He  had  re- 
peatedly obtained  leave  to  let  some  lands 
of  his,  and  had  pocketed  the  rents  with- 
out giving  the  Court  any  security  what- 
ever. The  Sheriff  in  Dublin  had  endea- 
voured without  effect  to  levy  a  decree 
which  had  boon  obtained  against  this 
broken-down  defaulter  and  evader  of  his 
duties  and  financial  obligations,  who  was 
not  only  retained  in  the  Public  Service, 
but  retained  as  a  pluralist,  and  sent  on 
a  secret  mission  to  an  approver  which 
resulted  in  suicide.  This  was  the  same 
gentleman  who  some  years  ago  defrauded 
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his  own  wife  after  he  had  deluded  her 
into  maiTying  him.  He  was  reported 
and  denounced  by  Mr.  Justice  Fry  to  the 
Lord  Chancellor  ;  but  no  notice  was 
taken  of  it.  It  was  sworn  that  he  had 
drawn  up  a  marriage  settlement  on  bis 
own  behalf,  the  validity  of  which  was 
impugned,  and  which  was  a  gross  at- 
tempt to  defraud.  This  man,  who  had  re- 
peatedly deluded  the  Bankruptcy  Court, 
conducted  his  domestic  affairs  in  such  a 
manner  that  the  Sheriffs  and  Law  Officers 
wore  utterly  unable  to  seize  even  a  chair 
or  a  table  in  order  to  execute  one  of  the 
decrees  obtained  against  him.  He  (Mr. 
Sexton)  and  his  hon.  Friends  near  him 
would  have  to  press  for  an  answer  to  the 
question  as  to  how  much  this  man  re- 
ceived from  the  public  purse  everj-  year. 
He  observed  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
Solicitor  General  smiled. 

The  SOLICITOE  GENERAL  (Sir 
F.uiBER  Herscitell)  :  I  was  not  smiling 
at  the  observations  of  the  hon.  Member, 

Mr.  sexton  said,  he  thought  that 
if  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  knew 
the  f  uU  facts  of  the  case  all  his  influence 
— which  undoubtedly  was  very  great — 
would  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  ease 
in  order  to  free  the  Public  Service  from 
the  stain  of  any  connection  with  such  a 
man.  The  reason  he  mentioned  these 
facts  was  that  he  thought  it  would  bo 
desirable  that  the  Government  should 
take  steps  to  allocate  some  of  the  money 
received  from  the  public  purse,  in  order 
to  satisfy  the  creditors  of  a  man  who  had 
perverted  the  administa-ation  of  justice 
and  made  his  own  wife  the  victim  of  his 
frauds.  It  was,  indeed,  a  remarkable 
thing  that  the  chief  engine  for  com- 
pelling other  men  to  continue  in  tho 
paths  of  legality  and  honesty  should  be 
himself  the  very  embodiment  of  illegality 
and  dishonesty.  He  had  to  ask  how 
long  would  this  system  of  dealing  bo 
allowed  to  last?  Would  the  Qovern- 
inent  allow  such  a  shameful  parody  upon 
public  justice  to  continue,  and  allow 
such  a  man  to  pocket  his  salary  as  Crown 
Solicitor  for  Tipperary  and  all  tho  special 
fees,  and  to  evade  payment  of  his  debts 
by  numerous  discreditable  ingenuities  ? 
Would  no  arrangement  be  made  for  the 
benefit  of  his  creditors,  for  he  maintained 
that  the  scandal  had  reached  a  height 
that  could  no  longer  be  permitted.  As 
a  protest,  he  begged  to  move  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  Vote  by  £400,  and,  unless 
he    received    an    assurance    as  to  the 
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arrangemouts  which  would  be  imme- 
diately made  for  the  satisfaction  of 
Boltou's  creditors,  it  was  tho  intention 
of  the  Irish  Members  to  press  the  Mo- 
tion with  all  the  foi-oe  they  could.  Ho 
believed  when  the  action  of  the  Bnnk- 
mptcy  Court  in  Dublin  tho  other  day 
was  considered,  it  would  be  only  reason- 
able that  the  Government  should  with- 
draw this  portion  of  the  Vote  from  the 
consideration  of  the  Committee  until  the 
question  of  tho  charnoter  of  Mr.  George 
Bolton  was  decided  in  the  same  way  that 
that  of  Gustavus  Cornwall  had  been  de- 
cided. Bolton  had  commenced  an  action 
against  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Mallow  (Mr.  O'Brien)  in  Belfast,  and 
tho  trial  was  to  come  on  in  a  day  or  two. 
The  other  day,  when  Bolton's  case  came 
before  the  Bankrupt-cy  Court  in  Dublin, 
the  Judge,  after  there  had  been  nume- 
rous evasions  of  the  orders  of  the  Court, 
and  after  Bolton's  ingenuity  had  been 
exerted  to  the  utmost,  instead  of  making 
him  disgorge  some  of  his  ill-gotten  gains 
for  tho  benefit  of  his  creditors,  post- 
poned the  investigation  of  his  affairs, 
because  he  thought  that  Mr.  George 
Bolton  would  probably  obtain  damages 
in  Belfast  against  his  hon.  Friend.  The 
Solicitor  General  for  England  looked 
surprised;  but  his  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Queen's  County  (Mr.  A.  O'Con- 
norj  remarked  that,  however  easy  it 
might  bo  to  surprise  the  learned  Soli- 
citor General  for  England  in  regard  to 
the  administration  of  the  Irish  law,  the 
Irish  Members  wore  too  well  acquainted 
with  the  matter  to  be  surprised  at  any- 
thing. Suppose  that  a  public  ofiioial  in 
England  contracted  debts  to  tho  extent 
of  £90,000,  that  his  action  was  im- 
puted and  stigmatized  by  questionable 
proceedings,  that  the  time  came  when  a 
public  Court  tailed  upon  him  to  make  a. 
disclosure  of  his  debts  and  assets,  and 
his  capability  of  meeting  his  obligations, 
what  would  the  learned  Solicitor  Gene- 
ral think  of  that  individual,  having,  at 
the  dictation  of  his  superiors,  brought 
an  action  against  a  public  journaliiit  for 
an  accusation  well  kuown  to  bo  true? 
Suppose  that  in  such  a  case  he  had  been 
allowed  to  delay  the  examination  of  his 
affairs,  and  to  keep  a  veil  clo»oly  drawn 
over  his  repulsive  character,  because  the 
Judge  said  ho  had  brought  on  action 
and  might  probably  obtain  damages. 
He  thought  the  learned  Solicitor  General 
vould  aay  that  the  Judge  had  departed 


from  that  impartiality  which  was  to  havo 
been  expected  from  his  office  in  order  to 
prejudice  the  miuds  of  the  jury  un- 
favourably, and  to  put  a  gloss  upon  the 
merits  of  the  case  which  were  not  con- 
sistent with  a  fair  trial.  Ho  thought 
that  they  had  a  strong  claim  to  caW  for 
the  postponement  of  tho  payment  of 
such  a  person's  salary  until  his  character 
was  decided,  and  until  it  could  bo  shown 
that  he  was  entitled  to  be  retained  as  a 
public  servant.  lie  begged  to  move  the 
reduction  of  the  Vote  oy  the  sum  of 
£400. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  a  Biim,  not  exceeding  £16,103,  be 
grunted  to  Ilor  Miycaty.  to  comploto  tho  Bum 
necessary  to  dofreiy  the  (.'hurgo  whieh  will  coino 
in  courso  of  payment  during  tho  your  ending 
on  the  Slat  day  ot  Miireh  ISHii,  tor  the  SiJiirioa 
nnd  Kxpensea  of  the  (roneriil  Valuation  and 
Boundary  Survey  of  Ireland." — {itr.  Hejttun.) 

JIr.  HARRINGTON  said,  ho  hoped 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  consider 
the  point  raised  by  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Sligo  with  regard  to  the 
postponement  of  this  Vote  imtil  the 
trial.  Tho  trial  would  probably  take 
place  during  the  present  week,  and  cer- 
tainly before  tho  Vote  was  likely  to 
come  up  upon  Report,  even  if  it  were 
passed  now,  and  the  House  would  then 
be  iu  a  position  to  judge  what  the 
nature  of  certain  circumstances  in  con- 
nection with  this  ollicial  was.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  Mr.  Bolton's  character 
was  about  to  be  tried  by  a  jury  of  his 
own  selection.  Ho  had  lodged  an  affi- 
davit that  there  was  only  one  county  in 
Ireland  in  which  ho  could  hope  to  ob- 
tain a  fair  ti'ial.  This  immaculate  offi- 
cial, this  manipulator  of  juries,  this 
wire-puller  in  connection  with  all  tho 
trials  by  jury  under  the  Prevention  of 
Crime  Act  in  Ireland,  had  hiiiisolf  de- 
posited an  affidavit,  in  which  he  de- 
clared upon  oath  that  there  was  only 
one  county  in  which  he  could  obtain  a 
fair  trial  of  tho  action  between  hiniself 
nnd  the  hon.  Member  for  Miillow  (Mr. 
O'Brien),  and  that  county  happened  to 
be  the  one  in  which  it  was  well  known 
the  hon.  Member  had  no  inlbtence  what- 
ever, and  where  the  caae  would  bo  tried 
by  an  Orange  jury.  He  I'Mr.  Harring- 
ton) believed  that  upon  that  fact  alone 
Bolton  stood  condemned.  It  showed 
that  his  character  had  fallen  so  low,  that 
bis  depravity  was  so  notorious,  and  his 
public    life  so   well    known    and   oou- 
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demnod,  that  ho  himsolf  declared  that 
in  31  out  of  32  counties  of  Ireland  he 
could  not  hope  to  obtain  a  verdict ;  and 
that  tho  only  chance  he  had  was  to  go 
to  a  place  where  the  hon.  Member  for 
Mallow  was  personally  disliked.  To- 
morrow they  would  be  in  a  position  to 
have  Bolton's  character  decided  by  a 
jury  of  Lis  own  selection  ;  and  he  sub- 
mitted that,  under  the  circumstances, 
they  had  an  unanswerable  claim  to  have 
the  Vote  postponed.  Until  they  wore  in 
a  position  to  know  what  the  allegations 
made  against  Bolton  were,  and  what  tho 
nature  of  his  defence  was,  the  House  of 
Commons  ought  to  withhold  the  pay- 
ment of  his  salary.  His  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Sligo  had  stated  tho 
amount  of  this  man's  liabilities.  As  a 
public  official  ho  had  been  receiving 
Borne  four  or  five  different  salaries,  in- 
cluding £400  a-yeeu'  as  Solicitor  to  the 
Boundary  and  Valuation  Survey,  £400 
a-year  as  Crown  Solicitor  for  the  County 
of  Tipperary,  with  very  largo  pickings 
through  his  friend  Mr.  Anderson,  under 
tho  Prevention  of  Crime  Act,  which 
brought  up  his  income  to  at  least  £1,500 
or  £2,000  a-year.  lie  was  the  one  man 
in  whom  the  whole  system  of  Crown  prose- 
cutions in  Ireland  was  vested.  His  case 
was  somewhat  similar  to  that  of  James 
Ellis  French,  the  late  Uoad  of  the  Criminal 
Detective  Department  of  Ireland.  That 
immaculate  public  servant  was  required 
to  hunt  out  criminals,  and,  in  order  to 
do  so,  he  reduced  himself  to  the  level  of 
the  loK-est  of  them  by  the  commission 
of  the  most  horrible  crimes.  George 
Bolton  was  the  man  upon  whom  tho 
Crown  rested  for  tho  prosecution  of 
criminals  j  and  he  (Mr.  Harringtuu) 
would  appeal  to  tho  fairness  of  Englisli 
Members  whether,  seeing  that,  in  tho 
oourse  of  a  few  days,  there  would  be  a 
definite  judgment  as  to  this  man's  per- 
sonal character  from  the  one  jury  in 
Ireland  with  whom  he  dared  to  intrust 
his  reputation — a  jury  selected  and 
manipulatt^d  by  himself — it  was  desirable, 
to  pass  this  Vote  ?  How  did  it  come  to 
pass  that  the  House  were  compelled 
from  time  to  time  to  listen  to  the  his- 
tory of  the  private  lives  of  Irish  officials  ? 
No  doubt,  it  was  a  most  unpleasant 
thing,  but  it  was  a  duty  to  be  obliged 
to  call  attention  to  the  private  character 
of  officials  ;  but,  unpleasant  though  it 
was,  it  was  a  duty  which  they  owed  to 
that  House   and   to   their  constituents, 
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for  so  long  as  men  of  Bolton's  character 
were  retained  in  the  Public  Service  in 
Ireland  so  long  would  the  people  of  that 
country  have  a  hearty  contempt  for  the 
character  of  the  administration  there  by 
Her  Majesty's  Government.  With  sala- 
ries amounting  to  £1,500  or  £2,000 
a-year,  this  man,  with  no  family,  and 
without  even  a  residence  of  his  own, 
had  become  involved  in  debts  to  the 
extent  of  £90,000.  And  how  did  ho 
propose  to  meet  his  engagements  ?  For 
nearly  12  months  past  a  suit  had  been 
pending  against  him  in  the  Court  of 
Bankruptcy,  and  day  after  day  motions 
had  been  made  to  delay  the  proceed- 
ings. Bolton  was  simply  dodging,  just 
as  James  Ellis  French  attempted  to 
dodge,  the  accusations  made  against  him 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Mallow  (Mr. 
O'Brien).  The  affidavit  he  had  sub- 
mitted to  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy  was 
a  most  singular  document.  If  such  an 
affidavit  had  been  presented  in  this 
country  by  n  Government  official,  he  did 
not  think  that  such  Government  official 
would  have  been  allowed  to  remain  in 
the  Public  Service  for  24  hours.  His 
liabilities  were  £90,000,  and  on  what 
did  he  ground  his  application  for  delay? 
He  said,  in  his  affidavit,  that  he  had  an 
action  pending  for  libel  against  the  hon. 
Member  for  MoUow,  and  that  he  hoped 
that  action  would  bring  him  in  such 
damages  as  would  enable  him  to  be  in 
a  better  position  to  meet  the  claims  of 
bis  creditors,  and  to  make  a  better  offer. 
Why,  anything  more  monstrous,  any- 
thing more  rutiiauly,  he  might  almost 
say,  than  that  affidavit  had  never  been 
presented  to  a  Court  of  Justice.  In  no 
country  in  the  world  would  a  Judge 
listen  to,  much  less  act  upon,  such  an 
affidavit  outside  Ireland.  It  was  really 
insulting  tho  iutoUigenco  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers in  that  House  to  ask  for  a  Vote  for 
Mr.  Bolton  under  the  present  circum- 
stances, because  he  had  brought  hia 
battered  character  into  Court,  and  hoped, 
by  a  jury  of  his  own  selection,  to  get 
such  a  verdict  as  would  enable  him  to 
make  his  creditors  an  offer  of  a  few 
shillings  more  in  tho  pound.  To  whom 
wore  they  to  vote  this  salai'y  of  £400  ? 
Was  it  to  Mr.  Bolton?  In  his  (Mr. 
Harrington's)  opinion,  it  ought  to  be 
voted  to  Mr.  Bolton's  creditors.  AVere 
they  to  vote  money  to  a  man  who  had 
hitherto  fuUed  to  load  a  decent  or  Ohi-ia- 
tiau  life  in  ordor  to  enable  him  to  de* 


216  I 

icter  1 


< 


217 


Supply — OMl 


(July  23,  1884]  Stniee  EitimaUn. 


fraud  his  creditors  ?  This  man  did  not 
deny  that  he  had  defrauded  his  wife ; 
he  did  not  deny  the  allegntion  thnt  he 
had  led  an  iufamoue  life  whUe  married ; 
but  he  said  that,  though  he  was  guilty 
of  every  crime  iu  the  Decalogue,  there 
was  one  crime  of  which  ho  was  not 
guilly,  but  it  was  a  crime  with  which 
he  was  never  charged ;  and  yet  upon 
that  point  he  appealed  to  a  jury  of  his 
own  selection  to  give  him  damages,  so 
that  he  might  do  something  in  order  to 
satisfy  his  creditors.  Ho  was  surprised 
that  that  Govemmeut  had  not  long  ago 
taken  steps  to  expunge  this  man's  name 
from  the  Votes.  It  was  scandal  enough 
that  he  should  be  connected  with  one 
Government  Department ;  but  there  was 
Bcnrcely  a  Vote  in  connection  with  the 
Irish  Administration  in  which  the  name 
of  George  Bolton  did  not  turn  up.  They 
knew  very  well  that  much  they  had  to 
Bay  against  the  Government  of  Ireland 
was  duo  to  the  action  of  this  man. 
They  knew  that  ho  had  been  seleotod 
as  the  man  to  manipulate  the  juries 
whose  ponolling  had  given  such  great 
dissatisfaction — that  ho  was  a  man  who, 
standing  up  in  a  Court  of  Justice  as 
Crown  Solicitor,  dared  to  insult  men  of 
the  highest  and  best  position  in  Dublin 
because  he  knew  them  to  be  possessed 
of  religious  feelings  and  a  conscience. 
The  very  moment  a  Roman  Catholic 
presented  himself  in  the  jury-box  this 
was  the  moral  man,  this  immaculato 
Govorument  official,  this  man  with  a 
high  sense  of  conscience,  who  insulted 
him  and  ordered  him  to  withdraw,  no 
matfor  how  law-abiding  a  citizen  ho 
might  be,  no  matter  how  high  his  social 
position,  or  even  if  he  wore  in  the  Com- 
mission of  the  Peace.  The  reason  was 
that  he  hesitated  at  nothiug  in  order  to 
secure  his  victim.  But  how  could  it  he 
expected,  when  he  displayed  no  con- 
scientious scruples  in  his  iloalings  with 
his  own  wife  or  his  creditors,  that  ho 
would  manifest  any  in  the  discharge  of 
his  public  duties  ?  He  did  .so  because  ho 
wanted  a  verdict,  he  cared  not  how ;  be- 
cause ho  wanted  results,  however  ob- 
tained ;  and  it  was  not  auriirising  that 
he  did  so  when  his  antecedents  were 
borne  in  mind.  No  matter  what  com- 
plaints were  made  of  the  Government ; 
no  matter  what  charges  they  made 
against  publio  officials  in  Ireland,  and 
no  matter  how  strong  the  evidence  upon 
which  they  rested  them,  it  would  have  1 
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no  effect  upwn  Members  in  that  Ilouse, 
who  by  their  votes  practically  said  that 
the  Irish  Members  were  liars,  until,  after 
sacrificing  time,  energy,  and  money,  like 
his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  MoUow 
(Mr.  O'Brien),  they  forced  the  truth  of 
their  statements  upon  reluctant  English 
minds.  They  had  a  definite  set  of  griev- 
ances to  complain  of.  They  were  told 
of  coiTuption  under  the  American  sys- 
tem of  Government.  No  person  could 
now  be  surprised  at  the  statement  of 
tho  hon.  Member  for  Leeds  (Mr.  Her- 
bert Gladstone),  when  he  said  that  Ire- 
land was  the  worst  governed  country  in 
Europe.  The  hon.  Gentleman  might 
even  have  used  stronger  language  to 
describe'  thu  state  of  things  which  pre- 
vailed; but  he  promised  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber that  as  the  Party  to  which  he  (Mr. 
Harrington)  belonged  grew  in  strength, 
and  were  able  to  grasp  all  that  was  oc- 
curring, they  would  drag  into  light  a 
state  of  things  that  the  hon.  Member 
little  dreamt  of  when  he  made  that 
statement.  The  hon.  Gontleman  was 
proceeding  to  reiterate  the  special 
charges  against  Mr.  Bolton  when  he 
was  called  to  Order  by 

The  CHAERilAN  (Sir  Lyon  Play- 
f.ur),  who  said ;  The  hon.  Member  is  re- 
peating the  argument  which  he  has  al- 
ready several  times  used  Ln  the  course 
of  his  spei'ch. 

Mr.  HAERINGTON  said,  he  was 
putting  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
a  question  ns  to  whether  ho  wonld  apply 
himself  in  this  case  to  ascertaining  whe- 
ther tho  moral  character  of  this  man  was 
such  as  reflected  credit  on  the  Depart- 
ment to  which  ho  belonged ;  whether 
tho  Department  had  taken  any  steps  to 
mark  tlio  sense  of  their  disapproval  of 
his  conduct;  and  whether  they  approved 
of  the  extraordinary  affidavit  which 
Bolton  had  made  in  tho  Bankruptcy 
Court  ?  He  asked  the  hon.  Gentleman 
whether  an  official  who  was  in  debt  to 
so  large  an  extent,  an  official  who  had 
brought  an  action  for  libel  against  a 
Member  of  that  House  in  order  that,  if 
he  succeeded,  he  might  be  able  to  make 
a  composition  with  his  creditors,  ought 
to  remain  in  the  Publio  Service  ?  He 
nskod  if  the  hon.  Gentloman  had  taken 
any  stops  to  make  known  his  sensi'  of, 
or  his  disapproval  of,  the  conduct  of  nn 
individual  who  had  presented  such  an 
affidavit  as  had  been  described  ?  He 
hoped  that  a  statement  would  be  forth* 
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Doming  from  tho  OoTemment  Bench 
■which  would  show  to  every  official  in 
the  Public  Service,  whose  character  and 
•whoso  conduct  was  as  discreditnlile  as 
that  of  Mr.  Bolton's,  that  ho  would  not 
be  shielded  by  tho  Qovomiaent. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  he  thought 
that,  whatever  else  might  be  said  with 
regard  to  this  Vote,  it  was  to  be  regretted 
that  it  afforded  another  opportunity  of 
introducing  the  name  of  Mr.  Bolton.  It 
vaa  unfortunate  that  the  manner  in 
which  tho  Civil  Service  Estimates  were 
made  out  caused  his  name  to  be  so  often 
TfiiGrpfiu  to 

Me.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  :  Unfor- 
tunate —  unfortunate  for  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Me.  HA-RRINGTON:  Strike  his 
name  out  of  the  Estimates. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  he  would  ap- 
peal to  hon.  Member?,  in  view  of  the 
circumstance  that  the  salary  of  this  gen- 
tleman as  Crown  Solicitor  for  Tipperary 
was  coming  forward  next  week  on  the 
Vote  for  Law  Charges,  that  this  was  a 
reason  for  deferring  any  observations 
thoy  had  to  make  with  respect  to  Mr. 
Bolton  until  that  Vote  was  reached.  As 
the  hon.  Mi'mber  for  Westmeath  (Mr. 
Harrington)  said  that  this  official  was 
bringing  an  action  against  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mallow  (Mr.  O'Brien)  to 
vindicate  his  character — [Mr.  Kenxt  r 
He  has  no  character.] — and  as  thataction 
■was  coming  on  that  day  or  to-morrow, 
be  would  put  it  to  hon.  Qentlomen  oppo- 
site whether,  iu  view  of  that  fact,  it  would 
not  be  well  to  follow  the  course  he  had 
suggested  ?  He  asked  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  whether,  seeing  that  this  action 
was  pending,  it  was  making  a  judicious 
use  of  the  time  of  the  House  to  say,  as 
the  hon.  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton) 
had  said,  that  every  charge  against  Mr. 
Bolton  was  true ;  and  again  to  say,  as 
tho  hon.  Member  for  Westmoath  had 
said,  that  this  official  had  broken  every 
article  of  the  Decalogue  except  in  re- 
spect of  some  crime  which  he  (Mr. 
Courtney)  believed  was  not  included  in 
the  Decalogue '?  Ho  could  not  but  think, 
in  reference  to  some  remarks  that  bnd 
been  made,  that  the  course  then  being 
pursued  by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
was  highly  inconvenient.  There  were 
two  aspects  of  the  case  which  were 
really  pertinent  to  the  discussion  of  the 
question;  first  of  all,  there  was  the 
questiou   whether   Mr.   Bolton   was  or 
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was  not  to  be  retained  in  the  Public 
Service.  And  he  thought  that  hon. 
Members  ought  to  consider  whether 
judgment  on  that  question  should  not, 
lit  all  events,  await  tho  decision  of  the 
action  then  pending,  and  whether  the 
taking  of  any  action  in  that  House 
would  not  prejudice  the  decision  of  the 
jury,  or  prejudice  any  action  which  the 
Government  might  think  fit  to  take  after 
tlio  conclusion  of  the  trial.  The  second 
point  was  as  to  the  relations  existing  be- 
tween this  official  and  his  creditors.  The 
hon.  Member  opposite  said  that  Mr. 
Bolton  had  presented  a  Petition  to  the 
Court  of  Bankruptcy,  and  he  asked  him 
(Mr.  Courtney)  whether  he  had  not  re- 
ceived official  notice  of  the  affidavit 
filed  by  Mr.  Bolton  in  the  Court  of 
Bankruptcy.  He  had  not  received  any 
official  notice  on  the  subject,  nor  did  he 
see  how  such  notice  could  have  been 
given  to  him.  Had  the  matter  come 
before  him  it  might  have  been  officially 
considered  ;  but  no  such  step,  as  far  as 
he  was  aware,  had  been  taken.  But  he 
must  point  out  that  this  was  u  matter 
for  tho  consideration  of  the  Judge  in 
Bankruptcy,  who  would  in  due  course 
determine  what  Mr.  Bolton  must  do  in 
respect  of  bis  debts — what  portion  of  his 
salary  he  must  assign  for  his  debts — but 
it  was  not  the  business  of  the  Ti-easury 
to  go  into  that  question;  they  could  not 
constitute  themselves  liquidators  to  Mr. 
Bolton's  estate,  or  direct  him  in  any  way 
to  make  some  aiTaugemont  with  his  cre- 
ditors. The  Treasury,  it  was  true,  might 
have  to  consider  the  question  of  retaining 
Mr.  Bolton  in  office  ;  thoy  might  have  to 
consider  the  necessity  of  obeying  nn 
order  of  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy  with 
regard  to  his  income  if  that  order  were 
made.  But  it  was  obviously  a  question 
for  the  Judge  in  Bankruptcy;  and  it 
was  not  for  that  House  or  for  the  Trea- 
sury to  do  anything  that  would  pre- 
judice the  action-at-law  which  was  then 
pending.  Again,  he  would  point  out 
that  this  was  a  Vote  of  money  for  nn 
Office,  not  necessarily  for  Mr.  Bolton 
personally.  It  was  a  Vote  of  money  for 
an  Office,  and  it  did  not  follow  that  it 
would  be  paid  to  Mr.  Bolton.  If  he 
continued  in  the  offic<'  the  money  might 
be  paid  to  him  ;  but  ho  might  have  to 
resign  his  office,  and  the  question  might 
arise  as  to  whether  the  money  should 
be  paid  to  his  creditors.  Further,  tho 
question  as  to  retaining  Mr.  Bolton  in 
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the  Public  Service  or  dismissing  him 
Traa  one  which  might  be  raised,  aa  hn 
had  before  pointed  out,  on  the  Vote  for 
Irish  Law  Charges,  which  would  come 
on  at  the  ond  of  the  week,  or  more  pro- 
bably at  the  beginning  of  nest  weok,  by 
which  time  the  Government  would  be  in 
possession  of  the  view  of  Mr.  Bolton's 
character  taken  by  a  Court  of  Law,  which 
must  nocessnrily  command  more  respect 
than  ex  parte  statements  of  hon.  Members 
made  in  tliat  House. 

Mti.  ARTHUR  ARNOLD  said,  he 
thought  there  was  no  ground  whatever 
for  the  postponement  of  this  Vote,  which 
might  be  interpreted  and  used  at  the 
trial  as  an  ex  parte  expression  of  opinion 
by  the  Committee.  He  rose,  howevi-r, 
for  the  purpose  of  putting  a  question  to 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  with  reference  to  the  Public 
Service,  of  which  he  had  had  at  one  time 
the  honour  of  being  u  member.  He  (Mr. 
Arnold)  held  that  the  rule  of  the  Public 
Sen'ioe  was  that  when  a  man  prosentml 
a  Petition  in  Bankruptcy  he  ceased  to 
be  a  member  of  the  Public  (Service,  and 
he  asked  the  hon.  Gentleman  whether 
that  rule  was  still  in  force  ;  because  he 
was  of  opinion  that  if  the  rule  did  not 
now  exist  the  sooner  it  was  re-established 
the  better  it  would  bo  for  the  public  in- 
terest. Ho  did  not  hesitate  to  say  that 
the  character  of  the  Public  Service  de- 
manded that  this  should  be  the  case. 
Further,  he  would  take  that  opportunity 
of  expressing  his  opinion  that  hon.  Mem- 
bers on  both  sides  of  the  House  had  ab- 
Btained  during  that  day's  discussion  very 
properly  from  any  matters  relating  to 
the  question  at  i.'sue  in  the  action  now 
pending.  Uo  laid  it  down  as  a  principle 
that  if  Mr.  Bolton  had  presented  a  Peti- 
tion in  Bankruptcy,  that  fact  ought  to 
be  sufhcieiit  to  cause  his  suspension  from 
the  Public  Service.  The  character  of  the 
Public  Service  demanded  that  the  rule 
which  existed  in  England  should  be 
carried  out  in  Ireland  ;  and  if  any  hon. 
Member  would  move  for  the  omission  of 
Mr.  Bolton's  salary  on  that  ground  ho 
should  be  happy  to  support  him. 

Mr.  GIBSON  said,  the  hon.  Member 
who  had  just  sat  down  had  pointed  out 
that  it  would  not  be  reasonable  to  ask 
for  the  postponement  of  this  Vote, 
because  it  might  be  used  at  the  trial 
as  a  partial  expre.ision  of  opinion  by 
that  Committee.  But  ho  (Mr.  Gibson) 
thought  that  neither  would  it  be  reason- 


able to  ask  lor  a  declaration  of  opinion 
on  the  part  of  the  Committee  on  a  Mo- 
tion to  reduce  the  Vote  by  the  amount 
of  Mr.  Bolton's  salary,  which  might  with 
equal  possibility  be  made  use  of  in  the 
course  of  the  trial  to-morrow.  As  far 
as  he  had  read  the  papers,  it  appeared 
that  no  adjudication  of  bankruptcy  had 
yet  taken  jilace. 

Ma.  ARTHUR  ARNOLD  :  I  under- 
stand  that  he  has  himself  presented  the 
Petition. 

Mb.  GIBSON  asked  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Salford  to  take  his  statement. 
He  had  read  the  report  of  the  case  in 
the  public  Press  pretty  closely,  and  from 
what  had  occurred  he  was  not  aware 
that  Mr.  Bolton's  status  before  the  law 
bad  beeu  in  the  slightest  degree  altered 
in  any  respect  whatever.  Proceedings 
had  been  taken — no  doubt  those  pro- 
ceedings were  pending;  but  no  adjudi- 
cation of  bankruptcv  had  taken  place. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  ARNOLD  :  Is  there 
a  Petition  in  Bankruptcy,  or  is  there 
not? 

Mh.  GIBSON  said,  he  wished  to  re- 
cord his  own  opinion  of  what  had  taken 
place,  and,  having  said  so  much,  he  de- 
sired to  make  a  few  more  remarks  in  sup- 
portof  what  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Secretary  to  the  Treasurj'.  It 
had  been  mentioned  by  those  hon.  Mem- 
bers who  had  spoken  prominently  in 
reference  to  this  Vote  that  a  trial  of  an 
important  character  would  take  place  to- 
morrow in  Belfast,  in  which  trial  Mr. 
Bolton  was  the  plaintiff.  Now,  surely 
that  was  a  circimistance  which  should 
make  hon.  Members  in  all  parts  of  the 
House  anxious  to  do  nothing  and  to  say 
nothing  which  might  by  a  hair's-breadth 
affect  the  result  of  that  trial.  For  hia 
own  part,  he  offered  no  opinion  with  re- 
ference to  that  trial  one  way  or  the 
other.  It  was  an  action  for  libel,  in 
which  Mr.  Bolton  claimed  large  damages 
for  what  was  obviously,  if  it  were  well 
founded  on  fact,  a  grave  and  terrible 
charge.  As  to  whether  that  charge  was 
made  he  offered  no  opinion,  and  as  to 
what  should  be  the  result  of  the  trial 
he  expressed  no  opinion  whatever ;  it 
was  obvious  that  all  these  questions 
should  be  left  to  the  constituted  tri- 
bunals. Much  had  been  said  in  the 
course  of  the  discussion  which  he  thought 
might  better  have  been  left  unsaid. 
"With  regard  to  the  venue,  which  had 
been  placed  in  Belfast,  it  was  alleged 
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that  Mr.  Bolton  stated  that  in  32  coun- 
ties in  Ireland  ho  could  not  got  a  fair 
trial.  lie  (Mr.  Gibson)  was  not  aware 
that  Mr.  liolton  said  anything  of  the 
kind.  The  question  of  venue  was  argued 
before  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  in 
Ireland;  and  the  Court,  having  heard  tho 
arguments,  stated  that  the  ca.se  of  Mr. 
Bolton  was  that  the  defendant  was 
editor  of  a  newspaper  wliioh  had  a  large 
circulation,  and  circulated  much  mure 
in  Dublin  than  in  other  parts  of  Ira- 
land. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON  :  As  I  rend  the 
report,  Lord  Justice  Barry  said  that  Mr. 
Bolton  stated  ho  could  not  get  a  fair  trial 
in  32  counties. 

Mb.  GIBSON  said,  however  that 
might  be,  it  was  not  the  point.  He  had 
road  the  reports  of  these  legal  proceed- 
ings in  the  Queen's  Bench.  Whon  the 
Motion  cnme  on  for  hearing,  the  Judges 
decided  that  under  tho  circumstances  they 
\rere  not  at  all  at  liberty  to  interfere  with 
the  plaintiff's  selection  of  the  venue  in 
Belfast.  The  defendant  was  not  satisfied, 
and  ho  appealed  to  the  Court  of  Appeal 
in  Ireland,  which  consi-sted  of  so  many 
able  and  eminent  Judges,  and  the  ruling 
of  the  Court  was  that  they  concurred 
in  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench,  and  that  they  were  not  called 
upon  in  the  interest  of  justice  to  inter- 
fere with  the  venue  being  changed  from 
Belfast.  It  was  said  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Wostmeath  (Mr.  Harrington) 
that  Lord  Justice  Barry  made  an  obser- 
vation in  the  eoui-so  of  the  proceed- 
ings with  reference  to  the  number 
of  counties  in  which  it  was  alleged 
that  Mr.  Bolton  could  not  obtain  a 
fair  trial.  He  was  quite  willing  to 
accept  any  statement  as  to  what  oc- 
curred ;  but  that  eminent  Judge  did 
not  in  any  way  whatever  dissent  from 
tho  judgment  of  the  Appeal  Court, 
vhich,  without  question,  sanctioned  the 
exercise  of  the  plniutiil's  discretion  in 
placing  the  venue  in  Beifa.st.  Then  it 
■was  alleged  against  Mr.  Bolton  that  ho 
had  sworn  a  certain  affidavit  in  the 
Bankruptcy  Court,  which  affidavit  had 
been  described  as  infamous.  He  would 
not  go  into  the  question  in  detail;  but 
he  was  bound  to  say  in  passing  that  it 
did  not  seem  to  him  to  be  necessarily  or 
in  any  respect  infamous  that  u  man 
should  make  a  statement  that  a  verdict 
was  pendiug  which  might  place  him 
in   possession   of   more  funds  than  ho 
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had  at  present,  and  consequently  en- 
able him  to  make  a  better  settlement 
with  his  creditors.  But  why  was  Mr. 
Bolton  so  obnoxious  to  attack  on  the 
part  of  Members  below  tho  Gangway? 
Was  it  because  he  was  Crown  .Soli- 
citor? Why,  he  had  for  years  been  a 
solicitor  in  Ireland  ;  and  he  ventured  to 
say  that  if  he  had  been  merely  Crown 
Solicitor,  getting  not  a  large  salary,  or 
even  Solicitor  to  another  Department 
with  a  moderate  salary  for  discharging 
the  duties  of  his  office,  not  one  word 
would  have  been  said  against  him  in 
that  House.  He  (Mr.  Gibson)  had  had 
official  relations  with  Mr.  Bolton  for 
many  years  ;  he  had  been  directly  con- 
nected with  him  as  Crown  Solicitor,  and 
his  experience  was  that  Mr.  Bolton  was 
an  able,  energetic,  and  a  judicious  pub- 
lio  sen-ant,  who  endeavoured  to  perform 
his  duty  to  the  public  without  bringing 
any  unfair  pressure  to  bear  against  pri- 
soners. That  being  so,  ho  should  be 
wrong  if  he  withheld  his  testimony  on 
tho  subject.  Why  was  it,  then,  at  that 
hour  of  tho  day,  that  this  attack  had  been 
made  on  Mr.  Bolton  ?  Was  it  not  largely 
because  Mr.  Bolton's  services  had  been 
used  b}'  the  present  Government  in  the 
exercise  of  their  official  discretion  to  aid 
iinil  assist  them  in  most  of  the  important 
prosecutions  which  had  arrested  publio 
attention  in  Ireland  during  the  last  two 
or  throe  years  ?  He  believed  that  was 
the  case,  and  that  Mr.  Bolton's  name  as 
Crown  Prosecutor  had  won  for  him  an 
amount  of  unpopularity  which  but  forthat 
circumstance  would  not  have  attached  to 
him.  ["No,  no!"]  He  believed  that 
to  be  a  fair  observation,  at  the  same 
time  he  should  be  very  ready  to  accept 
any  statement  that  proceeded  front 
minds  unprejudiced  on  the  subject.  He 
asked  whether  it  was  wise,  reasonable, 
or  just,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that  a 
trial  was  about  to  take  place  in  which 
Mr.  Boltou  was  plaintiff,  and  in  which 
tho  hon.  Member  for  Mallow  (Mr. 
O'Brien)  was  defendant,  that  anything 
should  bo  done  on  either  side  of  the 
House  which  would  convoy  to  the  publio 
the  idea  that  there  was  a  desire  to  pre- 
judice tho  case  in  any  way  whatever. 
Mr.  Bolton  had  not  brought  his  action 
without  advice  and  consideration.  That 
must  be  clear  to  everyone.  If  it  were  n 
well-founded  action,  he  was  entitled  to 
get  a  fair  hearing;  and  if  it  were  un- 
founded, and  the  jury  were  satistied,  the 
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defendant  was  entitled  to  get  his  case 
heard  with  every  impartiality.  He  did 
not  discuss  the  merits  of  various  obser- 
vations made  with  reference  to  Mr. 
Bolton.  He  had  alluded  to  them  be- 
fore, and  it  was  not  necessary  to  go  into 
them  again.  But  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  had 
pointed  to  one  circumstance  which  was 
worthy  of  notice.  It  was  said  that  this 
Vote  should  not  be  allowed  to  pass 
before  tho  trial,  because  there  might 
not  be  any  other  opportunity  of  dis- 
cussing it  after  the  trial,  in  the  event  of 
ita  being  thought  right,  having  regard 
to  the  result  of  the  pending  litigation,  to 
take  certain  action.  That  point  had,  he 
thought,  been  met  by  tho  circumsfanco 
that  there  would  be  a  Vote  taken  in  the 
COUT60  of  tho  next  four  or  five  days 
which  included  the  salary  of  Mr.  Bolton 
as  Crown  Solicitor,  and  which  would 
afford  ample  opportunity  of  discussing 
the  whole  matter.  He  had,  of  course, 
no  right  to  regulate  the  action  of  any- 
one in  that  House  but  himself,  nor  did 
he  seek  to  do  so  ;  but  he  did  not  think 
it  unreasonable,  without  expressing  any 
feeling  one  way  or  the  other,  to  say  that 
it  was  not  in  consonance  with  the  re- 
quirements of  the  position  to  have  a  dis- 
cussion on  the  present  Vote  which  might 
be  calculated  to  lead  to  opinions  being 
formed  and  expressed  one  way  or  the 
other  on  the  very  eve  of  the  trial.  The 
discussion  then  taking  place  would  be 
reported  iu  all  the  newspapers  of  to- 
morrow morning,  amongst  others  the 
newspapers  in  Belfast,  and  for  his  own 
part  he  should  be  very  sorry  if  anything 
should  escape  him  to  tho  prejudice  either 
of  the  plaintilT  or  defendant,  whoso  case 
would  be  decided  very  shortly  upon  the 
evidence  given  before  a  Judge  and 
jury. 

Mn.  EYLANDS  rose  to  spenk 

Mk.  COUKTNFA'  :  As  1  foresee  an- 
other flood  of  easy  declamation 

Mr.  ARTHUR  ARNOLD:  1  must 
protest  against  this  statement  of  thi- 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury. 

Mu.  RYLANDS  :  I  certainly  pi'otest 
Bgaiust  it. 

Mk.  AltTHUR  ARNOLD:  It  is 
monstrous. 

Mu.  COURTNEY  said,  the  question 
had  been  raised  by  the  hou.  Member  for 
Salford  (Mr.  Arnold)  as  to  the  practice  in 
the  Civil  Service  under  certam  circum- 
Btanees. 

VOL.  00X01.    [third  sbeies.] 


Mr.  ARTHUR  ARNOLD:  Tho 
question  was  raised  as  to  whether  Mr. 
Bolton  had  or  had  not  presented  the 
Petition  in  Bankruptcy  ? 

Mr.  COUETNEY  said,  he  had  under- 
stood the  hon.  Member  for  Salford  to 
nsk  if  it  were  not  the  rule  in  the  Civil 
Service  that  a  person  who  presented  a 
Petition  in  Bankruptcy  ceased  ipiofaelo 
to  be  a  member  of  the  Civil  .Service  ? 
Fui-ther,  ho  understood  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  state  that  if  that  were  not  the 
rule  at  present,  the  sooner  it  was  made 
so  the  better.  Ho  (Mr.  Courtney)  wished 
to  state  what  was  the  practice  in  the 
Civil  Service  witli  respect  to  both  Eng- 
land and  Ireland.  The  rule  was  that  if 
a  person  became  bankrupt  in  England, 
Ireland,  or  Scotland,  it  did  not  matter 
which,  he  at  once  became  liable  to  dis- 
missal. But  it  was  also  the  case  that 
his  dismissal  depended  entirely  on  the 
character  of  his  bankruptcy.  If  the 
bankruptcy  appeared  to  be  the  result  of 
riotous  living  and  extravagance,  and  if 
there  was  any  suspicion  of  fraud,  the 
man  was,  of  course,  dismissed.  But  the 
hon.  Member  would  know  that  there 
were  bankruptcies  which  involved  no 
kind  of  moral  guilt  on  tho  part  of  the 
individual.  For  instance,  a  person  hold- 
ing bank  shares  as  a  Trustee  who  be- 
came personally  liable  for  a  large  amount 
of  money  through  tho  failure  of  tho  bank 
might  become  bankrupt,  and  on  the  suppo- 
sition that  that  gentleman  was  a  member 
of  the  Civil  Service,  it  would  bo  monstrous 
to  dismiss  him  under  such  circumstances. 
It  remained  to  him  to  allude  to  an  ob- 
servation which  had  escaped  him  in  jest, 
and  for  which  he  offered  his  apologies 
to  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Burnley  (\[r.  Rylands). 

Mu.  RYL.ANDS  said,  ho  readily  ac- 
cepted the  apology  of  his  hon,  Friend ; 
but  he  was  bound  to  say  that  he  could 
not  accept  with  satisfaction  the  state- 
uR'tit  with  which  he  had  met  the  com- 
plaints of  ihi.'  hou.  Member  for  Salford 
(Mr.  Arnold).  IIo  had  a  strong  im- 
pression that  tho  course  taken  by  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  had  certainly 
led  to  a  great  waste  of  public  time. 
Thoyall  knew  that  hon.  Gentlemen  from 
Ireland  occupied  a  verj-  different  position 
in  that  House  to  that  occupied  by  Eug- 
lioh  Members.  Ho  regretted  the  neces- 
sity under  which  Irish  Members  lay 
of  constantly  calling  attention  in  that 
House    to    grievances    connected    with 
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Irish  ofBoials.  They  were  in  a  peculiar 
position  in  that  respect,  for  if  any  scandals 
such  as  hon.  Members  from  Ireland  had 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  House 
were  to  occur  amongut  public  officials  in 
England,  the  Press  of  the  country  and  the 
public  opinion  of  the  country  would  crush 
the  offenders.  In  this  case  it  was  the 
voice  of  a  few  Irish  Members  who  re- 
presented public  opinion  in  Ireland  that 
the  Government  had  to  listen  to.  He 
asked  whether  public  opinion  in  Ireland 
affected  Dublin  Castle?  Not  at  all. 
"Was  it  not  a  fact  that  Irish  Members 
had  only  that  House  iu  which  to  make 
their  complaints,  and  was  it  not  a  fact 
that  they  came  down  night  after  night 
and  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
House  evidence  that  the  whole  of  the  Pub- 
lic. Service  in  Ireland  was  honeycombed 
with  influences  which  were  calculated  to 
create  a  bad  impression  ?  Thej'  were 
told  to  wait  the  result  of  the  trial  pend- 
ing. That,  he  supposed,  was  the  action 
against  the  hon.  Member  for  Mallow 
(Mr.  O'Brien) ;  but  he  would  point  out 
that,  in  all  probability,  there  would  be 
other  actions  brought  against  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mallow  by  Government  olli- 
cials,  and  surely  it  could  not  be  con- 
tended that  hon.  Members  were  to  re- 
frain from  expressing  their  opinions 
upon  the  charges  against  Mr.  Bolton 
until  those  actions  had  been  decided. 
From  their  experience  of  what  had  al- 
ready occurred,  were  they  not  to  autiei- 
pato  that  the  charges  made  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mallow  had  some  founda- 
tion ?  He  did  not  wish  to  prejudice  the 
case  iu  the  slightest  degree  ;  he  knew 
nothing  about  it ;  but  he  was  bound  to 
Bay  that  he  had  heard  (iuestions  put  in 
that  House  over  and  over  again  with 
regard  to  Mr.  Bolton's  conduct,  ond  that 
he  had  heard  answers  from  the  Treasury 
Bench  which  had  impressed  hia  mind 
with  the  belief  that  if  ony  public  offiiial 
in  England  were  made  the  subject  of  the 
imputations  cast  upon  Mr.  Bolton,  the 
Government  would  have  been  bound  to 
investigate  those  charges,  and  to  have 
dismissed  him  in  the  event  of  their  being 
found  to  be  true.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  to  tho  Treasury  said  it  was 
an  unfortunate  circumstance  that  this 
gentleman's  salary  appeared  on  the 
Votes  in  such  a  way  as  to  afford  an 
opfiortunity  of  frequently  raising  this 
question  with  regard  to  Mr.  Bolton. 
Why,  if  it  were  not  for  that,  there  would 

Mr.  Rylandi 


be  no  opportunity  of  discussing  Mr. 
Bolton's  conduct  as  a  public  servant. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  t  I  only  said  that 
in  a  humorous  sense.  I  said  it  was  un- 
fortunate that  the  name  should  appear 
twice. 

Ma.  ETLANDS  said,  if  his  hon. 
Friend  considered  the  expression  "  un- 
fortunate circumstance  "  was  humorous, 
it  did  not  give  him  that  impression.  He 
said  that  hon.  Members  from  Ireland 
had  no  other  chance  than  that  which  was 
offered  by  the  dis^nission  of  tho  Estimates 
of  controlling  these  matters  in  Ireland. 
They  had  no  Parliament  of  their  own  ; 
and,  therefore,  they  came  to  that  House 
and  had  to  take  advantage  of  the  Votes 
to  raise  questions  which  deeply  inte- 
rested them  and  their  constituents.  Ho 
had  felt  constantly  that  English  Mem- 
bers of  the  Imperial  Parliament  laboured 
under  a  serious  disadvantage,  from  the 
fact  that  there  was  ground — serious 
ground — for  the  endeavours  of  Irish 
Members  to  direct  attention  in  England 
to  the  state  of  affairs  existing  in  Ire- 
land. Now,  he  regretted  that  his  right 
hon.  Friend  tho  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  was  not  pre- 
sent. He  thought  his  right  hou.  Friend 
ought  to  have  been  in  his  place  when 
this  Vote  was  under  discussion.  His 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Solicitor 
General  for  Ireland  also  was  absent,  al- 
though he  had  been  in  his  place  a  short 
time  ago.  His  hon.  Friend  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  could  not  be  ex- 
poctod  to  answer  the  questions  put  to 
bim  with  regard  to  Mr.  Bolton's  posi- 
tion ;  he  could  not  answer  the  question 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Salford  (Mr. 
Arnold)  as  to  whether  the  Petition  in 
Bankruptcy  had  been  presented  by  Mr. 
Bolton  himself  or  by  others.  Well,  his 
hon. Friend  said  that  that  did  notaffectthe 
question.  If  a  man  were  simply  dragged 
into  the  Bankruptcy  Court  by  having  a 
Petition  filed  against  him,  there  were 
answers  which  could  be  made  to  such  a 
Petition,  and  it  might,  perhaps,  be  that 
tho  Court  would  refuse  the  application  ; 
but  this  was  a  very  different  positioa 
from  that  occupied  by  a  man  who  went 
to  the  Court  and  proclaimed  his  own. 
bankruptcy,  and  petitioneil  as  a  bank- 
rupt. It  was  a  fact  that  his  hon.  Friend 
tho  Member  for  Salford  asked  for  infor- 
mation with  regard  to  the  presentation 
of  the  Petition  in  Bankruptcy.  Tho 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  oppo- 
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Bite  the  iremlipr  for  the  University  of 
Dublin  (Mr.  Gibson)  gave  his  own  im- 
pression of  what  had  taken  place;  but 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  could 
not  say  whtHhor  any  Petition  had  been 
presented  hy  Mr.  Bolton  or  not.  "Well, 
he  (Mr.  Eylands)  had  the  best  rea- 
BOns  for  knowing  that  a  Petition  was 
presented  by  Mr.  Bolton  himself.  But, 
whether  that  was  so  or  not,  what  struck 
him  was  that  from  time  to  time  a  great 
deal  had  been  brought  before  the 
House  touching  the  conduct  of  this 
public  official ;  and  although  he  knew 
nothing  personally  about  tbo  matter,  the 
impression  ho  derived  from  the  answers 
given  to  the  Questions  of  Irish  Members 
jTom  the  Treasury  Bench  was  that  it 
was  the  duly  of  the  E.xecutive  to  con- 
sider whether  Mr.  Bolton  should  be  re- 
tained in  office  or  not.  His  hou.  Friend 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  told  the 
Committee  that  there  would  bo  another 
opportunity  after  the  trial  had  taken 
place  of  raising  and  discussing  this 
question.  So  far,  he  was  wiUing  that 
the  matter  should  remain  over  until  the 
Vote  for  Irish  Law  Charges  was  reached. 
But  although  he  did  not  dispute  the 
argument  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  that 
this  £400  was  required  for  the  purposes 
of  the  Office,  and  tiiat  it  would  not 
necessarily  be  paid  to  Mr.  Bolton,  yet 
he  could  not  agree  that  the  Voto  should 
be  taken  on  that  ground  without  discus- 
Bion,  because  hon.  Gentlenioii  who  pro- 
tested against  the  conduct  of  nu  empluyv 
would  have  no  opportunity  of  making 
tht-ir  voice  heard  unless  they  took  ad- 
Tantngo  of  the  Votes  as  thi'y  came  for- 
ward, for  that  was  the  only  means  of 
making  known  their  grievances.  He 
repeated  that  lie  fhould  be  willing  to 
allow  the  matter  to  remain  until  the 
other  Vote  referred  to  had  been  reached, 
which,  he  believed,  would  atlord  an  op- 
portunit}'  of  deciding  the  question  ;  and 
then,  if  the  charges  against  Mr.  Bolton 
were  made  good,  he  believed  it  would 
be  quite  possible  to  get  the  Committee 
to  strike  out  the  Vote  for  his  salary.  In 
conclusion,  he  deeply  regretted  that 
there  should  bo  a  necessity  for  these 
constant  representations  on  the  part  of 
hon.  Gentlemen  from  Ireland,  which 
they  were  perfectly  justified  in  bringing 
under  the  notice  of  the  House,  with 
regard  to  officials  in  Ireland  who  ap- 
peared to  conduct  themselves  in  a  man- 
ner that  was  neither  creditable  to  them- 


selves nor  for  the  advantage  of   the 
people  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  sexton  said,  he  thought  it  was 
unfortunate  that  they  should  be  obliged 
to  carry  on  a  discussion  involving  the 
conduct  and  character  of  an  important 
Irish  official  in  the  absence  of  the  Minis- 
ter who  was  chiefly  acquainted  with 
and  responsible  for  affairs  in  Ireland — 
that  was  to  say,  in  the  absence  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 
He  thought  the  absence  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  all  the  more  re- 
gretable  because  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  had 
pleaded,  in  the  course  of  the  discussion, 
that  he  had  not  been  officially  informed 
as  to  tho  position  of  Mr.  George  Bolton 
before  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy.  The 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  was,  as  the  Parliamentary 
Head  of  the  Department,  oflieially  in- 
formed of  Mr.  Bolton's  aflairs,  and  there 
could  be  no  doubt  that  had  he  been  in 
his  place  on  that  occasion  he  would  have 
been  able  to  enlighten  the  Committee 
with  regard  to  them  ;  but,  as  he  was 
not  present,  he  thought  thero  was  an 
additional  reason  for  tho  pot-tpoDoment 
of  the  Vote.  Notwithstanding  that  he 
knew  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
very  much  overworked  by  his  labour  in 
that  House,  ho  was  bound  to  say  that  he 
considered  his  absence  gi-eatly  to  be  re- 
gretted. Although  he  had  a  serious 
objection  to  the  ajiecch  of  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  tlie  Member  for 
the  University  of  Dublin  (Mr.  Gibson), 
he  took  the  liberty  to  point  out  that  it 
would  be  well  if  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  would  induce  himself  to  imi- 
tate tho  Parliamentary  method  of  tho 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  whenever  he  had  anything  to 
saj-,  made  his  argument  needlessly 
oll'ensivo.  There  were  circumstances,  of 
course,  in  which  the  phrase  "  easy 
declamation "  might  be  used ;  but  it 
should  bo  remembered  tlmt  the  reten- 
tion of  Mr.  Bolton  in  his  official  posi- 
tion was  well  calculated  to  excite  in  the 
minds  of  Irish  Members  indignation ; 
and  before  the  hon.  Gentleman  accused 
them  of  indulging  in  "easy  declama- 
tion "  on  that  subject,  he  thought  he 
should  consider  the  propriety  of  retract- 
ing his  ill-considered  phrase  about 
"unfortunate  eonscientiouanesa "    with 
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whieli  the  EstimatDS  wero  drawn  up. 
Perhaps  the  hon.  Qentleman  would  have 
preferred  a  system  under  which  Mr. 
Bolton's  salary  could  bo  buried  out  of 
eight,  and  not  appear  on  the  Estiniates 
at  all.  He  thought  the  phrase  uufor- 
nate,  and  one  which  could  not  be 
explained  away  by  any  reference  to 
humour.  It  was  a  very  unfortunate 
humour,  which  misled  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  Univer- 
sity of  Dublin  had  accused  them  of  want 
of  impartiality  and  want  of  duo  regard 
for  the  raising  of  the  character  of  debate 
in  that  House,  by  their  attacking  the 
character  of  a  man  who  was  a  party  to 
the  action  to  be  fried  to-morrow.  The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  was 
a  skilful  debater,  and  was  accustomed 
with  great  force  to  urge  his  advice  upon 
that  House;  but  his  (Mr.  Sexton's) 
complaint  was  that  hia  whole  speech  was 
oaturated  with  the  effort  to  defend  the 
character  of  Mr.  Bolton.  He  bad  ac- 
cused hon.  Members  on  those  Benches 
because  they  brought  forward  what  they 
claimed  to  be  facts,  while  ho  spoke  of 
the  industry,  zeal,  and  energy  of  Mr. 
Bolton  in  such  a  manner  as  by  oblique 
means  to  convey  to  the  jury  that  a  ver- 
dict should  be  found  in  his  favour.  Well, 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
asked  why  Mr.  Bolton  had  been  singled 
out  for  attack,  and  he  said  it  was  on 
account  of  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
conducted  certain  prosecutious.  He  (Mr. 
Sexton)  repelled  with  all  hia  force  the 
accusation  that  any  man  on  those 
Benches  had  attacked  Mr.  Bolton  be- 
cause of  any  special  energy  or  vigour 
that  he  had  displayed  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duties.  There  were  plenty  of  other 
men  in  Ireland  who  displayed  energy 
and  ability.  Was  Mr.  Cornwall  singled 
out,  because  he  had  energy  and  ability, 
•which  he  displayed  in  the  interest  of  the 
State  ?  No.  Mr.  Bolton  had  been  singled 
out,  as  Mr.  Cornwall  had  been  singled 
out  because  he  had  committed  offences 
which  rendered  his  retention  in  a  Public 
Office  a  scandal;  and  ho  (Mr.  Sexton) 
asserted  for  himself  and  his  hon.  Friends 
that  80  long  ns  any  official  in  Ireland 
conducted  himself  properly  he  would 
never  bo  attacked  from  those  Benches, 
but  that  when  such  official  misconducted 
himself  he  would  be  made  the  object  of 
attack  in  the  manner  which  he  deserved, 
ind  in  that  manner  only.     The  fact  was 

Mr.  Sexton 


left  out  of  view  that  for  many  years  the 
main  features  of  Mr.  Bolton's  life  had 
been  matter  of  notoriety.  It  mattered 
little  whether  a  Petition  to  the  Bank- 
ruptcy Court  had  been  presented  by  him 
or  against  him,  the  fact  being  notorious 
that  he  owed  £90,000.  that  he  would 
not  or  could  not  pay  Id.  of  that  money, 
that  the  Sheriff  of  Dublin  could  not 
execute  a  decree  of  6d.  against  him,  and 
that  he  had  repeatedly  evaded  the  order 
of  the  Court  with  respect  to  the  land 
which  he  possessed.  Hon.  Members  on 
those  Benches  were  blamed  for  antici- 
pating the  merits  of  the  trial  which 
would  take  place  to-morrow.  Upon 
that  he  desired  to  make  two  observa- 
tions. First,  they  were  there  as  the  Ee- 
presentatives  of  the  people,  and  they  said 
that  the  public  interest  concerned  in  the 
retention  of  a  man  of  this  character  in 
an  important  office  in  the  Public  Service 
was  infinitely  greater  than  the  interests 
either  of  the  plaintiff  or  defendant  in 
the  case  to  be  tried  to-morrow.  If  there 
were  any  obligation  upon  them  to  be  dis- 
creet and  reserved  in  their  language, 
how  much  greater  was  that  obligation 
upon  the  Judges  on  the  Irish  Bench  ? 
But  had  they  set  an  example  of  discre- 
tion and  reserve  ?  Why,  on  the  very 
motion  for  changing  the  venue  in  the 
action  against  his  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Mallow  (Mr.  O'Brien),  when  his 
hon.  Friend  pleaded  that  his  life  would 
not  be  safe  in  Belfast,  one  of  the  Judges 
observed  that  ho  would  be  as  safe  in 
Belfast  as  at  church — that  was  to  say,  if 
he  ever  went  to  church.  That  was  the 
impartiality,  that  was  the  reserve  of  the 
Judicial  Bench  in  Ireland,  exhibited  by 
a  Judge  when  he  was  sending  his  hon. 
Friend,  a  Catholic  in  creed,  to  be  tried 
by  a  Protestant  jury  in  a  Protestant 
Court  at  Belfast ;  when  it  was  known 
that  there  was  no  man  who  stood  higher 
in  social  character  and  with  regard  to 
the  observances  of  his  creed  than  the 
hon.  Member  for  Mallow.  So  much  for 
one  of  the  Judges.  Again,  when  this 
Petition  came  before  Judge  Walsh,  the 
other  day,  although  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  law  the  affairs  of  Mr.  Bolton 
should  have  been  laid  before  the  public 
at  that  moment,  the  Judge  granted  him 
delay  and  gave  him  immunity  until  tho 
trial  was  over,  because,  as  he  said, 
Mr.  Bolton  had  brought  an  action 
against  Mr.  O'Brien,  and  there  was  a 
probability  that  he  might  obtain  a  ver- 
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diet.  That  was  another  example  of 
judicial  irapartiality  and  roservo  on  the 
part  of  the  Irish  Bench.  When  Judges 
behaved  in  that  manner,  were  they,  the 
Irish  Members,  to  be  accused  for  taking 
advantage  of  an  occasion  when  it  arose 
for  denouncing  an  individual  in  tiio  in- 
terests of  the  public  ?  It  appeared  to 
him  extraordinary  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  that  they  should  expect 
Irish  Members  to  forego  discussion  on 
Mr.  Bolton's  salary  in  this  Vote  on  the 
ground  that  n  trial  was  to  take  place. 
It  was  no  fault  of  theirs  that  the  trial 
had  been  fixed  for  to-morrow  ;  the  suc- 
cession of  time  and  events  was  not  ihe 
work  of  Irish  Members,  and  if  the  Go- 
vernment did  not  want  the  discussion 
with  regard  to  Mr.  Bolton  to  come  on 
they  could  very  easily  have  avoided  it. 
Nothing  more  was  necessary  than  to 
withdraw  the  Vote.  But  they  had  not 
done  that,  and  therefore  he  said  that  if 
the  interests  of  justice  were  involved  in 
what  had  occurred  or  would  occur  in  the 
course  of  the  discussion,  upon  the  Govern- 
ment, and  not  upon  hon.  Members  on 
those  Benches,  rested  the  blame.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  said  he  was  not  officially  in- 
formed on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Bolton's 
affairs.  He  thought  the  hon.  Gentleman 
hhould  be  ashamed  of  such  an  admis- 
sion. 

Mb.  OOUETNEY  said,  his  statement 
was  that  the  Treasury  had  no  official  in- 
formation with  regard  to  the  affidavit 
of  Mr.  Bolton  in  the  Court  of  Bank- 
ruptcy. 

Jftt.  SEXTON  contended  that,  when 
the  salary  of  an  official  in  Ireland  was 
brought  before  the  House,  it  was  not 
creditable  that  an  official  charged  with 
defending  the  Vote  should  be  unable  to 
inform  hon.  Members  with  respect  to 
a  transaction  intimately  connected  with 
the  character  of  the  individual  for  whom 
the  money  was  asked,  and  consequently 
intimately  connected  with  the  question 
OS  to  whether  that  individual  should  be 
retained  in  the  Public  Service.  He 
o-^ked  upon  what  principle  of  justice, 
when  hon.  Gentlemen  on  those  Benches 
re<iue8ted  to  be  informed  whether  or  not 
George  Bolton  had  petitioned  to  be  made 
a  bankrupt,  and  whether  or  not  his  cre- 
ditors had  petitioned  the  Court  against 
him,  they  were  to  be  told  that  his  salary 
was  to  be  passed  in  that  Committee 
without  their  questions  being  replied  to. 


and  without  any  answer  to  the  question 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Salford  (Mr. 
Arthur  Arnold)  and  the  remarks  of  other 
hon.  Members  as  to  whether  a  man 
would  any  longer  be  retained  in  the 
Civil  Service  who  had  presented  a  Peti- 
tion, or  against  whom  a  Petition  in 
Bankruptcy  had  been  presented  ?  He 
said  tbey  were  entitled  to  receive  from 
Her  Majesty'sGovernment  the  fullest  in- 
formation as  to  the  state  of  Mr.  Bolton's 
afl'airs.  He  could  assure  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  that 
no  sarcasm  of  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Qentlemau  the  Member  for  the  Univer- 
sity of  Dublin  (Mr.  Gibson),  no  specious 
pleas  delivered  in  sympathetic  language, 
would  prevent  him  or  his  hon.  Friends 
taking  advantage  of  every  Constitutional 
opportunity  that  presented  itself  for 
criticizing  the  conduct  of  officials  in 
Ireland.  There  might  be  another  Vote 
to  come  forward  next  week,  on  which 
this  question  of  Mr.  Bolton  could  bo 
raised  ;  but  Irish  Members  were  so  used 
to  the  manipulation  of  these  matters  by 
the  Government,  and  to  the  devious 
course  which  they  were  in  the  habit  of 
pursuing,  when  the  conduct  of  their  offi- 
cials was  called  in  question,  that  he 
would  not  be  surprised,  when  the  Vote 
for  the  Crown  Solicitors  came  on  next 
week,  if  they  were  told  that  Mr.  George 
Bolton  had  been  promoted  for  distin- 
guished services  ;  that  he  was  no  longer 
a  Crown  Solicitor,  and  that  his  conduct 
must  not  be  discussedon  the  Vote  at  all. 
They  were,  he  repeated,  so  accustomed 
to  the  procedure  of  the  Government  in 
cases  of  this  kind,  that,  no  matter  how 
they  were  accused,  they  should  do  their 
duty,  as  Representatives  of  the  people, 
and  ask  for  no  excuse  for  their  mode  of 
criticizing  the  personal  conduct  of  offi- 
cials in  Ireland. 

Mr.  AETHUR  ARNOLD  said,  he 
could  not  congratulate  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  on 
the  method  of  his  replies.  He  had  him- 
self put  a  simple  question  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman  as  to  whether  Mr.  George 
Bolton  had  or  had  not  presented  a  Peti- 
tion to  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy  ?  He 
had  asked  the  hon.  Gentleman,  also,  whe- 
ther he  had  any  authority  for  believing 
that  he  bad  done  so,  and  had  added  that 
if  Mr.  George  Bolton  had  presented  a 
Petition  to  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy,  he 
ought,  like  any  other  public  servant,  to 
be  immediately  suspended,  and  probably 
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dismissed.  But  the  hou.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  had  presumed 
to  meet  that  statement  by  a  reference  to 
"  easy  declamation,"  and  by  what  he 
ventured  to  caU  humour.  Now,  he  (Mr. 
A.  Arnold)  had  a  very  strong  opinion 
that  the  present  was  not  an  occasion  for 
humour ;  and,  moreover,  although  he 
had  the  highest  respect  for  the  character 
of  his  hon.  Friend,  he  should  have 
thought  he  would  have  been  the  last 
man  in  tliat  IIouso,  when  the  eonduot  of 
a  public  servant  was  called  in  question, 
to  attempt  a  r6t«  for  which  he  was  sin- 
gularly unllted — namely,  that  of  hu- 
mourist. Apparently,  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man could  not  give  him  an  answer  to 
the  simple  question  as  to  whether  this 
official,  Mr.  Bolton,  bad  petitioned  the 
Court  of  Bankruptcy  ?  From  informa- 
tion ho  (Mr.  A.  Arnold)  possessed,  he 
believed  that  was  the  case ;  and  feeling, 
as  he  did,  that  in  this  matter  Her  Ma- 

i'esty's  Government  had  acted  with  neg- 
ect  in  not  immediately  suspending  Mr. 
Bolton  from  the  Public  Service,  ho 
should  vote  on  the  Division  with  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite. 

Mr.  "W^UiTON  said,  he  did  not  very 
much  like  the  manner  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Salford  (Mr.  A.  Arnold)  in  wii^h- 
ing  to  go  to  a  Division  immediately 
after  his  attack  on  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury.  He  (Mr. 
Warton)  was  no  friend  of  the  Govern- 
ment, or  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury ;  but  he  was  bound  to  say  that  the 
hon,  Gentleman  had  on  that  occasion 
been  unfairly  attacked  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Salford  and  others  in  the  course 
of  the  debate.  Ho  (Mr.  Warton)  felt, 
with  regard  to  the  hon.  Gentleman's 
allusion  to  humour,  that  it  was  a  harm- 
loss  and  pleasant  joke.  Tie  was  sur- 
prised that  Irishmen  should  have  failed 
to  perceive  the  harmless  little  jest  of  tlie 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury — their  minds, 
it  would  seem,  having  for  the  occasion 
sunk  to  a  Scotch  leveL  There  were,  of 
course,  exceptions  to  the  rule,  and  the 
perception  of  a  joke  was  not  given  to 
all ;  but  there  was  no  excuse  for  Irish- 
men in  a  matter  of  this  kind,  and  he 
thought  it  was  wrong  for  them  to  take 
hold  0/  an  innocent  obsen'ation  which 
must  have  been  so  understood  by  almost 
everyone  who  heard  it.  With  regard 
to  the  attitude  assumed  towards  this 
question  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Burn- 
ley (Mr.  Eylands),  he  must  say  that  he 

Mr.  Arthur  Arnold 


had  never  listened  to  a  more  unblushing 
Electioneering  speech  made  by  anyone 
in  the  prospect  of  a  Dissolution.  He 
thought  there  must  be  a  great  number 
of  Irish  voters  in  Burnley,  or  the  hon. 
Member  would  not  have  said  he  re- 
gretted that  Ireland  had  not  a  Parlia- 
ment of  her  own.  He  believed  that  all 
English  Members  were  in  favour  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  EYLANDS  said,  he  had  ex- 
pres.sed  no  regret  that  Ireland  had  not  a 
Parliament  of  her  own. 

Mb.  WARTON  said,  it  was  true  that 
the  hon.  Member  for  Burnley  had  not 
used  the  word  regret ;  but  he  had  asked 
what  the  Irish  people  could  do,  and  said 
that  Ireland  had  no  Parliament  of  her 
own.  That  certainly  was  as  much  as  to 
say  that  he  regretted  the  fact  that  Ira- 
land  had  no  Parliament  of  her  own ; 
and  he  supposed  the  hon.  Member's  re- 
mark was  intended  for  the  Irish  electors 
of  Burnley.  It  was  the  first  time  during 
the  present  Session  that  they  had  heard 
the  hon.  Member  announce  his  inten- 
tion of  voting  against  the  Government 
in  view  of  the  approaching  Election. 
WitJi  regard  to  Mr.  Bolton's  case,  he 
was  strongly  of  opinion  that  he  ought 
to  be  retained  as  Public  Prosecutor,  be- 
cause he  hold  the  threads  of  so  many 
conspiracies  in  his  hands.  And  he 
thouglit  Her  Majesty's  Government 
would  be  justified  in  retaining bim  even 
if  ho  had  presented  a  Petition  to  the 
Court  of  Bankruptcy,  which  men  often 
did  with  ft  view  to  arranging  their 
affiiirs,  after  they  had  time  to  look  around 
thoni,  and  especially  on  the  ground  that 
against  Mi.  Bolton,  as  Public  Prosecutor, 
DO  charge  had  been  or,  he  was  con- 
vinced, could  be  made. 

Mil.  T.  P.  O'CONNOB  said,  he  wished, 
on  behalf  of  himself  and  other  hon. 
Gentlemen  on  those  Benches,  to  protest 
against  the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  who  had  just  sat  down 
that  Mr.  Bolton  should  be  retained  in 
the  olBce  under  discussion,  because,  aa 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Brid- 
port  had  alleged,  there  was  no  charge 
against  him  as  Crown  Prosecutor.  They 
wi-ro  not  discussing  in  Committee  that 
day  Mr.  Bolton's  conduct  as  Crown  Pro- 
secutor. If  that  question  were  to  be 
raised,  it  would  bo  raised  at  the  proper 
time.  Their  whole  case  at  that  mo- 
ment was  whether  Mr.  Bolton's  personal 
character  waa  euch  that  he  could  no 
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longer  bo  continued  with  decency  as  a 
Bervaat  and  official  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  That  was  the  whole  point 
under  discussion.  lie  did  not  deem  it 
necessary  to  go  into  the  rather  unworthy 
suggestions  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Bridport  with  regard  to  the 
attitude  taken  up  on  this  question  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Burnley  (Mr.  Eylanda) 
and  tbe  hon.  Member  for  Salford  (Mr. 
A.  Arnold).  IIo  would  simply  exjiress 
his  conviction  that  it  was  no  small  per- 
sonal matter,  such  as  the  hope  of  secur- 
ing a  few  votes,  that  made  those  hon. 
Gentlemen  speak  as  they  had  done  that 
day  on  the  Vote  before  the  Committee. 
He  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  the  fact  that  they  had  wit- 
nessed that  afternoon  an  opposition  of  a 
sei-ious  kind,  indeed,  to  the  attitude  of 
the  Government  towards  their  subordi- 
nates, started  by  hon.  Members  opposite, 
and  not  by  hon.  Members  on  those 
Benches.  That,  ho  said,  was  a  most 
significant  fact.  He  knew  it  was  a  cir- 
cumstance which  would  bo  marked  with 
considerable  satisfaction  in  Ireland,  and 
he  thought  it  was  one  which  ought  to 
act  as  a  warning  to  the  Head  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  who  happened 
to  be  present  on  that  occasion.  When- 
ever a  Napoleonic  demonstration  took 
place  in  Paris,  the  Sepublican  journals 
took  care  to  point  to  the  fact  that  there 
were  certain  absentees  from  the  demon- 
stration, the  reason  being  that  most  of 
those  gentlemen  had  found  their  way 
inside  the  walls  of  gaols  for  conduct 
which,  at  other  times,  would  perhaps 
have  secured  them  reward,  if  any 
similar  demonstration  were  hereafter  to 
take  place  in  Ireland,  it  might  be  that  a 
large  number  uf  highly-rewarded  offi- 
cials in  power  there  would  find  them- 
selves in  gaol  for  misconduct  which  had 
been  allowed  to  pass  unchecked.  Apart 
from  their  strong  political  differences, 
Irish  Members  had  a  strong  pei-sonal 
regard  for  the  Chief  .Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland.  For  his 
own  part,  he  considered  him  an  official 
who  acted  indiscriminately,  and  often 
unwisely ;  but  with  regard  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  himself,  most  persons 
would  agree  with  him  when  he  said  that 
they  had  for  him  the  greatest  respect  as 
an  honourable  and  high-minded  gentle- 
man. What  was  the  position  in  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  placed  ? 
When  he  (Jlr.  T.  P.  O'Connor)  saw  the 


right  hon.  Gentleman  in  that  House 
haggard,  and  weaiy,  and  distressed 
every  day  of  bis  life,  because  of  the 
association  he  was  brought  into  with 
loathsome  criminals,  he  maintained  it 
was  a  position  in  which  a  gentleman 
like  himself  ought  never  to  be  allowed 
to  be  dragged  into ;  but  the  uprising  of 
hon.  Gentlemen  on  that  (the  Irish)  side 
of  the  House  against  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tloman  as  to  his  contact  with  officials  in 
Ireland,  was  to  save  him,  and  other  Eng- 
lishmen in  Ireland,  from  the  stain  and 
stigma  of  associating  with  these  evil  cri- 
minals in  Ireland.  The  Vote  was  £400 
for  George  Bolton,  and  the  statement  of 
Irish  Members  was  this — that  George 
Bolton  ought  not,  and  could  not,  be  re- 
tained as  an  official  of  any  Government 
who  had  a  respect  for  itself,  or  a  respect 
for  the  decencies  of  life.  That  was  their 
whole  case.  What  were  their  proofs  ia 
favour  of  that  position  ?  The  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  must  think  that  the 
House  had  been  asleep  for  the  past  four 
years.  The  hon.  Gentleman  rose  up  and 
raised  a  question  as  to  facts  which  he 
(Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor)  thought  had  passed 
altogether  into  the  domain  of  historical 
and  undisputed  facts.  The  charges  the 
Irish  Members  brought  against  George 
Bolton  were  supposed  by  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman to  be  supported  merely  by  their 
ipse  dixit.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man who  had  just  spoken,  and  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  late  At- 
torney General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Gibson), 
supposed  that  the  attacks  of  the  Irish 
Members  on  Mr.  Bolton  were  because 
of  his  eflBciency  as  a  Crown  Solicitor. 
Why,  the  main  charge  on  which  they 
relied  was  with  regard  to  what  had  hap- 
pened in  1876,  before  the  present  Irish 
Party  in  the  House  was  thought  of. 
The  charge  brought  against  Mr.  Bolton 
was  not  made  by  a  politician  or  an  Irish- 
man, but  made  by  the  deliberate  judg- 
ment of  an  Englishman  in  an  English 
Court  of  Law — in  a  judgment  by  Mr. 
Justice  Fry,  who  charged  Mr.  Bolton  in 
two  characters — namely,  as  a  solicitor 
and  as  a  husband.  Those  charges  had 
not  been,  and  could  not  be,  denied  by 
Mr.  Bolton,  either  in  one  character  or 
the  other;  and  they  should  at  once 
have  disqualified  him  from  any  further 
employment  under  a  decent  and  self-re- 
specting Administration.  What  wore 
the  charges  ?  Why,  George  Boltoa 
married  a  lady  of  ooaeidorable  fortune ; 
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Bhe  asked  him  to  draw  up  a  deed  that 
■would  give  Lcr  control  of  her  property ; 
but  betraying  his  trust  na  a  solicitor, 
and  also  the  more  sacrod  duty  of  a  hus- 
band, this  man  drew  up  a  deed  giving 
liimsolf  the  disposal  of  her  property, 
denuding  her,  in  fact,  of  all  she  pos- 
sessed. Ho  drew  up  a  deed  giving  him- 
self the  right  of  disposing  of  her  pro- 
perty, and  the  right  he  so  obtained  he 
had  carried  to  the  extent  of  dissipating 
a  very  considorable  amount  of  that  un- 
fortunate lady's  wealth.  There  were 
several  other  charges  against  Mr.  Bol- 
ton's moral  character,  but  into  these 
matters  he  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor)  did 
not  wish  to  go — charges  affecting  the 
character  of  the  man  which  his  oiHcial 
superiors  were  now  considering,  and 
whifli,  in  the  case  of  an  English  official, 
they  always  did  consider  on  the  earliest 
possible  occasion.  He  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Con- 
nor) contended  that  no  Government, 
however  much  stronger  than  the  one 
which  at  present  controlled  the  destinies 
of  this  country,  would  dare  to  keep  in 
office,  for  one  week  in  England,  an  offi- 
cial against  whom  a  Judge  of  the  land 
had  pronounced  such  a  damning  opinion 
as  that  pronounced  by  Mr.  Justice  Fry, 
in  1876,  against  Mr.  Bolton.  Take  the 
seooud  point.  The  Irish  Members  said 
that  a  man  who  had  presented  a  Petition 
in  Bankruptcy  had  no  right  to  remain  in 
the  service  of  the  Government.  On  the 
other  side,  it  was  declared  that  a  Petition 
had  not  been  presented  by  Mr.  Bolton. 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Gibson)  had,  he  thought,  made  a 
strong  point  of  that — that  the  Potiti(m 
was  not  presented  by  himself,  but  by 
some  of  his  creditors.  But,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  Petition  was  presented  by 
Mr.  Bolton  himself,  and  at  that  moment 
that  man  was  in  the  position  of  being 
liable  for  £90,000,  the  debts  for  which 
he  was  unable  to  make  anything  like  a 
decent  provision.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Salford  (Mr.  Arnold)  had  got  up  and 
asked  this  very  simjile  question,  to  which 
aye  or  no  could  have  been  easily  given — 
namel}',  whether  in  this  country  an  offi- 
cial who  presented  a  Petiton  in  Bank- 
ruptcy would  not  have  been  at  once  sus- 
pended until  the  case  was  decided  ?  The 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  could  not  deny 
that  that  was  the  rule. 

Mr.  COURTNEY:  I  bog  pardon;  I 
stated  exactly  what  the  situation  was. 
Whether  Mr.  Bolton  presented  the  Peti- 

Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor 


tion  himself,  or  whether  the  Petition  was 
presented  by  others,  I  stated  that  the 
fact  of  a  declaration  of  bankruptcy  ren- 
dered a  person  liable  to  instant  dis- 
missal. 

Mr.  HRtVLY:  "Why  do  not  you  dis- 
miss him  then  ? 

Mr.  COURTNEY :  Allow  me  to  finish 
my  sentence.  I  say,  whoever  presents 
the  Petition,  tho  fact  of  a  declaration 
of  bankruptcy  against  a  public  oflScial 
renders  him  liable  to  instant  dismissal. 
That  applies  to  England  and  Ireland. 
There  is  an  official  examination  into  tho 
alTairs  of  such  a  public  servant  to  deter- 
mine the  character  of  tho  bankruptcy. 
If  it  appears  that  the  bankruptcy  results 
from  riotous  living  and  improvidence, 
or,  still  more,  if  there  is  anything  of 
fraud  in  the  case,  dismissal  is  absolute ; 
but  if,  as  may  happtm,  a  man  became 
bankrupt  through  no  fault  of  his  own, 
but  who,  for  instance,  is  in  the  unfortu- 
nate position  of  holding  shares  in  an 
unlimited  bank  which  has  failed,  and 
become  liable  to  the  extent  of  aU  he 
possesses  for  the  debts  of  the  bank,  it 
would  bo  a  cruel  and  unjust  thing 
to  dismiss  him.  In  the  present  case, 
wo  are  waiting  fur  the  decision  as 
to  the  character  of  the  bankruptcy  be- 
fore we  decide  upon  what  course  to 
follow. 

Mit.  T.  P.  O'CONNOR  said,  he  had 
a  clear  recollection  of  what  tho  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  said,  and  he  now  merely 
repeated  what  he  had  said  before.  No 
doubt,  the  rule  laid  down  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman  as  to  the  dismissal  of  publio 
servants,  and  their  retention  in  otiice  in 
cases  of  bankruptcy,  was  a  thoroughly 
just  and  equitable  rule  for  the  conduct 
of  the  Heads  of  Dopoi'tments  in  dealing 
with  their  subordinates.  Lest  he  should 
misrepresent  the  hon.  Gentleman,  he 
wished  to  ask  him  whether  it  was  not 
tho  fact  that,  pending  the  decision  of 
Bankruptcy  Petitions,  officials  were  not 
subject  to  suspension  from  the  perform- 
ance of  their  duties? 

Mr.  COURTNEY  :  Not  necessarily. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR:  But  as  a 
rule? 

Mr.  COURTNEY:  I  do  not  think 
any  rule  could  be  laid  down  upon  this 
subject ;  it  is  a  matter  for  the  discretion 
of  the  Heads  of  l.>epartments. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  said,  the  hon. 
Member  for  Queen's  County  (Mr.  A. 
O'Connor),  who  had  a  larger  experience 
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of  tlie  Civil  Service  even  than  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury, informed  hiiu  that  the  rule  and 
practice  was  that  when  an  official  had 
presented  a  Petition  in  Bankruptcy,  he 
was  suspended  until  the  character  of  the 
Petition  was  deeidod.  Well,  had  George 
Bolton  been  suspended? 

Mr.  COURTNEY :   No. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  said,  that  that 
being  so,  he  aoueptod  the  very  just  and 
honourable  distinction  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  drawn  of  dilfi-rent  forms  of 
bankruptcy.  A  man  might  be  innocent, 
and  a  man  might  be  guilty ;  everyone 
koow  that.  He  would  take  tho  defini- 
tion of  tho  hon.  Gentleman.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  had  snid  that  a  bankruptcy 
which  arose  from  riotous  living  would 
be  a  kind  of  bankruptcy  which  would 
compel  the  Head  of  a  Departmt^nt  to  get 
rid  of  his  subordinate.  Riotous  living  ! 
That  was  exactly  tho  charge  which  had 
been  established  up  to  the  hilt  against 
George  Bolton ;  a  charge  which  had 
been  established  over  and  over  again — 
which  had  been  established  judicially 
by  the  Judgment  of  Mr.  Justice  Fry  oa 
far  back  as  1876.  Mr.  Justice  Fry  de- 
livered such  a  philippic  against  the  cha- 
racter of  Mr.  Bolton,  which,  if  auy  Irish 
Member  had  uttered  in  that  House, 
would  have  caused  the  Chairman  to  call 
him  to  Order.  Riotous  living  was  the 
Toal  cause  of  the  bankruptcy  of  George 
Boltou  ;  and  yet  this  man,  with  all  these 
charges  on  his  head,  was  defended  by 
an  Kuglish  Gentleman  like  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  iu  that  House,  because 
it  was  supposed  to  be  a  canon  iu  Ire- 
land that  every  English  official,  howf  ver 
dirty  he  might  be,  waa  a  tool  clean 
enough  to  perform  the  function  of  ad- 
ministering in  Ireland.  That  ajipeared 
to  him  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor)  to  bo  a 
discreditable  and  disgraceful  state  of 
things.  The  Iri.sh  Members  were  quite 
willing£to  discuss  the  present  relations 
between  England  and  Ireland  iu  their 
purel}'  political  aspect ;  but  he  declared 
this,  that  if  they  were  as  strong  friends 
of  the  existing  relations  between  Eng- 
land and  Ireland  as  the  bitterest  Tory 
in  this  country,  nothing  could  be  pro- 
duced more  calculated  to  engender 
amoug.st  them  disgust  of  the  Administra- 
tion than  tho  unfortunate  attitude  taken 
by  tho  Government  with  regard  to  the 
action  of  officials  in  Ireland.  Ho  would 
go  back  to  the  illustration  with  which 


he  commenced.  If  there  were  an  over- 
flow of  tho  existing  political  relations 
between  England  and  Ireland  similar  to 
the  overflow  which  occurred  iu  France 
some  14  years  ago,  where  would  be  the 
troop  of  officials  who  were  now  screened, 
defended,  and  protected  by  English 
Gentlemen  sitting  on  the  Treasury 
Bench  ?  From  Cornwall  to  French, 
down  to  Bolton  and  one  or  two  others 
he  could  name,  they  could  produce  in 
Ireland  a  gallery  of  celebrities  in  in- 
famy who  would  form  a  most  worthy 
addition  to  Madame Tussaud's ' '  Chamber 
of  Horrors." 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  said,  that  con- 
sidering the  strong  feeling  that  existed 
in  Ireland  on  this  subject,  it  seemed  to 
him  most  desirable  that  all  officials  in 
this  country  should  be  entirely  above 
suspicion.  Now,  what  was  the  case 
with  respect  to  Mr.  Bolton?  In  1876 
or  1877  a  Judge  had  himself  reported, 
in  respect  to  a  trial  to  which  Mr.  Bolton 
was  a  party,  that  that  gentleman  had 
thoroughly  misconducted  himself.  That 
report  was  made  to  the  Lord  Chancellor ; 
and,  that  being  so,  one  would  suppose 
that  Mr.  Bolton  would  have  been  at 
once  dismissed  from  the  Public  Service. 
He  was  not  dismissed,  however  ;  he 
was  retained ;  and  what  was  the  conse- 
quence ?  AVhy,  the  consequence  was 
that  Mt.  Bolton,  who  at  that  time  waa 
stated  by  the  Judge  to  have  got  into 
difficulties,  and  very  serious  difficulties, 
owing  to  riotous  living,  had  now  pre- 
sumably spent  more  than  ho  possessed, 
and  had  presented  a  Petition  iu  Bank- 
ruptcy. It  waa  said  on  tho  one  sido 
that  he  had  presented  it  himself,  and  on 
tho  other  that  it  had  been  presented  by 
his  creditors ;  but  that  was  not  the 
question.  The  question  was,  whether 
ho  was  in  a  state  of  bankruptcy  or  not  7 
Mr.  Bolton  had  to  admit  himself  that  he 
was.  If,  therefore,  the  Committee  were 
to  vote  this  salary,  they  would  be  pre- 
senting a  Bill  of  Indemnity  to  Mr. 
Bolton.  Looking  at  tho  fact  that  he 
was  Crown  Solicitor,  ho  ought,  at  least, 
to  be  suspended  from  his  important 
duties  until  the  question  of  bankruptcy 
was  decided  in  a  Court  of  Law.  The 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  told  them  that 
Mr.  Bolton  could  not  be  suspeuded  until 
a  decision  was  come  to,  and  tho  man  waa 
declared  a  bankrupt  in  the  Court.  But 
they  all  know  how  proceedings  were  de- 
layed in  the  Bankruptcy  Court.     The 
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f)rooeeding8  in  this  case  miglit  he  de- 
ayed  for  five  years. 

Mr.  COURTNEY :  No,  no. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  :  They  may  bo 
delayed  two  years. 

Mb.  COURTNEY :  The  estate  may 
be  in  course  of  winding  up  for  many 
years ;  the  settlemout  of  the  assets  may 
occupy  a  considerable  period  ;  but  the 
question  of  bankruptcy  may  be  tried  in 
a  few  weeks  and  settled  in  a  few  months. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE :  Then,  are  we 
to  understand  that  during  these  few 
weeks  this  gentleman,  who  occupies  tho 
position  of  Crown  Solicitor  in  Ireland, 
and  who,  by  his  own  admission,  is  a 
bankrupt,  will  not  be  superseded  ?  I 
believe  he  ought  to  be. 

Mil.  JESSE  COl-LINGS  said,  thathon. 
Gentlemen  on  that  (the  Ministerial)  side 
of  the  House  wore  put  in  a  eonsiderablo 
amount  of  difficulty  at  that  moment.  If 
those  charges  were  true — they  had  no 
means  of  judging  as  to  whether  they 
were  or  not;  but  they  wore  so  notorious, 
that  surely  the  Government  should  know 
whether  they  were  true  or  not — and  if 
they  wore  true,  what  were  they  asked 
to  do  ?  They  were  asked  to  voto  £400 
to  this  gentleman ;  and  if,  as  he  said, 
the  charges  wore  true  and  tho  Vote  were 
passed,  it  would  be  one  of  a  most  im- 
moral character;  and  certainly  Radical 
Members,  friends  of  the  Governmeut 
though  they  were,  ought  not  to  jiormit 
themselves  to  be  dragged  through  tho 
mire  ns  to  vote  a  sum  of  money  to  a 
man  who  had  been  guilty  of  such  con- 
duct. A  man  who  liad  been  guilty  to 
only  half  the  extent  described  by  hon. 
Members  taking  part  in  that  debate 
ought  not  only  to  be  superseded  now, 
but  he  ought  to  have  been  superseded 
long  ago.  He  ought  to  have  been  super- 
seded in  1876.  He  did  hope  that  tlie 
Government  would  take  them  into  their 
confidence.  The  only  way  out  of  the 
difficulty  was  for  tho  Government  to 
promise  now  that  Mr.  Bolton  should  be 
suspended — ho  did  not  think,  on  grounds 
of  common  morality,  any  other  course 
was  open  to  them.  Suppose  a  report  of 
such  a  transaction  as  that  came  from 
America  or  some  other  country,  thej' 
would  take  it  as  an  example  of  the  cha- 
racter of  the  Government  of  such  coun- 
try ;  and  he,  therefore,  ns  a  matter  of 
common  respectability,  as  a  question  of 
vindicating  the  purity  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Government,  asked  that 

Mr.  Latouchert 


someone  in  a  responsible  position  should 
now  give  a  promise  that  this  gentleman 
should  be  suspersoded  until  the  result  of 
tho  bankruptcy  proceedings  was  known. 
He  trusted  that  tho  Government,  for 
the  sake  of  their  supporters  on  that  (the 
Ministerial)  side  of  the  House,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  Irish  Members,  would 
agree  to  that  course.  If  they  did  not, 
they  who  were  in  the  habit  of  hearing 
these  charges  brought  against  officials 
by  Irish  Members,  and  wore  in  the 
habit  of  hearing  them  denied  by  the 
Treasury  Bench,  and  who  had  no  means, 
speaking  generally,  of  knowing  which 
side  was  right,  would  have  to  give  cre- 
dence to  the  case  submitted  by  the  Irish 
Representatives.  As  a  rule,  when  cases 
of  this  kind  came  up,  there  was  a  dilfi- 
oulty  of  judging  which  side  was  right, 
and  English  Members  were  apt  to  be- 
lieve in  the  Government  case  ;  but  un- 
less the  Government  acted  in  the  inte- 
rests of  decency  and  morality  in  this 
case,  for  the  future  English  Members 
would  bo  apt  to  believe  there  was  an 
equal  amount  uf  truth  in  all  the  charges 
brought  against  Irish  officials.  Ho 
earnestly  hoped  that  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  would  treat  this  as  a  se- 
rious matter,  and  would  give  the  desired 
pledge. 

Mil.  COURTNEY  said,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Ipswich  (Mr.  Jesse  CoUings)  was 
not  in  the  Houso  when  he  (Mr.  Court- 
ney) had  mado  his  statement  a  short 
time  ago.  He  must  apologize  to  hon. 
Members  who  were  present  at  the  time 
for  any  repetition  he  might  make ;  but 
he  would  very  succinctly  state  what  his 
view  of  the  matter  was.  The  Vote  was 
for  the  Valuation  and  Boundary  Survey, 
and  included  an  item  for  tlie  Solicitor 
to  this  Department.  It  did  not  ut  all 
follow,  by  sanctioning  this  Vote,  that 
this  money,  or  any  part  of  it,  would  go 
to  Mr.  Bolton.  The  question  to  the  Go- 
vernment really  was  the  payment  of  the 
salary  to  the  Office,  and  the  money  might 
go  to  Mr.  Bolton's  successor.  lie  ad- 
mitted that  that  in  itself  would  not  bo  a 
sufficient  plea  for  asking  for  a  suspen- 
sion of  action  on  this  Vote ;  but  ho  had 
put  two  other  circumstances  before  the 
Committee.  The  affairs  of  Mr.  Bolton 
were  now  really  before  two  Courts  of 
Law — one  the  Bankruptcy  Court,  and 
the  other  the  Court  of  Nisi  Prius,  before 
which  an  action  would  be  tried  to-mor- 
row. Moreover,  ilr.  Bolton's  name  would 
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oomo  beforo  the  Committee  again  in  re- 
lation to  the  Vote  for  Law  Charges.  It 
would  come  before  the  Committee  either 
at  the  end  of  thia  week  or  the  beginning 
of  next ;  and  what  he  put  to  hon.  Mem- 
bera  oppoaite,  and  what  he  put,  with 
great  confidence,  to  the  Committee  now, 
was  that  they  should  let  thia  Vote  pass, 
as  it  did  not  imply  anj*  payment  to  Mr. 
Bolton,  but  merely  a  payment  to  the 
office-holder,  whoever  he  might  be.  The 
holder  of  the  office,  to  whom  the  money 
would  have  to  be  paid,  might  not  neces- 
sarily bo  Mr.  Bulton.  Mr.  Bolton  might 
be  superseded  or  dismissed,  and,  in  that 
case,  the  money  would  be  paid  to  his 
successor.  The  mere  voting  of  this 
money  was  no  sanction  on  the  part  of 
the  Committee  of  the  retention  of  Mr. 
Bolton  in  the  Public  Service.  They 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  consider- 
ing this  question,  as  he  pointed  out,  at 
the  end  of  thia  week  or  the  beginning 
of  next,  when  the  Vote  for  Law  Charges 
■was  brought  forward,  and  when  Mr. 
Bolton's  salary  as  Crown  Solicitor  of 
Tipperary  was  proposed.  By  the  time 
that  Vote  was  reached  there  would,  at 
least,  have  been  a  decision  given  in  the 
case  now  pending  in  the  Nisi  Prius 
Court. 

Mb.  IIEALY  said,  ho  must  point  out 
to  the  Committee  that  the  statement  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
down  was  altogether  beside  the  question. 

EWhat  would  be  tried  in  the  Nisi  Prius 
Court  to-morrow  ?  Why,  the  issue  was 
this — William  O'Brien  had  made  a  aeries 
of  charges  against  George  Bolton.  He 
Lad  said  to  him — "You  are  a  thief;  you 
are  a  forger ;  you  are  a  swindler ;  you 
are  an  adulterer."  Mr.  Bolton  says — 
"  You  have  coupled  me  with  the  name 
of  French  and  Cornwall,  and  that  is 
tantamount  to  an  accusation  of  being 
(guilty  of  unnatural  offences ; "  there- 
fore, the  question  to  be  tried  to-morrow 
was  not  whether  Mr.  Bolton  was  a  thief, 
a  rwindlor,  and  so  on,  but  whether  his 
name  being  coupled  with  those  of  French 
and  Cornwall  meant,  in  addition  to  his 
other  crimes,  that  he  was  guilty  of  un- 
natural offences.  That  was  the  only 
issue  that  would  be  submitted  to  a 
jury  to-morrow.  lie  (Mr.  Uealv)  was 
surprised  to  see  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  attempting  to  prejudice  the 
minds  of  English  Gentlemen,  who  could 
not  be  so  well  acquainted  with  the  mat- 
tor  as  wore  the  Irish  Members,   by  a 


miserable  shift  of  thia  kind.  They  were 
told  it  was  not  certain  that  Mr.  Bolton's 
Petition  had  been  presented  by  him. 

Mb.  COUETNEY  :  The  question  does 
not  turn  on  that. 

Mb.  HEAiY  said,  what  did  the  Chief 
Secretary  answer  when  he  had  put  the 
matter  to  him  ?  Why,  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  driven  Bolton  into  bankruptcy. 
So  that  it  was  the  Government  who  had 
compelled  him  to  arrange  a  settlement 
with  his  creditors ;  and  there  being  no 
other  way  of  arrangement,  he  had  taken 
refuge  in  bankruptcy.  He  (Mr.  Healy) 
would  warn  the  Government  of  this. 
The  Chief  Secretary  had  brought  upon 
himself  grave  censure  for  the  manner  in 
which  he  had  winked  at  the  delay  in 
bringing  the  ease  of  French  to  an  issue ; 
the  evidence  had  turned  out  to  be  of  a 
terrible  character  ;  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  known  what  that  evi- 
dence was,  ho  would  not  have  made  the 
bold  statement  he  did  in  reply  to  the 
Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Queen's 
Couuty  (Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor).  What 
was  the  case  of  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  now  ?  WTiy,  his  position  was 
this — that  George  Bolton  miglit  succeed, 
before  a  jury  of  Orangemen,  in  securing 
a  verdict  for  £30,000  against  William 
O'Brien.  That  would  be  accepted  by 
his  creditors,  and  then  there  would  be 
no  bankruptcy  at  all.  They  had  had 
the  experience  of  the  Cornwall  and 
French  case.  The  Government  would 
not  suspend  or  dismiss  these  officials, 
and  they  would  not  allow  a  discussion, 
because  there  was  a  libel  action  pending, 
and  because  they  said  it  would  prejudice 
the  case  ;  but,  in  spite  of  that,  a  jury  of 
Dublin,  on  which  there  weretive  Ornuge- 
mon,  had  found  it  impossible  to  go  be- 
yond the  facts,  and  had  beeu  obliged  to 
give  a  verdict  for  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  fur  Mallow  (Mr.  O'Brien).  The 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  now  placed 
himself  in  exactly  the  same  po.sition  as 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary with  regard  to  Cornwall  and 
French.  He  said — "  I  have  the  assur- 
ance of  Judge  Walsh  that  the  defendant 
has  a  good  case — wait  till  he  has  had  his 
'  pound  of  flesh' — wait  until  the  Orange 
jurj'  has  given  him  £30,000,  and  there 
will  then  be  no  necessity  for  Bolton  to 
go  into  the  Bankruptcy  Court."  The 
hon.  Gentleman  was  making  himself  to 
that  extent  an  accomplice  of  George 
Bolton,  because,  by  insisting  upon  thia 
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Vote  in  the  House  of  Commons,  in  tho 
face  of  a  Belfast  jury,  who  would  be  only 
too  willing  to  take  a  wink  from  hon. 
Gentlemen  on  the  Treasury  Bench,  he 
would  be  practically  giving  a  vote  of 
whitewash  to  George  Bolton.  They  were 
supposed  in  that  House  of  Commons  to 
be  all  honourable  men.  Some  people 
Bttid  they  were  not — he  was  not  referring 
to  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  ;  but  it  was 
said  that  hon.  Members  on  those  (the 
Irish)  Benches  were  not  honourable  men. 
But  the  Belfast  jury  would  say — "Are 
we  to  suppose  that  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, composed  of  the  first  Gentlemen 
in  England,  knowing  the  character  of 
Mr.  Bolton — are  wo  to  suppose  that, 
though  it  is  said  this  man  is  stamped 
with  the  brand  of  infamy,  the  House  of 
Commons,  having  able  debaters  amongst 
them,  and  having  discussed  this  ques- 
tion, would  have  passed  this  Vote  unless 
thoy  knew  this  man  was  maligned  by 
these  Nationalists  ?  "  What  stand  had 
the  Government  to  take  ?  The  Prime 
Minister  had  rebuked  him  (Mr.  Healy) 
last  year  for  what  he  hod  said  on  a  Vote 
somewhat  similar  to  this.  He  had  said, 
with  regard  to  Crown  prosecutions  in  Ii-e- 
land,  that  it  was  a  g^eat  misfortune  that 
the  Government  could  get  no  one  to  give 
evidence  fur  them,  except  persons  of  a 
discreditable  character.  The  Prime  Mi- 
nister had  declared  that  he  was  very 
wrong  in  pointing  that  out,  as  he  ought 
to  have  known  that  no  one  would  think 
of  deciding  cases  on  the  evidence  of  people 
of  disreputable  character.  But  what  were 
they  to  think  when  tho  very  founts  of 
justice  were  poisoned  by  such  scoundrels 
as  Bolton  ?  Tho  Government  wanted 
Irish  Members  to  admire  their  adminis- 
tration, and  to  pioclaim  themselves  at 
one  with  them,  and  yet,  ft-om  their  De- 
tective Director  and  Post  Office  Secre- 
tary, down  to  George  Bolton  the  Crown 
SoUcitor,  they  chose  tho  most  infamous 
scoundrels  and  rascals  theycouldlay  their 
hands  on  for  the  transaction  of  oflScial 
business  in  Ireland.  Thoy  had  divided 
on  this  Vote  last  year.  The  Irish  Mem- 
bers had  got  no  satisfaction  from  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  ;  but  he  was  glad  to 
think  tliaf,  after  all,  the  words  of  the 
Irish  Members  had  not  been  wasted.  It 
was  consoling  to  them  to  know  that  even 
now,  at  the  eleventh  hour,  the  con- 
sciences of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
were  stricken.  The  Irish  Members  had 
spent  many  an  hour  in  vain  in  urging 
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these  cases  on  the  attention  of  the  House. 
They  had  not,  in  the  past,  obtained  a 
single  vote  in  support  of  their  proposals; 
but  even  water  wore  away  stones,  and 
at  last  the  Irish  Members  had  succeeded 
in  making  some  impression  on  the  hearts 
and  consciences  of  hon.  Gentlemen  op- 
iwaite.  When  the  Government's  own 
followers  began  to  repudiate  and  become 
ashamed  of  the  officials  of  tho  Govern- 
ment, it  was  time  for  the  Administra- 
tion to  take  warning.  Tho  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  told  them  that  tho  name 
of  this  man  Bolton  would  come  up  again. 
Yes,  it  would  come  up  again  and  again, 
because  there  was  sooi-cely  n  penny  of 
money  voted  in  the  Irish  Departments 
but  George  Bolton  had  a  finger  in  tho 
pie ;  he  was  a  pluralist  of  the  most  alarm- 
ing description.  There  was  an  item 
for  him  in  the  Vote  under  discussion ; 
he  was  Crown  Prosecutor  for  the  county 
of  Tipperary  ;  ho  was  Under  Crown  Pro- 
secutor for  the  county  of  Dublin — wher- 
ever there  was  a  dirty  job  to  be  done  in 
Ireland,  George  Bolton  was  there  to  do 
it.  Probably,  that  was  on  the  prin- 
ciple that,  wherever  dirty  work  was  to 
be  done  they  should  have  a  dirty  man 
to  do  it.  But,  however  that  was,  such 
was  the  fact.  AVas  it  possible  that  the 
Government  of  Ireland,  the  British  Go- 
vernment, the  Government  of  the  Queen 
had  sunk  so  low  that  they  coidd  not  get 
a  decent  man  connected  with  any  t)lher 
Irish  Department  ?  Was  that  their  posi- 
tion ?  Was  Irish  official  nature  abso- 
lutely fallen  so  low  that  out  of  the  mul- 
titude of  West  Britons  in  the  country 
they  could  not  get  one  single  man  with  a 
decent,  honest,  and  sweet  reputation  ? 
Was  that  the  position  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and,  if  it  were,  why  were  hon. 
Members  obliged  to  make  these  refer- 
ences ?  Ought  they  not  rather  to  be 
deb'ghted  to  have  the  opportunity  of 
clearing  out  their  nest  of  vipers  which 
was  looked  upon  with  the  deepest  hatred 
in  the  country — that  nest  of  vipers  which 
had  stung  the  people  to  madness,  and 
who,  to  a  large  extent,  were  responsible 
for  the  way  in  which  the  Government 
was  regarded  in  Ireland?  What  was 
the  last  act  thej'  had  heard  of  in  connec- 
tion with  those  men  ?  Why,  an  unfor- 
tunate creature  who  had  been  driven  to 
accept  the  position  of  informer  had  ab- 
solutely hanged  himself,  through  re- 
morse, in  his  cell.  That  unhappy  oe- 
curieuce  had  token  place  Immediately 
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after  Boltoa's  yisit  to  Lim  ;  like  Judas, 
immediately  the  man  had  betrayed  his 
friend,  he  hang-ed  himself.  This  man 
Bolton  went  round  prosecuting  hia  dark 
designs,  setting  father  against  son,  and 
husband  against  wifi' ;  arresting  whole 
families,  playing  upon  the  remorse  of 
human  naturu  and  the  ties  of  family  affec- 
tion. He  went  like  a  serpent  from  one 
person  to  another,  getting  up  cases, 
caring  nothing  so  long  as  he  pocketed 
the  blood-money.  By  retaining  such  a 
man  in  the  Service,  they  wore  putting  a 
premium  on  crime,  they  were  rewarding 
the  man  whose  interest  it  was  to  keep  up 
the  han-eat  of  crime  in  Ireland.  So 
long  as  it  was  proBtablc  to  a  man  like 
Bolton  to  have  criminal  trials  so  long 
would  these  criminal  trials  continue. 
George  Bolton  made  money  out  of  them. 
It  was  as  much  a  portion  of  his  trade  to 
obtain  this  blood- money  as  it  was  of  any 
honest  bandycraftsman  to  obtnin  a  day's 
work.  Crime  !  Bolton  gloated  over  it, 
delighted  in  it.  When  the  country  was 
happy,  George  Bolton  was  miseralde ; 
when  the  country  was  criminal,  George 
Boltou  was  delighted.  That  was  the  man 
the  Government  employed ;  that  was 
the  person  who  swindled  his  creditors 
out  of  £00,000,  who  was  condemned  by 
an  English  Judge  as  a  rufBan  and  as  a 
person  who  ought  not  to  be  continued 
in  an3-Public  Department — that  was  the 
man  whom  an  English  Judge  had  re- 
commended to  be  struck  off  the  rolls. 
And  yet  for  that  man  the  Government 
asked  them  not  only  to  vote  this  £  100, 
but  to  come  dow^l  some  days  later  and 
vote  him  some  further  hundreds.  He 
was  not  surprised  that  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary had  fled  from  the  Treasury  Bench ; 
it  was  convenient  for  him  to  leave  this 
case  to  Gentlemen  who  knew  less  about 
George  Bolton  than  he  did.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  already  burned  his 
fingere  in  defending  Cornwall  and 
French.  He  (Mr.  Healy)  ventured  to 
say  that  the  nest  time  an  Irish  ofificial 
was  attacked  in  that  Hou.se  tho  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  not  be  so  keen 
to  come  forward  in  his  defence.  Not 
a  single  representation  that  the  Irish 
Members  had  made  had  ever  received 
the  slightest  attention  from  the  Govern- 
ment. They  had  pointed  out  again  and 
again  the  statu  of  corruption  in  which 
Dublin  Castle  was  steeped ;  but  it  was 
some  satisfaction  to  them  to  know  that 
English  Kadicals  at  last  had  had  their 


consciences  touched,  and  whatever  the 
Government  thought  about  it,  they  and 
their  constituencies  would  support  tho 
Irish  Members  in  this  matter. 

Mb.  NEWDEGATE  said,  no  man  in 
that  House  disliked  despotic  government 
more  inveterately  than  the  humble  Mem- 
ber who  now  addressed  them,  yet  tho 
hon.  Members  from  Ireland  who  sat  near 
him  must  forgive  him  if  he  asked  them 
for  a  moment  to  consider  whether  they 
had  not  contributed  to  the  state  of  things 
in  Ireland  which  had  compelled  Parlia- 
ment to  supersede  the  operation  of  the 
Common  Law  by  investing  the  autho- 
rities in  Ireland  with  despotic  power, 
one  Instrument  of  which  was  this  Mr. 
Bolton,  the  Public  Prosecutor,  whose 
character  and  conduct  those  hon.  Mem- 
bers had  vied  with  each  other  in  paint- 
ing in  the  blackest  colours  ?  It  was, 
indeed,  a  pretty  pass,  according  to  their 
version,  to  which  they  had  brought 
matters  in  Irolund.  Bad  as  tho  state  of 
things  might  have  been  and  might  be, 
he  (Mr.  Newdegate),  who  had  often  been 
accused  of  supporting  too  severe  laws 
for  Ireland,  preferred  the  government 
by  law  to  the  abuses  of  despotic  power, 
which  ho,  in  common  with  the  hon. 
Members  near  him,  deprecated.  The 
case  of  Mr.  Bolton,  however,  involving 
matters  touching  his  character,  was 
before  two  Courts  of  Law.  Both  cases 
were  now  pending;  and  if  there  was  one 
thing  more  than  another,  in  defence 
of  government  by  law,  that  he  (Mr. 
Newdegate)  held  to  be  essential,  it  was 
abstinence  from  interference  or  inter- 
ception on  the  part  of  that  House  in 
cases  pending  before  the  Courts  of  Law. 
It  was  upon  that  broad  principle  that  he 
(Mr.  Newdegate),  without  expressing 
any  opinion  upon  the  character  or  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Bolton,  would  vote 
against  the  Amendment  before  the  Com- 
mittee. 

TuE  SOLICITOR  GEN1:RAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walker)  said,  he  did 
not  expect  that  any  discussion  on  this 
matter  would  have  come  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  particular  Vote  before 
them.  The  Committee  had  been  in- 
formed, and  was  thoroughly  well  aware, 
that  this  £400  which  appeared  now  in 
tho  Estimates  was  in  no  way  connected 
with  Mr.  Bolton's  position  as  Crown 
Solicitor,  but  was  merely  the  salary  of 
the  Solicitor  to  the  Valuation  and 
Boundary    Survey  of   Iroland.      Hon 
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Members  must  not  take  him  as  com- 
plaining of  this  discussion,  but  merely 
aa  pointing  out  that  if  the  discussion  had 
taken  place  at  all,  it  would  be  much  more 
convenient  that  it  should  occur  on  a  Vote 
which  was  to  be  proposed — namely,  the 
Irish  Law  Charges.  In  this  matter  they 
were  dealing  with  a  public  servant  who 
had  been  33  years  in  the  Public  Service. 
Mr.  Bolton  had  entered  the  Public  Ser- 
vice in  18.52,  and  since  that  time  he  had 
discharged  his  duties  satisfactorily ;  and 
ho  (the  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland) 
was  not  aware  that  there  was  anything 
against  him  in  bis  capacity  as  public 
servant. 

Mn.  .VETHUR  O'CONNOR  :  Is  there 
nothing  against  him  as  a  solicitor? 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  W.^licer)  stiid,  ho  only 
wanted  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  two 
subjects  referred  to.  They  had  two 
matters  to  consider — one  was  the  Vote 
which  was  asked  for,  and  the  other  was 
■what  was  the  effect  of  that  Vote.  The 
passing  of  this  Vote  did  not  put  £'400 
into  the  pocket  of  Mr.  Bolton  ;  but  tlie 
refusal  of  it  would  do  this — it  would 
condemn  him  before  an  opportunity  had 
been  given  for  the  case  now  pending 
before  the  Court  at  Belfast  to  be  tried. 
If  the  Vote  were  refused  by  that  Ilouse, 
it  would  amount  to 

Mn.  HEALY  :  Why  do  not  you  post- 
pone it  ? 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  for 
IRELAN1>  (Mr,  Walker)  said,  the  re- 
fusal of  the  Vote  would  amount  to  a 
condemnation  by  the  House  of  Commons 
of  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Bolton  before  two 
actions  now  pending  before  legal  tri- 
bunals relating  to  that  conduct  were 
tried.  What  were  the  charges  made 
against  Mr.  Bolton  ?  AVhy,  one  of 
them,  as  had  been  stated  by  an  hon. 
Member  opposite,  was  so  old  that  it 
dated  back  to  1876.  Its  nature,  which 
had  been,  glanced  at  by  .some  hon.  Mem- 
bers, was  this.  It  was  alleged  that  Mr. 
Bolton,  being  a  solicitor,  had  prepared 
his  wife's  marriage  settlement,  which 
was  a  thing  no  solicitor  should  do.  If 
Mr.  Bolton  did  that,  and  if  the  settle- 
ment so  prepared  departed  from  tlio 
rules  which  ought  to  have  characterized 
it,  it  would  follow  tliat  the  settlement 
woidd  be  altered  and  placed  in  the  proper 
form.  That  questiou  had  come  before 
an  English  Court;  and  the  English 
Court,  as  it  was  bound  to  do,  had,  he 
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should  say,  set  aside  that  settlement. 
Well,  what  followed  ?  The  charge 
brought  against  Mr.  Bolton  was  inves- 
tigated by  the  late  Government  in  a  most 
careful  and  ansious  manner,  and  the 
opinion  of  the  then  Lord  Chancellor, 
and  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown, 
was  that,  as  Mr.  Bolton's  case  had  not 
been  heard,  and  as  it  involved  equitable 
considerations,  they  could  not  como  to 
the  conclusion  that  thero  were  gi-ounds 
on  which  they  could  dismiss  him,  and 
year  after  year  since  that  period  his 
salary  had  been  put  in  the  Estimates, 
and  the  Vote  had  been  passed.  Was  it 
reasonable,  or  was  it  fair,  now  to  ask  the 
Committee,  in  regard  to  a  transaction 
which  had  taken  place  so  many  years' 
ago,  that  a  Government  succeeding  the 
Government  which  had  inquired  into  the 
subject  should  reverse  the  decision  of  its 
Predecessor  ?  That  would  be  an  alto- 
gether unprecedented  act,  and  an  act  of 
great  unfairness.  Further,  what  position 
were  they  now  in  with  regard  to  Mr. 
Bolton's  alleged  Bankruptcy  Petition? 
Let  him  remind  the  Committee  of  the 
poHition  that  Petition  was  in.  This  was 
not  a  liankruptcy  in  the  ordinary  sense 
of  the  term.  It  was  a  Petition — whether 
by  himself  or  not  he  (the  Solicitor  Gene- 
ral for  Ireland)  did  not  care. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  ARNOLD:  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  was  the  Petition  pre- 
sented by  himself  ? 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walkek)  said,  tliat  if 
he  could  answer  that  questiou  he  would ; 
but,  ns  a  matter  of  fact,  he  did  not  know. 
Assuming,  however,  that  he  did  present 
it  himself,  he  (the  Solicitor  General  for 
Ireland)  did  not  think  it  would  make 
much  difference.  The  case  stood  in  this 
way.  Mr.  Bolton,  at  a  period  when  he, 
like  other  men,  did  not  anticipate  a  fall 
in  tho  price  of  land  in  Ireland,  made 
large  purchases  of  land,  and  gave  a 
mortgage  on  the  property  which  he  had 
so  bought.  These  mortgages  amounted 
to  £50,000,  or  thereabouts.  They  were 
debts,  no  doubt,  in  the  legal  sense  of 
the  term — every  mortgage  was  a  debt ; 
but  if  it  were  argued  that  they  were 
debts  in  tho  moral  sense  of  the  term  — ■ 
namely,  debts  which  ought  to  be  htdd  as 
justifying  the  Court  in  condemning  him 
for  being  a  bankrupt — that  would  raise 
a  very  large  question.  Mr.  Bolton  was 
in  debt  to  the  e.xtent  of  £80,000  or 
£90,000,   as  he  himself  estimated,    ol 
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■which  some  X.'JO.OOO  woro  securud. 
Under  these  oircuinstanceB,  he  brought 
a  Petition  for  arraugement,  stated  the 
debts,  and  showed  the  condition  of  his 
property.  No  doubt,  there  were  un- 
secured debts. 

Mk.  HEALY  :   What  are  thoy  ? 

Tub  solicitor  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walkku)  said,  he  had 
the  surplus  of  his  landed  property,  and 
also  his  salary,  every  farthing  of  which 
could  be  taken,  and  not  \d.  paid  to  him- 
self;  and  it  was  said  that,  under  these 
circuniBtancoB,  when  the  matter  stood  in 
that  way  that  he  was  guilty  of  such 
gross  misconduct  in  making  that  ai-- 
rangoment  that  the  Houso  ought  to  con- 
demn him  before  his  Petition  was  heard. 
He  was  speaking  in  the  hearing  of  many 
Members  who  know  what  bankruptcy 
proceedings  were.  If  it  should  tui-nout 
in  the  course  of  the  proceedings  that 
Mr.  Bolton  had  been  guilty  of  fraud  or 
misconduct,  the  Petition  might  be  at 
once  turned  into  a  bankruptcy.  The 
fullest  power  was  vested  in  the  Court, 
and  the  bankruptcy  could  bo  declared  in 
the  course  of  a  week — there  was  no 
reason  wliy  there  should  be  a  moment's 
delay.  Well,  tho  Baukruptry  Court, 
having  cognizance  of  tho  whole  facts, 
■would  decide  the  question  of  tho  bank- 
ruptcy, and  say  whether  or  not  Mr. 
Bolton  had  been  guilty  of  fraud  ;  but  if 
the  House  passed  a  vote  refusing  Mr. 
Bolton's  salary,  would  not  that  be  vir- 
tually telling  tho  Judge  that  he  was 
bound  by  the  declaration  of  the  House 
of  Commons  to  say  that  Mr.  Boltcm  was 
a  bankrupt?  ["No.'no!"]  Yes;  he 
maintained  that  it  would.  Tho  mere 
BUspeniuon  of  this  Vote  would  go  a 
great  way  towards  prejudicing  the  mind 
of  a  Judge  against  the  Petitioner.  This 
Vote  did  not  give  any  money  to  Mr. 
Bolton ;  but  the  effect  of  refusing  it 
would  bo  to  pass  on  Mr.  Bolton  a  con- 
demnation before  the  proper  period  had 
arrived.  They  were  told,  and  they  be- 
lieved it  was  the  fact,  that  to-morrow  an 
investigation  was  to  take  place  before 
another  Legal  Court  as  to  Mr.  Bolton's 
conduct. 

Mb.  HE^y^Y :  On  another  issue  alto- 
gether. 

The  solicitor  GENERA.L  for 
IREL.\ND  (Mr.  Walkeu;  said,  that 
charges  had  been  made  against  Mr. 
Bolton,  not  only  of  complicity  in  terrible 
offences,  but  also  coupled  with  that — or. 


as  Mr.  Bolton's  accuser  put  it — "  We 
do  not  charge  him  with  that,  we  charge 
him  with  being  a  forger,  a  swindler,  a 
defrauder  of  his  own  flesh  and  blood." 

Mr.  HEALY :  He  did  not  deny  that. 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walker)  asked  whe- 
ther anyone  would  tell  him  that,  if  this 
ca«e  were  investigated  before  a  jury, 
this  very  charge  against  Mr.  Bolton 
would  not  be  gone  into  ?  The  man's 
whole  life  and  his  whole  character,  every 
act  of  his  career  since  he  entered  the 
Public  Service,  would  become  public 
property,  and  would  be  for  a  jury  to  de- 
cide ujion.  If  the  Committee  took  the 
action  proposed  by  hon.  Members  oppo- 
site, it  would  prejudice  the  action  of  a 
Court  of  Law — it  would  have  taken  over 
a  function  thnt  only  a  jury  should  exer- 
cise. He  (the  Solicitor  General  for  Ire- 
land) did  not  desire  now — he  thought  it 
would  be  unreasonable — that  thej-sliould 
go  into  these  matters  while  a  trial  was 
pending  affecting  a  man's  most  solemn 
interests ;  that  was  to  say,  affecting  a 
man's  life  and  character.  What  he  i  the 
Solicitor  General  for  Ireland)  asked  the 
Committee  to  do  was  to  pass  this  Vote 
without  expressing  any  opinion  as  to 
Mr.  Bolton's  conduct. 

Mb.  H.  H.  FOWLER  said,  he  quite 
agreed  with  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman who  had  just  sat  down  that  it 
would  be  most  unfair  and  most  unjust 
for  tho  Committee  to  condemn  Mr. 
Bolton  on  either  one  or  the  other  of  the 
issues;  but  what  he  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler) 
objected  to  was  that  they  should  acquit 
him  on  either  of  the  issues.  ^There  were 
two  questions  tub  judiee — first,  whether 
Mr.  Bolton's  bankruptcy,  or  his  financial 
embarrassments,  were  such  as  to  dis- 
entitle him  to  remain  in  tho  Service 
of  the  Government  ;  and,  secondly, 
the  more  serious  question  as  to  his 
moral  character,  |which  was  coming  ou 
for  trial  to-morrow.  Now,  he  (Mr. 
H.  H.  Fowler)  objected  to  be  colled 
upon  to  say  whether  Mr.  Bolton  was 
guilty  or  innocent.  Thoy  had  no  facts 
before  them.  Ho  did  not  know  whether 
tho  man  was  a  saint  or  a  sinner;  but 
what  he  did  say  wos,  that  if  tho  House 
of  Commons,  after  tliis  discu.ssion,  voted 
£100  towards  Mr.  Bolton's  salary,  tho 
House  would  bo  expressing  an  opinion 
that  Mr.  Bolton  was  innocent  of  theso 
charges,  and  that  he  ought  to  be  re- 
tained in  the  Public  Service,    If  they 
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did  Buch  a  thing  as  tliat  they  would  be 
putting  themselvei  in  an  entirely  false 
position.  He  certainly  regretted  the  at- 
titude the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  had" 
taken  up,  both  last  uight  and  to-night, 
on  these  two  unfortunate  Votes,  with  a 
view  of  compelling  them  to  come  to  a 
decision  while  these  matters  were  pend- 
ing. The  course  adopted  by  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  had  not  facilitated 
the  despatch  of  Public  Business.  The 
Vote  which  they  had  discussed  last  night 
was  again  to  be  discussed  on  Report, 
and  to-day  they  had  spent  four  hours  in 
the  discussion  without  having  made  any 
progress.  He  objected  very  strongly  to 
the  Constitutional  theory  which  the  hon. 
Member  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
had  laid  down — namely,  that  the  House 
of  Commons  must  not  object  to  vote  the 
salary  of  an  official  because  it  was  pos- 
sible that  the  Executive  Government  of 
the  day  might  dismiss  him  after  his 
salary  had  been  voted.  That  would 
simply  mean  ousting  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  House  of  Commons  altogotlier.  The 
House  of  Commons  had  a  right  to  de- 
clare itself  a  Court  of  Appeal,  aud  they 
had  a  perfect  right  to  say — "  This  is  not 
a  man  who  should  belong  tn  the  Public 
Service."  It  was  simply  hair-splitting 
to  say  that  the  money  voted  was  not  for 
the  man  actually  in  office  at  the  time. 
He  now  repeated,  in  presence  of  the 
Prime  Minister,  what  ho  had  already 
stated  as  to  the  growing  distrust  of 
the  administration  of  aifairs  in  Dublin 
Castle.  He  was  satisfied  that  com- 
plaints so  constantly  made  must  erelong 
form  the  subject  of  a  most  searching 
and  vigorous  inquiry.  In  conclusion,  be 
wished  merely  to  say  that  he  oxpressed 
no  opinion  as  to  this  man's  acts,  but  he 
would  not  vote  that  he  was  innocent. 

Mu,  BROADllURST  said,  lie  ap- 
pealed to  the  Government,  as  one  who 
had  voted  steadily  with  them  through- 
out on  Irish  aifairs,  to  make  some  satis- 
factory statement  to  the  Committee  that 
would  enable  that  (the  Radical)  portion 
of  the  House  at  least  to  give  a  vote  in 
tluiv  support,  if  possible.  He  had  heard 
the  statements  on  the  opposite  side,  and 
had  heard  the  speeches  from  the  Trea- 
sury Bench — both  the  speeches  of  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  and  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  tho  Solici- 
tor General  for  Ireland — and  he  was 
prepared  to  say  that,  in  his  mind,  there 
was  not  one  sentence  in  either  of  those 
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statements  that  at  all  relieved  them  from 
tho  very  grave  responsibility  in  voting 
any  money  for  the  salary  of  a  person 
about  whom  it  was  possible  for  such 
statements  to  bo  made,  when  he  was 
holding  such  an  important  position  as 
that  of  Crown  Prosecutor  in  Ireland. 
Surely  a  legal  officer,  occupying  such  an 
important  post  na  that  occupied  by  Mr. 
Bolton  in  Ireland,  should  be  altogether 
above  suspicion  ;  and  he  (Mr.  Broad- 
hurst),  for  one,  should  certainly  vote 
with  the  Irish  Members  on  that  occasion 
if  they  went  to  a  Division,  unless  some 
promise  were  made  by  the  Government 
to  suspend  the  Vote  until  inquiries  could 
be  made. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON  said,  the  speeches 
he  had  heard  from  the  Treasury  Bench 
had  now  convinced  him  that  he  ought  not 
to  vote  for  the  proposed  reduction.  He 
did  not  agrus  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
Wolverhampton  (Mr.  H.  U.  Fowler)  in 
thinking  that  if  ho  did  vote  for  the 
salarj'  of  Mr.  Bolton,  it  would  be  tanta- 
mount to  voting  a  sentence  of  acquittal ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  in  view  of  what 
had  been  said,  and  in  view  of  all  that 
was  notorious  in  this  case,  though  he 
certainly  could  not  vote  for  the  pay- 
mi'ut  of  the  money,  he  did  not  see  why 
the  Vote  should  not  bo  postponed.  No 
good  argument,  or  reason,  or  statement 
had  been  advanced  to  show  why  the  Vote 
should  not  be  postponed.  He  urged 
that  course  as  tlie  reasonable  solution  of 
th"  present  difficulty;  but,  for  one,  if 
compelled  to  vote,  he  should  be  obliged 
to  vote  against  the  payment  of  this 
salary. 

Sir  henry  HOLLAND  desired  to 
state  why  ho  should  support  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  Vote.  He  should  do  so  as  a 
protest  against  tho  refusal  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  postpone  the  Vote  as  re- 
quested, and  he  thought  on  good  grounds, 
by  the  Irish  Slombers  below  tho  Gang- 
way. He  did  not  oflFer  any  opinion  as 
to  the  character  or  proceedings  of  Mr. 
Bolton.  He  considered  that  it  would  bo 
most  improper  to  do  so  while  these 
questions  were  before  the  Courts  of  Law. 
But  he  did  not  consider  that  the 
pioposed  postponement  of  this  Vote 
could  bo  taken  in  any  way  to  prejudice 
Mr.  Bolton  in  those  proceedings.  The 
Committee  had  been  informed  by  the 
hon.  and;  learned  Solicitor  General  for 
Ireland  that  the.se  cases  would  be  hoard 
in  a  few  days ;  indeed,  he  gathered  that 
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one  case  might  possibly  bo  heard  to- 
morrow, and  he  could  not  understand 
■why  the  Government  in  these  circum- 
Btances  should  not  postpone  this  Vote 
for  a  short  time. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE  :  It  is  with  great 
reluctance  that  I  approach  a  question  of 
this  kind,  in  which  1  do  not  feel  mj-self 
well  qualified  to  give  a  judgment,  sud 
in  regard  to  which  I  have  some  difficulty 
in  ascertaining,  from  the  speeches  of 
hon.  Gentlemen  bolow  the  Gangway  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  House,  what  is 
the  precise  ground  on  which  they  dosire 
this  Vote  to  be  refused  or  to  be  post- 
poned— I  am  not  quite  sure  what  their 
dciire  is. 

Mn,  HEALY:  That  it  should  be 
postponed. 

Ma.  GLADSTONE :  Technically,  they 
desire  to  postpone  it.  I  have  heard  the 
speeches,  which  undoubtedly  partook, 
OS  it  appeared  to  me,  of  a  warmth  [that 
ought  not  to  be  imported  into  a  matter 
of  this  kind,  which  i.s  most  strictly  judi- 
cial in  its  character.  I  assure  Gentle- 
men on  that  side  of  the  House  that, 
however  I  may  differ  from  them  on 
many  important  matt<?rs,  any  allegation 
of  fact  made  by  them  is  entitlod  at  my 
hands,  and  at  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  precisely  the  same  attention  as 
if  it  proceeded  from  persona  in  entire 
accord  with  us  ;  but  in  this  case  I  have 
much  difficulty  in  detorraiuing  what  is 
the  exact  ground  on  which  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  demand  the  postponement 
of  this  Vote.  For  example,  tliore  was 
great  excitement  in  that  part  of  the 
House  when  the  Solicitor  General  for 
Ireland  referred  to  the  transactions 
which  occurred  in  1876,  and  whoa  pre- 
sumptions were  raised  of  a  character 
most  adverse  to  Mr.  Bolton ;  and,  un- 
doubtedly, the  plain  meaning  of  the 
various  raanifustations  from  that  quarter 
of  the  House  is  that  thoae  transactions 
of  the  year  1876  of  themselves  consti- 
tuted n  reason  why  this  Vote  should  bo 
withheld. 

Mb.  HEALY :  There  was  another 
Judgment  in  1882  to  which  the  Solicitor 
General  for  Irolnnd  did  not  allude  at  all. 

Mi».  GLADSTONE:  I  am  dealing 
with  the  Judgment  of  1876.  My  know- 
ledge of  this  case  is  confined  to  what  I 
have  heard  on  the  present  occasion  ;  I 
am  dealing  with  the  indications  of  opi- 
nion from  many  Gentlemen  in  that  por- 
tion of   the  House.     1  say  it  is  quit© 
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impossible  for  this  House,  consistently 
with  its  own  character,  to  go  against 
Mr.  Bolton  in  respect  of  the  transactions 
of  1876.  It  is  not  merely  because 
those  transactions  were  examined  by  the 
Executive  Government  —  whether  the 
late  Government  or  this  Government, 
makes  no  matter — I  pay  the  same  re- 
spect to  their  examinations  as  to  our 
own.  The  House,  I  admit,  as  the  hon. 
Member  for  Wolverhampton  CMr.  H.  H. 
Fowler),  I  think,  very  justly  said,  is  not 
in  the  slightest  degree  bound  to  respect 
the  acquittal  wliich  this  Government  or 
that  Government  may  have  pronounced; 
but  in  this  instance  the  time  for  consi- 
dering that  question  has  passed  by.  It 
is  plain  that  if  the  House  had  chosen, 
after  the  investigation  by  the  Inte  Go- 
vernment, to  withhold  the  salary  of  Mr. 
Bolton,  it  was  entitled  to  do  so.  It  did 
not  do  so,  therefore  that  matter  cannot 
be  stirred.  The  House  has  committed 
itself  on  that  subject  by  repeated  acta 
of  voting  this  salary  ;  and  even  allow- 
ing, though  I  nm  not  qualified  to  give 
an  opinion,  that  it  might  have  been  a 
righteous  thing  to  reverse  the  decision 
of  the  late  Government,  yet  it  would  be 
most  unrighteous  to  stir  any  question 
on  that  matter  now.  Therefore,  I  must 
say  to  hon.  Gentlemen  that  I  would  give 
greater  weight  to  what  they  say  on  this 
case,  if  it  did  not  appear  to  mo  they 
were  carried  away  by  a  kind  of  feeling 
with  which  most  Members  must  have 
some  sj'iupathy,  so  that  the  balance  of 
the  judicial  faculty  was  in  their  minds 
consitlorably  disturbed.  Well,  now.  Sir, 
1  have  hoard,  I  am  bound  to  say,  three 
speeches  with  regard  to  which  those 
observations  of  mine  could  have  no  ap- 
plication whatever — the  speeches  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Wolverhampton  (Mr. 
H.  H.  Fowler),  the  hon.  Member  for 
Stoke-on-Trent  (Mr.  Broadhurst),  and 
the  hoD.  Baronet  opposite  (Sir  Henry 
Holland). 

Mb.  SEXTON  :  And  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber behind  the  Treasury  Bench  (Mr. 
Williamson). 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  Quite  so.  But 
he  did  not  adduce  any  arguments  upon 
the  subject.  He  stated  an  opinion,  ea 
he  was  qualified  to  do,  and  I  n>>.«ant  no 
reproach  by  not  mentioning  him.  I 
take  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Baronet  op- 
posite (Sir  Henry  Holland).  I  am  quite 
satisfied  he  approaches  this  question  in 
a  perfectly  judicial  spirit,  so   that  his 

K 


259  Supply— Chil  (COMMONS] 

judgment  carries  weight.  I  wisli  to 
test  it,  however,  and  ascertain  whether 
he  is  right.  What  he  says  is,  if  I 
understand  him,  that  there  is  a  possi- 
bility that  the  result  of  the  legal  pro- 
ceedings now  pending  in  Ireland  may 
be  unfavourable  to  Mr.  Bolton. 

Su»  HENEY  HOLLAND :  Not  quite 
BO.  1  ex  pressed  no  such  opinion .  I  under- 
stood the  hon.  and  learned  Solicitor  Ge- 
neral to  say  that  those  proceedings  might 
be  taking  place  now,  and  I  stated  that 
I  would  sny  nothing  favourable  or 
unfavourable  to  Mr.  Boltop,  but  would 
postpone  the  Vote,  as  those  proceedings 
were  now  about  to  take  place. 

Mil.  GLADSTONE  :  I  am  glad  to  re- 
ceive the  explanation,  because  I  must 
vary  what  I  was  going  to  say.  There 
are  two  questions  before  us,  and  I  jire- 
sumo  this  discussion  has  reference  jirin- 
oipally  to  the  action  which  is  to  come  on 
to-mon-ow.  The  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  Henry 
Holland)  is  aware  that  there  are  two 
coses  before  us,  one  of  them  the  case  in 
which  Mr.  Bolton  has  brought  an  action 
in  vindication  of  his  own  character,  the 
other  the  case  in  which  a  Petition  has 
been  presented  to  the  Court  of  Bank- 
ruptcy, and  apparently,  for  the  sake  of 
argument,  the  Petition  is  stated  to  be 
Mr.  Bolton's  own,  I  must  consider  the 
two  cases  apart,  and  I  must  first  take 
the  case  of  the  charge  which  is  to  be 
tried  to-morrow ;  and  I  tbink  the  hon. 
Baronet  had  that  case  principally  in  bis 
mind.  Now,  I  want  to  know  whether 
the  hon.  Baronet  is  correct — that  he  is 
just  in  his  intentions  I  have  no  doubt — 
but  is  he  right,  going  strictly  according 
to  justice,  in  contending  that,  because 
an  action  is  coming  on  to-day  or  to- 
morrow, in  which  a  public  servant  is 
prosecuting  another  individual  who  has 
made  awful  charges  against  him,  that, 
therefore,  the  salary  of  that  official 
ehould  be  withheld  ?  I  do  not  mean 
withheld  finally,  but  for  one  day.  I  am 
disposed  to  admit  tliat  if  there  were  pro- 
ceedings by  the  Government  against  Mr. 
Bolton — if  there  were  a  primd  facit  case 
depending  upon  the  credit  of  some  pub- 
lic authority,  and  that  was  the  matter 
that  was  going  to  issue — I  could  then 
well  understand  the  contention  in  this 
House  that  it  wns  right  to  suspend  any 
act  whatever  bearing  upon  that  indi- 
vidual person.  But,  Sir,  that  is  not  so. 
Upon  the  facts  of  this  case  I  have  no 
right  to  listen  to  the  rhetoric  of  the  hon. 
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Member  for  Monaghan  (Mr.  Healy). 
Every  word  he  speaks  may  be  true,  or 
every  word  may  be  untrue  ;  but  I;  have 
no  right  to  take  it  into  view.  So  far  as  I 
know,  this  gentleman  is  protecting  his 
own  character.  If  he  is  protecting  his 
own  character 

Mb.  healy  :  On  only  one  point. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  I  am  quite 
aware  of  that.  I  taa  now  addressing 
myself  very  much  to  the  hon.  Baronet 
(Sir  Henry  Holland),  and  what  was  evi- 
dently weighing  on  his  mind.  If  Mr. 
Bolton  is  protecting  his  own  character 
by  an  action  at  law,  is  the  general  pro- 
position to  be  adopted  that  public  ser- 
vants, whose  salarif's  have  to  be  voted 
in  the  regular  course  of  business,  and 
who  are  so  endeavouring  to  protect 
themselves  by  an  action  at  law  in  which 
they  themselves  are  the  movers — not  in 
which  they  are  to  be  charged  by  some 
responsible  authoritj',  but  in  whiuh  they 
are  the  movers — will  the  hon.  Baronet 
(Sir  Henry  Holland)  say  deliberately 
and  advisedly  that  the  fact  of  their  so 
moving  to  protect  themselves  is  a  reason 
why  the  voting  of  their  salary  should  be 
postponed  ?  I  can  only  say  I  cannot 
adopt  that  view  ;  I  think  it  is  quite 
necessary  that  the  Committee  should 
consider  this  bearing  of  the  cose  for  that 
reason.  My  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Wolverhampton  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler) 
took  occasion  to  repeat  what  he  stated 
last  night  with  respect  to  what  he  be- 
lieved to  be  the  tainted  character  and 
general  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the 
Irish  Civil  Service.  \Crie»  of  "  Dublin 
Castle  !  "]  Dublin  Castle  I  am  always 
accustomed  to  hear  cited  as  tho  synonym 
for  the  centre  of  the  Irish  Civil  Service. 
That  is  a  most  important  subject,  and 
one  which  ought  to  be  probed  to  the 
bottom.  I  put  it  to  the  candour  of  my 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  H.  H,  Fowler)  to 
say  when  a  case,  difficult  and  delicate, 
and  requiring  the  utmost  accuracy  of 
view  on  our  part  is  raised,  whether  it  is 
wise  or  altogether  just  to  associate  that 
case  with  charges  against  the  Irish  Civil 
Service  in  general  ?  It  is  our  duty  to  put 
that  matter  entirely  aside.  Let  the  Irish 
Service  be  the  best  in  the  world,  or  let 
it  be  the  worst,  we  would  be  guilty  of 
injustice,  and  would  bo  incurring  just 
discredit  and  disparagement,  if  we  al- 
lowed ourselves  to  be  biassed  one  hair's 
breadth  in  the  course  we  take  in  this 
matter    by   any   consideration    of    the 
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general  character  of  that  Irish  Service. 
I  have  endeavoured  distinctly  to  lay 
down  in  answer  to  the  hon.  Baronet  (Sir 
Henry  Holland),  differing  from  him  with 
great  respect,  the  ground  on  which  I 
proceed.  My  contention  is  this — that  if 
a  Civil  servant  is  bringing  an  action  in 
prote<;tion  of  his  own  character,  and  if 
that  action  is  going  to  l>e  tried  on  the 
day  or  on  the  morrow  of  the  day  when 
the  House  is  asked  to  vote  the  salary  of 
that  Civil  servant,  that  is  no  reason  why 
the  Vote  should  bo  postponed,  because 
the  postponement  of  the  Vote  involves 
this — that  the  House  believes  there  is 
some  presumption  aguiust  the  Civil  ser- 
vant. Is  it  a  (>in  in  a  man  to  protect  his 
own  character  by  nn  action  at  law  ?  Is 
it  a  thing  for  which  he  should  be  made 
the  subject  of  foul  and  loathsome  re- 
proach, and  is  a  man  to  bo  put  under 
the  slightest  prejudice  or  suspicion  be- 
cause ho  80  defends  himself?  If  upon 
that  ground  you  put  aside  the  Vote,  you 
imply  a  certain  amount  of  presumption 
against  that  individual.  Then  comes 
the  other  question — that  of  bankruptcy. 
I  did  not  understand  that  to  weigh  so 
much  upon  the  mind  of  the  hon.  Baronet 
(Sir  Henrj'  Holland).  It  is  not  a  mat- 
ter, I  think,  upon  which  anyone  who  is 
a  civilian  or  layman  can  speak  with 
great  confidence.  These  transactions  in 
bankruptcy  are  transactions  with  which 
I  have  no  personal  acquaintance ;  but 
my  hon.  and  learned  Friond  the  Solicitor 
General  is  acquainted  with  these  mat- 
ters, and  upon  his  professional  character 
and  reputation  I  understand  him  to  say 
distinctly,  and  as  a  responsible  Officer  of 
the  Crown  to  assure  the  House,  that 
there  is  nothing  in  the  facts  as  they  are 
before  us  which  warrant  a  presumption 
adverse  to  Sir.  Bolton  of  such  a  character 
as,  if  proved,  would  require  or  justify 
his  dismissal  from  office.  If  that  be  so, 
then,  again,  I  submit  that  although  this 
may  not  be  a  very  agreeable  duty  to  per- 
form, and  although  I  know  I  am  com- 
pelled to  go  against  gentlemen  in  whose 
sense  of  justice  and  integrity  I  have  con- 
fidence, yet,  if  that  be  the  fact,  it  is  our 
duty,  through  good  report  and  through 
evil  report,  to  stick  to  the  strict  lines  of 
justice.  The  time  will  soon  come  when 
this  matter  can  bo  discussed.  I  am  sure 
I  will  never  be  the  man  to  find  fault 
with  hon.  Members  who  call  upon  the 
Govornuient  to  execute  strict  justice 
upon  delioqueut  Civil  servants.    But  it 


is  our  duty  to  avoid  the  passing  of  any 
opinion  whatever  with  regard  to  the 
existence  of  adverse  presumption,  unless 
the  facts  warrant  adverse  presumption. 
As  I  understand  they  do  not  in  this  case 
warrant  such  a  presumption,  I  am  ex- 
ceedingly sorry  this  debate  has  taken 
place,  because  it  is  hardly  possible  to 
expect  that  the  issue  of  the  debate  will 
not  bear,  in  some  way  or  other,  upon  the 
minds  of  some  of  the  jury  in  the  trial 
that  is  about  to  take  place.  I  hope  it 
will  not.  I  trust  it  will  not.  But  our 
duty  in  the  matter  is  absolutely  simple 
— to  look  to  the  demands  of  justice  to  a 
particular  individual.  .\nd  as  I  believe 
the  Committee  can  only  in  that  way 
avoid  expressing  an  opinion  on  the 
subject,  I  hope  they  will  support  the 
Vote. 

Mu.  SEXTON  acknowledged  with 
gratitude  the  assurance  given  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter, in  the  closing  passages  of  his  speech, 
that  he  would  not  blame  or  consider 
questionable  the  conduct  of  any  Member 
on  the  Irish  Benches  who  endeavoured 
to  do  justice  in  respect  of  delinquent 
officials  in  Ireland.  The  various  Mgns 
of  growing  keenness  and  awakenitig 
consciousness  upon  the  subject  of  the 
Public  Service  in  Ireland,  which  had 
been  shown  by  hon.  Gentlemen  above 
and  below  the  Gangway,  on  the  Minis- 
terial side  of  the  House,  and  by  the  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Midhurst  (Sir 
Henry  Holland),  who  possessed  a  know- 
ledge of  the  obligations  of  public  life 
inferior  to  none,  entitled  him  (Mr. 
Sexton)  to  attach  more  importance  to 
the  oonsfractive  pledge  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Prime  Minister  that  jus- 
tice would  be  done,  than  he  would  have 
been  entitled  to  attach  to  similar  pledges 
given  in  former  days.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  spoken  of  the  heat  of 
some  of  the  speeches  which  had  been 
made  on  this  subject;  but  he,  in  the 
same  breath,  admitted  he  was  unac- 
quainted with  the  facts  of  the  case  of 
Mr.  Bolton.  The  Irish  Members  were 
acquainted  with  those  facta.  The  facta 
of  Mr.  Bolton's  official  career  were  burnt 
into  their  minds,  and  if  they  had  dis- 
played some  heat,  it  was  not  because 
their  judicial  faculties  had  been  warped, 
but  because  their  feelings  had  been  ex- 
cited by  the  long  delay  of  the  Govern- 
ment. There  was  nn  action  to  be  tried 
to-morrow.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
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had  said  ttnt  the  character  of  Mr.  Bolton 
■was  at  stake.  The  questiou  involved  in 
the  action  to-morrow  was  whether  Mr. 
Bolton  had  committed  unnatural  offences, 
and,  whatever  the  result  might  bo,  the 
question  whether  Mr.  Bolton  should  re- 
main in  the  Public  Service  would  still 
be  in  suspense.  So  long  ns  United 
Ireland  colled  hira  a  forger,  adulterer, 
swindler,  Mr.  Bolton  made  no  reply. 
For  weeks  and  months  those  accusations 
were  showered  upon  him  ;  but  he  main- 
tained the  silence  of  the  coward,  whose 
conscience  was  stricken  by  the  truth.  It 
was  only  when  unnatural  offences  were 
attributed  to  him  that  he  went  into  a 
Court  of  Law.  The  character  of  Mr. 
Bolton  was  not  to  be  judged  by  the  issue 
of  the  trial  to-morrow,  but  by  the  issue 
of  the  two  ])roceediDg8 — the  one  in  Bel- 
fast, and  the  other  before  the  Bank- 
rnptoy  Judge.  What  did  the  Oommittoe 
do  if  they  agreed  to  vote  Mr.  Bolton's 
salary  ?  Why,  every  man  who  was  a 
party  to  that  agreement  would  declare 
his  belief  that  there  was  no  evidence  or 
presumption  that  George  Bolton  was  a 
person  unfit  to  be  in  the  Public  Service. 
Because  he  felt  that  presumption  was 
inevitable,  and  because  he  felt  a  supreme 
obligation  of  conscience  in  the  matter, 
and  because  he  felt  every  man  who  voted 
a  single  \d.  to  this  disgraceful  swindler 
would  bo  guilty  of  a  moral  offence,  he 
should  put  the  Committee  to  the  trouble 
of  dividing. 

Mr.  GIBSON  desired  to  offer  a  few 
observations  to  the  Committeo  before 
this  Vote  was  taken.  It  was  very  neces- 
sary indeed  that  the  Committee  should 
appreciate  and  understand  exactly  what 
the  Vote  was  on  which  they  were  asked 
to  arrive  at  a  decision.  When  he  reached 
the  House,  he  was  under  the  impression 
that  the  question  before  the  Committee 
was  whether  the  Vote  should  be  post- 
poned or  decided  now  ;  but  he  had  since 
learned  that  that  was  not  the  issue ; 
neither  was  the  question  that  pointed 
out  by  his  hon.  Friend  (Sir  Henry 
Holland),  whose  opinion  he  so  highly 
valued.  It  was  not  a  question  whether 
the  Vote  should  bo  kept  over  until 
later,  and  discussed  with  fuller  know- 
ledge and  with  greater  appreciation — 
with  the  knowledge  of  what  took  place 
during  the  Belfast  trial ;  but  whether 
in  advance,  after  a  discussion  which 
few  anticipated  would  take  place  that 
day,    and    on  the   evu   of  the    trial,   a 
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Vote  should  be  taken  which  would  un- 
questionably prejudice  the  trial.  He 
put  it  to  every  fair-minded  man  in  the 
House — was  it  reasonable,  was  it  in 
accordance  with  the  most  elementary 
principles  of  justice,  on  the  evo  of  a  trial, 
that  the  Committee  should  be  asked  to 
arrive  at  a  vote  which,  if  it  should  be 
against  Mr.  Bolton's  salary,  would  be 
an  argument  that  must  be  used  with 
considerable  power  in  the  trial  to-mor- 
row for  the  benefit  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Mallow  (Mr.  O'Brien),  and  against 
Mr.  Bolton  ?  That  was  a  circumstance 
which  he  ventured  to  think  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mallow,  if  he  were  present, 
would  not  press  upon  the  attention  of 
theCommittee.  ["WithdrawtheVoto!"] 
That  was  not  the  question  before  the 
Committee.  If  he  understood  the  hon. 
Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  aright, 
the  question  before  the  Committee  was 
that  the  salary  of  Mr.  Bolton  should  be 
disallowed. 

Mn.  SEXTON  said,  he  had  desired  to 
move  the  postponement  of  the  Vote  j 
but  the  Eules  of  the  House  would  noi 
permit  him  to  do  so.  He,  therefore, 
moved  to  reduce  the  Vote ;  but,  subse- 
quently, he  appealed  to  the  Government 
to  withdraw  the  Motion. 

Mr.  GIBSON  said,  he  would  not 
pursue  his  observations  with  reference 
to  that  point.  He  intended  to  say  only 
one  or  two  short  sentences  more — as  he 
had  spoken  earlier  in  the  debate,  he  was 
not  going  to  abuse  his  privilege.  As  the 
decision  of  the  late  Government  had 
been  referred  to,  he  would  make  one  ob- 
servation upon  that  point.  Some  of  the 
matters  which  had  been  referred  to 
came  under  the  attention  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor  of  the  Conservative  Govern- 
ment. Dr.  Ball  was  a  man  of  the  highest 
personal  character  and  of  the  highest 
legal  attainments,  and  he  investigated 
the  matter  fully  in  1879,  and  arrived  at 
the  conclusion,  with  the  concurrence  of 
the  then  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  that 
there  was  nothing  to  call  for  the  inter- 
ference of  the  Executive.  That  was  now 
five  or  six  years  ago,  and  the  matter  had 
been  continuously  before  the  public  ever 
since.  Parliamentary  and  Executive 
sanction  had  been  given  to  Mr.  Bolton'a 
continuance  in  the  Public  Service  from 
that  time  to  the  present.  The  late  Lord 
Chancellor,  Mr.  Law,  had  the  matter 
before  him ;  he  went  into  it  fully,  and 
saw   no    reason    to    dissent    from    the 
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opinion  of  his  PredeoeBsor.  He  (Mr. 
Ghbson)  need  not  give  Mr.  Law  any 
character  iu  the  House  of  Commons.  If 
ever  there  was  a  man  worthy  of  being 
spoken  of  with  the  highest  respect,  it  was 
Mr.  Law  ;  everyone  knew  that  he  ap- 
proached his  Judicial  ns  well  as  Executive 
duties  with  an  earnest  and  anxious  desire 
to  do  what  was  just  in  the  interest  of  the 
Public  Sor\'ice.  The  matter  came  before 
Others,  and  the  opinion  of  all  the  Exe- 
cutive in  Ireland  was  that  the  decision 
arrived  at  in  1879  ought  not  to  be  dis- 
turbed. That  was  a  circumstance  which 
was  entitled  to  very  substantial  weight. 
Surely,  the  decision  ought  not  to  be  dis- 
turbed on  the  eve  of  the  trial  of  the 
action  which  Mr.  Bolton  had  brought  in 
vindication  of  his  own  character.  He 
(Mr.  Gibson)  had  said  all  he  desired  to 
say  with  reference  to  the  action  for  libel 
which  it  was  understood  would  come  on 
for  hearing  in  Belfast  to-morrow.  He 
oQered  no  opinion  one  way  or  the  other 
upon  that  action  ;  the  trial  of  the  action 
was  a  matter  for  the  Judge  and  jury 
before  whom  it  came  ;  but,  in  the  name 
of  common  justice,  ho  asked  that  the 
Judge  and  jury  be  given  an  opportunity 
of  deciding  the  cose  upon  its  merits, 
and  not  have  their  minds  warped  by  a 
vote  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

Mb.  HEALY  pointed  out  that  Mr. 
George  Bolton  had  been  appointed  to  the 
office  he  now  held  since  he  was  attacked 
in  1876  by  Mr.  Justice  Fry,  an  English 
Judge.  ["No  I"]  Two  years  ago,  Bolton 
attempted  to  upset  his  wife's  will,  and  a 
second  English  Judge  attacked  him,  and 
showed  that  he  had  acted  in  a  most 
audacious  manner.  If  his  impression 
was  -wrong  as  to  his  first  assertion,  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Solicitor 
General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Walker)  totally 
failed  to  deal  with  the  second  case  in 
which  Bolton  was  attacked  by  an  English 
Judge. 

Mr.  COUETNEY  said,  that,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  Mr.  Bolton  held  his  pre- 
sent office  for  a  considerable  time  before 
1876. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Waxker)  thought  it 
was  necessary  to  explain  the  legal  pro- 
ceedings to  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
Monaghan  (Mr.  Healy)  had  just  re- 
ferred. Mr.  Bolton's  dispute  of  his 
wife's  will  came  before  the  Court  of 
Probate,  and  the  learned  Judge  who 
tried  the  case  came  to  the  conclusion 


that,  under  all  the  circumstances,  it  was 
not  unnatural  Mrs.  Bolton  should  make 
a  will  unfavourable  to  her  husband. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  dicidtd : — Ayes  68  ; 
Noes  116:  Majority  68. — (Div.  List, 
No.  178.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON  said,  that  from 
time  to  time  Questions  had  been  put  to 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  Courtney)  with  regard  to 
the  action  of  the  valuators,  and  one  case 
of  injustice  had  just  been  brought  under 
his  (Mr.  Han-ington's)  notice.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Wicklow  (Mr.  Corbet),  by  a 
Quo&tion  he  uskod  in  the  House  about 
1 3  months  ngo,  pointed  out  that  the  sys- 
tem of  bracketing  two  farms  together  in 
the  rate  book  had  existed  in  the  county 
he  represented  for  some  time  past  with 
the  oojeut  of  depriving  the  tenants  of 
their  votes.  One  man  in  Wicklow 
farmed  5 1  acres,  2  roods,  and  1 8  perches, 
and  his  valuation  was  £31  10«.,  and 
another  farmed  30  acres,  3  roods,  and  13 
perches,  and  his  valuation  was  £16  10*. 
Because  the  official  valuator  chose  to 
bracket  the  farms  together  in  his  book, 
the  men  were  disqualified  from  voting. 
A  Question  was  askod  about  the  cases  of 
these  men,  and  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  assured  the  House  that  he 
would  attend  to  the  matter.  Twelve 
months  had  now  elapsed,  but  nothing 
had  been  done.  The  season  was  ap- 
proaching, but  themenjwere  in  precisely 
the  same  position  thoy  were  in  a  year 
ago.  A  constituent  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Wicklow  wrote  to  him  (Mr.  Harring- 
ton) as  follows :  — 

"  There  nro  two  mon  in  this  district  who 
hnve  boeti  deprived  of  thoir  votes  for  years  on 
account  oi  their  vnlimtions  being  bracketed  in 
the  rate  book.  Last  year  &Ir.  Corbet  was  pro- 
sent  in  the  Hathdrum  Revision  Court  when  they 
were  struck  off  the  Register,  and  I  beliovo  ha 
brought  the  case  before  the  House  of  Commons. 
The  result  of  Mr.  Corbet's  action  was  that  the 
Revising  Valuer  was  instructed  to  survey  these 
and  other  cases  of  a  similar  nature.  He  has 
reported  to  the  Kathdrum  Board  of  Guardians 
that  ho  cainnot  survey  all  in  time  this  year,  al- 
though he  had  over  six  months  to  do  so,  and, 
strange  to  say,  the  very  two  about  whom  the 
question  was  aaked  are  among  the  number  not 
dealt  with  yet.  Please  let  mo  know  as  early  as 
possible  what  steps  should  bo  taken  to  secure 
these  two  votes." 

Why  men  holding  independent  farms, 
and    being  valued    at   a  high  figure, 
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should  be  bracketed  togeilier  in  the  rate 
book,  and  thus  deprived)of  the  frauchisc, 
he  could  not  understand.  He  waa  per- 
suaded the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  must  acknowledj^e 
the  gravity  of  the  matter.  There  was 
an  impression  in  Ireland  tliat  such  men 
aa  the  two  to  whom  ho  referred  had, 
for  puroly  political  purposes,  been  ille- 
gally and  unconstitutionally  deprived 
of  the  franchise.  In  order  to  show  the 
importance  of  the  subject,  he  would  read 
a  resolution  which  was  passed  at  a  re- 
cent meeting  of  the  Enthdrum  Board  of 
Guardians.  It  was  piriposed  by  Mr. 
J.  Byrne,  seconded  by  Mr.  M.  Byrne, 
and  carried  unanimously — 

"  That  this  Bonrd  desire  to  brini»  to  the 
notice  of  the  neviaini;  Officer  that,  owiuR'  to  the 
lumping  of  areas  held  separately  by  and  rated 
f«epiirnlely  on  the  occupiers,  it  appears  that  the 
Revising  Barrister  has  held  that  these  occupiers 
cannot  claim  their  vote,  because  they  appear 
jointly  on  the  books  as  to  area  although  sepa- 
rately OS  to  their  rating.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, the  Boai'd  of  Ouardians  consider  the 
areas  should  now  be  entered  separately,  and  beg 
tli.it  the  matter  receive  the  consideration  of  the 
lievising  Officer  et  the  next  revision." 

It  was  with  the  ofiloial  valuator  that  the 
onus  of  separating  the  two  names  in  the 
rate  book  rested.  The  Clerk  of  the  I'nion 
had  refused  to  sej)nrato  the  names,  nud 
could  refuse  to  separate  them.  It  was 
not  his  duty,  and  he  would  refuse  to  do 
it  until  the  olficial  valuator  recommended 
that  that  course  should  be  adopted.  lie 
(Mr.  Harrington ■)  trusted  that  an  effort 
would  immediately  be  made  to  do  jus- 
tice to  the  two  men,  at  least,  whose  case 
had  now  for  the  second  time  been 
brought  before  the  House. 

Mil.  KENNY  said,  his  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  Harrington)  had  reasonable  ground 
of  complaint,  because  there  seemed  to  be 
a  system  of  "jerrymandering"  in  force  to 
deprive  men  of  their  votes.  That  was  a 
very  deplorable  state  of  facts,  and  it  was 
very  desirable  there  should  be  some  ex- 
planation from  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Court- 
ney). There  were  a  number  of  items  in 
the  "Vote  which,  although  they  appeared 
trivial,  required  explanation.  He  saw 
that  the  minimum  salary  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  Valuation  and  General 
Boundary  Survey  was  £1,000,  and  tlie 
maximum  salary  £1.200.  The  present 
Commissioner  received  £1,300,  iueluding 
a  personal  allowance  of  £100.  Perhaps 
the    hon.    Gentleman    [Mi.    Courtney) 
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\  would  explain  why  it  was  necess.iry  to 
I  make  this  allowance.  Ho  (Mi'.  Kenny) 
noticed  also  that  there  was  a  personal 
allowance  to  nearly  all  the  ufBeials,  no 
matter  how  small  their  office  might  be. 
There  were  13  first  class  valuers  and 
surveyors  getting  a  personal  allowance 
of  £50  a-year  each  ;  one  valuer  received 
in  addition  to  his  salary  a  temporary 
allowance  of  £200  a-year.  paid  from  the 
Vote  for  the  Irish  Land  Commission,  to 
which  his  services  had  been  transferred 
temporarily ;  an  allowance  of  £10  a-year 
was  paid  to  one  of  the  second  class 
valuers  during  the  absence  of  the  above- 
mentioned  valuer.  There  was  an  allow- 
ance of  £50  each  to  the  chief  clerk  and 
one  of  the  first  class  valuers,  and  an 
allowance  of  £25  to  one  of  the  first  class 
clerical.  It  appeared  to  him  that  all 
these  additional  allowances  were  given 
for  no  reason  whatever.  There  was  an- 
other point  on  which  he  should  like  to 
obtain  some  information  from  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  —  namely,  what 
steps  had  been  taken  to  carry  into  eSeot 
the  recommendations  of  the  Boundary 
Commission  ?  The  Commissioners  fur- 
nished a  Report  in  1882;  but  nothing 
had  been  done  to  carry  out  their  recom- 
mendations. The  tendency  of  the  re- 
commendations was  to  increase  the  area 
of  the  boroughs  in  Ireland.  It  was  very 
desirable  that  the  area  of  the  small  bo- 
roxighs  in  Ireland  should  bo  increased. 
At  the  present  time  the  geographical 
formation  of  the  Irish  boroughs  was 
most  peculiar,  and  it  was  plain  to  any- 
oue  that  the  boundaries  had  been  cir- 
cumscribed for  certain  purposes.  It 
would  be  very  interesting  to  the  people 
of  the  different  boroughs  to  know  what 
steps  the  Government  intended  to  take 
to  give  effect  to  the  wishes  of  tbo  Com- 
mission. 

Mr.  HE.\LY  said,  the  Irish  Repre- 
sentatives had  never  been  satisfied  with 
the  condition  of  the  Valuation  Depart- 
ment in  Ireland,  and  a  Return  had  oeen 
presented  to  the  House  which  threw  a 
flood  of  light  upon  the  subject.  There 
was  a  £12  franchise  in  the  Irish  coun- 
ties, and  he  found  that  there  were  in 
Ulster  3,-1-18  valuations  between  £11  10». 
and  £12,  in  Munster  I,G16,  in  Lcinster 
1,607,  and  in  Connaught  987.  In  point 
of  fact,  out  of  the  4,110  persons  who 
were  valued  between  the  disqualifying 
and  the  qualifying  figure,  3,448  were  in 
Ulster.    Above  £12  it  was  needless  to 
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go.  The  Eoturn  showed  very  clearly 
liow  the  people  were  cheated  out  of  their 
votes.  If  a  farm  was  valued  at  £1 1  ITn. 
or  £11  18«.,  the  custom  ia  all  the  Pro- 
vinces except  Ulster  was  to  make  it  even 
money — say  £11  1.5«.  or  £12.  But  in 
Ulster  what  did  tJiey  find  ?  ^Vhy,  that 
whereas  in  Munster  there  were  only  6-40 
farms  valued  at  £11  ll».,  iu  Leinster 
582,  in  Counaught  3G3,  in  Ulster  there 
were  1,354.  Therefore,  for  the  sake  of 
5».  in  the  valuation,  which  would  pro- 
bably not  make  a  \d.  diflFerence  in  the 
rating  1,351  persons  in  Ulster,  no  incon- 
siderable number  under  the  present  fran- 
chise, were  cheated  out  of  their  votes. 
Valued  at  £11  18j.,  there  were  12  in 
Ulster,  7  in  Munster,  1  in  Leinster,  and 
10  in  Connaugbt.  He  wanted  to  know 
how  this  state  of  things  arose  ?  Could 
they  find  anything  administratively  clean 
in  the  whole  countr3'  ?  His  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Wostmeath  (Mr.  Har- 
rington) had  shown  that  there  was  a 
system  of  lumping  two  men  together, 
and  thus  depriving  them  of  a  vote,  and  in 
the  Province  of  Ulster,  where  the  Nation- 
alists and  Whigs  ran  neck  and  neck,  the 
monstrous  system  he  (Mr.  Healy)  had 
pointed  out  existed.  This  sj'stem  of  chi- 
canery was  proved  by  the  Government's 
own  Return,  and  in  order  to  mark  his 
sense  of  tho  way  the  Department  had 
acted  he  moved  to  reduce  the- Vote  by 
£3,000. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £16,393,  be 
granted  to  Her  Slgjesty,  to  complete  tho  sum 
necesaaiy  tn  defray  the  (.'hurge  whivh  will  como 
ia  coarae  of  payrucat  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  31it  day  of  JIurch  ISSo,  for  the  Sularii'S  and 
Expenses  of  the  Gencnil  Valuation  and  Boun- 
dary Survey  of  Ireland." — [Mr.  Healy.) 

Mk.  COURTNEY  said,  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  in  order  to  prove  his  charge, 
would  have  to  show  that  the  unusual  pro- 
portion of  valuations  between  £11  IQ». 
and  £12  in  the  Province  of  Ulster,  as 
compared  with  other  Provinces,  was  not 
parallel  with  the  valuation  between  £12 
and  £12  10«.  With  respect  to  the  ques- 
tion brought  forward  by  tho  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Wicklow  (Mr.  Corbet)  some  time 
ago,  and  which  was  revived  this  after- 
noon by  the  hon.  Member  for  West- 
ineath  (Mr.  Harrington'*,  ho  was  at  a 
loss  to  understand  how  the  Revising 
Barrister  struck  these  persons  oif  the 
list;  but,  as  had  been  revealed  by  the 
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hon.  Member  to-day,  these  had  been 
valued  jointly  for  many  years. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON  said,  the  valua- 
tions  were  separate,  but  the  acreage  had 
been  jointly  entered  by  the  clerk. 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  he  believed 
that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  these  people 
had  not  been  struck  off  the  Register. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON  said,  he  thought 
tho  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  understand 
the  manner  in  which  the  lists  were  pre- 
sented to  tho  Revising  Barrister.  There 
was  a  supplemental  list  presented  every 
year 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  the  point  he 
was  making  was  that  the  valuation  sys- 
tem had  not  been  changed  for  years. 
He  would  make  inquiries  about  the 
matter  ;  and  as  to  the  other  matter  with 
respect  to  the  proportions,  ho  found  that 
the  graduation  of  the  valuation  was 
fairly  distributed  from  top  to  bottom, 
and  there  was  no  one  unduly  punished. 
If  the  hon.  Member  for  Westmcath 
would  write  him  a  letter  and  explain 
tho  matter  he  would  look  into  it. 

Mh.  HARRINGTON  said,  he  did  not 
wish  to  detain  the  Committee  long  upon 
this  matter  ;  but  he  thought  it  was  only 
just  that  he  should  read  the  letter  from 
which  ho  had  c^uoted  an  extract.  Tho 
letter  was  written  to  one  of  his  con- 
stituents, and  put  tho  case  strongly — 

"Cloneen,  Feb.  10th,  1884. 
"  Dear  Sir, — I  received  yours  of  tho  16th  on 
last  night. 

a.  r.  p.  £    t. 

Thomos  Neill, Ballard,  fil  2  18  vol.  31  10 
James  Butler  .  .  .  30  3  13  val.  16  10 
The  above  T.  Kcill  sold  one  of  two  farms  ha 
held  in  BalUrd  to  ilr.  Butler  in  1882.  At  tho 
roviaion  in  said  year  Dr.  Darley  refused  tiim, 
Neill,  his  vote,  on  tho  ground  that  he  was  not 
one  year  without  the  second  farm,  though  tho 
two  farms  was  [tic]  a.  quarter  of  a  mile  asunder 
(«i«).  In  the  spring  of  1S83,  when  the  revising 
valuator  came  to  Rathdrum,  they  wont  to  him 
to  have  themselves  separately  (ji>)  rated,  tha 
valuer  tu  all  appearance  regulated  their  acres 
and  valuation,  and  Neill's  vote  was  registered 
at  last  revision.  However,  on  examining  tho 
books  this  season,  I  discovered  tho  bracket  to 
their  names  as  you  see  on  the  other  side.  This 
season,  when  the  revisory  valuer  came  to  Itath- 
drum,  1  brought  thorn  to  him  and  pointed  out 
their  case.  Ho  said  it  was  all  right.  I  asked 
him  what  brought  the  bracket  there  (iwintiug 
to  it).  He  said  it  was  done  in  the  ottice  in 
Dublin,  and  that  it  should  not  be  there,  at  tho 
same  time  blotiug  {)>f)  it  with  his  pen.  Tho 
town  of  Ballard  is  in  the  electoral  division  of 
Balliuaclnsh,  and  pulling  district  uf  Kathdrum. 
The  second  case  is  that  of  James  Clancy, 
Sheanamore,  in  the  Ballinacor  electoral  din. 
sion,  and  polling  district  of  Augbrim. 
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Jamea  Clancy 
Jas.  Clancy  . 
Tenia  Clancy 
WilUam  Cortor 


}' 


£    >. 
10  10 

5  10 

6  10 
6  10 


E 

L 


a.  r.  p. 
23  1  11     vnl. 

>48  0  Sl^yal. 
{vol. 

The  two  Jam(>8  Cluncys  {tic)  above  ia  (»'>)  the 
same  man  ;  but  by  liimping  a  portion  of  his 
land  with  the  other  two  to  the  value  of  £5  lOj., 
it  brought  his  upper  value  down  to  £10  10*.; 
there  {ilc)  by  braking  Uie)  hia  vote  according  to 
Dr.  Parley's  plan  at  laat  revision,  he  was  not 
objected  to  loat  revision  and  escaped.  In  1883, 
said  Jas.  Clancy,  being  sick,  sent  his  son  and  a 
young  man  named  Brien  to  the  reviaing  valua- 
tor at  Hathdrum  to  have  his  land  and  valuation 
put  together  (as  in  reality  it  was).  MTien  the 
boys  told  their  story  to  the  valuator,  ho  said  he 
supposed  that  was  all  right— the  clerk  (.Mr.  H. 
Manning)  interfered,  and  said  there  was  u  poli- 
tical motive  in  that.  They  (»i'c),  boys,  denied 
there  was,  and  pointed  to  Mr.  Manning  a  mis- 
take the  collector  of  the  poor  rales  made  with 
him  some  time  before,  and  stated  he,  Mr. 
Manning,  had  to  write  to  the  collector  to  re- 
fund the  money.  Mr.  Manning  then  said  to 
the  rifliccr  he  should  go  to  see  the  ground,  which 
ho  did  not.  Clancy  thought  his  cose  was  all 
right  till  I  discovered  it  this  year.  The  above 
Jas.  ("lancy  was  objected  to  in  1881,  on  the 
ground  of  the  bracket  and  lumping  as  above, 
and  wlien  he  swore  that  he  never  was  in  partner- 
ship with  the  other  two,  Dr.  Durley  registered 
his  vote.  Had  ha  been  objected  to  lost  revision, 
his  vote  would  surely  be  broken.  You  can  see 
l)r.  Barley's  ruling  in  1881  in  the  above  case, 
and  compare  it  with  his  ruling  in  1833  in  the 
case  of  Michael  Lambert,  junr.,  Cappagh,  in 
the  electoral  division  of  Baliinacoa,  and  polling 
district  of  Aughrim.  Lambert  was  not  ob- 
jected to;  but  Mr.  B.  Alanning  read  him  out  as 
bracketed  with  two  others,  and  Dr.  Dnrloy, 
without  a  moment's  hesitation,  struck  his  name 
off  the  register,  though  I  am  told  he  is  not  in 
partnership  witli  them.  I  have  several  other 
cases  of  bracketing,  as  you  know  ;  but  we  can- 
not tell  now  long  they  ore  so.  I  understand 
some  of  them  was  («>>}  bracketed  in  the  time  of 
Griffith  going  round  valuing.  However,  I  see 
by  advertisement  in  T/te  Ptn/ik  that  Mr.  Man- 
ning (sic)  has  got  back  the  revised  valuation, 
and  wo  will  soon  («i>)  see  how  the  bracketing 
and  lumping  is  disiwsed  of. 

"  I  remain,  dear  Sir, 

"  faithfully  youra, 

"  JOHK  BVBHE." 


Mn.  HEALY  said,  ho  thought  it 
would  be  a  very  had  case  upon  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  would  not  bo  uble 
to  Ray  something  for  himself;  but  it  was 
only  with  the  greatest  dilliculty  tliat  he 
had  boon  able  to  get  this  Eeturn  from 
the  hon.  Gentleman,  and  he  was  sure 
that  if  he  had  asked  for  fuller  particu- 
lars, they  would  have  been  refused  him. 
Indeed,  it  was  refused  in  the  form  in 
which  ho  originally  asked  for  it,  and  it 
was  only  after  some  correspondence  that 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  who  was  extremely 
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ready  to  give  information  whenever  he 
could,  that  the  Return  was  granted. 
The  position  he  took  was  this — that 
between  £11  10«.  and  £12  there  ought 
not  to  bo  8,000  people  disfranchised  in  a 
small  country  like  Ireland.  This  would 
not  happen  in  England,  because  in  Eng- 
land there  was  not  the  same  valuation. 
Of  these  8,000  people  more  than  half 
were  in  Ulster.  This  was  a  remarkable 
state  of  things,  and  one  which  required 
to  bo  investigated.  He  did  not  wish  to 
put  the  Committee  to  the  trouble  of  a 
Division,  and  if  the  hon.  Gentleman 
could  give  some  assurance  that  steps 
Hhould  be  takon  to  prevent  this  injustice 
he  would  not  persist  in  his  Motion. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  that  the  com- 
plaints made  by  hon.  Members  opposite 
in  L'ounoction  with  the  valuation  of  tene- 
ments in  counties  would  be  no  longer 
possible  when  the  Representation  of  the 
People  Bill  should  have  passed.  He 
would,  however,  inquire  whether  there 
was  any  real  reason  for  suspecting  a  mis- 
use of  the  present  powers  of  valuators. 

Ml!.  DE.VSY  said,  he  did  not  think 
the  hon.  Gentleman  could  have  the  least 
doubt  as  to  the  way  in  which  these 
valuations  ought  to  be  made.  The  pre- 
sent improper  policy  had  been  carried 
out  for  n  very  long  time.  In  the  town 
of  Baudoii,  the  representation  of  which 
was  for  many  years  in  the  hands  of  the 
family  of  the  Earl  of  Bandon,  there  were 
300  or  400  voters;  but  it  had  been 
found  a  few  years  ago  that  there  were 
do  houses  valued  at  between  £3  15*.  and 
£4.  Now,  that  number  of  votes  would 
turn  the  scales  at  an  election  in  favour 
of  tlie  Nationalists,  and  he  had  no  doubt 
that  if  an  impartial  valuer  inspected 
those  houses,  he  would  raise  the  valu- 
ation of  each  to  over  £4.  The  result  of 
the  present  system  was  that  a  small  mi- 
nority returned  Members  of  their  own 
political  leaning.  Representations  were 
made  to  the  valuation  officer,  in  Dublin, 
last  year,  to  the  effect  that  improve- 
ments were  made  in  a  largo  number  of 
houses,  and  that,  therefore,  the  valua- 
tions uf  those  houses  should  be  increased, 
and  the  result  was  that  35  or  30  new 
voters  were  put  on  the  list,  which 
proved  that  this  was  a  matter  that 
ought  to  be  dealt  with.  Another 
important  question  had  been  touched 
upon,  but  no  satisfactory  answer  had 
been  given  by  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasiuy.      It    was    asked    when    thg 
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Bouudoi-y  Commissioners  would  present 
their  Eeport,  and  when  the  Govern- 
ment intended  to  carry  out  its  recom- 
mendations ?  A  few  weeks  ago  it 
was  proposed  that  the  city  of  Cork 
should  bo  re-valued;  but,  on  oousidera- 
tion,  it  was  found  advisable  that  that 
should  not  he  done  until  the  Boundary 
Commission,  who  were  to  inquire  into 
the  matter,  had  presented  their  Report. 
The  effect  of  this  delay  on  the  part  of 
the  Commissioners  was  the  suspension  of 
improvementworks,  because  it  was  found, 
in  the  City  of  Cork,  that  largo  and 
weahhy  districts  lying  outside  the  border 
of  the  borough  boundary,  whicli  should 
benr  a  large  proportion  of  the  taxation 
of  the  city,  could  not  be  taxed  under  the 
present  arrangement.  Aji  unfair  pro- 
portion of  the  cost  of  such  work  would, 
tlierofore,  fall  on  the  ocaupiere  within  the 
present  area  of  taxation,  and  press 
heavily  on  the  poor  people  who  would 
derive  least  benefit  from  such  ex- 
penditure. He  hoped  the  Government 
would  lose  no  time  in  carrying  out 
the  recommendations  of  that  Com- 
mission when  they  were  presented. 
With  regard  to  the  manner  in  which 
Clerks  to  Unions  discharged  their  duties 
in  putting  electors  on  the  valuation  lists, 
he  knew  that  in  cousecjuencG  of  their 
action  a  great  number  of  ponplo  who 
were  clearly  entitled  to  the  franchise  in 
the  county  of  Cork  were  prevented  from 
having  it.  The  same  thing  prevailed  in 
other  counties,  he  believed,  to  a  great 
extent.  lie  did  not  say  that  this  was 
intentional  on  the  part  of  the  Clerks ; 
but  it  certainly  happened,  and  it  was 
important  that  the  Government  should 
take  some  steps  to  remedy  it. 

Mb.  HEALY  said,  it  was  very  in- 
vidious to  divide  against  the  .salary  of  a 
person  like  Mr.  Green,  and,  after  the 
promise  of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  he  would 
withdraw  his  Motion.  Mr.  Green,  by  a 
stroke  of  the  pen,  had  struck  otT  nearly 
20,000  persons,  and  ho  did  not  think  it 
would  do  any  harm  to  give  Mr.  Green  a 
good  warming  up. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  put,  and  at/refd  to. 

Glass  III. — Law  amd  Justice. 

(4.)  £54,651,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Law  Charges. 

Gexeral  Sir  GEORGE  BALFOUR 
called  attention  to  the  inadequacy  of  the 


annual  Index  to  the  Statutes,  and  to  the 
fact  that  there  was  no  Index  to  the  'Scotch 
Statutes. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Henry  Jamf.s)  said,  that  there  was  a 
considerable  amount  of  work  going  on 
from  time  to  time  in  the  revision  of 
the  Statutes.  For  instance,  a  Bill  be- 
fore the  House  with  respect  to  Sum- 
mary Jurisdiction  involved  the  repeal, 
either  in  part  or  altogether,  of  no  less 
than  153  Statutes.  Different  persons 
were  employed  on  the  revision,  and  each 
editor  prepared  his  own  bondings,  which 
might  lend  to  some  amount  of  difficulty. 
He  would  inquire  whether  any  altera- 
tion could  be  made  so  as  to  make  the 
Index  to  the  Statutes  more  simple  for 
those  who  were  not  lawyers. 

Mb.  GREGORY  remarked,  that  he 
had  experienced  the  same  difficulties  as 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  with  re- 
gard to  this  Index.  One  improvement, 
of  which  he  would  urge  the  adoption, 
was  that  the  Statutes  should  be  num- 
bered not  only  by  the  years  of  the  Reign, 
but  also  by  the  year  in  wliich  they  had 
been  passed.  If  that  could  not  be  ma- 
nagocf,  the  Index  at  least  might  be  so 
arranged.  He  believed  that  the  Com- 
missioners were  doing  their  work  very 
well,  and  thnt  the  public  was  very  much 
indebted  to  them. 

Gkneral  Sir  GEORGE  B.\LFOUR 
said,  that,  as  far  as  ho  could  make  out, 
there  had  been  no  great  advance  in  the 
work  recently. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  asked 
whether  it  was  not  the  case  that  the 
Ushers  in  the  Courts  were  in  the  habit 
of  levying  foes  which  they  had  no  right 
to  demand;  and  also  of  paying  special 
jurors  only  a  sovereign  instead  of  a 
guinea,  thus  gaining  12*.  on  each  trial, 
unless  the  jurors  insisted  on  being  paid 
a  guinea  ? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Henry  James)  snid,  that  he  would  in- 
quire into  the  mutter. 

Tote  agreed  to. 

(5.)  £2,707,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Public  Prosecutor's  Office. 

Mr.  RYLANDS  asked  whether  it  was 
to  be  understood  that  there  was  to 
be  an  entire  change  in  the  system 
adopted  with  regard  to  public  prosecu- 
tions? He  was  of  opinion  that  there 
should  be  no  charge  upon  publio 
funds  arising  out  of  those  charges.    It 
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Beemod  to  him  that,  as  this  system  of 
puMic  prosocutions  had  not  turned  out 
ut  all  as  satiiifautory  as  had  been  ex- 
pected, tho  Government  would  have  to 
find  the  Public  Prosecutor  other  em- 
ployment ;  but  if  they  could  not  do  that, 
they  were  not  entitled  to  come  to  Par- 
liament so  early  for  power  to  compensate 
Sir  John  Maulo,  the  Public  Prosecutor. 
lie  hoped  to  hear  from  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  that  there  would  be  no 
compensation  given  ;  but  if  that  assur- 
ance could  not  be  given,  the  only  course 
would  bo  to  oppose  the  aiTangemcnts 
proposed  by  the  Government. 

The  ATTOENEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Henky  James)  pointed  out  that  the 
question  raised  bj'  the  hon.  Member  for 
Burnley  did  not  arise  upon  that  Vote. 
There  was  a  Bill  before  the  House  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  out  what  had 
been  suggested  by  the  Committee  in  re- 
gard to  the  Public  Prosecutor.  There 
was  a  clause  in  that  Bill  relating  to  com- 
pensation, and  that  clause  would  afford 
an  opportunity  of  discussiog  the  point 
mentioned  by  the  hon.  Member. 

Mh.  LABOUCHEEE  observed,  that 
his  hon.  Friend  had  raised  the  point 
simply  with  a  view  to  obtaining  an  ex- 
planation ;  and  unless  somo  satisfactory 
explanation  was  given  as  to  this  gentle- 
man, who  received  £2,000  ayear  for 
doing  very  little,  the  Bill  would  probably 
not  pass  this  Session. 

Sir  henry  HOLLAND  bogged  the 
Committee  to  observe  that  the  observa- 
tions of  the  hon.  Member  for  Burnley 
(Mr.  Rylunds)  had  really  little  or  no 
bearing  upon  tho  question  before  the 
Committee.  That  hon.  Member  argued 
against  giving  any  compensation  to  the 
present  Public  Prosecutor,  in  case  tho 
office  was  abolished ;  and  that  argu- 
ment would  be  very  properly  urged 
when  tho  Bill  before  the  House  for  alter- 
ing the  office  of  Public  Prosecutor  had 
obtained  a  second  reading,  and  when 
the  clause  providing  for  compensation 
came  before  the  Committee  on  the  Bill. 
But  at  tho  present  time  they  did  not 
know  that  that  Bill  would  bocomc  law  ; 
and  they  could  not  assume  that  it  would 
do  BO,  as  much  opposition  was  threatened 
to  it,  and  as  it  was  blocked  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Kirkcaldy  (Sir  George 
Campbell).  They  must,  therefore,  pro- 
vide for  the  coutinuance  and  working 
of  the  office  during  the  present  financial 
year ;  and  to  do  eo,  they  must  vote  the 
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proposed  Estimate,  and  whether  they 
should  do  80  was  the  question  before 
the  Committee,  and  not  tho  question 
whether,  if  the  office  was  abolished,  Sir 
John  B.  Maiile  should  receive  any  or 
what  compensation.  He  (Sir  Henry 
Holland)  had  more  than  onco  strongly 
advocati'd  a  change  in  the  existing  office 
of  tho  Public  Prosecutor,  and  tho  amal- 
gamation of  that  office  with  the  Soli- 
citor of  the  Treasury's  office.  The  Com- 
mittee, of  which  he  was  a  Member,  had 
recommended  that  change,  and  the  Bill 
was  introduced  to  give  effect  to  their  re- 
commendations. He  had  always  under- 
stood that  the  hon.  Member  for  Burnley 
advocated  the  same  view  ;  and,  if  such 
were  tho  case,  he  would  beg  him  to  lot 
the  Bill  have  a  second  reading  and  go 
into  Committee,  when  the  question  of 
compensation  could  be  fully  discussed. 
By  opposing  tho  Bill,  ho  would  only 
help  to  make  it  necessary  to  vote  this 
Estimate,  not  only  for  the  present  finan- 
cial year,  which  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary, but  for  the  next  and,  possibly, 
other  succeeding  vears. 

Mr.  WARTON  was  glad  to  find  that 
the  Government  at  last  intended  to  get 
rid  of  this  atrocious  sham.  The  Go- 
vernment seldom  .saw  things  until  too 
late  ;  but  they  ought  to  have  seen  three 
years  ago  that  this  office  was  a  farce. 
With  regard  to  the  Bill  itself,  the  hon. 
ilember  for  Wolverhampton  (Mr.  H.  H. 
Fowler)  was  wrong  in  supposing  that 
he  had  blocked  the  BiU.  Ho  thought 
this  sham  ought  to  be  put  and  end  to, 
and  he  would  press  the  Government  to 
endeavour  to  carry  that  out. 

Mr.  GREGORY  desired  to  know  what 
were  the  relations  between  this  office 
and  the  Board  of  Trade  iu  regard  to 
bankruptcy  proceedings?  He  had  taken 
some  part  in  the  Bankruptcy  Bill  of 
last  year,  and  he  had  always  contem- 
plated that  one  of  tho  great  advantages 
of  it  would  be  the  public  examination  of 
a  bankrupt  with  a  view  to  the  disclosure 
of  his  affairs  ;  but  a  great  many  disclo- 
sures had  been  avoided  by  bankrupts 
absconding.  So  there  had  been  an  en- 
tiro  concealment  of  the  state  of  affairs, 
and  the  whole  matter  was  left  iu  a  state 
of  suspended  animation.  He  wished  to 
know  whether  the  Public  Prosecutor  had 
been  put  in  motion  with  respect  to  these 
cases  ?  So  far  as  he  knew,  no  attempt 
had  been  mado  to  trace  these  people. 
He  admitted  that  they  had  gone  beyond 
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the  jurisdiction  of  our  Bankruptcy  Court; 
but  fbero  would  hnve  been  no  difficulty 
in  tracing  them  and  putting  in  force  the 
law  applicable  to  such  cases ;  and  he 
ventured  to  think  that  <he  proper  person 
to  do  that  was  the  Public  Prosecutor,  on 
the  initiation  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  He 
was  most  ansious  that  the  working  of 
the  Act  should  be  efficient ;  but  that  de- 
pended on  the  way  in  which  it  was  put 
in  opc-ratiou  by  the  Board  of  Trade.  It 
was  contrary  to  all  acknowledged  prin- 
ciples that  facilities  should  be  given  to 
these  people  to  get  out  of  the  way,  and 
that  the  Court  should  have  no  notion  as 
to  what  their  conduct  had  been,  or  how 
their  liabilities  stood.  He  thought  some 
stops  ought  to  be  taken  to  enforce  their 
attendance,  and  to  mnke  them  submit 
to  the  examination  provided  for  under 
the  Act. 

8iB  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  said,  the 
observations  of  the  hon.  Member  showed 
that  this  matter  ought  not  (o  be  disposed 
of  in  a  hole-and-corner  manner.  This 
sham  office  ought  to  be  abolished,  and 
not  allowed  to  remain  a  burden  on  the 
British  taxpayer.  But  it  was  proposed 
not  only  to  abolish  the  office,  but  to  give 
statutory  power  to  compensate  those 
who  had  received  appointments.  Could 
the  Government  give  the  Committee 
some  assurance  that  \>y  the  course  thej- 

Eroposed  they  would  not  be  tying  their 
ands  with  regard  to  such  compensation 
as  thej-  might  think  equitable  ? 

Vote  agretd  lo. 

ri/STEB   CANAL   AKD  TYRONE  NAVT- 
GATION  BILL.-[Bii.L  344.] 
{Xr.  Court Hcij.  Mr.  Herbtrt  QIadttone.) 
aXD   KEADINO.     [aDJOUBSED    DEBATE.] 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Question  (  llth  July],  "  That 
the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time." 

Question  again  proposed. 

Debate  resumed. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  Mundag  nest. 

MOTION. 

VETmi.ATI0X  OF  THB   HOTTBE. 

Orierti,  That  the  Committoo  Bppointod  to 
inquire  into  the  Ventilation  of  the  Uouae  have 


power  to  inquire  aa  to  the  noxious  imelb  which 
occaaionolly  pervade  the  House,  and  into  the 
cause  of  the  oiimo. — [ilr.  fTillinm  JTtiirfi  Smitll.) 

House  adjourned  at  Five  minutes 
before  Six  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    LOKDS, 
Thuridag,  '24lh  July,  1884. 


MINUTES.]— PiBLtc  Bills— J^ir*/  Reading-^ 
Trusts  (.Scotland)  •  (209) ;  Arbitration  (210). 

Steonti  lltaJing — Stron.sall  Common  •  (195)  ; 
Poor  Law  Guardians  (Ireland)  (201),  nei/a- 
tietd;  .ShoriCf  Court  Houaca  (Scotland)  Amend- 
ment •  (103). 

Commillte  —  Tramways  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Order  (166-211);  Tramways  (Ireland)  Pro- 
visional Order  (No.  2)  •  (U-l)  ;  Local  Go- 
vernment Provisional  Orders  (No.  6)  •  (189). 

Commitue — Seporl — Naval  Discipline  Act  (1806) 
Amendment*  (198)  ;  Reformatory  and  In- 
dustrial Schools  (Manx  Children)*  (200); 
Oyster  Cultivation  (Ireland)  *  (197). 

Jlejmrl —ljOQi\  Government  I'rorisional  Orden 
(No.  <)•  (163);  Local  Government  Provi- 
sional Orders  (No.  7)  *  (164) ;  Local  Govern- 
ment Provisional  Orders  (No.  8)*  (166); 
Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Orders  (Labourers  Act)  (No.  2)  •  (138). 

Third  /f^.ii//»;/  — Now  PaiTshca  Acts  and  Church 
Building  Acts  Araondraent  •  (171)  ;  Prisons 
(Ireland)  (Cost  of  Conveyance  of  Prisoners)  • 
(100).  auApiutcd. 

ARBITRATION  BILL. 
niLI.  PBESENTED.      FIBST  BEAOINO. 

LoBD  BEAM  WELL,  in  presenting  a 
Bill  to  consolidate  the  law  relating  to 
arbitration,  said,  he  wns  aware  that  the 
Bill  could  not  be  proceeded  with  that 
Session  ;  but  it  was  considered  desirable 
that  the  measure  shouhl  be  introduced. 
It  had  been  prepared  under  the  auspices 
of  the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce  ; 
and,  from  his  reading  of  it,  he  thought 
it  deserved  a  favourable  reception  from 
their  Lordships. 

Bill  presented;  read  1*;  and  to  be 
printed.     (No.  210.) 

STANDING  ORDERS— LABOORING 
CLASS  DWELLINGS. 

MOTION   FOB    PBUfTINO. 

The  Mahquess  of  SALISBURY,  who 
had  on  the  Paper  a  long  Notice  of  Mo- 
tion, the  object  of  which  was  to  amend 
the  Standing  Orders  of  the  House  of 
Lords     relating     to    Labouring    Class 
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Dwellings,  by  a  series  of  Amendments, 
BO  as  to  provide  that  "in  the  case  of  any 
Private  Bill  ■which  proposed  to  take 
compulsory,  or  by  agreement,  in  the 
Metropolis,  twenty  or  more  houses,  or 
in  any  city,  borough,  or  other  urban 
eanitary  district,  ten  or  more  houses, 
occupied  wholly  or  partially  by  persons 
belonging  to  the  labouring  class,  the 
promoters  of  such  Bill  should  deposit  at 
the  Office  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  before  tho  end  of  November  ii 
Btatemeut  of  the  number,  description, 
and  situation  of  such  houses ;  and  no 
such  Bill  should  be  read  a  second  time, 
until  the  Local  Govornment  Board  hnd 
reported  with  respect  to  the  lioumng  of 
tho  people  thus  displaced ;  and,  further, 
that  the  Committee  on  any  such  Bill 
should  insert  such  clauses  as  would  se- 
cure the  provision  of  suitable  accomoda- 
tion within  a  distance  of  one  milo  from 
their  place  of  residonoe  for  such  number 
of  persons  as  tho  Local  Government 
Board  should  specify  ia  their  Report, 
unless  they  (the  Committee)  shoiild  see 
fit,  either  with  or  without  condition,  to 
modify  or  waive  such  requirements," 
said,  that  in  vising  to  move  that  the 
said  Amendments  be  printed,  he  would 
intimate  that  they  had  been  finally  ap- 
proved by  two  Eoyal  Commissions,  in- 
cluding the  one  which  was  now  sitting, 
and  had  been  accepted  by  the  Govern- 
ment. There  had  been  a  delay,  which 
their  Lordships  might  have  observed,  of 
a  considerable  time,  during  which  thej- 
had  been  retained  on  the  Paper,  because 
it  was  thought  very  desirable  to  hear 
all  the  objections  which  Parllnmentary 
Ogents,  representatives  of  Railways,  and 
other  persons,  might  have  to  make,  be- 
fore adopting  the  ullimate  form  which 
the  Standing  Order  was  to  take.  Ho 
believed  the  Standing  Order,  as  it  was 
now  proposed  to  be  amended,  would 
meet  with  scarcely  any  opposition  fi-om 
these  persons.  The  main  object  of  the 
Amendment  was  one  of  extreme  im- 
portance— namely,  that  in  the  construc- 
tion of  any  railway,  through  the  Metro- 
polis or  elsewhere,  there  should  not  only 
be  compensation  given  to  the  poor  and 
working  classes  who  wore  evicted  from 
their  houses,  but  that  the  amount  of 
house  accommodation  that  was  available 
fur  persons  of  that  class  should  not,  as 
far  as  possible,  bo  diminished  by  works 
of  that  kind.  Hitherto,  it  had  been 
imagined  that  if   the   existing  tenant 

The  Marjuti)  of  Salitlury 


were  suEBoiently  compensated,  all  had 
been  done  that  was  necessary  to  do ; 
but  there  was  a  further  and  larger 
and  much  more  important  consideration 
— that  the  houses  available  for  tho 
working  classes  wore  scantily  supplied, 
and  that  the  number  of  them  was  liable 
to  constant  diminution ;  while  tho  work- 
ing classes — those  who  required  accomo- 
dation— were,  of  course,  constantly  in- 
creasing with  the  growth  of  the  popula- 
tion, and  the  increased  industry  and  pro- 
speritj-  of  the  coimtry.  It  was,  there- 
fore, very  desirable  that  all  works  which 
were  authorized  by  Parliament  should, 
as  far  as  it  was  practicable,  be  prevented 
from  diminishing  the  amount  of  accomo- 
dation for  the  working  classes  which 
now  esisted.  That  was  really  the  ob- 
ject of  the  Standing  Order  as  proposed 
to  be  amended.  This  would  be  carried 
into  effect  by  bringing  in  the  Secretary 
of  State  or  the  Local  Government  Board 
to  supervise  tho  action  of  the  Railway 
Companies  or  other  promoters  of  Bills  ; 
and  the  Committee  was  charged  to  see 
that  wherever  working  class  accommo- 
dation was  destroyed,  a  corresponding 
quantity  should  be  provided.  He  begged 
to  move  that  the  Order,  as  proposed  to 
be  amended,  be  printed  with  a  view  to 
its  being  taken  into  consideration  on 
Tuesday  next. 

Moved,  "  That  tho  proposed  Atnendmonta  to 
tho  Uuiise  of  Lords  StjinJing  Orders  on  Labour- 
ing Class  DwoUinga  be  printed." — {The  Mar- 
qtitM  of  Snlinhury.) 

The  Earl  of  WEMYSS  said,  he  ap- 
prehended that  the  Orders  would  work 
iu  this  way — that  accommodation  within 
Dns  mile  should  be  found. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY : 
"  Found"  hardly  expresses  it — "  dwell- 
ings shall  be  provided"  are  the  words 
in  tho  Orders. 

The  Earl  of  WEMYSS  said,  he  did 
not  see  how  that  was  to  bo  done  except 
by  turning  others  out. 

Tue  Marquess  of  SALISBURY  said, 
there  was  scarcely  a  district  in  London 
in  which  accommodation  could  not  be 
found  by  making  buildings  taller ;  but 
the  Orders  were  not  intended  to  work  in 
an  iron  manner.  It  was  not  dt>sirabl« 
to  insist  on  unreasonable  conditions. 

Motion  agried  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Amendments 
be  taken  into  consideration  on  Tuesday 
nest. 
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TRAMWAYS  (IRELAND)   PROVISIONAL 

ORDEU  BILL.— (No.  108.) 

{T/ieLvriPretidenl.) 

COMMITTEE. 

Ilouee  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order). 

Lord  INCHIQUIN  said,  agreeably  to 
his  Notice,  he  would  move  the  insertion 
in  the  Bill  of  the  clause  he  had  placed 
upon  the  Paper,  lie  had  withdrawn 
the  Motion  wliich  he  moved  on  a  pre- 
vious occasion,  as  he  considered  that  the 
new  clause  which  he  now  proposnd  would 
effect  the  object  ho  had  in  view — namely, 
the  protection  of  the  ratepayers  of  the 
different  counties  who  guaranteed  the 
capital  of  these  tramway  undertakings. 
He  thought  that  some  provision  of  this 
character  was  really  required. 

J/br«rf,  toinsertthefollowingClause: — 

"  The  capital  ftuthorised  by  this  Act  shall 
not  be  iasaed  save  ns  said  capital  may  from  time 
to  time  be  required  for  the  actual  construction 
and  carrj-ing  out  of  the  wiid  undertaking,  and 
the  certificate  of  the  Hoard  of  Trade  in  that 
behalf  ghall  be  the  evidence  of  sufh  require- 
ment :  Proridod  that  the  Board  of  Trade  shall 
roaervo  their  final  ccrtidcato  in  respect  of  uut 
less  than  five  per  cent,  of  the  whole  capital 
until  twelve  months  after  the  line  has  been 
opened  and  worked  for  traffic." — {TAt  Lord 
Inehiquin.) 

LoKu  CARLINGFOED  (Lord  Pre- 
siDEXT  of  the  Council)  said,  he  was 
sorry  that  the  noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord 
Inchiquin)  should  persevere  with  this 
Amendment.  It  really  would  have  a 
very  hard  and,  possibly,  a  fatal  effect 
on  these  tramway  undertakings.  It 
would  prevent  local  capital  being  in- 
vested in  the  tramway  lines  constructed 
under  the  Act  of  last  year,  and  would 
throw  the  promoters  of  those  lines  en- 
tirely into  the  hands  of  financiers.  As 
be  had  previously  stated,  he  was  quite 
ready  to  insert  in  this  Bill  the  provi- 
sion which  had  been  inserted  in  the 
West  Clare  Bill  by  the  Irish  Privy 
Council. 

Lonn  INCHIQUIN  said,  that  as  the 
noble  Lord  the  Lord  President  of  the 
Council  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  insert 
this  clause  in  the  Bill,  he  would  with- 
draw it.  He  really  thought,  however, 
that  the  Government  should  insert  some 
protective  clauses  in  all  Provisional  Or- 
ders, and  send  out  a  Memorandum  to 
Grand  Jui'ies,  calling  attention  to  the 
matters  which  should  be  inseiied  in  the 


Presentment  for   the  protection  of  the 
county  interests. 

Clause  (by  leave  of  the  Committee) 
withdrawn. 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Lord  President, 
Amendment  made  by  inserting  Clause  0 
of  the  Tramways  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Order  (No.  2)  Bill  in  the  Bill. 

Further  Amendments  made. 

The  Eeport  of  the  Amendments  to  be 
received  on  Monday  next ;  and  Bill  to  be 
printtd  as  amended.     (No.  211.) 

POOR  LAW  GUARDIANS  (IRELAND) 
BILL.— (No.  201.) 
{The  Lord  PrtstUeiit.) 
SECOND   KEADtNO. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing read. 

Lord  CAELINQFORD  (Lord  Prbsi- 
DENT  of  the  Council),  in  rising  to  move 
that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time, 
said,  that  it  had  been  several  times  be- 
fore the  House  uf  Commons,  and  almost 
made  its  way  through  that  House ;  but 
it  had  reached  the  House  of  Lords  now 
for  the  iirst  time.  It  was  a  Bill  upon 
which  there  had  been  a  large  amount  of 
agreement  in  the  other  House  amongst 
Irish  Members  as  to  its  main  provisions, 
which  he  would  call  the  second  reading 
portion  of  the  Bill ;  although,  upon  other 
and  minor  points,  there  had  been  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion.  The  Bill  was  not 
a  Government  measure,  and  it  did  not 
reach  that  House  as  a  Government 
measure ;  but  as  no  independent  Mem- 
ber of  their  LordshipH'  House  had  taken 
it  up,  and  OS  it  appeared  to  him  that 
it  was  a  Bill  of  considerable  importance 
to  Ireland,  he  thought  it  ought  to  be 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  House. 
He  had,  therefore,  undertaken  to  move 
thd  second  reading.  What  he  woidd 
call  the  main  provisions  of  the  Bill  were 
contained  in  the  first  and  second  parts 
of  it.  The  main  object  of  the  Bill  was 
to  put  an  end  to  the  present  system  of 
voting  at  Poor  Law  elections  for  Guar- 
dians in  Ireland,  by  substituting  for  the 
voting  papers,  at  present  in  use,  vote 
by  bdlot.  That  was  a  change  which, 
in  his  opinion,  would  be  one  of  great 
value  in  that  country.  He  could  not 
conceive  any  much  worse  system  than 
the  present  system  of  voting  for  Poor 
Law  Guardians.    The  unfortunate  voter 
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—as  everyone  who  knew  Ireland  must 
Le  aware — was  exposed  to  every  kind  of 
the  most  contrary  influoncee — to  the  in- 
fluence of  the  landlord,  llio  agent,  the 
bailiff,  the  local  Land  League,  the  red- 
hot  Nationalist,  who  might  be  his  next- 
door  neighbour,  the  priest,  and  the 
curate ;  and  he  was  pressed  and  pulled 
in  all  directions  by  these  various  forces. 
~3uch  a  state  of  things  was  thoroughly 
"Objectionable ;  and  undor  such  pres- 
sure, and  such  contrary  motives  and 
passions,  the  system  of  voting  papers 
was  liable  to  g^eat  abuse,  and  it  was 
pretty  well  known  that  gi-eat  abuse  had 
taken  place.  He  could  not  doubt  that 
it  would  be  a  groat  improvement  to  sub- 
stitute vote  by  ballot  for  that  system ; 
and  if  a  gonornl  measure  were  introduced 
doalingwith  local  government  inlreland, 
he  had  no  doubt  that  th  is  provision  would 
foi-m  part  of  it.  Then  there  were  im- 
provements, as  concerned  registration, 
in  the  way  of  constructing  a  Kegistor  of 
Voters  ;  and  the  Bill  also  proposed  a 
great  improvement  in  the  way  of  giv- 
ing proper  means  and  facilities  for  the 
hearing  of  Petitions  against  elections 
of  Guardians.  It  was  proposed,  under 
the  Bill,  that  Petitions  should  be  referred 
to  the  County  Court  Judge.  At  present, 
nothing  could  be  more  objectionable  than 
the  way  in  which  these  points  were  de- 
cided— namely,  by  means  of  inquiries 
held  by  Poor  Law  Inspectors.  It  was 
left  to  the  Local  Government  Board  to 
hold  an  inquiry  as  to  whether  a  particu- 
lar Guardian  had  been  properly  elected 
or  not.  The  result  was,  that  there  were 
constant  collisions  between  the  Boards 
of  Guardians  and  the  Local  Government 
Board,  whoso  duties  in  this  resjioct  were 
very  onerous  and  invidious,  tlis  right 
hon. Friend  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
had  informed  him  that,  since  the  Spring 
Poor  Law  elections,  the  return  of  127 
Guardians  had  been  disputed.  Eighty  of 
these  oases  had  been  derided ;  the  rest 
remained  still  to  be  considered,  and  of 
those  considered,  10  had  been  set  aside. 
That  was  a  state  of  things  which  would 
be  cured  at  once  by  the  provisions  of  this 
Bill.  Then  there  was  a  clause  providing 
that  the  elections  should  be  held  trien- 
nially,  instead  of  annually,  which,  he  con- 
sidered, would  be  a  great  improvement. 
That,  in  his  view,  was  the  main  part  of 
the  Bill  that  he  would  ask  their  Lord- 
ships to  read  a  second  time.  There  were 
other  points  of  considerable  importance. 

Lord  Carling/ord 


There  was  a  provision  with  regard  to 
the  rateable  qualifications  of  Guardians. 
That  qualification .  which  now  varied  in 
Unions,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  it  was  proposed  to 
fix  at  £12.  At  present,  in  many  Unions 
it  was  higher,  and  in  many  others  lower 
than  that  sum.  Another  provision  fixed 
the  maximum  number  of  votes  which  any 
one  voter  might  give  at  18.  That  niua- 
ber  had  been  taken,  under  the  advice  of 
the  Law  OflBcors,  as  that  which  wa«  in- 
tended by  the  existing  law — that  was  to 
say,  six  votes  might  be  given  by  the 
same  person  in  each  of  three  different 
capacities — namely,  as  owner,  as  occu- 
pier, and  as  holding  a  beneficial  interest. 
There  were  other  points  which  were  those 
mainly  in  dispute  in  the  other  House, 
and  which  would,  no  doubt,  be  mainly  in 
dispute  in  this.  One  provision  proposed  to 
reduce  the  number  of  tx  nJHaio  Guardians 
from  one-half  to  one-third  of  the  whole 
body.  That,  he  believed,  was  now  the 
legal  proportion  of  ex  officio  Guardians 
in  England,  and  it  was  also  the  propor- 
tion fixed  in  the  original  Irish  Poor  Law, 
although  it  was  afterwards  raised  to 
one-half,  he  did  not  know  why.  Again, 
at  present,  any  Pesident  Magistrates 
became  tx  officio  Guardians,  and  if  the 
number  of  Kesident  Magistrates  was  not 
sufficient,  it  was  tilled  up  from  owners 
within  the  Union  who  resided  elsewhere ; 
but  it  was  a  chance,  of  course,  who  those 
gentleman  might  be.  The  Bill  proposed, 
while  reducing  the  legal  number  to  one- 
third,  that  the  Justices  should  them* 
solves  elect  the  members  to  constitute 
that  one-third  from  their  own  body.  It 
was  found,  by  experience,  that  gentle- 
men so  elected  for  the  express  purpose 
of  attending  the  Boards  of  Guardians 
were  far  more  likely  to  act  than  those 
who  found  themselves  on  those  Boards 
by  haphazard,  so  to  speak.  By  this 
change  it  was  hoped  thoy  would  get 
magistrates  who  would  regularly  attend 
the  Boards.  But  the  proposal  which 
had  been  most  objected  to  was  that 
which  provided  for  the  abolition  of 
proxy  voting.  At  present,  the  owner 
could  hand  over  his  proxies  to  his  agent, 
as  was  often  done,  in  blank,  leaving 
him  to  vote  for  whatever  Guardian  he 
pleased.  The  owner  might  bo  living  out 
of  L-eland,  and,  knowing  nothing  about 
the  persons  who  were  candidates,  left  it 
to  his  agent  to  vote  for  him.  Of  course, 
he  knew  the  ground  on  which  such  a 
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systom  would  be  defended — that  of  the 
due  representation  of  property  ;  but  ha 
Bubmilted  that  on  principle,  and  on  its 
merits,  it  wa8  very  ditficult  to  defend 
such  a  system.  He  quite  admitted,  how- 
ever, that  that  was  a  question  which 
waa  very  well  open  to  discussion;  but  it 
was  a  question  which  could  be  very  well 
discussed  in  Committee,  if  the  Ilouse  read 
the  Bill  a  second  time.  He  observed,  in- 
deed, tliat  in  the  other  House,  several  pro- 
minent Members  of  what  was  called  the 
"  Popular  Party"  thought  thero  were 
other  possible  modes  of  dealing  with  that 
particular  question.  There  was,  at  all 
events,  great  objection  to  the  exercise 
of  the  voting  power  by  a  mere  absentee 
landlord,  who  sent  over  a  proxy  which 
lasted  from  one  election  to  another.  The 
proxy  was  not  even  required  to  be  ex- 
ercised for  a  particular  election,  but  it 
would  last  for  a  considoralile  time. 

The  Mahquess  of  WATERFORD: 
For  one  election  only. 

LoRi)  C.\KLINQFORD  (Lobd  Pbesi- 
DEST  of  tho  Council)  said,  ho  verj-mutsh 
doubted  that  statement  of  the  noble 
Marquess  ;  anyhow,  the  system  was 
much  objected  to.  Thiit,  however,  waa 
a  matter  which  waa  quite  open  for  consi- 
deration in  Committee ;  but  he  might 
say  that  the  Local  Qovernmeut  Board 
had  the  power,  and  would  be  pre- 
pared, as  far  as  they  could,  to  exercise 
the  power,  of  so  fixing  the  elections 
in  the  different  Unions  that  owners  of 
property  might  be  able  personally  to 
exercise  their  right  of  voting  in  Unions 
in  which  they  were  interested  on  dif- 
ferent days.  That  was  how  that  mat- 
ter stood.  Ho  had  said  that  these  last 
points,  though  of  cou(ridornble  import- 
ance, wore  not  the  essential  principle  of 
the  Bill ;  and  ho  would  ask  their  Lord- 
ships to  rend  the  Bill  a  second  time,  be- 
cause he  held  that,  in  the  present  cir- 
cumstances of  Ireland,  the  change  in 
the  present  system  of  voting  to  vote 
by  ballot  would  be  of  great  advantage 
as  preventing  much  abuse  and  a  vast 
amount  of  the  harassing  and  undue 
pressure  to  which  voters  were  subject. 
Further  than  that,  the  question  of  a 
change  in  the  system  of  proxy  voting  to 
which  he  had  alluded  was  a  matter  very 
well  worth  discussing,  and  it  could  be 
discussed  in  Committee.  No  doubt,  tliere 
was  very  much  to  bo  said  about  the  due 
roprosontation  of  property  in  those  elec- 
tions, and  it  was  often  urged  that  the 


argument  in  favour  of  the  case  in  Ire- 
land was  much  stronger  than  in  England, 
because,  in  Ireland,  the  rates  were  di- 
vided— one-hnlf  falling  on  the  landlord 
and  one-half  on  the  tenant — while  in 
the  case  of  holdings  under  £4  the  rates 
were  paid  wholly  by  tho  landlord.  That 
was  a  consideration  wliich  their  Lord- 
ships would  bear  in  view.  On  the  other 
hand,  he  thought  it  right  to  say  that,  in  his 
opinion,  it  wos  very  doubtful  whether  this 
attempt  to  divide  the  rates  between  land- 
lord and  tenant  in  Ireland  had  been  very 
successful ;  and  bs  to  the  comparison 
with  tho  payment  of  poor  rates  in 
England,  be  thought  it  was  a  matter  of 
great  doubt  whether,  in  the  long  run, 
the  landlord  in  England  did  not  pay 
more  than  tho  landlord  in  Ireland.  Tho 
question  had  often  been  discussed  how 
far  the  rotes  were  thrown  on  the  landlord 
in  this  country.  Certainly,  Ln  present  cir- 
cumstances, an  English  tenant  in  taking 
a  farm  would  take  the  rates  into  ac- 
count, am?  make  the  fullest  allowance 
for  them ;  and  if,  on  the  expiration  of 
his  lease  or  agreement,  matters  were  not 
arranged  to  his  satisfaction  with  the 
landlord,  in  connection  with  his  rent, 
the  tenant  would  throw  up  his  farm  and 
look  for  another.  The  case,  however, 
was  different  in  Ireland.  A  diminution  of 
the  rent  in  projiortion  to  the  rates  was 
not  so  easily  made  in  Ireland,  inasmuch 
as  freedom  of  contract  entered  so  little 
into  the  question  of  the  settlement  of 
rent,  a  fuct  which  he  considered  one  of 
those  elementary  truths  that  wore  plain 
to  everyone  who  had  learned  to  open  his 
eyes  to  the  conditions  of  Irish  life.  He 
very  much  doubted,  therefore,  whether, 
in  spite  of  the  artificial  division  of 
the  rate  between  the  landlord  and  tho 
tenant  in  Ireland,  the  rates  did  not,  in 
fact,  full  to  n  larger  extent  on  the  land- 
lord in  this  countty  than  they  did  in 
Ireland.  That,  however,  was  a  matter 
of  argument ;  and  he  now  asked  their 
Lordships  to  read  the  BiU  a  second 
time,  on  the  ground  that  the  main  ob- 
ject of  the  Bill  was  a  good  one— that  of 
substituting  for  the  present  system  of 
voting  papers  vote  by  ballot. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2'." 
— {The  Lord  Preiident.) 

The  Eabl  of  LONGFORD,  in  rising 
to  move  that  the  BiU  be  read  a  second 
time  that  day  throe  months,  said,  that  he 
did  not  think  the  reform  proposed  at  all 
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Bucli  a  pleasant  one  as  the  noble  Lord 
opposite  (Lord  Carlingford)  had  seemed 
to  regard  it,  and  there  were  good  reasons 
why  it  should  be  postponed  for  a  certain 
time.  The  measure,  in  the  first  place, 
did  not  eorae  from  aggrieved  Guardians 
or  ratepayers,  but  from  the  iioliticians 
■who  had  beon  urganizing  the  Irish 
Boards  of  Guardians  into  amateur  poli- 
tical debating  societies  for  Ihoir  own 
piu-poses.  Tlio  noble  Lord  tlio  Lord 
President  of  the  Council  had  not  quite 
correctly  described  the  parentage  of  the 
Bill,  nor  the  circumstances  of  its  pas- 
sago  through  the  other  House.  He  (the 
Earl  of  Longford)  found  that  the  names 
which  originally  appeared  on  the  back 
of  it,  were  Mr.  O'Brien,  Mr.  Gray,  Mr. 
Mayne,  Mr.  O'Sullivan,  and  Mr.  Marum. 
Now,  he  desired  to  speak  of  tliose  Gen- 
tlemen with  all  n-spcct  as  Uopresen- 
tatives  of  considerable  constituencies ; 
but  they  were  members  of  an  ex- 
treme political  Party,  and  on«  of  their 
articles  of  faith,  according  to  their  own 
Utterances,  was  to  bring  the  landlords 
to  their  knees  If  this  Bill  wore  passed, 
it  would  have  an  oflect  in  that  direction. 
The  noble  Lord,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  mentioned  its 
passage  through  tlio  House  of  Com- 
mons ;  but  ho  scarcely  gave  an  idea  of 
how  the  Government  had  treated  the 
opponents  of  the  Bill.  He  (tho  Earl  of 
Longford)  found  that  the  Bill  had 
been  introduced  bj'  private  Members 
early  in  the  yeai".  It  oame  on  for  second 
reading  on  the  2iid  of  July,  and  then 
Mr.  Trevelyan,  on  behalf  of  the  Govern- 
ment, smiled  upon  it  and  spoke  favour- 
ably of  it.  He  (tho  Earl  of  Longford) 
thought  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
adopted  it ;  but  the  noble  Lord  the  Lord 
President  of  the  Council  said  that  the 
Bill  was  not  regularly  in  his  hands.  It 
was  adopted  by  him,  however,  so  far 
as  speaking  favourably  of  it ;  and 
he  showed  his  approval  of  it  by  in- 
dicating certain  Amendments  to  which 
he  would  consent,  and  which  would  ro- 
saova  some  of  the  objectionable  features 
of  the  Bill.  The  residt  was,  the  Irish 
Mombers  and  the  Government  having 
joined,  the  opponents  of  the  Bill  were 
helpless,  and  did  not  divide  against 
it.  Here  he  might  observe  that  a 
majority  supporting  the  Government  in 
the  other  House  were  described  as  an 
intelligent  representation  of  the  will  of 
the  nation  ;  whereas,  in  their  Lordships' 

Tfu  Earl »/  Zonif/ord 


House,  a  majority  against  tho  Govern- 
ment were  spoken  of  in  altogether  dif- 
ferent terms.  With  this  indication  of 
Mr.  Trevelyan's  view  on  the  part  of 
the  Govomment,  the  Bill  went  to  the 
next  stage,  which  came  on  the  15th 
of  July.  The  Amendments  which  Mr. 
Trevelyan  had  referred  to  were  then 
adopted,  and  the  Bill  was  toned  dowa 
by  the  omission  of  some  of  the  condi- 
tions to  which  the  opponents  had  strongly 
objected.  The  Eeport  stage  of  tho  Bill 
was  taken  on  the  1 7th  of  July  ;  and  on 
that  occasion,  to  the  astonishment  of  the 
opponents  of  the  measure,  the  same 
Amendments  to  which  Mr.  Trevelyan 
had  acceded  two  days  before  were  can- 
celled, and  tho  objectionable  conditions 
were  reinstated  in  the  Bill  with  no  fur- 
ther notice  than  the  insertion  in  the 
Votes  ofjthat  morning.  The  third  read- 
ing of  the  Bill  was  low  down  on  the 
Orders  of  tho  Day,  and  did  not  come  on 
until  2  o'clock ;  and,  notwithstanding 
the  earnest  protests  of  tho  few  opponents 
of  the  Bill  who  were  present,  by  a 
Division  at  close  on  4  o'clock  in  the 
morning  the  Bill  passed  in  its  present 
objectionable  state.  That  was  the  mode 
in  which  the  Bill  had  passed  through 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  in  which  it 
had  come  to  their  Lordships  for  con- 
sideration. He  was  far  from  charging 
any  Member  of  the  Government  with 
sharp  practice  in  the  matter;  but  he 
scarcely  knew  in  what  otlior  way  to  cha- 
racterize what  had  occurred ;  and,  if  he 
wore  not  to  say  another  word,  he  thought 
ho  was  justified  in  asking  thnir  Lord- 
ships to  reject  such  a  slippery  Bill  in  such 
slippery  hands.  However,  ho  had  a  few 
words  to  say  about  the  merits  of  the  Bill, 
in  regard  to  which  he  took  n  somewhat 
different  view  from  the  Lord  President. 
This  Bill,  if  passed,  would  be  the  means 
of  creating  further  sources  of  ill-will  be- 
tween the  different  classes  li^'ing  in 
Ireland.  As  regarded  election  of  Guar- 
dians by  ballot,  and  for  a  term  of 
three  years,  if  they  were  considering 
a  new  mode  of  constructing  the  Poor 
Law  system,  there  might  bo  something 
to  say  on  those  points  ;  but  the  present 
sy.stem  was  not,  by  any  means,  open  to 
the  objections  to  which  the  noble  I,ord 
had  referred.  The  conditions  of  the 
Poor  Law  in  England  and  in  Ireland 
were  quite  different.  The  proposed 
change  was  really  a  theoretical  rather 
than    a    practical    one,    and    it    might 
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very  well  wait  for  consideration  here- 
after. The  owners  of  property  had 
great  reason  to  view  this  Bill  with  sus- 
picion ;  and  when  he  said  this,  he  did 
not  in  any  way  take  an  exaggerated 
view  of  the  rights  of  property.  As  re- 
garded himself,  he  lived  a  good  deal  in 
Ireland,  and  generally  on  good  terms 
with  his  neighbours,  except  sometimos. 
The  Poor  Law  was  a  very  heavy  burden 
indeed  upon  the  owners  of  property ; 
and  in  the  construction  of  the  Poor 
Law  system  ono-tliird  tx  officio  Guar- 
dians were  placed  upon  the  Board. 
Subsequently  that  proportion  was  in- 
creased to  one-half,  as  it  now  remained; 
and,  considering  the  amount  owners  of 
property  contributed  io  the  rates,  they 
were  fully  entitled  to  the  representation 
they  at  present  enjoyed.  They  paid 
moro  than  half  the  poor  rate,  and 
they  were  entitled  to  half  of  the  repre- 
sentation. There  was  certainly  no  pre- 
tence for  the  assertion  that  the  elected 
Guardians  were  habitually  overborne  by 
the  ex  officio  Guardians.  The  circum- 
stances of  the  case  made  it  impossible  ; 
because  tlie  elected  Guardians,  being 
always  resident  in  the  L^nion,  were 
available  at  all  times,  the  contrary  being 
the  case  with  the  ea  officio  Guardians. 
Those  gentlemen  having  occupations  at 
a  distance  were  rarely  all  available  at 
one  time.  On  such  occasions  as  the 
election  of  Chairman — or  to  resist  politi- 
cal questions  which  had  no  concern  with 
the  Poor  Law  administration — on  such 
occasions,  though  rarelj*,  the  ex  officio 
Guardians  might  be  able  to  assort  them- 
selves in  favour  of  something  like  order. 
In  four  Unions  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected the  elected  Guardians  had  re- 
cently displaced  ex  officio  oihcials  in 
favour  of  members  of  their  own  body. 
He  did  not  think  that  the  proposal 
in  the  Bill  to  reduce  the  proportion 
of  ex  officio  members  from  a-lialf  to 
one-third  could  be  reasonably  defended. 
A  change  on  which  the  noble  L'lrd 
(Lord  Carlingford)  had  spoken,  and 
about  which  he  thought  he  appeared 
to  be  a  little  uncertain,  was  the  matter 
of  the  abolition  of  tho  proxy.  Upon 
that  point,  if  the  noble  Lord  wished  fur 
further  information,  he  could  rofor  him 
to  the  speech  which  Mr.  Trevelyan  de- 
liverod  in  June,  1883,  and  ia  wliicii  ho 
would  find  himself  most  completely  re- 
futed in  almost  everything  he  had  said. 
There  was  no  real  abuse  in  this  matter  of 
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voting  by  proxy.  It  was  not  the  case  of 
a  standing  authority  handed  over  by  an 
absent  man  to  a  deputy.  The  proxy 
form  filled  up  was  an  elaborate  one, 
must  be  signed  in  the  presence  of  a 
witness,  and  could  only  be  used  on  one 
occasion.  A  further  clause  in  the  Bill 
reduced  the  qualification  for  the  Guar- 
dians in  many  cases.  This  was  really 
most  unwise.  The  policy  of  Parliament 
now  was  to  impose  upon  Boards  of 
Guardians  new  and  additional  duties, 
and  it  was  not  desirable  at  all  to  reduco 
their  status.  If  tbeir  status  was  re- 
duced, they  would  become  a  chorus 
to  be  worked  by  the  wire-pullers  as 
political  agents.  The  central  clauses  of 
the  Bill  were  elaborate  arrangements  for 
raising  disputes  as  to  elections  of  Guar- 
dians, and  for  deciding  di.'iputed  cases. 
The  Land  Act  had  created  disputes  in 
almost  every  parish  in  Ireland,  and  it 
was  unnecessary  to  introduce  these  fur- 
ther differences  of  opinion.  On  the  whole, 
he  would  say  that  the  Bill  was  not  re- 
quired for  the  betteradministrationof  tho 
Poor  Law.  It  was  brought  forward  for 
altogether  different  purjjoses,  and  he 
trusted  their  Lordships  would  reject  it. 
Therefore,  in  order  to  give  them  an  op- 
portunity of  doing  so,  he  would  move  its 
postponement  for  three  months. 

Amendment  movtd,  to  leave  out 
("now")  and  add  at  the  end  of  tho 
Motion  ("this  day  three  months.") — 
( The  Earl  of  Longford. ) 

LoBD  FITZGERALD  said,  there 
were  provisions  in  the  Bill  to  which  he 
also  entirely  objected.  He  particularly 
referred  to  the  clause  providing  for  a 
reduction  in  tho  proportion  of  the  ex 
officio  Guardians  to  the  elected  from 
one-half  to  one-third.  Whether  such  a 
change  might  be  wise  eventually  he  did 
not  presume  to  say  ;  but,  in  his  judg- 
ment, it  certainly  was  not  wise  at  the 
present  time.  If  tho  Bill  should  reach 
Committee,  and  if  the  noble  Earl  oppo- 
site (the  Earl  of  Longford)  moved  the 
rejection  of  that  clause,  he  promised  that 
he  would  support  him.  He  could  not 
support  the  proposal  to  abolish  proxy 
votiug.  It  would  lie  unfair,  and  to  do 
80  would  be  to  create  a  further  diver- 
gence between  the  law  of  England  and 
Ireland  to  which  he  objected.  One  of 
the  main  principles  of  the  Bill  was 
voting  by  ballot,  and  to  that  he  was 
favourable ;  but  Le   contended   that  it 
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■was  not  necessary  to  protect  tenants  from 
the  landlords  as  had  been  suggested. 
They  required  no  protection  in  that 
direction ;  but  he  did  think  they  re- 
quired protection  fi'onx  certain  other  ex- 
ternal influences,  and  he  therofora  ap- 
E roved  of  the  clause  providing  for  voting 
y  ballot.  The  Bill  contained  a  great 
deal  of  useful  matter,  sucli  as  the  pro- 
vision for  making  an  elected  Guardian  a 
Guardian  for  three  years,  and  for  try- 
ing all  questions  as  to  disputed  elections 
of  Guardians  before  a  County  Court 
Judge  without  a  jury.  He  thought 
that  a  cheap  and  very  Constitutional 
mode  of  settling  such  disputes.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  accept  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  seeing,  as 
he  had  said,  that  it  contained  a  great 
deal  of  veiy  useful  matter,  and  that  they 
could  then  go  into  Oouimittoe,  whore 
all  proper  Amendments  could  bo  made. 
It  would  then  be  for  the  House  of  Com- 
mons to  accept  them,  or  to  take  the  re- 
Bponsibility  of  rejecting  them. 

The  Marquess  op  W.VTERFORD 
said,  he  was  glad  to  find  that  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  opposite  (Lord  Fitz- 
gerald) agreed  that  the  greater  part  of 
the  Bill  was  most  objectionable.  The 
only  two  points  which  he  appeared  to 
approve  were  the  povisions  for  making 
the  election  of  a  Guardian  last  for  three 
years,  and  for  trying  election  petitions 
in  regard  to  Poor  Law  matters  before 
a  County  Court  Judge.  As  far  as  he 
(the  Marquess  of  Waterford)  himself 
■was  concerned,  there  was  only  one  thing 
in  the  measure  which  ho  believed  was 
good,  and  that  was  that  the  elections 
should  take  place  every  three  years. 
The  law,  both  of  Eogland  and  Ireland, 
had  worked  very  well,  and  ho  main- 
tained that  tho  new  machinery  was  en- 
tirely unnecessai-y.  But  the  Bill  bristled 
■with  various  other  proposed  changes  in 
the  law,  and  it  was  not  worth  Avhile 
reading  the  Bill  a  second  time,  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  passing  into  law  two 
Buch  provisions  as  those  of  which  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  approved.  Tlie 
Bill  was  entirely  different  from  any  other 
that  had  ever  been  proposed  in  tho 
House  of  Commons.  No  previous  Bill 
destroyed  tho  ex  ojicio  element.  Ho 
could  not  make  out  where  the  noble 
Lord  (Lord  Carlingford)  found  the 
agreement  of  which  he  spoke  us  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill.  Tic  (the  Mar- 
quess of  Waterford)  was  satisfied  that 
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the  Conservative,  and  he  believed  a 
great  portion  of  the  Liberal  Members 
in  the  House  of  Commons  were  entirely 
opposed  to  a  great  number  of  its  pro- 
visions, 

Loud  CARLINGFORD  (Lobd  Prksi- 
DENT  of  the  Council)  :  I  spoke  of  the 
principle  of  vote  by  ballot. 

The  Marquess  of  WATERFORD 
said,  the  Bill  would  take  away  from 
those  who  contributed,  to  a  large  ex- 
tout,  to  the  payment  of  rates  all  control 
over  the  disbursement  of  those  rates. 
In  Ireland  tho  landlord  paid  half  hia 
tenant's  poor  rates,  and  tho  -whole  of 
his  poor  rates  if  he  was  rated  under 
£4.  The  landlords  of  Ireland  thus  paid 
about  tive-eighths  of  the  whole  rates  of 
Ireland,  and  this  Bill  would  take  from 
them  thepoworwhichtheynow  possessed 
over  the  expenditure  of  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians. He  thought  their  Lordships  had 
every  right  to  reject  the  Bill.  He  was 
advising  them  to  do  so,  not  on  his  own 
authority,  but  on  the  authority  of  a 
Gentleman  who  ought  to  know  better 
than  anyone  else  at  this  moment  what 
should  be  done  in  Ireland.  Ho  meant 
the  authority  of  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland,  who  said  last  year  that  the  num- 
ber of  owners  to  occupiers  was  most  dis- 
proportionate, and  that  in  the  richest 
Unions  they  were  in  the  proportion  of 
seven  or  eight  to  one.  Yet  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  supported  such  a 
Bill  as  this,  which  would  still  further 
reduce  the  number  of  ex  ojfieio  Guar- 
dians. They  were  to  be,  accordinjf  to 
the  clause  in  tho  Bill,  not  one-third  of 
the  Board,  as  had  been  stated  by  the 
Lord  President,  but  one-third  of  the 
elected  Guardians,  which  was  one-fourth 
of  the  Board. 

Lord  CARLINGFORD  (Lord  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council)  :  No,  no. 

The  Marquess  of  WATERFORD 
said,  the  Bill  proposed  that  the  tx-officioi 
should  bo  one-third  of  the  elected  Giiar- 
dinfiR,  and  therefore  one-fourth  of  the 
whole.  It  was  a  very  easy  calculation. 
He  believed  that  in  Ireland  the  tx  officio 
Guardians  were  at  one  time  only  a 
third  ;  hut  that  the  proportion  was  raised 
to  a  half  in  1847  by  Loi-d  John  Russell, 
a  Liberal  Minister,  on  account  of  the 
jobbery  and  extravaganio  that  existed. 
Mr.  Trevelyan  had  entirely  changed  his 
tactics  since  last  year.  He  then  stated 
that,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that  the 
owners  paid  one-half  of  the  rates,    it 
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would  be  extremely  unjust  if,  practi- 
cally,, the  whole  electiou  was  handed 
over  to  the  occupiers.  He  (the  Mar- 
quess of  Waterfor":!':  could  not  make  out  ' 
the  influence  that  had  been  at  wurk 
since  then.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
entirely  forgot  that  if  the  Bill  passed  it 
would  have  the  effect  of  abolishing 
proxy  voting,  for  owners  who  had  pro- 
perty in  various  districts  and  Unions  in 
Ireland  could  not  be  travelling  about  for 
three  weeks,  as  would  probably  be  ne- 
oeesary  to  record  their  vote,  especially 
as  the  elections  might  in  many  cases 
take  place  on  the  same  day. 

Lord  CAKLTXGFOED  (Lord  Presi- 
DEST  of  the  Couscil)  said,  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  also  said  that  the 
present  system  of  proxy  voting  was  do- 
testable. 

The  Marquess  of  WATERFORD 
said,  he  would  admit  that  Mr.  Trevelynn 
did  say  that ;  but  he  did  not  show  why 
it  was  detestable.  That  he  should  have 
changed  his  opinion  on  the  subject  was 
perfectly  extraordinary.  The  whole  mea- 
sure showed  an  intention  to  oust  the 
owners  from  maniiging  the  money  which 
they  themselves  paid.  It  was  a  monstrous 
proposal  which  reduced  the  ex  officio 
Guardians  to  one-fourth  of  the  Board. 
Ho  must  say  that  it  was  an  extraordinary 
thing  that  his  noble  Friend  should  bring 
up  to  their  Lordships  a  Bill  that  was 
passed  through  the  Houso  of  Commons 
in  such  a  way  as  thia  Bill.  Last  year 
Mr.  Trevolyan  said  ho  was  in  favoui-  of 
continuing  the  ex  officio  (tuardians;  but 
this  year  the  clause  had  been  knocked 
out  in  Committee  in  the  House  of 
Commons  by  the  Government  them- 
selves, and  on  Report  Mr.  Trevelyan 
came  forward  and  re-inserted  it.  That 
change  spoke  volumes  for  the  jiressure 
that  could  be  brought  to  bear  on  the 
Government  and  on  Mr.  Trevelyan  by 
SO  Members  acting  together.  The  pro- 
visions of  the  Bill  would  entirely  revo- 
lutionize the  whole  system  of  the  Poor 
Law  in  Ireland.  Some  of  them  might 
not  be  as  vicious  as  others ;  but  there 
was  only  a  single  point  of  which  he  could 
approve.  If  the  law  in  Ireland  was  as- 
similated to  that  in  England,  and  the 
occupiers  paid  their  own  rates,  there 
might  be  no  such  objection  to  the  Bill  ; 
but  when  in  no  case  the  occupier  paid 
more  than  half  the  rates,  and  in  mauy 
instances  no  rates  at  all,  he  could  not 
ooaceive  how  so  iniquitous  a  Bill  could 


ever  have  been  brought  before  their 
Lordships'  House.  He  would  give  an 
instance  of  how  the  Boards  of  Gua^ians 
in  Ireland  carried  on  their  work.  Mr. 
Sexton,  speaking  two  years  ago  in  Ire- 
land, suggested  how  the  expenditure  of 
the  laudlords  might  be  increased  by 
making  them  pay  rates  for  the  families 
of  suspects  and  evicted  tenants  ;  and  ou 
looking  over  a  Return  of  the  Tralee 
Board  of  Guardians  he  found  that  that 
Board  allowed  £1  lot.  each  to  tlie  fami- 
lies of  suspects,  while  they  only  allowed 
from  1«.  6i/.  to  5*.  for  the  same  number 
of  a  family  of  other  distressed  persons. 
That  was  the  way  in  which  the  rates 
were  disbursed  by  elected  Guardians  in 
Ireland  ;  and,  of  course,  this  came  much 
heavier  upon  the  landlords.  He  had  a 
letter  that  morning  from  a  gentleman 
in  Ireland,  a  Catholic,  and  a  strong  Libe- 
ral, who  said  that  if  this  Bill  passed  he 
and  his  friends,  as  ex  offieios,  would  never 
go  into  the  Board  of  Guardians  again, 
because  tliey  would  onlj-  bo  laughed  at 
and  insulted.  The  Bill  would  give  a 
most  frightful  impetus  to  jobbery  of 
every  description.  Last  year  the  Car- 
rick-on-8uir  Guardians  had  to  be  dis- 
banded, and  paid  Guardians  were  sent 
down.  If  the  Bill  was  allowed  to  pass,  thia 
would  soon  have  to  be  the  case  in  almost 
every  instance  in  Ireland,  for  the  extra- 
vagance of  Boards  elected  as  these  would 
hi.'  could  hardly  be  desci-ibed.  He  tlioro- 
fore  trufctod  the  Bill  would  be  rejected. 
On  Question,  "That  ('now')  stand 
part  of  the  Motion  ?  "  Their  Lordships 
divided  :  —  Contents  4 1  ;  Not-Contenta 
1 10  :  Majority  69. 
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SHERIFF  COURTHOUSES  (SCOTLAND) 

AMENDMENT  BILL.— (No.  103.) 

{The    Earl    of    Dalhouiit.) 

SECOND    READUfO. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  '2\" 
— ( The  Earl  of  Dalhousie.) 

The  Earl  of  WEMYSS  said,  that 
his  noble  Friend  (Lord  Abinger),  who 
had  opposed  the  Bill  on  Tuesday,  had 
given  Notice  of  his  intention  to  renew 
tliat  opposition.  He  (the  Earl  of 
Wemyss)  would  venture  very  humbly 
to  suggest  to  him,  having  .supported  him 
on  the  previous  '  occasion,  whether  it 
might  not  be  desirable  for  him  to  with- 
draw his  opposition,  because,  from  in- 
formation he  had  got  from  Scotland,  he 
believed  that,  upon  the  whole,  the  ar- 
rangement which  had  been  come  to  was 
a  very  fair  one,  so  far  a.s  the  Treasury 
was  concerned.  This  Bill,  as  it  now 
stood,  would  give  advantages  to  Scot- 
tish counties  which  had  already  gone  to 
expense  in  the  erection  of  Court  Houses, 
the  cost  and  maintenance  of  which  up 
to  the  present  time  had  mainly  fallen  on 
tho  rates.  These  counties  were  at  pre- 
sent entirely  out  in  the  cold,  as  they  did 
not  come  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  of  1860.  As  regarded  the  security 
which  the  Treasury  hoped  to  obtain 
against  undue  expenditure,  ho  thought 
thiTO  WHS  nothing  unreasonable  in  that. 
Indeed,  looking  at  the  Bill  as  a  whole, 
ho  ventured  to  think  that  it  was  one 
in  tho  interests  of  the  Scottish  counties, 
and  that  it  should  pass  into  law. 

Lord  ABINQER  said,  that,  since  he 
put  the  Motion  for  the  rejection  of  the 
Bill  on  the  Notice  Prtpor,  he  had  been 
in  communication  with  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate and  several  noble  Lords  from  Scot- 
land on  both  sides  of  the  Houso ;  and, 
upon  the  whole,  ho  thought  the  general 
opinion  seemed  to  be  that  they  bad 
better  come  to  a  compromise,  rather 
than  fight  tho  measuri'.  He  thought 
some  points  of  the  rauasure  wore  very 
objectionable  ;  but,  after  all,  in  matters 
of  compromise,  they  could  not  expect  to 
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have  everything  their  own  way.  Some 
of  the  counties  would  benefit  by  it,  and 
others  would  suffer  by  it ;  but,  on  thk< 
whole,  he  thought  it  was  the  general 
feeling  of  the  Peers  from  Scotland  that 
the  Bill  should  pass. 

The  Eabl  of  ROSEBERY  said,  he 
wished  to  cell  their  Lordships'  attention 
to  the  fact  that  the  Bill  was  read  a  third 
time  in  the  other  House  four  days  after 
the  "  Massacre  of  the  Innocents."  The 
"  Massacre  of  the  Innocents  "  included, 
as  their  Lordships  knew,  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  Bill,  whilst  this  Bill,  which 
waa  one  of  much  less  advantago  to  Scot- 
land, was  allowed  to  proceed,  lie  con- 
fessed he  should  like  to  be  able  to  give 
his  friends  in  Scotland  some  explanation 
of  this. 

Tub  Eabl  of  KIMBERLEY  said,  it 
appeared  to  him  that  the  explanation 
was  extremely  simple.  This  waa  a  very 
small  and  unimportant  Bill,  while  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  Bill,  as  his  noble 
Friend  (the  Earl  of  Kosebery)  would 
himself  admit,  waa  one  of  groat  im- 
portance, and  in  a  different  category  al- 
together. 

LoKi)  BALFOUR  said,  he  was  glad 
Lis  noble  Friend  (Lord  Abinger)  had 
not  persisted  in  his  opposition  to  the 
Bill,  because  ho  thought,  on  the  whole, 
it  was  a  Bill  which  could  fairly  be  ac- 
cepted. The  point,  however,  he  wished 
to  rei)re8ent  to  the  House  waa  this — he 
thought  the  Scottish  counties  were  not 
fairly  treated  in  the  way  in  which  this 
Bill  was  introduced.  The  Members  of 
the  Government  knew  perfectly  well  that 
the  principal  meetings  of  the  Scottish 
counties — of  Commissi  oners  of  Supply, 
and  such  meetings — wero  held  towards 
llie  end  of  April  and  the  beginning  of 
May.  The  Government  must  by  that 
time  have  made  up  their  minds  to  intro- 
duce this  Bill,  because  it  waa  introduced 
very  soon  afterwards  in  the  other  House. 
In  B  matter  of  this  kind,  bo  clonely 
alTecting  the  administration  of  counties 
and  the  laying  on  of  assessments,  it  was 
Burely  only  natural  that  the  Commis- 
Bioners  of  Supj)ly  should  have  been 
given  an  opportunity  of  expressing  their 
opinion  on  the  matter;  but  by  the  course 
which  the  Government  took  in  intro- 
duciag  the  Bill  towards  the  end  of  May, 
it  waa  very  likely  to  slip  through  with- 
out any  notice  being  attracted  to  it.  It 
waa  road  a  second  time  in  the  other 
}iou8e  very  soon  afteritsintroduttion,  and 


slipped  quickly  through  several  stngos, 
and,  being  a  Money  Bill,  no  Amendment 
could  have  been  put  into  it  in  this  House. 
Therefore  he  must  say  he  thought  the 
time  chosen  by  the  Government  for 
introducing  the  Bill  was  a  most  unfor- 
tunate one.  He  had  only  this  further 
to  say — that  if  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
Bill  had  passed,  they  might  have  been 
insured  against  such  procedure  on  the 
part  of  tho  Treasury  in  future.  Ho 
thought  the  only  cure  against  their 
being  treated  in  this  way  in  Scotland 
was  to  have  a  responsible  Department 
to  look  after  the  a£Pairs  of  that  country ; 
and,  for  his  own  part,  he  sincerely 
trusted  that  Bills  of  this  kind,  so  much, 
affecting  the  administration  of  counties 
as  this  did,  would  be  introduced  at  an 
earlier  period  of  the  Session,  and  before 
the  principal  meetings  of  those  having 
charge  of  the  administration  of  the 
counties. 

Motion  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  2'  accord- 
ingly, and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  To-morrou). 

Home  adjourned  at  a  quarter  post 

Six  o  clock,  tUrTo-morrow,  a 

quarter  poat  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
ThuTfday,  24th  Jul;/,  1884. 
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(No.  2)  •[261]. 

Committee  —  Superannuation  (!■•<>] —  B.P. ; 
Public  Works  Loans  [299]— n. p. 

Committee — Rejiort—Piei  and  Harbour  Provi- 
sioniU  Orders  {re-eomm.)  •  [239]. 

Committee — Report —  Third  Reading — Prisons  • 
[283] ;  Teachers'  Uesidences  (Ireland;  •  [288], 
and  patted. 
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CoMi'drreii  nn  amenied — Thiid  RfaiiiNp—'M.a- 
nicipnl  Elections  (Corrupt  and  IUcg:al  Prac- 
tices) [252 J,  nnd  pnited. 

Third  lUadiHif—JniUan  Marino*  [301],  and 
patted, 

Jf'rtArfrniPw— Marriages  Legtliaation  •  [237]. 


Q  UESTIONS. 

POORLAW.(mELAND)-Dn.CALAGHAN, 
MEDICAL  ATTENDANT,  NEXAOH 

UNION  DISPENSARY. 
Mil.  LEAHY  askod  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
What  action  the  Local  Government 
Board  have  taken  upon  a  request  made 
to  them  by  Mr.  John  M'Oormnck,  car- 
penter, of  Nenag'h,  county  Tipperary,  to 
the  olTeft  that  Dr.  Calaghau,  the  medi- 
cal attendant  of  the  Nenagh  Dispensary 
District  of  the  Nenagh  Union,  having 
been  served  with  a  red  ticket  on  Friday 
the  2Pth  May  last,  which  made  it  his 
duty  to  visit  immediately  Alice  M'Cor- 
mack,  the  daughter  of  tiio  complainant, 
a  girl  who  wns  lying  at  that  time  dan- 
gerously ill,  the  said  Dr.  Calughan  al- 
lowed four  days  to  elapse,  and  did  not 
visit  the  girl  until  Monday  the  2ud  of 
June  ? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN:  In  this  caso  the 
Ijocal  Govemment  Board  called  upon 
the  dispensary  doctor  for  an  explana- 
tion ;  and  it  appears  that,  though  he 
admits  the  red  ticket  may  have  been  left 
with  him,  he  can  find  no  trace  of  it. 
Theri'  was  no  neglect  or  forgetfulness 
on  his  part.  He  passed  the  bouse  of  the 
sick  child's  parents  twice  on  the  day  on. 
which  the  titkot  i.s  believed  to  have  been 
left  with  him,  and  could  have  called 
without  any  inconvenience  to  himself, 
if  aware  that  he  was  wanted.  The  doctor 
had  previously  to  this  occurrence,  and 
also  after  it,  prescribed  for  the  child, 
who  is  now  quite  well. 

BOYAL  IRLSH   CONSTABULARY  — THE 
LICENSED  TRADES  OF  KILLE- 
8HANDRA. 

Mr.  BIGG-VK  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
If  he  has  received  a  memorial  from  the 
licensed  trades  of  Killeshandra,  com- 
plaining of  the  constabulary  bringing 
quite  a  number  of  charges  before  the 
Petty  Sessions  Court  which  Mr.  T.  1). 
Gibson,  G.M.  decided  were  unsupported 
by  evidence;  ond,   if  so,    will  he  say 


whether  he  proposes  to  take  any,  and,  if 
60,  what  action  in  the  matter? 

Mb.  TREVELYAN:  Sir,  several 
complaints  have  been  made,  and  are 
being  inquired  into.  The  matter  is  one 
which  requires  and  shall  receive  full 
investigation. 

SALE  OF  INTOXIC.VTTNO  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY  (WALES)  ACT— OPER.iTION 
OF  THE  ACT. 

Mr.  WARTON  askod  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
Whether  it  is  a  fact,  as  reported  in  the 
last  number  of  Truth,  that  the  Mayor  of 
Wre.xham  has  stated  that  drunkenness 
had  treblo  J  since  the  Sunday  Closing  Act 
(Wales)  came  in  force ;  and,  whether 
a  Police  Inspector  there  stated  that,  on 
the  previous  Sunday,  nearly  half  the 
people  were  drunk  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  H.\RC0URT  :  I  have 
received  two  letters  on  this  subject — 
one  from  the  Mayor,  who  says  he  ex- 
pressed a  personal  opinion  much  to  the 
effect  stated  in  the  Quettion  ;  the  other 
from  one  of  the  Justices  to  say  that  tho 
other  Justices  present  did  not  concur ; 
and  they  seem  to  think  that  the  Mayor's 
views  were  not  unnaturally  inQuenced 
by  his  own  professional  pursuits. 

INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOLS  (IREIAND). 

CoLosEL  COLTHURST  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  refusal  of  tho  County 
Tipperary  Graiid  Jury  of  the  South 
Riding  nt  the  recent  assizes  to  grant 
any  contributions  towards  the  mainte- 
nance of  children  in  industrial  schools  ? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN :  The  secretary  to 
the  Grand  Jury  informs  me  that  no 
application  was  made  for  a  presentment 
under  the  Act ;  but  that  a  gentleman 
asked  tho  Grand  Jury  to  give  some 
assurance  that  money  would  be  granted 
at  a  future  Assizes  to  a  school  which  is 
not  j'ot  in  existence.  The  reply  was 
that  tho  Grand  Jury  could  not  pledge  any 
future  Grand  Juries,  and  the  foreman 
declined  to  pledge  himself  personally. 

POOR  L^VW  (IRELAND)-ELECTION  OF 
GUARDIANS,  CARMEEN  DIVISION, 
COOTEUILL  UNION— THE  INQUIRY. 

Mr.  HEALY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tai-y  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
If  it  has  come  under  his  notice  that,  at 
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the  aworn  inquiry  in  Cootehill  Work- 
liou«e  on  tho  8th  instant,  relative  to  the 
validity  of  the  late  election  for  Carmeeu 
Division,  Mr.  Armstrong,  Local  Gfovern- 
lueiit  Board  Inspector,  furmally  ruled 
that  tlio  solicitor  for  Mr.  Owen  McCabe, 
defeated  candidato,  had  no  right  to  an 
inspection  of  tho  claims  under  Form  A  1 
to  the  votes  given  to  which  he  objected  ; 
will  any  steps  be  taken  to  remedy  the 
injury  done  to  the  case  of  Mr.  McCabe 
by  their  non-production  ;  is  it  tho  fact 
that,  lit  tho  same  inquiry,  it  transjMred 
that  Vaiighan  Montgomery,  Esq.  J. P., 
Crilly,  Aughnacluy,  county  TjTone, 
lodged  a  claim  to  vote  ns  lessor  of  Pat- 
rick McCabe,  Mountain  Lodge,  ou  a 
valuation  of  £19  10«.,  and  that,  by  the 
sworn  evidence  of  Mr.  P.  McCabe,  his 
lease,  and  rent  receipts,  it  was  proved 
that  Mr.  Montgomery  had  no  interest, 
directly  or  indirectly,  in  this  holding ; 
and,  will  he  ask  this  magistrate  for  an 
explanation  of  the  filing  of  this  claim. 

Mh.  TREVELYAN  :  The  Local  Go- 
verument  Board  consider  that  their  In- 
»peotor  was  wrong  in  refusing  to  permit 
an  inspection  of  the  claims  referred  to. 
They  have  so  infonned  the  Inspector ; 
and  they  have  told  Mr.  M'Cabe  that,  if 
he  desires  it,  tho  inquiry  shall  bo  re- 
opened to  afford  him  an  opportunity  of 
inspecting  them.  Mr.  Montgomer3'  has 
been  written  to  on  the  subject  of  his 
claim ;  but  his  explanation  has  not  yet 
been  received.  On  such  an  inquiry  I 
presume  that  it  will  be  competent  for 
anyone  to  proc^oed,  and  make  of  Mr. 
Montgomery  any  inquiries  desired. 

Mr.  HEALY  :  There  are  two  points 
iu  the  Question — the  first  that  of  forgery, 
which  is  one  for  the  Government ;  and 
I  presume  there  is  a  quos-tion  for  the 
Ijord  Chancellor  as  to  whether  he  will 
supersede  Mr.  Montgomery. 

Mb.  TREVELYAN  said,  that  he  be- 
lieved if  an  offence  was  proved  the  party 
would  be  open  for  prosecution  and  a 
fine  of  £10. 

r(.>OR    LAW  (IRELAXD)— ELECTIOX  OF 
GUARDIANS-EDENDERllY  UNION, 
KING'S  COUNTY. 
Mr.  AKTIIUR  O'OONNOE  asked  tho 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Whether  the  attention  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  has  been  called 
to  the  fact  that,  at  tho  Poor  Law  elec- 
tion held  in  March  for  Edeuderry  Di^^- 
aion,   Edoadorry  Union,  King's  County, 


Lord  Arthur  Ilill  was  allowed  to  record 
six  votes,  although  the  name  of  Lord 
A.  Hill  does  not  appear  on  the  rate  book, 
or  in  any  of  the  legal  documents  used  in 
the  Land  Commission  Court  in  the  pro- 
ceedings with  the  tenants  living  on  that 
part  of  tho  estate  out  of  which  Lord  A. 
nm  claims  to  vote  j  whether  the  clerk 
of  the  Union,  who  acted  as  returning 
officer,  allowed  the  Trustees  of  the  Mar- 
quess of  Downshiro  to  record  ten  votes 
more  than  they  were  entitled  to ;  whe- 
ther the  clerk  compelled  the  rate  collec- 
tor to  give  a  receipt  to  a  son  of  one  of 
the  candidates,  who  was  then  allowed 
to  vote  out  of  a  portion  of  his  father's 
land,  not  being  an  occupier,  and  still 
living  in  his  father's  house,  and  having 
no  more  claim  than  the  other  children  ; 
whether  the  votes  of  several  tenants 
were  disallowed  on  the  ground  that  they 
owed  seed  rate,  although  nil  the  seed 
rate  due  to  the  Union  was,  long  before 
tho  election,  wiped  out  by  a  Resolution 
of  tho  Board  of  Guardians;  whether  the 
Local  Government  Board  have  arrived 
at  any  decision  yet  after  four  mouths' 
consideration ;  and,  whether  they  will 
grant  a  sworn  invejstigation,  or  allow 
the  same  person  to  act  as  returning 
officer  at  future  elections  ? 

Mk.  TREVELY'AN:  lam  informed 
that  the  proxy  of  Lord  Arthur  Hill  was 
allowed  votes  on  a  statement  of  claim 
iu  respeot  of  rent  from  property  of  which 
he  is  owner  in  fee.  It  is  not  necessary 
that  he  should  be  rated.  The  tenants 
and  occupiers  are  tho  persons  rated  in 
such  cases.  On  tho  1 2th  of  last  month 
I  informed  the  hon.  Member,  iu  reply 
to  a  former  Question,  of  the  facts  as  to 
the  excess  votes  allowed  to  Lord  Down- 
shire's  trustees.  The  allegation  in  the 
third  paragraph  of  the  Question  is  boing 
inquired  into.  The  votes  of  several  per- 
sons were  properly  disallowed,  on  the 
ground  that  they  owed  seed  rate.  The 
Boai-d  of  Guardians  have  no  power  to 
wipe  out  seed  rate  legally  due.  Tho 
Local  Government  Board  have  oome  to 
a  decision  on  the  matter  complained  of 
in  respect  of  thi.-s  election,  and  have  set 
aside  the  election  of  one  of  the  Guar- 
dians returned.  They  have  fully  in- 
structed the  Returning  Officer  as  to  tho 
several  points  raised,  and  they  see  no 
sufficient  ground  to  supersede  him  in 
his  office. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  asked 
whether  those  persons  who  had  not  paid 
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the  seod  rate  would  be  permanently  dis- 
franchised while  the  seed  rate  was  not 
paid? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN,  in  reply,  said, 
he  believed  that  the  non- payment  of  the 
seed  rate,  like  the  non-payment  of  any 
other  poor  rate,  waa  permanent  in  its 
effect  so  lonp  as  the  rate  was  not  paid. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR:  The 
Guardians  having  wiped  out  the  seed 
rate,  will  they  be  disfranchised  for  a  sura 
which  is  no  longer  demanded  from  them  '? 

The  SOLTOrrOR  GENERAL  for 
IRPXAND  (Mr.  Walker),  in  reply, 
said,  that  the  same  effects  applied  to 
this  rate  as  any  ordinary  poor  rate.  It 
was  really  a  portion  of  the  poor  rate. 

POST  OFFICE   (IRELAND)-THE  GENE- 
RAL POST  OFFICE,  DUBLIN  —THE 
STAFF  OF  THE  SECRETAHY'S 
OFFICE. 
Colonel    KING- HARMAN    asked 
the  Postmaster  General,  If  a  revision 
and  additions  to  the  staff  of  the  Dublin 
Secretary's  Office  of  the  General  Post 
Office  was  promised  in  Febniary  last, 
and  which  revision  and  additional  staff 
was    rendered     imperatively    necessary 
owing  to  the  large  increase  in  the  corre- 
Bpondenco  arising  out  of  telegraph  and 
parcels  post  business,  and,  if  so,  why  it 
has  not  been  carried  out ;  if  it  is  the  fact 
that  the  corresponding  oflico  in  Edin- 
burgh, though  performing  fully  a  third 
less  work  than  the  Irish   Department, 
has  been  revised  and  additions  made  to 
its  staff ;  and,  if  he  will  state  what  has 
been  the  cost  of  the  hands  temporarily 
employed    in    the    Dublin    Secretary's 
Office  to  meet  the  pressure  arising  out 
of  the  increased  duties  there  ? 

Mr.  FAWCETT  :  In  reply  to  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member,  I  have  to  say  that 
there  is  no  intention  to  revise  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Dublin  Secretary's 
Office,  and  there  has  been  no  promise  to 
do  so  ;  but  it  is  possible  that  some  slight 
addition  may  be  made  to  the  existing 
numbers.  The  cost  of  two  officers  tem- 
porarily lent  from  London  is  Xhn.  u-day 
each  ;  but  these  gentlemen  will  shortly 
return  to  their  ordinary  duties.  Four 
additional  lower  division  clerks  at  Edin- 
burgh have  been  authorized. 

RISH   LAND   COiniLSSION    (SUB-COM- 
MISSIONERS)-MR.  JOHN  M.  WEIR. 
OoLONTiL  KING-HARMAN  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 

Mr,  Arthur  O'Connor 


of  Ireland,  If  he  will  state  the  grounds 
upon  which  Mr.  John  M.  Weir,  who  is 
a  ahopkeeper  at  Cookstown,  and  is  be- 
lieved to  have  no  practical  knowledge  of 
land  or  farming,  is  to  bo  reappointed  a 
Sub-Commissioner  under  the  Laud  Act  ? 
Mr.  HEALY:  Mr.  Speaker,  I  wish 
to  ask  you,  on  a  point  of  Order,  whether 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  is  in  Order 
in  putting  a  Question  of  this  .sort,  which 
contains  matter  of  a  contentiouscharacter, 
inasmuch  as  it  states  that  Mr.  Weir  "is 
believed  to  have  no  practical  knowledge 
of  land  or  farming."  As  the  belief  is 
one  which  is  only  in  the  mind  of  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman,  I  wish  to 
know  whether  a  Notice  of  that  kind 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  appear  on  the 
Paper  ? 

Mu.  SPEAKER:  I  think  the  Ques- 
tion, as  it  stands,  is  not  out  of  Order,  as 
it  inquires  whether  a  gentleman  in  a 
certain  office  is  or  is  not  unfit  to  be  re- 
appointed ? 

Mu.  HEALY:  Then,  before  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  answers  the  Question, 
I  would  like  to  ask  whether  he  will  be 
prepared  to  state  the  grounds  on  which 
all  ilie  other  Sub-Commissioners,  to 
whom  I  and  my  hon.  Friends  objected, 
were  reappointed  ? 

Mb.  TRKVELYAN:  I  should  be  ex- 
ceedingly unwilling  to  promise  that. 
As  to  tlie  Question  on  the  Paper,  I  can 
only  say  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  after 
con.sultation  with  the  Land  Commis- 
sioners, mado  such  selections  for  reap- 
pointment as  it  was  thought  would  be 
most  icjnducive  to  the  Publif  Service, 
and  Mr.  Weir  would  not  have  been 
selectud  if  his  work  had  shown  that  he 
had  no  practical  knowledge  of  land  or 
farming. 

SALMON  FISHERIES  PROTECTION. 

Mr.  SEXTON  asked  the  Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty,  If  vessels  of  the  Royal 
Navy  are  used  for  the  protection  of  sal- 
mon tisherios  anywhere  on  the  coast  of 
Great  Britain ;  whether  applications 
made  to  the  Admiralty  for  vessels  of  the 
Riiyal  Navy  to  protect  salmon  fisheries 
in  Lough  Foyle,  iu  the  River  Lee, 
county  Cork,  in  the  Youghal  River, 
county  Cork,  and  in  other  places  in  Ire- 
land, wore  uniformly  refused,  on  the 
gi-ound  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Con- 
servators and  otlier  persons  interested 
in  the  salmon  fisheries  to  afford  the 
necesaary  protection ;    whether  it   wn<» 
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agreed  between  the  Admirnlty  and  the 
Irish  InRpectcjra  of  Fisheries  that  no 
vesEfl  of  the  Eoynl  Navy  should  be  used 
for  such  a  purpose  unless  in  case  when 
the  inspectors  apprehended  a  breach  of 
the  peace ;  wht'lhor,  in  the  absence  of 
any  statement  of  such  an  apprehension, 
and  without  any  reference  to  the  In- 
spectors of  Fisheries,  the  Admiralty 
have  quartered  a  gunboat  on  the  coast 
of  Sligo  and  Donegal,  in  the  Ballyshan- 
non  Fishery  District;  why  this  course 
has  been  adopted  ;  whetlier  the  gunboat 
■will  bo  withdrawn,  and  the  j)rotection  of 
the  fisheries  be  left,  as  in  overy  other 
case  throughout  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
lond,  to  the  Conservators  and  other  per- 
sons interested  ;  and,  whether  a  Copy  of 
Correspondence  between  the  Admiralty 
and  otber  Departments  of  the  Public 
Service,  as  to  the  employment  of  vessels 
of  the  Koyal  Navy  in  protecting  salmon 
fisheries,  will  be  laid  upon  the  Table  ? 

Mu.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNERMAN : 
Before  I  reply  to  the  series  of  Questions 
addressed  to  me  by  the  hon.  Member, 
I  would  beg  to  refer  him  to  the  answer 
given  on  the  30th  of  June  last  to  a  Ques- 
tion put  to  nie  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Monaghan  (Mr.  Heuly),  which  covered 
the  whole  ground,  with  the  exception  of 
the  individual  case  in  Donegal  Bay. 
Vessels  of  the  Koyal  Navy  have  been 
formerly  used  for  the  protection  of  the 
salmon  fisheries  in  Great  Britain  ;  but 
it  may  be  understood  generolly  that  they 
are  no  longer  so  employed.  The  onswer 
to  both  parts  of  the  second  paragraph 
of  tlio  Question  is  in  the  affirmative. 
No  definite  arrangement  such  as  is  indi- 
cated in  the  third  paragraph  of  the 
Question  has  been  come  to  ;  but  the  sub- 
ject is  still  under  consideration.  With 
regard  to  paragraphs  •!,  o,  and  G  of  the 
Question,  it  is  the  case  that  ou  a  re<juisi- 
tiou  to  the  Lord  Lieuleuaut  a  Coastguard 
cruiaer  was  ordered  into  I.'onugul  Bay, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  a  large  number 
of  Constguardsmen  were  withdrawn  for  a 
few  weeks  for  the  purpose  of  undergoing 
their  annual  drill  in  the  Reserve  Squad- 
ron. That  vessel  will  no  longer  be  re- 
quired when  the  men  return.  The 
general  policy  of  the  Uovernment  has 
been  to  leave  the  duty  of  protoctiog 
all  the  fisheries,  except  the  sea  fisheries, 
to  the  Conservators  of  the  respective  dis- 
tricts. I  stated  on  the  previous  occasion 
to  which  1  have  referred  that  the  Corro- 
BUoudence  ou  the  subject  cannot  well  be 


produced,  it  being  of  a  confidential  cha- 
racter between  the  two  Departments. 

FISHERY    LAW.S    (IREL.VND)  —  CLERK 

AND  IXSl'ECTOR  ()F  SALMON  FISU- 

ERIE.S,  BALLY.SHANNON. 

Mb.  sexton  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
If  it  is  a  fact  that  the  salaried  Clerk 
and  Inspector  of  Salmon  Fisheries  for 
the  district  of  Bally  shannon,  county 
Donegal,  is  also  the  lessee  of  a  salmon 
fishery  in  that  district;  whether,  as  such 
Clerk  and  Inspector,  he  is  the  legal 
agent  of  the  Board  of  Conservators  of 
the  Disti'ict,  and  charged  with  the  duty 
of  prosecuting  for  breaches  of  the 
Fishery  Laws,  and  in  the  event  of  any 
breach  of  the  Fishery  Laws  by  himself, 
as  lessee  of  a  salmon  fishery  in  the  dis- 
trict, or  hy  his  employ^,  his  dut)'  as 
Clerk  and  Inspector  would  be  to  prose- 
cute himself  ;  whether  the  Irish  Inspec- 
toi-s  of  Fisheries  have  remonstrated 
against  the  existence  of  this  state  of 
facts;  and,  whether  it  will  be  permitted 
to  continue  ? 

Mr.  TREVELTAN:  The  Inspectors 
of  Fisheries  report  that  they  have  been 
informed  that  the  fact  is  as  stated  in  the 
first  paragraph  of  the  Question ;  and,  that 
being  so,  the  possibility  of  such  an 
anomalous  state  of  all'aira  as  is  suggested 
in  the  second  paragraph  would  appear 
to  arise.  The  law  gives  the  Inspectors 
of  Fisheries  no  control  over  the  action 
of  the  Board  of  Conservators  in  this  mat- 
ter. It  is  possible,  however,  that ,  never- 
theless, a  remonstrance  ou  the  part  of 
the  Inspectors  might  have  some  etfect, 
and  I  shall  ask  them  to  communicate 
with  the  Conservators  with  regard  to 
this  offieo. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH— VACOINATION. 

Mr.  HOPWOOD  asked  the  Secretary 
to  the  Local  Government  Board,  Whe- 
ther the  Department  has  revised  and 
saTictioned  tht<  issue  of  a  pamphlet  called 
"  Facts  Concerning  Vaccination  ;  "  whe- 
ther the  following  statements,  among 
others,  appear : — 

"No  risks  of  injurious  effects  from  it  need 
be  (enred  ;  "  '•  The  foar  thut  a  foul  diaeaso  may 
be  impluntcd  ia  on  unfouadod  ono ;  " 

whether  the  Department  has  been  in- 
formed by  the  Committee  of  medical 
experts  appointed  to  report  on  Dr.  Cory's 
case  that  it  ia  possible  for  syphilis  to  bQ 
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commimioatpd  in  vaccination  from  a 
Byphililic  person — 

"  Notwilhatanding  that  the  operation  bo  per- 
formed with  the  utmost  care  to  avoid  the  ad- 
mixture with  blood ;  " 

and,  whether  such  8tatem.ent3  will]  be 
allowed  to  be  made  under  the  authority 
of  the  Board  ? 

Mb.  GEORGE  RUSSELL:  The  Na- 
tional Health  Society  have  published  a 
pamphlet  under  this  title.  It  was  re- 
vised by  the  medical  officer  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  the  Board  have 
stated  that  it  might  bo  used  with  advan- 
tage in  house-to-house  visitation.  The 
quotations  given  in  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member's  Question  are  taken  apart  from 
the  context.   The  pamphlet  points  out — 

"That  with  duo  cjiro  in  the  performance  of 
the  operation  no  risk  of  any  injurious  effects 
from  it  need  bo  feared," 

aud  that  such  mischief  as  the  communi- 
cation of  a  foul  disease  by  vaccination — 

"  Could  only  happen  through  the  most  gross 
and  culpable  careiossness  on  the  part  of  the 
vaccinator." 

These  statements  are  in  no  way  incon- 
sistent with  the  Report  of  the  medical 
experts  respecting  Dr.  Cory's  case.  The 
Committee  reported  e-xpressly  that — 

"Tho  infants  from  whom  Dr.  Cory  took 
lymph  for  his  oxperimcnta  on  his  own  arm  were 
in  such  a  condition  of  obvioiLs  syphilitic  disease 
as  would  certainly  have  precluded  their  use  as 
vaccinifers  by  even  an  inconsiderate  and  reck- 
less vaccinator.  Indeed,  tlipy  were  selected  by 
Dr.  Cory  for  his  sclf-vacciniition  because  they 
were  unquestionable  syphilitic  cases.  It  is  a 
rule  of  practice  in  tho  profession  not  to  use  in 
vaccination  Ij-mph  taksn  from  a  child  in  whom 
there  is  any  suspicion  whatever  of  syphilitic 
taint,  or,  indeed,  in  whom  there  is  any  skin 
disease  although  of  a  character  known  to  be 
harmless ;  and  tho  observance  of  this  profes- 
siuual  rule  is  strictly  enjoined  by  tho  Local  fJo- 
vumment  Board  in  its  instructions  to  public 
vaccinators  throughout  the  country.' ' 

The  Board  see  no  reason  to  alter  their 
views  wilh  regard  to  the  pamphlet  in 
question. 

PALACE   OF   WESTMINSTEU-WnEST- 
MINSTER  HALL  (WEST  FRONT). 

Sitt  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  asked  the 
First  Commissioner  of  Works,  Whe- 
ther, since  the  Report  on  Westminster 
Hall  (just  presented)  shows  Ihat,  from 
the  time  it  was  built,  and  "  divers 
lodgings"  were  attaclied  on  the  west 
side,  till  tho  Law  Courts  were  demolished 
the  other  day,  the  space  on  the  west  side 
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of  the  Hall  always  has  been  occupied  by 
useful  buildings,  he  will  fully  consider 
the  growing  wants  of  Parliament,  and 
provide  for  them  ? 

Mn.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  :  Sir  Charles 
Barry  intended  to  erect  an  additional 
wing  to  this  building,  running  from  St. 
Stephen's  porch  and  meeting  another 
wing  from  the  Clock  Towor.  This  e.x- 
tension,  however,  was  abandoned  soma 
years  ago,  and  I  can  hold  out  no  pros- 
pect of  the  proposal  being  revived. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL:  I  beg 
to  give  Notice  that,  considering  the 
strong  opinion  expressed  by  the  Prime 
Minister  in  regard  to  the  delegation  of 
tho  duties  of  this  House,  I  shall  take  an 
earh'  opportunity  of  asking  him,  whe- 
ther he  will  use  his  influence  with  the 
First  Commissioner  of  Works  not  to 
make  such  delegation  physically  im- 
possible by  devoting  the  only  available 
space  to  a  piece  of  sham  ancient  archi- 
tecture ? 

Mb.  DICK-PEDDIE  asked,  whether 
there  was  to  be  a  Supplementary  Esti- 
mate proposed  this  Session  for  the  build- 
ings in  Westminster  Hall  ? 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVRE:  Yes. 

LAW  AND  POLICE  (JIETROPOLIS)— THE 
REFORM   DEMONSTRATION. 

Mr.  DLXON-HARTLAND  asked  the 
.Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment, By  whose  authority  Members 
of  Parliament  were  prevented  by  the 
police  from  passing  through  the  Strand 
on  Monday  afternoon  on  their  way  to 
this  House  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOUET :  I  have 
received  tho  following  answer  from  tho 
Chief  Commissioner  of  Police : — 

"  The  orders  given  to  tho  police  were  that 
they  were  to  afford  every  facility  in  their  power 
to  Members  of  Purli:iment ;  and,  if  any  mistake 
was  made,  it  wad  not  from  want  of  instruction. 
I  do  not  understand  how  a  Member  was  stopped 
in  the  Stmnd,  unless  by  the  procesnon  itself, 
and,  if  particulars  are  given,  I  will  mqaii« 
into  the  cause." 

Mr.  DEXON-HARTLAND  :  I  wish 
to  ask,  whether  the  police  had  any 
orders  to  draw  a  cordon  across  West- 
minster Bridge  and  refuse  everyone 
passage,  stating  that.  Members  or  no 
Members,  no  one  was  allowed  to  pass. 
I  was  stopped  myself  in  the  same  way, 
and  I  should  like  to  ask  what  steps  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  take  if  that 
were  done  contrary  to  his  orders  ? 
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Sm  WILLIAM  HARCOUET:  I  will 
take  no  tsteps  at  nil.  My  orders  were 
these.  I  was  very  anxious  that  Mem- 
bers should  not  bo  interrupted,  and 
■wbc«n  I  originally  saw  the  jilans  of  the 
police,  I  found  there  hni  been  no  pro- 
vision made  for  keeping  open  the  main 
access  to  the  Houses  of  Pai-liament.  I 
directed,  therefore,  that  a  clear  road 
should  be  kept  from  Oharing  Cross  down 
to  the  Houses  of  Pai-liament,  and  that 
■was  done,  os  everyone  knows,  most  effi- 
ciently. Of  course,  I  could  not  go  ull 
over  London  looking  where  Members  of 
Parliament  might  ho.  I  could  not  in- 
struct the  polii-o  to  do  that.  The  general 
instructions  were  to  give  every  facility 
they  could.  I  also  considered  whether 
it  was  possible,  so  as  not  to  interfere 
more  than  was  necessary  with  the  trufBc, 
to  break  at  intervals  the  procession,  in 
order  to  allow  the  (raffle  to  go  through  ; 
but,  on  consideration  with  tho  police,  it 
was  seen  that  such  a  course  would  lead 
to  great  confusion — that  the  procession 
would  fall  into  confusion,  and  that  it 
woulil  lead  to  that  interruption  which  it 
WHS  most  desirable  to  avoid.  Thereforu', 
we  determined  that  could  not  be  done. 
In  these  circumstances,  of  course,  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  personal  inconvenience 
was  iunvitaldu.  That  always  happens 
and  must  happen,  whenever  there  is 
a  crowd — whether  there  is  a  Volunteer 
Heview,  whether  there  is  a  procession, 
an  entrance  of  Garibaldi  into  London,  a 
triumphal  return  from  Berlin,  or  any- 
thing of  that  kind.  There  is  always  a 
certain  amount  of  inconvenience  causi'd 
by  a  crowd  in  London.  The  only  thing 
the  police  can  do  is  to  minimize  the  in- 
eonvenionce  as  much  as  possible  ;  and  I 
think  the  general  opinion  of  London, 
and  England,  and  of  Europe  is  that  the 
police  did  thoir  duty  admirably  ou  this 
occasion,  and  that  the  public  sulfored  as 
little  inconvenience  as  possiblu. 

Mr.  WAKTON  asked  the  Postmaster 
General,  Whether  he  is  aware  that  a 
Post  Office  van  was  delayed  for  two 
hours,  standing  in  front  of  the  Army 
and  Navy  Club,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
so-called  "  Demonstratidn  "  of  last  Mon- 
day ;  and,  whether,  should  any  similar 
"Demonstrations"  be  announced,  he 
will  take  such  steps  as  he  can  to  insure 
the  free  passage  of  vans  and  carta  in 
Post  Office  emplov  ? 

Mr.  FAWCETT  :  I  find  that  a  Post 
Office  van,  and  also  a  mail  cart,  were 


detained  on  the  spot  roforred  fo  for 
about  two  hours  last  Monday  afternoon, 
and  a  communication  has  been  addressed 
to  the  Commissioner  of  Police  upon  the 
subject.  Generally  speaking,  I  am 
informed  that  the  police  exerted  them- 
selves to  prevent  delay  to  the  mail 
vehicles. 

Subsequent!  J', 

ViscorNT  FOLKESTONE  said,  he 
wished  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  a  Question  of  which  he  had  been 
unable  to  give  him  Notice  —  namely, 
Whether  it  was  true,  as  stated  in  a  letter 
to  77n  Time',  that  three  Yeomanry  bands 
in  unifonu  took  part  in  the  Reform  De- 
monstration on  Monday ;  whether  that 
act  was  not  an  infraction  of  the  Oueon'a 
Regulations;  and,  whether  the  authori- 
ties intended  to  take  any  notice  of  such 
infraction,  and  to  take  steps  to  prevent 
such  conduct  in  the  future  ? 

The  Mabqpess  of  HARTINGTON  : 
I  cannot  answer  that  Question  without 
Notice.  It  is  extremely  improbable  that 
any  such  thing  occurred. 

VisoouNT  FOLKESTONE :  I  will  put 
the  Question  again  to-morrow. 

LABOURERS  (IRELAXD)  ACT,  188.^- 

BALLYMEKA  BOARD  OF 

GDARDI.VNS. 

Mb.  sexton  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  it  is  a  fact  that  the  agricultural 
labourers  of  the  electoral  divisions  of 
Ahoghill  and  Portglenone,  county  An- 
trim, applied  last  year,  iimnodiately 
after  the  passing  of  the  Labourers  (Ire- 
land) Act,  to  the  local  sanitary  autho- 
rity, the  Ballymena  Board  of  Guardians, 
to  make  an  Improvement  Scheme  in 
virtue  of  the  Act.  and  that  the  applica- 
tion was  attended  with  no  result ;  whe- 
ther, towards  the  end  of  March  this  year, 
a  representation,  in  conformity  with  the 
statute,  was  laid  before  the  Ballymena 
Board,  in  the  interest  of  the  labourers 
above  mentioned,  together  with  a  re- 
port from  Alexander  Young,  M.D., 
Ballymena,  describing  the  houses  of  the 
labourers  in  question  as  being — 

"  Id  a  truly  wretched  oon'lition,"  "  eviJpntly 
unfit  for  hiiiiinn  ImbiLition,"  '•  covered  wilh 
i<cmity  iind  d.-cuyed  thatch,  the  walla  in  nume- 
rous inst;inces  nilit  und  rent,  in  nmuy  cases 
ready  to  come  down,  in  all  more  or  less  satu- 
rated wilh  moistuiD," 

and  whether  the  Report  declared  an  Im. 
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provoment  Scheme  to  be  requisite ;  whe- 
ther the  Ballymoim  Board  adjourueJ  the 
question  twice,  on  the  third  occasion  re- 
fused to  make  a  Scheme,  and  held  back 
the  Koport  of  Pr.  Young  until  the  meet- 
ing after  that  at  which  they  had  re- 
solved upon  such  refusal ;  whether  the 
Board,  in  compliance  with  socfion  ten  of 
the  Act  of  1 883,  have  sent  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  a  copy  of  the  repre- 
sentation, accompanied  by  their  reasons 
for  not  acting  upon  it ;  and,  what  steps 
the  Local  Government  Board  will  take 
in  reference  to  the  matter  ? 

Mk.  TREVELYAN:  Sir,  I  am  in- 
formed that  a  Memorial  relating  to  the 
two  electoral  divisions  referred  to  was 
put  forward  in  October  last,  and  the 
Guardians  appointed  Committees  to  in- 
quire into  tho  matter.  The  Portglenone 
Committee  reported  that,  in  their  opi- 
nion, action  was  not  necessary  in  that 
division.  It  was  subsequently  agreed 
that  a  scheme  should  bo  fomiulated  fur 
Ahoghill ;  but  the  matter  was  delayed 
too  long  to  admit  of  anything  being 
done  this  Session.  In  March  lost,  a 
Memorial  was  addressed  to  the  Guar- 
dians, asking  them  to  adopt  a  resolution 
in  favour  of  an  improvement  scheme, 
and  to  receive  a  deputation  on  the  sub- 
ject, which  they  did.  I  am  informed 
that  it  is  not  a  fact  that  these  repre- 
sentations were  accompanied  by  any 
Eeport  from  Dr.  Young,  or  that  the  Re- 
port, when  subsequently  received,  was 
in  any  way  kept  back.  The  clerk  states 
that,  on  bis  return  from  the  Board's 
meeting  on  the  7th  of  June,  he  found  a 
Eeport  from  Dr.  Young,  who  is  not  the 
medical  officer  of  health,  without  date, 
in  his  private  office,  and  that  he  sub- 
mitted it  to  the  Board  at  their  ne.xt 
meeting  on  the  14th  of  June.  A  pro- 
posal to  formulate  a  scheme  was  several 
times  before  tho  Guardians,  and  was 
finally  rejected  on  the  7th  of  June.  This 
was  reported  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  on  the  loth  of  July,  the  reasons 
stated  being,  that  iu  the  divisions  speci- 
fied, as  wi'll  as  throughout  the  entire 
Union,  there  are  numbers  of  cottier 
houses  unoccupied  for  which  tenants 
cannot  be  procured.  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  are  not  empowered  to  take 
any  very  practical  steps  in  the  matter. 
It  rests  with  the  sanitary  authority  to 
prepare  a  scheme,  and  submit  it  if  they 
see  fit  to  do  so.  The  hou.  Member  has 
called  my  attention  to  a  matter  in  tho 
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5th  paragi-aph  ;  and  I  will  see  whether 
an  ini)uiry  can  be  ordered. 

Mil.  SEXTON  asked,  would  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  call  ujion  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  remonstrate  with 
the  Ballymena  Board  of  Guardians  for 
the  delay  in  dealing  with  the  scheme  of 
the  7th  of  Juno  '? 

Mil.  TfiEVEI.YAN :  I  will  see  about 
it. 

POST  OFFICE  (IRELAND)— THE 
CLONMEL  MAILS. 

Mr.  MOORE  asked  the  Postmaster 
General,  Whether  he  has  come  to  any 
decision  as  to  the  acceleration  of  the 
Mails  between  Dublin  and  Clomnel; 
whether  it  is  a  fact  that  the  Inspector  of 
Mails  in  Ireland  has  recommended  that 
the  Mails  for  Clonmel  be  thrown  out 
and  taken  up  at  Thurles  ;  and,  whether 
the  only  objection  to  this  course  is  the  ex- 
orbitant price  demanded  by  the  Limerick 
and  Wnterford  Company  for  carrying 
the  ilails  between  Thurles  and  Clonmel  ? 

Mr.  FAWCETT:  I  have  not  yet 
been  able  to  eome  to  any  decision  as  to 
the  acceleration  of  the  day  mail  to 
Clunmel.  The  question  of  delivering 
and  taking  up  the  Clonmel  mail  at 
Tliurles  by  the  mail  ttaius  while  ia 
motion  is  ntill  open  to  consideration ; 
but,  even  if  no  difficulty  existed  on  that 
point,  I  fear  that  I  should  not  bo  justi- 
fied in  calling  for  a  train  to  be  run  from 
Thurles  to  Clonmel  solely  for  the  Mail 
Service.  The  circumstance  would  be 
dififerent  if  the  Company  were  running 
a  train  for  passenger  purposes  at  hours 
suitable  for  the  Mail  Service. 

In  reply  to  a  further  Question  from 
Mr,  MooKE, 

Mr.  FAWCETT  said,  that  further  in- 
quiry should  be  made. 

TOWNS  niPROVEilENT  (IRELAND)  ACT 
—FINES  FOR  DRUNKENNESS. 
Mr.  HEALY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
If  it  is  the  fact  that  the  Inspector  Gene- 
ral of  Constabulary  has,  since  1878, 
directed  the  police,  where  a  local  town 
court  is  established  under  the  Act  of 
1854,  that  persons  arrested  for  drunken- 
ness within  the  town  limits,  but  residing 
outside  the  town,  are  not  to  be  brought 
before  the  Town  Justices ;  whether  tnia 
has  the  ofifeot  of  diverting  the  fines  from 
the  Borough  Fund  to  the  Constabulary 
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Pund,  which  latter  recoives  ono-half  of 
all  such  fines  at  Petty  Sessions ;  whether 
this  is  excused  on  the  allegation  that  the 
warrant  of  a  Town  Justice  cannot  ho  exe- 
cuted outside  the  boundary  ;  whether,  if 
this  be  so,  the  Lord  Chancellor  will  ap- 
point the  Town  Justices  to  the  County 
Oommission  ;  if  not,  will  any  steps  be 
taken  to  amend  the  powers  of  Town 
Justices  as  to  trans-boundary  warranta  ; 
is  it  the  case  that  at  present  the  Inspec- 
tor General  is  empowered  to  indorse 
town  warrants  under  section  seventy- 
seven  of  the  Act  of  1864,  as  well  as 
under  the  Petty  Sessions  Act ;  and,  whe- 
ther, as  many  towns  complain  of  the 
g^eat  loss  caused  to  their  funds  by  the 
rule  of  the  police,  a  change  will  in  future 
be  made  ? 

Mr.  TEEVELYAN  :  The  Constabu- 
lary have  been  informed  that  the  effect 
of  a  recent  decision,  in  a  case  tried  in 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  is  that  they 
are  entitled  to  take  proceedings  in  their 
own  names  as  complainants  at  Potty 
Sessions  against  persona  found  drunk  in 
the  public  streets  of  towns  under  the 
Towns  Improvement  Act,  and  that  only 
one  moiety  of  the  fines  recovered  iu  such 
cases  is  payable  to  the  Town  Commis- 
eioners.  Thoy  are  also  directed  to  take 
that  course  in  the  cases  of  persons  re- 
siding outside  the  town.  In  these  ccues 
the  Constabulary  Force  Fund  receives 
one-half  the  fines  imposed  at  Petty  Ses- 
sions ;  but  I  am  advised  that  it  is  not 
right  to  represent  such  half  as  diverted 
from  the  Borough  Fund,  inasmuch  as 
the  legal  title  of  the  Coustabulaiy  Force 
Fund  to  its  share  is  equally  clear  with 
that  of  the  Borough  Fund.  The  prac- 
tice of  not  bringing  before  the  Town  Jus- 
tices persons  arrostod  for  drunkenness 
within  the  town  limits,  but  residing  out- 
side the  town,  is  not  justified  on  the 
ground  stated  in  the  Question — namely, 
"  that  the  warrant  of  a  Town  Justice  can- 
not be  executed  outside  the  boundary" 
— but  on  this— that  the  Constabulary 
maintain  order  and  act  as  guardians  of 
the  peaco  in  these  towns ;  and  that  al- 
though the  Town  Commissioners  have 
statutory  power  to  utilize  the  services  of 
the  Oonstabnlai-y  as  night  watchmen  (on 
paying  for  thom),  yet  they  do  not  do  so, 
out  leave  the  work  of  watching  the  town 
and  maintaining  order,  and  suppressing 
drunkenness  to  the  Constabulary  with- 
out making  any  payment.  If  the  Con- 
stabulary wore  omployed  as  night  watch- 


men, they  would  take  out  summonses  in 
the  name  of  the  Commissioners,  and  then 
the  whole  of  the  fines  would  go  to  tho 
Borough  Fund.  The  Government  are 
advised  that  the  present  arrangement  is 
not  unreasonable  or  unlawful. 

POST    OFFICE    (IREIiAND)— DELIVERY 

OF  LETTERS  AT  DALKEY,  CO. 

DUBLIN. 

Coi/)XEi,  KING-HARMAN  asked  the 
Postmaster  General,  Whether  he  will 
take  steps  to  remedy  the  very  great  in- 
convenience suffered  by  persons  residing 
at  Dalkoy  and  tho  adjoining  di.stricts,  in 
the  county  of  Dublin,  by  the  non-deli- 
very of  their  letters  until  nearly  ten 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  consequence 
of  which  is  that  a  great  number  of  per- 
sons who  have  daily  business  avocations 
in  the  city  of  Dublin  cannot  receive  their 
letters  before  leaving  home ;  whether 
this  inconvenience,  and  also  the  annoy- 
ance caused  by  the  unneeossariiy  late 
delivery  of  letters  in  the  evening,  are 
wholly  attributable  to  a  want  of  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  letter-carriers  and  assist- 
ants ;  whether  it  is  true  that  the  already 
overworked  postmen  havo  had  their 
labours  increased  by  the  means  of  trans- 
port for  the  Parcel  Post  having  been 
I'oduced  ;  whether  a  promise  was  given 
to  the  residents  of  Dalkey  that  their 
grievances  in  this  particular  should  bo 
remedied  after  the  acceleration  of  the 
Irish  Mail ;  and,  whether  he  will  con- 
eider  the  propriety  of  having  the  mails 
sent  direct  to  Dalkey,  instead  of  keep- 
ing that  office  as  a  sub-office  to  Kings- 
town, having  regard  to  the  very  largo 
number  of  business  and  professional 
men  who  reside  at  Dalkey  and  its  neigh- 
bourhood, especially  during  the  summer 
and  autumn  months  ? 

Mr.  FAWCETT,  in  reply,  said,  he 
hnd  ascertained  that  the  first  delivery  at 
Dnlkey  was  finished  at  9  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  he  thought  that  was  not 
an  inconvenient  time.  If  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  opposite  (Colonel  King- 
Harmau)  had  any  special  ease  to  com- 
plain of,  he  would  have  inquiries  made 
about  it.  lie  regretted  to  find  that 
Dalkey  did  not  profit  as  yet  by  the  ac- 
celerated mail  service  to  Dublin,  because 
it  was  necessary  to  keep  the  hour  of  de- 
livery at  its  former  point,  in  order  to 
include  letters  arriving  from  the  Irish 
provincial  towns.  He  would  inquire 
whether  anything  could  be  done  to  acce* 
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lerate  tbo  delivery  in  this  respect.  Lot- 
ter-carriers  at  Dalkey  only  took  light 
parcels,  which  did  not  delay  the  delivery. 

CoLo.vEL  laNG  -  ILVRM.A.N  asked, 
whether  the  means  of  transport  had  been 
reduced  by  the  takinj^  away  of  a  horse 
and  cai't  from  the  district?  lie  could 
give  a  groat  many  instances  of  delay  in 
the  matter. 

Mr.  FAWCETT  said,  the  horse  and 
cart  were  found  expensive,  nnd  no  harm 
was  doni!  by  disoontinuiugthem.  People 
wore  able  to  get  their  letters  quicker  by 
the  present  arrangement. 

AFRICA  fSVEST  COAST)— CONSULAR 
JURISDICTION. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  naked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
Whether  the  Order  in  Council  to  extend 
British  consular  jurisdiction  on  the  West 
Coast  of  Africa,  so  us  to  insuro  the  more 
Bpocdy  and  t-oonoinical  apprehension  of 
criminals,  is  now  prepared  ;  and,  when 
it  will  be  laid  upon  the  Table  of  the 
House  ? 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAUEICE: 
The  Order  in  Council  referred  to  is  not 
yet  completed ;  but  it  is  expected  to  bo 
ready  shortly,  and  will  be  laid  iu  due 
course. 

PARUAMENT-PALACE  OF  WESTMIN- 
STER—WESTSHNSTER  HALL— THE 
BRITISH  JIUSEUM. 

Mr.  NEWZAM-NIOHOLSON  asked 
the  Chief  Commissioner  of  Works,  Whe- 
ther his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
last  paragraph  of  the  interesting  lieport 
of  Mr.  J.  L.  Pearson,  E.A.,  on  West- 
minster Hall,  which  states  that  by  the 
rules  of  the  British  Museum  he  has 
been  unable  to  obtain  some  important 
tracings  to  accompany  his  Report,  espe- 
cially from  the  Grace  Collection  ;  and, 
whether  he  can  suggest  a  method  by 
which  such  important  drawiug.s  and  in- 
formation, for  a  National  purpose,  can 
for  the  future  be  obtained,  without  diffi- 
culty, from  a  National  establishniont 
like  the  British  Museum  ? 

Sir  JOHN  LUBBOCK,  in  reply,  said, 
that  as  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  British 
Museum,  he  trusted  he  might  be  allowed 
to  answer  the  Question.  The  answer 
was  that,  according  to  the  rules  of  the 
Museum,  tracings  were  not  allowed  to 
be  taken  from  drawings  or  prints  with- 
out the  permission  of  the  keeper.  No 
application  was  made  by  Mr.  Pearson  to 

Mr.  Faucett 


the  present  keeper ;  and  if  any  was 
made  in  the  time  of  his  predecessor 
there  is  no  record  of  it  in  the  office.  The 
permissiun  is  given  in  special  cases,  when 
no  injury  is  apprehended ;  but  the  gene- 
ral rule  is  a  necessary  precautiou  for 
the  protection  of  those  valuable  docu- 
ments. 

OVERHEAD  TELEGRAPH  AND  TELE- 
PHONE  WIRES— LEGISLATION. 

Sir  HENRY  TYLER  asked  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Local  Government  Board, 
Wliether  he  is  aware  of  the  number  of 
wires  now  stretched  overhead  in  various 
portions  of  the  Metropolis,  of  which 
about  2.30  may  be  counted  between  the 
Itoyal  Exchange  and  St.  Michael's 
Church,  CornhiU,  and  about  200  between 
the  Mansion  House  and  Queen  Street, 
over  Queen  Victoria  Street ;  and,  whe- 
ther, having  regard  to  the  danger  thus 
occasioned  to  persons  using  the  streets, 
espt'cially  in  thunder  -  storms,  snow- 
storms, and  in  high  winds,  he  will  con- 
.sider  if  the  time  has  arrived  when  some 
means  should  be  taken  to  deal  with  tbis 
question  ? 

Mr.  GEORGE  RUSSELL :  We  are 
aware  that  there  is  a  large  number  of 
wires  stretched  overhead  in  the  Metro- 
polis, and  have  no  reason  to  doubt  the 
statement  as  to  the  number  of  such 
wires  in  the  localities  mentioned.  In 
roplying  to  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
for  East  Aberdeenshire  (Sir  Alexander 
Gordon)  I  stated  that  we  would  con- 
sider whether  a  Select  Committee  shall 
not  be  moved  for  next  Session  for  the 
purpose  of  inquiry  and  report  on  the 
subject.  I  am  advised  by  the  Post- 
master General  that  of  the  230  wires 
mentioned  by  the  hon.  Member  onl^  six 
belong  to  the  Post  Office,  and  of  the  200 
only  four. 

MERCHANT   SHIPPING-PILOTAGE— 
PORT  OF  SLIGO. 

Mb.  sexton  asked  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Whether,  in 
consc(|uenco  of  the  action  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  in  granting  pilots'  licences  to 
two  masters  of  steamers  trading  to  and 
from  the  port  of  Sligo,  and  the  action 
of  the  Sligo  Harbour  Board,  in  grant- 
ing pilots'  liceuoes  to  four  other  masters 
of  steamers  trading  to  and  from  the 
port  of  Sligo,  the  regular  outside  pilot.-) 
of  that  port,  who  gained  their  licences 
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after  apprenticesLip,  and  have  acted  in 
connection  with  the  port  for  mnny  years, 
are  now  almost  deprived  of  tlifir  means 
of  living,  their  average  iucomtis  having 
fallen  from  £35  to  about  £12  a-yoar; 
and,  whether  any  steps  will  be  taken  to 
give  them  compensation  ? 

Mu.  CnAMBEHLAIN :  It  is  the 
duty  of  harbour  authorities,  and  in 
their  default  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
under  the  Statute,  to  grant,  after  exa- 
mination, certificates  to  masters  and 
mates,  enabling  them  to  pilot  the  ships 
in  which  they  serve.  This  has  been 
done  by  the  Board  of  Trade  in  two 
cases  at  the  Port  of  Sligo.  I  do  not 
know  what  licences  have  been  granted 
by  the  Harbour  Board.  There  is  no 
provision  for  giving  compensation  to 
persons  who  had  been  acting  as  pilots 
before  such  certificates  wore  granted. 
No  funds  are  at  my  disposal  for  this 
purpose. 

PALACE  OF  WESTMINSTKR-HOUSE 
OF  CO jnrON.S— TELEGRAPHIC  NEWS- 
RECOHDING  IXSTRUMENT  FOR  USE 
OF  >[EMBERS. 

Mb.  GEAY  asked  the  First  Commis- 
sioner of  Works,  If  he  has  yet  come  to 
a  decision  whether  he  will  allow  a  tele- 
graphio  news-recording  instrument  to 
Be  erected  in  the  House  for  the  use  of 
Members ;  whether,  immediately  after 
the  subject  was  last  mfntioned  in  the 
House,  the  Company  which  supplies 
such  instnmients  offered  him  to  eject 
one  in  the  House  on  payment  of  the 
cost  of  erection  only ;  if  he  can  state 
how  man)'  hours  it  would  take  to  put 
up  one  of  these  instruments  ;  and,  whe- 
ther he  can  hold  out  any  hope  of  one 
being  at  work  this  Session,  or  during 
the  proposed  Autumn  Session,  or  during 
the  Session  of  1885  ? 

Mn.  SHAW  LEFEVRE,  in  reply, 
said,  he  had  consulted  with  the  Serjeant- 
at-Arms,  who  had  charge  of  the  arrange- 
ments for  supplying  telegraphic  news  to 
the  House,  and  ho  was  of  opinion  that 
the  proposal  of  the  hon.  Member  did 
not  offer  any  facilities  over  the  present 
nystem  to  hon.  Members  which  would 
justify  a  change.  The  Company  would 
propose  to  oupply  thu  instrument  at  a 
rental  of  £50  a-year,  witli  certain  occa- 
sional charges;  whereas  the  present 
Telegraph  Company  supplied  its  news 
free. 


rUBLIC  H£.\LTH— TUE  UPPER  AND 
LOWER  THAMES. 
Mb.  LABOUCHERE  asked  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
Whether  he  will  take  into  consideration 
the  expediency  of  obtaining  full  powers 
to  deal  at  once  with  the  dangers  to 
which  the  inhabitants  of  the  Metropolis 
and  of  the  Lower  Thames  Valloy  are 
exposed,  owing  to  the  absence  of  land 
water  in  tlio  Thames,  and  to  the  pesti- 
ferous nature  of  the  water  that  circu- 
lates between  Bailey  Creek  and  Tedding- 
ton,  and  to  obtain  money  for  carrying 
into  effect  such  a  scheme  as  he  may 
deem  necessary  to  mitigate  these  dan- 
gers? In  putting  the  Question,  ho 
would  ask  leave  to  read  the  following 
extracts  from  the  Report  of  the  prin- 
cipal Dock  master  of  the  East  and  West 
India  Dock  Company  to  the  Directors 
of  the  Company  :  — 

"This  half-year  we  bava  raisefl  73,100  tona 
what  we  coiLiiderud  a  ^od  year's  work  before 
1881.  Tho  river  is  ia  a  fearful  condition,  tho 
stench  from  thn  sewage  is  very  had,  and  tho 
water  very  thick  and  hbtck.  It  is  awfully 
sickening,  and  wo  have  had  during  Inst  week 
high  tides,  and  through  having  to  draw  down 
after  every  high  tide  wat«rto  Trinity  datum  for 
tho  protection  of  the  lockgatos,  causes  a  strong 
tide  to  rush  in  before  tho  following  high  water 
at  Ulackwall  entrance  and  Eastern  l>ock  en- 
trance, bringing  in  an  enormous  amount  of 
sewage.  I  reckon  in  four  days  last  week  not 
less  than  400  tons  entered  each  tide,  for  as  fast 
us  I  dredged  in  Biackwall  Basin  1  found  almost 
tho  .samo  water  tho  next  day.  The  banks  of 
the  basin  are  covered  with  a  green  slimy  sub- 
stance, and  smell  very  bad.  8ome  steps  should 
be  taken  by  correspondence  through  tho  daily- 
newspapers,  or  by  direct  reference  to  tho  Chair- 
man of  the  Royal  Commission,  to  keep  the 
question  oj)en,  or  it  will  have  the  same  fate  us 
other  Royal  Commissions  when  the  excitement 
dies  out." 

Minute  of  Board — 

' '  The  condition  of  tho  water  is  such  as  tenda 
to  tho  enervation  of  the  staff,  and  would  be  a 
factor  in  inducing  cholera.  The  matter  should 
be  pressed  upon  the  notice  of  the  Board  of 
Works  and  the  tTOTemraent,  with  a  view  to  tho 
river  being  dealt  with,  not  only  in  tho  interest 
of  the  Docks,  but  of  tho  citizens  at  large." 

Sir  CH/LRLES  W.  DILKE  :  I  have 
had  this  subject  under  consideration ; 
but  the  matter  is  not  one  with  regard  to 
which  I  can  propose  logWation  during 
the  present  Session.  I  have,  however, 
instructed  Mr.  Harrison,  one  of  the  In- 
spectors of  the  Board,  to  report  to  me 
as  to  the  comlition  of  the  part  of  tho 
Thames  on  which  tho  Lower  Thames 
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Valley  abiite,  and  whether,  in  hia  opi- 
nion, nny  temporary  nrracgi'ments  can 
bo  made  by  the  Local  Authorities  witli 
the  view  of  removing  the  evils  which 
are  stated  to  exist,  and  providing  a 
remedy. 

EMPLOTEHS'  LIABILITY  ACT-MINING 
ACCIDENTS. 

Mr.  irACFAELANE  asked  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
If  it  is  true  that  the  Eeports  of  the 
Official  Inspectors  of  Mines,  iu  cases  of 
explosions,  are  refused  to  persons  suing 
for  damages  under  the  Employers'  Lia- 
bility Act,  and  to  the  counsel  m  such 
cases,  and  tljat  such  officers  can  refuse 
to  give  evidence  when  summoned  in 
support  of  a  case ;  and  that,  in  cunsi'- 
quence,  the  strongest  and  most  reliable 
evidence  of  negligence  is  unavuilable  for 
suitora ;  and,  if  he  proposes  to  remove 
this  obstacle  to  the  requirements  of  jus- 
tice? 

Sia  WILLIAM  HAEOOUET :  I  am 
not  aware,  nor  hftvo  I  been  able  to  dis- 
cover, that  any  Eeports  have  been  so 
refused  ;  but,  speaking  generally,  I 
concur  in  the  spirit  of  the  Question,  and 
will  take  care  that  instructions  are 
given  that  if  Eeports  are  applied  for 
they  shall  not  be  refused,  unless  under 
special  circumstances. 

EDUCATION    DErARTMEXT— COMPrL. 
SORT  SCHOOL  ATTENDANCE. 

Mb.  EANKIN  asked  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  Committee  of  Council,  Wlie- 
ther  during  the  recess  ho  will  take  into 
his  consideration  the  advisability  of 
altering  the  age  uf  compulsory  school 
attendance  from  five  years  to  seven 
years  of  age,  with  a  view  to  prevent 
children  from  leaving  school  by  passing 
the  fourth  standard  nt  so  early  an  nge 
as  many  do  at  present,  mid  also  with  a 
view  to  lessen  the  great  difficulty  expe- 
rienced by  magistrates  in  having  to  con- 
vict parents  for  not  sending  young  chil- 
dren of  five  and  six  years  of  age  regu- 
larly to  school  ? 

Mr.  MUNIjELLA  :  Considering  thiit 
there  are  1,31.7,190  children  of  allclasscs 
between  five  and  seven  years  of  age,  of 
whom  920,000  are  on  the  registers  of 
public  eieuieutary  seliools,  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  adopt  the  suggestion  of  the 
lion.  Member.  What  ought  to  bo  done, 
and  what  I  hope  will  be  done  very  soon. 
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is  to  follow  out  the  recommendation  of 
the  Eo3'al  Commission  on  Technical  In- 
struction, and  enact  that  Standard  V. 
shall  bo  the  minimum  for  total  exemp- 
tion. 

EGYPT  (EVENTS  IN  THE  SOUDAN)  — 
EXPEDITION  FOR  RELIEF  OF  OKNE. 
RAL  GORDON— VOTE  OF  CREDIT. 

LoHi.  EUSTACE  CECIL  asked  the 
Sei Tetary  of  State  for  War,  AVhether 
any  Supplementary  Estimate  or  Vote  of 
Credit  will  be  presented  to  the  House, 
before  the  Prorogation,  to  defray  the 
cost  of  any  expedition  that  may  be 
necessary  for  the  relief  of  General  Gor- 
don and  the  defence  of  Egypt  ? 

The  Marquess  of  HABTINQTON: 
The  Government  have  arrived  nt  no  de- 
cision to  present  a  Supplementary  Esti- 
mate before  the  Prorogation  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  any  expedition  that  may 
be  necessary  for  the  relief  of  General 
Gordon.  It  is  probable,  however,  that 
a  Supplementary  Estimate  will  be  re- 
quired in  connection  with  expenses  being 
incurred  in  preparations  for  the  defence 
of  Egypt ;  and  I  shall  probably  be  able 
to  give  the  noble  Lord  a  definite  answer 
to-morrow. 

M«.  W.  E.  FOESTEE  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Aflairs,  Whether  he  can  give  the  House 
any  infomintion  with  regard  to  General 
Gordon's  present  position  ;  whether  the 
rewards  which  the  Government  have 
offered  for  information  are  now  in  force, 
or  whether  they  lapsed  in  the  month  of 
June ;  and,  whether  it  is  true  that  the 
Nile  will  be  at  its  lowest  at  Khartoum 
by  the  end  of  September,  so  that  it  will 
then  be  more  ditficult  to  send  relief  to 
General  Gordon  up  the  Nile,  and  also 
more  dilficult  for  him  to  leave  Khartoum 
by  the  river,  especially  by  the  White 
Nile,  than  it  is  at  present  ? 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAUEICE  : 
I  have  from  time  to  time  given  the 
House  all  the  information  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Foreign  Office  in  regard  to 
General  Gordon's  position.  The  rewards 
have  not  lapsed  except  in  the  case  of  the 
messenger  mentioned  at  page  i>7  of 
"  Egypt  (No.  2.5)  1884  ;  "  but  complete 
discretion  as  to  money  rewards  has  been 
given  to  Mr.  Egerton,  as  stated  in  No.  4.'3. 
It  is  high  Nile  at  Kbartoum  about  the 
beginning  of  September,  and  this  lasts 
about  a  month.  The  river  begins  to  fall 
early  iu  October,  and  is  half  Nile  by  the 
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end  of  that  month.  Above  Khartoum 
the  Nile  attains  its  greatest  height  early 
in  September. 

Mh.  LABOUCHERE  askod  the  noblo 
Lord  whether  steps  are  still  being  taken 
with  a  view  to  convey  to  General  Gordon 
inBtructiona  to  withdraw,  if  possible, 
from  Khartoum  and  the  Soudan  without 
further  bloodshed ;  and,  whether  stops 
will  be  taken  to  inform,  if  possible,  the 
Mahdi  that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
has  already  recognized  Iho  independence 
of  the  Soudan,  and  that,  as  messengers 
have  been  despatched  to  Gonoriil  Gordon 
ordering  him  to  withdraw  from  that 
country,  he  was  acting  contrary  to  those 
instructions  if  he  slaughters  Soudanese, 
tinleas  in  self-defence? 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE  : 
The  answer  to  the  first  part  of  the  hon. 
Member's  Question  is  in  the  alBrmative  ; 
to  the  second,  in  the  negative. 

EGYPT— COLLECTION  OF  TAXES-USE 
OF  TORTUKE. 

Mtt.LABODCHEKE  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
Whether  instructions  have  been  sent  to 
Her  Majesty's  Representatives  in  Egypt 
to  inquire  into  the  alleged  use  of  torture 
in  levying  taxes  from  the  fellahs,  and  to 
see  that,  if  such  is  the  present  habit,  it 
will  no  longer  be  pursued  ? 

Loud  EDMUND  FITZMAURICE: 
If  my  hon.  Friend  will  refer  to  the 
Papers  on  Egyptian  alfairs  which  have 
just  been  distributed,  he  will  find  from 
the  Report  of  Kir  Evelyn  Baring,  dated 
June  28,  that  he  is  of  opinion  that  the 
use  of  torture  b}'  the  courbash  in  the 
collection  of  taxes  has  practically  ceased. 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  after  con- 
sulting Sir  Evelyn  Baring,  did  not  con- 
sider that  fiu-ther  instructions  were 
necessary,  as  those  already  given  are 
quite  distinct.  The  use  of  torture  and 
the  courbash  is  illegal,  as  will  be  seen 
on  reference  to  the  I'roelamation  given 
at  page  3G  of  "Egypt  (No.  6)  1«83." 
and  since  that  the  Penal  Codes  have  been 
enacted,  which  put  an  end  to  any  puni.sh- 
ment  except  those  specifically  there 
mentioned. 

CRIME    AND  OUTRAGE  (IRELAND)— 

ATTACK   ON   THE   RESIDENT    MAGIS- 

TR.VrE,  CO.  SLIGO. 

Colonel  KING-HARM  AN  asked  the 

Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 

of  Ireland,  If  he  has  received  any  in- 

YOL.  COXOI.    [TjiinD  series.] 


formation  as  to  an  attack  having  been 
made  upon  the  Resident  Magistrate  for 
Sligo  on  the  13th  instant  ? 

Mn.  TREVELYAN  :  I  am  informed 
that,  about  10  days  ago,  the  Resident 
Magistrate,  while  taking  a  walk  after 
dusk,  was  struck  by  a  stone,  which  was 
thrown  over  the  fence  from  an  adjoining 
field.  He  chased  and  secured  a  man 
who,  he  believed,  throw  the  stone,  and, 
having  demanded  his  name  and  address, 
he  let  him  go.  It  was  subsequently  as- 
certained that  the  name  and  address 
given  were  false.  Mr.  Molony  does  not 
himself  consider  that  the  affair  was  an 
outrage. 

Me.  SEXTON:  Where  did  this 
happen  ? 

Mb.  TREVELYAN:  While  the  ma- 
gistrate was  taking  a  walk  along  the 
river  side  near  the  town. 

LOWER  THAMES  VALLEY  MAIN 
SEWERAGE  BOARD. 

Ifn.  BARRAN  asked  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  Whether, 
having  regard  to  the  importance  of  the 
sewage  of  the  Lower  Thames  Valley 
being  diverted  from  the  river  at  the 
earliest  moment,  to  the  applications 
made  to  the  Local  Government  Board 
by  Heston  and  Isleworth,  Kingston-on- 
Thames,  and  Richmond,  for  the  sever- 
ance of  those  places  from  the  Lower 
Thames  Vallej-  Main  Sewerage  Board, 
and  to  the  Report  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  the  Bill  of  this  Session — 

"  That  the  continuance  of  the  Joint  Baird  ia 
not  only  unnoce.ssary,  but  operates  aa  n  kind- 
ranco  to  tho  Bovernl  anlhorilio.i  purifying  tbo 
sewage  of  their  respective  districts," 

he  will  now  give  facilities  for  tho  disso- 
lution of  the  Joint  Board  and  sub-divi- 
sion of  its  district  as  recommended  by 
the  Committee ;  whether  those  objects 
could  be  effected  by  a  short  Bill  passed 
during  tho  present  Session  ;  and,  if  he 
is  not  prepared  to  bring  in  such  a  Bill, 
what  other  steps  does  he  propose  to  take 
in  the  matter  in  the  interest  of  the  pub- 
lic and  the  localities  ? 

Sir  CHARLES  W.  DILIvE :  Tho 
Lower  Thames  Valley  Main  Sewerage 
District,  as  I  have  already  stated  in  reply 
to  a  Question  of  tho  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  Finsbury  (Sir  Andrew 
Lusk),  was  constituted  by  a  Proviaioniil 
Order,  which  was  issued  by  the  Board 
after  locol  oonferencos  and  inquiries,  and 
was  subsequently  confirmed  by  Parlia- 
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ment,  after  very  full  consideration  by  a 
Seleot  Committee.  It  is  true  that  the 
Relect  Committee  on  the  Bill  of  this 
Session  recommended  the  dissolution  of 
the  Joint  Board  and  the  setting  up  of 
new  disti-icts.  But  that  recommenda- 
tion was  made  after  hearing  the  evidence 
of  two  only  out  of  the  1 1  constituent 
authorities,  and  without  hearing  any 
evidence  whatever  on  the  part  of  the 
other  nine  constituent  authorities,  or  tho 
Main  Sewerage  Board  on  the  subject. 
The  Board  have  received  communica- 
tions from  neston,  and  Isloworth,  and 
Kichmond  as  to  separation  from  the  dis- 
trict ;  but  no  similar  application  has 
boon  made  by  the  Kingston-on-Thames 
Sanitary  Authority  since  1881.  I  am 
not  in  a  position  to  dissolve  the  district 
and  sot  up  other  districts  without  giving 
those  interested  full  opportunity  of  mak- 
ing their  representations  on  the  subject 
at  a  local  inquiry.  I  am,  as  I  stated  in 
reply  to  the  Question  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton  (Mr.  La- 
bouchere),  obtaining  a  Report  as  to 
whether  any  temporary  arrangement  can 
be  made  by  the  Local  Authorities  with 
the  view  of  mitigating  the  evils  stated 
to  exist. 

Viscount  FOLKESTONE  said,  he 
wished  to  say  that  the  Select  Committee 
heard  the  promoters  of  the  scheme. 

Sir  CHARLES  W.  DILICE  said,  if  ho 
was  wrong  on  that  point,  he  was  right 
in  stating  that  the  Committee  did  not 
hear  nine  out  of  the  1 1  opponents. 

Viscount  FOLKESTONE  said,  that 
the  Committee,  having  heard  two  of  the 
opponents,  considered  that  they  had 
sufficient  evidence  before  them. 

ARMY  —  MILITARY     BARRACKS      XT 

LONGFORD— RESIDENCE    FOR    TDE 

JIEDICAL    OFFICER. 

Ma.  JUSTIN  M'CARTHY  asked  tho 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  Whether  it 
is  intended  to  buy  or  take  on  lease  a 
house  for  the  Army  Medical  Doctor  out- 
side the  Military  Barracks  in  Longford  ; 
and,  whether  there  is  not  ample  accom- 
modation within  tho  barracks,  there 
being  now  twelve  quarters  unoccupied 
there  ? 

The  Marquess  of  HARTINGTON: 
No  proposal  of  tlio  nature  indicated  iu 
the  Question  has  been  mado  to  the  War 
Office ;  and  if  such  a  proposal  had  been 
made,  careful  inquiry  would  bo  made 
before  it  was  sanctioned. 

-Sir  Charlu  IF.  Bilhi 


ARREARS  OF  RENT  (IRELAND)  ACT  - 
COLONEL  DKiBY.  J.P. 
Mb.  HARRINGTON  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  tho  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, Whether  it  is  true  that  Colonel 
Digby,  J.P.  Westmeath,  obtained  from 
the  Land  Commissioners,  under  Ihe  pi-o- 
visions  of  the  Arrears  of  Rent  (Ireland) 
Act,  certain  an-ears  of  rent  alleged  by 
him  to  be  duo  of  a  tenant  of  his  named 
James  Rickard ;  whether  this  James 
Ricknrd  had  actually  parted  with  the 
interest  in  his  tenancy  to  a  man  named 
James  Egan,  who  paid  to  the  landlord 
all  arrears  due  of  the  holding ;  whether, 
after  this  payment  was  made,  Colonel 
Digby  received,  and  he  and  Rickard 
divided  between  them,  the  money  thus 
obtained  from  tho  Land  Commission  ; 
and,  whether,  if  these  allegations  are 
well  founded,  he  will  order  fresh  pro- 
ceedings to  bo  taken  against  Colonel 
Digby,  and  tako  steps  to  secure  the  due 
hearing  of  the  charge  before  a  competent 
tribunal  ? 

Mu.  TREVELYAN:  I  am  informed 
that,  on  the  joint  application  of  the  land- 
lord and  tenant,  the  Land  Commissioners 
extinguished  arrears  of  rent  amounting 
to  £5  lo».,  and  that  a  sum  of  £2  17*.  6rf. 
was  paid  to  the  landlord.  The  tenant, 
Rickard,  alleges  that  Colonel  Digby 
gave  him  £2  7«.  Grf.  of  this  sum — from 
which  it  would  appear  that  ho  retained 
IOj.  of  it  for  himself — under  what  cir- 
cumstances does  not  appear.  I  am  also 
informed  that  it  is  a  fact  that  Rickard 
sold  the  interest  of  his  farm  in  Novem- 
ber, 1882,  to  a  man  named  Egan,  and 
that  of  the  price  given — £40 — a  sum  of 
£21  10«.  was  paid  to  Colonel  Digby  for 
rent  and  costs.  Whether  this  included 
all  arrears  I  cannot  say.  An  explana- 
tion will  be  written  for,  and,  on  receipt 
of  that  explanation,  these  Reports  shall 
bo  laid  before  the  Law  Officers  for 
directions  whether  these  Reports  dis- 
elose  an  offence,  or  a  case  for  further 
inquiry. 

Mb.  HARRINGTON:  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  communicate  with  the 
tenant  Egan,  who  purchased  the  hold- 
ing, and  who  may  have  valuable  infor- 
mation to  give  ? 

Mk.  TREVELYAN  said,  tbore  was 
enough  information  on  the  subject  to 
satisfy  the  Law  Officers. 

Mk.  HEALY  :  Is  it  usual,  when  a 
person  is  charged  with  theft,  for   the 
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Govcniment  to  write  to  bim  for  an  ex- 
planation ? 

C0NTAOIOU8  DISEASES  (ANIMALS) 
(IRELAND)  ACT  — CATTLE  INSPEC- 
TOK,   KILMACTIIOMAS    UNION. 

Mh.  LEAMY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
If  the  Lord  Lieutenant  recently  refused 
to  sanction  the  appointment  of  a  gentle- 
man to  the  post  of  Cattle  Inspector  to  a 
Southern  Poor  Law  Union,  on  the  ground 
that  ho  was  not  a  fully  qualiOed  veteri- 
nary surgeon  ;  and,  if  so,  whether  in 
future  only  qualified  veterinary  surgeons 
will  be  appointed  to  the  post? 

Mr.  TKEVELYAN  :  It  is  presumed 
that  this  Question  relates  to  the  Kilmac- 
thomas  Union,  Co\inty  Waterford,  in 
which  the  Lord  Lieutenant  refused,  in 
April  last,  to  sanction  the  appointment 
of  an  Inspector  who  was  not  a  quali6ed 
veterinary  surgeon,  on  the  ground  that 
the  Local  Authority  could  procure  the 
services  of  a  duly  qualified  veterinary 
surgeon  for  the  office.  The  Order  in 
Council  dealing  with  the  subject  requires 
that  the  persons  appointed  shall  be 
veterinary  surgeons,  unless  the  Lord 
""ieu tenant  is  satisfied  that  it  is  impos- 
ble  to  procure,  or  that  for  other  suffi- 
cient reason  it  is  undesirable  to  appoint, 
a  person  so  qualified. 

PRISONS    (IRELAND)-TnE    LATE   GO- 

VERNOK  OF  LIMERICK  PRISON— 

SLTPERANNUATION. 

Mil.  O'SULLIVAN  asked  Mr.  Soli- 
citor General  for  Ireland,  Under  what 
Act  of  Parliameut  had  the  grand  jury  of 
the  county  Limerick  power  to  alter  and 
increase  the  retiring  allowance  of  the 
late  Governor  of  the  County  Limerick 
Prison  by  thirty-three  pounds  ten  shil- 
lings per  annum  over  and  above  the 
amount  fixed  by  a  previous  grand  jury 
in  that  county  ? 

TuE  SOLICITOR  GENEKAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walkeh)  :  Mr.  Eagar, 
the  late  (Governor,  was  appointed  prior 
to  the  Prisons  Act,  1«77,  and  his  posi- 
tion was  continued  under  the  Prisons 
Board  till  last  year,  when  ho  was  retired 
consequent  on  the  abolition  of  Spike 
Island.  The  superannuation  allowauce 
is  regulated  by  the  Superannuation  Act, 
1859,  and  a  Treasury  Minute  of  14th 
January,  1879,  and  the  Prisons  Act, 
1877,  provides  for  au  apportionment  of 


the  allowance  on  the  county  in  respect  of 
services  prior  to  April,  1878.  The  power 
of  the  Grand  Jury,  to  make  a  present- 
ment for  this  is  retained  by  the  Prisons 
Act.  The  portion  payable  by  the  county 
would  have  been  prim  A  fucie  £160  18». 
per  annum  ;  but  the  Grand  Jury,  in  the 
summer  of  1883,  passed  a  resolution 
that,  on  account  of  Mr.  Eagar's  good 
and  long  services,  the  allowance  should  be 
£194  1,5«.  6rf.  This  was  the  first  and 
only  resolution  passed  by  the  Grand 
Jury,  and  it  was  founded  on  the  autho- 
rity I  have  mentioned. 

P0.9T   OFFICE   (IRELAND)-DAY   MAIL 
TO  CORK. 

Mil.  LE.\MY  asked  the  Postmaster 
General,  If  he  is  aware  that  about  five- 
sixths  of  the  passengers  from  Dublin  to 
Waterford  travel  vifi  Maryburgh,  and  if, 
under  the  proposed  agreement  for  the 
acceleration  of  the  mails  from  Dublin  to 
Cork,  the  Great  Western  mail  will  not 
stop  at  Maryburgh,  these  passengers 
will  be  compelled  to  travel  via  Carlow  ; 
whether  such  an  arrangement  will  give 
an  unfair  advantage  to  the  Great  South- 
ern and  AVestern  line  over  the  Central 
Ireland  Railway,  which  would  thereby 
lose  a  large  share  of  its  present  passen- 
ger traffic;  and,  whether  he  will  bear 
this  fact  in  mind  when  considering  the 
proposed  agreement  ? 

Mu.  FAWCETT,  in  reply,  said,  that, 
in  carrying  out  the  acceleration  of  the 
day  mail  to  Cork,  Limerick,  &c.,  it  was 
not  intended  to  alter  the  present  day 
mail  train  from  Dublin  at  9  a.m.,  which 
would  continue  to  stop  at  MaryLurgh; 
but  the  new  special  train  would  not  call 
there,  a  stop  being  unnecessary  for  mail 
purposes.  He  regretted  that  the  etfeot 
of  tho  new  arrangement  should  be  iu 
nny  way  unfavourable  to  the  Waterford 
and  Central  Ireland  Railway  Company  ; 
but,  80  far  as  the  day  mail  to  Woterford 
was  concerned,  he  saw  no  reason  why 
such  an  improvement  of  the  service  by 
the  present  route  rid  Carlow  should  not 
be  atfected  as  should  secure  as  long  an 
interval  for  replies  by  return  of  post  as 
an  accelerated  service  rid  Maryburgh. 
Inquiries  on  this  point  were  being 
made. 

INDIA- THE  SALT  TAX. 

Mb.  JUSTIN  M'OARTHY  asked  the 
Under    Secretary  of   State   for  India, 
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Whether  his  attention  has  been  drawn 
to  an  article  in  T/ie  Lancet,  published 
two  months  ngo,  in  which  that  high 
medical  authority  assorts  that — 

"As  the  diet  of  tho  Hindoo  is  almost  entirely 
farinaceous  and  vegetable,  it  is  a  cruol  injustice 
to  impose  a  tax  that  renders  a  physiological 
necessary  a  high-priced  luxury  ;  " 

and,  whether  the  Government  will  take 
into  account  the  opinion  of  The  Lancet  in 
arranging  their  future  policy  with  regard 
to  the  Salt  Tax  in  India  ? 

Mr.  J.  K.  CROSS,  in  reply,  said,  that 
the  Government  of  India  was  fully  aware 
of  the  objections  which  might  be  urged 
against  tho  Salt  Tax,  and  bore  them 
in  mind  when  considering  its  fiscal 
changes. 

UNION  RATING  (IRELAND). 

CoLON-EL  OOLTHURST  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Whether  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  Government  to  give  effect  to  the 
recommendation  of  the  Select  Committee 
of  1871-2  with  regard  to  Union  Eating 
in  Ireland ;  and,  if  so,  whether  such 
legislation  will  embrace  outdoor  as  well 
as  indoor  relief? 

Mr.  TltEVELYAN,  in  reply,  said, 
the  Government  were  very  anxious  to 
give  effect  to  the  recommendation  re- 
ferred to.  The  system  in  Ireland  should 
be  assimilated  to  the  system  in  England, 
both  with  regard  to  indoor  and  outdoor 
relief. 


JAMA.ICA— IMPORTATION 
COOLIES. 


OF 


Mr.  A.  PEASE  asked  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies,  Whether, 
in  view  of  the  large  amount  of  debt 
which  the  importation  of  Coolies  has 
already  entailed  upon  Jamaica,  and  also, 
in  view  of  the  despatch  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Secretary  for  the  Colonies  of  the 
29th  September  1877,  relieving  the 
people  of  the  Island  from  future  taxa- 
tion for  this  purpo.se.  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment have  any  intention  of  adopting 
the  proposal  of  the  Commissioners,  that 
the  importation  of  Coolies  shall  be  re- 
newed, and  .supported  from  the  general 
taxation  of  the  Island  ? 

Mb.  E"\T2LYN  ASHLEY:  No  de- 
cision has  yet  been  arrived  at  on  the 
proposals  of  the  Royal  Commissioners 
relative  to  Coolie  immigration  into  Ja- 
maica ;  and,  indeed,  it  is  a  question  on 

Mr.Juttin  McCarthy 


which  the  Government  would  not  thinic 
it  right  to  give  any  definite  directions 
until  the  new  Jamaican  Legislative 
Council  had  an  opportunity  of  con- 
sidering it  at  their  meeting  ia  September 
next.  I  may  point  out,  however,  as  to 
the  terms  of  my  hon.  Friend's  Question, 
that  the  importation  of  Coolies  has  never 
been  stopped,  and  that,  under  present 
aiTangements,  the  expense  of  hospital 
treatment  for  the  Coolies  is  maintained 
from  the  general  taxation  of  the  island. 

AFRICA  (SOUTU)— BEOHUANALAND. 

Sir  HENRY  HOLLAND  asked  tho 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colo- 
nies, AVhether  he  can  give  to  the  House 
any  information  as  to  the  condition  of 
aft'airs  in  Bechuanaland ;  and,  whether 
he  will  lay  upon  the  Table  further 
Papers  relating  to  that  Country,  be- 
fore the  Supplemental  Estimate  is  con- 
sidered ? 

Mh.  EVELYN  ASHLEY:  Further 
Papers  on  Bechuanaland  are  in  pre- 
paration, and  will  be  laid  on  the  Table 
before  the  end  of  the  Session  ;  but  not, 
I  fear,  in  time  for  the  Supplementary 
Estimate.  It  would  be  impossible, 
within  tho  limits  of  an  answer  to  a  Ques- 
tion, to  give  the  general  account  asked 
for  ;  but  when  the  Supplementary  Esti- 
mate is  moved,  I  shall  be  ready  to  state 
any  information  wo  may  be  in  possession 
of.  Meanwhile  I  may  say  that  we  have 
received  a  telegram  from  the  Governor 
of  the  Cape,  in  which  he  informs  us  that 
the  followingResolution  has  been  carried 
in  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
Cape  Colony — namely, 

"That,  in  tho  opinion  of  this  House,  it  is 
expedient,  pending  the  ratification  of  tho  Lon- 
don Convention  of  1884  hy  the  Volksiaad  of  the 
South  African  Republic,  that  tlie  Colonial 
Government  be  authorised  to  open  communi- 
cations with  the  Imperial  Government,  with  a 
view  to  submitting  to  Parliament,  next  Session, 
a  measure  for  tho  annexation  to  the  Cape  Colony 
of  the  territory  of  tho  south-western  border  of 
the  South  African  Republic,  now  under  British 
protection  —  that  is  to  say,  Bechuanaland." 

Sir  HENRY  HOLLAND  :  That  will 
include  the  so-called  Republic  of  Stella- 
land  and  Giischen  ? 

Mk.  EVELYN  ASHLEY:  Yes;  all 
these  territories. 

ARMY— LOSS  OF  LIFE  IN  EGYPT. 

Mr.  STANLEY  LEIQHTON  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  Whether 
his  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the 
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following  approximate  estimate  of  loss 
of  life  in  Egypt  since  the  English  occu- 
pation appears  in  trustworthy  sources  vf 
information,  to  wit : — 


Number 

of 
KiUed. 

1882.  Destruction  of  Alexandria  (Ann. 

Reir.  18S2,  p.  368)    .... 
Tel-El-Kebir  (ditto,  ditto)    .     . 

1883.  Massacre  of  Hick's  Army  (ditto, 

1883,  p.  389) 

Attempt  to  relieve  Sinkat  (ditto, 
p.  391) 

1884.  Massacre  of  Baker's  Army  (De- 
spatch to  Kir  E.  Baring,  Blue 
Book,  Egj'pt,  No.  12,  1884, 
p.  30) 2,340 

El   Tub   (CSraham'a    Despatch, 


2,000 
1,U00 

11,000 

760 


ditto,  p.  121) 

Tnmasi  (ditto,  ditto,  p.  161) 

900 
.       2,000 

ToUl    .     . 

.    20,000 

nnd,  whether  ho  will  submit  the  abore 
Btatement  to  olRcial  inspection  for  cor- 
rection and  amplification,  and  lay  the 
amended  statement  upon  the  Table  of 
the  House  ? 

The  Mahqurss  of  HARTINGTON  : 
I  hare  referred  to  the  authorities  which 
are  quoted  in  the  Question,  and  the 
numbers  which  are  given  in  the  hon. 
Member's  statement  appear  to  be  cor- 
rectly stated  from  these  authorities. 
However,  except  in  the  case  of  Baker 
Pasha's  force,  and  the  Battle  of  El  Teb, 
they  appear  to  be  estimates  only.  We 
have  no  means  in  the  War  Office  of  cor- 
recting or  amplifying  tiiese  estimates. 
I  do  not  see  there  would  be  any  ad- 
vantage in  embodying  the  estimates  re- 
ferred to  in  a  Parliamentary  Return  ; 
but  it  would,  of  course,  be  open  to  the 
hon.  Member  to  make  any  use  he  thinks 
fit  of  the  information  which  he  has 
compiled. 

SCOTLAND— THE  MUSEUM  OP  SCIENCE 
AND  ART,  EDINBURGH. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked  the  First 
Commissioner  of  Works,  Whether,  in- 
asmuch as  by  the  muniBcenco  of  a 
private  benefactor  all  difficulties  as  to 
the  allocation  of  the  space  in  the  new 
wing  of  the  Edinburgh  Museum  of 
Science  and  Art  are  obviated,  he  will 
give  ioBtructiuns  for  the  work  to  bo 
begun  at  once  ? 

Mh.  SHAW  LEFEVRE:  Tea,  Sir; 
fenders  will  be  invited  for  this  building 
\u  a  few  days. 


IHELAND— THE  MUSEUM  OF  SCIENCE 
AND  AKT,  DUBLIN'. 

Mr.  DAWSON  asked  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury,  Whether  any  further 
progress  has  been  made  in  the  seleetion 
of  the  design  for  the  Science  and  Art 
Museum,  Dublin,  and  how  soon  the 
arrangements  are  likely  to  be  com- 
plete ? 

Me.  COURTNEY,  in  reply,  said,  the 
hon.  Member  knew  that  the  recom- 
mended design  proved,  on  valuation,  to 
involve  an  expenditure  much  above  the 
prescribed  limit.  They  had,  therefore, 
been  driven,  injustice  to  the  other  com- 
petitors, to  inquire  into  the  other  designs. 
Two  of  these  could  not  be  entertained 
under  any  circumstances ;  valuations 
were  in  progress  as  to  the  other  two, 
which  the  Committee  of  Advisers  had 
placed  in  order  of  merit.  The  Board 
of  Works  were  considering  what  pre- 
liminary work  could  be  done  in  antici- 
pation of  the  final  decision. 

Mr.  DAWSON :  What  is  the  diflFerence 
between  the  cost  of  the  selected  design 
and  the  sum  which  the  Government  is 
prepared  to  give  ? 

Mtt.  COURTNEY :  I  do  not  think  it 
would  be  fair  to  state  that  until  the 
other  designs  have  been  examined. 

Mr.  DAWSON  :  Is  not  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman aware  that  it  is  a  matter  of  a 
very  few  thou.sand  pounds  ? 

Mr.  COURTNEY :  No. 

Mr.  DAWSON :  Will  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman state  what  it  is,  if  he  knows  it? 

Mr.  COURTNEY  :  It  is  not  fair  to 
other  competitors  to  state  what  this 
diflerence  is. 

Mr.  GRAY  :  Is  it  the  fact  that  the 
competitors,  whoso  designs  are  now 
under  con.sideration,  are  Englishmen, 
and  that  the  competitor  whose  design 
has  been  set  aside  is  an  Irishman  ?  And 
more  particularly,  I  wish  to  ask  the  hon. 
Gontlonian,  whether  he  hopes  to  be  able 
to  state  tho  decision  of  the  Treasury  in 
thia  important  matter  before  the  House 
rises  ? 

Mb.  COURTNEY:  I  have  no  in- 
formation as  to  the  nationalities  of  tho 
competitors.  I  hope  the  examinations 
will  be  completed  in  time  to  announce 
them  to  Parliament. 

Mr.  DAWSON :  I  wish  to  ask  the 
hon.  Gentleman,  whether  it  is  not  the 
fact  that  this  question,  which  concerns 
the  education  of  the  Irish  people,  has 
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been,  for  the  eako  of  a  few  thousand 
pounds,  16  years  in  contemplation,  and 
has  not  yet  been  settled  ? 

Mr.  COUETNEY:  I  have  already 
told  the  hon.  Qontleman  that  it  is  not  a 
matter  of  a  few  thousand  pounds. 

Mb.  DAWSON  :  I  ask,  is  it  a  fact 
that  it  has  been  IG  years  in  contempla- 
tion by  the  Government  ? 

[No  reply.] 

SHIP  BROKER.\UE  (FRANCE). 

Mk.  CHARLES  PALMER  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether  ho  will  lay  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House  a  Return  of  the 
Correspondence  with  Shipping  Assot-ia- 
tions  and  Reports  from  the  British  Em- 
bassy at  Paris,  on  the  question  of  Ship 
Brokerage  in  France  (in  contimiation  of 
Parliamentary  Paper,  Commercial,  No. 
12,  1883)  ? 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE  : 
There  will  be  no  objection  to  lay  upon 
the  Table  the  Correspondence  to  which 
my  hon.  Friend  refers,  and  it  ■will  be  at 
once  prepared  for  publication. 

Mk.  CHAliLES  PALMER  asked, 
Whether  the  noble  Lord  would  state  that 
any  more  energetic  steps  would  be  taken 
to  bring  this  matter,  in  which  the  com- 
merce of  this  country  took  so  great  an 
interest,  to  a  Fati.sfactory  conclusion  ? 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE: 
I  can  hardly  admit  that  more  energetic 
■Steps  are  necessary,  because  these  nego- 
tiations have  been  carried  on  in  Paris 
by  Mr.  Crowe  with  great  ability.  No 
doubt  the  matter  is  one  of  importance. 
It  is  now  before  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  it  may  be  advisable,  if  no  satisfac- 
tory result  is  soon  annved  at,  to  take 
some  further  steps. 

METROPOLIS-STATE  OF  THE 
STREETS  AT  NIGHT. 
Mb.  SAMUEL  SMITH  (for  JIi-.  Ohop- 
tek)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  Whether  hisattention 
Las  been  drawn  to  remarks  made  at  a 
meeting  last  week  of  the  "  Central  Vigi- 
lance Committee,"  at  which  HisGraco  the 
Duke  of  Westminster  stated  that  the 
condition  of  certain  streets  of  the  Me- 
tropolis was  "  notoriously  scandalous 
and  disgraceful,"  for  utter  shamefulness 
' '  not  to  be  equalled  in  the  whole  world ; " 
that  tradesmen  "in  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal streets  "  live  under  what  is  really 
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"  a  Reign  of  Terror,"  and,  if  they  took 

"individual or  isolated  action," 

they  ■would  be  in  fear  of  being  boy- 
cotted ;  whether  the  powerlessness  of 
the  police  in  regard  to  this  nuisance  is 
owing  to  a  difference  of  opinion  on  the 
part  of  the  magistrates  in  regard  to  the 
evidence  necessary  to  support  convic- 
tions for  the  offence  specified  in  Sub- 
Section  II  of  2  &  3  Vict.  cap.  47,  sec, 
64  ;  and,  whether  it  may  not  be  possible 
to  obtain  a  consensus  of  magisterial 
opinion  on  this  point? 

Mu.  PULESTON  asked,  whether,  ia 
view  of  the  unfortunate  state  of  things 
arising  from  the  suspension  of  the  main 
provisions  of  the  Contagious  Diseases 
Act,  the  Government  would  not  restore 
those  provisions,  ponding  the  introduce 
tion  of  the  ]ong-2)rouiised  Bill  on  the 
subject  ? 

Mr.  ONSLOW  asked,  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  aware  of  the  extent 
to  which  innocent  j'oung  men  and  inno- 
cent old  men  were  accosted  by  females 
in  the  streets? 

Sir  WILLIAM  HAROOURT:  My 
attention  has  long  been  directed  to  this 
subject,  and  I  think  it  one  of  very  great 
importance.  I  am  glad  to  see,  by  the 
Que.stion  of  my  hon.  Friend  behind  ma 
(Mr.  S.  Smith),  that  he  attributes  a  great 
part  of  the  evil  to  the  helplessness  of  the 
police  in  the  matter.  That  is  entirely 
uiy  opinion.  I  believe  the  condition  of 
the  streets  will  never  be  made  what  it 
ought  to  be  unless  further  powers  are 
given  to  the  police,  as  in  Glasgow  and 
other  towns.  Clauses  to  that  efieot  were 
introduced  into  a  Bill  which  passed  tho 
House  of  Lords,  and  I  doeply  regret 
that  that  Bill  cannot  pass  into  law  this 
Session.  It  is  not  necessary  for  the  Go- 
vernment to  consider  the  question,  be- 
cause they  have  embodied  their  views  ia 
the  clauses  of  that  Bill.  I  am  glad  to 
see,  from  the  Questions  on  the  Paper, 
that  those  views  will  have  the  support 
of  the  Vigilance  Committee ;  and,  ■with 
their  support,  I  have  very  little  doubt 
that  the  Bill  will  pass  into  law,  and  will 
have  the  effect  desired. 

Sir  R.  ASSHETON  CROSS  said,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  expressed  the 
opmion  that  tho  police  ought  to  have 
further  powers.  Ho  entirely  agreed 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ;  and  he 
wished  to  ask,  whether  he  coidd  not  give 
effect  to  that  view  in  a  short  Bill  this 
Session  7 
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Sm  WILLIAM  HAEOOURT  said, 
ho  wished  he  could  tliink  that  a  short 
Bill  would  involve  a  short  discussion  on 
this  subject.  The  information  he  had 
on  that  point  hardly  encouraged  him  in 
such  a  hope.  Short  Bills  sometimes 
took  a  lon)^  time  in  passing. 

Mr.  PULESTON  said,  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  not  answered  his 
Question,  whether  something  could  not 
be  done  in  the  way  of  restoring  the  sua- 
pendc<l  powers  of  the  Acts  he  had  re- 
ferred to,  so  as  to  prevent  that  condition 
of  things  which  arose  from  the  with- 
drawal of  the  police? 

Sir  AVILLIAM  H.AROOUET  said, 
that  the  Government  did  not  propose  to 
do  anything  of  the  kind  referred  to. 
They  considered  thut  the  police  in  town-s 
hnd  ample  powers,  which  they  might 
put  into  operation  if  they  chose  so  to  do. 

Mr.  ARTIIUE  O'CONNOR  asked 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
aware  that  there  were  several  large 
establishments  in  which  the  girls  om- 
ployi'd  sk'pt  on  the  promises  five  nights 
iu  the  week,  but  were  not  allowed  to  do 
80  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  nights  ? 

SiH  WILLIAM  nARCOUET  said, 
ho  had  no  cognizance  of  that. 

Mb.  SAMUEL  SMITH  asked  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, Whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  following  extracts  from  a 
speech  made  by  the  Eight  honourable 
the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  at  the  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  "  Central  Vigilance  Com- 
mittee "  at  Willis's  Eooms  on  July  1 6th 
1884:— 

"  There  are  bundreils  and  thousands  of  poor 
girls,  us  honest,  good  girls  as  ever  lived,  cd- 
guged  in  thoir  daily  occupations  in  London  nt 

n     '■■' ^'rom  Ihcir  homps.     Often,   in   the 

v  11,   especially,  they  have  to  return 

h>>:  mrk,  and  they  aro  exposed  to  every 

form  of  temptation.  Unless  you  could  hear  from 
thfir  own  lips,  ns  far  as  they  dare  communicate 
it  to  you,  what  they  see  or  hear,  it  would  seem 
almost  too  monstrous  to  believe.  A  grentlemun 
cnl'  • '  ■•■  •■  Tne  the  other  day  who  had  been  in 
W.  I.     He  said  he  was  at  tho  head  of 

a  V  lirm,  and  he  had  in  his  establish- 

ment from  200  to  300  married  woman  and 
young  single  women.  Ho  said,  '  I  am  obliged 
oonstAntly  to  go  as  far  as  1  can  with  these 
women  when  they  leave  their  work  to  see  them 
safe  beyond  a  certain  point,  lic-eause  there  aro 
people  waiting  in  the  neighVioiirhood  for  the 
piirjiose  of  alluring  thoni  away,  and  perhaps 
indulging  their  horrid  inconceivable  taste  by 
pouring  the  most  lilthy  wickedness  into  the  ears 
of  theso  young  girls.'  That  is  the  case  with 
reference  to  one  large  establishment,  and  I  havo 
heard  it  with  regard  to  others.    If  you  want  to    rapidly  oa  possible. 


correct  the  evil  you  mnst  go  to  this  male  solici- 
tation, as  well  as  female  solicitation  (applause). 
You  must  create  a  strong  public  opinion,  which 
will  prevent  the  evil  practices  of  these  men, 
many  of  whom  are  in  a  decent  position  in 
society,  and  have  ample  means.  You  must  pre- 
vent theso  men  going  out  night  by  night  aa 
they  do,  indulging  their  beastly  proclivities, 
and  corrupting  and  dishonouring  society  to  the 
utmost  extent  possible.  You  must  know  that 
uircunistunees  have  very  much  altered  now  in 
respect  to  tho  work  of  theso  young  women, 
who,  as  I  say,  have  to  work  some  two  or  three 
miles  away  from  their  homes.  A  short  time 
ago  the  hours  of  labour  were  very  much  limited, 
in  some  of  the  workshops,  and  they  managed 
to  get  home  in  decent  time,  but  now,  by  the 
permission  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the 
view  to  the  relief  of  certain  trades,  the  hours 
of  labour  are  so  prolonged  that  many  of  these 
poor  girls  cannot  leave  their  workshops  until 
nine  or  ten  o'clock  nt  night.  Then  they  have 
perhaps  three  or  four  miles  to  go  from  their 
work  to  their  homos.  What  they  say  is,  '  so 
long  as  we  can  keep  together  we  aro  tolerably 
safe,  but  the  time  comes  when  wo  must  separata 
to  go  In  dilTerent  directions  to  our  homes,  and 
tliat  is  the  time  when  we  are  exposed  to  theso 
annoyances,  too  dreadful  to  describe.'  That  \» 
tho  state  of  things  in  our  streets  ;  " 

and,  whether  he  is  prepared  to  consider, 
during  the  recess,  some  remedy  for  this 
deplorable  state  of  things  ? 

SiK  WILLIAM  HARCOUET  said,  he 
thought  he  had  substantially  answered 
the  Uuestion  ab-oady. 

AR51Y— lU-RRIED  SOLDIEHa'  QUAR- 
TERS AT  WOOLWICH. 
Babon  henry  DE  worms  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  with 
reference  to  his  statement  that  the  over- 
crowding of  the  married  soldiers'  quar- 
ters in  the  Cambridge  Cottages  at 
Woolwich  would  at  once  be  remedied, 
Whether  it  is  the  fact  that,  although 
negoti.itions  havo  taken  place  for  renting 
sixteen  houses,  in  order  to  afford  proper 
occommodation  for  the  maiTied  soldiers, 
no  result  has  been  arrived  at,  and  the 
overcrowding  still  continues,  causing 
much  inconvenience  and  danger  to  the 
health  of  tho  troops  and  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  adjacent  districts  ? 

The  Marquess  of  HAETINGTON: 
Authority  has  been  given  to  the  General 
Officer  Commanding  at  Woolwich  to  hire 
cottages  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the 
married  soldiers'  quarters  ;  but  it  is  ne- 
cessary that  the  sanitary  conditions  of 
the  cottages  should  be  carefully  exa- 
mined before  they  arc  actually  taken 
over.  This  inspection,  and  the  conse- 
quent repairs,    will    be  pushed  on  m 
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POST  OFFICE— THE  TELEPHONE 
COMPANIES. 

Me.  JACOB  BEIGHT  asked  the  Poat- 
maeter  General,  When  he  will  be  able 
to  return  an  answer  to  the  Telephone 
Companies  in  regard  to  matters  in  dis- 
cussion between  them  and  the  Post  Office 
Department  ? 

Mr.  FAWCETT  :  The  United  Tele- 
phone Company  and  its  aiBliated  Com- 
panies have  submitted  to  me  three  dif- 
ferent proposals,  the  consideration  of 
which  involyes  many  complicated  and 
difficult  details ;  and  I  am  sure  it  is  of 
great  importance  that  these  proposals 
should  be  carefully  considered  in  all 
their  bearings.  I  have  personally  de- 
voted all  the  time  to  their  investigation 
I  could  spare,  but  have  not  yet  been 
able  to  complete  it.  I  may  add  that 
from  four  other  licensed  Companies  I 
have  not  received  any  statement ;  but  I 
have  informed  them  that  if  they  do  not 
at  once  furnish  me  with  one,  I  must  de- 
cide without  having  their  views  before 
me.  Although  I  cannot  fix  the  precise 
day,  I  can  but  repeat  the  promise  that 
there  shall  be  no  unnecessary  delay ;  and 
I  can  assure  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Jacob 
Bright)  that  no  one  can  be  more  anxious 
than  I  am  that  the  question  should  be 
speedily  settled. 

Mb.  GEAY  asked  whether  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  expected  that  his 
decision  would  be  pronounced  be- 
fore the  Post  Office  Estimates  were 
taken  ? 

Mb.  FAWCETT  said,  he  should  do 
everything  he  could  to  speedily  arrive 
at  a  decision ;  but  he  felt  that  the  in- 
terest not  only  of  the  Post  Office  and 
the  public,  but  of  the  Telephone  Com- 

Sanies  themselves,  required  that  that 
ecision  should  not  be  a  hasty  one ;  and, 
therefore,  he  should  not  like  to  give  the 
hon.  Member  a  pledge. 

Mb.  GEAY  said,  that  on  Monday  he 
would  address  a  Question  on  the  subject 
to  the  Prime  Minister.  He  would  ask 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
aware  that  a  question  was  in  dispute  as 
to  the  respective  rights  of  this  House 
and  of  a  Government  Department  to 
override  the  House's  decision  ? 

POST  OFFICE  (IRELAND)— THE  MAILS 
IN  CAVAN. 
Mb.  BIGGAE  asked  the  Postmaster 
general,  Is  it  a  fact  that  in  the  town  of 


Cavan  the  mail  closes  at  six  o'clock  in 
the  evening,  although  the  train  which 
carries  it  on  does  not  start  from  Clones, 
twelve  miles  distant,  until  fifteen  mi- 
nutes past  nine  p.m.  in  consequence  of 
the  bags  from  Cavan  being  now  sent,  as 
they  were  a  century  ago,  by  a  one-horse 
car  taking  two  and  a-half  hours  to  make 
the  journey,  although  there  is  direct 
communication  between  both  towns  by 
rail  which  could  be  accomplished  in 
twenty  minutes ;  is  it  also  a  fact  that  by . 
this  arrangement  the  towns  of  Arva, 
Killeshandra,  Ballynagh,  and  Carri- 
gallen  have  to  post  their  evening  letters 
in  the  middle  of  the  day,  from  three  to 
half- past  three  o'clock  p.m.,  several 
other  minor  offices  in  the  district  being 
also  equally  inconvenienced ;  whether, 
within  the  past  two  years,  the  Town 
Commissioners  of  Cavan,  and  represen- 
tative meetings  of  merchants,  traders, 
bankers,  and  other  inhabitants  of  the 
different  towns  mentioned,  have  not 
by  memorials  pointed  out  this  great 
grievance  more  than  once  to  him, 
and  requested  a  remedy ;  his  reply 
being,  in  one  case,  that  the  Eail- 
way  Company  for  this  short  journey 
claimed  an  exorbitant  price ;  and  in  the 
other,  that  the  matter  "  would  have  at- 
tention ; "  whether  it  is  not  a  fact  that  a 
train  arrives  from  Dublin  and  the  west 
at  eight  p.m.  each  evening,  by  which 
passengers  cannot  proceed  further  be- 
cause of  the  breach  in  the  service  at  this 
point ;  and,  whether  it  is  in  the  power 
of  the  Government  to  compel  the  Great 
Northern  Eailway  Company  to  supply 
this  great  public  service  by  running  a 
train  from  Cavan  at  a  quarter-past 
eight  p.m.,  for  mails  and  passengers,  at 
a  reasonable  price,  in  connection  with 
the  arrival  of  the  Midland  Great  Western 
train  each  evening,  there  being  no  diffi- 
culty in  arranging  for  the  return  morn- 
ing service,  a  train  being  already  run- 
ning, which,  by  a  slight  attention  to 
time,  can  be  utilized  for  this  pvir- 
pose? 

Mr.  FAWCETT :  It  is  the  fact  that 
the  night  mail  between  Cavan  and  Clones 
is  conveyed  by  cars,  there  being  no 
existing  trains  at  hours  suitable  for  the 
mail  service.  I  will  have  further  inquiry 
made  as  to  the  possibility  of  coming  to 
some  arrangement  with  the  Eailway 
Company;  but  unless  the  trains  could 
be  utilized  for  ordinary  traffic  I  fear  the 
cost  of  nxnning  them  specially  for  the 
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inails  would  bo  greater  than  the  corro- 
sponclence  for  the  district  affected  would 
warrant. 

POST  OFFICE  (IRELAND)— THE  LETTER 
CARRIER  BETWEEN  BALLYUONNELL 
AND  DERRYLIX. 

Mn.  BIGOAE  asked  the  Postmaster 
General,  Whether  it  is  a  fact  that  a  few 
months  ago  a  person  named  M 'Mullen, 
wlio  acted  as  letter-carrier  between 
BoUyoonuell  and  Derrylin,  committed 
several  breaches  of  trust  in  opening  let- 
ters containinjc  cheques,  coin,  etc. ;  whe- 
ther, since  M'Mullen  absconded,  a  per- 
son named  M'Garvoy  has  for  three 
months  perfonneJ  the  duties;  whether 
there  wus  any  cause  of  complaint 
against  M'Garvoy ;  and,  whether  it  is 
now  proposed  to  givo  the  appoiutoieut 
to  a  brother  of  the  former  employe 
M-MuUeu? 

Mit.  FAWCETT:  In  reply  to  the 
hon.  Member's  Question,  I  bog  to  say 
that  George  M'Mullen,  the  postman  re- 
ferred to,  was  employed  under  an  ailow- 
nnco  to  the  sub-jjostmastor  of  Bally- 
connell  to  provide  for  the  work,  and  that 
his  services  were  dispensed  with  in  con- 
sequence of  his  not  performing  it  satis- 
factorily. The  suspiiion  which  had  pre- 
viously fallen  on  M'Mullen  of  tampering 
with  letters  was  not  the  cause  of  his 
losing  his  situation.  M'Garvey  has 
been  employed  by  the  sub-postmaster  as 
a  temporary  aiTangomont  only,  pending 
the  appointment  of  a  permaueut  post- 
man in  M'MuJlen's  place.  "William 
M'Mullen,  who  has  been  nomiuuled 
and  who  is  about  to  be  appointed,  was 
strongly  recommended.  ISo  far  as  1  am 
able  to  ascertain  he  bears  a  very  good 
character,  and  I  do  not  think  that  the 
fact  of  his  brother's  performing  his  work 
unsatisfactorily  ought  to  stand  in  his 
way. 

In  reply  to  a  further  Question  from 
Mr.  BiooAB, 

Mr.  FAAVCETT  said,  he  did  not 
know  whether  the  two  brothers  had 
lived  in  the  same  house  ;  but,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  misconduct  of  one  brother, 
he  made  special  inquiries  as  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  younger  brother,  and  people 
in  the  neighbourhood  informed  him 
there  was  nothing  whatever  against  his 
conduct. 


ARMY    (AUXILIARY    FORCES)— 
IIILITIA  OFFICERS. 

8m  FEEDEEICK  MILNEE  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  Whe- 
ther it  is  a  fact  that  there  are  792  vacan- 
cies for  OfRcers  in  the  Militia,  and  that 
some  EegimenU  want  more  than  half 
their  establishment  of  Officers ;  and, 
whether,  under  these  circumstances,  the 
rule  will  be  enforced  by  which  Officers 
are  retired  under  the  age  douse,  par- 
ticularly in  Regiments  where  the  forced 
retirement  of  Officers  would  cause  an- 
other vacancy  ? 

The  Marquess  op  HAETINOTON: 
The  actual  vacancies  for  officers  of 
Militia  amount  to  795;  and  in  11  regi- 
ments the  vacancies  amount  to  half  the 
number  of  officers.  As  regards  the  forced 
retirement  of  Militia  officers,  I  can  only 
repeat  the  answer  I  gave  on  the  16th 
June  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Clare  (Mr. 
O'Shea)— 

"  Undor  the  Regulations  now  in  foroe  lioU'* 
tenant-coloncia  rotiro  nt  66,  majora  and  cap- 
tains itt  SO  years  of  age ;  liut  in  all  cn.soa  oSicara 
aro  permitted,  on  tlie  reoommandatidii  of  the 
licnoral  Officer  commanding,  to  serve  five  years 
longer.  Having  riigard  to  tho  efUcienoy  of  the 
service  and  the  maintenance  of  a  fair  flow  of 
promotion,  it  would  not,  in  my  opinion,  be 
dcairable  to  suspend  these  RegulationH." 

I  nm  not  aware  of  any  present  reasoa 
for  changing  the  opinion  I  then  ex- 
pressed. This  serious  deficiency  is,  how- 
ever, under  the  consideration  of  tlie  De- 
partment, with  n  view  to  the  suggestion 
of  some  remedy  if  pos.sible. 

S:u  FEEDEEICK  MILNEE  asked 
whether  it  was  worth  while  to  spend  so 
much  money  on  the  Militia  if  they  were 
not  to  he  mointained  in  an  efficient 
state  ? 

[No  reply.] 

LAW  AND  POLICE-AHMED  BURGLARS. 
Sir  FEEDEEICK  MILNEE  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  Whether,  in  view  of  the 
dastardly  outrages  recently  committed 
by  armed  burglars,  he  will  consider  tho 
advisobility  of  immediately  introducing 
a  fhort  Bill,  giving  tho  Judges  power, 
on  conviction,  in  nil  cases  where  wea- 
pons, dangerous  or  destructive  to  human 
life  have  heen  used,  or,  (if  thought  ad- 
visable) where  they  have  been  found  on 
the  person  of  the    bnrglor,   to  order 
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tiogglug,  in  addition  <o  tho  punishment 
already  provided ;  and,  whether  the 
punishment  of  floge:ing  has  been  found 
to  have  a  most  salutary  and  deterrent 
effect,  in  cases  of  garotting  and  ro1>bery 
•with  violence  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  HAECOUBT :  Sir, 
this  is  a  matter  which  has  often  bcon 
considered,  and  a  great  deal  is  to  be 
said  on  both  sides  ;  but  I  would  rather 
not  commit  myself  to  an  opinion  in  tho 
negative.  Certainly,  the  last  time  when 
it  was  proposed  to  extend  to  various 
offences  the  punishment  of  flogging, 
the  opinion  of  Parliament  was  decidedly 
adverse. 
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brought  to  a  standstill,  and  great  incon- 
venience thereby  sustained  by  the  re- 
fusal of  two  magistrates  to  take  their 
seats  on  tho  Bench,  although  they  were 
within  the  building  at  tho  time ;  and, 
whether,  if  this  allegation  is  true,  he 
will,  cither  himself  or  through  the  Lord 
Chaucellor,  convey  to  these  gentlemen 
his  disapproval  of  their  conduct  ? 

Sin  WILLIAM  HAECODKT:  Before 
I  take  any  official  action,  I  should  have 
more  authentic  information  of  the  matter 
than  is  contained  in  a  newspaper  para- 
graph. When  tho  circumstances  are 
brought  before  me,  then  I  shall  see 
what  should  be  done. 


GIBRALTAR  AND   SPAIN— EXPDL8I0N 
OF  SPANISH  SUBJECTS. 

Mb.  WODE house  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 
Whether  the  statement  reported  to  have 
been  made  by  the  Spanish  Home  Minis- 
ter, in  the  Spanish  Senate,  that  5,000 
Spaniards  had  been  expelled  from  Gib- 
raltar in  retaliation  for  the  measures 
adopted  by  tho  Spanish  Government  to 
prevent  an  invasioa  of  cholera,  is  cor- 
rect ? 

Mr.  EVELYN  ASHLEY:  No,  Sir; 
tho  action  taken  by  the  Gibraltar  Go- 
vernment was  in  nowise  one  of  retalia- 
tion, but  one  of  necessity.  There  would 
have  been,  and  is,  no  objection  to  admit 
the  Spaniards  as  usual,  did  the  Spanish 
Government  allow  them  to  return  each 
night  to  Linea.  This,  however,  the 
Spanish  ofllcials  will  not  allow.  They 
have,  therefore,  been  kept  out,  as,  if 
once  admitted,  they  would  not  be  al- 
lowed to  return  to  Spanish  ten-itory,  and 
the  Government  of  Gibraltar  would  be 
compelled  to  lodge,  feod,  and  employ 
these  aliens,  and  in  the  event  of  a  visita- 
tion of  cholera  would  find  tho  city,  which 
is  already  crowded,  saddled  with  the  ad- 
dition of  thousands  of  Spanish  subjects. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (ENGLAND  AND 

WALES)— ISLE   OF   WIGHT 

PETTY  SESSIONS. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  MORLEY  (for  Mr. 
Seely)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Homo  Department,  Whether  his  at- 
tention has  been  called  to  a  paragraph 
in  the  JJampthin  Independtiit  of  the  16th 
instant,  which  states  tliat,  on  the  pre- 
ceding Saturday,  the  whole  business  of 
the  Isle  of  Wight  Petty  Sessions  was 

Sir  Frederick  Milner 


EGYPT- THE  CONFERENCE. 

Sir  H.  DRUMMONI)  WOLFF  asked 
the  Prime  Minister,  Whether  the  labours 
of  the  Conference  had  arrived  at  such  a 
point  that  he  could  inform  the  llouse 
whether  applicaiion  was  likely  to  be 
made  to  Parliamefit  to  sanction  any 
official  arrangement? 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  No,  Sir;  I  can- 
not  give  any  information  at  present. 
The  Conference  met  to-day,  and  meets 
again  on  Monday.  I  cannot  say  posi^ 
tively,  but  I  am  not  without  hope,  that 
after  that  mfeting  on  Monday  I  may  be 
able  to  give  more  definite  information 
on  the  subject. 

ABYSSINIA— THE  TREATY. 

Mb.  M'COAN  said,  he  wished  to  ask 
a  Question  as  to  tho  non-appearance  of 
tho  Abyssinian  Treaty.  The  other  docu- 
ments were  published  that  morning,  but 
the  actual  Treaty  was  not.  When  would 
it  nppour  ? 

IX.RD  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE, 
in  reply,  said,  he  believed  that  Paper 
would  be  distributed  in  the  course  of  the 
day. 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    BOARD    (IRE- 
LAND)—MR,  J.  D.   ELLIOTT,   RATE 
COLLECTOR  FOR  TUE  BLACKROCK 
TOWNSHIP  COMMISSIONERS. 
Mb.  SEXTON :    I   wish   to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  in  reference  to  the  debate 
which  took  place  in  Committee  of  Supply 
on  Tuesday  evening,  during  which  cer- 
tain  jiledges  were  given  by  tho  right 
hou.  Gentleman,  If  he  can  now  inform 
the  House  whether  tho  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  havo  arrived  at  any  deci- 
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sion  ;  and,  if  bo,  what  decieion,  aa  to 
the  further  employinent  of  Bate  Collector 
Elliutt  ? 

Mb.  TREVELYAN  :  Sir,  the  follow- 
ing letter  has  been  received  l>y  tlio 
Under  Secretary  from  the  Blackvock 
Town  Commissioners : — 

"  Blackrock  Township,  Sccrotan''9  Office, 
Town  HsU,  Blackrock,  July  23,  18'84.— Sir,— 
In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  13th  ultimo,  I  am 
directed  hy  tho  Commissioners  of  Blsckrock  to 
itiitc,  for  the  iufurinalion  of  His  Excellency  the 
Lord  Ijieutennnt,  that  the  reason  which  led 
the  Coramisiioners  to  renlizo  tho  scciiritios  given 
by  Mr.  Elliott  at  the  time  of  his  appointment 
wiu  as  follows  : — Finding  the  rates  much  in 
UTvnr,  tho  Commissioners  called  on  Mr.  Elliott 
for  au  explanation.  Uc  at  once  informed  them 
that  relying  upon  tho  practice  which  had  existed 
ever  siuce  Blackrock  became  a  township — 
namely,  that  a  ])eriod  of  two  years  was  allowed 
to  tho  collector  for  the  collection  of  tho  rates, 
he  had  retained  in  his  hands  money  belonging 
to  the  Commissionera  which  he  had  coUuctod 
and  WHS  then  unable  to  pay  thom  in  cash.  He 
made  a  full  disclosuro  of  tho  sums  so  retained, 
and  handed  over  to  tho  Commissioners  house 
property,  which  they  have  reason  to  believe 
will,  together  with  tho  securities  referred  to, 
cover  the  amount,  and  they  obtained  from  him 
additional  securities  to  replace  those  realized, 
and  to  provide  for  his  punctuality  in  future.  I  am 
directed  to  add  that  the  Commissioners  have,  of 
course,  altered  this  vicious  system  of  collection 
which  Ic'd  to  these  irregiilurities. —  1  have  tlio 
honour  to  be.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant,  J.  -M. 
PouTEn,  Secretary.  To  the  Right  Hon.  ii.  O. 
Trcvelyan,  M.P.,  Chief  Secretary  (or  Irobiod." 

The  Irish  Government  and  tho  Local 
Ouvernment  Board  have  uo  doubt  what- 
ever that  Mr.  Elliott  ought  to  be  re- 
moved from  his  oHico.  This  can  bo  done 
at  once  by  issuing  a  iSealed  Order, 
under  the  33rd  section  of  the  1  &  2 
Vict.,  0.  66  ;  but  the  Board  of  Guardians 
might  complain  of  such  a  mode  of  deal- 
ing with  one  of  their  officers  without 
communicating  first  with  them.  The 
Board  of  Guardians  will  accordingly  be 
requested  at  their  next  meeting  to  call 
upon  Elliott  to  resign,  and  to  inform 
him  that  the  Local  Government  Board 
Las  determined  not  to  allow  him  to  re- 
tain a  position  of  trust  in  the  Poor  Law, 
and  that  they  will  be  prepared,  under 
the  section  above  referred  to,  to  remove 
Liin  if  he  does  not  resign.  1  am  sorry 
to  make  what  would  otherwise  be  a  pre- 
mature statement ;  but  considering  that 
the  Blackrock  Town  Commissioners  have 

f)ractitolly  refrained  from  an.'*wering  our 
etter  from  tho  13th  June  to  the  23rd 
JiUVt  nud  then  ouly  did  it  under  pres- 
sure, 1  should  hardly  be  justified  in 
taking  any  other  course,  and  therefore 


I  think  Parliament  is  entitled  to  hear, 
at  thi>  earliost  moment,  our  decision. 

MUNICIPAL  ELECTIONS  (CORRUPT 

AND  ILLEGAL  PRACTICES) 

BILL. 

Mk.  GLADSTONE:  I  wish  to  state, 
for  the  convenience  of  the  House,  that 
we  are  desirous  of  going  forward  with 
the  Municipal  Elections  (Corrupt  and 
Illegal  Practices)  Bill;  and  I  shall 
therefore  ask  the  House  to  go  out  of 
Committee  soon  after  half-past  H  this 
evening. 

Mr.  gray  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  whether  it  is  still  in* 
tended  to  proceed  with  the  Medical  Act 
Amendment  Bill  7 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  I  hope  to  be 
able  to  state  that  to-morrow. 

Sir  STAFFORD  NORTHOOTE: 
The  Bill  is  down  for  Monday. 

Mh.  GLiVDSTONE  :  Yes;  but  I  hope 
to  be  able  to  state  the  intentions  of  the 
Government  regarding  it  to-moiTOW. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

ULSTEU  C.VNAL   AND   TYRONE  NAVI- 

UATION  BILL.-[Bii.L  2«.] 

(Mr.  Coiiiliiei/,  3Ii:  Herbert  Gladttoiie.) 

BILL     UEF£ItR£D     TO     SELECT     COSIMITTEE. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  ho  had  to  in- 
form tho  House  that  he  had  two  altera- 
tions to  make  in  reference  to  this  Bill. 
The  first  was  simply  a  Resolution, 
authorizing  the  insertion  of  money 
olauses.  That  was  a  matter  of  course. 
The  other  matter  was — it  had  been 
found  that  the  Bill  must  be  referred  to 
a  mixed  Committee — three  Members  to 
bo  nominated  by  the  House,  and  two  by 
the  Committee  of  Selection.  Ho  should, 
therefore,  projwse  to  discharge  the  Order 
for  Committee  on  next  Monday,  and 
move  that  it  be  referred  to  this  Hybrid 
Oommittee.  It  would  not  prejudice  tho 
important  provision  asked  for  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Monaghan  (Mr. 
Healy) — prohibiting  the  sale  of  the 
Canal  to  any  Railway  Company — as  to 
which  ho  hoped  to  be  able  to  arrange 
satisfactorily. 

Mr.  HE:VLY  asked  if  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman would  give  any  assurance  as  to 
who  the  Members  of  the  Committee 
would  be,  or  would  this  proposal  in  any 
way  withdraw  from  the  House  the  power 
of  Ameadment  ? 
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Mb.  COURTNEY,  in  reply,  said,  that 
when  the  Bill  bad  been  reported  from 
the  Committee  it  would  be  competont 
for  the  House  to  recommit  it.  As  the 
number  of  the  Committee  was  so  small, 
no  assurance  could  be  given  as  to  who 
the  Members  would  be. 


Serrice  Etttmafes, 
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Order  for  Committee  upon  Monday 
next  read,  and  ditchargtd. 

Bill  referred  to  a  Select  Committee  o^ 
Five  Members,  Three  to  be  nominated 
by  the  House  and  Two  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Selection. 

Ordtred,  That  all  Petitions  against  the  Bill 
presented  two  clear  days  before  the  meeting 
of  the  Committee  be  referred  to  the  Committeo ; 
that  the  Petitioners  praying  to  bo  heard  by 
themselves,  their  Counsel,  or  Agentfl,  ho  heard 
against  the  Bill,  and  Counsel  heard  in  support 
of  the  Bill : — Powor  to  send  for  persons,  papers, 
and  records ;  Three  to  be  the  quorum. 

SUPPLY— CIVIL  SERVICE  ESTIMATES. 

Supply — eotuidered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Class  III. — Law  and  Justice. 

(!.■)  £105,704,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  Criminal  Prosecutions,  Sheriffs'  Ex- 
penses, &c. 

Mr.  west  said,  he  wished  to  coU 
attention  to  a  matter  which  properly 
arose  under  this  Vote.  lu  the  first  place, 
ho  thought  there  ought  to  bo  a  diminu- 
tion in  the  amouut  of  the  Vote,  seeinj? 
that  tliere  had  been  a  considerable  dimi- 
nution of  crime  in  the  country  during 
the  last  few  years ;  and  he  thought,  if 
certain  steps  were  token,  which  ho  in- 
tended to  point  out,  the  amount  of  the 
Vote  might  bo  still  further  reduced.  Tlio 
Committee  would  be  aware  that,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  recent  decision  which 
they  had  come  to  among  themselves,  the 
Judges  now  thought  it  their  duty,  when 
on  Circuit,  to  deliver  the  gaols  of  all  the 
Sessions'  prisoners  who  might  be  iu 
prison  at  the  time  they  went  on  Circuit. 
The  operation  of  that  rule  had,  no  doubt, 
Tory  considerably  increased  the  expenso 
to  which  the  country  was  put  in  connec- 
tion with  criminal  prosecutions  ;  and  he 
would  ask  his  hou.  Friend  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasurj'  (Mr.  Courtney)  to 
state,  if  he  was  able  to  do  so,  what  tho 
ditfeieuce  was  in  the  average  charge 
of  cases  tried  at  the  Assizes  as  com- 
pared with  those  tried  at  Sessions.  The 
wa^  in    which  the  new  rule  operated 


was  this.  When  a  Judge  went  into  an 
Assize  town  —  and  he  might  mention 
Manchester,  be<iause,  as  hon.  Members 
knew,  he  was  connected  with  the  admi- 
nistration of  justice  in  that  city,  and, 
therefore,  was  acquainted  with  what  oc- 
curred there,  although  he  had  no  doubt 
that  the  same  thing  occurred  in  other 
towns — when  a  Judge  went  into  Man- 
cliester,  whether  the  number  of  prisoners 
in  gaol  was  large  or  small,  he  had  to 
try  them  all,  and  tho  practice  involved 
a  considerably  increased  charge  under 
the  present  rule,  although  he  was  not 
aware  what  the  actual  increase  of  ex- 
pense was.  His  opinion,  however,  ■was 
that  the  cost  of  tho  trial  of  prisoners  at 
Assizes  was  almost  double  the  cost  of 
trial  at  Sessions.  It  was  obvious  that 
it  must  be  so.  The  Assize  fees  were 
heavier  than  those  at  Sessions,  and 
the  witnesses,  both  for  and  against 
the  prisoners,  were  engaged  for  a 
much  longer  time.  There  was  another 
matter  which  he  thought  deserved  the 
attention  of  tho  Committee,  and  it  waa 
this — even  tho  innovation  to  which  he 
objected  did  not  involve  alone  an  in- 
creased expense  to  tho  Imperial  Exche- 
quer, but  it  also  inflicted  a  very  gfrent 
hardship  upon  prisoners.  He  would 
give,  as  an  illustration,  a  case  which  oc- 
curred the  other  day,  and  which  hap- 
pened over  and  over  again.  By  the 
practice  which  the  Judges  adopted  of 
trying  all  these  prisoners  at  the  Assizes, 
accompanied  by  the  power  they  pos- 
sessed of  trying  them  at  a  central  sta- 
tion, prisoners  were  frequently  taken 
from  very  long  distances  to  the  Assize 
towns,  and  it  was  often  very  difficult 
for  them  to  bring  up  their  witnesses. 
The  other  day,  under  this  arrangement, 
a  prisoner  was  sent  from  Barrow-in- 
Furness  all  the  way  to  Manchester  to  be 
tried.  It  appeared  to  him  (Mr.  West) 
that  it  was  a  very  great  hardship  upon 
the  prisoner,  even  if  he  were  guilty — for 
he  was  only  a  boy,  and  sentenced  to  a  few 
days'  imprisonment — to  be  tried  in  an- 
other and  a  distinct  Division  of  the 
county  of  Loncoster,  after  having  been 
sent,  on  a  charge  of  committing  some 
trifling  offence,  all  tho  way  from  Barrow- 
in-Furness  to  Manchester,  a  distance  of 
more  than  70  miles.  If  he  wished  to 
call  witnosaes,  how  could  he  bring  them 
up,  when  they  might  have  to  remain  in 
Manchester  for  a  week  or  1 0  days  before 
the  trial  camo  off  ?    These  wore  difficult 
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ties  wliioh  arose  from  tho  now  praoticp 
which  had  been  adopted  Ijy  the  Judges. 
He  was  not  complaiuing  of  the  Judges 
at  all,  nor  would  he  Bay  that,  under  tho 
present  system  of  administering  the  law, 
they  were  not  right  in  what  tbey  did. 
But  the  evil  of  which  ho  complained  was 
a  great  one ;  and  ha  could  not  help 
thinking  that  tho  Oovornment  and  the 
House  of  OommonH  ought  to  look  into 
the  matter,  and  devise  some  remedy  for 
a  state  of  things  that  ought  not  to  be 
allowed  to  continue.  The  gentlemen 
serving  upon  the  jury  wove  also  com- 
plaining of  the  fact  that  the  duty  of  try- 
ing such  offences  was  thrown  upon  them  ; 
and  that  was  not  all.  The  Judges  them- 
selves who  had  adopted  this  new  practice 
were  frequently  found  making  public 
declarations  that  a  gi-oat  hardship  was 
thrown  upon  them  when  they  were 
called  upon  to  try  such  cases.  He, 
therefore,  could  not  help  thinking  that 
some  remedy  ought  to  be  considered 
and,  if  possible,  adopted  ;  for,  as  the 
matter  went  on,  it  would  become  more 
and  more  important.  It  was  known 
that  the  Judges  had  latoly  entered  into 
a  bargain  with  the  Treasury  as  to  the 
scale  upon  which  they  wore  to  be  paid 
their  Circuit  expenses.  What  that  bar- 
gain was  he  did  not  know ;  but  ho  hoped 
to  hear  something  about  it  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  tho  present  Vote.  K  the 
newspapers  were  right,  the  public  were 
given  to  understand  that  the  expenses  of 
the  Judges  during  the  time  they  were 
on  Circuit  were  to  be  paid  by  the  A&y. 
He  was  afraid  that  the  tendency  of  that 
arrangement  would  be  to  throw  a  good 
deal  of  unnecessary  work  upjn  the 
Judges.  He  was  not  prepared  to  say 
that  the  Chairmen  of  Court  of  Quarter 
Sessions  or  tho  Recorders  would  shirk 
their  own  part  of  the  duty ;  but  where 
there  were  a  body  of  men  paid  for  the 
discharge  of  certain  duties,  and  another 
body  either  not  paid  at  all,  or  at  a  very 
diminished  rate,  somehow  or  other  the 
paid  body  very  generally  got  a  larger 
share  of  the  work  than  the  unpaid  body. 
Whether  that  would  be  the  result  in 
this  case  he  was  unable  to  say ;  but 
such  a  scheme  would  tend  towards  an 
increase  of  the  duties  of  the  Judges; 
and  on  the  ])nrt  of  the  Chairmen  of 
the  Courts  of  Quarter  .Sessions  and 
the  Recorders  there  would  be  no  in- 
disposition to  allow  the  Judges  to  do  a 
little  more  of  tho  work,  so  that  those 


who  were  not  quite  so  well  paid  for  it 
might  do  a  little  less.  He  hoped  his 
hon.  Friend  the  Secretary  to  tho  Trea- 
sury would  be  able  to  tell  the  Committeo 
what  was  the  difference  in  the  average 
cost  of  trying  cases  at  the  Sessions  and 
at  the  Assizes.  Ho  further  trusted  that 
his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  tho  Attorney 
General  (Sir  Henry  James)  would  be 
able  to  hold  out  some  hope  that  a  remedy 
would  bo  applied  to  this  undoubted  evil, 
both  in  regard  to  the  juries,  the  public, 
and  the  Judges  themselves. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  he  would 
leave  it  to  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
tho  Attorney  Qonernl  to  reply  to  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  (Mr.  West;  upon 
the  legal  aspect  of  the  case,  while  he  him- 
self (Mr.  Courtney)  would  only  deal  with 
thu  financial  part  of  it ;  and  lie  was 
afraid  that,  even  upon  that  point,  he 
was  able  to  give  lus  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  very  little  information.  The 
present  system  had  only  been  in  opera- 
tion for  little  more  than  a-year  ;  and, 
consequently,  there  was  not  much  ex- 
perience to  go  upon.  Further  experi- 
ence, therefore,  was  needed,  in  order  to 
ascertain  how  it  would  work.  The  only 
way  in  which  the  financial  effect  could 
be  ascertained  would  bo  by  comparison 
with  the  relative  number  of  prisoners 
tried  at  the  Se.'Ssions  and  at  the  As.sizos, 
and  thou  comparing  the  average  cost  at 
tho  Sessions  with  what  the  cost  of  trying 
prisoners  at  the  Assizes  was,  together 
with  the  length  of  the  sittings. 

Mn.  WEST  said,  he  did  not  wish  to 
trouble  his  hon.  Friend  with  tho  average 
expense  ;  but  what  he  would  like  to 
get  at  was  the  difference  between  the 
cost  of  trials  at  thu  Sessions  and  at  the 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  he  was  afraid 
he  was  not  in  possession  of  the  figures 
which  his  hon.  Friend  asked  for,  Tho 
actual  cost  of  trials  might  depend  very 
much  upon  various  circumstances.  For 
instance,  there  was  the  case,  to  which 
his  hon.  Friend  had  referred,  in  which 
a  prisoner  had  been  sent  from  Ban-ow- 
in-Furness  for  trial  in  Manchester.  It 
was  a  very  diffic\ilt  matter  to  asoertaiu 
the  cost  of  a  trial,  seeing  that  a  pri- 
soner might  be  detained  at  the  Assizes 
for  a  much  longer  time  before  his  trial 
came  on  than  he  would  be  at  the  Ses- 
sions. He  would  endeavour  to  ascertain 
whether  any  calculation  of  this  kind 
could  be  made. 
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The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Henry  James)  said,  he  could  only  state, 
in  reference  to  the  legal  portion  of  the 
matter,  that,  as  far  as  he  was  personally 
concerned,  he  was  in  favour  of  remitting 
the  trial  of  all  smaller  classes  of  offences 
to  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions.  He 
saw  no  reason  why  thej'  should  not  be 
tried  there,  instead  of  being  sent  to  the 
Assizes.  It  was  most  important,  not 
only  in  regard  to  the  e.xpense,  but  in 
consideration  of  the  other  important 
functions  the  Judges  had  to  perform, 
that  their  time  should  not  be  unneces- 
sarily wasted  in  the  trial  of  trivial 
offences  on  Circuit.  At  present  tliei*e 
were  four  Assizes,  instead  of  the  two 
they  had  formerly ;  and  if  the  trials  at 
the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  took 
place  immediately  before  the  trials  at 
the  Assizes,  the  duties  of  the  Judges 
might  be  relieved.  If  that  were  not  so, 
prisoners  might  be  left  over  for  trial 
for  a  considerable  period. 

Sir  R.  ASSIIETON  CROSS  said,  he 
thought  the  suggestion  was  worth  con- 
Bideration  whether,  if  there  were  four 
Assizes  in  the  year,  as  he  hoped  there 
always  would  bo  now,  the  holding  of 
the  Quarter  Sessions  just  before  the 
Assizes  might  not  be  important  in  order 
to  prevent  what  was  little  slxort  of  a 
scandal  under  the  present  arrangement  ? 
No  doubt,  it  would  be  improper  for  the 
Judges  to  leave  prisoners  in  gaol  await- 
ing trial  for  a  hmg  period  ;  and  at  pre- 
sent it  was  necessary,  as  a  matter  of 
law,  that  the  Judges  should  eU'eet  an 
entire  clearanee  of  the  gaol.s  as  far  as 
possible ;  but  if  the  Sessions  were  going 
to  be  held  very  shortly  after  the  Assizes, 
■would  it  be  absolutely  necessory,  as  it 
■was  under  the  present  terms  of  the 
Commission,  to  effect  an  eutire  delivery 
of  prisoners  from  the  gaols'/  Was  it 
not  possible  to  alter  the  terms  of  the 
Commission,  and  thus  get  rid  of  the 
evil? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Henry  James)  said,  it  was  a  moot  point 
whether  it  -was  absolutely  necessary  or 
not  that  the  Judges  should  effect  an 
entire  clearance  of  the  gaols.  He 
thought  that  the  Judges  had  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  it  was  not  absolutely 
essential ;  but  the  practice  had  been  to 
deliver  the  gaols,  and  leave  no  prisoner 
awaiting  trial. 

Sir  WALTER  B.  BARTTELOT  said, 
that  if  that  were  the  opinion  of  the  hon. 


and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney 
General  (Sir  Henry  James),  he  would 
call  his  attention  to  what  happened  at 
the  Spring  Assizes  at  Lewes  this  year. 
A  certain  learned  Judge  went  down  to 
deliver  the  gaols  at  the  Assizes,  and 
prisoners  were  sent  to  be  tried  both 
from  East  Sussex  and  West  Sussex.  But 
what  happened  ?  The  Judge  got  through 
a  certain  portion  of  his  work,  and  he 
then  stated  that  he  had  to  go  somewhere 
else,  and  all  the  prisoners  who  wore  un- 
tried had  to  be  taken  back  to  gaol  with- 
out trial — a  thing  unheard  of  before. 
From  his  neighbourhood  all  the  pri- 
souers  were  sent  to  Lewes,  and  the  wit- 
nesses had,  of  course,  all  to  attend  there; 
and  the  eases  ought,  therefore,  to  have 
been  disposed  of  at  once.  Ho  did  not 
blamo  the  learned  Judge,  because  ho 
hud  no  doubt  that  he  was  obliged  to  go 
somewhere  else  ;  but  the  fact  remained 
that  the  gaols  were  not  delivered,  the 
cases  were  not  tried,  and  the  prisoners 
had  to  be  taken  back  to  Lewes  again 
some  one  or  two  months  later.  Ho 
thought  it  a  circumstance  whieh  ought 
not  to  hove  happened ;  and,  therefore, 
he  had  culled  attention  to  it. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  (Sir 
FARnER  Herschell)  said,  he  entirely 
agreed  with  his  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
opposite  (Sir  Walter  B.  Barttelot)  that  it 
was  most  undesirable — and  he  might  even 
use  a  stronger  expression  than  that — 
that  the  trial  of  prisoners  should  have 
been  delayed  in  the  manner  described. 
He  hoped  the  recent  arrangements 
would  prevent  such  an  occurrence  in 
future.  The  new  arrangement  pre- 
scribed that  if  there  hoppened  to  be 
more  work  in  a  particular  to^vn  than 
wos  expected,  or  more  than  the  Judge 
could  satisfactorily  get  through  in  the 
time  fixed  for  holding  the  Assizes, 
another  Judge  should  be  sent  down  to 
his  assistance  from  London  in  order  to 
secure  that  the  whole  of  the  work  should 
bo  got  through. 

Mr.  H.  H.  FOWLER  said,  the  recent 
arrangement,  as  tliey  were  told  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General  (Sir 
Henry  James),  did  not  touch  the  gi'iev- 
ances  of  the  Judge's  time  being  occupied 
in  trying  Court  of  Quarter  Session  eases. 
A  scandal  occurred  ot  Wolverhampton 
some  years  ago  in  consequence  of  a 
Judge  considering  it  his  duty  to  dear 
the  gaols.  In  some  of  the  cases  the 
parties   were    not    ready    to    proceed 
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■witn  the  prosecution;  and,  therefore,  the 
Judge  discharged  all  the  prisoners,  and 
let  iheui  loose  upon  society.  Ho  had 
in  hia  possession  a  loiter  from  the  late 
Lord  Chief  Justice  CJockburn,  in  which 
thnt  learned  Judge  stated  that  in  hia 
opinion,  when  prisonera  were  sent  for 
trial  to  the  Court  of  Quarter  Session, 
t  was  not  the  duty  of  the  Judge  of  As- 
ize  to  deliver  the  gaols.  The  remedy 
e  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  would  suggest 

as  thnt  the  priaonerscommittod  for  trial 
to  Quarter  Sessions  should  only  be  tried 
at  Quarter  Sessions,  and  that  it  should 
not  be  imperative  on  the  Judges  to 
interfere  in  any  way  whatever.  Ho 
would  ask  whether  the  Commission 
could  not  1)0  altered  so  as  to  set  the 
_ue8tion  at  rest  ?  The  Commission  was 
altered  once,  and  altered  so  as  to  remove 

e  difficulty;  but,  subsequently,  on 
account  of  some  difference  of  opinion 
among  the  Judges,  it  was  altered  back 
again  to  the  old  form,  thus  bringing 
about  the  same  difficulty  and  expense. 

Mk.  WE.ST  said,  that  the  difficulty 
ju.st  alluded  to  by  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Wolverhampton  'Mr.  II.  H. 
Fowlor)  reminded  him  (Mr.  "West) 
that  before  the  Judicature  Act  was 
passed  the  Commission  issued  for  the 
county  of  Lancaster  was  in  a  different 
form  from  that  issued  for  the  other 
counties  in  the  country.  It  was  issued 
in  such  form  that  the  Judges  were  not 

quired  to  deliver  the  gaols.    He  might 

11  to  the  attention  of  hi.s  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  tho  Attorney  Goneral  a 
circumstance  which  had  happened  within 
his  own  knowledge.  Within  the  last 
ear  an  As.siz6  had  been  p\it  off  because 
'  e  Sessions  had  been  fixed  for  two  days 
iter  the  date  projiosed  for  tho  Assizes ; 
and  if  the  Assizes  had  been  held  on  tho 
proposed  day,  the  Judges  would  have 
had  to  have  tried  all  the  Sessions'  pri- 
soners. 

Genkkal  8m  GEOBGE  BALFOUR 
askod  for  information  in  i-oference  to  the 
examination  of  the  accounts  under  this 
Vote  before  the  Comptroller  and  Account- 
ant General. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  it  was  impos- 
Biblo  for  the  Treasury  to  enter  int«  a  de- 

iled  examination  of  tho  accounts  which 
ere  sent  in  by  tho  local  authorities, 
hen  payment  of  the  expon.ses  actually 

curred  was  ordered. 

GKJfEKAL   Sir  GEORGE  BALFOUR 

id,  ho  knew  that  perfectly  well ;  but 


ho  wanted  to  know  how  the  various 
charges  in  the  accounts  wero  examined, 
aud  by  whom  '? 

Ma.  COURTNEY  said,  he  could  only 
state  that  the  gross  amount  paid  over  to 
the  local  authorities  would  be  about 
£150,000. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(2.)  £289,822,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  tho  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature. 

Mn.  ARTHUR  ARNOLD  said,  that 
he  was  himself  in  full  sympathy  with 
the  proposal  for  continuous  sittings,  and 
he  also  agreed  with  the  doctrine  laid 
down  by  Jeremy  Bentham — and  he  was 
glad  to  see  a  strong  disciple  of  Bentham 
on  the  Treasury  Bench  in  the  person  of 
his  hon.  Friend  tho  Financial  Secretary 
( Mr.  Courtney) — that  nlaw  tax — that  was 
an  undue  cost  of  law — was  the  worst  of 
all  forms  of  taxation.  He  did  not 
propose  to  move  the  Amen<lment  for 
the  reduction  of  this  Vote  which  stood 
in  his  name ;  but  he  would  now  address 
himself  to  a  statement  recently  made  by 
the  Lord  Cliancellor  in  reply  to  a  depu- 
tation from  the  county  of  Lancaster. 
The  Lord  Chancellor,  referring  to  the 
Chancery  Court  of  the  Duchy  of  Lan- 
caster, expressed  an  opinion  that  it  might 
be  possible  to  con.stitute  that  Court  a 
portion  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judi- 
cature ;  but  that  a  material  t-lemont  in 
the  oaso  would  be  the  disposition,  on  tho 
part  of  tho  locality,  to  find  the  necessary 
funds.  A  Return  moved  for  last  year 
had  been  produced,  showing  the  surplus 
fees  of  the  Palatine  Court ;  and  he 
would  ask  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
tho  Attorney  General  (Sir  Henry  James) 
whether  he  could  say  what  the  position 
of  thii  public  in  the  county  of  Lancaster 
was  in  regard  to  the  surplus  fees,  which 
amounted  to  about  £80,000  ?  The  Lord 
Chancellor,  in  reference  to  the  Supreme 
Court,  said  that  the  matter  was  going  to 
be  made  clear  by  a  new  Order  as  to  the 
proeoaa  of  trying  Admiralty  and  Chan- 
cery cases  on  the  spot.  Ho  wished  to 
know  if  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man the  Solicitor  General  or  the  Attor- 
ney General  could  give  any  explanation 
of  that  now  Order,  and  what  would  be 
the  arrangements  after  it  was  issued  in 
reference  to  the  Assizes  held  at  Man- 
chester aud  Liverpool,  because  the  Lord 
Chancellor  did  not  make  it  clear  whether, 
in  the  event  of  the  business  not  being 
completed,  for  instance,  at  Manchester, 
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the  Judge  would  return  from  Liverpool 
to  Manchester  in  order  to  deal  with  tlio 
unfinished  business.  Ho  understood 
that  morning  that  the  Judge  now  sitting 
at  Manchester  had  ordered  a  delay  of 
the  Commission  for  Liverpool,  until  ho 
had  completed  the  business  at  Man- 
chester. Ho  thought  that  was  a  per- 
fectly fair  arrangement,  and  he  had  no 
question  to  put  in  regard  to  it ;  but  he 
hoped  tho  hon.  and  learned  Solicitor 
General  would  be  able  to  give  some  in- 
formation on  thr<  other  point. 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  (Sir 
Farrer  HERscnELi.)  said,  he  was  un- 
able to  state  what  form  the  Order  would 
take.  He  knew,  however,  thnt  it  was 
proposed  to  provide  for  tho  hearing,  both 
at  Manchester  and  Liverpool,  of  Chan- 
cery cases  that  were  entered  for  trial 
locally,  and  the  Judges  would  go  to 
Manchester  and  Liverpool  to  try  Chan- 
cei-y  cases  at  certain  stated  times.  With 
regard  to  Admiralty  cases,  they  often 
involved  a  great  deal  of  expense ;  and  it 
■was  frequently  found  that  the  arrange- 
ments that  were  found  suitable  for  tho 
hearing  of  Chancery  cases  wero  not  at 
all  suitable  for  the  hearing  of  Admiralty 
cases,  inasmuch  as  it  was  desirable  to 
fix  a  day  for  the  latter  cases,  when  it 
was  possible  to  get  tho  witnesses  to  at- 
tend. There  would  always  be  a  diffi- 
culty, therefore,  in  sending  anyone  down 
to  try  Admiralty  cases  locallj' ;  and  he 
was  unablo  to  say  how  it  was  proposed 
to  deal  with  them ;  but,  as  regarded 
Chancery  cases,  it  was  proposed  that  the 
Judges  should  go  both  to  ilanubestor 
and  Liverpool  in  order  to  to  try  them  in 
those  cities. 

Srn  HENRY  HOLLAND  said,  he 
wished  to  call  tho  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  Writ  Department  of  the 
Central  OflScc  of  tlie  Supreme  Court. 
Last  year  a  complaint  was  made  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Burnley  (Mr.  Rylauds) 
that  the  number  of  clerks  in  this  De- 
partment was  too  large,  and  tho  expense 
too  great,  for  the  work  that  had  to  be 
done  ;  and  he  (Sir  Henry  Holland)  was 
disposed  to  concur  in  that  view.  It  was 
then  stated,  in  reply,  that  new  arrange- 
ments were  to  bo  made,  which  would 
tend  to  reduce  the  Staif,  at  all  events, 
the  ospenso  of  tho  Department.  But 
ho  observed  that  tho  contrary  was  the 
case ;  for,  in  the  present  Estimate,  there 
was  an  increase  of  £494  in  respect  of 
the  Qxat  and  second  class  clerks,  and,  ad- 

Jlr.  Arthur  Arnold 


mitting  the  decrease  of  £200  in  respect 
of  tho  third  class  clerks,  there  still  re- 
mained an  increase  of  £291  in  lieu  of 
the  promised  decrease.  He  desired  to 
know  the  reason  of  this  increase  ;  and 
whether  it  was  probable  that  tho  new 
an-angements  would  soon  lead  to  a  de- 
crease ?  Ho  desired  to  put  another 
question  to  tho  Government  in  respect 
of  this  Vote.  It  was  stated  last  year, 
during  a  discussion,  that  the  reason 
why  the  arreai-s  in  the  Chancery  Divi- 
sion of  the  Supreme  Court  wore  so 
much  larger  than  in  tho  Common  Law 
Division  was  that  the  business  was 
greater  because  the  scale  of  costs  in 
the  Chancery  Division  was  30  per  cent 
higher  than  in  the  Common  Law  Divi- 
sions, but  that  new  rules  were  being 
made,  or  to  be  made,  to  equalize  the 
scale  of  fees  in  all  the  Divisions.  He 
wanted  to  know  whether  such  rules  had 
been  made;  and  whether,  if  they  had 
been  made,  they  had  been  sufficiently 
long  iu  operation  to  enable  the  Govern- 
ment to  judge  whether  the  effect  of  them 
has  been  to  equalize  the  business  and 
arrears  in  the  Chancery  and  Common 
Law  Divisions  ? 

Mu.  R.  T.  REID  said,  he  would  sug- 
gest that  Probate  ond  Divorce  cases,  as 
well  as  Chancery  and  Admiralty  cases, 
might  be  tried  in  Lancashire,  and  also 
in  other  centres  tliTOUghout  tho  country. 
It  was  notorious  to  those  who  were  familiar 
with  the  practice  of  the  Probate  and 
Divorci-  Court  that  the  expenses  wfre 
very  heavy,  and  that  a  great  part  of 
them  were  incurred  by  reason  of  the 
large  number  of  witnesses  who  wore 
brought  up  to  London  and  kept  in  at- 
tendance for  a  long  time.  If  they  were 
about  to  send  Judges  to  such  centres  as 
Lancashire,  to  try  Chancery  and  Ad- 
miralty cases,  he  did  not  see  why  they 
should  not  extend  the  jurisdiction  to 
other  classes  of  cases.  If  it  was  de- 
sirable to  try  Chancery  and  Admiralty 
cases  at  Manchester  and  Liverpool,  thoro 
was  no  reason  why  Probate  and  Divorce 
cases  might  not  also  be  tried,  and  the 
expense  of  sending  witnesses  to  London 
saved ;  nor  did  he  see  why  the  number 
of  centres  should  not  be  increased,  and, 
for  example,  jurisdiction  given  to  try 
cases  at  Bristol,  Plymouth,  and  York. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  a  considerable 
amount  of  economy  might  be  produced 
by  increasing  the  number  of  centres 
they  now  had. 
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Me.  GREGORY  said,  that  in  regard 
to  the  question  raised  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Salford  (Mr.  Arthur  Arnold),  he 
was  in  favour  of  trjing  cases  on  the 
spot,  and  of  allowing  the  Judges  to  sit 
until  all  the  cases  were  disposed  of, 
making  provision  that,  as  far  as  possible, 
they  should  be  tried  locally;  but,  al- 
though that  applied  to  Chancery  as 
well  OS  Conuaou  Law  cases,  there  was 
very  considerable  doubt  whether  Ad- 
miralty cases  should  not  be  exempted 
from  the  general  rule  of  trying  cases 
locally.  Admirnlty  cases  required  a 
special  jurisdiction.  There  were  very 
few  Judges  who  were  qualified  to  try 
Admiralty  cases,  and  there  were  only  a 
limited  number  of  the  members  of  the 
Bar  who  were  qualified  to  conduct  thorn. 
They  required  a  special  training,  and  a 
apecinlkuowledge.  Therofuro, hetliought 
the  Admiralty  jurisdiction  would  form 
an  exemption  to  the  general  rule,  al- 
though he  admitted  that  facilities  should 
be  given  for  trying  Chancery  oases 
locally.  Ho  had  not  risen,  however,  to 
make  a  comment  upon  that  que.stiou, 
but  upon  the  more  general  one  which 
was  involved  in  the  present  Vote.  The 
Vote  itself  was  one  of  very  considerable 
magnitude  and  of  great  importance; 
and  whot  he  wished  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Committee  to  was  the 
very  largo  contributions  to  the  Vote 
which  were  received  from  the  suitors. 
He  thought  the  Committee  were  hardly 
aware  of  how  much  of  the  expense  fell 
upon  the  suitors.  It  would  be  found 
that  the  total  Vote  amounted  to 
£492,000;  and  if  hon.  Members  would 
look  at  the  foot-noto  they  would  find 
that  no  less  a  sum  than  £40i),000  was 
contributed  by  suitors  towards  that 
expenditure ;  so  that,  practically,  the 
suitors  provided  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
expenditure  they  were  now  dealing  with. 
He  confessed  that  he  was  one  of  those 
who  very  much  agreed  with  the  prin- 
ciple that  the  administration  of  justice 
was  a  matter  of  common  right  to  which 
everyone  was  entitled  ;  and  it  was  hard 
enough  for  a  man  to  come  into  Court  to 
defend  his  rights,  without  being  sub- 
jected to  a  heavy  pecuniary  fine.  A 
suitor,  in  many  instances,  was  not  only 
fighting  his  own  cause,  but  was  very 
frequently  engaged  in  getting  a  general 
principle  of  law  laid  down  and  in  settling 
a  case  for  the  public  advantage.  He 
was  afraid  it  was  a  little  too  late  to  alter 
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the  principle  which  guided  the  genoia  1 
admininistration  of  the  country  now, 
because  for  many  years  past  the  suitors 
had  been  dealt  with  in  a  different  way  ; 
but,  at  all  events,  he  had  a  right  to  ask, 
on  behalf  of  the  suitors,  that  they  should 
not  be  subjected  to  any  further  burdens. 
He  called  attention  to  this  question  be- 
cause, very  recently,  a  very  considerable 
imposition  had  been  put  upon  the  suitors 
in  the  shape  of  the  increased  fees  they 
were  required  to  pay.  He  did  not  wish, 
to  trouble  the  Committee  with  details  of 
the  figures.  A  Return  had  been  laid 
upon  the  Table  of  the  House,  and  from 
that  Return  it  would  bo  seen  that  it 
amounted  to  something  like  £.30,000  or 
£-10,000  a-yeor.  It  was  provided,  under 
the  new  Rules,  that  when  any  discovery 
was  required,  or  any  interrogatories 
made,  the  parties  requiring  the  informa- 
tion should  be  bound  to  deposit  £.5  for 
costs.  Ho  had  protested  against  the 
Rule  on  more  than  one  occasion.  No 
doubt,  it  was  all  very  well  to  limit 
interrogatories  or  frivolous  applications; 
but  he  thought  that  might  be  done  if 
proper  attention  were  paid  to  the  nature 
of  them,  and  he  did  not  tliiuk  tliat  the 
imposition  of  a  heavy  fine  upon  the 
suitor  was  the  proper  way  of  limiting 
such  applications.  It  was  found  that  for 
every  £5  deposited  there  was  an  average 
expenditure  of  £2  15».  for  paying  in 
the  amount  and  obtaining  a  paj'ment 
of  it  out  of  Court ;  so  that  every  suitor 
who  deposited  £5  for  a  discovery  or 
an  interrogatory,  had  to  pay  £50  per 
cent  of  that  amount  for  the  information 
he  required.  He  trujtod  that  some 
alteration  would  be  made,  eo  that  the 
j)ractico  might  be  got  rid  of  altogether. 
He  had  reason  to  think  that  it  was 
altogether  unnecessary.  With  regard 
to  the  alteration  of  the  foes  generally 
by  the  t!ommistion  appointed  to  revise 
them,  their  principle  with  respect  to 
those  fees  had  been  to  place  all  of  them 
upon  what  was  called  the  higher  scale. 
There  were  fortnerly  two  scales  of  fees, 
according  to  the  amount  involved — one 
in  regard  to  claims  under  £1,000,  and 
the  other  to  claims  above  that  amount. 
But  recently,  under  the  now  Rules,  all 
those  fees  had  been  levelled  up,  and  all 
of  tiiem  assessed  upon  the  higher  scale. 
That,  however,  was  not  all,  because  fees 
ad  valurem  were  levied  on  sales  under 
this  Court;  and  any  property  sold,  pur- 
chased, or  mortgaged  under  an   Order 
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of  the  Court  became  subject  to  a  now 
imposition  of  this  nature.  He  Loped 
tlieae  matters  would  receive  attention 
and  correction,  and  he  protested  most 
earnestly  Qfiainst  any  additional  fees 
being  thrown  upon  the  suitors.  He 
thought  they  were  already  sufficiently 
heavily  taxed  for  the  administration  of 
justice.  No  doubt,  the  Judges'  salaries 
were  thrown  upon  the  Oonsolidated 
Fund,  and  the  suitors  were  not  called 
upon  to  pay  for  their  sei-vices  ;  but,  as 
the  question  now  stood,  all  the  rest  of 
the  cost  was  thrown  upon  the  suitors. 
It  was  an  unduly  heavy  tax  upon  the 
administration  of  justice,  which  was  a 
common  interest,  and  ought  to  be  borne 
in  somo  measure  by  the  community  at 
large.  He  did  not  see  why  the  accumu- 
lations of  the  fees  contributed  by  suitors 
might  not  be  made  use  of  in  cheapening 
the  cost  of  the  administration  of  justice, 
and  he  hoped  to  have  some  assurance 
from  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Grown  that 
the  matter  would  receive  attention.  He 
saw  no  reason  why  the  accumulated 
fund  should  not  be  permitted  to  be  used 
for  the  benefit  of  suitors  in  the  Court, 
which  would  put  an  end  to  a  consider- 
able amount  of  that  taxation  which,  at 
the  present  moment,  was  found  to  be 
extremely  onerous. 

Mb.  H.  H.  fowler  said,  he  would 
not  attempt  to  follow  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Solford  (Mr.  Arthur 
Ai'nold)  in  discussing  whether  Jeremy 
Bentham  was  right  or  wrong  in  regard 
to  imposing  the  cost  of  justice  upon  the 
country.  A  good  deal  had  happened 
since  Bentham  wrote  upon  thatque-stion, 
and  he  did  not  think  the  Committee 
would  be  prepared  fo  accept  Bentham's 
views  on  many  questions,  and  especially 
in  reference  to  the  administration  of 
justice.  He  thought  the  latter  part  of 
nis  hon.  Friend's  speech  answered  the 
former  part  of  it.  Ho  did  not  see,  upon 
principle,  why  the  general  taxpayer 
should  pay  for  the  litigation  into  which 
other  people  entered.  Why  should  a 
man  who  wanted  a  divorce  get  it  for 
nothing,  and  throw  the  expense  upon 
the  public,  who  already  contributed 
something  towards  the  general  expense 
of  keeping  up  the  admininistration  pro- 
vided by  the  l.tivoroe  Court?  A  very 
large  sum  was  charged  upon  the  Ooa- 
Eolidated  Fund  in  the  shape  of  salai-ies, 
which  did  not  fall  upon  the  suitors  at  all, 
Although  that  sum  did  not  appear  in 
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the  present  Vote,  there  was  a  Memo- 
randum which  showed  what  it  was ;  so 
that  it  was  evident  the  fees  did  not 
balance  themselves  ns  accurately  as  the 
hon.  Member  for  East  Sussex  (Mr. 
Gregory)  thought ;  and  he  (Mr.  H.  H. 
Fowler)  was  not  prepared  to  urge  upon 
his  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  Courtney)  the  propriety 
of  decreasing  the  foes.  He  had  great 
confidence,  however,  that  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman would  not  decrease  them  ;  and 
he  was  sure  that  if  he  attempted  to  im- 
pose the  burden  upon  the  taxpayers  he 
would  meet  with  a  strong,  vigorous,  and 
successful  opposition.  Much  of  the 
business  of  the  Courts  was  administra- 
tive, and  not  contentious,  and  it  was 
absiu'd  to  contend  that  the  persons  in- 
terested should  not  bear  the  burden. 
He  wished  to  ask  for  informotion  upon 
a  point  which  had  been  referred  to  by 
the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Mid- 
hurst  (Sir  Henry  Holland)— namely,  the 
staff  of  the  Central  Court.  He  had  a 
letter  in  his  pocket  which  he  would  not 
trouble  the  Committee  by  reading  ;  but 
if  the  statements  contained  in  it  were 
true,  it  was  quite  clear  that  a  vigorous 
investigation  was  required  into  the  whole 
of  the  administration  of  the  Central 
Court.  He  had  understood  his  hon".  and 
learned  Friend  the  Solicitor  General  to 
promise  last  year  that  such  an  investiga- 
tion should  take  place.  He  did  not 
know  whether  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  had  had  his 
attention  called  to  the  Return  which 
appeared  in  The  Times  almost  week  by 
week  in  reference  to  bills  of  sale.  Two 
years  be/ore  the  Act  of  1 882  they  reached 
about  do,  000  a-year.  That  Act  was 
passed  under  the  recommendations  of  a 
Committee  over  which  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
presided,  and  last  year  the  number  was 
reduced  from  GO. 000  to  11,000;  but  he 
did  not  see  that  there  had  been  any  re- 
duction in  the  cost  of  the  Bills  of  Sale 
Office.  On  the  contrary,  he  found  it 
was  costing  just  as  much  now  there 
were  only  1 1,000  bills  of  sale  registered, 
as  it  did  when  there  were  60,000  to  re- 
gister. He  would  also  ask  what  con- 
trol there  existed  over  what  might  be 
called  the  inner  life  of  the  Courts  of 
Justice  ?  If  hon.  Members  turned  to 
Page  212  of  the  Estimates,  they  would 
find  that  there  was  an  extrardinary  staff 
of  ushers,  messengers,  porters,  &c. ;  alto- 
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gether,  about  200  persons  were  engaged 
in  the  Courts  of  Justice,  costing  the 
country  nearly  £20,000  a-year.  He  be- 
lieved there  were  about  19  or  20  Courts. 
No  doubt  the  building  was  a  very  large 
one ;  but  ho  found  that  there  were  10 
ushers  and  messengers  attached  to  the 
Central  Office ;  21  to  the  Chancery  Di- 
vision; 21  to  the  Queen's  Bench  Divi- 
sion ;  29  to  the  Probate,  Divorce,  and 
Admiralty  Office ;  seven  to  the  Bank- 
ruptcy Department ;  while  the  sub-divi- 
eioMS  had  also  a  large  draft  of  thoir 
own.  Who  was  responsible  for  the  em- 
ployment of  so  many  persons  about  the 
Courts  ?  Who  saw  that  they  discharged 
their  supposed  duties?  And  who  con- 
trolled the  time  they  devoted  to  them  ? 
He  thought  the  whole  of  the  Central 
Courts  ought  to  be  placed  under  the  con- 
trol of  some  Department  of  the  Govern- 
ment— the  First  Commissioner  of  Works, 
or  some  other  person,  who  sliould  be 
responsible  for  the  work  done  and  for 
the  salaries  paid.  It  was  also  desirable 
that  something  more  should  be  known 
as  to  the  intentions  of  the  Government 
in  regard  to  the  working  of  the  Judica- 
ture Act,  which  had  now  been  in  force 
for  something  like  10  years,  and  for  the 
carrying  out  of  which  £500,000  had 
been  voted.  He  was  expressing  almost 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  Legal  Pro- 
fession, when  he  said  that  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice  was  never  in  a  more 
unsatisfactory  state  tliiin  it  was  at  pre- 
sent. In  fact,  tlioy  were  in  n  perfect 
state  of  general  chaos.  What  was 
wanted  was  economical  justice,  and 
quick  justice ;  but  ihey  got  neither. 
Mutters  were  gettiug  daily  worse  and 
wor.se ;  they  were  continually  trying 
fresh  experiments,  but  they  did  not  go 
to  the  matter  root  and  branch.  They 
were  always  trying  stop-gap  Acts  of  Par- 
liament— trying  to  put  new  wine  into 
old  bottles,  with  the  result  that  the 
bottles  burst  and  the  wine  was  wasted. 
That  had  been  the  course  pursued  dur- 
ing the  last  10  years.  There  was  no 
man  more  capable  or  more  competent 
than  his  bon.  and  learned  Friend  the 
Attorney  General  to  deal  with  the 
matter,  and  if  ho  would  deal  with  it 
iu  the  same  manner  as  he  had  dealt 
with  corrupt  practices,  he  would  find 
that  the  House  of  Commons  were  pre- 
pared to  support  him.  Ho  was  quite 
aware  of  the  opposition  that  would  bo 
raised ;  but  their  forefathers   had  sur- 
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mounted  the  opposition  of  Lord  Eldon 
and  those  who  agreed  with  him  in  those 
days,  and  he  tliought  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  would  receive  ge- 
neral support  now.  The  business  of 
Law  Eeform  at  the  present  moment  was 
increasing  the  cost  of  law  and  delay- 
ing the  administration  of  justice. 

TuE  ATTORNEY  GENEEAL  (Sir 
Hexky  James)  thanked  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Wolverhampton  (Mr.  H.  H. 
Fowler)  for  the  complimentary  way  in 
which  he  had  spoken  of  him  ;  but  ho 
could  not  quite  admit  that  the  present 
state  of  things  in  respect  of  legal  pro- 
cedure was  worso  than  it  had  ever 
been. 

Mb.  H.  H.  fowler  said,  his  re- 
marks applied  principally  to  the  Chan- 
cery Division. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
HuNBY-  James)  said,  they  were  apt  to 
conclude  that  things  never  could  nave 
been  so  bad  as  they  found  them.  They 
were  apt  to  forget  evils  which  had  been 
got  rid  of;  and  he  imagined  that'if  they 
could  go  back  to  the  state  of  things 
which  existed  under  Lord  Eldon's  rule 
in  the  Chancery  Courts,  and  in  regard 
to  the  administration  of  justice  gene- 
rally, it  would  bo  found  that  a  mu4h 
greater  cause  of  complainst  existed  than 
could  be  found  now.  He  did  not  for 
one  moment  suggest  that  the  present 
system  was  by  any  means  perfect,  and 
that  there  were  not  conMdei'able  causes 
of  complaint;  but  his  hon.  Friend  would 
agree  with  him  that  changes  made  for 
the  sakeof  change  were  in  themselves  to 
bo  avoided.  If  they  unsettled  procedure, 
or  imsettled  exis'ting  regulations,  out  of 
consideration  for  the  suitors  and  the  ex- 
pen.ses  which  had  to  be  borne  by  them, 
they  might  bring  about  evils  greater 
than  tho.se  which  they  remedied.  They 
had  lately  introduced  new  Rules,  the 
operiitiou  of  which  had  not  yet  been 
tested,  and  it  would  be  somewhat  pre- 
mature, therefore,  to  hold  out  a  promise 
of  any  further  change  at  present.  No 
one  knew  the  dilUculty  of  effecting 
changes  in  their  legal  procedure  unless 
they  had  practically  undertaken  them. 
Unless  they  could  get  a  concurrence  of 
opinion  among  those  who  were  intrusted 
with  the  responsibility  of  adniiuinteriug 
justice,  the  introdui  tion  of  small  changes 
would  not  only  bo  dangerous  in  itself, 
bnt  were  very  apt  to  be  overborne.  He 
did  not   thiuk  that  any  gieat  change 
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oould  now  lio  introduced  in  the  direc- 
tion of  legol  reform  with  any  beneficial 
result.  As  far  as  he  could  ascertain,  the 
Lord  Chancellor  and  the  Judges  were 
doing  thoir  boat  to  increase  the  public 
satisfaction  with  tlio  administration  of 
the  law.  As  for  tho  minor  officials 
about  the  new  Law  Courts,  there  was 
not  one  person  too  many  for  the  work 
that  had  to  be  done.  Any  person  who 
was  in  the  habit  of  constantly  attend- 
ing the  Courts  would  know  that  there 
was  not  one  person  employed  there 
more  than  was  absolutely  required. 
The  interests  of  the  public  required  pro- 
tection. There  was  an  immense  num- 
ber of  rooms  in  the  Courts  containing 
Tery  valuable  property  and  valuable 
papers,  which  it  was  impossible  to  leave 
unguarded.  The  public  and  the  juries 
needed  protection  and  direction.  For- 
merly, they  had  great  assistance  from 
the  police.  Tho  police  in  Westminster 
Hall  acted  'in  aid  of  tho  ushers  of  the 
Court,  and  gave  most  valuable  assist- 
ance. They  took  charge  of  the  pas- 
sages leading  to  the  Courts,  and  directed 
persons  who  wore  required  to  be  in  at- 
tendance upon  the  Courts.  All  that 
was  now  done  awaj'  with,  and  all  tho 
work  was  thrown  upon  the  official  staff. 
Therefore  the  number,  large  as  it  ap- 
peared to  be  upon  the  Paper,  was  im- 
possible to  bo  reduced. 

Mk.  WAETON  said,  he  wished  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  to  a  matter  to  whicli 
ho  (Mr.  Warton)  had  already  directed 
attention,  but  unfortunately  without  suc- 
cess. He  alluded  to  tlio  want  of  eco- 
nomy in  regard  to  Clerks  of  Assize.  At 
Page  209  of  the  Estimates?,  he  found 
that  there  was  a  clerk  appointed  to  the 
South-Eastem  Circuit  at  £9oO  a-year. 
They  knew  perfectly  well  that  what  was 
called  the  South-Eastern  Circuit  was  a 
combination  of  four  out  of  five  counties 
in  the  Home  Circuit  and  part  of  the 
Norfolk  Circuit.  It  was  quite  natural 
that  so  long  as  the  old  clerk  of  the  Nor- 
folk Circuit  lived,  ho  should  bo  continued 
to  be  paid  his  salary ;  but  he  thought 
there  should  be  an  undertaking  that, 
in  the  event  of  the  death  or  resignation 
of  either  one  or  the  other  of  these  gen- 
tlemen, one  clerk  would  in  future  be 
sufficient  for  the  whole  Circuit.  He 
found  that  one  Associate  did  for  the 
whole  Circuit,  and  one  Clerk  of  Indict- 
ments, uud  why  should  there  be  more 
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than  one  Clerk  of  Assize  ?  As  a  matli  v 
of  fact,  tho  counties  were  taken  in  a  cer- 
tain regular  order  following  one  after 
another.  There  was,  consequently,  no 
clashing  of  places,  and  the  same  gentle- 
man could  go  from  town  to  town  through- 
out the  whole  Circuit.  When  the  ques- 
tion was  last  raised  the  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  seemed  to  think  that 
this  reckless  e.^pendituro  should  be  con- 
tinuod  for  over ;  but  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  might  have  changed  his  opinion 
since,  and  he  would  therefore  ask  him 
whether,  in  tho  event  of  a  vacancy 
arising,  he  would  arrive  at  the  conclu- 
sion that  there  was  only  a  necessity  for 
retaining  the  sen'ices  of  one  officer  ? 
The  |other  point  he  wished  to  refer  to, 
was  the  secret  bargain  between  tho 
Judges  and  tho  Treasury.  Whether  it 
was  a  dignified  matter  to  enter  into  a 
bargain  at  all,  he  would  not  venture  to 
inquire ;  probably,  the  Judges  knew 
what  was  best  for  them  to  do.  It  had 
not  been  formally  stated  to  the  House, 
but  it  had  leaked  out  somehow  or  other, 
that  the  sum  of  £15  lof.  a-day  was  to  be 
paid  to  each  Judge  on  account  of  his 
expenses  on  Circuit.  As  an  ordinary 
rule,  the  Judges  received  £4,500  a-year, 
and,  being  allowed  £500  for  their  Cir- 
cuit e.xpenses,  they  had  in  reality  £5,000. 
Then  putting  the  salary  at  £5,000  a-year, 
why,  in  addition,  should  they  have 
£15  15».  a-daj'?  The  bargain  might  be 
a  fair  and  honourable  one  both  for  the 
Judges  and  the  Treasury  to  enter  into  ; 
but  when  he  camo  to  Page  215  of  the 
Estiinateis,  he  could  not  find  any  item 
that  led  him  to  suppose  that  any  allow- 
ance of  this  kind  was  made.  The  Esti- 
mate appeared  to  have  been  passed 
without  any  consideration  of  the  effect 
of  the  change.  There  seemed  to  be  an 
addition  in  the  aggregate  of  £350  ;  and 
ho  should  like  to  know  if  that  item  wont 
in  any  way  to  make  up  this  increase,  or, 
if  not,  where  the  increase  was  explained  ? 
It  was  possible  that  the  Estimate  was 
drawn  up  before  the  arrangement  was 
made,  and,  if  that  were  so,  they  might 
probably  be  told  that  there  would  be  a 
Supplementary  Estimate.  He  certainly 
did  not  see  in  tho  Vote  any  sort  of  an 
Estimate  for  this  £15  15«.  a-day.  There- 
fore, he  should  be  grateful  for  on  expla- 
nation. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  said,  he  had  no 
doubt  that  all  this  legal  work  could  be 
done  for  about  cue-half  of  the  present 
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charge,  not  because  the  Judges  objected 
to  any  reform,  but  because  there  were 
a  great  many  lawyers  in  the  House,  and 
so  long  OS  the  House  contained  so  large 
a  number  oflegal  Gentlemen  they  would 
naturally  get  up  to  defend  almost  any 
abuse  which  gave  a  salary  to  a  lawyer. 
He  was  agreeably  surprised  to  find  his 
hon.  Friend  the  MoiuLor  for  Wolver- 
hampton (Jlr.  H.  11.  Fowler)  suggest 
that  there  should  be  an  inquiry.  lie 
could  assure  his  hon.  Friend  that  he  was 
quite  a  rara  avin  among  the  legal  Gen- 
tlemen of  the  House,  who  naturally 
looked  after ''NumberOne."  He  wanted 
to  know  something  about  Masters  iu 
Lunacy  and  the  Visitors  in  Lunacy.  He 
believed  that  Inst  j'ear  there  was  a  sum 
of  £80,021  spent  on  the  Masters  in  Lu- 
nacy; and,  be.^ides  that,  two  suras  of 
£10,275  and  £j,895  for  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Lunacy.  There  was  a  strong 
feeling  in  the  country  that  something 
ought  to  be  done  in  regard  to  the  law 
affecting  supposed  lunatics.  He  did  not 
know  if  the  Visitors  in  Lunacy  x'isited 
private  a.sylums ;  but  recent  events 
showed  that  persons  could  be  taken  up 
upon  what  he  might  term  "bogus"  certid- 
cates,  put  in  asylums,  and  kept  there 
without  being  visited  by  any  indepen- 
dent official.  Ho  did  not  complain  that 
the  Vote  was  too  large ;  he  almost 
thought  it  was  too  small,  considering 
the  large  number  of  lunatics  there  were 
about.  He  thought  that,  if  necessary, 
some  kind  of  legislation  should  take 
place.  He  should  also  like  to  have  some 
information  with  reference  to  the  Petty 
Bag  Office.  The  salaries  and  expenses 
of  that  Office  amounted  to  £1,400,  and, 
recently,  when  he  put  a  Question  to  his 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Attorney 
General,  he  was  informed  that  the  hou. 
and  learned  Gentleman  knew  nothing 
about  it.  Perhaps  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Solicitor  General  would 
be  able  to  enlighten  the  Committee  on 
the  subject  ?  It  was  perfectly  true  that 
a  year  or  two  ago  some  moderate  ser- 
vices were  performed  by  these  officials  ; 
but  he  understood  that  they  were  not 

Eerformed  now,  as  they  had  been  abo- 
shed  by  the  changes  introduced  into 
the  law.  Nevertheless,  the  salaries 
■were  still  being  paid.  He  also  desired 
to  know  why  the  item  of  £223  for  the 
Preacher  of  the  EoUs  Chapel  was  al- 
lowed to  appear  on  the  Estimates  ? 
What  did  this  Preacher  do  ?    He  had 


never  heard  of  the  Rolls  Chapel,  and  he 
had  never  heard  of  a  Preacher  until  he 
found  that  the  country  was  called  upon 
to  pay  £225  a-year  for  him.  There  was 
an  Established  Church  in  this  country, 
possessing  very  large  funds,  and  he  did 
not  see  that  it  was  for  the  benefit  or 
good  of  anyone  that  they  should  vote 
money  iu  order  that  this  Preacher  should 
preach  in  the  EoUs  Chapel,  probably  to 
no  congregations. 

Mu.  TOMLINSON  said,  he  wished  to 
make  a  few  observations  in  reference  to 
the  question  of  fees.  The  charge  for 
the  administration  of  justice  amounted 
to  £490,852  ;  whereas  £409,000  were  re- 
ceived from  fees,  in  addition  to  other 
items,  which  brought  the  total  sum  up 
to  £464,000.  The  chai-ge  upon  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  included  the  whole  cost 
of  the  Judges  for  criminal  as  well  as 
civil  busines.s  ;  and  the  Voto  now  under 
consideration  included  a  sum  of  £41,000 
from  the  District  and  Probate  Registries. 
Ho  thought  he  was  correct  in  saying  that 
those  District  and  Probate  Registries 
were  kept  chiefly  engaged  on  work  con- 
nected with  the  proving  of  wills.  He 
did  not  think  they  undertook  any  con- 
tentious matters,  or  any  work  that  cor- 
responded with  the  usual  work  of  the 
Registrars  of  the  Courts  of  Justice. 
Therefore,  that  sum  of  £41,000,  together 
with  half  the  judicial  charge  on  the  Con- 
solidated Fund,  as  representing  the  cri- 
minal portion  of  the  duties  of  the  Judges, 
ought  to  be  deducted ;  and  he  found 
that  there  would  still  be  a  profit  upon  the 
administration  of  justice,  which,  he 
thought,  was  a  state  of  things  which 
ought  not  to  exist.  Certainly,  if  the 
coimtry  allowed  its  administrative  work 
iu  connection  with  justice  to  be  paid  for 
by  fees,  it  was  not  desirable  that  they 
should  make  a  profit  out  of  it.  The 
form  in  which  the  Estimates  were  pro- 
duced afforded  them  no  opportunity  of 
knowing  what  portion  of  the  fees  be- 
longed to  tho  different  branches  of 
the  administration  of  justice  ;  but  he 
noticed  that  the  Chancery  fees  came  to 
£380,000,  80  that  a  very  large  portion 
of  the  contributions  towards  ,  the  cost 
came  from  the  Chancery  Division.  He 
was  strongly  impressed  by  the  fact  that 
the  country  derived  a  considerable  profit 
out  of  the  businessof  the  Chancery  Divi- 
sion. This  was  not  a  state  of  things 
that  ought  to  be  allowed,  and,  at  ah 
events,  they  ought  to  bare  eome  mean 
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of  ascertaining  whether  it  was  so  or  not. 
If  it  were  really  the  fact,  regulations 
ought  to  be  carried  out  to  diminish  the 
fees  in  that  branch  of  legal  procedure 
It  certainly  could  not  be  fair  to  charge 
the  Cbancery  suitors  with  any  portion 
of  the  coat  of  Common  Law  bueinees. 
Another  serious  grievauco  on  the  part 
of  the  Chancery  suitors  was  the  great 
delay  which  arose  in  the  conduct  of 
business.  He  believed  the  main  cause 
was  the  excessive  amount  of  work  in  the 
Chief  Clerk's  office,  and  he  would  sug- 
gest that,  where  necessary,  additional 
Chief  Clerks  should  be  appointed.  He 
believed  that  additions  might  be  made 
without  any  actual  cost  to  the  couutry. 
The  fees  from  the  additional  amount  of 
business  transacted  would  pay  for  the 
extra  cost.  With  reference  to  the  pro- 
posal to  allow  Chancery  cases  to  bo 
heard  locall}'  in  the  county  of  Lanca- 
shire, he  thought  it  would  be  regarded 
as  a  satisfactory  one  as  far  as  it  wont. 
He  would,  liowovor,  reiterate  what  ho 
had  faid  before  on  the  Bill  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Liverpool  (Mr.  Whitley), 
that  the  onlj'-  satisfactory  way  of  deal- 
ing with  the  Chancery  business  of 
Lancashire  would  be  to  incorporate  in 
some  way  the  Chancery  Court  of  the 
County  Palatine  with  tl>e  High  Court 
of  Justice.  The  C<junty  Palatine  Court 
had,  at  present,  its  local  Itegistries,  and 
a  perfect  establishmont  for  administra- 
tion. Its  only  defect  was,  that  it  was 
limited  by  localities.  If  that  limit  were 
abolished,  and  if  the  cases  could  be  dealt 
with  in  that  Court,  either  in  London  or 
in  the  locality,  he  believed  a  great  ad- 
vantage would  arise. 

Mk.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  said,  the 
hon.  Member  for  Northampton  [Sit. 
Labouchere)  seemed  to  think  that  law- 
yers in  that  House  wore  always  in  favour 
of  increasing  legal  charges.  He  had 
said  that  they  did  that  in  the  interest  of 
"  Number  One,"  and  then  the  hon.  (len- 
tleman  went  on  to  propose  that  there 
should  be  an  increase  in  the  cost  of  the 
administration  of  the  Lunacy  Law.  He 
(Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor)  did  not  know 
whether  the  hon.  Member,  in  regard  to 
that,  was  actuated  by  the  same  sort  of 
motive.  With  regard  to  several  subjects 
which  had  already  been  brought  before 
the  Committee,  he  believed  they  fur- 
nished good  and  substantial  grounds  for 
carefully  discussing  the  Vole  from  be- 
ginning to  end.     He  remembered  three 
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years  ago,  when  he  was  able  to  obtain  a 
detailed  examination  of  the  Vote,  that 
after  a  long  struggle,  he  succeeded  in 
inducing  the  Government  to  reduce  the 
Vote,  becauselt  was  discovered  that  they 
had  actually  charged  for  some  office  that 
did  not  exist.  They  had  charged,  for 
instance,  for  four  Official  Referees,  when 
o:dy  three  were  in  existence.  He  be- 
lieved there  four  Official  Referees  in 
existence  now ;  but  whether  the  hun- 
dreds of  officers  who  wore  charged  for 
in  the  present  Vote  were  really  in  exist- 
ence, he  very  much  doubted.  Before 
the  Judicature  Act  was  passed,  and  be- 
fore the  fusion  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  and 
the  Court  of  Exchequer,  there  was  a 
Master  in  each  Division  respectively  in 
charge  of  the  discipline  of  the  Office ; 
but  since  the  fusion  into  one  Central 
Court,  it  was  very  hard,  indeed,  to  find 
out  who  was  responsible  for  the  disci- 
pline and  for  the  official  staff.  The  official 
btatF  was  now  enjoying  an  independent 
and  easy  life,  which  was  very  remark- 
able. Ho  was  credibly  informed  that 
the  number  of  officials  who  were  present 
in  the  Court  at  the  present  day  were 
very  much  below  the  establishmont.  A 
large  number  were  constantly  on  leave, 
thus  reducing  the  staff  to  auch'an  at- 
tenuated form,  that  those  who  had  occa- 
sion to  go  to  the  different  offices,  found 
it  difficult  to  get  their  business  trans- 
acted. Ho  also  thought  that  the  distri- 
bution of  officials  in  the  different  offices 
since  the  fusion  might,  with  advantage, 
bo  revised.  Some  observations  had  been 
made  in  reference  to  the  Writ  Appear- 
ance and  Judgment  Department;  but 
although  the  charge  iu  the  Vote  for  the 
officials  in  that  Department  was  high  in 
proportion  to  their  number,  he  did  not 
fkink  the  number  of  officials  was  too 
great.  In  fact,  he  fancied  that  that  par- 
ticular Department  was  undcrmannod- 
and  short-handed.  They  were  not  paid 
enough  for  the  work  they  had  to  do ; 
but  in  regard  to  the  other  Departments, 
he  certainly  thought  the  staff'  ought  to 
be  overhauled  and  reduced.  He  could 
not  see  what  the  Chief  Remembrancer's 
Department  wanted  with  two  first  and 
two  second  class  clerks.  He  did  not  see 
what  work  there  was  for  so  many  offi- 
cials, and  he  thought  the  Office  might 
be  advantageously  inquired  into  and  re. 
cast.  Last  year  he  had  directed  the  at. 
tention  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle. 
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mau  the  Attorney  General  to  the  Taxing 
Olficers.  Every  year  there  was  a  large 
number  of  cases  which  might  be  closed, 
but  which  were  kept  open  for  months, 
because  the  taxing  of  tho  costs  could  not 
be  proceeded  with,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  Taxing  Officers  were  away  during 
the  Vucation.  He  thought  it  was  not 
too  much  to  ask,  iu  the  interests  of  the 
great  body  of  suitors,  that  there  should 
be  some  continuation  of  sittings  in  the 
Taxing  Office,  so  that  costs  might  be 
taxed  without  the  suits  being  kept  open 
for  months  after  the  close  of  the  sittings. 
He  could  not  help  feeling,  in  regard  to 
the  arrears  in  the  Courts,  that  more 
Judges  ought  to  be  appointed.  If  the 
Uovernment  wore  not  inclined  to  in- 
crease tiie  number  of  Judges,  he  would 
venture  to  suggest  a  very  easy  and  cheap 
expedient  that  would  relieve  the  diffi- 
culty, without  increasing  the  expense. 
In  England,  there  wore  not  enough 
Judges;  whereas,  in  Ireland,  there  were 
too  many.  If  they  would  increase  the 
English  Judges  by  three,  four,  or  five, 
the  Irish  people  would  make  no  com- 
plaint whatever  if  they  availed  them- 
selves of  the  existing  staiF  in  that 
country. 

Mb.  MACFARL.VNE  said,  that  some 
three  years  ago  he  had  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  hou.  and  learued  Gentleman 
the  Attorney  General  to  the  question  of 
the  Taxing  Masters  iu  Chancery,  and 
the  delay  wliich  took  place  in  the  taxa- 
tion of  costs.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  admitted  the  grievance,  and 
promised  that  the  matter  should  be  in- 
quired into.  He  supposod  the  matter 
had  been  looked  into ;  but  no  change 
had  been  made.  He  had  had  cases  sent 
to  him  in  which  sometimes  the  taxing  of 
the  costs  took  up  a  longer  period  of  time 
than  the  original  suit.  The  Taxing 
Master  appointed  an  hour,  say,  at  the 
beginning  of  May,  and  half  of  the  hour 
was  wasted  while  the  parties  awaited 
the  arrival  of  the  Taxing  Master.  Then, 
after  six  weeks  or  two  months,  he  ap- 
pointed another  hour;  and  so  matters 
went  on  with  the  result  that  the  life  was 
worried  out  of  the  poor  suitor  before  he 
Nuocoeded  in  having  the  case  settled. 
This  was  a  question  in  which  the  lawyers 
themselves  had  no  direct  interest.  lie 
did  not  think  they  cared  anything  about 
it,  and  therefore  he  did  not  think  thoy 
would  oppose  a  reform  in  this  particular 
branch.     He  was  sure  that  if  the  hon. 


and  learned  Gentleman  the  Solicitor 
General  could  see  his  way  to  facilitating 
the  tasing  of  costs,  he  would  do  a  great 
deal  to  benefit  the  wretched  suitors  who 
were  kept  in  suspense  under  the  present 
system.  He  saw  in  the  Vote  an  item  oi. 
£20,000  for  the  fees  of  Taxing  Masters, 
and  he  was  afraid  that  either  their  ot- 
tondance  was  insufficient,  or  that  they 
were  too  few  in  number.  If  they  re- 
quired more  men  to  do  the  work  effec- 
tively, ho  did  not  think  it  was  good 
economy  to  grudge  the  money.  He  did 
not  understand  that  that  was  really  the 
ca.se;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  it  was  the 
system  that  was  in  fault,  the  hon.  and 
learned  Solicitor  General  would  do  good 
service  by  looking  into  the  mattter. 

Mil.  WAUGH  said,  he  had  to  com- 
plain of  the  cost  of  the  Bankruptcy 
Division.  Last  year  they  voted  for  that 
purpose  £34, 537,  and  this  year  the  Vote 
amounted  to  £i^4,712,  being  an  increase 
of  more  than  £60,000.  They  would 
shortly  be  required  to  vote  a  further 
sum  of  £40,000,  making  the  total  in- 
crease £100,000,  together  with  £20,000 
for  Nou-Efi'ective  Services,  owing  to  the 
changes  which  had  formerly  and  lately 
been  carried  out  in  the  Court  of  Bank- 
ruptcy. He  thought  that  wos  a  most  ex- 
traordinary charge,  considering  that  the 
Court  of  Bankruptcy  in  Ireland  only  cost 
£10,000,  the  Supreme  Court  in  Ireland 
£90,000,  and  that  the  charge  for  Law  and 
Justice  in  Scotland  was  £62,000,  making 
altogether  £162,000;  whereas,  in  Eng- 
land, the  Court  oif  Bankruptcy  cost  nearly 
as  much.  It  certainly  appeared  to  be  ex- 
traordinary that  in  Ireland  and  Scotland 
the  Court  of  Banki-uptcy  and  the  ad- 
ministration of  Justice  together,  could  bo 
maintained  for  a  sum  little  more  than 
the  cost  of  the  Bankruptcy  Court  in  this 
country. 

Mn.  GREGORY  said,  that  the  Taxing 
Masters  were  a  very  highly  qualified 
and  hard- worked  class.  They  did  the 
work  not  only  in  their  offices,  but  a  good 
deal  of  it  at  home,  in  order  to  facilitate 
the  interests  of  the  public.  If  there  was 
more  delay  than  was  desired,  it  was  not 
the  fault  of  the  Masters,  nor  was  it  due 
to  any  want  of  exertion  on  their  part. 
At  certain  periods  of  the  year  there  was 
very  great  pressure  upon  them,  but  they 
were  most  anxious  to  facilitate  the  work. 

Mb.  COURTNEY  stated  that  the  next 
vacancy  in  the  Office  of  the  Petty  Bag 
would  not  be  filled  up.     He  did  not  say 
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that  the  ODBce  would  be  abolished,  but 
there  would  be  a  re-arrangement  of  the 
duties.  The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Bridport  (Mr.  Warton)  had  called 
attention  fo  what  he  called  the  "secret 
bargains  "  between  the  Judges  and  the 
Exchequer  with  respect  to  thoir  expenses 
■while  on  Cii-cuit.  He  thought  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  must  have  ovor- 
looked  a  Memorandum  which  was  laid 
on  the  Table  some  months  ago,  giving 
full  particulars  of  this  aiTangement, 
The  sum,  however,  was  not  £15  15«. 
a-day,  but  very  much  less.  As  to  the 
Masters  in  Lunacy,  the  remarks  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Northampton  {Mr. 
Labouchere)  ought  to  have  been  ad- 
dressed to  the  Lunacy  Commissioners. 
Ho  was  astonished  at  the  ignorance  of 
the  hon.  Member  in  regard  to  the 
Preacher  of  the  Rolls  Chapel.  One  of 
the  greatest  of  English  Divines  had 
been  Preacher  at  the  Rolls  Chapel.  It 
was  there  that  Bishop  Butler  preached 
his  great  sermon  on  Human  Nature.  He 
might  say  for  himself  that  he  had  very  fre- 
quently attended  thatChapeland  listened 
to  this  Preacher,  when  Sir  John  Romilly 
was  Master  of  the  Rolls.  The  hon.  Mem- 
bei*8  for  Carlow  (Mr.  Maofarlane)  and 
Queen's  County  (Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor) 
had  spoken  of  the  action  of  the  Taxing 
Masters,  to  which  the  hon.  ifomber  for 
East,  Sussex  (Mr.  Gregory)  had  given  a 
reply.  He  could  only  add  that  some  im- 
provement in  the  working  of  that  OfBoe 
might  be  looked  forward  to.  The  func- 
tions of  the  Queen's  Remembrancer  were 
not  so  light  as  were  imagined,  but  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  work  occupying  a 
considerable  amount  of  time  was  trans- 
acted in  that  Office. 

Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHER  said,  he  had 
a  few  remarks  to  make  on  the  items  for 
the  payment  of  the  Marshals.  He  was 
aware  that,  under  a  Treasury  Minute  of 
the  2Gth  of  June  this  year,  a  new  ar- 
rangement had  been  entered  into  with 
respect  to  those  officers  which,  as  far  as 
he  knew,  was  a  satisfactory  one.  It  was 
rather  to  the  manner  of  payment  than 
the  amount  of  the  charge  that  he  took 
exception.  Ho  understoo<l  that  the 
Judge  who  took  his  Marshal  with 
him,  made  a  Return  to  the  Trea- 
sury, and  that  the  Treasury  on  receipt 
of  it  gave  him  a  warrant.  Now,  he  be- 
lieved it  was  notorious  that  in  the  case 
of  one  Judge  on  the  Bench,  it  was  his 
habit  to  give  the  appointment  of  Mar- 
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shal  to  his  son  or  some  relative,  and  to 
take  some  other  person  with  him  on 
Circuit  to  do  the  work.  That,  in  his 
opinion,  was  a.  state  of  things  which 
ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  continue,  and 
he  thought  that  the  Treasury  ought  to 
make  it  obligatory  upon  the  Marshals  to 
state  that  the  payment  made  was  to  the 
person  who  had  done  the  work.  If  that 
rule  were  established,  he  believed  that 
the  practice  to  which  he  had  alluded 
would  cease. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  (Sir 
FAnRER  Hehsciiell)  said,  with  reference 
to  tlie  intpiiries  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Wolverhampton  (Mr.  H.  II.  Fowler) 
and  tlie  hon.  Baronet  the  Jfember  for 
Miilhuvst  (Sir  Henry  Holland)  as  to  the 
salarioa  of  the  clerks  in  the  central  oiBce 
and  the  amount  of  work  done  there,  he 
would  recall  to  the  recollection  of  those 
lion.  Members  what  he  had  stated  last 
year  upon  the  subject,  and  on  an  occasion 
prior  to  that.  A  Committee  had  been 
appointed  by  the  late  Lord  Chancellor, 
of  which  he  (SirFarrerHerschell)  was  a 
Member,  to  consider  the  question  as  to 
what  would  be  done  in  respect  of  the 
central  office  under  the  Judicature  Act. 
That  Committee  made  such  recommen- 
dations as  appeared  to  them  right  upon 
the  knowledge  which  they  then  pos- 
sessed. But  their  view  on  the  whole 
was,  that  it  would  bo  impossible  to  de- 
termine wliat  would  be  the  real  number 
of  clerks  required  in  the  central  office, 
until  experience  had  shown  the  amount 
of  wurk  and  how  the  subject  ought  to 
be  dealt  with,  which  could  only  Be  ar- 
rived at  when  the  whole  establishment 
■was  at  work.  That  being  so,  he  ■would, 
in  due  course,  call  the  attention  of  the 
Lord  Chancellor  to  the  question  whether 
the  time  had  not  arrived  for  inquiry,  in 
order  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  the  duties 
performed  iu  the  central  office.  He 
pointed  out  to  the  Committee  that  where 
it  was  necessary  to  deal  with  a  number 
of  offices  of  this  description,  it  was  im- 
possible, until  the  old  officials  ceased  to 
exist,  to  get  the  arrangements  into  the 
shape  desired — n  condition  of  things 
which  could  only  bo  reached  at  a  more 
remote  period.  With  regard  to  the  ob- 
servations of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  East  Sussex  (Mr.  Gregory), 
he  begged  to  remind  him  that  the  matter 
to  which  he  had  referred  was  brought 
forward  on  the  Courts  of  Judicature 
Bill,  when  he  had  stated  that  the  question 
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as  to  some  of  the  fens  should  be  con- 
siderod,  because  ho  thought  that  a  cnse 
had  been  made  out  for  inquiry.  The 
question  was,  whether  the  fees  were  not 
dealt  with  too  much  as  a  whole  in  cer- 
tain matters ;  whether  a  more  careful 
classification  might  not  be  made ;  whe- 
ther fees,  which  in  one  class  of  eases 
might  be  reasonable,  were  not  equally 
reasonable  in  another  class  of  cases; 
and  whether  foes  might  not  bo  separated, 
instead  of  being,  as  was  now  the  case, 
classed  together  ?  He  was  prepared  to 
admit  that  there  niiglit  bo  some  in- 
equality existing  in  this  matter,  and  he 
quite  iigreed  wiih  his  hon.  Friend  tlnit 
it  woull  bo  possible,  without  diminish- 
ing the  amount  raised  bj'  taxation  of  the 
suitor,  to  make  some  roadjustmont  by 
which  a  more  equitable  arrangement 
could  be  arrived  at.  With  regard  to  the 
work  of  tiie  Taxing  Masters,  he  at  once 
admitted  that  there  was  delay  in  the 
cose  of  some  of  those  officers,  at  all 
events.  There  had  como  withiu  his  own 
observation  delays  which  ought  not  to 
have  occuiTed.  Very  recentlj-,  a  case 
had  come  under  his  observation  in  which 
an  altogether  inordinate  time  was  con- 
sumed in  the  taxation  of  a  bill  of  costs 
which  the  solicitor  was  most  anxious  to 
get  taxed  as  soon  as  possible.  He 
agreed  that  such  delays  should  not 
take  place,  and  he  would  urge  the 
matter  on  the  attention  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor. 

Mb.  TOMLIXSON  said,  he  should 
like  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Solicitor  General  to  answer  one  ques- 
tion. Were  the  Government  going  to 
take  into  consideration  the  block  in  the 
Choncory  Division,  with  a  view  to 
remedying  it,  either  by  increasing  the 
number  of  clerks  to  the  Judges,  or  by 
other  means  ? 

TuE  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  (Sir 
Pahreh  Herscuell)  said,  that  the  Go- 
vernment had  taken  one  step — a  con- 
siderable one — in  tho  direction  indicated 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Preston.  They 
had  relieved  the  Chancery  Judges  from 
going  Circuit,  and  retained  tliem  exclu- 
sively for  the  duties  of  the  Chancery 
Division.  He  believed  that  arrange- 
ment would  bo  found  to  constitute  a  con- 
siderable addition  to  tho  power  of  the 
Court.  Tho  increase  of  the  number  of 
Chancery  clerks  was  another  matter,  and 
it  deserved  consideration,  because  he 
thought  that  the  block  in  Chambers  was, 
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perhaps,    more    pressing  than    in 
Court  itself. 

Mu.  LABODCHERE  said,  he  must 
ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to 
tho  Treasury  (Mr.  Courtney)  why  such 
considerable  differences  existed  in  the 
amount  of  salaries  paid  in  respect  of  the 
various  District  Probate  Registries?  It 
appeared  by  the  Estimate  that,  amongst 
others,  the  salary  of  the  Registrar  at 
Birmingham  was  £800 ;  at  Carlisle, 
£700;  at  Exeter,  £1,000;  ot  Lichfield, 
£800 ;  at  Northampton,  £2oO  ;  and  nt 
Wakefield,  £1,200.  The  assignment  of 
these  salaries  appeared  to  him  to  be 
made  quite  irrespective  of  the  size  of  tho 
places  where  the  District  Registries  were 
situated,  because,  for  some  of  the  smaller 
districts,  more  money  was  paid  than  for 
the  larger  districts.  For  instance,  Bir- 
mingham was  a  large  district.  [Mr. 
CouHTNEY  :  No.  "I  Was  ho  to  under- 
stand that  the  Birmingham  district  was 
smaller  than  the  Wakefield  district? 
Tiie  arrangement  appeared  to  be  most 
extraordinary. 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  that  the 
amount  of  the  salaries  was  according  to 
the  work  to  be  done.  Lichfield,  for 
instance,  was  the  centre  of  a  consider- 
able district  in  which  there  was  a  large 
amount  of  work. 

Mk.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  said, 
there  was  one  point  on  which  he  desired 
to  have  some  information  from  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Solicitor 
General.  That  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman had  mentioned  what  was  un- 
doubtedly a  fact — namely,  that  a  great 
deal  of  the  existing  block  in  the  Chan- 
cary  Division  was  due  to  the  block  in 
Chambers.  The  question  he  wished  to 
ask  was,  why  there  were  some  Masters 
who  never  sat  in  Chambers  ? 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  (Six 
FjkEBEBnEBsciiELL)  Said,  the  reason  was, 
probably,  because  they  sat  in  Court.  He 
did  not  know  to  whom  the  hon.  Member 
for  Queen's  County  (Mr.  Arthur  O'Con- 
nor) referred.  He  supposed  that  the 
work  was  better  done  under  the  arrange- 
ment referred  to  ;  but  he  could  not  give 
a  more  precise  answer  without  knowing 
the  Masters  to  whom  the  hon.  Member 
alluded. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  said,  that 
in  order  to  moke  a  set-off  for  the  other 
expenditure,  two  of  the  clerks  had  been 
a,sked  to  give  up  the  post  of  Marshal 
which  they  hold,  and  that  they  declined 
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to  do  so,  althougli  they  offered  to  sur- 
render their  position  as  second  class 
clerks.  Was  it  arranged  that  the  se- 
cond class  clerks  were  to  be  transferred 
to  the  central  oflir e  ;  and,  if  so,  would 
the  consent  of  the  Commissioners  he  ob- 
tained in  some  special  manner  to  the 
arrangement  if  thoy  did  not  pass  tho 
examination  which  would  otherwise  be 
required  to  be  passed  by  the  ap- 
pointees ? 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  he  could 
hardly  be  expected  to  outer  into  the 
question  of  what  was  proposed  and  what 
was  not  proposed  to  bo  done. 

Mn.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR:  It  is 
with  regard  to  what  is  being  done. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  the  arrange- 
ment rested  with  the  Judges. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(8.)  £9,078,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Wreck  Commission. 

(4.)  £376,726,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  the  County  Courts. 

Mr.  R.  T.  REID  said,  he  had  a  very 
few  words  to  say  in  conuection  with  this 
Vote.  He  would  be  glad  to  know  whe- 
ther there  was  any  Return  or  means  by 
which  the  Committee  could  ascertain 
whether  there  was  any  truth  in  tho 
statement  that  some  of  the  County  Court 
Judges,  especially  those  in  tho  crowded 
districts  in  the  North  of  England,  were 
accustomed  to  work  seven,  eight,  or 
nine  liours  n-day ;  and  whethi^r  it  was 
true  that  the  County  Court  Judges  in 
the  agricultural  districts,  especially  in 
the  West,  had  such  an  excellent  time  of 
it  that  they  did  not  work  more  than  120 
or  150  hours  out  of  tho  year?  There 
was  a  large  number  of  County  Court 
Judges;  and,  without  saying  one  word 
in  regard  to  tho  proper  salaries  which 
they  enjoyed,  or  without  wishing  in  any 
way  to  interfere  with  their  position  or 
number,  he  was  bound  to  ask  whether 
some  table  of  the  kind  indicated  could 
be  obtained,  in  order  that  upon  it  might 
be  based  some  more  equal  distribution 
of  the  work  than  existed  at  the  present 
moment,  and  under  which  some  of  the 
Judges  were  undoubtedly  very  much 
harder  worked  than  others  ?  He  hoped 
the  hon.  and  learned  Qentloman  the 
Solicitor  General  would  be  able  to  give 
some  information  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  west  said,  he  had  a  few  figures 
to  lay  before  the  Committee  with  regard 
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to  the  number  of  days  in  tho  course  of 
a   year  on    which    tho    County    Court 
Judges,  hold  thoir  sittings.     He  wished 
to  say,  at  the  commencement  of  his  re- 
marks, that  he  could  find  nothing  in  the 
Returns  about  the  hard  work  which  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman   who  had 
just  sat  down     Mr.  R.  T.    Reid)  said 
was  cast  upon  County  Court  Judges  in 
some  districts  in  the  North,  as  compared 
with  the  comparatively  light  duties  of 
other    County    Court    Judges    in     the 
Western  agricultural  districts.  He  found 
that   the  County  Court  Judges  in  the 
country  did  not  sit  on  the  average  three 
days  a-woek.      Still,  he  agreed  with  his 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  in  what  he  had 
said  with  regard  to  not  diminishing  the 
salaries  of  the  County  Court  Judges,  be- 
cause, although  their  salaries  had  been 
increased  within  the  last  few  years,  he 
did  not  think  them  an  undue  remunera- 
tion for  the  work  they  had  to  perform. 
But  there  was  a  veiy  serious  matter  in 
connection  with  this  Vote,  to  which  ho 
desired  to  call  the  attention  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government.    There  sat,  in  1873, 
a  Committee,  which  went  into  this  ques- 
tion at  considerable  length,  but  which 
Committee,  in  consequence  of  the  Dis- 
solution of  IS7-I,  never  reported.     The 
question  of  the  number  of  County  Court 
Judges  was  considered,  and,  although 
he  had  no  right  to  anticipate  what  tho 
Report  would  have  been,  he  could  not 
help  thinking  that  the  Committee  were 
of   opinion    that    the    number    of   the 
County   Court  Judges   was    much    too 
great.     Little  or  nothing  had  been  dune 
in  the  direction  of  reducing  the  number 
of  tlie  County  Court  Judges ;  the  rate  at 
which  tliey  improved  in  those  matters 
was  so  exceedingly  slow.  He  would  give 
one  or  two  illustrations  with  regard  to 
this  subject.     In   1874,   the  Legal  De- 
partment Committee  sat  to  consider  this 
very  question  among  others.   That  Com- 
mittee  comprised   Lord  Bramwell  and 
other  persons   of    experience   and  dis- 
tinction, and  they  made  an  unanimous 
Report  to  Parliament  in  favour  of  the  re- 
duction of  the  number  of  County  Court 
Judges.     But  to   show  the  energy  and 
zeal  of  the  Government,  he  would  point 
out  that  they  had  reduced  the  number 
of  the  County  Court  Judges  by  one,  since 
that  Committee  reported.     Now,  if  these 
Judges  were  to  be  reduced  in  number 
from  60  to  30,  at  that  rate  the  country 
would  probably  have  to  wait  300  years 
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before  that  result  was  arrived  at.  After 
careful  and  exhaustive  inquiry  into  the 
question,  the  Coniraittde  said — 

"  The  namber  of  Judges  ia  limited  by  Statute 
(21  &  22  Vict.  cap.  74)  to  00,  and  there  are  at 
the  present  time  57,  so  that  8omo  absorption  of 
circuits  has  taken  place ;  but  itr.  Nicol  is  of 
opinion  that  there  ia  room  for  further  consolida- 
tion. We  find  that,  although  the  days  of  sitting 
of  some  Judges  occupy  nearly  half  the  year, 
the  annual  nvenigc  attendance  of  the  whole 
number  in  the  last  ten  years  has  not  exceeded 
1U5  days,  so  that  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  sup- 
]J08e  tlmt  more  work  might  fairly  be  rc^juired 
of  them  without  unduly  tasking  their  jiowers 
or  risking  that  the  buaine&s  should  be  done  too 
quickly  or  slurred  over.  We  observe  from  the 
saiue  Ket  urn  that  the  attendance  in  Court  and 
at    Cliainbers    of   the    Common    Law   Judges 

Averages  200  working  days  in  the  year 

We  are  uf  opinion  that  the  remuneration  now 
prescribed  by  slalule  28  k  2'J  Vict.  cap.  &9,  for 
the  Judges,  viz.,  £l,uOO  a-year,  is  not  evcessive, 
utthuugh  tbe  extension  of  equitable  jurisdiction 
to  these  Courts  which  was  the  reason  for  grant- 
ing the  inCTCuso  of  salary  docs  not  socm  to  have 
materially  added  to  the  duties  of  the  Judges. 
Since  then,  however,  they  have  had  increased 
work  given  to  them  in  Bankniptcy,  and  in  a 
few  insljinces  in  Admiralty  euiUs ;  and  it  ap- 
pears to  us  that  oven  if  future  Judges  are  re- 
quired to  undertake  enlarged  circuits,  the 
salary  now  received  would  be  sufficient." 

It  was  clear,  from  a  comparison  of  the 
time  occupied  in  former  days  with  that 
at  present  given  to  the  performance  of 
their  duties  bj-  the  Country  Court  Judges, 
that  although  a  large  addition  —  an 
addition  of  25  per  cent — had  been  made 
to  most  of  the  salaries,  the  number 
of  days  which  they  gave  to  the  public 
had  considerably  dimiui.shed.  In  the 
year  18aa,  the  number  of  day.s  for 
the  whole  of  the  Judges  was  8,03-1, 
according  to  the  Inst  Return.  Now, 
people  said  that  the  County  Court 
Judges  did  not  do  sulUcient  work.  He 
did  not  say  that  they  wort'  under  or  over 
paid ;  he  gave  nu  opinion  upon  that 
point ;  but  ho  did  say  that  since  their 
salaries  had  boou  increased,  the  uumbi^r 
of  days  on  which  they  worked  for  tLe 
public  had  diminished.  Ho  did  nut 
mean  to  say  that  the  diminution  hail 
oocun-ed  exactly  contemporaneously ; 
but  the  figures  were  as  follows: — In 
18ft7,  the  County  Court  Judges  sat  alto- 
gether 9,019  days;  in  1S71,  only  8,041 
days;  in  1879.  8.28a  days;  in  1880, 
8,2C8  days  ;  in  1883,  8,034  days.  There- 
fore, it  could  not  be  said  that  they  sat 
fewer  days  in  consequence  of  their 
having  small  salaries.  The  real  cause 
wa«  that  they  had  comparatively  little 
\rork  to  do.  Tbe  total  cost  of  the  County 


Court  system  was  £600,000  a-yenr — a 
very  considerable  item  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  country — and  he  should 
like  to  know  from  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernmeut  whether  the  recommendotioa 
of  the  Committee  for  the  reduction  of 
the  number  of  the  Judges  would  be 
acted  upon,  and  whether  they  considered 
that  that  recommendation  was  satisBed 
by  the  fact  that  the  number  of  the  County 
Court  Judges  had  been  reducedby  one  ? 
Mk.  n.  H.  FOWLER  said,  that  the 
amount  named  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentlomon  who  had  just  sat  down  (Mr. 
West )  represented  the  whole  expense  in 
connection  with  the  County  Courts.  The 
Return  which  had  been  laid  on  the  Table 
of  thi'  House  in  the  course  of  the  last 
month,  showing  the  actual  number  of 
days  which  the  County  Court  Judges 
ent  in  ltJ83,  was,  iu  his  opinion,  of  that 
importance  and  gravity  that  he  wished 
to  direct  the  attention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  it.  In  order  to  appreciate  that 
RetiU'n,  it  was  only  necessary  for  hon. 
Members  to  adopt  the  most  elementary 
principles  of  calculation.  For  instance, 
the  Committee  would  be  aware  that  there 
were  36?  days  in  the  year ;  if  Sundays, 
holidays,  some  days  at  Christmas  were 
deducted,  there  remained  305  working 
days  during  the  j-ear.  Then  came  the 
question  as  to  the  number  of  days'  holi- 
day wliich  a  person  disehargfing  these 
important  functions  in  the  State  re- 
quired, and  which  would  have  to  be 
taken  out  of  the  305  working  days.  He 
ventured  to  think  that  12  weeks  was 
a  handsome  holiday  for  any  publio 
servant.  He  doubted  if  hon.  and  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  Treasury  Bench 
had  as  long  ;  he  was  quite  sure  the  Prime 
Minifeter  did  not.  However,  he  waa 
prepared  to  allow  12  weeks,  which,  when 
deducted  from  the  305  working  days, 
left  230  days  available  for  the  Publio 
Service  in  the  course  of  the  year.  His 
hon.  aud  learned  Friend  who  spoke  last 
hud  told  the  Committee  that  the  Judges  in 
the  Superior  Courts  sat  on  the  average 
200  days  in  the  year,  and  he  (Mr.  H.  H. 
Fowler)  need  not  remind  them  that  the 
number  of  days  on  which  those  Judges 
sat  did  not  at  all  represent  the  time  aud 
labour  which  they  devoted  to  their  duties. 
They  had  to  prepare  their  judgments, 
and  consider  a  number  of  matters  out 
of  Court ;  and,  therefore,  he  considered 
that  200  days  was  a  very  fair  number 
for  Judges  of  the  Superior  Courts  to  sit. 
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Several  of  the  Superior  Judges  aat  197 
days  in  the  year  ;  the  Judges  of  the  Court 
of  Appeal  sat  193  days.  Now,  what 
did  tbe  licturu  whioh  he  held  in  his 
hand  show  ?  It  showed  that  there  was 
only  one  County  Coutt  Judge  who  sat 
on  190  days  in  the  year;  tliut  one  sat 
on  186  days,  one  on  184  days,  and  one 
on  181  days.  Ho  found  that  there  Tvere 
Judges  who  sat  on  less  than  100  days  ; 
one  91)  days,  and  one  on  93  days,  the 
Bolarios  being  precisely  the  same  in  each 
case — namely,  £1,600  a-year — irrespec- 
tive of  the  number  of  days  on  which 
they  sat.  He  found  also  that  10  County 
Court  Judges  sat  for  less  than  120  days  ; 
27  sat  from  120  to  150  days;  10  for  If.O 
to  170  days;  and  eight  only  sat  on  180 
days  in  the  year.  He  put  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee, in  view  of  these  figures,  whether 
the  time  had  not  arrived  for  reconsider- 
ing the  whole  of  the  County  Court 
reystem?  Either  they  were  bound  to  re- 
duce the  number  of  Judges,  or  to  in- 
crease the  amount  of  work  they  had  to 
do.  Personally,  he  was  in  favour  of 
re-grouping  the  County  Courts,  so  that 
they  might  do  the  same  amount  of  work 
as  the  Judges  of  the  Superior  Courts, 
and  do  it  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  people. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  At- 
tornej'  General  gave  it  as  an  excuse, 
the  other  day,  that  these  County  Court 
.Judges  had  to  travel  some  distance  to 
■■their  labours;  but  ho  (Mr.  H.  H. 
Fowler)  had  the  impression  that  the  dis- 
tance which  they  had  to  travel  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  matter.  He  could 
put  his  finger  on  a  case  of  a  Judge  who 
eat  128  days  in  the  year;  ho  had  to 
attend  three  Courts,  all  of  which  were 
within  a  distance  of  six  or  seven  miles 
from  his  residence,  and  there  were  trains 
to  the  locality  every  quarter  of  an  hour. 
The  case  of  the  Judge  who  sat  93  days 
was,  ho  thought,  in  a  locality  not  far 
from  London.  [An  hon.  Member  :  No  ; 
it  was  a  Lancashire  case.]  Yes;  it  was 
the  Bacup,  Bolton,  Rochdale,  &c.,  Judge. 
The  places  in  which  this  Judge  had  to  sit 
were  close  together,  and  were  within  easy 
reach  of  each  other,  so  that  it  could  not 
be  said  that  a  great  deal  of  time  was  oc- 
cupied in  travelling.  If  they  were  to  allow 
^5  per  cent  of  the  Judge's  time  for  travel- 
ling all  round,  it  seemed  to  him  that  it 
■would  be  quite  ample.  He  thought  the 
time  had  quite  come  when  they  should 
consider  this  question  as  to  grouping  of 
places  to   be   attended   by    the  single 
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Judge,  or  the  increasing  the  duties  of 
each  individual.  So  far  as  ho  was  con- 
cerned, he  preferred  increasing.  Last 
year  it  appeared  that  25  per  cent  of  the 
civil  cases  tried  in  the  Superior  Courts 
were  under  £50.  Those  were  cases 
which  the  County  Court  Judges  could 
very  well  dispose  of;  and  if  the  House 
would  only  adopt  the  recommendation 
of  Committee  after  Committee  which 
had  sat  to  consider  the  matter,  and 
would  give  a  County  Court  jurisdic- 
tion up  to  £100,  instead  of  having  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  Superior  Judges, 
they  would  find  it  possible  to  make  a 
decrease.  He  would  ask  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  to 
look  at  Page  221  of  the  Estimates, 
where  he  would  find  an  item,  "  Convey- 
ance of  Persons  committed  to  Prison, 
£2,U80."  That  item  astonished  him 
very  much,  as  he  had  thought  that  if 
thoy  had  done  anything  at  all  in  the 
matter  of  Bankruptcy  in  the  Grand  Com- 
mittee la.st  year,  that  which  they  had 
prided  themselves  upon  having  done 
was  having  abolished  imprisonment  for 
debt  in  small  cases.  Thoy  had  in- 
serted provisions  in  the  BUI  to  enable 
persons  who  went  through  the  Bank- 
ruptcy Court,  owing  less  than  £50.  to 
make  an  application  to  the  Court  to'get 
freed  without  diiliculty.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  (Mr.  Chamberlain)  was  in  this 
matter  very  ably  assisted  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Stoke  (Mr.  Broadhurst), 
and  it  was  certainly  the  impression  of 
that  hon.  Member,  and  that  of  the  Com- 
mittee, that  they  had  put  an  end  to  this 
imprisonment  for  debt  in  County  Court 
cases.  He  wa.s,  therefore,  unable  to 
understand  that  item  of  £2,680,  which 
looked  very  much  as  though  the  old 
system  was  still  in  existence.  He  trusted 
they  would  got  some  assurance  from  the 
Government  that  the  whole  system  of 
the  administration  of  justice  by  the 
County  Courts  would  be  inquired  into; 
that  they  would  endeavour  to  £nd  some 
method  either  of  reducing  the  cost,  or 
increasing  the  ■work,  of  the  County 
Courts. 

TuE  BOLICITOE  GENERAL  (Sir 
Fauuer  Hekschell)  said,  he  was  quite 
sure  the  Committee  would  feel  that  those 
who  had  called  attention  to  this  matter 
had  done  a  useful  service.  Every  one, 
he  thought,  must  agree  that  it  had  been 
shown  that  in  fiarticulor  County  Court 
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districts,  experience  had  ostablisUod  the 
fact  that  those  disti-icts,  as  now  arranged, 
did  not  afford  sutBciont  employment  to 
occupy  the  entire  time  of  the  Judfjes. 
His  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Wol- 
verhampton (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  had 
made  a  suggestion  with  regard  to  the 
question  of  increased  jurisdiction,  and 
changes  in  the  allocation  of  the  districts 
of  County  Court  Judges,  and  he  (the 
Solicitor  General)  thought  that,  even  if 
they  were  desirous  of  increasing  that 
iurisdiction,  the  matter  would  really  re- 
quire careful  consideration.  They  would 
find  that  there  would  still  bo  particular 
districts  where  there  would  be  very  little 
work,  while  in  others  there  would  be  a 
groat  deal.  He  admitted  the  question 
■was  one  deserving  very  considerable 
considoration.  It  was  obvious  they  had 
now  obtained  an  experience  as  to  the 
relations  of  the  different  districts,  ono 
to  another,  in  regard  to  the  amount  of 
work  to  be  done,  which  they  had  not 
before,  and  everyone  would  agree  it 
was  desirable,  as  far  as  possible,  to  dis- 
tribute the  work  so  that  no  Judge  should 
cover  a  district  in  which  there  was  really 
an  insufficient  amount  of  work  properly 
to  occupy  the  whole  of  his  judicial  time. 
This  question  of  re-grouping  districts 
must,  he  was  sure,  be  felt  to  be  one  of  con- 
siderable difficulty  ;  because  when  they 
were  dealing  with  an  existing  Judge, 
who  hod  been  accustomed  to  the  district 
in  which  be  was  now  working  for  a  long 
period,  they  could  not  approach  a  change 
as  easily  as  though  they  were  working 
new  ground.  It  was  not  easy  to  make 
a  change,  except  when  the  time  came 
for  a  change  in  the  Judge.  He  might 
say,  however,  in  regard  to  cortaiu  dis- 
tricts in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Me- 
tropolis, the  Lord  Chancellor  was  now 
considering  the  question  of  re-arranging 
the  business.  He  oould  assuro  his  hon. 
Frieud  the  Member  for  Wolverhampton 
that  the  matter  would  not  bo  lost  sight 
of  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  the  (io- 
vernment,  and  that  the  noble  and  learned 
Earl  and  his  Colleagues  would  direct 
their  attention,  as  far  as  possible,  to  re- 
arranging tho  districts,  so  as  to  distri- 
bute the  business  in  abetter  and  more  eco- 
nomical manner.  There  was  one  matter 
that  tho  hon.  Member  had  not  taken  into 
consideration,  and  although  it  was  very 
trifling,  he  desired  just  to  call  attention 
to  it.  With  regard  to  some  districts,  no 
doubt,  there  was  very  little  travelling  to 
be  done  by  the  Judges ;  but  in  oonnec- 


tion  with  other  districts,  that  was  not 
the  case — it  was  necessary  for  the  Judge 
to  take  long  journeys  from  town  to  town. 
He  did  not  say  that  this  proposal  was 
universally  applicable ;  but,  at  any  rate, 
in  the  case  of  some  County  Courts,  a 
considerable  amount  might  be  added  to 
the  work  of  the  Judges  in  consideration 
of  the  small  amount  of  time  they  lost  in 
travelling.  No  doubt,  there  wore  some 
districts  where  tho  work  was  not  at  all 
sufficient  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Judge. 
Mn.  WARTON  said,  ho  thought  it 
right  to  call  attention  to  a  point  in  the 
discussion  upon  which  some  correction 
was  noodod.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Wolverhampton  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler) 
always  put  cases  before  the  Committee 
with  clearness  and  force  ;  but  the  hon. 
Member  could  not  have  taken  into  con- 
sideration the  importance  of  this  matter 
to  which  he  (Mr.  Wnrton)  was  about  to 
refer.  He  (Mr.  Warton)  had  had  con- 
siderable experience  of  County  Court 
Judges,  and  he  thought  it  was  hardly 
fair  to  look  merely  at  the  number  of 
days  on  which  they  sat.  Tho  Judges  of 
the  Superior  Courts  came  late  to  Court, 
and  rushed  away  early  ;  whereas  County 
Court  Judges  came  early  to  Court,  and 
sat  late — he  had  over  and  over  again 
known  them  to  sit  until  7  or  8  o'clock 
in  the  evening.  He  (Mr.  Warton)  put 
it  to  the  Committee  whether  the  County 
Court  Judge  was  not  exercising  a  very 
wise  discretion  when  he  said  be  would 
rather  have  two  or  three  days  in  one 
place,  when  all  persona  connected  with 
the  cases  were  ready,  and  all  witnesses 
were  in  attendance,  tlian  sit  for  a  much 
longer  time  going  lolsurely  through 
the  business.  With  regard  to  travel- 
ling, there  were  many  cases,  particularly 
in  Wales,  where  there  wore  long  dis- 
tances between  the  places  ia  which  tho 
County  Court  was  held,  and  which  were 
visited  by  the  Judge  only  once  in  two  or 
three  mouths.  In  these  cases,  as  well 
as  those  cases  whore  the  places  were 
close  together,  it  would  be  desirable  for 
the  Judges  to  get  through  the  work  in  a 
more  business-like  way,  and  with  greater 
expedition  than  was  the  case  at  present. 
It  would  bo  far  better  to  have  n  sitting 
over  in  two  or  three  days  than  to  havo 
seven  days  occupied  over  it.  If  the 
County  Court  Judges  had  their  wits 
about  them,  they  would  endeavour,  if 
tho  opportunity  wore  given  to  them,  to 
sit  as  long  as  the  Judges  of  the  Superior 
Courts,   but  to  eit  late  in  the  day.     It 
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was  far  bettor,  both  for  themsolTea  and 
the  suitors,  to  get  good  long  days,  and 
to  finish  tho  list  before  them,  rather 
than  to  spin  it  out  to  an  inordinato 
longth.  The  Judges  of  the  Superior 
Courts,  even  the  Lord  Chief  Justice, 
lounged  into  Court  at  half-past  10  or  a 
quarter  to  1 1  o'clock,  and  were  anxious 
to  get  to  n  meeting  of  Judges,  say,  by  a 
quarter  to  4  o'clock ;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, County  Court  Judges  were  in  the 
habit  of  sitting  to  7  or  8  o'clock  in  the 
evening.  The  latter  practice  was  highly 
to  bo  commended.  Many  judical  func- 
tionaries did  not  by  any  means  perform 
a  sufficient  amount  of  duty,  and  it  was  ' 
Bomewhat  remarkable  to  hear  the  ox- 1 
pressions  of  opinion  which  were  given, 
sometimes  oomlugfroni  very  high  sources, 
on  these  subjects.  It  was  remarkable 
to  observe  that  just  recently  a  Bill  had  ! 
been  passed  to  relievo  from  a  certain  ' 
portion  of  his  functions  a  judicial  fimc- 
tionary  who  only  sat  160  days  in  the 
year.  He  did  not  consider  that  a  suffi- 
cient amount  of  work  for  such  a  person 
to  perform.  On  this  point  ho  was  quite 
pure  of  what  he  said,  and  ho  should  not 
1  speak  with  such  confidence  if  ho  had 
not  experience  of  many  County  Courts. 

Ma.  MOLLOY  asked  whether  the 
hon.  and  learned  Solicitor  General  was 
able  to  state  how  many  County  Judges 
held  the  double  position  of  County  Court 
Judge  and  Recorder  ?  The  position  of 
Eecorder  was  one  which  in  maiiy  cases 
carried  with  it  no  emolument,  or  very 
little  emolument. 

Tin:  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  (Sir 
Fahrek  Hersciiellj  :  There  is  nothing 
to  prevent  a  County  Court  Judge  from 
holding  the  position  uf  Eecorder. 

Mr.  MOLLOY  asksd  whether  some 
arrangement  could  not  be  made  by 
which  a  Judge,  when  he  obtained  his 
Judgeship,  might  be  given  to  under- 
stand that  it  was  necessary  for  him  to 
resign  tho  position  of  Eecorder  ?  As 
be  had  said,  the  emolument  in  man;* 
cases  was  not  a  matter  worth  much  con- 
sideration. In  some  cases  it  was  very 
small — in  Sandwich,  for  instance,  it  was 
only  some  £10  or  £15  a-year.  The 
position  of  County  Court  Judge,  to  which 
B  Recorder  might  be  nominated,  was  a 
much  higher  one  of  the  two,  and  yet  in 
many  cases  the  titular  position  of  Re- 
corder was  retained  in  addition  to  the 
Judgeship.  He  knew  amongst  members 
of  the  Bar  there  was  a  strong  foeling  of 
objection  to  the  present  system  ;  and  it 
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was  generally  felt  when  a  Eecorder 
had  been  raised  to  the  dignity  of  a 
County  Court  Judge,  he  ought  to  aban- 
don the  other  titular  position,  and  that 
the  Eecorderahips  vacated  in  that  way 
should  be  distributed  amongst  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Bar,  who,  from  their  posi- 
tion, were  entitled  to  some  recognition 
of  that  kind.  He  had  stated  that  the 
Eecordership  of  Sandwich  was  only 
worth  some  £10  or  £1.5  a-yenr ;  there- 
fore, it  could  not  be  said  that  the  title  of 
Recorder  was  retained  because  of  tho 
addition  it  made  to  tin.'  salary  of  the 
County  Court  Judge.  In  eomo  cases, 
the  County  Court  Judges  received  sala- 
ries of  £1,500  a-year;  and,  seeing  the 
small  number  of  days  which  thoy  sat, 
ho  did  not  think  it  right  that  they  should 
also  retain  the  Rccordership  which  might 
bring  in  some  £200  or  £2-50  a-year.  Some 
explanation  could  be  given  of  the  short- 
ness of  the  sittings  of  some  of  the  County 
Court  Judges  by  referring  to  the  number 
of  days  occupied  in  tlieir  situations  aa 
Recorder.  When  the  fees  of  the  County 
Court  Judges  were  first  established,  it 
was  supposed  that  the  whole  time  of  the 
gentlemen  employed  in  that  capacity 
would  be  given  up  to  the  work,  aud  it 
was  certainly  never  anticipated  that  any 
of  them  would  be  in  addition  receiving 
the  salary  and  discharging  the  functions 
of  Recorder.  On  the  broad  ground,  it 
seemed  only  fair  that  when  a  Recorder 
was  appointed  a  County  Court  Judgi  ho 
should  resign  the  former  titular  position 
for  the  benefit  of  other  members  of  the 
Bar.  He  (Mr.  Molloy)  had  been  re- 
quested to  bring  this  matter  forward  by 
a  large  number  of  barristers,  and  he 
placed  it  before  the  Government  hoping 
that  the  point  would  not  escape  thoir 
attention. 

SiK  WILLIAM  HAECOUET  said, 
he  agreed  very  much  with  what  bad 
fallen  from  the  hon.  Member  who  had 
just  sat  down  (Mr.  Molloy),  and  he 
would  call  the  special  attention  of  the 
Lord  Chancellor  to  his  suggestion  in 
regard  t«  the  Eecorderships  held  by 
County  Court  Judges.  It  might  be  made 
a  condition  on  a  man  being  appointed  a 
County  Court  Judge  that  he  should  give 
up  his  office  as  Eecorder. 

Yote  agreed  to. 

(5.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £3,412,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majecty,  to  complete  the  inm 
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necessary  to  defray  the  fhargo  which  will  come  j 
in  courae  of  payment  dnrin;?  tho  year  ending  on 
the  31st  day  of  March   1(J85,  for  tho  Sulariea 
and  Expenses  of  the  Office  of  Land  Hegiatry." 

Mr.  AETEniR  AENOLD  said,  the 
history  of  tho  Land  Ke^istry  Offico  was 
80  well  known  that  he  need  not  detain 
tho  Committoo  more  than  a  minute  or 
two  iu  making  tho  Jlotion  with  regard  to 
it  which  stood  in  hia  name.  The  Olfiee 
was  established,  as  the  Committee  were 
aware,  not  for  limited  districts,  but  for 
the  whole  of  the  country,  and  to  carry 
out  Earl  Cairn.V  Laud  Transfer  Act  of 
1875.  The  failure  of  that  Act  had  beeu 
long  seen  and  well  understood,  and,  un- 
fortunately, it  was  a  progressive  failure. 
The  Act  continued  to  fail  more  and  more 
every  year;  and  ho  (Mr.  Arthur  Arnold) 
wished  particularly  to  impress  ou  the 
Committee  the  fact  that,  in  the  year 
1883,  the  failure  of  the  Act  seemed  to 
have  reached  almost  the  lowest  possible 
depth.  Well,  he  was  able  to  state  that 
in  that  year  the  number  of  new  estates 
rsgistered  in  the  OlTice  of  the  Land 
Hegistry  was,  in  tho  last  si.x  months  of 
the  year,  two,  whilst  in  the  preceding 
BLX  months  it  was  four  ;  so  tho  total  num- 
ber of  new  estates  registered  in  the  course 
of  the  year  1883  was  six.  When  he  stated 
that  the  probable  number  of  transfers 
of  real  property  which  took  place  in  this 
country  amounted  to  about  300,000 
a-year,  tho  Committee  would,  easily  un- 
derstand that  an  Office  which  was  regis- 
tering new  estates  at  the  rate  of  six 
per  annum,  was  not  exactly  fulfilling  an 
important  function  in  the  State,  and 
not  giving  them  the  slightest  hope  that 
at  any  conceivable  period  they  would 
have  a  complete  Registry  of  Titles. 
It  would  be  eeon,  from  the  item  in  the 
Estimate,  that  tho  Office  of  the  Land 
Eegistry  at  tho  present  moment  cost 
about  £1,000  for  each  new  estate  regis- 
tered. That  was.  probably,  the  greatest 
scandal  in  the  whole  of  the  Civil  Service 
Estimates ;  and  when  he  considered  the 
smooth  words  used  not  lung  ago  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  who  was  a  master  of 
smooth  words,  in  informing  the  House 
that  he  and  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury had  made  careful  investigation  of 
the  whole  of  the  Civil  Service  Estimates, 
and  that  they — probably  two  of  the  very 
ablest  administrative  servants  of  tho 
Crown  connected  with  the  Treasury — 
had  been  unable  to  tiud  a  single  item 


on  which  they  could  recommend  a  re- 
duction of  the  Public  Expenditure — 
when  they  considered  these  smooth  words 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  all 
they  could  say  was,  that  it  was  very 
much  to  bo  regretted  that  tho  right  hon. 
Gentleman  and  his  Colleague  had  not 
been  more  successful  in  thoir  search, 
lie  (Mr.  Arthur  Arnold)  certainly 
thought  they  might  have  recommended 
such  a  reduction  as  he  was  about  to  ask 
the  Committee  to  consider  this  evening. 
But,  before  ho  advocated  that  reduction, 
he  would  alludo  to  the  fact  that,  during 
the  present  Session,  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  'Mr. 
Courtney),  in  connection  with  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney 
General,  had  introduced  a  Bill  pro- 
posing to  remove  the  Middlesex  Land 
Registry  into  tho  Land  Registry  Office. 
Now,  tho  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  had 
been  distinctly  challenged  upon  that 
point.  He  had  been  asked  by  tho  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Hastings  (Mr. 
luce)  and  himself  (Mr.  Arthur  Arnold) 
whether  the  Bill  proposed  to  effect  any 
ecouomy  whatever  in  regard  to  Public 
Expenditure?  Tho  hon.  Member,  un- 
less ho  (Mr.  Arthur  Arnold)  was  much 
mistaken,  was  silent  when  that  challenge 
was  made ;  but,  at  all  events,  he  did 
not  give  a  hope  that  the  passing  of  tho 
Bill  would  save  the  Public  Expenditure 
one  single  farthing ;  and,  under  these 
circumstances,  holding  the  stx-ong  opi- 
nion that  a  Registry  of  Titles  was  what 
they  wanted,  and  not  a  Registry  of 
Deeds,  he  had  opposed  tho  shovelling  of 
the  Middlesex  Land  Registry  into  that 
Office.  It  appeared  the  Treasury  would 
have  given  the  countenance  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  that  transfer,  without  any 
proposed  improvement  of  the  system  of 
registry;  it  wos  simply,  no  doubt,  an 
attempt  to  avoid  the  scandal  of  bringing 
forward  this  Vote  year  after  year.  He 
(Mr.  Arthur  Arnold)  was  about  to  sug- 
gest another  and  more  equitable  method 
of  reducing  this  most  scandalous  Vote. 
It  was  not  uncommon  for  civil  servants 
in  this  country,  when  there  was  an 
excess  of  work  in  their  Departments, 
to  come  to  the  Government,  or  to  the 
Members  who  represented  them  in  Par- 
liament, and  ask  for  an  increase  of  pay. 
That  being  so,  it  appeared  to  him  (Mr. 
Arthur  Arnold)  to  be  only  fair  and  just, 
that  when  in  their  Department  there 
was  absolutely  nothing  to  do,  or  next 
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door  to  uothing  to  do,  the  civil  servants 
should  submit  to  a  reduction  in  their 
salaries.  lie  thought  it  ought  to  have 
been  plain  to  those  two  Officers  of  the 
Treasury — namely,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  and  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury — when  they  entered  into  that 
very  careful  investigation  of  the  Civil 
Service  Estimates,  to  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  referred,  that  they  could 
save  at  least  £2,000  a-year  in  connection 
■with  this  Vote  by  reducing  the  salaries. 
Why  should  the  Chief  Eegistrar  of  this 
absolutely  abortive  and  wasteful  Office 
receive  £2,500  a-year?  No  doubt,  the 
gentleman  who  held  the  office  wns  not 
to  blame.  It  must  be  admitted  that  it 
was  not  that  gentleman's  fault  that  the 
office  was  practically  a  sinecure ;  but  he 
(Mr.  Arthur  Arnold)  certainly  did  con- 
tend that,  inasmuch  as  tiiat  gentleman 
was  very  little  worked — in  fact,  that  he 
had  almost  nothing  to  do— ho  should 
submit  to  a  reduction  of  his  salary.  Ho 
thought  the  Government  would  be  justi- 
fied, on  the  same  ground  on  which  they 
sometimes  granted  an  increase  of  pay 
to  civil  servant.'!,  in  ordering  a  reduction 
in  this  case.  A  reduction  might  also  be 
made  in  the  case  of  nearly  all  the  ser- 
vants in  this  Office,  lie  had  nothing 
personally  to  complain  of  with  regard 
to  these  gentlemen,  or  the  way  in  which 
they  performed  their  duties  ;  but  he 
certainly  thought  it  would  be  right  and 
just  to  say  that  their  salaries  should  be 
reduced,  considering  that  their  positions 
had  become  sinecures.  There  were  seven 
gentlemen  connected  with  the  Offices  the 
total  salaries  of  whom  amounted  to 
£5,430.  It  would  bo  perfectly  right 
and  just — nay,  more,  it  seemed  to  him 
it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurj* — 
to  enforce  such  a  revision  as  he  had 
stated.  He  should  have  been  very  glad 
if  the  Government  had  displayed  a 
greater  disposition,  during  the  life  of 
the  present  Parliament,  to  promote  mea- 
sures of  Land  Law  lieform,  and  spe- 
cially to  promote  measures  making  the 
system  of  registration  of  titles  eflective 
throughout  the  country.  He  complained, 
and  he  was  entitled  to  do  so,  that  this 
had  not  been  done.  He  believed  that 
measures  had  been  promoted  in  this 
Parliament  of  far  less  value  to  the 
public  than  such  a  measure  would  have 
been.  He  admitted  there  had  not  been 
very  much  time  wasted  by  the  Qovern- 
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ment  with  regard  to  legislation  ;  but, 
looking  at  the  importance  of  this  sub- 
ject, he  should  have  thought  preference 
would  have  been  given  to  it.  However, 
in  moving  the  reduction  of  the  Vote  by 
the  sum  of  £2,000,  he  desired  not  only 
to  call  attention  to  the  urgencj'  of  re- 
form as  to  this  matter  of  the  registration 
of  titles,  than  which  he  coidd  not  con- 
ceive a  reform  more  calculated  to  benefit 
the  public  at  large,  but  he  also  desired 
most  omphatically  to  express  his  own 
opinion  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Go- 
vernment to,  at  all  events,  reduce  the 
salaries  of  the  officials  in  this  Otfice.  It 
could  not  be  contended  that  a  man 
should  continue  to  receive  £2,300  a- 
year,  another  £1,500,  and  others  £400, 
£350,  £250,  and  so  on,  in  an  Office  in 
the  condition  of  the  Land  Registry 
Office  ;  therefore,  on  the  grounds  lie  had 
stated,  he  begged  to  move  that  Iho 
Vote  be  reduced  by  the  sum  of  £2,000. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"TUiit  a  Slim,  not  exceeding  £1,443,  be 
granted  to  ilcr  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
nucfssary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  daring  the  year  ending  on 
the  31st  dny  of  Hiirch  18H.5,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Office  of  Land  Kojfialry." 
— IMr.  Arthur  Arnold.) 

Mn.  W.  FOWLER  said,  he  felt  very 
much  for  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secre- 
tui-y  to  the  Ti-easury  (Mr.  Courtney)  and 
other  hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  op- 
posite on  this  question,  seeing  that  they 
had  to  support  a  Vote  which  was  piocti- 
cnlly  unsupported  elsewhere.  The  Com- 
mittee generally  must  feel  very  much 
for  gentlemen  who  had  given  up,  in. 
order  to  accept  these  posts,  good  prac- 
tices— who  had  accepted  their  situations 
on  the  faith  that  they  would  continue  to 
receive  their  salaries.  It  was  extremely 
difficult  in  a  matter  of  this  kind  to  vote 
a  reduction,  and  he  (Mr.  W.  Fowler) 
most  readily  admitted  it.  But  year  after 
year  they  had  heard  the  same  story  that 
notliing  was  doing  in  this  Office,  and  ho 
did  not  know  what  his  hon.  Friends  had 
said  iu  support  of  the  Vote,  or  could 
say,  except  that  which  he  had  just 
pointed  out — namely,  that  they  could 
not,  without  compensation,  take  away 
an  office  from  a  man  who  had  given  up 
a  largo  practice  and  very  good  prospects, 
to  till  it.  But,  for  his  own  part,  he 
would  rather  give  a  man  handsome  com- 
pensation than  require  him  to  remain  in 
a  place  of  this  kind.     It  was  a  great 
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pity  for  gentlemen  like  these  to  have 
nothing  to  do,  and  to  be  obliged  to  go 
day  after  day  to  the  office.  [A.n  Lon. 
Memueu  :  The  Chief  Registrar  never 
goes.]  Ho  was  not  aware  of  that ;  but 
he  should  doubt  it  very  much.  At  any 
rate,  he  would  suggest  to  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
that  some  of  the  6ubordiiiato  officers 
should  have  some  other  work  given  to 
them  to  do,  seeing  there  was  no  work 
for  them  to  discharge  in  connection  with 
their  own  department.  The  clerks,  for 
instance,  might  have  other  employment 
in  the  State  so  as  to  enable  them  to  earn 
their  salaries,  so  that  it  would  not  be  ne- 
cessary to  dismiss  them  altogether  from 
the  Civil  Service.  Something  of  the 
kind  might  bo  done.  The  i£ue8tion  was 
certainly  a  very  curious  one.  His  hon. 
Friend  (Mr.  Arthur  Arnold^  had  pointed 
out  that  it  had  been  considered  by  Com- 
mittee after  Committee  and  Commission 
after  Commission,  and  yet  thoy  were  no 
nearer  a  satisfactory  conclusion  than 
they  over  were.  They  had  gone  through 
the  process  of  appointing  a  higlily- 
pnid  gentleman  to  do  nothing,  and  that 
simply  because,  it  seemed  to  him 
(Mr.  W.  Fowler),  they  had  missed  al- 
together the  true  principles  on  which 
they  ought  to  have  acted.  He  thought 
thoy  would  never  have  a  Registry 
of  Deeds  worth  having  until  registra- 
tion was  compulsory,  not  directly  but 
indireclly  compulsory.  If  after  a  cer- 
tain date  no  transactions  atl'octing  land 
were  valid  unless  the  land  was  registered 
it  would  be  found  that  a  large  amount 
of  land  would  bo  registered.  Thoy  must 
import  something  in  the  way  of  indirecit 
compulsion  if  they  expected  people  to 
go  on  the  register  ?  AVhy  should  a  man 
go  on  the  register.  He  knew  a  gentleman 
who  had  an  excellent  title,  and  yet  it 
cost  him  a  year's  rent  to  get  his  land 
registered,  and  very  son-y  indeed  ho 
was  that  he  registered,  because  he  had 
to  pay  a  very  considerable  sum  for  what 
really  amounted  to  nothing ;  his  friend 
was  no  bettor  ofiP  now  than  he  was  when 
ho  was  off  the  register.  If  a  man  did 
not  want  to  do  anything  with  hia  land, 
ho  could  not  understand  why  registra- 
tion should  be  necessary.  If  thoy  made 
it  the  law  that  a  landlord  could  not  sell 
Ilia  land  or  mortgage  it  unless  it  were 
registered,  they  would  soon  find  him  on 
the  register.  He  (Mr.  W.  Fowler)  knew 
thero  were  people  who  denied  the  value 
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of  registration  and  said  they  were  just  as 
well  off  without  it ;  but  he  thought  that 
if  there  was  a  registration  of  titles  and 
not  of  deeds,  and  the  provision  ho  had 
mentioned  was  the  law,  they  would  soon 
find  that  the  expense  of  inquiring  into 
titles  would  be  very  greatly  diminished. 
His  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  East 
Sussex  (Mr.  Gregory)  approved  of  a 
registration  of  deeds,  rather  than  of 
titles.  Now,  when  he  (Mr.  W.  Fowler) 
was  in  America,  he  inquired  as  to  the 
system  adopted  thero.  He  found  that 
even  in  America,  where  transactions  in 
land  were  very  numerous,  but  not,  he 
supposed,  in  some  parts  as  numerous  as 
in  a  great  city  like  London,  the  experi- 
ence was  that  registration  of  deeds  led 
to  great  complication  as  to  indexes  and 
maps;  indeed,  private  Companies  now 
registered  titles.  A  great  business  was 
carried  on  in  Baltimore  in  the  registra- 
tion of  titles  by  private  Companies,  bo- 
cause  the  public  system  was  so  imper- 
fect. He,  however,  thought  that  if 
there  was  in  this  country  a  proper  re- 
gistration of  titles,  the  difficulty  experi- 
enced in  America  might  be  avoided. 
His  impression  was  that  they  ought  not 
to  ask  a  man  to  register  an  indefeasible 
title.  Some  people  had  an  idea  that 
putting  land  on  the  register  would  not 
simplify  matters  ;  because,  in  their  opi- 
nion, complications  began  to  arise  di- 
rectly thoy  got  on  the  register.  But 
the  Committee  had  not  now  to  decide 
all  these  details.  The  question  before 
them  was — AVhat  should  they  do  with 
tliis  Vote  ;  should  they  pay  this  money 
or  not  ?  He  should  certainly  listen  with 
great  curiosity  to  hear  what  his  hou. 
Friend  tho  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  Courtney)  had  to  say  in  defence  of 
the  Vote.  lie  should  not  commit  him- 
self to  any  course  of  action  until  he  had 
heard  what  his  hon.  Friend  had  to  say  ; 
but  he  protested  against  them  continu- 
ing, year  after  yeai',  the  sham  and  farce 
of  voting  £5,400  to  men  who  absolutely 
did  nothing  at  all.  He  thought  hia 
hon.  Friends  on  the  Treasury  Bench 
were  ingenious  enough  to  invent  some 
way  of  getting  out  of  the  difficulty.  He 
should  be  glad  if  some  of  this  money 
could  be  used  in  establishing  a  real  system 
of  registration  if  they  were  to  have  one 
at  aU.  Tho  present  system  had  proved 
to  be  an  utter  absurdity.  If  they  did 
register,  let  the  register  be  something 
worth  having.     What  they  had  got  no^v 
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was  not  ■worth  having,  and  he  did  not 
think  the  register  ever  would  be  worth 
having  if  they  stuck  to  the  idea  of  only 
registering  indefeasible  titles.  He  could 
not  imagine  why  anj'  man  should  be  so 
Btupid  as  to  go  on  the  register,  unless  ho 
was  going  to  divide  his  land  into  small 
lots.  Ho  earnestly  hoped  hishon.  Friend 
(Mr.  Courtney)  would  be  able  to  toll 
them  something  which  would  get  them 
out  of  the  present  difficulty,  and  prevent 
them  going  through  the  process  of  again 
■voting  this  large  sum  of  money  for 
nothing  at  all. 

Sir  henry  nOLL.A.ND  said,  he  had 
hoped  that  the  hon.  Member  for  Cam- 
bridge (Mr.  W.  Fowler)  was  going  to 
remain  faithfid  to  the  opposition  to  this 
Vote  which  had  been  expressed  by  hon. 
Members  who  now  sat  on  the  Govern- 
ment side  of  the  House ;  but  his  hopes 
were  somewhat  dashed  by  the  concluding 
observation  of  the  hon.  Member,  that 
he  trusted  the  Government  would  give 
some  satisfactory  explanation  which 
would  enable  him  to  vote  against  the 
proposed  reduction.  That  was  the  course 
taken  by  many  other  hon.  Members 
after  they  had  crossed  from  one  side  of 
the  House  to  the  other,  ns  he  should 
presently  show.  Ho  would  not  now 
attempt  to  discuss  the  important  ques- 
tion of  the  registration  of  deeds  or  titles. 
That  had  been  argued  at  great  length 
in  that  House  for  years,  and  had  been 
reported  upon  by  Committees  and  Com- 
missions, and  would  not  now  be  properly 
discussed  in  the  few  observations  with 
which  ho  would  trouble  the  Committee. 
Ho  would,  however,  express  his  entire 
concurrence  in  one  part  of  the  hon. 
Member's  speech,  in  which  he  admitted 
that  if  the  Office  was  abolished  or  re- 
duced, compensation  must  be  awarded 
to  the  officers  who  had  done  their  duty 
faithfully,  and  given  effect  to  such 
powers  as  were  vested  in  them.  This 
was  necessary  in  the  interests  of  the 
Public  Service,  for  good  men  could  not 
be  got  to  leave  their  professions,  un- 
less compensation  were  to  be  awarded 
to  them  if  the  office  which  they  were  in- 
duced to  enter  was  abolished.  The  only 
alternative  would  be  to  offer  them  very 
largely  increased  salaries,  which  the 
Committee  would  hardly  be  prepared  to 
grant.  But  this  alternative  would  fail, 
in  his  opinion,  to  secure  good  and  able 
men.  He  would  prefer  to  face  the  com- 
pensation question  rather  than  keep  an 
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useless  Office  on  the  Votes.  Certainly, 
the  history  of  this  Offi.ce  was  peculiar. 
In  1879  an  attempt  was  made  to  reduce 
the  salaries,  and  he  had  then  argued 
that  it  would  he  unfair,  without  notice,  as 
it  ■were,  to  take  such  a  step,  though  ho 
woidd  not  continue  to  vote  for  it  unless 
improved.  But  the  present  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  then 
in  Opposition,  would  not  hear  of  such  an 
argument.  He  wanted  to  know  what 
the  House  was  sitting  in  Committee  for, 
if  salaries  could  not  be  altered  ?  He 
said  the  duty  of  the  Committee  would 
be  a  farce  if  this  argument  ■were  to 
apply ;  and  his  name  appeared  in  the 
Division  List  for  the  reduction.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  present  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  expressed  much 
the  same  view.  The  majority  was  only 
obtained  that  year  in  the  belief  and  on 
the  understanding  that  more  work  would 
be  found  for  the  Office,  if  it  was  to  be 
continued.  But  then  came  the  change 
of  Government,  and  with  it  an  apparent 
change  of  opinion  and  votes.  It  was 
true  that  the  present  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  still  hold  that  the  constitution 
and  working  of  the  Office  was  unsatis- 
factory, and  the  hon.  and  learned  Qen- 
tleuian  the  Attorney  General  agreed ; 
l)ut  they  voted  for  the  salaries.  lu  1881 
ui>  Division  took  place.  In  188'i  again 
the  Office  was  attacked,  and  the  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  General  stated 
tliat  it  was  proposed  to  odd  to  the  work 
by  adding  the  work  of  the  Middlesex 
Registry  Office  to  it.  In  1883  the  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  General  said  this 
attempt  had  failed ;  and  this  year  an- 
other attempt  had  been  made  to  take 
the  same  step.  But  this  plan,  even  if 
suthcient,  had  not  met  with  the  approval 
of  the  House ;  and,  as  far  as  he  (Sir 
Henry  Holland)  knew,  no  other  attempt 
had  been  made  to  increase  in  any  other 
way  the  duties  of  the  Office.  And  now 
the  Committee  were  asked  again  to  vote 
in  support  of  this  Office,  which  had 
been  proved  to  bo  practically  useless. 
It  could  hardly  be  contended  that,  at 
all  events,  some  considerable  reduction 
might  not  be  made  in  it,  and  he  should 
support  the  proposed  reduction  as  a  pro- 
test against  this  continued  waste  of 
money. 

Mk.  COURTNEY  said,  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Cambridge  (Mr. 
W.  Fowler)  had  remarked  that  this 
Vote  was  insupportable,  and  then  im- 
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mediately  proceeded  to  give  an  argu- 
ment in  support  of  it.  lie  (Mr.  Court- 
ney) bad  to  point  out  that  the  gentleman 
who  took  this  Office  had  enjoyed  a  large 
practice  at  the  Bar  previous  to  his  ao- 
oeptauce  of  the  post.  It  was,  therefore, 
rather  unreasonable  to  expect  that  a  re- 
duction of  salary  should  be  made  in  tiie 
case  of  an  official  who  had  sacrificed  a 
large  practice  to  lake  a  po.st  of  this  kind 
on  the  faith  of  Parliament,  even  grant- 
ing that  the  amount  of  work  at  present 
was  not  sutficient  for  the  Staff.  It  was 
said,  however,  that  thoy  should  abolish 
the  Office  altogether  and  pension  the 
office-holders ;  but  if  they  were  to  do 
that,  they  would  practically  make  up 
thoir  minds  to  do  without  laud  x'egistry 
allogether.  They  could  not  keep  those 
officials  at  the  Office  and  reduce  their 
salaries,  on  the  faith  of  which  they  were 
induced  to  give  up  their  practice  ;  and 
if  it  was  intended  to  develop  this  Office, 
it  would  be  very  rash  and  very  false 
economy  to  retire  them. 

Mb.  HASTINGS  said,  there  could 
no  doubt  that  the  present  position 
of  the  OlHce  was  very  little  short  of  a 
public  scandal.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
they  were  asked  to  vote  £.5,000  a-year 
for  an  Office  which  really  did  no  work 
at  all.  Personally,  he  was  of  opinion 
it  would  be  belter  to  develop  the  Office, 
if  po.ssible;  and  what  he  complained  of 
was  that  things  should  go  on,  year  after 
year,  in  the  same  make-shift  fashion. 
There  was  a  great  work  to  be  done  in 
registration,  and  this  Office  ought  to  bo 
put  to  do  it.  Not  man}'  weeks  ago  he 
wa%  one  of  a  deputation  who  submitted 
to  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  At- 
torney General  (Sir  Henry  James)  a  Me- 
morandum from  the  Law  Amendment 
Society  dealing  with  the  subject ;  and  be 
(Mr.  Hastings)  thout»ht  that  anyone  who 
would  take  the  trouble  to  read  that  Me- 
morandum would  see  that  there  was  a 
great  work  to  be  done  in  connection 
with  land  registration.  There  had  been 
for  many  j'ears  a  system  of  land  regis- 
tration in  force  in  the  whole  of  our  Aus- 
tralian Colonies ;  and  he  believed  that,  at 
the  present  moment,  there  was  an  effort 
being  made  to  extend  the  system  to 
Canada.  The  system  had  been  ex- 
tended to  other  parts,  and  wherever  it 
had  been  put  in  force  it  had  proved  a 
great  success.  What  ho  and  others 
asked  was  that  the  Government  should 
turn  thoir  attention  to  the  subject,  and 
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that  if  they  found  that  the  system  bail 
not  succeeded,  or  was  not  applicable  to 
this  country,  they  should,  at  least, 
tell  Parliament  why  they  came  to  that 
conclusion.  They  had  a  right  to  know 
why,  when  there  was  a  Land  Registry 
Office  which  cost  £.5,000  a-year,  no  effort 
was  made  to  extend  to  England  the  sys- 
tem of  lond  registration  which  had  con- 
ferred such  great  benefit  on  many  parts 
of  Her  Majesty's  Dominions.  He  had 
not  tlie  least  doubt  that  a  similar  land  re- 
gistration was  perfectly  feasible  in  this 
country,  all  the  more  feasible  now  that  a 
Cadastral  Survey  was  being  carried  out 
in  the  Kingdom.  The  whole  of  the  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  registration  vanished 
as  soon  as  that  Survey  was  made.  Tho 
question  of  Land  Law  lieform  was  really 
dependent  upon  thoroughly  good  land 
registration.  Ho  trusted  that  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Governmeut  would  show,  in  some 
future  Session  of  Parliament,  that  they 
were  alive  to  tho  question,  and  that  thoy 
would  endeavour,  either  by  the  adoption 
of  tho  Torrens'  system  now  in  force  in 
Australia,  or  some  other  system,  to  give 
the  people  of  this  country  the  benetit  of 
land  registration. 

Mr.  GEEGORY  said,  he  did  not  pro- 
pose to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the 
whole  system  of  land  registration ;  but 
as  ho  had  been  referred  to  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Cambridge  (Mr.  \V.  Fowler) 
he  felt  bound  to  offer  a  few  remarks. 
Ho  might  say,  at  once,  that  he  was  in 
favour  of  a  registration  of  deeds,  and 
that  he  believed  the  failure  of  this  Office 
to  be  due  to  the  fat  t  that  it  was  an  Office 
for  the  registration  of  titles,  and  not  of 
deeds.  What  the  Government  could  do 
was  to  convert  the  Office  into  one  for  the 
rogittration  of  deeds,  and  ot'  that  he  was 
entirely  in  favour.  The  Guvcrnment  had 
introduced  a  Bill  for  that  purpose,  and 
the  hon.  and  learnod  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Launceston  (Sir  Uardinge 
Gillard)  had  introduced  a  Bill  of  the 
same  character,  though  cai-rying  the  ob- 
ject somewhat  further.  Both  tho  Bills  had 
been  read  a  second  time,  and  his  sugges- 
tion, adopted  by  tho  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  to  theTroasury  (Mr.  Courtney), 
was  that  thoy  should  be  referred  to  a 
Select  Committee.  In  tho  event  of  those 
Bills,  or  either  of  them,  becoming  law, 
the  Office  would  be  necessary.  In  hia 
opinion,  it  would  be  absurd  to  abolish 
the  Office  now ;  besides  thoy  oould  not 
do  so    without    full    compensation    to 
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the  present  ofiScials.  It  was  requisite, 
in  the  public  interest,  that  they  should 
weigh  very  carefully  such  a  step,  because 
it  was  evident  that  no  one  would  accept 
an  Office  on  the  coutingenc3'  of  its  success 
or  failure.  It  was  quite  true  that  the 
present  Registrar  had  given  up  a  very 
valuable  practice  to  take  the  Office. 
Under  the  circum.stances,  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Salford  (Mr. 
Artliur  Arnold)  would  do  well  not  to 
press  his  Motion. 

Mil.  ARTHUR  ARNOLD  said,  the 
hon.  Gontleraan  (Mr.  Gregory)  had 
fallen  into  a  slight  error.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  stated  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  proposed  to  convert  the 
Office  into  an  Office  for  the  registration 
of  deeds.  That  was  not  the  cose.  Under 
the  Bill  of  the  Government,  the  Office 
would  remain  an  Office  for  the  registra- 
tion of  titles ;  but  there  would  be  a  re- 
gistration of  deeds  as  well  as  of  titles  in 
the  same  Office.  He  feared  that  would 
result  in  great  complication.  Hia  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  East  Worcester- 
shire (Mr.  Hastings)  had  spoken  of  the 
development  of  the  Office  ;  but  the  Office 
could  not  be  developed  through  the  pre- 
sent Registrar.  Ho  desired  to  speak  of 
the  Registrar  with  great  respect ;  but  he 
was  bound  to  say  it  was  absolutely  im- 
possible to  develop  the  Office,  and 
make  it  a  really  effective  registry  of 
titles  through  the  gentleman  who  now 
held  the  chief  Office.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Courtney)  had  spoken  of  the  opinion  of 
Parliament  on  this  subject.  His  hon. 
Friend  had  laid  it  down  that  Parliament 
■would  not  sanction  a  Bill  for  the  com- 
pulsory registration  of  titles.  Consider- 
ing that  that  was  the  only  Parliament 
in  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  held 
Office,  it  would  only  have  shown  respect 
to  the  independence  of  private  Members 
if  he  had  not  given  utterance  to  so  con- 
fident an  opinion.  The  opinion  of  this 
Parliament  had  never  been  taken  on  the 
subject.  A  proper  registration  of  titles 
to  land  was  absolutely  necessary  before 
there  could  be  any  .'atisfactory  settle- 
ment of  Land  Law  Reform.  He  en- 
tertained one  deep  regret,  and  it  was 
that  that  great  lawyer,  Earl  Cairns,  was 
not  a  Liberal  statesman,  because,  in  that 
event,  he  was  persuaded  the  question  of 
Land  Law  Reform  would  not  have  been 
60  long  delayed. 

ilu.  BAERY  said,  that,  although  this 
Office  was  one  of  the  greatest  scandals 
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in  the  Civil  Service,  it  would  be  a  dis- 
tinct breach  of  faith  if  the  Committee 
were  to  reduce  the  salaries  of  the  offi- 
cials. He  regretted  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  Courtney)  had  no  pro- 
posal to  make  which  would  put  an  end 
to  the  scandal.  Was  it  not  possible  to 
give  the  gentlemen  in  the  Land  Registry 
Department  some  other  appointment  ? 
There  were  a  large  number  of  appoint- 
ments in  the  Civil  Service,  Surely,  in 
the  course  of  the  year,  opportunities 
would  be  found  of  placing  the  Land  Re- 
gistry officials  in  positions  in  which  they 
would  earn  their  salaries.  It  was  very 
strange  that  the  Government  should  say 
they  were  utterly  helpless  in  this  matter. 
He  remembered  the  time  when  the 
sweets  of  Office  destroyed  the  appetite 
for  reform ;  but  in  this  ease  it  seemed 
an  extremely  simple  matter  to  find  Eome 
other  work  for  the  officials  in  question. 
If  it  happened  that  in  one  department 
of  a  large  commercial  concern  there  was 
a  lack  of  work,  and  there  was  nothing 
whatever  for  the  employet  of  that  de- 
partment to  do,  the  common  sense  of  the 
managers  would  prompt  them  to  find 
work  for  the  employSt  in  some  other  de- 
partment. He  put  it  to  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  (Mr.  Courtney)  why  com- 
mon sense  should  not  operate  in  this 
case,  and  employment  be  found  for  the 
officials  in  some  other  branch  of  the  Civil 
Service. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  the  Middlesex 
Land  Registry  Bill  was  before  the  House, 
and  under  that  BUI  a  great  deal  more 
work  would  be  thrown  upon  the  Office. 

Mk.  BARRY  asked  if  it  was  Hkely 
any  change  would  be  made  in  the  imme- 
diate future  ? 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  the  Middlesex 
Land  Registry  Bill  had  been  referred  to 
a  Select  Committee,  and  the  whole  ob- 
ject of  that  Bill  was  to  put  the  Office  on 
a  different  footing,  and  give  it  additional 
work. 

Mr.  HASTINGS  said,  that  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Middlesex  Land  Registry 
was  altogether  a  great  mistake,  being 
a  registration  of  deeds  and  not  of  titles  ; 
and  he  entertaiuod  a  strong  objection 
to  hand  over  the  Land  Eegistry  to  any 
such  body. 

Mil.  MOLLOY  said,  ho  hoped  that 
his  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Arthur  Arnold) 
would  divide.  The  second  reading  of 
the  Bill  referred  to  had  not  obtained  the 
assent  of  the  House  in  reality,  although, 
it  had  done  so  nominally;  and  it  vaa 
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]ierfectly  certain  tho  measure  would 
neither  pass  this  year,  next  year,  nor 
the  year  after  that.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
iry  (Mr.  Courtney)  simply  asked  to 
jntinue  this  sum  in  the  Votes,  bocausoi 
it  was  intended  to  combine  with  tho  Mid- 
dlesex Registry  another  useless  Office. 
His  own  opinion  was  that  it  was  objec- 
tionable, in  getting  rid  of  one  scandal, 
to  create  another  just  as  great.  Ho 
would  request  his  hon.  Friend  to  con- 
tinue his  opposition  to  the  Vote,  not- 
withstanding the  defence  of  it  by  the 
Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
which  was  really  not  of  the  slightest 
value. 

^^L  Question  put. 

^^r  The   Comniitteo   divided: — Ayes    32  ; 

\  Noes     41:    Majority     9.  —  (Div.    List, 

^^  No.  179.) 

^^  Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

I  (6.)  £18,690,  for  Revising  Barristers, 

^_         England. 

■  ne< 

I  '° 

K on 


(7.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £10,023,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  completo  the  sura 
necessary  to  defray  tho  C'bBr{>^  which  will  come 
in  course  of  i>ttymcnt  during  tho  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  Slaroh  188a,  for  the  Salaries 

4  Expenses  of  tha  Police  Courts  of  London 

,d  Sheerness." 


Mk.  H.  H.  fowler  said,  be  in- 
tended to  take  the  sense  of  the  Com- 
mittee upon  this  Vote,  as  a  protest 
against  the  charge  for  the  London 
Police  Courts  being  thrown  upon  the 
Imperial  E.\chequer.  The  cost  ought 
to  bo  borne  by  the  Local  Authorities, 
as  it  was  in  Manchester,  Liverpool,  and 
other  towns.  If  the  Ijondon  Govern- 
ment Bill  had  passed,  the  Metropolitan 
Government  would  have  had  to  meet 
the  charge  out  of  the  rates.  He  begged 
to  move  the  rejection  of  the  Vote. 

Sm  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  said, 
he  was  not  prepared  to  argue  against 
the  principle  of  the  proposal  of  bis  hon. 
Friend  (Mr.  H.  11.  Fowler;,  because  he 
quite  agreed  with  it,  and  was  of  opinion 
that  the  charge  should  be  defrayed  out 
of  the  Metropolitan  rates.  But  his  hon. 
Friend  was,  above  everything,  a  prac- 
tical man  ;  and  he  (Sir  William  liar- 
court)  would  ask  his  hon.  Friend  what 
would  happen  if  he  succeeded  in  reject- 
ing the  Vote?  There  would  then  be 
ao  Police  Courts  in  London,  and  no  one 


to  carry  on  the  administration  of  justice. 
Under  the  circumstances,  he  hoped  his 
hon.  Friend  would  not  press  the  Motion 
to  a  Division. 

Mb.  Alderman  W.  LAWRENCE 
said,  that  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Wolverhampton  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler), 
in  moving  the  rejection  of  the  Vote, 
had  done  so  because  he  considered  that 
charges  of  this  kind  ought  to  be  paid 
by  the  Metropolis,  and  that  they  should 
not  come  out  of  the  Imperial  E.\choquer. 
The  objection  of  his  hon.  Friend  did 
not  apply  to  the  City  of  London,  because 
the  City  paid  for  its  own  Polico  Courts. 
Those  of  the  Metropolis  outside  the 
City  had,  however,  always  been  paid 
for  by  the  country  ;  and  if  a  charge  of 
this  nature  were  struck  out  of  the  Votes, 
it  must  not  bo  forgotten  that  the  Metro- 
polis jiaid  a  considerable  number  of 
charges  out  of  the  local  rates,  such  as 
the  rates  for  the  Royal  Parks,  Palaces, 
the  Foreig^n  OfHce,  Home  Office,  Admi- 
ralty, War  Office,  Somerset  House,  the 
Barracks,  the  Tower  of  London,  the 
Post  Office,  and  other  public  buildings, 
which  ought  to  fall  upon  the  public 
generally.  A  large  number  of  institu- 
tions of  this  kind  were  spread  over  the 
Metropolis ;  and  if  they  were  rated  as 
other  property  was  for  drainage,  sanitary 
precautions,  and  for  the  poor  and  general 
rates,  the  taxation  of  the  inhabitants  of 
London  would  be  considerably  relieved. 
At  present,  these  public  buildings  es- 
caped from  contributing  their  fair  share 
to  local  taxation,  and  the  consequence 
WBSthat  the  Metropolis  had  to  pay  amuch 
larger  sum  than  it  ought  to  pay.  He 
had  very  little  doubt  that  the  inhabi- 
tants of  London  paid  in  this  way  a 
much  larger  sum  than  they  were  re- 
lieved from  in  consequence  of  the  cost 
of  the  Metropolitan  Police  Courts  being 
defrayed  by  the  Imperial  Exchequer. 
Take  the  Fire  Engine  Establishments. 
A  small  and  inadequate  sum  was  contri- 
buted towards  their  maintenance  by  the 
large  Government  establishments,  al- 
though a  regular  sum  was  charged  upon 
every  other  description  of  property  for 
thfir  support,  and  the  Government  estab- 
lishments enjoyed  tho  full  share  of  the 
protection  which  they  atForded.  The 
sum  paid  by  tho  Government  towards 
local  taxation,  on  behalf  of  the  Govern- 
ment establishments,  was  simply  ridicu- 
lous compared  with  the  value  of  the  pro- 
perty and  the  services  rendered ;  and  the 
question  raised  by  the  boD,  Member  for 
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Wolverhampton  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowlor) 
■was,  consequently,  a  very  large  and  im- 
portant one.  Ho  (Mr.  Alderman  Law- 
rence) maintained  that,  at  the  present 
moment,  if  the  country  pnid  its  fair 
share  of  its  local  rates  on  account  of  the 
public  establishments  in  London,  they 
would  have  to  bear  a  much  larger  bur- 
den than  they  now  bore  for  the  expense 
of  the  Metropolitan  Police  Courts,  and, 
probably,  one  or  two  other  small  mat- 
tors.  It  could  not  be  snid  that  his  hon. 
Friend  had  brought  forward  any  argu- 
ments for  throwing  the  cost  of  those 
Courts  upon  the  ratepayers  of  London  ; 
and  he  understood  that  his  hon.  Friend 
simply  wished  to  take  a  division.  But 
it  was  impossible  to  allow  the  matter  to 
pafs  altogether  without  notice,  because 
the  charge  made  amounted  to  an  allega- 
tion that  the  ^fetropolis  was  robbing 
the  country.  I  An  hon.  Member:  Cer- 
tainly.1  Ho  did  not  agree  with  the 
hon.  Member ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  he 
contended  that  the  Metropolis  paid 
much  more  than  its  fair  share  of  the 
cost  of  the  public  establishments.  It 
contributed  largely  towards  the  e.xpense 
of  keeping  up  the  Eoyal  Palaces  and 
Parks,  the  barracks,  and  other  public 
buildings,  and  much  more  largely  than 
there  would  be  any  necessity  for,  if 
these  public  establishmeuts  paid,  as 
other  establishments  were  obliged  to 
do,  towards  the  local  taxation  of  the 
Metropolis. 

Ma.  H.  H.  FOWLEE  said,  ho  did 
not  propose  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
Committee  with  any  lengthened  remarks. 
Tlie  question  was  a  very  simple  one, 
and  was  thoroughly  understood.  But 
after  the  peculiar  position  which  had 
been  taken  up  by  his  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
Alderman  W.  Lawrence)  in  defence  of 
the  Metropolis,  he  desired  to  point  out 
that  the  arrangements  under  which  the 
Government  establishments  paid  local 
rates  did  not  apply  to  London  alone, 
but  to  every  borough  in  England.  In 
Manchester,  Leeds,  Birmingham,  and 
other  towns,  there  were  large  public 
establishments,  as  well  as  in  London, 
and  the  same  arrangement  was  applied 
to  all  of  them.  He  should  bo  quito 
ready,  whenever  the  day  came,  to  strike 
a  balance  between  the  Imperial  and 
local  expenditure.  He  did  not  antici- 
pate any  great  accession  of  Members  to 
the  Metropolis ;  but  he  had  no  doubt 
that   whoever  might   be   sent    to    tho 
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House  of  Commons  to  represent  the 
Metropolitan  constituencies  would,  as 
soon  as  they  got  there,  endeavour  to 
protect  the  pockets  of  the  ratepayers  of 
London  at  the  expense  of  the  rest  of  the 
country.  At  the  same  time,  he  was 
satisfied  that,  whenever  the  question 
was  raised  at  the  hustings  of  the  King- 
dom generally,  there  would  be  a  strong 
expression  of  opinion  that  London  should 
bear  its  own  local  burdens  exclusively, 
and  that  the  country  should  bear  theirs. 
His  right  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  tho  Home  Department  had 
said  that  he  (Mr.  U.  H.  Fowler)  was  a 
practical  man.  Ho  was  obliged  to  his 
riglit  hon.  Friend  for  the  compliment, 
and  it  was  simply  upon  that  ground 
that  he  intended  to  take  issue  upon  his 
Motion  for  the  rejection  of  the  Vote. 
No  difficulty  would  arise,  even  if  tho 
Vote  were  rejected.  The  salaries  of  the 
Metropolitan  Police  Magistrates  were 
not  included  in  the  Vote,  but  were  pro- 
vided by  the  Consolidated  Fund.  The 
expenses  of  the  Courts  were  also  pro- 
vided for  until  next  October.  He,  there- 
fore, intended  to  take  a  division  as  a 
protest  against  tho  present  state  of 
things.  If  the  Vote  were  rejected,  he 
had  no  doubt  that  his  right  hon.  Friend 
would  at  once  bring  in  a  Bill,  which 
could  be  di.«po8ed  of  in  a  few  days,  im- 
posing upon  the  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Works  the  charge  that  was  necessary 
for  keeping  the  Police  Courts  of  London 
in  order.  He  was  not  at  all  sanguine 
that  he  would  be  able  to  carry  hia 
Motion;  but  he  should  certainly  take  a 
division  as  a  protest  against  the  prin- 
ciple of  London — he  would  not  use  the 
word  "robbing,"  suggested  by  his  hon. 
Friend  tho  Member  for  the  City  (Mr. 
iUdorman  Lawrence) — but  confiscating 
the  property  of  the  country  for  the 
benefit  ol  the  wealthy  ratepayers  of 
London. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided :  —  Ayes  50  ; 
Noes  24  :  Majority  26.  —  (Div.  List, 
No.  180.) 

(8.)  £279,873,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  the  Metropolitan  Police. 

(9.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"That  a  eiim,  not  exceeding  £968,298,  bo 
granted  to  Iter  Itiijesty,  to  complete  tho  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  corns 
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in  coarse  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  3lBt  day  of  March  1885,  for  certain  Ex- 
penses connocted  with  the  Police  in  Counties 
and  Boroughs  in  England  and  Wales  and  with 
the  Police  in  Scotland." 

Mr.  sexton  said,  he  had  given 
Notice  aomo  days  ago,  chiefly  for  the 
information  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man Ihe  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  that  ho  intended  to 
move  the  reduction  of  this  Vote.  He 
rose  now,  accordingly,  to  movo  that  the 
Vote  ho  reduced  hy  the  sum  of  £5,000; 
and  ho  did  so  in  order  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  State  and  of  the 
Committee  to  some  circumstances  con- 
nected with  an  Orange  riot  and  fatal 
iiflVay  which  occurred  at  Cleator  Moor, 
near  Whitehaven,  in  the  County  of 
Cumberland,  on  the  r2th  of  the  present 
niontli.  He  would  state  in  a  few  words 
wlmt  happened.  Tlie  town  of  Cleator 
Moor  had  a  population  of  about  10,000. 
It  was  the  centre  of  a  mining  dis- 
trict, and  one-half  of  the  population 
of  the  town  and  a  large  part  of  the  sur- 
ruundiog  population  were  comprised  of 
persons  of  Irish  nationality  and  of  the 
Goraan  Catholic  faith.  For  that  reason 
the  Orange  loaders  in  the  North  of  Eng- 
land had,  until  the  present  year,  for 
some  years  abstained  from  holding  any 
of  their  national  meetings  or  festivities 
in  the  vicinity  of  Cleator  Moor ;  but, 
unfortunately,  this  year  the  evil  counsels 
of  some  of  the  local  leaders  resident  in 
the  town  of  Cleator  Moor  were  allowed 
to  prevail,  and  a  desire  to  violate  the 
peace  of  the  town  and  to  insult  the 
Catholicinhabitantstook  the  ascendancy, 
and  had  the  effect  of  counteracting  the 
prudent  course  which  had  liitherto  been 
(nken.  It  was  resolved  to  hold  a  public 
meeting  this  year  in  the  vicinity  of 
Cleator  Moor.  There  were,  however, 
local  reasons  why  the  Orange  leaders 
BJiould  have  avoided  holding  a  demon- 
stration in  this  particular  district ;  be- 
cause the  right  hon.  Qentleman  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment would  remember  that  some  years 
ago  a  person  named  Murphy,  describing 
himself  os  a  convert  from  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  gave  a  series  of  public 
lectures,  and  issued  a  number  of  insult- 
ing handbills,  the  staple  of  his  lectures 
consisting  of  foul  and  exasperating  nt- 
ta<.'ka  upon  the  doctrines  of  the  Homan 
Catholic  Church.  At  last,  in  the  town 
of  Whitehaven,  this  person's  harangues 


produced  such  an  effect  that  a  serious 
riot  occurred,  in  which  the  unhappy 
man  received  such  injuries  that  he  sub- 
sequently died  of  them.  This  event 
produced  an  excited  and  dangerous  state 
of  feeling  between  persons  of  different 
creeds  in  this  part  of  the  North  of  Eng- 
land; and,  therefore,  it  ought  to  have 
suggested  itself  to  those  who  were  re- 
sjionsible  for  the  Orange  demonstration 
on  the  12th  of  the  present  month  that  if 
they  desired  to  vindicate  or  advance 
Orange  principles  in  the  North  of  Eng- 
land, they  ought  to  have  selected  a  dif- 
ferent place.  On  this  part  of  the  case 
he  thought  there  would  be  no  difference 
of  opinion.  Ho  now  came  to  consider 
the  conduct  of  the  local  magistrates  and 
police  in  reference  to  this  meeting.  The 
Orange  Society  was  not  a  thing  of  yes- 
terday. Its  principles,  its  methods  of 
proceeding,  and  its  objects  were  well 
ascertained,  and  were  familiarly  known. 
They  all  knew  that  the  Society  had  been 
founded  for  the  purpose  of  commemo- 
rating certain  events  in  Ireland,  which 
had  had  the  effect  of  placing  the  Boman 
Catholic  people  of  that  country  for  mora 
thon  a  century  under  the  merciless  heel 
of  Protestant  ascendancy,  which  led  the 
way  to  those  Penal  Laws  which  formed 
the  most  disgraceful  chapter  in  the  his- 
tory of  English  rule  in  Ireland,  and 
which  no  man  in  these  days  attempted 
to  justify  or  defend.  To  go  no  further 
back  than  the  past  year,  the  magistrates 
and  the  police  in  the  North  of  England 
knew  well  what  had  been  the  course 
pursued  by  the  Orange  leaders  in  Ire- 
land, and  what  fatal  results  had  followed 
on  ditferont  occasions  when  they  had 
assembled  the  Orange  Party  together. 
They  knew  that  the  Orangemen  had 
been  told  to  keep  powder  in  their  re- 
volvers, and  not  to  fire  them  off  in  the 
gaiety  of  their  hearts,  nor  to  shoot  un- 
less they  had  somebody  in  front  of  their 
weapons.  They  knew  that  wherever 
the  Orongemen  had  assembled  in  Ire- 
land they  had  used  deadly  weapons ; 
that  they  had  used  them  on  the  occa- 
sion of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  (Sir 
Stafford  Northoote's)  visit  to  Belfast  and 
Dromore ;  on  the  occasion  of  Lord  Eoss- 
more's  mock  heroic  demonstration  in 
Dorry,  at  Eosslea,  and  at  a  public  meet- 
ing only  tt  few  days  ago  at  Newry.  On 
all  those  occasions,  the  two  distinguish- 
ing features  which  marked  the  attempts 
made  by  the  Orangemeu  against  tho 
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lives  of  those  viho  differed  from  them  in 
religious  crfed  were,  first  of  all,  the 
ferocious  deadlLuess  of  the  attempt  to 
take  away  human  life ;  and,  secondly, 
the  cowardliness  of  those  who  made 
them.  They  planted  themselves  on  the 
roofs  of  houses,  or  concealed  themselves 
behind  walls,  or  wherever  they  could 
find  a  safe  ambush,  and  then  made  a  de- 
liberate attack,  with  deadly  -weapons, 
upon  the  lives  of  their  opponents.  They 
knew  what  had  happened  in  the  county 
of  Tyrone.  Only  tlio  other  day,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  holding  of  a  peaceful  and 
perfectly  legal  meeting,  the  Orangemen 
pom-ed  in  from  distant  places  carrying 
sacks  full  of  revolvers.  Their .  sole  ob- 
ject was  to  prevent,  by  intimidation  and 
nets  of  violence,  the  citizens  from  exer- 
cising their  Constitutional  rights  ;  and 
they  persistently  refused  to  obey  the 
rdera  of  those  who  were  intrusted  with 
'  the  execution  of  the  law,  and  the  preser- 
vation of  the  peace,  the  Constabulary 
found  themselves  obliged  to  eject  them 
from  the  scene  by  force  of  arms  ;  and  in 
the  pursuit  one  misguided  youth,  brought 
in  from  n  distance,  met  with  his  death 
at  the  hands  of  the  police.  This  having 
been  the  prelude,  and  these  being  facts 
that  were  familiar  in  the  minds  of  every- 
one in  the  country,  he  respectfully  sub- 
mitted that  when  the  members  of  the 
same  Orange  Society,  distinguished  in 
Ireland  by  their  violence  and  lust  of 
blood,  notified  their  intention  of  holding 
a  public  meeting  on  English  soil,  and  of 
transferring  these  violent  and  fatal  ft<uds 
to  this  country,  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
magistrates  and  of  the  jiolice,  who  wore 
paid  under  the  present  Vote,  to  take 
special  steps  to  prevent  a  breach  of  the 
peace.  Thot  was  his  first  contention — 
namely,  that  if  the  magistrates  had  no 
information,  further  than  their  know- 
ledge, of  the  notorious  purposes  and 
methods  of  the  Orange  Society,  as  proved 
by  recent  events  in  Ireland,  and  empha- 
sized by  debates  in  that  House,  of  their 
own  motion  they  ought  to  have  taken 
steps  to  prevent  the  loss  of  life  or  any 
violation  of  the  law.  But  the  magistrates 
of  themselves  did  nothing.  The  next 
step  in  his  argument  was  that  the  magis- 
trates and  the  police  were  fruitlessly 
moved  to  take  effective  action.  The 
Catholic  priest  of  Oleator  Moor,  the  Kev. 
Father  Burchall,  went  before  the  bench 
of  local  magistrates  and  informed  them 
f/i  his  desire  to  swear  an  information 
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that  he  apprehended  a  breach,  of  tbo 
peace  ;  that  an  Orange  meeting  could 
not  be  held  in  the  midst  of  an  excited 
peojile  without  groat  danger ;  and  that 
he  had  reliable  information  that  the 
Orangemen  were  instructed  to  attend 
the  meeting  armed.  Surely,  the  magis- 
trates ought  not  to  have  needed  such 
information,  after  the  firing  at  Newry 
and  the  successful  use  of  revolvers  at  Dro- 
more.  But,  far  from  accepting  the  state- 
ment of  the  Eev.  Father  Burchall,  far 
from  permitting  him  to  lay  the  informa- 
tion he  desired  to  make,  the  magistrates 
took  no  action  whatever  in  regard  to  bis 
statement;  and  he  (Mr.  Sexton)  claimed 
that  in  treating  with  disregard  and  con- 
tempt the  appeals  of  a  gentleman  who, 
by  his  position,  by  his  local  knowledge, 
by  his  interest  in  the  people,  and  tho 
high  responsibilities  of  his  sacred  office, 
was  entitled  to  peculiar  consideration, 
wore  guilty  of  a  gross  dereliction  of 
duty.  The  Kev.  Father  Burchall  did  not 
stop  with  the  police  and  the  magistrates. 
He  wrote  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department;  and  if  it  was  necessary  to 
fix  the  date  of  the  fruitless  appeal  to  the 
magistrates,  it  must  have  been  at  least 
a  week  before  the  unfortunate  man, 
Tumelty,  lost  his  life,  because  the  letter 
to  the  Home  Secretary  was  written  on 
the  8th  instant,  at  least  a  couple  of 
duys  after  the  application  to  the  magis- 
trates. Having  failed  in  his  applica- 
tion to  the  magistrates  on  the  8th  of 
July,  Father  Burchall  posted  a  letter  to 
the  Secretary  of  State ;  but  it  was  only 
several  days  after  the  fatal  allray  took 
place  that  the  fact  became  known.  As 
soon  as  it  came  to  his  (Mr.  Sexton's) 
knowledge,  he  questioned  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  and  it  was  not  until  ho  did 
so  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  made 
any  acknowledgment  of  the  fact  that  a 
letter  had  been  addressed  to  him  by 
Father  Burchall.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman stated  that  it  was  received  at  the 
Home  Office  on  the  'Jth — that  was  to 
say,  that  the  Homo  Office  had  at  least 
three  full  days,  if  thuy  believed  the  in- 
formation of  the  Catholic  priest  of  Clea- 
tor  Moor,  for  taking  effective  steps  for 
the  preservation  of  the  pubUo  peace  and 
the  prevention  of  loss  of  life.  He  would 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  re- 
ceived that  letter  on  the  9th  ;  who 
oiiened  it ;  who  read  it,  and  what  be- 
came of  it  ?    Why  was  no  action  takei^ 
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upon  it  ?  Was  it  opened  by  some  aubor- 
diuate  clerk  ?     Was  it  tossed  aside  by 

•fiome  carfless  official,  or  did  it  only  come 
the  right  hon.  (jentloman's  know- 
ledge when  Henry  Tuineltj'  was  lying- 
load  with  an  Orango  bullot  through  his 
brain  ?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
Ibat  it  would  have  made  no  difference  if 

'tho  letter  of  Father  Burchall  had  reached 
Lis  hands  in  due  course.  [Sir  Willum 
"TAUconaT  assented.]  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  nodded  assent.  Surely,  if 
the  letter  had  come  to  his  knowledge  on 
the  9th,  it  would  have  been  within  his 
Competency,  and  would  have  been  part 
Bf  his  duty,   as  one  of  Her   Majesty's 

iPrincipal  Secretaries  of  State  for  Great 

■Britain,  to  have  suggested,  at  least,  to 

Itho  magistrates  of  Cleator  Moor  that  it 

Ivas  their  duty  to  obtain  information,  to 

ntscertain  if  the  fact  was  well  founded, 

'that  the  Orangemen  proposed  to  attend 
the  meeting  armed  ;  and,  if  so,  that  they 

.•were  called  upon  to  exert  their  powers 
conservators  of  the  public  peace  for 

*1;he  protection  of  life.  He,  therefore, 
held  it  to  be  a  most  calamitous  circum- 
ptanee,  whatever  the  cause  of  it  might 
Ijave    been,    that  the   letter  of  Father 

'Burchall,  received  on  the  9th,  in  refer- 
ence to  a  danger  apprehended  on  the 
12th,  had  become  submerged  in  the  Cor- 
respondence of  the  Home  Office,  and  was 
snly  brought  to  light  when  the  fatal 
Bveut  had  occurred.  The  Home  Office 
did  not  li.sten  to  Father  Burchall.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  reply  to 

""  im;  the  12th  of  July  arrived,  and  the 
.*rangomen,  to  the  number  of  1,500, 
Ippeared  on  the  scene,  having  been 
aohtly  conveyed  by  special  train  from 
rarioua  parts  of  the  county.     The}'  were 

"decorated  with  the  regalia  of  the  Order, 
and,  aooorapanied  by  bands  and  banners, 

l^iey  marched  to  the  place  of  meeting. 

Tfow,  however  trilling  it  might  appear 
^o  be  to  Englishmen  who  were  uuac- 
luainted  with  the  internecine  wars  in 
Ireland,  the  mottoes  upon  these  banners 
rero  of  the  most  exasperating  type ;  the 
)raDgemen  themselves  were  armed  with 
•words    and    pikes,   conspicuously  dis- 

'playod,  while  most  of  them  carried  hid- 
den, but  loaded,  revolvers.  They  came 
■with  a  deadly  purjwse  in  their  hearts, 
and  that  murder  was  their  intention  from 
the  outset  could  be  made  clear  by  their 
conduct  from  the  earliest  moment ;  be- 
cause, on  passing  the  Uoman  Catholic 
pliuroh,  where  religious  services  at  the 


time  were  proceeding,  instead  of  behav- 
ing themselves  as  men  would  behave 
who  were  desirous  of  avoiding  all  wanton 
acts  of  provocation,  they  uttered  all  man- 
ner of  offensive  cries,  and  played  insult- 
ing Party  tunes.  The  playing  of  Party 
tunes  might  seem  to  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman a  trifle ;  but  to  Irish  Catholics 
they  brought  to  remembrance  attacks 
upon  their  personal  liberty,  and  of  a  long 
series  of  outrages  upon  an  unoffending 
people.  The  Orangemen,  as  he  had  said, 
uttered  exasperating  cries,  and,  having 
proceeded  to  the  place  of  meeting,  deli- 
vered speeches  of  the  usual  character. 
Tlio  meeting  being  over,  they  left  tho 
field,  and  returned  to  the  town  towards 
thf^  railway  station,  along  a  route  about 
a  mile  in  length.  On  several  occasions 
when  the  Orange  Societies  in  Ireland 
hnd  issued  placards,  the  Government 
had  decided  that  they  wore  not  to  be 
abridged  in  their  rights,  and  police  were 
collected  in  considerable  numbers  to  pro- 
tect them.  At  Dromore  there  had  been 
a  meeting  of  the  same  description  as 
that  at  Cli'ator  Moor,  and  there,  also,  a 
large  number  of  Catholics  opposed  the 
aggressive  tactics  of  the  Orange  Party. 
The  whole  of  the  circumstances  were,  to 
a  large  degree,  analogous  to  those  at 
Cleator  Moor.  Tho  Executive  assembled 
800  Cavalry,  200  Infantry,  and  a  force 
of  police,  all  of  whom  were  employed, 
not  to  separate  opposing  crowds,  but  to 
render  a  collision  impossible.  Did  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  mean  to  tell  the 
Committee  that  a  body  of  men  were 
likely  to  be  able  to  march  through  the 
streets  of  a  town  carrying  swords  and 
spears  without  a  probabiGty  of  blood- 
shed ?  What  the  police  at  Cleator  Moor 
ought  to  have  done  was  to  have  in- 
structed the  Orangemen  to  take  a  dif- 
ferent route  to  the  station,  and  so  have 
prevented  a  collision.  This  was  how  the 
fatal  collision  occurred,  according  to  the 
report.  The  Orange  Party  were  armed 
with  pistols,  swords,  and  spears ;  tliey 
were  dressed  in  the  Orange  costume, 
carried  flags  and  banners,  and  were  ac- 
companied by  bands  of  music.  One  of 
the  Orangemen  thrust  a  flag  in  tho  faces 
of  some  of  the  crowd,  whereupon  the 
opposing  crowd,  consisting  of  about 
(i.OOO  people,  rushed  in  on  the  Orange 
Party ;  several  blows  were  struck,  and 
the  encounter  resulted  in  the  death  of 
tho  boy  Tumelty.  The  police  only  num- 
bered 46,  instead  of  500  or  1,000,  ant} 
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they  contented  themselves  with  walking 
in  the  rear  of  the  procession,  allowing 
the  collision  to  take  place,  the  peace  to 
be  broken,  and  life  to  be  taken ;  and 
now  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  argued 
that  the  police  should  bo  acquitted,  be- 
cause, after  the  collision,  and  after  life 
was  taken,  and  after  dangerous  wounds 
had  been  inflicted  upon  several  persons, 
they  separated  the  parties.  He  main- 
tained that  the  collision  ought  to  have 
been  absolutely  prevented,  as  was  fre- 
quently done  in  Ireland.  The  course 
taken  by  the  Irish  Executive  for  pre- 
venting collisions  in  Ireland  was  far 
more  intelligent  than  that  pursued  by 
the  English  police.  The  general  effects 
of  the  methods,  and  purposes,  and  acts 
of  the  Orange  Society  were  suiBcient  to 
have  caused  the  magistrates  to  have  pro- 
vided a  special  force  of  sufficient  sti-ength 
to  prevent  a  collision.  In  the  second 
place,  the  local  magistrates,  on  the  re- 
quest of  theEev.  Father  Burchall,  ought 
to  have  invited  him  to  lay  an  informa- 
tion, and  on  his  doing  so,  and  swearing 
that  the  Orangemen  would  come  armed, 
they  ought  to  have  considered  whether  it 
was  their  duly  to  prevent  tlio  meeting. 
In  the  third  place,  it  appeared  that  some 
of  the  officials  were  guilty  of  the  most 
grave  and  deplorable  neglect  of  duly  in 
allowing  the  solemn  letter  of  the  priest, 
who  wrote  with  a  view  of  preserving  the 
public  peace,  and  of  preventing  loss  of 
life,  to  remain  unnoticed  for  a  week. 
Further,  the  police  ought  to  have  pro- 
vided a  sufficient  force  to  prevent  the 
two  crowds  coming  together,  and  instead 
of  allowing  the  excited  Orangemen  to 
gfO  along  the  high  road  until  they  came 
into  collision  with  the  Catholics,  they 
should  have  directed  them  to  go  by  some 
other  route,  or  else  should  have  com- 
pelled the  Boman  Catholic  crowd  to  keep 
back.  With  regard  to  ihe  matter  of 
arrests,  it  was  clear  that  the  Orangemen 
were  the  only  Party  armed,  and  that 
they  alone  gave  deliberate  provocation  ; 
the  Catholics  were  victims  of  Orange 
ferocit}- ;  and  yet  the  energy  of  the 
police  was  ironically  illustrated  by  the 
fact  that  they  arrested  five  or  six  of  the 
Orange  Party,  but  subsequently  arrested, 
at  6  o'clock  in  the  morning,  six  or  seven 
of  the  Catholics,  whom  they  took  out  of 
their  bods.  He  threw  upon  the  Govern- 
ment the  responsibility  of  the  violent 
death  of  this  unfortunate  youth  Tumelty ; 
and  for  the  vindication  of  justice  against 
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those  who  caused  bis  doatli,  and  inflicted 
wounds  upon  other  persons,  he  begged 
to  move  the  reduction  of  the  Vote  by 
£5,000. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £903,298,  b« 
granted  to  Her  Srujesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
nocesaiiry  to  defray  tlio  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March  1885,  for  certain 
Expenses  connected  with  the  Police  in  Counties 
nnd  Boroughs  in  Kn^l'ind  and  Wales  and  with 
the  Police  in  Scotland." — [Mr.  S&jIoh.) 

Sir  WILLIAM  HAECOUET:  I  am 
obliged  to  speak  upon  this  subject  with 
more  reserve  than  the  hon.  Member  for 
Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton) ;  because,  although 
he  has  stated,  with  great  confidence,  the 
facts  of  this  case,  which  are  now  neces- 
sarily under  the  consideration  of  the 
Courts  of  Law,  I  cannot  take  the  same 
licence  that  he  has  taken.  With  regard 
to  the  history  of  this  matter,  I  shall  not 
offer  any  plea  in  vindication  of  these 
wretched  Party  processions.  I  could 
give  no  encourogemeut  to  Party  proces- 
sions, especially  to  those  which  are  em- 
bittered by  the  odium  theologicttm,  which 
are  the  worst  of  all.  All  I  have  to  do 
in  the  matter  is  to  consider  whether 
theso  processions  are  unlawful  or  not. 
When  I  first  came  to  the  Homo  Office  I 
found  a  tradition  well  established  in 
that  Office — a  very  sensible  tradition. 
I  am  bound  to  say  that,  in  England,  we 
have  little  trouble  with  Party  proces- 
sions, except  those  which  thehon.llember 
has  called  Irish  religious  processions. 
They  do  not  involve  English  antagonism 
of  feeling ;  but  in  Liverpool  and  Glas- 
gow, and  some  other  towns,  these 
Orange  processions  have  given  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  and  caused  riots  ;  and  I 
found  that  the  Law  Officers  had  laid 
down  the  doctrine  that  if  an  information 
were  sworn  that  a  procession  was  likely 
to  lead  to  a  breach  of  the  peace,  the 
magistrates  should  declare  such  proces- 
sion to  be  unlawful.  That  was  a  good 
and  sensible  doctrine,  I  thought,  and  I 
wished  it  had  turned  out  to  be  the  law. 
But,  unfortunately,  the  law  does  not  al- 
ways turn  out  to  be  as  we  could  wish ; 
and  this  doctrine — which  served  us  very 
well  in  regard  to  Salvation  Army  dis- 
turbances, which  have  sometimes  ap- 
proached in  severity  Orange  riots,  for 
we  had,  with  good  effect,  advised  the 
magistrates  that  when  they  thought 
there  would  be  a  breach  of  the  peace 
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;hey  should  put  a  stop  to  these  meetingfs 
<hy  proclamation  —  this  doctrine  the 
"burls  of  Law  decided  could  not  be  sus- 

.ined,  and  that  magistrates  had  no 
power  to  proclaim  such  meetings.  From 
that  moment  the  situation  became  ex- 
tremely dilfieult  for  local  mag;istrate8. 
When  the  magistrates  anticipated  a  row, 

nd  had  only  a  small  force  of  police, 

hey  did  not  know  what   to   do  when 

here  was  a  gathering  of  the  Salvation 

'  riny  and  the  Skeleton  Army.    I  regret 

that  state  of  things  very  much.     With 

regard  to  these  occurrences  at  Cleator 

loor,  I  must  say  that  I  thiuk  the 
Orangemen  were  foolish  to  go  to  Cleator 
lloor;  but  the  hon.  Member  seems  to 
thiuk  that  the  magistrates  ought  to 
'liars  declared  their  meeting  unlawful ; 
but,  after  the  decision  of  the  Courts  of 
Law,  the  magistrates  could  not  have 
undertaken  to  declare  the  meeting  un- 
lawful. The  hon.  ^fombcr  says  the 
meeting  should  have  been  declared  un- 
lawful, because  the  Orangemen  were  to 
carry  arms ;  but  I  am  not  prepared  to 

isay  that  the  mere  possession  of  arms  on 
the  part  of  those   going  to  a  meeting 
Oonetilute  an  unlawful  meeting.     With 
respect  to  the  Eov.  Father  Burcliall,  what 
TTas  it  that  he  a^ked  the  magistrates  to 
do?     Ko   asked   them  to   prohibit  the 
bieeting,  and  ho  asked  rao  to  do  so.  Why 
did  ho  usk  this  ?    Because  ho  knew  that 
his  own  flock  would  attack  the  Orange- 
men.    He  did  not  believe  the  Orango- 
Iinen  had  brought  these  arms  with  the 
[nteniiou  of  using  them;  but  he  knew 
that  the   Catholic  Party   would  bo  so 
bOended   that   they  would    attack   the 
prangemen.     That  is  an  exactly  similar 
IDasc  to  the  case  of  the  Salvation  and 
Bkeleton   Armies.     In   some   cases   the 
friends  of  the  Salvation  Army  have  said 
tliat  they  knew  that  if  the  Army  hold  a 
meeting  the  iSkeloton  Army  would  attack 
^■ihem ;    but  the  magistrates  have  held 
^^khat  the  Salvationists  were  not  to   be 
'       treated  as  aggressors,  because  the  Skele- 
ton Army  were  likely  to  attack  them. 
That   is   exactly  the   case   here.      The 
1      Orangemen  arrived  on  Cleator  Moor.     I 
^Bhave    no    doubt    they    were    absurdly 
^^Rlressed,  and  may  have  carried  absurd 
emblems ;    but   if  they   had  been    left 
alone  no  harm  would  have  been  done. 
Ab   to    their   having   these   arms   with 
em,  this  is  not  a  case  like  the  Derry 
iots,  in  which  Orangemen  are  armed  to 
ttack  other  people.     If  the  Orangemen 


had  been  left  alone,  nothing  would  have 
happened,  and  nobody  anticipated  that 
anything  would  happen.  The  Catholics, 
however,  were  determined  to  attack  the 
Orangemen.  The  hon.  Member  says 
that  the  magistrates  despised  the  warn- 
ing of  the  Eev.  Father  Burchall,  and 
did  nothing ;  but  there  ho  was  alto- 
gether misinformed. 

Mr.  SEXTON :  He  told  the  magis- 
trates that  he  desired  to  swear  an  infor- 
mation. 

SiH  WILLIAM  nAECODRT:  He 
wanted  to  swear  au  information  that  he 
was  uudor  the  impression  that  the  meet- 
ing would  lead  to  a  disturbance  ;  but 
the  magistrates  told  him  that  it  was  of 
no  use  to  swear  an  information,  because 
they  could  not  prevent  the  meeting. 
The  hon.  Member  is  wrong  in  supposing 
that  the  magistrates  did  nothing.  The 
magistrates  thought  the  matter  a  very 
grave  one,  and  gathered  together  45 
police  constables.  The  hon.  Member 
may  not  think  that  a  large  force.  The 
ordinary  force  in  that  district  would  not 
have  been  more  than  half-a-dozen  con- 
stables ;  but,  on  this  occasion,  they  had 
the  Chief  Constable  on  the  spot,  and 
magistrates  ready  to  read  the  Eiot  Act, 
if  any  disturbance  occurred.  Therefore, 
so  far  from  their  having  neglected  the 
warning  of  the  IJov.  Father  Burchall, 
they  expected  that  something  serious 
might  take  place,  and  they  collected  a 
large  force  of  police.  I  very  much  re- 
gret that  the  rev.  gentleman's  letter 
to  me  should  have  been  treated  in  what 
must  appear  to  him  a  discourteous  man- 
ner. I  do  not  like  to  throw  the  blame  on 
other  people,  but  would  rather  take  it 
upon  myself.  What  happened  was,  that 
the  letter  was  put  into  the  letter-box  by 
my  I'rivate  Secretary.  When  I  get  a 
number  of  letters,  those  which  I  do  not 
answer  myself  are  answered  by  my  Se- 
cretary; and  others,  which  I  have  not 
time  to  dispose  of,  are  put  into  the  box 
to  be  dealt  with  by  him.  By  some  error 
— and  I  should  wish  it  to  bo  supposed 
to  be  my  own,  rather  than  someone 
else's — it  was  imagined  that  I  had  seen 
this  letter,  and  on  the  day  after  that  it 
arrived  I  found  it  endorsed — "Seen  by 
the  Secretary  of  State."  If  I  had  thought 
that  the  neglect  of  that  letter  had  pro- 
duced any  serious  consequences,  I  should 
be  the  first  to  confess  it;  but  it  pro- 
duced no  such  eflcot.  I  will  say  at  once 
what  I  should  have  answered.    I  should 
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hnye  said  that  I  was  sorry  that  Mr.  Bur- 
chall's  application  for  the  stoppage  of  tlie 
meeting  could  not  be  granted  ;  because 
the  law  had  declared  that  the  magistrates 
could  not  prevent  such  a  meeting,  but 
that  I  would  forward  the  letter  to  the 
magistrates,  although  I  observed  that 
lie  bad  already  written  to  them,  as  well 
as  to  myself.  I  could  not  have  instructed 
them  as  to  what  fui*ce  to  send,  or  as  to 
what  they  were  to  do.  So  much,  there- 
fore, for  my  part  in  this  matter.  But  I 
am  prepared  to  maintain  that  the  ma- 
gistrates acted  perfectly  properly  in  the 
matter.  They  got  together  all  the  con- 
stabulary they  could,  and  the  force  was 
one  which  was  competent  to  deal  with 
the  case.  The  magistrates  were  there 
ready  to  read  the  Itiot  Act ;  but  it  was 
not  necessary  to  do  that,  because,  after 
the  first  collision,  the  police  overpowered 
the  mob.  Therefore,  the  magistrates  did 
collect  a  sufficient  force  to  deal  witb  the 
matter;  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
unfortunate  fact  that  the  Orangemen 
were  arraod,  nothing  serious  would  have 
taken  place.  But  I  cannot  allow  this 
matter  to  be  treated  entirely  from  a  one- 
sided point  of  view.  The  Orangemen 
may  have  been  very  foolish ;  but  the 
Catholics  were  totally  unjustified  in 
attacking  them  with  stones.  They  were 
four  times  the  strength  of  the  Orange- 
men. The  hon.  Member  says  that  the 
Orangemen  were  the  aggressors,  and 
gave  the  provocation ;  but  what  provoca- 
tion is  proved  ?  One  man  thrust  a 
flag  in  the  faces  of  some  others.  That 
is  a  thing  which  happens  every  day  or 
BO  i  but  it  would  not  justifiy  6,000  men  in 
attacking  another  party.  That  is  a  thing 
which  happens  at  every  election,  and 
for  a  mob  of  6,000  men  to  tlirow  stones 
at  another  party  for  such  an  act  is  a 
proceeding  totally  unjustifiable.  To  talk 
of  thrusting  a  flag  in  the  faces  of  several 
people  as  a  serious  provocation  and  as  a 
justification  of  an  attack  of  the  kind 
which  took  place  in  this  ease  is  unrea- 
sonable. Therefore,  I  cannot  say,  much 
as  the  occurrence  is  to  be  deplored,  espe- 
cially the  death  of  this  boy,  who  took 
no  part  in  the  transaction,  that  the  ma- 
giBtratos  were  to  blame.  What  does  the 
hon.  Member  say  ought  to  be  done  in  a 
case  of  this  kind  ?  He  says  the  Govern- 
ment, or  the  magistrates,  ought  to  have 
summoned  a  force  of  800  or  1,000  men. 
But  that  is  totally  impossible.  In  Ire- 
land, where  there  is  a  constant  state  of 
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semi-civil  warfare  going  on,  there  are 
plenty  of  police  available  ;  but  in  Eng- 
land we  are  not  in  the  habit  of  having 
1,000  men  constantly  ready  to  deal  with 
a  Salvation  Army,  or  a  Skeleton  Army, 
or  with  processions  of  Catholics  or 
Orangemen.  ["  Hear,  hear !  "]  A  small 
body  of  police  is  quite  suiBcient  to  deal 
with  disturbances,  and  it  cannot  be  held 
that  whenever  a  row  is  expected  800 
men  are  to  be  gathered  together.  This 
is  really  introducing  into  England  from 
Ireland  ideas  with  which  we  are  not 
familiar.  I  cannot  condemn  the  magis- 
trates on  this  account.  As  far  as  I  can 
see,  they  acted  with  prudence,  and  col- 
lected an  adequate  force,  and  very  soon 
put  an  end  to  the  difficulty,  although  an 
unfortunate  shot  produced  a  fatal  result. 
No  serious  charge,  therefore,  I  think,  is 
to  bo  })rought  against  either  the  magis- 
trates or  the  police.  And  now,  what  has 
taken  place  since  ?  I  wrote  to  the  magis- 
trates telling  them  that  the  proper  thing 
to  do  was  to  got  hold  of  the  principal 
offenders  without  partiality,  and  that 
they  have  dune.  They  have  been  active 
in  arresting  the  ringleaders  on  both 
sides.  The  hon.  Member  says  that  only 
one  Party  was  guilty,  and  that  that  was 
the  Party  which  it  appears  was  attacked. 
The  Orangemen  had  attacked  nobody. 
The  whole  row  arose  from  the  Catholics 
attacking thoOrangemen.  [Mr. Sexton: 
No.]  The  hon.  Member  may  say  No; 
but,  80  far  as  the  facts  are  stated  in  the 
Papers  we  have  received,  there  was  no 
attack  with  the  exception  of  this  waving 
of  flags  in  somebody's  face.  We  do  not 
in  England  call  waving  a  flag  in  a  man's 
face  an  attack.  If  a  man  waves  a  flag 
in  mj'  face,  I  do  not  call  it  an  attack, 
and  1  should  not  feel  justified  in  throw- 
ing .stones  at  him  in  consequence.  If  a 
mau  waves  a  flag  in  another  man's  face, 
and  the  othsr  man  throws  a  stone  back, 
I  should  call  the  man  who  threw  the 
stone  the  attacking  party.  So  far  as  I 
can  see,  the  magistrates  have  been  per- 
fectly impartial  in  endeavouring  to  sei2e 
all  the  leaders  who  were  guilty  of  vio- 
lence on  this  occasion.  Whether  one 
party  was  more  in  the  wrong  or  used 
more  violence  than  the  other  must  be 
decided  before  the  tribunal  before  which 
the  ease  must  come.  But  I  do  not  boo 
that  the  hon.  Member  has  made  out  any 
case  against  the  magistrates  or  the  police. 
Mb.  PAHNELL  said,  that  however 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  (Sij 
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William  Havcourt)  might  suppose  (hat 
he  had  made  out  his  ca<;e,  ho  had  not 
ade  it  out  with  reji^nnl  to  one  point  on 
■■whicli   he  chiefly  relied — namely,   that 
ihe  magistrates  hnd  no  legal  power  to 
iroclaira  the  meeting  in  question.     He 
;hought  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  un- 
"uly  under-estimated  the  proceedings  of 
;he  Orangemen  on  that  day,  and  also  the 
i^avit3'  of  that   movement,   which  ap- 
eared  to  have  been  transferred    from 
reland— having  been  put  down  by  the 
magistrates  in  that  country — and  to  have 
come  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  right 
"  on.  Qentleman  himself.     He  (Mr.  Par- 
eU)  was  sorry  to  listen  to  the  speech 
'of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  because  he 
eould  not  help  thinking  that  it  would 
be   taken    by    Orangemen   as    an    in- 
direct incitement  to  continue  these  de- 
ilorable  proceedings.     That  was  not  the 
rat  time  in  which  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
Itlemnn  had  taken  the  side  of  the  ag- 
essor  in  attacks  upon  Eoraan  Cntho- 
ics   by  Orangemen   in   England.      He 
(Mr.  Pnrnell)  recollected  that,  in  1882, 
fjin  English  village  was  cleared  out  of  the 
■whole  of  its  Irish  population  under  cir- 
cumstances of  great  barbarity  towards 
^tliese  (infortunate  people.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  on  the  oocaeion  in  question, 
in  his  remarks  in  that  House,  did  as 
much  as  he  could  to  excuse  the  doings 
of  the  malefactors,  and   to  render  the 
position  of  the  Irish  labouring  popula- 
tion still  more  difficult  with  regard  to 
earning  their  bread.     Now,  he  protested 
gainst  the  tone  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
'eman's  speech,    and    he   believed    it 
ould  lead  to  further  proceedings  of  the 
me  character  on  the  part  of  Orange- 
en.     It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
ese  were  not  all  Irishmen — they  were 
ihiefly  Englishmen.      The   right    hon. 
Gentleman  was  good  enough  to  say  that 
he  would  not  regard  the  waving  of  a  flag 
in  his  face  as  any  provocation  to  him ; 
but  the  mere  waving  of  a  flag  was  not 
rVhat  took  place  on  the  occasion  in  ques- 
"ou.      According  to  the  Report  of  the 
hief  Constable  of  the  district,  whichhad 
een  read  out  by  the  right  hon.  Geutle- 
an  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Homo 
apartment  in  the  House  a  few  nights 
igo,  the  disturbance  commenced  in  this 
ay — One  of  the  Orangemen  thrust  a 
flag  in  the  faces  of  some  of  the  crowd. 
It  was  well  known  that  flags  were  at- 
tached to  poles,  the  ends  of  which  pro- 
jected   several    inches,    if    not   a  foot, 


beyond  the  drapery  which  composed  the 
flng.s.  He  did  not  know  whether  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  ever  had  a 
flag  thrust  in  his  face — that  was  to  »ay, 
whether  he  had  had  a  pike  thrust  in  his 
face ;  but,  if  so,  ho  (Mr.  ParnoU)  was 
inclined  to  think  that  ho  would  have 
been  very  much  disposed  to  gain  pos- 
session of  the  flag-staff,  and  retaliate  in 
kind,  and  that  be  would  not  treat  the 
occurrence  with  such  levity  as  he  had 
done  that  evening.  But,  entirely  apart 
from  tlie  question  as  to  who  conimenued 
the  disturbance,  although  from  the  Be- 
port  of  the  Chief  Constable  there  could 
be  no  manner  of  doubt  about  that,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  received  full 
warning  by  letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Burchall,  that  the  Orangemen  intended  to 
go  to  Cleator  Moor  to  attend  a  meeting 
of  the  character  of  which  the  local 
magistrates  had  also  full,  due,  and 
timely  notice  from  the  same  source.  He 
was  inclined  to  ask  hon.  and  learned 
Gentlemen  present,  with  the  greatest 
respect  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  whe- 
ther a  procession  armed  with  revolvers, 
and  known  to  be  armed  with  revolvers 
and  otlier  weapons,  was  not  an  ilk-gal 
procession  ;  and  whether  it  did  not  con- 
stitute an  illegal  assembly?  The  decision 
which  was  given  by  the  Courts,  and 
quoted  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
other  day,  was  with  regard  to  an  illegal 
assembly  of  an  entirely'  different  cha- 
racter, because  it  had  reference  to  an 
assembly  of  persons  not  armed  ;  but  a 
number  of  men  proceeding  in  a  dis- 
ciplined body  with  deadly  weapons  in 
their  possession,  and  vowing  their  deter- 
mination to  use  those  weapons,  as  his 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Seston)  had  described, 
and  going  out  of  their  way  to  meet  per- 
sons upon  whom  they  might  use  them — 
such  persons  could  not  bo  held  to  con- 
stitute ft  peaceable,  orderly,  or  legal 
assembly,  and  as  an  illegal  assembly 
there  was  surely  some  power  in  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  have  prohibited 
it.  And  he  wished  to  draw  attention 
to  another  question.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  been  asked  some  days 
ago,  before  this  occurrence  took  place, 
whether  a  constable  could  not  arrest, 
search,  and  take  proceedings  against 
any  persons  whom  he  supposed  to 
be  carrying  a  revolver  without  a  li- 
cence ? 

Sra  WILLIAM  HAECOURT:   The 
hon.  Member  is  mistaken ;  I  do  not  re* 
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member  any  suoh  Question  being  put 
to  me. 

Me.  PAENELL  :  If  it  was  not  asked 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  it  was 
asked  of  one  of  his  Ciolleagues ;  and  the 
reply  was  that  the  constable  had  the 
power  to  do  that. 

Sib  WILLIAM  HAECOURT  :  I 
think  the  answer  must  have  been  that, 
in  case  of  suspicion  of.  intent  to  do 
bodily  harm,  a  constable  would  have 
power  to  arrest.  That  would  be  the 
more  legal  form  of  answer. 

Me.  PAENELL  said,  he  did  not  think 
there  was  any  qualification  in  the  case 
in  question.  He  should  be  within  the 
remembrance  of  the  Committee,  who 
could  correct  him ;  and  if  his  memory 
served  him  aright,  he  believed  the  Ques- 
tion put  was  with  regard  to  the  carrying 
of  arms  without  a  licence  simply  as  a 
breach  of  the  Excise  Law,  and  that  the 
answer  was  that  any  person  could  search 
or  take  proceedings  against  a  person 
whom  they  suspected  of  carrying  wea- 
pons contrary  to  the  Excise  Law.  Well, 
then,  the  carrying  of  revolvers  without 
licences  involved  a  breach  of  the  Excise 
Law.  The  magistrates  were  warned 
that  this  assembly  of  Orangemen  were 
going  to  carry  deadly  weapons;  and, 
moreover,  on  their  march,  they  flourished 
some  of  these  within  sight  of  the  police. 
He  submitted  that,  under  the  law,  even 
supposing  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  made  out  his  contention — that  it 
was  impossible,  under  the  recent  decision 
of  the  Courts  in  1881,  for  the  magis- 
trates or  the  Home  Office  to  stop  these 
processions — he  submitted  that,  under 
the  law,  it  was  possible  for  the  police  to 
have  surrounded  the  procession,  and  for 
them  to  have  arrested  and  disarmed  the 
people,  carrying  these  weapons  as  was 
done  in  Ireland  under  the  ordinary  law, 
when  people  were  searched,  and  revol- 
vers taken  from  them  in  sackfuls.  That, 
he  said,  was  the  plain  course  which 
ought  to  have  been  followed  ;  it  was  a 
course  which  would  have  prevented  loss 
of  life,  and  it  was  a  course  which  could 
have  been  taken  within  the  law.  Surely, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  did 
not  mean  to  say  that  he  regarded  the 
prospect  of  processions  and  meetings  of 
Orangemen  in  England  with  equanimity. 
Was  that  what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
intended  to  convey  to  the  Committee? 
Because  he  would  have  to  faoe  th«  ques- 
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tion  what  would  be  done  on  the  other 
side.  Did  the  Government  suppose  that 
the  other  side  could  not  buy  revolvers 
as  well  as  Orangemen  ?  Did  they  sup- 
pose that  when  the  next  procession  which 
came  into  an  Irish  district  in  England, 
where  a  vast  proportion  of  the  popula- 
tion were  Irish,  that  the  latter  would 
wait  for  the  Orangemen  to  shoot  them 
down  ?  That  seemed  to  be  the  idea 
which  underlay  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  [  Cries  of  "  No,  no ! "] 
Well ;  but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
bad  offered  those  people,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, no  hope  of  protection ;  he 
declared  that  the  law  was  powerless  to 
assist  them,  which  was  equivalent  to 
saying  that  they  must  protect  them- 
selves. Now,  he  had  pointed  out  the 
way  in  which  processions,  either  of 
Orangemen  or  of  Irish  Nationalists,  if 
they  took  to  the  use  of  arms,  which  the 
latter  had  never  done  either  in  Ireland 
or  in  England,  could  legally  have  their 
arms  taken  from  them.  If  those  arms 
could  not  be  legally  taken  from  them 
in  the  way  he  had  pointed  out,  he  should 
be  glad  if  the  Secretary  of  State,  with 
his  superior  legal  knowledge,  would 
point  out  the  way  in  which  it  was  pos- 
sible to  prevent  persons  attending  these 
meetings  and  processions,  when  there 
was  reason  to  believe  they  had  deadly 
weapons  in  their  possession.  He  pre- 
tended to  no  legal  knowledge  in  this 
matter  himself,  and  he  had  only  given 
the  reply  of  a  responsible  Minister  to  a 
Question  recently  put  to  him  in  that 
House.  He  asked  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman whether  it  was  not  possible  to 
direct  the  magistrates  to  take  some  steps 
such  as  he  had  indicated,  the  next  time 
a  procession  of  the  kind  went  into  their 
district,  whether  Irish  Nationalists  or 
Orangemen,  when  there  was  reason  to 
suppose  that  they  had  deadly  weapons 
in  their  possession,  would  be  stopped ; 
and  whether  those  who  carried  such 
weapons  in  defiance  of  the  Excise  Law 
would  be  deprived  of  them  ?  It  seemed 
to  him  that  both  the  magistrates  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  the  matter 
entirely  within  their  own  power,  and 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  no 
excuse,  on  the  ground  of  the  failure  of 
the  law,  to  supply  him  with  the  neces- 
sary means  for  this  purpose.  Well,  he 
wished  to  go  a  little  further,  and  he 
would  say  this — the  Secretary  of  State 
seemed  to  think  that  there  was  an  exouB« 
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for  the  resort  to  deadly  weapons  on  the 
oocaaion  in  question,  berause,  as  be  bad 
alleged,  an  assault  had  been  first  coin- 
mitted  by  the  National  Party  on  the 
Orangemen,  by  the  throwing  of  some 
Btones.  Ho  (Mr.  Parnoll)  bad  shown 
by  the  Report  of  the  Chief  Constable 
that  the  assault,  legally  and  morally, 
first  came  from  the  ranks  of  the  Orange- 
men. Ilowever,  passing  that  by,  he 
contended,  notwithstanding  the  slate- 
lueut  of  tho  right  hon.  Gentleman,  that 
no  man  was  justified  in  resorting  to  the 
use  of  deadly  weapons,  unless  he  sup- 
posed that  his  own  life  was  in  danger. 
Sra  WILLIAM  nAEOOUET:  The 
hon.  Member  must  hare  misapprehended 
me.  I  never  intended  to  convey  any 
Buch  impression.  Far  from  it ;  I  am  of 
opinion  that  such  conduct  is  most  im- 

? roper,  and  most  to  be  condemned.  But 
will  say  no  more  upon  the  subject, 
because  the  matter  is  under  investiga- 
tion. 

Me.  PARNELL  said,  ho  was  bound 
to  defer  to  the  statement  of  tho  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  He  accepted  it  fully, 
and  to  tho  utmost  extent;  but,  certainly, 
tho  impression  made  by  his  statement 
the  other  day  upon  his  mind  was  such 
as  he  had  described.  But  ho  wished  to 
reiterate  that  nobody  was  entitled,  even 
under  circumstances  of  groat  provoca- 
tion, to  resort  to  deadly  weapons,  except 
for  the  purpose  of  protecting  his  own 
life,  and  when  he  fully  believed  that  be 
Would  lose  his  life  if  ho  did  not  do  so. 
He  believed  that  was  tho  law ;  and  ho 
believed  the  result  of  these  proceedings 
would  be  to  show  the  Orangemen  that 
they  were  not  entitled  to  resort  to  the 
use  of  deadly  weapons,  even  though 
children  might  hiss  them,  or  even  throw 
etones  at  them.  lie  should  be  glad  to 
hear  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  of  State,  or  some  other  Minis- 
tor,  a  statement  on  this  point.  He  would 
repeat  that  the  reply  of  tho  Secretary  of 
State  had  producod  a  most  unfavourable 
impression  on  his  mind.  The  right  hou. 
Gentleman  had  his  hands  suiiiciontly 
full  of  Salvation  Armj-  riots,  and  other 
disorderly  proceedings,  without  incurring 
additional  riots  of  an  Orango  or  Na- 
tionalist character.  The  right  hon. 
Oerntleman  might  depend  upon  it  that  if 
a  little  firmness  wore  displayed  the  whole 
thing  would  be  put  down.  Immediately 
the  Irish  Executive  used  the  powers 
.which  they  had  for  dealing  with  auch 


business  in  Ireland  the  whole  thing 
melted  away  like  snow  before  the  sun. 
He  sincerely  hoped  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  not  allow  that  wretched 
religious  antagonism  to  comn  to  a  head 
in  this  country.  He  submitted  that  the 
Irish  labourers  and  nrtizans  living  in 
England  and  Scotland,  who  were  toil- 
fully  earning  their  living,  wore  entitled 
to  somo  protection  from  tho  law.  In 
tho  days  when  they  first  en  mo  over  to 
England,  driven  by  famine  from  their 
nativo  country,  they  were  treated  as  out- 
casts, and  not  entitled  to  the  considera- 
tion given  to  their  fellow-men.  But 
that  time  had  gone  by,  and  he  trusted 
the  right  hon.  Gentlemen  would  not 
allow  the  condition  of  things  to  be 
repeated  under  which  these  unfortunate 
men  had  dragged  out  their  existonco. 
Poverty-stricken  they  might  be,  many 
of  them  without  education  ;  but  the  Go- 
vernment should  remember  that  the 
poverty  and  other  evils  which  surrounded 
them  in  England  were  duo  to  English 
misgovernment  of  Ireland  in  times  past. 
Ho  submitted  that  these  peoplo  had  a 
1  special  claim  on  the  Government  for 
protection,  and  that  the  Government 
should  see  that  its  duty  lay  in  affording 
them  that  protection  by  putting  an  end 
to  tho  infamous  attacks  to  which  they 
had  boon  subjected. 

Sir  WILLLAil  HARCOURT  said, 
he  desired  to  make  a  few  remarks  in 
answer  to  the  moderate  and  reasonable 
speech  of  tho  hon.  Member  for  tho  City 
of  Cork  (Mr.  Parnell).  He  entirely 
agreed  with  tho  hon.  Member  that  the 
Itish  population  in  this  country  deserved 
all  tho  protection  which  could  be  given 
to  them  by  Parliament  and  by  the  Go- 
vernment. England  derived  great  ad- 
vantage from  their  labour,  which  con- 
stituted a  conaidorablo  portion  of  tho 
national  wealth,  and  they  were  entitled 
to  quite  as  much  protection  and  con- 
sideration from  the  Government  as  any 
other  part  of  the  population.  He  should 
deeply  regret  if,  holding  the  scales  as  it 
were  between  the  two  Parties,  any  words 
of  his  could  be  considered  as  giving  tho 
smallest  encouragement  to  that  bitter 
feeling  which  he  thought  the  Orange- 
men had  displayed  towards  their  oppo- 
nents on  the  occasion  in  question.  He 
repudiated  the  idea  of  such  a  thing, 
which  ho  believed  would  be  productive 
of  considerable  evil  in  England,  as  well 
as  in  Ireland.     The  hon.   Member  for 
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the  City  of  Cork  had  euggeeted  several 
ways  in  which  this  matter  could  be  dealt 
with.  He  asked  whether  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  con- 
sidered the  present  state  of  things  satis- 
factory. His  (Sir  William  Harcourt's) 
answer  to  that  was,  that  he  thought  it 
most  unsatisfactory,  inasmuch  as  it 
placed  the  population  and  magistrates, 
in  towns  where  there  was  not  an  over- 
powering body  of  police,  in  an  almost 
helpless  position  on  occasions  such  as 

Me.  sexton  :  "Would  not  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  send  a  regiment, 
if  application  were  made  by  the  magis- 
trates ? 

Sib  WILLIAM  HAECOUET  said, 
that  was  a  last  resort ;  not  one  to  be  used 
every  day.  The  Secretary  of  State  for 
War,  had  it  been  deemed  necessary  to 
do  so,  would  have  been  able  at  once  to 
place  a  military  force  at  the  disposal  of 
the  magistrates,  there  having  been  a 
force  at  Carlisle.  But  he  did  not  think 
the  present  state  of  the  law  satisfactory, 
and  he  would  very  much  like  to  establish 
what  he  believed  would  be  a  beneficial 
change  in  it — namely,  that  the  magis- 
trates should  have  power,  upon  well- 
founded  apprehension  of  a  breach  of 
the  peace,  to  prevent  such  breach  of  the 
peace.  He  had  believed  that  power 
already  existed;  but  the  Judges  had 
recently  decided  otherwise,  and  he  was 
quite  willing  to  introduce  a  Bill  de- 
claring that  to  be  the  law.  He  know 
there  might  be  a  certain  amount  of 
jealousy,  on  the  ground  that  this  power 
might  be  used  to  prevent  legitimate 
meetings;  but  he  did  uot  believe  that 
result  would  follow.  In  his  opinion, 
the  magistrates,  where  the  police  force 
was  not  overpowering,  and  where  the 
public  peace  was  endangered,  should 
have  this  power.  Such  was  the  remedy 
he  proposed.  But  as  to  the  remedy 
suggested  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
City  of  Cork,  he  did  not  think  it  would 
be  efficient.  In  the  first  place,  the 
Excise  Law  could  do  nothing  as  against 
the  pikes;  and,  secondly,  it  could  do 
nothing  against  persons  who  had  an 
Excise  licence,  because  any  man  oould 
get  a  licence,  and  he  should  not  wonder 
if  these  people  had  Excise  licences  at 
the  time  of  the  occurrence.  Therefore, 
he  did  not  think  the  proposal  of  the 
hon.  Member  would  be  effectual.  He 
•ntirely  agreed  with  the  hon.  Mem- 
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ber  that  it  was  not  because  people 
were  attacked  that  they  were  justified  in 
using  firearms.  Such  an  act  was  most 
cowardly  and  monstrous.  But  he  did 
not  wish,  seeing  that  the  case  was  before 
the  proper  tribunals,  to  say  more  upon  - 
this  subject  than  that  he  deeply  deplored 
what  had  taken  place,  and  that  he  hoped, 
from  what  had  been  said  that  evening, 
that  he  should  be  encouraged  in  intro- 
ducing a  measure  to  give  power  to  the 
Local  Authorities  to  prevent  meetings 
when  there  was  a  well-founded  appre- 
hension of  a  breach  of  the  peace. 

SiE  E.  ASSHETON  CROSS  said,  he 
agreed  with  much  that  had  fallen  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department.  He 
had  himself,  in  former  times,  been  placed 
in  a  position  of  some  difficulty,  under 
circumstances  similar  to  those  which  had 
been  the  subject  of  discussion  that  even- 
ing. They  were  not  accustomed  to  see 
these  disturbances  in  England  as  they 
were  in  Ireland ;  they  were  happily  un- 
known here,  and  he  need  not  say  how 
deeply  he  regretted  that  anything  in  the 
nature  of  a  demonstration  on  either  side 
should  have  occurred  which  tended  to 
produce  a  breach  of  the  peace.  The 
magistrates  in  this  country  were  really 
in  a  very  difficult  position  under  suoh 
circumstances,  because  they  very  ofteii 
had  not  at  their  disposal  sufficient  phy- 
sical force  to  help  them  in  case  of  dis- 
turbance. But  the  reason  was  obvious  ; 
because,  as  he  had  remarked,  it  was  not 
the  habit  of  the  people  in  this  country  to 
have  such  meetings ;  they  did  not  want 
them,  and  when  they  did  occur  it  was 
on  special  occasions  only.  He  had  taken 
much  pains  to  make  himself  acquainted 
with  what  had  occurred  at  Cleator  Moor, 
because  he  was  naturally  largely  con- 
cerned and  interested  in  an  event  which 
had  taken  place  in  a  county  adjacent  to 
his  own.  Before  concluding,  he  desired 
to  pay  a  tribute  to  the  judgment  and 
excellent  qualities  of  the  Chief  Constable 
in  the  district,  than  whom  he  believed 
there  was'no  officer  who  more  thoroughly 
knew,  or  more  conscientiously  acted  up 
to,  his  duty.  He  was  also  bound  to  say 
that  the  observations  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  with  reference  to 
legislation  on  this  subject  were  worthy 
of  the  fullest  consideration ;  and  he 
begged  to  assure  him  that  any  Bill 
which    he   might   bring   forward    for 
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strengthening  the  hnnds  of  magfistrates 
in  tht'  direction  indicated,  should  receive 
his  ooDBoientious  attention,  quite  irre- 
spective of  Party  views.  No  one  oould 
deplore  more  than  ho  did  tho  growing 
custom  of  carrying  arms,  and  he  should 
indeed  he  glad  to  see  a  stop  put  to  it ; 
for  the  danger  connected'  with  the  prac- 
tice in  large  towns,  politicollyand  other- 
•wise,  was  extremely  great.  Finally,  the 
remarks  made  upon  this  practice  by  tho 
hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  (Mr. 
Pamell),  were,  in  his  opinion,  worthy  of 
the  consideration  of  the  Ilouse  and  of 
tho  country,  and  ho  trusted  sincerely 
that  they  would  be  noted  up  to  in  their 
spirit. 

Mr.  WILLIS  said,  he  was  sorry  that 
the  right  hon.  Geutlpman  tho  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  D(>partment  had 
not  condemned,  with  all  the  authority  of 
his  position,  the  conduct  of  those  por- 

I  Bons  in  Cumberland  which  had  brought 

I  this  calamity  oq  the  district.  It  was 
true  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  con- 

I  demned  the  spirit  shown  ;  but  he  (Mr. 
Willis)  failed  to  hear  any  condemnation 

j  of  tho  men  who  had  weapons  in  their 

1  possession  for  the  purpose  of  shooting 
down  those  who  interfered  with  them. 

I  There  was  no  justification  for  their  carry- 
ing weapons  for  any  such  purjiose  ;  and, 

'  although  it  was  well  known  that  arms 
were  at  one  time  carried  by  English 
gentlemen,   and    although    the   Bill  of 

fltights  recognized  the  right  of  carrying 
arras,  he  did  not  believe  that  the  law 
bad  ever  sanctioned,  or  recognized,  tho 
right  of  a  man  to'  carry  arms,  with  thu 

I  intention  of  using  them  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  life  in  ease  another  per.son  inter- 

I  fered  with  him.     This  assembly,  having 

1  Leeu  armed,  was,  in  his  opinion,  an 
unlawful  assembly  from  the  first.  When 
the  <.)rangemen  went  out  with  the  inten- 
tontion  of  using  these  weapons,  in  case 

I  they  wore  assailed,   they  acted  unlaw- 

k  fully  ;  and,  although  he  was  opposed  to 
anything  that  would  interfere  with  tho 

1  right  of  public  meeting,  properly  so 
called,  he  was  in  favour  of  the  magis- 

Ltrntos  putting  down  every  meeting  as- 

teomblod  under  the  circumstances  do- 
cribed.  He  was  sorry  that  tho  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  tho  Home  Department 
"lad  not  said  -that  any  person  having  a 
reapon  in  his  posses.nion,  and  being 
ready  to  use  it  if  assaulted,  was  guilty 
it  murder,  if  he  happened  to  kill  any- 
ane.       The  right  hou.  Gentleman,   he 
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thought,  dissented  from  that  view.  If 
ho  (Mr.  Willis)  accidentally  had  a  re- 
volver in  his  possession,  and  hastily  used 
it,  if  he  were  assaulted,  the  killing  of  a 
man  under  these  circumstances  would 
only  be  manslaughter;  but  if,  when  he 
went  out,  he  had  put  a  weapon  in  his 
pocket  with  the  intention  of  using  it  if 
he  were  assaulted,  and  while  out  he  did 
use  it,  and  unfortunately  killed  anyone, 
tho  crime  would  be  that  of  murder. 
Nothing  grieved  him  more  than  the 
growing  indication  tlmy  saw  of  the  de- 
sire on  the  part  of  some  members  of  the 
community  to  resort  to  force.  He  was 
glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  he  had  never 
had  a  weapon  in  his  hand  in  his  life. 
Nothing  would  ever  induce  him  to  take 
one,  and,  as  a  conseijuence,  his  personal 
liberty  and  safety  were  secured.  It  was 
time  to  put  down  such  scandalous  pro- 
ceedings as  those  under  discussion  ;  they 
were  not  to  be  compared  for  a  moment 
with  tho  proceedings  of  the  >Salvatiou 
Army  ;  because,  in  that  case,  the  people 
hud  gone  out  without  weapons,  and 
simply  for  the  purpose  of  walking  the 
streets,  and  it  was  only  when  violent 
and  indefensible  attempts  of  other  pro- 
cessionists to  interfere  with  them  were 
made  that  riots  were  brought  about. 
The  men  in  the  case  undi-r  discussion 
had  gone  out  with  weapons  in  their  pos- 
session, and  with  the  determination  to 
take  advantage  of  any  momentary  ex- 
hibition of  temper  to  provoke  a  breach 
of  the  peace  and  to  use  violence. 

Mr.SYNAN  said,  that  the  magistrates 
of  the  district  in  which  the  disturV)ance 
had  occurred  were  informed,  several  days 
before  the  meeting,  that  if  the  Orange 
demonstration  took  place  there  would 
be  danger  to  human  life.  A  similar  no- 
tice had  been  sent  to  the  Home  Office. 
What  was  it  the  duty  of  the  magistrates 
to  do  on  that  occasion  ?  Why,  their 
duty  plainlj'  was  this — either  to  act  on 
the  evidence  they  had  received,  or  to 
call  on  their  informants  to  make  sworn 
informations.  If  they  hud  acted  on  tho 
evidence  they  had  received,  they  could 
have  obtained  sufficient  force  to  prevent 
any  serious  bodily  injury  being  inflicted. 
The  right  hon.  (rentieman  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
seemed  to  take  tho  view  that  tho  Salva- 
tion Army  case  was  a  precedent  for  this. 
That,  however,  he  (Mr.  Synan)  could  not 
agree  with,  becn\ise  the  Salvation  Anny 
meeting  was  a  lawfiJ  meeting — it  was 
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a  "  lawful  assembly,"  the  people  simiily 
gathering  together  to  sing  hynms  and 
recite  prayers,  lie  had  never  heai'd 
that  a  such  an  nssembly  ivas  likely  to 
injure  human  life,  or  that  there  was  any 
danger  of  an  exhibition  of  physical  force 
in  connection  with  it.  "NMint  precedent 
was  there  in  connection  with  such  a 
meeting  for  another  assembly  of  men 
armed  with  swords  and  spears  and  re- 
volvers— what  precedent  could  a  Salva- 
tion Army  gathering  be  for  an  assembly 
of  1,000  or  2,000  men  armed  in  this 
manner  on  one  particular  day  ?  Why,  it 
had  been  established  law  for  very  many 
years  that  an  assembly  of  that  kind  was 
an  "'unlawful  assembly,"  and  if  the  right 
hon.  Geutleman  had  any  doubt  upon  it 
he  should  have  instructed  someone  to 
prosecute  members  of  the  assembly  for 
the  purpose  of  having  the  question  de- 
cided, once  for  all,  in  a  Court  of  Law. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  said  that 
the  only  authority  to  decide  the  matter 
was  a  Court  of  Law  ;  but  had  he  put  it 
in  such  a  course  of  training  that  a  de- 
cision of  a  Court  of  Law  would  be  taken 
upon  it  ?  The  mere  fact  of  the  assault 
being  brought  before  a  magistrate,  or 
before  a  Judge,  would  not  decide  the 
question  of  law  as  to  whether  the  as- 
sembly was  lawful  or  not ;  but  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentlcmau  caused  any  mem- 
ber of  the  armed  ossembly  to  be  arrested 
and  taken  before  a  Court  of  Law,  the 
question  would  then  be  decided  whether 
the  armed  gathering  at  Cleator  Moor 
WO.S  an  assembly  similar  to  the  Salvation 
Army,  which  collected  in  n  village  for 
the  purpose  of  siuging  songs  or  reciting 
prayerB.     If  an  ordinary  member  of  tho 

[•Cleator  Moor  assembly  were  prose- 
cuted, the  Court  of  Law  would  then  de- 

I  oido  the  matter,  and,  to  his  mind,  hou. 

'  Members  would  find  that  the  result 
would  be  a  declaration  that  the  Salva- 
tion Army  case  was  no  precedent  for  the 

I'Other.  His  belief  had  been  that  tho 
law  of  England,  as  established  by  all 
the  authorities  and  oil  tho  books,  was 
that  an  armed  assembly  which  was 
likely  to  prove  dangerous  to  any  person 
or  any  body  of  nu'u  was  an  unlawful 

rassembly,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  put 
down  bj'  force,  or  that  there  should  be 
Buch  a  force  present  as  would  prevent  tho 

'assembly  from  using  its  arms  against 

'any  innocent  person.  Was  there  such 
a  force  at  present  at  Cleator  Moor  ? 
AVas  a  body  of  lo  policemen  a  sufficient 

Mr.  Fynan 


force  to  prevent  thousands  of  armed  men 
from  using  their  weapons  against  other 
men  who  rose  up  when  thoy  came  into 
their  village  ?    The  attack  made  by  the 
villagers   was  iio  justification  for    the 
firing  of  arms.    As  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  (Mr.  Willis)  had  said,  the  tiring 
of  arms  and  the  killing  of  any  person, 
if  the  arms  were  carried  without  pre- 
meditation,   would     amoimt     to    man- 
slaughter only ;  but  if  tho  arms  wore 
carried  with  premeditation,  such  shoot- 
ing might  amount  to  murder.  lie  asked, 
therefore,   why,    under    these    circum- 
stances, the  magistrates  had  not  brought 
together  a  sufKcient  force  to  prevent  this 
Iiirge  armed  assembly   from   meeting? 
Why  did  not  the  magistrates  take  this 
course,  having  a  full  knowledge  that  tho 
meeting  was  to  take  place,  and  that  the 
men  were  to  be  armed  ?    It  seemed  to 
him  to  be  a  very  plain  case,  and  he  was 
astonished    tho    right   hon.   Gentleman 
the   Secretary  of   State  for   the  Home 
Department,  being    a    lawyer   himself, 
should   have   any   doubt   at   all    about 
it.     If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  a 
doubt  at  all  about  it,  he  (Mr.  Synan) 
would  put  it  to  him  that  it  was  his  duty 
to  settle  the  law  and  settle  tho  doubt  by 
prosecuting  members  of  the  meeting  for 
being  members    of   an    "  unlawful   as- 
sembly."     On  a  former  occasion,    the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  stated  that 
he  had  caused  some  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  village  who  threw  stones  to  be 
an-ested — he  had  insinuated    that   the 
guilty  persons  wero  the  inhabitants 'of 
Cleator  Moor.    The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  said — "If  I  went  out  armed, 
and  shot  a  man  who  threw  a  atone  at 
me  " — but  he  (Sir  William   Harcourt) 
would  not  form  an  "  assembly,"  though 
he   might  be   a   host    in    himself.      A 
man  had  a  right  to  go  armed  for  the 
protection  of    his   own   life.      No   one 
had  a  right  to  assault  him,  and  if  any- 
one did,  and   he  used   the  weapon  he 
happened   to   have   about  him  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  himsolf,  he  waa 
adopting  a  course  which  he  had  a  per- 
fect right  to  adopt ;  but  that  was  not 
tho  case  with  each  individual  member 
of  an  "  unlawful  assembly,"  which  en- 
tered a  town  or  a  village  of  on  unarmed 
people  with  till'  iutouion  of  using  their 
arms  against  those  unarmed  people,  if 
in  tho  excitement  of  tho  moment  they 
came  out  for  the  purpose  of  making  a 
protest   against  the  invasion  of   their 
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disorder,  whose  fault  was  it  ?  Who  kept 
up  the  Orange  disorderin  Ireland?  Who, 
in  1818,  distributed  thousands  upon 
thousands  stands  of  arms  to  the  Orange- 
men of  Belfast  ?  Of  course,  he  did  not 
intend  to  enter  into  that  subject ;  but 
even  Earl  Spcn<'er,  a  Alember  of  the 
present  Cabinet,  some  10  years  ago, 
when  he  was  last  in  Office,  and  when 
there  was  some  little  difficulty  in  the 
country,  took  occasion  to  go  to  the 
North,  where  he  was  more  welcome  than 
he  was  at  the  present  moment,  to  arouse 
the  spirit  of  Orangeism,  and  to  incite 
Orangemen  against  the  general  body  of 
Catholics.  The  Secretary  of  State,  know- 
ing that  that  was  the  state  of  things  in 
Ireland,  that  thu  Orangemen  had  had 
the  approval  of  the  Government  for 
centuries,  that  the  Catholic  population, 
not  having  Grand  Juries  to  throw  out 
bills  against  them  for  murder,  usually 
got  the  worst  of  it,  and  that]  the  law 
had  been  in  favour  of  Orangemen,  tho 
hangman  only  being  on  the  side  of  the 
Catholics,  provoked  the  laughter  of 
certain  London  Aldermen  by  congratu- 
Inting  the  House  on  the  smug  content- 
ment of  England,  which  could  afford  to 
be  content,  not  having  been  conquered 
itself,  or,  at  least,  having  put  up  with  its 
confiuering.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
congratulated  himself  upon  the  fact  that 
Englishmen  could  be  oblivious  to  these 
demonstrations.  lie  (Mr.  Healj')  be- 
lieved that  what  would  happen  would 
be  this — that  the  people  of  Cleator 
Moor,  seeing  that  Orangemen  could 
shoot  with  immunity,  and  could  come 
down  with  force  of  arms  without,  so 
far  as  he  could  judge,  any  strong  dis- 
approval being  manifested  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  Slate,  would  also  bring  arms, 
and,  it  thoy  were  again  insulted  in  this 
way,  would  very  probably  feel  inclined 
to  use  them ;  and  if  this  did  occur,  the 
Government  of  Her  Majesty  the  t^ueen, 
through  the  mouth  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, would  be  distinctly  responsible 
for  that  position  of  affairs.  If  the  law  in 
the  Bittingbourne  case  had  foiled,  how 
was  it,  he  asked,  that  the  Government 
in  Ireland  found  no  difficulty  in  pre- 
venting these  assemblies  ?  Before  the 
Crimes  Act  was  passed,  the  Government, 
M  a  matter  of  ooursu,  found  no  difficulty 
in  putting  a  stop  to  any  met-titig  that 
they  found  inconvenient.  lu  llrogheUn, 
for  instance,  two  yoors  ago,  a  meet- 
ing which    had    not    bcf  •  luimed 


was   dispersed   by  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd, 
who   brought    down    by  special    train 
200    policemen    from    Dundalk    and   a 
body    of   Cavalry.      Ho    brought    his 
men  down  at  the  double,    drew   them 
across    the   streets,   and   levelled   their 
bayonets  at  the  breasts  of  the  people, 
declaring,    without    reading   a    procla- 
mation, that  if   they   did  not  disperse, 
they  would  be  shot  down.     If  such  a 
thing  could   be    legally   done  in   Ire- 
land, where  was  tho  difficulty  of  dealing 
with  tho  question  in  this  country?     If 
the  Bittingbourne  case  tied  the  handa 
of  the  Government,  why  not  prosecute 
the  leaders  of  the  assembly  for  riot  ? 
If  the  leaders  knew  that  they  woidd  be 
indicted  for  holding  an  illegal  assembly 
and  for  riot,  he  ventured  to  think  they 
would  soon  give  up  the  system  of  coming 
armed  into  a  district  where  they  knew 
that  their  presence  would  be  provocative 
of  disorder.     But  as  to  the   statement 
made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  with 
regard  to  tho  necessity  for  a  change  in 
the  law,  he  (Mr.  Healy)  could  not  follow 
him.     To  his  (Mr.  Healy's)  mind,  the 
law  was  eutficieutly  strong  if  it  were 
only  put  into  force.     So  far  as  the  Irish 
people  had  been  able  to  judge  of  it — 
and  they  had  quite  enough  experience 
of  it — the  law  was  sufficiently  strong, 
Thoy  could  put  down  meetings  without 
the  Crimes  Act,   and   they   had    their 
Constabulary,  and  they  could  give  the 
order — "  If  you  do  not  march,  we  will 
shoot  you."     He  ventured  to  say  that 
had  the  4d  constables  at  Cleator  Moor 
displayed  the  same  amount  of  vigour 
that  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  would 
have  displayed  against  the  Nationalists, 
this  murder  would  not  have  taken  place. 
But  tho  Government,  who  were  so  gin- 
gerly in  dealing  with  these  matters  in 
England,  found  no  difficulty  in  dealing 
with  thorn  in  Ireland.     If  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  were 
transplanted    to    Dublin   Castle  —  [Sir 
William  HAECOTrnT  :    No,  no  !] — well, 
he  joined  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
in   protesting    against    such    an   event 
as  that  ever  happening  ;  but  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  by  any  chance,  should 
be  transplanted,  he  would  have  no  diffi- 
culty in  learuing  bow  to  deal  with  these 
assemblies.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
hud  told  them  that  England  not  being 
in  a  state  of  semi-civil  war,  they  did  not 
want  a  large  body  of  policemen.     That 
might  be  so ;  but  they  always  bad  lar^9 
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suiting  the  people — insulting  the  Catho- 
lios  by  smashing  the  panes  of  glass  iu 
their  chapel — the  people  were  to  do 
nothing.  The  people  did  do  nothing  until 
this  act  of  violence  was  offen-d.  Hon. 
Members  knew  very  well  that  where 
they  had  a  powder  magazino  it  only 
needed  a  spark  to  cause  an  explosion. 
Therefore,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  wrong  to  make  so  little  of  an  event 
■which  had  led  to  a  collision  on  the  oc- 
casion in  question.  Let  them  suppose 
that,  instead  of  being  an  assemblage  of 
Orangemen,  brought  from  a  distance  to 
njarch  through  a  Catholic  district,  this 
had  been  a  Fenian  procession  marching 
through  the  streets  of  London.  Sup- 
posing the  Fenians  were  to  meet  openly, 
as  the  Reformers  met  on  Monday  last 
on  the  Etnbankment ;  and  supposing 
they  carried  swords  and  guns  with 
them,  and  supposing  that  they  marched 
on,  waving  flags  and  insulting  the 
general  population  by  whom  they  were 
surrounded,  and  supposing  the  excited 
crowd  through  which  they  proceeded 
was  calm  enough  not  to  attack  them, 
notwithstandingtheinsultsthey  showered 
around,  and  notwithstanding  the  waving 
of  their  flags  bearing  devices  insulting 
to  the  English  people,  if  they  thrusted 
one  of  these  flags  in  the  face  of  an  Eng- 
lishman, how  would  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman have  treated  the  riot,  supposing 
that  assault  had  been  resented  by 
the  knocking  down  of  a  Fenian,  and 
had  led  to  that  Fenian  drawing  n  re- 
▼olver  and  shooting  one  of  the  citizens  'i 
Whj',  he  would  have  treated  it  in  a  very 
different  manner.  The  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  arouse  many 
evil  passions  in  this  country.  The  Irish 
Members  had  been  accused  of  never 
having  denounced  violence  and  disorder. 
Well,  the  Irish  Members,  at  least,  had 
not  the  responsibility  of  Ministers  of 
the  Crown.  They  never  had  that  re- 
sponsibility, and  they  were  never  likely 
to  have  it ;  but  here  was  a  Mini.st-or  of 
the  Crown,  who  was  practically,  to  a 
large  extent,  the  conservator  of  peace  iu 
the  country,  getting  up  and  speaking  of 
a  riot  in  which  one  man  was  killed,  and 
scores  had  been  wounded,  without  say- 
ing one  single  word  against  the  practice 
of  carrying  arms.  ["Oh,  oh!"  and 
"  lie  did  refer  to  it!*^']  Well,  at  any 
rate,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  not 
mentioned  it  until  it  had  been  dragged 
out  of  him  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the 

Ur.  JJenly 


City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Parnell).  In  this 
initial  speech  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  not  one  word  to  say  about  the  carry- 
ing of  arms ;  and  it  w&a  not  until  the 
bon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  said — 
"  If  you  do  not  defend  these  people,  thoy 
will  have  to  defend  themselves,"  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  seeing  to  what 
conclusion  his  speech  had  led  bon.  Mem- 
bers, was  obliged  to  utter  some  academic 
words  against  the  practice  of  carrying 
arms.  [Mr.  Gladstone  dissented.]  But 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  took  great  care 
to  add — and  he  (Mr.  Healy)  would  have 
the  Prime  Minister,  who  was  sbakiog 
his  head,  to  bear  this  in  mind — "  if  they 
carry  an  Excise  licence,  I  do  not  see 
how  we  could  prevent  them."  In  other 
words,  dealing  with  an  Orange  demon- 
stration— dealing  with  a  body  of  men 
with  hundreds  of  pounds  at  their  com- 
mand, and  who,  therefore,  could  easily 
obtain  licences  to  carr3-  arms — the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  says — "  The  law  may 
be  against  you,  if  you  assemble  with 
arms  under  ordinary  circumstances  ;  but, 
if  your  funds  are  large  enough  to  pro- 
cure licences,  then  you  may  go  down  and 
shoot  Catholics,  and  no  one  will  be  able 
to  punish  you."  The  Catholics  of  Clea- 
tor  Moor — a  population  of  6,000  people 
— had  a  foreign  body  brought  from  a 
distance  amongst  them,  for  the  purpose 
of  assembling  and  provoking  them  ;  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
of  State,  knowing  that,  and  that  there 
were  only  'lo  police,  brought,  as  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  said,  from  far 
afield  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the 
law,  gave  it  to  bo  understood  that  these 
were  the  only  officers  who  could  be  got 
together  to  keep  the  peace  between 
l.liOO  armed  men  and  (5,000  or  8,000 
Catholics.  If  that  were  the  case,  it  was 
surely  a  very  regretable  state  of  things. 
How  did  they  deal  with  these  matters  in 
Ireland?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  of  State  had  made  great 
capital,  and  had  evoked  the  somewhat 
sneering  cheers  of  his  Friends  by  say- 
ing that  in  England  they  were  not  in 
the  constant  state  of  semi-civil  war  that 
they  were  in  Ireland.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  produced  great  laughter 
when  he  told  them  that  in  this  country 
people  were  of  a  very  ealra  and  pacific 
habit  of  mind,  and  that  it  was  only  in 
Ireland  that  the  people  were  of  a  wild 
and  riotous  disposition.  But  if  in  Ire- 
land they  were  occasionally  provoked  to 
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disorder,  whose  fault  was  it  ?  Who  kept 
up  tho  Orange  (lisordorin  Ireland?  Who, 
in  1818,  distributed  thousands  upon 
thousands  stands  of  arms  to  the  Ornuge- 
men  of  Belfast  ?  Of  tourae,  he  did  not 
intend  to  enter  into  that  subject ;  but 
even  Earl  Sponger,  a  Member  of  the 
present  Cabinet,  some  10  years  ago, 
when  he  was  last  in  Office,  and  when 
tliere  was  some  little  difficulty  in  the 
country,  took  occasion  to  go  to  the 
North,  where  he  was  mere  welcome  than 
he  was  at  the  present  moment,  to  arouse 
the  spirit  of  Orangeism,  and  to  incite 
Orangemen  against  the  general  body  of 
Catholics.  The  Secretary  of  State,  know- 
ing that  that  was  the  state  of  things  in 
Ireland,  that  the  Orangemen  had  had 
the  approval  of  the  Government  for 
centuries,  that  the  Catholic  population, 
not  having  Qrand  Juries  to  throw  out 
bills  against  them  for  murder,  usually 
got  the  worst  of  it,  and  that;  the  law 
had  been  in  favour  of  Orangemen,  the 
hangman  only  being  on  the  side  of  the 
Catholics,  provoked  the  laughter  of 
certain  London  Aldermen  by  eongratu- 
lating  the  House  on  the  smug  content- 
ment of  England,  which  could  afford  to 
be  content,  not  having  boon  conquered 
itself,  or,  at  least,  having  put  up  with  its 
conquering.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
congratulated  himself  upon  the  fact  that 
Englishmen  could  be  oblivious  to  these 
demonstrations.  He  (Mr.  Healy)  be- 
lieved that  what  would  happen  would 
be  this — that  the  people  of  Cleator 
Moor,  seeing  that  Orangemen  could 
shoot  with  iumiunity,  and  could  come 
down  with  force  of  arms  without,  so 
far  as  he  could  judge,  any  strung  dis- 
approval being  manifested  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  would  also  bring  arms, 
and,  if  thoy  were  again  insulted  in  this 
way,  would  very  probably  feel  inclined 
to  use  them  ;  and  if  this  did  occur,  the 
Government  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen, 
througli  the  mouth  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, would  be  distinutly  responsible 
for  that  position  of  affairs.  If  the  law  in 
the  Sittingbourne  case  had  failed,  how 
was  it,  he  asked,  that  the  Government 
in  Ireland  found  no  difficulty  in  pre- 
venting these  assemblies?  Before  the 
Crimes  Act  was  passed,  the  Government, 
as  a  matter  of  oourse,  found  no  ditRculty 
in  putting  a  stop  to  any  meeting  that 
they  found  inconvenient.  In  Drogheda, 
for  instance,  two  years  ago,  a  meet- 
ing vhioh    had    not   been   proclaimed 


was   dispersed   by  Mr.  CliflTord  Lloyd, 
who   brought    down    by   spefiol    train 
200    policemen    from    Dundalk    and   a 
body    of   Cavalry.      He     brought    his 
men  down  at  the  double,    drew   them 
across    the  streets,  and  levelled   their 
bayonets  at  the  ])rea8t8  of  the  people, 
declaring,    without    reading    a    procla- 
mation, tliat  if   thoy   did  not  disperse, 
they  would  be  shot  down.     If  such  a 
thing  could   be    legally  done  in   Ire- 
land, where  was  the  ilifficulty  of  dealing 
with  the  question  in  this  country?     If 
the  Sittingbourne  case  tied  the  hands 
of  the  Government,  why  not  prosecute 
the  leaders  of  the  assembly  for  riot  ? 
If  the  leaders  knew  that  they  would  be 
indicted  for  holding  an  illegal  assembly 
and  for  riot,  he  ventured  to  think  they 
would  soon  g^ve  up  the  system  of  coming 
armed  into  a  district  where  they  knew 
that  their  presence  would  be  provocative 
of  disorder.     But  as  to  the   statement 
made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  with 
regard  to  the  neeessity  for  a  change  in 
the  law,  he  (Mr.  Healy)  could  not  follow 
him.     To  his  (Mr.  Healy's)  mind,  the 
law  was  sufficiently  strong  if  it  were . 
only  put  into  force.     So  far  as  the  Irish ^ 
people  had  been  able  to  judge  of  it — 
and  they  had  quite  enough  experience 
of  it — the  law  was  sufficiently  strong. 
They  could  put  down  meetings  without 
the  Crimes  Act,   and  they   had    their 
Constabulary,  and  they  could  give  the 
order — "  If  you  do  not  march,  we  will 
shoot  you."     He  ventured  to  say  that 
had  the  45  constables  at  Clentor  Moor 
displayed   the  same  amount  of  vigour 
that  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  would 
have  displayed  against  the  Nationalists, 
this  murder  would  not  have  taken  place. 
But  the  Government,  who  were  so  gin- 
gerly in  dealing  with  these  matters  in 
England,  found  no  difHculty  in  dealing 
with  them  in  Ireland.     If  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  were 
transplanted    to    Dublin   Castle  —  [Sir 
William  Harcoubt  :    No,  no  !] — well, 
he  joined  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
in   protesting    against    such    an   event 
as  that  ever  happening ;  but  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  by  any  chance,  should 
be  transplanted,  he  would  have  no  diffi- 
culty in  learning  how  to  deal  with  these 
aisembltes.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  told  them  that  England  not  being 
in  a  state  of  semi-civil  war,  they  did  not 
want  a  large  body  of  policemen.     That 
might  be  so ;  but  they  always  had  large 
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bodies  of  troops  to  rely  on,  ami  tliere 
could  not  be  the  slightest  doubt  that 
the  use  of  a  troop  or  two  of  the  soldiery, 
or  the  mere  sight  of  tho  soldiery,  would 
have  induced  the  Orangfmi>n  to  disperpo 
•without  the  slightest  delay.  But  he 
(Mr.  Healy),  in  the  present  attitude  of 
the  Government,  saw  the  snake  of  the 
Keform  agitation  luiking  in  the  grass. 
It  might  be  necessary  for  men  in  the 
Irish  towns  to  demonstrate  against  the 
Housu  of  Lords.  Englishmen  might 
have  to  meet  with  pikes  and  swords, 
and  some  anti-Reformer  might  get  a 
prod  in  the  back,  and  it  might  not  be 
convenient  to  indict  his  assailant  for  un- 
lawful assembly.  He  would  put  it  to 
the  Government,  in  conclusion,  whether, 
looking  at  the  fact  that  this  Orange 
organization  in  every  phase  only  ex- 
cited the  disturbing  element,  it  was  not 
time  that  steps  should  bo  taken  to  put  a 
stop  to  it?  They  should  look  at  what 
was  done  in  Ireland,  America,  and 
Newfoundland,  where  30  or  40  men 
were  indicted  for  murder  and  riot,  lie 
would  put  it  to  the  Government,  that 
when  they  found  an  organization  like 
that  of  the  (Jrnngemen,  only  showing 
itself  in  one  phase,  and  that  phase 
being  brutality  and  outrage,  it  was  nut 
time  for  them  to  take  some  prompt 
and  vigorous  actinn  to  put  it  down? 

CoLoxEL  UOLTHUTtST  said,  he 
Bhotild  like  to  apgiroach  the  subject  from 
another  point  of  view,  though  with- 
out dotrncting  from  the  merits  of  the 
obsorvalions  of  the  hon.  Member  who 
spoke  last  (Mr.  Healy) — he  should  like 
to  take  up  the  subject  where  the  hon. 
Member  for  Limeriik  (Mr.  Synan)  had 
left  it.  The  hon.  Member  had  made  an 
appeal  to  the  law.  If  the  law  was  in 
the  uncertain  state  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  had 
declared  it  to  be  in,  his  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  Synan)  had  pointed  out  how  it  could 
be  ascertained — namely,  by  indicting 
some  of  the  persons  who  took  part  in 
the  assembly,  which,  according  to  the 
opioiou  of  his  hon.  Friend,  was  au  un- 
lawful one.  He  had  always  been  under 
the  impression  that  it  was  in  the  power 
of  magistrates  or  of  the  Government,  at 
any  rate  in  Ireland,  to  proclaim  any 
meeting  or  procession,  no  matter  how 
lawful  the  purpose  might  be,  if  there 
was  reasonable  apprehension  of  a  breach 
of  the  peace.  It  seemed,  however,  that 
that  was  not  the  law,  and  he  thought 

Mr,  Htaltj 


the  Government  ought  to  take  such 
stops  as  were  necessai-y  to  ascertain  the 
exact  state  of  the  law. 

Ma.  JUSTIN  M'CAETHY  said,  he 
wi.shed  to  ask  for  further  information 
as  to  tho  condition  of  the  law  in  this 
country  ;  for  the  statement  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  (Sir  "William  Harcourt) 
was  most  unsatisfactory,  and  the  law 
seemed  to  be  in  a  most  barbarous  con- 
dition. As  he  understood  tho  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  n  number  of  men  might 
assemble  and  march  out  for  a  purpose 
not  in  itself  unlawful  and  might  go 
armed  to  the  teeth,  every  man  carrying 
some  sort  of  weapon,  and  that  so  long 
as  they  paid  the  licence  for  carrying  arms, 
they  were  entitled  to  go  to  any  part  of  a 
city  and  make  a  demonstration  against 
the  citizens.  Was  that  actually  the  law  ? 
Was  it  the  law  that  a  number  of  men — 
say,  a  number  of  anti-Reformers — might 
march  to  Chelsea,  or  promenade  in  Mid 
Lothian,  armed  with  guns  and  swords, 
and  sword-bayonets,  and  bo  protected 
in  duing  so  ?  If  that  was  the  law,  it 
was  uuworthy  of  any  civilized  country. 
Speaking  not  as  a  lawyer,  nor  profess- 
ing to  know  much  about  the  law,  he 
could  hardly  believe  that  that  was  the 
law  in  any  civilized  country ;  but  if  it 
was  the  law,  and  if  any  number  of  men 
might  publicly  parade  in  what  he  wotild 
call  battle  array,  armed  to  the  teeth, 
whenever  they  pleased,  then  it  was 
time  that  au  improvement  in  the  law 
should  take  place.  If  he  (Mr.  Justin 
M'Carthy)  were  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department,  he  would  bring 
in  a  short  Bill  declaring  that,  in  this 
country,  as  in  every  civilized  comitrj',  it 
was  not  legal  for  men  to  march,  in  battle 
array,  menacing,  with  weapons  of  all 
kinds,  tlirough  the  heart  of  o  peaceable 
town,  lie  did  not  know  whether  his 
hon.  Friends  wouhl  agree  with  him  ;  but 
he  hoped  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Depaitment  would  bring  in  a 
short  Bill  piviug  the  magistrates  further 
powers.  The  business  of  the  law  in  a 
civilized  country  was  to  protect  meetings 
which  had  nothing  directly  illegal  ia 
them.  The  Orangemen  had  a  perfect 
right  to  hold  their  meetings  and  have 
their  processions,  and  he  thought  the 
duty  and  business  of  the  law  was,  at 
any  cost,  to  protect  all  men  in  their 
right  to  meet  and  hold  demonstra- 
tions. He  must  say  he  thought  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  in  one  part  of  his 
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speech,  had  treated  rather  too  lightly  the 
manner  in  which  this  mutter  began, 
lie  spuke  of  someone  thruhting  a  (lag 
in  the  face  of  someone  else,  and  asked 
if  anyone  would  seriously  i-esont  such 
n  trifle  as  that?  The  right  hon.  Gon- 
tleman  had  further  said  that  the  magis- 
trates did  not  suppose  there  would  bo  any 
chance  of  a  serious  disturbance  ;  but  ho 
did  not  agree  with  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man that  they  knew  so  little  of  Orange 
riots  as  that  came  to.  Those  magistrates 
inuf.t  have  been  very  young,  indeed, 
if  they  could  not  remember  the  Orange 
riots  in  Manchester  and  Ijiveri)ool.  Some 
years  ago  this  House  was  driven  again 
and  again  into  discussions  upon  the 
prevention  of  the  annual  outbreaks  in 
Liverpool  and  Manchester.  Why  had 
not  these  magistrates  foreseen  that  an 
armed  procession  of  Orangemen  through 
this  place  would  lead  to  bad  temper  and 
the  chance  of  some  disturbance  ?  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Homo  De- 
partment miglit  bring  in  a  measure  to 
prevent  armed  demonstrations  of  this 
kind ;  and  he  should  also  see  that  a 
sufficient  force  of  military  or  police 
was  got  together  to  secure  to  men  the 
right  of  meeting,  and  to  prevent  their 
meetings  being  turned  into  armed  de- 
nionstrations. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON  said,  he  wished 
to  support  the  remarks  of  his  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  Justin  M'Carthy)  upon  what  he 
considered  the  unnecessary  course  pur- 
sued by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Homo  Department  in  regard  to  giving 
additional  powers  to  magistrates  for  the 
suppression  of  public  meetings.  He  did 
not  think  it  was  just  to  the  people  of 
England,  who  wished  to  enjoy,  to  tlie 
fullest  extent,  the  right  of  public  meet- 
ing, that  because  disturbances  might 
occaaionally  take  place  lietween  dilTerent 
bodies  of  Irishmen,  therefore  the  right 
of  public  meeting  in  England  should  be 
curtailed.  The  people  were  entitled,  to 
the  fullest  extent,  to  hold  public  meet- 
ings, and  he  thought  his  hon,  Friend 
would  agree  with  him  that  the  Irish 
Members  had  no  desire  whatever  to  cur- 
tail that  right.  But  ho  submitted  that 
there  was  no  necessity  whatever  for  any 
curtailment  of  that  right ;  and  he 
thnuglit  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
agree  with  bim  that  the  magistrates  had 
not  been  quite  so  active  as  they  might 
have  been.  It  was  quite  possible  that 
they  might  not  hare  apprehended  that 


consequences  of  such  a  serious  character 
might  ari.se  from  the  demonstration,  and 
it  was  also  possible  that  the  representa- 
tion of  a  Catholic  clergyman  might  have 
been  looked  upon  by  them  as  only  a 
partisan  declaration,  and  as  intended  to 
prevent  what  was  a  legitimate  right  of 
the  Orangemen  to  hold  a  meeting. 
They  had  no  desire,  either  in  England 
or  Ireland,  to  curtail  the  right  of  Orange- 
men to  hold  meetings ;  but  what  they 
did  object  to  was  that  when  they  met 
they  should  assemble  with  arms.  That 
was  priiiui  facit  evidence,  that  if  there 
was  any  hostility  whatever  shown,  they 
were  prepared  to  shoot  down  those  who 
expressed  any  opinion  opposed  to  theirs. 
In  the  ne.xt  place,  they  contended  that  a 
meetingof  thatkind,  with  Party  emblems, 
was  enlculated  to  excite  bitter  feeling  and 
to  endanger  the  peace;  and. although  they 
did  not  wish  to  interfere  with  or  curtail 
their  right  of  meeting,  they  held  that  it 
wns  the  duty  of  the  authorities  wherever 
such  meetings  were  held  to  have  a  suffi- 
cient force  to  prevent  a  collision  between 
tliose  who  met  and  those  who  objected. 
He  was  very  glad  the  right  hon.  Qentle- 
uian  had  had  a  second  opportunity  of 
speaking  on  this  subject;  because,  un- 
doubtedly, his  second  speech  had,  to  a 
very  large  extent,  done  away  with  tho 
unhappy  impressions  created  by  his  first 
speech.  He  did  not  think  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  intended  to  convey  that 
impression,  and  he  was  confirmed  in  that 
belief  by  the  answer  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  given  to  a  Question 
immediately  after  the  riots  took  place. 
In  that  answer  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  given  an  assurance — and  he 
(Mr.  Harrington)  thought  his  hon. 
Friend  might  be  satisfied  with  that 
assurance — that,  in  future,  cases  of  this 
kind  would  be  dealt  with  more  vigorously 
than  in  this  instance.  He  did  not  at  all 
anticipate  any  danger  arising  from  the 
purely  Orange  demonstrations  in  Eng- 
land ;  but  what  he  regarded  as  the  chief 
element  of  danger  in  this  matter  was, 
that  where  a  body  of  Orangemen  lived 
in  England  among  people  who  sympa- 
thized with  them  as  English  people,  it 
was  possible  that  the  demonstrations 
might  be  used  for  trade  or  Party  pur- 
poses. If  they  were  not  more  vigorously 
dealt  with  than  they  had  been  in  the 
past,  greater  danger  might  arise  in  con- 
nection with  them  in  future.  He  did 
not  believe  there  was  any  necessity  for 
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an  amendment  of  the  law  in  the  direction 
of  giving  furtlier  powers  to  the  magis- 
trates. As  the  law  now  was  they  could 
call  in  the  military  when  necessary,  and 
could  summon  to  their  assistance  special 
oonstables;  and,  therefore,  thej'had ample 
powers  for  dealing  with  these  meetings. 
Ma.  PERCY  WYNDDAM  stiid,  that 
though  they  had  had  knowludge  of  such 
demonstrations  aa  this  in  Cumberland 
for  the  last  18  year3  past,  they  had 
never  been  of  any  great  size,  and  had 
never  attracted  any  particular  attention, 
and  they  had  never  caused  anything  np- 

t reaching  to  a  disturbance.  Therefore, 
e  did  not  think  the  magistrates  could 
naturally  have  expected  that,  on  this 
occasion,  anything  would  take  place 
more  than  had  usually  occurred.  But, 
as  this  question  was  being  considered, 
he  should  like  to  raise  the  point  as  to 
whether  something  could  be  done  to 
discourage  the  practice  of  carrying  re- 
volvers. What  did  anyone  in  this  coun- 
try, who  was  not  a  soldier  or  a  police- 
man, want  with  a  pistol?  When  tho 
1>re8ent  Ijord  Shcrbrooke  was  Chancel- 
or  of  the  Exchequer,  he  proposed  that 
a  high  duty  should  be  put  upon  pistols. 
It  Avas  not  only  Orangemen  or  Catho- 
lics who  used  revolvers,  but  it  was  the 
habit  of  all  the  mining  population  in 
the  North  to  carry  pistols,  and  what  he 
would  suggest  was  that  a  duty  of  one 
guinea  should  be  put  upon  the  carrying 
of  a  revolver. 

Mit.  DAWSON  said,  the  qiiestioa 
was  whether  there  had  been  justice  in 
the  course  puisued  in  this  matter?  If 
the  matter  were  reversed,  and  the  Catho- 
lics of  Clefttor  Moor  went  into  tlie 
Orange  district,  and  a  Protestant  rector 
or  clergyman  wrote  a  letter  to  the  magis- 
trates, as  a  Catholic  clergyman  had  done 
in  this  case,  would  tiiat  warning  have 
been  overlooked  ?  Would  the  magis- 
trates have  taken  no  stops  whatever  to 
prevent  a  disturbance?  Would  they 
nave  allowed  these  people  to  gather 
together  when  they  had  tho  power  to 
search  them  for  anus  carried  without  a 
licence?  The  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  was  begging  the 
question  when  ho  said  these  people  pro- 
bably had  licences.  No  one  know  whe- 
ther they  had  or  not ;  but  they  trould 
have  been  prevented  from  cariying 
arms.  He  was  8trongl3'  impressed  by 
the  idea  that  there  was  no  fair  play  in 
dealing  with   Orangemen.     Some  time 
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ago,  he  was  in  Omagh  when  some 
Orangemen  used  arms  quite  recklessly. 
It  was,  therefore,  clear  that  there  was 
one  law  for  Orangemen  and  another  for 
the  Nationalists ;  and  by  this  country, 
which  had  ever  been  distinguished  for 
exercising  justice  between  contending 
parties,  favouritism  was  shown  to  the 
Orangemen.  He  quite  agreed  with  the 
hon.  Member  for  Monaghan  (Mr.  Healy) 
that  theri'  was  no  desire  on  tho  part  of 
Irish  Members  to  interfere  with  tho 
right  of  public  meeting  in  England  or 
in  Ireland ;  but  they  wanted  fair  and 
even-handed  justice,  and  that  Orange- 
men should  not  be  treated  with  fa- 
vouritism. But  the  Secretary  of  State 
had  not  shown  any  evidencn  of  a  spirit 
of  fair  play  in  his  own  mind  in  bis 
answer  to  the  questions  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Limerick  (Mr.  Synan). 
Would  he  indict  these  people,  and  pre- 
vent their  carrjnng  arms  as  they  nad 
hitherto  done  ?  It  would  be  very  satis- 
factory if  the  right  hon.  (lentleman 
would  give  an  as8)u-ance  to  that  effect. 

Sin  'WILLIAM  HAEOOURT  said, 
he  was  sorry  if  he  had  not  answered  the 
questions  put  to  him  precisely.  He 
might  indict  the  Orangemen  for  being 
members  of  an  unlnwful  assembly  and 
carrying  arms;  but  in  this  country  he 
could  nut  indict  people  simply  for  carry- 
ing arms.  The  Government  could  not 
enter  upon  indictments  without  reason- 
able grounds  for  belieAnng  them  to  bo 
well-founded.  Unless  they  were  well- 
founded,  he  could  not  enter  upon  them. 

Mr.  KENNY  said,  no  hon.  Member 
on  that  side  would  object  to  the  right  of 
meeting ;  but  people  ought  not  to  be 
allowed  to  go  about  with  olfensive  wea- 
pons to  the  terror  of  Iler  Majesty's  sub- 
jects. He  knew  Cleator  Moor,  and  he 
was  the  principal  speaker  at  the  lost 
Catholic  meeting  held  there.  The  ma- 
jority of  the  people  in  that  part  of  Cum- 
berland were  Irishmen  and  Catholics, 
and  thoy  came  some  distance  from  the 
town  to  meet  him,  with  bands,  but  no 
arms.  There  was  no  violence  and  no 
bloodshed  ;  but  the  origin  of  these 
demopstrations  in  Cumberland  he  be- 
lieved lay  in  the  fact  that,  something 
like  18  years  ago,  a  certain  notorious 
preacher  named  Murphy,  who  went 
about  insulting  Catholic  gentlemen,  and 
making  absurd  and  mischievous  charges 
against  tho  monasteries  and  members  of 
that  religion,  met  with  hia  death  at  the 
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bauds  of  a  "Whitehaven  mob  of  Catho- 
lics. The  population  of  Cleator  Moor 
■was  mainly  Catholic  ;  but  AVhitehavon 
was  almost  exclusively  Protestant.  There 
were  a  number  of  small  mining  towns  in 
that  district,  and  for  the  last  17  yenrs 
those  towns  had  been  exclusively  selected 
as  tlie  scenes  of  these  annual  celebrations 
(if  the  victory  of  the  Battle  of  the  Boyne  ; 
but,  for  the  firt^t  time,  Cleator  Moor  had 
been  selected  this  year,  because  a  small 
body  of  Orangemen,  who  belonged  to 
an  Orange  Lodge  there,  threatened  to 
socodo  from  the  Ix)dge  iuiles.s  Cleator 
Moor  was  sulected.  The  Orangemen 
naturally  expected  that  there  would  bo 
considerable  opjiosition  if  they  went  to 
CJeatiir  Moor.  Tlie  arrival  of  a  great 
body  of  men  from  the  different  nuning 
towns  and  villages  had,  no  doubt,  the 
effect  of  attracting  a  great  crowd  of  Ca- 
tholics. The  Secietary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  had  expressed  some 
surprise  that  the  thrusting  of  a  flag  in  a 
person's  face  had  stirred  up  a  riot,  and 
Jie  also  spoke  of  the  odium  theologicum  ; 
but  ho  seemed  to  forget  thot  it  was 
easier  to  provoke  a  breach  of  the  peace 
when  the  subject  was  religion.  Without 
going  into  the  question  of  the  rights  of 
the  Home  Office,  he  certainly  thought 
that  Department  was  to  blame  for  not 
having  directed  special  constables  to  be 
Bworu  in.  It  was  an  extraordinory  thing 
that  hiunnn  life  should  have  been  sacri- 
ficed owing  to  the  culpable  neglect  of 
the  officials,  and  he  was  satisfied  that  if 
these  complaints  had  come  from  a  dif- 
ferent source,  the  Home  Office  would 
not  have  been  so  remiss  in  its  duty  as  it 
Lad  been  in  this  instance. 

Mk.  sexton  said,  that,  having 
listened  attentively  to  the  statement  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  tlio  Home 
Department,  ho  felt  justi6ed  in  hoping 
that  tbo  results  of  this  debate  would  be 
salutary,  not  only  with  regard  to  the 
vindication  of  justice  in  this  case,  but 
to  the  preservation  of  the  peace  in 
similar  cases.  He  therefore  did  not  feel 
called  upon  to  put  the  Committee  to  the 
trouble  of  a  Division. 

Motion,  by  leave,  toithdrawn. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(10.)  £285.109,  to  complete  tho  sum 
for  Convict  Establishments  in  England 
and  the  Colonies. 

(11.)  £.'i74,8t>0,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  Prisons,  England. 


Mb.  HARRINGTON  said,  he  had  in- 
tended to  move  a  reduction  of  this  Vote, 
becimse  he  had  fruitlessly  drawn  atten- 
tion to  the  scant  pay  of  prison  officials 
in  Ireland,  and  he  thought  that  if 
officials  could  be  got  cheaply  to  perform 
onerous  duties  in  that  country,  there  was 
no  reason  why  cheap  labour  should  not 
be  got  in  England. 

Sin  WILLIAM  HARCOUET  said, 
that  if  tliere  was  any  serious  objection 
to  this  Vote,  ho  would  move  to  report 
Progress,  He  did  not  know  whether 
the  hon.  Member  (Mr.  Harrington) 
meant  to  oppose  the  Vote  ;  but,  perhaps, 
it  would  meet  his  views  to  defer  his 
discussion  until  they  came  to  the  Irish 
Prisons  Vote. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON  said,  it  was  im- 
possible to  move  to  increase  tho  Irish 
Estimate ;  indeed,  they  had  no  means 
of  drawing  attention  to  the  poor  salaries 
paid  to  tho  Irish  prison  officials  except 
by  moving  to  reduce  the  Vote  for  the 
English  prison  officials. 

SiK  R.  ASSHETON  CROSS  said,  this 
question  was  one  which  had  been  spe- 
cially referred  to  the  Royal  Commission, 
and  therefore  he  thought  it  would  be 
better  to  defer  the  discussion  upon  it 
until,  at  all  events,  they  had  received 
the  Report  of  the  Commissioners. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON  said,  he  should 
be  glad  to  agree  to  the  suggestion,  if 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Sir  R.  Asshe- 
ton  Cross)  could  hold  out  any  hope  that 
before  the  Irish  Estimates  came  on  for 
consideration,  the  Report  of  tho  Com- 
missioners, together  with  the  recom- 
mendations which  they,  no  doubt,  would 
make,  would  be  laid  before  the  House. 
If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
undertake  that  his  Report  should  be 
laid  on  the  Table  before  the  end  of  the 
Session,  he  (Mr.  Harrington)  would  be 
glad  to  postpone  his  Motion. 

Sir  R.  ASSHETON  CROSS  said,  he 
would  do  all  he  could  to  publish  the 
Report  before  the  end  of  the  Session. 
He  really  thought  that  to  discuss  tho 
subject  on  the  present  Vote,  with  the 
Report  of  the  Commissioners  pending, 
would  be  a  useless  waste  of  time,  lie 
hoped  tho  hon.  Gentleman  would  post- 
pone his  Motion. 

Mb.  HARRINGTON  said,  he  had 
only  been  prompted  to  move  in  tho 
matter  now,  because  the  question  had 
been  so  very  frequently  raised,  so  many 
recommendations  had  been  made,  and 
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BO  much  reluctance  to  do  justice  in  tho 
matter  had  been  shown  by  the  Memhors 
of  the  Treasury  Bench.  Last  year  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Trea8urj'(Mr.  Courtney)  based  his  argu- 
ment on  the  fact  that  the  officials  of  the 
Irish  prisons  could  live  more  cheaply 
than  similar  officials  in  England ;  but 
that,  to  his  (Mr.  Han-ingfon's)  miiid, 
was  no  valid  argument  at  all. 

Mr,  R.  N.  FOWIjER  (Lord  M^vyou) 
aaid,  ho  hoped  the  Govemraont  would 
now  consent  to  report  Progress.  Hon. 
Members  had  been  brought  down,  night 
after  night,  to  consider  the  Municipal 
Elections  (Corrupt  and  Illegal  Prac- 
tices) Bill.  That  was  tho  fourth  or 
fifth  night  that  Members  had  been 
brought  down  for  that  purpose,  so  that 
he  hoped  Progress  would  now  be  re- 
ported, or  that  an  assurance  would  be 
given  that  the  Bill  would  not  be  pro- 
ceeded with  to-night. 

Mk.  HAERINGTON  said,  he  under- 
stood that  the  Government  intended  to 
move  to  report  Progress.  Failing  such 
a  disposition  on  their  part,  he  would 
move  to  report  Progress. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — {Mr. 
Marringlon.) 

Sin  WILLIAM  HAECOURT  said, 
he  hoped  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Harrington)  would  allow  them  to  take 
this  Vote,  reserving  any  discussion  he 
might  wish  to  raise  until  the  Irish  Pri- 
sons Vote  was  brought  on.  Of  course, 
if  the  hon.  Member  declined  to  do  that, 
thero  was  no  course  open  to  the  Govern- 
ment but  to  consent  to  report  Progress. 

Mb.  HARRINGTON  said,  he  would 
raise  a  discussion  on  the  Irish  Vote,  aud 
would,  therefore,  ask  leave  to  withdraw 
his  Motion. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mb.  BARRY  said,  that  for  two  or 
three  years  proposals  were  made  with 
the  object  of  making  prison  labour  more 
remunerative  than  it  was  at  present.  At 
that  time,  an  agitation  was  got  up 
against  the  manufacture  of  cocoa-nut 
matting,  and  in  consequence,  he  be- 
lieved, the  manufacture  was  discontinued 
in  seven  or  eight  prisons.  Had  any 
other  manufactures  been  discontinued  ? 

Mk.  IIIIJBERT  said,  that  what  the 
Lon.   Member  (Mr.  Bariy)  had  stated 

Mr.  Marrinflon 


had  been  carried  out  to  a  great  extent. 
Mat-making  was  carried  on  to  some  ex- 
tent in  most  prisons,  though  the  manu- 
facture had  been  limited  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  injuriously  affecting  the 
trade.  He  had,  in  his  possession,  a  Re- 
turn of  the  prison  labour  for  the  last 
five  years,  and  it  showed  a  considerable 
increase  upon  the  amount  received  there- 
from. In  1H7'J,  the  total  amount  re- 
ceived for  manufactures  and  work  upon 
buildings  was  £41,000;  but,  in  tho 
year  1884,  the  amount  had  increased  to 
£08,800.  Though  the  number  of  pri- 
soners in  local  prisons  had  decreased  by 
something  like  2,700,  the  increase  in 
the  sum  received  from  prison  labour  was 
such  as  he  had  mentioned.  In  the  ordi- 
nary service  of  the  prison,  the  value  of 
the  work  done  was— In  1879,  £7-1,000; 
in  1884,  £78,000;  so  that  the  total  value 
of  prison  labour  was,  in  1879,  £116,000, 
nud  in  1884,  £147,000.  The  Prison 
Commissioners  were  endeavouring  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  trades  in  prisons, 
in  order  to  do  away  with  interference 
with  one  particular  trade,  such  as  mat- 
making. 

Mu.  BARRY  said,  he  was  glad  to 
hear  there  had  been  an  increase  in  the 
amount  received  from  prison  labour,  yet 
the  amount  received  might  be  much 
larger. 

Ma.  RANlvIN  asked,  if  there  was 
any  intention  to  further  reduce  tho  num- 
ber fif  prisons? 

Sir  WILLIAM  HAECOURT  said, 
the  number  of  prisons  was  being  gra- 
dually reduced.  The  desirability  of 
closing  two  other  prisons  was  now  under 
cimsideration.  He  was  merely  carrying 
out  the  policy  laid  down  in  the  Prisons 
Act,  of  consolidating  prisons  so  far  as 
consolidation  might  be  compatible  with 
the  convenience  of  the  localities,  which 
must  be  regarded  in  the  matter. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrote. 

Committee  to  sit  again  To-morroio. 

MUNICIPAL  ELECTIONS  (CORRUPT  AND 

ILLEGAL  PRACTICES)  BILL. 

(J/r.  Altorney  Otneral,    Seerelartf  Sir    yVilliam 

Harcourt,  Sir  Charkt   W.  Dilk;  Mr. 

Solicitor  General.) 

[bill   252.]      CONSIDEIIATIOJf. 

Further  Proceeding  on  Consideratiou, 
as  amended,  returned. 
Bill,  as  amended,  furlhtr  considered. 
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Mn.  WARTON,  in  moving,  as  an 
Amendment,  the  insertion  of  the  follow- 
ing Clause:  — 

(Interpretation  of  "  The  Corrupt  and  TUegal 
Tractices  Act,  18S3.") 
"In  eonstruing  'The  Comipt  and  lUesra' 
Practices  Act,  1883,'  the  words  '  Solicitor  to  the 
Treiuiury '  shall  he  deemed  to  be  substituted 
for  '  Director  of  Public  I'rusc'culiona,'  " 

said,  it  would  be  in  the  recollection  of 
the  hon.  and  leavnod  Gentleman  the 
Attorney  General  (Sir  Henry  Jamesj 
that,  for  many  years  post,  he  (Mr. 
Warton)  had  pressed  upon  him  very 
fltrongly  the  utter  impmpriety  of  main- 
taining the  ofHce  of  Director  of  Public 
Prosecutions.  A  Committee  had  bt'C-n 
appointed  to  consider  the  subject,  and  it 
liad  reported  that,  na  fur  as  possible,  the 
oftici'  Rhould  be  amalgamated  with,  or 
absorbed  in,  the  office  of  Solicitor  to  the 
Treasury.  A  Bill  had  been  brought  in 
to  carry  out  the  recomrat-ndation  of  the 
Committee.  That  Bill  ought  to  make 
its  way  through  the  House ;  but  an 
obstinate  Scotch  Member,  who  wanted 
to  force  the  Scotch  system  on  the  Eng- 
lish people,  had  blocked  the  Bill.  There 
was,  therefore,  little  chance  of  the  mea- 
sure passing  this  Session  ;  but  with  re- 
gard to  prosecutions  for  electoral  cor- 
ruption, he  (Mr.  Warton)  had  endeu- 
voured,  by  this  Amendment,  to  give 
effect  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee.  The  Public  Prosecutor  hud 
been  found  wanting.  The  Solicitor  to 
the  Treasury  was  a  very  good  official, 
and  that  was  an  additional  reason  why 
the  Amendment  should  be  uccepted. 

New  Clause  (Interpretation  of  "The 
Corrupt  and  Illegal  PracticesAct,  1883,") 
— (J/r.  IVarlan,) — brougM  up,  and  read 
the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Clause  be  reod  a  second 
time." 

The  ATTORNEY  GENER.\L  (Sir 
Henry  James)  said,  he  was  sorry  he 
could  not  accept  the  Amendment,  the 
effect  of  which  would  be  to  alter  the 
whole  of  their  work  of  last  year  by  sub- 
stituting Solicitor  to  the  Treasury  for 
Public  Prosecutor.  So  long  aa  the 
Public  Prosecutor  existed  the  duties 
they  had  placed  on  him  by  the  original 
Act  ought  to  be  continued  by  this  Act. 
If  the  gentleman  in  question  ceased  to 
be  Director  of  Public  Prosecutions,  and 


his  place  was  taken  by  the  Solicitor  to 
the  Treasury,  this  clause  was  unneces- 
sary, becauHe  they  would  transfer  the 
duties  from  the  one  to  tJie  other.  He 
did  not  think  they  ought  to  take  away 
from  the  Public  Prosecutor  the  duties 
he  had  under  the  original  Act,  still 
leaving  him  in  existence  for  all  other 
purposes,  Ho  (Sir  Henry  James)  hoped 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Warton)  would  not  press  his  Amead- 
ment. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Clause  2  (Definition  and  punishment 
of  corrupt  practice  nt  municipal  elec- 
tion). 

The  ArrORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Hexhy  James)  moved,  as  an  Amend- 
ment, in  page  1,  line  10,  after  "  set 
forth  in,"  insert  "  Part  One  of." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Words  inierted  accordingly. 

Mr.  warton  moved,  as  an  Amend- 
ment, in  page  1,  to  insert,  after  "elec- 
tion," in  line  14 — 

"  Other  than  tbo  offence  of  aiding,  abetting, 
counselling,  and  procuring  the  oonunisaion  of 
the  offence  of  personation." 

The  object  of  this  Amendment  was  to 
reduce,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  penalty 
for  the  offence  uf  aiding  and  abetting 
personation,  for  the  Amendment  must 
be  read  with  the  next  one  which  stood 
iu  his  name,  which  was  to  add  at  the 
end  of  the  clause — 

"  A.  person  guilty  of  the  offence  of  aiding, 
abetting,  counselling,  and  procuring  the  com- 
mission of  the  offence  of  personation,  shall  be 
liubte  to  the  like  punishment,  and  subject  to  the 
liUu  incapacities,  as  a  person  guilty  of  bribery." 

It  would,  no  doubt,  be  in  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  House  that,  at  the  time  the 
Ballot  Act  was  introduced,  it  was  ima- 
gined that  it  would  load  to  a  great 
amount  of  personation.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  bribery  had  been  reduced  and  per- 
sonation had  not  inci-eased.  At  the  time 
terrible  penalties  were  provided  for  per- 
sons who  were  found  impersonating ; 
indeed,  the  penalties  were  made  much 
heavier  than  those  for  briber^'  under  in- 
tluonce,  and  so  forth.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  it  was  not  right  to  inflict  heavier 
penalties  for  personation  than  for  bribery, 
especially  now  that  the  working  of  the 
Ballot  Act  had  shown  that  personation 
was  not  carried  on  to  any  great  extent. 
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Surely,  it  was  unnecessary  to  hare  extra- 
ordinarily high  penalties  for  one  parti- 
culnr  offence.  Personully,  ho  was  afraid 
that  the  efiect  of  high  penalties  would 
be  to  defeat  the  object  of  the  Bill. 


Amendment  proposed, 

In  pags  1,  lino  14,  after  "election,"  insert 
•'  other  tliun  the  offence  of  aiding,  abetting, 
counselling,  and  procuring  the  commission  of 
the  olVence  of  pcrBonntion." — {Mr.  JFurlon.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  th(.<ro  inserted." 

The  ATTOENET  GENERAL  (Sir 
Hknuv  James)  said,  they  discussed  this 
matter  very  fully  last  year,  when  they 
were  in  Committee  upon  the  Parlia- 
mentary Elections  (Corrupt  and  Illegal 
Practices)  Bill ;  and  ho  believed  his  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  (Mr.  Warton)  made 
the  same  suggestion  then  that  he  made 
now.  He  (Sir  Uenry  James)  did  not 
wish  to  make  any  difference  between 
the  law  affecting  Parliamentary  elections 
and  that  affecting  municipal  elections 
It  seemed  absurd  to  saj'  they  would  pass 
one  sentence  for  the  offence  of  perKJiia- 
tion  if  committed  at  a  Parliamentary 
election,  and  another  sentence  if  the 
offence  was  committed  at  a  luunicipnl 
election.  Inasmuch  as  they  had  takon 
one  course  in  relation  to  Parliamentary 
elections,  he  wished  to  adhere  to  it  in 
cases  of  municipal  elections.  The  Ainend- 
nient  amounted  to  this — that  if  a  person 
procured  another  person  to  X)er8onnte 
100  voters,  he  should  receive  a  milder 
punishment  than  the  person  who  really 
committed  the  personation.  It  seemed  to 
him  (Sir  Heni-y  James)  that  the  ori- 
ginator of  the  act  ought  to  receive  the 
same  punishment  as  the  man  who  com- 
mitted the  act.  He  had  not  the  slightest 
sympathy  with  a  man  who  procured  the 
act  of  personation,  for  it  must  bo  an 
intentional  act.  In  his  opinion,  the 
procurer  of  the  act  was  far  more  guilty 
than  the  person  who  became  a  victim  to 
his  persuasion.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  reject  the  Amendment. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Clause  4  iCertain  expenditure  to  be 
illegal  practice). 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Henby  James)  moved,  as  an  Amend- 
ment, in  page  2,  line  32,  leave  out  from 
"ward"  to  end  of  sub-section  (1),  and 
insert — 

JUr.  Warton 


"  And  if  the  number  of  electors  in  lacb 
boroug)>  or  wnrd  exceeds  two  thousand,  one 
additional  committee  room  for  uverj'  two  thou- 
gnnd  eleetrini  and  incomplete  part  of  two  th/m- 
aand  elector*  over  and  above  the  said  tvo 
thousand." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
Words  etibHitnted  accordingly. 

Mb.  warton  moved,  as  an  Amend- 
ment, in  page  2,  line  37,  to  leave  out  the 
word  "  either,"  and  insert  the  words 
"  within  two  months."  Now,  if  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney 
General  (Sir  Henry  James)  was  deter- 
mined, whether  with  reoson  or  without 
reason,  to  keep  everything  in  this  BiU 
exactly  as  it  was  in  the  Act  of  last  year, 
he  would  resist  this  Amendment.  But 
had  not  the  experience  of  the  Act  of  last 
year  shown  that  in  a  g^eat  many  cases 
people  were  getting  frightened  at  the 
refusal  made  last  year  to  fix  any  period 
of  time  during  which  an  election  lasted  ? 
He  supposed  hou.  Gentlemen  who  in- 
tended tij  contest  again  the  constitueucy 
fur  which  they  now  sat  might  take  it 
that  the  next  Election  had  already  begun. 
Certainly  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  Chelsea  (Sir  Charles  W. 
Dilke)  and  his  hon.  and  learned  Col- 
league (Mr.  Firth),  who  had  asked  him 
(Mr.  Warton)  to  subscribe  towards  their 
election  expenses,  ought  to  consider  that 
the  election  in  which  they  intended  to 
take  a  part  had  begun.  The  object  of 
the  Amendment  was  to  insure  sunie- 
tiling  like  certainty  as  to  the  time  an 
election  began.  He  hoped  hon.  Mem- 
bers would  pay  a  little  attention  to  what 
they  were  doing,  and  not  let  the  Bill 
pnss  in  a  defective  state.  It  was  very 
necessary  tliat  people  should  know 
when  an  election  began,  and  he  now 
proposed  what  seemed  to  him  a  very 
moderate  limit  of  time.  This  Amend- 
ment, and  the  one  which  stood  next  ta 
his  name — namely,  to  insert  "  or  "  after 
"  before,"  would  have  the  effect  of 
making  the  clause  read  "payment," 
«ic.,  "  within  two  months  before  or  dur- 
ing or  after  an  election."  Now,  if  hon. 
Members  saw  the  force  of  what  he  said, 
they  would,  he  was  sure,  support  him. 
If  the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  Gene- 
ral wished  it  to  be  supposed  that  they  were 
never  to  act  wisely,  but  that  everytliing 
they  put  in  the  BiU  of  last  year  was  to 
be  put  in  the  Bill  of  this  year,  there  waa 
very  little  hope  of  the  most  rational 
Amendment  being  adopted.    It  was  out 
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of  all  reason  tlrnt  n  sitting  Member,  for 
inatanoo,  should  bo  liable  to  have  all 
the  terrible  penalties  of  this  Bill  inflicted 
upon  him,  because  he  did  not  know 
when  an  election  began. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  line 
37,  to  leave  out  the  word  "either,"  and 
insert  the  words  "  within  two  months," 
— (J/r.  Warton,) — instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
'  either '  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

TuE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Henry  James)  said,  this  Amendment 
brought  him  back  to  the  recollection  of 
this  lime  last  year.  Twelve  months  ago 
they  agriied  it  was  impossible  to  dcBue 
or  limit  the  time  nn  election  lasted.  If 
they  did,  the  law  was  sure  to  be  evaded. 
If  they  put  in  one  month,  or  two  months, 
or  three  months,  and  said,  "  You  may 
do  what  you  liko  outside  the  limit,"  they 
would  have  a  great  deal  done  that  ought 
not  to  be  done.  The  House  came  to  the 
oonclusion,  after  full  discussion,  that  it 
would  be  very  dangerous  to  fix  a  limit 
of  time. 

Question  put,  and  agrcid  to. 

Mn.  WARTON  moved,  a.s  nn  Amend- 
ment, in  page  2,  lino  40,  to  leave  out 
•'a  party."  and  insert  "privy."  It 
seemed  to  him  that  this  was  an  Amend- 
ment in  the  interest  of  purity  of  election. 
He  knew  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man the  Attorney  General  (Sir  Henry 
James)  supposed  he  (Mr.  Wnrton)  was 
standing  up  foreorruption  ;  but  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  was  quite  mis- 
taken. TIjere  might  be  other  persons 
engaged  iu  an  improper  payment  besides 
the  person  who  made  the  payment  or 
the  person  who  received  it.  A  third 
party  might  suggest  corruption  ;  there- 
fore, it  would  be  better  to  substituto 
here  the  word  "  privy  "  for  "  a  party." 
The  alteration  would  cover  the  case  of 
any  per-son  who  concealed  an  act  of  cor- 
ruption. He  hoped  that  if  hon.  Gentle- 
men sitting  on  the  Ministerial  Benches 
were  sincerely  actuated  by  a  desire  to 
put  down  electoral  corruption,  they 
would  not  oppose  an  Amendment  moved 
in  the  interest  of  purity  of  election,  al- 
though it  might  happen  to  be  proposed 
by  a  Member  of  the  Opposition. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  line 
40,  leavo  wit  "a  party,"  and  insert 
"  privy."— (l/ir.  Warton.) 


Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
'  a  party '  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Henry  James)  said,  that  by  this  Amend- 
ment the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Warton)  would  increase,  no  doubt 
unwittingly,  the  stringency  of  the  Bill, 
because  he  would  make  it  an  oU'ence  for 
anybody  to  be  "  privy  "  to  nn  act  of  cor- 
ruption. Anyone  who  received  know- 
ledge of  corruption  accidentally  would 
be  privy  to  the  offence.  If  they  made  a 
person  "  a  party  "  to  an  offence  he  must 
bo  guilty  of  some  substantial  act.  A 
person  who  read  of  corruption  in  a  news- 
paper would  be  privy  to  it.  Ho  (Sir 
Henry  James)  would  prefer  to  be  a  little 
lenient  in  this  instance,  if  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  would  allow  him. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  lo. 

Mb.  "WARTON  said,  he  had  an 
Amendment  to  move  to  the  clause  for 
the  purpose  of  making  the  phraseology 
of  the  various  clauses  of  the  Bill  con- 
sistent. He  wished  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  and  the  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  to  the  fact  that  the 
expression  which  he  was  about  to  move 
in  substitution  of  the  words  "  contraven- 
tion of  this  Act,"  iu  line  41,  occurred  in 
Clause  1  a,  page  6,  line  SO  of  the  Bill.  The 
expression  which  there  occurred  was ''con- 
trary to  law,"  and  he  proposed  to  move 
the  insertion  of  those  words  in  plaoe  of 
the  words  now  in  thu  clause.  If  the 
hon.  iind  learned  Qentlomau  was  so  con- 
sistent with  regard  to  certain  words  in 
the  Parliamentary  Elections  Act  of  last 
j'ear,  he  trusted  he  would  be  consistent 
in  regard  to  this  Bill,  and  not  have  one 
exprecsion  in  one  clause,  and  a  different 
expression  to  convey  the  same  idea  in 
anotlier  clause  of  the  Bill.  He  would 
give  the  hon.  Gentleman  his  clioice  of 
the  two  phrases ;  bnt  he  hoped  that  one 
or  the  other  of  them  would  bo  adopted. 
For  his  own  part,  he  thought  "eontrary 
to  law"  the  better  expression,  and  he 
should  also  prefer  it,  because,  in  the 
place  ho  hnd  indicated,  it  wns  used  in 
conneelion  with  a  very  similar  mat- 
ter. Moreover,  the  words  "contrary 
to  law  "  were  words  of  limitation,  and 
words  of  limitation  were  generally  good. 

Amendment  proposed,  iu  page  3,  line 
II,  to  leave  out  the  -words  "in  contra- 
vention of  this  Act,"  and  insert  the  woriU 
"contrary  to  law," — (J/r.  Warton,) — 
instead  thereof. 
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Question  proposad,  "That  tlie  words 
'  in  contravention  of  this  Act,'  stand  part 
of  the  Bill." 

The  attorney  QENEKAL  (Sir 
Henhy  James)  said,  he  was  unable  to 
agree  to  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member,  because  he  tIiou{<:ht  it  would 
not  improve  the  wording  of  the  clauso. 
lie  consideri'd  "in  coutravenlion  of  this 
Act"  the  better  wording. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  lo. 

Mr.  WARTON  said,  he  proposed,  as 
an  Amendment,  to  move  the  iusortion  of 
thn  words  "or  otherwise,"  after  the 
word  "  agent,"  in  page  •'!,  linn  2.  Ho 
thought  these  words  should  bo  inserted, 
because  a  person  might  be  engaged  to 
stick  bills  on  u  wall,  and  it  did  unt  follow 
that  he  was  strictly  an  advertising  agent. 
Tho  clause  ought  to  nxtond  its  provisions 
to  persons  who  might  carry  on  the  busi- 
ness of  exhibiting  bills  for  payment,  and 
he  did  not  think  such  persons  would  be 
included  in  the  words  "  advertising 
agont."  He  thought  that  the  words 
"  or  otherwise  "  tended  in  the  direction 
of  purity  of  election,  which  the  hon.  and 
learned  Attorney  (reneral  seemed  alter- 
nattdy  to  care  for  and  to  reject.  ]le 
urged  the  Amendment  on  the  favour- 
able attention  of  the  House,  1>ecause  it 
was  quite  possible  to  contentemplate  tho 
case  of  a  man  exhibiting  an  election  bill, 
and  yet  not  being  what  was  known  as  an 
advertising  agent. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
2,  after  the  word  "  agent,"  to  insert  tho 
words  "  or  otherwise." — (^/r.  JFarlun.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Hkxhy  James)  said,  ho  could  not  adopt 
this  Amendment,  This  matter  had  been 
fully  discussed  last  year,  when  Clauso  7 
of  the  Parliamentary  Elections  i^ Corrupt 
and  Illegal  Practices)  BUI  was  under  the 
consideration  of  the  House,  and  it  was 
then  decided  that  the  words  "advertising 
agent"  should  stand  without  the  addition 
of  the  words  "or  otherwise."  He  thought 
it  better  to  adopt  the  same  wording  with 
regard  to  the  present  Bill  which  it  was 
decided  to  retain  in  tho  Act  of  last  year. 
If  they  did  not  keep  this  distinction  in 
favour  of  the  advertising  agent,  by  say- 
ing, "  doing  the  ordinary  business  of 
advertising  agent,"  every  publican  and 


every  greengrocer,  who  sometimes  ex- 
hibited a  bill  at  election  time,  might 
claim  to  be  paid  for  it.  The  intention 
was  to  make  an  exception  in  favour  of 
the  advertising  agent  only,  and  not  ia 
favour  of  those  persons  who  sometimes 
exhibited  bills. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  WARTON  said,  he  regarded  the 
words  "  deemed  to  be,"  in  page  3,  line  4, 
of  the  Bill,  as  an  absurd  expression, 
and  one  which  was  only  intrduced  for 
the  sake  of  euphony.  He  would,  there- 
fore, move  their  omission  from  the  i 
clause. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3, 
line  \,  to  leave  out  the  words  "  deemed 
to  be."— (J/r.  JFarton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words* 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 


The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  ;Sip' 
Henry  James)  said,  he  was  reluctantly 
obliged  to  say  "No"  to  the  hon.  and 
learned  Merabor's  proposal  to  strike  out 
these  words.  It  was  better,  perhaps, 
sometimes  to  be  consistently  wrong,  than 
inconsistently  right.  However,  that 
might  be,  he  would  point  out  that  the 
Act  of  last  year,  with  regard  to  Parlia- 
mentary elections,  contained  these  very 
words,  "shall  be  deemed  to  be  illegal,'j| 
a  circumstance  which  it  would  seem  ha( 
escaped  the  hon.  and  learned  Member's 
acute  attention  when  that  measure  was 
passing  through  the  House.  If  they 
escaped  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
then,  he  thought  they  might  have  been 
allowed  to  escape  him  now  for  tho  sake 
of  consistency. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


Clause  5  (Expense  in  excess  of  ma 
mum  to  be  illegal  practice). 

Mr.  WARTON  said,  there  was  a  great 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  to  retain  in  the  Bill 
useless  phrases,  for  no  other  reason,  that 
he  (Mr.  Warton)  could  discover,  than 
that  they  were  in  the  Parliamentary 
I^lections  (Corrupt  and  Illegal  Practices) 
Act  of  last  year.  He  would  ask  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  whether  he  in- 
tended to  maintain  in  tho  Bill  the  pria< 
ciple  embodied  in  this  clause  ?  Ho  be- 
lieved the  great  majority  of  the  House 
had  never  heard  the  reasons  which  ia- 
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dacetl  tho  Loa.  and  learned  Gentleman 
to  adopt  the  words  of  this  clause.  They 
were,  nf  course,  in  ignorance  of  what 
had  taken  place  in  the  Grand  Commit- 
tee, and  no  one  seemed  to  know  exactly 
what  had  been  going  on  with  regard  to 
the  Bill.  Whatever  reason  there  was 
for  the  clause  in  tho  Act  of  last  year  with 
regard  to  Parliamentary  elections,  he 
was  satisfied  that  it  would  be  very  in- 
I  judicious  to  fix  tlie  proposed  maximum 
with  regard  to  these  minor  elections  in 
I  municipalities,  and  he  should,  therefore, 
i  move  that  the  clause  be  struck  out. 
The  great  absurdity  which  ran  through 
this  Bill  was  that  it  treated  these  little 
elections  as  if  they  wore  of  the  same  im- 
portance as  Parliamentary  Elections. 
He  trusted  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman would  bo  able  to  explain  to  the 
House  why  ho  hud  chan>j;;ed  front  so 
completely  since  the  debiito  on  tho  Mo- 
tion for  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill — 
why  he  had  changed  his  views  in  Com- 
mittee. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  poge  ;},  to 
leave  out  ClaiLse  6. — {J//-.  Warton.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  tho  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

Mr.  WflITI<EY  said,  he  also  shc.uld 
like  some  explanation  from  the  hon.  and 
learned  Attorney  General  of  the  reasons 
which  had  induced  him   to  take  up  n 
L  position  with  regard  tn  the  principle  of 
■this  clause  entirely  diCFercnt  from  that 
which  he  occupied  when  the  Bill  was  in- 
troduced to  the  House.     Tho  view  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  at  that  time 
was  certainly  against  the  introduction  of 
a  uaximuni  expenditure  in  the  case  of 
municipal  elections.     Ho  (Mr.  Whitley) 
[was  certainly  in  favour  of  the  opinion 
jtheu  expressed  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
[Gentleman,  and  he  was  bound  to  express 
ihis  surprise  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
lOentleman  did  not  now  hold  the  same 
opinion  with  regard  to  this  subject.     It 
Ijnust  be  obvious  to  tho  House  that  this 
clause  affected  the  various  constituents 
in  different  wa3'8.     In  the  constituency 
{■which  he  had  tho  honour  to  represent 
nLiverpool),  for  instance,  there  wore  no 
Hess  than  "iO.OOO  electors  who  had  tho 
Iright  of  voting  at  municipal  elections  ; 
land,  therefore,  the  arrangements  in  con- 
lection  with  such  olections  for  polling 
roonia,  polling  clerks,  and  their  assist- 
ants, were    necessarily  very  extensive. 


The  House  would  perceive  thattlie  maxi- 
mum expenditure  sought  to  be  imposed 
by  this  clause  would  be  absolutely  in- 
sufBcient  for  tho  purposes  of  municipal 
elections  in  Liverpool.  The  case  would 
be  entirely  difl'eront  with  regard  to 
towns  in  which  there  wore,  perhaps,  200 
electors,  and  even  a  smaller  number 
than  that — but  in  Liverpool  and  other 
towns  in  Lancashire,  he  believed  there 
was  no  municipality  with  a  smaller  elec- 
torate than  1,000.  Ho  could  assure  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  that  it  was 
impossible  that  this  maximum  could  be 
maintained  in  the  case  of  municipal 
elections  in  those  places.  It  would  be 
far  bettor,  in  his  opinion,  to  have  no 
maximum  at  all,  if  it  was  to  apply  to 
all  places  without  distinction.  Ho  main- 
tained that  the  retention  of  tho  clause 
in  its  present  form  would  constitute  a 
great  injustice  in  the  case  of  large  con- 
stituencies. It  was  a  question  of  tho 
magnitude  of  the  electorate,  and  ho  waa 
convinced  that  it  would  be  utterly 
impracticable  to  carry  out  municipal 
elections  in  large  towns  within  the  limit 
of  expenditure  proscribed  by  the  clause. 
He  was  sure  that  that  waa  not  the  in- 
tention of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man, and  he  waa  equally  satisfied  that 
the  Members  of  the  Grand  Committee 
had  not  fuUy  considered  the  bearing 
which  the  proposed  maximum  would 
have  upon  important  municipal  elec- 
tions. The  question  was  a  large  and 
serious  one,  ond  he  hoped  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  would  agroo  to  tho 
Motion  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Bridport  (Mr.  Warton)  to  strike 
out  the  clause.  If  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  went  to  a  Division,  he  should, 
for  the  reasons  given,  feel  it  his  duty  to 
vote  with  him. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  SMITH  said,  he  be- 
lieved it  would  be  extremely  difficult,  i£ 
not  actually  impossible,  to  conduct  muni- 
cipal elections  of  any  importance  upon 
the  very  small  scale  of  expenditiu-e  pro- 
posed in  tbi.s  clause.  For  his  own  part, 
he  had  considerable  misgivings  with  re- 
gard to  the  fixing  of  a  maximum  scale 
in  these  cases.  Ho  was,  of  course,  aware 
of  the  wisdom  of  surrounding  municipal 
elections  with  all  possible  safeguards  for 
purity;  butheventured  to  doubt  whether 
the  eti'ect  of  the  jjrinciple  contained  in 
the  clause  upon  loi-ge  municipal  elec- 
tions bad  received  sutBoient  attention 
at  the  hands  of  the  Oraud  Committee. 
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He  should  be  glad  to  see  the  Bill  passed 
\rithout  any  scale  at  all. 

The  attorney  GENEEAL  (.Sir 
Henry  James)  said,  he  had  eudoavoured 
to  obtain  the  best  information  upon  this 
subject  before  he  introduced  the  Bill  to 
the  House,  and  nt  the  time  when  the 
Bill  was  introduced,  he  thought  it  would 
be,  on  the  whole,  better  to  strike  out 
the  maximum  tSchedule,  and  to  insert  a 
minor  Schedule.  He  stated,  in  Com- 
mittee, that  objections  had  beon  ex- 
pressed to  that  plan,  but  that  ho  thought 
it  was  bettor  to  adopt  it,  and  he  was  met 
by  a  considerable  amount  of  criticism  ; 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Chat- 
ham (Mr.  Qorst)  and  others  told  him 
that  he  was  entirely  wrong  in  having 
taken  that  course.  He  adhered,  how- 
ever, to  his  former  opinion,  and  a  Divi- 
sion being  taken,  he  found  there  wns 
scarcely  a  working  majority  in  favour  of 
his  view.  Every  Conservative  Member 
voted  against  it — a  circumstance  which 
ho  hoped  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Bridport  (Mr.  Warton)  would  take 
to  heai't — and  those  who  spoke  on  the 
question  contended  that  there  ought  to 
be  a  maximum  Schedule,  while  many 
opinions  wore  expressed  that  he  ought 
not  to  give  way  on  the  point.  The  pro- 
posal which  he  laid  before  the  Grand 
Committee  having  been  carried  bj-  n  very 
narrow  majority,  he  thought  it  best  to 
meet  the  vii'wsof  thi-  minority  half- vvay. 
Having  got  rid  of  the  election  agent, 
bo  hoped  tho  f<,'ars  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Liverpool  (Mr.  Whitley)  would  not 
be  realized.  They  had  simplified  the 
matter  verj-  much  ;  but  there  still  ap- 
peared to  be  ft  certain  amount  of  doubt 
on  the  subject,  and  if  the  hrm.  and 
learned  Member  for  Bridport  fMr. 
Wurton)  took  a  Division  on  his  Motion, 
the  actual  opinion  of  the  House  would 
appear. 

SiK  E.  ASSHETON  CROSS  said,  he 
thought  much  credit  was  due  to  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attor- 
ney General  for  the  course  he  had  taken 
in  this  matter  throughout  tho  whole 
proceedings.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  had,  in  the  first  instance, 
formed  tho  opinion  in  his  own  mind 
that  it  was  not  wise  to  introduce  a 
maximum  scale.  It  was  quite  true  that 
he  (Sir  R.  Asshetflu  Cross)  had  made 
8ome  severe  comments  in  the  course  of 
the  debate  ou  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill  as  to  the  difference  which  existed 
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between  this  Bill  and  the  Act  of  last 
year  with  regard  to  corrupt  and  illegal 
practices  at  Parliamentary  elections; 
but,  no  doubt,  strong  opinions  wore  ex- 
pressed in  the  Grand  Committee,  not  by 
Conservative  Members  alone,  but  by  a 
large  number  of  Liberal  Members,  who 
had  had  experience  of  the  working  of 
the  Act  of  last  5'ear,  in  favour  of  a  niaxi- 
mum  scale,  and  the  result  was  that,  when 
the  Committee  went  to  the  Division  on 
the  question,  there  was  but  a  narrow 
majority  in  favour  of  tho  proposal  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General, 
which  led  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man to  reconsider  the  question,  and  to 
place  the  matter  on  a  different  footing. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  thought 
it  wise  to  reconsider  the  decision  at 
which  he  had  an-ived,  and  he  (Sir  R. 
Assheton  ( 'rose)  believed  that  in  the  pro- 
posal he  had  made,  he  carried  with  him, 
if  not  an  absolutely  unanimous,  yet  a 
very  general  concurrence  of  opinion  on 
the  part  of  hon.  Members.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  consented  to  in- 
troduce a  maximum  scale  of  expenditure 
into  the  Bill,  a  perfectly  proper  provi- 
sion, so  far  as  the  election  agent  was 
concerned,  and  to  that  extent  he  entirely 
agreed  with  the  hon.  and  learned  Attor- 
ney General.  But  when  he  came  to  con- 
sider the  maximum  Feale  that  had  been 
introduced  into  the  Bill,  that  appeared 
to  him  an  entirely  ditferent  matter,  and 
he  quite  agreed  with  his  hon.  Friend 
near  him  the  Member  for  Liverj)  >ol 
(Mr.  Whitley),  and  the  hon,  Gentleman 
opposite  (Mr.  Samuel  Smith),  that  the 
proposed  maximum  scale  ought  to  be  de- 
cidedly enlarged.  iHe  was  perfectly  satis- 
tied  that  no  municipal  election  could  be 
carried  on  within  thelimits  of  such  a  scale. 
The  matter  was  of  such  importance  that 
he  was  in  some  doubt  as  to  whether  its 
discussion  ought  not  to  be  deferred  to  a 
later  period.  They  were,  of  course,  all 
agreed  that  bribery  and  corruption  ought 
not  to  take  place  at  these  or  any  other 
elections ;  Imt  there  was  nothing  of  tho 
kind  involved  here.  The  amount  had 
been  placed  at  a  figure  altogether  too 
low,  and  he  was  of  precisely  tho  same 
opinon  as  his  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Whitley), 
that  it  was  insufficient  to  pay  for  the  per- 
sons who  cijuld  be  legally  employed 
under  the  Bill  for  the  purposes  of  muni- 
cipal elections. 

Question  put,  and  agretd  to. 
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Atnendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  line 
6,  to  leave  out  the  words  "  subject  to 
such  exception  as  may  be  allowed  in 
pursuance  of  this  Act." — {Mr.  TFarton.) 

Question,  "That  the  words  proposed 
to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Bill," 
put,  and  agrted  to. 

Mr.  H.  S.  NORTHCOTE  said,  it  was 
evident  that  if  the  matter  was  to  be 
dealt  witli  in  the  way  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  Gencrnl 
wished  the  scale  of  expenditure  fixed  by 
tho  Bill  as  it  stood  at  present  was  insuffi- 
cient, lie  proposed,  therefore,  t«  move 
that  the  maximum  of  £20  should  be  in- 
creased to  £25.  It  was  obvious  that  if 
municipal  contests  were  to  be  conducted 
on  non-political  linos,  the  electors  ought 
to  have  the  fullest  information  of  the 
views  of  the  local  reproaentutives 
before  Ihom.  Although  it  was  im- 
jMJSsible  to  say  that  an  expenditure  of 
£25  could  have  any  great  efl'oct  in  cor- 
rupting the  boroughs,  yet  its  expendi- 
ture on  printing,  &c.,  might  have  a  great 
etfect  in  affording  the  electurs  of  the 
borough  full  information  with  regard  to 
tho  questions  at  issue.  Ho  should  like 
to  suggest  to  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman the  Attorney  General  a  possible 
compromise.  He  did  not  know  whether 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  would 
bo  able  to  see  his  way  to  accept  it ;  but 
it  had  been  suggested  to  him  (Mr. 
Northcote)  by  a  municipal  agent,  who 
had  devoted  great  attention  to  the  mat- 
ter. This  municipal  agent  proposed 
that  in  wards  of  under  500  voters,  £15 
shoidd  bo  allowed ;  in  wards  between 
500  and  1,000  voters,  £25  ;  and  in  wards 
over  1,500,  £.'50,  with  a  scale  of  4rf.  for 
each  voter  over  the  initial  number. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  3,  lino 
13,  to  leave  out  the  words  "twenty 
pounds,"  and  insert  the  words  "twenty- 
five  pounds,"— I  J/r.  H.  S.  Northcotx,)— 
instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
'  twenty  pounds  '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

The  ATTOENEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Henby  James)  said,  the  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Northcote)  had  stated  the  case  very 
fairly,  and  ho  quite  felt  that  there  was  a 
great  deal  in  what  he  had  said.  This 
was  really  a  practical  matter,  and  he 
hoped  that  every  Member  would  vote 
exactly  as  ho  thought  right.  The  ques- 
tion  was,  whether  £25  should   be  tho 
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initial  expenditure,  and  3(7.  or  4rf.  per 
head  the  subsequent  amount?  Aa  fur 
as  ho  (the  Attorney  General)  could 
judge,  whether  they  adopted  the  £25, 
or  maintained  the  £20  limit,  or  whether 
they  had  4rf.  instead  of  the  3rf.  for  sub- 
sequent expenditure,  either  sum  would 
take  elections  out  of  the  area  of  corrupt 
practices.  He  would  state  to  the  House 
briefly  why  he  should  prefer  to  adhere 
to  tbo  £20  limit  and  the  smaller  sum 
per  head.  In  the  first  place,  they  had 
disi'ussed  this  matter  in  the  Grand  Com- 
mittee, and  if  there  was  any  question 
which  it  was  desirable  that  such  Coua- 
mittee  should  determine,  it  was  this.  It 
was  eminently  a  question  to  be  intrusted 
to  such  a  body.  The  question  was  one 
very  materially  depending  upon  the  in- 
formation obtained  by  those  interested 
in  tho  matter.  Information  had  been 
obtained  by  many  Members  of  tho  Grand 
Committee  from  the  districts  they  repre- 
sented, and  the  majority  of  the  Com- 
mittee had  been  in  favour  of  maintain- 
ing tho  maximum  at  £20  instead  of  £25. 
The  majority  of  the  constituencies  had 
thought  that  £20  would  be  quite  suffi- 
cient to  pay  aU  legitimate  expenses.  He 
agreed  with  the  hon.  Member  for  Liver- 
pool (Mr.  Whitley)  that  thoy  would  not 
be  able  to  carry  on  municipal  elections 
for  this  sum  if  those  elections  wore  to  be 
conducted  in  the  future  as  they  had  been 
in  the  past— that  was  to  say,  if  thoy 
were  to  carry  them  on  by  giving  all  sorts 
of  useful  information  to  the  electors  as 
to  the  merits  of  particular  candidates  by 
addi'essing  placards  and  advertisements 
to  them.  In  that  event,  neither  sum 
now  proposed  would  be  sufficient.  He 
did  not  think  it  was  necessary  to  give 
information  of  this  kind  to  the  electors. 
Whether  a  ward  was  a  small  one,  or 
whether  it  was  composed  of  1,600  elec- 
tors, he  believed  that  every  morning, 
when  a  ratepayer  arose  from  his  bed,  he 
would  gi't  all  the  information  he  required 
about  the  candidates,  if  there  was  any- 
thing he  did  not  know,  in  the  local 
papers.  The  eloetora  would  know  all 
they  were  wanted  to  know  without  put- 
ting the  candidates  to  the  necessity  ol 
advertising.  If  they  had  a  committee 
room  at  all,  it  would  do  for  1,000  as  well 
as  for  500  electors,  and  in  the  same  way 
11  clerk  would  be  able  to  manage  a  large 
number  as  conveniently  as  ho  could  a 
small  number.  It  was  necessary  that 
they  should  form  an  opinion  upon  thiq 
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matter  upon  detailed  information  they 
received  from  the  constituenciee ;  and 
though  he  did  not  for  a  moment  say  that 
he  woidd  Bnpersede  the  responfiibility  of 
individual  Members  in  this  matter,  at 
the  8ame  time  he  must  point  out  that 
they  would  not  obtain  any  advantage  by 
going  into  a  lengthy  or  detailed  debate 
on  the  question.  The  only  expression  of 
opinion  necessary  for  him  to  give  was  a 
general  one  ;  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
he  believed  that  if  £25  was  inserted  in 
the  place  of  £20,  it  would  bo  just  as 
useful  in  putting  an  end  to  corrupt  prac- 
tices. 

8in  R.  A8SHET0N  CROSS  said,  he 
was  very  glad  the  hon.  and  learned  Oen- 
tlonian  the  Attorney  General  had  done 
two  things.  In  the  first  place,  he  was 
pleased  to  hear  him  say  that  any  Mem- 
ber of  the  House  could  vote  exactly  as 
ho  thought  fit,  without  any  pressure,  be- 
cause he  happened  to  sit  on  one  side  of 
the  House  instead  of  the  other.  He  (Sir 
R.  Assheton  Cross)  agreed  that  this  was 
not  a  Party  question.  In  the  second 
place,  he  was  glad  to  hoar  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  say  that  the  acoopt- 
ance  of  the  higher  sum  instead  of  the 
lower  would  be  equally  efficacious  in 
putting  a  stop  to  bribery  and  corruption. 
Ho  (Sir  R.  Assheton  Cross)  had  gone 
carefully  into  this  question  to  find  out 
whether  the  £20  would  be  sufficient,  and 
the  result  of  his  inquiries  was  that  in 
» large  boroughs  like  Liverpool  it  would 
he  far  from  sufficient.  He  would  ask 
the  House,  as  there  was  no  question  of 
corruption  in  the  matter,  whether  a  man 
had  a  fair  chance-  of  giving  his  consti- 
tuents to  understand  his  quali6cation« 
and  his  reasons  for  desiiing  to  be  put 
upon  the  Municipality,  when  his  initial 
expenses  were  limited  to  £'J0  ;  or,  at  any 
rate,  whether  he  would  have  as  good  an 
opportunity  as  he  would  if  he  were  en- 
abled to  spend  £25  ?  He  was  not  speak- 
ing of  a  man  who  could  get  up  and  make 
a  speech  at  a  meeting  of  hiscon-stituents, 
hut  of  a  man  who,  without  the  op- 
portunity of  attending  meetings,  desirt-d 
to  let  his  constituency  know  what  he 
felt,  and  why  he  stood.  The  question 
was,  could  a  man  do  this  for  the  smaller 
sum  ?  And  his  (Sir  R.  Assheton  Cross's) 
opinion  was  that  in  such  places  as  Livor- 
pool  and  Manchester  he  could  not  do  so. 
No  man  who  wished  to  stand  at  the 
municipal  elections  at  these  places  should 
be  debarred ;  and  he  was  sure  that,  if 
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the  smaller  sum  wore  adopted,  many 
persons  would  be  prevented  from  avail- 
ing themselves  of  the  advantages  they 
wished  to  possess,  and  of  the  advantages 
they  wi.-hed  their  constituents  to  have. 
He  would  appeal  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  Liverpool  on  that  (the  Opposition) 
side  of  the  House  (Mr.  Whitley)  and  to 
the  hon.  Member  fur  Liverpool  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  (Mr.  Samuel 
Smith),  and  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
Manchester,  whether  his  view  was  not 
the  correct  one  ?  The  hon.  Member  for 
Manchester  who  sat  on  that  (the  Con- 
servative) side  of  the  House  (Mr.  Houlds- 
worth)  had  spoken  to  him  very  strongly 
upon  the  matter. 

Ma.  WHITLEY  said,  ho  wished  to 
point  out  that  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman the  Attorney  General  had  not 
addressed  himself  to  the  real  difficulty. 
He  did  not  think  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  at  all  realized  what  it  was  to 
contest  a  ward  in  a  Municipality  con- 
taining so  many  thousand  electors  as 
Liverpool.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman proposed  to  give  them  18  polling 
places.  They  must  have  two  polling 
places  in  each  ward,  and  then  they  must 
have  a  polling  clerk  at  each  station  ;  and 
he  would,  therefore,  ask  how  was  it  pos- 
sible to  work  such  a  constituency  as  this 
with  the  money  proposed  to  be  allowed  ? 
Li  the  ward  he  (Mr.  Whitley)  repre- 
sented, it  was  essential  that  there  should 
be  a  large  number  of  polling  places, 
and  it  was  impossible  that  they  could 
get  them  for  the  amount  proposed  to  be 
allowed  in  the  Bill.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
had  intimated  that  he  had  consulted 
various  interests  on  this  matter;  and  ho 
(Mr.  Whitley)  would  like  to  ask  him  if 
ho  had  consulted  au3'one,  no  matter  of 
what  politics,  or  oven  those  who  had  no 
political  bias  at  all,  in  the  large  towns, 
without  coming  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  work  an  election 
in  a  place  like  Liverpool  with  this 
money?  No  doubt,  it  would  be  possible 
to  do  it  in  small  boroughs ;  but  sup- 
posing they  had  a  constituency  of  23,000 
to  send  an  address  to,  their  money  would 
be  almost  gone  at  once.  Ho  was  talking 
of  a  constituency  M'ith  an  area  of  seven 
miles.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man the  Attorney  General  coulil  have  no 
idea  of  the  difficulty  candidates  in  Liver- 
pool would  be  placed  in  if  his  proposal 
were  accepted ;  and  ho  (Mr.  Whitley) 


4 


453  Municipal  Elecliont        [July  24,  1884 1  {Corrupt,  ifc.  Practice)  Sill.  454 


I 


would  ask  lion.  Members  representing 
lai-go  constituencies  whether,  if  thoy 
consulted  their  constituents,  thoy  would 
not  find  thom  all  against  the  proposal 
of  the  Bill  ?  He  trusted  the  House  would 
support  tho  Amendment. 

Mr.  WARTON  said,  that  as  tho  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney 
General  was  kind  enough  to  say  that 
they  might  all  vote  as  they  liked,  lie 
would  ask  right  hon.  Gentlemen  ait- 
ting  on  the  Treasury  Bench  not  to  put 
forward  tho  Government  Whips  as 
Tellers  in  tho  Division. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes  95  ;  Noes 
42:  Majority  53.— (Div.  List,  No,  181.) 

Mb.  H.  S.  NORTHCOTE  :  I  have 
another  Amendment  on  the  Paper  ;  but 
after  the  Division  we  have  just  taken  1 
do  not  pi-opose  to  proceed  with  it.  I 
refer  to  my  proposal  to  leave  out  in  line 
15  the  words  "three  pence,"  and  insert 
"four  pence." 

Clause  6  (Voting  by  prohibited  per- 
aona  and  publishing  of  false  statements 
of  withdrawal  to  bu  illegal). 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  4,  line 
16,  after  the  word  "election,"  to  leave 
out  "  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  or 
procuring  the  (dection  of  another  candi- 
date."—^J/r.  Warlon.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  tho  words 
proposed  to  be  loft  out  stand  part  of  the 
BilO' 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Hexiit  James)  foid,  ho  had  not  caught 
the  object  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber (Mr.  Warton)  in  moving  this  Amend- 
ment, and  he  certainly  thought  it  would 
be  bettor  to  adhere  to  the  words  iu  the 
Bill. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  7  (Punishment  on  conviction 
of  illegal  practice). 

Mb.  warton  said,  tho  next  Amend- 
ment, he  trusted,  would  meet  with  tho 
approbation  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General,  He 
thought  that  the  £20  he  propjsed  would 
bo  quite  a  sufficient  disability,  without 
adding  a  greater  incapacity  ;  and  he 
would  therefore  move  to  leave  out  "one 
hundred  "  and  insert  "  twenty." 

Amendment  proposed,  In  page  4,  line 
24,  to  leave  uut  the  words  "  one  kua- 


drcd,"  and  insert  the  word  "twenty," — 
{Mr.  Warton,) — instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
'  one  hundred  '  stand  part  of  the  Hill." 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Henry  James)  said,  he  could  not  accept 
the  Amendment,  as  £100  had  been  ac- 
cepted after  a  long  discussion.  The 
clause  said  "  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
poun<ls;"  therefore,  it  seemed  to  him 
that  it  would  meet  any  very  gross  caso. 

Mr.  T0MLIN80N  said,  he  could 
not  imagine  anything  more  likely  to  dis- 
courage respectable  men  from  becoming 
candidates  than  such  a  thing  as  this.  If 
such  a  provision  an  that  in  question  were 
retained,  the  eflect  would  be  to  throw 
elections  into  tho  hands  of  an  inferior 
class  of  men.  That  would  be  the  effect 
of  imposing  too  heavy  a  penalty  for  what 
might  not  be  very  distinctly  an  illegal 
act. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  10  (Employment  of  hackney 
carriages,  or  of  oairiages  and  horses 
kept  for  hire). 

Mr.  warton  said,  the  next  Amend- 
ment he  had  on  the  Paper  might  appear 
to  some  hon.  Members  a  very  trifling 
one ;  but  it  really  was  not  trifling,  be- 
cause, if  they  looked  at  tho  phraseology 
of  the  Rill,  they  would  find  in  its  nomen- 
clature "  illegal  hiring  and  illegal  prac- 
tices." If  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man tho  Attorney  General  would  look  at 
the  provision  before  the  one  he  (Mr. 
Warton)  wi.shod  to  amend,  he  would  see 
the  words  used  in  another  sense.  In 
the  present  clause  the  phrase  "illegal 
hiring  "  was  not  used  in  its  proper  sense, 
because  it  was  used  both  in  tho  sense  of 
hiring  and  letting  for  hire.  Ho  objected 
to  this  use  of  new  phraseology — this 
introduction  of  a  new  phrase  altogether. 
They  would  find  the  words  "guilty  of 
illegal  hiring"  in  Clause  IG,  not  only 
in  the  clause,  but  in  the  marginal 
note  also.  It  was  not  "an  illegal  hiring." 
He  wished  to  know  whether  the  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  General  would 
have  "an  illegal  hiring"  as  ho  had  in 
one  part  of  the  Bill,  or  "  illegal  hiring  " 
as  he  had  in  others  ? 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  S,  line 
25,  leave  out  "an." — {Mr.  Warton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
proposed  to  be  lufl  out  stand  part  of  th9 
Bill." 

Q3 
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Tub  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Henbt  James)  said,  the  striking  out  of 
this  word  did  not  make  the  slightest 
difference  in  the  Bill.  As,  however,  it 
would  bring  about  greater  uniformity, 
he  was  much  obliged  to  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  having  pointed  it 
out,  and  he  had  much  pleasure  in  ac- 
cepting the  proposal. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Word  struck  out  accordingly. 

On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Wahton,  further 
Amendment  made  in  line  30,  by  striking 
out  the  word  "an." 

Clause  12  (Certain  expenditure  to  be 
illegal  payment). 

Mb.  WARTON  said,  that  in  page  6, 
line  7,  he  wished  to  move  an  Amend- 
ment which  affected  rather  an  important 
matter  of  principle,  with  regard  to  which 
he  was  afraid  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General  would 

five  him  the  same  answer  as  he  had 
one  when  they  were  discussing  the 
Parliamentary  Elections  (Corrupt  and 
Illegal  Practices)  Bill  of  last  year.  The 
object  of  the  Amendment  was  to  leave 
out  that  part  of  the  clause  which  was 
against  the  use  of  cockades  and  ribbons, 
which,  to  his  (Mr.  Warton's)  mind,  were 
quite  harmless  things.  These  municipal 
elections  were  not  of  the  same  gravity  as 
Parliamentary  elections ;  and,  therefore, 
even  if  it  was  desirable  to  put  a  stop  to 
the  use  of  these  things  at  Parliamentary 
elections,  which  he  did  not  believe  it 
was,  it  was  not  necessary  to  put  a  stop 
to  their  employment  in  connection  with 
these  elections.  It  was  not  necessary  to 
go  into  the  same  minuiice  in  this  Bill  as 
they  had  in  the  Parliamentary  Elections 
(Corrupt  and  Illegal  Practices)  Bill. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  6,  line 
7,  after  the  word  "  flags,"  to  insert  the 
word  "  or."— ( Jfr.  Warton.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  or '  be  there  inserted." 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Henrt  Jakes)  said,  he  must  adhere  to 
his  banner.  This  provision  was  con- 
tained in  the  12th  clause  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Elections  (Corrupt  and  Illegal 
Practices)  Act  of  last  year,  and  it  was 
discussed  at  some  length.  If  they  al- 
lowed banners  to  be  used  in  a  municipal 
election  and  not  in  Farliamentaiy  eleo- 


tions,  he  was  afraid  people  would  be 
prone  to  make  mistakes. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Clause  13  (Certain  employment  to  be 
illegal). 

Mr.  warton  said,  he  would  not 
move  the  next  two  Amendments  which 
stood  in  his  name,  as  they  were  similar 
to  those  rejected  on  Clause  A ;  but  he 
did  hope  to  have  the  support  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General, 
now  that  he  had  to  propose  to  leave 
out  in  page  6,  line  36,  "  contrary 
to  law,"  and  insert  "  in  contraven- 
tion of  this  Act."  Honestly  and 
fairly  he  called  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman's  attention,  when  they  were 
on  Clause  4,  to  the  inconsistency  in  the 
Bill,  and  he  gave  him  his  choice  of  the 
phrases  "contrary  to  law,"  or  in  "  con- 
travention of  this  Act."  It  would  be 
well  that,  as  they  were  creating  new 
crimes  by  this  Bill,  the  expression  "  in 
contravention  of  this  Act,"  which thehon. 
and  learned  Attorney  General  required 
in  a  previous  clause,  should  be  required 
now. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  6,  line 
36,  to  leave  out  "contrary  to  law,"  and 
insert  "in  contravention  of  this  Act" 
— {Mr.  Warton,) — ^instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
'  contrary  to  la  w '  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Henby  James)  said,  he  did  not  see  much 
differeuce  between  the  two  phrases,  and, 
therefore,  he  would  agree  to  the  Amend- 
ment. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
'  in  contravention  of  this  Act '  be  there  in- 
serted "  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  warton  proposed  the  omission 
of  the  clause.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  spoke  with  great  force 
in  respect  to  this  clause  when  he  moved 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  said  it  was 
very  proper  that  they  should  prevent 
pubUc-houses  being  engaged  for  election 
purposes ;  but  perhaps  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  would  not  consider  it 
unkind  in  him  (Mr.  Warton)  if  he  said 
that  in  his  speech  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  gave  excellent  reasons  why 
the  same  provision  should  not  be  applied 


IZI  Municipal  Eleet%on»         [JvLV  2i,  18B4\  {Corrupt,  Sic.  Fraclim)  Bill.  158 


to  municipal  as  to  Parliamentary  elec- 
tions. Thoy  knew  that  in  Parliamentary 
elections  it  was  very  easy  to  get  com- 
mittee rooms,  because  all  sorts  of  pecu- 
liar places  could  he  obtained ;  but  in 
municipal  elections  it  was  not  so  easy  to 
pet  rooms  for  the  purposes  of  commit- 
tees. It  seemed  to  him  (Mr.  Warton) 
that  there  should  bo  no  stigma  plaood 
on  a  really  respectable  trade.  The 
licensed  victuBllors  only  wished  to  do 
what  was  proper  ;  but  they  wore  super- 
vised bj-  the  police  and  restricted  in 
every  way.  lie  proposed  to  omit  the 
clause. 

Amendment  proposed  to  leave  out 
Clause  16.— {Mr.  Warlon.) 

Question,  "  That  tho  words  '  any  pre- 
mises '  stand  part  of  the  Bill,"  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

Mb.  H.  S.  NORTHCOTE  proposed, 
as  an  Amendment,  in  page  7,  lino  17, 
after  "association,"  to  insert  — 

"  Not  being  &  towrf  fide  club,  society,  or  asso- 
ciation, which  shall  have  hecn  in  existence  for 
the  period  of  12  months  prior  to  the  passing  of 
this  Act." 

lie  said  he  need  not  detain  the  House 
for  many  moments  in  submitting  this 
Amendment  to  its  judgment.  Although 
the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
(Sir  Henry  James')  was  at  one  time  not 
disinclined  to  accede  to  the  principle  of 
allovring  bond  fide  clubs  to  be  used  for 
political  election  purposes,  ultimately  he 
failed  to  make  a  proposal  which  was 
satisfactory  to  the  g^eat  majority  of  the 
House.  The  Amendment  he  (Mr.  H.  S. 
Northcoto)  submitted  in  Committee  on 
this  subject  was  rejectt>d,  on  the  ground 
that  municipal  elections  should  not  be 
conducted  ou  political  lines.  As  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  however,  municipal  conte.sts, 
in  a  gfroat  majority  of  tho  boroughs  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  were  fought  on 
political  grounds,  and  he  did  not  see  any 
immediate  prospect  of  a  cessation  of  tho 
practice.  If  such  contests  were  to  be 
fought  on  pobticol  grounds,  it  was  de- 
sirable that  the  legitimate  political 
machinery  should  be  used.  It  appeared 
to  him  that  these  honA  fide  political  clubs 
were  necessarily  the  places  where  a  great 
part  of  the  work  attending  municipal 
elections  was  done  ;  and,  therefore,  their 
uso  as  committee  rooms  should  be  for- 
mally legalized.  Ho  was  afraid,  if  that 
woa  not  the  case,  a  great  deal  of  indirect 


and  underhand  work  must  necessarily  bo 
done  at  the  clubs.  He  was  quite  certain 
that  if  working  men  belonged  to  the 
clubs  they  would  go  in  the  evening  and 
talk  over  the  election,  and  it  was  impos- 
sible to  avoid  a  certain  amount  of  objoe- 
tionable  work  being  done  in  an  informal 
way.  If  his  Amendment  were  adopted, 
there  would  be  an  assimilation,  as  far  as 
possible,  of  the  mode  of  conducting  Par- 
liamentary and  municipal  elections.  It 
was  clear  that  tlie  legalization  of  the  uso 
of  political  clubs  would  not  make  ony 
difference  in  the  conduct  of  municipal 
elections  upon  political  grounds;  because 
the  men  who  became  candidates  for  seats 
in  Town  Councils  were,  as  a  rule,  not 
tlio  working  men  who  habitually  used 
tho  club,  and  who  became  thoroughly 
saturated  with  political  Party  prin- 
ciples, but  loadLig  tradesmen,  who 
might  join  clubs  with  tho  view  of  en- 
couraging the  Liberal  or  the  Conserva- 
tive cause,  and  who  would  stand  for  posi- 
tions in  the  Town  Council  entirely  inde- 
pendent of  their  membership  of  a  club. 
Under  those  circumstances,  and  wishing 
that  if  municipal  elections  were  to  be 
fought  on  political  grounds,  they  should 
be  fought  in  a  logitimato  manner,  ho 
had  ventured  to  submit  this  Amendment 
to  the  House.  If  ho  might  make  a  verbal 
alteration  in  his  Amendment  it  would 
be  to  substitute  "permanent"  for 
^'lonA  fide."  "Permanent"  was  a 
better  word,  and  more  completely  ex- 
pressed his  meaning.  His  only  object 
in  saying  ^'hona  fide"  was  to  guard 
against  the  employment  of  mere  drink- 
ing shops,  which  were  sometimes  called 
clubs. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  pdge  7,  line  17,  after  tho  word  "associa- 
tion," to  insert  the  words  "  not  beinp  a  pcr- 
miinout  chib,  society,  or  association,  which  shall 
have  been  in  existence  for  tho  period  of  12 
months  prior  to  tho  passing  of  this  Act."—  {Mr. 
U.  S.  yorlhcote.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Henry  James)  said,  he  would  suggest 
to  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  H.  S.  North- 
cote)  that  he  should  withdraw  hia 
Amendment  in  favour  of  the  one  stand- 
ing in  the  name  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Mid  Lincolnshire  (Mr. 
E.  Stanhope),  on  which  Amendment  the 
question  could  be  more  appropriately 
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raiBed.  lie  (Sir  Ileiiry  James)  bad  only 
to  trouble  tho  House  with  a  few  sen- 
tences in  expressing  his  views  upon  this 
aabJGot.  He  Lad  to  ask  the  House  even 
more  strongly  than  before  to  take  upon 
itself  the  entire  responsibility  of  dealing 
■with  this  proposal.  As  ho  was  in  the  novel 
condition  of  lindinghimself  differing  with 
some  of  his  Colleagues  on  tho  question, 
ho  wisfhed  to  state  briefly  why  ho  de- 
sired to  seo.this  Amondmont  rojoctod. 
Would  the  House  see  what  they  were 
discussing  ?  It  really  was  not  the  ques- 
tion of  the  convenience  of  a  particular 
candidate  ;  but  a  very  broad  question 
they  were  discussing.  Many  persons 
wished  to  take  municipal  elections  out 
of  the  area  of  Party  politics ;  they 
wished  to  get,  as  members  of  municipal 
bodies,  men  of  moderate  views,  who 
;  would  not  run  on  political  lines  ;  but 
'■who  would  be  willing  and  anxious  to 
serve  the  localities  without  being  tied  tu 
one  side  or  the  other.  What  was  pro- 
posed was  to  give  to  the  club  managers 
to  decide  who  should  be  elected.  Let 
tho  House  take  into  ita  view  a  practical 
condition  of  thing^s.  Suppose  there 
were  three  candidates  for  one  seat,  a 
Tory,  a  Liberal,  and  an  independent. 
The  Tory  and  tho  Liberal  would  have 
tho  use  of  their  respective  clubs  for 
committee  rooms ;  but  what  would  bo- 
conie  of  the  independent  candidate  ? 
Take  the  ease  where  tiiey  had  two 
Tories  and  no  Liberal  standing  for  one 
seat.  Tho  Tory  who  placed  himself  in 
Ltlio  hands  of  the  Tory  managers  had  a 
'great  advantage  over  his  opponent,  bo- 
cause  he  obtained  tho  support  of  the 
club,  as  well  as  of  those  who  were  of  the 
eame  political  opinion.  By  the  use  of 
a  club  they  did  not  only  save  tho  ex- 
pense of  a  committee  room,  but  the 
whole  weight  of  the  club  was  given  to 
the  candidate  the  club  espoused.  If  a 
political  club  took  up  the  cudgels  of  one 
of  its  partizans  and  gave  him  tbe  whole 
weight  of  the  Party  organization  and 
the  club  manngeraeut,  what  chance  had 
any  other  candidate,  even  though  ho 
might  hold  the  eame  political  views? 
He  (Sir  Henry  James)  considered  that 
if  the  House  accepted  this  Amend- 
ment they  would  give  great  strength  to 
those  who  desired  to  see  Party  politics 
control  municipal  elections  ;  they  would 
give  to  municipal  contests  greater 
political  weight  than,  in  the  interest  of 
the  public,  they  ought  to  have.     These 

Th«  Attorney  General 


were  hia  own  opinions,  from  which 
many  with  whom  ho  generally  agreed 
differed. 

Mu.  E.  STANHOPE  said,  he  would 
admit  there  was  something  in  what  tbe 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attor- 
ney General  (Sir  Henry  James)  had 
said ;  but  ho  thought  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  did  not  attach  sufE- 
cient  importance  to  the  fact  that  many 
clubs  had  been  established  for  the  pur- 

foso  of  jiromoting  electoral  purity. 
"  Oh,  oh !  "j  That  was  his  opinion — 
indeed,  ho  was  quite  certain  it  was  a 
fact  that,  in  a  good  many  boroughs 
where  previously  corrupt  practices  had 
prevailed,  pure  elections  had  boon  the 
outcome  of  the  establishment  of  political 
clubs.  One  reason  why  he  had  framed 
liis  Amendment  in  the  form  in  which  it 
appeared  on  the  Paper  was  that  many 
clubs  had  been  formed  in  which  intoxi- 
cftting  liquors  could  not  be  sold,  and  the 
clause  now  under  consideration  would 
prevent  such  clubs  being  used  for 
political  purposes.  That,  in  his  opinion, 
was  unreasonable  and  unfair.  If  his 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Northcote)  would 
allow  him  to  submit  his  Amendment  to 
tlio  House,  he  hoped  it  would  meet  with 
the  approval  of  hon.  Gentlemen. 

Mil.  H.  S.  NOKTHCOTE  asked  leave 
to  withdraw  his  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  E.  STANHOPE  moved,  as  an 
Amendment,  to  add,  at  end  of  the 
clause — "  Provided  also,  That  nothing  in 
this  section  shall  apply  to  any  perma- 
nout  political  club." 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  7,  line  32,  to  insert  at  the  end  of  the 
sub-section,  tho  words  "  I'rorided  iiUo,  That 
nothing  in  this  section  shall  apply  to  uny  per- 
manent political  club."— (iVi-.  i.  Stanhope.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mil.  AETHUE  AENOLD  said,  with 
regard  to  the  remark  made  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  General  (Sir  Henry 
James),  that  if  thoy  did  not  allow 
political  clubs  to  be  used  for  election 
purposes,  thoy  would  certainly  not  pre- 
vent municipal  elections  being  more  or 
less  political.  His  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  dwelt  upon  the  fact  that  politics 
did  enter  into  municipal  contests.  He 
said — "  You  give  to  the  Liberal  or  Tory 
candidate  all  the    club    organization. 
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He  (Mr.  Arthur  Arnold)  replied  to  the 
LoM.  and  loarned  Gentleman — "  You 
cannot  take  it  from  him."  In  every 
large  borough  theso  clubs  existed — in 
all  the  Lancashire  boroughs  they  existed 
to  a  great  degree,  and  it  was  impossible 
to  deprive  o  Party  candidate  of  the 
suppnrt  a  club  oould  give  him.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  General  asked 
what  was  to  become  of  the  independent 
candidate.  Unless  he  was  a  man  of 
great  personal  weight  he  would  stand 
very  badly  at  any  time ;  if  he  was  a 
inau  of  great  weight  and  standing  he 
would  probably  succeed.  Considering 
that  every  Member  on  the  Grand  Com- 
mittee who  represented  a  large  borough 
constituency  voted  for  this  Amendment 
he  hoped  the  proposal  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Mid  Lincolnshire  (Mr.  E.  Stan- 
hope) would  be  adopted  by  the  Uouse. 

Mr.  CAUSTON  said,  he  hoped  the 
Amendment  would  not  be  adopted. 
"When  the  House  was  in  Committee  ou 
the  Parliamentary  Elections  (Corrupt 
and  Illegal  Practices)  Bill  of  last  year, 
he  and  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Bedford  (Mr.  Whitbread)  spoke  strongly 
against  such  a  proposition  as  the  pre- 
sent. If  all  tlie  clubs  which  would  be 
aflfected  were  honAfide  political  clubs,  he 
should  have  no  objection  to  the  proposi- 
tion ;  but  what  he  contended  was  that 
in  nearly  all  the  boroughs  of  the  King- 
dom clubs  had  been  started  which  were 
not  bond  fid«  Liberal  or  Conservative 
clubs.  The  rank  and  file  of  some  clubs 
paid  very  small  contributions,  while  the 
richer  members  of  the  Party  to  which 
the  club  was  attached  provided  funds 
which  enabled  the  poorer  members  to 
enjoy  the  luxuries  of  eating  and  drink- 
ing, but  not  at  their  own  expense. 
That,  in  his  opinion,  was  corruption  in 
its  worst  form.  It  was  quite  unnecessary 
that  clubs  should  be  used  ior  municipal 
election  purposes.  He  hoped  the  House 
■would  support  the  hon,  and  learned 
Attorney  General  in  his  endeavour  to 
put  down  what  really  amounted  to  a 
Tery  corrupt  practice. 

Si  a  R.  ASS  H  ETON  CROSS  said,  it 
wa*  quite  clear  the  hon.  Member  for 
Colchester  (Mr.  Causton)  knew  nothing 
of  the  independence  of  feeling  and 
action  of  the  working  men  of  Lauoa- 
shire, 

JtB.  DILL"WTN  said,  he  entirely 
agreed  with  the  view  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Attorney  General.      The  more 


they  eliminated  political  matters  from 
municipal  elections  the  better.  Ho  de- 
sired to  see  independent  men  taking  aa 
active  part  in  the  local  concerns  of  a 
borough  ;  and,  in  his  opinion,  thn  pro- 
hibition of  the  use  of  political  clubs  for 
election  purposes  would  greatly  con- 
tribute to  such  an  end. 

Mb.  n.  H.  FOWLER  said,  his  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  the  Attorney  General 
(Sir  Henry  James)  had  said  he  was  very 
anxious  to  prevent  the  introduction  of 
the  political  element  into  municipal  con- 
flicts. Tlie  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
seemed  to  forget  that  that  clement  al- 
ready existed  very  largely  in  some  of 
the  principal  boroughs  of  the  Kiugdom. 
He  asserted  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact — and 
he  challenged  contradiction  on  the  point 
— municipal  elections  in  some  of  tho  lar- 
gest boroughs  were  invariably  fought  on 
political  lines — ^juat  as  much  on  political 
lines  as  any  Parliamentary  election.  He 
did  not  intend  tu  argue  whether  it  was 
right  or  wrong.  It  was  a  very  taking 
argument  in  favour  of  the  view  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General,  that 
they  should,  if  possible,  get  the  best  men 
to  perform  the  work  of  our  Municipali- 
ties. But  it  was  contended  that  the 
best  way  of  getting  the  best  men  was 
the  introduction  of  the  political  element. 
The  experience  of  many  Gentlemen, 
who  knew  a  great  deal  more  about 
municipal  life  than  he  did,  was  that  the 
best  men  of  the  different  Parties  camv 
forward  when  they  received  tlie  sym- 
pathy and  influence  of  their  Parties. 
But  whether  it  be  right  or  wrong,  he 
did  not  think  the  House  of  Commons, 
in  passing  a  Municipal  Elections  (Cor- 
rupt and  Illegal  Practices)  Bill,  was 
justified  in  endeavouring  to  introduce 
some  new  principle  into  municipal  elec- 
tions which  did  not  exist  already.  They 
had  to  try  to  prevent  bribery  and  cor- 
ruption, and  not  to  try  to  introduce  any 
new  principle  into  municipal  elections. 
Last  year,  when  considering  the  Parlia- 
mentary Elections  (Corrupt  and  Illegal 
Practices)  Bill,  they  came  to  tho  con- 
clusion that  they  ought  to  allow  candi- 
dates the  advantage  of  the  use  of  per- 
manent political  clubs  for  committee 
purposes.  If  it  was  right  to  use  clubs 
in  Parliamentary  elections,  it  was  equally 
right  to  use  them  in  municipal  elections. 
Tlio  observations  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Colchester  (Mr.  Causton)  would  apply 
with  as  much  force  to  Parliamentary  as 
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posal,  while  the  hon.  Member  for  Bristol, 
the  hon.  Member  for  Dundee,  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Stockport,  and 
others — by  far  the  greater  majority  of 
Eepresentativea  of  large  eonetituenoies — 
were  oppofiod  to  it.  He  hoped  the 
House  would  support  the  hon.  and 
learned  Attorney  Geceral  (Sir  Henry 
James)  in  reipcting  this  proposal. 

Mu.  AGNEW  said,  he  should  cer- 
tainly vote  for  the  Amendmenfof  the  hon. 
Gentlemanlthe  Member  for  Mid  Lincoln- 
ehire  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope),  because  he  was 
convinced  that  the  agency  of  clubs  had 
largely  resulted  in  inducing  the  best 
men,  be  thoy  Liberals  or  Conservatives, 
to  become  candidates  at  municipal  elec- 
tions. He  was  of  opinion,  too,  that  the 
clubs  so  largely  established  in  the  North 
of  England  had,  in  their  operation, 
resulted  in  not  only  providing  a 
better  class  of  candidates  for  municipal 
elections,  but  in  elections  being  con- 
ducted in  a  much  more  orderly  manner 
than  formerly. 


to  municipal  elections.  The  Legislature 
did  not  adopt  the  view  of  his  hon.  Friend, 
but  had  allowed  clubs  to  be  used  for 
political  purposes.  He  (Mr.  H.  H. 
Fowler)  could  not  see  why  the  House 
should  apply  one  rule  to  one  class  of 
elections  and  another  rule  to  another 
class  of  elections.  When  a  Liberal  and 
Tory  stood  for  any  municipal  con- 
stituency, it  was  useless  to  talk  about 
an  independent  candidate.  In  boroughs 
where  (he  Liberal  and  Tory  elements 
were  strong,  elections  would  bo  fought 
on  Party  lines.  He  should  certainly 
vote  with  the  hon.  Momber  for  Mid 
Lincolnshire  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope) ;  because 
what  the  hon.  Gentleman  proposed  was 
a  wise  provision  to  introduce,  and  it 
would  fairly  carry  out  the  legislation  of 
last  year. 

Mn.  MONK  said,  that,  with  all  respect 
to  the  hon.  Member  for  Wolverhampton 
(Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler),  he  could  not 
agree  with  him  that  municipal  elections 
ought  to  be  fought  strictly  on  political 
grounds. 

Mr.  H.  H.  fowler  said,  he  should 
1)0  sorry  to  bo  misunderstood.  He  did 
not  say  municipal  elections  ought  to  bo 
fought  on  political  lines ;  but  he  said, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  they  were  fought 
on  political  grounds.  He  must  not  be 
quoted  as  having  said  that  municipal 
elections  ought  to  be  so  fought. 

Me.  MONK  said,  he  entirely  agreed 
•with  the  hon.  Member  for  Wolver- 
hampton that,  in  the  majority  of  in- 
stances, municipal  elections  were  fought 
on  political  grounds  ;  but  he  thought 
the  House  should  do  all  it  could  to  dis- 
courage such  elections  being  so  fought. 
He  took  e.TCC'ptiou  to  what  had  fallen 
from  the  hon.  Member  for  Salford  (Mr. 
Arthur  Arnold).  That  hon.  Gentleman 
had  said  that  in  the  Grand  Committee, 
of  which  he  was  a  distinguished  Mem- 
ber, all  the  Members  for  the  large 
municipal  boroughs  voted  in  favour  of 
this  Amendment.  Now,  there  was  a 
Division  in  the  Committee ;  but  there 
was  a  majority  of  three  to  one  against 
the  view  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Salford 
— there  were  26  against  the  proposal, 
and  nine  for  it,  and  by  far  the  larger 
number  of  Members  who  sat  for  large 
municipal  boroughs  voted  against  the 
proposal.  His  hon.  Friends  the  Member 
for  Salford  ondthe  Member  for  Oldham 
were  the  principal  Representatives  of 
large  boroughs  who  voted  for  the  pro- 

Mi\  n.  E.  Fowler 


Question  put. 

The  House  dkidtd: — Ayes  -18;  Noes 
78  :  Majority  30.— (Div.  List.  No.  182.) 

Clause  19  (Report  exonerating  candi- 
date in  certain  cases  of  corrupt  and 
illegal  practice  by  agents). 

Mn.  WARTON,  in  moving,  as  an 
Amendment,  to  insert  after  "character," 
in  page  8,  line  27,  "  and  could  not 
reasonably  have  been  supposed  to  have 
atrettiid  the  result  of  the  election,"  said, 
the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
(SirHenrj' James)  would  know,  of  course, 
whence  the  words  he  proposed  to  insert 
came.  Parliament  had  already  laid 
down  the  principle  that,  where  corrupt 
practices  extensively  prevailed,  it  waa 
reasonable  to  suppose  they  affected  the 
result  of  the  election.  He  (Mr.  Warton) 
thought,  however,  that  if  the  corrupt 
practices  were  of  a  trivial  character 
they  ought  not  to  be  held  to  invalidate 
the  election.  It  was  quite  possible  that 
in  the  case  of  a  very  closely-contested 
election — nn  election  which  turned,  for 
instance,  on  one  or  two  votes  —  the 
offences  committed  might  be  of  a  very 
trivial  and  unimportant  nature.  This 
Amendment  ho  proposed  in  the  interest 
of  purity  of  election,  and  he  conti- 
dently  submitted  these  words  to  the  ap- 
proval of  the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney 
General. 
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nest  page,  although,  in  contravention  of 
the  section,  certain  payment  was  to  be 
allowed.     This  line  was  quite  necessary. 

Question  put,  and  aqretd  to. 


ft 
I 


ft 

ft 
ft 
ft 


Amendment  proposed, 

In  pni?''  8,  line  27,  after  the  word  "  cha- 
ttaclcr,"  to  insert  the  words  "and  could  not 
» t^<asonably  have  boon  supposed  to  have  afTocted 
I  the  result  of  the  election.' — (Mr.  irailoti.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
Le  there  inserted." 

Tee  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Hejjky  J.vmes)  said,  he  could  not  assent 
to  the  Amendment,  because  it  was  evi- 
dent, if  any  offences  affected  the  result 
of  the  election,  they  could  not  be  trivial 
or  unimportant. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Clause  20  (Power  of  High  Court  and 
^Election  Court  to  except  innocent  uct 
from  being  illegal  practice,  &c.). 

Ma.  WARTON,  in  moving,  as  an 
Amendment,  to  insert  after  '•  same,"  in 
page  9,  lino  lli,  ''a  corrupt  praotice 
or,"  said,  this  Amcndmont  alsohe  moved 
in  the  interest  of  purity.  He  wanted  to 
have  corrupt  practices  provided  for,  as 
well  as  illegal  practices. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  9,  line 
12,  after  the  word  "same,"  to  insert 
the  words  "  a  corrupt  practice  or." — 
{Mr.  Warton.) 

Question,  "That  those  words  bo  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  negatived. 

Clause  21  (Sending  in  claims  and 
making  payments  for  election  expenses). 

Mr.  warton,  in  moving,  as  an 
Amendment,  to  leave  out  line  24  in  page 
9,  said,  it  seemed  to  him  perfectly  ab- 
surd to  retain  this  line  in  the  claust-. 
The  same  idea  was  expressod  twice  over 
in  two  consecutive  lines — "Any  person 
who  makes  a  claim  except  where  the 
payment  is  allowed."  How  could  a 
payment  be  made  in  contravention  of 
the  section  if  it  was  allowed  by  the 
section  ? 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  9,  to 
leave  out  line  24. — {i/r.  JFarlon.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  line  24 
stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

TuE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Hexhy  James)  said,  he  must  confess  that 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Warton)  had  been  rather  ingenious  in 
finding  opportunities  to  move  Amend- 
ments. Payment  might  be  in  contra- 
vention of  the  section,  as  the  hon.  and 
learned    Gentleman   would  see  in   the 


Amendment  proposed,  in  page  10, 
line  13,  to  leave  out  the  word  "an." 
—{Mr.  Warton.) 

Question,  "  That  the  wttrd  '  an  '  stand 
part  of  the  Bill,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  24  (List  in  bargesa  roll  of 
persons  incapacitated  for  voting  by  cor- 
rupt or  illegal  practioes). 

Ma.  WARTON,  in  moving,  as  an 
Amendment,  to  leave  out  "  other,"  in 
page  11,  line  29,  said,  he  wished  to  ex- 
plain that  this  Amendment  must  be 
considered  in  conjunction  with  the  others 
ho  had  put  down  to  the  same  clause.  It 
appeared  to  him  it  would  be  far  better 
not  to  have  the  phrase  "or  an  election 
to  any  public  office."  It  would  also  be 
shorter  and  simpler  to  say  "  continuing 
or  amending  this  or  that  Act."  The 
phrase  employed  in  the  clause  was 
rather  roundabout;  and  as  they  wore 
dealing  with  corrupt  practices  and  other 
crimes,  it  was  needless  to  say  "under 
any  Act  continuing  or  amending  this  or 
that  Act." 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  11, 
line  29,  to  leave  out  the  word  "other." 
—{Mr.  JFurton.) 

Question,  "That  the  word  'other' 
stand  part  of  tho  Bill,"  put,  and  agreed 
to. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  piige  11,  lino  29,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  "Act"  to  tho  word  "office,"  inline  30, 
inclusive,  in  order  to  insert  the  words  "  con- 
tinuing or  amending  this  or  that  Act," — [Mr, 
irarlon,) 

— instead  thereof. 

Question,  "That  the  words  proposed 
to  bo  left  out  stand  part  of  tho  Bill," 
put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
the  word  "and,"  in  page  II,  line  32, 
and  insert  the  word  "or," — {Mr.  Warton,) 
— instead  thereof. 

Question,  "That  the  word  'and' 
stand  part  of  the  Bill,"  put,  and  nega- 
tived. 

Question,  "That  the  word  'or'  be 
there  inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 
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Me.  WAETON  proposed,  as  an 
Amendment,  to  insert  after  "  Parlia- 
mentary," in  page  11,  line  41,  "or 
municipal." 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  11, 
line  41,  after  the  word  "  Parliamen- 
tary," to  insert  the  words  "or  muni- 
cipal."—(ifr.  Warton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Thk  attorney  general  (Sir 
Henry  Jaues)  opposed  the  Amendment 
because  the  words  "  or  any  public 
ofiBce"  covered  "municipal." 

Mb.  warton  said,  he  agreed  with 
what  the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  Ge- 
neral had  said ;  but  it  would  be  better 
and  shorter  to  have  "  Parliamentary  or 
municipal." 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Henbt  Jaues)  said,  the  word  "muni- 
cipal" did  not  carry  into  effect  what 
was  wished.  There  were  offices  such  as 
Boards  of  Guardians  and  Local  Boards 
which  did  not  come  under  "  municipal," 
but  which  did  come  under  "  other  pub- 
lic office." 

Question  put,  and  ntgatived. 

Clause  25  (Time  for  presentation  of 
petition  alleging  illegal  practices). 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Henbt  James)  moved,  as  an  Amend- 
ment, to  insert  Clause  26  as  sub-section 
(1)  of  Clause  25. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  13,  line  10,  at  beginning  of  Clause, 
to  insert  Clause  26  as  Sub-Section  (1). — (Mr. 
Attorney  Qeneral.) 

Question,  "  That  the  said  Clause  be 
there  inserted  as  sub-section  (1),"  put, 
and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WARTON  moved,  as  an  Amend- 
ment, to  leave  out  "an,"  in  page  13, 
line  11. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  13, 
line  11,  to  leave  out  the  word  "  an." — 
{Mr.  Warton.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  an '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Henby  Jaues)  said,  he  was  sorry  he 
could  not  give  way  to  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend's  "an"  on  this  occasion. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 


Clause  27  (Withdrawal  of  election 
petition). 

Me.  WARTON,  in  moving,  as  on 
Amendment,  to  leave  out  "  on  special 
grounds,"  in  page  13,  line  39,  said,  it 
seemed  to  him  that  these  words  were 
quite  unnecessary.  Why  not  say, 
"  which  seem  just  to  the  Court,"  as 
they  had  said  before  ? 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  13, 
line  39,  leave  out  the  words  "  on  special 
grounds." — {Mr.  Warton.) 

Question,  "  That  the  words  proposed 
to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Bill," 
put,  and  agreed  to. 

Me.  warton,  in  moving,  as  an 
Amendment,  in  page  14,  line  1,  to  leave 
out  all  after  "  state,"  to  end  of  sub- 
section, and  insert — 

■■  Fully  the  terms  of  any  agreement  or  under- 
taking made  or  entered  into  respecting  the 
withdrawal  of  the  petition,  to  which  agreement 
or  undertaking  the  deponent  may  have  been 
party  or  privy." 

said,  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  provi- 
sion  in  sub-section  (2)  was  eztremdy 
long  and  unnecessary,  and  he  trusted 
the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
would  see  his  way  to  omit  it. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  14,  line  1,  to  leave  out  all  the  words 
after  the  word  "  state  "  to  the  end  of  sub-section, 
and  insert  the  words  "  fully  the  terms  of  any 
agreement  or  undertaking  made  or  entered  into 
respecting  the  withdrawal  of  the  petition,  to 
which  agreement  or  undertaking  the  deponent 
may  have  been  party  or  privy," — {Mr.  Warton,'^ 

— instead  thereof. 

Question,  "  That  the  words  proposed 
to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Bill," 
put  and  agreed  to. 

Me.  warton,  in  moving,  as  an 
Amendment,  to  leave  out  "  (whether 
lawful  or  unlawful) "  in  page  14,  line 
18,  said,  he  would  ask  what  did  the 
phrase  mean  ?  Did  it  mean  that  the 
person  making  the  affidavit  was  to 
state  whether,  in  his  opinion,  the 
grounds  were  lawful  or  unlawful,  or  did 
It  mean  all  the  grounds?  If  it  meant 
all  the  gronnds,  it  would  not  be  neces- 
sary to  say  whether  lawful  or  unlawful. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  14,  line 
18,  to  leave  out  the  words  ("  whether 
lawful  or  unlawful.")— (ifr.  Warton.") 

Question,  "  That  the  words '  (whether 
lawful  or  unlawful ) '  stand  part  of  the 
Bill,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 
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Mb.  WAPTON  said,  he  should  not 
move  any  of  the  following  10   or    12 
mendments  ■which   etood  in  his  name 
in  the  Paper. 

Clause  30  (Power  to  election  court  to 
irdor  payment  by  horouph,  or  individual, 
of  costs  of  election  petition). 

Mb.  INDERWICK  said,  he  proposed, 
as  an  Amendment,  to  insert  at  the  end 
if  the  clause — 

Xo  witness  on  the  trial  of  any  municipal 
Election  petilion  presontod  aftor  the  pa8.<<ing  of 
"hit  Act  shnll  Le  liable  to  bo  asked,  or  bonnd  to 
nawpr,  any  question  for  the  purpose  of  pro.'- 
D);.  or  teniiiDf;  to  prove,  the  comniisoion  of  any 
orrupl  practice  nt  or  in  relation  to  any  I'urlia- 
nentarv  or  municipal  cloction  prior  to  the  pase- 
Bg  of  this  Act." 

lero  were  two  modes  of  inquiring  as 
the  existence  of  corrupt  prnttieos  at 
Parliamentary  elcition — either  Cum- 
liissioners  were  appointed  by  the  Crown 
make  an  inquiry,  or  an  Election  Po- 
rtion was  presented  against  the  return 
if  a  Member  to  the  House.     The  49th 
ection  of  the  Parliamentary  Elections 
tCori  apt  and  Illegal  Practioos)  Act  was 
is  follows : — 

"  Provided  that  in  all  cases  where  the  Com* 
^^pnissioncra  havo  been  appointed  to  inquire  into 
^^Korrupt  practices,  the  Commissioners  shall  not 
^^fcquiro  into  any  coiTUpt  practices  with  regard 
^^Bd  any  elections  which  have  taken  place  before 
^Ibie  passing  uf  the  Act ;  " 

and  then  the  Act  further  provided — 

^^a  "  That  no  witnesses  called  before  snch  Com - 
^^^nissiiin'TS,  and  no  witnesses  called  on  any  clec- 
^^Hon  petition  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  shall 
^^B0  allowed  to  be  asked,  or  bound  to  answer,  any 
^^Buestion  for  the  purpose  of  proving  the  commis- 
^^Bon  of  corrupt  practices  in  relation  to  any  elec- 
^^|cn  prior  to  the  passing  of  this  Act." 

Of  course,  the  Amendment  he  proposed 

lad  no  reference  to  a  Commission,  be- 

luse  a  Commission  was  not  issued  for 

be  purpose   of   inquiring  into  corrupt 

ractiees   at  municipal  elections.      But 

lere  were  such  things  ns  election  peti- 

ions  in  regard  to  municipal  elections, 

I  there  were  in  regard  to  Parliamentary 

lections;    and  he  proposed,  therefore, 

add  words  to  assimilate  this  Act  with 

le  Act  of   last  year  in  regard  to  the 

Bode  in  which  election  inquiries  should 

^e  conducted.  The  House  would  recol- 
pet  that  this  matter  was  discussed  at 
reat  length  when  the  Parliamentary 
lections  (Corrupt  and  Illegal  Practices) 
Jill  was  before  the  House.     A  clause, 

similar  to  the  one  he  (Mr.  Inderwick) 

sow  moTod,  was  proposed  by  the  hon. 


Member  for  Glasgow  (Mr.  Anderson), 
and  received  tho  universal  assent  of  the 
House.  The  hon.  and  learned  Attorney 
General  (Sir  Henry  James)  gave  his 
assent  to  tho  clause,  and  said,  in  his 
opinion,  it  would  be  a  very  valuable 
addition  to  the  Bill ;  and  added — 

"With  regard  to  these  matters,  byegonea 
should  bo  byogones ;  and  when  this  Act  passed, 
there  should  bo  no  one  who  should  be  in  fear 
of  coming  forward." 

Such  was  the  feeling  entertained  by 
every  Member  of  the  House,  and  ac- 
cordingly the  clause  received  general 
assent.  There  was  only  one  other  ob- 
servotiou  he  had  to  make.  When  the 
Act  was  passed  last  year,  it  was  said  it 
was  very  proper  to  pass  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment which  would  prevent  any  Mem- 
ber's past  misdeeds  being  inquired  into. 
He  was  bound  to  say  the  House  of  Com- 
mons would  stand  in  a  somewhat  in- 
vidious position  if  they  failed  to  consider 
in  the  same  tone  and  temper  a  questioa 
of  this  kind  as  alTecting  Municipalities 
aud  municipal  electors  of  the  country. 
Ho  begged  to  move  the  Ameadmout 
which  stood  in  his  name. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  pngo  18,  lino  13,  at  the  end  of  the  sub- 
section, to  insert  tho  words — "No  witness  on 
tho  trial  of  any  municipal  election  petition  pre- 
sented after  thn  passing  of  this  Act,  shall  be 
liable  to  be  asked,  or  bound  to  answer,  any 
question  for  tho  purpose  of  proving,  or  tending 
to  prove,  the  commission  of  any  corrupt  practice 
at  or  in  relation  to  ,-iny  Parliamentary  or  muni- 
cipal election  prior  to  the  passing  of  this  Aot." 
[Mr.  luJcrwiei.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mn.  EDWARD  CLARKE  said,  that 
though  he  was  partly  responsible  for  the 
form  of  the  clause  adopted  by  tho  House 
last  year,  he  could  not  support  his  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  (Mr.  Inderwick)  in 
tho  proposal  he  now  made.  The  two 
cases  were  essentially  different.  It  was 
felt  that  unless  some  such  clause  as  this 
were  inserted  in  the  Parliamentary  Elec- 
tions (CoiTUpt  aud  Illegal  Practices) 
Bill,  there  were  a  good  many  boroughs 
in  the  country  in  which  Petitions  would 
not  be  presented  from  the  fear  that  the 
evidence  given  concerning  past  elections 
might  have  the  effect  of  bringing  about 
a  disfranchisement  of  the  constituency. 
He  (Mr.  E.  Clarke),  and  the  majority  of 
the  House,  thought  it  was  desirable  to 
remove  that  fear,  and  so  enable  boroughs 
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to  start  entirely  free  from  the  rheck 
upon  petitions  which  oxistod  in  the 
memory  of  past  misdeeds.  But  that 
did  not  apply  to  municipal  elections  at 
all.  There  was  no  danger  of  the  reve- 
lations made  upon  one  petition  leading  to 
a  Commission  and  the  disfranchisement 
of  the  place.  The  only  thing:  that  this 
clause  would  do,  if  it  were  put  in  the 
Bill,  would  be  to  enable  people  who  had 
been  guilty  of  bribery  in  past  times  to 
go  into  the  witness-box  and  present 
themselves  on  the  trial  of  an  election 
petition  absolutely  free  from  any  danger 
of  having  their  character  attacked,  or 
of  having  their  evidence  discredited  by 
their  past  actions.  lie  hoped  the  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  General  (Sir 
Henry  James)  would  not  consent  to  in- 
troduce this  clause,  which  would  not 
produce  the  good  results  which  they 
hoped  and  expected  from  the  clause  in- 
serted in  the  Bill  of  last  year,  but  which 
would  result  in  putting  the  man  unclean 
in  municipal  matters  on  exactly  the 
Bame  footing  as  the  man  who  had  been 
clean  all  his  life. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
IIeney  James)  said,  he  could  not  vote 
for  tho  clause.  An  inquiry  into  a  Parlia- 
mentary election  was  very  dilferout  to 
that  into  a  municipal  election.  In  tho 
case  of  a  Parliamentary  election,  Royal 
Commissioners  were  appointed  whose 
duty  it  was  to  inquire  into  past  elections. 
In  the  case  of  municipal  elections,  thoy 
had  no  such  inquiries.  They  had  only 
inquiries  as  to  particular  elections,  and 
the  result  of  this  clause  would  be  simply 
to  prevent  cross-examination  as  to  a 
man's  credit.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  tho 
clause  would  give  a  good  character  as 
regarded  corrupt  practices  to  every  wit- 
ness who  came  into  the  box.  A  mau 
might  have  been  a  briber  all  his  life, 
and  yet  nothing  coidd  be  asked  him  as 
to  his  credibility.  That  would  be  tho 
only  effect  of  the  clause  ;  and,  therefore, 
ho  (Sir  Henry  James)  hoped  it  would 
not  be  approved  by  the  House. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  said,  he 
could  not  agree  with  his  hon.  and  lenruod 
Friend  the  Attorney  General  (Sir  Henrj- 
James)  and  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Plymouth  (Mr.  E.  Clarke)  in 
their  attempt  to  discriminate  in  this 
matter  l)6tweeu  Parliamentary  and  muni- 
cipal elections.  The  object  of  this  Bill 
and  of  the  Parliamentary  Elections  (Cor- 
rupt and  Illegal  Practices)  Bill  was,  as 

Mr.  Edward  Clarke 


ho  understood  it,  to  promote  purity  of 
election,  nnd  tho  only  way  in  which  that 
could  be  done  was  to  encourage  Petitions. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Plymouth  had  argued  that 
they  would  discourage  Parliamentary 
Petitions,  but  not  municipal  petitions, 
by  not  accepting  this  clause.  It  appeared 
to  him  (Mr.  S.  Buxton)  that  they  would 
just  as  much  discourage  municipal  elec- 
tion petitions  as  they  would  Parlia- 
mentary Election  Petitions,  for  the 
borough  was  as  corrupt  in  municipal 
matters  as  in  Parliamentary.  It  would 
be  just  in  those  boroughs  where  corrup- 
tion had  taken  place  at  past  municipal 
elections  that  a  petitioner  would  be 
afraid  to  petition,  not  through  fear  of 
disfranchisfment,  but  through  the  fear 
that  ho  himself,  or  his  friends,  would  be 
exposed  to  the  obloquy  of  having  taken 
part  in  past  acts  of  bribery.  He  (Mr. 
S.  Buxton)  could  not  agree  with  the 
hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General  that 
that  feai'  would  be  entirely  done  away 
with  by  the  fact  that  the  town  would 
not  be  disfranchised.  Ho  agreed  with 
his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  (Mr.  Inder- 
wick)  that,  in  this  matter,  tho  law  re- 
lating to  municipal  elections  should  be 
assimilated  to  that  ailecting  Parlia- 
mentary elections ;  and,  therefore,  he 
very  heartily  supported  the  clause  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  proposed. 
Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Clause  36  (Application  to  Oity  of 
London  of  Act  and  of  Part  IV.  of  45  & 
16  Vict.  c.  50). 

Mil.  R.  N.  FOWLER  (Lord  Mayor) 
said,  he  propoHi'd,  as  an  Amendment,  to 
leave  out,  in  page  20,  line  34,  "in  the 
case  of  an  election  by  liverymen  in  Com- 
mon Hall,  nnd."  The  City  of  London 
had  no  wish  to  be  exempted  from  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Bill;  but  tlie  elections  with 
which  this  and  tho  subsequent  Amend- 
ments he  had  on  the  Paper  had  to  deal 
were  very  difl'erent  from  any  other 
municipal  elections — they  were,  in  fact, 
rather  of  the  character  of  Parliamentary 
elections.  The  Liverymen  formed  a  very 
large  constituency,  many  of  them  resid- 
ing considerable  distances  from  the  City. 
Under  the  circumstances,  he  flid  not  see 
how  it  was  possible  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill  could  apply  to  the  elections  by  Livery- 
men. As  regards  the  Lord  Mayor's 
election,  in  any  contest  the  merits  of  the 
candidates  would  be  well  known,  mor^. 
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or  less ;  but  in  tbo  case  of  an  election 
for  tho  oflSce  of  Chamborlnin  that  would 
not  be  the  case,  and  candidates  might 
not  be  very  much  kuown.     Politics,   he 
■was  happy  to  say,   did  not  enter  much 
into  City  elections;  but  that  made  it  all 
the    more    necessary   to  make    oneself 
known  to  tbo  electorate  by  circulars  and 
dverlisoments,  and  any  candidate  must 
e  put  to  very  oonsideriible  nxpcnse.    tso 
that  they  had  a  claim  to  have  a  reason- 
able sum  allowed  for  expenses  that  must 
ecessarily  be  incurred  under  the  circum- 
tancos.     The  sum  ho  had  named  was 
uite  as  little  as  it  was  possible  to  con- 
uct  an  election  upon,  and  it  was  only 
;wo-thirds  of  what  would  bo  allowed  in 
[a    Parliamentary    election.      In    many 
spects,  the  election  for    Lord    Mayor 
ore  more  analogy  to  a  Parliamentary 
Jeetion  than  anything  else,    and,   cer- 
inly,  he  did  not  see  how  it  was  pos- 
ble  to  conduct  an  election  on  the  small 
Bum  allowed  in  the  Bill ;  and  he,  there- 
fore, hoped  hi«  hon.  and  Ifinrned  Friend 
the  Attornoj'  Genoi-al  would  see  his  way 
to  allowing  the  Amendment.     Contested 
ilections  to  the  offices  of   Lord  Mayor 
d  Sheriff  were  rare — still  they  occa- 
ionally  arose  ;  and  he  did  not  see  how 
hey  could  be  properly  conducted  as  the 
Bill  stood. 

Amendment   proposed,    in   page    20, 
line  34,  to  leave  out  the  words  "'in  tho 
case  of  an  election  b}- liverymen  in  Com- 
mon Hall,  and."— (i/r.  R.  N.  Fowler.) 
Question  proposed,   "  That  tho  words 
roposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  thu 
■ill." 

Mb,    Aldkumax    W.    LA  WHENCE 

said,  he  was  sorry  the  discussion  of  this 

\mendment  had  been  driven  to  such  a 

ito  hour,  for  this  was  a  very  important 

'clause  iu  the  Bill.     At  first,  the  City  was 

not  included  in  the  Bill ;  but  the  civic 

Iputhorities  thouglit  the  City  ought  to  be 
Included,  for  they  did  not  think  their 
blections  should  be  so  expensive  as  they 
pad  been.  The  elections  in  Common 
Ball  were  different  to  any  other  elections 
in  tho  country.  In  Common  Hall,  the 
Lord  Mayor,  Sheriffs,  the  Chamberlain, 
and  two  or  three  less  important  oflicers 
rero  elected ;  and,  under  the  present 
bystom,  if  a  poll  was  demanded,  it  was 
Dpen  for  seven  days,  the  Liverymen 
iving  at  a  distance  to  which  there  was 
no  limit,  though  there  was  a  limit  of 
listance,  if  they  voted  as  Liverymen  for 
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a  Member  of  Parliament.  Now,  the 
object  was  not  to  encourage  an  extra- 
vagant  expenditure— the  object  was  to 
prevent  an  evil  in  the  other  direction. 
Tho  oiTice  of  Chamberlain  was  one  of 
high  position,  power,  and  emolument; 
and  it  was  the  desire  of  many  to  occupy 
it.  The  citizens  wished  to  have  one  of 
their  number  iu  that  position  of  whom 
they  could  be  proud ;  they  wished  to 
have  a  man  who  would  uphold  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  the  City,  and  be 
a  credit  to  his  position.  But  it  would 
be  possible  to  adopt  tactics  by  which  a 
man  might  be  put  forward,  with  suffi- 
cient support  to  carry  aii  election,  before 
tho  great  body  of  Liverymen  could  bo 
informed  on  the  facts  and  merits  of  tho 
ease;  and  what  was  wanted  was  the 
opportunity  of  allowing  information  to 
be  distributed  among  tho  Liverymen. 
Considering  the  cost  of  sending  10,000 
circulars,  and  the  cost  of  advertising, 
tho  amount  allowed  in  the  Bill  was  quite 
insufficient.  The  Corporation  asked  that 
this  should  be  altered,  so  as  not  to  debar 
tbom  from  the  means  of  getting  the  best 
man  to  fill  an  important  position.  Any 
idea  that  the  money  might  be  used  for 
furthering  corruption  was  absurd;  the 
amount,  iu  itself,  gave  no  opportunity 
for  it.  He  would  not  go  into  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  system  was  the  best  j 
but  it  had  existed  for  four  or  five 
centuries ;  and  now,  when  altering  a 
seven  days'  poll  to  one,  it  was  the  more 
necessary  to  have  the  claims  of  candi- 
dates made  well  known  to  the  electors. 
Not  the  same  difficulty  would  arise  in 
the  election  of  a  Lord  Mayor,  as  the 
Liverymen  elected  two,  and  the  Alder- 
men made  the  selection.  That  was  done 
last  year,  and  was  tho  subject  uf  much 
criticism  at  the  time;  but  he  believed 
that  it  was  now  generally  admitted  that 
the  selection  by  the  Aldermen  of  Alder- 
man Fowler  for  Lord  Mayor  was  wise 
and  discreet.  It  was  a  different  thing 
in  the  election  of  Chamberlain;  whoever 
was  elected  to  fill  that  position  must 
spend  money  previously,  in  some  shape 
or  form,  to  inform  the  Liverymen  of 
his  claims.  He  hoped  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Attorney  General 
would  grant  tho  request  of  tho  City. 

Tub  ATTOHNEY"  GENERAL  (Sir 
Henby  James)  said,  his  only  desire  was 
to  act  in  a  manner  most  acceptable  to 
those  most  concerned.  In  the  Grand 
Comoittee  this  question  was  left  open 
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for  the  decision  of  the  House ;  for,  as 
he  said  When  the  proposal  was  made, 
then  they  had  not  sufficient  informa- 
tion. He  felt  the  force  of  that  which 
his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Lord  Mayor 
had  said.  These  elections  were  quite 
distinct  from  those  under  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances, the  Liverymen  having  the 
privilege  of  living  out  of  the  borough. 
At  the  same  time,  while  willing  to  make 
the  concession,  he  thought  that  £400 
was  a  rather  larger  sum  than  was  really 
necessary.  He  thought  that  £250  would 
he  a  sufficient  and  reasonable  sum. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  agreed  to, 

Mr.  E.  N.  FOWLEE  (Lord  Mayor) 
said,  as  regarded  the  third  Amendment 
he  had  on  the  Paper,  he  would  accept 
the  proposal  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General,  and 
substitute  £250  for  £400.  First,  how- 
ever, he  would  move  the  Amendment  in 
line  35. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  20, 
line  35,  after  "  Alderman,"  insert  "  and 
Common  Councilman."  —  {Mr.  S.  N. 
Fowler.) 

Question,  "That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  20, 
after  line  37,  insert  the  following  sub- 
section : — 

"  (1.)  In  the  case  of  an  election  by  liverymen 
in  common  hall  a  sum  may  bo  paid  and  expenses 
incnrrod,  if  a  poll  be  not  demanded,  not  excoed- 
ing  forty  pounds,  and,  if  a  poll  be  demanded, 
then  not  cxceedingtwo  hundred  and  fifty  pounds, 
and  in  the  event  of  a  poll  being  demanded, 
such  poll  shall  take  place  on  the  third  day  after 
the  demand  for  a  poll  be  made,  unless  such  third 
day  be  a  Sunday,  in  which  case  the  poll  shall 
take  place  on  the  fourth  day,  and  the  poll  shall 
last  for  one  day  only,  and  commence  at  the 
hour  of  eight  in  the  morning  and  close  at'  six 
in  the  evening. — {Mr.  S.  JV.  Fowler.) 

Question,  "That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  41  (Act  not  to  extend  to  Scot- 
land). 

The  ATTOENET  GENEEAL  (Sir 
Hexry  Jaues)  said,  he  would  propose, 
as  an  Amendment,  that  the  Bill  should 
not  extend  to  Ireland.  The  election  of 
Guardians  in  Lreland  was  the  only  class 
of  election,  he  believed,  which  required 
the  application  of  this  Bill,  and  such  elec- 
tions would  be  dealt  with  in  another  Bill. 

The  Atlorneg  General 


Amendment  proposed,  in  page  23, 
line  11,  after  "Scotland,"  insert  "or 
Ireland." — [Mr.  Attorney  General.) 

Question,  "  That  those  words  he  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Attornet 
General,  Clause  42  (Application  of 
Act  to  Ireland),  struck  out  of  the  Bill. 

Schedules. 
On    the    Motion    of    Mr.    Attornet 
General,  the    following    Amendments 
made. 

Schedule  1,  page  25,  line  23,  leave  out 
from  end  of  line  to  end  of  Schedule; 
Schedule  2,  page  26,  line  29,  leave  out 
from  end  of  line  to  end  of  Schedule; 
Schedule  3,  page  29,  line  11,  at  end  of 
Part  I.,  insert — 

Enactment  defining  the  offences  of  bribery, 
treating,  undue  influence,  and  personation. 
"  The  Municipal  Corporations  Act,  1882." 
(46  and  46  Vic.  c.  60,  s.  77.) 
(BefinitioDS.) 
"8.   77.  'Bribery,'  'treating,'    'undue   in- 
fluence,' and  '  personation,'  include  respectively 
anything  done  before,  at,  after,  or  with  respect 
to  a  municipal  election,  which,  if  done  before, 
at,  after,  or  with  respect  to  a  parliamentary 
election,  would  make  the  person  doing  the  same 
liable  to  any  penalty,  punishment,  or  disquali- 
fication for  bribery,  treating,  undue  influence, 
or  personation,  as  the  case  may  be,  under  any 
Act  for  the  time  being  in  force  with  respect  to 
parliamentary  elections." 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  waA.  passed. 

HOITAL  COURTS  OF  JUSTICE  BILL. 

{Mr.  Courtnty,  Mr.  Herbert  Gladttone.) 

[bill   139.]      COMMITTEE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  this  House  will,  upon  Monday 
next,  resolve  itself  into  the  said  Com- 
mittee."— {Mr.  Courtney.) 

Mr.  WAETON,  in  moving,  as  an 
Amendment,  to  substitute  "Monday  4th 
August"  for  "  Monday  next,"  said,  he 
should  like  to  know  whether  there  was 
any  real  intention  to  proceed  with  the 
Bill,  after  the  important  decision  of  the 
House  a  few  weeks  since,  when  the  Go- 
vernment were  defeated  ?  The  effect  of 
that  was  to  leave  the  Bill  a  mere  shell,  a 
wreck.  Did  the  Grovernment  mean  to 
proceed  with  it  in  that  state;  or  did 
they  wish  to  seize  an  opportunity  when 
the  attendance  of  hon.  Members  'was 
small  to  restore  the  Bill  to  its  original 
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Bhape  ?    The  latter  would  certainly  not 
be  a  right  thing  to  do. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
the  words  "  Mouday  next,"  iu  order  to 
insert  the  words  "  Monday -Uh  Auguat," 
— (J/r.  JFarlon,) — instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
*  Monday  next '  stand  part  of  the  Ques- 
tion." 

Mn.  COURTNEY  said,  no  ;  thoy  did 
not  intend  to  seek  to  restore  the  clause ; 
but  they  were  not  without  hope  of 
getting  the  Bill  through. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Comnuttee  drferrad  till  Monday  nest. 

SUPEUANXrATION  BILL.-[Biii.  140.] 

(Mr.  Ucibert  Gtadntont,  Mi,  Cuiirliiei/.) 

COMMITTEE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Mtt.  BOOED  said,  ho  did  not  want  to 
oppose  the  Bill  ;  but  he  wished  to  have 
it  extended  to  certain  cloasos  of  work- 
men engaged  in  the  manufuoturing  do- 
parttuents  of  tlie  War  Office.  He  had 
explained  this  to  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
"te,  and  ho  hoped  to  have  some  assur- 
ince  that  the  matter  had  received  con- 
sideration. 

Mn.  HEEBERT  GLADSTONE  said, 
this   question  had  been  raised  before; 
and  his  lion.  Fiiond  the  Surveyor  Gene- 
ral of  Ordnance  (Sir.  Brand),  on  the  part 
of  the  AVar  Office,  was  ready  to  make 
further  inquiries.     At  the  same  time,  he 
did  not  think  tho  inquiry  v/ould  result 
in  altering  the  opinion  of  tljo  Treasury, 
^^jrhich  was  adverse  to  the  viewa  of  the 
^HK>n.    Member    opposite.     Further    in- 
^Htuiry,  however,  would  bo  made,  and  be 
^Hroiild  suggest  that  thoy  should  now  go 
^^bto  Committee.     He  would  then  move 
^Hp   report  Progress  at  once,  and   defer 
^^he  Bill  to  Monday. 

Bill  coniiidered  in  Committee. 

Gommitteo    report    Progress ;    to    sit 
again  upon  Monday  next. 

!     PUBLIC  WOHKS   LOAKS   BILL. 
(Jfr.  Courtney,  Mr.  11  tiler  I  Oladsloiu.) 
[bill   299.]      COMMITTEE. 
Order  for  Committee  read. 
Mr.   MARJOEIBANKS   said,   in 
oving  the  Motion  ho  had  given  Notice 
,  he  would  briefly  refer  to  the  Har- 


bours and  Passing  Tolls  Act  of  18C1, 
and  the  provisions  therein.  That  Act  was 
passed  as  the  consequence  and  result  of 
two  inquiries  that  were  held — one  by  the 
Select  Committee  of  I857-8,flndonebytho 
Royal  Commission  of  1859-60.  Among 
the  recommendations  that  resulted  from 
these  inquiries  was  one  that  loans  to 
trading  harbours  should  be  granted  at  a 
low  rate  of  interest.  To  give  effect  to 
this  a  Bill  was  introduced  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  late  Mr.  Milner 
Gibson,  the  then  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  and  the  present  Prime  Minis- 
ter, then  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
which  enacted  that  loans  should  be 
granted  at  3  J  per  cent  to  trading  har- 
bours. The  Bill  passed,  and  the  Act 
worked  fairly  well  down  to  1879,  when 
a  change  was  introduced  by  a  Bill  simi- 
lar to  the  one  now  before  the  House — a 
"  Public  Works  Loans  Bill,"  which  left 
it  at  the  discretion  of  the  Treasury  to 
raise  the  rate  of  interest  on  advances 
under  the  Harbours  and  Passing  Tolls 
Act,  and  any  other  Acts  sanctioning 
loans  at  a  special  rate  of  interest,  to 
whatever  rate  under  o  per  cent  the  Trea- 
sury thought  desirable.  In  consequence, 
a  Treasury  Minute  was  issued,  which 
cliangi'd  the  3i  per  cent  to  a  sliding 
scalo  of  interest  of  3J-  per  cent  under 
'JO  yenr^j ;  3^  per  cent  between  20  and 
30  years ;  4  per  cent  between  30  and  40 
years;  and  4 J  per  cent  between  40  and 
50  years.  This  had  the  effect  of  raising 
the  rate  of  interest  1  per  cent  on  all  har- 
bour loans ;  for,  naturally,  sucli  loans 
were  required  for  the  longest  term  that 
could  be  granted,  the  works  requiring  a 
long  time  for  completion  and  to  fructify. 
The  intention,  in  the  passing  of  the  Aot 
of  1861,  was  very  well  expressed  in  evi- 
dence recently  given  before  his  Com- 
mittee by  Sir  Thomas  Farrer.  Ho 
said — 

"  The  policy  of  grsnlinff  loans  to  harbours 
wM  adopted  in  place  of  making  hiirboiira  of 
refngo  at  tho  expense  of  the  public  funds. 
You  must  not  look  at  loana  to  trading  harbours 
aa  if  thoy  stood  quite  alone,  or  were  to  be  con- 
tiidorcd  nn  the  bare  principle  of  political  eco- 
nomy. The  fact  was  the  loana  were  not  merely 
for  the  improvement  of  harbours,  but  were  for 
staving  off  or  preventing  a  larger  expenditure 
on  the  construction  of  harboun  of  refuge." 

He  (Mr.  Marjoribanks)  said  that  tho 
raising  of  tho  rate  of  interest  wos  prneti- 
onlly  a  breach  of  faith  with  Harbour 
Trusts  of  the  Kingdom.  The  Select 
Committee,  over  which  he  had  had  the 
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honour  to  preside,  was  so  thoroughly  con- 
vinced of  thnt,  that,  when  reporting  last 
year  to  the  House,  they  made  a  special 
recommendation  with  regard  to  the  rate 
of  interest  charged  oYi  advances  under 
the  Harbours  and  Passing  Tolls  Act, 
1861.  He  believed  that  immediate  effect 
could  be  given  to  that  recommendation  ; 
and  from  a  private  conversation  which 
he  had  had  with  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
(Mr.  Ohilders),  and  also  from  an  answer 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
given  him  in  that  House,  ho  gathered 
that  he  was  by  no  means  prepared  to 
meet  this  recommendation  of  the  Select 
Committee  with  entire  hostility.  He 
had,  therefore,  hoped  and  expected  that 
some  change  would  have  been  arranged 
for  in  this  Bill ;  and  he  was  bound  to 
say  that  he  felt  somewhat  surprised  and 
disappointed  when  he  found,  on  Tues- 
day morning,  that  no  change  whatever 
wasjiroposed.  Under  those  circumstances, 
having  had  to  consider  the  best  course 
to  pursue,  he  had  an-ived  at  the  conclu- 
sion tliat  the  proper  course  to  bo  taken 
was  to  put  a  Notice  on  the  Paper  of  a 
Motion  for  on  Instruction  to  the  Com- 
mittee to  give  effect  to  the  recommen- 
dations of  the  Select  Committee  on  Har- 
bour Accommodation.  Ho  would  not 
trouble  the  House  with  ii  lengthened 
argument  at  that  hour  of  the  night ;  he 
would  merely  appeal  to  hon.  Membors 
to  support  him  in  tho  Division  he  in- 
tended to  take  upon  the  Motion  standing 
in  his  name,  and  which  he  now  begged 
to  move. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  it  bc3  an  Instruction  to  tho  Committee 
on  Public  Worka  Loana  that  Ihov  have  power 
to  give  eifoct  to  the  recommendiitiona  of  tho 
Select  Commilteo  on  Harbour  Accommo(Lition 
in  tboir  Report  of  18S3,  liaving  reference  to  the 
reduction  of  the  rate  of  interest  charged  on  ad- 
vanccB  made  under  '  The  Harbours  and  Passing 
Tolls  Act,  1861.'  ••— (iW.-.  ilarjoribankt.) 

Mr.  COURTNEY:  Sir,  I  am  sorry 
to  have  to  ask  a  question  with  reference 
to  a  point  of  Order.  I  ask,  whether  it 
is  in  Order  to  move  an  Instruction  of 
this  kind  to  the  Committee,  when  the 
Committee  is  already  ablo  to  give  efi'ect 
to  the  object  of  the  Motion  without  such 
Instruction  ?  I  understand  that  an  In- 
struction is  only  permissible  where  the 
Committee  about  to  be  appointed  is 
unable  to  report  without  that  Instruc- 
tion. 

Mr.  Marjorilankt 


Mr.  8PEAIi:ER :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  rightly  stated  the  Rule  on  this 
point.  Instruction  is  only  permissible 
when  it  is  necessary  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  powers  to  a  Committee  to  do  that 
which  otherwise  they  would  have  no  au- 
thority  to  do. 

Mk.  HEALY  :  How  are  we  to  know 
what  view  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  will  take  of 
an  Amendment  embodying  the  tenns  of 
the  Motion  ?  We  may  have  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Way.s  and 
Moans  ruling  that  such  an  Amendment 
does  not  come  within  the  scope  of  the 
Dill.  I  ask,  whether  it  is  intended  to 
inform  the  Chainuan  of  Ways  and 
Means  that  the  Amendment  may  be 
moved  ? 

Mr.  speaker  :  The  terms  of  the 
Motion  will  be  a  matteP  entirely  for  the 
Committee,  and  not  for  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to 
decide. 

Mr.  HEALY  :  But  with  regard  to  an 
Amendment ;  it  will  be  competent  for 
anyone  in  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  to  ask  tho  Chairman  whether  the 
proposal  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
Berwickshire  (Mr.  Marjoribanks)  has 
moved  would  be  in  Oi-der ;  and  it  might 
be  part  of  the  tactics  of  other  hon.  Mem- 
bc>ra  to  defeat  the  object  of  the  hon. 
Member  by  some  other  means,  just  as 
thoy  were  trying  to' defeat  it  at  the  pre- 
sent moment.  I  winh  to  know,  whether 
we  have  any  guarantee  that  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  will  not  give  a  ruling  in  favour 
of  the  Resolution  not  being  moved? 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  It  is  a  question  of 
Order  that  has  arisen,  not  a  question  of 
the  ruling  of  tho  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

Me.  HEALY  :  Then  I  understand 
that  you  have  given  no  ruling  on  the 
point  with  regard  to  the  Resolution  in 
the  Committee? 

Mr.  speaker  :  I  am  quite  willing 
to  hear  the  arguments  on  that  point. 

Mr.  COURTNEY:  Sir,  I  am   sorrj 
there  is  another  point   which  must  be 
raised,  as  to  whether  it  is  competent  to' 
move  tho  Resolution  at  all. 

Mr.  MAR.JORIBANKS  said,  that  in 
the  Public  Works  Loans  Act,  1879,  cer- 
tain authority  was  given  to  the  Troa'^j 
sury,  and  the  Treasury,  using  that  auJ 
thority,  had  issued  a  certain  Minute, 
and  it  was  that  Minute  which  he  desired 
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to  take  the  power  of  altering  in  this 
BUI. 

Mb.  COURTNEY:  This  Oomtnittee 
derives  authority  from  the  PiiV)lic  Loans 
Act,  1879,  which  deals  with  the  whole 
question  of  public  loans.  I  submit  that 
the  Motion  for  going  into  Committee  on 
the  Public  Works  Loans  Bill  of  this 
Session  would  not  be  the  proper  place 
in  which  to  introduce  a  Resolution  of 
this  nature.  It  would  be  irregular  to 
move  an  Instruction  to  the  Committee 
to  do  that  which  they  already  have  the 
power  to  do  under  the  Act.  From  the 
nature  of  the  aim  which  my  hon.  Friend 
has  in  view,  I  believe  it  is  within  the 
competence  of  the  Committee  to  deal 
with  the  que.ition. 

Captais  AYLMER  said,  he  thought 
the  position  taken  bj'  the  hon.  Member 
for  Mouaghan  (Mr.  Ilealy)  had  not  been 
clearly  understood.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  tlie  point  of  the  hon.  Member  was, 
that  if  Mr.  Speaker  ruled  that  this  Re- 
Bolution  could  be  put  in  Committee  with- 
out Instructiun,  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  might  never- 
theless rise  in  Committee  and  object  to 
the  Amendment  being  inserted,  on  the 
ground  that  a  money  question  was 
raised. 

Mr.  HEALY  said,  he  would  submit  a 
point  in  support  of  what  had  fallen  from 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  who 
had  just  sat  down  (Captain  Aylraer). 
It  was  that  it  was  not  competent  to 
any  Member  of  tlio  House  to  move  a 
Resolution  of  this  kind  in  (Jnmmitteo, 
and  therefore  an  objection  taken  by  the 
Government  would  completely  upset  any 
Buch  Motion.  Thej'  were  taking  the 
only  course  open  to  them  on  a  Money 
Bill — that  was  to  say,  they  were  appeal- 
ing to  the  Government,  by  Resolution  of 
the  House,  to  give  effect  to  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Select  Committee ;  and 
it  was  because,  as  private  Members  in 
Committee,  they  had  no  power  to  pro- 
ceed by  way  of  Amendment,  that  they 
appealed  to  the  Government  to  carry 
out  their  object  by  Instruction  to  the 
Committee. 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  the  argument 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Monaghan  (Mr. 
Healy)  was  fatal  to  the  Motion.  A  pri- 
vate Member  could  not  move  the  House 
to  do  that  which  he  could  not  move  in 
Committee. 

Mb.  healy  said,  it  was  not  neces- 
tary  at  all  that,  begause  they  were  ask- 
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ing  that  effect  should  be  given  to  the 
Resolutions  of  the  Select  Committee, 
they  should  go  into  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Select  Committee.  They 
were  simply  asking  that  the  Resolution 
passed  by  the  Select  Committee  should 
be  given  effect  to,  and  they  were  not 
called  upon  to  go  into  the  question 
raised  bv  the  hon.  Gentleman. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  :  It  would  be  clearly 
competent  to  the  Committee  to  under- 
take this  duty  without  Instruction  from 
the  House.  It  has  already  competence 
to  do  so. 

Mr.  HEALY:  Will  you.  Sir.  supple- 
ment that  by  a  statement  to  the  effect 
that  it  would  be  competent  for  a 
private  Member  to  move  the  Resolu- 
tion ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  It  would  not  be 
proper  to  move  in  this  House  an  Instruc- 
tion to  the  (Committee  to  do  that  which 
the  Public  Works  Loans  Act  already 
empowers  the  Committee  to  do.  The 
Question,  therefore,  cannot  be  put. 

Mr.  INDERWICK  said,  he  would 
bo  glad  to  hear  what  course  the  Oovern- 
meut  intended  to  pursue  in  this  matter. 
His  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Ber- 
wickshire (Mr.  Murjoribanks)  had  given 
Notice  of  this  Motion,  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  a  statement  from  the  Go- 
vernment on  this  question  of  interest. 
He  was  not  himself  a  Member  of  the 
Soleot  Committee ;  but  he  had  soma 
knowledge  of  the  smaller  harbours  on 
the  South  Coast  of  England,  many  of 
which  were  silted  up  and  quite  useless 
for  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  in- 
tended. They  had  drifted  into  that 
condition,  because  the  money  was  lent 
to  the  Trustees  at  such  a  high  rate  of 
interest  that  it  was  impossible  for  them 
to  borrow  the  money  necessary  to  keep 
them  in  an  efficient  state.  For  the 
purpose  of  giving  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  nn  opportunity  of  stating  what 
course  the  Government  proposed  to 
follow  in  this  matter,  he  begged  to  move 
the  adjournment  of  the  debate, 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
",That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned." — 
[Mr.  Inderwick.) 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  he  was  about 
to  make  a  statement  on  the  subject. 
Perhaps  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
would  withdraw  his  Motion  for  tho  ad- 
journment of  tho  debato. 

Motion,  by  leave,  teitfidra<cn. 
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Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  that  this  He- 
solution  had  been  brought  on  by  his 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Berwick- 
ehire  (Mr.  Marjoribanks)  rather  sud- 
denly. He  did  not  moan  to  Bay  that 
the  question  was  n  new  one. 

Mk.  marjoribanks  said,  he 
begged  the  lion.  Gentleman's  pardon  ; 
his  Notice  had  been  on  the  Paper  during 
the  whole  of  the  S««9ion. 

Mk.  COURTNEY  said,  his  moaning 
was  that  the  Motion  had  been  brought 
on  rather  suddenly,  eo  far  as  this  Bill 
was  concerned.  lie  had  to  state  that 
only  that  morning,  having  had  an  op- 
portunity of  consulting  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  tho  Exche- 
quer (Mr.  Childers)  upon  it,  they  were 
in  hope  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  would 
not  have  thought  it  necessary  to  proceed. 
In  tJie  first  place,  he  would  point  out 
that  the  rates  of  interest  charged  on  the 
loans  wore  regulated  at  present  by  Trea- 
sury Minute,  and  that  the  proper  form 
of  making  an  alteration  of  the  rate  of 
interest  to  bo  paid  hereafter  on  those 
loans  would  also  be  by  Treasury  Minute. 
It  was  therefore  considered  undesirable 
in  tliis  Bill  to  specify  any  exact  terms 
on  which  money  should  be  advanced. 
As  an  illustration  of  that,  he  was  bound 
to  point  out  the  inconvenience  whichwould 
result  from  the  rate  of  interest  being  fixed 
by  the  Bill.  If  the  rate  of  interest  were 
fixed  by  Act  of  Parliament,  instead  of 
by  Treasury  Minute,  they  would  not  be 
able  by  Treasury  Minute  to  reduce  the 
rate  of  interest.  It  was,  therefore, 
thought  desirable  that  the  Executive 
Government  should  have  power  to  de- 
termine the  rate  of  interest  from  time  to 
time,  as  well  as  the  amount  of  security 
to  be  provided.  Therefore,  ho  urged 
upon  his  hon.  Friend  tiie  imprudence  of 
bringing  this  matter  within  the  scope  of 
the  Bill,  instead  of  leaving  it  to  bo  dealt 
with  by  a  Treasury  Minute.  It  was 
quite  true  that  this  subject  had  been 
brought  before  the  Select  Committee  of 
last  year,  and  that  it  formed  part  of 
the  preliminary  Report  at  the  end  of 
last  Session ;  and  although  it  was  true 
that  his  hon.  Friend  had,  on  one  or 
two  occasions,  put  a  Notice  on  the 
Paper  in  relation  to  the  question,  he 
had  yet  never  brought  it  forward.  The 
recommendations  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee were  considered  at  the  beginning 
of  the  Session  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man tho  Chancellor  of  tho  Exchequer  1 


and  himself  (Mr.  Courtney),  with  a  do. 
sire  to  go  as  far  as  possible,  consistently 
with,  and  having  regard  to,  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  Treasurj",  to  meet  the 
rocomraondations  of  the  Committee. 
They  bi'lievod  they  had  discovered  a 
way  which  promised  to  fulfil  that  aim. 
They  thought  that  some  form  of  colla- 
teral security  should  be  given  for  loans 
of  this  kind,  and  that  if  such  were  forth- 
couiiog  a  reduction  of  the  rate  of  in- 
terest might  be  made.  Now,  he  believed 
that  the  principle  of  collateral  security 
was  one  which  had  not  been  very  much 
embodied  in  Acts  of  Parliament,  so  far 
as  England  was  concerned,  although  it 
had  been  acted  upon  in  Ireland,  where 
loans  had  been  made  for  the  purpose  of 
constructing  railways  on  the  securitj-  of 
the  rates.  It  was  thought,  with  respect , 
to  recent  harbour  loans,  that  collateral 
security  might  be  ofl'orod  on  the  part  of 
the  municipalities.  There  was  the  idea 
that  the  municipalities  might  como  in 
aid  of  the  tolls,  because  the  tolls  of  har- 
bours were  obviously  a  Tery  unsatisfac- 
tory and  risky  security.  For  instance, 
a  harbour  might  pass  out  of  use,  merely 
by  the  falling  off  of  the  shipping  trade 
at  the  place  where  it  was  situated,  and 
the  tolls  of  the  harbour,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, would  constitute  a  very  un- 
satisfactory security  for  tho  amount  of 
public  money  which  might  be  advanced. 
But  in  the  event  of  adequate  collateral 
security  being  forthcoming  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, from  persons  responsible  for 
the  harbour,  and  responsible  for  its  ma- 
nagement, and  having,  probably,  a  voice 
in  the  selection  of  Trustees  for  keeping 
the  harbour  in  a  proper  condition,  under 
those  circumstances,  he  said,  the  desiro 
would  be  to  meet  the  view  of  the  St-lect 
Committee  of  last  year  with  regard  to 
reducing  the  rates  of  interest.  Heap- 
pealed  to  his  hon.  Friend  to  leave  the 
matter  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasury ; 
because  he  believed  it  was  one  which 
should  be  regulated  by  Treasury  Minute, 
and  not  by  a  strict  lino  embodied  in  an 
Act  of  Parliament,  which  could  not  ne- 
cessarily provide  for  all  the  circumstances 
connected  with  the  harbours  for  which 
the  loans  might  be  asked.  He  trusted 
this  statement  would  be  satisfactory  to 
his  hon.  Friend,  and  that  he  would  now 
allow  the  Bill  to  go  forward. 

Mb.  marjoribanks  sold,  his  hon. 
Friend  tho  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  Courtney)  had  uot  confined  himself 
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to  his  argfumonts  at  all.  He  spoke  of 
taking  oollatonil  st'curity  for  harbour 
loans;  but  be  (Mr.  Marjoribanks)  would 
remind  tho  hon.  Gentleman  that  that 
•was  tho  very  thing  recommended  in  the 
Uop.irt  of  the  Select  Committee  last  year. 
Tho  reeommendfttion  with  regard  to  the 
reduction  of  the  rate  of  interest  was  en- 
tirely distinct,  and  in  addition  to  that  re- 
commendation. A  number  of  boroughs 
had  been  able  to  pve  that  security  ;  he 
knew  a  case  in  his  own  district  where 
tho  local  rates  were  assigned  as  colla- 
teral security.  With  regard  to  the 
amount  of  loss  supposed  to  accrue  from 
these  harbour  loons,  ho  would  like  to 
Bay  a  ffW  words.  The  amount  of  interest 
Rc.tunlly  received  on  nil  loans  under  tho 
Ilarbours  and  Passing  Tolls  Act  since 
Ifitil  was  £897,381  ;  the  amount  that 
would  hare  been  receivable  on  the 
eame  advances  at  3  per  cent,  the  rate 
at  which  tho  Government  borrowed 
money,  would  have  been  £822, '128,  or 
£71, 953  less  than  the  amount  actually 
received.  80  far,  therefore,  the  Govern- 
nient  had  made  an  actual  profit  of  nearly 
£76,000on  advances  iu  respect  of  interest 
alone.  There  was  in  arrear  on  the  3l8t 
Miirob,  18»3,  the  sum  of  £61,270,  out  of 
tho  total  sum  advanced  of  £3,561,849, 
while  the  total  sum  remitted  amounted 
to  £33,992.  He  hoped  that  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
vould  have  gathered  from  the  observa- 
tions which  had  fallen  fi-om  hon.  Mem- 
tors  in  the  course  of  the  discussion  that 
there  was  a  strong  desire  in  tho  House 
to  make  a  material  reduction  in  the  rate 
of  interest,  and  he  trusted  that  they 
would  have  a  reduction  made  known  to 
them  before  long  in  the  sbnpe  of  tliR 
Treasury  Minute  announcing  the  fact. 

Mr.  IIEALY  said,  it  was  much  to  be 
regretted  that,  owing  to  the  technical 
point  raised  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Becretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Court- 
ney), tho  House  was  unable  to  come  to 
a  decision  on  the  question  brought  for- 
ward by  the  hon.  Member  for  Berwick- 
ehire  (Mr.  Marjoribanks).  The  principle 
on  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  wished  the  House 
act  was  something  like  this — "  Shut 
our  eyes  and  open  your  mouth,  and  see 
what  the  Treasury  will  send  you."  Hav- 
ing had  some  experience  of  Irish  loans, 
he  could  assure  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Berwickshire  that  the  Trea- 
sury would  not  do  a  single  thing  after 


having  got  the  Act  passed.  When  the 
Act  was  passed,  the  hon.  Member  for 
Berwickshire  might  organize  as  many 
deputations  to  the  Treasury  as  he  pleased, 
or  he  might  raise  discussions  in  that 
House  ;  but  the  Secretary  to  tho  Trea- 
sury would  only  shrug  hia  shoulders  and 
say — "  I  am  very  sorry  I  am  quite  un- 
able to  do  anything  for  you."  Such  was 
tho  experience  of  Irish  Members  with 
regard  to  the  Government  in  the  matter 
of  loans.  It  miglit  be  said  that  when 
they  had  passed  their  Bill,  and  Cxed 
the  rate  of  interest  by  Treasury  Minute, 
their  regard  lor  that  Minute  wus  much 
(treater  than  the  regard  which  a  poor 
Mussulman  had  for  the  Prophet.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Berwickshire  might 
take  it  for  granted  that  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  at 
the  present  time,  would  do  absolutely 
nothing  to  forward  the  recommendations 
of  the  Committee;  and,  so  far  as  the 
Resolution  was  concerned,  when  the 
time  came,  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Se- 
cretary to  the  Treasury  would  com- 
pletely ignore  it.  Tho  House  would 
have  come  to  a  decision  on  the  point 
that  night  hud  it  not  been  prevented  by 
the  clever  technical  device  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  who,  directly  the  Bill  was 
passed,  would  simply  say  that,  having 
looked  into  the  circumistauoes,  he  was 
quite  unable  to  do  anything  iu  the 
matter. 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1  agreed  to. 

Clause  2  (Grant  of  £3,000,000  for 
Public  Works  Loans.  38  and  39  Vict, 
c.  89.     -12  and  43  Vict.  c.  77.) 

Mr.  M.\EJ0ELBANKS  said,  unlesa 
ho  received  some  satisfactory  statement 
from  the  hon.  Gentleman  tho  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  (Mr. Courtney)  he  should 
bo  compelled  to  move  that  Progress  be 
reported. 

Mr.  COURTJSHY  said,  ho  hoped  hia 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Marjoribanks)  would 
not  think  it  necessary  to  move  to  report 
Progress.  He  was  verj'  much  surprised 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  Monaghan 
(Mr.  Hoaly)  should  doubt  what  he  had 
said  with  reference  to  the  rate  of  interest. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Pi-ogress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — {Mr.  Mar- 
joribanht.) 
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Mr.  HK\LT  said,  the  hon.  Member 
for  Monaj^han  Tvas  extremely  obliged  to 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  and  begged  leave  to  inform 
him  that  observations  of  that  kind  were 
not  likely  to  induce  the  hon.  Jlember 
for  Monaghan  to  accept  the  reprosenta- 
tions  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
or  to  facilitate  the  passing  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  WARTON  said,  there  had  been 
BO  many  instances  of  broaches  of  faith 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  that  he, 
for  one,  was  very  suspicious  of  thoir  as- 
surances. He  would  ask,  with  regard 
to  this  question,  whether  they  intended 
to  perform  what  they  had  promised  ? 
For  his  o-wn  part,  he  never  trusted  the 
Government  at  ail. 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  (Sir 
Faereb  Hebschell)  said,  ho  would  re- 
mind the  Committee  that  the  remark  of 
his  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  Courtney)  was  due  to  the 
observations  made  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Monaghan  (Mr.  Healy).  His  hon. 
Friend  had  distinctly  assured  the  hon. 
Member  for  Berwickshire  (Mr.  Marjori- 
banks)  that  the  matter  would  bo  dealt 
with  by  Treasury  Minute.  He  had,  at 
the  same  time,  pointed  out  the  advan- 
tage of  dealing  with  it  in  that  way,  ns 
opposed  to  dealing  with  it  by  Act  of 
Parliament.  The  hon.  Member  for  Mona- 
ghan thereupon  said — "  Do  not  give  the 
Government  their  Bill,  because,  when  it 
has  passed,  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
will  do  nothing." 

Mb.  HEALY  said,  if  he  had  under- 
stood the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Courtney)  to  give 
a  distinct  pledge,  he  would  not  have 
made  the  remarks  to  which  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Solicitor 
General  referred;  but  he  did  not  bo- 
liove  that  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
gave  any  pledge  whatever. 

The  SuLIUITOR  GENERAL  (Sir 
Fakreb  Herschell)  said,  he  understood 
his  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  Courtney)  to  say  that  he 
would  deal  with  the  matter  in  a  Trea- 
i  Bury  Minute,  and  that  ho  shadowed  out 
the  form  which  the  Treasury  Minuto 
was  to  take  with  reference  to  the  rate 
of  interest.  That  he  understood  to  bo 
what  his  hon.  Friend  intended.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Monaghan  (Mr.  Henly) 
said  he  did  not  understand  that  a  pledge 
had  been  given  ;  but  his  (the  Solicitor 
Genoral's)  hon.  Friend  certainly  thought 


he  had  given  a  strong  pledge,  and  tbnt 
was  why  he  had  spoken  so  warmly. 

Mr.  DODDS  said,  that  this  was  a 
matter  in  which  he  took  great  interest, 
and  had  taken  great  interest  for  many 
years.  The  Act  of  1801  provided  that 
advances  should  only  be  made  for 
public  harbours.  Loans  had  been  re- 
fused where  adequate  security  was  not 
provided. 

Mb.  BUCHANAN  rose  to  Order.  He 
wished  to  know  whether  it  was  compe- 
tent for  the  hon.  Alember  for  Stockton 
(Mr.  Dodds)  to  go  into  this  matter,  see- 
ing that  the  Motion  before  the  Commit- 
tee was  that  the  Chau-man  report  Pro- 
gress, and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said,  the  hon. 
Member  for  Stockton  was  scarcely  in 
Order — in  discussing  the  subject-matter 
of  the  Bill  on  the  Question  to  report 
Progress. 

Mb.  dodds  said,  they  were  now  dis- 
cussing whether  they  should  report  Pro- 
gress for  the  reason  that  they  had  not 
received  a  distinct  pledge  from  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  Courtney)  as  to  the  rate  of  interest. 
Ho  (Mr.  Dodds)  had  listened  in  vain  for 
a  single  word  from  his  hon.  Friend  to 
the  otfect  that  the  Government  would 
consent  to  reduction  spoken  of.  It  had 
been  said  that  these  matters  would  be 
dealt  with  by  a  Treasury  Alinute  ;  but 
nothing  had  been  said  as  to  whether  the 
Government  would  consent  to  reduction. 
If  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  would  give  that  pledge  he 
would  satisfy  the  Committee ;  but  with 
anything  short  of  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  Berwickshire  (^fr.  Marjoribanks) 
ought  not  to  be  satisfied. 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  ho  had 
thought  he  had  given  a  most  distinct 
pledge  that  the  matter  would  bo  dealt 
with  on  the  Report  of  the  Committee. 
If  ho  had  not  absolutely  agreed  to  the 
figiu-e  stilted  by  the  Committee,  he  had, 
at  any  rate,  E>tated  the  figure  as  near  as 
he  could.  The  only  reason  he  was  not 
in  a  position  to  say  more  was  that  ho 
had  not  been  able  to  see  his  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
that  evening.  That  had  probably  pre- 
vented him  from  being  able  to  give  the 
exact  figure  ;  but  ho  had  certainly  given 
a  pledge  that  the  matter  should  be  dealt 
with  by  way  of  a  reduction  of  interest. 
Having,  as  he  thought,  given  that  pledge 
distinctly,  he  had  folt  very  much  hurt 
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at  the  remarks  of  tlio  hon.  Member  for 
Monagbaa  (Mr.  Healy). 

Captain  AYLMER  soid,  be  thougbt 
it  would  be  well  to  report  Progreaa,  in 
order  that  an  opportunity  might  be 
piven  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Courtney)  to  consult  with  the  Chancellor 

I  of  the  Exchequer  upon  this  subject. 
Mr.   sexton    said,    he    considered 
that  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
to   the  Treasury    (Mr.   Courtney)   had 
given  a  conclusive  and  unquestionable 
reason  why  the  Committee  should  agree 
to  report  Progress.     Ho  had   given   a 
pledge  that  the  hon.  Member  for  Mona- 
ghan  (Mr.  Hoaly)  was  quite  entitled  to 
Irogard  as    evasive  —  namely,  that  ibo 
[matter  would  be  dealt  with  by  a  Trea- 
iBury   Minute.     That  miglit  menu  that 
Ithe  hon.  Gentleman   intended   to   deal 
Ivith  the  question  according  to  his  own 
pleasure  and  fancy.     The  hon.  Qontle- 
aan  had  now  altered  his  statement  at 
Fthe  Table,  and  had   declared  that  he 
[could  not  give  a  distinct  pledge,  on  ac- 
count of  the  absence  of  the  Chancellor 
[>f  the  Exchequer.     It  was,   therefore, 
losirable    that    the    Committee    stage 
should  not  be  further   proceeded  with 
intil  the  hon.  Member  had  had  an  op- 
portunity of  seeing  the  Chancellor  of  the 
jjxchequer. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit 
again  To-morrow, 


* 


RAVINQ  BANKS  ACTS  AMENDMENT 

BILL.— [Bill  277.] 

{Mr.  Fauxetl,  Mr.  CmrlHej/.) 

8EC0>'D    READINQ. 

Order  for  Second  Eeading  read. 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'  That  the  Bill  bo  read  a  second  time 
To-morrow." — (J/r.  Courtney.) 

Mr.   WARTOX   said,   he  wanted  to 

ow  whether  the  Government  intended 

proceed  with  this  Bill?    This  was  one 

f  the  measures  mentioned  by  the  right 

hon.  Gentleman  the  Prime  Minister  on 

the  memorable  Thursday  when  he  killed 

nine  of  his  Bills.     The  right  hon.  Gen- 

'eman  had  stated  that  ho  would  not  go 

with  any  measure  which  was  seriously 

posed.      Well,    this  was   a   measure 

ainst  which  there  was  serious  opposi- 

OD,   and  they  should  have  a  distinct 

nderstanding  whether  the  Government 

ere  going  to  go  on  with  it.     The  Go- 


vernment ought  to  say  exactly  what 
Bills  they  were  going  to  pass,  and  what 
Bills  they  were  going  to  give  up. 

Mb.  COUETNEY  said,  that  one 
clause  in  this  Bill  was  very  important — 
namely,  the  clause  enabling  the  amount 
to  be  deposited  in  the  Savings  Banks  in 
a  year  to  be  increased  from  £30  to  £50. 
Tliat  clause  was  likely  to  be  opposed, 
and  therefore  the  Government  intended 
to  drop  it. 

Question  put,  and  agretd  to. 

Second  Heading rf^o/rdrf  till  To-morrow. 

SUPPLY— REPORT. 

Resolutions  [22nd  July]  reported. 

First  Resolution  agreed  to. 

Second  Resolution  postponed. 

Third  Resolution  agreed  to. 

Postponed  Resolution  to  be  considered 
upon  Monday  nest. 

MOTION. 


EXPIRING   LAWS   CONTnraAWCK  BUX. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  IIeiibeiit  Gladstone,  Bill 

to  continue  various  Expiring   Lnws,  ordered  to 

be   brought  in   by  Air.  Uekueht  Gladstokb 

anil  Mr.  Coliitney. 

Bill  preuHltil,  and  read  the  6rst  time.  [Bill  306.] 

Bouse  adjourned  at  half  after 
Three  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Friday,  2ath  July,    1884. 


MINUTES.]— Pdhlic  Bills— fi>«r  Rtadliig— 
Municipal  Elections  (Corrupt  and  Illegal 
rr.ictieus)  •  (212);  Prisona  •  (213)  ;  Teachers' 
KeniJences  (Ireland)  •  (214). 

Seenudllraiiino — Contngioiia  Uiseoaeg  (Animalt) 
Act.  187»  (Districts;*  (205) 

Commiltet — llrpurt — Local  Government  Provi- 
sionul  Orders  (No.  o)  •  (183) ;  Sheriff  Court 
Houses  (Scotland)  Amendment*  (193). 

if/Vwr<— HtronsuU  Common*  (196);  Local  Go- 
vernment Provisional  Orders  (No.  6)  *  (I«9). 

Third  Kemliiig — Local  Government  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  4)*  (163);  Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  7)*  (164);  Local 
Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  8)  • 
(1H5);  Local  tiovirnmc-nt  (Ireland)  Provi- 
sional Orders  (Labourers  Act)  (No.  2)*  (1 38 1; 
Naval  Discipline  Act  (1866)  Amendment* 
(109) ;  Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools 
(Manx  Children)  *  (300),  toii.  patted. 
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-THE  CONFERENCE. 

QUESTION. 

Eabl  DE  la.  ware  :  I  wish  to 
ask  the  noble  Earl  tho  Secretary'  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  a  Question  of  wliich 
I  have  giyeii  private  Notice.  I  bog  to 
ask  him,  when  it  will  be  convenient  for 
Her  Majesty's  Government  to  give  some 
further  information  to  this  House  rela- 
tive to  the  Conference  ? 

Eaul  GRANVILLE  :  Her  Majesty's 
Government  are  anxious  that  there 
should  be  as  little  delay  as  possible  in 
making  a  statement  with  regard  to 
the  Conference ;  but  I  can  make  no 
definite  promise.  I  can  only  inform  tho 
noble  Earl  that  tho  Conference  met  yes- 
terday, and  that  it  will  hold  a  meeting 
on  Monday,  and  it  is  possible  that  on 
that  day  I  may  be  able  to  make  a  state- 
ment. However,  as  I  have  said,  I  can 
give  no  positive  pledge  on  the  matter. 

HouBO  adjourned  at  half  past  Four 

o'clock,  to  Monday  next,  a  quarter 

before  Eleven  o'cloclc. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Fridai/,  25th  July,  1884. 


MINUTES.]— Sum. V — comldercd  in  Committee 
— Civil  Skkvice  Extiuatcs— Class  III. — 
Law  and  Justice— Votes  14  to  19,  21,  23, 
25, and  32— ClassIV.- Education,  Sciemcs, 
AXD  Art. 
SetulutioHi  [July  U]  reported. 

PuiiLic  Bills — Urdrred — firtt  Rtading—  Metro- 
politan Asylums  IJoorJ  (Borrowing  Powers)  • 
fsiO];  Public  Health  (Ireland)  (Districts)' 
[311]. 

Firtt  /dcorfiHjF— Bishopric  of  Bristol •  [309]. 

Second  lieadinj — Military  Pensions  and  Veo- 
Diiinry  Pay*  [302];  Naval  Enlistment* 
[305]  ;  Prosecution  of  (.)ffence8  [28V] ;  Re- 
venue, ic  *  [30ii];  Building  Societies  Acta 
Amendment  *  (3011. 

Commiliee — Iteport — Public  Works  Loans  [299]; 
InfiinU[U-308J. 

Stport — I'liird  M'eadini)  —  Locul  Oovemment 
(Ireland)  Provisional  (Jrder  (Lal)ourcra  Act) 
(No.  8)  •  [2«31,  and  paused. 

Coniidered  at  amended — Pier  and  Harbour  Pro- 
visional Orders*  [26(1]. 

W'lYAi/rnH'n— Medical  Act  Amcndmsnt*  [207]. 

Q  UESTIONS. 


ETROPOLIS    (TIIA51ES    CROSSIN'OS)- 
BKIDGE  AT  LITTLE  TOWER  HILL. 
Sir    HUSSEY   VIVIAN   asked  the 
Bight    honourable    the    Lord    Mayor, 


Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Cor- 
poration of  the  City  of  London  to  apply 
to  Parliament  next  year  for  power  to 
construct  a  Low  Level  Opening  Bridge  I 
across  the  Thames  at  Little  Tower  Hill, 
and  to  apply  thereto  the  surplus  funds 
of  the  Bridge  House  Estate  ? 

Mn.  R.  N.  FOWLER  (Lord  Mayor), 
in  reply,  said,  that  the  Bridge  Estates 
Committee  had  had  the  subject  under 
their  consideration,  and  had  reported 
in  favour  of  a  low  level  opening  bridge. 
He  had  summoned  a  special  meeting  of 
the  Common  Council  for  Monday,  in 
order  to  consider  the  question. 

PARLIAMENT  —  BUSINESS    OF    THE 
HOUSE— ATTENDANCE  OF  MINISTERS. 

Lord  EUSTACE  CECIL,  who  had 
given  Notice  that  he  would  ask  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  War, 


"  Whether  he  can  now  state  when  any  Sup- 

?leniontary   Estimate  will  be  presented  to  the 
lou-HO  to  defray  the  cost  of  any  expedition  that 


may  ho  neccssury  for  the  defence  of  Egypt  f ' ' 

said  :  I  think  it  is  unnecessary  for  us  to 
come  down  to  the  House  at  aquarter-past 
4  o'clock  to  find  that  Ministers  are  not 
present  to  answer  Questions. 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  he  was  afraid 
he  could  give  no  information  oh  the  sub- 
ject; but  he  imagined  that  the  matter 
had  been  under  consideration  that  after- 
nrjon.  There  was  no  doubt  a  Supple- 
mentary Estimate  would  have  to  be  pre- 
sented ;  but  how  far  that  would  have 
relation  to  any  expedition  to  Egypt  he 
was  not  in  a  position  to  say. 

Lord  EU8TACE  CECIL  (before  the 
Marquess  of  Haktington's  ai-rival)  said, 
that  in  the  absence  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  he  would  postpone  hia 
Question  until  Monday,  unless  the  Presi- 
dent of  tlie  Board  of  Trade  was  prepared 
to  answer  it.  He  must  again  protest 
against  the  manner  in  which  tho  Cabinet 
was  treating  the  House  of  Commons  by 
Ministers  not  being  present  to  answer 
Questions. 


SAVINGS 


BANKS    ACTS 
BILL. 


AMENDMENT 


Lord  ARTHUR  HILL  (for  Mr.  low 
Hamilton)  asked  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  Whether,  viewing  the  great 
probability  of  much  opposition  being 
offered  to  the  provisions  of  the  Savings 
Banks  Acts  Amendment  Bill,  it  is  the 
intention  of  Her  Majesty's  Oovemment 


Inland — 
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to  proceed  with  that  measure  at  the  pre- 
sent lato  period  of  the  Session  ? 

Mu.OODRTNEy,  in replj', said,  every- 
body seemed  to  be  absent.      He  had  ar- 
ranged with  the  Postmaster  General  to 
answer  this  Question,  and  in  his  absence 
hecould  only  repeat  what  he  had  already 
said,  that  there  was  no  serious  opposi- 
tion to  the  Bill  except  with  regard  to  the 
,  clause  raising  tiio  limit  of  the  yearly  de- 
kposits  from  £30  to  £50,  nud  that  clause 
lit  waa  proposed  to  withdraw. 

Mr.  MOOBE  inquired  whether  the 
I  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  was  going  to 
[answer  all  the  Questions  addressed  to 
I  tlie  Postmaster  General  in  the  right  hon. 
'  Gentleman's  absence  ? 

Mr.  COUETNEY  :  Oh  no,  Sir. 

CD8T0MS— IMPORTATION,  MANTTFAO- 
TURE,  AND  SALE  OF  OLEOMAHOA- 
RINE  AND  OTHER  BUTTER  SUB- 
STITUTES. 
Mr.  DUCKHAM  asked  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  Whe- 
ther he  is  aware  that  large  quantities  of 
oleomargarine  are  manufactured  in  the 
United  Kingdom  ;  that  most  obnoxious 
compounds  of  fatty  matter  are  used  in 
its  manufacture  ;  that  it  is  sent  from  this 
Country  to  Holland  and  to  Norway  to  be 
there  manipulated  with  milk  and  re- 
imported  as  butter  or  butterine ;  whe- 
ther he  has  any  power  to  order  a  super- 
vision of  the  oleomargarine  and  butterine 
factories  in  the  United  Kingdom;  and, 
if  not,  whether  he  will  be  prepared  to 
introduce  a  Bill  during  the  Autumn 
Session  to  provide  for  such  a  supervision, 
in  order  to  guard  against  the  use  of  im- 
pure or  deleterious  compounds  in  its 
manufacture  ;  and,  whether  he  will  di- 
rect the  attention  of  the  local  authorities 
throughout  the  United  Kingdom  to  the 
deleterious  compounds  used  in  the  ma- 
nufacture of  oleomargarine,  butterine, 
and  cheese,  in  countries  from  whence 
large  quantities  are  imported,  and  re- 
quest them  to  enforce  the  provisions  of 
the  Food  and  Drug^s  Adulteration  Acts, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  sale  of  articles 
80  calculated  to  injure  the  health  of  those 
who  consume  them  ? 

Mr.  HIBBEUT  :  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  have  no  definite  informa- 
tion as  to  larg^  quantities  of  oleomar- 
carine  being  manufactured  in  the  United 
[Kingdom.  Neither  have  they  any  power 
o  order  a  supervision  of  oleomargarine 
and  butterine  factories.     At  present  the 


Board  have  no  information  that  would 
lead  them  to  suppose  that  the  provisions 
of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  are 
not  sufficient  to  meet  the  case  of  any 
deleterious  compound  being  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  those  articles.  The  Board 
last  month  issued  a  Circular  letter  to  the 
.Sanitary  Authorities  in  England  direct- 
ing their  attention  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  and 
urging  them  to  avail  themselves  of  their 
powers  under  those  Acts  of  obtaining 
samples  of  food  and  drugs  for  the  pur- 
pose of  analysis.  From  the  answers 
already  received  the  Board  have  reason 
to  believe  that  those  powers  will  in  future 
be  more  fully  exercised  than  has  hitherto 
been  the  ca.se.  The  samples  analyzed 
will  no  doubt  include  the  articles  men- 
tioned by  the  hon.  Member  ;  and  if,  as 
alleged,  they  are  injurious  to  health,  or 
if  they  are  sold  in  substitution  for  the 
articles  asked  for,  it  may  be  anticipated 
that  prosecutions  will  follow.  There  have 
already  been  many  convictions  for  the 
sale  of  butterine  in  the  place  of  butter. 
At  present,  the  Boai-d  do  not  consider 
that  it  is  necessary  to  address  any  special 
communication  to  the  authorities  on  the 
subject,  further  than  the  Circular  already 
issued. 

SCOTLAND-NOETHERN  LIGHTS  COM. 

MISSlONERS-LiaUTHOUSE  ON  FAIR 

ISLE. 

Mb.  J.  W.  BARCLAY  asked  the  Pre- 
sident  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Whether 
the  Trinity  House  authorities  have  come 
to  any  conclusion  as  to  the  erection  of  a 
lighthouse  on  Fair  Isle;  and,  if  not, 
whether,  considering  the  great  advan- 
tage a  light  on  Fair  Isle  would  be  to 
ve.*sela  crossing  the  Atlantic,  the  provid- 
ing of  a  lighthouse  on  it  might  not  he  con- 
sidered apart  from  the  general  scheme  for 
lighting  the  Shetland  and  Orkney  coasts? 
Mr.  chamberlain,  in  reply,  said, 
that  the  Trinity  House  authorities  hod 
not  yet  reported  on  the  extensive  scheme 
which  had  been  under  their  considera- 
tion ;  but  the  question  of  dealingwiththe 
lighting  of  the  Fair  Isle  was  one  which 
naturally  came  under  the  consideration 
of  the  Northern  Lights  Commissioners. 

IRELAND  —  ORANOE    PROCESSIONS  — 
THE  12TU  OF  JULY  CELEURAT10N8 
—ORANGE  ARCH  AT  OLENARM. 
Lord   ARTHUR    HILL    asked  the 

Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 


495 


Army- 


I COMMONS)         Volmtary  Retirement.  49e^^ 


of  Ireland,  Whotber  his  attention  has 
been  drawn  to  a  letter  which  appeared 
in  Tike  belfaU  Neict  Letter  on  the  23rd 
instant — 

"  Tho  Arch  at  Olcnann. — Sir,  We,  the  owners 
and  cccuijiers  of  Ihc  two  houses  from  which  tho 
Orange  arch  was  siispi-niled  on  12lh  July  last, 
are  very  much  Burpriscd  at  the  reply  given  by 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  Lord  Arthur  Hill  in  the 
House  of  Commona  last  night : 

"  \Vb  beg  to  give  the  Btatcmcnts  therein  made 
the  fullest  and  most  emphatic  contradictiou . 
No  areh  was  ever  erected  there  against  our  will, 
nur  was  there  ever  any  disturbance  in  Crlcnarm 
in  connection  with  an  arch  ; 

"  We  are  prepared  to  make  affidavits  to  this 
effect; 

"  In  to-daya  issue  of  Mortiing  yttct  we  seo 
that  Mr.  Sexton  insinnated  thnl  tho  arch  was 
attached  to  the  house  of  the  pariah  priest.  All 
we  can  say  in  reply  to  this  is  that  neither  of  ua 
is  a  parish  priest : 

"  (Signed)  John  Cobain, 

"  William  Uuntcr ; 

and,  whether  he  still  adheres  to  tho 
statement  which  he  made  on  the  22nd 
instant,  or  whether  he  proposes  to 
modify  it  in  any  manner  ? 

Mh.  TEEVELYAN :  The  noble  Lord 
baa  not  given  me  any  opportunity  of 
making  the  further  inquiry  which  I  prc- 
Bume  he  desires,  as  he  ha.s  put  down  his 
Question  without  Notice.  I  can,  tliere- 
fore,  only  say  that  I  based  my  Answer 
on  an  explicit  statement  of  tlie  District 
Inspector  of  Constabulary  aa  to  facts 
known  to  the  police. 

IltELAND-MONEY  HETURNED 
TUROUOU  THE  POST. 

Mn.  IIEALY  esked  the  Chief  Senro- 
tary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Wliat  disposition  was  made  by  him  of 
tho  money  recently  returned  him  tlirougli 
tho  Post ;  and,  will  it  be  refunded  to  tlio 
Secret  Service  Department  ? 

Mh.  TKEVELYAN  :  Some  time  a^o 
I  recfiived  £15  in  notes  in  a  letter  with- 
out address.  Knowing  nothing  of  the 
matter,  I  followed  the  course  I  alvrays 
follow  with  regard  to  anonymous  com- 
munications which  appear  to  require 
notice,  and  handed  the  letter  and  its 
contents  to  the  police  authorities. 

Mu.   HEALY  :  I  beg  to  inform  the 
.  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  the  money 
I  belongs   to   Mrs.   Tyler,  of  the   Secret 
Bervico  Department. 

LAW  AND  POLICE  (METROPOLIS)— THE 
REFORM  DEMONSTRATION. 
Mr.  TATTON  EGERTON  asked  the 
Beoretary  of  State  for  the  Ilomo  Depart- 
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ment,  Whether  tho  police  guarding  a 
procession  on  .Sunday  passing  through 
Onslow  Place  were  employed  on  special 
duty,  and  by  whom  paid;  whether  he 
approves  of  the  Metropolitan  Police 
being  employed  for  the  protection  of 
moiidioity  ;  and,  whether  the  refusal  of 
a  superintendent  of  police  to  enable  a 
Member  of  the  House  of  Commons  to 
cross  Piccadilly  in  the  crowd,  before  any 
passage  of  the  procession  of  2l8t  July,  is 
in  accordance  with  the  pledge  given  by 
Her  Majesty's  Gnvernmont  ? 

SiK  WILLIAM  HAPvCOIIRT:  The 
police  were  not  employed  on  special 
duty  on  the  occasion  in  question  at 
Onslow  Place.  The  only  men  present 
were  those  on  the  adjoining  beat,  and 
they  remained  on  duty  to  preserve  order, 
seeing  so  large  a  concourse  of  people. 
No  payment  was  anticipated.  With 
regard  to  the  second  Question,  I  am 
bound  to  soy,  from  tho  particulors  with 
which  the  bon.  Member  has  furnished 
me,  I  think  that  tho  police  have  fairly 
done  all  they  could  in  the  circumstances. 

Mr.  TATTON  EGEHTON :  As  to  my 
first  Question,  the  police  were  marching 
with  the  procession.  I  do  not  think 
that  they  were  the  police  on  the  adjoin- 
ing bents.  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  has  been  misinformed  by  the 
heads  of  his  Department. 

ARMY— VOLUNTARY  RETIREMENT. 

Colonel  KINGSCOTE  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  Why  volun- 
tary rolirement,  with  pension  and  gra- 
tuity sanctioned  by  the  Pay  Warrants, 
have  been  partially  suspended  ? 

The  Mauquess  of  IIARTINGTON  : 
In  replying  to  this  Question,  Sir,  it  may 
probably  remove  some  misconception  if 
1  make  a  short  statement  on  tho  subject 
of  voluntary  retirement.  The  House  is, 
perhaps,  an-are  that  the  present  S3r»teni 
of  Army  promotion  is  based  on  the 
Report  of  a  Royal  Commission,  presided 
over  by  Lord  Penzance.  In  the  Report 
of  tho  Commissioners  the  following 
passage  occurred  in  reference  to  the 
voluntary  retirement  with  pension  or 
gratuity  which  they  recommended  :  — 

"  The  above  system,  then,  is  intended  as  m 
flexible  one,  under  which  the  actual  rate  of  pro- 
motion can  be  controlled!  It  is  nn  inevitable 
result  of  the  regimental  system,  and  of  promo- 
tions taking  place  within  tho  regiment,  Ihattba 
officers  of  any  one  regiment  may,  from  time  to 
time,  go  forward  quicker  than  those  of  another, 
by  reason  of  more  frequent  deathi  or  other 
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CAuaec  of  vacancy.      This  ineqaality  may,  to 
Bomo  extent,   be  roctifioJ    in    the  granting  or 
withholding  voluntary   retirement  in  each  in- 
dividual case,  according  to  the  state  of  promo- 
tion in  the  particular  regiment.     By  the  exer- 
'  cibe  of  a  like  discretion  the  general  rate  of  pro- 
DOtion  may  be  held  in  check  on  the  one  hand, 
or  stimulated    on    the    other,  throughout  the 
lArmy.      And  further,  we  may  remark  that  a 
ystcm  of  this  kind,  capable  of  expansion  or 
ontmction  in  the  hands  of  those  who  aro  to 
tdininistcr  it,  will  readily  adapt  it«elf  to  the 
FdiaiigL-*  by  way  of  augmentation  of  the  higher 
Planks  or  otherwise,  which  the  future  develop- 
jincnt    of   military    orgnnization     may   recder 
(necessary." 

rhia  recommendation  wag  given  effect  to 
Dy  Article  94  of  the  Royal  Warrant, 
which  runs  as  follows: — 

'  Voluntary  retirement  with  retired  pay  or 
Tstuity  sbaU  only  be  permitted  when  it  shall 

Bo  deemed  expedient  by  our  Secretary  of  State. 

TJofore  such  voluntary  retirement  bo  permitted 
',  shall  bo  specially  recommended  by  our  Com- 
nander-in-Cbief  and  approved  by  oar  Secretary 

of  Stale." 

[The  contingency  contemplated   by  the 
[Comraisaionera  has   arisen.     Promotion 
las  for  some  time  been,  on  the  average, 
[very  much  more  rapid  than  the  normal 
[late  ;  and  if  no  change  were  made  would 
Icontinue  at  an  undue  rate.  1  have,  there- 
fore, partially  suspended  voluntary  re- 
'irements,  so  as  to  check  promotion  in 
egiments  where  it  is  unduly  rapid,  in 
laccordauce  with  the  intention  of  the  re- 
Itommendation  of  the  Iloyal  Commission 
land   of  the   Royal   Warrant.      I   have 
|ihought  it  fairer  to  the  officers  of  the 
\riny  to  do  this  in  the  form  of  a  General 
iegulation,    so    that    they    may    know 
leir  exact  position,  than  to  treat  each 
case  on  its  merit!),  as  recommended  by 
ae  Royal  Commission. 


EDUCATION    (IRELAND) -LEGISLA- 
TION. 

Mb.  SEXTON  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
If  he  will  introduce,  before  the  end  of 
the  Session,  the  Bill  which  he  has  pre- 
pared on  the  subject  of  Irish  Education, 
in  order  that  its  provisions  may  be  con- 
sidered during  the  Recess. 

Mil.   TREVELYAN:    No,    Sir;    the 

IOovernment  canuot  bring  in  any  Bills 
kt  this  period  of  the  Session  which  they 
|o  not  see  their  way  to  passing.  When 
t  promised  to  bring  in  the  Bill,  it  was 
bn  the  distinct  understanding  that  if  it 
was  to  be  passed  at  all,  it  was  to  be 
passed  by  common  consent,  or  something 
apf  rooohuig.    I  do  not  ooufiider  it  de- 
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eirable  to  introduce  a  Bill  merely  to 
have  it  seen. 

Mil.  HEALY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
If  the  Intermediate  Education  Secre- 
taries edit  the  questions  set  at  each  ex- 
amination, if  they  are  competent  to  do 
so  in  all  the  subjects;  and,  if  not,  upon 
what  grounds  do  these  officials  continue 
to  receive  as  salarien  six  per  cent,  of  the 
entire  income  of  the  Board,  or,  as  per 
the  Report  of  1883,  a  very  largo  per- 
centage of  the  Board's  annual  expendi- 
ture ;  which  of  tho  Secretaries  was  re- 
sponsiVde  for  editing  and  correcting  the 
proofs  of  the  papers  set  in  algebra  and 
arithmetic  at  the  recent  examination ; 
whether  one  of  the  papers  set  in  algebra 
containt'd  questions  extending  beyond 
the  prescribed  course,  and  whether  the 
junior  grade  paper  in  arithmetic  con- 
tained an  unpardonable  error;  and,  do 
these  mistakes  arise  from  the  employ- 
ment as  secretary  of  au  ex-Queen's  Col- 
lege professor  who  is  past  his  labour, 
and  otherwise  incapacitated  ? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN:  The  Assistant 
Education  Commissioners,  in  pursuance 
of  the  Rules  of  the  Board,  approved  by 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  revise  the  exami- 
nation papers  except  in  five  special  sub- 
jects, and  are  competent  to  do  so.  In 
all  cases  proofs  aru  submitted  to  the 
examiners  for  correction.  One  or  two 
letters  have  been  received  objecting  to 
two  questions  in  the  junior  grade  alge- 
bra paper,  on  the  ground  that  tliey  were 
outside  the  prescribed  course.  In  tho 
opinion  of  the  Assi.stant  Commissioners 
the  objection  is  not  well  founded ;  but 
the  matter  awaits  the  decision  of  the 
Board.  Dr.  Curtis  is  the  Assistant  Com- 
missioner who  revises  the  science  papers. 
The  error  in  the  arithmetic  paper,  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  refers,  was,  I 
am  informed,  purely  a  typographical 
one — the  misplacing  of  a  point,  which 
arose  iu  the  process  of  printing,  and  did 
not  exist  iu  the  proofs  corrected  by  the 
examiner  and  revised  by  the  Assistant 
Commissioner.  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
grounds  for  the  suggestion  that  Dr. 
Ciu-tis  is  past  his  work  or  otherwise  in- 
capacitated. 


POST  OFFICE  (IRELAND)— DISPLAY  OP 
PARTY  EXIBLJ:MS  BY  THE  LErPER 
CARRIER  AT  NEWCASTLE.  COUNTY 
DOWN. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON  asked  the  Post- 
master Qeaeral,  Whether  it  is  true  that, 
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on  July  12th,  the  Orange  anniversary, 
the  letter  carrier  at  Newcastle,  county 
Down,  wore  an  orange  sash  when  de- 
livering the  Idttrrs  through  the  town  ; 
and,  whether  this  was  noticed  by  the 
Postmaster;  and,  if  so,  was  any  remon- 
Btranco  addressed  to  this  man  for  wear- 
ing party  emblems  while  engaged  in 
ofHcial  duties? 

Mil.  FAWCETT :  It  is  the  ca«e,  as 
implied  in  the  Question  of  the  hon. 
Member,  that  on  the  12th  instant  the 
man  who  delivers  letters  at  Newcastle, 
county  Down,  wore  an  orange  sash  while 
in  the  discharge  of  his  oflicial  duties. 
The  man  in  question,  who  is  employed 
by  the  local  Postmaster,  disclaiois  all 
intention  of  giving  offence,  expresses 
regret  that  offence  should  have  been 
given,  and  promises  not  to  wear  his 
scarf  when  on  duty  again. 

LAW  AND  POLTCE  (METROPOLIS)- 
THE  REFORM  DEMONSTRA- 
TION. 

Mr.  J.  LOWTHER  (for  Viscount 
Folkestone)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War,  Whether  it  is  true,  as  stated  in 
a  letter  in  The  Timei  of  the  24th,  that 
three  Yeomanry  bands,  in  uniform,  took 
part  in  the  Demonstration  on  Monday 
last ;  and,  if  so,  if  it  is  not  an  infraction 
of  the  "Queen's  Eegulations ; "  and, 
whether  the  Military  authorities  propose 
to  toko  any  and,  if  so,  what  notice  of 
such  an  infringement  of  the  "Queen's 
Eegulations?" 

The  Marquess  of  HARTINGTON  : 
It  would  be  a  grave  breach  of  discipline 
for  a  Yeomanry  or  Volunteer  band  to  take 
part,  iu  its  military  capacity,  in  a  political 
assemblage  ;  and  if  any  case  is  reported 
to  me,  with  the  name  of  the  offending 
corps,  proper  notice  will  be  taken  of  such 
an  infringement  of  Eegulations.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  noble  Viscount  will  per- 
haps allow  me  to  point  out  that  the  loiter 
in  TItg  'J'lHien,  to  which  he  refers,  is  flatly 
contradicted  by  a  signed  letter  in  the 
same  journal  to-day. 

Mr.  WAIITON  said,  he  had  a  letter 
from  a  gallant  Colonel  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  Club  confirming  the  statement 
of  the  noble  Viscount  the  Member  for 
Sondi  Wiltshire. 

The  Marquess  of  IL\.RTINGT0N  : 
It  is  extremely  desirable  that  particulars 
of  the  alleged  attendance  of  the  band 
should  be  furnished  to  me.    I  am  in- 

Mr,  Jlarrinaion 


{IrthniC). 
that   no  such  incident 


clined  to  think 
took  place. 

POST  OFFICE  (IRELAND)— TEE  MAILS  | 
BETWEEN  DUBLIN  AND  CORK. 

Mr,  LEAMY  asked  the  Postmaster 
General,  Whether,  seeing  that  a  stop- 
page of  five  minutes  would  be  quite  suffi- 
cient to  allow  the  Great  Southern  and 
Western  Mail,  under  the  proposed  new 
ser\'ico  between  Dublin  to  Cork,  to  drop 
and  take  up  passengers  at  Maryborough, 
and  that  the  Central  Ireland  Railway 
is  willing  to  send  a  special  train  to  meet 
the  Mail  at  Maryborough,  he  will,  in 
the  interests  of  the  public,  require  that 
such  stoppage  shall  be  made  ? 

Mil.  FAWCETT :  In  answer  to  the 
hon.  Member,  I  beg  to  say  that,  beyond 
tlie  detention  during  the  actual  stop- 
page, time  IS  lost  in  slackening  speed 
Rud  getting  it  up  again ;  and  a  stop  at 
Maryborough,  which  is  not  requii-ed  for 
Post  Otiiue  purposes,  would  proportion- 
tilly  shorten  the  very  moderate  interval 
wliith  it  is  possible  to  secure  for  replies 
at  Cork  by  the  accelerated  service ;  by 
which  service  also  Waterford  will  largely  | 
benefit. 

Mr.  LEAMY  asked  what  time  would 
bo  lost  by  stopping  the  mail  train  at 
Maryborough  ? 

Mr.    FAWCETT  said,   he    believed' 
fight  or  ton  minutes ;  but  there  was  an- 
other application  from  the  hon.  Member 
for  Clonmol  for  stoppage  at  Thurles. 
["No,  no!"] 

Mr.  ARTIIUR  O'CONNOR  asked 
whether  the  mail  train  did  not  now  stop 
at  Thurles  for  water ;  whether  water 
could  not  bo  taken  in  instead  at  Mary- 
borough ? 

Mr.  MOORE  said,  it  was  not  a  ques- 
tion of  stopping  the  train  at  Thurles, 
but  of  throwing  out  the  mail  bags.     He  i 
begged  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
at  what  hour  it  was  anticipated  that  the  I 
accelerated  mail  train  would  pass  Thurles  I 
Station  ;  and,  what   was  the  nature  of  | 
the  incouvouience  urged  by  the  Limerick  j 
ond  Waterford  Railway  Company  as  a  j 
reason  for  not  running  a  train  to  meet ' 
the  mail  train  ? 

Mk.  FAWCETT  said,  there  would  be 
no  objection  whatever  to  throwing  oufci 
the  mail  bags  at  Thurles,  if   tho  locall 
railway  would  run  a  train  to  meet  the 
mail  bugs ;  but  he  understood  they  did 
not  consider  the   traffic   would    justifyl 
them  iu  doing  that,  so  that  there  would  | 
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be  no  advantage  in   throwing  out   the 
mails. 

DEFENCE  OF  EGYPT— EXPENSES- 
SUPPLEMENTARY  ESTIMATE. 

Mn.  J.  G.  TALBOT  (for  Lord  Eustace 
Cecil)  nsked  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War,  Whether  he  can  now  state  when 
any  Supplementary  Estimate  will  be 
presented  to  the  House  to  defray  the 
cost  of  any  expedition  that  may  be  ne- 
cessary for  the  defence  of  Egvpt  ? 

The  Marquess  of  HARTINGTON  ; 
1  hare  comruunioated  on  this  subject 
with  tny  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  and  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  unless  circum- 
etnnces,  at  present  unforeseen,  should 
arise  which  would  lead  to  a  larger  ex- 
penditure than  is  at  present  going  on,  it 
will  be  unnecessary  to  present  any  Sup- 
plementary Estimate  for  the  Army  in 
the  course  of  the  present  Session. 

MEDICAL  ACT  AMENDMENT  BILL. 
In  reply  to  Mr.  J.  O.  Talbot, 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  said :  Wohave  con- 
sidered as  carefully  as  wo  could  the  pro- 
spects of  this  Bill,  and,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
with  the  result  which  is  often  arrived 
at.  Our  chance  of  carrying  the  Bill 
would  bo  very  small;  and  having  regard 
to  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the 
HouKC,  and  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
period  of  the  Session,  although  anxious 
to  push  it  forward,  I  am  obliged  to  state 
that  the  Government  do  not  intend  to 
proceed  with  the  Bill. 
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^■MELAND-MANXJFACTURES  AND  IN- 
^M  DUSTRIES— A  ROYAL  COMMISSION. 
H  Sir  EARDLEY  WILMOT  asked  the 
^B First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  If  he  will 
^^  advise  Her  Mnjosty  grncion'ly  to  issue 
.  a  small  Koyal  Commistiion  to  inquire 
^■iuto  the  present  condition  of  manul'ao- 
^Hturing  and  productive  industries  in  Ire- 
^Bland,  with  a  view  to  the  more  ample  de- 
^Vvelopment  of  tho.se  industries,  aud  the 
r        more  elTectual  promotion  thereby  of  the 

material  wealth  and  prosperity  of  the 

Irish  people  ? 

Mn.  GLADSTONE :  I  have  consulted 

my  noble  Friend  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
L^  and  our  opinion  certainly  is  that,  even 
^fe  if  an  inquiry  of  this  kind  wore  desirable, 
^K  a  Royal  Commission  would  not  be  the 
^Hbest  instrument  for  conducting  it,  view- 
^^  iug  the  nature  of  the  subject.     It  is  a 


subject  which  would  be  more  fitly  con- 
sidered by  a  Committee  of  this  House ; 
and  with  regard  to  a  Committee  of  this 
House,  that  must  depend  a  good  deal 
on  the  desire  and  views  entertained  in 
this  House.  But  I  am  bound  to  say 
that  we  do  not  fool  great  anxiety  for 
such  an  inquiry  oven  by  a  Committee  of 
this  House,  and  for  this  simple  reason — 
what  we  are  afraid  of  is,  that  bringing 
to  bear  further  public  inquiries  on  tluB 
matter  would  rather  tend  to  weaken 
what,  above  all  things,  wo  wish  to  see 
strengthened  in  Ireland — namely,  the 
sense  of  solf-reliauco,  aud  would  raise 
e.\poctations  of  aid  from  a  quarter  from 
which  it  could  never  effectually  come, 

POOR    LAW  GUARDIANS  (IRELAND) 
BILL. 

Ma.  PARNELL  asked  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury,  Whether,  in  view  of 
the  rejection  by  the  House  of  Lords  on 
the  Second  Reading  of  the  Poor  Law 
Guardians  (Ireland)  Bill,  he  will  intro- 
duce a  similar  measure  during  the  Au- 
tumn Session  with  the  view  of  enabling 
the  Upper  House  to  reconsider  the  sub- 
ject? 

Mil.  GLADSTONE :  We  regret  very 
much  the  loss  of  this  Bill.  I  have  not 
had  the  power  of  communicating  with 
my  noble  Friend  in  whose  charge  it  was. 
But  I  presume  there  will  be  a  desire  to 
revive  it  on  the  first  proper  opportunity. 
I  think,  however,  the  hon.  Member  can 
hardly  exi)ect  me  to  say  that  a  proper 
opportunity  would  be  found  in  the  Au- 
tumn Session.  The  Autumn  Session, 
according  to  the  advice  on  which  Her 
Majestylhas  been  pleased  to  express  Her 
intention  to  act,  will  bo  summoned  for  a 
veryspecificand  a  peculiar  purpose;  and 
it  would  be  a  very  great  mistake  on  our 
part  if  we  were — I  will  not  say  to  allow, 
iiccause,  of  course,  the  Hou.se  must  be 
the  sole  judge  of  what  subject  it  will 
entertain — but  if  we  were  to  be  parties 
to  mixing  up  other  matters  totally  dis- 
tinct from  the  question  of  the  Franchise 
with  the  Business  of  the  Autumn  Ses- 
sion. It  is  obvious  that  in  rejecting  the 
Poor  Law  Gujirdians  (Ireland)  Bill,  al- 
though we  may  lament  the  circumstance, 
the  House  of  Lords  did  nut  go  beyond 
its  rights.  This  Bill  has  none  of  those 
specialities  which  would  entitle  it  to  be 
taken  in  the  Autumn  Session. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR :  In  reference 
to  the  distinction  which  the  right  hon. 
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Gentleman  has  just  drawn  between  the 
Poor  Law  Guardians  (Ireland)  Bill  and 
the  Franchise  Bill,  I  should  like  to  ask 
him  whether  he  is  aware  that  whereas 
the  Franchise  Bill  has  only  passed  a 
second  reading  once,  the  Poor  Law 
GuardianH  Bill  has  passed  a  second  read- 
inp  two  or  three  times  ? 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  That  ciroum- 
Btance  does  not  bear  on  the  conclusion 
to  which  we  have  come. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  LOANS  BILL. 

Mb.  MARJORIBANKS  asked  the  Se- 
cretary to  the  Treasury,  Whether  he 
would  now  state  what  amendment  ho 
was  prepared  to  introduce  into  the  Pub- 
lic Works  Loans  Bill,  which  stood  for 
Committee  that  evening? 

Mb.  COURTNEY,  in  reply,  said,  he 
had  been  in  consultation  with  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  on  the  subjet^t, 
and  his  right  hon.  Friend  would  be  in 
his  place  and  make  a  statement  when 
the  Order  was  called. 

LAW  AND  POLICE— ARMED  BURGLARS. 

Sm  FREDERICK  MILNER :  I  wish 
to  ask  the  Home  Secretarj'  a  Question, 
of  which  I  have  given  him  private  No- 
tice, in  reference  to  his  Answer  yester- 
day to  me  on  the  subject  of  armed 
burglars.  I  would  ask  whether  he  can 
conceive  any  reason  why  a  man  who 
knocks  you  down,  ill-treats  you,  and 
robs  you  in  the  street,  should  be  visited 
with  a  more  severe  punishment  than  a 
man  who  shoots  you  in  the  groin  with  a 
revolver,  or  makes  a  hole  in  your  skull 
with  u  life-preserver  ? 

8m  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  My 
hon,  Friend  has  given  me  short  Notice 
of  the  Question.  Ho  asks  me  whether  I 
should  prefer  one  treatment  or  the  other. 
I  have  not  had  time  to  reflect  which  of 
these  two  operations  I  should  prefer ; 
and,  therefore,  if  he  will  allow  me  to 
think  over  it  during  the  Autumn  Recess, 
I  shall  perhaps  be  able  to  give  him  an 


BDBGH  POUCE  AND  HEALTH  (SCOT- 
LAND)  BILL. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  :  I  wish  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister,  Whether  he  has  come 
to  any  decision  as  to  proceeding  with 
the  Burgh  Police  and  Health  (Scotland) 
Bill? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE :  We  have  never 
wavered  in  our  expectation  with  respect 

Mr.  T.  P.  0'  Connor 


to  that  Bill.  I  cannot  say  anything  with 
regard  to  the  exact  time  or  date  when  it 
will  be  taken ;  but  we  desire  to  proceed 
with  it  this  Session. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH— CHOLERA— RAOS 
FROM  MARSEILLES. 

Sib  FREDERICK  MILNER  asked 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  Whether  it  was  not  a  fact  that 
the  cargo  of  rags  from  Marseilles  be- 
lieved to  be  infected  with  cholera,  to 
which  allusion  had  been  recently  made 
in  that  House,  had,  notwithstanding  as- 
surances to  the  contrary,  been  actually 
passed  through  Goole  and  landed  near 
Dewsbury,  a  low-lying  district  specially 
liable  to  infection  ? 

Sib  CHARIxES  W.  DILKE :  I  asked 
the  hon.  Member  the  other  day  to  take 
a  little  more  trouble  in  ascertaining  the 
fno'ts  before  asking  Questions  of  this 
cliaracter.  It  is  not  a  fact  that  these 
rigs  have  been  landed  near  Dewsbury. 
They  have  not  been  landed  anywhere  at 
all.  The  rags  which  have  arrived  near 
Dewsbury  are  a  dili'erent  cargo,  from  a 
different  place,  and  of  a  very  different 
quality.  They  have  been  landed,  not 
at  Dewsbury  itself,  but  near  Dewslsury, 
and  we  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
any  danger  attaches  to  them.  A  Gene- 
ral Order  was  issued  after  the  difficulty 
had  arisen  as  to  the  first  cargo,  against 
the  lauding  of  any  rags  from  Toulon  and 
Marseilles.  The  cargo  of  rags,  as  to 
which  there  was  a  discussion  in  this 
House,  was  never  landed  anywhere,  and 
the  statement  to  that  effect  in  the  news- 
papers was  absolutely  untrue.  The  rags 
landed  near  Dewsbury  came,  I  believe, 
from  Dieppe. 

Mr.  TATTON  EGERTON  :  WiU  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  state  where  the 
original  ings  are  now  ? 

SiK  CHARLES  W.  DILKE:  They 
have  certainly  not  been  landed.  I  have 
received  a  very  satisfactory  telegram 
from  the  Town  Clerk  of  Hull  with  re- 
gard to  them.  I  do  not  quite  know 
where  they  are  at  this  moment ;  but  they 
certainly  have  not  been  landed.  They 
were  transferred  to  lighters  ;  but  were 
not  taken  up  the  canal,  and  they  were 
never  put  ashore.  The  probability  is 
they  were  sent  back  again. 

Mr.  TATTON  EGEHTON:  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  give  the  House 
an  assurance  that  they  will  not  b9 
landed  ? 
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8ra  CHARLES  W.  DILKE  :  Yes ; 
they  certainly  will  not  bo  landed. 

Mr.  JO.SEPK  CO  wen  :  May  I  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  it  is 
not  a  fact  that  the  cholera  never  was 
transmitted  by  rags,  so  that  all  this  ex- 
citement is  entirely  unnecessary  1 

Sm  CHAKLES  W.  DILKE :  I  stated 
I  in  the  Uouse  the  other  day,  in  reply  to 
r  a  Question,  that  there  was  no  evidence 
'that  cholera  had  been  communicated  by 
!  raga.     Small-pox  and  wool-sorters'  dis- 
ease have  been  transmitted  by  rags ;  but 
tliere  is  no  evidence  to  that  effect  with 
rogard  to  cholera. 


ORDERS  OF  THE  DA  Y. 

SUPPLY. -COMMITTEE. 
Order  for  Committee  read. 


^      Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
^Chair." 

■iNLANn  REVENUE-C.\RRIAGE  TAX. 
^P  ItESOLUTION. 

n  LoKD  ALGERNON  PERCY,  in  rising 
^_  to  move — 

^H  "  That  the  Tuxes  od  Carriages  ore  excfiptionnl 
^^bn  character,  and  injurious  to  trade,  and  sboulil 
^^Rherufore  be  itbolUbed," 

^"  Baid,  he  would  only  detain  the  House 

for  a  short  while,  as  that  period  of  the 

^vSession  was  not  favourable  to  a  detailed 

^■eousideralion   of  the   question.      Great 

misapproheusion    prevailed    as    to   the 

character  of  the  Carriage  Tax.     It  was 

P commonly  believed  that  it  was  u  tax  upon 
luxury,   and  that  it  was  only  paid  b}' 
those  who  could  well  atlurd  to  do  so.    It 
was  also  argued  that  it  was  too  small 
an  amount  to  seriously  affect  any  trade. 
He  contested  all  these  positions.     The 
real  fact  was  that  the  tax  was  not  levied 
upon  luxury,  but  was  a  tax  upon  the 
product   of  industrj'.     It   was  the   last 
special  trade  tax  remaining,  and  was  in- 
jurious to  that  trade,  and  thus  affected 
many  arlizans  and  working  men — ovor 
26,252   being  employed   in   that   trade 
alone — and  there  were,  at  least,  1 IC  col- 
lateral trades  concerned  by  the  impoai- 
^^ion  of  the  tax  in  coach-building,  all  of 
^Hrhich  suffered.     The  tax  had  to  be  paid 
^^By  many  to  whom  a  carriage  was  not  a 
^Hbxury,  but  just  as  much  an  article  of  uc- 
^^Jesaity  as  a  chisel  or  a  hammer  was  an 
article  of  necessity  to  a  workman.    A 


carriage  was  not  a  luxury  to  a  doctor, 
a  surveyor,  or  a  commercial  traveller. 
It  was  just  as  much  a  necessity  to  the 
members  of  these  professions  as  carts 
were  to  farmers,  and  tools  to  workmen. 
The  carriage  manufacturers  had  no  right 
to  ask  for  special  legislation ;  but  they 
had  a  just  claim  to  be  put  on  the  same 
footing  as  other  trades.  They  had  a  right 
to  demand  fair  play  ;  and  this  they  did 
not  obtain  as  long  as  their  industry  was 
singled  out  for  taxation,  and  it  should  be 
remembered  that  this  tax  was  an  annual 
tax,  such  as  was  imposed  on  no  other 
trade.  The  Curriago  Tax  was  the  last 
special  trade  tax,  the  Silver  Duty  being 
the  only  other  tax  of  the  same  kind;  but 
that  tax  was  only  paid  once,  whereas 
this  was  an  annual  tax.  All  other  trade 
taxes  had  beou  repealed.  As  a  matfei" 
of  justice,  it  was  impossible  to  defend 
the  maintenance  of  a  tax  which  pressed 
injuriously  upon  a  highly  skilled  and  a 
most  important  trade.  Ho  had  said  that 
the  Carriage  Tax  was  not  a  tax  upon  a 
luxury.  Whatever  might  have  been  the 
case  when  most  travelling  was  done  on 
horseback,  it  was  evident  that  even  to 
the  rich  the  carriage  was  not  to  the  same 
extent  a  luxury  as  formerly.  Can-iages 
were  now  used  by  medical  men,  clergy- 
men, hotel- keepers,  jobmasters,  and 
others;  and  it  was  just  as  necessary 
that  they  should  use  them  in  the 
duties  of  their  calliug  as  the  farmer 
should  use  the  carts  on  which  he  did 
not  pay  duty.  Even  if  a  tax  wore  a 
tax  upon  luxury,  the  House  would  be 
cautious  about  imposing  it  if  it  ham- 
pered or  injured  an  important  trade 
which  if  free  would  g^ive  employment  to 
many  additional  skilled  artizans  ;  indeed, 
the  trade  taxes  had  been  repealed  for 
that  very  reason.  Even  if  the  carriage 
were  a  luxury  there  was  no  good  ground 
for  a  carriage  being  singled  out  as  a 
special  article  of  luxury  for  ta.xation. 
Yachts  were  built  with  the  greatest  care, 
and  fitted  up  with  the  greatest  luxury, 
yet  a  yachtsman  might  travel  all  round 
the  world  without  paying  any  taxation, 
while  the  country  doctor  could  not  go 
his  round  of  two  miles  without  having 
to  pay  a  heavy  tax  on  his  carriage,  very 
much  disproportioncd  to  its  value.  Bil- 
liard tables,  pictures,  and  musical  instru- 
ments were  certainly  orticles  of  luxury 
<|uito  as  much  as  carriages,  but  these 
articles  were  rightly  not  taxed.  Why 
should  a  carriage  bo  especially  singled 
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out  08  an  object  for  taxation?  If  the 
supporters  of  the  tax  defended  it  on 
the  ground  of  luxury  at  least  they 
fihould  be  consistent,  and  eubjeit  other 
luxuries  to  tuxation.  But  they  did 
not  do  this,  and  those  interested  in 
the  carriage  trade  had  gaod  grounds 
for  complaining  that  they  wore  not 
treated  impartially.  The  tax,  to  a  cer- 
tain degree,  was  a  tax  on  locomotion. 
Kteamers  were  not  taxed  ;  and  although 
there  was  a  Passenger  Duty  on  railways, 
it  did  not  press  with  anything  like  the 
severity  that  the  tax  on  carriages  did. 
Bicycles,  tricycles,  and  train  carriages 
were  not  taxed  and  more  or  loss  com- 
peted with  the  carriage  building  trade, 
and  thus  the  tax  rendered  it  more  diffi- 
cult for  the  coaehbuilding  trade  to  meet 
this  competition.  The  tax  itself  was  very 
unfairly  apportioned ;  it  was  levied  with  a 
total  disregard  either  to  the  value  of  the 
articleortotht'period  during  which  it  was 
employed.  For  instance,  a  pony  carriage 
of  a  certain  size  and  weight  paid  the 
same  tax  as  the  Slate  coach  of  the  Lord 
Mayor,  the  tax  often  amounting  to  •')  per 
cent  on  the  value  of  the  carriage,  and  in 
a  number  of  years  to  half,  and  more  than 
half,  its  original  cost.  A  carriage  cost- 
ing £40,  supposing  it  to  last  for  10 
years,  during  that  time  would  have  paid 
in  taxation  more  than  half  its  cost.  The 
amount  paid  in  tax  frequently  came  to 
more  thanthocostof  keeping  the  carriage 
in  repair.  A  coach-builder  bad  informed 
him  that  a  brougham  taken  out  of  his 
yard  1 1  years  ago  cost  £9  to  keep  it  in 
repair,  and  the  taxation  during  that  time 
amounted  to  '22  guineas.  Then,  again, 
an  old  and  ricketty  carriage  paid  exactly 
the  same  as  a  new  one  ;  and  if  a  carriage 
was  only  used  for  one  week,  it  had  to 
pay  the  tax  for  a  year.  If  a  man  bor- 
rowed a  carriage  from  the  coachmaker 
while  his  own  was  being  repaired,  he 
had  to  pay  duty  on  the  borrowed  car- 
riage, thus  mulcting  him  in  double  duty 
fur  what  was  practically  the  use  of  only 
one  vehicle.  With  regard  to  the  objection 
that  the  tax  wa.s  so  small  that  it  could 
not  afi'ect  the  trade,  he  might  say  that 
the  annual  turnover  of  the  carriage- 
building  trade  was  £2,500,000,  while 
the  amount  raised  by  the  tax  was  over 
£350,000,  so  that  the  trade  was  prac- 
tically taxed  to  the  amount  of  20  per 
cent.  It  was  evident,  he  thought,  that 
no  trade  could  really  prosper  under  such 
oircumstauoes.      However  surprising  it 

Lord  Algernon  Percy 


might  seem,  there  could  be  no  donbt 
the  existence  of  the  tax  prevented  many 
people  from  purchasing  carriages.  Some 
hon.  Members  had  told  him  that  but 
for  the  tax  they  would  buy  one  or  two 
more  can-iages  than  they  now  possessed. 
The  first  economy  made  in  an  estahlish- 
meut  was  the  discontinuance  of  the  use, 
of  a  carriage,  and  the  real  fact  wa.s  that 
the  tax  did  not  fall  on  the  rich,  but  the 
rich  suited  their  establishment.  In 
Ireland,  where  there  was  no  Carriage 
Tax,  many  more  carriages  were  in  the 
hands  of  owners  than  was  the  case  ia 
England.  In  Ireland  there  was  no  in- 
ducement for  a  man  to  limit  the  number 
of  his  carriages,  and  when  a  carriage 
was  partly  damaged,  there  was  no  neces- 
sity to  part  with  it.  In  England,  how- 
ever, when  a  carriage  was  much  worn  the 
owner  did  not  retain  it,  as  he  was  called 
upon  still  to  pay  duty  for  it,  although 
the  vehicle  was  unusable.  This  led  to  a 
system  of  barter  in  the  trade.  The  car- 
riage dealers,  when  they  got  an  order  for 
a  new  carriage,  always  had  to  take  an  ollj 
one  in  part  payment.  The  result  wai 
that  their  premises  were  crowded  with 
surplus  stock.  He  had  received  letters: 
from  coachbuilders,  one  of  whom  said  he 
had  1.50,  and  another  500,  second-hand 
carriages  on  hand.  An  ordinary  carriage 
occupied  something  like  60  superSeial 
feet,  and  anyone  could  easily  estimate 
how  much  ground  a  stock,  varying  from 
1.30  to  500  carriages,  would  cover.  Bent 
and  rates  for  these  premises  had  to  be 
paid.  The  same  cause  that  returned 
can-iages  to  the  coachbuilders'  yards 
teudod  to  keep  them  there,  and  often 
oarringes  were  kept  until  they  largely 
depreciated  in  value.  This  was  a 
very  serious  inconvenience  and  loss, 
which  would  not  arise  if  the  duty 
were  abolished.  The  whole  system, 
therefore,  hampered  and  harassed  a 
most  important  industry.  If  there  were 
no  tax,  the  carriage  dealers  would  be 
enabled  either  to  let  these  old  carriages 
at  low  rates  or  sell  them  at  small  priues. 
Old  carriages  might  thus  be  brought  into 
use  at  country  railway  stations  and  othe; 
places  to  the  great  benefit  of  the  people. 
If  the  tax  were  removed,  there  was  every 
reoson  to  believe  that  there  would  be  a 
groat  impetus  given  to  the  trade.  Wheo- 
over  a  tax  had  been  taken  oft  an  industry 
that  had  always  been  the  result,  am' 
there  was  every  reason  to  believe  that  i 
this  instance  it  would  be  equally  as  gi-ea 
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if  not  greater,  than  in  the  case  of  otber 
irades  that  had  been  freed  from  taxa- 
,on.      In    Hungaiy    tUia   tax   was   re- 
oved    a    short    time    ago,    and    the 
rriago-building     trade    had    revived, 
,n    consequence,    to    an    enormous   ex- 
ut.     Ouo  finn  alone  had  received  an 
irder  for  over  400  carriages.  Like  results 
ad  accrued  in  other  trades  in  this  coun- 
y.     When  the  duties  had  been  taken 
ff  soap,  paper,  and  bricks,  vitality  had 
een  given  to  each  business  ;  and  there 
ad  been  an  immense  development  in  all 
ihese  trades  after  thoy  had  been  freed. 
he  parties  directly  interested  in  them 
ad  not  alone  been  served,  but  the  entire 
lopulation  had  been  benefited.     He  felt 
iure  a  like  result  would  spring  from  the 
moval  of  the  tax  on  carriages.     lie 
new   it   was   contended  by  some  that 
s    carriages    wore     away    the     roads 
oy  should  contribute  to  the  highway 
tea.     But  it  was  not  the  carriages  that 
t  up  the  roads.     It  was  the  farmers' 
ts,   waggons,    traction   engines,    and 
her  heavy  vehicles.    They  did  infinitely 
ore  damage  to  the  highways  than  car- 
jages  did,  and  were  not  taxed  as  being 
ecessary  to  their  owners  for  the  proper 
rryiug  on  of  their  business ;  he  had 
own  that  carriages  were  employed  I'y 
any  to  whom  tlioir  use  was  a  necessity. 
He   was   neither   advocating   nor    con- 
demning the  principle  of  taxing  vehi- 
cles  generally ;    but    if   they   were   to 
be   taxed   at   all,  the  most   destructive 
should  be  taxed  as  well,  and   the  tax 
should    not   be  levied    in    the   way   it 
was  now.      The  trade  thankfully    ac- 
knowledged the  small  relief  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  accorded  it 
his  Budget.      But  it  did  not  affect 
em  much.     It  was,  however,  a  tacit 
ncknowlodgment  that  the  tax  was  false 
in  principle.     The  trade  had  been  un- 
.sually  depressed  in  recent  years,  as  an 
lustration  of  which  he  might  mention 
at  over  11, 000  carriagi.ts  liiid  been  re- 
sumed on   the   builders'  hands   within 
e  last  three  years.     That  might   be 
iwing,  in  part,  to  the  general  depression 
if  the  times ;  but  it  was  also  duo  largel}' 
the  great  increase  of  tramways  and 
ilways,  and  they  were  placed  be.sidos 
tt  peculiarly  disadvantageous  position 
comparison    with    other    trades    in 
nsequeuce  of   special   taxation.      He 
ad   good  authority    in   favour   of  the 
canae  he    was   advocating.     The    tax, 
according  to  the  Prime  Minister,  was 


a  remnant  of  the  stupidity  of  past 
legi.^lation.  In  1879  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  told  the  farmers  of  Mid  Lo- 
thian that,  in  his  opinion,  "they  should 
be  relieved  of  every  unjust  and  unneces- 
sary restraint,"  and  that  "  they  were  en- 
titled tothefreesaleof  all  their  produce." 
"And  his  whole  argtimont  applied  to 
all  trades  they  pleased  to  name."  The 
senior  Member  for  Birmingham  had  also 
expressed  himself  in  favour  of  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  tax,  and  had  stated  that  it 
was  totally  indefensible.  The  Chambers 
of  Commerce  of  London,  Newcastle, 
Bristol,  Derby,  Worcester,  Leicester,  and 
other  places  had  passed  resolutions  in  fa- 
vour of  the  abolition  of  the  tax.  Thecom- 
biuod  Chambers,  at  a  meeting  held  in 
Loudon,  had  also  passed  a  similar  resolu- 
tion. There  had  been  upwards  of  80 
Petitions  in  favourof  this  Resolution.  The 
Petitioners  felt  that  in  asking  this  relief 
from  taxation  they  only  asked  for  justice 
and  fair-play,  and  he  trusted  they  would 
not  long  have  to  ask  in  vain.  He  would 
only  add  that  he  pleaded  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  dutj- :  first,  because  it  was 
based  on  bad  principles — principles  that 
did  not  apply  to  any  other  trade;  second, 
because  it  was  a  direct  hindrance  and 
injury  to  a  skilled  and  highly-important 
industry ;  third,  because  the  incidence 
of  its  imposition  was  inequitable  and 
unjust  in  operation  ;  and,  lastly,  because 
he  believed  that  if  it  was  removed  it 
would  give  an  impetus  to  trade,  and  be 
of  great  service  to  a  largo  number  of 
skilled  artizans  and  working  men.  On 
these  grounds,  ho  commended  the  pro- 
posal to  the  favourable  consideration  of 
the  House,  and  asked  for  it  the  support 
of  the  Government.  The  noble  Lord 
concluded  by  moving  the  Motion  which 
stood  in  his  name. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COWEN  said,  ho  had 
much  pleasure  in  seconding  the  Resolu- 
tion of  the  noble  Lord  ;  but  he  was  not 
able  to  add  much  to  what  the  noble  Lord 
had  already  said,  and  so  well  said.  The 
case  was  covered  by  very  few  facts,  and 
these  facts  had  been  so  clearly  put  be- 
fore the  House,  that  all  there  was  left 
for  him  to  do  was  to  compress  the  salient 
poiuts  into  a  few  sentences,  and  urge  the 
Government  to  give  favourable  conside- 
ration to  the  subject.  The  caiTinge  trade 
was  a  highly  important  one.  There  were 
between  25,000  and  26,000  workmen 
directly  employed  in  it,  and  there  waa  a 
largo  Qumbei  of  others  iudirectlj  into* 
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rested.  The  annual  turnover  of  the 
trade  was  calculated  at  £2,2.')0,000,  and 
the  Carriage  Tax  amounted  to  £250,000. 
The  amount  of  revenue,  therefore,  that 
the  carriage  business  yearly  contributed 
to  the  Exchequer  was  some-thing  like 
one-fifth  of  the  turnover.  This  was  very 
large,  and  it  seriously  hampered  the 
trade,  which,  for  several  years  past,  had 
been  in  a  very  languishing  condition. 
The  depression  was  something  more,  he 
feared,  than  temporary.  There  wore  up- 
wards of  It, 000  less  carriages  in  use 
now  than  there  was  a  few  years  ago,  and 
the  trade  with  the  Colonies  and  other 
countries  was  declining.  He  did  not 
mean  to  contend  that  this  decrease  was 
entirely  attributable  to  the  duty  ;  but 
certainly  the  duty  was  principally  the 
cause  of  it.  The  tax  it.self  was  unsound 
in  principle  and  inequitable  in  opera- 
tion. The  noble  Lord  had  quoted  the 
testimony  of  the  Prime  Minister  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  senior  Member 
for  Birmingham  against  the  tax.  But  he 
might  have  gone  further,  and  quoted 
the  testimony  of  every  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  since  the  Reform  Bill.  All 
condemned  taxes  upon  industry,  and 
nearly  all  condemned  taxes  upon  loco- 
motion. The  Carriage  Duty  was  a  tax 
on  both.  It  was  argued  that  it  was  too 
small  an  impost  to  injure  the  trade ;  but 
they  all  knew  that  the  injury  inflicted 
hy  a  duty  was  not  in  projjortion  to  its 
amount.  Sometimes  an  insiguifioaut  tax 
inflicted  considerable  injury  ujion  ati-ade. 
And  that  was  the  case  in  this  instance. 
It  was  levied  in  a  very  olfensive  manner. 
The  coachbuilders  were  required  to  keep 
books  always  open  to  the  llevenue  offi- 
cers, in  a  way  that  was  both  annoying 
and  troublesome.  And  they  had  to  do 
this  under  a  penalty  of  £20.  A\'hen  a 
carriage  left  the  builder,  it  continued  to 
pay  the  tax  until  it  was  destroyed  ;  and 
the  result  was  that  when  the  owner  of  a 
carriage  wanted  a  new  one,  he  always 
gave  the  old  one  in  part  payment  for  the 
new  one.  As  a  consequence,  the  carriage- 
builders'  yards  were  crowded  with  car- 
riages which  they  could  not  dispose  of. 
The  rent  and  rates  they  were  called  upon 
to  pay  for  the  extensive  premises  neces- 
sary was  a  very  heavy  drain  on  a  de- 
pressed trade.  Old  carriages  were  often 
kept  for  years,  and  the  amount  paid  in 
shape  of  duty  equalled  the  price  of  the 
article.  It  was  incorrect  to  say  that  this 
-vas  a  tax  upon  luxury.    It  was  a  tax 
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upon  industry.    It  was  quite  true  that 
the  more  sumptuous  carriages  were  usei 
only  by  the  most  wealthy  section  of  thi 
community  ;  but  there  was  a  very  largi 
section  to  whom  carriages  were  a  nece*-' 
sary  part  of  their  stock  and  trade.     But 
whether  it  was  a  tax   upon  luxury  or 
upon  industry,  the  fact  was  that  the;^ 
had  abolished  nearly  every  tax  on  in- 
dustry except  this,  and  it  ought  to  go 
also.     Ho  tnow  the  Chancellor  of  thi 
E.xchequer  was  not  unfavourable  to  th( 
proposal  in  principle ;  but,  of  course,  it 
was  necessary  for  him  to  raise  the  Re- 
venue.    All  taxes  were  objectionable, 
and  ho  recognized  that  it  was  difficult  ti 
choose  whether  this  or  some  other  tax 
should  be  removed ;  but,  as  far  as  be 
know,  there  was  no  other  tax  that  I 
its  amount  did  so  large  a  measure  of  in- 
jury as  this  one,  and  he  claimed  that  it 
should  have  the  first  attention  of  the  Qo- 
vernmeut.     But  even  if  the  tax  were  not 
abolished,  it  certainly   might   be  more 
equitably  levied.     A  tax  upon  a  carriagi 
when  it  was  made  would  be  better  thai 
an  annual   duty  levied  in  the  way  thia 
was.     Ho  appealed  for  the  liberal  and 
favourable  consideration  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  of  the  very  rea- 
sonable request  the  noble  Lord  had  made 
in  such  very  felicitous  terms,  and  in  so^ 
temperate  a  spirit. 

Amendment  proposed, 

To  leavo  out  from  the  word  "  That  "  to 
end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  tho  word 
"  the  Taxtis  on   Ciirriugea  are  exceptional 
thfcir  character,  and  injurious  to   trado,   and 
should  therefore  be aholiihed," — {Lord  Algtrr 
Percy,) 

— instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "That  tho  worcti 


pr 
proposed  to  bo 
Question." 


left  out  stand  pai-t  of  tha 


The  Cn.\NCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  CniLHERs),  said,  that  the 
noblo  Lord  and  his  hon.  Friend  had  put 
forward   clear  and   able   arguments   in 
very  few  words,   and  he  must  congra 
tulate   them  on  having   done  ao.     Hii 
hon.    Friend    had   mentioned,    frankly 
enough,  the  first   argument  which  any, 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  hnvfl 
to  use  in  meeting  a  proposal  to  condemn 
a  tax.   His  hon.  Friend  said  that  almost^ 
all    taxes    were    objectionable.      That 
was   so,   though  in   one  or    two   cases  j 
taxes  had  their    good    side  and   wers 
in    themselves    advantageous.    But  aa 
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to  the  great   mass   of    tases,    whether 
iirect  or  indirect,  he  admitted  that  they 
rare  in  themselves,  to  a  very  large  ex- 
ent,  evils,  and  it  would  be  much  bettor 
If  they  could  do  without  them,  'i  here  was 
a  series  of  taxes — he  would  enumerate 
,  some  of  them — which  had  been  the  sub- 
ject of  Parliamentary  debate,  of  a  good 
'deal  of  discussion  outside  the   House, 
and  of  deputations  to  himself  and  his 
fProdonessors,  and  which  it  was  acknow- 
ledged were  opon  to  grave  objections, 
"lut  if  the  House  of  Commons  passed  a 
teesolution  of  that  character  as  to  a  par- 
ticular tax,  it  would  be  held  to  mean  lliat 
that  tax  was  to  be  taken  first  among  those 
fhich  were  to  be   altered,  reduced,  or 
^abolished.     Now,  he  could  not  admit,  so 
far  as  he  was  conceruetl,  the  doctrine  that 
Plhe   Cnrriago  Tax  was  so  bad   that  it 
bhould  be  repealed   before  other  taxes. 
jHe  would  give  instances  of  one  or  two 
ixes  whicli  had  been  the  subject  of  dis- 
fcussion,  and  which  it  was  said  ought  to 
pbo  repealed.     They  had  had  an  iuterest- 
king  debate  on  the  subject  of  tobacco  not 
Mong  since  ;   and  the  argument  had  been 
lj>ut  forward,  not  without  effect,  that  the 
time  had  come  when  the  Ad.  per  pound 
imposed  a  few  years  ago  might  safi-ly 
be  taken  off.     It  was  imposed,  the  House 
was  told,  only  as  a  temporary  measure  ; 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  North  Devon  said,  the  other  day, 
that  he  hoped  the  time  would  soon  come 
^■■when  it  would  be  possible  to  lake  it  off. 
^Vlf  the  Motion  of  the  noble  Lord  were 
^Bcarried,  the  tax  on  carriages  would  be 
^vtaken  off  first.     There  had  been  no  little 
^■discussion  lately  in  the  Press  about  the 
^PKailway  Duty,  and  his  hon.  Friend  be- 
hind him  had  a  Motion  to  take  off  the 
rest  of  the  duty.     On  tliat  ho  expressed 
no  opinion ;    but  certainly,  if  the  Mo- 
tion  of    the   noble   Lord    was   carried, 
the  Carriage  Tax  would  have  precedence 
of    the    Railway    Duty.      There    were 
Pother  taxes  which  had  been  the  subject 
fof  discussion,   and   as  to  which  strong 
I  representations  had  been  made.     Take, 
tfor  instance,  the  Death  Duties.     He  ad- 
Ijnitted  there  were   some   who  thought 
I'the  Death  Duties  might  be  increased; 
Itut  there  were  others  who  thought  that 
'  ft  considerable  remis-sion  in  the  aggre- 
'  gate  amount  received  ought  to  be  con- 
^ ceded  by  the  Treasury.     That  remission 
►must  give  precedence  to   the  Carriage 
[Duty  if  the  Motion  of  the  noble  Lord 
rere  carried.    Then  there  was  a  strong 
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feeling  on  the  subject  of  the  Marine 
Insurance  Duty.  But  the  repeal  of 
tho  Marine  Insurance  Duty  would  have 
to  g^ive  way,  if  the  Motion  of  the  noble 
Lord  were  carried ;  but  there  wns  a  more 
important  duty.  His  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  the  City  of  London  (Mr. 
Alderman  "W.  Lawrence)  had  brought 
several  times  before  the  House  the  ques- 
tion of  the  House  Tax,  and  his  hon. 
Friend  tho  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
and  others  had  admitted  thot  there 
were  groat  anomalies  in  the  tax,  aud 
it  had  been  urged  that  in  redressing 
thorn  it  might  be  necessary  to  sa- 
criBce  a  certain  amount  of  Revenue. 
But  here,  again,  they  would  be  unable 
to  deal  with  tho  House  Tax  if  tliis  Reso- 
lution should  be  adopted.  There  was  a 
much  more  important  class  of  duties 
still — the  duties  on  ten,  coffee,  and  dried 
fruits,  which  a  very  large  section  of  the 
House,  with  which  be  sympathized, 
wished  to  reduce  or  abolish.  Were 
they  to  give  precedence  to  the  tax  on 
carriages  before  carrying  further  the 
proposals  for  a  free  breakfast  table? 
The  tax  on  gold  and  silver  plate  was 
small,  and  might  be  expected  not  to 
stand  In  the  way.  Still,  the  supporters 
of  its  repeal,  like  those  who  would  deal 
with  patent  medicines  and  the  like,  must 
bo  taken  into  account.  There  was  an- 
other groat  demand  affecting  the  power 
of  the  House  to  reduce  taxes — namely, 
for  aid  in  relief  of  local  burdens, 
the  charee  for  which  must,  to  a  large 
extent,  whether  it  wos  direct  or  indirect, 
fall  on  the  Exchequer.  Now,  was  the 
noble  Lord  prepared  to  say  that  the 
repeal  of  this  particular  tax  should 
take  precedence  of  the  measures  for 
giving  relief  to  local  burdens,  which, 
whatever  form  they  took,  must  heavily 
burden  the  Exchequer?  On  these  grounds 
alone,  it  would  be  impolitic  in  Parlia- 
ment to  take  one  particular  tax  for  re- 
mission out  of  the  dozen  to  which  grave 
objection  might  be  urged,  and  virtually 
call  on  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
to  deal  with  that  particular  tax  before 
adopting  any  measure  of  relief.  And 
now  a  word  or  two  on  the  tax  itself. 
Nobody  would  deny  that,  in  tho  main, 
the  tax  fell  upon  the  rich.  There  were 
some,  no  doubt,  who  could  not  avoid 
using  carriages  —  professional  people, 
for  example — who  might  not  belong  to 
the  rich  or  the  well-to-do  classes ;  but 
they  bore  a  very  small  proportion  of  tho 
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tax.  If  he  were  to  hazard  a  guess,  ho 
should  Bay  that  about  three-fourths  at 
least  of  the  duty  was  paid  by  the 
wealthy.  Therefore,  by  that  Resolution 
they  siugled  out  a  tax,  not  like  taxes  on 
tea,  cotfee,  and  tobaceo,  which  were 
mainly  paid  by  the  poor,  but  a  tax 
which  was  mainly  jiaid  by  the  rich  ;  and 
the  House  would  dedure,  if  it  adopted 
the  Resolution,  that  the  first  taxpayer 
to  he  relieved  should  be  mainly  the  rich 

Eeople  in  Great  Britain,  for  in  Ireland, 
0  might  remark,  no  Carriage  Tax  was 
paid.  On  that  ground  alone,  he  con- 
fessed that  he  should  see  grave  objec- 
tion to  that  Resolution.  But  the  noble 
Lord  said  it  might  be  true  that  the  rich 
in  the  main  paid  that  duty ;  but  inci- 
dentally it  fell  on  those  who  built  car- 
riages. That  was  true.  Every  tax  on 
articles  of  manufacture,  although  it  fell 
directly  on  those  who  had  the  advan- 
tage of  the  article  produced,  incident- 
ally fell  on  the  manufacturer,  whoever 
he  might  be.  But  that  afforded  no 
reason  why  they  should  single  out  a 
tax  that  was  paid  mainly  by  the  rich, 
merely  because  it  incidcutully  touched 
those  who  wore  engaged  in  the  trade  of 
making  the  tasod  article.  The  uoblo 
Lord  had  alluded  to  some  incidents  of 
the  tax,  and  had  repeated  the  figures 
given  by  a  deputation  which  waited 
upon  him  some  months  ago.  Many  of 
these  were  doubtless  not  far  wrong  ;  but 
he  must  except  those  of  the  numbers 
in  the  trade  and  the  annual  turnover, 
which,  he  was  satisfied,  had  not  been 
Buificiently  worked  out.  The  turnover, 
he  felt  satisfied,  was  much  larger  than 
the  amount  that  was  estimated  by  tlie 
deputation  to  which  he  had  referred, 
and  fi-om  the  report  of  which  the  noble 
Lord  had  quoted.  Then  the  uoblo  Lord 
said — "  You  select  a  particular  form  of 
locomotion  for  taxation  ;  but  j^ou  leave 
other  forms  of  locomotion  untaxed ;  " 
and  he  particularly  mentioned  railways. 
The  railways,  the  noble  Lord  said,  paid 
only  a  small  tax  as  compared  with  the 
owners  of  carriages.  Now,  he  had  read 
that  morning  the  report  of  a  speech 
made  by  a  great  EniUvay  Chairman,  in 
which  he  alluded  to  the  incidence  of  the 
Railway  Duty,  and  certainly  his  idea  of 
its  incidence  was  very  dillbront  fiom 
that  of  the  noble  Loixl.  lie  described  it 
in  strong  language  as  very  heavy.  The 
produce  of  the  Railway  Passenger  Duty 
was  something  over   £400,000    a-year. 

Hie  Chancellor  of  th«  JEtcehtjuer 


and  that  of   (he  Carriage  Duty  somi- 
thing  over  £550,000;   so  that  there  was 
no   great  excess  in  the  Carriage  Duty 
over  the  Railway  Duty.     Then  the  noble 
Lord  said — ''Look  what   a  nuniber  of 
second-hand  carriages  are  to  bo  found  ia 
all  the  carriage-builders'  shops.      That 
is  because  persons  who  want  a  new  car- 
riage before  their  old  one  is  worn  out  are 
driven  by  the  ta.\  to  send  the  latter  to  the 
coachmakcr,  wtu)  has  to  make  them  an 
allowance  for  it  in  the  price  of  the  new 
carriage."     Now,  judging  from  hia  own 
experience,  the  price  given  for  an  old 
carriage  was  very  small  indeed ;   and  he 
did  not  think  the  transaction  was  a  very 
lucrative  one   for   those  who  kept  car- 
riages.    The  argument  was  exactly  the 
other  way.      But  the  noble   Lord    had 
referred  to  the  state  of  things  abroad  in 
connection  with  that  question.     On  that 
subject  he  had  a  good  deal  of  couversii- 
tion  with  the  intelligent  deputation  whic' 
waited  upon  him;  and  he  had  since  made 
inquiries  as  to  Carriage  Taxes  abroad — 
particularly  in  France,  the  country  to  be 
compared  most  properly  with  our  own. 
Hungary  or  Austria  could  bear  no  com- 
parison withEngland  as  to  the  useof  car 
riages;  but  in  France,  especially  in  Pari 
the  use  of  carriages  almost  approach 
that  of  England.     Through  the  kindness 
of  Lord  Granville,  he  had  obtained  f^rj^ 
full  information  from  the  French  G- 
vemment  as  to  the  Carriage  Duties  there.' 
He  was  not  speaking  now  of  the  muni- 
cipal charges  paid  in  Paris  and  other 
French  tuwns  for  cabs  and  other  vehicl 
plying  for  hire,  which  were  very  heavy, 
but  of  the  Government  tax  on  carriages 
That  tax  was  far  larger  than  it  was  in 
England.     In  Paris  the  Government  tax 
on  a  four-wheeled  carriage  was  (iOfranoi 
per  annum,  on  a  two-wheeled  carriag 
■10  francs,  uud  on  every  horse  25  francs.! 
Those  wore  the  duties  paid  in  Paris  \>y\ 
the  owners  of  carriages  as  part  of  the 
Inland  Revenue.      In   other   places    in 
France  there  was  a  sort  of  sliding  scale  ;J 
but   iu  I'nris  and  in  France  gonerulljf 
the  Carriage  Tax  was  far  higher  thaal 
in  this  country.     The  state  of  things  iai 
France   was   far   more   burdensome   oni 
carriage  owners  than  it  was  here ;  and 
yet  iu  France  ho  had  heard  of  no  cuU'^ 
plaint  of  the  large  number  of  secoudii 
hand  carriages  accumulated  inthehandi 
of  the  coachmakers.     The  fact  was,  car-l 
riages  were  not   the  only  second-hand] 
articles  that  accumulated  in  the  hands ' 
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of  tho  makers.  Tho  owners  of  pinno- 
fortoB  often  preferrod,  after  using  them 
a  certain  time,  to  send  them  back  into 
the  hands  of  the  maker,  and  get  new 
instruments ;  but  there  was  no  tax  on 
pianos.  Tbat  practice  in  roganl  to  car- 
riages was  not  tho  consequence  of  the 
tax  at  all,  but  tbe  consequence  of  the 
habits  of  the  country.  Ho  did  not  think 
tliat  the  smallness  of  tlie  increase  in  tho 
number  of  carriages  kept  from  year  to 
year,  as  the  nublo  Lord  supposed,  had 
practically  anything  to  do  with  the  duly. 
In  point  of  fact,  tho.se  wlio  kept  car- 
riages had  largely  benefited  by  recent 
legislation.  The  repeal  of  the  Horse 
Duty  and  tho  abolition  of  turnpikes 
had  been  a  great  relief  to  them  ;  but 
those  measures  had  not  led  to  more  car- 
riages and  horses  being  used.  There- 
fore, he  could  not  see  that  the  Carnage 
Dulj-  had  the  effcot  which  the  noble  Lord 
supposed.  The  tax  constituted  a  very 
trifling  percentage  in  the  cost  of  keep- 
ing a  carriage,  and  could  not  bo  called 
burdensome  to  those  who  had  to  pay  it ; 
and  for  these  reasons  he  trusted  that 
the  House  would  not  adopt  the  Besolu- 
tion  of  tho  noble  Lord. 

Sir  ROBERT  PEEL  said,  he  thought 
that  the  statement  of  tho  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  raised  an  issue  altogether 
foreign  to  the  point  raised  by  the  noble 
Lord.  The  Motion  said  that  that  tax 
was  exceptional  in  its  diaructer  and  iu- 
jurious  to  the  interests  of  a  particular 
trade.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer told  them  that  there  was  a 
series  of  taxes  open  to  gp-ave  objection, 
among  them  being  the  duty  on  tobacco, 
tho  Tea  Duty,  the  Railway  Duty,  the 
Marine  Insurance  Duty  ;  and  ho  asked 
whether  the  Carriage  Duty  ought  to  have 
tho  precedence  over  those  taxes  ?  Now 
he  would  point  out  that  that  was  the 
only  annual  tax  on  a  useful  manufac- 
tured article  in  this  country.  Moreover, 
then?  were  not  only  some  '.'fiiOOO  skilled 
nrtizans  directly  interested  in  that 
trade  ;  but  a  vast  number  of  collateral 
trades  depended  on  the  success  and  the 
excellence  of  the  work  which  those 
26,000  skilled  artizans  were  employed  in 
perfecting ;  and  he  maintained  that  that 
ibeing  very  injurious  to  trade  ought  to 
Fabolished.  Adeputation  had  waited  on 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  a  short  time 
ago  in  connection  with  this  subject.  lie 
had  given  that  deputatiou,  he  beliovod, 
encouragement;  but  it  was  a  remark- 


able fact  that  in  addition  to  that  depu- 
tation the  Chambers  of  Commerce 
throughout  the  country  had  dealt  with 
the  question.  He  found  ou  inquiry  that 
the  Chambers  of  Commerce  of  London, 
Bristol,  Derby,  Newcastle,  Worcester, 
and  Leicester  had  all  passed  resolutions 
in  favour  of  the  remission  of  this  tax. 
Besides  these  Bodies  very  important 
meetings  at  Bath  and  Manchester  had 
dealt  with  the  quo.stion  ;  and,  as  had 
been  pointed  out,  even  the  Prime 
Minister  himself  had  advocated  some 
years  ago  the  remission  of  this  tax. 
Tho  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
acknowledged  that  the  complaint  of  the 
deputation  was  well  founded.  The 
trade  snid  that  the  overturn  of  their 
business  in  the  year  was  £2, .500,000; 
the  amount  of  tax  it  had  to  pay  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  about 
£.34.'), 000  a-year.  Ho  asked  tho  House, 
therefore,  whether  the  subject  was  not 
worthy  of  consideration  ?  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  said  that  the  tax  was 
one  which  fell  mostly  upon  the  rich. 
This  was  a  gntat  mistake.  Everyone 
kniw  that  in  commercial  and  industrial 
districts,  where  there  was  hardly  any 
resident  gentry,  the  carriage  became 
almost  an  article  of  livelihood  to  tho 
neighbourhood.  Ho  thought  there  was 
great  force  in  the  Motion  of  the  noble 
Ijord,  and  he  hoped  the  House  would 
not  put  it  aside  merely  upon  the  asser- 
tion of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
that  there  wore  so  many  other  taxes 
which  ought  to  bo  considered,  and  that 
this  tax  on  carriages  ought  not  to  have 
the  preference. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  said,  he  did  not 
agree  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
who  had  just  spoken  that  the  manufac- 
turers of  carriages  paid  this  tax.  He 
recognized  that  the  tax  fell  mainly  on 
the  rich ;  but  the  manner  in  which  it 
operated  against  the  manufacturers  of 
carriages  was  to  cause  the  rich  people 
to  keep  a  smaller  number  of  carriages 
in  consequence  of  the  tax.  If  they 
freed  the  trade  of  this  tax,  therefore,  they 
would  give  an  impetus  to  it,  and  create 
a  larger  demand  for  carriages.  Thrn'o 
were  two  ways  of  looking  at  the  ques- 
tion— first,  as  a  tax  upon  a  luxury,  and 
next  as  a  tax  upon  industry.  So  far  as 
tho  tax  was  a  tax  upon  luxury  paid  for 
by  the  rich,  he  approved  of  it.  It  was 
a  good  tax.  So  far  as  it  acted  as  a 
restraint  upon  an  important  manufac- 
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tore  ho  disapproved  of  it ;  it  was  a  bad 
tax.  AVhat  the  House  had  to  consider 
was  whether  it  did  more  good  in  the 
one  direction  or  more  harm  in  the  other. 
After  fully  considering  the  matter  for 
some  years,  he  coufessc^d  his  opinion 
was  that  the  tax  did  mure  harm  in  re- 
straining a  trade  than  it  did  good  as  a 
tax  upon  luxury ;  and  he  thought, 
therefore,  the  tax  ought  as  soon  as 
possible  to  bo  abolished.  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  admitted  that  it 
was  not  a  good  tax — at  least,  he  mildly 
condemned  it ;  and  his  answer  was  prac- 
tically that  he  could  not  afford  to  take 
it  ofl',  because  there  were  a  number  of 
other  taxes  which  competed  for  his 
attention  when  he  had  any  surplus  to 
dispose  of.  There  were,  for  example, 
the  Tobacco  Duty,  the  Eailway  Duty, 
the  Death  Duties,  local  burdens,  marine 
insurance,  and  the  duty  on  gold  and 
silver  plate.  He  (Mr.  Anderson)  had 
on  previous  occasions  advocated  the 
taking  off  of  the  Marine  Insurance 
Duty  and  the  duty  on  gold  and  silver 
plate,  because  he  thought  those  duties 
were  in  restraint  of  a  manufacturing  in- 
dustry. He  maintained,  therefore,  that 
the  taxes  on  gold  and  silver  plate, 
marine  insurance,  and  on  carriages  were 
directly  in  restraint  of  manufacturing 
industry,  and  ought  to  be  taken  oil. 
The  right  hou.  Gentleman  also  men- 
tioned the  Tea  and  OoU'ee  Duties.  Ho 
had  before  now  advocated  the  reduction 
of  those  duties ;  and  what  he  complained 
of  was  that  while  the  right  hon.  Geiitlo- 
man  condemned  a  great  many  taxes  and 
said  they  were  bad  and  ought  to  be 
taken  otl',  he  did  not  avail  himself  of  his 
opportunities  to  take  them  off  when  he 
could.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
this  year  no  loss  a  sum  than  £5,000,000 
dropping  into  his  hands  by  the  expiry 
of  Terminable  Annuities.  Why  could 
not  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  have  used 
some  part  of  that  surplus  in  remoNing 
these  most  objectionable  taxes.  That 
could  have  been  done,  and  a  large  part 
of  the  sum  used  for  the  reduction  of  the 
Debt.  Instead  of  doing  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  kept  on  all  these  ob- 
jectionable taxes,  however  bad  thej' 
might  be,  in  order  that  he  might  use 
the  whole  amount  of  tho  e.xpired 
Terminable  Annuities  to  make  a  groat 
flourish  about  the  reduction  of  the  Debt 
Instead  of  relieving  the  present  genera- 
tion of  manufacturers   and   taxpayers, 
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the  Cliancellor  of  the  Exchequer  throw 
the  relief  on  to  some  future  generation, 
about  which  they  knew  nothing  at  all. 
Tliere  was  another  way  in  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  might  make  a 
very  considerable  amount  of  money  thut 
would  help  him  a  good  deal.  He  was  y 
glad  the  proposal  to  issue  bogus  hnlf-  i 
sovereigns  had  been  dropped.  If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  instead  of  issuing 
bogus  half-sovereigns,  would  issue  al 
reasonable  quantity  of  paper  money 
— both  £1  notes  and  10».  notes — 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and 
the  country  also  would  obtain  great 
benefit.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
missed  one  golden  opportunity  for  re- 
moving these  taxes,  and  it  was  im- 
possible t(i  say  when  he  would  Gnd 
another. 

Mr.  MACFAELANE  said,  ho  did  not! 
think  the  tax  affected  the  coachbuilder 
to  anything  like  the  extent  which  had 
been  stated.     Ho  looked  upon  tho  tax 
as  strictly  a  rich  man's  tax,  and  there- 
fore it  was  one  of  the  best  taxes  in  use. 
He  believed  that  no   man   who    could 
afford  to  keep  a  carriage  was  deterred 
from  doing  so  by  this  impost.     A  refer- 
ence had  been  made   to   the  Tea  and 
Coffee  Duties  ;  but  what,  ho  asked,  was 
tho  actual  comparison  between  the  old 
woman  who   drank    tea    and    the    old 
gentleman  who   rode  in  his   carriage? 
Tho  old  woman  paid   100  per  cent  on 
every  pound  of  tea  she  drank,  while  thej 
Carriage  Tax  only  amounted  to  2  or  3  per  I 
cent.     The  working    man,  too,  paid  nl 
duty  of  COO  to   700    per   cent    on    his  I 
tobacco.     If  the  question  were  pressed! 
to  a  Division  ho  would  vote  against  tho 
Motion. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  BUXTON  expressed^ 
a  hope  that  tho  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer would  see  his  way  to  abolishingl 
the  Pn.ssenger  Duty,  which  all'ected  far! 
more  people  than  the  Carriage  Tax.  Ho 
(Mr.  F.  Buxton)  was  in  favour  of  the 
abolition  of  all  duties  on    locomotion ; 
but  if  the  effect  of  passing  this  Besolu*! 
tion  were  to  be  to  abolish  the  Carriage 
Duty    rather    than   the  Bailway   Pas- 
senger Duty,  he  must  vote  against  the 
Motion  of  the  noble  Ixird. 

Mk.  ILLINGWOETH  said.  h« 
thought  tho  grievance  of  the  carriage 
makers  was  more  fancied  than  real.  Hfl 
did  not  believe  that  it  affected  tho  car-' 
riage  industry.  No  doubt  there  was 
stagnation  in  the  trade,  but  there  was 


521 


Parliament — 


[JvLY  25,  1884)  Public  Butinsu. 


522 


depression  all  over  the  country,  and  car- 
riages bc'inji^  a  luxury  ^vo^e  naturally 
one  of  the  ^rst  things  that  people  gave 
up.  There  were  many  taxes  that  the 
Ohancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ought  to 
have  taken  the  opportunity  before  now 
of  abolishing  or  reducing,  instead  of  in- 
dulging in  an  heroic  plan  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  National  Debt.  He  agreed 
with  the  hon.  Member  for  Glasgow  (Mr. 
Anderson)  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  was  doing  rather  too  much 
for  posterity  in  his  endeavours  to  re- 
duce the  interest  on  the  National  Debt. 
He  thought  there  was  no  case  to  be 
urged  for  the  abolition  of  the  Can-iage 
Taxes  in  comparison  with  the  claims  of 
tea  and  tobacco.  Ten  was  consumed  to 
an  enormous  extent,  and  the  duty  on  it 
was  di.'ipruportiouately  large.  He  would 
urge  that  it  was  to  the  advantage  of  the 
country,  consumers,  producers,  aod  tax- 
payers, that  we  .should  lessea  the  pro- 
portion of  indirect  taxation,  and  go 
to  the  more  scientific  principle  of  direct 
taxation.  That  sj-etem  would  be  far 
preferable  to  the  present  crude  and  un- 
just system  of  levying  taxes  not  in  pro- 
portion to  the  ability  to  pay,  but  on 
the  amount  of  the  article  actually  con- 
sumed. 

Mr.  DUCKHAM  said,  he  did  not 
consider  that  the  Carriage  Tax  seriously 
affected  an  important  industry.  It  was 
atax  paid  by  those  who  used  the  vehicles, 
and  its  effect  upon  the  manufacturers, 
he  thought,  must  bo  very  infinitesimal. 
As  a  Local  Taxation  Reformer,  he  con- 
sidered it  to  be  a  tax  that  should  be 
transferred  from  Imperial  to  Local  Au- 
thority. Upon  the  removal  of  the  turn- 
pike gates  the  Chambers  of  Agriculture 
strongly  urged  that  the  horse  and  vehicle 
tax  should  be  so  tranhferred  ;  but,  un- 
fortunately, one  of  the  first  acts  done  by 
the  late  Government  was  to  repeal  the 
Horse  Tax,  althoughthat  repeal  was  com- 
xatively  unasked  for ;  and  the  over- 
rdened  ratepayers  had  their  burden 
most  seriously  increased,  the  gates  being 
removed  without  any  equitable  provision 
being  made  for  the  future  maintenance 
of  tlie  roads.  And  now  an  attempt  was 
made  to  obtain  a  further  repeal,  and 
that  of  a  tax  j'ielding  upwards  of 
£500,000  annually,  and  that,  too,  a  tax 
borne  principally  by  the  wealthy.  He 
(Mr.  Duckham)  hoped  that  the  right 
lion.  Gentleman  would  consider  the  cry 
gf  the  heavily  taxed  urban   and  rural 


ratepayers.  They  had  been  promised 
substantial  relief.  The  transference  of 
Imperial  taxe-i  had  been  shadowed  forth 
by  the  Government  ns  the  source  from 
whence  to  expect  that  relief;  but  he 
failed  to  sec  how  that  promise  could  be 
carried  into  effect  if  such  taxes  were 
frittered  away. 

Mr.  WHITLEY  said,  he  did  not 
think  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  met  the  real  question — namely,  that 
that  tax  was  the  only  existing  tax  upon 
industry.  The  interests  of  this  country 
were  suffering  in  every  direction ;  and 
though  hon.  Members  had  spoken  of 
the  other  classes  who  were  suffering 
from  an  excess  of  taxation,  it  had  been 
forgotten  that  those  taxes  affected  the 
whole  section  of  citizens,  whereas  the 
Can-iage  Tax  was  put  upon  a  class  who 
were  also  subject  to  other  taxes.  He 
had  never  heard  that  the  rich  scrupled 
to  pay  the  tax;  but  there  was  a  very 
strong  feeling  on  the  part  of  those  en- 
gaged in  the  trade,  on  the  part  of  a  large 
number  of  workmen  who  were  struggling 
for  their  living,  that  the  tax  being  the 
only  one  which  pressed  on  industry  and 
labour  was  one  which  ought  to  be  re- 
pealed at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
avoided  that  question,  and  had  never 
alluded  to  the  exceptional  nature  of  the 
tax,  that  it  was  one  dealing  entirely 
with  labour,  and  therefore  essentially 
ditlerent  from  other  taxes.  On  those 
gi-ounds  he  should  support  the  Motion 
of  his  noblo  Friend. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes  93 ;  Noes 
38  :  Majority  35.— (Div.  List,  No.  183.) 

Main  Question  proposed,  "  That  Mr. 
Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chair." 

PARLIAMENT  —  PUBLIC    BUSIOTISS  — 

PROCEDURE-HOUSE  OF  LORDS 

BILLS.— OBSERVATIONS. 

Mb.  W  a  E  T  0  N,  in  who.se  name 
the  following  Notice  stood  upon  the 
Paper : — 

••To  call  attention  to  tho  proceduru  in  thia 
Huuso  with  respect  to  Bills  brought  from  tho 
House  of  Peers ;  nnd  to  move  tho  following 
Reaolulion  : — '  That  all  Bills  brouffht  from  the 
House  of  Peers  b«  read  tho  first  time  bj-  an- 
Douncement  from  the  Chair,  and  that  one  clear 
day  at  the  Icoat  intervene  between  the  first  and 
second  readings  of  such  Billti.  That  this  Ro- 
Bolutiou  be  a  Standing  Order  of  this  Uouso,' " 
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snid,  there  was,  in  the  procedure  of  the 
House,  an  evil  with  regard  to  Bills 
brought  from  the  Lords,  and  thnt  was 
that  they  were  read  a  first  time  na  a 
matter  of  course.  A  Bill  might  bo 
brought  down  one  evening,  read  a  first 
time,  and  the  very  next  morning  might 
be  down  for  second  reading.  With  re- 
gard to  the  first  part  of  his  Resolution, 
an  improvement  had  boon  made  in  the 
practice,  because  Mr.  Speaker  had  been 
careful  to  announce  fi-om  the  Chair  Bills 
coming  from  tho  Lords  ;  and,  therefore, 
the  first  evil  seemed  to  have  been  re- 
medied. "What  ho  would  ask,  however, 
was  that,  when  a  Bill  came  down  fi-om 
the  Lords,  Notice  of  that  fact  might  be 
put  upon  the  Papers  distributed  to 
Members  in  the  morning.  The  Prime 
Minister,  who  always  spoke  of  the  ma- 
jority in  that  House  aer  a  thing  to  be 
regarded  as  sacred,  was  in  the  habit  of 
characterizing  a  majority  of  the  House 
of  Lords  as  a  more  majority  or  a  sheer 
•aaajority.  Although  the  Forms  of  the 
House  would  prevent  him  from  moving 
the  Resolution  of  which  he  had  given 
Notice,  he  trusted  that,  as  he  had  on  a 
former  occasion  withdrawn  his  Notice 
on  this  subject  to  facilitate  progress 
being  made  with  the  Franchise  Bill,  the 
Pi'iuie  Minister  would  give  him  an  as- 
surance that  he  would  give  tho  matter 
his  favourable  considoration. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  I  beg  to  as.sure 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  that  I 
retain  a  full  recollection  of  his  courtesy 
on  a  former  occasion  in  allowing  us  to 
proceed  with  other  matters,  and  I  hope 
that  a  recollection  of  such  Parliamentary 
goodwill  will  not  easily  be  effaced  from 
my  mind.  I  am  afraid,  however,  that  I 
ahould  fail  in  my  duty  if  I  were  to  per- 
mit a  grateful  recollection  of  that  courtesy 
and  of  my  obligation  to  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  to  give  a  bias  to  my 
view  of  the  merits  of  any  particular 
question  ;  and,  therefore,  I  feel  bound 
to  look  at  his  proposition  in  a  spirit  of 
rigid  impartiality,  and  in  the  result  I 
cannot  say  that  I  regard  it  altiigether 
with  favour.  In  dealing  with  this  ques- 
tion we  must  fall  back  upon  the  prin- 
ciple which  men  necessarily  apply  to  a 
great  portion  of  the  transactions  of  this 
life,  which  is  not  to  make  an  alteration 
in  an  established  Rule  without  good 
cause  being  shown.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  seeks  to  introduce  an 
exception  into  the  established  proceed- 
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ings  of  this  House,  and  I  must  presume 
that  in  practice  the  Rule  which  he  seeks 
to  alter  has  been  found  convenient ;  and 
neither  my  Colleagues  nor  myself  have 
ever  heard  that  any  inconvenience  has 
arisen    from    the    mode    of    procedure 
adopted  by  this  House  in  reference  to 
Bills  coming  down  to  us  from  the  House 
of    Lords.      That    mode    of    procedure 
simply  implies  the  existence  of  a  certain 
amount  of   courtesy    between   the   two 
Houses  of  Parliament,  and  that  the  fact 
that  a  measure  has  passed  through  one 
of  the  Houses  of  the  Legislature  affords 
a  presumption  favourable  to  a  Bill,  not 
as  regards  its  merits,  but  merely  that  it 
should  receive  an  early  introduction  into 
the  other.     That  is  a  principle  which  I 
regard  as  being  reasonable  in  itself;  and 
if  we  were  to  depart  from  it,   it  might 
possibly   follow    that    counter    projects 
"elsewhere"  might  diminish  the  facilities 
which   Bills  coming   from   this    House 
receive  "elsewhere."  The  ditl'erence  be- 
tween  tho   practice   as   regards   a   Bill 
originally  introduced    into  this    House 
and  a  Bill  coming  down  from  tho  House 
of  Lords  is  that  the  latter  Bill  gains  a 
single  day,  in  consequence  of  its  having 
passed  through  tho  House  of  Lords  by 
reason  of  no  Notice  of  the  intention  to 
move  for  leave  to  introduce  it  being  re- 
quired.     I  do  not  see    how  any  more 
limited  privilege  can  be  accorded  to  a 
measure  coming  down  to  us  from  the 
House  of  Lords  if  there  is  to  be  any 
privilege  at  all  in  tlie  matter.     But  then 
the  lion,  and  learned  Gentleman    puts 
forward  another  argument  derived  from 
the  half-past  1 2  o'clock  Rule.     He  says 
that   tho   indulgouco    accorded  to  Bills 
coming  from  the   House  of  Lords  pre- 
vents the  sweeping  application  of  that 
Rule.     Perhaps  I  do  not  take  so  high  a 
view  of  that  Rule  as  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  does.      I  nra  not  a  decided 
opponent  of  it  by  any  means ;  but  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  seems  to 
idealize  and  to  worship  it,   and  to   be 
desirous  of  elevating  it  into  the  Magna 
Charta  of  Parliament.     He  appears  to 
think  that  it  is  a  principle  of  such  wide 
scope  and  so  consecrated  in  its  character 
that  on  no  account  must  anything  be 
allowed  to  limit  its  application  to  any 
measure  to  which  it  is  capable  of  being 
applied.     I  must  say  that  I  am  not  ahlo 
to   accompany    tho    hon.    and    learned 
Member  in  his  view  of  the  matter.     The 
amount  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Qoa- 
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tleman's  grievance  is  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  tho  system  adopted  in  regard 
to  Bills  coming  from  the  House  of  Lords, 
the  blocking  of  such  Bills  cannot  be 
mndo  applicable  to  tho  second  reading 
if  the  Bill  goes  forward  da  die  in  diem, 
except  in  tho  single  caso  where  the 
Alonibcr  has  not  happened  to  perceive 
the  announcement  of  the  introduction  of 
the  Bill.  I  admit  that  very  often  a 
Member  may  not  be  present,  or  the 
announcement  of  tho  Bill  may  take 
place,  as  it  does  sometimes,  at  the  close 
of  the  proceedings,  in  which  case  he 
loses  the  opportunity  of  Mocking  Bills 
on  the  second  rending.  But  what  does 
that  amount  to  ?  Tho  hon.  Member 
may,  if  he  thinks  fit,  block  the  Bills  at 
their  Committee  stage 

Mr.  WARTON  :  That  is  not  enough. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  That  exactly 
illustrates  what  I  was  just  saying.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's  enthusiasm 
0!i  this  subject  is  well  coleulated  to  in- 
spire sympathy ;  but  we  must  be  upon 
our  guard  against  the  too  great  indul- 
gence of  that  kind  of  sympathy ;  and, 
on  the  whole,  I  think  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  ought  to  rest  content 
with  his  power  of  blocking  these  Bills  at 
their  Committee  stage,  if  by  chance  the 
fact  of  the  announcement  of  their  intro- 
duction has  escaped  his  vigilance.  Upon 
these  grounds  I  feel  bound  to  say  that 
I  cannot  concur  in  tho  proposal  of  tho 
hon.  and  learned  Member. 

CENTRAL  ASIA  —  RUSSIAN  ADVANCE. 

OBSKaVATIONS. 

Mil.  MACFABLANE,  who  had  given 
Notice  of  his  intention  to  call  attention 
to  the  advance  of  Eussia  in  Central  Asia, 
with  the  view  of  moving  a  Resolution 
to  the  effect  that  tho  advance  of  Russia 
to  Merv  and  Sarakhs  endangers  tlie 
safety  of  Herat,  threatens  the  independ- 
ence and  integ^-ity  of  Afghanistan,  and 
is  deserving  of  the  most  serious  con- 
sideration of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
said,  that  there  were  many  reasons  why 
he  should  not  proceed  with  his  Resolu- 
tion. In  the  first  place,  the  House  being 
occupied  with  things  near  at  hand  would 
jiay  no  attention  to  matters  which  were 
occurring  at  a  distance.  He  was  not 
one  of  those  who  held  that  the  British 
lion  should  go  growling  about  the  world, 
wagging  its  tail,  and  seeking  matters  of 
quarrel  on  every  side ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  he  conceived  that  where  this  couu- 


try  really  possessed  interests,  the  British 
lion  should  let  it  be  generally  known 
that  ho  was  prepared  to  defend  them. 
In  tho  next  place,  ho  believed  that  at 
length  the  Indian  Government  had  be- 
come alive  to  tho  importance  of  this 
question,  and  that  tho  policy  of  masterly 
inactivity,  or,  as  he  should  rather  say, 
of  dastardly  inactivity-,  which  they  had 
followed  with  regard  to  it  had  come  to 
an  end.  As  he  believed  that  the  Oo- 
vemraent  of  India  were  now  alive  to  the 
importance  of  this  question,  he  should 
be  content  to  leave  it  in  their  hands  until 
next  Session. 

Mb.  J.  K.  CROSS  said,  that  he  could 
assure  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  he  waa 
not  wrong  in  supposing  that  tho  Go- 
vernment of  India  wore  fully  alivo  to 
the  importance  of  the  matter  referred  to  ; 
and  after  that  assurance  ho  hoped  the 
hon.  Gentleman  would  not  further  press 
it  upon  the  attention  of  the  Housu. 

POOR  LAW   (IREL.VND)— ELECTION  OP 
tiUARDIANS,    NEWRY     UNION  —  IL- 
LEGAL     ACTION      OF     RETUKNINa 
OFFICER.— OBSERVATIONS. 
Mr.  small,  who  had  a  Motion  on 

tho  Paper  in  the  following  terms: — 

"  That,  in  the  opinionof  this  House,  the  action 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  in  Ireland  in 
ncpli'cting  to  hold  an  imiuirj"  into  tho  char(;o8 
made  agiiinat  tho  Ketiirning  Olhcor  of  Nowry 
Union  is  moat  onsatiafactory," 

rose  to  call  attention  to  the  subject.  He 
complained  that  he  and  his  colleague 
were  not  allowed  to  inspect  the  voting 
papers,  which  were  inspected  at  an  ad- 
vanced hotu'.  The  Returning  Officer 
did  not  show  the  smallest  favour  to  him- 
self (Mr.  Small)  or  his  colleagues  at  the 
late  election ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
showed  the  most  unfair  partizanship 
towards  their  opponents.  They  applied, 
on  the  31st  March  last,  to  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  for  na  inquiry  into  tho 
charges  which  they  had  preferred;  but 
notwithstanding  all  their  eflbrt*  that  in- 
quiry had  never  yet  been  held,  although 
the  result  of  it  had  been  to  deprive  them 
of  their  seats.  They  had  not  obtained 
the  smallest  satisfaction.  The  entire 
majority  of  tho  Board  of  the  Newry 
Union  had  been  changed  at  the  election  ; 
and,  although  they  had  made  charges 
against  tho  Returning  Officer,  not  the 
smallest  notice  had  been  taken  of  it. 
They  had  repeatedly  specified  these 
charges ;  but  all   their  complaints  had 
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beon  of  no  avail.  Tho  Returning  Officer 
had,  on  tho  oecnsion  of  tho  scrutiny  of 
the  votes  in  the  Division,  showed  the 
most  marked  animus  against  himself  and 
his  colleagues,  and  said  three  diiys 
before  that  he  knew  what  tho  result  of 
tho  election  would  be.  He  and  his 
colleagues  had  been  told  that  at  the 
scrutiny  of  the  votes  there  had  occurred 
what  was  very  selHom  done  in  the  coun- 
try— namely,  the  counting  in  of  the 
votes  of  political  friends  and  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  votes  of  those  who  did  not 
happen  to  be  political  friends.  It  was, 
considering  all  these  allegations,  n  moat 
extraordinary  thing  that  the  Local  Qo- 
vemment  Board  would  not  grant  an  in- 
quiry, or  even  send  down  an  Inspector  in 
order  to  investigate  the  matter.  He 
would  not  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
prejudge  the  matter;  but  he  would  ask 
him,  as  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  in  Ireland,  to  have  an  iu- 
quiry  granted  into  these  charges. 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  said,  he  had  read 
the  very  voluminous  Papers  in  this  case, 
and  he  should  sny  that  they  appeared 
to  him  to  bear  in  n  very  marked  manner 
on  tho  events  of  tho  past  few  days.  He 
■was  impressed  by  tho  reading  of  the 
documents  with  the  enormous  advan- 
tage to  the  public  at  large  of  the 
prcipopals  contained  in  the  Poor  Law 
Guardians  (Ireland)  Bill,  which  was 
unfortunately  rejected  in  "  another 
place  "  last  night.  He  was  quite  satis- 
fied that  tho  groat  ahusoB,  the  enor- 
mous waste  of  time  of  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board,  and  the  extreme  un- 
certainty of  the  law  relating  to  claims 
to  vote  at  Poor  Law  elections  would  be 
obviated,  and  thoroughly  obviated,  by 
that  Bill.  The  whole  process  of  elec- 
tion was  in  an  unsatisfactory  state. 
When  the  election  approached,  instead 
of  having  a  register  of  electors,  it  was 
left  to  a  clerk  to  settle  who  should  vote. 
Then  voting  papers  were  left  at  houses 
to  be  filled  up  in  circumstances  which 
lent  themselves,  in  a  most  remarkable 
degree,  to  fraud.  It  was  impossible 
that  an  election  could  be  quite  fairly 
conducted  on  such  methods  as  those. 
Then  it  was  not  satisfactory  that  the 
inquiring  into  questions  arising  out  of 
elections  should  rest  with  an  Inspector 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  which 
vrasnot  a  judicial,  but  an  administrative 
body.  He  regretted  very  much  indeed, 
therefore,   that  a  Bill  which  proposed 

Mr.  SmaU 


to  establish  an  excellent  tribunal - 
namely,  tho  County  Court,  to  hear  dis- 
putes arising  out  of  these  elections — a 
tribunal  to  which  no  objection  had  been 
raised  there  or  in  "  another  placo  " — 
had  been  so  summarilj'  rejected ;  and  he 
foresaw  that,  as  a  result  of  that  rejec- 
tion, they  would  have  to  again  entor 
into  a  wilderness  of  mutual  recrimina- 
tion and  mutual  dittrust,  and  go  on 
with  labours  that  were  simply  Hercu- 
lean when  oyery  election  of  Guardians 
arose.  But,  in  tho  present  case,  he  did 
not  think,  ou  such  an  examination  of 
tho  Papers  as  he  had  been  able  to  make, 
that  the  charge  of  personal  animus 
against  the  Returning  Officer  had  been 
made  out.  That  officer,  so  far  as  he 
could  judge,  was  a  painstaking  man, 
who  had  done  his  best  in  the  circum- 
stances. He  was  not,  however,  satisfied 
that  the  question  of  the  return  of  the 
(juardians  had  been  satisfactorily  ascer- 
tained. He  was  much  strucJc  by  the 
magnitude  of  the  contest,  and  the  nar- 
row margin  of  majority  by  which  it  was 
decided.  On  the  whole,  he  had  come 
to  tho  conclusion  that  an  inquiry  from 
head-quarters  ought  to  be  in.stituted  into 
the  conduct  of  the  election,  although  ho 
could  not  then  specify  what  would  be 
the  exact  character  of  the  inquiry.  He 
trustod,  however,  that  no  personal 
charges  would  be  brouglit  forward,  un- 
less really  substantial  grounds  for  such 
cliargps  could  be  furnished.  The  per- 
sonal charges,  in  this  instance,  appeared 
to  him  to  be  somewhat  frivolous  in  their 
nature.  ["Oh:"]  Ho  was  of  that 
opinion  after  having  carefully  read  tho 
Papers.  He  should  communicate  with 
the  Local  Ooverumout  Board  in  order 
to  see  what  course  should  be  taken. 
Poor  Law  inquiries  were  not  so  easy  as 
the  hon.  Member  scorned  to  think,  and 
the  Inspectors  at  present  had  their  time 
fully  occupied. 

Mu.  MOLLOY  said,  he  was  unac- 
quainted with  the  particular  case  in 
question ;  but  so  many  complaints  were 
made  of  a  similar  character,  that  it 
seemed  e^idont  that  the  present  system 
required  amendment.  The  election  of 
Mr.  Farrell,  of  Edenderry  Union,  had 
been  conducted  in  an  equally  unsatis- 
factory manner.  Votes  had  been  re- 
ceived from  persons  on  a  property  quali- 
fication who  had  really  possessed  no 
property  in  the  neighbourhood.  If  the 
Chief  Secretary  admitted  that  injustice 
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existed,  it  was  his  duty  to  see  tliat  jus- 
tici'  was  done.  Wns  be  prepared  to  use 
tlin  powers  iiivostud  in  hiiu? 

Mr.  O'.SULLIVAN  said,  he  hoped 
that  some  Insjioctor  of  experience  would 
be  sent  down  fo  Newry  to  hold  the  in- 
quiry, ns  questions  of  great  difficulty 
•would  arise,  and  that  there  would  be 
no  delay  in  dealing  with  the  matter. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  said, 
that  many  ratepayers  were  deprived  of 
the  right  of  voting  at  Poor  Law  elec- 
tions simply  bfcauso  they  were  not  at 
home  at  the  time  the  policeman  called 
with  the  pajiers.  He  had  received  a 
letter  on  this  matter  from  the  County 
Carlow,  where  it  appeared  that  persons, 
who  had  not  received  voting  papers  on 
the  days  appointed  for  distributing 
them,  applied  to  the  Clerk  of  the  f  nion 
for  them,  but  were  told  that  the  police 
of  the  district  had  already  sent  papers 
to  all  voters.  It  afterwards  turned  out 
that  the  police  had  called  at  the  houses, 
but  tliat,  not  finding  anyone  there,  they 
brought  back  the  papers,  so  that  some 
of  these  persons  liad  no  opportunity  of 
voting. 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  were 
not  present ;  House  counted,  and  40 
Members  being  found  present, 

LAW  ANT)  JUSTICE  (IRELAND)— THE 

TOBBEECUERY  PRISONERS. 

OIISEHVATIONS. 

Me.  sexton,  who  hud  given  Notice 
I  that  he  would  call  attention  to  the  course 

pursued  by  the  Crown  in  the  case  of 
I  the    Tubbercurry    prisoners ;     and    to 

move — 

"  That,  in  tho  opioion  of  this  House,  the  prac- 
I  ticcs  growing  in  Iruland,  of  dolayinp  mnfjistcrial 

Action  in  criminal  rases  by  n-poaU-d  rciniunils, 
[and  of  postponing,  by  adjournment  of  triiila,  the 
[right  of  tho  accused  to  have  hia  case  decided  by 
[a  jury,  are  uncoustitutional,  and  prejudicial  to 
Itbe  interests  of  justice,  and  thcioloro  ought  to 
fha  discontinued," 

I  Baid,  he  had  grievous  ground  of  complaint 
iBgninst  the  Legal  Otficers  of  tho  Crown, 
l&evorul  mouths  had  passed  away  since 
[these  11  men,  who  wore  connected  with 
jtho  county  he  had  the  honour  to  repre- 
'seut,  were  arrested  by  the  police  and 
thrown  into  prison.     They  were  all  per- 
sons of  respectability.     Thf  gravity  of 
[the    charges    against    them  —  treason- 
Ifelony  and  conspiracy  to  murder — made 
lit  the  moro  important  that  they  should 
be   speedily   brought   to   trial.      What 


course  did  the  police  pursue?  They 
began,  and  continued  from  week  to 
woek,  an  unconstitutional  system  of 
private  remands  in  gaol ;  and  when  at- 
tention was  callod  bj-  him  in  that  House 
to  that  proceeding,  they  resorted  to  a 
system  of  eight-day  remands  in  public, 
doling  out  the  evidence  on  each  occasion 
in  driblets.  It  appeared  (juite  plain  that 
the  Crown  was  acting  not  so  much 
from  a  sense  thai  they  had  evidence 
in  their  possession  to  entitle  them  to 
get  a  committal,  as  from  a  hope  that 
chance  circumstances  would  enable  them 
to  eke  out  their  case.  A  promise  was 
at  length  made  on  behalf  of  the  Crown 
that  these  men  should  be  tried  at  tho 
next  ensuing  Sligo  Assizes.  That  pro- 
mise was  not  fulfilled,  and  he  was  in- 
formed the  other  day  by  the  Solicitor 
General  that  an  application  was  made 
by  the  Crown  to  postpone  the  trial,  and 
that  it  was  granted.  In  the  report  of 
what  took  place,  ho  found  it  stated  that 
a  circular,  appealing  for  funds  in  aid  of 
thi'  defence  of  tho  prisoners,  had  been 
distributed  in  the  County  of  Sligo,  and 
that  the  document  was  calculated  to  in- 
tei-fero  with  tho  fairness  of  the  trial. 
Ill-  quite  admitted  that  the  circular  in- 
dicated a  strong  feeling  on  the  part  of 
those  who  sent  it  out ;  but  he  desired  to 
point  out  that  it  was  dated  the  ICth  of 
June,  and  that  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  might  have  used  the  power  he 
had  of  changing  the  venue  some  weeks 
bi'foro  tho  date  fixed  for  the  Sligo  As- 
sizes. The  application  to  postpone  the 
trial  was  not  made  until  the  last  moment, 
and  the  result  was  that  some  of  the  men 
had  to  be  detained  in  prison  for  a  fur- 
ther period.  He  had  to-day  received  a 
letter  from  one  of  the.se  unfortunate 
men,  who  was  a  Poor  Law  Guardian, 
and  occupied  a  respectable  position  in 
Tubbercurrj-.  He  had  now  been  in 
prison  four  months,  separated  from  hia 
family,  his  business  ruined,  his  health 
impaired.  Writing  from  prison  on  tho 
23rd  instant,  he  said — 

"  I  have  seen  the  Solicitor  Oonernl's  reply  to 
your  question.  The  appeal  ho  referred  to  ap- 
peared immediately  after  wo  were  sent  for  trial 
seven  weeks  n|;o,  and  wo  never  hoard  a  word 
about  it  interfering  with  our  trial  until  wo  were 
put  into  the  dock  last  .Saturday.  Was  there  not 
time  enough  durinj;  these  seven  weeks  to  have 
the  venue  chani;ed  ?  But  was  it  not  one  of 
those  flimsy  excuses  the  Crown  resort  to  in  ciuea 
liku  this  F  J  believe  they  are  ashamed  to  bring 
us  to  trial  on  the  evidence." 
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Three  of  tbo  prisoners   were  charged 
with  treascm-felony  nnd   conspiracy   to 
murder  ;  but,  notwithetonding  thnt  seri- 
ous charge,  they  were  ndmitted  to  bail 
in  the  sum  of  £25  each.     That  fact,  in 
his  opinion,  showed  the  real  character 
of  the  cose,  and  indicated  that  the  Crown 
had  no  hope  of  obtaining  a  conviction. 
The  men  wero  anxious  to  be  brought  to 
trial,  and  thoy  were  confident  that  thoy 
would  bo  able  to  prove  their  innocence. 
The  general  opinion  in  Sligo  was  that 
the  informer  in  thi.s  case  was  a  person 
of  such  a  character  that  it  would  be  an 
injustice  to  keep  a  dog  one  hour  in   a 
kennel  upon  his  oath.     It  was  neither 
reasonable  nor  constitutional  to  arrest 
men,  and  then  find  a  reason  for  keeping 
them  in  prison.    No  man  ought  to  be 
arrested    without    reasonable    evidence 
having  been  obtained  beforehand  against 
him.     He  protested  against  tho  system 
under  which  these  men  were   kept  iti 
prison    for    months    together    witli'Hit 
being   brought    to   trial.      This   wlnde 
system  was  a  scandal.     There  was  no- 
thing in  the  present  condition  of  Ireland 
to  justify  it.  Tile  country  was  now  peace- 
able andlaw-abiding,  and  thissinisteraud 
vindictive  method  of  prosecution  ought 
to  be  abandoned   by  the  Government. 
As  Representative  of  the  county  to  which 
these  prisoners  belonged,  ho  deemed  it 
his  duty  solemnly  to  call  upon  the  Soli- 
citor General  to  place  these  men  in  the 
dock  without  delay,  and  to  produce  his 
evidence  against  them. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  WALiUiR)  said,  ho  ex- 
tremely regretted  that  the  Tubbercurvy 
prisoners  were  not  tried  at  the  Inst  SW^n 
Assizes.  "\\Tien  they  were  first  brouglit 
before  the  magistrates,  he  himself  gave 
directions  that  there  should  be  na  few 
remands  as  possible.  In  a  case  of  this 
kind,  however,  it  was  obvious  that  there 
should  be  remands  from  time  to  time, 
and  it  was  considered  desirable  that  the 
whole  of  the  evidence  should  be  pro- 
duced before  the  prisoners  wero  com- 
mitted for  trial.  The  men  were  charged 
with  conspiring  to  inurder  an  otlicial  of 
Tubbercurrj-  Workhouse,  and  also  with 
treason- felony.  He  would  not  comment 
upon  the  caso  boyond  saying  that  the 
charge  was  a  very  serious  one,  and  that 
there  was  primd  facia  evidence  against 
the  12  men  in  question.  It  was  the 
desire  of  the  Ci-own  that  the  prisoners 
ehould  be  tried  at  tho  Sligo  A-ssizes,  and 

Mr.  Sexton 


the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  went 
down  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  the 
prosecution.   A  document,  however,  had 
been  circulated,  dated  tho  16th  of  Jime, 
among  tho  spfcinl  jurors  who  were  to 
try  tho  men,  and  ho  was  of  opinion  that 
the  Attorney  General  was  right  in  the 
conclusion  at  which  he  arrived— namely, 
that   that  document   would    olfect    the 
fairness  of  the  trial.   Tho  document  said 
that  the  only  crime  of  the  accused  men 
was  undying  attachment  to  their  coun- 
try,   that   their  liberty   had  been   bar 
tered  away  for  lucre;  and  it  contained  th 
.strongest  reflections  upon  their  accusers 
Tho  District  Inspector    made  an   affi- 
davit that  that  document  had  been  wide! 
circulated  among  the  class  of  special 
jurors,  some  of  whom  would  have  to  try 
the  case,  and  that  a  widespread  feeling 
existed   among  them   that    their    lives 
would  not  be  safe  if  thoy  wero  to  con- 
vict.     Therefore,    an    application   was 
made,  but  with  the  greatest  reluctance, 
for  the  postponement  of  the  trial,  and 
the   learned   Judge  consented   to  post- 
pone it.     Tho  hon.   Jlember  said  that 
three   of    tin-   prisoners   had   been  ad- 
mitted to  bail.     That  was  because  the 
.Vttoruey  General,  as  the  trial  was  to  be 
postponed,  out  of  a  kindly  feeling,  con- 
sented that  they  should  be  allowed  out 
on    bail.      [Mr.    Sexton:    £2.5    bail.] 
Surely  the  hon.   Gentleman  could   not 
complain   that   tho   bail  was  so  small. 
He    was  infirmed   that    the    Attorney 
General  would  consider  whether  he  could 
not  let  out  more.     It  was  never  intended 
that  the  prisoners  should  remain  in  gaol 
Hntil    the    March    Assizes.     Tho    trial 
would  take  placo  about  the  Ist  of  Oc- 
tober, so  that  they  would  be  left  in  gaol 
only  for  two  months  more. 

Mil.  TARNELL  said,  that  he  had 
road  the  proceedings,  and  he  was  sur- 
prised that  the  learned  Judge  should 
hiive  agreed  to  the  postponement  of  the 
trial  on  so  flimsy  a  pretext.  The  circular 
was  not  issued  by  the  prisoners  ;  it  was 
an  appeal  to  raise  a  fair  trial  fund  ;  and 
it  furnished  no  gi-ounds  whatever  for 
depriving  the  men  of  their  right  to  be 
tried  in  their  own  district  by  people 
among  whom  they  had  spent  their  lives, 
and  by  whom  the  informers  also  were 
well  known — probably  too  well  known 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Crown  officials. 
The  issue  of  the  circular  was  no  reason 
why  the  men  should  be  taken  off  to 
Dublin,  far  from  their  own  residences, 
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'  be  ti'ietl  by  jurors  projudioed  by  ap- 
Seola  daily  made  fo  them  by  tho  Eng- 
ish  Press  to  convict  and  'hang  thoso 
rlio  came  bofore  them.  If  there  was 
_Jtimidation  involved  in  the  issue  of  tlio 
circuhir  it  was  not  within  the  control  of 
le  prisoners  in  nny  respect  whatever. 
Thy  was  not  Mr.  Devine,  who  put  his 
lame  to  it,  proceeded  ao^ain.st  under  tho 
Intimidation  Dauses  of  the  Prevention  of 
Crime  Act,  or  why  was  he  not  punished 
by  the  Judge,  with  the  enormous  powers 
lie  possessed,  for  contempt  of  Court  ?  In- 
tead  of  that  the  cause  of  the  prisoners 
ras  prejudiiod  and  their  prospects  im- 
jerilli'd.  lie  had  taken  a  special  inte- 
st  in  this  case  from  the  beginning, 
Jjarlicularly  in  connection  with  the  arrest 
of  one  of  bis  con.stituents — llr.  Fitz- 
jeriild — whom  he  had  known  for  years. 
Te  (Mr.  Pnrnell)  had  come  to  the  con- 
lusion  that  it  was  a  "  fishing  "  prosecu- 
jon.  All  the  proceedings  had  been  dic- 
ited  by  a  desire  to  get  further  evidence, 
thich,  in  all  probability,  did  not  exist  in 
\  case  which  was  bound  to  break  down  in 
Itesent  circumstances.  The  Prime  Minis- 
when  the  Prevention  of  Crime  Act 
as  piisfting,  promised  that  no  proceed- 
gs  should  be  taken  against  persons  on 
stale  charges  of  trenson-felony,  and  it 
was  upon  that  condition  that  tho  Irish 
Members  modified  their  opposition  to 
the  clauses.  But  after  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers had  been  forcibly  driven  from  the 
House,  other  and  different  clauses  were 
brought  forward.  Mr.  Fitzgerald  had 
been  arrested,  and  would  be  tried  upon 
as  stale  a  charge  of  treason-felony  as 
ever  entered  the  head  of  an  Attorney  or 
a  Solicitor  General.  He  protested  against 
tho  action  of  tho  Government  in  tliis 
^^aso,  which  was  bringing  law  and  order 
^^pto  contempt.  In  tho  district  of  Tub- 
^^Bercurry  crime  had  ceased  ;  it  had  oeascd 
^^B  81igo,  and  nearly  all  through  tho 
^^Ountry.  He  would  ask  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary whether  it  was  desirable  to  go 
on  in  such  circumstances  with  a  case 
against  respectable  men  on  the  testi- 
mony of  the  most  abandoned  informers 
that  could  be  collected  throughout  the 
country  ?  The  district  was  now.  and  had 
been  for  some  time  past,  perfectly  safe  ; 
but  these  people  were  bandied  about 
from  place  to  place  and  from  week  to 
week,  and  their  trial  delayed.  Nothing 
could  be  more  injudicious  and  foolish 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  than  the 
venomoua  way  in  which  prisoners  were 


persecuted,  and  he  hoped  they  might 
hear  that  the  Chief  Secretary  would  con- 
sider the  whole  question  of  boil.  Per- 
sons having  a  stake  iu  the  country  ought 
clearly  to  be  allowed  out  ou  bail,  so  that 
they  might  return  to  their  avocations 
and  to  that  breadwinning  which  their 
families  stood  so  much  in  need  of. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON  called  attention 
to  the  conviction  of  tho  policeman  Mul- 
downey,  and  pointed  out  tho  fact  that 
the  policemen  present  in  Court  all  de» 
dared  him  inuocont.  Equally,  in  his 
opinion,  had  other  innocent  people  been 
convicted  and  hanged  in  Irehnid.  In  no 
other  country  in  the  world,  he  believed, 
would  a  case  be  trumped  up  on  the  evi- 
dence of  a  nmn  who  had,  first  of  all,  got 
seven  years'  penal  servitude  for  high- 
way robbery,  then  12  years'  penal  ser- 
vitude for  nn  attempt  upon  the  life  of 
Mr.  Justice  Lawson  in  the  streets  of 
Dublin,  and  then  penal  servitude  for 
life  for  complicity  in  the  PhoBnix 
Park  murders.  Great  injustii^e  was  also 
done  by  tho  Irish  authorities  by  delaying 
the  trial  of  prisoners.  They  were  thus 
prevented  from  proving  their  innocence, 
because  their  witnesses  often  left  the 
country  and  could  not  be  called  when 
their  trial  at  length  was  called  on, 

Mr.  HEALY  said,  he  was  astonished 
at  tho  action  of  the  Government  in  these 
trials.  It  had  been  stated  in  the  House 
that  they  had  no  intention  of  postponing 
them  to  any  subsequent  Assizes;  and 
what  reliance  could  be  placed  upon  any 
assurance  of  the  Government  or  Minis- 
tors  of  tho  Crown  after  this  pledge  had 
been  broken  V  They  were  to  be  kept  in 
gaol  seven  months  longer.  Ho  thought 
that  no  better  training  could  be  had  for 
a  ISolititor  General  or  a  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  than  n  few  months  iu  giiol, 
and  a  little  oakum  picking,  iu  order  that 
they  might  realiz  J  what  unfortunate  pri- 
soners had  to  endure  through  their  neg- 
lect. He  wondered  how  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary would  like  having  to  spend  the 
nest  three  months  in  a  cell  8  feet  by  5  feet 
in  extent.  He  ventured  to  think  that 
if  ho  had  a  little  experience  of  that  kind 
he  would  have  more  commiseration  for 
unfortunate  prisoners  remanded  from 
week  to  week  and  month  to  month  at 
the  quibble  of  some  lawj-er,  and  in  spite 
of  Constitutional  practice.  Now,  they 
were  to  be  transferred  to  Dublin,  in 
order  to  bo  tried  by  grand  jurors  of  the 
class  of  the  gentlemen  now  in  Kilmoia- 


585 


Law  and  Juttict 


{COMMONS) 


{Inland). 


53d 


ham  awaiting  trial  for  annatwral offences. 
The  Crown  would  have  no  difficulty  in  a 
county  whero  there  were  at  least  100 
magistrates  like  Sligo  in  packing  a  jury 
of  12  men  and  true,  excluding  every 
Catholic,  or  even  fair-minded  Protestant. 
No  Catholic  prisoner  against  whom  the 
Crowu  had  any  animus  had  a  chance  of 
getting  off.  ^liat  was  the  pretence  for 
postponing  the  trial  untU  Octobor? 
Plenty  of  other  Assizes  were  going  on  in 
the  country.  Why  must  Crovernnient 
rely  upon  the  tainted  jurors  of  the 
City  of  Dublin  ?  "Were  they  to  be  told 
that  there  was  no  body  of  men  to  be 
trusted  oscept  the  corrupt  j urors  of  Dub- 
lin, against  some  of  whom  the  Govern- 
ment had  been  obliged  to  bring  most 
frightfid  charges?  This  continual  re- 
liance upon  the  City  of  Dublin  bore,  to 
his  (Mr.  Ilealy's)  mind,  a  very  extraordi- 
nary complexion.  The  Freemasons  mot 
in  their  offices  in  Dublin,  and  deeidod 
who  should  be  acquitted  and  wlri  sliould 
be  hanged.  James  Ellis  French  liiui 
been  made  Prime  Mason  on  tlie  very 
day  that  the  charge  was  brought  against 
him  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Mallow. 
It  should  be  remembered  that  the  orga- 
nization of  Freemasonry,  as  it  existed 
in  Ireland,  was  imbued  with  political 
virus,  and  was  not  to  be  compared  with 
the  order  of  English  Freemasonry.  Were 
Iri?hm(m  to  be  subjected  to  indictments 
sworn,  for  anything  tliey  knew,  in  these 
secret  Lodges  on  the  night  before  a 
trial  ?  That  secret  body  controlled  ver- 
dicts. Delaney  had  been  arraigned  for 
attacking  Judge  Lawson  and  for  other 
serious  offences,  and  yet  there  was  no 
objection  to  his  being  brought  forward 
as  a  Qovernment  witness;  and  one  would 
have  thought  that  a  living  Chief  Secre- 
tary would  have  hesitated  before  making 
use  of  man  as  a  witness  on  behalf  of  the 
Crown  who  had  been  convicted  of  the 
murder  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
Predecessor.  In  no  other  country  in  the 
world  had  there  been  an  instance  in 
which  a  Government  had  availed  them- 
selves of  such  testimony.  By  a  careful 
process  of  picking  and  choosing  the  Go- 
vonimeiit  might  succeed  in  getting  12 
men  of  a  class  who  would  believe  any 
story  which  the  Crown  might  choose  to 
tell  them.  But  the  children  and  friends 
of  the  men  whom  the  Government  un- 
justly hanged  and  imprisoned  would  yet 
constitute  a  form  of  danger  to  the  Go- 
T«rnmoQt  of  Ireland  and  to  the  peace 

Mr.  Htuly 


and  order  of  the  country.  He  (llrj_ 
Healy)  did  not  nay  he  approved  of  ift 
but  retaliation  would  assuredly  coma 
and  would  tlirow  the  country  into  tur- 
moil and  disorder.  The  Governmen 
were  doing  their  best  to  bring  aboj 
that  state  of  things.  A  trial  was  to  ta 
place  in  Belfast  on  Monday.  The  plai^ 
tiff  was  Mr.  George  Bolton.  EvidenQ 
was  requisite,  and  that  very  day  he  uude 
stood  the  Government  had  again  place 
thomselves  in  partizanship  with  men  i 
Bolton's  class.  Pie  had  here  a  telegra 
detailing  how  the  solicitor  and  detectii 
of  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Mal- 
low (Mr.  O'Brien)  had  been  to-day  ar- 
rested in  Dublin.  Ho  should  read  tho 
telegram  to  the  House,  and  ask  why  the 
Government  lent  their  policemen  ~ 
Bolton  any  more  than  to  French] 
["  Question  !  "]  If  that  ignorant  Gefl 
tleman  on  the  Ministerial  side  undefl 
utood  his  business  he  would  perceiy 
that  the  Question  was  that  tho  Spoakfl 
do  leave  the  Chair.  He  trusted  he  shoub 
be  free  from  interruptions  for  the  r^ 
maiuder  of  his  nddross.  He  had  here 
telegram  from  !Mr.  Chance  with  rega 
to  his  arrest,  and  if  the  Government 
spared  him  from  the  interruptions  of 
their  ardent  supporters  ho  would  read 
it— 

"  Meiklejohn  and  I  went  to  see  Alice  Cai 
a  witness  re  Bolton,  to-dny.     Wliilo  tnlkiDg 
her  mother,  Constables  70  D  and  149  D  onle« 
and  requested  us  to  go  to  the  sUitioQ  (a  poUl 
way  of   saying    '  We  arrest  yon  ').     I  nala 
upon   what  charge.     Constable   79   D   ropli 
being  there  for  unlawful  purposes  (exactly  1 
charge  made  by  liend  Constables  CottinghM 
and   Irwin   against    .Moiklojohn    in   rcgnra 
French).    The  constable  saiil,  'I  must  take; 
into  custody.'   This  thoy  did.     Both  con«tab]i 
refused  to  make  any  charge.     Alice  Carroll  ai 
her  mother  were  asked  by  tho  police  to  make 
charge.    They  refused.    We   were  brought  1 
the  North  Circular  Uoad  Station,  and  intern 
gated.     I  required  the  charge  to  be  be  ento 
Both  constables   refused   to  make    anv. 
warrant  was  shown  or  produced.   This  deprivi 
us  of  important  evidence  against  Bolton." 

Now,  when  the  Government,  which  hi 
not  hesitated  to  enlist  its  detectives 
behalf  of  Freuch,  were  likewise  throw> 
ing  its  tBgis  over  Bolton,  the  chaste  aud 
virtuous,  he  wanted  to  know  what  gua- 
rantee was  there  for  fair  play  or  law  and 
order  in  Ireland  ?  They  had  got  two  of 
their  police  constables  to  obstruct  the 
solicitor  for  Mr.  William  O'Brien,  and 
prevent  him  getting  evidemo  againi 
one  of  the  Crown  prosecutors.  Wi 
such   a    thing  ever  heard  of  befi 
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"Wliat  did  Englielt  Members  say  to  that  ? 
They  were  told  there  was  trumped-up 
evidence  iu  the  case  of  French.  Thi> 
Government  were  nuwrelyiug  upon  that 
"  trumped-up  ovidence."  It  was  upon 
"trumped-up  evidence"  that  tho  re- 
portera  were  being  <-xcludod  from  the 
Police  Court  in  Dublin,  because,  he  pre- 
sumed, French  wantod  to  "round"  upon 
Colonel  Hillier  and  other  higli  officials  ; 
yet  the  Goverument  to-day  had  sent  two 
constables  to  arrest  Mr.  ( "hance  and  Mr. 
Meiklejohn  because  they  wem  getting 
up  evideni-e  against  Bolton.  Matters 
wero  coming  to  a  serious  pass  in  Ireland. 
They  had  the  Quvernment,  on  one  hand, 
changing  venues  aud  arresting  innocent 
men,  delaying  trials  for  months,  and 
visiting  prisoners  in  their  cells;  and, 
upon  the  other  hand,  using  the  same 
machinery  to  shield  Bolton,  the  swindler 
and  forger,  whom  they  persisted  in  keeji- 
ingin  their  employment.  What  were  they 
to  think  of  such  a  tiovernment  ?  They 
said  they  were  anxious  to  convict  crimi- 
nals. If  so,  why  would  they  not  put 
Bulton  on  his  trial?  And,  above  all, 
why  did  they  use  Government  machinery 
to  obstruct  the  obtaining  of  evidence 
against  them  ?  There  never  was  a  more 
flagrant  in.stanco  of  the  use  of  the  ma- 
chinery of  Dublin  Castle  than  these 
arrests  to-day  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
venting justice  being  done  in  tho  Bolton 
case.  Whatever  tJie  vei-dict  in  this  rase 
now,  it  would  go  forth  to  the  world  that 
the  Constabulary  of  Dublin,  under  the 
advice  of  the  Chief  iSecretarj',  had  been 
employed  to  prevent  witnesses  being 
brought  forward.  When  they  found 
tho  circum.stanccs  he  had  mentioned, 
they  were  entitled  to  say  that  this  tiling 
in  Ireland  whicli  was  called  the  Govern- 
ment was  simply  a  prostitution,  whicli 
was  not  entitled  to  any  respect  from  any 
honest  uian,  but  which  ought  to  be 
covered  with  scorn  and  shame  by  every 
man  who  had  the  interest  of  his  country 
and  his  race  at  heart. 

Mh.  TKEVKLYAN  :  I  can  only  speak 
now  by  the  indulgence  of  the  House.  I 
rise  simply  for  the  purpose  of  saying 
that  the  hon.  Gentleman,  before  stating 
that  what  has  been  done  in  Dublin 
rto-day  was  done  at  the  instigation  of  the 
Chief  Secretary,  ought  to  have  asked 
me  whether  that  was  m  ? 

Mb.  HEALY  :  What  I  said  woe  this. 
After  what  occurred  in  French's  case, 
after  Oottingbam  and  Irwin  had  been 


used  by  the  Government  on  behalf  of 
French  to  prevent  the  witnesses  of  Mr. 
O'Brien  coming  forward,  1  did  not  be- 
lieve that  these  constables  would  have 
acted  except  at  tho  direct  instigation  of 
high  officials  of  whom  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary is  the  Head. 

Mr.  TREVELYAN:  I  will  not  dis- 
pute the  words  of  the  hon.  Member. 
The  hon.  Member  has  left  the  impres- 
sion upon  the  House  that  he  believed 
this  wa.s  done  by  my  orders.  I  know 
nothing  about  it.  I  was  not  aware 
whether  Mr.  Chance  and  Mr.  Meikle- 
john were  in  Dublin  or  Belfast,  or  where 
they  were,  or  what  connection  with  this 
case  they  had.  I  do  not  enter  into  these 
minute  points  iu  legal  cases.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  the  business  of  the  Chief 
.Secretary  of  Ireland  to  do  so,  as  it  is  not 
of  the  Home  Secretary  in  this  country. 
If  the  police  have  exceeded  their  duty, 
I  will  ascertain  that  after  due  innuirj', 
and  I  will  see  that  proper  means  are 
taken  that  they  shall  not  do  so  again. 
I  will  look  into  the  case,  and  do  what  is 
just  and  right  in  the  matter.  If  the 
story  turns  out  to  be  incorrect,  of  course, 
there  will  be  an  end  of  the  ease.  I  have 
no  further  observation  to  make,  except 
tlii.« — that  I  agree  generally  with  the 
\'iew8  put  forward  by  my  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Solicitor  General  for 
Ireland  ;  and  I  would  remind  the  hon. 
Member  who  introduced  this  discussion 
of  his  assurance  that  tho  Attorney  Gene- 
ral was  considering  at  this  moment  whe- 
ther two  more  of  the  Tubbereurry  pri- 
soners could  not  be  let  out  on  bail. 

Mb.  DEASY  remarked,  that  when  the 
Government  arrested  these  men  they 
had  no  idea  of  the  charge  they  were 
about  to  bring  ogainst  thorn,  but  trusted 
entirely  to  chance.  The  witnesses  against 
them  were  of  the  lowest  class ;  and  no 
credence  ought  to  bo  given  to  their  evi- 
dence as  against  that  of  respectable  per- 
sons. Ho  hoped  these  men  would  eitherbe 
unconditionally  relea.sed,  or  be  brought 
to  trial  at  once.  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  one  of 
the  men  charged,  happened  to  bo  one  of 
his  constituents ;  and  he  wn.s  convinced 
that  the  Government  only  arrested  him 
because  he  was  a  troublesome  person 
whom  they  were  determined  to  get  rid 
of  at  any  cost. 

Main  Question,  "That  Mr.  Speaker 
do  now  leave  the  Choir,"  put,  and 
agreed  to. 
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SUPPLY— CIVIL  .SERVICE  ESTIMATES. 

StTPPLY — considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Class  III. — Law  and  Justice. 

(1.)  £134,957,  to  complete  (he  sum 
for  Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools, 
Great  Vritain. 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  were 
not  present  ;  Committee  counted,  and 
40  Members  being  found  present, 

Mr.  WAHTON  said,  the  liiw  ns  it  now 
stood  provided  that  no  child  should  be 
sent  to  a  reformatory  school  unless  it 
had  been  previously  convicted  by  magis- 
tratf'S.  He  believed  ho  was  correct  in 
saying  or  supposing  that  there  was  some 
disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Oovern- 
ment  in  favour  of  a  change  of  the  law 
in  this  respect.  He  i,Mr.  A\'artou)  be- 
lieved there  was  a  general  feeling  that 
there  ought  to  be  some  change  in  the 
law  ;  that  thero  ouglit  to  be  some  re- 
formatory or  other  to  which  children 
could  be  sent  who  had  not  proper  homes, 
and  who  had  not  become  criminals  in 
the  strict  sense  of  tho  woi-d. 

Mb.  IIIBBERT  said,  he  quite  agreed 
with  tlio  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Bridport  (Mr.  Waiton)  that  it  was  very 
desirable  that  a  child  could  be  sent  to  a 
reformatory  without  first  of  all  being 
sent  to  prison.  He  was,  however,  not 
awure  that  tbero  was  any  proposal  now 
before  the  Uouso  to  obviate  tliat,  though 
it  was  very  desirable  such  ii  proposal 
should  bo  made.  He  had  no  doubt  that 
when  tho  Report  of  the  Commissioners 
who  sat  upon  industrial  and  reformatory 
schools  was  being  considered,  this  ques- 
tion would  be  considered  along  with 
others. 

Mb.  RANIQN  asked  whether,  under 
the  Industrial  Schools  Act,  it  would  be 
possible  to  make  grants  to  those  schools 
which  had  been  formed  for  the  sake  of 
taking  in  children  of  the  same  class  and 
character  which  supplied  the  present  in- 
dustrial schools,  but  destined  to  train 
children  for  emigration  to  the  Colonies? 
He  thought  that  the  making  of  grants  to 
those  schools  would  bu  one  of  the  most 
useful  ways  in  -which  money  could  be 
spent ;  and,  ou  the  whole,  it  would  be  a 
most  economical  way.  He  knew  that 
what  he  suggested  would  meet  with  the 
approval  of  tho  Colonial  agents  and  other 
persons   connected    with    the  Colonies. 


Ho  would  be  glad  to  know  whether,  if 
the  Government  thought  it  was  not 
possible  to  make  tho  grants  under  the 
present  Act,  tliey  would  consider  the 
advisability  of  making  some  alteration 
in  the  law  by  which  grants  could  be 
made  ? 

Mr.  HIDBERT  said,  that  under  the 
present  law  it  was  not  possible  to  make 
grants  to  the  schools  established  for  tlie 
purpose  the  hon.  Gentleman(Mr.Ranklu) 
had  indicated.  It  was  no  doubt  a  very 
desirable  object,  and  might  •  be  con- 
sidered when  a  reconsideration  of  tho 
subject  took  place.  He  wo\dd  take  care 
the  matter  was  considered  by  the  Homo 
OtBco  during  tho  Recess, 

Mr.  HARRINGTON  said,  ho  did  not 
know  whether  the  same  system  with 
regard  to  industrial  schools  prevailed  in 
England  as  they  had  to  complain  of 
in  Ireland.  The  system  was  practi- 
cally this — that  before  a  child  could  go 
to  an  industrial  school  he  miisC  place 
himself  in  the  position  of  a  criminal; 
before  a  child  could  be  got  into  an  in- 
dustrial school  in  Ireland  it  must  first 
be  proved  before  a  magitstrate  that  he 
Imd  been  seen  begging,  for  instance. 
The  system  was  abused  to  such  an  extent 
that  a  child  was  very  often  sent  into  the 
streets  to  beg  by  those  who  were  in- 
terested in  his  removal  to  an  industrial 
school. 

The  CHAIRMAN  (Mr.  Raikes)  called 
the  attention  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  to 
the  fact  (hat  Ireland  was  not  included  iu 
this  Vote. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON  said,  he  had  no 
desire  to  discuss  the  custom  in  Ireland  ; 
but  simply  wished  to  ask  the  hon.  Oen- 
tleman  (Mr.  Ilibbert)  if  the  system  in 
tliis  country  was  the  same  as  that  in 
Ireland  ?  If  it  was  ho  intended  to  move 
for  its  abolition. 

Mk.  HIBBERT  said,  the  system  was 
very  much  the  eame  iu  England  ns  in 
Ireland.  It  was  not  necofsary  that  in 
all  cases  a  child  should  be  sent  ou  the 
streets  to  beg  before  it  could  be  sent  to 
an  industrial  school.  There  were  many 
reasons  why  a  child  should  be  sent  to  an 
industrial  school,  and  no  doubt  one  of 
the  reasons  was  that  it  should  bo  found 
begging  in  the  streets.  That  was  one 
way  of  getting  a  child  out  of  the  hands 
of  parents  who  did  not  behave  properly 
to  it.  There  were  many  instances  in 
which,  in  consequence  of  the  neglect  of 
the  parents,  it  was  to  the   interest  of 
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children  thnt  they  should  be  seut  to  some 
industrial  school. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON  said,  he  was 
not  referring  to  the  case  of  children 
whom  it  waa  necessary  to  take  away 
from  tlie  cliarge  of  negligent  parents ; 
but  ho  was  referring  to  cases  of  fre- 
quent occurrence  wliore  children  had  no 
parents  or  guardians  al>k>  to  provide 
for  them.  lie  had  known  the  magis- 
trates refuse  to  admit  orjihau  tliildreu 
to  iudiistrial  sehuol.'j  until  llioy  had  been 
found  begging  in  the  streets.  He  re- 
garded that  as  a  great  grievance,  and 
one  which  required  a  roniedy.  Po.ssibly 
the  law  was  a  desirable  one  where  it 
became  necessary  to  take  diildrcn  out 
of  the  charge  of  negligent  parents ;  but, 
in  the  case  of  orphans,  it  was  really 
leading  children  into  hypocrisy  at  the 
rery  commencement  of  life,  to  send  them 
into  the  streets  to  beg  in  order  that  they 
might,  therefore,  be  sent  to  iin  industrial 
school.  Surely  such  children  might  be 
admitted  without  their  hrst  of  all  com- 
mitting some  criminal  act. 

Mb.  IIIBBERT  assured  the  hou. 
Gentleman  Mr.  Harrington)  the  subject 
should  bo  fuUy  considered. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

{2.)  £19,772,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  the  Broadmoor  Criminal  Lunatic 
Asylum. 

Mb.  WARTON  aaid,  he  had  a  ques- 
tion to  aak  which  seemed  to  him  to  be 
one  of  considerable  importance.  There 
was  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of 
patients  provided  for  this  year — namely, 
5.i0  against  613  last  year.  The  increase 
vraa  tlius  very  nearly  7  per  cent.  He 
■would  like  to  know  to  what  cause  the 
increase  was  to  be  attributed  y  They 
were  told  that,  upon  the  whole,  crimi.< 
was  on  the  decrease  ;  and,  therefore,  it 
•was  well  they  should  be  told  whether 
the  increase  in  the  number  of  criminal 
lunatics  arose  from  any  increasing  ten- 
dency on  the  pai-t  of  the  Judges  and 
others  to  agree  with  what  might  be 
called  the  medical,  rather  than  the  legal, 
theory  of  insanity.  There  was  no  dis- 
guising the  fact  that  lawyers  and  doctors 
had  boon  at  variance  with  regard  to  the 
theory  of  insanity.  It  was  quite  pos- 
sible that  a  man  might  know  that  what 
he  did  was  wrong,  and  yet  not  be 
morally  responsiblo  for  his  actions. 
The  only  other  question  hs  had  to  ask 
■tt'tts,' whether  it  was  expected  that  any 


difference  would  he  made  in  the  expenses 
of  the  Broadmoor  Asylum  owing  to  the 
operation  of  any  Bill  which  might  now 
bo  before  the  House,  and  which  had 
been  introduced  in  consequence  of  the 
recommendation  of  the  Committee  that 
investigated  this  subject? 

Mk.  HIBBERT  said,  the  increase  in 
the  number  of  patients  at  Broadmoor 
arose  very  much  from  the  fact  that  no 
criminal  lunatics  were  now  sent  to  licensed 
houses;  and  he  thought  the  Committee 
would  agree  that  it  was  very  desirable 
no  more  criminal  lunatics  should  be  sent 
to  houses  of  that  character.  Another 
reason  of  the  increase  was  that  strong 
representations  were  made  by  the  Local 
Autliorities  against  the  practice  of  send- 
ing dangerous  criminal  lunatics  to  county 
and  borough  asylums.  More  criminals 
of  that  class,  therefore,  were  now  con- 
tined  at  Broadmoor.  With  regard  to 
the  second  qut-stion  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  he  was  bound  to  say 
that  if  the  Criminal  Lunatics  Bill  became 
law,  there  would  be  a  considerable  in- 
crease of  the  Vote,  because  the  Bill  re- 
lieved the  Local  Authorities  of  very  con- 
siderable burdens  they  had  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  The  matter  had  been  very 
fully  considered  by  a  Departmental 
Committee.  They  went  fully  into  the 
question,  and  recommended  a  change  to 
meet  tlie  views  of  the  Local  Authorities. 
Of  course,  the  alteration  would  not  come 
iuto  operation  just  yet,  so  it  was  not  ne- 
cessary to  make  any  provision  for  it 
in  the  present  Estimates.  Perhaps  it 
might  be  necessary  to  provide  for  the 
additional  expense  by  a  .Supplementary 
Estimato,  which  would  be  submitted,  not 
in  t)ie  pri.'sent  Session,  but  later  ou  in 
the  year. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

^;3.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"Ttmt  a  aum,  not  exceeding  £38,801,  be 
granted  to  Her  Slnjpsty,  to  complete  ttio  sum 
receaaary  to  dufmy  tho  Chnrgo  wliich  will  come 
in  course  of  paymout  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  nut  duy  of  March  lbb5,  for  tho  Salnricii 
and  Expenses  of  the  Lord  Advocate's  Depart- 
ment, and  others,  connected  with  Criminal  Pro- 
ceedings in  Scotland,  including  cortuin  Allow- 
ances under  tho  Act  Id  und  16  Vic.  c.  83  :  " 

Dn.  CAMERON  said,  that  this  Vote 
included  the  salaries  of  the  Procurators 
Fiscal.  He  had  some  time  ago  brought 
forward  the  anomalies,  and  worse  than 
anomalies,  of  the  o.x.ieting  system  with 
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regard  to  Public  Prosecutora  in  Scot- 
laud.  Since  then  a  number  of  new  cases 
had  come  into  his  hands.  For  instance, 
the  Chief  Constable  of  an  important 
burgh  complained  that  the  Procurator 
Fiscal  of  that  burgh  rofuseil,  in  a  case 
which  the  Chief  Constable  considered 
most  clear,  to  prosecute  a  man  who  was 
his  private  client.  Ho  (Dr.  Cameron) 
was  not  going  to  enter  into  cases  of  this 
kind ;  but  since  he  brought  his  Motion 
before  the  House,  the  Crofters'  Commis- 
sion had  rejiortod  in  favour  of  the  pro- 
position he  then  made ;  and  he  would 
now  ask  tho  Government  whether  thoy 
would  be  prepared  to  carry  out  the  re- 
commendations of  that  Commission,  and 
forbid  Procurators  Fiscal  in  iScotland  to 
act  a.s  agents  in  private  cases,  or  as  land 
agents?  Unless  he  got  a  satisfaotory 
answer  with  regard  to  the  case  of  the 
Procurator  Fiscal  of  Dumfries,  he  should 
move  to  reduce  the  Vote  by  £<)70,  which 
was  the  amount  of  his  salary.  Some 
time  ago  a  young  man  in  l-)umfries  ap- 
plied for  a  licence,  but  the  licence  was 
refused  by  the  magistrates  on  the  ground 
that  he  was  under  21  years  of  age  ;  but 
thoy  told  him  that  if  he  overcame  that 
difficulty  Ijy  living  for  another  six 
months  they  would  probably  grant  him 
a  certificate.  In  the  meantime,  he  went 
to  the  E.xciso,  and  got  permission  to 
carry  on  a  public-house  without  a  cer- 
tificate or  licence.  The  law  provided 
that  a  penalty  of  £500  should  be  im- 
posed on  any  ofBciiil  of  tho  Crown  who 
permitted  liquor  to  be  sold  without  a 
liconci; ;  but  when  he  mentioned  thi.'s 
matter  in  the  House,  the  Secretary  to 
tho  Treasury  lightly  suggested  that  he 
{Dt.  Cameron)  might  enrich  himself 
by  recovering  that  amount.  lie  had 
no  ambition  to  figure  as  a  eoramou 
informer;  and  he  thought  thi^  best 
course  was  to  move  a  reduction  of  the 
Vote,  and  allow  the  country  to  profit, 
not  by  £J00,  but  by  £G70,  which  was 
the  amount  of  the  salary  of  the  Public 
Prosecutor,  whoso  business  it  was  to 
enforce  the  law,  and  who  had  not  en- 
forced it  in  this  case.  The  law  distinctly 
laid  down  that  any  person  shebeoning  in 
Scotland  should  be  prosecuted.  Re- 
cently, in  Glasgow,  some  extraordinary 
arrests  for  shebeening  were  made  ;  but 
at  the  very  time  these  arrests  were  being 
made  in  Glacgow  tho  Lord  Advocate 
was  allowing  ehebecning  to  take  place 
in  Dumfries  with  perfect  equanimity. 

Dr.  Cameron 


The  right  hon.  and  learned  Qentleua 
the  Lord  Advocate  had  perfect  confidenci 
in  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (M 
Courtney),  and  said  that  if  the  Escisi 
Authorities  had  not  seen  fit  to  interfe 
he  did  not  .seo  how  he  was  called  upon 
to  do  BO.     However  great  might  be  tho 
iniquity  of  the  Excise  Authorities,  whi 
seemed  to  do  almost  anything  for  money, 
he  held  that  the  Lord  Advocate,  aa  th 
Head  of  tho  Department  which  had 
administer  ju.stice,  was  bound  to  obe; 
and  to  administer  the  law  ;  and  it  wa 
no  excuse  for  him  to  appeal  to  the  So 
cretary  to  the  Treasury.     What  he  (DrJ 
CamevDu)  and  others  wanted  was  to  sei 
the  law  properly  administered  in  these 
matters  by  the  Lord  Advocate  and  the 
Procurators  Fiscal.  Numerous  instances 
hnd  come  under  his  notice  in  which  the 
law  had  not  been  enforced  by  theso  offi 
cials.     He  had  taken  one  case,  in  which 
there  was  no  room  for  quibbling,  and 
he  asked    tho   Lord  Advocate  why  ho 
had  failed  to  put  the  law  in  operation  in 
that  ease,  and  why  he  allowed  shebeen- 
iug  to  go  on  for  six  months  even  ?     For 
the  puiiiose  of  bringing  the  matter  to  aa 
issue,  he  moved  to  reduce  the  Vote  by 
£670,  being  the  amount  of  the  salary 
of  the  Procurator  Fiscal  of  Dumfries. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  a  sum,   not  exceeding   £3d,l:il,   bol 
granted  to  Iler  Majesty,  to  eompleto  the  gnml 
tiBceasary   to  defray   tho    Charge   wliieh    will 
coine  in  course    of   payment  during  tbo  yearl 
ending  on  tho  aist  day  of  JIareh  ISliS,   for  thai 
Salaries  and  Kxpenscs   of  the  Lord  Advocnte'tl 
Department,  and  others,  connected  with  Cri-| 
minol  ProrcedingB  in  Scotland,  including  ccr> 
tain  Allowances  under  the  Act  IS  and  10  Vic.J 
C.  83."— (/>,■.  Cameron.) 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfour)  said,  he  understood  that  thel 
case  to  which  the  hon.  Member  for  Glos-I 
guw   (Dr.  Cameron)  referred,  was  onel 
which  he  brought  under  the  notice  o£ 
the  House  on  two  previous  occasions  byl 
way  of  Question.     If  ho    (the  Lord  Adj 
vocate;  recollected  aright,  it  related  tof 
a  hoti'l  or  inn  called  the  "  Ship  "  Hotol,  j 
at  Dumfries.     The  facts,  as  far  as  they' 
were  present  to  his  mind,  were  that  the 
application   for  licence  had  been  made 
in  the  usual  way,  when  it  appeared  that, 
on   tho   ground    of   minority,    or  some . 
similar  ground,    tho   Licensing   Jfagis- 
tratcs  did  not  fuel  that  at  that  moment! 
they  should  grant  the  licence  to  the  ap- 
plicant,  but  they  unanimously  recom- 
mended that  the  matter  should  be  kept! 
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n  a  state  of  suspense,  and,  ho  thought, 
iudicated  that  when  tho  next  licensing 

eriod   came   round   they  woiUd   grant 

e  licence,  they  were  so  well  satiplied 

^f  all  the  qualitications  being  possessed 

y  the  applicant.  Tho  point  then  came 
to  be  what  course  the  Revenue  au- 
thorities should  follow — whether  they 
,£hould  treat  this  as  a  case  of  what  his 

on.  Friend  (Ur.  Cameron)  had  called 
"shebeeuing,"  which  ho  (tlie  Lord  Advo- 
cate) did  not  at  all  admit  to  be  a  correct 
description ;  or  whether  tliey  had  not 
the  power  to  consider  that,  in  the  cir- 
cumstances of  a  particular  case  it  was 
tended  to  meet,  it  would  not  be  an 
jBct  of  oppression  to  apply  a  stringent 
Jttw  ?  The  Revenue  authorities  came  to 
tho  conclusion  that  it  would  bo  stretching 
the  law  to  put  in  force  the  power  of 
suing  for  penalties  in  such  a  case.  In 
that  stato  of  matters,  he  apprehended 

I  that  the  Trocuratcjr  Fiscal  was  guilty  of 
po  neglect  of  duty — on  the  contrary, 
that  he  would  have  becu  guilty  of  some- 
thing like  improper  meddloaomeness  in 
a  Revenue  matter  if,  wheu  the  authori- 
ties who  Were  more  directly  charged 
with  the  conduct  of  the  Department  said 
they  considered  this  was  not  a  proper 
case  for  a  prosecution,  it  not  being  one, 
in  their  opinion,  in  which  a  statutory 
1^^  olfenco  against  the  Inland  Revenue  had 
^Kbeen  committed,  he  had  presumed  to 
^Voverride  the  Department,  and,  against 
'  their  directions  and  wish,  instituted  a 
prosecution.  He  (the  Lord  Advocate) 
was  perfectly  willing  to  leave  it  to  tho 
^^judgmont  of  the  Uouse  whether  tho 
^H'l'rocurutor  Fiscal  so  acting  was  guilty 
^^of  any  wrong ;  or  whether,  where  the 
Licensing  Magistrates  and  the  Depart- 
ment chargsd  with  the  matter  considered 
that  it  would  not  have  been  a  i-ight  use 
of  the  statutory  powers  to  apply  them  iu 
such  a  case,  there  was  anything  blame- 
worthy on  tho  part  of  the  Procurator 
Fiscal  ?  As  regarded  the  more  general 
iquest  which  his  hon.  Friend  (Dr. 
Cameron)  had  raised,  and  which  he 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  House 
on  a  previous  occasion,  he  (the  Lord 
Advocate)  had  nothing  to  add  to  what 
e  then  said.  He  then  explained  the 
)lan  on  which  the  present  Government, 
«t  all  events,  had  been  acting  with  re- 
gard to  the  appointment  of  Procurator 
Fiscals.  Uia  hou.  Friend,  he  was  afraid, 
brgot  that  this  was  a  matter  that  stood 
on  the  Statute  Law  of  the  country,  i'ro- 
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curators  Fiscal  were  not  appointed  by 
the  Government,  but  under  an  Act  of 
Parliament  only  six  or  seven  years  old, 
by  the  Sheriff,  and  all  the  Home  Secre- 
tary had  to  do  was  to  give  his  assent  or 
withhold  it ;  in  fact,  ho  had  a  power  of 
veto,  but  not  a  power  of  appointment. 
It  was  not  an  element  in  the  qunliGra- 
tion  for  a  Procurator  Fiscalship  that  tho 
person  should  not  engage  in  private 
practice.  He  knew  that  was  a  point  as 
to  which  there  was  great  difference  of 
opinion.  He  was  perfectly  familiar 
with  the  recommendations,  by  no  means 
unanimous,  of  tho  Crofters'  Commission 
on  the  point.  Anyone  who  bad  read 
and  studied  the  Report  must  have  been 
struck  with  certain  weighty  observations 
made  by  a  very  respectable  and  eminent 
Member  of  the  House  on  that  point. 
That  hon.  Gentleman  culled  attention  to 
the  fact  that  it  wus  only  by  some  large 
interpretation  of  tho  Reference  to  the 
Commission  that  the  Committee  took 
cognizance  of  such  matters  as  law  and 
justice  at  all.  He  (the  Lord  Advocate) 
welcomed  anything  that  came  from  that 
Commission  ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he 
was  not  awaro  that  the  Commission 
look  evidence  on  the  point  that  they 
called  before  them  those  who  were  best 
qualided  to  give  an  opinion  upon  it;  and 
it  was  impossible  for  anyone  who  was 
familiar  with  the  course  of  inquiry  into 
this  branch  of  the  ad'ninibtration  of  law 
to  forget  that  a  very  inlluential  Commis- 
sion, composed  of  distinguished  lawyers 
of  the  two  countries,  of  chief  magistrates 
of  various  burghs,  of  conveners  of  a 
number  of  counties,  and  of  many  of  the 
most  eminent  and  best  informed  laymen, 
reported  so  lately  as  1871  against  the 
restriction  of  Procurators  Fiscal  from 
private  practice.  That  matter  was  now 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Govern- 
ment, like  all  the  other  points  in  the 
Report  of  the  Crofters'  Commission  ;  but 
he  was  not  prepared,  until  the  matter 
had  been  fully  matured,  to  say  that  the 
Government  would  legislate  against  the 
recommendations  of  a  Commission  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  Law  and  Justice 
iu  Scotland  because  of  the  recommenda- 
tions of  another  Commission,  before 
which  the  matter  had  come  only  inci- 
dentally. The  Government  had  always 
gone  on  the  principle  of  seeing  that  the 
private  duties  of  an  official  should  never 
be  allowed  to  come  in  collision  with  hi* 
public  duties. 
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SiE  WILFRID  LA.WSON  said,  lie 
did  not  consider  the  answer  of  the  TiOrd 
Advocate  was  at  all  satisfactory.  Ho 
should  like  to  know  whether  the  man  to 
whom  his  hon.  Friend  (Dr.  Cameron  i 
referred  was  soiling  drink  illegally  or 
not?  If  the  man  was  selling  drink 
illegally,  who  ought  to  see  he  did  not 
continue  to  do  so  ?  He  (Sir  Wilfrid 
Lawson)  asked  this  question,  because 
whenever  anybody  in  the  House  got  up 
and  tried  to  amend  the  law  relating  to 
the  sale  of  drink,  it  was  said — "  Oh,  the 
great  thing  is  to  carry  out  efficiently  the 
laws  that  you  have." 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfouh)  said,  that,  as  put  by  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Carlisle  (Sir 
Wilfrid  Lawson),  there  was  a  charming 
simplicity  about  the  question,  and  he 
supposed  the  hon.  Baronet  wished  a 
"Yes"  or  a  "No"  to  it.  This  person 
was  selling  drink  without  a  licence;  but 
the  licensing  iiuthority  recommended 
that  he  should  not  be  interfered  with, 
and  practically  promised  he  should  have 
a  licence ;  and  the  Department  of  the 
Government  charged  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  matter  said  that  the  cir- 
cumstances were  not  such  as  to  warrant 
a  prosecution.  As  to  who  was  respon- 
sible, he  should  perhaps  say  that  the 
Department  was  responsible.  Whether 
they  were  right  or  wrong,  he  left  the 
House  to  judge.  It  rather  seemed  to 
Mm  that  the  suggestion  involved  in  the 
question  was,  that  if  anybody  was  to  be 
prosecuted  it  should  not  be  the  man,  but 
somebody  connected  with  the  Depart- 
ment. 

Mh.  FRASER-MACKINTOSH  said, 
he  was  rather  disappointed  at  the  an- 
swer of  the  Lord  Advocate  with  regard 
to  Procurators  Fiscal.  The  right  hun. 
and  learned  Gentleman  always  showed 
a  disposition  to  throw  in  their  faces 
the  fact  that  several  years  ago  a 
Commission  upon  Law  and  Justice  re- 
ported that  the  position  of  Procurators 
Fiscal  should  remain  as  it  was  ;  but  the 
Lord  Advocate  must  recollect  that  there 
was  a  very  considerable  minority  in  that 
Commission  in  favour  of  tho  change.  In 
the  recent  Commission  on  the  Highlands 
and  Islands,  five  out  of  six  Comuiis- 
sioners  were  perfectly  unanimous  for  the 
change.  Some  years  ago  this  question 
was  brought  to  a  Division  in  tho  House  ; 
and  among  those  who  voted  for  limiting 
the  duties  of  Procurators  Fiscal,  were 


five  Members  of  the  present  Admtnis 
tration,  including  the  Secretary  to  th 
Troasury,  the  Home  Secretary,  and  tl 
Judge  Advocate  QencTal.   That  Divisio 
took  place   years  after  the  Commission, 
to   which   the  Lord   Advocate  referred, 
reported.   The  Vote  under  nonsideratioi 
included  the  expenses  of  the  whole 
the  administration  of  justice  in  Scotlandi 
both  civil  aud  criminal ;  and,  as  ho  u 
derstood   that  the   Lord  Advocate   wa 
responsible  for  that  administration.   In 
wished  to  bring  before  the  Committei 
two  points — one  aflFecting  criminal  an 
the  other  affecting  civil  law  in  Scotlandij 
With  reference  to  criminal  administri 
tion,  tho  Lord  Advocate  was  assisted  i 
his  duties   by   four'  Advocates-Depu 
appointed  mainly,  as  commonly  report* 
for   political    services.      Be   that   as   i' 
might,  he  wished  to  ask  the  right  hon 
Gentleman    for    an    explanation    of 
very  extraordinary  case  which   recent! 
occurred  in  the  High  Court  of  Justiciary. 
The  parties  accused  of  serious  otTencei 
from  the  counties  of  Orkney  and  Shel 
land,  were  obliged  to  appoAr  in 
burgh. 

The  CHAIRMAN  (Mr.  Raikes)  :  I 
must  point  out  to  tho  hon.  Member,  th  " 
although  he  is  in  Order  in  discussinj 
any  part  of  the  present  Vote  at  tho  pn 
sent  moment,  he  is  not  in  Order  in  aa< 
tieipating  tho  next  Vote,  which  includes 
the  Court  of  Justiciary. 

Mb.  FRASER-MACKINTOSH  sai. 
he  was  about  to  refer  to  the  action 
one  of  tho  Advocates-Depute  whi 
salary  was  included  in  the  preaei 
Vote.  He  was  informed  that  in  a  recei 
case  a  great  number  of  witnesses  oa^ 
up  from  the  remote  Islands  of  Orkn^ 
and  Shetland — some  for  the  Crown,  anl 
some  for  tho  prisoner.  When  the  c; 
was  called,  an  objection  was  stated 
behalf  of  the  prisoner  to  the  relevan 
of  the  indictment.  The  Judges  thre 
out  the  libel  very  summarily,  indulgin_ 
in  Gome  plain  observations  on  its  con- 
struction ;  and  tho  consequence  was 
that  tho  whole  matter  fell  to  the  groun< 
ttud  that  a  great  deal  of  expense  fi 
upon  tho  Crown  and  inconvenience  o 
the  prisoner.  He  also  undoratuod 
it  was  not  an  uncommon  occurrence  foi 
criminal  indictments  framed  by  this  Ad- 
vocate to  be  cast ;  and,  therefore,  ho 
should  like  to  receive  some  explauatio; 
of  the  matter  from  the  Lord  Advocah 
The  next  point  to  which  he  wished 


p 


Supply — Civil 


I  Jot-t  25,  1884)  Service  EUimatet. 


refer  was  connected  with  Sherifif  Courts. 
The  Lord  Advocate  was  aware,  no  doubt, 
that  the  question  of  double  Sheriffships 
had  been  frequently  brought  before 
Parliament.  It  was  complained  by  many 
persons  that  thoro  was  greot  expense 
and  delay,  and  he  was  obliged,  with 
g^eat  hesitation,  to  bring  his  own  county 
(Inverness)  before  the  attention  of  tlie 
Lord  Advocate.  He  held  in  his  hand  a 
.etter  just  received,  with  regard  to  his 
own  county,  in  which  the  writer  said — 

"The  state  of  our  local  Sheriff  Court  has 
I  become  intolerablo,  and  calls  for  immedinto 
I  Attvntioa  on  the  part  of  those  at  hoid-quartens. 
1  Xhu  Sheriif  cannot  bo  got  to  decide  the  cases 
Lbefore  him,  and  most  of  the  cases  in  (>ourt  are 
lljiDg  fAttiiiandnm — some  of  them  for  one  year. 
IThia  caases  a  great  loss  to  the  parties." 

ome  years  ago  there  used  to  be  com- 
laints  that  in  the  Supreme  Courts  of 
cntland  there  were  considerable  delays; 
but  of   late  years  the  despatch  of  the 
udness  in  those  Courts  had  been  satis- 
factory.    But  with  regard  to  the  other 
Courts,  where  double  Sheriffships  pre- 
iTailed,  delays  were  becoming  greater  and 
greater. 

Mb.  DICK-PEDDIEsaid,  there  could 
be  no  doubt  that  the  selliog  of  beer 
without  a  licence  was  clearly  an  illegal 
t.  It  was  an  illegal  act  under  the 
tattite,  and  if  an  act  were  illegal,  it 
joould  not  be  made  legal  by  the  Depart- 
ment condoning  it.  lie  would  like  a 
further  explunaliuu  of  this  matter,  be- 
cause he  underistoiid  it  was  one  of  tlie 
functions  of  a  Procurator  Fiscal  to  pro- 
secute whenever  an  illegal  act  was  com- 
mitted. With  regard  to  the  complaint 
tznade  by  his  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Froser- 
Mockintosh)  of  dilatoriness  on  the  part 
of  the  Sheriff  of  Inverness,  he  was 
bound  to  say  that  if  there  had  been  any 
^iiatoriness,  it,  no  doubt,  arose  from  the 
icircumstanoe,  which  was  within  his  own 
knowledge,  that  the  gentloman  in  ques- 
tion had  been  for  several  months  in  an 
iudifferent  state  of  health. 

Mb.  KENNY  said,  one  point  struck 
him  as  being  rather  peculiar  in  connec- 
tion with  this  Vote.      The  Committee 
would  observe  a  discrepancy  in  line  3  of 
Page  253,  which,  he  thought,  ought  to 
be  explained  or  removed  from  the  Esti- 
ate.      lie   perceived    that    the    First 
iClerk  to  the  Crown  Agent  had  a  mini- 
um salary  of  £500  a-year,  and  a  maxi- 
mum salary  of  £050,  rising  to  that  amount 
anannualiacremeut  of  £25,   Now,  the 
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amount  voted  for  this  official  last  year 
waa  the  minimum  salary  of  £500, 
whereas  the  amount  asked  for  this  year 
was  the  maximum  sum  of  £650.  He 
should  like  to  know  how  the  amount  of 
£125  paid  in  excess  was  accounted  for? 

TuE  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfour)  said,  if  there  were  no  other 
reasons  for  the  amount  of  salary  asked 
for  in  this  cose  than  appeared  on  the 
face  of  the  Estimate,  the  charge  would, 
of  course,  be  open  to  objection  ;  but  the 
gentleman  who  now  occupied  the  posi- 
tion of  First  Clerk  to  the  Crown  Agent, 
did  so  with  very  great  advantage  to  the 
public,  and  when,  about  six  months  ago, 
there  was  a  re-orrangement  inthe  Office, 
it  was  deemed  right  to  make  this  addi- 
tion to  his  salary. 

Mh.  KENNY  said  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  had  not  ac- 
counted for  the  excess. 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
B.altour)  said,  with  respect  tj  the  points 
raised  by  tlie  hon.  Member  for  Inver- 
ness (Mr.  Fraser-Mackinto&h),  he  did 
not  know  on  what  authority  or  evidence 
ho  hud  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that 
the  Advocates-Depute  were  appointed 
for  political  reasons,  and  not  because  of 
their  fitness  for  the  office.  His  expe- 
rience of  these  gentlemen  was  that  they 
were  exceedingly  well  qualified  for  their 
ollice  ;  and  during  the  time  ho  had  held 
his  present  position,  he  had  uniformly 
received  from  them  the  most  devoted 
and  valuable  assistance  in  the  duties  of 
the  Office.  He  hoped  the  hon.  Member 
for  Inverness  did  not  want  to  cast  any 
iuiputation  upon  them  iu  respect  of  the 
mamior  in  which  they  dischorged  their 
duties.  The  hon.  Member  had  not  in- 
dicated the  particular  Advocate-Depute 
to  whom  he  referred  ;  but  he  seemed  to 
be  under  the  impression  that  it  was 
ground  for  complaint  against  a  public 
official,  that  an  indictment  which  he  bad 
framed  or  supported  was  found  to  be 
irrelevant — a  thing  which  happened 
when  the  matter  set  out  did  not  sustain 
a  valid  criminal  charge.  It  must  be 
evident  to  all  concerned  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  law  in  this  country  and  ia 
Scotland  that  there  were  very  many  acts 
which  it  was  difficult  to  bring  under  tho 
category  of  any  particular  crime.  There 
was,  consequently,  great  difficulty  and 
nicety  in  framing  an  indictment,  and  in- 
dictments were  often  found  irrelevant 
upon  strictly  teohuical  rules  of  coustruc- 
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tion ;  acts  had  been  committed  which  it 
would  be  a  misfortune  not  to  make  the 
subjects  of  criniiual  charges,  but  with 
respect  to  which  it  was  found  on  strict 
examination  that  an  indictment  would 
not  hold.  That  was  what  hon.  Members 
would  see  in  the  pulilic  Press  every  day, 
and  he  was  satibhed  that  the  mere  fact 
of  a  particular  charge  having  failed,  was 
by  no  means  evidence  of  any  incompe- 
tence or  carelessness  on  the  part  of  those 
who  were  concerned  in  its  preparation. 
He  did  not  think  his  hon.  Friend  alleged 
that  there  'was  anything  of  that  nature 
involved  in  this  question ;  but  he  clearly 
appeared  to  think  that  the  fact  of  the 
indictment  having  failed,  constituted 
ground  of  complaint.  However,  he  felt 
sure  that,  on  reflection,  his  hon.  Friend 
would  feel  that  it  was  not  so,  and  that 
it  would  appear  to  him  that  there  was 
no  ground  for  the  suggestion  which  it 
seemed  to  him  (the  Lord  Advocate)  he 
was  ready  to  make.  With  regard  to 
the  Sheriff  Courts,  the  hon.  Member 
had  raised  a  question  which  everyone 
acquainted  with  the  administration  of 
the  law  in  Scotland  knew  to  be  a  very 
vexed  and  difficult  one — that  was  to  say, 
the  question  of  double  Sheriffship,  and 
with  regard  to  it  he  was  compelled  to  differ 
from  the  view  taken  by  his  hon.  Friend. 
But  his  hon.  Friend  must  see  that  it  was 
a  very  large  question,  and  one  involving 
many  considerations,  and  with  which 
Her  Majesty's  Government  had  no  power 
to  deal  without  an  Act  of  Parliament. 
He  quite  agreed  that  there  were  many 
matters  connected  with  the  administra- 
tion and  with  the  framework  of  the 
judicial  system  which  did  admit  of  re- 
medy, and  if  there  were  more  Parlia- 
mentary time,  he  thought  such  remedial 
legislation  would  be  a  very  fitting  sub- 
ject to  take  up.  But  at  the  present 
time  the  double  Sheriffship  did  exist ; 
and  although  he  could  not  say  he  was 
particularly  favourable  to  it  himself, 
still  it  was  a  point  on  which  there  was 
considerable  divergence  of  opinion.  But 
he  did  not  see,  looking  at  t  he presentstate 
of  Public  Business,  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  had  any  means  of  making 
immediate  proposals  to  Parliament  on  the 
subject.  Again,  his  hon.  Friend  had 
read  a  letter  which  seemed  to  reflect  on 
the  Sheriff-Principal  of  the  county  of 
Inverness.  He  could  only  say  that  ho 
had  known  that  gentleman  for  many 
years — since  the  time  he  (the  Lord  Ad- 
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vocate)  came  to  the  Bar,  and  provionslyj 
— and   he  had  never,   until  that  tiDip, 
heard  any  suggestion  made  against  him  ' 
of  the  nature  which   he  understood  to 
be  implifd  by  the  statement  of  his  hon.  J 
Friend.      The    delay    alleged    in    thia 
case    was   perfectly   new    to    him ;    be 
had    never  heard    of    it    before ;    and 
having  known  the  gentleman  in  ques-> 
tion  for  so  many  years,  it  was  not  what 
ho   should  have  exiiectcd,  nor  was  ha] 
prepared  to  accept  it  on  a  mere  passag^e 
from  a  letter  which,  in  his  judgment,  was 
iusufHcient  to  sustain  a  complaint  of  this 
kind.     If  there  existed  any  ground  fut 
the  complaint  made,  and  if  the  allega- 
tion was  made  in  a  formal  manner,  the 
matter  would  be  investigated.     Forhi», 
own  part,  he  had  no  doubt  that  an  ex* 
planation  would  be  forthcoming  of  ihe^ 
delay  which  might  have  occurred.     He 
was  bound  to  add  his  belief  that  the 
Committee  would  not  expect  him  to  say 
more  than  this,  having,   as  he  had  al> 
ready  pointed  out,  full  knowledge  of  the 
personal  character  of  this  goatleman,  as 
well  aa  the  devotion  with  which  he  had 
discharged  his  duties.     There  was   noj 
doubt  that  the  Sheriff  Courts  in  Scot- 
land had  been  generally  very  efficientlj 
administered,  and  he  did  not  think  ther6 
had  been  much  delay  in  the  transaction 
of  their  business,  although  there  might,! 
of  course,  have  been  some  in  special  cases.; 
He  believed    that  they  had  shared  in 
thi>   spirit  of  despatch  which  his   hon 
Friend  admitted   io  have  very  largelj 
pervaded   the   Supreme  Courts  duiiog 
recent  years. 

Dii.  CAMERON  said,  the  Lord  Ad,; 
vocato  had  told  the  Committee  that  tha 
proposal   of  the  Crofters'  Commission, 
with  regard  to  the  form  of  appointment 
of  Procurators  Fiscal,  was  xinder  couside^ 
ration   by  Her   Majesty's   Government; 
upon  which  he  would  remark  that  the 
proposal  had  been  under  consideration 
for  a  long  time,  and  that  it  would  be,  id 
his  opinion,  considerably  longer  befor 
anything  was  done  to  give  effect  to  it 
When  the  Conservatives  came  into  OfficeJ 
the    Lord    Advocate    would,    probably^ 
bo  ready  to  deal  with  the  matter,  and  hail 
would  be  found,  no  doubt,  supported  by  J 
theSecri'tary  to  the  Treasury,  the  Home 
Secretary,  the  Judge  Advocate  Genera' 
and  others,  who  would  have  nothing  to 
say  to  it  when  thej'  sat  on  that  side  of  the 
House.  With  regard  to  the  licensing  ques 
tioD  which  had  been  raised,  it  appeared 
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to  him  that  the  Government  acted  on 
the  principle  on  which  "Messrs.  Spenlow 
and  Jorkins"  conducted  their  business. 
Deputations  innumerable  camo  up  to 
London  to  see  the  Lord  Advocate.  Thej 
■were  received  with  the  utmost  polite- 
ness; they  were  assured  that  nothing 
vma  more  at  the  heart  of  the  Qovornment 
than  the  carrying  out  of  the  legislation 
thought  to  be  necessary;  that  none  more 
bitterly  deplored  the  present  state  of 
thinge;  and  that  none  were  more  anxi- 
ous to  giveeffect  to  the  heart- felt  desireaof 
those  jiersons  who  wished  to  free  them- 
selves from  this  curse  of  drink.  Thus,  the 
deputation  afterwards  wentaway  satisfied 
for  the  time  being.  But,  to  return  to  his 
illustration,  it  was  found  that  "Mr. 
Speulow  was  perfectly  willing  that  the 
law  should  be  given  effect  to,  but — there 
isMr.  Jorkins!''  And  Mr.  Jorkins,  in  this 
instance,  was  personified  by  the  Secretarj- 
to  the  Treasury.  Of  course,  he  and 
his  hon.  Friends  could  not  carry  out  the 
law  ;  it  was  the  business  of  Parliament 
to  make  laws ;  and  when  a  law  was  made 
with  the  most  deliberate  intention  by 
Parliament,  it  was  the  business  of  the 
Government  to  administer  that  law. 
The  Government  were  very  ready  in 
making  promises  to  the  supporters  of 
the  Permissive  Bill ;  but  it  appeared  to 
him  that,  in  this  instance,  they  had  been 
a  Permissive  Bill  unto  themselves,  hav- 
iug  granted  this  licence  in  spite  of  all 
they  could  have  done  to  prevent  it.  On 
that  account,  he  should  take  a  Division 
on  his  Amendment  for  the  reduction  of 
the  Vote. 

Mn.  KEXNY  said,  he   did  not  agree 
with  hon.  Gentlemen  from  Scotland  oppo- 
site,  because  he   believed   there  was  a 
Tery  wide  difference  between  the  case  of 
he  individual  in  question  and  that  of  the 
ihebeen  man.     The  difference  was  that 
hereas  the   shebeen   man   sold  liquor 
ithout  any  licence  whatever,   this  in- 
ividual  had  received  permission  to  sell 
iijuor.     Under  those  circumstances  he 
"id  not  think  ho  ought  to  bo  prosecuted. 
He  was  a  man  who  went  to  the  authori- 
ties and  asked  for  a  licence,  and  it  was 
Bttid  they  refused  to  give  him  the  licence 
— if  80,  it   was    a    great    shame — but 
•the  Excise  Department  took  no  steps  to 
torfere  with  his  selling  liquor.   There- 
'ore,  he  could  not  support  the  Motion  of 
e    hon.   Gentleman   the   Member  for 
lasgow  (Dr.  Cameron)  for  the  reduc- 
ion  of  the  Vote  by  the  amount  of  the 
Bolary  of  the  Procurator  Fiscal  of  Dum- 


fries. He  observed  on  Page  254  of  the 
Estimates  a  charge  of  £1,100  for  the 
Sheriff  of  Lanarkshire  for  salaries  of 
criminal  officers  in  Glasgow.  He  also 
observed  that  there  was  no  Vote  under 
this  head  last  year,  and,  therefore,  he 
would  like  to  know  what  this  new  charge 
was  for,  and  what  were  the  functions  of 
the  so-called  criminal  ofiicers  in  Glas- 
gow? 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfouu)  said,  the  question  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Ennis  (Mr.  Kenny)  was 
very  fairly  raised  on  this  Vote,  and  the 
explanation  was  simply  this — that  for- 
merly these  officers  were  paid  by  fees,  but 
latterly  every  opportunity  which  pre- 
sented itself  for  commuting  those  fees 
for  fixed  salaries  had  been  availed  of, 
and  the  consequence  was  the  present 
charge  for  the  salaries  of  criminal  officers 
at  Glasgow.  The  alteration  was  one 
which  he  believed  the  Committee  would 
approve. 

Sir  WILFEID  LAWSON  said,  as 
the  Committee  could  get  no  satisfaction 
out  of  the  Lord  Advocate,  they  might, 
perhaps,  get  something  out  of  the  Se- 
cretary to  the  Treasury.  He  would  be 
glad  to  hear  whether  that  hon.  Gentle- 
man approved  this  breaking  of  the  Law 
of  Excise  at  Dumfries?  His  hon.  Friends 
and  himself  did  not  want  to  divide  on 
the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Glasgow,  if  they  could  get  an  assurance 
that  the  law  would  be  carried  out.  His 
hon.  Friend  had  told  the  Committee  that 
this  sort  of  thing  was  perpetually  coming 
up  in  Scotland.  [The  Lord  Advo- 
cate dissented]  The  Lord  Advocate 
shook  bis  head,  which  showed  that  he 
had  a  bad  cape.  The  way  the  authorities 
had  dealt  with  the  licence  in  this  case 
reminded  him  of  the  old  barrel  that 
used  to  be  kept  until  the  heir  came  of 
age.  The  Lord  Advocate  would  only 
allow  the  licence  to  be  used  when  this 
individual  had  reached  the  age  of  21. 
However,  he  relied  much  on  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  to  clear  up  the 
difficulty.  He  desired  to  put  two  ques- 
tions. Was  it  lethal  for  this  young  man 
to  be  selling  drink  at  the  present  time? 
If  not,  who  was  responsible  for  his  not 
being  prosecuted  ? 

Mil.  ILLINQWORTH  said,  the  posi- 
tion takeu  up  by  the  Government  seemed 
to  be  that  when  a  young  man  came  of 
age  he  should  have  a  licence  to  sell 
liquor,  and  that  before  he  came  of  age 
ho  should  have  every  opportunity  of 


555 


Supply — Civil 


ICOMMONSJ 


Strviet  EtiimatM. 


658 


breaking  the  law.  [The  Lord  Advocatb 
dissented.]  The  Lord  Advocate  bhook 
his  head,  as  much  as  to  say  that 
the  matter  was  a  very  simple  one.  But 
a  principle  of  importance  was  involved, 
and  he  should  have  thought  that  the 
state  of  aOfairs  which  had  been  disclosed 
would  be  insupportable  in  Scotland  after 
the  statement  of  the  Lord  Advocate.  For 
his  own  part,  he  could  not  see  why  his 
hon.  Friends  on  those  Benches  should  be 
called  upon  to  lower  their  flag  at  all ; 
he  thought  thej'  wero  bound  to  go  to  a 
Division,  otherwise  they  would  be  par- 
ties to  this  lax  administration  of  the 
law.  If  this  young  man  were  to  be  al- 
lowed to  sell  liquor  for  profit  without  a 
licence,  he  would  like  to  know  where 
the  matter  would  end.  He  was  bound 
to  say  that  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  had,  by  his  statement  on  this 
question,  laid  himself  open  to  consider- 
able comment.  It  was  of  such  a  cha- 
racter that  he  hoped  his  bon.  Friend  iho 
Member  for  Glasgow  (Dr.  Cameron) 
would  divide  the  Committee  on  his  Mo- 
tion. 

Me.  KENNY  said,  with  regard  to  the 
payment  of  the  Procurators  Fiscal  by 
fees,  that  he  should  have  oxpoetod  the 
Fstimate  would  show  exactly  the  amount 
of  fees  in  excess  of  the  amounts  aidced 
for  Inst  vear. 

Mu.  COUETNEY  pointed  out  that,  in 
consequence  of  thH  present  arrangement, 
the  .salaries  appeared  as  dimiuibhing, 
and  the  fof  s  as  increasing. 

AfE  JOSEl^H  COWEN  said,  that  if 
the  case  at  Dumfries  were  exceptional, 
he  thought  it  might  bo  passed  ovtr ; 
but  if  it  were  not,  the  matter  assumed 
a  very  different  form,  and  it  was  mott  im- 
portant that  some  stpps  should  be  taken. 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfour)  said,  it  was  only  right  to  say 
that  his  information  about  this  cose  bad 
come  to  him  exclusively  in  reply  to  his 
inquiries.  The  caso  had  never  been 
reported  to  his  Department,  and  he 
knew  nothing  about  it  until,  in  conse- 
quence of  Questions  in  that  House,  he 
caused  inquiries  to  be  made,  with  the 
result  stated.  That  iufcirmation  he  had 
laid  before  the  Committee.  He  never 
knew  another  case  like  it.  He  had  no- 
thing whatever  to  do  with  licences,  or 
the  supervision  of  publicans,  or  anybody 
else. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  he  was  not  at 
all  aware  that  this  was  a  customary 

Mr.  lUinguorLh 


case;  he  looked  upon  it,  on  the  eon- 
trnry,  as  distinctly  abnormal.  With 
respect  to  the  observations  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Carlisle  (Sir  Wilfrid  Law- 
son),  the  hon.  Bai-onet  knew  perfectly 
well  that  hu  was  not  responsible  for  the 
administration  of  the  Law  of  Licence.  He 
was  responsible,  to  a  certain  extent,  for 
the  collection  of  the  money  paid  for 
licences. 

Dr.  CAMERON  said,  he  could  assure 
the  Committee  that  this  was  not.an  ex- 
ceptional case  ;  he  should,  therefore,  go 
to  a  Division  on  his  Amendment  as  a 
protest  against  the  acquie*cfuce  of  the 
legal  authorities  in  the  infraction  of  tha 
law.  Last  year  he  had  asked  Questions 
with  regard  to  three  similar  cases  ia 
Fraserburgh ;  and  this  year,  also,  he 
had  asked  a  Question  with  regard  to  a 
caso  of  the  kind  at  Bellshill.  Nor  were 
these  all  the  cases  that  had  been  brought 
to  his  attention,  although  he  had  not 
thought  it  necessary  to  make  every  one 
of  them  the  subject  of  a  Question  in 
that  House.  They  were  of  far  more 
frequent  oecurrenoo  than  might  be  sup- 
posed, in  spite  of  the  elaborate  system 
of  Rules  laid  down  to  prevent  the  sale  of 
liquor  without  licence ;  and  he  felt  bound 
to  express  hia  regret  aud  surprise  that 
the  Questions  he  had  put  in  that  House 
hud  mailo  so  little  impression  upon  the 
Members  of  the  Government  to  whom 
they  were  addressed. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayos  19; 
Noes  58:  Majority  39.  —  (Div.  List, 
No.  184.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(4.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £42,657,  be 
granted  to  Ilcr  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Chttrge  whidi  will  como 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  3 let  day  of  March  lS8o,  for  the  ■Sal.'iries and 
Expenses  of  the  Courts  of  haw  and  Justice  in 
Scotland,  and  othi-r  Legal  Charges.'' 

Mk.  FRASER-MACKINTOSH  said, 
he  desired  to  have  on  explanation  from 
the  Lord  Advocate  of  one  item  in  this 
Vote — namely,  £3a0  for  the  Deputy 
Keeper  of  the  Signet.  Some  20  yeara 
ago,  a  professional  man  in  Edinburgh  of 
great  practice  was  appointed  Keeper  of 
the  Register  of  Sasines.  This  appoint- 
ment was  considered  so  objectionable, 
in  view  of  the  great  private  practice  of 
the  iJcrson  appointed,  that  in  the-  year 
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1868  an  Act  of  Parliament  was  passed 
regulating  the  registration  of  writs  in 
Scotland,  and  by  Section  20  of  the 
30  &  31  Fict.  0.  64,  it  was  declared 
that  when  the  office  of  Keeper  of  the 
Register  of  SasineR  became  vacant,  the 
next  person  appointed  should  hold  no 
other  place,  either  by  himself  or  by 
deputy.  Now,  a  few  years  ago,  on  the 
death  of  the  holder  of  the  office  of  the 
Deputy  Keeper  of  the  Signet,  a  new 

'  appointment  was  made ;  and  who  was 
the  person  appointed?  The  House 
would  be  surprised  to  hear  that  the  very 
individual  was  appointed  who,  by  the 
Aet  of  1868,  was  declared,  inferentially, 
not  to  be  a  suitable  person,  lie  under- 
stood the  patrijnage  of  the  office  rested 
with  the  Lord  Clerk  Register,  and  not 
with  the  Grown  ;  but  ho  wished  to  kuow 
whether,  seeing  that  the  Act  of  18(>8 
showed  that  the  person  who  held  the 
office  of  Keeper  of  the  Register  of 
Sasines  had  occupation  enough  to  do  to 
keep  that  office  alone,  and  that  some 
years  afterwards  he  was  selected  for  a 
second  post — he  wished  to  know  whe- 
ther the  Lord  Advocate  or  the  Crown 
did,  or  did  not,  make  any  objection  fo 
the  api)ointmontof  this  official,  and  whe- 

'  ther  or  not  it  was  competent  now  fi)r 
them  to  refuse  to  pay  any  salary  for  the 
service  ? 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfour)  said,  he  was  not  aware  that 
the  Crown  either  did  or  could  make  any 
objection  to  this  appointment ;  and  he 
could  only  say  that,  even  if  it  had  been 

[in  the  power  of  the  Crown  to  make  any 
" ,  objection,  if  the  case  had  been  re- 

^  ented  to  him  ho  should  have  advised 
the  Crown  not  to  make  it,  because  the 
Act  referred  to  did  not   relate  to  this 

I  matter,  but  pointed  to  cases  where 
differenco  of  opinion  existed,  and  pro- 

[  vided  that,  in  future,  holders  of  the  office 
of  Keitper  of  the  Register  of  Sa-,inos 
fehould  not  be  engaged  in  private  prac- 
tice. That  Act  did  not,  however,  make 
any  provision  with  respect  to  the  present 
holder.  As  his  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Fraaer- 
Mackintosh)  had  made  reference  to  that 
g^tloman,  he  (the  Lord  Advocate) 
could  only  say  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
everyone  acquainted  with  the  services 
he  had  rendered  to  the  important  De- 
partment with  which  he  was  connected, 
those  services  hud  been  most  valuable  to 
the  Office.  A  great  many  changes  which 
had  been  made  in  the  system  of  register- 


ing and  for  giving  additional  security  to 
the  Scotch  system  of  land  rights  and 
additional  facilities  for  the  searching  of 
those  rights,  were  due  to  this  gentleman. 
He  (the  Lord  Advocate)  did  not  know 
whether  it  was  suggested  that  this  gen- 
tlemen holding  the  office  of  Deputy 
Keeper  of  the  Signet  interfered  with  his 
proper  discharge  of  the  duties  of  Keeper 
of  the  Register  of  Sasines ;  but  it  was 
certain  that  such  was  not  the  case. 

Mr.FRASER-MACKINTOSH:  May 
I  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  if  this  gentle- 
man discharges  the  duties  of  this  office 
in  person  ?  Does  lie  ever  go  near  tlie 
Office  ? 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
BALFOtm) :  This  gentleman  does  dis- 
charge his  duties  in  person  most  cer- 
tainly. 

Mr.  eraser -MACKINTOSH:  I 
mean  the  duties  of  Deputy  Keeper  of  the 
Signet  ? 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfouh)  :  I  am  not  aware  of  that — I 
am  not  so  well  acquainted  with  the  duties 
of  the  Deputy  Keeper  of  the  Signet.  I 
should  not,  however,  think  them  par- 
ticularly onerous.  These  duties  the  pre- 
sent holder  of  the  office,  I  understand, 
has  discharged  with  efficiency  and  great 
success. 

Dr.  CAMERON  said,  he  thought  it 
would,  perhaps,  be  worth  the  while  of 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  to  look 
into  the  mutter,  and  see  whether  there 
was  any  necessity  to  pay  a  salai-y  of  £350 
a-yearfora  Deputy  Keeper  of  the  Signet. 
Probably  that  £350  a-year  might  be 
saved  to  the  State.  The  point,  however, 
he  (Dr.  Cameron)  wished  more  particu- 
larly to  call  attention  to  was  in  connec- 
tion with  the  office  of  Extractor.  There 
had  been  numerous  complaints  in  tbia 
matter.  The  duty  of  the  Extractor  was 
to  extract  judgments. 

TuE  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfour)  :  I  rather  think  my  hon. 
Friend  is  about  to  refer  to  another  Ex- 
tractor— ^not  to  the  one  affected  by  tliia 
Vote. 

Dr.  CAMERON  :  I  rather  think  the 
salary  of  the  one  I  wish  to  refer  to  cornea 
under  this  Vote, 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfour)  :  No  ;  it  comes  under  another 
Vote. 

Db.  CAMERON  said,  he  thought  he 
was  right  in  the  matter.  He  wished  to 
refer  to  tho  Extractor  of  the  Court  of 
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aion.  The  Extractor  to  whom  he  waa 
referring  was  complained  of  very  se- 
rioualy  by  solicitors  and  litigants,  who 
complained  that  they  could  not  get  their 
extracts  out  of  him.  Having  got  their 
judgments,  they  were  kept  a  long  time, 
■under  one  plea  or  another,  waiting  for 
■what  they  wanted.  There  was  another 
complaint.  A  gentleman  who,  at  onetime, 
■was  in  the  Office,  had  gone  very  minutely 
into  the  whole  workingof  the  Extractor's 
Office,  and  had  compiled  a  specific  list 
of  many  hundreds  of  cases,  showing  that, 
in  the  case  of  a  large  percentage  of  tho 
extracts  procured  by  the  public,  a  charge 
was  made  more  than  the  statutory 
charge.  In  cases  where  a  number  of 
extracts  were  taken,  the  over-charge  was 
considerable.  Well,  the  law  provided 
that  if  any  circumstances  of  that  kind 
were  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
Lord  Advocate,  tliere  should  bo  a  clean 
sweep  made ;  but  specific  cases  of  these 
over-charges  had  been  brought  under 
the  notice  of  tho  Lord  Advocate  by  hiia- 
self  (Dr.  Cameron),  who  had  told  him 
that  the  man  who  had  given  him  his  in- 
formation had  been  disuiissed  from  the 
Office  under  cirtunistances  which  were 
not  creditable.  lie  (Dr.  Cameron)  know 
notliing  about  this  man  who  had  drawn 
up  tho  list  of  eases.  Tlio  statement  of 
tho  Lord  Advocate  was  altogether  dis- 
puted by  him  ;  but,  however  accu- 
rate the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman might  be,  it  had  nothing  what- 
ever to  do  with  (he  question.  In  tiie 
list  there  were  a  large  number  of  cases 
— hundreds  of  cases  given,  chapter  and 
verse.  Either  these  allegations  were 
true,  or  they  were  not  true,  and  a  refer- 
ence to  the  books  of  tho  Department 
ought  to  enable  a  calculation  to  bo  made 
to  sliow  whether  there  had  been  over- 
charges made  or  not.  He  (Dr.  Cameron) 
contended  that  it  was  in  the  public  in- 
terest, and  their  duty  to  the  public,  for 
those  in  authoriiy  to  see  whether  over- 
charges were  made  in  connettion  with 
any  Public  Office,  and  where  they  wore 
found  to  exist  to  put  an  end  to  tliem  at 
once.  In  addition  to  this  matter  of  over- 
charging, he  was  told  that  this  office  of 
Extractor  was  one  wliich  could  well  be 
dispensed  with.  Unless  he  had  been  mis- 
iiilormed,  nothing  analogous  to  it  existed 
in  England.  It  wa'i  a  drawbock  ogijinst 
litigants  enforcing  their  rights.  He  wa.i 
not  aware  of  the  precise  method  adopted 
in  England,  but  he  was  assured  that  it 

Dr.  Cameron 


was  quite  as  satisfactory  as  the  Scotch. 
Before  moving  a  reduction  in  the  Vote, 
he  should  like  to  hear  what  explanation 
the  right  hon  and  learned  Gentleman 
might  have  to  offer  on  tho  three  points 
he  had  mentioned — namely,  the  over- 
charges, the  delays,  and  tho  absence  of 
necessity  for  the  office  ? 

The  chairman  (Mr,  Eaikks)  :  The 
hon.  Member  has  not  moved  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  Vote. 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfoue)  said,  that,  no  doubt,  various 
questions  had  been  raised  as  to  the  office 
of  Extractor,  whose  duty  was  to  draw  i 
up  copies  of  the  decrees  of  justice.  No 
doubt,  there  had  been  various  complaints 
and  questions  raised  as  to  the  admiuis- 
tration  of  the  Office,  and,  so  far  from 
these  complaints  not  having  been  effec- 
tive, they  were  made  the  subject  of  care- 
ful examination  by  tho  officials  of  the 
Treasury  and  the  Crown  Agent  acting 
under  bis  direction,  so  that  tho  matter 
had  been  fully  gone  into.  There  did 
appear  to  have  been  some  irregularities; 
but  he  did  not  think  there  had  been  any 
clear  defalcations  except  on  tho  part  of 
the  person  whom  his  hon.  Friend  (Dr. 
Cameron)  spoke  of  as  his  informant  in 
the  matter. 

Dr.  CAMERON:  No;  not  my  in- 
formant. 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
B.\LFouii)   said,  that,  at  any  rate,  this] 
person  had    been  proved  to  have  beea 
guilty  of  very  grave  defalcations — de- 
iiilciitions which  the  Extractor,  with  great 
kindness,  perhaps,  with  too  great  kind- 
ne.ss,  had  overlooked  at  the  time.     Then 
lollowed  the  charges  to  which  tho  hon. 
Gentleman   had   referred ;   but,    so   far 
from  this  person  having  any  cause  of 
complaint,  if  the  Extractor  was  to  blame 
at   all,   it  was  for  having   treated  him 
with  undue  leniency.     This  person  had  I 
commenced    an    action    in    the   Courts  | 
against   the  Extractor,  but,  seemingly, 
had  not  gone  on  with  it.     The  hon.  Qen-  I 
tleman  the   Secretary  to   the   Treasury 
would  bear  him  (Dr.  Cameron)  out  when 
he  said  that,  both  on  the  part  of  the  Trea- 
sury and  his  own  part,  full  iuquiry  had  ' 
been  made  into  the  Extractor's  Office, 
and  they  hod  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  public  had  no  reason  to  complain  in  I 
regard  to  defalcatiims. 

Dr.  CAMERON  said,  the  Lord  Ad- 
vocate  told  tliem  there  were  defalcations 
in  tho  Extractor's  Office  in  consequence 
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of  which  the  gentleman  whom  the  right 
hon.  and  loarned  Gentleman  designated 
as  his  (Dr.  Cameron's)  informant  was 
dismissed.  Now,  in  the  first  place,  the 
gentleman  in  question  altogether  denied 
the  Lord  Advocate's  statement ;  and,  in 
the  second  place,  he  was  not  his  (Dr. 
Cameron's)  informant.  This  gentleman 
had  published  a  volume  giving  instancts 
in  which  those  over-charges  occurred. 
The  Lord  Advocate  had  been  questioned 
about  the  over-charges,  and  he  said  they 
rested  on  the  statement  of  the  dismissed 
official.  It  did  not  matter  whom  the 
charges  were  made  by — whether  by  Ana- 
nias and  Sapphirn,  or  anyone  else.  Chap- 
ter and  verse  of  the  defalcations  were 
given.  The  amouiitstheOffico  was  entitled 
to  charge  under  the  Statute  were  given, 
and  the  amounts  actually  charged  were 
set  forth.  The  Lord  Advocate  had  not 
promised  to  make  any  investigation  into 
the  matter  at  the  time  the  disclosure 
was  made,  and  he  had  not  told  them 
whether  ho  had  since  made  any  investi- 
gation into  the  specific  charges.  These 
wore  not  the  matters  in  regard  to  which 
the  person  who  had  given  the  informa- 
tion had  been  dismissed.  If  this  man 
bad  had  anything  to  do  with  these  things, 
it  was  not  likely  that  he  would  have 
published  his  defalcations  to  the  world. 
At  any  rate,  if  he  had  done  so,  he  should 
have  been  punished.  The  dismissal  was 
owing  to  ft  dispute  between  the  person 
dismissed  and  the  Extractor.  Person- 
ally, he  (Dr.  Cameron)  had  not  investi- 
gated the  matter.  That  duty  devolved 
upon  the  Lord  Advocate.  Ho  was  bound 
by  Statute  to  look  into  the  charge.",  and 
yet  he  had  not  said  that  he  had  looked 
into  them.  He  (Dr.  Cameron)  did  not 
wish  to  go  into  the  dispute  between  this 
man  and  the  Extractor;  but  desired 
simply  to  know  whether  the  list  of 
alleged  over-charges  had  been  investi- 
gated, and  whether  anything  had  been 
done  to  punish  the  individiiah  who  made 
them,  and  to  prevent  over-charge  in 
future  ? 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  fMr.  J.  B. 
Balfodb)  said,  he  was  not  in  a  position 
to  say  whether  all  tho  2)articular  in- 
stances alleged  in  the  pamphlet  wliich 
this  gentleman  had  published  had  been 
gone  into  individually ;  but  he  knew 
that,  with  this  document  and  other  docu- 
ments before  them,  the  Treasury  officials 
and  the  Crown  Agent  had  made  the  best 
investigation  into  the  matter  they  could. 
Tlier9  did  seem,  so  far  as  eupervisioa 


was  concerned,  that  there  had  been  a 
certain  amount  of  laxity  in  looking  after 
the  work  of  subordinate  clerks.  There 
had,  however,  been  nothing  discovered 
reflecting  on  the  integrity  and  honour  of 
the  Extractor.  8o  far  as  he  (the  Lord 
Advocate)  knew,  the  only  person  against 
whom  defalcations  appeared  to  be  estab- 
lished was  the  gentleman  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber referred  to.  He  (the  Lord  Advo- 
cate) had  not  gone  fully  into  the  ques- 
tion of  tho  dismis.^!.  The  man  denied 
that  he  was  dismissed  on  account  of  the 
alleged  defalcations  about  which  he  had 
given  information,  and  he  (tho  Lord 
Advocate)  did  not  say  he  was;  but  it 
was,  nevertheless,  the  fact  that  this  per- 
son had  been  guilty  of  defalcations  to  a 
very  considerable  extent. 

Dr.  CAMERON  said,  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  had  again  en- 
tirely evaded  the  point.  As  the  volume 
of  over-charges  referred  to  had  not  been 
published  until  after  the  man  was  dis- 
missed, it  was  impossible  that  he  could 
have  been  discharged  in  consequence  of 
an  investigation  into  the  over-charges. 
Every  question  he  (Dr.  Cameron)  had 
put  liad  been  evaded.  It  appeared  to 
him  that,  in  the  interests  of  justice,  the 
Lord  Advocate,  on  whom  the  statutory 
duty  devolved,  should  look  into  the  mat- 
ter. The  right  hon .  and  learned  Gentleman 
said  that,  if  anyone  had  been  wronged, 
he  should  have  proceeded  against  tho 
Extractor.  Imagine  a  man  who  had 
been  over-charged  to  the  extent  of  10». 
bringing  an  action  to  recover  the 
amount.  Winking  at  these  over- 
charges, and  permitting  them,  was  a 
scandal,  and  he  should  therefore,  move 
to  reduce  the  Vote  by  the  sum  of 
£500,  being  the  salary  of  the  principal 
Extractor. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  a  sum,  not  excotding  £42,].57,  1)0 
granted  to  Uor  Miijcsty,  to  comploto  tho  8uni 
neeessnry  to  ilofray  the  Chiirpe  which  will  come 
in  course  of  puymeut  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  3Ut  day  of  Miirvh  1886,  for  the  S>iiluries 
and  E.xpenses  of  tho  Couila  of  Law  and  Justice 
in  Scotland,  and  other  IjCgal  Charges." — (Dr. 
Cameron.) 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes  23  ; 
Noes  59  :  Majority  36. — (Div.  List, 
No.  185.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mk.  KENNY  asked  for  an  Expla- 
uatioQ  of  the  item  of  £1,000  lor  "£x. 
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pensea  of  agents  attendingto  tlie  interests 
of  the  Orown."  It  appeared  from  this 
Vote  that  the  Grown  appointed  the 
agents,  and  jjaid  them  out  of  the  Con- 
solidated Fund.  Further  ou  there  was 
a  sum  of  £450  for  "  Costs  and  expenses 
recovered  from  the  Office  of  Woods  in 
actions  to  which  the  Crown  is  a  party ; " 
and,  again,  under  the  heading  "  Law 
Agents'  bills  of  charges,"  £1,000  for 
the  Office  of  Woods.  Perhaps,  the 
Lord  Advocate  would  explain  theeo 
items  ? 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
BALJ'ontt)  said,  the  £  1,000  was  the 
solicitor's  charges  in  certain  civil  actiuns. 
The  Agents  for  Woods  and  Forests  were 
charged  for  separately. 

Mn.  RAMS  AY  said,  he  voted  in  the 
minority  in  the  recent  Division  with 
considerable  reluctance,  because  he  had 
hitherto  believed  that  the  administration 
of  justice  in  Scotland  was  fiee  from  the 
shadow  of  suspicion.  He  felt  that  when 
charges  were  made  against  individuals 
or  Departments  employed  in  the  admi- 
nistration of  justice,  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Lord  Advocate 
should,  whether  he  was  bound  by  statu- 
tory obligations  resting  upon  him  or 
not,  in  the  interest  of  the  public,  make 
such  investigations  as  to  whether  the 
individuals  or  Departments  charged  were 
free  from  the  suspicion  of  defalcations 
of  any  kind.  It  did  not  appear  to  him 
that  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man had  given  a  satisfactory  explana- 
tion of  the  various  delays  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  various  Departments 
connected  with  the  Supreme  Court.  He 
felt  that  any  undue  delay  in  any  one 
Department  should,  in  the  public  in- 
terest, be  satisfactorily  explained.  He 
felt  that  when  any  aspersions  were  cast 
upon  the  administration  of  justice,  the 
Lord  Advocate  should  not  rebt  satisfied 
until  he  had  obtained  full  satisfaction  in 
his  own  mind  that  the  whole  adminis- 
tration was  perfectly  pure,  and,  as  lie 
(Mr.  Ramsay)  said,  free  from  the 
shadow  of  suspicion.  He  did  not 
regret  having  voted,  apparently,  against 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  because  he 
failed  to  see  that  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman gave  a  satisfactory  .explanation 
either  as  to  the  delays  he  (Mr.  Ramsay) 
had  referred  to,  or  as  to  the  defal- 
cations which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
himself  admitted  had  occurred,  and 
which  were  a  disgrace  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice  in  their  country. 

Mr.  Kfnny 


The  LORD  ADVOC.VTE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Baij-oi;k)  said,  he  fully  accepted  tho 
responsibility  for  the  duty  of  making  an 
investigation  into  such  a  matter  as  that 
alleged  ;  and  he  thought  he  stated  that 
he  did  make  an  investigation,  and  that 
the  Treasury,  for  their  own  purposes, 
also  made  an  investigation  at  the  same 
time.  The  result  of  his  investigation 
was,  that  there  did  appear  to  have  been 
some  delay  in  the  extracting  of  judg- 
ments on  the  part  of  subordinate  clerks; 
but  certainly  nothing  derogatory  at- 
tached to  the  integrity  or  the  honour  of 
the  gentleman  who  hold  the  ofiico  of 
Extractor.  There  had  been  a  certain 
amount  of  complaint  with  regard  to  the 
delay,  and  that  was  one  of  the  matters 
investigated.  Complaint  was  also  made 
of  delay  in  tho  extracting  of  deeds. 
The  extracting  of  deeds,  however,  be- 
longed to  tlie  Lord  Clerk  Register's  De- 
partment, a  Department  for  which  he 
was  in  no  sense  responsible. 

Mb.  ANDERSON  asked  what  was 
the  meaning  of  the  item  for  investi- 
gating Peerages  ?  Was.  it  not  the  fact 
that  gentlemen  who  claimed  Peerages 
had  to  make  their  own  investigations, 
and  pay  the  cost  of  such  investiga- 
tions ? 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfoub)  said,  that  since  he  had  held 
the  Office  he  had  now  the  honour  to 
hold,  there  had  not  been  any  charge 
under  this  head  that  had  actually  come 
against  the  Crown,  because  there  had 
not  been  any  Scotch  Peerage  cases 
daring  tho  last  two  or  throe  years  ;  but 
it  had  always  been  the  practice,  both  in 
England  and  Scotland,  for  those  who 
represented  tho  Crown,  which  was  the 
fountain  of  honour,  to  see  that  any 
claims  which  were  made  to  Peerages  in 
either  country  were  not  allowed  to  pass 
unless  they  were  satisfied  that  the  claims 
had  been  made  out.  Accordingly,  it  had 
always  been  the  custom  that,  in  Peerage 
I  oftsos  in  the  House  of  Lords,  the  Attor- 
ney General  in  the  case  of  England, 
and  the  Lord  Advocate  in  the  case  of 
Scotland,  had  appeared  in  fulhluient  of 
their  duty  as  representing  the  Crown, 
from  which  all  honours  flowed.  He  had 
never  had  the  honour  of  appearing  in 
such  a  case ;  but  if  a  claim  to  a  Scotch. 
Peerage  came  to  be  made,  it  would  be 
the  duty  of  the  Crown  Solicitors  to  make 
certain  investigations,  so  that  the  Crowu 
might  be  advised  whether  the  claim  was 
\  well-founded  or  not ;  and  the  Committee 
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of  Privileges,  when  they  came  to  hear 
a  Peerage  case,  always  expected  that 
couueel  representing  tho  Crown  should 
sura  up  the  case,  and  indicate  whether 
the  Committee  ought  or  ought  not  to 
grant  the  title. 

Mb.  BAMSAY  said,  he  should  like  the 
right  hon.  nnd  loarnod  Gentleman  tho 
Lord  Advocate  to  say  who  was  resjxm- 
sible  for  the  provision  of  such  an  nde- 
quiitB  btaff  as  would  secure  that  there 
should  be  no  delay  in  any  Department 
with  regard  to  deeds  or  extracts  of  deeds  ? 
Perhaps  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman might  tell  him  that  it  was  the 
Treasury,  and  not  himself  personally, 
who  was  responsible  for  the  appointment 
of  such  a  staff  as  would  guard  against 
undue  delay.  If  the  Treasury  was 
responsible,  the  injustice  was  more  aggra- 
vated, because  the  people  of  Scotland 
paid  fees  adequato  to  secure  despatch. 

The  LOKD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfour)  said,  the  last  question  of  hia 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Eanisay)  related  not  to 
the  Vote  applicable  to  Law  and  Justice, 
but  to  the  Vote  relative  to  the  Register 
House.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  was  the 
Treasury  and  the  Registrar  General's 
Depaitment  who  were  responsible.  Ho 
did  not  feel  competent  to  go  fully  into 
the  subject :  but  he  might  point  out  that 
it  would  not  be  quite  just  to  assume  that 
wherever  ihere  was  delay  there  was  ne- 
cessarily blame,  because  there  were  cer- 
tain functions  requiring  to  be  performed 
both  in  the  writing  up  of  regihters  and 
in  the  making  of  oxtract.s,  whicii,  from 
their  very  nature,  prevented  more  than 
a  certain  number  of  persons  being  em 
ployed  on  the  work  simultaneously.  The 
work  would  bo  done,  he  was  sure,  with 
all  due  despatch,  and  whatovor  staff  was 
necessary  would  be  emplnvcd. 

Ma.  ARTHUR  ARNOLD  wished  to 
ask  a  question  with  reference  to  a  De- 
partment in  which  he  had  taken  consi- 
derable interest — namely,  that  of  Woods 
and  Forests.  He  noticed  that  in  this 
Vote  there  was  a  charge  of  £1,000  for 
"  Law  Agents'  bills  of  chargos  for  the 
OfBco  of  Woods  and  Forests."  He  was 
speaking  from  memory  ;  but  he  thought 
he  was  quite  correct  in  saying  that  tho 
Crown  Woods  and  Forests  in  Scotland 
were  condned  to  six  farms  in  Caithness. 
Was  it  possible  that,  under  such  circum- 
Btances,  there  should  be  a  charge  of 
£1,000  for  law  agents'  charges  ? 

Tdk  lord  advocate  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfoub)  Bald,  that  all  the  Orowu  fishe- 


ries nnd  teinds,  and  such  things,  in  Scot- 
land carae  under  this  head.  It  would  be 
satisfactory  to  the  hon.  Member  (Mr. 
Arthur  Arnold)  to  know  that  the  law 
charges  of  the  Department  had  very 
largely  diiuinished  of  late  years.  There 
was  less  litigation  than  formerly. 

Mr.  ^VRTUIJR  ARNOLD  said,  that 
fisheries  rould  not  come  under  the  head 
of  Woods  and  Forests. 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfour)  said,  the  public  fisheries  did 
not,  but  the  Crown  salmon  tisheries  cer- 
tainly did ;  and  many  of  the  greatest 
questions  that  had  arisen  in  the  Depart- 
uAeut  bad  related  to  salmon  fisheries, 
and  also  to  foreshores. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  said,  the 
Lord  Advocate  had  not  explained  how 
the  £1,000  for  expenses  of  agents  attend- 
ing to  the  interests  of  the  Crown  was 
distributed.  All  he  had  given  theCom- 
mittue  to  understand  was,  although  eome 
years  ago  a  good  portion  of  the  money 
went  for  investigating  Peerage  claims, 
of  lato  years  no  such  work  had  been 
done.  If  that  was  tho  case,  the  Govern- 
ment could  not  want  all  tbe  money,  and 
it  would  be  fair  to  move  a  reduction  of 
tho  Vote  for  that  reason  alone.  But 
with  regard  to  the  Office  of  Woods,  the 
explanation  of  the  Lord  Advocate  did 
not  appear  to  explain  anything.  They 
found  that  £450  was  sot  down  for  office 
work  in  the  Office  of  Woods  ;  but  three 
lines  above  that  £1,000  was  charged  for 
the  Office  of  Woods.  It  would  occur  to 
anybody  that  if  £1,000  was  charged  for 
tho  Office  of  Woods,  and  if  costs  and 
expenses  were  recovered  to  the  amount 
of  £-150,  that  £450  might  well  come  out 
of  the  £1,000;  but.  instead  of  that,  it 
was  added  to  it.  There  must  be  an 
error  there.  If  there  was  not.  then  an 
explanation  was  wanted.  Perhaps  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  could 
give  the  Committee  further  information  ? 

Tbb  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfoub)  said,  tho  hon.  Member  for 
Queen's  County  (Jfr.  Arthur  O'Connor) 
would  see  that  the  £1,000  was  followed 
by  £500  for  "  other  departments."  Then 
there  was  an  estimated  redaction  for 
probable  amount  to  be  recovered  within 
the  year  of  £300,  and  that  brought  tho 
estimate  down  to  £.1,200.  The  estimate 
did  not  seem  to  him  to  suggest  the  diffi- 
culty which  occurred  to  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  said,  that 
if  the  £300  was  deducted,  and  the  £450 
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■wa8  charged  on  tho  very  same  account, 
there  ruuat  be,  according  to  the  ri|^ht 
ton.  and  learned  Gentleman's  own  show- 
ing, an  error  of  £150. 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
BALFora)  said,  the  hon.  ilomber  must 
see  that  the  £300  was  set  down  as  the 
probable  amount  to  be  recovered  during 
the  year,  while  the  £4C0  was  an  absolute 
charge. 

Ma.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  said, 
these  were  estimates,  and  not  actual 
Buras  at  all,  they  wore  dealing  with,  and 
the  Lord  Advocate  had  not  said  how  it 
was  he  asked  for  £1,000  for  agents,  the 
need  for  whose  services  he  himself  ad- 
mitted no  longer  existed. 

Mr.  KENNY  said,  this  was  a  case 
which  the  Secretaiy  to  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Courtney)  would,  no  doubt,  understand. 
Perhaps  he  would  explain  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee ? 

Mr.   COURTNEY   pointed  out  that         _ __^ 

the  amounts  recovered  were  put  down  in    granted  to  Her  kaju-aty.  to  complete  the  >nm 


not    be  required   to  pay  any  expenses  ' 
connected  with  their  investigation. 

Ma.  COURTNEY  said,  ho  believed 
that  if  a  debit  and  credit  account  were 
made  out,  it  would  be  found  that  tho 
fees  paid  by  the  persons  claiming  Peer- 
ages would  very  much  exceed  the  fees 
which  were  paid  to  the  Law  Officers  for 
conducting  the  investigations.  It  must 
be  obvious  to  his  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
Ramsay)  that  when  a  person  made  a 
claim  to  a  Peerage  which  had  been  in 
abeyance,  it  was  necessary  that  some 
public  officer  should  attend  and  watch 
the  case  on  behalf  of  the  Crown.  It 
could  not  be  expected  that  the  applicant 
should  pay  the  expenses  of  his  enemy  aa 
well  as  his  own, 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(5.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

That  n   sum,    not   exceeding   £24,603,  b« 


diminution  of  the  sums  charged.  As  to 
the  "expenses  of  agents  attending  to 
the  interests  of  the  Crown."  the  item 
varied  from  year  to  year ;  it  varied  to  a 
large  extent  from  the  want  of  regular 
recurrence  of  Peerage  claims.  For  in- 
stance, the  item  charged  under  this  head 
in  1868  was  £2,337 ;  in  1879,  £648  ;  in 
1880,  £1,212;  and  in  1882,  £2,609.     In 


neL'essary  to  defmy  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  coiirsio  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  Slut  day  of  March  18S5,  for  the  SaUriea  and 
Expcnaes  of  the  Offices  in  Ilcr  Majesty's  Ge- 
neral Register  House,  Edinburgh." 

Mr.  FRASER-MACKINTOSH  said, 
the  administration  of  the  Register  House 
excited  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  Edin- 
burgh.    There  were  several  grievances 


thatyear  there  were  two  Peerage  claims,    in  connection  with  that  administration 


including  the  Annondale  case.  It  was 
hoped  that  £1,000  would  cover  tho  ex- 
penses during  the  next  year.  If  any 
expenses  were  not  incurred,  of  course, 
the  money  would  not  be  paid. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  said,  he  did  not 
think  the  hon.  Gentleman's  (Mr.  Court- 
ney's) answer  was  quite  clear.  £300 
was  set  down  as  the  probable  amount 
which  would  be  recovered,  and  it  was 
deducted;  but  £-150  was  the  amount 
actually  recovered,  and  that  was  charged. 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  that  the  true 
explanation  of  the  matter  was  that  in 
the  one  case  the  recovery  was  from  the 
Crown,  and  in  the  other  case  against  the 
Crown. 

Mr.  RAMSAY  said,  he  had  always 
understood  that  those  who  inherited 
Peerages  were  made  to  pay  certain  sums 
for  the  honours  they  acquired.  Why 
should  they  not  pay  .this  £1,000?  He 
did  not  see  any  reason  why  the  expenses 
connected  with  the  investigation  of  Peer- 
age claims  should  fall  as  a  charge  on  the 
public.  The  public  took  no  interest  in 
the  Peerages,  and,  therefore,  they  should 

Mr.  Arthur  (f  Connor 


which  he  would  endeavour  to  explain  aa 
briefly  as  possible.  A  few  years  ago, 
tho  clerks  and  other  officials  in  the  Re- 
gister House,  Edinburgh,  were  made 
Civil  servants,  and  the  charge  for  them 
put  upon  the  Treasury.  Amongst  the 
arrangements  that  were  made,  first, 
second  and  third  class  clerks  wore  cre- 
ated. As  to  the  first  class  clerks,  he  had 
no  obser\'ation  to  make  ;  but  in  respect 
to  the  second  and  third  class  clerks,  tho 
complaint  of  the  third  class  clerks  was, 
that  while  their  rate  of  remuneration 
was  very  much  below  that  of  second 
class  clerks,  their  duties  were  decidedly 
the  same.  In  answer  to  a  Question  he 
(Mr.  Mackintosh)  put  some  time  ago, 
the  Lord  Advocate  stated  that  the  duties  ' 
of  the  two  classes  were  analogous,  but 
that  the  quality  of  the  work  was  much 
better  in  the  one  case  than  in  the  other. 
While  the  second  class  clerks  began  at 
£170  and  rose  to  £240,  the  third  class 
clerks  commenced  at  £90  and  increased 
to  £160.  Tho  second  class  clerks  were 
12  in  number,  and  the  third  class  63. 
The  latter  thought  that,  as  they  had  to 
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perform  exactly  tLo  same  duties  as  the 
lecond  class  clerks,  tbcy  were  very  im- 
properly    and    unfairly    treated.      lie 
I       thuuglit  it  was  a  matter  which  ought  to 
^_bo  dealt  with   by  tlie  Treasu^J^     The 
^HeDgrossing  clerks,  also,  had  a  grievance. 
^Hlhose  clerks  were  only  paid  for  the  work 
^Hthey  did,   and  he  believed  that   in  the 
^^aggregatti  something   like  1'8,000  was 
paid  them.     Thoy  did  important  work, 
.because  accuracy  in  the  engrossment  of 
he   public   record.'^  was  most  essential. 
'£ome  timeago,  these  clerks  sent  a  Memo- 
ial  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
'reasury   in   which   they  set  forth  the 
ost    depressing    effect    which  certain 
ecent  reguJatious  had  had  upon  them. 
Amongst  others,  it  was  stated  that  an 
rrora'  book  was  kept,  and  the  result  of 
the  audit  had  been  that  since  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  every  engrossing  clerk 
bad  been  fined  from  one  month's  to  10 
iWeeks'  salary.     Becently  an  order  had 
een   issued   threatening   even  a  more 
severe   punishment ;    and    the    Memo- 
ialists     complained    that     thi-     suspi- 
cions and  threatening  hud  a  very  de- 
moralizing influence  upon    them,    and 
I        made  them  work  in  daily  fear.     Now, 
l^sthis  was  a  lamentable  state  of  matters 
^Hto  have  in  any  Public  Ofiice.     Some  of 
^^Ihe  clerks  were  obliged  to  work  some- 
times 70  hours   a-week,  and  yet  their 
payment  was  not  greater  than  that  made 
to  similar   clerks  60   or  70  years  ago. 
e  held  it  wu«  the  duty  of  the  Treasury 
to  look  into  the  grievancea  of  these  clerks 
without   delay.     Another  point  he  had 
to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Com- 
mittee was  that  the  fees  for  searches 
(charged   in   the   Register   House   were 
much  larger  than  necessary,  and  out- 
eiders  took  up  the  b  usiuessand  undersold 
the  Government.     It  was  of  importance 
that  the  Treasury  should  look  into  this 
natter,    and    consider    whether  or  not 
they   should  any   longer    permit   these 
high  charges   to   be   made,   or,  on  the 
other  hand,  should  permit  outside  people 
to  make  use  of  the  public  records  at  a 
very  small  charge.     A  further  point  was 
that  for  a  great  number  of  years  the 
eceipts  in  this  Office  had  far  e.\ceeded 
he   expenses.     In    the    last    10  years, 
early  £'40,000  had  been  taken  from  the 
[pockets  of  tho  proprietors  of  land  and 
nouses  in  Scotland,  while  the  expenses 
bad  not  reached  nearly   that  amount. 
Complaints  had  been  made  to  the  Trea- 
ury  upon  this  subject,  and  a    Depai-t- 
eutal  inquiry  had  been  made,  but  tho 


result  had  not  been  satisfactory;  and  he 
I  thought  that  an  inquiry  by  a  Select  Com- 
I  mittee  of  that  House  was  the  only  way 
I  of  properly  dealing  with  tho  matter, 
and  no  other  would  be  satisfactory  to 
I  the  public,  or  those  more  immediately 
concerned. 

I  Mr.  J.  A.  CAMPBELL  said,  that  he 
hod  mnchploasurein  supporting  thecora- 
plaint  put  forward  by  his  hon.  Friend 
opposite.  The  grievances  of  the  clerks  of 
the  Sasines  Ot&ce  had  been  frequently 
brought  before  the  public  in  recent 
years,  and  always  in  a  quiet  and  tem- 
piTnto  manner.  He  (Mr.  J.  A.  Camp- 
bell) thought  that  the  patience  and 
moderation  which  the  clerks  of  this  Office 
had  shown  in  prosecuting  their  com- 
plaints entitled  them  to  favourable  con- 
I  sideration.  It  was  impossible  to  ex- 
'  aggorate  the  importance  of  the  Sasines 
I  Oliice  to  the  public ;  and  it  was  certainly 
a  serious  matter  that  so  large  a  propor- 
tion of  the  staff  should  be  discontented 
'  and  feel  that  they  had  serious  grounds 
for  complaint  against  tho  Government. 
'  The  hon.  Member  for  Inverness  (Mr. 
Fraser-Mackintosh)  had  referred  to  the 
\  number  of  the  third  class  clerks.  These 
clerks  numbered  no  less  than  03,  while 
I  there  were  only  12  second  class  clerks; 
,  so  that  the  63  third  class  clerks  saw 
little  prospect  of  promotion  into  the 
second  class.  While  their  remuneration 
was  very  much  less  thivn  that  given  to 
the  second  class  clerks,  their  work  was 
of  equal  importance.  In  a  Memorial 
which  they  presented  they  stated  that 
the  work  of  the  two  classes  was  abso- 
lutely the  same.  It  would  be  seen  by 
j  reference  to  the  Estimates  that  tho  third 
class  clerks  began  at  £90  a-year,  and 
reached  no  higher  salary  than  £160 
a-year,  which  was  £10  less  than  the 
minimum  salary  of  second  class  clerks. 
In  the  Treasury  Minute,  dated  March 
8th,  something  like  a  promise  had  been 
made  to  these  third  class  clerks  that  their 
case  should  be  considered,  it  being  stated 
that  the  number  of  the  second  classclerks 
would  be  subjected  to  revi.sion  hereafter 
when  experience  had  shown  to  what 
proportion  of  the  staff  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  intrust  work  which  they  at  pre- 
sent performed.  These  clerks  looked 
upon  that  08  indicating  a  probability, 
although  it  was  not  an  absolute  pro- 
mise, that  their  case  would  be  recon- 
sidered before  much  time  had  elapsed. 
Thc'y  felt  that  now  sufficient  experience 
had  been  obtained  of  the  working  of  tho 
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Office  to  enable  the  Treasury  to  come  to 
a  decision  upon  their  ^[emorial,  and 
T^hat  they  asked  for  wos  a  public 
inquiry  such  as  wns  held  some  years 
ago  with  regard  to  the  Deeds  Office  in 
Ireland.  Thohon.  Member  opposite  had 
also  referred  to  olorks  who  wore  de- 
scribed in  the  Ejitimatcs  as  copyists. 
Their  grievance  was  that,  owing  to 
changes  adopted  by  the  Keeper  of  the 
Eegister  of  t>asine?,  their  power  of  ob- 
taiiiiog  emoluments  had  been  reduced, 
new  duties  having  been  imposed  upon 
them  which  interfered  with  their  oppor- 
tunities of  earning  money.  Their  pre- 
sent rate  of  pay  was  the  snrao  as  it  was 
70  j'ears  ago,  but  owing  to  the  changes 
made  in  the  Iicparlment  they  could 
now  only  earn  4rf.  for  an  amount  of 
work  for  which  they  formerly  received 
sixpence.  The  consequence  was,  that  in 
order  to  earn  a  decent  livelihood  they 
bad  to  work  from  60  to  70  hours  a-woek. 
Some  time  ago  there  were  serious  frauds 
committed  in  thisOfflce,  which  wore  traced 
to  some  of  the  engrossing  clerks.  It  was 
impossible,  of  course,  to  excuse  fraud ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  when  a  fraud 
was  committed  by  an  under- paid  servant, 
there  was  some  ground  for  reUection  on 
the  employer  as  well.  The  public  con- 
fidence in  this  Office  had  been  consider- 
ably shaken  by  the  frauds  bo  had  re- 
ferred to,  and  a  very  serious  reflection 
was  cast  upon  the  general  management 
of  the  Office.  He  had  no  intention  of 
throwing  blame  on  the  highly  respect- 
able and  able  gentleman  who  was  Keeper 
of  this  Office.  He  was  a  man  of  first-rate 
position,  and  great  ability,  and  had  in- 
troduced many  improvements  in  the 
administration  of  the  Office.  But  there 
was  this  serious  defect,  that,  being  a 
gentleman  in  large  private  practice,  he 
could  not  devote  very  much  time  to 
the  Keepership.  He  would  not  say  that 
it  might  not  be  the  right  thing  to  have  a 
man  of  his  position  at  the  head  of  the 
Office,  but  he  would  say  that  if  it  was, 
there  ought  to  bo  a  Deputy  Keeper 
also,  a  professional  man  of  high  stand- 
ing, wbo  could  give  the  whole  of  his  time 
to  the  duties  of  the  Office.  In  answer 
to  the  possible  objection  that  this  would 
involve  an  additional  charge,  he  would 
repeat  what  the  hon.  Member  for 
Inverness  had  stated,  that  the  Office 
yielded  to  Government  a  large  profit. — 
he  believed  of  from  £8,000  to  £10,000 
a-year.  There  was,  therefore,  no  rea- 
son  wbatever  for    tparing   expense  in 
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order  to  have  the  work  of  the  Office 
thoroughly  and  efficiently  done.  But  in 
urging  on  the  Ooveniment  that  the 
Memorial  of  these  clerks  should  receive 
I  favourable  consideration,  and  that  a 
public  inquiry  into  the  whole  condition 
and  management  of  this  Office  should  be 
held,  he  desired  to  say  that  that  would 
be  the  shortest  and  the  best  way  of 
restoring  public  confidence. 

Mb.  ANDEIISON  said,  that,  in  sup- 
porting what  the  hon.  Member  for 
Inverness  had  stated,  he  would  like  to 
add  that  these  engrossing  clerks  had  not 
only  complained  of  the  time  their  duties 
occupied,  but  that  they  were  not  in  any 
way  on  the  permanent  staff.  They 
might  go  on  year  after  year,  but  they 
had  no  hope  of  being  taken  on  to  the 
I  permanent  staff.  In  former  years,  the 
permanent  staff  was  open  to  them  ;  but 
they  were  now  absolutely  debarred  from 
being  taken  into  the  third  class  of  clerks, 
and  so  from  being  placed  on  the  per- 
'  manent  staff.  That  was  a  great  hard- 
I  ship  upon  them.  There  was  nothing 
to  distinguish  them  from  the  other  clerks, 
and  there  was  no  reason  wliy  they  should 
not  have  these  means  of  promotion  open 
to  them  if  they  were  able  to  pass  a  Civil 
Service  exarainotion.  Some  of  them, 
possibly,  would  not  be  able  to  do  that, 
but  at  least  they  ought  to  have  the 
opportunity  ;  and  he  thought  that  when 
vacaiicies  occurred  in  the  third  class, 
preference  should  be  given  to  these  en- 
grossing clerks. 

Mil.  DICK-PEDDIE  reminded  tha 
Committee  that,  two  years  ago,  ho 
brought  the  grievances  of  these  clerks 
before  the  House.  The  grievances  of 
the  third  class  clerks  had  been  well 
stated  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Inverness, 
but  they  had  not  been  stated  so  fully  aa 
they  should  be.  Their  chief  grievance 
was  not  so  much  that  their  salaries  wen 
inadequate  when  compared  with  those  o; 
the  second  class  clerks,  as  that  they  were 
inadequate  when  compared  witli  those  of 
clerks  in  all  other  branches  of  the  Civil 
Service.  In  this  connection  it  might  be 
well  to  compare  the  liegister  House  ii 
Edinburgh  with  the  Registry  of  Deed 
I  in  Ireland.  The  latter  Office  contained. 
[  only  45  first,  second,  and  third  el 
I  clerks,  whoso  salaries  amounted 
'£12,585;  while  in  the  Sasine  Depart- 
ment of  the  Register  House  in  Edin- 
burgh there  were  83  clerks,  whose  salaries 
amounted  to  £13,115.  If  the  clerks  in 
Edinburgh  were  paid  at  tbe  same  rate  as 
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the  Irish   clerks,  their  salaries  should 
amount  to  £22,672.     The  work  in  the 
!^diuburgh  Oftiee  was  of  a  very  superior 
[ind  compared  with  that  in  the  Dublin 
)ifiL'e.  In  the  Edinburgh  Office  the  clerks 
registered  in  the  public  records  a  proat 
'Tariotyof  writs  aiTectiog  land  in  Scot- 
land, and  on  the  accuracy  of  those  re- 
icords  depi'uded  the  validity  of  all  titles 
land   in   that   country.     They   were 
["Hot  only  requireii  to  pass  Civil  Service 
Ifisamiuations,  but  had   to   go  tlirough 
a  good  deal  of  legal  training,  and  many 
of  them  had  attended  the  legal  course 
kin  the  University.     In  Ireland  no  such 
Iqualification   was   required.     The   only 
Vqualitieation  there  was  the  passing  the 
iCivil    Service    examination.      But   the 
I  Scotch  clerks,  doing  much  more  onerous 
^work  than  those  in  Ireland,  were  paid 
»less  than  two-thirds  of  thn  amount  paid 
Mur  inferior  work  in  the  Irish  Office.     In 
Khe  Sasine  Office  it  was  the  dutj'  of  the 
third  class  clerks  to  prepare  minutes  of 
^all  the  deed.s  presented  for  registration. 
In  Ireland  these  minutes  wero  prepared 
lly  the  solicitors  of  the  persons  whose 
ioeds  were  presented,  and  thus  a  large 
expense  fell  on  the  nlientaof  these  solici- 
ors  from  which  persons  presenting  deeds 
or  registration  in  Scotland  were  exempt. 
""While  all  clnsses  of  clerks  in  the  Regis- 
ter House  in  Edinburgh  were  paid  on  a 
luch  lower  scale  than  that  on  which  iho 
clerks  in  the  Irish  Kegistry  of  Deeds 
core  paid,  the  tJiird  class  clerks  in  Edin- 
burgh had  a  special  ground  for  com- 
plaint.    Not  only  was  the  scale  of  their 
pay  very  low,  but  their  chances  of  pro- 
notion  were  very  small.     In  the  Irish 
|Of!lce  the  third  class  clerks  hud  a  salary 
beginning  at  £90  and  rising  by  annual 
increments    of   £10   to   £170.     In   the 
Scottish  Office  the  salary  also  began  at 
I'iO,  but  it  rose  by  annual  increments  of 
Dnly  £■'}  to  £160.     But  in  Ireland  the 
econd  and  third  class  clerks  were  nearly 
equal  in  numbers,  while  in  Scotland  the 
second  class  clerks  were  12  in  number, 
and  the  third  class  clerkB  GO.   The  result 
t'wos  that  in    Scotland  the   third  class 
clerks,  doing  exactly  the  same  work  as 
le  second  class,  had  but  little  chance  of 
oromotion,  and  could  hardly  look  to  get 
'jnto  the  second  class  until  after  25  to  30 
years  of  sen'ice.  It  might  be  said  that  the 
"rish  clerks  were  overpaid,  and  that  their 
being  so  was  no  reason  for  overpajnng 
the  Scoteh  clerks ;  but  he  did  not  think 
10  Irish  clerks  were  overpaid,  and  the 


Fiaanoial  Secretary  had  not,  when  the 
Vote  was  discussed,  two  years  ago,  ven- 
tured to  say  that  they  were.  lie  (Mr. 
Dick-Peddie)  believed  that  they  were 
underpaid.  WTien  he  brought  this  mat- 
ter forward,  two  years  ago,  the  Financial 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  stated,  as  a 
justiScation  for  this  low  rate  of  pay,  that 
the  Governiuout  could  easily  find  other 
persons  able  and  willing  to  do  this  work 
nt  the  same  rate.  If  they  were  to  act 
upon  that  test,  they  might,  perhaps,  be 
able  to  effect  a  large  saving  in  many  De- 
partments of  the  Public  Service,  and 
might  begin  with  advantage  by  applying 
it  to  some  of  the  occupants  of  the  Trea- 
sury Bench,  lie  cordially  supported  the 
suggestion  that  a  Select  Committee  should 
be  appointed  to  inquire  into  this  caso, 
as  was  done  in  the  case  of  the  Irish 
Deeds  Office  some  years  ago. 

Sir  R.  ASSHETON  CK08S  aaid,  that 
this  was  a  question  which  in  former 
years  he  had  considered,  and  the  first 
conclusion  he  came  to  was  that  these 
clerks  had  always  put  forward  their 
grievances  in  the  best  spirit  of  modera- 
tion. He  was  certain  it  would  bo  for 
the  public  advantage  that,  if  the  alleged 
grievances  did  exist,  the  clerks  should 
at  least  feel  that  their  case  had  been 
fully  inquii-ed  into  boforn  a  rosolutiua 
was  come  to  upon  the  subject.  They 
liad  Rt'nt  Memorials  to  the  Treasury ; 
l)ut  they  felt  that  those  Memorials  had 
never  been'properly  attended  to,  as  simi- 
lar Memorials  from  the  Irish  Office  had 
been  some  years  ago.  An  Office  of  such 
importance  as  this  to  the  country  should 
bo  above  all  suspicion  of  eri-or  in  any 
way,  and  the  clerks  should,  at  all  orents, 
be  satisfied  that  there  had  been  a  full 
inquiry  into  their  grievances.  They 
were  not  satisfied  nt  present,  and  he 
thought  it  rested  with  the  Government 
to  accede  to  their  extremely  just  claim. 
This  was  an  Office  which  returned  a  large 
sum  of  money  to  the  Treasury,  and  these 
clerks  were  not  asking  for  a  single  far- 
thing beyond  what  was  fair.  They  were 
putting  a  large  sum  of  money  into  the 
Treasury  ;  and,  while  he  agreed  that  the 
Treasury  should  see  that  a  proper  margin 
of  profit  was  obtained  from  this  Depart- 
ment, they  ought  to  give  the  clerks,  who 
earned  the  money,  proper  remtinoration. 
But  there  was  no  chance  of  the  Treasury 
suliering,  and  ho  believed  that  before 
long  it  would  become  a  fair  question 
whether  the  fees  charged  at  this  Office 
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eliould  not  be  diminished.  That  woa  a 
matter  wliich  would  have  to  be  tho- 
roughly discussed  ;  and  he  hoped  that 
the  whole  subject  would  receive  the 
earnest  consideration  of  the  Government. 
He  wished  to  put  one  question  to  the 
Lord  Advocate  upon  another  point  affect- 
ingr  the  Eegistry  of  Deeds.  There  were 
two  systems  of  working  up  the  arrears, 
and  it  was  decided  that  both  systems 
should  be  kept  up,  in  order  that  there 
should  not  be  any  arrears.  But  he  could 
not  imagine  why  the  official  staff  had 
not  been  employed  in  this  work  ?  He 
was  perfectly  aware  of  the  great  services 
rendered  in  this  Office  by  Mr.Brodie;  Imt 
he  thought  Mr.  Brodie's  time  was  so 
much  occupied  with  other  matters  that 
he  had  not  sufficient  leisure  for  the 
duties  of  this  Office  ;  and  he  urged  that 
whenever  a  vacancy  occurred  in  the  post 
which  Mr.  Brodio  held,  some  person 
should  be  appointed  to  it  who  would  Lo 
able  to  devote  very  much  more  time  to 
its  duties. 

Mb.  COURTNEY  stated  that  the 
amount  of  salary  of  clerks  and  pay- 
ment of  copyists  came  to  £25.650  a- 
year;  but  there  must  be  added  to 
that  amount  two  items,  before  it  was 
possible  to  obtain  a  just  account  of 
profit  and  loss — namely,  the  amount  for 
pensions,  which  was,  in  fact,  deferred 
pay,  and  the  amotmt  for  stationery. 
The  Non-ElTective  Vote  for  the  whole 
Office  was  £4,800.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  this  Office  only  just  paid  its  way. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Sir  R.  Asshe- 
ton  Cross)  had  expressed  the  opinion 
that  the  application  of  these  clerks  was 
a  just  one.  [iSir  E.  Assiieton  Cross: 
A  just  application  for  iuquiry.]  Well, 
did  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  know 
whether  there  had  been  an  inquiry  ?  This 
Office  w.as  the  subject  of  an  inquiry  in 
1881,  upon  an  application  of  the  Depni-t- 
mental  clerks.  With  regard  to  the  diffe- 
rent classes  of  clerks  in  this  Office,  the 
grievance  was  that  the  copyists  did 
not  become  third  class  clerks,  and  thp 
third  class  clerks  did  not  become  second 
class  clerks.  The  third  class  clerks  were 
in  an  enviable  position  when  copyists 
were  talked  of,  and  in  a  deplorable  posi- 
tion when  their  own  claims  were  urged, 
lie  wished  to  put  it  to  the  Scotch  Mem- 
bers, whether  they  were  going  to  pay  for 
what  was,  to  a  large  extent,  only  routine 
work  the  same  rates  which  prevailed  in 
mercantile  offices,  or  whether  they  were 
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going  to  pay  some  fancy  rates  fixed  b 
the  judgment  of  the  clerks  themselves 
The  appeals  made  by  the  Scotch  Member»l 
were  appeals  to  the  benevolence  of  that' 
House,  at  the  cost  of  the  taxpayers  of  th 
United  Kingdom.     There  was  uothin 
that  he  was  aware  of  to  render  it  nece 
sary  to  deal  with  this  Office  on  priuciplei 
different  from  those  wluch  were  appliei 
in   the   case   of  other   branches  of  tii 
Civil  Service.   The  claim  of  these  clerks, 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  oppositaj 
(Sir  R.  Assheton  Cross)  said  was  a  jusi 
one,   had   been   duly    examined   at  tha- 
time  when  the  Office  was  re-arranged  in 
1881.     Since  then,  he  believed  that  two 
Memorials  had   been   received,    and  in 
each  case  the  position  of  the  clerks  had 
been  reconsidered.     The  Petition  of  thft, 
clerks,  referred  to   particularly  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Inverness  iMr.  Fraser- 
Mackinto.sh)   and  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  Glasgow  and  Aberdeen  Univer- 
sities (Mr.  J.  A.  Campbell),  had  beett 
fully  considered  two  months  ago.     Ap 
plication  had  been  made  to  Edinburg' 
lor  further  light  upon  the  matter ;  bu' 
in  view  of  the  Report  received,  and  of  th 
Memorials  themselves,  the  Treasury  hai 
not  seen  any  ground  for  acceding  to  thi 
applicatiiju  for  an  improvement  of  terms. 
He  very  much  regi*etted  that  the  rate  of 
remimeration   of   writers  should   bo  84' 
low  ;  the  Treasury  would  be  gind  to  see 
an   improvement   in   that   respect ;  but 
they  could  not  increa-e  the  salaries  ofjj 
these  individuals  at  the  expense  of  the' 
taxpayers  of  the  country.     Very  prope: 
rules  had  been  laiddo\vu  in  the  Office  t 
insure  the   correctness  of  the    oopj'in 
work,  one  of  which  was  that  the  copyis 
should  be  fined  for  errors.     It  was,  ii 
his  opinion,  perfectly  just  that  the  con- 
sequences  of    these    oiTors    should,   ti 
some   extent,    be  visited  on  those  wh 
made  them  ;  the  Memorialists,  however,! 
asked   to  to   relieved  from   the   conse^ 
quences  of  their  own  carelessness.  That 
application  had  been  fairly  considered 
it  had  been  judged  on  its  merits ;  it  ba( 
been  referred  and  reported  upon ;  ani 
the  Government  were  obliged  to  say,  re- 
luctantly, that  it  was  impossible  to  ac- 
cede to  the  2>rinoiples  set  forth  in  the 
Memorial.    In  replying  to  the  appeals  of 
the   hou.    Member   for  Inverness,    and 
other  hon.  and   right  hon.  Gentlemen, 
he  addressed  himself  to  a  general  prin- 
ciple, and  ujion  that  general  priucijd 
he   felt   that  the  common  sense  of  ihi 
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rouse,  as  well  as  public  opinion,  should 

Bsiat  these  appplications  for  increased 

ay  at  the  expense  of  the  taxpayer. 

Cm-osEL   NOLAN    said,    that    there 

fere  no  less  than  12  men  in  the  Eegis- 

ry  of  Deeds  Office,  Edinburgh,  who  got 

J500   a-year,    as  compared   with    four 

BtTsons  in  the  Irish  Office.     Then,  with 

Bgard  to  the  whole  number  of  Curators 

fcjid   Assistant   Keepers,    with    salaries 

ising  to  £550  a-yoar,  there  was  nothing 

Ske  a  corresponding  arrangement  in  the 

")ublin    Office.     He  thought  the   hou. 

Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 

had  not  gone  with  sufficient  fulness  into 

,  the   case,    and  that   hon.   Members  on 

liose  Benches  would  require  some  fur- 

ler  particulars.     Their  contention  was 

lat  the  Civil  Service  system,  as  between 

the  two  countries,  should  be  the  same, 

id  if  a  Committee  were  moved  for  to 

Dnsider  whether   the   emp(oyei   should 

dealt  with  in  the  same  way  he  should 

ipport  the  Motiim. 

Du.  CAMERON  said,  he  thought 
iat  a  great  deal  more  might  be  done 
rith  regard  to  this  Office  in  the  interest 
the  taxpayer  than  had  been  done. 
le  was  amused  at  the  facility  with 
rhich  that  rigid  political  economist  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  denounced 
ppeals  to  the  benevolence  of  the  House 
Commons,  and  also  at  his  remark 
^at  men  must  be  justly  punished  if 
iey  made  mistakes.  Why,  the  Keeper 
of  the  Eegistry  of  Sasiues  received 
;i,000  a-year  as  salary,  and  Parliament 
ked  decreed  that  he  should  devote  the 
rhole  of  his  time  to  that  important 
)ffice.  But  he  and  his  hon.  Friends  had 
keard  that  he  had  another  Office, 
ad  that  his  present  business  left  him 
io  time  to  attend  to  the  important 
luties  of  the  Register  House.  He 
eked  whero  was  this  severe  appli- 
ition  of  the  principles  of  political 
conomy  to  begin  and  to  end  ?  All  they 
bked  was  that  there  should  be  an  in- 
huiry  into  the  condition  of  affairs  at  the 
legisfer  House.  He  reminded  the 
Vimmittee  that  in  the  course  of  the 
rial  of  certain  clerks  of  the  Office,  one 
ftho  counsel  declared  that  the  Register 
louse  was  rotten  from  top  to  bottom. 
)epartmental  inquiries,  uudor  such  cir- 
unitttunces,  were  of  no  use,  because  the 
mly  desire  would  be  to  hu*ih  up  the 
bulk  of  tho  jobs  that  were  perpetrated. 
The  appointment  of  a  Committee  of  In- 
|uiry,  composed    of  Members   of  that 

VOL.  OOXCI.    [TQiaD  sKaiES.] 


Hotise,  would,  he  was  convinced,  be  at- 
tended with  very  different  results ;  and 
although  the  conduct  of  some  overpaid 
officials  in  connection  with  the  Depart- 
ment might  be  gone  into,  the  result,  in 
his  opinion,  could  not  fail  to  be  of  bene- 
fit to  the  public  interest.  The  Secre- 
tary  to  the  Treasury  had  stated  that  the 
surplus  of  the  Department  derived  from 
the  fees  was  not  great ;  but  that  was  not 
due  to  the  amount  paid  for  tho  labour 
of  copyists  and  clerks.  With  regard  to 
the  alteration  in  the  arrangements  to 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
to  tho  Treasury  had  referred,  he  re- 
minded the  Committee  that  it  was  only 
when  the  state  of  things  at  the  Register 
House  became  a  public  scandal,  and  a 
lively  interest  was  taken  in  it  by  the 
people,  that  any  reform  was  introduced, 
and  then  all  that  was  done  was  to  adopt 
the  Glasgow  system  which  had  been  for 
years  in  operation  with  regard  to  the 
registration  of  titles.  But  there  was  an- 
other point.  His  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  Inverness  Burgh8(Mr.  Fraser- 
Mackintosh)  had  referred  to  the  groat 
difforence  between  the  charges  made  by 
private  and  official  searchers,  and  the  re- 
sult this  difference  had  in  throwing  busi- 
ness into  the  hands  of  private  searchers. 
He  would  ask  whether  the  interest  of  the 
taxpayer  might  not  be  served  by 
reducing  the  largo  official  charges  ? 
Finallj',  he  thought  every  reason  pointed 
to  tho  desirability  of  instituting  a 
public  inquiry  in  order  to  see  whether 
the  working  of  the  Department  might 
be  improved,  and  whether  they  could 
cut  down  the  salaries  of  men  who, 
although  highly  paid,  did  not  attend 
to  their  work.  For  these  reasons,  if 
his  hon.  Friend  divided  the  Committee 
on  Ilia  Amendment,  he  should  certainly 
support  him. 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
B.\LF0UB !  said,  there  was  one  point  in  the 
statement  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Glas- 
gow which  ho  could  not  pass  over  with- 
out reply.  His  hou.  Friend  had  quoted 
the  observation  of  counsel  in  a  trial 
which  had  taken  place,  and  which  obser- 
vation he  was  afraid  was  used  with 
forensic  licence,  to  the  eff'ect  that  tbo 
Register  House  was  rotten  from  top  to 
bottom.  That  was  a  statement  well 
known  to  all  acquainted  with  the  Office 
to  be  entirely  unfounded.  It  was  made 
in  the  course  of  the  trial  of  certain  clerks 
who  had  been  guilty  of  certain  frauds  in 
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conneotioQ  with  the  charges  they  made 
for  copying.  It  appeared,  ia  the  course 
of  the  inquiry,  that  in  the  lower  depart- 
ment there  was  a  deficiency  of  check 
with  regard  to  the  counting  of  tin*  num- 
ber of  words  in  each  page  of  work,  and 
the  result  was  that  safeguards  were  in- 
tro<luced  for  checking  the  amount  of 
work  done.  The  suggestion  that  the 
head  of  the  Departnjent,  or  the  large 
number  of  clerks  in  the  Ollice  who  bad 
their  rosponeiblo  duties  to  discharge, 
should  count  the  words  in  the  copy,  was 
really  too  extravagant  to  be  seriously 
treated  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
Everyone  in  the  Office  was  responsible, 
according  to  his  degree,  for  the  work 
which  he  had  to  do,  and  for  seeing  that 
those  below  him  did  their  duty. 

Mr.  IIAMSAY  said,  he  had  been  in 
expectation  that  the  right  hon.  and 
k'Orned  Gentleman  the  Lord  Advocate 
would  have  been  able  to  favour  the 
Committee  with  some  proofs  that  the 
Department  was  in  all  respects  efficient. 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  Qentlcnian 
had  simply  referred  to  some  complaint 
that  had  been  made  with  regard  to  the 
condition  of  the  work  in  one  of  the  De- 
partments of  the  Office  ;  but  he  had  not 
shown  that  the  Office  was  in  a  state  of 
efficiency.  It  was  to  have  been  ex- 
pected that  the  Government  would  take 
into  their  consideration  the  complaints 
which  had  been  made,  and  not  alone  the 
complaints  with  regard  to  the  position 
of  the  clerks ;  because  his  hon.  Friend 
had,  in  bringing  that  matter  forward, 
other  objects  in  view  than  the  mere 
raising  of  salaries.  Ho  agreed  with  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  that  for  a  number  of  men  to 
enter  an  office  upon  well-understood 
conditions,  and  then  to  make  complaints 
with  regtird  to  the  salaries  they  received, 
was  not  just.  He  thought  that  the  fair 
market  value  of  their  services,  which  the 
taxpayers  of  the  country  were  willing  to 
pay,  was  the  proper  pay  of  persons  em- 
ployed in  the  Public  Service ;  and  that, 
he  believed,  was  the  rule  which  should 
guide  the  Treasury  when  they  were 
dealing  with  queatiwns  of  this  kind.  But 
he  was  not  satisfied  that  this  establish- 
ment was  as  efficient  as  it  might  be 
made ;  and,  thurofore,  he  agreed  that  a 
thorough  investigation  should  take  place 
at  no  distant  period.  Ue  considered, 
also,  that  there  should  bo  no  undue  dis- 
tinction with  regard  to  the  clerks — that 
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their  case  should  be  considered  and  jus-  , 
tice  done.  He  trusted,  therefore,  that^ 
there  would  be  an  officied  investigation 
which  would  satisfy  those  in  the  Public 
Service  that  they  were  being  cared  for, 
and  that  they  wore  receiving  what  waa 
a  proper  return  for  their  services. 

Mil.   BIGQAR    thought    that,    as   a 
general    rule,   Government   emptoyet   in 
Edinburgh  or  Dublin  were  not  entitled 
to  as  much  remuneration  as  if  they  wera 
employed  in  London.    It  was  well  knowa^ 
that  rents  were  higher  in  London  than 
in  Dublin  or  in  Edinburgh.     ["  No  !  "] 
An  hon.  Member  said  "  No  !  "  but  h«  ' 
had  seen  houses  in  London  let  at  maehl 
higher  rents  than  those  of    the    same] 
quality  andsize  in  Dublin  and  Edinburgh.  1 
There  was   not  the   least  doubt   about 
that  point ;  and,  besides,  many  things 
were  sold  at  a  higher  rate  of  profit  ii 
London  than  in  other  cities.     Therefore 
he  said,  no  argument  could  bo  estab 
lished  on  that  ground  for  reconsiderin); 
these  salaries.  Again,  no  account  seemed 
to  be  taken  by  hon.  Members  of  the  dif-^ 
ference  of  cost  of  land  and  building  ec 
far  as  concerned  the  premises  in  which,] 
the   work   of    these    Departments    wmJ 
carried  on. 

The  CHAIRMAN  (Mr.  Raikes)  : 
Would  point  out  to  the  hon.  Membe^ 
that  the  Question  now  before  the  Comi 
mittee  is  that  of  the  expenses  of  the 
Register  House,  Edinburgh. 

iiii.  BIGG.\R  said,  he  merely  wished 
to  point  out  that  the  value  of  the  premise 
in  which  these  Departments  wore  placed 
was  un  important  factor  in  the  calcula* 
tion.  It  was  argued  that  the  fees  ex- 
ceeded in  amount  the  outlay  in  payment 
of  officials  ;  and  he  was  drawing  attention 
to  the  fact  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  whttj 
used  that  argument  lost  sight  of  thq 
value  of  the  houses  in  which  the  business^ 
was  carried  on. 

Mb.  FRASER-]^L\.CKINT0SH  said^j 
as  the  Government  had  held  out  no  hop4 
that  an  inquiry  would  be  held,  ho  felt  it' 
his  duty  to  move  the  reduction  of  the 
Vote  by  the  sum  of  £500. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposedj 

"Thiitaaum,iiatexcei!(ling£'24,103,bsgnuite 
to  Her  Majpsty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary 
t()  defniy  the  Chriri^o  which  will  como  in  conr 
of  jHiyment  during  Iho  year  ending  on  thfl 
31et  liny  of  March  1886,  for  the  Salaries  nai 
ExiM'nscs  of  tho  Offices  in  Her  Majesty's  Oe- 
ncml  IJcgister  House,  Ediubiu'gh."  —  (ifrJ 
Frnier-JUackintoth . ) 
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Colonel  NOLiiN  contended  that  tLe 
only  true  principle  to  apply  in  matters 
of  this  kind  was  that  the  Civil  Service 
employit  should  be  paid  the  same  in  the 
Three  Kingdoms.  His  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Cavan  (Mr.  Biggar)  was,  of 
ooureo,  entilled  to  his  opinion  on  the 
subject  of  the  relative  cost  of  living  in 
Dublin  and  London ;  but  he  (Colouel 
Nolan)  was  also  able  to  form  some  opi- 
nion on  that  matter,  and  the  conclusion 
he  had  arrived  at  was  that  tliore  was  no 
difference.  It  was  true  that  owing  to 
the  fact  of  tho  Union  a  large  number  of 
old  houses  in  Dublin  were  let  at  low 
rents. 

Question  pnt. 

The  Committee  divided :  —  Ayes  1 9  ; 
Noes  6-J :  Majority  -Jo. — (Div.  List, 
No,  186.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 

(6.)  £79,897,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Prisons  (Scotland). 

Dr.  CAMERON  said,  there  was  ont^ 
item  in  this  Vote  to  which  he  wished  to 
call  attention — attention,  he  believed, 
never  having  been  called  to  it  before. 
Ho  would  ask  his  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Lord  Advocate  and  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  t-o  the  Treasury  to  look 
into  the  matter.  In  the  list  of  prisons 
there  was  the  prison  of  Jedburgh,  which 
was  almost  entirely  useless — that  was  to 
say,  it  would  be  useless  were  it  not  for 
the  number  of  persons  imprisoned  in  it 
under  the  Tweed  Fisheries  Acts.  Those 
were  most  iniquitous  Acts,  which  en- 
abled persons  to  be  imprisoned  on  the 
evidence  of  a  single  witness.  There  was 
nothing  analogous  to  them  in  Scotland. 
Only  the  other  day  several  persons 
had  been  imprisoned  on  perjured  evi- 
dence. It  was  true  that  when  the 
circumstances  were  repi-esontod  to  the 
Home  Secretary  he  instantly  had  the 
men  released.  He  need  not  eay,  how- 
ever, that  no  action  had  been  taken 
against  the  perjurers.  It  was  prepos- 
terous that  this  prison  should  be  retained 
and  kept  up  at  the  public  expense  merely 
for  the  benefit  of  tho  proprietors  of  the 
Tweed  fisheries,  and  the  maintenance  of 
an  iniquitous  law.  He  hoped  tho  mat- 
ter would  be  remedied,  or,  at  any  rate, 
that  the  fishery  proprietors  would  not 
be  allowed  to  conduct  these  prosecutions 
under  an  entireh'  exceptional  system  of 
law.      He  trusted   tho   right  hon.  and 


learned  Qentleman  would  look  into  the 
subject,  at  least,  to  the  extent  of  seeing 
that  persons  confined  in  Jedburgh  Qaol 
were  confined  on  the  same  evidence  as 
was  required  in  the  case  of  any  other 
criminals. 

Tub  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfoub)  promised  to  look  into  tho 
matter. 

Mb.  RAMSAY  asked  the  right  hon. 
nud  learned  Gonclonian  to  give  instruc- 
tions to  the  Commissioners  to  separate 
the  Criminal  Lunacy  Department  from 
the  other  Departments.  They  had  had 
separate  accounts  prepared  for  eomo 
years,  but  had  not  this  year ;  and  that 
ho  felt  to  bo  a  defect.  The  system 
of  separate  accounts  had  enabled  them 
to  contrast  the  expenditure  on  crimi- 
nal lunatics  at  Perth  with  the  charge 
made  for  persons  of  the  same  class 
at  Broadmoor,  and  other  Criminal  Lu- 
natic Asylums.  He  did  not  wish  to 
delay  the  Committee  by  proposing  any 
reduction  of  the  Vote ;  but  he  thought 
it  would  be  satisfactory  to  have  these 
separate  accounts,  and  regretted  that 
they  were  not  shown  in  the  present 
Estimate. 

Mb.  HIBBERT  said,  he  quite  agreed 
that  it  was  better  to  have  the  accounts 
separated  ;  but  there  was  some  difficulty 
in  the  way  of  the  arrangement.  He 
would  see  what  could  be  done  in  the 
matter  in  the  future. 

Ma.  HARRINGTON  said,  he  saw  an 
item  of  £i>18  for  the  maintenance  of 
prisoners  in  police  cells.  He  would  like 
to  ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  for  what  time, 
on  an  average,  were  prisoners  kept  in 
police  cells  ?  They  saw  no  such  charge 
in  the  Irish  Prison  Estimates.  He 
mentioned  this  matter,  as  he  wished  to 
ascertain  whether  prisoners  were  do- 
taincd  in  prison  a  very  long  time  before 
being  brought  to  trial.  £G48  seemed  a 
very  large  item,  and  it  must  either  re- 
present a  very  large  number  of  pri- 
soners detained  for  a  short  time  in 
police  cells,  or  a  small  number  detained 
for  a  long  time. 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfouii)  said,  the  charge  covered 
the  entire  country.  There  were  some 
places  where  there  were  no  gaols,  but 
only  a  certain  number  of  police  cells, 
licensed  for  giving  short  terms  of  im- 
prisonment— terms  of  14  days.  Licences 
were  given  to  therte  places  for  the  deten- 
tion of  prisoners  for  short  periods,  so  aa 
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to  avoid  tho  trouble  and  expense  of 
having  to  remove  them  to  the  more  im- 
portant places  of  detention,  which  might 
be  some  diatanes  away. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON  asked  whether 
ho  was  to  understand  tiiat  these  so-called 
"  police  cells  "  included  not  only  ordi- 
nary barrack  cells,  but  also  special  places 
of  confinement  ? 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Bai-pour)  :  We  have  no  "  barrack  cells" 
in  Scotland.  I  cannot  say  whether  the 
Scotch  prison  system  is  in  any  way 
eimilar  to  the  Irish. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON  said,  he  desired 
to  put  a  question  on  another  subject — 
namely,  the  grants  to  the  Discharged  Pri- 
Boners'  Aid  Society.  The  item  was  a  very 
small  one,  and  it  would  seem  that  it  had 
reference  to  some  one  particular  pri- 
Bonor — it  would  soera  that  some  one  pri- 
soner had  been  aided  in  a  particTiIar 
town.  If  tho  item  covered  aid  to  more 
than  one  prisoner  the  amount  givon  in 
each  case  must  be  very  small.  He  (Mr. 
Harrington)  did  not  wish  to  be  under- 
stood as  taking  exception  to  the  Vote. 
To  his  mind  it  was  a  Vote  for  a  most 
laudable  purpose,  and  his  desire  would 
be  rather  to  extend  the  assistance  under 
such  a  Vote  than  anything  else.  Could 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Lord  Advocate  tell  him  how  the 
Vote  was  disposed  of — whether  it  wns 
given  to  one  prisoner  or  more,  and  where 
it  was  given  ? 

TiiK  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfour)  said,  the  item  covered  severnl 
grants,  no  one  of  them  exceeding  £2  in 
amount.  He  had  the  details  with  him 
if  the  hon.  Member  desired  to  have  them. 
The  grants  were  distributed  very  widely. 
With  regard  to  the  other  subject  men- 
tioned just  now  by  the  hon.  Member,  he 
found,  from  the  details  as  to  the  deten- 
tion of  prisoners  in  Scotland,  that  the 
detentions  in  the  police  cells  varied  from 
one  to  seven  days.  In  some  places  the 
average  was  four  days,  in  others  only 
one ;  but  nowhere  was  there  a  longer 
detention  than  seven  days. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(7.)  £60,066,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
tho  Supreme  Court  of  Judicatare  in  Ire- 
land. 

(8.)  £785,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Admiralty  Court  Registry,  Ireland. 

(9.)  £l,5l3,tocompletetheBumforthe 
Kegittry  of  Judgmouts,  Ireland. 

The  Lord  AdvooaU 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed. 

"That  a  sum,  not  eice«ling  £99,980,  be 
gmntcd  to  Ilcr  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
nHCessttry  to  defray  tho  Charge  which  will  come 
in  eouTSC  of  payment  duriiiR  tho  year  ending  on 
tho  .list  day  o(  March  l8So,  for  the  Expenses 
of  Ihfi  IJenenil  Prisons  Board  in  Ireland,  and  of 
the  Prisons  under  their  control ;  and  of  the  Re- 
gistration of  Habitual  Criminals." 

Ma.  HEALY:  No.no! 

Mr.  SEXTON :  I  must  ask  the  Go- 
vernment to  postpone  this  Vote,  as 
several  matters  which  will  have  to  be 
discussed  arise  upon  it. 

Mr.  HEALY  :  I  move  that  the  Chair- 
man  do  report  Progress. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again."  —  (J/r. 
llealy.) 

Mr.  COURTNEY  :  I  am  afraid  if  we 
persevered  with  this  it  would  lead  to 
some  difficulty.  I  would  propose  not  to 
go  on  with  it  if  the  Motion  for  Progress 
is  withdrawn. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdraun. 

Original  Motion,  by  leave,  witkdnut*. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That  a  sura,  not  exceeding  £.51,044,  bo 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  comjilete  tho  sum 
necessary  to  defray  tho  Charge  which  will  oonie 
in  course  of  payment  during  tho  year  ending  oo 
the  I)  I  at  day  of  March  1885,  for  the  £xpenieao{ 
[icformntory  and  Industrial  Schools  in  Ireland." 

CoLONBL  NOL.'VN  said,  he  did  not 
wish  to  detain  the  Committee  very  long 
on  tliis  Vote;  but  there  was  just  one 
matter  to  which  ho  desired  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant. 

Mr.  HEALY :  Postpone  the  Vote. 

Colonel  NOLAN  said,  he  only  desired 
to  drow  the  attention  of  the  Chief  Se- 
cretory to  the  desirability  of  having  an 
industrial  school  for  boys  at  Clifden,  in 
Ooiinemara.  There  was  a  school  for 
girls,  atid  it  was  very  necessary  that 
there  should  be  one  for  boys  also.  The 
nearest  boys'  industrial  school  to  the 
Clifdon  district  at  the  present  time  was 
a  long  waj'  off,  and  he,  therefore,  trusted 
tho  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary would  bear  this  appeal  in  mind. 

Mr.  SEXTON  said,  he  had  an  objection 
to  the  Vote  being  taken  at  all  tonight. 
He  had  boon  in  communication  with 
some  of  tho  Irish  officials  n^  to  the  state 
( f  the  schools  in  the  Province  of  Con- 
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naii{?ht ;  but  as  yet  had  not  received  all 
the  information  he  desired.  He  was  now 
waiting  for  an  answer,  and,  therefore, 
would  ask  for  the  postponement  of  the 
Vote. 

Mb.  TREVELYAN  :  Does  the  hon. 
Memlier  say  ho  has  been  in  communica- 
tion wiili  the  Irish  Government? 

Mb. SEXTON:  No ;  not  with  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  but  with  some  of  the 
local  officials. 

Mr.  IIEALY:  We  have  given  several 
Irish  Votes  without  discussion,  und  I 
think  the  right  hon.  Oeutleman  ought 
in  fairness  to  postpone  this  one. 

Mh.  COURTNEY  said,  it  would  not 
take  the  Committee  very  long  to  disposa 
of  tliis  Vote.  The  rest  might  be  ad- 
journed. 

Mr.  HEALY  :  To  Monday  ? 

Mr.  COURTNEY:  No ;  he  was  afraid 
the  Army  Estimates  would  have  to  be 
taken  on  Monday.  The  present  Vote  it 
would  be  well  to  consider  to-night,  and 
the  Votes  postponed  now  would  have  a 
bettor  chance  of  full  discussion  if  deferred 
until  to-morrow  ;  because,  if  deferred 
until  any  other  day,  several  important 
Votes  already  postponed  would  have  to 
be  considered  before  them. 

Mk.  SEXTON  said,  it  was  impossible 
for  Irish  Members  to  assent  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  tlie  Vote  for  Industrial  and 
Refonnatory  Schools  now.  Uo  thought 
the  Irish  Members  had  acted  in  the 
matter  most  reasonably,  and  that  the 
Government  were  most  unreasonable  in 
now  seeking  to  press  the  Vote.  As  he 
had  already  stated,  ho  was  in  com- 
munication with  certain  local  ofBcials  in 
Ireland,  but  bad  not  yet  received  the 
full  explanation  he  desired. 

Mb.  MOORE  said,  he  hoped  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary 
would  not  press  the  Vote  to-night.  He 
looked  upon  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment on  this  subject  as  most  ques- 
tionable, and  did  not  see  what  object 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  could  have  in 
desiring  to  embarrass  the  working  of 
these  institutions  in  Ireland.  He  (Mr. 
Moore)  found  it  necessary  to  make 
frequent  complaints  as  to  the  working 
of  these  institutions ;  and  ho  certainly 
thought  a  little  time  should  be  allowed 
to  enable  them  to  go  thoroughly  into 
the  matter.  He  earnestly  hoped  the 
Government  would  not  expect  or  ask 
them  to  go  on  with  the  Vote  at  this 
hour.      If  the  Government  insisted,  it 


would  be  necessary  for  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers to  resist  them. 

Ma.  COURTNEY  said,  he  thought 
he  bad  given  a  very  reasonable  argu- 
ment when  he  said  that  if  the  Vote  were 
postponed  it  would  only  come  on  some 
other  day  after  a  number  of  other  de- 
ferred Votes,  when  the  opportunity  for 
discussion  might  not  be  so  good  as  to- 
day. However,  if  hon.  Gentlemen  op- 
posite did  not  agree  with  him,  he  would 
withdraw  the  Vote. 

Motion,  by  leave,  tcithdrawn. 

(10.)  £4,066.  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Dundrum  Criminal  Lunatic  Asylum, 
Ireland. 

Mr.  COURTNEY:  We  will  go  ou 
with  Class  IV.  now. 

Mr.  HEALY:  No,  no! 

Vote  agreed  to. 

Class  IV. — Eduoatios,  SciEifCE, 
AXD  Art. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  a  sum.  not  oxcecding  £284,825,  bo 
granted  to  Her  Mnjesty.  to  complete  the  Bam 
necessary  to  dofriiy  the  Charge  which  will  coma 
in  i-ourse  of  payment  during  the  year  oniling  oa 
the  Slst  day  of  Miach  1886,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Pixponsos  of  the  Science  ond  Art  Depart- 
ment, and  of  the  Rdtabliahmenta  connected 
therewith." 

Mu.  WARTON  said,  he  would  move 
that  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress. 
This  was  Friday  night,  at  the  end  of  a 
long  week  of  hard  work,  and  he  thought 
the  least  the  Government  could  do  would 
be  to  report  Progress. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Pro- 
gress, and  ask  leave  to  sit  again."— 
(J/r.  JCarton.) 

Mr.  HEjVLY  enid,  the  Irish  Members 
had  been  under  the  fond  delusion  that 
if  they  allowed  the  last  Class  to  pass 
they  would  no  longer  be  kept  there ; 
at  any  rate,  that  they  would  not  be 
kept,  as  they  were  yesterday,  until  4 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  The  Irish 
Members  had  allowed  several  Irish 
Votes  which  they  might  have  di.scu8sed 
to  pass — Votes  the  very  reasonable  dis- 
cu.ssion  of  which  would  have  occupied  at 
least  an  hour  and  a-half.  The  Govern- 
ment themselves  bad  felt  the  inconve- 
nience of  the  long  night  they  had  bad  yes- 
terday— they  had  shown  how  oppressed 
they  wore  by  being  unable  to  attend  in 
their  places  at  4  o'clock  this  afternoon. 
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They  had  got  a  big  bunr'h  of  Votes  to- 
night ;  hut  yet  they  desired,  in  the  most 
gluttonous  manner  possible,  to  go  on 
still  further.  

The  C  H  ANCELLOE  of  tjie  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  Ohilders)  :  I  think  thoro 
is  something  in  what  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man says  ;  thprefore,  we  will  not  pross 
more  Votes  to-night.  The  House,  liow- 
ovor,  ought  to  be  aware  that  it  will  bo 
very  hard  work  to  get  the  Votes  througJi 
in  good  time. 

Mk  sexton  :  Are  we  to  understand 
.that  tho  Irish  Votes  in  Class  III.  will 
bo  taken  on  Tuesday  ? 

Mr.  COURTNEY:  Yes. 

Mr.  WARTON  :  WiU  tho  Irish  Vote 
No.  22  in  Class  I. — which  was  struck  out 
for  some  unaccountable  reason — betaken 
then?  Why  was  that  Vote  kept  out  ? 

Mr.  COURTNEY :  Yes ;  that  Voto 
will  be  taken.  As  hon.  Qentlomen  ac- 
quainted with  the  matter  are  aware, 
there  was  great  difficulty  in  going  on 
with  the  Vote  in  question. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  upon  2ton- 
day  next. 

Committee  also  report  Progfress ;  to 
sit  again  upon  Monday  next. 

PUBLIC  WOKKS  LOANS  BILL. 

{Mr.  Courtney,  Mr.  Herbert  GMttoiie.) 

[bill  299."]      COMMITTEE. 

Bill  eonsidtred  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Mr.  MARJORIBANKS  said,  he  rose 
for  tho  purpose  of  moving  a  new  clause, 
•to  come  in  after  Clause  2.  The  clause 
ran  in  this  way — 

(Advances  to  be  made  at  three  and  a-half 

per  cent.) 
"  Notwithstanding  anything  in  tho  Tublic 
Worlc8  Loans  Act,  1879  (42  &  43  Vic.  c.  77), 
the  rale  of  interest  on  loans  granted  by  tho 
Public  Works  Loan  Commissioners  under  the 
anthorisation  of  tho  Harbours  and  Pas.-iing  Tolls 
Act  1^81  (24  &  25  Vic.  c.  47)  shaU  not  exceed 
the  rate  of  £3  10«.  per  annum  on  e;ich£100  where 
the  agpregate  amount  of  principal  monuy  duo  to 
the  said  Commissioners  from  any  one  harbour  au- 
thority, in  pursuanoo  of  the  said  Harbour  and 
Passing  Tolls  Act,  does  not  exceed  XlOO,000." 

Tho  object  of  this  clause  was  simply  to 
place  the  conditions  under  which  Uar- 
bour  Authorities  could  obtain  loans  on 
exactly  the  same  footing  as  they  wore 
prior  to  1879,  with  this  one  exception — 
that  tho  rate  of  interest  he  now  proposed 
was   Z\  per  cent  instead   of    3J.     He 

Mr.  Eealy 


thought  it  quite  possible  that  3{  per  cent 
might  not  leave  sufficient  margin  to  enable 
the  Treasury  to  recoup  itself  for  ex- 
penses of  management  or  losses ;  but  he 
was  perfectly  certain  that  3  J  would  leave 
quite  sufficient  margin,  and  that  no  loss 
could  possibly  accrue  to  the  Treasury. 
His  contention  was  that  loans  for  har- 
bours should  not  be  treated  as  ordi- 
nary loans.  Tho  Harbours  and  Pass- 
ing Tolls  Act  was  passed  in  order  to 
relieve  the  country  from  making  large 
grants  for  tho  purpose  of  harbour  con- 
frtrucliou.  The  Act  was  to  enable  works 
to  be  carried  out  by  means  of  loans  which 
were  going  to  be  of  national  use  and 
profit ;  and  it  was  a  hard  thing  that  faith 
should  be  broken  with  Harbour  Autho- 
rities, and  that  they  should  be  treated 
ou  the  same  footing  as  borrowers  for 
purposes  of  much  less  national  import- 
ance in  regard  to  the-  rate  of  interest 
they  had  to  pay.  Ho  was  quite  aware 
that  a  very  considerable  loss  had  accrued 
from  those  various  loans  which  had 
been  made  by  the  State.  These  figures 
had  been  given.  In  1879  the  amount 
of  interest  receivable  at  3  per  cent  on 
all  the  loans  which  had  been  granted 
up  to  that  time  was  £10,09.5,000, 
whereas  the  actual  amount  received 
was  only  £9,301,000,  being  a  loss,  on 
the  whole,  of  £731,000;  but  no  such 
loss  had  occurred  with  regard  to  har- 
bour loans.  The  amount  of  interest 
received  on  loans  under  the  Harbours 
and  Passing  Tolls  Act  since  18fil  was 
£897,381  ;  the  amount  that  would  have 
been  receivable  at  3^  per  cent  was 
£890,904,  being  £6,427  less  than  the 
sum  actually  received,  whereas,  if  the 
rate  of  interest  had  been  calculated  at 
3  per  cent,  there  was  a  balance  of 
£75,000.  Therefore,  so  far  as  interest 
was  concerned,  there  had  been  no  loss 
on  the.se  harbour  loans ;  bo  that,  in  all 
probability,  were  a  uniform  rate  of  3J 
per  cent  charged,  there  would  bo  enough 
margin  to  enable  the  Treasury  to  recoup 
itself  for  expenses  of  management  or 
such  losses  as  might  possibly  occur. 
He  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  show 
some  pity  towards  the  harbours,  and 
would  accept  the  small  proposal  he  was 
venturing  to  make. 

New  Clause  (Advances  to  be  made  at 
three  and  a-half  per  cent,) — {Mr.  Mar- 
joribank»,) — brought  up,  and  read  the 
first  time. 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed. 
"  That  the  Clause  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

The  CHANCELLOE  of  the  EXCHE- 
I  QUER  (Mr.  Childebs)  :  My  hon.  Friend 
[has  taken   a  course   which  I  think  is 
without    precedent,     and    which    very 
[nenrly  approaches  to  a  violation  of  the 
[Hule   under   which  our  financial  Busi- 
[ness  is  conducted.     I  do  not  think  there 
[lias  been,  on  any  previous  occasion,  a 
I  proposal  made  by  a  private  ifember  to 
Kintroduce  into  a  BUI  of  this  kind,  which 
[does  not  deal  with  questions  of  interest 
I  at  all,  a  clause  amending,  for  the  pur- 
[pose  of  this  Act,  the  Act  of  1879,  and 
1  thereby  imposing  a  charge  on  the  public. 
[  If  ray  hon.  Friend's  clause  is  passed,  the 
Iconsequence  will  be  that  in  future  there 
twill  bo  a  diminution  of  interest  on  these 
loans,   which  will   thereby    become   nn 
additional  charge  on  the  taxpayers.    At 
■  the  same  time,   I  cannot  say  that,  al- 
l  though  that  is  the  effect  of  my  hon. 
f  Friend's    propo.^al,    it    is    distinctly    n 
[breach  of  the  Standing  Order;  so  I  do 
[not  take  exception  to  it  on  that  ground. 
iBut,  whether  it  is  so  or  not,  it  is  un- 
I  doubtedly  opposed  to  the  spirit  and  the 
custom   which    regulates    our   financial 
transactions;    and  I  hope  that  on  that 
account  it  will  not  receive  the  support 
of  the  Committee.     Under  the  Act  of 
1861,  these  loans  below  £100,000  paid 
]8J  per  cent;  but  it  soon  became  evident 
■that  those  loans  did  not  leave  such  a 
largin  as  would  relieve  theGxivernment 
land  the   taxpayer  from  loss,   and   the 
Iresult  was  that  in  1879  the  right  hon. 
Jaronet  the  Member  for  North  Devon, 
rho  was  then  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
juer,  introduced  a  general  Act  fixing 
le  rates  of  interest  to  bo  paid  on  loans 
of  all  kinds,  but  giving,  at  the  same  time, 
the  Treasury  a  relaxing  power  with 
sference  to  them.     That  proposal  can- 
not be  said  to   have  been  lightly  dis- 
Jcussed  in  this  House,  for  it  raised  con- 
■iderablo  debate,  and  no  little  difference 
of  opinion.     [Mr.  Sextox  :    "What  was 
tlie   rate  you  first  mentioned  ?  ]      The 
ite  was  3^   per  cent  for  sums  under 
noO.OOO,  and  for  sums  above  £100,000 
a  rate  not  exceeding  £5  per  cent.     The 
^ight  hon.   Gentleman  the  then   Chan- 
ellor    of   the    Exchequer    introduced, 
tierefore,   into  the  Act  of  1879  a  pro- 
vision putting  all  loans  upon  the  same 
lootiDg,   assigning  a  scale  of  from  3^ 


to  4  J  per  cent  with  reference  io  the 
durati3n  of  the  loan.  I  was  saying 
that  that  proposal  was  fully  discussed  in 
this  House ;  and  although  there  was 
much  difference  of  opinion  upon  certain 
questions,  I  remember  that  the  Honse 
WHS  distinctly  in  favour  of  the  proposal 
liiying  down  a  general  rule,  and  giving 
the  Treasury  a  relaxing  power;  and  now 
my  hon.  Friend  proposes  to  take  loans 
for  harbours  out  of  the  general  category, 
to  take  away  the  power  of  the  Treasury 
under  the  Act  of  1879,  and  to  lay  down 
a  hurd-and-fast  line  for  all  loans  made 
with  regard  to  harbours. 

Mr.  MAEJORIBANKS  :  Under 
£100,000. 

TheCHANCELLOE  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER {  Mr.  Childeks)  :  Under  £  1 00, 000, 
whatever  thoir  duration  may  bo. 

Mr.  MAEJORIBANKS:  That  only 
refers  to  loans  under  the  Harbours  and 
Passing  Tolls  Act,  and  they  cannot  be 
for  a  longer  period  than  50  years  ;  there- 
fore, it  is  not  for  any  undefined  period 
whatever. 

TheOH  ANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  Ohiij)ERs)  :  My  hou.  Friend 
has  not  looked  at  the  construction  of 
his  clause,  Ho  proposes  that  3J  per 
cent  should  be  charged,  whether  the 
term  is  25,  30,  or  40  years.  Before  I 
come  to  the  manner  in  which  I  propose 
to  deal  with  my  hon.  Friend's  proposal, 
let  me  put  to  the  Committee  what  are 
tho  facts  in  reference  to  the  risks  which 
the  taxpayer  runs  in  making  these  loans 
to  harbours.  Up  to  the  present  time, 
wo  have  advanced  to  harbours,  under 
the  Act  of  1861,  the  sum  of  £2,000,000, 
roughly.  Of  that  amount  £34,000  have 
been  written  off,  and  about  £70,000  of 
principal  are  in  arrenr  at  the  present 
moment,  so  that,  instead  of  receiving 
3i  per  cent  interest,  we  have  actually 
been  paid  £25,00  to  £30,000  less  on  the 
amounts  advanced.  The  House  must 
thus  remember  that  there  is  a  consider- 
able amount  of  money,  in  connection 
with  these  loans,  either  lost,  or  in 
danger  of  being  lost.  Now,  my  hon. 
Friend  seems  to  think  that  there  is 
something  peculiar  in  harbours,  which 
makes  advances  for  harbours  more 
secure  than  advances  for  other  pur- 
poses. I  am  bound  to  say  that  the 
laot  is  just  the  reverse.  The  opera- 
tions of  the  sea  are  so  uncertain  and  so 
destructive  that  these  works  are  subject 
to  great  and  perilous  influencea  to  which 
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other  works  aro  not  exposed;  and  I 
find  that  at  the  present  time  harbour 
loans  are  by  no  means  secure ;  for  ia- 
Btance,  at  "Wick  and  Port  Erin ;  and, 
therefore,  so  far  fi-om  making  special 
exceptions  in  favour  of  harbour  loans, 
if  any  exception  were  to  be  made 
at  all,  I  think  it  should  be  in  an 
opposite  direction.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, I  think  that  the  Committee 
■would  do  very  unwisely  to  run  oouuter 
to  the  position  whifh  was  taken  hy  the 
late  Government  in  1879,  when  tho  scale 
of  rates  was  fixed  by  the  Bill  broujfht  in 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  tho  Mem- 
ber for  North  Devon  (Sir  .Stafford  North- 
cote),  when  ho  was  Chancellor  of  tho 
Exchequer.  But  my  lion.  Friend  would 
expect  something  more  from  me  than 
that.  I  have  said  that  I  think  it  would 
be  unwise  to  take  from  tho  Treasury  the 
power  they  have  under  this  Act  of  1879  ; 
and  I  think  I  can  give  reasons  why  that 
should  not  be  done,  and  why  a  hard-and- 
fast  line  of  3J  per  cent,  whatever  may  be 
tho  duration  of  the  loan,  would  not  be 
wise  ;  and  I  will  state  to  the  Committee 
how  I  should  propose  to  deol  with  this 
question,  if  the  matter  is  still  left,  as  1 
ho])e  tho  House  will  allow  it  to  be,  to 
the  discretion  of  the  Treasury.  What  I 
would  ask  of  the  House  ia  not  to  disturb 
the  disiTOtion  of  the  Treasury  in  dealing 
with  these  loans,  and  not  to  taki'  fi"om 
the  general  category  of  the  Act  of  1S79 
these  particular  loans,  but  to  allow  the 
Treasury  to  retain  their  powers  under 
that  Act.  But  I  will  state,  at  the  same 
time,  what,  if  that  ia  the  case,  we  hope 
to  do  before  the  House  meets  in  1885,  in 
dealing,  not  with  those  loans  only,  but 
with  the  whole  of  the  loans  made  by 
the  Public  AVorks  Loans  Commissioners. 
The  present  scale,  under  tho  Act  of  1879, 
is  that  interest  shall  be  calculated  for  a 
period  not  exceeding  20  years  at  3A  per 
cent ;  for  a  period  not  exceeding  30 
years,  at  3J  per  cent ;  and  for  a  period 
not  exceeding  40  years,  at  •!  per  cent, 
or,  exceeding  40  years,  4 J  per  cent, 
"What  we  hope  to  do  is  this.  WTien- 
ever  collateral  security  is  offered,  as  will 
be  tho  case  with  respect  to  many  of  these 
works,  we  will  deduct  something  from 
these  rates — I  do  not  say  how  much. 
Then,  in  addition  to  that,  I  think  tho 
time  has  come  when  we  may  revise  the 
basis  of  the  rate  at  which  the  Govern- 
ment can  advance  money  ;  so  tbat 
the    scale    now    in    force    under    the 
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Act  of  1879  would  be  subject  to  two 
dHliictions— oni.'  in  resjject  to  the 
cheaper  rate  of  interest,  and  one  in  re- 
spect to  the  rate  at  which,  when  there 
is  collateral  security,  these  loans  should 
be  made  to  Local  Authorities.  The 
effect  of  this  would  bo  perceptibly  to  re- 
duce the  rate  of  interest  charged  for 
these  loans.  What  I  will  promise  my 
hon.  Friend  and  the  Committee  \c  that 
during  the  Eecess  I  will  take  this  ques- 
tion into  consideration,  not  only  with 
regard  to  harbours,  but  with  regard  to 
other  advances  which  should  receive  atten- 
tion. I  will  undertake  to  apply  the  two 
modiBcationa  of  the  scale  which  I  have 
explained;  and  I  will  undertake,  before 
the  Session  of  1885,  that  special  ar- 
rangements shall  be  completed,  and 
that  the  new  scales  shall  come  into 
operation.  I  hope  that  after  that 
promise  the  Committee  will  not  adopt 
the  clause  fixing  one  single  line  as  to 

Me.  SCLATER-BOOTH  said,  that,  of 
course,  the  House  was  anxious  that 
these  public  works  should  be  carried 
out,  if  with  public  money,  at  a  moderate 
rate  of  interest.  Parliament  had  com- 
mitted itself  to  the  view  that  a  consider- 
able risk  should  be  run  ;  but,  from  the 
manner  in  which  ho  had  spoken,  it 
would  seem  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man thought  tho  whole  House  was 
in  favour  of  a  reduction  of  tho  rates  of  in- 
terest on  public  loans.  AU  tbat  Members 
wished  was  that  the  interest  should  be 
moderate,  and  that  the  loans  should  be 
safe.  He  thought  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman might  have  gone  a  step  further, 
and  explained  that  this  Motion  had  been 
made  without  Notice.  He  had  never 
heard  of  a  question  of  so  much  import- 
ance being  raised  at  2  o'clock  in  the 
morning  without  Notice.  When  public 
finances  were  in  question,  it  was  only 
reasonable  that  proper  Notice  should  be 
given  of  the  terms  of  the  proposal.  Cer- 
tainly, many  Members  would  have  left] 
the  House  but  for  the  fact  that,  by' 
the  accident  of  a  mere  question,  they 
had  learnt  from  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  that  the  Vote  was  to  be 
brought  on.  He  should,  therefore, 
support  the  Chancellor  of  the  Esche' 
quer  in  resisting  this  Motion  ;  and,, 
indeed,  he  should  hope  that,  after  what 
had  occurred,  the  hon.  Member  woul 
not  divide  upon  the  Motion.  By  thia 
Motion  the  hon.  Member  came  very  neoTi 
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iolatiog  the  wholesome  principle  that 
rivate  Monibors  could  not  be  allowed 

T)ropoao  Motions  of  this  kind. 

Tiu:  CHAIRMAN  (Mr.  Eaikes)  :  I 
nderstood  from  the  hon.  Member  that 

is  proposition  was  intended  to  ajjply 
only  to  future  loans ;  but  the  clause  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  retrospective,  and  to 
pplj'  to  existing  loans.  The  hon.  Mem- 
er  mu.st  put  himself  in  Order  by  making 

0  clause  apply  to  future  loans. 

Mr.  MAEJORIBANKS  said,  he  only 
intended  the  clause  to  apply  to  future 
loans. 

TuE  CHAIRMAN  (Mr.  Raikes)  :  The 
on.  Member  must  uinke  that  clear.    In 

y  opiuioo,  the  clause  as  it  stands  is 

trospective. 

Mil.  MARJORIBANKS  said,  he  would 
mend  the  clause  by  inserting  before  the 
ord  ''granted,"  in  line  2,  the  words 

to  be." 

Question,  "That those  words  be  there 
iserted,"  put,  and  agreed  lo. 

Mr.  ARTHUR   ARNOLD  said,  his 

on.  Friend  had  presided  ovor  a  Com- 

ittee  of  tiiia  House  of  which  ho  had 

eon  a  Member,  and  every  Member  of 

the  House  must  be  indebted  to  him  for 

liis  labours.     But  after  the   frank   and 

nciliatory  statement  of  the  Chancellor 

if   the  Exchequer,  he  hoped  the  hon. 

Member  would    see   fit  not  to  proceed 

with  liis  Moti(jn,  but   would   wait  for  a 

future  debate  on  the  subject,  when  the 

"eport  >>f  the  Committee  on  Harbours 

ad  been  presented. 

Ma.  SEXTON  said,  tliat  this  subject 
had  come  under   the   consideration  of, 
nd  had  given  rise  to  some  unsatisfactory 
marks  by,  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
ry.     The  hon.   Member  for  Berwick- 
're   was  entitled  to  speak  with  some 
ithority  on  this  subject.     The  Chan- 
ifillor  of  the  E.vchequer  had  meutioned'a 
urn    of  £'600,000,    of   which    ho    said 
30,000  had  been  written  off.  so  that  in 
quarter  of  a  century  there  had  been  a 
'ery  heavy  loss  on  the  capital  sum.     It 
was  too  early  to  assume  anything  as  to 
the  remainder;  but  the  right  hou.  Gen- 
eman  had  said  that  the  Treasury  wore 
lOW   able  to  borrow  money  at  L'J  per 
cent,  so  that  their  position  had  improved 
something  like  }  per  cent.     As  to  har- 
bour  loans  being  particularly  perilous, 
he  thought  the  argument  was  as  much 
in  favour  of  the  hon.  Member  as  of  the 
overnment ;  because,   considering  the 


national  utility  and  value  of  these  har- 
bours and  the  groat  difficulty  of  prose- 
cuting them  to  a  successful  conclusion, 
if  the  Government  pursued  a  generous 
policy,  the  very  fact  that  these  harbours 
were  perilous  investments  showed  that 
they  were  entitled  to  special  attention 
from  the  Government.  What  was  the 
difference  between  the  hon.  Member  and 
tho  Government  ?  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman acknowledged  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  power  to  do  what  the  hon. 
Member  asked.  Thej'  had  a  maximum 
scale,  BO  that  they  could  do  what  tho 
hon.  Member  asked.  Between  the  letter 
of  the  Act  of  Parliament  and  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Treasury,  he  preferred  the 
letter  of  the  Act,  so  far  as  Ireland  was 
concerned,  because  they  had  always 
found  in  Ireland  that  where  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Treasury  operated,  a  harsh, 
rather  than  a  generous,  system  was  ap- 
plied. The  discretion  of  the  Treasury 
meant  a  hai-sh  policy  towards  Ireland, 
and  ho  should  prefer  to  have  a  rate  of 
3^  per  cent  under  tho  clause  proposed 
by  tiie  hon.  Member,  than  3J  or  -IJ  per 
cent  under  the  Treasury.  In  the  County 
Sligo  the  Harbour  Authorities  laboured 
under  great  ditlicultiea;  and  he  would 
recommend  the  Government  not  to  pursue 
a  stingy  policj',  but  to  advance  these 
loans  at  as  low  a  rate  as  they  could.  He 
considered  that  the  hon.  Member  bad 
taken  a  proper  course,  for  this  was  a 
Bill  dealing  with  public  loans,  and  he 
simply  proposed  a  clause  fixing  the  rate 
of  interest.  A  more  proper  oceasiou 
could  not  have  been  taken  for  bringing 
this  matter  before  the  House,  and  he 
was  surprised  at  any  objection  being 
raised  by  a  Radical  Cabinet.  He  would 
conclude  with  one  remark — namely,  that 
they  had  reduced  the  rate  of  interest  by 
1  per  cent  on  railway  loans. 

Mr.  MARJ(JEIBANKS  said,  Har- 
hour  Trusts  did  not  need  to  come  to  the 
Government  at  all  to  borrow  money  at 
4i  per  cent,  because  they  could  raise  it 
at  that  rate  in  the  open  market.  la 
order  to  carrj'  out  the  Act  of  IStJl,  they 
should  be  able  to  borrow  money  at  the 
lowe.st  possible  rate  of  interest — not  more 
than  3^  per  cent.  He  much  regretted 
that  he  sliould  have  to  trouble  the  Com- 
mittee to  divide  on  his  Motion. 

Mr.  DAWSON  said,  that  the  right 
hou.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  argued  that  the  danger 
to  which  the  works  were  exposed  was  a 
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reason  why  tho  Committoe  should  sup- 

Eurt  liim  in  opposing  tlin  Motion  of  thn 
on.  Member  for  Berwick  ;  but  he  would 
remind  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
these  works  were  not  coDstructed  for  in- 
di\'idual  benefit,  but  in  the  interest  of 
the  nation.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
must  be  aware  of  what  the  Colonial  Go- 
vernments had  done  in  matters  of  this 
kind ;  they  had  carried  out  the  works 
knowing  that,  owing  to  the  great  peril 
to  which  they  were  exposed,  pnvate 
persons  could  not  undertake  them.  That, 
he  said,  was  a  reason  a  fortiori  why  the 
Government  should  come  forward  and 
assist  in  the  construction  of  harbours  in 
the  tiireo  Kingdoms.  But  there  was 
this  difference  between  the  Government 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  Berwickshire — 
if  the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  were 
carried,  the  reduction  of  the  rates  of 
interest  would  be  effected  by  Act  of 
Parliament  at  once,  instead  of  remain- 
ing dependent  upon  the  cliances  referred 
to  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  He 
trusted  the  Committee  would  support  the 
Motion  for  the  second  reading  of  the 
clause. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  27; 
Noes  45:  Majority  18.  —  (Ji'iy,  List, 
No.  187.) 

Bill  reported,  without  Amendment ;  to 
be  read  the  third  time  upon  Monday 
next. 

ULSTER  CANAL  AND  TYRONE    NAVI- 
GATION [CO.ST  OF  REPAIRS!. 
Contidered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  it  is  expedient  to  aulhorizo  the  pay- 
ment, out  of  moneys  to  bo  provided  by  Parliu- 
ment,  of  the  Costs  of  Repairs  of  the  Cannla, 
which  may  become  payable  under  the  proWsitina 
of  any  Act  of  the  present  Session  to  transfer 
the  Ulster  Canal  and  the  Tyrone  Navigation  to 
the  La^n  Na\'igation  Company." 

C-OLONEL  NOLAN  wished  to  know 
whether  the  Government  intended  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  provide  compensation 
for  the  lowering  of  the  value  of  the  land 
which  might  be  flooded  in  consequence 
of  the  canals  not  being  efficiently  kept 
up  ?  He  was  prepared  to  draw  up  and 
submit  a  clouse  to  the  Government, 
which  he  would  ask  them  to  iasert  in 
the  present  Bill. 

Mr.  Laivion 


Mn.  COURTNEY  said,  he  was  not  in 
a  position  to  give  any  promise  of  the 
kind  asked  for  by  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  Oalway.  In  the  present 
case  there  was  nothing  before  the  Com- 
mittee but  a  Eesolution.  Another 
opportunity  would  present  itself  for  dis- 
cussing the  question  to  which  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  referred. 

Mr.  HEALYsaid,  they  were  anxious 
that  no  power  should  be  given  to  the 
Company  taking  over  this  canal  that 
would  have  the  effect  of  damaging  the 
interests  of  the  district. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Ittmlved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  tha  | 
payment,  out  of  moneys  to  be  provided  by 
Parliament,  of  the  Costs  of  Repairs  of  tha 
Canals,  which  may  become  payable  under  the 
provisions  of  any  Act  of  the  present  Session  to 
transfer  the  Ulster  Canal  and  the  Tyrone  Nari- 
gation  to  the  Lagan  Navigation  Company. 

Besolution  to  be  r(<ported  upon  Moh' 
day  next. 

MAGISTRATES    (IRELAND)    SALAHEES  j 

BILL.— [Bill  292.] 

{Mr.  Courtney,  Mr.  Treeelyan.) 

SECOND    READING. 

Order  for  Second  Heading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Second  Reading  be  deferred." 
— {Mr.  Courtney.) 

Mr.  SEXTON  asked  when  the  Go- 
vernment intended  to  proceed  with  the 
Bill? 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  the  Bill  would 
bo  taken  after  the  Army  and  Navy 
Estimates  had  been  disposed  of  on 
Monday  next.  He  was  afraid  it  would 
come  forward  at  a  late  hour. 

Mr.  SEXTON :  Not  after  midnight, 
I  hope. 

Mr.  COURTNEY:  I  cannot  say  that 
nt  this  period  of  the  Session. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Second  Beading  deferred  till  Uonday 

next. 

PROSECUTION   OF  OFFENCES  BILL. 

{Mr.  Courtney,  Secretary  Sir  William  Rareaurt, 

Mr.  Uibbert.) 

[bill   287.]       SEOOITD    R£ADINO. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time," — {Mr.  Courtney.) 
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I  Mr.  WAETON  snid,  lie  had  brought 
lorword  a  series  of  Anienduienta  to  the 
Municipal  Elections  (Corrupt  and  Illegal 
Practices)  Bill  on  the  occasion  of  its  pass- 
ing the  third  reading,  which  would  be 
suitably  introduced  in  this  Bill  nlso — 
nainelj',  to  substitute  the  words  "  Solici- 
tor to  the  Treasury"  for  the  words 
"  Public  Prosecutor."  It  was  quite 
clear  tliat  the  Government  accepted  the 

•principle  of  those  Amendments.  His 
object  iu  drawing  attention  to  this  was 
to    point   out    that   if  the  Government 

•proceeded  with  reasonable  speed,  both 
these  Acts  might  be  made  consistent 
vith  each  other. 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  he  was  afraid 
that  tho  course  suggested  by  the  hon. 
land  learned  Member  for  Bridport  was 
lot  a  convenient  one.  The  Bill  con- 
idered  last  nijjht  was  not  the  only 
Dther  Bill  in  which  the  Public  Prosecu- 
tor was  mentioned. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  bxiCl  committed 
for  Monday  next. 

EEVENUE,  &c.  BILL.— [BttL  800.] 

[Ur.  Courtney,  Mr.  Herbert  Gladttone.) 

SECOND   KE.iDING. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Questioa,  "That 
ibe  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time," — 
Mr.  Courtney,) — put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  he  proposed 
«0  put  down  the  Committee  stage  for 
9H|pday  next.     The  Bill  had  now  been 

"  re  the  House  for  some  time. 

''   Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  this  IIouso  will,  upon  Tuesday 
next,  resolve  itself  intoCommittee  on  the 
ill."— (ifr.  Courln«y.) 


Mr.  WAETON   said,  it  was,  in  his 
opinion,  wrong  to  put  down  the  Com- 
mittee stage  of  a  Bill  of  this  nature  so 
soon  after  the  second  reading.     There 
was  a  great  virtue  in  the  "  &c."  included 
^in   the   title   of    tho  Bill;   and,    as   he 
^Wiought    hon.    Members    should    have 
^^nore  timoto  consider  what  Amendments 
^Hrere  necessary,  he  hoped  it  would  not 
^^e   brought  forward  before   Thursday 
next. 

Ma.  WHITLEY  said,  ho  thought  that 

IJlause  6.  which  made  great  alterations 

the  law.  should  be  further  explained. 


Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  he  was  com- 

Eellod  to  put  down  tho  Bill  for  Tuesday ; 
ut  if  there  was  difficulty  in  the  way 
he  might  be  able  to  reconsider  the 
matter. 

Mr.  AVARTON  said,  there  were  four 
or  five  distinct  matters  to  be  considered. 
The  House  had  no  time  to  go  into  them 
at  that  hour  (2.5  a.m.),  and  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  had  moved  the  second 
reading  of  tho  Bill  without  a  word  of 
explanation.  He  moved  that  "Thurs- 
day "  be  substituted  for  "  Tuesday"  in 
the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Gentleman. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
"Tuesday,"  and  insert  "Thursday,"— 
( Mr.  TFarton, ) — instead  thereof. 

Question  put,  "  That  '  Tuesday '  stand 
part  of  the  Question." 

The  House  divided: — Ayes  63  ;  Noes 
2  :  Majority  51.— (Div.  List,  No.  188.) 

Committee  upon  Tuesday  next. 

INFANTS    BILL.-[Bii.L  14.] 

(.Wr.    Sryct,  Mr.    Savey,   Mr.    Anderson, 
Mr.  Stanley  mil.) 

COMMITTKE.      [Progress  22nd  July.] 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  tho  Committee.) 

Clause  3  (Surviving  parent  to  be 
guardian). 

Dr.  FARQUH arson  said,  ho 
bogged  to  move  the  first  Amendment 
on  the  Paper — an  Amendment  depend- 
ing merely  on  what  would  come  later  on. 

Ajnendment  proposed. 

In  pagfc  1,  lino  12,  at  end,  add  "  either  alone 
or  jointly  with  any  euardian  to  be  appointed  as 
hereinafter  providea." — [Or.  far^u/iaraOH.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  INCE  said,  he  proposed  to  move 
an  Amendment  to  this  Amendment — a 
merely  formal  one  to  improve  the  Bill. 
It  was  to  insert  before  the  word  "  either  " 
the  words  "  and  in  the  event  of  the 
mother  being  such  survivor." 

Amendment  proposed  to  tho  proposed 
Amendment,  before  the  word  "  either," 
to  insert  the  words  "  and  in  the  event 
of  the  mother  being  such  survivor." — 
{Mr.  Ince.) 

Question  proposed,  ' '  That  those  words 
bo  there  inserted." 
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Mb.  BRTOE  8aid,  he  did  not  eee  any 
objection  in  point  of  subatanoe  to  tliis 
AmendniC'ut  to  tho  proposed  Amend- 
ment ;  but,  as  a  matter  of  drafting,  be 
thought  the  words  were  unnecessary. 
The  Amendment  was  governed  by  tho 
last  throe  words  "as  hereinafter  pro- 
vided," and  the  provision  there  referred 
to — which  was  to  be  moved  in  place  of 
Clause  4 — dealt  with  the  case  of  the 
survivors.  The  Amendment  to  be  pre- 
sently moved  by  the  hou.  Member  for 
West  Aberdeenshire  (Dr.  Fanjuharson) 
said  the  father  of  any  infant  might 
appoint  "  a  guardian  or  guardians  to 
act  jointly  with  the  mother  of  such  in- 
fant," &o. 

Mr.  INCE  said,  tho  hon.  Member 
might  think  the  words  unnecessary;  but 
he  had  not  so  much  obsen-ed  the  ca- 
pacity of  the  Courts  to  make  mistakes 
as  he  (Ml".  Ince)  had.  It  seemed  de- 
sirable to  put  these  words  in  to  prevent 
the  possibility  of  a  mistake. 

Mk.  HORACE  DAVEY  said,  he  quite 
agreed  with  the  last  speaker  as  to  the 
capacity  of  the  Courts  to  go  wrong ;  but 
he  should  think  that  if  they  put  these 
words  int<j  the  clause  Courts  would  lio 
entrapped  into  going  wrong.  There 
did  not  seem  to  bo  any  necessity  for  an 
addition  to  tho  Amoudnient.  The  pro- 
posal, it  was  admitted,  would  not  alter 
the  substance  of  the  Amendment;  and 
as  the  substance  appeared  quite  clear 
enough,  and  as  it  would  only  tend  to 
obscurity  to  add  anything,  he  hoped 
the  original  Amendment  would  be  ac- 
cepted without  alteration. 

Mr.  WARTON  said,  he  was  certainly 
decidedly  in  favour  of  the  adilition  pro- 
posed, and  for  the  reason  that  it  would 
be  a  safeguard.  This  Bill  was  brought 
iu  through  the  iufluence  of  strung- 
minded  women  over  weak-minded  men. 
He  would  not  go  into  the  argument  that 
God  had  establi.shod  a  distinct  inequality' 
between  men  and  women  ;  but  he  would 
say  that  if  this  .Amendment  were  not  in- 
serted the  contention  of  fanatics  that 
men  £md  women  were  considered  in  the 
clause  as  equal  would  prevail.  This 
Amendment  would  show  thot  woman 
was  not  iu  the  same  position  as  man. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
' '  That  the  Clause,  as  amended,  stand 
part  of  the  Bill." 


Mr.  WARTON  said,  the  Amendment , 
they  had  just  agreed  to  was  very  goudj 
so  far  as  it  went;  but  the  clause  waal 
wrong  altogether,  being  a  material  part  | 
of  a   very    bad    Bill.      He,   therefore, 
moved  its  rejection  altogether.     It  was 
very  hard  that,  at  this  period  of  the  Sea- j 
sion,  they  should  bo  engaged  iu  discuss- 
ing  a  Bill  of  such  importance — a  mea- 
sure for  altogether  revolutionizing  ourj 
domestic  relations.      Besides,   all  these  ( 
discussions  were  u-seless — a  sheer  waste ) 
of  time — as  the  Bill  was  certain  to  be 
thrown  out  in  the  House  of  Lords. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  4  (Parents,  or  survivor  of  them,^ 
may  appoint  guardians). 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  tho  Clause  stand  part  of  tho 
Bill." 

Mb.  WARTON  rose  to  Order.  He 
said  there  was  an  Amendment  lower 
down  on  the  Paper  in  the  name  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Aberdeenshire  (Dr.  Farquharson)  com- 
mencing iu  this  way — "Page  1,  leave 
out  Clause  4,  and  insert  tho  following 
Clause."  He  (Mr.  Warton)  wished 
to  know  whether,  if  they  passed  Clause 
4  now,  it  would  be  competent  for  tho  J 
hon.  Member,  later  on,  to  move  his  I 
clause?  They  would  have  passed  Clause 
4  before  the  hon.  Member's  proposal ' 
cnme  before  them.  A  similar  question 
would  arise  on  Clause  5  ;  therefore,  ho 
asked  at  once  for  the  decision  of  the 
Chairman  to  settle  both  questions. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  It  will  be  com- 
petent for  the  hon.  Member  for  West : 
Aberdeenshire  to  negative  this  clause,  j 
If  he  does  so  he  can  then  move  the  I 
clause  standing  in  hia  name  when  it  U] 
reached. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Clauses  5  to  7,  inclusive,  agreed  to. 

Clause  8  (Interpretation  of  terms). 

Mr.  BRYCE  said,   he  had    several 
Amendments   to   propose  to  Clause   8, 
The  first  three  were — page  2,  line  15, 
after  "justice,"  insert  "or  the  County. 
Court  of  the  district  in  which  either  of  | 
the  parents  resides;"  line  16,  after  "jus- 
tice," insert   "or  the  County  Court  ofl 
the  district  iu  which  either  of  the  parents 
resides;"  line  17,  after  "Session,"  insert 
"  or  the  Sheriff  Court  within  whose  jurie- 
diction  either  of  the  spouses  resides.'j 
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j^These  Amendments  were  all,  practically, 

the  embodiment  of  the  samo  principle, 

^which  was  that  jurisdiction  under  the 

Act  should  be   given   not  only  to  thp 

iBipih  Court  of  Justice  in  En|flnnd  nnd 

Ireland,  and  to  the  Court  of  Session  in 

Scotland,  but  also  to  the  inferiorOourts — 

Ithat  was  to  say,  to  the  County  Courts 

»nd  SheriBF  Courts.     The  object  of  the 

Imendiucnfs  was  to  meet  the   case   of 

persons  who  would  be  unable  to 

^fl'ord  the  expense  and  time  necessary 

to   make   application    to   tho    Superior 

Courts.     The  beneOts  of  tho  Bill  would 

be  confined  to  well-to-do  persons  if  these 

Imendmonts   were   not  agreed  to.     In 

loving  tho  second  reading  of  the  Bill, 

10  had  intimated  that  such  an  extension 

)f  the  powers  conferred   by  it   on    the 

fCourt  would  probably  be  desirable,  and 

ivhat  he  had  heard  since  had  strongly 

^conlirmed   him   iu  the  belief  that  this 

ought  to  be  dono. 

I     Amendment  proposed, 
I     In  page  2,  line  16,  after  "justice,"  in.tert  '•  or 
the  County  Court  of  the  district  in  which  either 
fil  the  i)ar(mts  resides."— {.1/r.  Sii/rt.) 
Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
bo  there  inserted." 


XI 


Thk    solicitor  GENEEAL   (Sir 
Fahrer     H£Rschell)     must     say    he 

;hought  tho  proposed  Amendment  sug- 
_ested  some  new  terrors,  because,  thougii 
his  hon.  Friend  had  said  it  was  to  mert 
the  case  of  poor  persons,  it  could  not  be 
limited  to  that  case.  Every  father  under 
the  Bill  might  be  dealt  with   by  tho 

iounty  Court  in  the  district  iu  which  he 

esided.  This  wa.s  one  of  the  most  de- 
licate jurisdictions  ono  could  possibly 
establish  ;  and  he  owned  he  did  not  him- 

lelf  think  it  right  that  the  County  Court 
Judges,  who,  certainly,  were  not  ap- 
pointed for  the  discharge  of  any  such 
function,  should  be  intrusted  with  it 
compulsorily  as  against  ony  person.  If 
the  hon.  Member  were  to  provide  means 
of  appeal  from  the  County  Court  to  a 
Superior  Court  the  case  would  be  dif- 
ferent. In  some  cases,  no  doubt,  it 
vould  be  better  to  have  a  case  heard  in 
tho  County  Court ;  but,  in  other  cases, 
it  would  be  necessary  to  resort  to  a  much 
Ligher  tribunal. 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  The  hou.  and  learned 

.Gentleman  will  boo  the  Amendment  saya 

or  tho  County  Court,"     He  will  mark 

;be  word  "  or." 


The  SOLIOITOE  GENERAL  (Sir 
Faerer  HERScaELi,') :  But  if  the  County 
Court  is  resorted  to  a  purson  would  be 
bound  to  submit  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Judge  presiding  over  the  district  in 
which  he  resides.  Some  people  might 
hesitate  about  submitting  themselves 
voluntarily  to  the  County  Court ;  and  I, 
therefore,  think  the  County  Court  Judge 
should  have  authority  to  give  power  to 
move,  on  the  application  of  either  party. 

Mb.  ANDE  K.SON  said,  he  thought  this 
a  most  valuable  Amendment,  and  hoped 
the  hon.  Member  (Mr.  Br)'ce)  woidd 
persevere  with  it.  The  Solicitor  Gene- 
ral, when  he  spoke  about  the  County 
Court  Judges,  forgot  the  ditferenco  be- 
tween tho  County  Court  Judges  in  Eng- 
land and  the  Sheriffs  in  Scotland.  The 
Sherifl"'8  Court  had  a  much  larger  juris- 
diction. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  (Sir 
Farber  Hebsoubll)  :  There  is  no  ques- 
tion as  to  tho  Sheriff's  Court  before  the 
Committee.  I  am  speaking  of  the  Eng- 
lish case,  and  not  of  tho  Scotch. 

Mr.  IIEALY  thought  there  was  a 
great  deal  in  what  tho  Solicitor  General 
had  said.  An  option  should  certainly 
bo  given  to  enable  persons  to  go  either 
to  a  Superior  Court  or  a  County  Court. 
In  religious  cases,  especially  in  Ireland, 
decisions  would  not  have  by  any  moans 
tho  same  weight,  and  actions  would 
in  no  way  attract  the  same  amount  of  at- 
tention, if  tried  before  some  little  local 
Court,  as  thoy  would  if  tried  before  a 
Superior  Court.  The  mothers  would 
not  have  the  same  amount  of  protection, 
nor  would  tho  fathors,  in  cases  in  which 
religious  differences  occurred,  in  the 
County  Court  as  they  would  in  a  Supe- 
rior Court.  Ho  was  content  to  have  the 
County  Courts  in  the  Bill,  but  thought  it 
necessary  that  any  party,  at  his  or  her 
option,  should  be  able  to  apply  to  a 
Superior  Court. 

Mr.  HORACE  DAVEY  said,  the 
Solicitor  General  would  see  at  once  the 
necessity  of  providing  for  the  County 
Court  being  n  Court  within  tho  meaning 
of  the  Act,  as  it  would  apply  to  persona 
without  means  who  could  not  bear  the 
expense  of  going  to  the  High  Court. 
He  quite  agreed  that  there  would  be 
some  difficulty  in  giving  jurisdiction  to 
the  County  Court  in  every  case.  It  wa'=i, 
unfortunately,  impossible  to  put  a  limit 
to  the  cases  to  bo  heard  by  a  County 
Court  Judge  by  lixing  a  certain  sum,  as 
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•was  done  in  ordinary  mercantile  affairs. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 
Tower  Hamlets  (Mi-.  Bryoe)  and  himself 
had  discussed  this  question,  and  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  some  words 
might  be  devised,  and  brought  up  on 
Eeport,  to  meet  the  objection  of  the 
Solicitor  General.  Such  a  provision  as 
"  Provided  always  that  either  party  can 
apply  to  the  Judge  of  the  County  Court 
to  remove  the  case  to  the  High  Court," 
might  meet  the  objection. 

Question  put,  and  agred  to. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Clause,  an  amended,  stand 
part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  WAETON  said,  that  on  this 
clause  he  wished  to  make  one  observa- 
tion. One  of  the  Acts  repealed  was  the 
Act  of  Charles  II. ;  but  in  that  matter 
the  section  conflicted  with  Section  C, 
which  had  reference  to  the  old  Act.  If 
the  old  Act  was  repealed  here,  it  should 
bo  struck  out  from  Section  6.  The 
whole  of  the  section  remained  in  force  in 
one  place,  and  only  part  of  it  in  another. 
He  only  pointed  this  out  in  a  friendly 
way. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clauses  0  and  10  agreed  to. 

Mr.  INCE  said,  the  next  Amendment 
stood  in  his  name  in  the  following 
terms : — 

"Fagc  I,  leave  out  CUuae  4,  and  insert  tho 

following  clause: — 
(Sur\-iving  parents  may  appoint  guardinns.) 
"  It  shall  be  lawful  for  tho  surviving  parent 

of  an  unmarried  infant  hy  deed  or  will  to  np- 

point  n  guardian  or  guardians  of  such  infant 

after  the  death  of  such  survivor.'' 

After  what  had  taken  place  he  proposed 
to  waive  his  i-ight  to  move  this  clause. 

On  the  Motion  of  Dr.  Fauquiiarson, 
the  following  new  clause  was  inserted  in 
lieu  of  Clause  4  : — 

(E^h  parent  may  appoint  guardian.) 

•'  1 .  Each  of  the  parents  of  any  infant  may  by 
deed  or  will  appoint  any  person  or  i>crsons  to  bo 
guardian  or  guardians  of  such  infant  after  tho 
death  of  tho  survivor  of  such  parents  (if  sttch 
infant  bo  then  unmarried),  and  the  guardian  or 
guardians  so  appointed  shall  act  jointly  with  the 
guardian  or  guardians  (if  any)  appointed  by  the 
other  of  sucli  purunts. 

"  2.  The  father  of  any  infant  may  appoint 
a  guardian  or  guardians  to  act  jointly  with  the 
mother  of  such  infant  in  the  event  of  bor  sur- 
viving him. 

Mr.  Horace  Davey 
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"  3.  The  mother  of  any  infant  may  apply  to 
the  court  for  the  appointment  of  some  fit  person  i 
or  persons  to  act  as  guardian  or  guardians  of  i 
such   infant  after  her  doiith  jointly  with   the 
father  of  such  infant,  and  the  court,  if  satisfied 
that,  having  regard  to  the  character  or  habits 
of  tho  father  or  other  grave  cause,  such  appoint-  \ 
mcnt  i.t  desimble  in  the  interests  of  such  infant,  | 
may  appoint  such  guardian  or  guardians  so  to  j 
act  as  aforesaid.  I 

"4.  In  the  event  of  guardians  being  unable  to  / 
agree  upon  a  question  affecting  the  welfare  of  an  1 
infant,  any  of  them  may  apply  to  the  court  for  j 
its  directions,  and  the  court  may  make  such  order  j 
or  orders  regarding  the  matters  in  difference  as  ' 
itshall  think  proper  in  theinterest  of  the  infant," 

Mb.  BEYCE  said,  he  wished toproposo 
a  new  clause  in  substitution  for  the  5th 
clause,  which  had  been  struck  out,  and 
to  enlarge  the  powers  of  the  Court  to 
some  extent.  The  Court  at  present  had 
power,  to  some  degree,  to  give  effect  to 
the  wishes  of  the  father  imless  Lis  con- 
duct had  been  bad.  It  was  proposed  by 
this  new  clause  to  admit  the  wishes  of 
the  mother,  and  the  conduct  of  the 
parents,  as  considerations  which  would 
affect  the  Court's  discretion,  and  in  that 
way  it  was  hoped  that  the  more  berious 
e.\is(iug  evils  would  be  removed.  Tho 
clause  practically  embodied  what  was  the 
practice  of  the  English  Court,  except 
thiit  it  would  enable  the  Court  to  have 
regard  more  than  hitherto  to  the  conduct 
of  the  parents  and  tho  wishes  of  the 
mother.  In  Scotland  the  Court  of  Ses- 
sion did  not  seem  to  consider  itself  to 
have  this  power. 

New  Clause — 
(Court  may  make  order  as  to  custody  of  infant.)  1 

"  The  court  may,  upon  the  appliciition  of  the  ■ 
mother  of  any  infant  (who  mny  apply  without 
next  friend),  make  such  order  as  it  may  think 
Ut  regarding  the  custody  of  such  infant',  or  tho 
religion  in  which  it  is  to  be  brought  up,  baring  ( 
regard  in  the  first  place  to  the  interests  of  the 
infant,  and  then  to  the  conduct  of  tho  parenta, 
and  to  tho  wishes  as  woU  of  tho  mother  as  of 
the  father," — {Mr.  Bit/ef,) 

— hrought  up,  and  road  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Mb.  WAETON  said,  he  could  not  I 
understand  what  was  meant  by  the 
"interests"  of  the  child.  How  would 
the  matter  stand  if  the  child's  father  , 
was  a  Protectant  owning  a  family  living, 
and  he  hud  the  child  educated  for  the 
Church  in  ordiT  to  tiiko  tliat  living;  but 
the  mother  who  brought  the  child  up 
was  a  Bomau  CathuUu  'i    This  Bill  would 
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'evolutionize  Hociety,  and  some  day  its 
Bupporters  would  blush  for  having  passed 
\t.  The  Court  of  Chancery  had  exer- 
cised the  very  jurisdiction  emliodied  in 

"  is  clause  for  centuries,  and  had  liad 

o  difficulty  in  determining  questions  of 
this  kind  as  to  the  interests  of  a  child. 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  (Sir 
Faabbr  Heuschell)  said  he  viewed  this 
clause  with  considerable  misgiving.  In 
^certain  cases  the  Courts  had  hod  to  con- 
sider the  question  of  tht<  religion  in 
■which  a  cliild  had  been  brought  up  ;  and 
they  had  had  a  guide  wbicli  it  was  now 

roposod    to    take    awaj*    from    them, 
ituerto  the  religion  of  the  father  had 
•l»een  the  primary  rule  as  to  the  children, 

,nd  when  it  was  a  question  of  Protes- 
tant or  Roman  Catholic  there  was  that 
£;uide.  The  Court  had  followed  that 
_  uide  ;  but  now  it  was  proposed  to  take 
i«way  all  guide  in  the  matter,  and  the 
other  or  the  father  being  alive  could 

pply  to  the  Court  to  determine  in  what 
religion  the  child  should  be  brought  up. 
.If  the  mother  applied  to  the  Court  and 
asked  that  the  child  should  bo  brought 
lip  in  a  particular  religion,  what  test 
had  the  Court  to  adopt  in  order  to  de- 
termine what  was   the    interest  of  the 

ihild  ?  It  was  not,  it  appeared,  to  be 
e  worldly  interest  of  the  child.  That 
ight  be  one  test ;  but  in  many  instances 
it  would  be  an  unsatisfactory  one.  Then, 
if  religion  was  to  be  taken,  what  was 
the  guide  ?  He  confessed  he  could  not 
see  how  this  clause  was  to  be  worked 
out.  This  was  a  matter  subject  to  ex- 
treme differences  of  view.  There  might 
bo  a  difference  between  Protestants 
themselves — a  difference  on  ecclesiastical 

lointa.  How  was  the  Court  to  deter - 
ine  that,  if  it  was  to  have  regard,  in 
e  tirst  place,  to  the  interests  of  the 
Ipfant?  He  did  not  propose  to  say 
hat  was  to  be  the  guide  in  this 
atter;  but  he  should  look  with  oon- 

iderable  doubt  upon  this  clause.  He 
did,  however,  quite  agree  with  one  part 
of  the  clause,  for  he  thought  there 
should  bo  a  greater  power  in  the  Court 
than  tht.'re  now  was  if  an  application 
was  made  by  tho  mother  to  the  Court 
with  reference  to  the  conduct  of  the 
ther,  because  there  were,  no  doubt, 
es  in  which  a  proper  chock  was  put 

pon  the  action  of  the  father  when  he 

ad  shown  himself  until  to  have  control. 
Ho  was  quite  willing  to  see  some  steps 

akeu    in   tliat   direction ;  but   when   it 


came  to  dealing  with  the  religion  in 
which  the  child  was  to  bo  brought  up, 
having  regard,  in  tho  first  place,  to  the 
interests  of  the  child,  he  felt  they  were 
on  the  horns  of  a  dilemma.  If  they 
looked  to  the  temporal  interests  of  the 
child  they  would  be  disregarding  what 
many  people  considered  higher  interests; 
but  it  they  looked  to  thoeo  higher  in- 
terests, two  Judges  might  determine  in 
exactly  opposite  directions.  He  feared 
that  without  any  such  guide  as  was  now 
provided  it  would  be  impossible  to  work 
this  clause. 

Mk.  BRYCE  said,  he  thought  it 
would  not  be  possible  to  avoid  dealing 
with  religion  at  all ;  because,  as  they  all 
knew,  serious  grievances  had  arisen,  and 
might  arise,  through  forcing  a  child  to 
follow  the  religion  which  was  the  religion 
of  the  father.  But  this  clause  would 
not  make  the  difficulty  any  greater  than 
it  was  already  ;  it  would  rather  diminish 
it  by  preventing  the  Court  from  be- 
coming, in  extreme  cases,  the  unwilling 
agent  of  cruelty.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered, in  the  first  place,  that  no  appli- 
cation could  be  made  except  upon  some 
ground  being  shown  for  the  change  de- 
sired. There  must  be  some  groundshowa 
to  justify  the  application;  and,  in  the 
next  place,  the  striking  out  of  Clause  2 
of  the  present  BiU  made  the  Bill  leave 
the  Common  Law  right  where  it  was 
before — that  was  to  say,  in  the  father. 
There  was  nothing  in  the  construction 
of  this  new  ath  clause  to  negative 
or  extinguish  the  permanent  Common 
Law  right  of  tho  father,  and  all  that 
was  said  in  this  clause  with  regard 
to  tho  wishes  and  conduct  of  the 
parents  must  bo  taken  to  be  subject  to 
that  Common  Law  right ;  and,  therefore, 
primd  faeie  the  child  would  bo  brought 
up  in  the  religion  of  its  father.  The 
Court  would  have  that  Common  Law 
rule  as  a  guide ;  and  it  was  only  where 
that  rule  failed  to  throw  light  on  the 
subject  that  it  would,  in  respect  to  reli- 
gion, be  empowered  to  have  peculiar 
regard  to  the  interests  of  the  child  and 
wishes  of  the  mother. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON  said,  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  Member  had  strengthened 
his  opposition  to  the  Bill.  If  there  was 
anything  at  all  that  might  be  tnken  as 
consolation  for  the  speech  of  the  Soli- 
citor General,  the  hon.  Member  opposite 
had  completely  demolished  it.  There 
was  nothing  to  guide  tho  Court  except; 
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the  Judge's  own  discretion  ;  and,  look- 
ing at  the  wording  of  this  clause,  he 
failed  to  eeo  how  the  Judge  could  rule 
otherwise  than  in  accordance  with  his 
own  view  as  to  what  was  hest  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  child.  He  could  not  see 
how  the  Judge  could  sny  that  it  would 
be  better  for  the  spiritual  interests  of 
the  child,  having  regard  to  this  section, 
which  establishpd  no  standard  whatever, 
to  bo  brought  up  in  any  other  religion 
than  that  of  the  parents. 

Mb.  HEALY  said,  this  was  a  very 
important  matter  ;  and,  in  his  view,  the 
arguments  of  the  Solicitor  General  had 
not  been  answered  at  all.  It  would  be 
better  to  leave  the  law  as  it  was  at  pre- 
sent ;  at  least,  so  far  as  the  religion  was 
concerned.  There  did  exist  some  gua- 
rantee at  the  present  time,  and  it  was 
needless  to  enforce  the  arguments  of  the 
Solicitor  General ;  but  he  thought,  at 
least,  they  should  omit  tho  words — "  or 
the  religion  in  which  it  is  to  be  brought 
up."  They  must  have  regard  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  child;  but  "infants" 
were  sometimes  of  a  very  mature  age, 
and  it  would  be  necessary  to  consider 
their  wishes  also. 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  (Sir 
Fa£REu  Hebschell)  suggested  that  the 
best  course  would  be  to  report  Progress 
now,  and  then  thej'  could  consider  what 
ehould  be  done.  This  was  a  most  deli- 
cate question,  and  it  ought  not  to  be 
dealt  with  hastily. 

Mr.  URYCE  said,  he  thought  it 
might  be  well  to  pass  by  this  clause  now, 
and  deal  with  it  ou  the  report,  going  on 
with  the  rest  of  the  Bill  in  the  mean- 
time. He  was  reluctant  to  report  Pro- 
gress yet. 

Mr.  HEALY  proposed  that  the  Bill 
should  be  allowed  to  pass  now,  and 
afterwards  should  be  recommitted  in 
respect  to  clau.ses  that  were  contentious. 

Mn.  HARRINGTON  said,  he  fully 
recognized  the  desire  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber in  bringing  forward  this  measure, 
and  quite  believed  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber was  animated  by  the  best  intentions  ; 
but  the  best  intentions  might  sometimes 
lead  people  astray.  A  proptjsal  of  this 
kind  was  likely  to  considerably  affect 
existing  statutes  and  raise  grave  and 
serious  complications ;  and  he  felt  that 
this  was  not  a  time  of  morning  at  which 
to  disciiss  a  subject  of  this  nature.  He, 
therefore,  hoped  that  Progress  would  be 
reported. 

Mr.  Uarrvigion 


The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  (Sir 
Farrer  Hebscueix)  said,  the  hon.  Mem-  j 
ber  was,  no  doubt,  anxious  to  get  this 
Bill  through  Committee  ;  and  he  would 
advise  his  hon.  Friend  to  allow  the  Bill, 
as  amended,  to  be  reported,  and  theaj 
put  down  this  or  a  similar  clause  furj 
consideration  on  Report. 

Mr.  HEALY  asked  if  the  Bill  would! 
be  recommitted  ? 

The    SOLICITOR    GENERAL  fSir 
F.V.RHEK  Herschell)  replied  that  it  would! 
not. 

Mr.  HEALY  said,  he  thought  that  ia' 
such  a  matter  as  this  it  would  be  very 
unsatisfactory  to  bring  up  a  clause  on 
the  Report  stage,  especially  at  2  or  3 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  before  which  it 
could  not  be  brought  ou. 

Colonel  N0L.4.N  said,  he  believed 
this  clause  would  be  most  dangerous  taj 
the  members  of  any  religious  community! 
who  were  in  a  minority.  The  clause,  i£ 
insisted  upon,  would  lead  to  a  question 
of  endurance,  and  if  it  was  pressed,  he 
should  begin  at  the  coraraenceraent  ot 
the  Bill,  and  put  down  as  many  Amend>| 
ments  as  he  could. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  PutJ 
"That  the  Chairman  do  report  Pro-I 
gross,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again.'' 
{Mr.  Jfartun.) 

The  Committee   divided :  —  Ayes   1 0  j 
Noes    42:    Majority    32. —  (Div.    List,J 
No.  189.) 

Original  Question  agaiu  proposed. 

Mr.  BRYCE  said,  he  would  agree 
report  Progress  now,  and  bring  up  hit 
amended  clause  on  Report,  and  so  hav< 
this  question  settled. 

Coloxel  NOLAN  said,  he  objected  to^ 
this  course  being  adopted.     He  had  un- 
derstood that  the  clause  would  be  alto*, 
gether  withdrawn,  or  so   shaped   tha 
those  who  were  in  a  minority  in  Enj 
land  and  a  minority  on  the  Bench  ic 
Ireland  would  be  able  to  obtain  guarna- 
tees.     If  that  was  done,  then  he  should 
be  content  to   have   the    clause   with- 
drawn. 

Mr.  BRYCE  said,  that  that  was  wbal| 
he  intended  to  do. 

Colonel  NOLAN  said,  he  objected  to 
allowing  the  Bill  to  go  on  without  Bomd 
assurance  from  the  Government  that 
they  would  not  consent  to  ii  clause  like 
this  being  passed.  If  that  was  given,, 
he  should  then  be  sati&tied  ;  but  if  that 
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assurance  was  not  given,  ho  should  sim- 

ly  take  means  to  place  on   the  Paper 

mendtneut"?  to  every  elauso  in  the  Bill. 

The    solicitor    GENERAL   (Sir 

AiiitiiR  Hersi  iiEix)  said,  ho  could  not 

ive   any  pledge  that  the  Government 

ould  op])086  this  clause ;  but  ho  thought 

e  had  given  indications  that  ho  would 

pposo  any  clause  involvinij  tlie  objec- 

"ons  which  had  been  pointed  out  to  this 

clause. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON  said,  he  could 
ot  awent  to  the  proposal  of  the  hon. 
"ember  (Mr.  Bryco),  for  it  would  de- 
rive hdu.  Members  of  an  opportunity 
f  speaking  in  the  debate.     If  they  had 
eon  able  to  express  their  viow8,  this 
iserable  and  minohinvous  clause  would 
avo  been  disposed  of.     In  Ireland  this 
lauso  would  give  power  to  a  number  of 
oun(y  Court  Judges  to  admiuister  the 
w.     It  would  invest  them  with  an  en- 
rely  now  power  ;  and,  from  what  thoy 
new  in  Ireland,  they  could  not  have 
ho  slightest  confidence  in  those  Judges. 
Only  a  few  days  ago  he  had  endeavoured 
:o  bring  before  tho  House  the  conduct 
f  one  of  the  officials  intrusted  with  the 
dmiuistration  of  such  nicnsurcs  as  this. 
[That  official  had  induced  Roman  Catho- 
ic  children  to  join  in  an  excursion  given 
to  the  inmates  of  the  Pnjtostnnt  Orphans' 
Home,  and  ho  took  tiiat  opportunity  of 
reaching     to    the    Catholic    children. 
very  member  of  his  family'  was  iden- 
fied  with  that  Home.  This  clause  would 
to  that  Judge   and  others  of   the 
kind  absolute  discretion  as  to  the 
interests  of  the  child  in  regard  to  its 
religion;  and  he  and  his  hon.  Friends 
Would,  therefore,  oUer  the  strongest  op- 
position to  the  clause. 

ilu.  BRYCE  pointed  out  that  the  hon. 
Member  would  have  every  opportimity 
of  rejecting  this  clause,  end  it  was  quite 
clear,  from  what  had  been  said,  that  he 
could  not  carry  this  clause  in  face  of 
the  opposition  of  thf  Solicitor  General. 
Tht?reforo,  hon.  Members  were  perfectly 
safe  i  and,  for  his  part,  he  should  be 
quite  willing  to  omit  all  reference  to  re- 
ligion, if  tho  House  preferred  that. 

Mb.  UEALY  said,  he  recognized  tho 
fiusi  that  the  hon.  Member  for  tho  Tower 
Ilnmlet*  had  no  intention  to  impose  a 
disn*.ility  upon  Members  in  this  matter; 
but  what  they  wanted  was  that  when 
this  clause  was  put  down,  the  Bill  should 
bo  recommit  cod  in  reference  to  this 
clau&e.     So  far,  they  bud  no  guarantee 
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as  to  that ;  but  he  thought  it  was  a  per- 
fectly reasouable  proposition,  and  such 
a  course  need  not  delay  the  Bill  at  all. 

CoLuNKL  NOLAN  said,  he  wanted 
something  more  than  tho  hon.  Member 
for  Monaghnn  (Mr.  Healy)  wanted.  He 
wantod  to  have  this  clause  loft  out  alto- 
gether, lie  did  not  object  to  the  Bill, 
except  for  that  clause ;  but  with  that 
clause,  he  Irjokod  on  tho  Bill  with  the 
greatest  fear,  and  knew  that  he  should 
be  found  fault  with  if  he  allowed  it  to 
pass  without  offering  it  the  strongest 
opposition  at  this  period  of  the  year. 
The  clouse  would  change  tho  whole  posi- 
tion of  the  minority,  and  unloss  he  could 
get  some  assurance,  ho  should  oppose 
tho  Bill  to  tlio  utmost. 

Notice  taken,  tliat  10  Members  were 
not  present ;  Committee  counted,  and  40 
Members  being  found  present, 

Mr.  "WARTON  said,  the  objections  to 
taking  up  this  clause  again  on  Report 
were  very  strong.  If  this  was  an  ordi- 
nary Bill  of  only  trifling  importance,  that 
course  might  be  pursued  ;  but  it  was  too 
imi)ortant  a  matter  to  bo  slurred  over. 
It  involved  a  complete  change  of  the 
rights  of  husbands  and  wives,  and  there 
could  be  no  greater  example  of  reckless- 
ness in  regard  to  Bu8iue.?s  than  the  way 
in  which  it  was  proposed  to  pass  this 
Bill.  This  Bill  was  not  in  accordance 
with  tho  real  sentiment  of  the  House, 
and  it  was  tho  duty  of  those  present  to 
protest,  in  the  interests  of  parents, 
against  this  irreligious  and  immoral  pro- 
position. 

Sir  CHARIJiS  W.  DILKE  appealed 
to  his  hon.  Friend  to  accept  the  suggoa- 
tion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Mooughoa 
(Mr.  Healy). 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  withdrawn. 

Bill  rtporled ;  as  amended,  to  be  con- 
sidered upon  Tuesday  uext,  aud  to  be 
priitled.     [Bill  308.] 

MOTIONS. 

METROPOLIT.VN  ASYXUMS   IIO.VRD  (bOEHOW- 

1X0  powers)  bill. 

On  llolion  of  Sir  Cuaulm  Dilkb,  Dill  to 
ennbla  the  MnnuRer*  of  the  Metropolitan  Asy- 
lums Dinlriut  to  borrow  fur  certiiin  purposeti  of 
"The  Di»0Mo«  PreTontion  (Metropolis)  Act, 
1833,"  ordered  to  ho  brought  in  by  Sir  Cbaules 
DiLKE  ami  Mr.  Oeoboe  Kc^sell. 

UiU;i/c«.»'c</,iniii  iTiul  Ihi:  lirst  lime.  [Bill 310.] 
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PUBLIO  HEALTH   (IEBLAND)   (DISTEIOTS) 
BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Solicitob  Genbkal  for 
Ireland,  Bill  to  amend  "  The  Public  Health 
(Ireland)  Act,  1878,"  with  reference  to  Sanitary 
Districts,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Solicitor  Obneral  for  Ireland. 
Bill  preuHtedjUni  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  3 1 1  .J 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  before 

Four  o'clock  in  the  morning 

till  Monday  next. 


HOUSE    OF    LOEDS, 
Monday,  2Bth  July,  1884. 


MINUTES.]— PcBLio  BiLW— First  Reading— 
Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Or- 
ders (Labourers  Act)  (No.  8)»  (217)  ;  Educa- 
tion (Scotland)  Provisional  Order*  (218). 

Second  Heading — Canal  Boats  Act  (1877)  Amend, 
ment  (198);  Cholera  Hospitals  (Ireland)  * 
(204) ;  Trusts  (SootUnd)  •  (209) ;  Naval  and 
Greenwich  Hospital  Pensions  •  (203) ; 
Teachers'  Residences  (Ireland)  •  (214). 

Committee — Yorkshire  Registries  (192-219). 

Committee — Report — Strensall  Common*  (1S5). 

Seport — Tramways  (Ireland)  Provisional  Or- 
der  (No.  fi )  •  (2 1 1 ) ;  Tramways  (Ireland)  Pro- 
visional Order  (No.  2)»  (144). 

Third  Seeding — Local  Government  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  6)*  (183);  Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  6)*  (189);  Oyster 
Cultivation  (Ireland)*  (197);  Sheriff  Court 
Houses  (Scotland)  Amendment*  (193),  and 
passed. 

Royal  Aaaent — Licensing  Act  (1872)  Amendment 
[47  &  48  Viet.  c.  29]  ;  Royal  Military  Asylum 
Chelsea  (Transfer)  [47  &  48  Vict.  c.  32]; 
Great  Seal  [47  &  48  Viet.  c.  30]  ;  Newcastle 
Chapter  [47  &  48  Vict.  c.  83] ;  Colonial  Pri- 
soners Removal  [47  &  48  Viet.  c.  31];  Public 
Libraries  Acts  Amendment  [47  &  48  Vict.  c. 
37] ;  Elections  (Hours  of  Poll)  [47  &  48 
Viet.  0.  34]  ;  Revision  of  Jurors  and  Voters 
LisU  (Dublm  County)  [47  &  48  Vict.  o.  35]  ; 
Prisons  (Ireland)  (Cost  of  Conveyance  of 
Prisoners)  •  [47  &  48  Viet.  c.  36]  ;  Indian 
Marine  [47  &  48  Vict.  c.  38] ;  Naval  Disci- 
pline Act  (1868)  Amendment  [47  &  48  Vict. 
c.  39] ;  Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools 
(Manx  Children)  [47  &  48  Vict.  c.  40] ;  Local 
Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Order 
(Labourers  Act)  (No.  7)  [47  &  48  Viet.  c. 
cliv] ;  Benefices  (Tiverton  Portions)  Consoli- 
dation Amendment  [47  &  48  Vict.  c.  civ]; 
Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Order 
(The  Labonrers  Act)  (Enniscorthy,  &e.)  [47 
&  48  Viet.  0.  dvi] ;  Local  Government  Pro- 
visional Order  (Salt  Works)  [47  &  48  Vict. 
0.  clvii] ;  Local  Government  Provisional  Or- 
ders (No.  2)  [47  &  48  Viet,  c  clviii]. 


THE  WELLINGTON  STATUE. 
QIJEBTION. 

Lord  DENMAN  desired  to  ask  the 
Government  a  Question,  of  'which  he 
had  given  Notice  some  weeks  ago,  but 
which,  being  out  of  town,  he  was  un- 
able to  put  at  the  time — namely,  Whe- 
ther permission  might  be  given  for  a 
photographer,  at  private  expense,  to  ob- 
tain a  photograph  of  the  head  of  the 
statue  of  the  late  Duke  of  Wellington, 
removed  from  Hyde  Park  Comer  ?  He 
did  so,  if  possible,  to  prove  that  the  head 
of  the  colossal  statue  was  a  strong,  but 
coarse,  likeness  of  the  late  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington— and  more  fitted  to  remain  in 
London,  according  to  the  wish  of  a  majo- 
rity of  the  House  of  Lords,  which,  if 
the  Government  had  not  been  too  late, 
might  have  prevented  the  removal  of 
the  head  at  all,  and  have  proved  that 
the  statue  was  suitable  for  its  former 
elevated  place,  while  a  refined  statue 
on  a  smaller  scale  might  be  more  appro- 
priate for  Aldershot. 

LoBD  8UDELEY :  In  reply  to  the 
noble  Lord,  I  have  to  state  that  if  he 
had  asked  this  Question  three  or  four 
weeks  ago,  when  he  first  placed  it  on 
the  Paper,  theFiret  Commissioner  would 
have  been  most  happy  to  have  consi- 
dered the  matter  to  see  if  it  could  have 
been  carried  out.  It  is  now,  however, 
too  late  in  the  day,  and  a  photograph  of 
the  head  could  not  be  made  without  de- 
laying the  removal  of  the  statue  to  Al- 
dershot, and,  therefore,  the  First  Com- 
missioner regrets  that  he  cannot  consent 
to  it. 

PUBLIC  BUSINESS— BURGH  POLICE 

AND  HEALTH  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

QUESTION.      OBSERVATIONS. 

LoKD  BALFOUR  said,  he  wished  to 
ask  Whetberthe  Government  could  name 
a  day  after  which  they  would  not  ask 
this  House  to  give  a  Second  E  ending  to 
tho  Burgh  Police  aud  Health  (Scotland) 
Bill  ?  He  knew  it  would  not  bo  in  Order 
to  discuss  the  Bill  on  this  occasion ;  but 
in  order  to  make  his  Question  intelli- 
gible, he  would  like  to  say  that  the  Bill 
had  been  printed  on  the  3rd  of  April ; 
that  it  was  a  Bill  of  558  clauses,  with 
40  pages  of  Schedules,  there  being  alto- 
gether 234  pages.  It  had  been  referred 
to  a  Select  Committee,  who,  considering 
it  in  private,  had  taken  67   Divisions 
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upon  it,  had  expunged  nearly  50  clauses, 
added  a  considerable  number,  and 
amended  209.  They  were  coming  to  a 
period  of  the  Session  when  there  was 
nut  likoly  to  be  much  time  for  the  dis- 
cussion and  consideration  of  measures ; 
and  he  wished  to  ask  how  it  was  pos- 
Biblo  to  give  adequate  eonsideration  to 
a  complicated  Bill  uf  this  kind  unless  a 
reasonable  time  was  allowed  ?  He  cer- 
tainly thought  the  Bill  had  been  consi- 
dered for  so  long  a  period  in  the  other 
House  that  tboy  should  not  lightly  re- 
fuse to  proceed  with  it ;  but  the  pro- 
cedure in  regard  to  it  sliowed  that  it  was 
by  no  means  a  Bill  about  which  there 
was  no  contention.  Ho  therefore  hoped 
that  at  least  a  week  or  10  days  would 
be  allowed  to  elapse  between  the  second 
reading  and  the  Committee  stage  in  thii^ 
House  if  the  Bill  was  to  be  persevered 
with. 

The  Earl  of  DAXHOUSIE  said,  it 
was  quite  true  that  this  was  a  compli- 
cated Bill,  and  that  it  had  been  loog 
delayed  in  the  other  House;  but  it  would 
be  premature  to  say  what  steps  the  Go- 
vernment might  take  with  rejjard  to  it, 
because,  although  it  was  generoUy  un- 
derstood that  the  Prorogation  was  not 
far  off,  still  the  day  was  not  yet  6xed, 
■  and  he  thought  it  was  altogether  too 
Bonn  to  decide  what  course  might  be 
taken  by  the  Government  with  regard  to 
I  this  measure. 

EOYPT-THE  CONFERENCE. 

QUESTION. 

The  Marquess  ov  SALISBURY : 
I  wish  to  ask  Whether  the  noble  Earl  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
has  any  information  to  communicate  to 
the  House  with  regard  to  the  Confer- 
ence ?  I  understood  that  something 
passed  in  the  other  House  as  to  the  day 
on  whieh  o  statement  would  be  made. 

Eahl  GRANVILLE :  I  do  not  under- 
stand that  any  pledge  was  given  upon 
Ethe  matter ;  but  I  am  quite  ready  to 
give  the  noble  Marquess  what  informa- 
tion I  possess.  Tlie  Conference  met 
again  to-day.  An  important  point  arose, 
which  required  reference  to  the  Powers. 
"We  meet  again  to-morrow,  in  the  hope 
of  the  Plenipotentiaries  having  received 
their  instructions.  This,  however,  is  not 
certain  ;  but  I  can  assure  the  noble  Mar- 
quess thot  we  are  making  every  effort 
ia  the  Conference  to  lose  no  time. 


ARMY— ORDNANCE  DErARTlIENT— 

NEW  SMALL-BORE  RIFLE. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The  Eakl  of  WEMYSS.  in  calling 
attention  to  the  proposed  manufacture 
of  a  new  small-bore  rifle  for  the  Army, 
and  to  the  consequent  evils  of  a  break 
of  gauge,  said,  he  would  ask  their  Lord- 
ships to  consider  what  was  the  fresh 
arm,  whether  it  was  a  good  and  etficient 
soldier's  weapon,  what  were  its  sup- 
posed advantages,  and  whether  these 
outweighed  what  might  be  said  in  favour 
of  the  existing  arm.  By  the  evidence 
that  they  had  they  had  proved  distinctly 
that  the  Martini-Henry  had  showed  it- 
self to  be  in  all  respects  a  trustworthy 
and  most  serviceable  weapon.  It  had 
been  tried  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  and 
the  opinions  of  soldiers  proved  that  it 
had  shown  itself  a  most  valuable  and 
eifective  arm.  Mr.  Martin  Smith,  one 
of  the  best  shots  in  the  world,  and  for 
many  years  a  member  of  the  English 
Eight,  had  said  of  it  that  it  possessed  a 
very  long  range,  good  trajei^tory,  ond 
moderate  recoil.  In  the  Rusao-Turkish 
War  it  had  intlieted  losses  at  so  great  a 
distance  as  two  miles,  and  ot  "2,000  yards 
it  would  penetrate  9  inches  of  sand.  Up 
to  the  prtseut  time  it  was  far  in  advance 
of  the  men  who  had  to  use  it ;  and  what 
possible  advantage  oould  there  be  in 
giving  the  soldiers  a  slightly  imjiroved 
arm  at  an  enormous  cost  V  It  was  said 
that  the  trajectory  of  the  new  small-bore 
rifle  proposed  to  be  manufactured  would 
be  lower  than  that  of  the  Martini-Henry. 
He  ventured  to  think  that  this  question 
of  trajectory  might  be  met  in  the  present 
arm.  The  real  question  was  whether 
they  wore  for  the  sake  of  a  slight  in- 
crease in  range  and  accuracy  to  cast  the 
whole  thing  adrift  again  and  establish 
a  break  of  gauge.  Tliat,  in  his  opinion, 
would  be  an  evil  so  great  as  to  outweigh 
an  increase  in  these  directions.  The  day 
might  come  when  the  Reserve  Forces 
and  the  Regulars  would  be  called  upon 
to  act  together,  and  the  danger  of  a  dif- 
ference in  ammunition  would  be  seriously 
felt.  As  to  the  Reserve  Forces,  it  waa 
said  that  they  must  give  the  Army  the 
best  arm,  and  the  inferior  arm  would 
do  for  the  inferior  troops.  He  ventured 
to  thiuk  that  the  argument  was  the 
other  way.  In  what  he  had  said  about 
this  old  ijucetion  ho  was  not  giving  what 
was  merely  hi^5  owu  opinion,  but   uUq 
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tliat  of  experienced  ofBcersi,  such  as  Sir 
Henry  'Wilmot.  This  new  ai-ra  was  to 
bo  about  half-a-pound  heavier  than  the 
existing  arm.  Nosv,  unyone  who  had 
carried  a  rifle,  either  for  military  piir- 
poses  or  for  deer  stalking,  would  know 
whnt  a  ditferenco  a  few  ounces  would 
make.  Ilnving  himself  been  for  many 
years  Chairman  of  the  National  HiBe 
Association,  and  having  done  all  in  his 
power  to  encourage  rifle  shooting,  be 
was  anxious  that  the  Army  and  tlie  na- 
tion should  have  the  best  possible  wea- 
pon ;  and  he  would  not  advocate,  be 
would  not  say  a  retrograde  step,  but  a 
resistance  to  further  advance,  if  he  did 
not  in  his  conscience  believe  that  the 
present  arm  was  all  that  was  necessary 
for  the  efficiency  of  tlio  Army. 

The  Eahl  of  MOKLEY  remarked, 
that  the  noble  Earl  had  made  a  very 
strong  appeal  to  the  House,  or  ratiier  to 
the  Government,  not  to  adopt  a  change 
in  the  present  arm.  He  might  say  that 
a  oonclusioa  had  not  as  yet  been  arrived 
at.  A  very  strong  Committee,  consisting 
of  ofiicers  and  civilians,  had  been  sitting 
for  the  last  three  years,  and  had  finally 
come  to  the  conclnsion  to  recommend  ti) 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  the  wea- 
pon to  which  the  noble  Earl  had  called 
attention.  The  noble  Earl  had  alluded 
to  the  extreme  accuracy  attained  by  the 
present  Martini-Henry.  He  had  no  de- 
sire or  reason  to  controvert  the  state- 
ment. For  certain  purposes,  as  com- 
pared with  other  Eui-opean  rifles,  the 
Martini-Henri  did  not  stand  badly,  espe- 
cially at  long  ranges.  But  since  1871 
great  improvements  had  been  made  in 
the  manufacture  of  rifles ;  and  yet  the 
whole  argument  of  the  noble  Earl  had 
been  that  they  were  never  to  make  any 
improvement,  because,  if  they  did,  they 
■would  beobliged  to  have  a  certain  portion 
of  their  whole  Forces  for  a  time  armed 
with  one  rifle,  while  the  rest  had  another. 
He  quite  agreed  with  the  noble  Earl 
that,  as  far  as  possible,  the  whole  Force 
of  the  country  should  be  armed  with  the 
best  possible  weapon  :  but  the  Regular 
troops  Lad  got  thi-  Mni-tini-Henry  be- 
cause, unfortunately,  they  were  con- 
stantly obliged  to  use  their  weapons  in 
actual  warfare,  and,  therefore,  it  was 
the  obvious  duty  of  the  Government  to 
arm  them  first.  As  he  had  said,  the 
matter  was  still  tubjudict;  but  he  would 
like  to  mention  a  few  points  in  connec- 
tion with  this  new  weapon.     The  bore 
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was  to  bo  slightly  reduced,  and  a  corre- 
sponding reduction  made  in  the  weigh! 
of  the  bullet.     The  result  of  this  woulf 
be  that  in  a  range  of  500  yards  the  tra^^ 
jertory  of  the  new  weapon  would,  at  it« 
highest    point,  be    2  feet    lower    than 
that  of  the  present  Martini-Henry,  with 
a    corresponding    difference   at   lougei 
ranges.    With  respect  to  lowness  of  tra- 
jectory, it  was  not  merely  of  importauc»1 
nt  long  ronges,  but  was  of  even  greater 
importance  at  short  ranges.     The  great, 
reduction  in  the  height  of  trajectory  was 
of  enormous  importance,  not  only  in  the 
case  of  good  shots,  but  also  with  regardi 
to  the  less  skilful  ones.     Another  point 
to  which  the  noble  Earl   had  referred! 
was  the  increase  of  weight  in  the  nev 
weapon.    It  was  true  that  owing  tosom« 
additions — that  of  a  guard,   to  prevenfrl 
the  hand  from  being  burnt  by  the  heat.f 
and  of  an  increase  of  metal  in  the  barrel 
— the  new  rifle  was  heavier  than    the 
present  one,   but  the  ammunition   was, 
lighter;  so  that  taking  the  new  rifle  with' 
60   rounds   of    its   ammunition,  a  man 
would  ouly  have  a  few  ounces  more  to 
carry  than  with  the  present  rifle  and  60 1 
of  its  rounds.    The  real  argument  of  thol 
noble  Earl,  however,  had  been  that  it] 
was  inadvisable  to  effect  another  break  J 
of  gauge.     It  was  absolutely  necessary,  ] 
to  some  extent,  to  go  gradually  to  work.  [ 
There  would,  no  doubt,  be  a  considerable  I 
number  of  rifles  required  in  a  very  short  I 
period  ;   and  it  was  hoped,   if  the  new  [ 
rifle  was  adopted,  that  all  the  Infantry 
of  the  Line  would  bo  at  once  armed  with 
it.     Therefore,  the  only  break  of  gauga 
would  be  between  the  Regular  and  the 
Auxiliary  Forces.     Ho  agi-eed  that   no 
chRnge  should  be  made  unless  it  wero  I 
necessary;    but    the    inconvenience    ofj 
which  the  noble  Lord  complained  was  a| 
temporary  one.     If,  however,  his  advice  [ 
wero   followed,    it  would  render   other ' 
inconveniences  permnment.     His  noble 
Friend  had  suggested  that  it  would  be 
pofsible  to  obtain  ull  the  results   that 
were  sought  to  be  obtained  by  the  new 
rifle  by  using  the  rifle  they  now  possessed 
with  a  smaller  bullet.    That  matter  w«3 
discussed  in  1871  by  n  Committee  over 
which  his   noble  Friend  on   the   Cross 
Benches  presided,    and   the  Commiitoo 
rejected  the  proposal  made  by  his  noble 
Friend,   which  would  involve  the  Tory 
great  inronvenienrr-  of  having  two  kinds 
of  ammunition  for  the  Army.     It  was 
necessary  to  keep  pace  with  other  coua- 
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tries  in  having  the  best  possible -weapons 
for  modern  warfare  ;  and  tlie  questions 
for  consideration  were  whether  the  im- 
provements in  the  new  weapon  were 
sulfieiently  important  to  justify  the  tem- 
porary inconvenience  which  might,  to  a 
slight  extent,  arise  from  the  break  of 
gauge  which  the  noble  Lord  deprecated. 

Lonn  CHELMSFORD  said,  he  was 
glad  to  hear  fnnn  the  noble  Earl  the 
tender  Secretary  of  8tate  for  War  that 
the  question  was  still  tuhjadke,  becauBc, 
although  the  proposed  new  lifle  might 
be  a  supurior  weapon  in  firing  power  to 
theMartini-IIenrv,  a  weapon  could  easily 
be  pri>dHced  which  would  be  of  the  same 
gauge  as  the  Martini-IIonry  whilst  pos- 
sessing all  the  improvements  contained 
in  the  new  one;  and  thus  the  dis- 
advantages of  having  two  rides  re- 
quiring sepurate  ammunition  would  be 
prevented  Hia  experience  in  South 
Africa  showed  that  it  was  necessary  to 
l;ave  a  half-cock  weapon;  otherwise  the 
men  had  either  to  go  with  their  rifles 
unloaded,  and  were  therefore  unprepared 
for  sudden  emergencies,  or  when  their 
rifles  were  loaded  there  was  always  the 
danger  of  Eome  nervous  man  letting  his 
weapon  go  ofl'  and  shooting  his  comrades. 
Upon  sentry  and  outpost  duty  it  was 
desirable  that  the  men  should  always 
have  their  weapons  loaded. 

The  Earl  op  WEMY8S,  in  reply, 
said,  that  this  new  rifle  was  to  be  intro- 
duced us  a  "  temporary  arrangement." 
The  Martini-Henry  rifle  was  brought  in 
as  a  "  temporary  arrangement  "  15  years 
ago,  and  was  still  in  use.  He  hoped 
that  the  result  of  that  discussion  would 
be  that  the  Government  would  turn  their 
nttentiou  to  improving  the  Slartiui- 
Henry  rifle  in  every  way,  and  avoid,  if 
possible,  the  very  serious  evil  of  a  break 
of  gauge. 

ARMY   (OFFICERS)— VOLUNTARY    RE- 
TIREMENTS—THE  NEW  WARRANT. 

MOTION   roil  AN   ADDRESS. 

The  Eabl  of  POWIS  rose  to  call 
otteutiou  to  the  new  Warrant  suspend- 
ing voluntary  retirements  for  captains 
nnd  majors  of  the  line  ;  and  to  move  for 
number  of  first  appointments  to  cavalry 
and  infantry  of  the  line  respectively  (ex- 
eluding  household  cavalry,  foot  guard.s, 
and  colonial  corps)  in  1880,  1881,  1882, 
1883;  number  of  lieutenants  promoted 
Lcuptains  in  cavalry  and  infantry  of  the 


line,  respectively,  in  each  of  those  years  ; 
with  number  of  cavalry  regiments  and 
lino  battalions  on  establishment.  The 
noble  Enrl  said,  that  at  the  time  ■when 
the  system  of  purchase  in  the  Army  was 
abolished,  nnd  when  objection  was  made 
to  the  introduction  of  compulsory  retire- 
ment in  the  lower  ranks  of  the  Service, 
the  War  Oflico  laid  great  stress  on  the 
existence  of  voluntary  retirement,  and 
stated  over  and  over  again  that  volun- 
tary retirement  would  make  compidsory 
retirement  n  mere  fiction.  Those  declara- 
tions answered  their  purpose  at  the  time; 
but  now  within  two  years  they  were 
being  considerably  modified.  Ho  thought 
it  wouhl  have  been  much  more  simple  if 
so  important  a  change  as  this,  and  one 
which  affected  so  severely  the  individuals 
concerned,  had  been  mentioned  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  when  moving 
the  Army  Estimates.  The  plan  must 
have  been  all  digested  then,  nnd  an  ex- 
planation of  the  cause  which  had  led  to 
its  adoption  would  have  obviated  any 
apprehensions  as  to  its  probable  effect. 
In  188;!,  excluding  Guards,  Household 
Cavalry,  and  Colonial  Corps,  in  28  regi- 
ments there  had  only  been  21  promotions 
from  lieutenant  to  captain.  In  141 
battalions  of  Infantry,  having  15  sub- 
alterns each,  there  had  only  been  159 
promotions.  Surely,  neither  of  these 
rates  could  be  called  extravagant.  If 
there  were  n  special  run  of  vacancies  in 
any  particular  regiment,  there  were 
plenty  of  old  subalterns  who  might  be 
promoted  from  other  regiments.  Hart's 
Army  Liit  showed  that  there  were 
enough  subalterns  of  nine  years'  stand- 
ing to  supply  nearly  a  year's  vacancies ; 
and  if  eiglit  years  were  taken  there 
would  be  an  infinite  number.  There  was 
not  even  the  miserable  excuse  of  a 
money  saving,  because  a  series  of  offi- 
cers retiring  in  succession  upon  gratuities 
wouhl  receive  less  money  than  a  series 
retiring  upon  £200  a-year  for  the  same 
period,  the  average  duration  of  such  an 
annuity  at  40  years  of  age  being  13  or  14 
years  by  the  War  Office  Tables.  The 
treatment  of  the  majors  was  still  more 
unjust.  An  officer,  if  a  captain,  was 
turned  out  of  the  Army  by  the  War 
OlRce  for  its  own  convenience  at  40 ; 
but  if  he  had  the  luck  to  be  a  major,  he 
was  to  be  kept  compulsorily  till  he  was 
48,  when  his  health  might  be  failing. 
While  every  military  doctrinaire  do- 
Douucod  long  service  for  the  soldier  as 
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an  atrocity,  tho  officer  was  to  bo  chained 
to  the  oar  like  a  Venetian  galloy-slave. 
The  reservation  in  the  Warrant  of  a 
power  of  suspension  was  intendod  only 
for  emergencies  —  such  as  an  Indian 
Mutiny,  or  threat  of  invasion. 

Moved  for — 

Keturn  of  number  of  first  appointmonta  to 
cavalry  and  infantry  of  lino  respectively  (ex- 
cluding household  cavalry,  foot  guards,  and 
colonial  corps)  iu  1880,  1881,  18S3,  1883;  num- 
"ber  of  lieutonanti  promoted  captains  in  cavalry 
and  infantry  of  tho  line,  respectively,  in  each  of 
tlioso  years ;  and  number  of  cavalry  regiments 
And  lino  battalions  on  establishment. — (T/ie 
Earl  of  Powit.) 

The  Earl  or  MORLEY,  who  was  very 
indistinctly  heard,  said,  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  had  answered  a 
similar  Question  fully  a  few  days  ago, 
and  had  sent  a  copy  of  his  answer  to  nil 
the  newspapers.  The  Government  would 
have  no  objection  to  granting  the  Ro- 
turn  which  the  noble  Earl  asked  for. 
The  Wan-ant,  however,  to  which  the 
noble  Earl  referred  was  not  a  Warrant 
fit  all ;  it  was  merely  an  explanatory 
Regulation  under  the  Warrant  long  ago 
issued.  The  noble  Earl  accused  the 
War  Office  of  gratuitously  and  without 
sufficient  reason  making  changes,  and 
he  seemed  to  blame  the  War  Office  for 
the  present  system  of  promotion  in  tho 
Army.  The  present  system  of  Army 
promotion  was  based  on  the  Report 
of  a  Royal  Commission  presided  over 
by  Lord  Penzance.  In  the  Report  of 
the  Commissioners  the  following  pas- 
\  sage  occurred  in  reference  to  the  volun- 
tary retirements  with  pension  or  gratuity 
which  they  rocommendod  : — 

"  Tho  above  system,  then,  ia  intended  as  n 
flexible  one,  under  which  the  actual  rate  of  pro- 
motion can  be  controlled.  It  ii  an  inevitable 
result  of  tho  regimental  system  and  of  pro- 
motions  taking  place  within  the  regiment  that 
the  officers  of  any  one  regiment  may  from  time 
to  time  go  forward  quicker  than  those  of  an- 
.  other  by  reason  of  more  frequent  deaths  or 
f  <>th«T  causes  of  vacancy.  This  inequality  may 
to  some  extent  bo  rectified  in  tho  granting  or 
withholding  voluntary  retirements  in  CHch  in- 
dividual case  according  to  tho  slate  of  promo- 
tion in  tho  particular  regiment.  Uy  tho  exer- 
cise of  a  like  discretion  tho  general  rate  of  pro 
motion  may  be  held  in  check  on  the  one  hand 
or  stimulated  on  the  other  throughout  tho 
Army.  And,  further,  we  may  remark  that  a 
■ystem  of  this  kind,  capable  of  expansion  or 
contraction,  in  the  hands  of  those  who  are  to 
administer  it  will  rwidily  adapt  itself  to  the 
changes  by  way  of  augmentation  of  the  higher 
I  xanka  or  otherwise  which  the  future  develop- 
Vaent  of  military  organization  may  render  no- 
ceesary." 

The  Earl  of  Pou/it 


This  recommendation  was  given  effect  ] 
to  by  Article  94  of  the  Royal  Warrant, 
which  was  as  follows : — 

"  Voluntary  retirement,  with  retired  pay  or 
gratuity,  shall  only  be  permitted  when  it  shall  ' 
bo  deemed  expedient  by  our  Secretary  of  State. 
Before  such  voluntary  retirement  bo  per- 
mitted, it  shall  bo  specially  recommended  by 
our  Commander-in-Chief  and  approved  by  our 
Secretary  of  State." 

The  Secretary  of  State  pointed  out,  in 
tho  answer  to  which  he  referred,  that 
he  should  deal  witli  every  individual 
case,  and  not  allow  the  retirement  of  a 
major  unless  the  vacancy  was  to  be 
fillod  by  tho  promotion  of  a  captain, 
who  must  have  seen  at  least  18  years' 
service,  and  not  to  allow  the  retirement 
of  a  captain  unless  the  lieutenant  to  be 
appointed  had  seen  nine  j-ear."!'  service. 
ThiTefore,  taking  into  consideration  tho 
recommendation  of  the  Royal  Commis- 
sion, and  tho  fact  that  the  Warrant  dis- 
tinctly laid  down  that  voluntary  retire- 
ment should  be  regulated  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  he  thought  that  the  Regu- 
lations made  were  fair  and  reasonable, 
and  that  officers  had  no  just  grounds  of 
complaint.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  he  be- 
lieved these  Regulationswouldaffect  them, 
very  little. 

The  E.vnL  of  LONGFORD  said,  the 
noble  Earl's  explanation  was  very  satis- 
factory, except  to  those  affected  by  it. 
Tie  had  before  now  called  attention  to  I 
the  inconvenience  caused  to  officers  by 
tho  uncertainty  that  prevailed  as  to  the 
War  Office  Warrants  and  Regulations. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

CAXAL  BOATS  ACT  (1877)  AMENDMENT  j 
BILL.— (Xo.  198.) 
(T/(*  Lord  Carrtnglan) 
8EC0KD     REAUIMO. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Sooond  Head- 
ing read. 

Lord  CARRINGTON,  in  moving  thel 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said,  it  waa 
merely  for  tho  purpose  of  amending , 
certain  slight  defects  in  the  Act  of  H*77,  f 
and  inoorjiorating  into  it  certain  defini-  { 
tions. 

Jl/oved,"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*."  | 
— {'J7ie  Lord  Carrington.) 

The  Earl  of  WEMYSS  thought  the  | 
Bill  unnecessary,    and  said    he   would 
explain  his  reasons  on  the  Motion  to  go 
into  Committee. 
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Motion  agrud  to ;  Bill  read  2*  aocord- 
ingly,  aud  enmmilted  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  Thursday  next. 

LANDED  ESTATES  (IRELAND). 
MOTION   FOE   UETURNS. 

The  Marquess  of  WATI':RF0ED,  in 
moving  for  Getums  with  regui-d  to  the 
number  of  Irish  estates  in  the  hands  of 
Koccivers,  said,  that  Mr.  Trevolyan,  in 
introducing  the  Land  Purclinse  Bill, 
which  had  unfortunately  been  dropped, 
made  a  statement  pointing  out  that  they 
were  in  Ireland  rapidly  approaching  to 
that  condition  of  alfairs  which  resulted 
in  tho  Encumbered  Estates  Court  Act 
being  passed  in  18-19.  At  that  time 
there  was  a  rental  in  the  hands  of  Re- 
ceivers of  £75(1,000  a-year,  and  there 
were  1,000  (.'hiinci'i'y  suits,  in  which  the 
rights  of  the  parties  had  been  ascer- 
tained, but  where  it  was  impossible  to 
realize  the  property.  At  the  present 
time,  owing  to  vorious  circumstances, 
Eeceivers  were  collecting  a  rental  of 
£4-10,000  a-year,  and  there  were  750 
properties  ripening  for  sale,  and  which 
at  present  had  no  chance  of  being  sold. 
This  was  Mr.  Trevelyan's  statement. 
He  was  not  prepared  to  say  how  this 
state  of  affairs  might  be  obviated.  It 
was  desirable  the  expenses  should  be 
cut  down  as  low  as  possible.  The  rea- 
son why  he  was  moving  for  these  Re- 
turns was  that  the  expenses  wero  much 
larger  than  necessary,  and  that  the 
work  might  be  done  at  a  much  less  cost. 
A  great  deal  of  the  present  expense  was 
needless  extravagance.  No  doubt,  it 
was  necessary,  after  the  money  was  paid 
into  Court,  that  parties  should  appear 
before  tho  Judge  to  claim  tho  propor- 
tions due  to  them  ;  but  the  costs  in  the 
previous  part  of  the  transaction  might 
be  materially  cut  down,  and  thus  re- 
lieve those  encumbered  estates  which  of 
all  in  Ireland  were  least  able  to  bear 
this  excessive  expense.  If  the  Returns 
were  granted,  they  should  see  clearly 
what  the  expenses  iinder  the  present 
system  were  ;  and  he  b'usted  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  would,  if  he  wero 
right  in  his  contention,  take  measures, 
by  the  appointment  of  a  Royal  Com- 
mission, to  inquire  into  the  present  sys- 
tem, and  aeo  whether  a  great  deal  of 
this  official  work  which  at  present  came 
before  a  Judge,  thus  entailing  all  the 
necessary  expense  of  judicial  procedure, 
could  not  be  transferred  to  an  officer  of 


the  Court  acting  under  the  Judge,  who 
could  carry  out  the  work  in  an  equally 
efficacious  but  far  simpler  and  less  ex- 
pensive manner  ;  while  the  Judge's  un- 
divided attention  could  then  be  given  to 
purely  judicial  work.  The  noble  Lord 
concluded  by  muring  for  tho  Returns. 

Moved,  That  there  be  laid  before  tho 
House — 

"  L  Kotiim  showing  tlio  number  of  estates 
under  tho  munngoment  of  receivers  in  tho  High 
Court  of  Justice  in  Ireland— (ii.)  At  tho  dose 
of  tho  year  1877  (sovcn)  ;  (A.)  At  tha  close  of 
tlie  yeiir  1883  (throa)  ;  (c)  The  total  gross 
annual  rental  of  such  estates. 

"II.  Keturn  of — (a.)  Total  amount  of  tha 
costii  of  passing  receivers  ncoounta  taxed  in  tho 
year  1H83  ;  (i.)  Total  amount  of  receivers  mia- 
I'ellnneous  costs  taxed  in  the  year  1883 ;  (r.) 
Total  amount  of  costs  of  tho  petitioner  or  other 
tho  person  having  carriage  of  tho  procce<lings  in 
receivinj?  mutters  taxed  in  the  year  1883."— 
{T/itr  MarqitcMnif  H'ater/ord.) 

Lord  CARLINGFORD  (Lord  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council)  said,  the  Returns 
would  not  be  opposed,  and  he  should 
reserve  what  he  had  to  say  until  the 
figures  were  before  the  House. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  said, 
he  should  not  bo  surprised  to  hear  that 
the  noble  Marquess  had  been  on  some 
points  misinformed  about  the  details  of 
the  expenses  supposed  to  be  necessary 
to  be  incu  red  in  these  proceedings.  It 
appeared  to  him  that  much  of  the  work 
refen-ed  to  which  was  supposed  to  in- 
volve the  expense  of  application  to  the 
Court  ought  to  be  done  in  Chambers. 
He  did  not  think  a  Royal  Commission 
would  be  a  proper  way  of  proceeding, 
and  he  was  nfruid  the  Returns  would 
throw  no  light  on  the  matter,  as  it  did 
not  go  into  details. 

The  Eakl  of  LONGFORD  said,  he 
was  afraid  the  nuble  Marquess  was  not 
misinformed  at  nil,  as  he  had  frequently 
heard  the  matter  represented  in  the  same 
terms  in  Ireland.  He  hoped  the  ma- 
chinery was  capable  of  considerable  ex- 
pansion, as  in  the  present  state  of  the 
country  there  would  bo  a  great  deal 
more  of  this  work  for  the  Courts  to  do. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Returns  ordtred  to  be  laid  before  the 
House. 

LAW    AND    POLICE     (METEOPOLIS) — 
THE  REFORM  DEilONSl  RATION. 

QUBSTION.       OBSERVATIONS. 

Lord  STRATHEDEN  and  CAMP- 
BELL :  My  Lords,  I  have  a  Notice  on 
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the  Paper  to  ask  Hor  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, On  what  ground  thediOerent  routes 
to  Parliament  were  blocked  up  or  pro- 
hibited on  July  21  at?  To  guard  myself 
against  misapprehension,  let  me  say 
that,  as  a  supporter  of  the  Franchise 
Bill  on  its  second  reading,  I  give  no  opi- 
nion against  tho  demonstration  which 
occurred.  I  even  join  in  the  eulogies 
which  have  been  rather  prodigally  la- 
vished on  its  good  organization,  and  its 
law-respecting  character.  Glad  should 
I  be  if  oven  now  it  led  to  a  transaction 
between  rival  Parties  iu  the  State  I)}- 
which  excitement  in  the  autumn  would 
be  obviated.  The  Question  bears  ex- 
clusively on  the  conduct  of  the  Govern- 
ment. To  show  that  it  is  a  proper  and 
a  necessary  Question,  I  must  refer ^ 
however  trivial  in  itself — to  my  ex- 
perience on  Monday.  At  4  o'clock,  I 
left  the  neighbourhood  of  Berkeley 
Square  to  be  here  at  the  time  of  Public 
Business.  The  police  turned  me  from 
Berkeley  Street,  and  again  fi-om  Grafton 
Street — which  were  not  the  route  of  the 
procession  —  while  they  declared  St. 
James's  Street  to  bo  impassable,  and 
recommended  liegent  Street,  which 
really  was  so.  By  choosing  my  own 
path  T  was  able  to  reach  Bridge  Street, 
aud  there  had  to  remain  an  hour,  as 
there  was  no  access  to  Palace  Yard  ex- 
cept by  crossing  the  procession.  To 
bring  the  procession  at  all  into  that 
quarter  was  most  superfluous,  as  it  in- 
volved a  detour,  and  was  not  their 
nearest  way  to  Piccadilly.  It  was  a 
quarter  past  6  before  I  could  join  your 
Lordships.  On  my  part,  there  is  no 
personal  complaint,  no  personal  an- 
noyance. It  happened  to  be  immaterial 
whether  T  reached  the  House  at  one  time 
or  another.  It  is  an  advantage  in  some 
respects  to  be  forced  to  contemplate  at 
leisure  a  remarkable  display  of  banners 
and  of  bands  which  may  affect  the  his- 
tory of  the  country.  But  what  oiight  to 
strike  your  Lordships,  and  probably  will 
do  so,  is  that  it'  on  nn  occasion  of  this 
kind  streets  are  barred  at  the  discre- 
tion of  a  Gfivernmont,  they  may  e.xclude 
from  the  two  Houses  the  individuals 
they  desire  to  exclude,  they  may  rush 
through  the  measures  they  are  anxious 
to  precipitate,  or  negative  the  Motions 
tlioy  do  not  wish  to  lie  adopted.  Now, 
if  a  matter  of  this  kind  is  unnoticed,  it 
is  nearly  sure  to  be  repeated.  If  atten- 
tion is  directed  to  it,  it  is  not  likely  to 
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become  a  precedent.  It  is,  therefore,  a 
public  duty  to  address  the  Question  to 
Her  Majesty's  Government. 

Tire  Earl  of  D.\LH0USIE  :  AU  I 
can  state,  on  behalf  of  the  Government, 
is  that  they  did  not  arrange  tho  route  of 
the  procession.  They  issued  directions 
to  thi)  police  so  to  regulate  the  tinffic  as 
to  prevent  disorder  and  to  insure  that  as 
little  coiifusiou  and  obstruction  as  pos- 
sible should  arise  from  tho  procession. 
It  is,  I  suppose,  impossible  for  a  pro- 
cession of  this  magnitude  to  take  place 
in  the  City  of  Loudon  without  some  in- 
convenience ;  but  I  do  not  see  how  the 
Government  could  have  given  other 
orders  than  they  did  on  this  occasion. 
If  the  police  had  failed  in  their  duty,  or 
made  their  arrangements  without  any 
foresight,  then,  no  doubt,  the  police 
would  be  to  blame,  and  the  noble  Lord 
would  be  justified  in  complaining  of  the 
Government ;  but  I  am  not  prepared  to 
admit  any  failure  on  the  part  of  tho 
police.  Therefore,  I  have  to  say  that 
the  Government  do  not  consider  they 
have  any  reason  to  apologize  for  what 
has  happened. 

The  Earl  of  EEDESDALE  (Chair- 
man of  Committees)  :  I  should  like  to 
ask  whether  the  route  the  procession  in- 
tended taking  was  made  known  to  tho 
Government  before  it  actually  took 
place  ? 

The  Earl  op  DALHOUSIE  :  I  can- 
not  answer  the  Question  positively  ;  but 
I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  route 
was  communicated  beforehand  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  who  gave  bis  direc- 
tions accordingly.  Tho  police,  I  believo, 
consulted  with  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman,  and  he  made  such  modifica- 
tions in  regard  to  the  arrangements  as 
he  thought  desirable. 

The  Earl  of  REUESDALE  (Chaib- 
man  of  Committees)  :  The  point  I  meant 
was,  why  the  procession  was  allowed  to 
come  by  Parliament  Street  ?  It  met  on 
the  Embankment,  and  its  destination 
was  Hyde  Park.  What  earthly  reason 
could  the  processionists  have  for  going 
all  round  the  end  of  Parliament  Street, 
and  up  that  street  to  Charing  Cross, 
thus  making  a  much  longer  route,  and 
stopping  up  a  great  number  of  streets  ? 

The  Earl  of  DALHOUSIE :  That 
is  a  Question  which  should  rather  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  leaders  of  tho  procession 
than  to  the  Government.  The  Govern- 
ment maintain  it  was  not  their  duty  in 
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any  wny  to  say  what  route  tho  procession 
should  toke. 

The  Eaiii.  of  EEDE8DALE  (Ohair- 
MAN  of  Committees)  :  The  Government, 
at  any  rato,  might  havo  told  the  proci'S- 
sionists  what  route  they  should  nottakc>. 

The  Makqdess  of  LOTIILVN :  It  is 
generally  understood  that  these  proces- 
sions should  not  come  within  some  dis- 
tance of  the  Houses  of  Parliament.  On 
this  occasion  the  Government  wore  in 
communication  with  tho  police,  and 
could  they  not  have  said  that  they  did 
not  wish  the  procession  to  come  hy 
Westminster?  I  am  ratlicr  sorry  the 
queati(m  has  been  raifod  ;  but  as  it  has 
been  put,  I  agree  as  to  the  character  of 
the  procession,  though  I  do  not  think  it 
is  likely  to  havo  any  effect  upon  anyone. 
I  wish,  however,  to  take  this  opportu- 
nity of  asking  tho  Under  Secretary  for 
War  whether  the  statement  which  I 
havo  seen  in  the  papers  of  Volunteer 
and  Yeomanry  Calvalry  bands  being  in 
uniform  and  taking  part  in  tho  proces- 
sion is  correct  ?  1  am  not  certain  whe- 
ther the  War  OfRce  Eegulations  forbid 
men  to  appear  in  uniform  on  such  occa- 
sions ;  but,  if  they  do,  some  remonstrance 
ought,  I  think,  to  be  addressed  to  the 
officers  to  whose  battalions  the  men  be- 
long. 

The  Earl  of  DALHODSIE  :  There 
is  an  Act  of  Parliament  in  force  that 
processions  shall  not  come  within  a  mile 
of  the  Houses  of  Parliament  if  they  in- 
tend to  present  a  Petition  ;  but  this  pro- 
cession did  not  propose  to  do  anjihing 
of  that  kind,  and,  consequently,  then- 
was  nothing  illegal  iu  what  they  did. 

Thk  Earl  of  LONGFOKD:  As  the 
matter  has  been  referred  to,  I  would 
like  to  know  what  will  be  done  in  the 
future  ?  If  the  Government  intends  to 
patronize  these  demonslrations,  and 
looking  at  what  occurred  lately,  I  would 
suggest  that,  on  similar  oocasitius  here- 
after, practicable  routes  should  be  pub- 
licly indicated  for  Mimbers  of  Parlia- 
ment, so  that  loss  uf  time  iu  gaining 
aooess  to  the  two  Houses  may  be  ob- 
viated. 

TuE  Earl  of  MOEI.EY:  I  am  glad 
to  have  the  opportunity  of  denying  that 
any  Yooraanrv,  Volunteers,  or  Militia 
bands  in  uniform  took  part  in  tho  de- 
mouHtratiou. 

The  KuiL  of  M1LLT0"\\^^  :  It  is 
clear  that  a  procession  can  not  come 
vritluu  a  mile  of  the  Houses  of  Parlia- 


ment when  a  Petition  has  to  be  pre- 
sented to  Parliament ;  but  I  wish  to 
ask  who  arranged  this  procession,  for 
an  unfortunate  impression  has  got  abroad 
that  the  leaders  tiro  to  be  found  in  the 
ranks  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  ? 

YORKSHIRE  REGISTRIES   BILL. 

(The  Lord  Wenlock.) 

(no.    192.)      COMMITTEE. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order). 

Clau.se3  I  to  36,  inclusive,  agreed  to. 

Clause  37  ^Appointment  of  officers, 
&c.). 

Tub  Earl  of  FEVEHSHAM  moved, 
as  nn  Amendment,  to  strike  out  the 
words  limiting  the  appointment  of  Be* 
gistrar  to  a  barrister  or  eolicitor  of 
seven  years'  standing, 

Amendment  moved, 

In  pniE^  19,  linos  14  and  15,  to  leave  out  the 
words  ("  of  not  Icsa  thiin  seven  years'  stand* 
ing.")— ( TA*  Enrl  of  Fertrihitm.) 

Lord  WENLOOK  said,  that  he  was 
uable  to  accept  the  iVmendment.  The 
duties  of  the  Eegistrar  would  now  be 
more  technical  and  would  cause  more 
responsibility  than  before,  and  it  waa 
necessary  that  he  should  have  legal 
knowledge.  Strong  representations  had 
been  made  to  him  by  solicitors  that  they 
would  have  more  confidence  in  the  Office 
if  tho  head  of  it  were  properly  qualified 
by  a  knowledge  of  the  law.  He  hoped 
that  his  noble  Friend  would  withdraw 
his  Amendment. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  remarked 
that  it  would  be  impossible  for  anyone 
without  some  qualiiication  of  this  kind 
to  discharge  personally  the  duties  of  his 
office. 

Ameudmout  negatietd. 

Remaining  Clauses  agreid  to,  with 
Amendments. 

The  Report  of  the  Amendments  to  be 
received  To-murroic  ;  and  Bill  to  be 
printed  as  amended.     (No.  219.) 

PABLIA.MENT  —  PALACE     UF     WEST. 
MINSTER— \VE.STJ1IN.STER  HALL. 

QUESTION.      OBSERVATIONS. 

Lord  NORTON  asked  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  Whether  the  designs  now 
eshibited  in  tho  Library  of  tho  House 
of  Commons  for  battlemented  buildings 
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blocking  up  again  the  buttresses  of 
Westminster  Hall  were  decided  on  ?  He 
vished  to  know  whetber  their  Lordships 
would  have  any  opportunity  of  express- 
ing or  even  forming  an  opinion  upon 
those  designs  before  they  were  decided 
upon?  At  present  he  believed  they  were 
exhibited  in  the  Library  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  he  did  not  know  whe- 
ther that  was  meant  to  be  sufficient  for 
their  Lordships  intuitively  to  form  an 
opinion  upon  them.  Duplicates  of  the 
designs  might  have  been  put  in  their 
Lordships'  Library,  or,  at  all  events,  the 
plans  might  have  been  put  in  a  place  to 
which  the  Members  of  both  Houses  had 
access.  The  Eeport  of  Mr.  Pearson,  the 
very  eminent  architect,  had  only  just 
been  put  into  his  hands,  and  had  not 
been  circulated — it  was  a  most  historical 
and  critical  document — and  upon  it  they 
would  have  to  form  their  judgment. 

LoBD  SUDELEY:  In  reply  to  the 
noble  Lord,  I  have  to  state  that  when 
the  designs  and  plans  for  carrying  out 
Mr.  Pearson's  proposals  for  the  recon- 
struction of  the  west  side  of  West- 
minster Hall  were  placed  three  weeks 
ago  in  the  Library  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  the  First  Commissioner 
stated  that  unless  there  was  serious 
opposition  to  them  the  Government 
would  submit  a  Vote  for  carrying  out 
the  works.  As  regards  these  plans, 
it  was  so  late  in  the  Session  that  it  was 
not  thought  desirable  to  make  duplicate 
plans ;  but  I  am  sure  the  First  Commis- 
sioner will  endeavour  to  place  them  so 
that  your  Lordships  may  be  able  to 
inspect  them  with  greater  convenience 
than  you  are  able  to  do  now  in  the 
Libary  of  the  House  of  Commons.  The 
Eeport  of  Mr.  Pearson  has  been  com- 
municated to  this  House,  and  will  be 
printed  and  distributed  forthwith.  The 
cloister  which  Mr.  Pearson  suggests  is 
a  restoration  of  that  which  undoubtedly 
existed  from  the  time  of  Richard  II.  tiU 
the  beginning  of  the  present  century. 
He  worked  out  on  evidence  which  seems 
unanswerable,  the  curious  fact  that  a 
wall  ran  between  the  upright  buttresses 
80  as  with  the  roof,  which  it  certainly 
carried,  to  compose  a  cloister.  This 
was  removed  to  make  way  for  the  Law 
Courts,  which  have  now  been  taken 
down.  The  buttresses  will  not  be 
blocked  up,  but  will  be  still  visible  to  a 
very  great  extent  above  the  cloister,  and 
will  stand  out  8  feet.      Mr.  Pearson  is 

Iiord  Nortot^ 


cDnfident  from  old  drawings  that  the 
parapet  of  the  wall  was  embattled.  So 
far  as  can  be  ascertained  these  plans 
have  met  with  general  approval,  and 
the  Government  therefore  propose  to 
ask  for  a  Vote  to  carry  out  the  restora- 
tion. 

The  Marquess  op  LOTHIAN  ex- 
pressed a  hope  that  in  future  some 
means  would  be  found  of  exhibiting 
proposed  plans  and  designs  connected 
with  public  buildings  of  interest,  in 
places  where  they  could  conveniently  be 
seen  by  the  Members  of  both  Houses  of 
Parliament.  He  did  not  complain  of 
the  plans  themselves. 

LoHD  SUDELEY  said,  he  was  sure 
the  First  Commissioner  would  endeavour 
to  carry  out  the  suggestion,  so  that  in 
future  any  plans  of  that  nature  would 
be  placed  in  some  chamber  which  would 
be  convenient  to  the  Members  of  both 
Houses  wishing  to  inspect  them. 

House  adjonmed  at  a  quarter  before 

Seven  o'clock,  till  To-morrow,  a 

quarter  past  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Monday,  2Uh  July,  1884. 


MINUTES.]— Select  Committee— ^eeonrf  Rt- 
port  —  Kitchen  and  Refreshment  Rooms 
(House  of  Commons)  [No.  304] ;  A^cultural 
Lahourcrs  (Ireland),  Sir  Hervey  Bruce  ditch. ; 
Mr.  Corr;  adiled. 

SvppLT — eontidered  in  Committee — Abmt  Esti- 
mates— Votes  15  to  26 — Navy  Estimates — 
Votes  12  to  17. 
Resolutiont  [July  26]  reported. 

Public  Bills— i^iV»(  Reading— TSev  Parishes 
Acts  and  Church  Building  Acts  Amend- 
ment •  [312]. 

Second  Reading — Chartered  Companies  •  [304]  ; 
Magistrates  (Ireland)  (Salaries)  [292],  dt- 
bate  adjourned  ;  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature 
Amendment  *  [307] ;  Expiring  Laws  Continu- 
ance [306]  ;  Metropolitan  Asylums  Bocod 
(Borrowing  Powers)  [310]. 

Select  Committee  —  Ulster  Canal  and  Tyrone 
Na\-igation  •  [244],  nominated. 

Committee— Report— -iiMiaxy  Pensions  and  Yeo- 
manry Pay  •  [302] ;  Prosecution  of  Offences  • 
[287]. 

Committee — Report — Third  Reading — Naval  En- 
Ustment*  [306];  Building  Societies  Acts 
Amendment*  [301],  aai patted. 

Report— Third  Jt«adtn^— Education  (Scotland) 
Provisional  Order*  [285],  oaA patted. 

Third  Reading — Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional 
Orders  •  [269]  ;  Metropolitan  Board  of  Work« 
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(Money)  [278] ;  Public  Worka  Loans  •  [299], 
And  pa»sed. 
H'lVArfMirB— Board  of   Works   (Ireland)    fNo. 
a)»[l66]. 

PRIVATE    BUSINESS. 


CUESTEH  niPROVEJIENT  BILL  [Ltrdt'),. 

CONSlIlERATION. 

Order  for  Consideration,  as  amended, 
read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  considered." 

Mesiiage  to  attend  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners ;  — 

The  House  wont;  —  and  being  re- 
turned ; — 

Mr.  Si'KAKER  reported  the  Royal  Anient 
to  several  Bills. 

CIIESTEK  IJIPR0\T:5rENT  BILL  [lord,]. 
Question  again  proposed,  "  That  the 
Bill  bo  now  considered." 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  that  one  o* 
the  objects  of  this  Bill  was  to  transfer 
certain  property  and  tolls  to  the  Corpora- 
tion under  the  II  th  and  other  clauses  of  it. 
Now,  as  a  rule,  the  right  of  trauferring 
property  could  only  bo  carried  out  under 
the  general  law  by  atlLxing  a  stamp,  fre- 
quently very  costly,  to  the  instrument 
by  which  the  transfer  was  effected.  Such 
stamp  fonned  part  of  the  receipts  of  the 
Inland  Revenue  Office.  It  appeared, 
however,  that  an  Act  for  the  erection  of 
an  additional  bridge  over  the  River  Dee 
at  Chester,  and  for  the  construction  of 
convenient  roads  and  approaches,  was 
authorized  in  the  6th  year  of  the  Reign 
of  Geo.  IV.  0.  124,  and  by  that  Act, 
subsequently  extended  by  an  Act 
2  JFill.  IV.  c.  41,  certain  tolls  were  au- 
thorized for  the  purpose  of  maintain- 
ing the  bridge,  and  of  defraying  the 
interest  and  repaj-ing  the  principal  of 
any  debt  that  might  be  contracted ;  and 
after  satisfaction  of  these  purposes  the 
tolls  were  to  cease  and  determine.  The 
Act  thus  created  a  public  trust,  and  did 
not  establish  nny  private  undertaking 
with  a  possibility  of  surplus  revenue  and 
profit.  By  the  present  Bill,  the  Corpo- 
ration were  empowered  to  purchase  the 
Dee  Bridges  Undertaking  for  £13,000; 
but  this  was,  in  fact,  tho  amount  of  the 
existing  debt,  and  the  real  effect  of  the 
Bill  was  simply  to  transfer  the  trust  from 
one  public  body  to  another  without  any 
conveyaace  of  a  beneficial  interest.  The 


stomp  on  such  a  transfer  was  nominal, 
and  might  be  neglected;  but  he  had  felt 
it  necessary  to  direct  attention  to  the 
matter,  because  there  had  been  other  in- 
stances in  which  the  Inland  Revenue  had 
sufl'ered  materially  from  non-compliance 
with  the  law  in  cases  of  transfer  of  pro- 
perty under  the  authority  of  an  Act  of 
Parliament.  He  was,  therefore,  anxious 
that  the  present  instance  should  not  be 
passed  over  tub  iilentio,  and  an  inconve- 
nient precedent  establishedforthefuture. 
Some  five  or  si.x  years  ago,  a  bridge  which 
belonged  to  a  certain  Company,  and 
from  which  a  revenue,  in  the  shape  of 
tolls,  was  derived,  was  transferred  by 
Act  of  Parliament  without  the  Treasury 
knowing  anything  of  tho  matter,  and 
the  consequence  was  that  tlie  obligatiouj 
imposed  by  the  Stamp  Duties  waa 
evaded.  In  order  to  prevent  that  un- 
fortunate occurrence  from  being  drawn 
into  a  precedent  he  had  considered  it 
desirable  to  trouble  tho  House  with 
these  observations. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  considered :  to  be  read  tho  third 
time. 

QUESTIONS. 


POOR  LAW  (II{ELAND)-ELy  DISPEN- 
SARY, DERRYGUNNELLY-rSE  OP 
BDILDINO  FOR  PARTY  PUEPOSICS. 

Ma.  HEALY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  anything  has  been  done  in  re- 
ference to  the  use  of  the  Ely  Dispensary, 
DeiTygonnelly,  as  an  Orange  Lodge  ? 

Mh.  TREVELYAN  :  The  Guardians, 
nt  their  meeting  on  the  8th  instant,  ap- 
pointed some  of  their  number  as  a  Com- 
mittee to  meet  the  Dispensary  Commit- 
tee, and  consider  tho  subject  and  report 
to  the  Board.  Tho  iird  of  this  month 
was  appointed  as  the  day  of  meeting ; 
but  I  am  informed  that  the  Guardians 
selected  did  not  attend  on  that  day.  The 
Board  have  again  been  requested  by 
the  Local  Government  Board  to  give 
their  attention  to  the  matter.  If  the 
Guardians  do  not  at  their  next  meeting 
afford  satisfactory  information  on  thn 
subject,  the  Local  Governraont  Board 
will  direct  their  Inspector  to  ascertain 
how  the  matter  stauds. 

INDIA  (MAnRA8)-DIRECT0R  OF 

PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 
Mr.  GIBSON  asked  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India,  When  is  the  ap- 
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pointment  of  Director  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion, Madras,  expected  to  be  vacant; 
will  the  Government,  on  the  occasion  of 
such  vacancy,  recognise  the  preferential 
claims  of  officers  of  the  Educational  De- 
partment, as  promised  by  former  Secre- 
taries of  State ;  and,  does  the  Madras 
Educational  Department  include  gra- 
duates in  first  class  honours  of  the  Uni- 
versities of  Oxford,  Cambridge,  Dublin, 
and  Edinburgh,  who  have  efficiently 
discharged  the  duties  of  their  office  ? 

Mr.  J.  K.  CE0S8 :  The  India  Office 
has  no  information  as  to  when  this  office 
will  be  vacant.  The  appointment  rests 
with  the  Governor  of  Madras,  by  whom, 
I  have  no  doubt,  when  a  vacancy  occurs, 
the  claims  of  the  members  of  the  Edu- 
cation Department  will  be  fully  con- 
sidered. The  rule  laid  down  is  that 
preference  is  to  be  given  to  members  of 
the  Department  if  they  are  competent 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office.  The 
Department  contains  various  officers  who 
have  taken  good  University  degrees,  and 
who  have  efficiently  discharged  the 
duties  of  such  offices  as  they  have  held. 

POST  OFFICE— THE  PARCEL  POST— 
THE  EASTERN  DISTRICT  OP  LONDON- 

Me.  EITCHIE  asked  the  Postmaster 
General,  Whether  it  is  a  fact  that  the 
letter  carriers  of  the  Eastern  District 
are  compelled  to  collect  and  deliver  par- 
cels, regardless  of  size,  weight,  and 
number,  and  that,  owing  to  this  duty 
having  to  be  performed  by  them,  a  se- 
rious delay  ia  frequently  caused  to  public 
correspondence  ? 

Mb.  FAWCETT  :  The  postmen  in  this 
district  are  not  required  to  collect  and 
deliver  parcels  regardless  of  size,  weight, 
and  number.  The  postmen  deliver  only 
the  smaller  parcels;  and  strict  instruc- 
tions have  been  given  that  when  par- 
cels from  their  size,  weight,  and  number 
are  likely  to  hinder  the  proper  perform- 
ance of  the  Letter  Service,  they  are  to  be 
specially  collected  and  delivered.  I  am 
assured  that  these  instructions  are  care- 
fully attended  to,  and  that  no  complaint 
of  delay  has  arisen  from  the  public. 

AUSTRALIAN  COLONIES  (NEW  SOUTH 

WALES)— IMPORTATION  OP  FRENCH 

RECIDIVISTS  FROM  NOUMEA. 

Me.  EREINGTON  asked  (the  Under 

Secretary   of   State  for  the    Colonies, 

Whether  the  attention  of  the  Secretary 

of  State  has  been  called  to  the  fact  that, 

Mr.  Gihton 


in  addition  to  the  influx  into  our  Austra- 
lian Colonies  of  casually  escaped  con- 
victs from  the  French  penal  settlements, 
against  which  the  Colonists  are  con- 
stantly protesting,  in  April  last  the 
French  Messagerios  Steamer  Bupltix 
landed  openly  at  Sydney  nine  expirees, 
the  nature  of  whose  sentence  imported 
that  they  were  only  released  from 
Noumea  conditionally  on  their  never 
returning  to  France  ;  whether  any,  and 
what,  steps  are  being  taken  to  remon- 
strate with  the  French  Government 
against  the  deliberate  importation  into 
the  Territories  of  a  friendly  Power  of  a 
class  of  criminals  whom  their  own  Coun- 
try will  not  receive,  and  among  whom 
according  to  the  Colonial  authorities — 

"Are  found  the  criminals  commonly  known 
as  recidivists,  and  undoubtedly  the  wont  of 
their  kind ;  " 

and,  whether,  to  put  a  stop  to  this  prao« 
tice,  Her  Majesty's  Government  will  ap- 
prove or  recommend  to  the  Colonial  Qt>- 
vemments  legislation  making  it  penal 
for  the  captain  of  any  vessel  Home  or 
Foreign,  to  land  released  convicts  in  any 
of  the  Australian  Colonies  ? 

Me.  EVELYN  ASHLEY:  The  at- 
tention of  the  Colonial  Office  has  been 
called  to  the  incident  mentioned.  Her 
Majesty's  Government  have  been  for 
many  months  in  communication  with 
the  French  Government  on  the  general 
subject,  and  have  reason  to  believe  that 
their  earnest  representations  are  receiv- 
ing serious  consideration.  It  is,  there- 
fore, hoped  that  the  necessity  for  legis- 
lation in  the  Colonies  may  not  arise ; 
but  Her  Majesty's  Government  would 
not  interfere  with  any  reasonable  mea- 
sure that  they  might  feel  compelled  to 
take  for  their  own  protection. 

PREVENTION  OP  CRIME  (IRELAND) 
ACT,  1882— EXTRA  POLICE,  CO.  TYRONE. 
ViscouHT  CEICHTON  (for  Mr.  Mao- 
ARTNEV)  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whe- 
ther fifty  police,  a  District  Inspector, 
and  a  Eosident  Magistrate  were  sent  to 
Coagh,  county  Tyrone,  and  a  similar 
number  of  police  to  Cookstown,  in  the 
same  county  and  neighbourhood,  on  the 
12th  July  last;  whether  such  police 
were  sent  in  opposition  to  the  strongly 
expressed  and  unanimous  opinion  of  me 
local  magistrates ;  whether  both  these 
districts  are,  and  have  been  for  some 
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time,  peaceful,  and  eutiroly  free  from 
Piirty  disturbances ;  and,  -whether  thu 
Government  will  consent  to  rolievn  the 
county  from  the  heavy  charge  thus  im- 
posed upon  it  ? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN:  Sir,  the  extra 
police  were  not  eont  to  both  places  in 
opposition  to  the  wishes  of  the  magis- 
trates, but  at  tlie  exjiress  request  of  the 
District  Inspector,  who  consulted  witli 
the  ma^^istrates  at  Cookatown,  and  they 
confirmed  the  recommendation  that  50 
men  be  sent ;  but  at  the  otlier  place  they 
did  not  tliiuk  so  many  were  required. 
Parly  feeling  was  very  strong  in  llie 
district,  and  there  were  serious  disturb- 
ances there  on  a  former  occasion.  Party 
feeling  runs  very  high  in  the  district, 
and  there  is  no  intention  to  depart  from 
the  usual  practice  in  this  matter. 

THE  MAGLSTRACY  (rKELANI))-ENNIS 
QUAUTEK  SE.SSIUNS-MR.  C.  KELLY, 
ft.C.,  CUAIRilAN. 

Mb.  KENNY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
If  the  Irish  Government  has  had  under 
its  consideration  a  Petition  from  Mr.  II. 
B.  Harris,  of  Ennis,  complaining  of  in- 
sulting and  violent  language  used  to- 
wards him  in  Court  by  Mr.  Charles 
Kelly,  Q.C.,  Chairman  of  Quarter  Ses- 
sions; if  Mr.  Harris,  acting  as  juror  in 
a  larceny  case,  stated  that  — 

"  He  should  like  to  have  evidence  of  »omi!- 
ono  who  could  prove  the  actual  theft ;  " 

and  thereupon  Mr.  Kelly  interfered,  and 
told  the  juror  to  keep  silent;  if  Mr. 
Harris  claimed  a  right  to  make  such  nii 
oljservHtion,  and  that  Mr.  IvfUy  imme- 
diately threatened  to  swifl  him  to  pris<m 
if  he  spoke  another  word  :  if  Mr.  Harris 
in  his  Petition  also  states  that — 

•'  Unfortunately  for  all  who  huve  to  attend 
the  Qimrtcr  Sessions  Court,  they  are  obliged  to 
Buhmit  to  the  insulting  and  disparaging  romarka 
Mr.  Kelly  makes,  and  to  witness  the  scenes  that 
are  eniicti>d  in  Court  from  day  to  day,  which  it 
ispiiinfiil  for  a  nervous  person  to  bo  an  observer 
of,  while  another  would  consider  the  Court  a 
burlesque ;  " 

if,  upon  another  occn.'sion  on  which  Mr. 
Harris  was  witness  in  a  case,  Mr.  Kelly 
told  him  that  ho  did  not  believe  a  word 
hi)  swore,  and  if  this  expression  is  con- 
stantly being  used  by  Mr.  Kelly  towards 
witnesses,  from  the  most  respectable  to 
the  most  humble ;  if  he  is  aware  that 
Mr.  Harris  is  a  guutlemau  occupying  a 


most  respectable  and  valuable  commer- 
cial position  in  Ennis ;  and,  if  the  Lords 
Justices  have  the  power  to  interfere  to 
prevent  the  recurrence  of  painful  scenea 
in  a  Court  of  Justice,  or  to  inquire  into 
Mr.  Kelly's  fitness  to  dischsr^e  the 
duties  of  a  County  Court  Judge;  and, 
if  not,  what  course  is  open  to  aggrieved 
pei'sons  to  obtain  redress? 

Mn.  TREVELYAN  :  The  Irish  Go- 
vernmnnt  have  had  before  them  a  Me- 
morial from  Mr.  Harris  to  the  effect 
stated,  and  informed  him  that  the  Lords 
Justices  have  no  power  to  interfere  with 
a  Judge  in  the  discharge  of  his  judicial 
duties.  But  although  a  Judge  is  only 
accountable  to  Parliament  for  his  con- 
duct, yet,  as  it  was  in  his  capacity  as  a 
juror  that  Mr.  Harris  complained,  the 
Lords  Justices  considered  that  they 
might  reasonably  and  properly  n.sk  the 
Judge  for  any  explanation  he  might 
wish  to  offer  in  tliis  matter,  and  a  letter 
in  this  sense  was  accordingly  sent  to 
Mr.  Kelly  on  Saturday  last.  His  reply 
has  not  been  received. 


COXFEDERATIOX  OV  THE  COLONIES 
(AUSTRjVLIA)— THE  SYDNEY  CON- 
VENTION. 

Sin  HERBERT  MAXWELL  asked 
the  Lender  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  Whether  it  is  true  that  the 
Legislative  Assembly  of  Queensland  has 
unanimously  passed  the  Convention  in 
favour  of  the  Confederation  of  the  Colo- 
nies, of  the  Annexation  of  New  Guinea 
and  other  Western  Pacific  Islands,  and 
of  combined  legislation  against  criminal 
aliens;  and,  if  so,  what  is  the  attitude 
of  Her  Majesty's  Qoveniment  towards 
this  ipolioy  I* 

Mk.  E\T:LYN  ASHLEY:  The  facta 
are  as  stated  in  the  hon.  Member's 
Question.  Her  Majesty's  Government 
have  already  signified  their  readiue.-^s 
to  confirm  and  carry  out  by  any  neces- 
sary Imperial  legislation  the  Confedera- 
tion Scheme  of  the  Sydney  Convention, 
if,  and  when,  it  is  adopted  by  the  dif- 
ferent Colonial  Legislatures,  and  Her 
Majesty's  Government  would  not  inter- 
pose should  they  combine  in  any  well- 
considered  legislation  to  protect  them- 
selves against  criminal  aliens.  As  to 
the  other  questions,  all  I  can  say  at  pre- 
sent is  general,  and  that  ia  that  the 
whole  matter  is  being  considered  by  the 
Cabinet. 
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ATTORNEYS    AND    SOLICITOBS    (IRE- 

LAND)   ACT,   1866— MR.  ROBERT  D. 

O'BRIEN. 
Me.  HEALY  asked  Mr.  Solicitor 
General  for  Ireland,  Whether  Mr.  At- 
torney General  will  give  the  necessary 
eanction,  under  "  The  Attorneys  and 
Solicitors  (Ireland)  Act,  1866,"  to  the 
Incorporated  Law  Society  to  recover  the 
penalty  of  £50  incurred  by  Eobert  D. 
O'Brien,  2,  Lower  Glentworth  Street, 
Limerick,  for  having,  without  profes- 
sional status,  on  the  2l8t  July,  con- 
ducted an  eviction  case  before  the  Eath- 
keale  Bench,  in  absence  of  plaintiff  or 
solicitor;  and,  whether  the  conduct  of 
the  magistrates,  in  allowing  a  non-pro- 
fessional person  to  appear  in  the  case, 
in  spite  of  the  protest  of  a  solicitor  in 
court,  will  be  brought  under  the  notice 
of  the  Lord  Chancellor  ? 

The  solicitor  GENER.\L  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walkee)  :  No  appli- 
cation to  sanction  any  proceeding  has 
been  received  by  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  from  the  Incorporated  Law 
Society.  He  will  carefully  consider  any 
Buch  application  if  made.  Mr.  Robert 
O'Brienis  the  brother  of  the  complainant, 
and,  as  such,  might  come  within  the  defi- 
nition of  his  " agent"  in  the  Petty  Ses- 
sions Act,  1882;  and,  if  authorized  by 
his  brother,  he  might,  with  leave  of  the 
Court,  appear  and  be  heard.  There 
seems  no  ground  for  imputing  miscon- 
duct to  the  magistrates  if  they  took 
another  view. 

Me.  HEALY :  Might  I  ask  if  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  is  aware 
that  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
has  given  an  opinion  that  the  word 
"agent"  signifies  either  a  solicitor  or 
barrister,  and  no  one  else  ? 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walkee):  I  am  not 
aware  of  any  such  decision  ? 

Mr.  IIEALY  :  Then,  I  may  tell  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  that  a 
written  opinion  to  that  effect  by  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  (Mr.  Naish)  exists. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (IRELAND)— THE 
MAGHERAFELT  PRISONERS. 

Me.  HEALY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant- of  Ireland, 
What  is  the  cause  of  the  delay  in  reply- 
ing to  the  memorial  of  the  people  of 
Magherafelt,  county  Derry,  forwarded 


on  24th  June  to  His  Excellency,  for  a 
remission  of  sentence  on  three  prisoners; 
whether  the  memorial  is  signed  by  two 
local  magistrates,  by  the  parish  priest, 
the  Protestant  rector,  the  Presbyterian 
minister,  and  many  respectable  inhabi- 
tants ;  and,  whether,  as  the  men's  sen- 
tences must  expire  at  a  comparatively 
near  period,  the  Executive  will  give  it 
consideration  without  further  delay  ? 

Me.  TREVELYAN  :  A  Memorial  was 
received  on  the  1st  of  July,  and  was 
laid  before  the  Recorder.  His  Report 
has  not  yet  been  received,  though  asked 
for;  and  until  this  Report  is  received 
the  Lords  Justices  cannot  decide  upon 
it. 

COMMITTEE  OF  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS— 
THE  SECRET  SERVICE  FUND. 
Me.  gray  asked  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whe- 
ther his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
Letter  of  the  Exchequer  and  Audit  De- 
partment to  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury, dated  March  22nd  last,  and  printed 
on  page  169  of  the  Appendix  to  the 
Report  from  the  Committee  of  Public 
Accounts,  wherein  complaint  is  made 
that,  amongst  others,  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  does  not  vouch  the  ex- 
penditure of  that  portion  of  the  Secret 
Service  Fund  expended  by  him,  "by 
the  solemn  declaration  which  the  statute 
prescribes ; "  and,  whether  he  is  prepared 
to  make  this  declaration  in  future  ? 

Mb.  TREVELYAN:  I  understand 
that  on  receipt  of  the  letter  in  question 
the  Treasury  took  the  opinion  of  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  upon  the 
points  raised  in  it,  the  Audit  Office  letter 
being  set  out  in  extenso  in  the  case.  The 
opinion  has  been  communicated  to  the 
Comptroller  and  Auditor  General,  and  is 
now  under  his  consideration. 

Me.  gray  :  I  may  point  out  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  he  has  not 
answered  my  Question. 

Me.  gray  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  Whe- 
ther his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
Letter  of  the  Exchequer  and  Audit  De- 
partment to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, dated  22nd  March  last,  and  printed 
on  page  1 69  of  the  Appendix  to  the  Re- 
port from  the  Committee  of  Public  Ac- 
counts, wherein  complaint  is  made  that, 
amongst  others,  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  does  not 
vouch  the  expenditure  in  that  portion 
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of  tho  Secret  Service  Fund  expciiJod 
by  him,  "  liy  the  solemn  declaration 
vhioh  the  statute  prescribes ; "  ftiid, 
whether  be  is  prepared  to  make  this 
declaration  in  future? 

SiK  WILLIAM  ILUICOURT:  Al- 
though I  believe  and  am  advised  that, 
as  roffards  the  money  disposed  of  under 
my  authority,  I  am  not  called  upon  to 
make  n  statutory  declaration,  I  always 
like  to  be  ou  (he  safe  side;  and,  there- 
fore, I  did  make  a  statutorj'  declaration 
two  mouths  before  the  letter  of  the  Comp- 
troller and  Auditor  General  was  written. 

Mr.  gray  asked  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  Whether  he  is  prepared 
to  act  for  the  future  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Exchequer  and  Audit  Depart- 
ment contained  in  the  following  para- 
graph of  the  letter  addressed  to  him  by 
the  Chief  Clerk  of  that  Department  on 
March  the  22nd  last,  and  printed  on 
page  170  of  tho  Appendix  to  the  He- 
port  from  the  Committee  of  rublie  Ac- 
counts : — 

"  I  ftm  to  take  this  opportunity  of  calling; 
their  Lordships  nttcntion  to  the  sum  of  £10,000 
charged  upon  tho  Conaolidntcd  Fund,  under 
tho  authority  of  Act  1  Vic  chap.  2,  sec.  lo, 
for  Secret  .Service,  but  nt  present  admitted  to 
the  Recount  of  Iho  Consolidated  Fund  upon  tlie 
simplo  receipt  of  the  Purliamcntary  Secretary 
to  the  TroHsury,  and  I  am  to  state  that  in  tho 
Comptroller's  and  Auditor  tJeneral's  opinion 
there  should  be  in  this  case,  as  in  tho  caae  of 
voted  money,  a  certificate  of  actual  expendi- 
ture within  the  year,  and  surrender  of  any  un- 
expended balance,  and  tho  declaration  before 
tho  High  Court  of  Justice  required  under  Uio 
Act." 

Mb.  COURTNEY  :  The  point  was 
included  in  a  case  laid  before  the  Law 
Officers  of  the  Crown,  and  their  opinion 
upon  it  has  been  comiminicateil  to  the 
Comptndler  and  Auditor  General,  and  i.s 
etill  under  his  consideration.  The  mat- 
ter will  necessarily  como  before  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee  next  year, 
and  it  is  not  for  me  to  say  what  view 
they  will  take  of  it.  In  the  meanwhile, 
it  would  premature  to  suggest  luiy  altera- 
tion in  tho  existing  practice,  which  is, 
I  believe,  of  long  standing. 

Mr.  gray  asked  the  Parliamentary 
Secretary  to  th<>  Treasury,  Whether  he 
is  prepared  in  future  to  vouch  by  solemn 
declaration  before  the  High  Court  of 
Justice,  as  required  under  the  Act,  the 
Secret  Service  money  received  by  him, 
as  recommended  by  the  Auditor  General 
in  his  letter  to  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,   printed  on  page  170  of  the 


Appendix  to  the  Report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Accounts,  and  to  sur- 
render any  unexpected  balance,  as  ro- 
conimended  in  the  same  letter  ? 

LoKD  RICIIARD  GROSVENOR:  I 
cannot  give  any  more  definite  answer 
than  has  been  given  by  my  Colleagues. 
I  think  the  answer  that  hoa  just  been 
given  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
covers  the  ground. 

Mb.  GR.\Y  asked  whether  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  was  prepared  to  make 
the  statutory  declaration  if  required  ? 

[No  reply.] 

CENTRAL    ASIA  -  DELUtlTATION    OP 
THE    AFGHAN    FRONTIER. 

Me.  ONSLOW  asked  the  Under  Se- 
oretary  of  State  for  India,  Whether  he 
can  now  give  full  particulars  regarding 
the  arrangements  made  by  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  for  the  fixing  of  the 
boundaries  of  Afghanistan  and  the  neigh- 
bouring Countries  ;  and,  whether  the  j 
officers  appointed  for  this  duty  are  tO'( 
hove  any  escort  during  the  time  they  are 
80  employed  ? 

Mu.  .T.  K.  CROSS  :  Tho  communica- 
tions between  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment and  the  Government  of  Russio,  and 
between  the  Viceroy  and  the  Ameer  of 
Afghanistan,  on  the  subject  of  the  pro- 
posed delimitation  of  the  Afghan  Fron- 
tier, are  not  yet  complete ;  and,  there- 
fore, it  is  not  possible  to  give  the  full 
particulars  for  which  the  hon.  Member 
asks.  I  may  say,  however,  that  Major 
General  Sir  Peter  Lumsden  has  been 
appointed  British  Commissioner  to  exa- 
mine and  report  on  the  boundaries  in 
question,  in  association  with  a  Russian 
colleague,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  Com- 
mission will  liegin  work  in  October  next. 
The  party  will  be  accompanied  by  a 
moderate  escort,  the  details  of  which  are 
under  consideration. 

Mr.  BOURKE  osked  if  the  escort 
was  to  be  provided  by  the  Ameer  of 
Afghanistan,  or  was  it  to  be  a  British 
escort  ? 

Mr.  J.  K.  CROSS  replied,  that  he  had 
stated  that  these  details  were  under 
consideration.  Ho  could  not  state  the 
exact  numbers  or  the  composition  of  the 
escort. 

Mr.  BOURKE  asked  if  the  Commis- 
sion had  received  the  assent  of  the  Ameer 
of  Afghanistan '? 

Mr.  J.  K.  CROSS  said,  it  had  re- 
ceived the   assent  of  the  Ameer ;    but 
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ATTOENETS    AND    SOUCITORS    (IRE- 

LAND)   ACT,   1866— MR.  KOBEET  D. 

O'BRIEN. 
Me.  he  ALT  asked  Mr.  Solicitor 
General  for  Ireland,  Whether  Mr.  At- 
torney General  will  give  the  necessary 
sanction,  under  "  The  Attorneys  and 
Solicitors  (Ireland)  Act,  1866,"  to  the 
Incorporated  Law  Society  to  recover  the 
penalty  of  £50  incurred  by  Robert  D. 
O'Brien,  2,  Lower  Glentworth  Street, 
Limerick,  for  having,  without  profes- 
sional status,  on  the  2 1st  July,  con- 
ducted an  eviction  case  before  the  Rath- 
keale  Bench,  in  absence  of  plaintiff  or 
Bolioitor;  and,  whether  the  conduct  of 
the  magistrates,  in  allowing  a  non-pro- 
fessional person  to  appear  in  the  case, 
in  spite  of  the  protest  of  a  solicitor  in 
court,  will  be  brought  under  the  notice 
of  the  Lord  Chancellor  ? 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walkee)  :  No  appli- 
cation to  sanction  any  proceeding  has 
been  received  by  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  from  the  Incorporated  Law 
Society.  He  will  carefully  consider  any 
such  application  if  made.  Mr.  Robert 
O'Brien  is  the  brother  of  the  complainant, 
and,  as  such,  might  come  within  the  defi- 
nition of  his  "agent"  in  the  Petty  Ses- 
sions Act,  1882;  and,  if  authorized  by 
his  brother,  he  might,  with  leave  of  the 
Court,  appear  and  be  heard.  There 
seems  no  ground  for  imputing  miscon- 
duct to  the  magistrates  if  they  took 
another  view. 

Me.  HEALY  :  Might  I  ask  if  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  is  aware 
that  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
has  given  an  opinion  that  the  word 
"agent"  signifies  either  a  solicitor  or 
barrister,  and  no  one  else  ? 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walkee)  :  I  am  not 
aware  of  any  such  decision  ? 

Me.  HEALY:  Then,  I  may  tell  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  that  a 
written  opinion  to  that  effect  by  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  (Mr.  Naish)  exists. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (IRELAND)— THE 
MAGHERAFELT  PRISONERS. 

Me.  HEALY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant- of  Irelandi 
What  is  the  cause  of  the  delay  in  reply- 
ing to  the  memorial  of  the  people  of 
Magherafelt,  county  Derry,  forwarded 


on  24th  June  to  His  Excellency,  for  a 
remission  of  sentence  on  three  prisoners; 
whether  the  memorial  is  signed  by  two 
local  magistrates,  by  the  parish  priest, 
the  Protestant  rector,  the  Presbyterian 
minister,  and  many  respectable  inhabi- 
tants ;  and,  whether,  as  the  men's  sen- 
tences must  expire  at  a  comparatively 
near  period,  the  Executive  will  give  it 
consideration  without  further  delay  ? 

MB.TREVELYAN:  A  Memorial  waa 
received  on  the  1st  of  July,  and  was 
laid  before  the  Recorder.  His  Report 
has  not  yet  been  received,  though  asked 
for;  and  until  this  Report  is  received 
the  Lords  Justices  cannot  decide  upoa 
it. 

COMMITTEE  OF  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS— 
THE  SECRET  SERVICE  FUND. 

Me.  gray  asked  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whe- 
ther his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
Letter  of  the  Exchequer  and  Audit  De- 
partment to  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury, dated  March  22nd  last,  and  printed 
on  page  169  of  the  Appendix  to  the 
Report  from  the  Committee  of  Public 
Accounts,  wherein  complaint  is  made 
that,  amongst  others,  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  does  not  vouch  the  ex- 
penditure of  that  portion  of  the  Secret 
Service  Fund  expended  by  him,  •'  by 
the  solemn  declaration  which  the  statute 
prescribes ; "  and,  whether  he  is  prepared 
to  make  this  declaration  in  future  ? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN:  I  understand 
that  on  receipt  of  the  letter  in  question 
the  Treasury  took  the  opinion  of  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  upon  the 
points  raised  in  it,  the  Audit  Office  letter 
being  set  out  tn  extento  in  the  case.  The 
opinion  has  been  communicated  to  the 
Comptroller  and  Auditor  General,  and  is 
now  under  his  consideration. 

Me.  gray  :  I  may  point  out  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  he  has  not 
answered  my  Question. 

Mr.  gray  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  Whe- 
ther his  attention  has  been  calleid  to  the 
Letter  of  the  Exchequer  and  Audit  De- 
partment to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, dated  22nd  March  last,  and  printed 
on  page  169  of  the  Appendix  to  the  Re- 
port from  the  Committee  of  Public  Ac- 
counts, wherein  complaint  is  made  that, 
amongst  others,  the  Secretary  of  Stato 
for  the  Home  Department  does  not 
voudi  the  expenditure  in  that  portion 
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•n<l  who  rftiika  a*  tho  principal  InUn<l  j  tuating  nnturv  of  th»ir  work  do«>ii  not 
I!«rpnu<«  nffi'ialin  thnt  ctiuntrjr.  ha«  a  «<linit  of  a  nyiitrnt  nf  ovorlinio  |iaTinent» ; 
MlarT  iif  ••nly  i'Too,  \,y  annual  incn*-  but  1  ilu  nut  knf>«r  on  vrhat  t;r<>ui>il  tbn 
tui«nt«  til  £)«<><>,  whiUt  tlio  Chief  Clork  him.  MtMiibor  MyM  their  ilutii>ii  aro  nioro 
of  tKi>  Stamp  and  Tax  ltran<  h  of  tho  important  than  tliuiM> of  thoSiirTfynrit  of 
•ami*  ISipartmont,  n<allr  a  •uhordinato,  Cimtomii.  It  i«  truo  that  KsamiutBg 
rii'otT)'*  £?.'iO  ;  «h<''lii>r  it  in  a  fart  tliat  (>tlii-i>rit  tgpt  I'loO  ami  aI>Mi  oT<>rtim»  fur 
l!f  liiatimuni  Nitlnry  an<l  duty  pay  at-  .  work  n-liliiinniil  to  their  ri',;ular  hnurit 
In.usMi- (>y  a  <'hii-(  (*|ftk  in  th<*  Ks<'i«<> '  of  attcmliini •-,  nhilo  l>ivi<-i<>n  <>tfi<'>>rs 
Kranrh,  <'u**Mni  II<>u«<.  Ihililin.  in  only  rim>  to  I'linOnhly,  nndiinlil  nut  i;ot  ovi>r- 
£'.''•<*.    !h  >ii^*i  a  loHKf  divi>i'>ii  cUrk  in  ^  tinio  ull<>«ran)«».  oiiin)(tothf  ilui'tuatin(( 


!'.••  "t.iitip*  iiii<I  I'liti-^  niny  ffiK  h  £H<ii; 
n  Im'hi-r  tlio  •tip<'rint<'tidin(;i  h  rk.  Kx<-i««' 
ltriii<!i.  in  th"  "an:'- "irn*-.  rwiMvi-n  only 
£  ■•'••'.  Ihou^'h  th"  "T'liiiary  clprk*  in  tli- 
HtnMi]  «  and  Ta\<>«.  in  the  nt<it  T<i<ini, 
an- I'tid  at  thn  rii'i>  ••{  i'l'io;  i«h<-thi>r 
t'liril  r!«»«  durroyiir*  of  r'ii«t<im«  ar«» 
paid   n-.n^imiiiii    *alari<-4  of    £|Jii   and 


natur«>  of  tlii-ir  ilulii**.  I  do  not  think  it 
in  |H>Mildt>  to  rotnpari'  tin'  ri'Iatiro  im- 
|Hirtan<  •>  of  iliifi'p'tit  rlii.«M>ii  of  oflicorn  in 
two  •uTTir>-»,  wliuMi'  duti<«ii  art>  pvrfurnM'd 
uhdi-r  vi'ry  diifi-n-nt  condition* :  and  I 
may  i-iiy  that  fui  h  Itoanl  would  main- 
tain that  it*  lu-rvico  wn*  niori'  it-onomi- 
ral  !h4n  tin'  othi-r;  but  if  th<>ro  bo  any 
ovi  rritiiK  allowani  •>«,  wbiN*.  oMond'iIa**  ri>al  ini'<|uiility,  tho  proper  mi'thiMl  of 
BU|'<'rfi«ir«  of  Inland  littTfuuo,  |M'r-  rorri'itini;  it  would  apiH-ar  to  bp  a  ro- 
forntin);  nior<>  nuniorou*  and  im|>ortnnt  du<  !i'>n  in  the  ri>Kt  of  tltc  ntoro  highly- 
dut'<^,  ri-4'<':T4>  only  a  maximuiii  of  £'JTt),    paid  iK'partmeut. 


and  ar«  paid  nothing;  for  <iT««rtim<'  or 
rvi'n  wh'-n  'I'-ing  dniibli-  duty  :  wh<-ilo-r 
i>ian.:ning  ollircr*  of  4'u»t  >ni«  aro  piiid 
a  :i»viinnm  Milary  of  £'|iio  and  ov<>rtiMi<> 
tSouph  divioi'in  olfii-<-r«  of  Inland 


I 


i{<'i>-nii«>  of  r<irr<'«|Minilint(  otli' iiil  rank 
and  dtiti<  «,  and  «b'>  ap*  in  ad<lition  ar- 
{■•itit-into  and  iHMik  k<'<'|MT4  f->r  tht-ir  ro- 
•]>»!ivr  "Nation".  nr»  only  |;r.int<'d  a 
cixiiiiUin  of  1  J<'<>  and  nouTfrdiii**  pay  ; 

til"  III"  •«,  lln> 


KVIf-rinNS  itllKI.ANn  -»AIt<>XY  of 
r.vsTI.rA.  ri>  I.IMKU1<*K. 
Mil.  M-SI'LI.IVAN  a*kfd  the  Chief 
Si-i-rt-tiiry  to  thn  I»rd  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
lanii,  II  ho  i«  awan<  that  thn  tbreo 
tenant*.  Meiwrn.  O'Cmnell,  Murphy, 
ami  tho  wjiliw  Cn«ey  (whti  wor««  Intuiy 
e«ii  te<l  iiir  the  pr<>|M'rty  of  C.  Jidin  (Vxite, 
in  the  baroiiy  of  i'4*tlca  and  lounty  of 
l.-iii'-riik  .  huTii  written  to  th'-  loudlorj 


ar.d.  «lifthtr,  ;f  mh  h   iir-    ...- .         ,  »  .r     •        . 

r.™n.e!l..r  of  the   Kx.l..-.iMerwilHak..    »«ll"nthepn,ttwomon'.h..  otbring  to 
•t.i.-  t"  i.'...e  t< f!,..r.  ..n  a  more    •'•'•r«  .«»»•'«■  ^"f'"'/  '•»"»••  •'   *}»■«••»« 


'    I.'.l-e    t 
lal"  of  *■ 


t«)'i«l  Mai"  of  *al  tri<-<  't 

Mt     <  "or  It  INKY     for    the    Ciux 

•  III  K  of  tb<  KS'llKji'Kk  »aid  .  The 
matiniiim  Kalar\  of  the  I'<|||<< 'nr  of  In- 
land Ilevenue  111  Ihiblin  i«£t<i<i;  that 
of  th"  <':iief  <',trk  of  t'-ie  >*..imp  and 
Tav   l>epartnien!   i«  li>><).  and  he  al«o 

r«<  «■!«•«   I'jil    f  -r    •!••■«  lol    illltle*.        Tba-ve 

l«  •  !••  ;'arti::<  n!*  iire  i|Uile  il.alimt,  the 
lira  I  of  till*  1  (tier  K<':iit;  th"  Coiitruller 
of  .**tarn|i*  and  T.i«e<  1  lie  ■(•rii.al 
l:t*lii:i«  f  T  a  C:iii  f  i  '.>  t<  in  th  •  V.\>  i*  ■ 
bran- h  at.  1  l.'«er  l>:ti-i"ii  <  lerk  in  the 
ht«iii|i*  andT.i«"«  iire'li"«.iMii»  —namely, 
£.'  o  aid  < -t  l<  hii*  a  •  !.!i;i>e  .if  rfinj 
til  £  ;  *>  by  |-i<i-:i->ti  iM  ni-.d  dut>  ]>>y  i-  - 
•|>r.1:i«-!\  li.e  i.'ily  . '.fffc*  at  ll.»oiii 
th"  >t  iii.p*  and  ra«<*  nre  r<-l<ind:iiita. 
who  ■;!!  Im<  rip.t'<-l  "Ti  *i<  111' !•■•  b> 
l«>«fr  l';Ti*i>-it  I  i- ik«.  'Ihird  «U««  Sur- 
wn-.r*  '-f  Ci,«t- !;s«.  <\  •  |it  n  Liii'lod 
an  i  Ijv<-r)«r'l.  ri~'  *  >  £  >■>  only  It  i* 
Ini"  that  armt-d  •!.»«»  >  i|i«'r».«ot«  of 
Ciiitu  naa  Im  l.'To  ..Illy,  and  th«  iluc- 

V'»I.    CCXCI         iiuat.  .-tRiii.' 


term*  the  Laud  (.'ourt  may  tis  for  rent 
nn.l  am  .in> ;  and.  if  he  i*  awarv  that 
tlieru  are  no  ntlter  farm*  in  that  diatrict 
from  which  tenant*  hare  bc«'n  OTictad 
but  iliow  on  Mr.  Cooiv'a  property;  and, 
if  Ml.  under  tlio*>-  I  irrum*tai><  e».  whe- 
ther it  i»  juM  tu  tb<-  publii-  laxpayvra  to 
•  ontiiiiie  *ix  inditv  in  charge  of  thoa* 
f.iiin-  .' 

Mil  TIJKVKI.YAX  :  Th«  alleged 
i->>ii>iuitniiu'.ou«  of  the  evic'i'd  tcuabta 
t->  tlieir  lai.d'ord  aro  not  niattvra  of 
«b:'':i  any  olhnitl  lecopl  would  clint; 
and  III  the  nbM'iK'e  uf  tbi'  landlord  and 
h:*  a,;i  lit  ih-'  |"l:ce  h.'iTe  n.>t  been  able 
:  >  ii..iLi'  ii-iy  iii'i  iirt  I  may  uieutMu. 
hovetir.  that  liie  nuiiii.er  of  |>oli'ei»n 
•) LiriiK  I*  t«o,  no!  *•!.    u*  atati-d  in 

the  li'.lei.!|.in. 

M.:  •>  >i  l.UV.VX  May  1  a*k  whe- 
tlii-r  u'.v  <  rnue*  ha»i»  eter  bi-vU  loiu- 
mitti  •!  Ill  the r  >unty  to  reader  the pulic* 
n,«  e»»«ry  ? 
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the  Afghan  representatives  had  not  yet 
been  appointed. 

Mb.  ONSLOW:  Considering  the  great 
importance  of  this  subject,  I  will,  on  this 
day  week,  put  the  following  and,  per- 
haps, other  Questions: — Under  whose 
protection  the  Oommission  recently  ap- 
pointed to  fix  the  Afghan  Boundaries 
will  be  ;  will  the  Ameer  be  represented ; 
if  so,  by  how  many  officers ;  what  will 
be  the  duties  of  the  Commission,  and 
what  orders  have  been  given  to  them ; 
in  case  of  difiference  of  opinion  between 
our  officers  and  the  Sussian  officers,  or 
those  of  the  Ameer,  to  what  Government 
will  our  officers  refer ;  is  the  escort  to 
be  provided  to  consist  entirely  of  Native 
Troops;  and,  what  arrangements  have 
been  made  for  constant  communica- 
tion between  our  officers  and  either  the 
Home  Qovernment  or  the  Government  of 
India? 

Mr.  BOURKE  :  In  consequence  of  the 
answer  of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  I  wish  to 
give  Notice  that,  on  going  into  Commit- 
tee of  Supply,  I  will  move — 

"That  it  i8  inexpedient  for  Her  3Iajesty'» 
Government  to  incur  such  obligations  as  those 
which  the  proposed  arrangement  for  fixing  the 
boundaries  of  Afghanistan  must  necessarily  im- 
pose upon  this  Country." 

Subsequently, 

Mb.  ONSLOW:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister  a  Question,  of  which  I 
have  not  been  able  to  give  him  private 
Notice,  Whether,  before  the  Prorogation 
of  Parliament,  the  Government  will  give 
the  House  and  the  country  full  oppor- 
tunity of  discussing  the  contemplated 
mission  of  British  officers  for  the  delimi- 
tation of  the  Afghan  frontier  ? 

Me.  GLADSTONE:  That  is  a  Question 
of  great  importance,  and  one  upon  which 
the  House  will  be  glad  to  be  informed ; 
but  I  am  not  able  to  say,  without  Notice, 
whether  particulars  can  be  communi- 
cated in  advance. 

Mb.  ONSLOW :  I  will  put  the  Ques- 
tion down  for  Monday. 

AEMY    (OEDNANCE    DEPARTMENT)  — 

COLONEL  MONCEIEFF'S  GUN- 

CAERIAGE. 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  Whether  it 
is  true  that  the  experiments  lately  made 
at  Woolwich  with  the  Moncrieff  hydro- 
pneumatic  disappearing  carriage -gun 
were  carried  on  without  the  inventor 

Mr.  J.  K.  Cross 


having  had  any  notice  or  any  oppor- 
tunity of  being  present  ? 

The  Marquess  of  HARTINGTON  : 
The  War  Department  has  not  obtained 
any  hydro-pneumatic  carriages  for  per- 
manent works  from  Colonel  Moncrieff 
himself.  They  purr-hased  a  hydro-pneu- 
matic carriage  from  Messrs.  Easton  and 
Anderson,  Colonel  Moncrieff's  engineers, 
which  was  delivered  in  September  last 
year ;  and  it  is  believed  that  this  car- 
riage was  manufactured  by  Messrs. 
Easton  and  Anderson  upon  designs  fur- 
nished by  Colonel  Moncrieff.  A  repre- 
sentative of  Messrs.  Easton  and  Ander- 
son attended  the  trial  on  January  9, 
1884,  and  again  on  May  20,  1884. 
Messrs.  Easton  and  Anderson  had  had 
notice  of  ovei-y  trial,  and  might,  if  they 
had  so  desired,  have  secured  the  attend- 
ance of  their  client,  the  inventor,  on 
every  occasion. 

In  reply  to  Sir  Walter  B.  Babttklot, 
The  Marquess  of  HARTINGTON 
said,  he  believed  the  Committee  was  the 
Ordnance  Committee  ;  it  was  not  a  Con- 
structive Committee,  but  only  a  Judicial 
Committee. 

OEAND  JURY  ACT-COUNTY  CESS— 
ME.  DOWLING,  CAPPAWHITB. 

Mr.  MAYNE  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Irelfind, 
Whether  it  is  true  that  County  Cess  for 
a  period  of  two  or  more  years  remain 
due  of  Mr.  Dowling,  Inchinquillip,  Cap- 
pawhite  ;  and,  have  the  Poor  Rates  been 
regularly  collected  off  this  property  dur- 
ing that  time  by  another  collector  ;  and, 
if  so,  why  is  it  that  the  County  Cess  has 
not  been  regularly  collected  ? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Grand  Jury  reports  that  he  is  not 
aware  that  there  are  any  arrears  of 
county  cess  due  on  Mr.  Dowling's  pro- 
perty, as  the  barony  collector  has  paid 
up  the  amount  of  his  warrant  regularly. 
The  Clerk  of  the  Union  reports  that  there 
is  a  balance  of  about  £10  of  poor  rates 
outstanding,  which  has  been  transferred 
to  this  year's  rate. 

INLAND  REVENUE  OFFICE,  DUBLIN- 
SALARIES. 
Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  asked 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Whe- 
ther it  is  true  that  the  Collector  of  In- 
land Revenue  for  Dublin,  and  Receiver 
General  of  Stamp  Duties  for  Ireland, 
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and  who  ranks  as  the  principal  Inland 
Revenue  oflScial  in  that  country,  has  a 
salary  of  only  £700.  by  annual  incre- 
ments to  £800,  whilst  the  Chief  Clerk 
of  the  Stamp  and  Tax  Branch  of  the 
same  Department,  really  a  subordinate, 
receives  £750  ;  whether  it  is  a  fact  that 
the  maximum  salary  and  duty  pay  at- 
tainable by  a  Chief  Clerk  in  the  Excise 
Branch,  Custom  House,  Dublin,  is  only 
£250,  though  a  lower  division  clerk  in 
the  Stamps  and  Taxes  may  reach  £300  ; 
whether  the  superintendingderk,  Excise 
Branch,  in  the  same  office,  receives  only 
£300,  though  the  ordinary  clerks  in  the 
Stamps  and  Taxes,  in  the  next  room, 
are  paid  at  the  rate  of  £450;  whether 
third-class  surveyors  of  Customs  ore 
paid  maximum  salaries  of  £120  and 
overtime  allowances,  wbilst  fterond-dass 
supervisors  of  Inland  Revenue,  per- 
forming more  numerous  and  important 
duties,  receive  only  a  maximum  of  £270, 
and  are  paid  nothing  for  overtime  or 
even  when  doing  double  duty  ;  whether 
examining  officers  of  Customs  are  paid 
a  maximumsalary  of  £300  and  overtime 
pay,  though  division  officers  of  Inland 
Revenue  of  correapondiug  official  rank 
and  duties,  and  who  are  in  addition  ac- 
countants and  book-keepers  for  their  re- 
spective stations,  are  only  granted  a 
maximum  of  £200  and  no  overtime  pay  ; 
and,  whether,  if  such  are  tiie  facts,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  will  take 
stops  to  place  these  officers  on  a  more 
equal  scalx  of  salaries  ? 

Mr.  COURTNEY  (for  the  Chan- 
CELLOB  of  the  Exchequbb)  said :  The 
maximum  salary  of  the  Collector  of  In- 
land Revenue  in  Dublin  is  £800;  that 
of  the  Chief  Clerk  of  the  Stamp  and 
Tax  Department  is  £050,  and  he  also 
receives  £50  for  special  duties.  These 
two  Departments  are  quite  distinct,  the 
Head  of  the  latter  being  the  CoutroUer 
of  Stamps  and  Taxes.  The  normal 
maxima  for  a  Chief  Clerk  in  the  Excisj 
branch  and  Lower  Divi.sion  clerk  in  the 
Stamps  and  Taxes  are  the  some — namely, 
£250  ;  and  each  has  a  chance  of  rising 
to  £300,  by  promotion  and  duty-puy  re- 
spectively. The  only  clerks  at  £-150  in 
the  Stumps  and  Taxes  are  redundauts, 
who  will  be  replaced  on  vacancies  by 
Lower  Division  clerks.  Third  class  Sur- 
veyors of  Customs,  except  in  London 
■  and  Liverpool,  rise  to  £340  only.  It  is 
Itrue  that  second  class  Supervisors  of 
cuise  rise  to  £270  only,  and  the  fluc- 
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tuating  nature  of  their  work  does  not 
admit  of  a  system  of  overtime  payments  ; 
but  I  do  not  know  on  what  ground  the 
hon.  Member  says  their  duties  are  more 
important  than  those  of  the  Surveyors  of 
Customs.  It  is  true  that  Examining 
Officers  get  £300  and  also  overtime  for 
work  additional  to  their  regular  hours 
of  attendance,  while  Division  Officers 
rise  to  £200  only,  ond  could  not  get  over- 
time allowances,  owing  to  the  fluctuating 
nature  of  their  duties.  I  do  not  think  it 
is  possible  to  compare  the  relative  im- 
portance of  difl'erent  classes  of  officers  in 
two  services,  whose  duties  are  performed 
under  very  different  conditions ;  and  I 
may  eay  that  each  Board  would  main- 
tain that  its  service  was  more  economi- 
cal than  the  other ;  but  if  there  be  any 
real  inequality,  the  proper  method  of 
correcting  it  would  appear  to  be  a  re- 
duction in  the  cost  of  the  more  highly- 
paid  Department. 

EVICTIONS  (IRELAND)— BARONY  OF 
CASTLEA,  CO.  LIMEIUCK. 

Ms.  O'SULLIVAN  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, If  he  is  aware  that  the  three 
tenants,  Messrs.  O'Connoll,  Murphy, 
and  the  widow  Casey  (who  were  lately 
evicted  off  the  property  of  C.  John  Coote, 
in  the  barony  of  Castlea  and  county  of 
Limerick),  have  written  to  the  landlord 
within  the  past  two  months,  offering  to 
accept  their  former  farms  at  whatever 
terms  the  Land  Court  may  fix  for  root 
and  arrears  ;  and,  it  he  is  aware  that 
there  are  no  other  farms  in  that  district 
from  which  teuanta  have  been  evicted 
but  those  on  Mr.  Coote's  property ;  and, 
if  so,  under  those  circumstances,  whe- 
ther it  is  just  to  the  public  taxpayers  to 
continue  six  police  in  charge  of  those 
frtrms  ? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  :  The  alleged 
communications  of  the  evicted  tenants 
to  their  landlord  are  not  matters  of 
which  any  othuial  record  wouhl  exist; 
and  in  the  absence  of  the  landlord  and 
his  agent  the  police  have  not  been  able 
to  make  any  inquiry.  I  may  mention, 
however,  that  llie  number  of  police  on 
these  farms  is  two,  not  six,  as  stated  ia 
the  Question. 

Mr.  O'SULLIVAN :  May  I  ask  whe- 
ther any  crimes  have  ever  been  com- 
mitted in  theoounty  to  render  the  police 
necessary  ? 

[Xo  reply.j 
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RAILWAY  REGULATION  ACT  A3IEND- 
SIENT— LEGISLATION. 

Mh.  CRAICt-SELLAR  asked  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Board  of  Trade,  "Wliether 
he  intends  to  re-introduce  the  Railway 
Regulation  Act  Amendment  Bill  next 
Session  ;  and,  if  bo,  whether  he  will  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  extendins^  tho 
functions  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Re- 
cord under  that  Bill,  so  as  to  enable  it  to 
relieve  tho  Committees  of  this  and  the 
other  House  of  Parliament  of  the  duty 
now  imposed  upon  them  of  investigating 
and  dealing  with  questions  of  fact  relat- 
ing to  Railway  Bills  ? 

Mr.  CUAMBERLATN,  in  reply,  said, 
he  was  afraid  he  could  not  give  his  hon. 
Friend  any  definite  reply  to  his  Ques- 
tion. In  his  judgment,  the  matter  his 
hon.  Friend  suggested  for  consideration 
was  hardly  one  that  would  come  properly 
within  the  scope  of  the  Bill  introduced 
this  Session.  His  hon.  Friend  asked 
whether  that  Bill  would  be  reintroduced 
next  Session.  If  by  that  ho  meant  the 
Autumn  Session,  certainly  not.  If  lie 
meant  the  Session  of  next  year,  all  he 
could  say  was  that  it  would  be  quite  pre- 
mature at  present  to  consider  wnat  legis- 
lation would  be  proposed  for  that  Ses- 
sion. 

GRAND  JURY  ACTS-COLLECTION  OF 
COUNTY  CESS— CO.  KEItRY. 
Mr.  HARRINGTON  asked  the  Chipf 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, Whether  his  attention  has  been 
directed  to  the  following  passages  in  the 
report  of  tho  auditor  presented  to  the 
Grand  Jury  of  tho  county  of  Kerry  at 
the  present  assizes  : — 

"  In  provioua  reports  I  have  drawn  attention 
to  tho  delay  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  barony 
constables  in  collecting  the  amount  of  Cess,  for 
which  they  arc  rospc-etively  responsible.  Not 
only,  however,  has  no  impi-ovement  taken  place, 
bnt  the  position  of  affairs  has  been  getting  from 
had  to  worse,  and  all  of  which  would  have  been 
avoided  if  tho  provisions  of  the  H8th  section  of 
the  Grand  Jury  Act  had  been  enforced — that 
section  requiring  each  barony  constable  to  pay 
the  entire  amount  of  his  warrant  to  tho  treasurer 
two  Jays  before  the  first  day  of  the  next  Assizes, 
in  default  of  which  he  should,  according  to  the 
7th  section  of  tho  Act.  Geo.  4,  o.  33,  lose  and 
forfeit  all  poundage  claimed  by  him. 

"  The  result  of  this  serious  omission,  in  not 
carrying  out  the  Law,  is  accordingly  the  accu- 
malation  of  arrears  of  coimty  cess  up  to  March 
last,  amounting  to  the  large  sum  of  over  £4, GOO. 

"  Another  grave    circumstance  is  the  delay 


referred  to  persistently  acting  as  if  in  tot»l  dis- 
regard both  rjf  the  terms  of  the  Onler  in  Coun- 
cil and  of  the  liranJ  Jury  Acts,  by  which  they 
are  required  to  make  regular  lodgment*  to  the 
credit  of  the  county,  and  are  prohibited  from  .it 
any  time  retaining  in  hand  more  than  £100. 

"  The  collectors  to  whom  I  refer  are  Me«sr5. 
C.  E.  Leahy,  Arthur  Hutchins,  and  F.  BI'G. 
Denny.  With  the  exception  of  £65,  lodged  by 
ilr.  Lealiy  in  December  lust,  no  other  sura 
paid  into  the  credit  of  tho  county  by  any  of  tb 
gentlemen  named  from  the  time  they  got  thecl 
warrants,  in  September  last,  until  within  a  few 
days  of  the  Assizes  in  ilarch  ;  " 

and,  what  stops  he  proposes  should 
taken  to  remedy  this  state  of  things  ? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  :  It  is  a  fact  that 
the  auditor  reported  to  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  to  the  effect  described, 
and  the  Board  sent  a  copy  of  the  Report 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Jury,  and 
have  no  power  to  interfere  further  in  iho 
matter.  The  county  cess  collectors  are  ap- 
pointed at  each  Assizes  by  the  Grand  Jury. 
They  are  entirely  the  officers  of  the  Grand 
Jiu-y,  and  the  Government  have  no  con^ 
trol  over  them.  It  was,  therefore,  f 
the  Grand  Jury  to  take  such  action  as 
they  might  deem  necessary  in  the  cir- 
cumstances brought  to  their  knowledge ; 
and  I  understand  that  at  the  late  Assizes 
they  appointed  a  Committee  to  inquire 
into  the  matter,  and  received  an  expla- 
nation from  the  Inspectors  which  uiey 
deemed  satisfactory. 
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STATE  OF  IRELAND-ORANGEMEN 
LISBURN. 

Mr.  gray  asked  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  "Whe- 
ther complaints  have  been  made  to  the 
police  that  Orange  drumming  parties  at 
Lisburn  systematically  annoy  Catholics 
by  playing  outside  or  near  tho  chapel  on 
Saturday  nights  at  tho  hour  when  Ca- 
tholics are  at  confession  therein ;  whether 
tho  police  paid  any  attention  to  these 
complaints  ;  and,  whether  the  police  per- 
mitted Orange  arches  to  be  erected  in 
the  Catholic  quarter  in  such  pohitious  as 
to  render  it  impossible  for  Catholics  to 
attend  their  places  of  worship  without 
passing  under  tliese  arches? 

Mk.  TREVELYAN:  I  am  informed 
that  some  of  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy 
at  Lisburn  have  complained  of  dram- 
ming parties  passing  th<-  chapel.  It  has 
been  the  practice  for  many  years  post 
for  drumming  parties  to  pass  up  iind 
which  continSea  to  take  place  on  the  part  o"f  '^P'T"  the  streets  of  Lisburn  on  Saturday 
some  of  the  barony  constables  in  the  lodgment  nights,  and  the  practice  does  not  appear] 
of  their  respective  coUeotiont,  the  gentlemen    to    have   caused    any    ill-foeling.       TUa 
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drumming  parties  never  interfere  with 
their  Koman  Catholic  neighbours ;  and 
as  they  ai-e  peaceable  and  commit  no 
offence,  the  jHjliee  have  not  thought  it 
prudent,  iu  the  interest  of  the  peace  of 
the  town,  to  attempt  to  stop  them.  On 
the  occasion  of  the  rerent  anniversaries 
Orange  arches  were  erected  in  several 
places  ;  bat  they  cannot  be  said  to  have 
been  placed  in  a  Catholic  quarter,  as 
there  is  no  Catholic  quarter  in  the  town. 
Catholics  and  Protestants  live  in  every 
part  of  it,  and  on  good  terms  with  each 
other. 

Mr.  gray  :  May  I  ask  the  right  ho». 
Gentleman  if  he  is  aware  whii'thor  it  is 
a  fact  that  the  Catholics  could  not  go  to 
their  church  on  Sunday  without  passing 
under  them  ? 

MJR.  TEEVELYAN:  As  the  Catho- 
,  lies  and  Protestants  live  indiscriminately 
about  the  town,  I  am  afraid  that  that 
would  be  the  case. 

'  LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (IRELAND)— PETTY 
SESSIONS  COURT  AT  CASTLE- 
WELL.^-,  CO.  DOWN. 
Mb.  gray  asked  the   Chief  Secre- 
tary t-o  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Irehmd, 

1  Whether  the  same  room  is  used  at 
Castlewt'llan,  county  Down,  for  nn 
Orange  Hall,  a  Freemasons'  Ilall,  for 
Protestant  religious  instruction,  and  for 
"?etty  Sessions  and  Hoad  Sessions  ? 

Mr.  TEEVELYAN :  I  am  informed 
that  the  fact  is  as  stutt'd  in  the  Question. 
I  think  the  hon.  Member  will  have  to 
ask  me  more  particular  Questions  on  this 
point,  as  I  do  not  know  enough  of  the 
state  of  the  case  at  present.  I  do  not 
quite  see  what  the  objection  is.  The  cost 
of  a  hall  would  be  heavy,  and,  besides, 
it  would  be  difficult  to  got  a  convenient 
place,  whilst  this  place  is  hired  for  va- 
rious purposes.  In  this  case  the  rent  of 
£10  a-year  is  paid  for  this  matter. 


rUBLIO     nEALTn    (IRELAND)  —  TUE 
PROTESTANT  EPISCOl'AL  C4RAVE- 

YAKD  AT  DKOSIORE. 
Mr.  GEAY  asked  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  as 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  Whether  he  is  aware  that  in  hot 
weather  there  is  an  olijectionable  eflBu- 
vnum  from  the  I'rotestant  Episcopal 
Graveyard  at  Dromoro  ;  whether  it  is  a 
fact  that  coffins  interred  there  are  some- 
times only  covered  wilh  a  few  inches  of 
earth;  whether  it  is  true  that  a  loi'ge 
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business  is  done  in  this  graveyard  by 
cheap  interments  of  persons  dying  in 
Belfast,  sometimes  four  or  live  in  a  day  ; 
and,  whether  there  was  a  serious  epi- 
demic last  yi>nr  in  the  town  ? 

Mh,  TEEVELYAN  :  The  Executive 
Sanitary  Officer  of  the  district  reports 
that  there  is  not  the  slightest  evidence 
of  any  effluvium  from  the  graveyard,  and 
that  it  is  not  the  fact  that  inti^rmeiits 
aro  carried  out  in  theohjettionablo  man- 
ner described.  He  states  that  the  inter- 
ments which  take  place  are  few  in  num- 
ber, and  take  place  only  in  cases  where 
rights  of  sepulture  exist.  The  epidemic 
which  occurred  last  year  was  scarlatina, 
and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who 
himself  lives  within  50  yards  of  the 
graveyard,  states  that  there  was  not  the 
remotest  connection  between  the  two. 
Scarlatina  was  at  the  same  time  preva- 
lent in  adjoining  towns. 

THE  MAGI.STRACY  (IRELAND)— KILDY. 
8ART  PETTY  SESSIONS,  CO.  CLARE. 

Mr.  KENNY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
How  many  magistrates  usually  attend 
the  Kildysart,  county  Clare,  Petty  Ses- 
sions Court ;  if  some  time  ago  the  board 
of  guardians  of  the  Kildysart  L^nion  re- 
commended the  names  of  two  gentlemen 
for  appointment  tu  the  Commission  of 
the  Peace  ;  if  the  valuation  of  one  was 
about  £500  per  annum,  and  the  other 
over  £200  ;  if  he  will  state  how  many  of 
the  magistrates  have  been  appointed  in 
Clare  by  the  present  Lord  Chancellor, 
and  how  many  of  them  are  Catholics, 
aud  how  many  recommendations  have 
been  forwarded  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  the  county ;  and,  whether  it  is  proposed 
to  give  effect  to  the  recommendations  of 
the  Kildysart  Board  of  Guardians  ? 

Mk.  TEEVELYAN :  I  am  informed 
that  the  usual  attendance  is  one,  or 
sometimes  two.  There  are  three  or  four 
local  Justices  in  the  neighbourhood,  one 
or  other  of  whom  occasionally  attends, 
with  the  Resident  Magistrate  of  the  dis- 
trict. The  Board  of  Guardians  did  send 
a  Memorial  to  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
naming  two  gentlemen  for  appointment 
to  the  Commission  of  the  Peace.  Their 
valuation  was  given  in  the  Memorial  aa 
£451  and  £123  respectively.  The  Lord 
Chancellor  has  the  recommendation  in 
their  behalf  under  his  consideration. 
Five  gentlemen  have  been  recommended 
by  the  Lord  Lioutouuut  of  the  county 
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of  Clare.  Two  have  been  placed  in  the 
Commission.  They  are  believed  to  be 
Protestants.  The  other  recommenda- 
tions have  not  yet  been  disposed  of. 

THE  MAGISTILVCY  (IRELAND)— MU. 
CLIFFORD  LLOYD. 

Mr.  small  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lurd  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd  is  at  present 
in  receipt  of  £125  per  annum  service 
pay,  or  of  any  other  sum  out  of  the  Re- 
venues of  the  United  Kingdom  ;  and,  if 
not,  up  to  what  time  was  the  last  pay- 
ment of  any  kind  made  to  him  ? 

Mr.  TEEVELYAN  :  Mr.  Lloyd  is  not 
at  present  in  receipt  of  any  sura  from 
any  Irish  Vote,  nor,  so  far  as  I  am 
aware,  from  the  Revenues  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  The  last  payment  made  to 
him  from  the  Vote,  out  of  which  the 
salaries  of  Resident  Magistrates  are  pro- 
vided, was  up  to  the  15th  of  September 
last. 

EGYPT    (RE-ORGANIZATION)— THE 
POLICE  LAW. 

Mr.  HEALY  asked  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Is  it 
true  that  Mr.  Cliffoni  Lloyd  initiated 
the  Police  Law  in  Egypt  without  even 
submitting  it  to  the  Egyptian  Legisla- 
tive Council,  in  accordance  with  the  Con- 
stitution accorded  by  Lord  Dufferin  ;  if 
not,  why  did  the  Chamber  cause  a  pro- 
test to  bo  inserted  in  77ie  Joiirnnl  Ojpciel ; 
is  it  the  case  that  Mr,  Clifford  Lloyd 
threw  eveiy  obstacle  in  the  wn)'  of  the 
working  of  the  Native  tribunals  insti- 
tuted by  Lord  Dufferin  ;  and,  is  it  the 
ease  that,  although  no  forninl  order  was 
issued  by  him  suppressing  the  Conseil 
d'Etat,  it  ceased  to  meet  after  Mr. 
Lloyd's  arrival? 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE: 
Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd  drew  up  a  Minute  for 
the  organization  of  the  police.  This 
Minute  was  issued  in  the  form  of  n 
Decree  by  the  Egyptian  Ministrj',  who 
appeared  to  have  considered  that  it  was 
not  necessary  to  submit  it  to  the  Legis- 
lative Council.  The  responsibility  lay 
with  them.  I  have  no  reason  whatever 
to  suppose  that  Mr.  Clifford  Lhiyd  throw 
any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  work  of 
the  Native  Tribunals.  The  rircumstanees 
relating  to  the  suspension  of  the  functions 
of  the  Council  of  .State  are  given  in 
Egypt.  No.  12,  1884,  pages  24  and  103. 
Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd  had  nothing  to  do 
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with  the  matter.  I  have  not  seen  in 
The  Journal  Officicl  any  protest  from  the 
Chamber  respecting  the  Police  Law ; 
but  I  understand  that  there  was  somo 
expression  of  opinion.  Whether  it  took 
an  official  shape  or  not  I  cannot  say. 

ARMY  (INDIA)— GENERAL  LIST  OF 
INDIAN  OFFICERS. 

Sir  EARDLEY  WILMOT  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 
Whether  his  attention  has  been  drawn 
to  Petitions  recently  presented  to  this 
Honourable  House  by  officers  of  the 
General  List  of  the  Indian  Army,  com- 
plaining that  they  have  been  eompul- 
sorily  placed  on  Staff  Corps  scale  of 
promotion,  while  debarred  from  equal 
privileges  as  to  retiring  allowances; 
and,  whether  Her  Majesty's  Government 
will  give  favourable  consideration  to 
those  Petitions,  in  order  that  General 
List  Indian  officers  may  be  placed  on  an 
equal  footing,  as  regards  those  allow- 
ances, with  officers  who  joined  the  Staff 
Corps  prior  to  September  1866  ? 

Mr.  J.  K.  CROSS :  The  subject  of 
these  Petitions  has  been  considered  by 
the  Secretary  of  State ;  but,  in  his  opi- 
nion, there  is  no  ground  for  extending 
to  the  Officers  of  the  General  List  the 
actuarial  scale  of  additional  pensions 
awarded  to  those  officers  who  joined  the 
Staff  Corps  prior  to  1 866,  and  to  whose 
special  conditions  of  service  this  scale  ia 
alone  applicable. 

ROADS  AND  BRIDGE.S  (IRELAND)— 
DRUMIIERIFF    BRIDGE,   CO.   LEITRIM. 

Colonel  O'BEIRNE  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, If  he  will  give  instructions  to  have 
the  works  now  in  progress  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  piers  and  abutments  of 
Drumheriff  Bridge,  county  Leitrim,  im- 
mediately stopped,  in  order  to  protect 
the  interests  of  the  cesspayers,  as  these 
works  are  not  carried  out  in  accordance 
with  the  specification,  drawn  up  by  the 
county  Roscomniou  surveyor,  and  the 
late  county  survejor  of  the  county  Lei- 
trim, the  stones  not  having  the  required 
dimensions,  or  laid  in  Portland  cement 
and  rubble  stone,  mortar  being  substi- 
tuted for  backing  ;  and  will  nn  inspec- 
tion of  the  above  works  be  ordered  by  a 
county  surveyor  on  behalf  of  the  county 
Leitriui ;  and,  if  it  is  a  fact  that  the 
ns.sistant  county  surveyor  for  the  connty 
Leitrim  refuses  to  certify  tliat  the  wijrk 
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is  being  done  in  accordance  with  the 
Bpecification,  and  has  cautioned  the  con- 
tractor to  discontinue  building  the  piers 
and  abutmenta  of  the  Leitrim  portion  of 
the  bridge  with  tho  materials  he  is  at 
present  using? 

Mb.  TREVELYAN  :  The  bridge  is  in 
course  of  construction  between  the  coun- 
ties of  Leitrim  and  Eoseoramon,  and  the 
work  is  being  carried  on  under  the 
direction  of  a  joint  Committee  appointed 
by  the  Grand  Juries  under  the  statutory 
powers  vested  in  them.  The  Govern- 
ment have  no  power  over  the  work,  nor 
has  any  grant  been  made  in  aid  of  it. 
There  is  no  power  in  the  Government  to 
have  the  works  stopped,  or  to  order  an 
inspection  by  a  County  Surveyor  on 
behalf  of  the  county  of  Leitrim.  I  am 
informed  that  the  estimate  prepared  was 
for  an  outlay  of  £1,900  ;  and  that  as  the 
presentment  passed  was  only  for  £700 
from  each  county,  the  plans  had  to  be 
departed  from  in  some  particulars  re- 
lating to  masonry  in  order  to  keep  within 
the  estimate.  There  seems  to  be  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  between  the  officials 
of  the  two  counties.  The  joint  Commit- 
tee of  the  Grand  Juries  already  appointed 
is  the  proper  tribunal  to  odju.st  them, 
and  I  hope  this  Question  will  have  the 
effect  of  inducing  them  to  take  prompt 
action.  I  am  aware  that  the  matter  has 
been  specially  brought  to  their  notice  by 
the  Assistant  County  Surveyor,  who 
raised  the  objection  on  the  County  Lei- 
trim side. 

ARMY  (AUXILtART  FORCES)— MILITIA 
QUARTERMASTERS— RETIREMENTS. 
Colonel  KING-HARMA.N  asked  the 
Reeretary  of  State  for  War,  Whether, 
with  reference  to  the  Parliamentary  Re- 
turn respecting  Retired  Militia  Quar- 
termasters, dated  on  the  back  loth 
March  1884,  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  the  case  of  six  retired  officers 
of  this  rank  now  living  who  served  20 
years  as  such,  and  were  allowed  on  re- 
tirement in  1873,  1876,  and  1877.  a 
Militia  pension  less  by  a  shilling  a-day 
than  what  was  allowed  in  1817  for  only 
15  years'  service;  and  also  to  the  oafo 
of  1 3  officers  of  the  same  rank  and  longer 
service  now  living,  who  were  compul- 
Borily  retired  in  1878  on  a  pension  of  no 
higher  rate  than  what  was  allowed  in 
1817  for  less  service;  and,  whether  he 
intends  to  propose  any  arrangement  by 
which  these  pomdons  will  bo  in  accord- 


ance with  precedent,  and  with  the  posi* 
tion  and  requirements  of  those  rffieers  ? 
The  Makquess  of  HARTINGTON: 
The  Warrant  under  which  the  Militia 
Quartermasters  referred  to  were  granted 
retirement  was  very  carefully  considered, 
and  they  received  the  full  benefit  of  its 
provisions.  Moreover,  their  claims  have 
been  repeatedly  examined,  and  it  has  oa 
each  occasion  been  decided  that  they  have 
no  just  cause  for  complaint.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  revise  the  previous  decisions. 

NAVY— NAVAL  OPERATIONS  IN  THE 
SOUDAN— EXTR.\  PAY. 

LoKD  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL 
(for  Sir  H.  Ducmmoxd  Wolff)  asked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty,  Whe- 
ther the  officers  and  men  of  the  Navy 
employed  in  the  late  Soudan  expe- 
dition are  to  receive  the  same  batta  as 
that  given  to  the  Army,  for  the  excep- 
tionally hard  work  imposed  on  them  by 
recent  operations  ? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL -BANNERM an  : 
I  am  not  sure  that  the  word  "batta" 
can  properly  be  applied  in  this  case. 
But  a  gratuity  on  the  same  basis  as  that 
awarded  for  the  operations  in  1882  will 
shortly  be  payable  to  the  Naval  and 
Marine  Forces  employed  in  the  operations 
during  the  spring  of  this  year  in  the 
Soudan  ;  the  portion  for  the  Navy  being 
distributable  according  to  the  Navy 
prize  scale,  and  that  for  the  Marines 
under  the  Army  scale. 

Sir  JOHN  HAY:  Will  there  be  a 
Supplementary  Estimate  ? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  -  B.ANNERMAN : 
I  cannot  say  what  will  be  required ;  but 
certainly  it  is  not  necessai-y  at  present. 

Siu  JOHN  HAY  :  Under  what  Vote 
will  this  be  taken? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNERMAN  : 
LTnder  Vote  1,  Wages  to  Seamen  and 
Marines. 

EGYPT  (EVENTS  IN  THE  SOUDAN)— 
THE  TREATY  WITH  ABYSSINIA. 

Mr.  ST.VNLEY  LEIOHTON  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
AtTairs,  If  any  guarantee  has  been  taken 
by  Her  Majesty's  Government  that  the 
cruel  methods  of  savage  warfare  will 
not  be  practised  by  the  Abyssinians  in 
their  invasion  of  the  Soudan  as  the  allies 
of  the  English,  under  the  Treaty  with 
the  Negoosa  Negust  of  Ethiopia  ? 

Loud  EDMOND  FITZMAUEICE: 
There  is  no  question  of  au  "  invasion  " 
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of  tlie  Soudan  by  the  Abyssinlans  as  the 
allies  of  this  country ;  and  I  may  add, 
•what  I  have  already  stated  in  this  House, 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  have 
no  reason  to  suppose  that  King  John 
intends  to  ravish  and  lay  waste  the 
country, 

Mr.  STANLEY  LEIGHTON :  Do  I 
understand  that  the  Abyssinians  are  not 
about  to  occupy  Kassala? 

LoRU  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE: 
That  is  a  totally  distinct  Question,  of 
which  Notice  has  not  been  given. 

Mk.  STANLEY  LEIGHTON  :  la 
there  any  understanding  that  King  John 
is  not  to  invade  the  Soudan  ? 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE: 
The  Abyssinian  Papers  are  before  the 
House.  The  agreement  with  the  King 
of  Abyssinia  is  that  he  is  to  assist  the 
withdrawal  of  the  Egyptian  garrisons 
from  the  three  places  mentioned,  of 
which  Kassala  is  one. 

Mr.  STANLEY  LEIGHTON  :  Then, 
Sir,  I  repeat,  have  any  guarantees  been 
taken  that  in  this  invasion  of  the  Soudan 
by  the  Abj'ssiuians  the  cruel  methods  of 
savage  warfare  will  not  be  practised  ? 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAUBIOE: 
I  have  just  stated  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  what  the  hon.  Member  calls  "  cruel 
methods  of  warfare"  are  going  to  be 
pursued. 


POOR  LAW  (IRELAND)— MR.  R.  MOORE, 

CLEBK     OF    IN>MSHOWEN    UNION, 

COUNTY  DONEUAL. 

Mr.  DEASY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  Mr.  Robert  Moore,  Returning 
OfBcer  and  Clerk  of  the  Innishoweu 
Union,  county  Donegal,  is  also  agent 
for  several  landlords  holding  property 
within  the  Union  ;  and,  whether,  if  that 
be  so,  the  Local  Government  Board  will 
take  steps  to  compel  Mr.  Moore  either 
to  give  up  his  agencies  or  to  resign  his 
office  as  Clerk  of  the  Union  V 

Mb.  TREVELY^VN  :  The  Clerk  of  the 
Innishowen  Union  states  that  he  receives 
rent  for  four  landlords  in  the  Union, 
and  that  he  has  acted  in  that  capacity 
for  the  last  80  years.  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  see  no  reason  to  require 
him  to  give  up  this  employment,  unless 
it  is  shown  that  it  causes  him  to  neglect 
bis  duties.  There  is  nothing  recorded 
against  this  officer  in  the  Local  Govera- 
juent  Board's  Department. 

/>ori  £dmond  Fittmaurict 


POOR  LAW  (IRELAND)— ELECTION  OF 
GUARDIANS,  BANDON  UNION. 

Mr.  DEASY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  a  sworn  inquiry  into  the  late 
election  for  Poor  Law  Guardian  in  the 
Iniiisliaunou  Electoral  Division,  in  the 
Bandon  Union,  county  Cork,  was  de- 
manded on  the  ground  that  Mr.  Oeoi^e 
Stanley,  the  candidate  declared  elected 
by  the  returning  officer,  was  guilty  of 
bribery  ;  whether  the  Local  Government 
Board  have  decided  to  grant  such  an 
inquiry;  whether  the  said  Mr.  Stanley 
has  been  elected  to  the  office  of  roto 
collector  in  the  Bandon  Union  at  a 
poundage  of  sixpence,  though  a  Mr. 
Dineen  tendered  to  collect  the  rates  at 
four  pence  in  the  pound;  and,  whether 
the  Local  Government  Board  approve  of 
Mr.  Stanley's  appointment ;  and,  if  not, 
what  steps  they  propose  to  take  in 
reference  to  it  ? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  :  A  resolution  re- 
questing a  sworn  inquiry  into  the  con- 
duct of  a  collector  named  Edward  Stanley 
in  connection  with  the  election  of  Mr. 
George  Stanley  was  proposed  at  the 
Guardians'  meeting  on  the  28th  of 
May — but  was  not  passed.  The  com- 
plainants applied  to  the  Ixical  Oovem- 
meut  Board  for  a  sworn  inquiry,  and  the 
collector  was  called  on  for  an  explana- 
tion ;  but  he  died  before  the  matter  was 
disposed  of.  Mr.  George  Stanley,  having 
previously  resigned  his  office  of  Guar- 
dian, was  elected  Poor  Rate  Collector  oa 
X\\\i  9th  of  this  month ;  but,  protests 
having  been  lodged  against  his  appoint- 
ment by  the  majority  of  the  Guardians, 
the  Local  Government  Board  have  the 
matter  now  under  consideration. 

PREVENTION  OF  CRIME  (IRELAND) 

ACT,  1882 -EXTRA  POUCE  AT 

LIMERICK. 

Mr.  SYNAN  asked  the  Chief  Secre-  I 
tary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  Mr.  FelLx  M'Oarthy,  resident  ] 
magistrate  for  the  city  of  Limerick  in 
1880,  1831,  and  1882,  applied  for  aa 
extra  police  force  in  those  years ;  whe- 
ther Mr.  Forster,  then  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  visited  the  city  of 
Limerick  in  tbe  year  1882;  whether  ho 
then  saw  or  was  permitted  to  see  Mr. 
M'Carthy;  and,  whether  Mr.  CliflFor*! 
Lloyd  was  then  at  Limerick,  as  resident 
magistrate  for  the  province  of  Munstar  ? 
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Mr.  TREVELYAN:  On  various 
special  occasions  in  the  years  mentioned 
Mr.  M'Carthy  applied  to  have  the 
Police  Force  of  the  city  temporarily 
strengthened.  In  May,  1882,  he  signed 
a  requisition  for  25  extra  men,  which 
he  considered  wanted  at  the  time.  I 
understand  from  my  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Bradford  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Forster')  that  he  paid  no  special  visit  to 
Limerick  ;  but  that  on  his  way  to  the 
county  of  Clare,  and  again,  a  few  days 
later,  when  retumiug,  ho  spent  an  hour 
or  two  in  the  city.  Mr.  M'Carthy,  R.M., 
had  no  interview  with  him,  nor  did  he 
seek  one,  The  suggestion  that  any 
hindrance  was  placed  in  the  way  of  such 
a  meeting  is  without  foundation.  Mr, 
Clifford  Lloyd  was  then  nt  Limerick,  in 
nharge  of  the  counties  of  Limerick  and 
Clare. 

rOST  OFFICE-NEWSPAPERS. 

Mh.  gray  asked  the  Postmaster 
General,  Whether  for  years  the  Post 
OflSce  made  an  extra  charge  for  news- 
papers that  were  "  stitched  ;  "  whether, 
nftieir  a  long  agitation,  this  charge  was 
abandoned  ;  whether  it  is  true,  as  stated 
in  a  Letter  of  Mr.  II.  Trueraan  AVood  to 
The  Times  of  the  22nd  instant,  that  the 
Department  still  charges  extra  for  a 
supplement  to  a  newspaper,  if  stitched  ; 
and,  whether,  in  the  case  mentioned, 
the  Department  made  a  demand  for 
five  pounds  on  account  of  its  forbear- 
ance in  not  surcharging  all  copies  of 
last  week's  Journal  of  the  Society  of  Artt, 
because  it  had  a  stitched  supplement  ? 

Ma.  FAWCETT,  in  reply,  said,  that 
the  regulation  with  regard  to  not  allow- 
ing supplements  to  be  .stitched  was  main- 
tained with  the  view  of  placing  some 
limitation  on  the  size  and  weight  of  sup- 
plement.s.  With  regard  to  tiie  particular 
journal  referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member, 
an  insufficient  amount  of  postage  had 
been  paid  ;  and,  in  order  to  obviate  the 
inconvenience  of  making  a  separate 
charge  to  all  the  persons  to  whom  copies 
had  been  sent,  it  was  arranged  that  the 
sender  of  the  journal  should  pay  the  in- 
sufficient postage,  which  amounted  to 
exactly  £5. 

POST    OFFICE    (IRELAND)  —  OENERiVL 
PO.ST    OFFICE,    DUBLIN  —  FEMALE 
8DPERVI.S0R.S. 
Colonel  KING-ILVRMAN  asked  the 

PoBtmastor  General,  If  it  is  tiue  that 


female  "  supervisors  "  are  appointed  on 
the  Telegraph  staffs  of  the  Leeds,  Edin- 
burgh, Glasgow,  Newcastle  on  Tyne, 
Liverpool,  and  Manchester  Post  Offices  ; 
why  such  appointments  have  not  beeaj 
made  on  the  Dublin  Telegraph  staff; 
and,  whether  there  are  not  three  such 
supervisors  appointed  at  Edinburgh,  the 
female  staff  of  that  office  numbering  53, 
whilst,  although  70  females  are  em- 
ployed in  the  Dublin  Post  Office,  there 
ere  no  supervisors  appointed  ? 

Mr.  FAWCETT,  in  reply,  said,  he 
would  inquire  whether  a  hotter  system 
than  that  which  at  present  prevailed 
could  be  found  for  the  appointment  of 
supervisors. 

PUBUC  HEALTH— ALLEGED  DEATH 
FROM  VACCINATION. 
Mr,  nOPWOOD  asked  the  Secretary 
to  the  Local  Government  Board,  Whe- 
ther it  be  the  fact  that  a  child  named 
Horace  Best  was  vaccinated  at  Hull  on 
June  the  9th,  and  died  on  the  30th  of 
June  after  great  suffering,  and  that  the 
cause  of  death  was  certified  as  "  ery- 
sipelas;" whether  there  was  any  cause 
but  vaccination ;  whether  any  other  case 
of  injurious  effects  from  the  same  vaccine 
matter  occurred  at  the  same  time ;  whe- 
ther the  parents  have  requested  an  in- 
quiry to  be  conducted  by  some  other 
person  independent  of  the  doctor  who 
operated ;  and,  whether  any  order  has 
been  given  in  consequence  ? 

Me.  GEORGE  RUSSELL :  We  learn 
that  the  child  was  vaccinated  on 
June  9,  and  that  in  the  course  of 
the  second  week  after  vaccination  it 
contracted  erysipelas,  which  began  on 
the  child's  neck  and  extended  down 
the  unvaccinnted  arm  and  side,  affecting 
the  vaccinated  arm  last  and  least.  Thia 
information  was  communicated  to  Dr. 
Walton,  the  public  vaccinator,  by  the 
medical  attendant,  Mr.  Cooper,  who  saw 
the  child  until  its  death  on  the  30th. 
lie  saw  no  special  connection  between 
the  erysipelas  and  the  vaccination,  and 
told  the  parents  so.  We  learn  that  ery- 
sipelas was  the  cause  of  death;  that  it 
appears  to  have  been  ceriitied  by  Mr. 
Cooper  as  "general  erysipelas;"  that 
there  is  no  reason  for  believing  that  vac- 
cination had  anything  to  do  with  the 
l>roduction  of  it ;  and  that  the  other 
children  vaccinated  from  the  same  lymph 
as  the  child  Best  had  nothing  (beyond 
regular  vaccination)  the    matter   witl^ 
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tbem.  The  parents  asked  for  an  inquiry 
as  to  the  death  of  the  child  ;  but  at  pre- 
sent no  action  has  been  taken. 

BANKRXTPTCT  ACT,  1869-WrNDING-UP 
OF  PROCEEDINGS. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  asked 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
"Whether  he  proposes  to  take  any  steps, 
in  accordance  with  the  suofgC'Stion  of 
the  Acting  Controller  in  Bnukruplcy,  to 
enforce  the  prompt  wiuding  up  of  old 
bankruptcy  proceedings  under  the  Act  of 
18G9? 

Mb.  chamberlain,  in  reply,  said, 
he  was  inclined  to  agree  with  the  official 
referred  to ;  but  he  had  been  advised 
that  it  would  require  fresh  legislation  to 
effuct  the  object,  and,  of  course,  fresh 
legislation  on  the  subject  at  the  present 
time  could  not  succeed. 

EGYPT   (FINANCE,    &c.)-ARUEARS   OF 

TAXES. 
■  Mb.  M'COAN  asked  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  Stat©  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Whe- 
ther there  is  any,  and  what,  truth  in  the 
following  statement,  telegraphed  from 
Alexandria  to  a  morning  paper  :  — 

"  The  Minister  of  Finance,  directed  Viy  the 
English  Govornmcnt,  has  just  issued  a  circuliir 
iasisling  on  immcdiata  payment  of  arrears  of 
taxes.  This  measure  forces  the  cultivators  to 
•ell  their  crops  standing — in  the  case  of  cotton, 
tiree  months  before  tho harvest— to cpeculators, 
who  take  advantage  of  the  scarcity  of  money  to 
pay  only  ahout  60  per  cent,  of  the  normal  value. 
The  circular  is  disapproved  by  all  theiauthorities 
here,  and  will  vastly  increase  the  misery  and 
embarrassment  of  the  fellaheen." 

Lord  EDMOND  TITZMAURICE  : 
No,  Sir;  Her  Majesty's  Government 
has  not  directed  Mr.  Egerton  to  issue 
any  Circular  to  the  above  effect,  and  I 
am  not  aware  that  any  such  Circular  has 
been  issued. 

BANKEirpTCY  ACT,  1 883- BANKRUPTCY 
OK  R.  B.  SCAUBOROnGH. 
Mb.  DIXON-HARTLAND  asked  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Whe- 
ther, at  a  meeting  held  at  the  Official 
Receiver's  (Mr.  Cecil  Mercer)  under  the 
bankruptcy  of  R.  B.  Scarborough  (Re- 
ceiving Order,  25th  May  1884,  Green- 
wich) the  following  facts  were  elicited 
from  the  bankrupt — namely,  that  he  had 
net  handed  over  his  books  and  papers  to 
the  Official  Receiver,  nor  disclosed  a 
mortgage  he  had  executed  on  his  pro- 
perty ;  and  whether  the  chairman  of 
ilr.  George  Jiutull 


such  meeting  did  express  his  opinion 
that  it  was  a  case  that  required  the 
fullest  investigation  ;  whether,  notwith- 
standing, the  Official  Receiver  declined 
to  examine  the  bankrupt  when  he  came 
up  for  public  examination ;  and  whether 
the  solicitor  of  one  of  the  creditors 
specially  sent  for  the  purpose  was  re- 
fused pormission  to  do  so  upon  the 
ground  that  he  had  no  written  authority 
frura  his  client;  whether  the  Incorpo- 
ratod  Law  Society,  on  the  SOfh  day  of 
Juno  last,  obtained  a  Rule  Nisi  calling 
upon  the  Registrar  to  show  cause  why 
the  solicitor  should  not  bo  allowed  to  ex- 
amine the  bankrupt  on  behalf  of  his 
ch"ent ;  and,  whether,  notwithstanding 
the  Rule  is  still  pending,  the  Official  Re- 
ceiver has  not  consented  to  the  bankrupt 
passing  hia  public  examination  without 
being  publicly  examined  as  to  his 
affairs ;  whether  the  attention  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  has  been  called  to  the 
fact  that  the  words  "  or  his  representa- 
tive authorised  in  writing,"  in  sub-sec- 
tion four  of  section  seventeen  of  the 
Act,  are  being  applied  to  barristers  and 
solicitors  ;  and,  what  steps  he  proposes, 
under  the  circumstances,  to  take  ? 

Mk.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I  have  made 
inquiries  with  respect  to  the  Question  of 
the  hoii.  Member,  and  have  received  the 
following  Report : — 

"  In  the  bankruptcy  of  R.  B.  Scarborough  in 
the  County  Court  of  Greenwich— It  is  not  the 
fact,  as  implied  in  the  Question,  that  tho  bank- 
rupt's books  and  papers  had  not  been  handed 
over  to  the  OfUcial  Receiver  at  tho  date  of  tho 
meeting  referred  to ;  but  it  i»  quite  true  that 
the  representative  of  the  f  (flScial  Receiver  who 
presided  at,  th»  meeting  did  cxpreai  his  opinion 
that  it  was  a  case  requiring  investigation.  The 
Official  Receiver  did  accordingly  institute  a  full 
investigation  into  the  debtor's  affairs  prior  to 
the  public  examination,  and  having  satisfied 
himself  rogording  them,  he  did  not  decline  to 
examine  the  bankrupt,  but  limited  such  exami- 
nation mainly  to  a  verification  upon  ooth  of 
certain  questions  and  answers  which  had  pre- 
viously been  reduced  to  writing  and  signed  by 
the  bankrupt.  It  is  understood  that  the  Court 
refused  to  allow  a  solicitor,  who  professed  to  bo 
acting  for  a  i-roditor,  to  take  part  in  tho  oxs- 
niination,  because  ho  was  not  authorized  in 
writing  us  required  by  tho  Act.  The  Board  of 
Trade  have  no  knowledge  of  tho  action  of  the 
Incorporated  Law  Society  in  tho  matter.  Tho 
passing  of  tho  public  examination  and  tho  de- 
claring it  concluded  is  a  matter  entirely  withio 
tho  jurisdiction  of  tho  Court,  which  the  Otficinl 
Receiver  can  neithor  interfere  with  nor  prevent. 
Tho  attention  of  the  Board  of  Trsido  has  not 
been  ealled  to  the  fact  referred  to  in  the  last 
clause  of  the  Question.  No  steps  appear  to  bo 
either  necessary  or  desintbls." 
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The  Board  of  Trade  are  extremely  de- 
airou^,  aa  the  hon.  Member  is  aware,  to 
Lave  the  fullest  inquiry  made  into  the 
conduct  of  the  debtor  in  aU  cases. 

INDIA— THE  POST  OFFICE  (MADRAS). 

Mb.  JUSTIN  M'CARTHY  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 
Whether  he  has  noticed  the  assertions 
repeatedly  made  of  late  in  the  Madras 
newspapers  that  the  Government  of 
Madras  have  opened  in  the  post  office 
letters  addressed  to  private  individuals  ; 
whetlior  lie  has  noticed  the  fact  that  one 
gentleman  has  officially  informed  the 
postal  HUtborities  that  he  has  evidence 
that  his  letters  are  regularly  copied 
while  in  the  Poflt;  and,  whether  it  is 
true  that  the  members  of  the  Governor's 
Start',  Madras,  are  allowed  by  the  Go- 
vernor to  send  letters  Home  at  soldiers' 
rates  of  postage  in  a  special  bag  from 
Government  House  ? 

Mb.  J.  K.  CROSS  :  The  India  Office 
has  no  official  information  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  I  have  been  unable  to  find  in 
recent  numbers  of  the  Madras  papers 
the  assertions  to  wiiich  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man called  my  attention.  It  would  save 
great  trouble  if  hon.  Members  asking 
Questions  about  newspaper  statements 
would  give  the  references.  As  regards 
the  last  paragraph  of  the  Question,  I 
have  to  say  that  the  Governor  General 
and  the  Governors  of  Madras  and  Bom- 
bay have  the  privilege  of  franking  a 
special  bag. 

EGYPT— SUt.  BLUNT. 

Mr.  JUSTIN  M'CARTHY  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Adairs,  Whether  the  Goveramont  intend 
to  make  any  amends  to  Mr.  Blunt  for 
the  treatment  he  received  from  Egyptian 
officials  aTid  English  officials  in  Egypt? 

LoKD  EDMOND  FITZMAURIOE: 
No,  Sir;  I  am  not  aware  that  Mr.  Blunt 
has  undergone  any  treatment  which 
would  entitle  him  to  receive  amends. 

Mr.  JUSTIN  M'CARTHY  gave 
Notice  that  he  would  cull  attention  to 
the  subject  on  the  Foreign  Office  Vote. 

INDIA  (MADRAS) -SETTLEMENT  OF 

T.VXATION. 
Mr.  JUSTIN  M'CARTHY  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 
Whether  the  Secretary  of  Stale  will  cause 
inquiries  to  bo  made  into  the  complaints 
made  by  the  Badaga  and  other  native 


cultivators  of  lands  on  the  Nilgiri  Hills, 
Madras,  against  the  settlement  of  taxa- 
tion now  being  effected  in  their  district; 
and,  whether  this  settlement,  dating 
from  1882,  is  of  a  novel  character? 

Mh.  J.  K.  CROSS:  The  settlement 
in  question  is  not  of  a  novel  character. 
Its  object  is  to  ascertain  titles,  to  demar- 
cate forest  reserves,  and  to  define  areas 
available  for  sale  under  the  Waste  Lands 
Rules.  The  Settlement  Officer  has  re- 
ported that  the  definition  of  village 
boundaries  is  not  popular  with  the  some 
of  the  people,  who  have  long  been  at 
feud  with  their  neighbours  as  to  grazing 
and  other  rights;  but  that  they  will  soon 
become  accustomed  to  it,  especially  as 
all  the  rights  and  privileges  they  have 
hitherto  enjoyed  are  secured  to  them. 
In  these  circumstances,  the  Secretary 
of  State  sees  no  necessity  for  ordering 
an  inquiry. 

EMIGRATION  (IRELAND)— THE  TUKE 
EMIGRATION  FUND. 

Mr.  HEAI.Y  asked,  ^Vhethe^  any 
Government  officials  audited  or  vouched 
the  expenditure  of  the  £-l(),000  of  public 
money  granted  to  the  Tuke  Emigration 
Fund  ;  where  can  the  accounts  be  seen  ; 
upon  whoso  recommendation  was  this 
large  sum  given ;  and,  will  the  Govern- 
ment explain  who  Mr.  Tuke  is,  or  on 
what  grounds  he  was  entrusted  with  such 
a  disbursement,  and  if  there  is  any  pre- 
cedent for  it  ? 

Mh.  TREVELY.\N:  The  lists  of  per- 
sons sent  out  by  Mr.  Tuke's  Committee 
have  always  been  submitted  to  a  member 
of  the  Eiuigration  Committee  acting 
under  the  Local  Government  Board,  and 
the  Government  grant  was  never  recom- 
mended until  ho  was  satisfied  that  the 
emigration  had  boon  carried  out.  There 
is  no  other  audit  of  the  actual  disburse- 
ment of  each  gn"ant,  uor  has  it  been  con- 
sidered neces.sary.  The  cost  of  emigra- 
tion is  considerably  in  excess  of  the 
grant,  and  proof  of  each  emigrant  having 
left  the  country  is  sufficient  evidence  of 
the  fact  that  the  Government  grant  has 
been  properly  appropriated.  The  Go- 
vernment made  their  grants  under  the 
provisions  of  Section  20  of  the  Arrears 
Act,  which  provided  that  grants  for 
emigration  purposes  might  be  made  to 
such  body  or  persons  as  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant might  approve.  The  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant had  every  confidence  in  the  gen- 
tlemen forming  Mr.  Tuke's  Committee. 
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Grants  have  in  the  same  manner  been 
made  to  four  other  Coinmittt'es  formed 
in  Ireland  under  the  provisions  of  the 
section  referred  to. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  asked  whe- 
ther the  attention  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  been  called  to  the  list  of 
paupers  at  Castle  Gai-den  sent  out  by 
Mr.  Tuke's  Committee  ? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN:  I  have  seen  a 
notice  in  the  newspapers  about  it.  I 
■will  make  inquiries  on  the  subject. 

Mh.  HEALY:  Would  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  answer  that  part  of  the  Ques- 
tion as  to  who  Mr.  Tuke  is? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN:  Mr.  Tuke  is  a 
man  of  great  benevolence,  who  has  done 
great  service. 

LAW  AND   JUSTICE    (IRELANB)— THE 
DUBLIN   SCANDALS. 

Mb.  HEALY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
If  there  is  any  foundation  for  the  follow- 
ing statement  of  Tfie  I')reeman  in  regard 
to  the  French-Cornwall  case : — 

"It  is  stated  that  Chief  Suporintondunt 
Mnlloa  has  l)eon  relieved  from  the  dutii>s  of 
Chief  Superintendent  of  the  Dublin  Metropoli- 
tan Police  pending  the  termin.ition  of  the  pre- 
sent inquiries  and  prohahio  trials.  His  duties 
will  he  temporarily  carried  out  by  Suporinlon- 
dent  Laracy,  of  the  B  Division  ;  " 

if  so,  on  what  grounds  and  by  whose 
orders  was  Mr.  Mallon  suspended  ;  and, 
have  the  Government  made  any  inquiry 
into  the  charges  of  neglect  brought 
against  Colonel  Bruce,  Inspector  Gene- 
ral, in  regard  to  the  French  case  ? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  :  The  statement 
quoted  has  no  foundation  beyond  the 
fact  that  Mr.  Mallon's  time  is  so  much 
occupied  at  present  that  it  has  been 
found  necessary  to  give  him  some  assist- 
ance in  his  ordinary  duties  ;  and  by  the 
desire  of  the  Commissioner  of  Police 
this  assistance  is  afforded  by  Super- 
intendent Laracy.  The  Government  see 
no  ground  for  reviewing  the  conduct  of 
Colonel  Bruce. 

ilAILWAYS— CHEAP  TRAIN.S  ACT,  1883 
—THE  MIDLAND  R^ULWAY. 
Me.  THOROLD  ROGERS  asked  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  On 
what  principle  the  fares  on  the  Midland 
Railway  from  Kentish  Town  to  Upper 
llolloway  are  charged  a  Passenger  Tax 
of  five  per  cent,  although  the  line  has 
ou  both  sides  masses  of    houses,    and 

llr.  Trevelyan 


although  there  is  a  street  Railway 
(called  a  Tramway)  from  Kentish  Town 
to  Upper  HoUoway  which  pays  no 
Passenger  Duty,  and  therefore  competes 
unfairly  with  this  part  of  the  Midland 
Railway  ? 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN :  According  to 
the  recommendation  of  the  officer  ap- 
pointed to  report  on  the  applications 
under  the  Cheap  Trains  Act,  1 883,  the 
district  to  which  the  hon.  Member  refers 
is  stated  not  to  be  one  which  in  the 
opinion  of  that  officer  complies  with 
the  conditions  specified  in  Clause  2,  sub- 
sections 2  and  3,  of  that  Act.  If,  how- 
ever, the  Railway  Company  consider 
thi/mselves  aggrieved  by  this  decision,  I 
.shall  be  very  happy,  on  receiving 
further  application,  to  reconsider  the 
matter. 

LAW  AND  POLICE-COUNTY  OF 
WATEUFORD. 

Mr,  O'DONNELL  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  How  many  police  form  the 
regular  free  force  in  the  county  of 
Waterford ;  how  many  of  this  force  havo 
been  on  service  outside  the  county  dur- 
ing the  past  sis  mouths  ;  and,  how  many 
police  have  been  charged  as  extra  police 
to  the  county  of  Waterford  in  the  same 
period  ? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN:  The  free  force 
!8  219.  The  present  extra  force  is  66. 
Without  time  for  inquiry,  I  cannot  say 
liow  many  men,  if  any,  have  been  sent 
out  of  the  county  during  six  months.  If 
the  hon.  Member  will  repeat  his  Ques- 
tion on  a  later  day  I  shall  be  happy  to 
answer  it. 

STRATT.S  SETTLEMENTS— THE  KAJAH 
OF  TENOM— CREW  OF  THE  "NISERO." 

Mr.  STOREY''  asked  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Aflairs,  Whe- 
ther the  Dutch  have  yet  given  a  definite 
reply  to  Earl  Granville's  Despatch  of 
July  19th,  80  as  to  obviate  further  delay 
in  the  active  operations  for  the  release 
of  the  crew  of  the  Mitero  ? 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE: 
Yes,  Sir.  Identical  instructions  have 
been  agreed  upon  and  despatched  tele- 
graphically, both  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government  and  the  Netherlands  Oo- 
vernmi'nt.  They  will  be  laid  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  PULESTON  asked  if  the  noble 
Lord  waa  aware  that  the   Paper  pr«« 
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Bented  to  Parliament  on  tliis  subject 
was  published  in  Holland  four  or  five 
days  before  it  was  given  to  the  Members 
of  that  Ilouse  ? 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURIOE : 
I  do  not  know  what  Paper  the  hon. 
Member  alludes  to,  because  the  Blue 
Books  published  hero  and  in  Holland 
wore  ftt  short  inter\-als. 

Mr.  PULESTON:  The  last  Blue 
Book. 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURIOE: 
I  do  not  think  that  is  possible.  The 
last  Papers  published  are  up  to  date. 

Mr,  iSTOliEY  asked  whether  our  offi- 
cials ou  the  spot  have  altored  thoir  oft- 
expressed  opinion  that  ac'tion  through 
or  with  the  Dutch  Government,  for 
securing  the  release  of  the  crew  of  the 
Nitert,  is  calculated  to  insure  failure ; 
nud  whether  oiu-  ofRcials  on  the  spot 
have  been  consulted  as  to  the  proposed 
joint  action  of  the  British  and  Dutch 
Oovernments  for  the  release  of  the  crew 
of  the  NUero  ? 

LoHD  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE : 
The  action  to  which  the  official-^  on  the 
spot  expressed  an  adverse  opinion  was 
not  the  present  plan,  which  contemplates 
the  use  of  joint  action  bj' the  two  Powers 
should  the  Rajah  refuse  to  release  the 
crew.  There  have  been  frequent  com- 
munications with  the  Governor  of  the 
Straits  Settlements  and  the  Acting  Go- 
vernor on  the  whole  subject;  and  if  the 
hon.  Momber  will  refer  to  page  68  of 
the  Papers  recently  laid  (Netherlands, 
No.  3)  ho  will  see  that  the  plan  now 
about  to  be  carried  out  was  communi- 
cated on  July  12  to  the  Acting  Governor, 
who  has  offered  no  objection  to  it. 

Mb.  SLAGG  :  May  I  ask  whether 
any  further  information  has  been  re- 
ceived as  to  the  condition  of  the  crew  ? 

LoHD  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE  : 
No  ;  not  since  the  last  statement  I  made. 

Mr.  STOREY:  The  noble  Lord  states 
that  our  otbcials  on  the  spot  have  not 
objected  to  the  pro«ont  procedure.  To- 
morrow I  will  refer  him  to  page  53  of 
the  Blue  Boiik,  where  the  Acting  Com- 
missioner states  that  unless  some  com- 
promise wore  effoctC'd  between  the  Dutch 
and  the  Natives  the  lives  of  the  crew 
would  be  sacrificed ;  and  I  will  nsk 
whether  our  Representatives  in  those 
parts  have  not  consistently  held  to  the 
opinion  that  action  through  the  Dutch 
is  Bure  to  result  in  the  death   of  the 


POOR  LAW  (SCOTLAND)  —  APPOINT- 
MENTS UNDEtt  THE  BOARD  OF 
SUI'ERVISION— irES.SRS.  A.  M-ETN- 
NON  AND  A.  MARTIN. 

Dr.  CAMERON  asked  the  Lord  Ad- 
vocate, Whether  it  is  true  that  Mr.  An- 
gus M'Kinnon  has  been  appointed  In- 
spector of  Poor  for  the  parish  of  Snizort, 
in  Skye  ;  whether  it  is  true  that  Mr. 
M'Kinnon  is  also  Inspector  of  Poor 
for  the  parish  of  Kilmuir,  and  lives  at  a 
distance  of  twenty-two  miles  from  one 
district  of  the  parish  of  Snizort,  and 
seven  miles  from  the  nearest  district ; 
whether  the  Mr.  Alexander  Martin,  who 
has  been  appointed  collector  of  poor  and 
school  rates  for  the  same  parish,  is  cor- 
rectly described  as  a  boy  of  fifteen  ;  and, 
whether  the  attention  of  the  Board  of 
Supervision  has  been  called  to  these  ap- 
pointments? 

Tub  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
B.-\lfour)  :  It  is  true  that  Mr.  Angus 
M'Kinnon  has  been  appointed  Inspec- 
tor of  Poor  for  the  parish  of  Snizort.  He 
is  also  Inspector  of  Poor  for  the  parish 
of  Kilmuir  ;  but  it  was  arranged  at  the 
time  of  his  appointment  that  he  should 
for  the  future  reside  at  Uig,  which  is  a 
place  in  the  parish  of  Snizort,  and  is,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Supervision, 
a  convenient  centre  from  which  the  two 
parishes  can  be  worked.  The  Board  of 
Supervision  do  not  discourage  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  same  Inspector  for  two 
parishoa,  as  it  is  often  possible  by  this 
means  to  secure  the  services  of  a  better 
class  of  Inspectors  than  could  be  obtained 
for  the  salary  which  one  parish  could 
afford  to  give.  Mr.  M'Kinnon's  salary 
for  his  recent  appointment  is  £31  10«. 
In  such  cases,  however,  the  Board  of 
Supervision  require  that  the  Parochial 
Board  should  appoint  some  person  to 
receive  applications  in  the  parish  where 
tliM  Inspector  does  not  reside;  and,  on  re- 
oeiviug  notice  of  Mr.  M'KiDuon'sappoint- 
ment,  the  Board  of  Supervision  called 
the  attention  of  the  Panwhial  Board  to 
this  rule.  I  am  informed  that  Mr.  -•Vlex- 
ander  ^Inrtin  is  a  youth  of  16  years  of 
age ;  that  ho  has  been  imanimously 
apjxiinted  by  the  Parochial  Board  as 
collector  of  rates  in  succession  to  his  de- 
ceased father,  for  whom  he  had  been 
doing  work  far  some  time  post,  and  he 
has  found  security  for  his  intromissions. 
Mr.  Martin's  appointment  was  not  inti- 
mated to  the  Board  of  Supervision,  tho 
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collector  being  exclusively  the  oflicer  of 
tho  Parochial  BoRrd,  remorablo  at  their 
pleasure. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH— CONDITION  OF  THE 
THAMES. 

Mb.  THOEOLD  ROGERS  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, Whether  he  can  inform  the  House 
as  to  the  communications  which  have 
passed  between  him  and  the  Metropoli- 
tan Board  of  Works  as  to  the  present 
pondition  of  the  Thames  between  Lon- 
don Bridge  and  Erith  or  thereabouts ; 
and,  whether  he  will  be  willing  to  lay 
upon  the  Table  of  tho  House  the 
Correspondence  which  has  passed  be- 
tween the  parties  who  have  cftlled 
and  paid  attention  to  the  facts,  and  the 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  and  him- 
self? 

Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOUET:  I  have 
been  for  more  than  two  years  in  commu- 
nication with  tho  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Works  as  to  the  very  serious  injury 
caused  by  tho  pollution  of  the  Thames 
through  the  outfall  of  the  London 
sewage.  I  have  addressed  several  letters 
to  the  Board  on  the  subject,  and  have 
received  replies  from  them.  If  my  hon. 
Friend  will  move  next  week  I  should  be 
very  happy  to  present  the  Correspond- 
ence to  the  House. 

PARLIAMENT— PUBLIC  BUSINESS- 
IRISH  BILLS  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  LuRDS. 
Mb.  PAENELL  asked  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury,  AVhethor  his  attention 
has  bei'n  called  to  the  fact  that  five 
Bills,  relating  exclusively  to  Ireland, 
have  been  rejected  during  the  present 
Parliament  by  the  Hou%e  of  Lords  after 
having  passed  the  House  of  Commons, 
viz.  the  Limitation  of  Costs  Bill,  the  Re- 
gistration of  Voters  Bill,  and  the  Com- 
pensation for  Disturbance  Bill  in  the 
Session  of  1880  ;  in  the  Session  of  1883 
the  Registration  of  Voters  Bill,  and,  in 
tlie  present  Session,  the  Poor  Law 
Guardians  Elections  Bill ;  that,  during 
the  same  period,  only  one  Bill  relating 
exclusively  to  Great  Britain,  viz.  the 
Local  Government  Board  (Scotland)  Bill, 
was  rejected  by  the  Lords  under  similar 
circumstances;  that,  during  the  same 
period,  the  only  Irish  Bills  of  a  conten- 
tious nature,  other  than  Coercion  Bills, 
which  have  received  the  Royal  Assent, 
were  the  Land  Act  and  Arrears  Act, 
passed  in  the  Sessions  of  1881  and  1882; 
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and,  whether,  in  view  of  these  facts,  and 
that  five  Irish  Bills  have  been  thus  re- 
jected to  one  Scotch  and  no  English  Bill, 
he  will  introduce  the  Poor  Law  Guardians 
Bill  as  a  Government  measure  during  the 
Autumn  Session,  or  send  it  back  to  the 
Lords  by  tacking  it  to  the  Appropriation 
Bill  this  SoFsiou. 

Mn.  O'DONNELL  :  I  beg  to  supple- 
ment the  Question  of  the  hon.  Member 
by  asking  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  fact  that  during  the  present  Parlia- 
ment upwards  of  20  measures  of  reform 
for  Ireland,  introduced  by  Irish  Mem- 
bers, have  been  rejected  by  Government 
majorities  in  the  House  of  Commons; 
whether  he  has  taken  into  consideration 
the  fact  that  in  the  present  Session  alone 
two  most  important  measures — one 
amending  the  Land  Law  Act,  and  the 
other  amending  the  Labourers'  Dwell- 
ings Act — were  summarily  rejected  on 
second  readings  in  this  House  ;  and  that 
a  third  measure — the  Purchase  of  Land 
(Ireland)  Bill — was  withdrawn  by  the 
Government,  merely,  I  believe,  to  pro- 
duce some  political  scenic  effect ;  and, 
whether  there  is  anj'  possibility  of  the 
Irish  people  being  relieved  from  the 
constant  obstruction  to  Irish  domestic 
interests  by  both  Houses  of  the  Im- 
perial Parliament  ? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  I  assure  the  hon. 
Member,  who  has  put  his  Q\iestion  for 
the  purpose  of  what  he  calls  scenic 
effect,  if  he  wishes  to  call  my  attention 
to  any  matter,  I  must  request  that  some 
Notice  shall  be  given  to  enable  me  to 
give  my  attention  to  the  very  elaborate 
query  such  as  that  he  has  now  framed. 
With  respect  to  the  Question  on  the 
Paper,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  recitals 
of  the  hon.  Member  are  accurately  made ; 
but  I  have  not  had  them  under  con- 
sideration except  in  connection  with  this 
particular  subject.  As  regards  the  last 
paragraph  of  the  Question,  I  regret  ex- 
tremely, in  company  with  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland, 
the  loss  of  the  Bill  to  which  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  refers. 
The  Question  divides  itself  into  three 
parts — one  whether  the  Bill  can  be  in- 
troduced as  a  Government  measure ; 
another,  whether  it  can  be  introduced 
at  the  Autumn  Session  as  a  Government 
measure ;  and  a  third,  whether  it  can 
be  tacked  on  to  the  Appropriation  Bill  ? 
Now,  taking  these  in  the  reverse  order, 
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it  cannot  lie  tacked  on  to  tlie  Appropria- 
tion Bill ;  that  is  a  practice-  contrary  to 
Parliamentary  usage. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR:  The 
Paper  Duties  Bill. 

Ma.  GLADSTONE:  I  cannot  under- 
take it.  Moreover,  if  it  wore  open  to 
us  to  tack  anything  to  the  Appropriation 
Bill  I  am  not  sui-e  that  another  measure 
would  not  take  precedunce  over  this. 
However,  we  cannot  entertain  that  sub- 
ject at  all.  Neither,  at  the  presont  mo- 
ment, can  the  Oovernment  entertain  a 
proposal  for  the  re-introductiou  of  the 
Bill  during  the  Autumn  iSession.  The 
House,  of  course,  will  exercise  its  own  dis- 
cretion as  towhat  itshall  entertain  during 
the  Session ;  but  if  the  Governmout 
were  to  go  beyond  this  particular  Bill 
— setting  aside  the  ea.ie  of  urgent  neces- 
sity— with  reference  to  which  they  have 
advised  Her  Majesty  to  call  Parliament 
together,  it  is  quite  evident  that  they 
would  fmd  it  very  difficult  to  stop  the 
addition  of  other  measures.  There  is 
one,  for  instance,  to  which  the  hoii. 
Member  (Mr.  O'Donnell)  just  referred. 
The  most  important  practical  part  of  the 
Question  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
City  of  Cork  I  conceive  to  be  whether  it 
will  bo  a  Government  men.sure.  I  can- 
not give  a  positive  answer  to  that  at  the 
present  moment.  No  doubt  the  hon. 
Member  heard  the  reply  of  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  the  other  day  as  to 
the  keen  regret  with  which  he  viewed  the 
rejection  of  the  Bill ;  and  certainly  we 
shall  carefully  consider  whether  it  can 
be  made  a  Government  measure.  A 
Bill  of  this  kind,  as  Parliamentary  Busi- 
ness used  to  be  conducted — a  Bill  which 
was  not  opposed — not  very  seriously  op- 
posed in  this  House 

Mr.  GIBSON:  The  conduct  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  compelled  opposition. 

Mr.  HEjVLY  :  It  was  not  divided 
against  at  any  stage. 

Ma.  GLADSTONE :  I  believe  it  was 
passed  without  occupying  a  very  great 
deal  of  the  time  of  the  House.  In  for- 
mer times  it  was  practicnlde  to  send 
Bills  of  this  kind  to  the  House  of 
Lords  within  two  or  three  weeks  at 
the  beginning  of  the  Session ;  but 
they  are  now  occupied  by  the  debate 
ou  the  Address.  Supply  has  then  to  be 
taken,  and  the  opportunities  of  dis- 
cussing such  a  Bill  as  this  are  in- 
definitely postponed.  All  I  can  say  is 
that    the    Goverumeut  will    take    into 


their  careful  consideration  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  Bill  can  be  made  a 
Government  measure  ;  and,  if  so,  it  will 
be  put  forward  in  that  light. 

TOWNS      IMPROVEJIENT      (IRELAND) 
ACT— THE    ENNIS    TOWN    COMMIS- 

SIOXERK. 

Mr.  KENNY  asked  Mr.  Solicitor 
General  for  Ireland,  If  his  attention 
has  been  directed  to  the  fact  that  the 
Towns  Improvement  Act  has  ceased 
to  be  in  force  in  Ennis  consequent 
upon  the  lapse  of  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners ;  if  a  Resolution  of  the  Ennia 
Board  of  Guardians,  dated  April  9th, 
was  sent  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  asking  for  instructions  how  to  act 
under  the  new  duty  thrown  upon  them 
as  Sanitary  Authority,  desiring  to  know 
if  it  was  competent  for  them  to  take  over 
the  waterworks  and  to  undertake  the 
lighting  of  the  town,  and  to  levy  the 
necessary  taxation  ;  if  the  questions  sent 
were  submitted  to  the  Law  Officers,  and 
when  will  the  answer  uf  the  Law 
Officers  be  given  ;  Lf,  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  it  is  provided  (see  Clauses 
80  and  'l'i'2)  that  the  lighting  and 
cleansing  of  the  town  may  be  curried  on 
by  the  Sanitary  Authority  ;  upon  what 
grounds  it  is  stated  that  the  waterworks 
under  existing  circumstances  vest  in  the 
Crown  ;  and,  if  it  is  not  perfectly  legal 
for  the  Local  Government  Board  to 
direct  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  assume 
control  of  them  ? 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walker):  Sir,  my 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  fact 
that  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  has 
ceased  to  apply  to  Ennis,  by  reason  of 
the  Town  Commissioners  ceasing  by 
their  own  default  to  exist  as  a  Corporate 
Body.  A  case  was  submitted  to  the  Law 
Officers,  and  they  have  advised  that  on 
the  Town  Commissioners  ceasing  to  exist 
the  waterworks  vested  in  the  Crown 
as  bona  vacantia.  I  think  the  lighting 
cannot  be  carried  on  by  the  Guardians 
under  Clauses  80  and  232,  nor  a  rate 
be  levied  by  them  for  the  purpose ;  nor 
is  it  competent  for  the  Local  Government 
Board  to  <lirect  the  Guardians  to  assume 
control  over  the  lighting  and  existing 
waterworks.  The  case  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  contemplated  by  the  Public 
Health  Art ;  nnd  I  have  brought  in  a 
short  Bill  to  meet  this  and  similar  cases. 
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POOR   LAW    (TRELAXD)  —  COIXECTOR 

OF  POOR  RATES,  RATHKEALE 

UNION,  CO.  LntEUIClv. 

Mb.  JOHN  EEDMOND  asked  the 
Chief  Seci-etary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Wliether  his  attention  has 
bf>en  called  to  the  election  of  Mr. 
Michael  Slattcry  as  collector  of  poor 
rates  for  No.  1  District  of  Kathkeale 
Union,  county  Limerick ;  -whether,  on 
June  "iSth,  the  Poor  Law  Board  fixed 
July  9th  as  date  for  holding  tlie  elec- 
tion ;  whether,  on  July  2nd,  a  meeting 
of  the  said  Board,  largely  composed  of 
tx-officio  Guardians,  passed  a  resolution 
postponing  said  election  until  23rd  July; 
whether  resolutions  negativing  former 
decisions  of  the  Board  are  not  illogal, 
according  to  the  Articles  provided  for 
guidance  of  Boards  of  Guardians  by  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  without  fourteen  days'  notice, 
and,  consequently,  whether  the  adjouru- 
ment  of  said  flection  was  not  illegal ; 
whether,  on  the  original  date  fixed  for 
the  election,  namely,  July  9lh,  a  quorum 
of  Guardians  assembled  and  elected  Mr. 
Michael  Slaltery  poor  rate  collector  for 
the  district ;  and,  whether  such  election 
was  not  perfectly  legal  ? 

Mb.  TREVELYAN:  The  original 
date  fixed  for  the  election  of  a  collector 
was  the  !Hh  of  July,  as  stated ;  and  on 
the  2nd  of  July  a  resolution  was  unani- 
mously adopted  postponing  it  to  the 
S.'Jrd,  on  the  ground  that  the  majority 
of  thu  Guardians  would  be  unable  to 
attend  on  account  of  the  Assizes  and  the 
Coleraine  Horse  Fair.  On  the  postponed 
date  32  Guardians  attended,  and  a  col- 
lector was  appointed.  It  is  true  that 
Article  13  of  the  General  Beguiations 
as  to  procoedings  of  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians provides  that  no  resolution  pre- 
viously adopted  shall  be  rescinded  with- 
out H  days'  notice;  but  the  Local 
Government  Board  do  not  consider  that 
that  was  ever  intended  to  apply  to  a 
case  such  as  this,  in  wliich  a  Board  of 
Oufirdians,  finding  that  circumstances 
would  make  it  inconvenient  to  hold  an 
election  on  the  day  fixed,  unanimously 
adjourned  it  to  another,  serving  notice 
on  every  member,  and  advertising  ac- 
cordingly. It  would,  no  doubt,  have 
been  more  strictly  regular  if  the  Guar- 
dians had  received  the  applications  ou 
the  date  originally  fixed,  and  then  post- 
poned the  election.     With  regard  to  the 


election  of  Mr.  Slattery,  there  is  no  doabt 
that  it  was  not  valid,  as  he  was  a  sitting 
Guardian  at  the  time,  and  therefore  in- 
eligible. The  circumatances  of  his  elec- 
tion wore  as  fijllows: — Notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  all  the  Guardians  were 
aware  of  the  postponement,  four  of  them 
— of  whom  Sfr.  ISlattery  was  one — at- 
tended on  the  date  originally  fixed.  He 
handed  in  his  resignation  of  the  office  of 
Guardian  to  the  other  three,  who  pro- 
ceeded to  elect  him  to  the  position  of 
collector.  The  Guardians  have  no  power 
to  accept  tho  resignation  of  one  of  their 
number,  and  Mr.  Slattery  was,  there- 
fore, still  a  Guardian  uutil  his  resigna- 
tion was  accepted  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  who  did  not  receive  it  until 
eight  days  later. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (ilETROPOLIS)— THE 
DEATH  RATE  IN  LONDON. 

Mu.  RITCHIE  asked  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury,  Whether  he  has  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  the  medical  officer 
of  health  of  St.  Goorge's-in-the-East 
on  the  subject  of  his  late  comparison  of 
the  death  rate  in  the  sub-district  of  St, 
John's  in  that  parish  with  the  death  rate 
of  St.  John's  Paddington,  to  the  elTect 
that  in  St.  John's,  St.  George's-in-the 
East,  311  out  of  the  total  number  of 
480  deaths  registered  there  occurred  in 
the  infirmary  of  the  parish,  which  is 
situated  in  that  sub-district,  and  that 
6j  acres  out  of  a  total  area  of  98  acres 
are  occupied  by  the  docks  with  n  popu- 
lation estimated  at  318  persons,  thus 
making  tho  density  of  the  iKjpulalion, 
exclusive  of  tho  docks,  244  to  an  acre ; 
and,  whether  he  proposes  to  make  fur- 
ther inquiry  into  the  facts  of  tho  case 
with  a  view  of  correcting  the  statomonC 
made  by  him  if  he  finds  his  previous 
statement  was  based  on  insufficient  in- 
formation ? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE,  in  reply,  said,  ha 
had  received  the  letter  to  which  the 
Question  referred ;  and  ho  assumed  tlint 
tho  gentleman  who  wrote  it  would  take 
whatever  steps  he  thought  fit  to  give 
publicity  to  it.  The  statement  he  (Mr. 
Gladstone)  had  mado  was  strictly  accu- 
rate ;  but  there  wore  circumstances  which 
the  knowledge  of  tho  medical  otTicor 
enabled  him  to  supply  that  modified  tho 
inferences  to  bo  drawn  from  it. 

EGYPT -THE  CONFERENCE. 
Sir  STAFFORD  NORTHCOXE:    I 
wish  to  ask  the  Prime  Minister  whether 
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he  is  in  a  positioa  to  make  any  state- 
ment with  repard  to  the  Conference  ? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  The  Conference 
met  to-day,  as  I  rathor  think  I  intimated 
would  be  the  case  wlion  I  was  last 
questioned  on  the  8ubj«:t,  A  point  of 
oonsiderablo  importance  arose  in  the 
course  of  the  discussion  to-dny  on  which 
the  Pleuipotentiarifs  found  it  necessary 
to  refer  to  their  Qoverumonts.  They  all 
of  them  undertook  to  press  for  an  imme- 
diate reply ;  and  I  should  hope  that 
moist  or  all  of  them  will  obtain  it,  even 
in  the  short  time  in  which  they  hope  to 
obtain  it — that  is  to  say,  by  the  hour  of 
Business  to-morrow.  They  intend  to 
meet  to-morrow,  in  the  hope  that  thoy 
may  be  in  possession  of  a  reply.  I  can- 
not say  it  is  quite  certain  they  will  be  ; 
but  1  feel  perfectly  assured  thoy  will 
use  every  etfort  to  press  the  matter 
forward, 

SUPPLY-CIVIL  SERVaCE  ESTIMATES- 
THE  FOREIUN  OFFICE  VOTE. 

LoHD  EANDOLPH  CHURCHILL 
asked  the  First  Isord  of  the  Treasurj', 
When  the  Vote  for  the  Foreign  Office 
would  come  on  ?  It  would  be  very  con- 
venient to  Members  if  some  day  for  it 
were  fisod ;  because  there  were  many 
points  of  detail  which  would  have  to  be 
discussed. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE,  in  reply,  said, 
that  he  thought  they  were  sufficiently 
provided  with  Business  for  that  night 
and  to-morrow  night:  but  he  did  not 
know  whether  the  Business  for  Wednes- 
day was  absolutely  settled,  and  it  was  a 
question  whether  the  House  should  not 
proceed  with  the  consideration  of  the 
first  Zulu  Vote.  To-morrow'.s  Business 
would  be  the  Civil  Service  Estimates, 
and,  he  believed,  the  Irish  Law 
Charges. 

PALACE  OF  WESTMIXSTER  —  HOUSE 
OF  COMMONS  —  VENTILATION  OF 
THE  HOUSE. 

Mn.  THOROLD  ROGER.S :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  "WHiether  the  rumour  is  cor- 
rect that  on  a  late  occasion,  when  the 
Houses  of  Parliament  were  exceptionally 
full,  and  should  have  been  supplied  with 
pure  air,  sswage  gas  by  some  agency 
was  pumped  into  both  Houses  by  those 
admirable  authorities  who  manage  the 
Metropolis  ? 


Siu  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  I  be- 
lieve a  Committee  has  been  appointed  by 
you,  Sir,  to  inquire  into  this  matter,  and 
therefore  I  need  not  make  a  statement 
on  the  subject. 

EfJYFr  (EVENTS    IN  THE   SOUDAN)— 
THE  THE-YTY  WITH   AIJYS.SIXIA. 

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON  :  With 
reference  to  the  answer  given  by  the 
noble  Lord  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs,  I  beg  to  ask,  AVlie- 
ther,  by  Article  3  of  the  Abyssinian 
Treaty,  by  which  the  King  of  Abyssinia 
engages  to  facilitate  the  withdrawal  of 
the  Khedive's  troops  from  the  Soudan, 
he  is  to  allow  those  troops  to  pass 
through  his  territory,  or  whether  it  con- 
templates the  sending  of  an  army  to  the 
Soudan  ? 

Loan  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE : 
There  is  a  Question  on  this  subject  on 
the  Paper  for  to-morrow,  and  I  shall 
answer  the  hon'.  Baronet's  Question 
then. 

NOTICE    OF   RESOLUTION. 


rARLIA:HENT— THE  LORDS  AND  THE 
REPRESENTATION  OF  THE  PEOPLE 
BILL. 

Mr.  WILLIS  :  I  beg  to  give  Notice 
that  at  the  earliest  opportunity  I  shall 
move  the  following  Resolution  : — 

'*  That  it  18  necessary  to  declare  that  the 
House  of  Lords,  in  rejecting  ihe  Reprogentntion 
of  the  People  Bill  for  the  purpose  of  forcing  the 
Ministers  of  the  Crown  to  dissolre  Parliament, 
has  abused  its  authority,  encroached  upon  the 
prerogative  of  the  Crown,  and  Bsaniled  the  in- 
dependence of  this  House ;  and,  ia  refusing  ita 
assent  to  the  Second  Reading  of  the  said  13ill 
because  it  did  not  contain  provisions  for  the  ro- 
diatribution  of  Electoral  Power,  has  violated  the 
fundnniontal  right  and  privileije  of  this  House 
to  dntermine  in  what  order  it  will  redress  tha 
grievances  that  happen  nithintbe  realm." 

Mr.  NEWDEGATE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Whether 
Her  Majesty's  Government  will  give  any 
facilities  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Notice  which  has  just  been  given  ? 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  No  application 
has  yet  been  made  for  the  consideration 
of  this  subject  by  the  hon.  Member  who 
has  given  Notice ;  and  it  is  not  usual  to 
reply  to  an  application  from  another 
Member,  even  from  one  so  much  re- 
spected as  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
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ORDERS    OF    Tne   DAT. 

SUPPLY— ARMY  ESTIMATES. 

SupPLK — eotuidertd  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committoe.) 

(1.)  £31,600,  Miscellaneous  Effoctivo 
Services. 

Me.  PULESTON  said,  that  upon  this 
Vote  he  wished  to  call  attention  to  the 
subjoct  of  the  su8i)eusion  of  the  Com- 
pulsory Clauses  of  the  Oontn^ions  Dia- 
easos  Act.  In  the  course  of  the  Session 
he  had  been  anxious  to  obtain  an  oppor- 
tunity for  saying  something  on  the  sub- 
ject under  a  little  more  favourable  cir- 
cumstances than  he  could  have  now,  at 
that  late  period  of  the  Session.  How- 
ever, late  as  the  period  of  the  Session 
•was,  he  felt  it  his  duty  not  only  to  his 
constituents,  but  to  the  public  gi'uerally. 
to  bring  the  question  I'orsvard.  Lnst 
year  the  Resolution  moved  by  his  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Ilalifax 
(Mr.  Htansfeld)  was  passed  by  what  he 
would  call  a  soit  of  snatch  vote  in  the 
House;  and  bethought  he  might  say, 
without  his  riglit  hon.  Friend  venturing 
to  contradict  him,  that  the  country  en- 
tertained the  confident  hope  that  after 
the  triumph  obtained  by  the  right  hon. 
Qentleman,  the  Government  would,  as 
soon  as  possible,  give  effect  to  it  by 
bringing  in  a  Bill  based  on  the  lines  of 
the  Resolution ;  no  one  eould  have 
dreamt  that  the  Resolution  then  passed 
would  have  immediate  effect  given  to  it 
by  the  Government  by  repealing  the 
existing  law.  Ho  thought  ho  had  a 
right  to  say  that  the  course  taken  by  the 
Government  was  altogether  uu-Parlia- 
mentary  and  un-Constitutional.  What 
he  had  complained  of,  and  what  he  still 
complained  of,  was  not  that  the  Com- 
pulsory Clauses  of  the  Act  should  have 
been  suspended,  but  that  they  should 
have  been  suspended  before  anything 
was  put  in  their  place.  They  were  jiro- 
niised  that  a  Bill  should  be  introduced. 
A  Bill  wivs  laid  upon  the  Table  late  last 
Session ;  but  it  was  afterwards  practically 
withdrawn  by  tho  noble  Marquess  (the 
Marquess  of  Hartington),  who  promised 
another  Bill  with  some  alterations.  That 
Bill  was  also  introduced  and  withdrawn, 
and  a  third  Bill  promised  this  Session. 
Nothing,  however,  had  boen  done,  and 
they  were  now  at  the  close  of  the 
second  year  since  the  Compulsory  Clauses 


of  the  Act  were  suspended.  A  Return 
had  boen  issued  by  the  War  Office,  in 
which  the  figures  strongly  indicated  the 
deplorable  consequences  which  had  re- 
sulted from  the  suspension  of  the  Acts. 
It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  those 
who  were  in  favour  of  the  Acf.s  bad  not 
raised  an  agitation  upon  the  subject. 
They  had  no  paid  Committee,  no  paid 
agents,  and  no  paid  secretary.  They 
had  neither  spent  himdreds  nor  thou- 
sands of  pounds,  and  therefore  they  had 
no  opportunity  of  replying  to  the  enor- 
mous quantity  of  literature  which  was 
issued  upon  this  subject  day  after  day, 
and  distributed  broadcast  throughout 
the  country.  Their  only  course  was  to 
bring  the  matter  under  the  attention  of 
the  House ;  and,  although  he  regretted 
to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Committee,  no 
other  course  was  open  to  him.  He  had 
received  the  other  day  a  somewhat  im- 
portant letter,  which  ho  was  about  to 
quote,  from  the  paid  .secretary  of  the 
Association  for  the  repeal  of  these  Acts, 
who,  condescendingly  referring  to  the 
answer  of  the  Hume  Secretary  to  a  Ques- 
tion he  (Mr.  Fuleston)  had  put,  wrote  as 
follows:  — 

"  Apropos  of  the  Home  Sccretary'.s  prepared 
answer  to  your  Question  yeaterilay,  1  beg  to 
ciiU  your  attention  to  the  iocIoBed.  If,  as  a 
iuperintondent  of  the  police  in  your  boroujfh 
eayg — '  It  is  propostorous  thst  the  Home  Secre- 
tary should  bo  hoodwinked  in  auch  a  manner 
with  the  cock-nnd-bull  stories  about  the  much 
worse  state  of  Devonport ;  surely  it  is  not  oiJy 
propostcrouB,  but  disgraceful,  that  persona 
should  seek  to  hoodwink  you  in  a  similar 
manner.' " 

Now,  he  (Mr.  Pulestou)  did  not  think 
he  wus  very  much  hoodwinked  in  the 
matter.  When  he  first  went  to  Devon- 
port,  ho  went  without  prejudice.  As 
far  as  he  knew  anj-tbiug  about  the 
working  of  the  Acts,  his  prejudice  was 
rather  against  than  in  favour  ot  them  ; 
but  having  paid,  as  he  considered  him- 
self bound  to  do,  a  great  deal  of  atten- 
tion to  the  subject,  having  been  Presi- 
dent of  the  Royal  Albert  Hospital,  and 
having  gone  into  the  figures  and  the 
assumed  facts  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Halifax  (Mr.  Stnns- 
feldj,  time  after  time,  he  felt  himself 
unable  to  come  to  any  other  conclusion, 
with  duo  regard  to  common  honesty, 
than  that  the  Acts,  objectionable  asthoy 
were  to  some  people,  were  necessary. 
The  noble  Marquess  theSecretary  of  State 
for  War  had  told  the  House,  on  more  than 
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one  occasion,  in  answer  to  himself  (Mr. 
Puloston)  and  other  Members,  that  it  was 
no  part  of  tho  duty  of  the  Government 
to  protect  the  morals  of  the  counnunitv 
among  whom  these  Acts  were  enforced. 
Perhaps  the  noble  Marquess  would  bear 
with  him  when  he  siiid  that  that  was 
not  altogether  so,  because,  if  an  Impe- 
rial Government  established  barracks, 
naval  depots,  and  dockyards  in  particular 
localities,  they  certainly  owed  it  to  the 
community  at  largo  to  protect  tho  in- 
habitants of  such  districts  from  the  con- 
eequences  of  placing  large  bodies  of 
soldiers  and  sailors  there.  He  thought 
that  80  muo)i,  at  all  events,  ought  to  bo 
readily  concodod  by  tho  noble  Marquess. 
In  view  of  the  statement  contained  in 
the  letter  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Metro- 
politan Repeal  Association  which  he 
had  just  road  to  the  Committee,  he  (Mr. 
Puloston)  had  taken  pains  to  inquire 
specially  into  tho  conditiun  of  the  sub- 
ject at  this  moment  in  order  that  he 
might  not  be  accused  of  quoting  ancient 
history.  He  had,  therefore,  written 
last  week  to  friends  ot  Plymouth,  Devon- 
poit,  and  Stonehouse,  asking  them  to 
let  him  know  how  the  matter  stood  now. 
He  had  received  a  letter  from  the  Mayor 
of  Plymouth — n  gentleman  who  was 
known  to  a  good  many  Members  of  that 
House.  At  one  time  the  Mayor  was 
Chairman  of  the  Liberal  Committee  in 
Plymouth,  and  he  was  a  man  very  much 
respected  in  the  borough.  Well,  the 
Mayor  of  PljTUOuth  said — 

"  I  was  nt  one  time  strongly  opposed  to  the 
Acts  ;  but,  havinp  seen  the  uniformly  judicious 
action  of  the  Metropolitan  Police,  and  the  great 
improvement  that  was  brout^ht  about  in  our 
town,  I  was  compelled  to  admit  the  bcnefieiiil 
influence  of  the  Acts.  Since  the  Government 
have  ceased  to  give  effect  to  tlio  Acts,  I  can  only 
say  there  is  a  general  testimony  us  to  the  sadly 
alt«rod  condition  of  our  streets,  and  also  as  to 
the  groat  increnao  in  tho  extent  and  virulence 
of  disease.  The  magistrates  ure  unanimous  in 
their  desire  to  see  the  Acts  again  in  operation, 
und,  at  the  same  lime,  they  feel  that  the  locjil 

?oliea  are  not  suilnblo  agents  to  be  employed 
or  the  purpose.  I  sc<e  much  of  the  opposition 
comes  from  Members  who  are  ignorant,  or  who 
represent  coustituents  ignorant,  of  the  real 
worlring  of  the  Acts :  and  1  believe  if  they  knew 
something  of  tho  places  where  tho  Acts  have 
been  in  operation,  not  only  reducing  disease, 
but  lessening  prustitution,  and,  in  many  cases, 
leading  to  reformation,  their  objections  would  bo 
withdrawn." 

He  considered  it  right  to  troulde  tho 
Committee  with  these  matters,  because 
it  was  the  only  way  in  which  he  could 
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give  an  authoritative  denial  to  the  leaflets 
that  wore  constantly  issued  by  tho  Asso- 
ciation of  which  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Halifax  (Mr.  Stansfeld)  was  the 
distinguished  head.  Surely,  when  he 
stated  in  that  House,  on  the  evidence 
of  gentlemen  of  all  political  Parties, 
and  of  the  magistrates,  that  they  were 
unanimous  in  desiring  to  see  the  Acts 
again  in  operation,  he  trusted  that  hon. 
Members  would  accept  that  statement  in 
preference  to  tho  one  which  was  con- 
tained in  the  letter  written  to  him  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Association.  He  thought 
the  right  hou.  Geutionian  himself,  and  hia 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Member  for 
Stockport  (Mr.  Hop  wood)  who  sat  near 
him,  and  who  took  an  equal  interest  in 
the  matter,  would  feel  Ludined  to  repu- 
diate any  such  authority  as  that  which 
he  had  quoted.  Tho  ex-Mayor  of  Ply- 
mouth, also  a  gentleman  very  well  known, 
and  possessing  great  intluence  in  that 
part  of  the  country,  said — 

"  The  increase  of  disorder  in  the  streets,  tho 
increase  of  juvenile  prostitution,  the  increase  of 
disease,  and  the  loss  of  the  opportunities  for 
preventive  and  rescue  work,  which  were  afforded 
and  made  use  of  under  the  operation  of  the  Acts, 
are  now  remarkably  apparent." 

Mr.  Shelly  went  on  to  say — 

"Suspension  has  had  its  natunj  effect,  and 
the  streets  are  still  more  disorderly  than  they 
were  when  the  Acta  were  in  operation.  The 
m.-igistrates  are  very  stern,  and  do  everything 
they  can  in  urder  to  iniuimize  the  effect  pro- 
duced by  the  susponaion  of  the  Acts." 

He  adds— 

"  We  are  greatly  shocked  and  alarmed  at  the 
large  proportion  of  very  young  girls  now  in  the 
streets.  What  I  may  call  irregular  prostitution 
— by  servant  girls,  dressmakers,  and  even  by 
women  in  a  higher  position  of  life — is  on  the  in- 
crease. The  fear  of  registration  under  the  Acta 
was  a  great  deterrent  to  women  of  this  class, 
and  tho  police,  acting  under  the  Acts,  were  able 
to  warn  them,  and  to  prevent  many  of  them 
from  going  astray  ;  but  this  influence  being 
now  removed,  there  is  no  check  upon  them.  I 
have  had  brought  under  my  notice  specially, 
both  in  this  way  and  as  a  magistrate,  tho  great 
mischief  which  is  done  by  tho  Inrga  liberty 
granted  to  the  boys  on  board  the  training-ships. 
This  is  a  matter  which  ought  to  bo  bronght  to 
the  notice  ot  the  Admiralty." 

He  (Mr.  Puleston)  had  received  a  great 
many  other  letters,  with  which  he  would 
not  trouble  the  Committee ;  but  tboy 
brought  the  question  right  down  to  tho 
present  day.  Tho  letter  he  held  in  his 
hand  was  one  from  a  very  prominent 
member  of  hia  constituency,  who  was 
disposed,  in  tho  first  instauoe,  to  look 
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favourably  upon  the  repeal  of  those  Acta, 
anrl  who  had  done  everything  to  study 
the  question  fi-om  a  conscientious  point 
of  view.     He  wrote  as  follows  : — 

"  Xotwilhslanding  thfiso  views,  with  which 
von  ore  fainiliiir,  ono  thing  is  very  certnin,  nnil 
I  am  obliged  to  confesa  it — iiiunoly,  that  the 
diavase  is  worse  now  than  it  has  boen  for  some 
time  ;  and  I  may  say  em[ihntically  that  the  dis- 
ease is  more  ])revalont  in  other  places  than  it 
was  before,  and  the  increased  pre\'alence  of  the 
disease  is  a  matter  of  general  remark,  but  I 
gpealc  of  it  as  knowing  it  in  my  profesaional 
practice." 

The  Town  Clerk  of  Devonport,  also,  who 
was  not  a  gentleman  who  did  him  (Mr. 
Pideston)  the  honour  of  supporting  him 
politically,  but  who  occupied  a  very 
high  position  in  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try, and  was  not  likely  to  err  in  any 
statement  he  made,  because  he  was  con- 
stantly on  the  spot,  wrote  as  follows  : — 

"There  is  a  general  concurrence  of  opinion 
in  our  town  that  the  virtual  discontinuance  of 
the  operation  of  the  Contagious  Diseases  Acts, 
as  regards  their  compulsory  powers,  bus  brought 
about  B  most  remiu-kable  state  of  things,  only 
too  aiipareut  in  the  condition  of  our  streets,  and 
in  the  condition  and  behaviour  of  women  and 
young  girls  of  loose  character.  Hero,  na  in  other 
towns,  it  is  found  to  be  practicjiUy  impossible 
for  the  local  police  to  act  without  the  Compulsory 
Clauses." 

lie  (Mr.  Puleston)had  taken  thelibertj' 
of  reading  the  evidence  of  some  of  the 
leadiug  gentlemen  in  the  three  towns, 
and  thoroughly  well  known ;  and  he  could 
not  imagine  that  it  was  possible  for  any 
hon.  Member  to  get  up  in  that  House 
and  argue  in  support  of  the  views 
enunciated  in  the  leafllets  issued  and 
statements  made  by  this  Metropoli- 
tan Repeal  -Association,  or  whatever 
its  name  might  bo.  An  important  Me- 
morial to  the  Prime  Minister  from  the 
Association  had  been  placed  in  his  hands 
that  afternoon.  It  was  addressed  to  the 
Prime  Minister  by  working  men,  and 
was  represented  to  be  "The  Memorial 
of  the  Working  Men's  National  League 
for  the  Bepeal  of  the  Contagious  Acts." 
There  were  several  statements  contained 
in  it  which  wore  altngether  unwarranted. 
One  was  that,  under  1  lie  operation  of  the 
Acts,  women  were  set  apart  for  immoral 
purposes.  Of  oouise,  that  was  simply 
untrue  ;  there  was  nothing  of  the  kind, 
either  direct  or  indirect;  and  it  was  a 
remarkable  fact  that  serious  men,  or  a 
serious  Association,  should  allow  them- 
selves to  make  use  of  such  language,  for 
which  there  was  not  the  least  foundation 
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whatever.  Among  the  papers  put  in  his 
hands  was  a  translation  from  a  speech 
by  a  well-known  French  Professor,  in 
wiiiih  the  speaker  gloated  over  the 
action  taken  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
because  he  believed  that  it  would  help 
them  in  France  to  do  away  with  Stato- 
rogulated  vice.  Now,  he  (Mr.  Pideston) 
would  be  just  as  much  opposed  to  State- 
regulated  vice,  if  it  were  introduced  into 
this  country,  as  any  hon.  Member  oppo- 
site, and  he  would  join  cordially  with 
them  in  preventing  the  adoption  of  any  j 
such  scheme  of  registration,  or  anything  i 
else  in  this  country  which  might  connect  | 
the  operation  of  these  Acts  with  the  sys- 
tem now  in  vogue  in  France.  To  assert 
that  there  was  anything  in  these  Acts  in 
the  nature  of  the  French  system  was 
simply  to  mislead  the  public  of  this 
country.  He  knew  that  it  was  a  very 
easy  thing  indeed  to  go  upon  a  platform 
in  this  country,  and  place  before  religious 
people  the  enormous  evil  of  State-regu- 
lated vice ;  but  the  agitation  vas  con- 
ducted under  a  false  name  by  paid  1 
agents.  The  Memorial  he  held  in  hisi 
hand  professed  to  be  signed  by  working 
men,  ;  but,  on  looking  over  the  signa- 
tures, he  found  that  they  were  those  of 
professors  of  literature,  editors  of  news- 
papers, and  so  on.  Nevertheless,  it  was 
called  a  Working  Man's  Association. 
Against  that  Memorial  he  had  another 
which  was  signed  by  every  magistrate  in  ^m 
Plymouth,  with  the  exception  of  three,  ^H 
and  their  signatures  were  not  appended  ^i 
to  it  simply  because  they  happened  to 
be  absent  at  the  time  the  Memorial  was 
drawn  up  ;  but  they  were  in  agreement 
with  their  colleagues.  He  saw  several 
hon.  Members  in  the  House,  among 
others  hon.  Gentlemen  representing  Corn- 
wall,  who  were  well  acquniuted  with 
Plymouth  and  the  three  towns,  who 
would  be  able  to  judge  of  the  weight  to 
be  attached  to  a  Memorial  signed,  as 
this  was,  almo.st  unanimously  by  the 
magistrates,  aud  by  more  than  two-thirds 
of  the  clergy  of  all  denominations,  medi- 
cal practitioners,  and  gentlemen  belong- 
ing to  all  shades  of  political  opinion. 
He  was  glad  to  mention  that  fact,  because 
one  of  the  misfortunes  connected  with 
the  question  was  that  the  Resolution  of 
his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Membor  for 
Halifax  (Mr.  Stansfeld)  was  carried  by 
the  votes  of  hon.  Members  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House,  and,  therefore,  tb» 
appearance  of  a  Party  ohoraoter  had  becu 
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given  to  the  vote.  If  the  right  hou. 
Member  for  Ilalifax  and  his  Friends 
would  only  visit  the  three  towns,  or  any 
other  place  wliero  these  Acta  had  been 
in  operation,  they  would  find  that  there 
was  a  unanimous  opinion  against  their 
Buspensiou ;  and  surely  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  give  the  inhabitants  of 
the  three  towns  credit  for  possessing 
ordinary  intelligence,  and  for  not  allow- 
ing themselves  to  bo  unduly  biassed  on 
this  important  subject.  No  one  desired, 
naturally,  to  have  Acts  like  these  in  ope- 
ration. He  should  like  to  know  who 
could  desire  them.  But  ho  remembered 
very  well  his  Predecessor,  Mr.  Delaware 
Lewis,  who  roprosontod  Devonport  in 
the  Parliament  of  1868,  saying,  just 
before  the  last  Election — 

"  If  you  happen  to  defvat  me  there  is  only 
one  thing  I  want  to  say  to  you,  and  that  is, 
consider  and  study  well  the  operation  of  tho 
Contagious  Diseases  Acts  before  you  tako  any 
stand  agiiinst  thoin.  When  I  first  cnmo  here  I 
felt  very  much  disposed  to  think  that  they  were 
wrong,  but  I  have  given  thum  very  careful 
consideration,  and  I  can  only  say  to  you  that 
BO  far  as  my  opinion  may  be  of  any  use  to  you 
I  hope  you  will  act  upon  it." 

lie  (Mr.  Pulestou)  had  gone  into  the 
Bubject  as  well  as  he  could,  and  every 
Btep  he  had  taken  only  strengthened  his 
conviction  as  to  the  good  the  acts  hud 
done.  A  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  sat  upon  the  subject  for  four 
ScssdoDS.  His  right  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  tho  Judge  Advocate  General 
(Mr.  Osbomo  Morgan)  was  a  Member 
of  that  Committee.  Ho  had  reason  to 
think  if  tho  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman had  a  bias  either  one  way  or  the 
other,  it  was  distinctly  against  the  Acts, 
and  in  favour  of  the  views  of  the  right 
hon.  Member'for  Halifax  (Mr.  Stans- 
feld).  The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman, however,  signed  the  Report  of 
the  Committee.  The  right  hon.  and 
leanjed  Gentleman  was  well  known  in 
the  House,  and  hon.  Members  on  both 
eides  had  a  great  personal  regard  for 
him  and  for  his  intelligence,  and  would 
not  fail  to  give  him  credit  for  desiring 
to  act  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge.  Yet 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  these  Acts 
were  among  the  best  upon  the  Statute 
Book,  and  that  they  ought  to  be  re- 
tained. Tho  whole  of  the  evidence 
went  to  show — after  sifting  it  for  four 
Sessions,  and  a  laborious  work  it  was — 
that  the  Acta  were  necessary;  and  the 


Committee,  by  an  overwhelming  ma- 
jority, came  to  the  conclusion  that  they 
ought  not  to  have  been  repealed.  But, 
in  the  face  of  all  that  testimony,  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  to  the  astonish- 
ment of  everybody,  upon  a  Resolution, 
which  might  be  said  to  have  been 
snatched  in  a  Division,  came  down  to 
the  House  and  gave  to  it,  to  the  amaze- 
ment of  everybody — friend  and  foe — the 
sanction  of  law.  Such  a  thing  had 
never  been  heard  of  before.  If  they 
had  determined  that  a  Bill  should  be 
brought  forward,  and  that  pending  the 
pas-iing  of  it  the  Acts  should  remain  in 
operation,  their  course  would  have  been 
understood.  What  was  more  remark- 
able than  all  was  that  the  three  Cabinet 
Ministers  who  alone  had  to  do  with  tho 
Acts — the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
the  Home  Secretary,  and  the  noble  Mar- 
quessat  thehead  of  theWarOffice — were 
personally  very  strongly  in  favour  of  the 
Acts.  Why  was  that  the  case  ?  It  was 
owing  to  the  fact  that  of  all  the  Ministers 
of  the  Crown  they  were  the  three  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  Cabinet  who  alone  had 
had  anything  to  do  with  the  subject,  and 
they  were  unanimously  in  favour  of  the 
Acts.  The  other  Members  of  the  Govern- 
ment who  were  in  favour  of  the  Acts  were 
his  right  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the 
Judge  Advocate  General  and  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Admiralty.  Only  recently,  a 
deputation,  headed  by  thelkrl  of  Mount- 
Edgcumbi-^ — a  deputation  composed  of 
gentlemen  of  tho  highest  character  and 
standing  in  their  respective  districts,  in- 
cluding the  Mayors  of  everj'  place  where 
the  Acts  were  in  force,  waited  upon  the 
Government  in  reference  to  these  Acts. 
The  Eurl  of  Mount-Edgcumbo  lived  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Plymouth,  and 
was  perfectly  well  able  to  understand 
the  operation  of  the  Acts.  No  ooe  could 
accuse  him  of  saying  anything  that  was 
deliberately  untrue,  and  yet  the  state- 
ment issued  by  the  National  Association 
for  the  repeal  of  these  Acts,  with  which 
his  hou.  and  learned  Friend  the  Member 
for  Stockport  (Mr.  Hopwood)  was  con- 
nected, deliberately  denied  the  state- 
ment of  the  Earl  of  Mount-Edgcumbe 
as  the  mouthpiece  of  the  deputation. 
[Mr.  Hopwood:  Hear,  hear!]  His  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  said  "  Hear,  hear!" 
but  he  had  very  little  doubt  the  state- 
ments made  by  tho  Association  wore 
made  by  men  who  had  no  knowledge 
of  the  commouities  among  which  the 
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Acta  were  in  operation.  Was  it  reason- 
able to  Bupposo  that  any  hon.  Membor, 
or  any  individual,  who  had  never  paid 
any  attention  to  the  working  of  the 
Acts,  and  who  had  never  livod  in  the 
communities  in  which  they  were  in 
operation,  could  be  sufficiontly  good 
judges  of  the  effects  of  their  working 
to  pronounce  that  nil  men  were  liars 
who  livod  in  the  districts  affected,  and 
who  wore  as  honom-able  and  as  respect- 
able as  themselves  ?  He  had  read  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Association. 

Mb.  STANSFELD  :  I  have  called  no 
one  a  liar. 

Mr.  PULElSTON  said,  that  if  the 
right  hon.  (Jentlemau  imagined  for  a 
moment  that  he  attributed  such  words 
to  him,  ho  might  disabuse  his  mind  at 
once.  He  might  add  that  he  was  quite 
satisfied  of  the  sincerity  of  the  convic- 
tions of  his  right  hon.  Friend  as  well  a.s 
of  those  of  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
the  Member  for  Stockport  (Mr.  Hop- 
wood).  The  person  ho  referred  to  was 
the  paid  officer  and  Secretary  of  the 
Association  of  which  his  right  hon.  and 
hon.  and  learned  Friends  were  active 
menibere. 

Mit.  HOPWOOD:  I  am  not  a  member. 
Mr.  PULESTUN  begged  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend's  pardon.  He  had  been 
under  the  impression  that  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Association ;  at  any  rate,  he 
had  taken  an  active  part  in  the  agitation 
for  the  repeal  of  the  Acts.  The  right 
hon.  Member  for  Halifax  (Mr.  Stansfeld) 
was,  he  believed,  a  member  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. 

Mk.  ST.(VNSFELD  :  I  am  not  a  mem- 
ber ;  but,  nevertheless,  I  endorse  the 
acts  of  the  Association. 

Mr.  PULESTON  said,  this  was  what 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  endorsed — 
that  the  Home  Secretary  was  hood- 
winkedwith  "cock  and  buir'storiesabout 
the  moral  state  of  Devonport ;  and  it 
wa.s  not  only  preposterous,  but  disgrace- 
ful, that  other  persons  should  seek  to 
hoodwink  him  (Mr.  Puleston)  in  a  simi- 
lar manner.  His  right  hon.  Friend  de- 
liberately endorsed  that  view  after 
the  evidence  ho  (Mr.  Puleston)  had  pro- 
duced in  reference  to  the  feeling  of 
men  of  the  highest  character  and  posi- 
tion in  the  communities  among  which 
the  Acts  were  in  operation.  What  was 
ho  obliged  to  say  now,  that  his  right 
hon.  Friend  endorsed  this  statement  ? 
Ue  was  afraid  that  ho  should  be  obliged 
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to  rescind  his  withdrawal  of  tho  ex- 
pressions complained  of.  There  was 
no  other  course  left  open  to  him,  because 
those  who  objected  to  the  compulsory 
suspeni^ion  of  the  Acts  had  not  suffered 
themselves  to  be  hoodwinked  ut  all.  He 
had  already  referred  to  the  Memorial 
to  the  Admiralty  got  up  by  the  magis- 
trates, medical  practitioners,  and  others 
in  the  boroughs  of  Plymouth  and  Devon- 
port,  and  the  township  of  StouehoubO. 
In  that  Memorial  was  the  following 
statement : — 

"  We  Relieve  that  nlthouffh,  if  extended,  IIib 
usefulness  of  the  Contiigioua  Diseases  Acts 
would  soon  bo  greatly  increased,  and  more  uni- 
versally rtcogniied,  they  have  been  tho  mean* 
of  removing  ii  great  amount  of  physical  suffer- 
ing, while  they  have  been  the  road  to  reforma- 
tion to  many  fallen  women,  who,  were  it  not 
for  the  existence  of  those  Acts,  would  never 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  returning  to  a  re- 
spectable course  of  life." 

Therefore,  tho  right  hon.  Gentleman  en- 
dorsed a  statement  which  was  absolutely 
untrue.  He  should  be  verj'  glad  indeed 
not  to  have  the  opportunity  of  connect- 
ing his  right  hon.  Friend  with  these  mat- 
ters ;  but  if  his  right  hon.  Friend  en- 
dorsed this  statement,  he  gave  the  lie 
direct— it  was  09  well  to  call  things  by 
their  right  names — to  the  opinion  of  the 
magistrates  of  Plymouth  and  Devonport, 
and  a  large  body  of  clergymen  and  mi- 
nisters of  religion  uf  every  denomina- 
tion. He  (Mr.  Puleston)  had  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  that  he  believed  tho  ife- 
morialists  were  thoroughly  conscientious 
in  what  they  did.  He  was  sorry  that 
no  one  of  greater  force  and  weight  than 
himself  had  nndertakon  to  bring  tho 
facts  of  tho  case  out,  because  he  waa  en- 
tirely convincc>d  that  the  suspension  of 
the  Acts  had  led  to  a  greatly  increased 
Amount  of  suffering  and  immorality ;  and 
tho  amount  of  seduction  which  had  taken 
place  among  young  girls,  now  that  the 
powers  of  these  Acta  were  gone,  hon. 
Members  had  no  notion  of  whatever.  A 
gentleman  in  Plymouth,  who  had  taken 
great  interest  in  the  question,  had  pub- 
lished a  correspondence  upon  tho  sub- 
ject, lie  was  a  magistrate — Mr.  Lus- 
combo — and  in  answer  to  statemt-nta 
made  by  friends  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman he  quoted  a  passage  from  the 
Report  of  the  Select  Committei'  <<^  tlm 
House  of  Commons — 


"Thiit   they    would    call     bjmmiI      i  ;    it, 
to   tho    fact    tlmt    in  the  courn-      1     I'' 
not  a  single  casa  has  been  brought  1/uluiu  >ouz 
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CommitUo  in  which  any  women,  alleged  to 
have  been  wrongfully  brought  under  thoopara- 
tion  of  the  Acts,  have  brought  nn  action  or 
taken  legal  proceedings  against  the  police  aulho- 
ritiea  in  respect  of  any  act  done  by  them  under 
the  Contagions  Oiaeaacs  Acts." 

Mr.  Luscombe  added — 

"  It  is  only  necessary  to  look  over  the  evi- 
dence given  by  the  opponents,  to  be  convinced 
that  the  slightest  chance  given  by  the  police 
would  have  instantly  become  the  basis  of  pro- 
ceedings hostile  to  particular  legislation." 

The  noble  Marquess,  on  more  than  one 
occasion,  and  only  the  other  day  the 
Home  Secretary,  had  pointed  out  that 
the  local  police  could  themselves  enforce 
the  Act3.    Mr.  Luscombe  said — 

"  I  am  ready  to  admit  the  possibility  to  some 
extent ;  but  there  are  scr\-ices  rendered  by  the 
Crown  police  only,  and  necessarily  so,  from  the 
peculiar  sources  of  information  open  to  thorn. 
It  ia  not  merely  the  minimizing  of  a  foul 
disease,  but  there  is  a  suppression  of  youthful 
dcpraWlj  in  the  rescue  of  children  from  the 
snares  of  vice  in  ils  most  deadly  form,  and  in 
the  assistance  ever  ready  to  bo  given  by  the 
parent  or  guardians  when  the  unexpected  and 
dreaded  absence  of  one  of  the  homo  group 
creates  a  suggestion  or  terror  intelligent  enough 
to  those  who  are  familiar  with  the  temptations 
too  rife  in  a  large  community." 

That  statement  had  been  made  several 
times  in  answer  to  the  remark  that  otlier 
agencies  could  efiect  the  good  which  hod 
been  going  on  under  the  instrumentality 
of  the  Metropolitan  Police.  The  local 
police  under  the  existing  Acts  did  not 
possess  the  power  neces.sary  to  carry  out 
the  Acts  as  they  were  carried  out  before 
the  suspension  of  the  compulsory  powers. 
Even  if  they  were  a  central  body,  the 
local  police  were  not  competent  to  deal 
with  the  matter  on  account  of  their  un- 
willingness. The  superintendent  of  the 
police  at  Devonport  was  deservedly  re- 
spected, and  performed  his  duty  very 
well ;  but,  surely  the  statements  of  the 
principal  people  of  the  town,  and  the 
large  majority  ol  the  most  respectable 
inhabitants,  ought  to  be  worth  some- 
thing against  the  statement  of  the 
superintendent  of  the  police.  The  super- 
intendent of  police,  however,  only  re- 
ferred to  the  order  in  the  streets.  Every- 
body knew  what  the  condition  of  the 
streets  in  the  three  towns  was,  and  what 
the  state  of  morality  was  before  the  Acts 
came  into  operation  ;  and  the  fact  was, 
that  they  had  grown  greatly  and  un- 
deniably worse  since  the  suspension  of 
the  Acts.  No  doubt,  during  the  time 
the  Acts  had  been  in  operation,  now 
pome  16  or  17  years,  the  state  of  things 


had  improved;  but  the}'  were  rapidly 
falling  again  into  their  old  state.  Ho 
was  sorry  the  noble  Maniuoss  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  had  endorsed  the 
view  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  localities 
to  look  after  their  own  morals.  What 
Lad  the  Societies  for  the  repeal  of  these 
Acta  done  for  these  poor  women  ?  They 
had  spent  their  money  in  agitating  and 
in  printing  ;  but  had  they  ever  done  any- 
thing to  help  these  poor  women  by  the 
establishment  of  voluntary  lock  hos- 
pitals ?  If  they  would  visit  the  Royal 
Albert  Hospital  in  Devonport,  they 
would  find  that  there  had  betm  a  cessa- 
tion of  voluntary  admissions,  except  in 
the  most  severe  cases,  and  the  nature  of 
those  cases  might  be  taken  as  a  typo  of 
an  immense  mass  of  disease  not  under 
trentment  outside  the  hospital.  Was 
thftt  what  lion.  Members  opposite  wanted 
to  promote  ?  [  Cries  o/" "  Oh !  "]  Hon. 
Members  soif  "  Oh !"  but  he  made 
tliis  statement  on  the  authority  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Koyal  Albert  Hos- 
pital, and  if  hon.  Members  doubted  it, 
lot  them  go  there  aud  make  inquiries. 
Let  them  appoint  a  Voluntary  Committee 
to  look  into  the  matter,  and  sit  during 
the  Recess  in  the  three  towns.  Let 
them  go  into  the  whole  question  care- 
fully, and  let  them  have  all  the  ministers 
of  every  denomination,  magistrates,  and 
others  before  them  to  examine  them  for 
themselves.  If  they  would  do  that,  they 
would  soon  become  convinced  that  the 
consequences  of  the  withdrawal  of  the 
Compulsory  Clauses  of  the  Act  had  beeu 
deplorable  in  the  extreme.  He  had  no 
wish  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Com- 
mittee. Although  there  was  a  great  deal 
more  which  he  should  like  to  sny  ia 
connection  with  the  matter,  he  thought 
he  had  said  enough.  He  hoped  that 
other  hon.  Members  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  would  advocate  a  cause  like  this 
which  hod  been  so  neglected  by  the 
Government,  and  which,  in  spite  of  all 
their  promises,  they  had  failed  to  legis- 
late upon.  They  had  aduiitted  that  it 
was  necessary  to  substitute  something 
for  what  they  had  taken  away;  and, 
notwithstanding  the  admission,  they  had 
allowed,  and  were  allowing,  these  de- 
plorable consequences  of  their  want  of 
action  to  go  on  from  month  to  month. 
It  would  be  quite  an  intelligible  policy 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  if  they 
said  that  nothing  was  needed.  But  to 
suspend    the    Acts    without    providing 
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something  in  their  place,  nlthongh  they 
admitted  that  somethiDg  was  absolutely 
and  essentially  necessary,  was  a  most 
misguided  policy.  Not  only  was  it  un- 
wise, but  in  this  case  it  was  the  most 
cruel  and  deplorable  policy  that  could 
possibly  bare  boen  pursued  by  the  Go- 
yernmont. 

8iu  EDWARD  WATKIN  said,  he 
was  anxious  to  say  a  few  words,  not  be- 
cause he  had  not  much  sympathy  with  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Halifax  (Mr.  Stansfeld)  in  his  notion  of 
the  cruelty  which  might  be  perpetrated 
under  these  Acts,  but  because  what  had 
been  reported  and  proved  tn  him  in  the 
borough  ho  represented  (Hythe)  cam- 
pelled  him  to  bring  the  plain  logic  of 
facts  to  bear  upon  the  qupstion.  Tho 
borough  he  represented  contained  tho 
Shorncliflfe  Camp  at  one  end  of  it,  and 
the  School  of  Musketry  at  the  other,  and 
the  experience  of  tho  borough  showed 
that  the  suspension  of  the  Acts  must  be 
looked  upon  as  an  unmixed  evil.  Last 
year  a  deputation  waited  on  the  Home 
Secretary,  consisting  of  the  principal 
authorities  of  Folkestone,  iSandgate,  and 
Hythe.  He  had  introduced  the  depu- 
tation to  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman. ^V^lat  did  they  say  ?  Sadly 
enough  they  informed  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  juvenile  prostitution  was 
largely  on  the  increase ;  that  as  regarded 
the  minor  point  of  disorder  in  the  streets, 
it  was  plainly  and  unmistakably  on  the 
increase;  that  as  regarded  the  increase 
of  disease,  lamentablo  as  it  was,  it  was 
undoubted,  and  as  regarded  the  virulence 
of  tlie  disease  there  could  bo  no  possi- 
ble mistake.  They,  therefore,  contended 
that  undoubtedly  a  curse  had  been  in- 
flicted upon  the  borough  by  the  abolition 
of  tho  Acts.  He  could  not  find  out  that 
there  had  been  a  single  complaint  of 
abuse  on  the  part  of  those  who  had 
administered  tho  provisions  of  the  Acts 
in  Hythe.  There  had  been  no  com- 
plaint against  any  of  those  who  had 
been  charged  with  putting  the  Acts 
in  operation ;  and  therefore  they  found 
themselves  in  this  position — that  whereas 
before  the  suspension  of  the  Acts  they 
had  order,  comparative  morality,  and  a 
very  large  amount  of  effort  for  the  re- 
clamation of  these  unfortunate  women, 
all  that  had  now  been  reversed.  They, 
therefore,  said  to  Parliament — "Why in- 
fliot  upon  us  this  evil,  when  previously, 
by  the  operation  of  these  Acts,  we  were 
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relieved  from  the  evils  of  which  we  com- 
plain ? "  He  was  one  of  those  who 
thought  the  question  might  probably  bo 
solved  even  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Halifax  (Mr. 
Stansfeld)  by  a  simple  alteration — 
namely,  by  requiring  that  the  e.xamina- 
tion  of  women  should  be  conducted  by 
women.  He  thought  that  would  do  away 
with  a  great  deal  of  the  antagonism  to 
the  Act.s,  and  he  saw  no  reason  why  it 
should  not  bo  done.  It  was  complained 
that  women  only  were  subjected  to  this 
treatment;  but  if  that  was  an  objection, 
why  did  not  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
nalifax  bring  in  a  Bill  to  treat  men  in 
the  same  way  ?  Ho  wanted  to  know  if 
I'arliament  had  any  concern  whatever 
in  the  future  of  the  rising  generation ; 
aud,  if  60,  whether  they  were  justified  in 
allowing  poison  to  be  spread  wholesale? 
He  contended  that  it  was  tlie  duty  of 
Parliament  to  prevent  the  sowing  of  the 
seeds  of  degradation  and  of  death.  Ho 
hoped  the  action  of  the  Government 
would  now  be  changed,  and  that  they 
would  not  allow  themselves  to  be  swajred 
by  diU'erent  sets  of  opinion.  They  ought 
to  make  up  their  minds  collectively  as 
to  what  washt'st  for  the  people  of  the 
country,  and  there  would  be  no  difficulty 
if  they  would  act  in  accordance  with  the 
vast  body  of  opinion  before  them.  The 
question  was  a  very  serious  one  ;  and 
he  asked  again,  why  should  Parliament 
or  the  Government  persist  in  infiictingr 
upon  the  population  evils  which  were  in- 
calculable in  their  consequences?  When 
he  had  introduced  the  deputation  to  the 
Home  Secretary,  the  right  hon.  and 
learued  Gentleman  said  he  agreed  with 
them.  On  being  asked  why  he  did  not 
act,  he  said  that  it  was  because  Parlia- 
ment had  of  its  own  account  passed  a 
Resolution  for  the  suspon.'^ion  of  the 
Acts.  When  told  that  Parliament  would 
yield  if  the  Govemraont  took  a  decided 
attitude,  ho  tlion  pleaded  the  Cabinet. 
He  was  satisfied  that  if  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  on  bis  re- 
sponsibility as  a  Cabinet  Minister,  sup- 
ported by  the  noble  Marquess  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  and  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  were  to  advise 
Parliament  to  re-irapose  these  powers, 
they  would  not  meet  with  a  refusal. 

Me.  ACLAND  said,  he  did  not  know 
that  the  question  was  intended  to  bo 
raised,  or  he  would  have  fortified  him- 
self with  facts.     He  would,  however, 
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moDtion  one  fact  which  he  thought  he 
had  mentioned  before— namely,  that 
many  of  the  clergy,  and  even  the  Non- 
conformist ministers  in  and  aliout  tho 
nttighliourhood  of  the  three  towns,  had 
expressed  a  most  earnest  hope  that  if 
the  Government  were  not  able  to  reim- 
pose  the  Acta  as  they  were  before,  they 
would  do  something  to  remedy  the  evils 
which  had  been  brought  about  by  their 
suspension.  Ho  had  been  told  by  one 
of  the  leading  gentlemen  iii  the  three 
towns  that  he  himself  knew  tho  Acts  had 
had  the  greatest  influence  in  deterring 
young  girls  from  comraenoing  an  im- 
moral career.  He  had  discussed  the 
question  carefully  with  residents  in 
Plymouth,  and  he  must  say  that  he  had 
modified  his  own  opinion  to  a  certain 
extent  since  the  vote  was  taken  which 
led  to  the  suspeusion  of  the  Acts,  and  he 
believed  there  was  some  ground  for  the 
answer  given  by  the  Government  that  it 
was  a  questiuu  now  for  tbe  inhabitauts 
of  the  affected  districts.  It  was,  no 
doubt,  iu  the  power  of  the  locality  to  do 
a  very  great  deal  to  remedy  these  evils, 
aad  Glasgow  was  instanced  as  a  place 
in  which  a  great  deal  had  already  been 
done.  Glasgow,  however,  was  not  in 
the  same  position  as  tbreo  or  four  garri- 
son towns  like  Devouport,  Portsmouth, 
Dover,  and  others,  where  it  was  a  matter 
of  neceesity  to  the  Government  that  a 
large  number  of  soldiers  and  sailors 
should  be  collected.  Therefore,  although 
Glasgow  had  been  able  to  succeed,  it  did 
not  at  all  follow  that  Plymouth,  Dover, 
and  other  towns  would  have  the  same 
success.  At  any  rate,  bethought  that  if 
the  Government  were  not  prepared  to 
retrace  their  steps,  it  was  their  duty  in 
some  way  or  other  to  help  tho  inhabi- 
tants of  the  places  otfetted  in  remedying 
the  evils  which  were  now  produced. 
There  were  one  or  two  points  whiih  he 
wished  particularly  to  bring  to  the 
mind  of  the  Committee ;  and,  first,  he 
would  direct  attention  to  the  appeal 
which  had  been  made  by  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Halifax  (Mr.  Stansfeld),  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Stockport 
(Mr.  Hopwood),  and  their  friends,  for 
the  repeal  of  the  Acts.  That  appeal 
had  been  backed  up  by  opinion  wholly 
outside  tbe  atfected  districts.  It  was 
not  supported  inside  those  districts,  and 
yet  the  latter  were  the  only  localities 
which  possessed  any  experience  or  know- 
lodg;e  of  tho  matter.    It  might  be  in- 
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cumbent  on  the  affected  districts  to  do 
something  for  themselves;  but,  at  any 
rate,  it  was  incumbent  on  tho  Govern- 
ment to  assist  them.  In  the  course  of 
tho  agitation  promoted  by  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Halifax  it  had  been  fre- 
quently urged  that  every  town  ought  to 
look  after  its  own  immorality;  but  he 
would  ask  whether  it  was  not  a  highly 
criminal  act  for  individuals  to  be  con- 
stantly spreading  disease,  knowing  per- 
fectly well  what  the  consequences  of 
their  proceedings  were?  In  some  of  the 
garrison  towns  cases  of  the  most  aggra- 
vated character  had  occurred ;  and  ho 
contended  that  for  any  individual  know- 
ingly to  spread  disease  was  a  criminal 
act.  He  was  of  opinion,  much  as  he 
respected  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  that 
the  Government  had  a  right  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  disease  by  the  strongest 
possible  measures.  All  he  wished  now 
to  urge  upon  the  Government  was  that 
in  the  interests  of  tho  people  they  could 
not  afford  to  neglect  the  inevitable  re- 
sults of  the  accumulating  disease  in  the 
affected  districts,  not  only  on  account  of 
social  and  moral  reasons,  but  for  sanitary 
reasons  also.  He  quite  agreed  with  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Halifax  that  tho 
Government  ought  not  to  lend  its  sanc- 
tion to  the  regulation  of  vice ;  but  ha 
thought  that  the  ordinary  laws  of  tho 
country  ought  to  be  directed  to  a  certain 
extent  to  the  enforcement  of  those  rules 
of  morality  which  ought  to  guide  the 
conduct  of  every  individual.  There  was 
even  more  than  that  in  the  case  now 
under  consideration,  and  they  had  a 
right  to  appeal  to  the  Government  for 
help.  At  any  rate,  the  agitation  which 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Halifax  led 
was  not  supported  by  the  districts  to 
which  tbe  Acts  applied. 

The  M.VKWUE88  of  HAETINGTON 
said,  that,  as  far  as  the  discussion  had 
already  proceeded ,  hardly  a  word  hud  been 
^aid  upon  the  relation  of  the  subject  to 
the  Army.  A  g^eat  deal,  however,  had 
been  said  about  the  eliect  of  the  Compul- 
sory Clauses  of  these  Acts  upon  the  order 
and  morality  of  the  towus  to  which  the 
Acts  originally  applied ;  and,  although 
the  hon.  Member  for  Devonport  (Mr. 
Puleston)  had  said  in  a  general  way 
that  the  statistics  laid  upon  the  Table 
showed  tbe  enormous  increase  of  disease 
that  had  resulted,  he  had  not  used  any 
figures  to  prove  the  position  he  had  taken 
up.     He  (tho  Marquess  of  Hartiugton) 
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had  had  to  deal  with  tkis subject  chiefly, 
of  course,  with  regard  to  the  offecta  of 
this  legislation  upon  the  health  of  the 
Army,  lie  had  very  little  indeed  to  say 
on  the  subjectof  the  indirect  benefits  sup- 
posed to  follow  from  the  operation  of  the 
Acts.  He  had  been  very  much  con- 
firmed in  the  opinion  he  had  previously 
formed  that  the  effects  of  these  Acts  on 
the  health  of  the  Array  were,  owing  to 
the  extremely  partial  character  of  their 
operation,  very  slight,  and  also  ex- 
tremely fluctuating.  That  opinion  was 
borne  out  by  a  Eeturn  which  had  been 
laid  on  the  Table  since  the  suspension  of 
the  Compulsory  Clauses  of  the  Acts.  There 
had  been  an  increase  in  the  amount  of 
disease  since  the  suspension  of  the  Acts  ; 
but  he  thought  he  would  be  able  to 
show  that  it  was  not  a  large  increase, 
and  that  it  was  one  which  might  be 
attributable  to  other  causes.  Between 
the  first  week  after  the  Compulsory 
Clauses  had  been  suspended  and  the 
last  week  included  in  the  Eetums,  after 
the  suspension  had  been  in  operation 
for  rather  more  than  six  months,  the 
diflference  in  the  number  of  men  admit- 
ted into  hospital  for  this  disease  was 
very  small,  being  only  0-86  per  1,000 
— that  was,  in  a  strength  of  1,000  men, 
there  were  about  S-lOths  of  a  man  more 
admitted  after  the  suspension  had  been  in 
operation  six  months.  The  number  was 
3-78  before  the  suspension,  and  4'64  six 
months  after  the  Act  was  suspended. 
A  similar,  though  smaller,  increase  had 
been  going  on  in  the  11  unprotected  sta- 
tions, in  which  there  had  been  an  in- 
crease of  0'18  ;  there  was,  therefore,  an 
increase  of  0-68  due  to  the  suspension, 
or  a  little  more  than  half  a  man  per 
1,000  per  week.  The  same  Eeturn 
ahowed  that,  during  the  same  period,  in 
the  number  of  men  remaining  in  hospital 
there  had  been  an  increase  of  2-2-1  per 
1,000,  or  two  and  n-fourth  of  a  man. 
While  there  had,  no  doubt,  been  an 
increase  since  the  Acts  had  been  sus- 
pended, there  had  been  fluctuations 
during  their  continuance  quite  as  great. 
In  the  14  protected  stations,  on  the  12th 
of  May,  1882,  the  ratio  per  1,000  was 
2'73  ;  but  in  the  month  of  September  in 
the  same  year,  while  the  Acts  were  in 
full  operation,  that  rate  had  risen  to 
6'98,  or  to  a  larger  rate  than  even  now 
existed.  It  was,  therefore,  very  difficult 
to  attribute  to  these  Acts  any  remarkable 
effect  upon  the  health  of  the  Army.    The 
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hon.  Member  for  Devon  port  (Mr.  Pule«- 
ton),  conscious  of  the  weakness  of  hia 
case,  had  not  gone  into  these  figures, 
but  had  confined  himself  to  the  cases 
adduced  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Ports- 
mouth (Sir  n.  Drummond  Wolfl^.  He 
(the  Marquess  of  Hartington)  thought 
it  was  probable  that,  in  consequence  of 
the  suspension  of  these  Acts,  the  severer 
form  of  disease  had  increased  in  a  some- 
what greater  ratio,  though  it  was  not 
shown  to  be  greater  by  any  figures,  and 
neither  himself  nor  the  hon.  Member  was 
justifiedinmaking  use  of  problematical  or 
hjrpothetical  i-esulfs  if  the  information 
was  not  absolutely  before  them.  The  hon. 
Member  had  dwelt  almost  entirely  upon 
the  moral  eftects  of  the  administra- 
tion of  Ihe  Acts  ;  but,  as  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber himself  admitted,  he  (the  Marquess 
of  Hartington)  had  already  reminded 
the  House  that  with  that  the  War  De- 
partment had  nothing  to  do.  The  Acts 
were  not  passed  for  the  purpose  of  im- 
proving the  morals  of  the  people.  Any 
etlect  which  the  Acts  might  have  had  in 
that  direction  had  been  pnrelyincidental, 
and  were  not  within  the  intentions  of 
these  who  passed  them.  The  Acts  were 
passi'd  simply  and  solel_y  in  the  hope  of 
improving  the  health  of  the  Army  and 
Navy,  and  of  increasing  their  otEciency. 
He  did  not  in  the  slightest  degree  under- 
rate the  importance  of  the  moral  con- 
siderations brought  forward  by  the  hon. 
Member  and  others,  but  the  object  of  the 
Acts  was  what  he  had  stated.  If  it  were 
possihleby  any  improvement  or  alteration 
of  the  law,  or  by  granting  increased  pow- 
ers, to  .secure  morality,  by  all  means  let 
it  be  done,  and  that  was  the  object  of  the 
Bill  introduced  in  "another  place;" 
but  that  Bill  had  shared  the  fate  of  a 
great  many  other  measures  which  had 
been  abandoned  for  the  present  Session. 
The  moral  aspect  of  the  question  could 
only  be  dealt  with  by  special  legislation ; 
and  he  believed  it  was  still  the  firm  in- 
tention of  the  Home  Secretary  to  endea- 
vour to  pass  a  Bill  similar  to  that  which 
had  pas8ed  the  House  of  Lords.  Surely 
anything  , that  was  done  in  that  direc- 
tion ought  to  be  done  upon  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  Government,  and  with 
reference  to  the  whole  country.  They 
discussed  the  question  fully  last  year, 
and  all  he  could  do  was  to  repeat  the 
statement  he  had  then  made  on  behalf 
of  the  Government.  He  denied  that  the 
decision  on  thoEesolution  of  lostyear  wm 
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in  any  sense  a  "  catch"  vote ;  and  he  did  not 
ht>licve  that  if  the  House  wore  to  divide 
on  the  q  uest  ion  of  the  Compulsory  Clauses 
again  the  result  would  be  different.  He 
had  done  all  in  his  power  to  wam.hon. 
Gontlemen  who  were  in  favour  of  tho 
Acts  what  the  consequence  would  be. 
He  had,  therefore,  felt  it  useless  to  pro- 
pose a  Voto  for  the  continuance  of  the 
compulsory  powers  exercised  by  the 
Government  under  tho  Acts.  He  also 
believed,  and,  indeed,  he  had  stated 
the  view  of  the  Government,  that  the 
powers  conferred  on  the  Government  i 
under  the  Acts  were  permissive,  and  not  | 
compulsory,  and  it  was  entirely  within  [ 
the  discretion  of  Government  whether 
they  would  ask  Parliament  to  provide 
tho  necessary  funds  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Acts,  or  allow  them  to 
remain  in  abeyance.  As  he  had  said 
before,  under  the  powers  of  the  Acts  it 
was  left  to  the  local  dii;tricts  and  the 
li3cal  police  to  exercise  the  powers  if 
thoy  thought  fit.  The  powers  of  the 
Acts  still  remained,  and  the  only  thing 
that  was  in  suspense  was  the  employ- 
ment of  the  Metropolitan  Police,  in 
regard  to  which  it  would  require  the 
action  of  the  Government  and  the  ap- 
proval of  the  House  in  order  to  provide 
the  necessary  funds.  He  believed  that 
the  approval  of  the  House  would  not  be 
given ;  and,  therefore,  the  Government 
had  lost  no  time  ia  acting  upon  that 
belief,  and  in  withdrawing,  to  a  great 
extent,  the  Metropolitan  Police.  The 
effect  of  the  suspension  of  these  Acts 
upon  the  health  of  the  Anuy,  as  he  had 
shown,  had  not  been  considerable,  al- 
though that  there  had  been  a  certain  effect 
he  did  not  denj'.  "What  was  done  last 
3'ear  was  done  with  the  full  knowledge 
of  Parliament — that  tho  decision  would, 
to  a  certain  extent,  lead  to  evils  of  this 
kind.  Nevertheless,  the  House  voted 
deliberately  in  favour  of  the  Resolution 
of  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Halifax 
(Mr.  8tansfeld),  and  he  believed  if  the 
que.stion  were  put  now  a  majority  of  the 
House  would  be  still  of  that  opinion,  [ 
and  would  remain  of  opinion,  that  even  | 
an  improvement  of  the  health  of  the  i 
Army  was  not  to  be  accomplished  at  the  , 
cost  of  enforcing  these  unpopular  Acta. 
He  had  not  concealed,  and  he  hod  not ' 
altered  his  opinion,  that  these  Acts  had  { 
been  beneficial,  and  he  was  convinced 
that  tho  moral  objections  which  were 
taken  to  them  by  his  right  hon.  Friend  | 
and  those  who  acted  with  him  had  uo , 


solid  foundation.  What  he  had  said, 
and  what  he  repeated  was,  that  so 
long  as  the  operation  of  these  Acts  was 
partial,  and  was  limited  to  a  Idw  dis- 
tricts, tho  effect  must  be  small.  It  was 
in  vain  to  suppose  that  by  the  limited 
operation  of  Acts  such  as  these  any  con- 
sidorable  effect  could  bo  produced  upon 
the  health  of  the  Army  ;  and,  looking  at 
tho  question  from  that  point  of  view,  ho 
must  admit  that  he  was  not  surprised 
that  those  who  entertained  very  strong 
moral  objections  to  the  operation  of 
these  laws  should  contend  that  the  re- 
sults which  had  beon  obtained,  or  could 
bo  obtained,  were  not  sufficient  to  justify 
the  continuance  of  Acta  which  were  op- 
posed to  tho  moral  sense  of  a  great 
number  of  people  in  the  country.  The 
only  other  object  which  had  been  re- 
ferred to  was  the  promise  which  had 
been  given  with  regard  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  measure  dealing  with  tho  sub- 
ject. It  was  his  firm  intention  to  intro- 
duce that  Bill  as  soon  as  the  state  of 
Business  in  the  House  afforded  an  op- 
portunity of  doing  so  ;  but  that  oppor- 
tunity had  never  yet  arisen,  and,  from 
circumstances  which  took  place  a  few 
weeks  ago,  it  appeared  (juite  impossible 
to  introduce  the  Bill,  or  to  hope  for  its 
second  reading  this  Session.  Until,  how- 
ever, that  Bill  had  been  introduced,  and 
tho  House  had  been  able  to  discuss  the 
principle  of  the  Bill,  he  contended  that 
the  results  obtoiued  under  the  powers 
conferred  by  the  Compulsory  Clauses 
which  had  been  suspended  were  not 
sui&cient  to  warrant  the  rescinding  of 
the  decision  of  last  year. 

SiE  JOHN  HAY  said,  he  had  heard 
with  great  regret  the  intimation  con- 
voyed by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
that  he  had  not  been  convinced  of  the 
necessity  of  reviving  the  Compulsory 
Clauses  of  these  Acts.  He  had  olwoys 
himself  supported  the  Acts,  bijth  on  the 
ground  of  reforming  the  persons  who 
were  unfortunately  brought  under  them, 
as  well  OS  on  the  ground  that  they  were 
for  tho  advantage  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  and  the  public  generally.  He  had 
risen  now  because  the  noble  Marquess, 
in  quoting  the  Returns,  had  alluded  to 
the  Navy  as  well  as  the  Army,  and  had 
included  tho  Navy  as  well  as  the  Marines. 
He  was,  therefore,  anxious  to  say  a 
word  on  the  subject.  He  thought  the 
noble  Marquess  was  wrong  in  saying 
that,  owing  to  tho  great  increase  of 
disease  iu  the  Navy,  there  had  not  been 
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a  serious  deprivation  of  the  services  of 
a  largo  ntimber  of  men.  Now,  iLu  Ilo- 
turna  lie  bad  consulted  put  the  questiun 
in  such  a  light  that  he  would  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whether,  in 
consequence  of  the  Navy  being  deprived 
of  the  services  of  12,000  men  since  the 
suspension  of  the  Acts,  it  might  not  be 
necessary  to  increase  the  Naval  Force,  in 
order  to  render  it  efficient  ?  At  Page  10 
of  the  Eeturus,  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  would  see  that  the  force  being 
the  some  at  Portsmouth — namely,  7,000 
men  during  the  year— whereas  there 
had  only  been  800  in  Haslar  Hospital 
previous  to  the  suspension  of  the  Acts, 
there  were  now  1,111  men  in  Haslar 
Hospital.  If  they  took  Plymouth  Hos- 
pital, they  would  find  that  the  average 
number,  which  was  about  500,  although 
it  occasionally  went  down  to  360,  had 
now  gone  up  to  nearly  900.  The  same 
thing  had  occurred  at  Plymouth,  where 
the  number  of  men  in  the  hospital  had 
been  increased  by  133  per  cent. 

TuE  JUDGE  ADVOCATE  GENE- 
RAL (Mr.  Osborne  Mohoan)  :  Per 
1,000,  not  per  100. 

Siu  JOHN  HAY  said,  the  number 
had  risen  to  230,  or  133  per  1,000.  The 
figures  showed  that  there  were  nearly 
2,000  men  in  hospital  suffering  from 
contagious  disease  in  the  course  of  last 
year,  as  again.tt  1,000  in  the  last  year 
in  which  the  Acts  were  in  force.  In 
other  stations  there  had  been  aloiost  a 
similar  increase  ;  and  this  terrible  con- 
trast was  also  to  be  drawn,  that  whereas 
nearly  2,500  women  were  admitted  into 
certified  hospitals  and  discharged  cured, 
with  many  of  them  reclaimed,  during 
last  year  only  72U  were  admitted  during 
the  period  of  the  suspension  of  the 
Compulsory  Acts.  This  Return  was,  to 
his  mind,  more  convincing  than  any- 
thing which  could  have  been  placed 
upou  the  Table  in  showing  the  advan- 
tage of  the  Compulsory  Clauses  of  the 
Acts.  He  had  always  supported  the 
Acts  on  moral  grounds,  and  in  regard 
to  their  advantage  in  preserving  the 
health  and  strength  of  Her  Majesty's 
Forces.  Ho  trusted  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  take  his  view,  and  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  e.Tperiment  they  had 
themselves  made  to  re-enact  the  Acts, 
having  already  ascertained  the  evils 
which  resulted  from  suspending  them. 
He  thanked  the  Government  for  having 
given  this  information   to   the  public, 

Sir  John  Ea^ 


and  he  thought  it  wo\ild  completely 
justify  them  in  reviving  the  Compulsory 
Clauses,  which  had  done  so  much  for  all 
persons  concerned.  He  was  glad  the 
question  had  been  raised  now,  as  it 
would  prevent  any  reference  being  made 
to  it  when  they  came  to  the  Naval  Vote. 
He  would,  however,  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty  whether  the  Board  of 
Admiralty  intended  to  add  to  the  Naval 
Forces  of  the  Crown,  in  order  to  make 
up  for  the  increasing  number  admitted 
into  the  hospitals  owing  to  the  ravages 
of  disease? 

Dh.  FARQUHARSON  remarked  that, 
although  he  deplored  the  result,  yet  he 
could  not  help  thinking  that  the  action 
which  the  Governmeht  had  taken  in  the 
matter  had  been  forced  upon  them  >>y 
the  decision  of  the  House,  and  it  ap* 
pearod  to  him  that  they  had  no  alterna- 
tive but  to  yield  in  the  way  they  had 
done.  They  were  now  placed  in  the 
curious  position  of  having  practically 
suspended  the  operation  of  the  Acts 
without  substituting  anything  for  them. 
It  was  promised,  in  the  first  instance, 
that  a  Bill  would  be  introduced  to  put 
everything  rij^lit ;  but  there  was  not  the 
slightest  chance  of  any  measure  being 
introduced  during  the  present  Session, 
and  they  might  have  to  wait  for  several 
Sessions  before  any  fresh  legislation 
took  place.  He  quite  agreed  with  the 
hon.  Member  for  Devonport  (Mr. 
Puleston)  that  the  suspension  of  these 
Acts  had  been  disastrous  to  the  ob- 
servance of  order  and  decency  in  the 
streets.  Juvenile  prostitution  was  ra- 
pidly on  the  increase,  and  a  large  and 
influential  deputation  had  waited  on  the 
Government  the  other  day,  and  gave 
some  deplorable  facts  as  the  result  of 
the  withdrawal  of  the  Acts.  They  were 
told  that  the  condition  of  women  in 
many  of  these  towns  was  most  pitiable  ; 
that  they  were  living  in  a  state  of  misery 
and  wretchedness  rapidly  approaehing 
the  condition  they  were  in  before  the  Acts 
were  originally  passed.  All  this  misery, 
vice,  and  immorality  was  being  brought 
about  because  the  Acts  were  not  in 
force.  They  were  told  that  the  Aota 
were  not  introduced  in  the  interests  of 
law  and  order,  although,  no  doubt,  law 
and  order  had  benefited  very  much  from 
their  operation.  They  were  told,  also, 
that  they  were  not  brought  forward  for 
the  benefit  of  the  women  who  were 
principally  affected  by  them,  although 
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they  liad  undoubtedly  received  many 
benoQts  under  them.  Not  only  bad  they 
been  early  brought  under  the  intluenon 
of  medical  treatment,  but  large  oppor- 
tunities had  been  afforded  them  o£ 
escaping  from  their  evil  courses  and 
becoming  once  more  respectable  and 
reputable  members  of  society.  He 
maintained  that  the  Trithdrawal  of 
compulsory  examinations  was  fatal  to 
the  efficiency  of  the  Acts.  He  bore 
testimony  to  the  admirable  and  skilful 
manner  in  which  the  Metropolitan  Police 
and  the  doctors  engaged  in  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  Acts  had  carried  out 
their  duties,  and  the  aid  which  the  police 
had  rendered  in  rescuing  many  girls  in 
the  streets  who  were  trembling  on  the 
vCTge  of  vice.  He  stated  that  his  firm 
and  unalterable  opinion  was  that  in  the 
absence  of  compulsory  examination,  the 
administration  of  these  Acts  must  alwaj's 
prove  a  failure,  and  he  regretted  that 
this  provision  had  been  withdrawn. 

Mu.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNERMAN 
wished  at  once  to  respond  to  the  appeal 
which  had  been  made  to  him  by  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  Wigtown  Burghs  (Sir 
John  Hay),  although  the  question  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  had 
raised  did  not  properly  come  under  the 
Vote  they  were  now  dealing  with.  He 
entirely  agreed  with  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  that  the  figures  which 
be  had  quoted  showed  a  decided  increase 
of  disease  at  Haelar,  Plymouth,  and 
Devonport.  Anyone,  however,  who  had 
followed  the  stati.stics  of  this  subject 
must  be  aware  that  there  were  most 
extraordinary  fluctuations  in  the  number 
of  persons  aifected.  He  said  that  by 
way  of  caution,  although,  of  course,  it 
was  to  have  been  expected  that  a  large 
iucroase  of  di.sease  should  have  taken 
ploco  after  what  had  occurred  last  year. 
But  his  right  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
stated  that  those  Returns  showed  that 
more  men  in  the  Navy  wero  disabled, 
and  asked  whether  the  Admiralty  had 
taken  any  steps  to  supply  the  places  of 
those  men.  The  figures  quoted  by  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  were 
admissions  to  the  hospital,  and  not 
Heturus  of  men  absolutely  disabled 
during  the  year.  There  was  nothing 
like  the  diminution  in  the  strength  of 
the  Navy  which  had  been  indicated. 
Instead  of  1,200  men  being  disabled 
Irom  serviue,  the  excess  of  loss  to  tho 


Navy  throughout  the  year  had  been 
only  110  men.  That,  he  thought,  was 
not  a  matter  sufBciontly  st-rious  to  war- 
rant the  Admiralty  in  taking  steps  to 
supply  the  gap  with  fresh  men.  There 
was  really  no  cnuse  for  any  such  action 
being  necessary,  although  there  was  no 
difficulty  whatever  in  finding  a  sufficient 
supply  of  seamen. 

Sib  FREDERICK  FITZWYGRAM 
said,  that  having  held  a  command  at 
Alderehot  for  many  years,  he  could  bear 
testimony  to  the  beneficial  effect  of  these 
Acts,  which  had  been  very  great  in  one 
respect  at  least — namely,  in  the  largo 
decrease  in  the  number  of  proslitutea 
since  the  Act  came  into  operation.  Some 
years  ago  at  Aldershot,  before  the  Con- 
tagious 1  >isease8  Acts  were  in  force,  there 
were  known  to  be  about  400  of  these 
women  parading  the  streets ;  after  the 
Acts  came  info  operation,  the  number 
had  decreased,  he  believed,  to  slightly 
under  1.50;  since  the  suspension  of  the 
Compulsory  Clauses,  the  number  had 
increased  to  3.30  two  months  ago,  and  it 
had  since  probably  increased  still  fur- 
ther. The  Contagious  Diseases  Acta, 
although  many  hon.  Members  might  not 
be  aware  of  the  fact,  did  not  render  the 
trade  of  prostitution  legal.  The  trade 
was  not  an  offence  at  Common  Law,  and 
the  operation  of  the  Acts  was  to  limit  a 
previously  o.xisting  right.  He  contended 
that  the  beneficial  efi'ect  of  the  Acts  was 
shown  by  the  statu  of  their  gi-eat  camp  at 
Aldershot,  where,  os  he  had  already 
pointed  out,  the  number  of  prostitutes 
had,  while  they  were  in  force,  been  re- 
duced from  400  to  150.  He,  for  one, 
regretted  the  increased  facilities  for  pros- 
titution now  given  by  the  nou-enforce- 
ment  of  the  Compulsory  Clauses. 

Mk.  HOPWOOD  said,  he  was  rather 
surprised  that  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  who  had  just  sat  down  should 
have  described  the  Acts  as  beneficial  in 
their  operation  at  Aldershot.  He  had 
alluded  to  the  reduction  in  the  number 
of  prostitutes.  The  evidence  showed 
that  in  Aldershot  they  would  have  one 
regiment  side  by  side  with  another, 
under  equal  conditions  in  every  way — 
the  one  seriously  affected  with  disease, 
the  other  comparatively  free.  Now,  he 
doubted  whether  this  law  was  likely  to 
put  the  men  on  a  better  footing  as  re- 
garded character.  Surely  there  was  some- 
thing to  be  said  on  that  ([uoation.  The 
character  of  regiments  had  been  shown 
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to  be  the  cause  of  tlie  difference  between 
tlioox  in  respect  of  the  amount  of  disease. 
One  regiment  was  absolutely  forget- 
ful of  decency  and  of  the  restraints  of 
good  character,  when  placed  in  the 
way  of  these  temptations  ;  while  another 
■with  the  same  temptations  avoided  them. 
Now,  with  all  respect  to  the  gallant 
officers  of  regiments,  might  they  not  do 
more  for  their  men?  If  thej'  set  the 
necessary  example,  it  might  be  that 
they  would  do  much  for  the  reclamation 
of  their  subordinates.  He  had  once 
asked  the  noble  Marquess  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  in  that  House  this  Ques- 
tion— he  wanted  to  know  why  soldiers, 
more  than  any  other  class  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's subjects,  were  to  be  protected  by 
special  lawsfromthcconsequencesof  their 
acts  ?  And  he  put  the  same  question  now, 
because  he  thought  that  this  was  the 
groundwork  of  the  Acts,  and  it  was  that 
which  touched  the  moral  sense  of  the 
nation.  These  Acts  were  passed  in 
1866-9,  while  the  people  were  unaware 
of  what  was  being  done.  It  was  said 
that  the  vote  of  the  20th  of  April,  1883, 
which  condemned  them,  was  a  "snap" 
vote  ;  but  he  asserted  it  was  the  result  of 
a  consensus  of  opinion  of  the  majority 
of  that  House.  A  certain  number  of 
hon.  Members  on  the  other  side  who 
were  in  favour  of  the  Acts  stayed  away; 
they  dared  not  vote  for  them,  and  they 
abstained  from  doing  so.  Taking  the 
majority,  then,  it  was  a  very  signidcant 
fact  that  the  House  was  never  more 
representative  of  the  voice  of  the  nation 
than  it  was  on  the  occasion  referred  to, 
when  the  Acts  were  curtailed.  But  the 
conversation  they  were  having  had  shown 
that  a  very  great  improvement  had  taken 
place  in  the  conscience  of  the  Govern- 
ment Departments  statistically.  It  was 
a  matter  for  wonder  how  that  had  been 
secured.  For  long  years  his  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Halifa.v  (Mr. 
Btansfeld)  had  fought  this  battle,  during 
which  time  he  had  been  met  over  and 
over  again  in  that  House  with  statistics 
of  the  most  convincing  and  overwhelm- 
ing character — if  reliable — from  the  De- 
partments in  favour  of  the  Acts.  There 
had  also  been  paragraphs  inserted  by 
authority  in  T/rn  Titnts  and  other  news- 
papers describing  the  flood  of  blessings 
which  this  legislation  had  shed  upon  the 
liritish  Arm}-  and  Navy.  But  they  found 
now,  by  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
on  which  he  had   had    the  honour  of 

Mr.  Uopitood 


serving,  what  had  been  the  actual  re- 
sult during  the  last  1-1  or  15  years 
— a  trifling  saving,  if  oven  that  could 
he  accredited  tu  the  system.  Now  they 
had  it  on  the  high  authority  of  the 
noble  Marquess  that  they  must  not  rely 
on  this  sort  of  figuring,  and  found  upon 
it  the.se  conclusions,  because  he  had  dis- 
covered for  himself  that  the  Acts  had 
not  done  much  good.  He  and  his  hon. 
Friends  congratulated  themselves  on 
having  one  of  independent  judgment  to 
preside  at  the  War  Office.  The  Depart- 
ment of  the  noble  Marquess  had  given  a 
nnmplete  answer  to  his  right  hon.  Friend 
opposite  (Mr.  Cavendish  Bentinck).  The 
noble  Marquess  said  that  even  when  the 
Acts  were  in  force'the  admissions,  taking 
occasional  periods  of  time,  had  been  more 
numerous  than  they  were  now ;  and  there- 
fore, he  said,  they  could  not  be  too  cautious 
in  making  use  of  the  statistics.  The  best 
test  they  had  were  the  Returns  furnished 
for  the  si.x:  months  which  ensued  on  that 
very  decisive  vote  that  was  given  on  the 
'20th  of  April,  1883.  It  appeared  that 
at  the  end  of  that  time  the  admissions 
per  week  had  increased  by  a  fraction 
of  a  man  per  1,000.  The  noble  Mar- 
quess, he  was  aware,  had  dealt  with 
another  set  of  statistics,  and  bad  said 
with  regard  to  the  continuance  of  the 
men  in  hospital  that  for  the  same  period 
there  had  been  an  increase  of  those 
remaining  in  hospital.  He  did  not  want 
to  dwell  too  much  upon  figures  ;  it  had 
always  been  their  contention  that  they 
should  not  be  too  much  relied  upon — at 
least,  his  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Stans- 
feld)  had  always  contended  for  that, 
and  he  (Mr.  Hopwood)  had  added  his 
protest ;  but  they  were  not  listened  to. 
But  this  he  would  say,  if  the  disease, 
as  was  alleged,  had  so  much  in- 
creased, the  admissions  into  hospital 
would  have  increased  correspondingly. 
But  it  appeared  there  had  been  little  or 
no  such  increase.  He  had  had  to  ask 
Questions  also  in  that  House  with  regard 
to  the  statistics  from  the  Admiralty.  The 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Admiral  opposite 
(Sir  John  Hay)  had  been  dwelling  ou 
the  Return  relating  to  the  Navy.  And 
what  had  happened  with  regard  to  that 
branch  of  the  Service  ?  Ever  since  theee 
Acts  had  been  in  force,  certain  ports 
had  been  subjected  to  them.  Soma 
years  ago.  Sir  Harcourt  Johnstone  bad 
moved  for  a  Return  comparing  five  porta 
}U  subjection  with  five  ports  not  in  eutk 
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jection  to  the  Acts.  Would  it  be  bo- 
lioved  that  ia  making'  that  Return  the 
Admirnlty  ranked  ifi(\Q  buys  a«  men, 
aud  with  regard  to  the  prevalence  of 
disease,  gave  the  benefit  of  that  elaaaifi- 
catioit  to  the  subjected  districts?  That 
Lad  been  over  and  over  again  pointed 
out  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
as  vitiating  the  Annual  Reports ;  but 
it  was  not  until  last  year  that  the  Ad- 
miralty were  brought  to  admit  that  the 
luodo  of  comparison  was  misleading. 
Misleading !  He  should  say  it  was 
playing  with  the  House  of  Commons ; 
ho  called  it  making  statistics  to  justify  a 
false  cuuclusion.  Last  year  the  Ad- 
miralty promised  to  loure  it  out  of  the 
Navy  Report.  But  they  had  only  left 
out  a  portion  of  it.  Their  attention  had 
been  called  to  two  tables  in  which  the 
same  error  existed,  and  when  reproached 
with  it  they  said  it  was  no  eri'or  at 
all;  thi-y  had  the  hardihood  to  say  there 
was  no  error  in  ranking  4,000  boys 
amongst  men ;  but  they  added  that  in 
the  nest  Report,  aa  the  operation  of  the 
Act  had  been  suspended,  the  classifi- 
cation would  not  be  presented  to  the 
House.  He  said  that  the  Return  in 
question  wos  an  unfair  nnd^unjustifiable 
statement ;  and,  as  a  matter  of  figures, 
he  was  bound  to  say  that  it  shook  one's 
contidcnce  in  all  the  otlicial  Returns 
with  regard  to  such  things.  Now  this 
matter,  with  regard  to  the  Acts,  wos  a 
fancy  of  the  Heads  of  the  Departments 
and  of  some  hon.  Members  ;  and  it  was 
also  a  fancy  thing  with  some  in  society. 
It  was,  in  his  opinion,  dangerous  that 
those  who  advocated  the  Acts  should 
be  trusted  to  prepare  unchecked  the 
statistics  which  tliey  put  before  the 
House.  He  was  not  going  into  the 
whole  of  the  wide  subject  that  had  to 
be  dealt  with.  He  did  not  think  it 
would  bo  in  good  taste,  because  ho  was 
exceedingly  glad  to  hear  the  opinion 
which  the  noble  Marquess  had  expressed, 
and  to  perceive  that  ho  had  taken  up  un 
important  position  in  relation  to  the 
subject.  But  he  (Mr.  Hopwood)  was 
anxious  to  refer  to  the  question  of 
morals.  The  idea  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Hythe  (Sir  Edward  Watkinj  was 
that  those  opposed  to  the  Acts  relied  on 
fear  of  disease  to  dc'ter  young  men  from 
a  departure  from  virtue,  but  that,  for  his 
part,  he  advocated  protection  for  them. 
He  would  ask  the  hon.  Buronet  whether 
there  was  eoiy  such  thing  as  the  Codo 
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of  Ethics,  which  he  would  apply  to  the 
fouduot  of  the  nation  ?  His  only  idea 
was  that  boys  bhould  be  kept  from  dis- 
ease; and  that  seemed  to  be  his  notion  of 
morality.  The  idea  of  the  Acts  was  that 
greyheaded  fathers  should  say  to  their 
boys — "  Never  mind  those  who  teach 
that  morality  ia  right  and  self-restraint 
is  necessary  ;  we  have  thrown  aside  all 
that  sort  of  nonsense ;  we  have  passed 
aa  Act  to  make  vice  safe  ;  listen  to  the 
teachings  of  the  Legislature,  and  not  of 
the  divines."  The  public  standard  of 
morality  was  thus  altered.  Some  hon. 
Members  had  said  that  the  Acts  pro- 
duced order  iu  the  streets.  They  had 
been  challenged  over  and  over  again 
on  that  point.  There  was  not  a  word 
iu  the  Acts  which  gave  a  policeman 
power  even  to  question  loose  women  j 
uud  a  great  deal  that  they  did  under 
the  Acts  was  perfectly  illegal,  and 
ought  long  since  to  have  been  put 
an  end  to.  It  was  said  that  they 
produced  order.  In  what  way?  The 
policeman  was  made  the  tutor,  the  con- 
ductor, and  the  gaoler  of  women  dis- 
eased, and  he  was  set  over  them  ia 
command.  And  that  was  called  pre- 
serving order !  Why,  they  had  no 
power  under  these  Acts  to  interfere|with 
women  from  the  day  they  were  on  the 
register,  provided  they  came  up  at  the 
prescribed  times  for  examination.  Then 
it  was  said — "  You  know  there  are  a 
number  of  people  who  disagree  with 
you — estimable,  religious  people,  and  so 
on."  Of  course,  he  granted  that.  But 
what  was  the  explanation  ?  He  would 
take  one  or  two  of  tho  clergy  thus  cited. 
One  gentleman  was  a  Roman  Outholio 
priest,  and  two  or  three  instances  of 
clergy  of  ditferent  denominations  had 
been  cited.  ^V'hy  did  clergymen  like 
the  Acts  ■?  Clergymen  were,  as  a  rule, 
ready,  in  what  they  deemed  the  cause 
of  religion,  to  pass  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment arbitrary  and  tyrannical ;  and 
their  idea  was  that  if  frail  women 
could  be  got  within  the  net,  and  placed 
under  tho  influence  of  the  clergy,  or 
under  other  infiuence  which  they  be- 
lieved to  be  good,  the  legislation  would 
be  justified;  and  that  was  what  they 
desired  to  do.  Accordingly,  they  relied 
upon  getting  women  into  hospitals,  and 
upon  being  then  able  to  set  to  work  to 
convert  them.  What  could  be  more 
striking  than  the  hypocrisy  of  asserting, 
on  the  one  hand,   that  their  intention 
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\i-a8  to  reolaim,  to  guide  to  holier  in- 
fluences, while,  at  the  same  tinio,  they 
put  women  on  the  register,  Bubmitted 
them  to  inspection,  forced  tbum  intoahos- 
pital,  nnd  then  went  through  the  mockery 
of  introducing  the  chaplain  to  them  ? 
They  did  not,  and  naturally  they  could 
not,  expect  their  opponents  to  share 
their  sentiments  in  this  matter.  But 
they  know  that  the  majority  of  their 
countrymen  would  not  allow  these  filthy 
Acts  to  be  continued  in  any  shape,  not 
even  by  a  Bill  in  the  Lords,  such  as  had 
been  brought  in  for  the  amendment  of 
the  Criminal  Law.  This  legislation,  he 
was  glad  to  say,  was  doomed.  In  1871 
a  Iloyal  Commission  sat  to  inquire  into 
this  matter,  and  they  arrived  at  the 
same  conclusiun  that  the  House  had 
arrived  at  by  its  vote.  For  more 
than  12  years  successive  lioverumenta 
had  gone  on,  in  the  face  of  their  ad- 
risers,  imbuing  the  population  with 
the  filth  of  this  logi»liition,  and  in 
epite  of  the  strong  efforts  made  against 
it.  Would  they  go  on  in  this  way  ?  It 
Biruck  him  that  their  masters  would  take 
oare  thoy  did  not,  and  they  would  not 
need  a  strong  appeal  to  make  them  come 
to  that  conclusion. 

Me.  cavendish  BENTINCK  said, 
he  did  not  think  the  noble  Mai'i|uess 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  had 
much  mended  his  oaee  by  what  he  had 
said  that  night.  He  had  not  offered 
what  could  be  called  a  strong  defence  of 
the  course  which  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment had  thought  proper  to  take  in  this 
case.  Ho  was  obliged  to  join  issue  with 
the  noble  Marquess  on  one  point — 
namely,  that  these  Acts  were  originally 
passed  for  the  benefit  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  alone.  Itwastjuite  true  that  that 
was  the  principal  ground  of  policy  on 
which  the  Acts  were  introduced  ;  but  at 
the  limn  that  thej'  were  carried,  there 
■were  many  Members,  amongst  whom 
was  himself,  who  supported  the  measure 
as  being  in  the  interest  of  unfortunate 
women,  and  who,  touched  with  pity  at 
the  miserable  condition  to  which  those 
unfortunates  were  reduced,  were  deter- 
mined to  do  all  that  might  be  in  their 
power  to  rescue  them  from  the  state  of 
degradation  into  which  they  had  fallen. 
That  had  been  his  motive  for  supporting 
the  Acts  when  they  were  introduced  intu 
the  House  of  Commons;  and  it  was 
pi'rfoetly  well  known  that  there  were 
many  other  Members  whose  motives  at 
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the  time  were  the  same.  The  noble  Mar- 
quess had  referred  to  the  Returns  of 
the  Army;  but  he  (Mr.  Cavendish  Ben- 
tinck)  wns  bound  to  say  that  they  were 
not  satisfactory  Returns  to  him  in  any 
way.  They  only  came  down  to  the  end 
of  last  year,  when  the  actual  effect  of  the 
suspension  of  the  Acts  was  not  plainly 
visible ;  and  he  could  not  agree  with 
the  conclusions  which  the  noble  Mar- 
quess had  drawn  from  them,  for  eveii 
in  the  short  period  referred  to  of  tlie 
year  1883,  while  in  the  protected  sta- 
tions the  average  strength  was  39,100, 
there  were  6,900  admissions;  whereas 
in  the  previous  j'car,  when  there  were 
40,900  men,  there  were  5,927  admis- 
sions. There  was,  therefore,  upon  the 
noble  Marquess's  Return,  a  difference 
of  1,000  as  between  the  two  years. 
That  he  regarded  as  a  very  considerable 
amount  ;  and  so  far  as  his  own  infor- 
mation, obtained  from  general  officers, 
went,  and  as  the  result  of  his  own  ob- 
servations, he  believed  that  a  great  de- 
ficiency had  occurred  in  the  effective 
ranks  of  the  Army  owing  to  the  sus- 
jiension  of  the  Acts ;  and  he  expected 
that  the  next  Returns,  when  brought 
out.  Would  show  a  still  further  diminu- 
tion in  the  general  efficiency  of  the 
Forces.  Moreover,  the  noble  Marquess, 
in  this  curiously-constructed  Return. 
bad  not  given  the  various  forms  of 
disease  ;  the  more  severe  nnd  the  lighter 
forms  wore  jumbled  together  ;  and  they 
were  entitled  to  know  whether  there 
had  been  any  increase  in  the  former. 

The  Marquess  of  UARTINGTON  : 
The  Returns  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Portsmouth  (Sir  II.  Drummond  Wolff) 
are  on  the  Table,  and  if  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  had  objected  to 
them,  the  form  could  have  been  amended. 

Mn.  CAVENDISH  BENTINCK  : 
That  was  for  the  noble  Marquess  to  do, 
80  far  as  the  Army  Estimates  were  con- 
cemed.  But  he  (Sir.  Cavendish  Bon- 
tinck)  had  suggested  to  his  hon.  Friend 
the  addition  with  regard  to  admissions 
of  women  into  hospital,  and  he  should 
also  have  to  refer  to  that  subject  again, 
and  bring  to  bear  upon  it  figures  th*t 
were  absolutely  reliable.  He  was  bound 
to  say  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment had  shown  great  vacillation  and 
inconsistency — thot  would  not  be  denied 
— in  this  matter,  because  if  the  Acts 
were  bad  they  ought  to  have  dealt  with 
them  a  long  time  ago.     Why  had  they 
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been  allowed  to  continue  in  force  for  17 
years  ?  He  remembered  the  time  at 
■whioh  there  were  very  strong  local  ob- 
jections to  the  Acts,  but  one  by  one  they 
had  fallen  ofiF;  and  now  they  were  told, 
and  most  truly,  what  no  one  in  tho 
House  would  deny — that  in  the  subjected 
districts  the  Acts  were  most  popular,  and 
that  there  was  a  strong  desire  on  the 
part  of  the  majority  of  the  populations 
there  that  their  provisions  should  bo  re- 
vised. Thon  ho  rame  to  the  nest  point 
— what  was  now  tho  policy  of  llor  Ma- 
jesty's Government  ?  First  of  all,  they 
bad  introduced  the  Detention  in  Hos- 
pitals Bill,  which  had  been  practically 
■withdrawn  ;  thon,  in  answer  to  a  depu- 
tation the  other  day,  the  right  hoii.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  .State 
for  the  Homo  Department  said  that  a 
remedy  in  the  shape  of  a  Criminal  Law 
Amendment  Dill  would  be  forthcoming  ; 
but  the  noble  Marquess  knew  well  that 
that  Bill  never  had  the  slightest  chance 
of  passing  in  that  House,  for  it  was  ob- 
jected to  not  only  by  those  who  shared 
his  (Mr.  Cavendir-h  Bentiuck's)  views, 
but  also  by  hon.  Members  below  the 
Gangway  opposed  to  the  Acts,  and  de- 
nounced by  publications  which  repre- 
sented their  particular  views.  It  was 
tho  general  opinion  that  the  Bill  never 
had  the  least  chance  of  success — cer- 
tainly not  this  Session ;  and,  from  the 
nature  of  the  Business  which  the  House 
would  have  before  it  next  Session,  he 
did  not  think  there  was  much  likelihood 
then  of  its  passing,  or  even  being  con- 
sidered. Therefore,  he  felt  justifled  in 
making  charges  of  vacillation  and  incon- 
sistency against  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment on  account  of  their  having  sus- 
pended these  useful  Acts,  and  in  having 
proposed  one  measure  which  they  had 
not  carried  forward,  aud  then  in  having 
put  forward  another  which  was  not  likely 
to  become  law.  The  result  of  this  va 
cillation  and  inconsistency  had  been, 
as  was  generally  the  case  with  the  policy 
of  the  Government  in  reference  to  most 
(juestions,  disaster  ;  at  all  events,  it  had 
proved  disastrous  to  the  unfortunate 
women  whom  he,  for  one,  desired  to  be 
protected  by  the  Acts.  Now,  if  prosti- 
tution were  not  abolished  —  and  he 
did  not  think  tho  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Halifax  (Mr.  Stansfeld), 
who  represented  the  views  of  the  Repeal 
Association  on  the  Committee,  had  ever 
proposed  to  aboliab  it,  or  make  it  crimi- 


nal for  a  woman  to  carry  on  the  trade 
of  a  prostitute — how  were  these  women 
to  be  relieved  ?  Thej-  could  not  be  got 
into  hospitals  of  their  own  freewill;  ha 
should  be  able  to  show  that  nothing  of 
the  kind  could  be  done.  The  country  had 
an  excellent  law  on  this  subject ;  it  had 
been  suspended,  and  nothing  substituted 
for  it ;  tho  Government  had  found  order 
existing,  and  replaced  it  by  chaos.  He 
hud  taken  some  trouble  to  investigate  this 
mutter  by  tho  light  of  what  had  occurred 
at  tho  London  Lock  Hospital,  to  which 
he  had  been  for  many  years  a  subscriber ; 
be  had  personally  attended  upon  the 
House  Surgeon  and  the  Secretary,  and 
obtained  some  statistics  which  perhaps 
the  noble  Marquess  might  place  upon 
the  Table  as  a  Parliamentary  Return,  for 
they  were  very  interesting  statistics  with 
regard  to  the  condition  of  women  in  the 
hospital.  Well,  then,  in  the  London 
Lock  Hospital,  comparing  the  year  end- 
ing on  the  30th  of  June.  1882,  with  the 
year  ending  on  the  30th  of  June,  1884, 
the  total  number  admitted  on  theCJovern- 
ment  side  was  46-1  in  the  former  period ; 
whereas,  in  the  latter,  the  number  had 
fallen  to  i207  ;  and  tlie  number  of  cases 
of  gonorrhea,  which  in  1882  was  183, 
had  dropped  to  20.  Constitutional  or 
secondary  syphilis  bad  risen  from  33 
per  cent  to  65  per  cent,  and  the  average 
duration  of  treatment  hud  extended  fitim 
23-31  to  62  days. 

Mil.  PULESTON :  The  average  dura- 
tion in  tho  Royal  Albert  Hospital  has 
risen  from  30  days  to  60  days. 

Mr.  cavendish  BENTINCK  said, 
the  figures  he  had  quoted  showed  that 
while  there  was  the  enormous  reduction 
from  464  in  1882  to  207  in  1884,  the 
percentage  of  cases  of  constitutional 
syphilis  had  risen  from  33  to  oo.  He 
had  a  letter  from  the  House  Surgeon  of 
the  Lock  Hospital,  who,  in  forwarding 
the  Return  to  which  he  (Mr.  Cavendish 
Bentinck)  had  just  refeired,  said — 

"  While  tho  number  of  women  relieved  has 
cnormoiialy  decroaacd,  the  diaeoite  under  whioh 
they  suffer  is  of  u  very  nggravnted  kind." 

He  (Mr.  Cavendish  Bentinck)  would 
now  take  the  noble  Marquess  (tho  Mar- 
quo.'!s  of  Hartington)  to  the  Chatham 
Hospital.  Miss  Webb,  writing  from 
Cliatham  on  July  4,  1884,  said — 

"  In  answer  to  your  letter  recoived  to-dny,  I 
considfir  wo  may  say  we  arc,  since  tho  suspen- 
sion of  the  police,  in  about  tho  sumo  position  as 
before  1870 :  therefore,  a  fair  comparison  should 
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date  within  a  short  time  of  that  period  and 
now.  The  admissions  to  this  Hospital,  from 
July  1,  1871,  to  July  1,  1872.  were  614.  The 
number  of  beds  usually  occupied,  60  to  68 ;  on 
one  occasion,  73.  DetenUon  in  hospital,  28-3S 
days.  Owing  to  the  benefits  conferred  by  the 
'  C.  D.  Acts  '  in  their  entirety  the  numbers  of 
admissions  decreased,  and  from  July  1,  1881,  to 
July  1,  1882,  Ihcy  were  474.  The  number  of 
beds  occupied,  20  to  30.  Detention  in  hospital, 
24 '58  days.  (*n  the  suspension  of  the  police, 
Shomclift'e  Hospital  was  closed,  and  the  patients 
of  that  district  aro  received  at  this  Hospital. 
With  that  addition,  the  number  of  admissions 
from  July  1,  1883,  to  July  1,  1884.  have  been 
lo4.  The  munber  of  beds  occupied,  13  to  26  ; 
on  one  occasion,  30.  Number  now  in  hospital 
20,  throe  of  whom  have  been  under  treatment 
for  more  than  seven  months,  and  are  still  too  ill 
to  be  discharged,  and  two  came  in  two  days  ago 
likely  to  want  as  long  treatment ;  few  are  able 
to  be  discharged  under  three  or  four  months  in 
the  present  stale  of  things." 

That  was  tbe  result  of  the  suspension  of 
the  Contagious  Diseoaos  Acts.  In  the 
Chatham  Hospital,  also,  the  number  of 
admissions  had  fallen  very  much  ;  but 
the  diseases  under  which  the  unfortu- 
nate women  suffered  were  of  a  very 
aggravated  kind.  Miss  Webb  also  told 
liim  that  53  out  of  the  75  admissions 
during  the  last  six  months  were  veiy 
bad  cases  of  secondary  disease,  and  more 
of  such  oasos  were  being  admitted,  lie 
had  a  further  letter  from  a  gentleman 
who  was  well  acquainted  with  the  matter. 
His  correspondent  wrote — 

"  You  may  be  assured  that  the  reports  you 
received  yeaterday  from  the  House  8urgcon  at 
the  London  Lock  Hospital,  as  to  the  relatively 
greater  number  and  the  increased  severity  of 
the  cases  of  secondary  syphilis  are  precisely 
what  you  would  receive  at  all  the  certificated 
Lock  Hospitals.  What  is  worse,  at  Portsmouth 
and  Devonport  especially  there  aro  now  a  much 
greater  number  of  very  young  girls  between  17 
and  20  than  there  were  formerly,  many  of  these 
nflected  with  the  worse  forms  of  syphilis,  and 
the  statements  made  by  them  in  hospital  con- 
firm the  belief  that  there  must  be  largo  numbers 
of  young  girls  on  the  streets  infected  with  the 
most  virulent  type  of  syphilis.  They  will  not 
seek  admission  until  compelled  to  do  so  by  the 
Boverity  of  their  sufferings,  and  tho  cases  aro 
necessarily  much  louger  under  treatment." 

These  were  tho  results  which  were 
always  prophesied  by  the  supporters  of 
the  Acts.  The  witnesses  who  gave  evi- 
dence before  the  Committee  stated  over 
and  over  again  that  women  would  not 
go  into  hospital  until  thoy  were  com- 

f)elled,  or  if  they  did  thoy  went  in  too 
ate  and  came  out  too  early.  It  seemed 
to  him  that  if  ever  the  female  sex  had 
been  misused,  they  had  been  misu.snd  by 
tho  policy   adopted  by  the  right    hon. 

Hr.  Catendiah  Benlinck 


Gentleman  the  Member  for  Halifax 
(Mr.  Stan.afeld)  and  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Stockport  (Mr.  Hopwood).  He  (Mr. 
Cavendish  Bentinck)  had  always  en- 
deavoured to  befriend  the  womon. 
\_A  laugh.]  Tho  right  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Stansfeld)  laughed ;  but  did  he 
think  it  right  that  these  poor  unfor- 
tunate women  should  not  be  admitted 
to  hospital ;  did  he  think  it  right  they 
should  be  allowed  to  rot  and  starve  in 
the  streets  ?  Was  the  riglit  hon.  Gentle- 
man a  subscriber  to  the  Lock  Hospital  ? 
No,  Sir.  Was  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  tho  Member  for  Stockport 
(Mr.  Hopwood)  a  subscriber  to  the  Lock 
Hospital  ?  No.  They  considered  it 
wrong  to  subscribe  to  such  a  piece ;  but 
it  was  a  great  pity  they  did  not  visit  the 
hospitals,  and  see  what  a  great  advan- 
tage they  were  to  the  unfortunate  sex 
whose  cause  they  claimed  to  espouse. 
Tiiere  was  a  Sociotj'  opposed  to  the 
Acts  called  the  Rescue  Society,  the 
Secretary  of  which  was  called  as  a 
witness  before  the  Committee.  The 
Society  had  a  very  limited  operation, 
and  one  of  the  pieces  of  information 
which  tho  Secretary  gave  them  was  that 
they  never,  on  any  consideration,  ia 
thi'se  later  times  took  in  a  woman  who 
came  from  a  subjected  district.  This 
was  an  instance  (tf  the  Christian  charity 
on  the  part  of  the  Rescue  .Society  ;  tliis 
Society  declined  to  have  anything  to  do 
with  any  abandoned  woman  who  had 
come  from  where  the  Acts  were  in 
force.  He  had  only  that  morning  re- 
ceived a  further  letter  from  Miss  Webb, 
and  it  was  so  interesting  that  he  did  not 
hesitate  to  read  it  to  the  Committt«o. 
Writing  on  July  25,  1884,  Miss  Webb 
said — 

' '  I  have  80  lately  sent  you  statistics  of  Ihv 
number  of  women  who  have  passed  through 
this  hospital  at  different  periods,  that  I  will 
now  only  add,  what  has  been  brought  to  my 
notice  lately,  by  ladies  who  devote  their  time  to 
'  rescue  work '  in  these  towns  ;  they  tell  me  the 
state  of  the  place  with  regard  to  iuimorality,  is 
worse  than  they  have  ever  icnown  it,  and  two 
clergymen  who  I  met  a  few  days  sineo,  told  me 
they  had  never  known  suuh  a  sad  state  o{ 
things  in  all  their  experience,  as  it  has  become 
since  the  suspension  of  the  '  C.  D.  A."  polii-c. 
I  have  been  asked  to  help  to  trace  girls  gono 
astray,  which  1  could  have  done  easily  when 
the  Acts  were  in  force,  but  am  now  powerless. 
Only  two  days  ago  two  ladies  came  to  inu 
about  a  child,  not  quite  nine  running  about , 
barracks  in  danger  of  harm  ;  her  mother  bein^^ 
in  here.     Had  the  '  C.  D.  A.'  iiolice  been  on 
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duty,  that  child  and  many  qiiitc  as  young 
would  have  been  placed  out  of  danger.  I  am 
aware  this  has  boon  fully  represented  by  tho 
deputations  in  favour  of  tho  '  C.  D.  A.,'  and  I 
am  also  aware  that  one  argument  is  thut 
'  rc«cue  work '  was  not  the  intention  of  tlio 
Acts,  but  only  incidental.  Granted.  Take  it 
on  sanitary  grounds.  There  are  only  20 
women  in  hospital,  and  that  from  eight  towns, 
with  a  radius  of  10  miles  round  ench,  under 
(wo  can  no  longer  say  protertcil  by)  the  '  C.  D. 
Acts.'  Though  I  came  here  solely  for  the  pur- 
po8»>  of  trying  to  reform  tho  poor  women  brought 
under  the  '  C.  D.  A.,'  a  time  has  come  when  the 
exigencies  of  tho  case  require  I  should  8j>eak 
plainly,  however  painful  to  myself.  The  argu- 
ment that  women  are  injured  by  these  Acl."s,  I, 
after  14  years'  experience,  pronounce  absurd. 
These  unfortunates  make  a  trade  of  their 
passions.  Should  the  I'olice  be  restored  (which 
is  much  to  bo  desired)  I  would  like  a  clause 
added  tu  tho  Acts  — namely,  that  once  a  doctor 
has  pronounced  a  woman  must  be  received  into 
hospital,  the  police  should  not  lose  sight  of  her, 
on  the  plea  that  she  '  wants  to  lock  up  her 
house,'  etc.,  eta  Numbers  have  come  in 
after,  semi-intoxicated,  and  boasted  to  their 
companions  of  tho  mischief  they  knew  they  had 
done  in  the  two  or  three  hours  so  gamed  of 
liberty.  Should  such  creatures— f  cannot  call 
them  women— be  allowed  to  go  on  unro- 
alrained  ?  " 

That  was  the  experience  of  everybody 
who  liad  had  to  do  with  the  Acts,  and 
certainly  it  was  his  experience  of  the 
evidence  which  was  given  before  the 
Committee.  He  wus  not  aware  that 
any  witnesses  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  tho  working  of  tho  hospitals 
had  been  brought  to  contradict  the 
evidence  which  was  given  by  the  per- 
sons practically  acquainted  with  the 
Wfirking  of  the  Acts.  In  fact,  almost 
all  the  witnesses  who  were  produced  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Stans- 
feld)  were  witnesses  who,  when  pressed, 
said  the  real  fact  was  they  know  nothing 
about  the  matter.  That  being  so,  what 
answer  had  been  given  to  the  statements 
of  the  supporters  of  the  Acts?  What 
was  to  bo  said  on  bebalf  of  those  who 
would  deny  to  these  poor  women  the 
great  benefits  they  had  received  from 
the  Lock  Hospitals?  It  was  the  old 
argurat-nt  of  superstition  which  was 
really  at  the  bottom  of  the  opposition  to 
these  Acts — namely,  that  these  diseases 
were  Ood-mado  punishments.  Such  an 
argument  had  been  repeated  to  him  over 
and  over  again  at  the  time  of  a  Parlia- 
mentary Election.  He  attended  a  meeting 
at  Exeter  Hall  not  long  ng-j.  He  heard 
the  hon.  Member  for  JjivoJi>ool  (Mr.  S. 
Smith)  make  a  speech;  but  he  was 
bound  to  say  that  a  more  superstitious 
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speech  he  never  heard.  It  was  so 
superstitious  that  even  the  audience 
objected  to  it.  It  was  argued  at  the 
meeting  that  it  was  nn  offence  against 
religion  and  morality  to  relieve  the 
sufferings  of  those  unfortunate  women. 
Was  that  Christian  charity  ?  If  so,  it  was 
not  charity  he  (Mr.  CavendJah-Bentiack) 
cared  to  practice.  He  was  glad  reference 
had  been  made  to  a  certain  Memorial 
to  the  Prime  Minister  against  tho  Acts. 
He  found,  however,  that  most  of  the 
signatures  to  tho  Memorial  were  those 
of  members  of  Radical  Clubs,  Trades 
Unions,  and  other  similar  Societies,  who 
for  some  years  had  taken  nn  objection 
to  tho  Acts ;  but  he  could  not  exactly 
understand  why.  One  of  tho  paragi-apha 
of  the  Memorial  was  to  the  effect  that 
the  tendencies  of  this  legislution  was  to 
force  women  into  the  hands  of  irrespon- 
sible officers.  He  denied  that  a  police- 
man was  an  irresponsible  officer,  and 
tho  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Stockport  (Mr.  Hopwood) 
would  not  say,  as  a  lawyer,  that  a  police 
officer  was  an  iiTesponsible  person.  A 
policeman  was  responsible  to  his  superior 
and  to  the  authorities.  If  ever  there  bad 
been  a  case  of  misconduct  brought  against 
a  policeman — no  case  had  aa  yet  beea 
brought — he  (Mr.  Cavendish  Bentinck) 
had  not  tho  slightest  doubt  the  man 
would  have  been  punished.  Another 
paragraph  of  the  Memorial  was  to  the 
effect  that  the  power  given  by  tho  Act 
was  abused.  A  more  imtrue  statement 
was  never  made,  and  be  was  surprised 
to  see  amongst  the  signatures  to  the 
document  that  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Stoke  (Mr.  Broadhurst).  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber had  before  him  all  tho  evidence  given 
before  the  Committee,  and,  therefore,  it 
was  surprising  he  should  have  neglected 
to  examine  that  evidence  before  he 
signed  a  document  which  contained 
statements  so  deliberately  false  aa  the 
one  to  which  (Mr.  Cavendish  Bentinck) 
had  called  attention.  As  hon.  Members 
knew  perfectly  well,  there  was  no  in- 
stance in  which  virtuous  young  women 
hud  been  hurried  into  a  life  of  prostitu- 
tion by  the  action  of  tho  police,  as  was 
alleged  iu  the  Memorial.  li  there  had 
been  such  a  case  it  would  have  been 
brought  before  the  Committee,  and  its 
merits  would  have  been  adjudicated 
upon  by  tho  Committee.  Another  basis 
for  opposition  to  the  Acts  was  that  of 
intolerance   and  prejudice.      It   was  ft 
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most  surprising  thing  that  so  few  Scotch 
Mombora  supported  tho  Acts.  Ho  did 
not  know  what  had  bocumo  of  tho  right 
hon.  Gfintleman  tho  Member  for  the 
University  of  Edinburgh  (Sir  Lyon  Play- 
fair),  who  used  to  defend  tho  Acts  so 
energetically ;  but  he  knew  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  still  a  strong 
advocate  of  tho  Acts,  and  he  also  re- 
membered that,  not  long  since,  a  most 
ftble  speech  was  made  in  the  Rouse  by 
his  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  the  Member 
for  South  Ayrshire  (Major  General  Alex- 
ander)— who  ho  regretted  not  to  see  in 
his  place — in  answer  to  another  very 
powerful  speech  against  tho  repeal  of 
the  Acts.  No  doubt,  considerable  Par- 
liamentary pressure  had  been  put  upon 
Scotch  Members  to  induce  them  not 
to  voto  and  speak  in  support  of  the 
Acts.  Tliat  wa-s  one  of  the  reasons  why 
ho  had  always  advocated  secret  voting 
in  the  House  on  occasions  of  this  kind. 
Under  such  a  system  they  would  really 
got  at  the  true  opinions  of  Members, 
because  Members  would  not  be  afraid 
of  an  adverse  vote  at  the  next  Election. 
How  was  it,  he  repeated,  that  theGovern- 
ment  had  allowed  the  Acts  to  continue  in 
operation  for  1 G  years  without  taking  any 
action  ?  Wliy,  last  year,  when  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Halifax 
(Mr.  Stansfeld)  proposed  hisEesolution, 
the  Government  did  not  make  up  their 
minds  until  the  eleventh  hour  as  to 
which  way  they  would  go.  The  House 
were  always  led  to  suppose  that,  as  three 
Heads  of  Departments— the  Home  Se- 
cretary, the  noble  Marquess  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War,  and  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  (Mr.  Osborno 
Morgan),  who  represented  the  Govern- 
ment on  the  Committee — were  in  favour 
of  the  Acts,  the  Members  of  the  Govern- 
ment would  vote  for  them ;  but,  at  the  last 
moment,  the  majority  were  found  going 
theotherway.  The  righthon.  Gentleman 
at  tho  head  of  the  Government  appeared 
lo  have  given  the  word  of  command  that 
the  wishes  of  the  right  hon.  Goutloman 
the  Member  for  Halifax  (Mr.  Stansfeld) 
were  to  prevail,  so  tho  Government  sup- 
port melted  away  like  wax,  and  a  vote 
Bdverseto  the  Acts  was  taken.  He  (Mr. 
f  Cavendish  Bentinck)  could  not  congratu- 
late the  Government  on  the  course  they 
then  took.  He  thought  it  was  their  duty, 
if  they  meant  to  oppose  tho  Act«,  to  have 
used  their  influence,  and  not  to  have  led 
hon.  Members  on  the  Opposition  side  of 
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the  House  to  absi<ut  themselves,  as 
many  did,  in  the  belief  that,  as  this  wa» 
a  Government  cpiestion  taken  on  the 
Motion  to  go  into  Committee  of  Supply, 
there  was  no  need  for  them  to  comi.'  down 
to  vote.  He  could  not  ooncoivo  how  tho 
right  hon.  Gentleman  tho  Prime  Minis- 
ter could  reconcile  the  position  he  had 
taken  up  upon  this  ([uestion ;  because 
tho  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  Chancel- 
lor of  tho  Eschoquer  when  tho  Act?  were 
passed,  allowed  the  money  to  be  voted 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  Acts, 
supported  the  Acts  all  along,  and  thea 
absented  himself  on  the  occasion  of  the 
memorable  Division  on  the  Motion  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Halifax  (Mr.  Stansfeld).  If  hon. 
Members  looked  at  the  Petitions  which 
had  been  presented  against  the  Acts  they 
would  tiiid  that  almost  everyone  of  them 
sprang  from  one  class  of  society;  they 
came  principally  from  the  Dissenting  or 
Nonconformist  Bodies  of  the  country. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Prime 
Minister  had  already  said  that  the  Non- 
CiJBformist  or  Dissenting  Bodies  of  the 
country  were  tho  backbone  of  the  Liberal 
Party.  He  (Mr.  Cavendish  Bentinck) 
thought  it  was  probably  in  the  desire  to 
keep  that  backbono  in  its  right  position 
that  the  extraordinary  move  or  vote 
against  the  Contagious  Diseases  Acta 
was  taken  last  year.  He  wished  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  announced  a  more 
distinct  and  straightforward  policy  upon 
thi.s  question  ;  because  then  supporters 
of  the  Acts  would  have  had  n  better  op- 
portunity of  holding  their  own.  The  right 
ton.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Halifax 
(Mr.  Stansfeld)  had  said  that  some  ladies 
demanded  a  repeal  of  the  Acts.  He  ( Mr. 
Cavendish  Bentinck)  attended  a  meoting 
at  Exeter  Hall,  and  the  right  lion.  Gen- 
tleman was  present.  It  was  called  a  re- 
ligious meeting  ;  but  with  the  exception 
of  a  ceremony  which  occasionally  took 
place  at  Naples,  he  thought  he  never 
saw  any  perfonnance  which  ought  more 
properly  to  be  callod  rank  superstition. 
There  were  at  that  meeting  a  certain 
number  of  half-crazy  women — some  in 
the  pulpit,  someou  the  ground,  and  they 
were  preaching  and  praying  and  sing- 
ing. So  far  as  he  could  see,  there  was 
no  reason  why  they  should  not  pray  and 
preach  and  sing  any  more  than  ho  %aw 
any  reason  why  people  should  not  be- 
lieve in  the  liquefaction  of  the  blood  of 
Saint  Jauuariub.     Belief  in  the   latter 
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would  do  DO  harm,  whereas  the  preaob- 
inp,  praying,  and  screaming  wlxich  went 
on  at  Exeter  Hall  did  a  groat  deal  of 
harm,  because,  not  only  was  the  health 
of  the  Army  impaired,  but  as  ho  had  al- 
ready shown — and  ho  was  sorry  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter was  not  in  his  phn-e  when  he  was 
reading  the  statistics — the  admissions  of 
unfortunate  women  to  the  Lock  Hospitals 
had  been  reduced  by  somethinglikethreo- 
foiirths  ;  while  the  severity  of  the  disease 
from  which  they  suffered  had  been  more 
tlian  doubled.  He  presumed  that  result 
made  uo  effect  upon  the  mind  of  the  right 
hoD.  Gentleman.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tlemau  cared  not  whether  the  women 
suffered  or  not,  so  long  as  he  could 
keep  his  Party  together  and  occupy 
a  seat  on  the  Treasury  Bench — the  un- 
fortunate creatures  miglit  rot  in  the 
streets  and  perish  without  any  nom- 
miseration  on  his  part.  He  (Mr.  Caven- 
dish Bentinck)  had  in  his  possession  the 
copy  of  a  letter  written  by  the  Prime 
Minister  to  oue  of  the  principal  per- 
formers on  the  occasion  referred  to  at 
Exeter  Hall.  The  letter  was  aa  fol- 
lows : — 

"  10,  Downing  Street,  Whitehall,  Juno  20. 

"Dear  Mrs.  Butler, — I  am  diroctod  by  Iho 
I'rimo  Minister  to  acknowledjfp  the  receipt  of 
the  Memorial  forwarded  to  him  by  you  praying 
for  the  total  repeal  of  iho  Conla^'ioiis  Dis«i«es 
Acts.  We  need  hardly  assure  yoii  that  the  LJo- 
vomment  are  sensible  of  its  weight ;  and  that, 
having  advisedly  adopted  a  liesolution  on  the 
Buhject,  they  intend  t^i  act  to  the  beat  of  their 
ability  in  the  spirit  of  it.  I  remain,  dear  Mrs. 
Butler,  yours  faithfully,  Herbert  J.  Gladstone." 

Now,  was  that  the  Resolution  which  had 
been  now  advisedly  adopted,  or  was  it 
advisedly  adopted  last  year  when  the 
riglit  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the 
House  was  absent,  or  had  it  been  adopted 
since?  He  would  like  to  know  whether  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  policy  was  era- 
budied  in  the  Detention  in  Hospitals  Bill 
and  the  Criminal  Law  Amendment  Bill  ? 
He  would  like  to  know,  also,  whether  the 
Government  meant  to  stick  hard  and  fast 
by  those  two  measures,  and  to  pass 
them,  if  ever  a  Seasion  came  round  in 
which  they  could  pass  them  ?  It  was 
said  that  there  were  many  important 
members  of  society  who  wore  opposed  to 
the  Acts.  He  had  been  told  that  certain 
Bishops  were  opposed  to  the  Acts.  One 
Bishop  he  heard  make  a  .speech  at  Exeter 
Hall,  but  the  right  rev.  Prolate  knew 
very  little  about  the  subject  indeed;  he 


appeared  to  have  never  troubled  himself 
at  all  to  understand  the  alphabet  o*"  the 
subject.  His  (Mr.  Cavendish  Bentinok's) 
impression  was  that  a  number  of  very 
excellent  people  did  not  take  the  least 
pains  to  acquaint  themselves  with  the 
details  of  the  case,  but  were  too  apt  to 
rely  on  any  wild  statements  they  heard. 
No  less  a  person  than  the  Secretary  to  the 
Post  Office,  Mr.  Stevenpon  Blackwood, 
presided  at  a  meeting  held  at  Exeter  Hall 
this  year  on  this  subject,  and  he  made 
one  statement  so  astounding  and  so  ab- 
solutely incorrect  that  ho  (Mr.  Cavendish 
Bentinck)  felt  it  his  duty  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Home  Secretary  to  it. 
Mr.  Stevenson  Blackwood  said — 

"  As  citizens  of  a  free  country,  we  denouncaj 
and  oppose  the  .'Vets,  because  they  are  a  gros 
and  violent  outrage  upon  the  liberty  of  the  ' 
subject,  and  that,  too,  upon  the  liberty  of  tho 
weaker  and  most  defenceless  portion  of  tho 
population,  whom  Ihoy  hand  over  to  tho  mer- 
cies of  the  spy  police  and  tho  danger  of  im- 
prisonment without  trial." 

[Mr.  Samcel  Smith  :  Hear,  hear ! 
He  (Mr.  Cavendish  Bentinck)  would  as 
the  hon.  Member  not  to  cheer  too  soon. 
And  then  Mr.  Stevenson  Blackwood 
went  on  to  say  that  the  Acts  must  be 
demorah'zing  to  the  agents  who  enforced 
them;  for  there  were  people  ready  to 
put  money  into  the  hands  of  the  spy 
police  to  send  women  to  lio.spital.  It 
was  an  otficial  of  the  Post  OlHco  who 
made  this  misleading  statement ;  and 
when  he  (Mr.  Cavendish  Bentinck) 
called  him  to  account  for  it,  whut  did 
tho  Committee  think  was  his  excuse? — 

"  Oh,  I  did  not  refer  to  the  police  under  the 
control  of  tho  Uome  Socrolury  —  not  to  Iho 
Metropolitan  Police — I  referred  to  somcthincr 
that  was  done  many  years  ago  in  Uong  Kong. 

Mr.  Stevenson  Blackwood  was  very 
angry  with  him  (Mr.  Cavendish  Ben- 
tinck) afterwards,  because  he  did  not 
admit  tho  excuse,  and  because  he  said 
he  (Mr.  Stevenson  Blackwood)  hud  no 
right  to  make  such  a  statement  to 
(he  .superstitious  and  ignorant  people 
who  composed  his  audience  at  Exeter 
Hall.  He  (Mi.  Cavendish  Bentinck) 
did  not  think  it  right  to  call  any  Mem- 
ber of  Parliament  ignorant,  and  there- 
fore he  woulil  not  say  the  hon.  Member 
for  Liverpool  (Mr.  S.  Smith)  was  igno- 
rant, but  that  the  hon.. Member  was 
superstitious,  and  that  his  superstitioa 
forbade  him  to  examine  the  law.  The 
hon.    Member    evidently    had   not  ia- 
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Btructed  himself  in  law,  or  olse  be 
would  hnve  been  aware  that  no  woman 
could  1)0  imprisoned  under  the  Acts 
without  trial.  But  aa  to  the  statement 
about  Hong  Kong.  If  Mr.  Stevenson 
Blackwood  meant  Hong  Kong,  why  did 
he  not  say  so  ?  It  was  all  very  well  to 
make  a  misleading  statement  to  a  num- 
ber of  ladies  gathered  together  in  Exeter 
Hall,  and  then  withdraw  it  in  a  letter 
whicli,  probably,  very  few  persons  saw 
■ — a  letter  printed  in  an  obscure  corner 
of  a  newspaper.  Mr.  ^\'lleeler,  of 
Rochester,  aiibrded  an  instance  of  the 
same  sort  of  thing.  lie  did  not  wish  to 
call  anyone  bad  names ;  but  Mr.  Wheeler, 
who  had  said  there  were  hundreds  of 
cases  of  forcible  imprisonment  —  who 
had  repeated  the  statement  in  lying 
leaflets — while  he  was  unable  to  show 
even  one  such  case,  pretended  to  do- 
Bcribe  them.  Wheeler  was  a  con- 
temptible person ;  but  he  thought  it 
was  highly  improper  for  an  official 
holding  one  of  the  highest  positions 
in  the  Service  to  take  the  chair  at  a 
meeting  of  this  sort  at  Exeter  Hall, 
and  make  such  grossly  misleading  and 
untrue  statements.  If  persons  of  that 
position  committed  themselves  in  such  a 
way,  it  was  not  surprising  that  per- 
sons of  an  inferior  class  of  society  should 
allow  themselves  to  be  deluded.  In 
fact,  he  himself  knew  of  two  cases  in 
which  ladies,  having  been  told  that  Mr. 
Blackwood  had  made  these  statements, 
said  they  must  be  true,  for  nothing  he 
Baid  could  bo  untrue.  This  gentleman 
held  a  leading  position  in  some  places 
as  a  preacher,  and,  he  believed,  was 
highly  moral  and  virtuous;  but,  vir- 
tuous and  moral  and  distinguished  as  ho 
might  be  as  a  preacher,  he  had  no  right 
to  preside  at  a  meeting  at  Exeter  Hall 
and  give  utterance  to  untrue  statements 
that  could  not  be  supported  in  any  way 
whatever.  He  felt  very  grateful  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  Devonport  (Mr. 
Puleston)  for  having  brought  this  matter 
before  the  Committee,  for  that  was  the 
only  chance  there  had  been  that  Session 
of  discussing  the  suliject.  The  discus- 
Bion,  he  was  sure,  had  been  very  whole- 
some and  useful,  for  it  had  shown  that 
no  argument  could  be  advanced  in  favour 
of  the  policy  of  the  Government  except 
the  misleading  Returns  produced  by  the 
noble  !Marques3  the  tiecretary  of  State 
for  War.  He  had  had  paper  after  paper 
sent  to  him  by  writers  employed  by  the 
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Society  saying  howmisleadingthoaeRo- 
turns  were,  especially  by  their  principal 
statistician.  Therefore,  he  did  not  think 
it  could  be  denied  that  the  Returns  were 
misleading.  He  had  always  supported 
those  Acts,  with  a  view  to  the  relief  of 
these  unfortunate  women.  They  had 
obfuinod  relief  while  the  Acts  were  in 
force,  but  since  the  Acts  had  been  sus- 
pended, the  reverse  had  been  the  case, 
and  it  was  impossible  to  consider  that 
the  action  of  the  Government  had  been 
either  for  the  public  good  or  for  the  ad- 
vantage of  those  unfortunate  women. 

Mr.  STANSFELD  :  I  do  not  propose 
to  follow  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  at  any  length  or  in  detail 
through  the  points  of  his  very  discursive 
speech.  It  does  not  seem  to  me  that  I 
am  called  upon  to  do  so,  and  if  not  it 
would  be  a  waste  of  the  time  of  the 
Committee  to  do  so,  the  Committee  being 
desirous  of  proceeding  with  the  Business 
before  them.  But  there  is  one  statement 
of  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
niaia  to  which  I  must  refer,  and  that  is  his 
statement  involving  an  attack  on  the 
truthfulness  of  Mr.  Stevenson  Black- 
wood. Now,  Mr.  Blackwood  is  a  gentle- 
man well  known  to  a  great  many  Mem- 
bers of  this  House — well  known  to  Gen» 
tlemen  who  sit  on  these  Benches,  and  to 
Members  who  sit  on  the  opposite 
Benches ;  and  I  will  undertake  to  say 
that  there  is  no  man  who  has  ever  met 
Mr.  Blackwood  iu  ofiScial  relationship, 
or  who  has  ever  met  him  in  public,  or 
private,  or  social  relationship  who  does 
not  entertain  the  very  highest  opinion 
of  the  character  and  the  truthfulness 
and  accuracy  of  the  man.  The  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  has  said  of 
Mr.  Blackwood  that  he  made  a  state- 
ment, as  chairman  of  a  meeting,  which 
was  grossly  misleading  and  untrue.  The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Oontleman  had 
a  con-espondence  with  Mr.  Blackwood, 
which  I  have  seen,  and  now  I  say  to  the 
Committee  that  it  is  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  who  is  guilty  of  mis- 
representation, and  that  he  has  mis- 
represented to  this  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  the  words  and 
actions  of  Mr.  Blackwood  as  explained 
by  that  Gentleman  in  letters  which  the 
right  hun.  and  learned  Gentleman  hud 
received. 

Mil,  C.WENDISH  BENTINCK:  I 
referred  to  a  statement  made  at  the 
meeting. 
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Mb.  STAXSFELD  :  I  will  prove  my 
statement,  I  thiak,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Committee.  The  purport  of  tho 
'  argument  and  tho  insinuntiou  of  the 
(right  Jion.  and  learned  Gentleman  was 
that  Mr.  Blackwood,  trading  on  the 
supposed  ignorance  of  his  audience,  in- 
duced them  to  believe  that  in  this  coun- 
iry  there  existed  a  system  of  enabling 
spy  police  to  lead  people  to  o£Fend  against 
the  law.  I  absolutely  deny  the  accu- 
racy of  the  statement  of  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman.  That  meeting 
was  culled  to  protest  not  only  against 
the  Contagious  Diseases  Acts  in  this 
country,  but  against  the  system  of  which 
tliese  Acts  are  the  e.xpression  as  far  as 
this  country  is  concerned  ;  and  one  of 
the  Resolutions  passed  by  that  meeting 
referred  not  only  to  tho  Contagious 
Diseases  Acts,  but  to  the  system  as 
administered  in  Hong  Kong.  I  un- 
dertake to  say  tliat  that  vast  meeting 
liad  every  reason  to  understand,  and 
that  the  vast  majority  did  accurately 
understand,  Mr.  Blaukwood  to  refer 
not  to  the  stato  of  things  in  this 
country,  but  to  the  possibilities  of  such 
principles  and  such  a  system  as  illus- 
trated by  tho  Acts  in  force  in  Hong 
Kong.  That  was  the  explanation  g^ven 
liy  Mr.  Blackwood  to  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman ;  but  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  does  not  deal 
with  Mr.  Blackwood  as  we  deal  witli 
each  other  as  Members  of  this  House ; 
and  I  want  to  know  what  right  be  has 
to  not  treat  Mr.  Blackwood  as  his  equal, 
and  as  the  equal  of  any  man  on  tho 
Benches  of  this  House.  Those  who 
know  him  know  there  is  no  truer  gen- 
tleman or  more  honourable  man  in  this 
country  than  Mr.  Blackwood,  and  I,  for 
one,  am  proud  of  the  privilege  of  being 
able  to  call  him  my  friend.  The  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  sneers  at 
Mr.  Blackwood  as  a  religious  man  ; 
but  that  is  one  of  the  attributes  of 
Mr.  Blackwood  most  to  be  respected 
and  venerated.  Whether  a  false  im- 
pression was  prod\iced  on  the  mind 
of  the  meeting  or  not — and  1  do  not 
believe  that  was  so — the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  had  the  distinct 
declaration  of  Mr.  Blackwood  that  he 
referred  not  to  England,  but  to  Hong 
Kong  ;  and  I  think  it  would  have  better 
become  him,  knowing  the  character  of 
Mr.  Blackwood,  if  he  had  in  a  frank  and 
manly  manner  accepted  that  explana- 


tion. I  have  another  reason  for  wish- 
ing to  occupy  the  Committee  for  a  short 
time  to-night,  and  it  is  this  :  I,  for  one, 
cannot  but  feel  highly  satisfied  with  the 
course  of  this  discussion.  My  noble 
Friend  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
it  is  true,  said  that  he  had  never  agreed 
with  the  arguments  I  have  brought  for- 
ward from  time  to  time  to  demonstrate, 
as  I  thought,  the  immoral  tendency  of 
the  Contagious  Diseases  Acts ;  but  I 
need  not  quarrel  with  my  noble  Friend 
for  that  difference  of  opinion,  because 
he  absolutely  te-stified  to  the  correct- 
ness of  the  arguments  I  have  been  ad- 
vancing for  so  many  j'ears  with  refer- 
ence to  the  hygienic  basis  of  these 
Acts.  My  noble  Friend  remains  of 
opinion  that  if  these  Acta  could  be  ap- 
plied'universally  they  would  be  of  gfreat 
benefit ;  but  lie  eays  that  as  they  are 
only  applied  to  certain  exceptional  dis- 
tricts their  effect  is  slight  and  fluc- 
tuating, and  hence  not  very  beneficial. 
If  there  is  no  sufficient  hygienic  argu- 
ment to  advance  in  support  of  these 
Acts,  they  nre  lost  beyond  any  possi- 
bility of  support.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Devonjwrt  (Mr.  Puleston)  and  other 
Members  have  referred  to  a  certain  He- 
tum  ;  but  I  wish  to  say  for  myself  that, 
so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  take  the 
authority  of  the  Government  as  the 
highest  authority  upon  this  question  of 
hygiene ;  and  when  we  find  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  in  the  Eeports  of  the 
otficialsconcemed  in  tho  administration  of 
these  Acts,  admitting,  as  my  noble  Friend 
has  frankly  admitted,  and  as  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Seeretaryto  the  Admiralty 
has  also  admitted,  that  their  operation 
has  not  been  of  such  hygienic  value  as  to 
justify  their  retention,  1  am  determined, 
in  future,  to  take  my  stand  upon  that  ad- 
mission on  the  responsibility  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  I  do  not  feel  myself  com- 
pelled to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Com- 
mittee by  discussing  statistics  brought 
fotward  on  the  spur  of  the  moment, 
perhaps  privately  obtained,  and  which 
it  would  be  impossible  to  discuss.  But 
there  is  another  point  upon  which  I  must 
say  a  word.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Devonport  seemed  to  think  that  because  I 
ejaculated  across  the  floor  of  the  House 
an  expression  of  difference  of  opinion, 
I  gave  him  or  some  other  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  lie.  He  accepted  my  explana- 
tion that  I  had  no  such  intention  ;  but 
I  do  Bay  this — that  I   absolutely   dia- 
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believe  the  acourwy  <jf  the  views  re- 
presented and  believed  in  by  himself 
and  those  other  hon.  Gentlemen.  My 
hon.  Friend  referred  to  n  deputa- 
tion to  the  Home  Secretary.  He  said 
truly  that  that  deputation  consisted 
largely  of  magistrates,  and  ihot  their 
statements  were  of  a  very  serious  nature. 
They  were  of  a  very  serious  nature,  and 
1  have  had  a  report  of  that  deputution, 
and  I  find  that  the  fctntemeut  of  iho 
Memorial  was  no  less  soi-ious  than  thi.s — 
that  the  withdrawal  of  the  Metropolitan 
Police,  by  whom  the  Acts  were  curried 
out,  had  conduced  to  most  disa^ti-ous 
eflect.o,  which  were  seen  iu  an  increase 
in  prostitution  ;  especially  in  juvenile 
prostitution ;  iu  more  reckless  conduct 
of  prostitutes  in  the  streets ;  in  au 
increase  of  disease,  and  in  its  more 
virulent  character.  That  was  the  very 
serious  statement  made  by  the  deputa- 
tion ;  but  the  attention  of  the  Earl  of 
Mount-Edgcumbe  was  shortly  afterwards 
drawn  by  two  of  our  Associations  in- 
terested in  the  repeal  of  these  Acts  to 
statements  which  he  was  said  to  have 
made,  and  I  have  a  letter  from  him  in 
reply.  This  letter  was  addressed  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  National  Associa- 
tion, and  ho  wrote  another  to  anotiier 
Association,  which  I  also  have.  He 
says— 

"  I  havp  to  acknowledgo  your  letter  of  the 
26th  instant,  refi-rriiig  to  my  remarks  in  intro- 
ducing llio  deputation  to  the  Uomo  Secretary, 
in  reference  to  the  Contagious  Diseases  Acts. 
In  icjily,  I  have  to  say  that  I  was  unexpectedly 
called  upon  to  introduce  the  deputation,  and 
whilo  coinmcnlinp  on  the  statements  made  in 
the  Memorial,  I  distinctly  stated  that  I  myself 
had  no  personal  linowledgo  of  the  facts,  which 
others  who  were  present  would  ho  able  to  con- 
firm." 

Therefore,  so  far  as  the  Earl  of  Mount- 
Edgcumbe  was  concerned,  it  is  perfectly 
clear  that,  as  spokesman  of  the  dejiutii- 
tion,  he  relied  on  the  statements  of  the 
deputation,  and  had  no  personal  know- 
ledge of  the  matter.  Then  the  hon. 
Member  for  Devonport  referred  to  the 
fact  that  a  great  many  Members  of  that 
deputation  were  magistrates.  I  have 
something  to  sny  upon  that  question. 
If  they  were  magistrates,  they  ought  to 
have  known  the  law,  and  as  magistrates, 
it  was  their  duty  to  enforce  the  law  ; 
and  the  magistrates  and  mayors  of  Eng- 
land would  surely  have  command  over 
the  local  police.  It  is  absolutely  un- 
deniable that,  if  you  want  to  preserve 
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order  in  the  public  streets,  you  must 
have  recourse  to  the  general  law,  and 
not  to  the  Contagious  Diseases  Acts, 
because  they  contain  no  powers  for  the 
preservation  of  order  ;  and,  therefore, 
when  this  deputation  went  to  the  Home 
Secretary,  and  entreated  him  to  reston 
those  Acts,  and  maintained  that  the] 
eus|)en8ion  of  the  Acts  had  increase 
disorder,  they  were  condemning  them' 
selves,  because  the  law  still  exists  whi 
alone  is  necessary  for  the  purpose  of 
preserving  order.  No  law  has  beau 
repealed  or  suspended  by  which  order 
could  be  maiutained  at  all ;  and  if  these' 
magistrntes  have  not  carried  out  the  law 
tliu  resjjonsibility  and  fault  are  theirs. 
Then  as  to  the  facts.  The  hon.  Member 
cited  the  Mayor  and  ex-Mayor  of  Ply- 
mouth ;  but  I  will  cite  the  Mayor  of 
Devonport  for  last  year.  He  is  a  medi- 
cal man,  and  when  he  had  retired  last 
year,  and  heard  these  statements  by  the 
Earl  of  Mount-Edgcumbe  and  others, 
he  denied  that  there  had  been  any  in- 
crease of  disorder  in  Devonport,  and 
maintained  that  there  had  been  no  such 
increase  in  consequence  of  the  suspension 
of  these  Acts.  I  have  been  very  much 
accustomed,  during  the  many  years  ia 
which  wo  have  been  discussing  this 
subject,  to  find  gentlemen  who  desired 
to  uphold  these  Acts  glad  to  receive 
and  rely  upon  evidence  from  the  police. 
The  police  have  always  been  held  up 
to  nie  ns  great  authorities;  but  what 
Bay  the  police  ?  The  chiefs  of  the  police 
of  Plymouth  and  Devonport  contradict 
every  statement  made  by  the  Earl  of 
Mount-Edgcumbe  and  other  members  of 
this  deputation,  and  I  have  their  \'iew8 
on  record.  I  have  first  to  quote  an 
e.xtract  from  The  Wt»(«rn  Daily  iltrtury, 
of  Juno  6,  that  being  the  Eoport  of  the 
Chief  Constable  of  Plymouth  contrS' 
dieting  the  statement  of  increased  dis- 
order since  the  suspension  of  the  Acts.! 
lieferring  to  a  statement  made  at  the 
Local  Board  of  Guardians'  meeting,  that, 
since  the  repeal  of  the  Contagious  Dis- 
eases Acts,  there  had  been  an  increase 
of  prostitution,  he  says — 

"  I  am  in  a  position  most  confidently  to  stata 
that  such  is  net  the  case.  There  are,  in  fact, 
fewer  brothels  and  fewer  prostitutes  in  the  town 
than  there  were  12  months  ago.  Neither  hu* 
juvenile  prostitution  nor  disorder  in  the  streets 
inerenfod,  as  is  so  often  stated  ;  and  as  reg&rdi 
the  btrcet  more  parliciihirly  referred  to—  8am- 
nierland  Place — thero  are  ut  present  only  fira 
brothels,  and  fewer  prostitutes  than  there  wera 
two  or  three  years  ago.    I  and  those  und«r  my 
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command  are  er(?r  ready  and  willinf;  to  undor- 
tako  such  prosoontions  whentnltcn  in  tho  interi^t 
of  ordi-T  and  momlity,  and  I  fparlessly  assert 
that,  takinf^  into  consideration  the  largo  nnra- 
l)er  of  pooplo  who  frequent  our  gtreeta  at  night, 
the  streets  of  Plymouth  are  aa  free  from  dis- 
order as  any  town  of  tho  same  sizo  in  America 
or  in  this  country." 

That  is  tho  evidence  of  the  Chief  Con- 
stable of  Plymouth.  Then  I  have  the 
f  videnoe  of  tho  Chief  Constabl  e  of  Devon- 
port.  What  he  says  on  the  11  th  of 
June  is  this— as  to  the  virulence  of 
the  disease  he  would  say  nothing ; 
but— 

"  As  to  the  increase  of  jnvenilo  prostitution 
and  disorder  in  the  streets,  I  must  emphatically 
say  that  that  is  not  tho  cose  in  Dcvonport. 
Some  time  ago  t)ie  Earl  of  Bount-Edgcumbo 
made  a  similur  at;itcmi?nt ;  but  then  it  was  con- 
tradicted. TTnfortunately,  he  had  not  seen  the 
stntistirs  of  the  town,  nud  it  must  be  in  the 
knowledge  of  every  magistrate  iu  Devonport 
th.it  there  was  a  marked  decrease  in  the  number 
of  loose  women  brought  bsforo  them." 

The  Chief  Constable  adds— 

"  There  is  a  wonderful  decrease  of  prosti- 
tutiom,  and  as  to  disturbances  in  the  streets,  I 
emphatically  contmdict  the  statement  of  the 
Earl  of  SIount-Edgcumbe." 

That,  at  any  rate,  shows  that  there  are 
two  sides  to  the  question,  and  that  I  am 
%9  much  entitled  to  rely  upon  these  state- 
ments OS  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  to  rely 
on  the  statements  he  has  laid  before  the 
Committee.  Therefore,  I  am  entitled  to 
differ  in  Mo  from  his  view.  The  only 
other  word  I  would  say  is  this — I  would 
like  to  get  my  hon.  Friend,  and  some 
others  who  have  been  accustomed  to 
argue  that  these  Acts  were  very  bene- 
ficial in  reducing  disease,  and  in  pro- 
moting order  and  deoonoy,  and  so  forth, 
to  turn  back  to  tho  Ke.solution  of  April 
20,  last  year,  to  see  what  it  meant  and 
what  it  has  eO'ected.  That  Resolution 
simply  expressed,  in  a  manner  which 
was  unquestionable,  and  which  I  think 
could  not  be  reversed,  tho  deep  feeling 
and  conviction  of  the  majority  of  the 
House  of  Commons  against  the  system 
of  compulsory  examination  of  women  for 
the  purposes  of  these  Acts.  Now,  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  not  able,  I  be- 
lieve, to  repeal  these  Acts  at  the  time, 
and  substitute  what  other  legislation 
they  might  think  necessary,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  their  discretion  and  judgment, 
suspended  their  operation  as  far  as 
they  were,  by  that  resolution,  bound  to 
do.  What,  therefore,  the  Government 
hare  done  is  this — they  have  not  with- 


drawn the  police  ;  they  have  only  with- 
drawn a  portion  of  the  police;  and  tho 
only  thing  they  have  stopped  is  the  sys- 
tem of  the  compulsory  examination  of 
women  ;  and  what  I  want  to  point  out  is 
that,  if  nothing  will  satisfy  hon.  Gentle- 
men but  harping  upon  these  Acts,  and 
eutroatiug  the  Government  to  go  back 
upon  tlio  Acts — which  neither  this  nor 
any  future  Government  will,  I  believe,  be 
at  all  likely  to  do — the  position  in  which 
they  place  themselves  will  be  this — that 
the  compulsory  examination  of  women  is 
not  only  the  best,  but  the  only  method 
whifh  they  deem  is  possible  to  carry  out 
their  views.  How  can  they  justify  a  cou- 
tontion  of  that  kiud  ?  So  far  as  hygiene 
is  concerned,  we  have  it  on  tho  best 
medical  authority  that  the  effect  of  these 
Acts  is  trivial.  So  far  as  order  ojid 
decency  are  concerned,  they  cannot  deny 
that  the  Acts  have  done  nothing  enabling 
the  authorities  to  preserve  order.  If 
they  think  that  the  deterrent  influence 
of  the  syfetem  of  compulsory  examination 
is  the  only  method  of  preventing  juvenile 
prostitution,  tlien  I  beg  to  say  that  they 
are  extremely  mistaken  in  point  of  fact. 
I  deny,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  juvenile 
prostitution  has  increased,  and  I  have 
given  the  evidence  of  the  Chief  Con- 
stables of  Plymouth  and  Devonport  to 
support  my  case.  But  I  would  ask  them 
to  take  the  example  afforded  by  Glas- 
gow, where  compulsion  has  become  im- 
possible. Let  us  accept  the  alternative 
of  freedom  and  persuasion ;  let  us  strive 
to  make  our  Army  sober  and  moi-al,  and 
so  to  diminish  the  causes  of  prostitution. 
Lot  us  do  what  we  can  to  save  the  young, 
and  redeem  those  who  have  fallen.  That 
can  be  done  independently  of  the  system 
of  compulsory  examination  of  women, 
which  ifi  odious  to  the  hearts  and  minds 
of  all  people  who  have  given  considera- 
tion to  this  subject.  I  do  not  believe 
there  is  a  man  who  lias  brought  himself 
to  the  idea  that  compulsory  examina- 
tion was  necessary,  without  beginning 
by  disliking  it.  It  is  repugnant  to  every 
mind.  Do  not  let  us,  then,  despair.  Do 
not  let  us  be  so  impotent  as  to  imagine 
that  there  is  no  other  method  of  dimi- 
nishing disease  and  enforcing  order  and 
decency  in  the  streets,  and  checking  pro- 
stitution. Do  not  let  ua,  for  a  moment, 
be  so  feeble  as  to  slip  into  the  foolish 
conception  that  there  is  only  one  nottium 
and  method,  and  that  is  compulsory 
examination.      I    am    profoundly  con- 
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vinced — and  there  Ib,  perhaps,  no  man 
living  who  has  given  so  mu<-h  at- 
tention to  this  subject  in  all  its 
aspects  as  I  have — that  whon  these 
Acts  have  been  repealed,  and  aro 
dead  and  buried,  and  when  wo  have 
ceased  to  hanker  after  them ;  when,  in 
consequence,  you  have  given  yourselves 
to  the  only  other  policy  of  non-compul- 
sion  and  freedom,  education  and  moral 
persuasion, charitablehospitalsand  medi- 
cal assistance  to  the  diseased  of  both 
sexes — I  am  strongly  ond  completely 
convinced  that  you  will  then  arrive  at 
results  in  the  reduction  of  disease,  and 
vice,  and  disorder  in  the  street-a  greater 
than  any  you  can  obtain  by  such  methods 
as  these  Acts. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  SMITH  said,  ho  did 
not  desire  to  trouble  the  Committee  with 
a  speech  on  this  subject;  but  he  wished 
to  make  one  or  two  observations,  be- 
cause he  had  been  taunted  by  the  right 
ton.  and  learned  Member  (Mr.  Cavendish 
Bentinck)  with  belonging  to  a  super- 
stitious sect.  He  did  not  believe  that 
any  good  whatever  could  come  from  a 
bad  principle,  and  that  was  the  reason 
wby  he  objected  to  these  Acts.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  never  be  led  by 
any  sophistry  into  believing  that  any 
benefit  would  ever  be  derived  from  legis- 
lation that  was  contrary  to  the  laws  of 
morality.  He  trusted  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  not  dosifet  from  the  course 
they  were  now  taking,  but  that  they 
would  adhere  firmly  to  the  decision  of 
the  House  of  Commons  last  year. 

Mk.  WARTON  said,  he  was  sorry  to 
see  the  Government  in  this  position.  All 
the  responsible  Heads  of  the  Depart- 
ments most  interested  know  that  these 
Acts  were  absolutely  essential  for  the 
promotion  of  the  health  of  their  soldiers 
and  sailors.  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Judge  Advocate  General, 
who  had  formerly  a  strong  prejudice  and 
leaning  against  them,  bad  been  con- 
verted, and  now  took  a  favourable  view 
of  them,  simply  from  hearing  the  evi- 
dence before  the  Committee  over  which 
be  bad  presided. 

The  judge  ADVOCATE  GENE- 
RAL (Mr.  Osborne  Moboan)  remarked 
that  he  was  not  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Mb.  WARTON  said,  thot  the  right 
Lon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  if  not 
actually  Chairman,  was  very  often  in 
the  Chair.     He  (Mr.  Warton)  had  read 
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the  whole  of  the  evidence,  and  he  found 
that  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man who  had  taken  a  distinguished  part 
in  the  proceedings  was  compelled,  by  the 
overwhelming  weight  of  the  evidence 
given  by  doctors,  clergymen,  priests, 
matrons  of  ho.«pital8,  and  the  police,  to 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Acts  were 
beneticial,  not  only  in  regard  to  the 
health  of  their  soldiers  and  sailors,  but 
as  regarded  the  reformation  of  the  un- 
liappy  women  who  came  under  their  in- 
fluence. As  a  believer  in  Christianity, 
he  thought  it  was  a  Christian  act  to 
remove  these  poor  women  out  of  all 
temptation  to  sin.  One  thing  which  had 
paitioubirly  struck  him  was  the  clear 
evidence  that,  under  the  operation  of 
these  Acts,  juvenile  immorality,  which 
ouce  largely  floLrished,  had  almost 
ceased,  and  that  houses  of  ill-fame  had 
greatly  diminished  in  number.  These 
were  facts  beyond  dispute ;  and,  there- 
fore, he  was  sorry  for  the  decision  of  the 
Government,  because  he  believed  that 
their  defeat  last  year  was,  to  a  gr^&t 
extent,  accidental.  The  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Halifax  (Mr.  Stansfeld)  had 
spoken  of  tho  majority  of  the  House. 
In  one  sense,  it  was  true  that  there  wag 
a  majority  of  tho  House  in  favour  of  the 
repeal  of  the  Acts ;  but,  in  another 
sense,  it  was  not  true.  The  actual  Divi- 
sion last  year  showed  170  or  180  in 
favour  of  repeal,  against  110  or  115  on 
the  other  side.  But  that  was  very  far 
fi'om  being  a  majority  of  the  House,  and 
those  who  know  how  Divisions  wore 
taken  in  the  House,  no  matter  upon 
what  ijuestion,  knew  very  well  that  all 
those  who  were  actively  and  tremen- 
dously in  earnest  in  pushing  on  an  agi- 
tation assembled  in  the  full  strength  of 
their  numbers,  and  it  was  exceedingly 
doubtful  whether,  if  tho  whole  Houso 
had  been  polled  on  this  particular  occa- 
sion, they  could  have  got  more  than  the 
170  or  180  votes  they  did.  But  there 
were  many  hon.  Members  absent  who 
would  have  been  present  if  they  had 
imagined  that  such  a  result  would  have 
been  brought  about.  It  was  by  a  lucky 
accident  that  those  who  were  in  favoup 
of  the  proposal  of  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  Halifax  were  present  in  their  full 
numbers,  while  others  were  away  who 
fondly  supposed  that  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment would  stand  firm,  and  would 
have  strength  siifHcient  to  insure  the  re- 
jection of  the  Resolution.     If  the  Go^ 
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vemment.  had  froely  used  their  influence, 
or  if  a  eing'le  crack  had  been  opened,  a 
majority  composed  of  two-thirds  of  the 
House  woidd  have  supported  them.  lie 
thought  it  showed  remarkable  wonkness 
on  tlie  part  of  the  Government  in  yield- 
ing, under  the  circumstauces,  to  a  scratch 
majority.  He  recollwted  that  when  an- 
other Idvisioii  took  place  affecting  the 
contagious  diseases  of  cattle,  although 
there  was  a  dear  majority  against  the 
Government,  they  refused  to  give  effect 
to  tho  wishes  of  that  majority,  and  took 
occasion,  over  and  over  again,  to  evade 
even  the  repeated  decision  of  the  House. 
The  only  ground  on  which  he  thought 
the  Government  could  have  refused  to 
givo  efl'ect  to  the  Resolution  in  this  case 
■was  that  in  both  cases  tho  same  object 
•was  to  be  attained — namely,  the  preven- 
tion of  the  spread  of  diseiise.  By  giving 
•way  in  the  one  case  to  a  majority,  and 
by  refusing  to  givo  way  in  the  other,  the 
Government  had  encouraged  the  spread 
of  disease.  The  only  thing  which  could 
justify  them  was  the  ground  of  consis- 
tency ;  but,  for  his  part,  he  was  of  opi- 
nion, after  the  careful  perusal  of  the 
•whole  of  the  evidence  given  before  a 
Select  Committee — evidence  given  by  ma- 
gistrates, and  ministers  of  every  creed — 
that  those  Acts  had  worked  well  for  the 
•unliappy  women  who  were  affected  by 
them,  and  had  resulted  in  the  restora- 
tion of  many  of  them  to  society,  and  that 
they  had  prevented  many  poor  girls,  who 
■were  on  the  borderland  between  right 
land  wrong,  from  going  astray.  The 
only  thing  he  was  able  to  find  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  Acts  was  a  feeling  of  senti- 
ment— a  sort  of  A  priori  idea,  that  no- 
thing should   be  done  which  might  ap- 

ear  to  sanction  vice.  He  hopod  that 
some  of  the  fanatics  who  had  taken  part 
in  this  ngittttiou  would  be  ashamed  to 
see  how  far  their  ideas  had  carried  Ihem, 
and  would  ask  tho  Government,  once  for 
all,  to  give  up  these  follies  and  fooleries. 
The  truest  morality  was  to  relieve  suffer- 
ing and  misery,  to  take  these  poor  women 
off  the  streets  and  reform    them.     Ho 

ad  the  firmest  conviction  that  such  re- 
sults would  follow  from  tho  careful,  but 
strict  administration  of  those  Acts. 
Mr.    PULESTON   said,    that  it  was 

uito  superfluous  for  the  right  hon.  Gon- 

eman  opposite  (Mr.Stansfeld)  to  inform 
he  Comniitteo  that  he  did  not,  of  his 

wn  knowledge,  know  onything  of  the 
state  of  the  streets  in  Plymouth,  Devon- 


port,  and  Stonehouse.  The  Earl  of 
Mount-Edgcumbe,  however,  possessed 
such  knowledge,  and  he  simply  lived 
across  the  river,  and  was  closely  identi- 
fied with  the  three  towns.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  quotod  the  ex- 
Mayor  of  Devonport,  and  had  stated  that 
ho  was  against  the  Earl  of  Mount-Edg- 
cumbe and  others,  who  took  a  contrary 
view.  Now,  he  (Mr.  Puleston)  found 
that,  attached  to  the  Memorial  of  the 
magistrates,  clergymen,  medical  practi- 
tioners, and  others  in  the  boroughs  of 
Plymouth  and  Devonport.  and  the  town- 
ship of  Stonehouse,  an  extract  from 
which  he  had  read,  was  the  name  of  Dr. 
Rolston.  He  did  not  know  what  evi- 
dence c<juld  be  stronger  as  to  the  views 
of  Dr.  Solston  than  his  signature  to 
that  very  strong  Memorial.  Ho  fully 
appreciated  the  statement  of  the  noble 
Marquess,  who  fold  them  that  he  still 
firmly  maintained  his  former  opinion 
in  favour  of  the  Acts.  The  arguments 
of  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Halifax 
(Mr.  Stansfold)  and  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Stockport  (Mr.  Hopwood) 
wore  altogether  unsound,  as  were  cer- 
tainly those  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Liverpool  (Mr.  Samuel  Smith),  who  si)oke 
of  tho  action  of  tho  Government,  and 
aj)pealod  to  them  to  stand  firm  by  the  de- 
cision already  arrived  at ;  but  he  (Mi*. 
Puleston)  begged  those  hon.  Members 
not  to  forgot  what  the  views  ■wore  of  the 
Cabinet  Ministers  who  had  had  most  to 
do  with  the  working  of  the  Acts.  The 
noble  Marquess  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  AVur,  who  might  be  presumed  to 
know  as  much  of  the  matter  as  an  hon. 
Gentleman  who  had  exercised  uo  control 
whatever  over  the  subject,  was,  at  least, 
not  of  the  same  way  of  thinking  as  the 
hon.  Member  for  Liverpool,  but  candidly 
told  them  that  nothing  that  as  yet  had 
been  adduced,  either  inside  or  outside  tho 
House,  had  induced  him  to  change  his 
mind.  He  should  not  follow  the  arguments 
of  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty,  who  had 
ingeniously  whittled  down  tho  number 
in  the  hospitals  to  110.  All  he  (Mr. 
Puleston)  knew  was  that  since  tho  Acts 
were  suspended,  the  number  of  persona 
in  the  hospitals  suffering  from  disease 
were  exactly  double.  He  believed  that 
since  the  suspension  of  the  Acts  there 
had  been  an  influx  of  immoral  women 
into  the  towns  which  had  formerly  been 
within  the  operation  of  those  laws.  It 
waa  too  soon  yet  to  judge  fully  of  the 
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physical  degradation  which  would  result 
both  in  the  Army  and  Navy  from  tlie 
Buspeusiou  of  the  compulsory  clauses. 
Thoso  who  advocated  those  clauses,  he 
■would  remark,  had  not  the  least  objection 
to  the  adoption  of  other  measures  also, 
such  as  had  beon  recommended  by  the 
right  hon.  Momber  opposite  (Mr.  Stans- 
feld).  What  they  objected  to  was  that 
the  operation  of  the  Acts  should  have 
been  suspended  before  anything  else  had 
been  provided  to  take  tlieir  place.  Not- 
withstanding all  the  evidence  that  bad 
been  produced,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man preferred  to  rely  upon  the  evidence 
of  one  or  two  men  against  the  positive 
and  unequivocal  statements  of  the  editors 
of  all  the  local  newspapers,  and  three- 
fourths  of  tho  whole  population  of  the 
towns  concerned.  If  that  was  the  way 
in  which  evidence  should  be  tested,  it 
anust  be  apparent  that  the  foundation  of 
most  of  tho  legislation  of  this  country 
was  unbound. 

Mb.  cavendish  BENTINCK  com- 
plained that  tho  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Halifax  (Mr.  Stansfeld) 
had  made  an  attack  upon  him,  nnd  then 
run  away.  Since  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  left  the  House,  he  (Mr.  Caven- 
dish Bontinck)  bad  had  an  opportunity 
of  referring  to  printed  documents,  and 
he  found  that  they  entirely  supported 
bis  assertion  that  Mr.  Stevenson  Black- 
wood did  not  mention  the  "  Hong 
Kong  "  case  either  directly  or  indirectly 
in  his  speech  at  Exet«r  Hall,  and  that 
the  audience  must,  therefore,  have  con- 
strued the  charge  as  referring  only  to 
the  Metropolitan  Police.  Ho  (Mr.  Caven- 
dish Bontinck)  thorefoi'e  insisted  that  it 
was  abundantly  clear  that  he  had  made 
out  his  case.  As  to  tho  way  in  which 
the  Earl  of  Jfount-Edgcumbe  had  de- 
luded or  hoodwinked  the  Home  Secre- 
tary. Dovonport  and  the  two  other 
towns  were  not  tho  only  towns  which 
■which  had  received  benefit  from  these 
Acts.  Tlie  evidence  of  his  hon.  Frieud 
tlie  Member  for  Hythe  (Sir  Edward 
Walk  in)  was  very  strong  upon  that 
point.  He  himself  (Mr.  Cavendish 
Bcntinck)  knew  a  good  deal  about  tho 
City  of  Canterbury ;  and  there  was  a 
very  strong  opinion  there  that  tho  city 
bod  sustained  great  injury  by  tho  sus- 
pension of  the  Acts.  The  same  might 
tiQ  said  of  Chatham  and  Portsmouth. 
Tho  right  hon.  Member  for  Halifax 
(Mr.  iStftusfeld)  urged  that  moral  auasion 
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would  bo  fiuffieient  to  induce  people  to 
give  upimiuoridity  in  the  Army.  Why, , 
then,  was  not  moral  suasion  tried  iu , 
reference  of  the  women  of  London,  of' 
whom  the  bon.  Member  for  Liverpool 
(Mr.  S.  Smith)  complained  so  strongly 
the  other  day  when  bringing  before  the 
House  some  oxtrocts  from  tho  speech 
of  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury — why  did  not 
the  advo<:ate8  of  these  Acta  try  moral 
suasion  there  ?  He  thought  they  ought ; 
and  that  if  ever  there  was  a  case  for 
moral  suasion  it  was  that ;  and  if  it  was 
a  failure  in  London,  in  all  probability 
it  would  result  in  o  similar  failure  else- 
whoro.  He  believed  himself  that,  much 
as  the  details  and  princijile  of  the 
Acts  might  be  objectionable,  there  was 
no  other  mode  of  meeting  the  evil.  It 
was  with  melancholy  satisfaction  he  no- 
ticed that  neither  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  Halifax  (Mr.  Stansfeld),  tho  hon. 
Member  for  Liverpool  (Mr.  8.  Smith), 
nor  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Stockport  (Mr.  Hopwood)  had  said  one 
word  in  regard  to  the  fatal  ell'ects  which 
the  suspension  of  these  Acta  had  pro- 
duced upon  the  unfortunate  women 
themselves,  nor  had  they  expressed  one 
word  of  pity  for  their  condition.  One 
bon.  Member  said  he  would  prefer  their 
being  placed  in  an  hospital  where  they 
might  be  made  accessible  to  religious 
instruction  and  influences.  Was  it  eon- 
tended  that  they  would  be  made  worso 
by  religious  instruction  even  in  a  Lock 
Hospital  ?  The  suspension  of  the  Acta 
had  had  a  most  disastrous  effect ;  and  ha 
thought  he  had  cleai'ly  proved  his  case 
that  the  compulsory  clauses  of  the  Aot« 
should  again  bo  put  in  force. 

Db.  FARQUH arson  askod  for  an 
explanation  of  an  item  under  Sub-head 
G  of  £600  for  grants  made  to  certain 
institutions. 

SiK  ARTHUR  HAYTER  said,  this 
was  a  grant  of  £600  to  the  Discharged 
Prisoners  Aid  Society  to  enable  prisoners 
who  had  beon,  uul'urtunatoly,  detained 
for  crime  to  maintain  themselves  until 
they  could  procure  work  after  their  re- 
lease from  prison.  Acting  upon  a  sugges-  | 
tion  which  had  been  made  by  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  King's  Lynn  (Mr. 
Bourke),  he  had  placed  himself  in  com- 
munication with  the  prison  authorities, 
and,  in  conjunction  with  the  Director  of 
Clothing,  he  was  happy  to  say  that 
arrangements  had  been  made  by  which 
the  whole  of  the  clothes  of  the  priaonera 
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and  tlieir  bedding  were  now  made  by 
the  prisoners  ihctn&elveB,  instead  of  being 
exercised  at  sliot  drill,  where  good  con- 
duct justified  this  relaxation  of  the  rules. 

Captain  AYLMEE  askod  for  an  ex- 
|ilnnAtion  of  an  item  of  £2,700  under 
Sub-head  J  for  commission  granted  to 
local  bankers  for  a  supply  of  specie  for 
the  payment  of  pensioners,  &c.,  residing 
in  the  Colonies.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
if  pensioners  chose  to  reside  in  the  Co- 
lonies it  was  quite  sufficient  for  the 
Colonial  pi'nsioners  to  charge  for  pro- 
viding for  that  specie;  and  he  did  not 
soo  why  there  should  be  any  additional 
charge  for  home  pensioners. 

SiK  AETHUR  IIAYTER  said,  that 
fur  many  years  pensioners  had  resided 
in  the  Channel  Islands,  and  this  was  a 
payment  in.  connection  vith  such  pen- 
sioners. 

CoLoxEL  NOL.VN  Slid,  he  thought 
that  £2,500  was  a  large  item  for  pro- 
viding change  for  the  small  amount  of 
money  paid  in  the  Colonies.  He  hoped 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  would 
give  some  idea  of  the  number  of  pen- 
Rionors  in  the  Colonies  and  the  amount 
of  tho  pensions  paid. 

Sir  ARTHUR  HAYTER  said,  the 
bankers  charged  3  per  cent  on  the 
amount  which  passed  through  their 
hands,  and  the  payment  was  sanctioned 
by  the  Treasury.  It  would  be  ditficult 
to  say  at  that  moment  how  many  of 
those  pensioners  there  were. 
LGE.NEaAL   Sin  GEORGE  BALFOUR 

ted  if  there  was  any  alteration  in  the 
rate  of  commission,  so  as  to  make  the 
concession  more  profilablo  at  one  time 
than  another?  He  wished  also  to  have 
snmo  information  as  to  an  item  of 
£12,000  which  appeared  under  Sub- 
head 0  for  rewards  to  inventors. 

Mh.  brand  said,  that  the  rewards  to 
inventors  were  given  in  accordance  with 
tho  recommendation  of  a  Committee  as 
appointed  by  the  present  Chancellor  o  f  the 
Exchequer  when  Secretary  of  State  for 
War.  The  Committee  had  to  decide  on 
various  critical  questions  which  arose  in 
connection  with  the  construction  of  the 
new  steam  ordnance,  and  the  Committee 
held  its  meeting  at  Woolwich.  Experi- 
ments were  constantly  made,  and  Re- 
ports were  presented.  The  Reports  were 
sent  to  the  Surveyor  Generitl,  who  trans- 
mitted them  to  the  Secretary  of  Slate. 
It  was  not  considered  to  ba  for  the  in- 
terest of  the  Service  tliat  the  Reports 


should  be  madi-  public.  The  rewards 
during  the  present  year  consisted  of  the 
sum  of  £1,000  paid  to  tho  inventor  of  a 
torpedo,  and  £'200  in  rewards  for  inven- 
tions now  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Committee. 

Sir  henry  FLETCHER  said,  that 
under  Sub-head  M  he  noticed  an  item 
of  £500  for  medals.  It  seemed  that 
there  was  an  item  last  year  for  a  similar 
purpose  which  amounted  to  £600. 

Sin  ARTHUR  HAYTER  said  the 
decrease  from  £600  to  £500  was  simply 
because  medals  for  the  Admiralty  were 
now  paid  out  of  the  Admiralty  Vote ; 
£500  was  the  ordinary  charge  for  mili- 
tary medals. 

Captain  AYLMER  asked  what  was 
tho  scope  of  the  inquiry  of  the  Commit- 
tee appointed  by  the  late  Secretary  of 
State  for  War?  Was  it  extended  to 
Ordnance  generally,  or  confined  to  Field 
Artillery  ? 

Mk.  brand  said,  tho  Committee 
considered  all  questions  relating  to  Ord- 
nance. 

Captain  AYLMER  asked  if  he  was 
to  understand  tliat  the  Committee  re- 
ferred to  was  a  permanent  Comtnittee  ? 

Mn.  BRAND:  Yes. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(2.)  £245,200,  War  Office. 

Mb.  CAUSTON  said,  upon  this  Vote 
he  desired  to  say  n  few  words  on  behalf 
of  a  very  intelligent  and  deserving  body 
of  men— he  meant  the  Military  Statf 
Clerks  of  tho  General  Staff.  No  doubt 
it  was  for  the  interest  of  the  Aniij',  with 
a  view  of  encouraging  intelligeut  and 
respectable  men  to  join  its  rnnka,  to 
hold  out  to  them  tho  prospect  of  promo- 
tion. In  all  branches  of  the  Service 
with  this  single  exception  of  the  Corps 
of  Military-  Staff  Clerks,  promotion  from 
the  ranks  did  prevail ;  but  under  the 
existing  Regulations  commissions  were 
practically  closed  to  Military  Staff 
Clerks.  In  the  following  branches  of 
the  Service  men  who  joined  the  Army 
had  a  prospect  of  obtaining  commis- 
sions : — The  Cavalry,  the  Artillery,  the 
Royal  Engineers,  the  Office  of  School- 
master, the  Commissariat  Department, 
tho  Ordnance,  the  Household  Corps, 
and  Infantry  battalions.  In  the  whule 
of  these  branches  of  the  Service  a  man, 
entering  the  Army  as  a  private,  wat, 
able  to  reach  the  post  of  commissioned! 
officer — Buuh  aa  Riding  Master,  Quarter- 
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mftster,  laspector,  or  various  other  posi- 
tions ia  wliich  they  ranked  as  commis- 
sioned ofBi'ors.  But  in  the  Corps  of 
Military  StatT  Chirks  there  was  no  pro- 
motion at  all.  Nevertheless,  the  Staff 
Clerks,  were,  ho  believed,  a  very  in- 
telligent and  respectable  body  of  men, 
and  very  useful  indeed  to  the  Staff 
officera.  They  were  ealled  upon  to  guide, 
as  it  wore,  and  to  act  in  support  of  all 
new  Stall"  officers.  The  noble  Marquess 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  andhou. 
and  gallant  Gentlemen  who  had  served 
on  the  Staff  of  the  ^Vrmy  would  be  in  a 
much  belter  position  than  he  was  to 
speak  of  tho  qualifications  of  these  Staff 
Clerks  ;  but  he  hud  been  given  to  un- 
derstand that  it  was  impossible  to  find 
in  the  entire  ranks  of  Her  Majesty's 
Military  Service  a  more  useful  and 
trustworthy  body  of  men.  Their  posi- 
tion, however,  was  very  different  from 
that  of  any  other  soldier.  A  man  in 
any  other  branch  of  the  Service,  by  his 
ability,  attention  to  his  duty,  good  con- 
duct, and  intelligence  was  capable  <jf 
being  promoted  from  the  ranks;  but  if 
he  once  became  a  Staff  Clerk,  when  tho 
regiment  left  the  garri.son  town  in  which 
he  was  stationed,  he  was  left  behind, 
and  he  and  his  services,  however  meri- 
torious, were  eoon  forgotten  by  the  olfi- 
cars  connected  with  the  regiment,  and 
everybody  else.  Unless  he  happened 
to  misconduct  himself  the  probability 
was  that  he  never  joined  his  regiment 
again,  and,  therefore,  he  was  necessarily 
passed  uver  in  any  promotion  in  the  re- 
giment, and  Buch  promotion  was  given 
to  someone  actually  serving  with  tho 
regiment,  and  he  did  not  complain 
of  it.  Now,  he  wished  to  suggest  a 
remedy  for  tho  grievance  of  which  ho 
complained,  and  it  was  that  these  Staff 
Clerks  who  were  stationed  in  a  garrison 
town,  and  did  not  leave  with  the  regi- 
ment like  the  rest  of  the  soldiers,  and 
had  consequently  no  prospect  before 
them  of  promotion  to  commissioned  rank 
—  that  tliis  Corps  of  Clerks  should  be 
eligible  for  promotion  to  tho  rank  of 
Quartermaster;  and  that  they  should 
be  afforded  an  opportunity  of  filling 
the  posts  now  filled  by  the  Civilian 
Clerks  at  the  War  Office,  who  already 
possessed  salaries  equivalent  to  those 
paid  to  Quartermasters.  For  his  part, 
he  could  not  help  thinking  that  this 
very  useful  class  of  men  would  make 
quite  as  good  clerks  as   civilians,   be- 
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cause  they  would  bo  able  to  bring  their 
practical  knowledge  of  Staff  work  to 
bear  at  the  War  Office  ;  and  he  should 
imagine  that  it  would  be  of  very 
great  advantage  to  the  Staff  otEcera  to 
know  that  their  communications  were 
being  attended  to  by  those  who  tho- 
roughly understood  the  technical  details 
of  the  services  required.  The  action  of 
the  noble  Marquess  with  regard  to  the 
Quartermasters  had  been  very  highly 
appreciated,  and  he  believed  that  it 
would  not  only  be  an  act  of  wisdom, 
but  of  fairness  to  hold  out  to  these  de- 
serving clerks  the  prospect  of  promotioa 
in  the  same  way  that  promotion  was 
given  to  those  who  joined  the  ranks 
and  served  in  other  capacities.  He  did 
not  for  a  moment  believe  that  the 
omission  had  occurred  wilf uUj' ;  he 
had  no  doubt  that  it  was  the  result 
of  mere  accident.  But  it  was  un- 
doubtedly the  fact  that  some  of  the  best 
men  serving  in  the  Army  had  been  de- 
barred from  participating  in  the  pro- 
spect of  obtaining  commisssoned  rank 
which  WHS  open  to  nil  other  soldiers. 
Ho  sincerely  hoped  that  the  noble  Mar- 
quess would  give  him  somo  encourage- 
ment, and  that  he  would  hold  out  to  the 
clerks,  in  whose  behalf  he  (Mr.  Caustou) 
had  spoken  that  night,  some  hope  that 
he  would  grant  tho  request  which  he 
now  made. 

Sir  WALTER  B.  BARTTELOT 
wished  the  hon.  Member  for  Colchester 
to  explain  what  the  corps  of  clerks 
was  ?  As  long  as  he  had  served  in  the 
Army  he  had  never  heard  of  a  corps  of 
clerks  until  that  moment,  and  he  con- 
fessed that  he  was  unable  to  understand 
what  it  consisted  of,  unless  the  hon. 
Member  referred  to  the  Staff  sergeants 
and  others  serving  at  the  different  head- 
quarters throughout  the  country. 

Mr.  CAUSTUN  said,  ho  referred  to 
the  Military  Staff  Clerks  serving  with 
the  Staff  in  different  parts  of  the 
country. 

SiH  WALTER  B.  BARTTELOT  said, 
they  would  have  rank  of  some  sort  or 
other  according  to  their  service,  and 
some  would  belong  to  certain  regi- 
ments. But,  be  that  as  it  might,  he 
wished  to  call  attention  to  the  clerks 
as  organized  at  the  War  Office ;  and 
after  what  had  been  repeatedly  said  ia 
regard  to  the  employment  of  non-com- 
missioned officers  as  clerks  in  the  War 
Office  it  was  most  unsatisfactory  to  find 
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(liat  only  82  wore  so  employed  out  of 
523  clerks  at  the  War  OfTioB.  The  noblo 
Marquess  had  said  that  it  wusliis  anxious 
wish  to  employ  as  many  non-commis- 
sioned officers  as  ho  was  able  in  tho  diffijr- 
ent  posts  at  his  command.  Non-commis- 
sioned officers  in  the  Army  looked  for- 
ward very  much  to  such  employment, 
and  any  post  that  could  bo  given  to  them, 
both  in  the  office  and  elsewhere,  would 
be  very  well  bestowed.  These  men 
fought  nil  over  the  world  for  their  coun- 
try, and  iu  many  instances  they  received 
a  very  inadequate  return  for  their  ser- 
vices. It  must  bo  remembered  thatthoy 
were  the  backbone  of  tho  Army,  and  it 
was  desirable  that  they  should  attract 
tLe  best  class  of  men  they  could  obtain 
for  tho  Service.  AVheii  he  saw  so  few 
of  them  employed  at  the  War  Office,  al- 
though they  had  been  increa.sed  by  12 
recently,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  impi'ess 
upon  tho  noble  Marquess  the  desir- 
aoilitj'  of  making  some  greater  recogni- 
tion of  the  important  services  rendered 
by  these  men.  He  had  ventured  to  call 
the  attention  of  tho  noblo  Marquess  to 
the  matter,  because  he  wus  quite  sure 
that  the  noble  Marquess  was  as  anxious 
OB  he  (.Sir  Walter  B.  Barttelot)  was  that 
these  meo  should  receive  the  reward 
their  long  and  valuable  services  deserved. 
Mh.  WHITLEY  wished  to  invite  tho 
attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  griev- 
ances of  another  Department — namely, 
tho  officers  of  the  Army  Pay  Depart- 
ment, who  were  not  represented  at  the 
War  Office.  Ho  believed  that  was  the 
oiJy  Department  which  was  not  repre- 
sented at  the  Horse  Guards,  and  they 
could  only  brin>»  their  grievances  before 
the  House  itself.  Their  grievance  was 
a  considerable  one  ;  but  he  had  no  doubt 
that  it  would  receive  attention  at  the 
hands  of  the  Financial  iSecretary,  who 
■was  noted  at  all  times  for  his  courtesy. 
At  the  present  time  there  was  a  body  of 
300  or  -100  officers  of  the  Army  Pay  De- 
partment who  were  debarred  from  ob- 
taining the  rank  which  was  enjoyed  by 
the  Commissariat  and  Medical  Depart- 
ment. At  present,  in  consoquimcoof  ihe 
smalluess  of  the  number  of  Chief  Pay- 
masters, men  who  had  been  20  or  30 
years  in  the  Army  got  no  promotion, 
and  he  asked  if  it  would  not  be  po.ssiblo 
to  increase  the  number  by  15  or  20  ? 
Another  grievance  was  of  a  diHerent  kind 
— namely,  that  after  serving  five  years 
iu  the  Department  as  Chief  Paymasters 


they  were  not  edlowed  to  retire  with  tho 
honorary  rank  of  Lieutenant  Colonel, 
He  believed  at  tho  present  moment  that 
there  were  only  one  or  two  officers  in  the 
Army  Pay  Depaitment  who  were  Lieu- 
tenant Colonels.  From  an  onswiT  re- 
ceived from  his  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
opposite  Sir  Arthur  Hayter)  sonif  time 
ago,  it  would  appear  tliat  his  hon.  and 
gallant  Friend  was  under  the  impressioa 
that  if  honorary  rank  were  conferred 
upon  these  officers  they  would  be  placed 
in  a  combatant  position  in  case  of  the 
absence  of  a  superior  officer.  He  be- 
lieved there  was  no  ground  whatever  for 
that  impression,  and  that  honorary  rank 
would  not  place  them  in  a  position  to 
command.  He  thought  that  his  hon. 
and  gallant  Friend  had  liimself  dis- 
covered that  iu  that  respect  be  had  com- 
mitted an  error.  He  would  urge  on  the 
Secretar}'  of  State  for  War  and  the  Go- 
vernment the  desirability  of  increasing 
the  number  of  officers  of  the  Army  Pay 
Department  in  the  position  of  Chief 
Paymasters  from  15  to  20,  and  of  giving 
them  the  rank  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
after  five  years'  service.  He  believed 
that  such  a  course  would  strengthen  the 
Department,  and  produce  a  feeling  of 
contentment  in  the  minds  of  the  officers. 
He,  therefore,  trusted  that  the  grievances 
of  the  Army  Pay  Department  would  be 
taken  into  consideration. 

General  Sih  GEORGE  BALFOUR 
wished  to  point  out  that  a  transference 
had  been  made  from  this  Vote  to  an- 
other which  made  the  Vote  appear  this 
year  much  less  than  it  was  in  tho  former 
year,  and  for  that  reason,  therefore,  ho 
objected  to  it.  This  practice  of  changing 
items  in  this  Vote  was  not  unusual,  and 
should  not  be  permitted.  With  regard  to 
the  suggestions  of  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Colchester  (Mr.  Cnuston)  re- 
garding the  extension  of  tho  employment 
of  soldiers  as  clerks  in  the  War  Office, 
he  begged  to  refer  to  the  Staff  Clerks,  of 
whom  there  were  a  number  of  very  ex- 
cellent men  liable  to  be  sent  abroad  who 
were  now  serving  in  different  capacities, 
as  efficient  clerks  in  the  Army.  He  was 
sure  that  from  the  ranks  of  the  Army 
they  could  get  any  number  of  qualified 
men  to  do  the  clerical  work  which  had 
been  referred  to.  He  trusted  that  tho 
noble  Marquess  would  give  his  attentioa 
to  the  matter,  and  see  what  could  bedone. 

The  M.iRCiiKss  of  H.^ETINGTON  : 
I  agree  with  the  hon.  and  gallant  Geu- 


^31 


Supply— 


{ COMMONS  1 


Army  TUdimaUt, 


73* 


tieman  (lie  Mombor  for  West  Sussex 
(Sir  Walter  B.  Barttolot),  and  with  tho 
non.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Col- 
chester (Mr.  Causton:,  that  it  is  desir- 
able to  give  ns  muoh  encouragemf^nt  as 
possible  to  deserving;  non-rommissioued 
officers  in  the  Army  by  giving  them  em- 
ployment, if  possible,  in  the  \Vnr  Ollice, 
and  in  nuy  similar  employraonf  that  may 
be  open  to  them.  Tho  subject  has  not 
been  lost  sight  of.  Military  clerks  have 
been  introduced  from  time  to  time  in  the 
War  Office ;  I  believe  that  at  one  time 
they  were  employed  to  a  larger  extent 
than  they  are  now.  The  number  was 
reduced  because  it  was  found  that  the 
systom  was  not  altogether  suceossful — 
that  the  clerical  work  was  not  advan- 
tageously placed  in  tho  hands  of  meu 
who  had  had  no  experience  of  such  em- 
ployment. Military  clerks  are  employed 
to  some  extent  under  the  Adjutant  Gene- 
ral ill  connection  with  Artillery,  and 
they  are  admirably  suited  for  record 
■work.  They  are  inviiluablo  in  connec- 
tion with  work  of  this  kind,  and  in  thi.s 
kind  of  duty  they  will  continue  to  be 
employed  as  rau-ih  as  possible ;  but  for 
other  duties,  involving  a  greater  amount 
of  education  and  a  greater  amount  of 
Di'partmental  training,  it  has  not  been 
found  advantageous  to  employ  them.  I 
need  not,  therefore,  add  that,  however 
desirable  it  may  be  to  give  encourago- 
niont  to  meritorious  non-commissioned 
officers,  it  would  be  fwlse  economy  to 
employ  them  in  work  which  experience 
has  sho-wn  they  are  not  familiar  with 
and  not  quali6ed  for.  Attention  has 
been  given  to  the  matter,  however,  and 
.whenever  it  has  been  found  advan- 
tageous to  employ  tho  services  of  non- 
commissioned officers  or  pensioned  sol- 
diers, they  are  employed  in  preference 
to  civilians.  For  instance,  all  the  mes- 
sengers of  the  War  Office  will,  in  future, 
bo  non-commissioned  officers,  and  not 
civilians.  With  regard  to  tlic  point 
raised  by  tho  hon.  Member  for  Col- 
chester as  to  transferring  Militury  Staff 
Clerks  from  the  districts  to  the  War 
Office,  I  have  to  say  that  the  practice 
has  not  been  found  altogether  successful, 
and  it  has  therefore  been  discontinued. 
The  non-commissioned  officers  are  will- 
ing and  anxious  to  be  employed;  but  I 
have  not  heard  that  any  improvement  in 
their  prospects  is  required.  No  repre- 
sentation of  any  grievance  in  this  matter 
has  been  made  to  me  ;  but  now  that  the 
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subject  has  been  raised,  I  -will  make  a 
point  of  looking  into  it.  Without  fur- 
ther inquiry,  I  cannot  pledge  myself  to 
any  opinion  that  any  improvement  in 
the  position  of  these  men  is  necessary. 
With  regard  to  what  has  fallen  from 
tho  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Kincardineshire  (Sir  George 
Pjalfour — as  to  some  transfer  of  expen- 
diture from  this  Vote  to  another — I  did 
not  quite  catch  the  point  to  which  he 
adverted ;  but  I  may  say  it  is  inevitable 
that  from  time  to  time  alterations  in  the 
formal  rendering  of  the  accounts  should 
take  place,  and,  no  doubt — as  I  suppose 
ha's  occurred  in  this  instance — in  the 
first  year  in  which  the  alterations  in  form 
iire  made  some  inconvenience  is  expe- 
rienced. I  believe  that  all  that  is  pos- 
sible will  be  done  to  minimize  the  incon- 
venience. I  do  not  tbiuk  ray  hon.  and 
gallant  Friend,  or  anyone  who  takes  tho 
interest  he  does  in  tho  matter,  will  find 
it  difficult  to  discover  what  the  transfers 
are. 

Sib  FREDEBICK  FITZWYGRAM 
said,  he  thought  tho  feeling  of  the  Army 
was  more  in  favour  of  having  better 
paid  employment  given  to  non-commis- 
sioned officers  in  their  regiments  than 
increase  of  pay  to  Staff  Clerks.  The 
great  prominence  which  had  been  given 
to  these  Staff  clerkships  instead  of  doing 
good  to  the  Army  had  rather  had  the 
opposite  elTect.  Regimental  appoint- 
ments had  become  depreciated  in  tho 
minds  of  the  men  in  the  regiments. 
The  Army  was  far  from  desiring  to 
see  these  Staff  clerkships  increased,  and 
wi^jhod  to  see  better  pay  and  increased 
advantages  given  to  regimental  ap- 
pointments. Ho  did  not  think  that  non- 
commissioned officers  looked  for  employ- 
ment outside  their  regiments. 

SiK  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  remarked 
that  this  was  the  last  of  the  Efloctiva 
Votes,  and  he  hoped,  therefore,  he  should 
be  in  Order  in  asking  one  question  with 
regard  to  the  Effective  Service  in  Egypt. 
He  desired  to  have  some  explanation  aa 
to  how  the  expense  of  the  Army  in 
Egypt  was  borne — as  to  who  paid  the 
Ciist  of  its  being  moved  up  and  down  ? 
They  constantly  heard  of  troops  being 
moved  from  place  to  place 

The  CHAIRMAN:  There  is  no  refer- 
ence whatever  in  this  Vote  to  the  ex- 
penses incurred  in  Egypt. 

SiK  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  :  I  think 
I  am  entitled   to  go  into  this  matter, 
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Booing  that  this  is  a  Vote  for  military 
administratiou.  Of  course,  I  am  in 
your  hands,  Sir. 

TiiK  CHAIRMAN :  This  Vote  is  for 
tho  War  Office  and  the  Staff  of  the  War 
Department ;  it  does  not  embrace  nnv 
expenditure  of  tho  kind  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  refers  to. 

Sir  .AJiTHUR  H  AYTEE  said,  that  in 
reply  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Liverpool 
(Mr.  Whitloy),  who  Lad  rofen-ed  to  the 
Pa^'miisler.^'  Department,  he  should  like 
to  offer  some  e.xplanation.  In  the  first 
place,  tho  hon.  Member  hud  recom- 
mended that  there  should  be  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  Paymasters ;  and,  se- 
condly, ho  had  expressed  himself  in 
favour  of  some  revision  of  the  relative 
honorary  rank  possessed  by  these  offi- 
cers. The  hon.  Member  had  asked  if 
the  Chief  Paymiisteva  could  uot  be  in- 
creased to  20.  Well,  there  had  been  a 
careful  revision  of  the  wliole  of  the 
Chief  Paymasters'  duties,  and  it  had 
resulted  in  the  issue  of  a  new  Warrant 
under  which  the  number  of  Chief  Pay- 
masters was  increased  from  12  t>  15.  lie 
could  assure  the  hon.  Member  that  there 
•was  no  desire  whatever  to  limit  tho  ex- 
pense; but  they  had  be&n  bound  to  con- 
eider  what  wore  the  duties  performed.  It 
Lad  been  found  that  it  was  not  the  case, 
as  had  been  contended  by  the  Pay- 
masters themselves,  that  there  should 
always  be  a  Chief  Paymaster  in  every 
district  where  there  was  a  General  Offi- 
i^er.  Three  stations  had  been  found  where 
Chief  Paymasters  were  required — Hong 
Kong,  Aldershot,  and  one  other  station 
which  he  did  not,  for  the  moment,  remem- 
ber. TotheseplacesChief  Paymasters  had 
l)eeuadded;  buthewdsiirraidhecouldnot 
hold  out  any  hope  of  the  number  being 
«xtended  beyond  15.  With  regard  to 
0   second  point,  which   was  that  tho 

elative  rank  of  Staff  Paymasters  should 
be  altered,  aud  the  rank  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  given  to  them,  he  would  ex- 
plain the  position  as  to  the  honorary 
rank  of  the  olHcars  in  the  Pay  Depart- 
ment after  five  years'  service.  At 
present  Chief  Paymasters  ranked  with 
Lieutenant  Colonels,    and   became  Co- 

.onels  after  five  years.  The  Staff  Pay- 
asters  ranked  with  Majors,  and  ordi- 
nary Paymasters  with  Captains.  It  was 
only  very  reooully  that  the  higher  hono- 
rary rank  had  been  given  to  Chief  Pay- 
masters, and  the  War  01fi<'e  Authorities 

elt,  after  coosultation  with  the  Military 


Branch,  that  it  was  too  much  for  tho 
Paymasters  to  expect  that  the  Lieutenant 
Colonels'  rank  should  be  given  to  tho 
Staff  Paymasters  as  a  matter  of  right 
after  five  years'  service.  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Baronet  the  Member  for  West 
Susse.x  (Sir  Walter  B.  Barttelot)  would 
bear  him  out  when  he  said  that  it  was 
not  tobeexpeeted  that  the  non-combatant 
officers  should  rank  immediately  after 
the  officers  commanding  regimental  dis- 
tricts. The  Staff  Paymaster  attached  to  a 
regimental  district  had  now  the  rank  of 
Major ;  were  he  given  the  honorary  rank 
of  Lieutemmt  Colonel  he  would  be  the 
senior  officer  in  the  regimental  district 
whenever  the  officer  commanding  was 
absent.  It  was  only  recently  that  tho 
ranks  had  been  revised,  and  he  was 
sure  the  Military  Authorities  would 
strongly  object  to  granting  this  hono- 
rary rank  of  Lieutenant  Colonel,  after 
five  years'  service,  to  Staff  Paymasters. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'COXNORsaid,  that 
this  Vote  suggested  many  considerations 
on  different  points — so  mauy,  in  fact, 
that  ho  would  not  venture  to  detain  the 
Committee  on  more  than  two  or  three 
of  them.  He  should  like  to  offer  a  few 
remarks  with  reference  to  tho  observa- 
tions of  ono  or  two  hon.  and  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentlemen  who  had  preceded 
him.  With  regard  to  those  Military 
Staff  Clerks,  the  noble  Manjuess  had 
hardly  caught  the  exact  drift  of  the  ob- 
servations of  tho  hon.  Member  for  Col- 
chester (Mr.  Causton).  The  Vote  showed 
that,  whereas  there  were  only  70  of 
these  clerks  employed  in  the  War  Office 
last  year,  there  wore  now  82.  So  far 
the  Military  Staff  Clerks  had  little  reason 
to  complain,  because  the  authorities  at 
headquarters  had  shown  a  dispositiou  to 
utilize  their  .services  so  far  as  possibly 
might  be.  Tho  noble  Marquess  was 
quite  right  in  saying  that  the  experi- 
ment which  had  been  made  in  using 
those  men  for  clerical  duties  had  not 
been  altogether  successful;  but  the  com- 
plaint which,  as  he  understood  it,  the 
Staff  Clerks  made,  was  this — They  be- 
longed to  the  Staff  Corps,  and  wore  un- 
like non-commissioned  officers  in  Line 
regiments,  in  so  far  as  they  could  not 
be  promoted  after  having  lost  their  hold 
upon  the  regiment.  However  long  a 
Staff  officer  of  the  Lino  had  left  hia  re- 
giment, he  had  a  chance  of  promotion  ; 
but  not  BO  with  officers  of  the  Staff  Corps; 
and  this  was  all  the  more  hard,  because 
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the  cause  of  their  leaving  the  regiment 
for  the  positions  offered  was,  as  a  rule, 
owing  to  excellence  of  character  and 
superior  conduct  and  ability.  That  was 
a  very  just  complaint,  and  he  hoped  that 
in  any  inquiry  the  noble  Marquess  in- 
stituted it  would  not  be  lost  sight  of. 
Then,  as  to  the  position  of  the  writers. 
On  page  85  an  item  of  £6,500  would  be 
found — 

"  For  Pay  of  Writers  employed  from  time  to 
time  as  occasion  arises  in  the  several  branches 
of  the  War  Office,  at  the  rate  of  lOrf.  an  hour 
whilst  employed." 

Speaking  from  his  own  personal  know- 
ledge of  the  Department  of  the  work 
and  of  many  of  the  men  employed,  he 
was  bound  to  say  that  this  remuneration 
of  lOi.  an  hour  was  a  disgraceful  pit- 
tance for  the  services  these  men  ren- 
dered. Tenpence,  he  believed,  was  the 
sum  originally  mentioned  in  the  Beport 
of  the  Committee  which  sat  upon  the 
general  question  of  the  employment  of 
clerks  in  the  Civil  Service ;  but  that  sum 
was  never  intended  as  a  maximum.  The 
original  experiment  was  a  payment  of 
lOd.  or  1«.  an  hour,  he  forgot  which. 
These  men  had  been  employed  not 
merely  casually,  and  from  time  to  time, 
as  one  would  suppose  in  reading  this 
description,  but  many  of  them  had  been 
employed  for  many  years.  They  had 
had  great  experience,  and  were  of  great 
value.  He  could  put  his  hand  on  men 
within  the  walls  of  the  War  Office  who 
were  worth  twice  or  three  times  as  much 
aslQd.  an  hour,  and  who,  nevertheless,  had 
been  working  on  for  years  with  no  pro- 
spect of  an  increase  of  pay,  although  the 
cost  of  living  had  increased  almost  daily, 
and  although  as  time  went  on  they,  of 
course,  advanced  in  years.  He  certainly 
did  think  that  in  a  large  Department  like 
theWar  OflSce,  where  so  many  men  were 
employed  as  writers  in  the  discharge  of 
useful  duties,  some  attention  ought  to 
be  given  to  their  claims  upon  the  Trea- 
sury for  increased  remuneration.  As  to 
the  Civil  clerks,  as  the  Committee  would 
observe,  they  were  put  in  different  classes. 
There  were  men  described  as  "clerks" 
with  salaries  of  £500 ;  others  described 
as  "clerks,  upper  division,"  with  sa- 
laries of  £400 ;  and  then  there  were 
"supplementary  clerks"  with  £300, 
and  "men  clerks"  with  £250.  The 
men  of  the  lower  division  were  more 
numerous  than  those  of  the  upper,  and 
their  salaries  were  limited  to   £250 — 
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that  was  the  maximum.  These  men  had 
entered  the  Civil  Service  on  just  the 
same  terms  as  the  upper  division  clerks 
— men  who  were  receiving  two,  and 
sometimes  as  much  as  three  times  their 
amount  of  salary.  They  were  every  bit 
as  good  as  the  upper  division  clerks. 
Although  they  received  such  miserably 
small  salaries,  they  could  be  trusted  to 
do  any  work  which  was  done  by  any 
portion  of  the  Civil  Staff  in  the  War 
Office.  As  a  rule,  the  hardest  and 
heaviest  part  of  the  work  was  given 
them  to  do.  They  had  less  leisure  than 
the  clerks  above  them ;  they  had  less 
leave,  and  in  every  respect  were  treated 
less  favourably.  He  saw  no  reason  why 
the  upper  division  of  the  clerical  staff 
should  not  be  reduced  by  something 
over  100 ;  their  places,  or,  at  least,  half 
of  them,  being  replaced  by  the  men  of 
the  lower  division.  If  this  were  done, 
the  country  would  benefit  in  the  matter 
of  economy,  and  would  not  in  the  least 
suffer  in  the  matter  of  efficiency.  The 
men  of  the  lower  division  were  quite  as 
able  to  do  the  work  as  the  men  of  the 
upper  division ;  in  fact,  in  many  cases, 
they  were  much  more  fit  for  superior 
duties.  So  much  for  these  clerks.  What 
appeared  to  him  to  be  the  most  im- 
portant aspect  of  this  Vote  was  this— 
that  the  whole  of  the  increase  was  in 
the  Department  of  the  Commander-in- 
Chief.  On  that  point  he  would  have  to 
find  occasion  more  favourable  for  offer- 
ing some  remarks,  for  at  that  period  of 
the  Session,  and  in  the  present  mood  of 
the  House,  it  would  hardly  be  advisable 
to  raise  the  very  large  question  which 
might  well  be  raised  in  regard  to  the 
position  of  the  Commander-in-Chief. 
If,  as  ho  said  before,  the  occasion 
were  favourable,  he  should  be  prepared 
to  submit  to  the  House  that  the  position 
of  the  Commander-in-Chief  at  the  War 
Office  was,  to  a  very  great  extent,  the 
cause  of  a  large  number  of  little  wars  in 
which  this  country  had  for  the  last  13  or 
20  years  been  engaged.  They  had  had 
wars  on  the  Red  Kiver,  wars  on  the  Gk>ld 
Coast,  wars  against  the  Basutos,  wars 
against  the  Zulus,  in  the  Transvaal,  a 
raid  against  Abyssinia,  and  now  this 
descent  upon  Egypt.  If  it  were  not  for 
the  dominant  position  of  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  he  believed  they  would  have 
been  spared  many  of  these  wars.  Ho 
believed  the  secret  of  their  entering  into 
these  useless  and  far  from  honourable 
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enterprizes  was  to  bo  traced  to  the  fact 
that  military  officers,  anxiouB  for  promo- 
tion, anxious  for  an  increase  of  pay  and 
allowances,  tired  of  inaction  and  the 
irksomeness  of  an  idle  military  life, 
brought  pressure  to  bear  on  tlio  Military 
Authorities  at  headquarters  whenever 
there  wan  a  favourable  opportuuily  for 
a  quarrel,  and  so  launched  the  country 
into  a  line  of  action  which,  if  tho  Civil 
element  at  the  War  Office  were  dominant 
as  it  ought  to  be,  would  never  have  been 
entered  upon.  But,  as  he  had  snid 
before,  the  present  was  not  a  favourable 
opportunity  for  the  discussion  of  this 
matter,  and  ho  would  not  venture  to  go 
further  info  it.  With  regard  to  tho  ad- 
ministration of  the  noble*  Marquess  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  he  begged 
to  remind  the  Committee  that  when  the 
Army  Votes  were  first  taken  in  Com- 
mittee hon.  Members  were  not  allowed 
a  fair  opportunity  of  discussing  many 
things  ■which  they  were  desirous  of 
having  thrashed  out.  Amongst  other 
questions  he  had  wished  to  disfuss  was 
tho  question  of  the  Hiding  Establish- 
ment at  Woolwich,  and  this  the  noble 
Marquess  had  promised  to  look  into  be- 
tween th'it  date  and  this.  Earlier  on  he 
(Mr.  A.  O'Connor)  hud  given  his  reasons 
for  believing  tbnt  the  Eiding  Establish- 
ment at  Woolwieb — which  cost  some 
£5,000  or  £6,000  a-year— was  perfectly 
useless,  and  was  a  thorougli  waste  of 
public  money,  keeping  a  largo  number 
of  men  in  a  comparatively  idle  life.  He 
had  shown,  in  lact,  that  the  establish- 
ment had  nothing  whatever  to  ju.stjfy  its 
continuance.  Tlio  noble  Marquess  had 
eaid  ho  was  not  acquainted  with  its 
details,  or  even  with  its  raison  d'cHie,  and 
bad  promised  to  inquire  into  tlie  matter. 
But  although  the  noble  Marquess  had 
Lad  two  or  three  opportunities  of  speak- 
ing since  then,  he  (Mr.  A.  O'Connor)  had 
noticed  that  he  had  said  nothing  about 
the  matter.  He  would  ask  the  noblo  Mar- 
quess to  say  something  upon  it  now. 

The  Marquess  of  U.iETINGTOX: 
The  hon.  Member  says  that  the  increase 
in  this  Vote  is  due  to  the  Commandcr- 
inCliief's  Office. 

Mu.  AllTHUR  O'CONNOR:  Almost 
all  the  increase. 

Toe  Marquess  of  HARTINGTON: 
That  iioiut  has  been  rai.sed  and  answered 
already.  Tho  increase  in  the  Comraan- 
der-in-Chiel's  Department  is  only  a 
nominal  one.     It  is  owing  to  the  transfer 
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of  certain  of  the  Commissariat  Staff  to 
the  Commander-in-Chicf'e  Department 
from  the  Department  of  the  Surveyor 
General  of  the  Ordnance.  That  haa 
been  done  because  the  Staff  has  been 
under  the  Comraand>r-in-Chief.  Being 
under  his  directii'n,  it  is  only  right  that 
the  transfer  in  IheVotofhould  takeplace. 
With  regard  to  the  hon.  Gentleman's 
remarks  as  to  the  Riding  Establishment 
at  Woolwich,  immediately  after  tho  dis- 
cussion to  whith  he  refers  I  called  for  a 
Report  on  tho  subjoi  t.  That  Report  has 
been  received,  and  has  been  more  or 
less  under  discussion  ;  but  I  do  not  think 
it  would  be  possible  to  make  any  changes 
until  next  year's  Estimates  are  imder 
consideration.  The  subject  is  not  one 
of  pressing  importance,  and  1  cannot  say 
that  I  have  examined  into  it  very  care- 
fully. I  will  do  so,  however,  when  nest 
year's  Estimates  are  in  course  of  pre- 
paration. The  hon.  Member  has  re- 
ferred to  the  great  disparity  between 
the  salaries  and  position  of  the  clerks  in 
the  upper  division  and  those  of  the  clerks 
in  the  lower  division,  and  he  has  called 
attention  to  the  large  number  of  men 
clerks  in  the  lower  division.  This  dis- 
parity is  not  due  to  the  present  War 
Office,  but  is  owing  to  the  system  in- 
augurated by  our  Predecessors ;  besides, 
it  a^iplies  to  all  Departments,  and  is  not 
peculiar  to  the  War  Office.  I  believe 
the  lower  division  clerks  do  not  accept 
service  on  the  same  conditions  or  in  the 
.'■nmo  division  ns  the  uj)per  division 
clerks.  1  believe  these  changes  were 
introduced  in  conseqiicuco  of  the  Report 
of  the  Ci>mmi6.sion  presided  over  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
the  University  of  Edinburgh  (Sir  Ljoa 
I'lnyfdir).  Several  unprovemynta  have 
been  mode  in  the  position  of  tho  lower 
division  clerks,  who  are  now  sometimes 
allowed  to  become  clerks  in  the  higher 
division.  But  this  is  not  their  right, 
seeing  that  they  accepted  the  pusitiona 
they  hold  in  tho  lower  division  under 
well-defined  terms.  Tho  War  Office  had 
no  control  over  the  nppoiutmont  or  the 
pay  of  the  writers.  Whenever  assistance 
of  that  kind  is  wanted,  application  is 
made  to  tho  Civil  Sernce  Cummiaaiimera 
to  furnish  tho  War  Dapartment  with  the 
required  number  of  M'riters,  who  are 
paid  according  to  rule,  and  in  whoso 
rate  of  remuneration  it  would  be  impos- 
sible for  tho  War  Office  to  make  any 
alteration. 
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Mk.  a.  p.  EGERTON  said  the  nolle 
Marquess  had  certainly  stated  correctly 
the  practice  at  the  War  Office  with 
regard  to  the  writers  being  furnished  to 
the  Department  hy  the  Civil  Service 
Commissioners;  yet  ho  (Mr.  Egerton) 
thoroughly  endorsed  what  had  been  said 
by  the  hen.  Member  for  Queen's  County 
(Mr.  A.  O'Connor)  with  regard  to  that 
practice  not  working  in  a  satisfactory 
manner.  No  one,  he  believed,  would 
Bay  that  it  did  work  satisfactorily.  He 
agreed  also  with  the  hon.  Member  in 
saying  that  the  breach,  or  division, 
which  separated  the  upper  from  the 
lower  division  clerks  was  much  too  wide, 
and  tliat  there  ought  to  be  some  better 
and  easier  means  of  bridging  it  over 
tlinn  at  present  e.xisted.  He  had  heard 
it  said  that  there  were  manj'  gentlemen 
iu  the  lower  division  perfectly  capable  of 
performing  higher  duties  in  the  Office 
than  those  which  they  had  to  perform  ; 
but  that  it  was  under  the  present  system 
quite  iiujiossihle  for  them  to  jump  over 
the  gap  between  them  and  the  clerks  of 
the  higher  grade.  He  ventured  to  hope 
that  before  long  there  might  be  a  tho- 
rough iuvestigation  of,  and  inquiry  into, 
the  working  of  the  Playfair  system.  He 
thought  that  inquiry  ought  to  be  held  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  that  it  would  result 
in  good  to  the  Service.  With  regard  to 
the  pay  of  the  writers,  he  thought  lOrf. 
on  hour  was  a  very  miserable  pittance, 
and  tbat  there  ought  to  be  some  means 
by  which  these  persons  could  be  ad- 
vanced by  selection.  There  were  some 
■writers  perfectly  capable  of  performing 
much  higher  duties  than  those  for  which 
they  had  been  engaged,  and  in  some  of 
the  Public  Offices  those  higher  duties 
were  entrusted  to  them  with  advantage. 
There  were  many  cases  of  the  kind,  and 
from  the  success  which  had  attended  the 
arrangement  he  ventured  to  think  that 
the  wliolo  system  with  regard  to  the 
employment  of  writers  would  soon  have 
to  be  carefully  considered. 

Mr.  EYLANDS  said,  he  was  very 
much  disposed  to  think,  with  the  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  A.  F.  Egerton), 
that  the  whole  arrangement  between  the 
Civil  Service  Commissioners  and  the 
War  Department  required  reconsidera- 
tion. He  remembered  several  occasions 
on  which  questions  relating  to  Public 
Offices  were  before  Parliament.  It  had 
been  urged  that  by  reconsideration  and 
reconstruction  in  the  Office  certain  eco- 


nomies might  bo  effected ;  that  certain 
clerks  should  be  removed,  and  a  stafiF  of 
a  more  efficient  character  organized.  It 
was  believed  that,  although  some  charge 
might  be  incun-ed  for  pensions,  iu  the 
long  run  economy  would  be  effected  by 
reducing  the  number  of  officials  em- 
ployed. But  those  prospects  had  been 
falsified.  The  Vote  went  on,  gradually 
creeping  up  in  the  number  of  clerks  cm- 
ployed,  and  iu  the  amount  paid  to  them. 
Now,  it  was  bis  impression  that  they 
did  not  get  as  much  work  out  of  those 
in  tlie  Public  Service  as  they  ought  to 
do  ;  he  believed  that  to  be  the  case  as  a 
rule.  He  referred  to  gentlemen  who 
were  placed  in  the  highest  class,  favoured 
servants  of  the  Crown,  who  had  a  great 
many  advantages  iu  pay  and  short  hours, 
and  who  were  allowed  to  play  the  part, 
in  short,  of  the  aristocracy  of  the  Public 
Service.  On  the  other  hand,  in  tlio 
lower  class  there  were  men  who  were 
expected  to  work  more  regularlj-,  who 
had  no  hope  of  future  advancement, 
who  received  less  pay,  and,  no  doubt, 
represented  the  lower  class  of  the  Public 
Service.  He  agreed  with  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman on  the  Front  Opposition  Bench 
(Mr.  A.  F.  Egerton)  that  the  strong  line  of 
demarcation  between  these  highly  paid 
and  indulged  servants  of  the  higher 
class  and  a  large  number  of  men  of  the 
lower  class  was  open  to  serious  objec- ' 
tion.  He  thought,  of  course,  that  the 
noble  Marquess  was  right  in  saj'ing  that 
it  was  very  necessary  to  secure  for  the  i 
Public  Service  men  whose  qualiOcations 
were  fitted  to  the  higher  work  of  tho 
Departments  by  some  such  distinctions 
as  those  which  existed.  But  the  point  I 
was  that  they  should  give  a  stimulus  to  I 
men  in  the  Service  to  devote  themselves 
with  earnestness  and  zeal  to  the  public  I 
interest;  and  if,  combined  with  that,  they  | 
showed  greater  capacity,  they  ought  to  bo 
able  to  rise  to  the  higher  positions,  if  the 
chance  were  open  to  them,  no  matter 
what  their  qualifications  were  at  first,  I 
because  that  was  a  matter  of  little  con- 
sequence, what  was  to  be  looked  to  I 
being  the  qualities  they  displayed  after- 
wards. Ho  thought  that  greater  oppor- 
tunities should  bo  given  for  the  promo- 
tion of  these  men.  He  should  be  glad 
if  tho  whole  position  of  clerks  under  the 
Playfair  scheme  were  investigated  by  a 
Committee  of  the  House,  which  he  would 
prefer  to  a  Departmental  Committee  as 
being  better  able  to  judge  whetLer  tha 
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arrangenionts   for   the   Public    Service 

•  might  not  be  improved,  bo  aB  to  give  more 

tliope  of    advancement  to  the  employii, 

land,  at  the  same  time,  have  a  beneficial 

[  effect  upon  the  Public  Expenditure.   The 

hon.  Member  for  Queen's  County  (Mr. 

A.  O'Connor)  had  gone  down,  not  only 

to  the  lower,  but  to  the  lowest,  stratum 

of  the  Public  Service,  the  writers,  and 

f  he  complained  that  those  gentlemen  were 

I  only  paid  lOf/.  an  hour,  no  doubt  a  small 

[sum  to  work  for,  and  it  might  bo  said 

[that  their  position  was  a  hard  one.    But 

[it  must  be  remembered  that  fh>?  State 

[Tras  not  bound   to  give  more  than  the 

I  market  value  for  such  work,  although 

he  could  quite  understand,  and  he  should 

bo  willing  to  see,  a  higher   rate,  even 

3«.  an  hour,  paid  for  work  of  a  certain 

I  kind  perfectly  well  done.     With  regard 

to  the  other  points,   ho  thought  every 

I  man  in  the  establishment  ouglit  to  have 

i  a  chance  of  rising  to  the  highest  posi- 

i  tion,  if  he  showed  attention,  zeal,  and 

ability  to   discharge   the   duties ;    and, 

therefore,  he  ehiiuld  be  glad  to  see  the 

whole   matter   carefully   inquired   into, 

first   of    all,  to   ascertain  whether    the 

Playfair  scheme  ought  to  be  retained  in 

its  integrity;  secondly,  whether  it  should 

be  modified;  and,  tliirdly,  to  ascertain 

whc'ther  the  Public  Service  was  not  ovor- 

( manned. 

SiH  UENRY  HOLLAND  desired  to 
I  protest  against  the  statements  made  by 
the    hon.   Member    for    Burnley    (Mr. 
I  Rylands),  that  the  first  olass  clerks  were 
[  too   highly  paid,   and    that  they   were 
'indulged.''     He  had  had  some  years 
of  official  experience,  and  he  could  dis- 
tinctly assert  that  such  allegations  were 
quite  contrary  to  the  facts.     No  class  of 
public    servants  did    their    duty  more 
efficiently,  and  more  to  the  satisfaction 
of  their  superiors,  than  these  first  class 
clerks ;    and  ho  was   sure  that  all  the 
Heads  of  the  Departments  would  rou- 
firm  that  view.     Ho  was   not   particu- 
larly wedded   to   the   Playfair  scheme, 
I  nor  should  he  object  to  an  inquiry  by  a 
[Committee  as  to   the  working  of  that 
Bcheme,  if  it  shoxdd  be  thought  that  the 
time  had  arrived  when  such  an  inquiry 
I  might  be  advantageously  made;  but  he 
'must   remind   hon.   Members  who   had 
taken  Tip  the  case  of  the  second  class 
clerks,  and  had  dwelt  upon  the  hardship 
iuUieted    upon   them    by   not   allowing 
them  to  be  promoted  into   the  upper 
division,  that  these  clerks  had  entered 


the  Public  Service  with  a  full  knowledge 
of  their  position  and  chances.  Without 
at  all  underrating  the  work  done  by 
these  clerks,  and  their  zeal,  and  without 
affirming  that  in  no  case  should  pro- 
motion be  made  in  very  deserving  oases 
to  the  higher  class,  he  doubted  very  much 
whether  it  would  be  to  the  interest  of 
the  Public  Service  that  there  should  bo 
any  claim  or  supposed  claim  on  the  part 
of  these  clerks  to  promotion  upon  a 
vacancy  in  the  higher  division.  Such  a 
claim  would  necessarily  lead  to  the  pro- 
motion in  every  case  of  a  lower  division 
clerk. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  said,  he 
trusted  he  should  not  be  supposed  to 
disparage  the  services  of  the  upper  por- 
tion of  the  clerks  in  the  War  OtHce. 
His  contention  was  that  the  lower  class 
clerks  were  not  treated  fairly  in  respect 
of  having  to  do  the  same  work  and 
getting  less  pay  for  it  than  others  sitting 
in  the  same  room  perhaps.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Burnley  (Mr.  Rylands)  said 
ho  would  take  men  into  the  Office  at  the 
market  price  for  their  services,  and  that 
when  they  were  taken  in  he  would  give 
them  every  prospect  of  rising,  if  their 
ability  and  assiduity  showed  them  to 
bo  worthy  of  promotion ;  but  his  (Mr. 
A.  O'Connor's)  complaint  with  regard  to 
the  writers  was  that,  although  they 
wore  taken  into  the  Office  at  a  low 
market  price  of  lOrf.  an  hour,  if  they 
worked  tor  lo  or  16  j-oars  they  had  no 
increase  of  pay,  although  they  gave 
goiJd  and  valuable  service,  and  their  ex- 
perience every  year  became  more  valu- 
able to  the  public.  Nor  had  they  any 
chance  of  promotion,  or  of  improvement 
in  their  position.  He  know  very  well 
that  the  writers  were  worth  a  great  deal 
more  than  lOrf.  an  hour,  and  that  the 
clerks  in  the  War  Office  would  be  very 
sorry  to  lose  their  services ;  if  they  were 
withdi-awn  they  would  very  soon  want 
to  know  why  they  were  taken  away,  and 
would  find  it  very  difficult  to  get  through 
their  work  without  their  assistance.  The 
work  they  had  to  do  was  of  an  important 
character,  and  required  a  certain  amount 
of  official  experience  for  its  proper  exe- 
cution ;  and  yet  there  were  men  of  14 
and  15  years'  service  having  no  hope  of 
promotion,  and  receiving  no  more  pay 
than  they  did  when  thoy  tirsk  came  into 
the  Office,  He  considered  it  unjust  oa 
the  part  of  the  Treasury  to  resist  the 
application   for   improvement    in  their 
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position  on  the  part  of  men  who,  after 
a  long  period  of  service,  had  booome  of 
great  value  to  the  public. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(3.)  £20.300,  Eeward8  for  Distin- 
guished Services. 

Sin  JOHN  HAY  said,  lie  proposed  to 
move  the  reduction  of  this  Vote  by 
£1,300,  inoi-derthat  ho  might  call  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  tliat  the  reward  for 
meritorious  services  here  proposed  was 
not  the  only  reward  bestowed  upon  such 
services,  nor  was  it  the  best  mode  in 
whic'h  they  might  he  recognized.  As  a 
matter  of  fiict,  a  Vote  for  money,  as  a 
reward  for  meritorious  services,  was  one 
very  just  and  proper  way  of  treating 
them  ;  but  there  were  some  kinds  of 
meritorious  services  which  had  alwaj-s 
been  rewarded  by  a  Vote  of  Thanks  in 
that  House.  That,  in  his  opinion,  was 
a  more  excellent  way  of  proceeding  in 
reference  to  the  Army.  This  was  tlio 
first  occasion,  he  believed,  when  the 
courtesy  of  the  House  had  not  been  ex- 
tended to  a  private  Member  who  had 
offered  to  ita  consideration  n  Vote  of 
Thanks  to  the  Army  for  distinguished 
services  rendered  in  ihe  field.  Accord- 
ing to  tho  authority  of  Sir  Erskino  May, 
that  courtesy  had  been  extended  on  two 
former  occasions — in  1803  to  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan, and  in  18.28  to  Mr.  Hobhouse; 
and  lie  believed  that  if  ho  had  been  per- 
mitted to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the 
House  the  services  rendered  in  the 
Soudan  it  would  have  gladly  passed  a 
Vote  of  Thanks. 

The  chairman  pointed  out  to  tho 
right  hon.  and  galltiut  Gentleman  that 
that  Committee  had  no  power  whatever 
to  deal  with  the  subject  ho  was  discuss- 
ing, which  was  one  solely  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House.  Tlio  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  was  not 
in  Order  in  discussing  on  this  Vote  the 
subject  of  a  Motion  he  had  placed  on 
the  Paper. 

Sir  JOHN  HAY  said,  be  proposed  to 
justify  his  proposal  to  reduce  the  Vote- 
by  £1,300  by  pointing  out  that  this  was 
not  the  best  manner  in  which  reward 
could  be  offered  fdr  tho  distinguished 
services  to  which  he  was  about  to  call 
the  attention  of  tho  Committee.  Very 
recently  in  tho  Soudan  certain  meri- 
torious services  had  been  performed,  and 
it  had  been  stated  that  tlio  War  Office 
and  the  Admiralty  had  alike  proposed  to 
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recognize  those  services  by  giving  sums 
of  money;  but  ho  could  not  find  any 
trace  of  the  suras  voted  by  Parliament 
for  such  services  rendered.  Thus,  Mem- 
bers were  deprived  of  any  opportunity 
of  expressing  their  opinion  on  those 
services.  He  believed  this  was  an  un- 
usual course,  and  he  could  find  no 
parallel  cose  in  which  a  largo  sum  of 
money  had  been  paid  to  the  Navy  or  the 
Army  while  no  charge  was  submitted  to 
the  House.  No  doubt,  the  only  oppor- 
tunity which  Members  of  the  House  had 
for  considering  services  rendered  was  on 
Vote  1.  That  opportunity  was  taken 
for  asking  the  House  for  a  sum  of 
money  to  bestow  on  persons  who  ren- 
dered those  services  ;  and  yet  thej'  were 
informed  that  money  had  been  paid  by 
tho  Admiralty  and  tho  War  Office  without 
any  Vote  being  taken  in  that  House.  He 
ventured  to  say  there  were  many  in  that 
House  who  would  gladly  have  voted  the 
money,  and  it  was  strange  that  there 
should  be  no  trace  of  a  Vote  for  the 
money  which  they  knew  had  been 
paid. 

The  Mauquess  of  HARTINGTON  : 
If  a  Vote  had  been  taken  for  a  gratuity, 
it  would  have  beeu  in  Vote  15  for  Mia- 
collaneous  Services.  It  could  not  pos- 
sibly come  under  a  Vote  for  Non-Etifec- 
tive  Services. 

Sill  JO  HN  HAY  said,  it  was  desirable 
that  the  House  or  the  Committee  should, 
in  some  way  or  other,  understand  how, 
whore,  and  when  the  rewards  were  to 
be  given  for  tho  most  di.stinguished  ser- 
vices which  had  recently  occurred  in  the 
Soudan.  The  Army  was  fighting  in  a 
space  50  miles  square  ;  within  that  space 
nine  battles  had  been  fought.  Amongst 
those  battles  were  the  two  victories 
gained  by  General  Graham  which  en- 
titled him,  and  tlte  officers  and  men 
serving  with  him,  to  the  thanks,  not  only 
of  the  House,  but  of  tho  country.  Those 
two  victories  involved  the  dehtrucUon  of 
20,000  lives,  and  retrieved  the  honour 
of  the  English  name  in  tho  Soudan.  No 
doubt,  the  prestige  of  England  had 
been  sadly  shaken  by  previous  defeats, 
and  the  enormou.s  loss  of  life  which  they 
entailed ;  but  General  Graham,  with 
an  imperfect  force  of  4,000  picked  up 
haphazard,  was  sent  down,  and  he,  in 
the  most  gallant  manner,  succeeded  in 
defeating  a  large  force  of  tho  enemy  in  a 
manner  beyond  nil  praise.  That  waa 
decidedly    one    of  those    distinguished 
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services  for  which  the  thanks  of  the 
House  had  been  formerly  given. 

The  chairman  said,  he  could  not 
understand  how  the  right  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Gentleman  connected  his  statements 
with  the  reduction  of  the  Vote. 

Sir  JOHN  H.AY  said,  his  object  was 
to  point  out  that  there  was  a  more  ex- 
cellent way  of  rewarding  these  sorvicos 
than  that  which  the  SVar  Office  had 
adopted.  He,  therefore,  thought  it 
right  to  call  attention  to  thcso  distin- 
guifhod  services  which  were  being  re- 
warded in  Eo  imperfect  a  manner. 

The  Maequess  of  HARTINGTON 
said,  those  services  could  not  be  con- 
sidered under  this  Vote.  The  Vote  could 
Lave  no  possible  reference  to  the  services 
to  which  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  referred,  because  it  was 
framed  before  the  battles  were  fought. 

SiK  JOHN  HAT  asked  on  what  Vote 
it  would  be  possible  to  call  attention  to 
rewards  which  had  been  given,  and  were 
now  being  given,  to  tlio  officers  and  men 
of  the  Army  and  Navy  for  the  distin- 
guished services  for  which  the  House 
had  not  been  allowed  to  thank  them  ? 

The  Marquess  of  HARTINGTON 
said,  he  did  not  think  it  was  altogether 
liis  duty  to  tell  the  right  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Gentleman  under  what  Vote  he 
would  be  able  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  to  a  particular  question  ; 
but  he  imagined  that  the  best  plan  fo 
adopt  would  be  to  move  a  substantive 
Motion,  or  to  propose  a  Resolution  on 
tlie  Motion  to  go  into  Committee  of 
Supply.  The  question  of  a  Vote  of 
Thanks  did  not  appear  to  be  relevant 
to  any  particular  Vote  of  the  Army  Esti- 
mates. 

Sir  JOHN  HAY  said,  he  did  not  wish 
to  interfere  with  the  Chairman's  ruling, 
or  to  detain  the  Committee.  He  had 
given  Notice  of  a  Vote  of  Thanks ;  be 
had  been  refused  by  the  Government  an 
opportunity  of  bringing  it  forward  ;  and 
it  was  not  his  fault  iC,  having  given 
Notice  of  it,  he  was- not  permitted  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  or  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  distinguished  services  re- 
cently rendered  by  the  Army  and  Navy. 
He  would  not  interfere  with  the  Chair- 
man's ruling  ;  but  he  should  endeavour, 
upon  the  last  day  of  the  Session,  to  give 
elfect  to  the  Motion  which  he  now  had 
upon  the  Paper. 

Vote  agreed  to. 


(4.)  £77,000,  Half  Pay. 

(5.)  £1,193,900,  Retired  Pay,  &e. 

Sir  WALTER  B.  BARTTELOT 
said,  lie  had  one  remark  to  make  upon 
this  Vote,  inasmuch  as  it  brought  clearly 
to  view  the  cost  of  the  abolition  of  pur- 
chase. Ho  had  in  his  hand  a  Return 
which  the  House  had  granted  upon  his 
proposition.  From  that  Return  it  ap- 
peared that  they  had  already  paid  in 
hard  cash  £6,444,771  5«.  A^d.  for  the 
abolition  of  purchase  ;  and  it  was  esti- 
mated in  that  Return  what  it  would  cost 
the  country  up  to  the  year  1903.  In 
1883-4  the  charge  was  £-J87.10fi  half- 
pay  and  retired  pay  to  General  Officers ; 
£341.365,  half-pay  and  retired  pay  to 
Regimental  Officei-s ;  £12,000  for  re- 
wards for  distinguished  services,  and 
£118,500  for  payments  awarded  by  the 
Army  Purchase  Commission,  making  a 
total  for  that  year  of  £758,971.  The 
Return  showed  that  in  1902-3  the  hulf- 
pay  and  retired  pay  of  General  Offi- 
cers would  bo  £174,876,  the  half-pay 
ond  retii-ed  pay  of  Regimental  Officers 
£8v)4,208,  rewards  for  distinguished  ser- 
vices £10,000,  and  payments  under  the 
awards  of  the  Army  Purchase  Commis- 
sioners £17,800,  making  a  total  for  that 
year  of  £1,096,884,  and  a  grand  total 
from  1883  to  1903,  irrespective  of  the 
£6,444,771  already  paid,  of  £18,019,398. 
He  merely  mentioned  that  to  show  the 
cost  the  country  had  been  and  would  be 
put  to  by  the  abolition  of  purchase, 
There  were,  of  course,  certain  payments 
made  before  the  abolition  of  purchase  ; 
but  into  those  he  would  not  now  enter. 
He  could  not  helj)  thinking  that  if  they 
had  been  wiser  in  their  generation,  and 
had  returned  the  regulation  monny,  as 
was  proposed  at  the  time,  they  would  not 
have  had  anything  like  this  enormon 
sum  of  money  to  pay.  He  did  not  wisl 
to  say  uuythiug  more ;  but  he  thought 
it  was  right  the  country  should  kuow 
what  it  had  paid  and  would  have  to  pay 
for  the  abolition  of  purchase  in  the 
Army. 

Colonel  NOLAN  said,  he  wished  to 
direct  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to 
the  injustice  of  the  retirement  scheme 
which  was  introduced  by  the  late  GoJ 
vurnmont  about  seven  years  ago.  He 
did  not  mean  to  suy  that  the  present 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  (the  Mar- 
quess of  Hartington)  was  responsible  for 
the  scheme ;  indeed,  the  noble  Marquess 
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went  as  strongly  as  he  could  against  the 
scheme,  and  took  a  Division  against  it. 
Under  the  retirement  scheme  captains 
■were  to  be  oompulsorily  retired  at  about 
40  yfars  of  age,  and  majors  at  about  44 
or  45.  That  scheme,  if  it  was  unjust 
and  foolich,  was  consistent ;  but  now 
the  scheme  had  been  made  thorougbl}' 
inconsistent  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 
Under  a  new  Ecgulation,  which  he 
(Colonel  Nolan)  thought  it  was  very 
probable  had  been  issued  at  the  in- 
Etanco  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  cap- 
tains were  still  to  be  compulsorily  re- 
tired nt  40  ;  but  majors  were  not  to  be 
allowed  to  retire  nt  44  or  4.1  The  effect 
of  that,  of  course,  was  that  they  would 
compel  some  men  to  serve  beyond  45, 
while  they  would  compel  other  men  to 
retire  nt  40.  It  might  be  said  that  the 
now  Eule  would  not  be  operative  ;  but 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  had  on- 
nounced  that  he  had  taken  the  power 
to  himself,  and  he  meant  to  put  it  in 
force  in  cr-rtain  cases.  The  noble  Mar- 
quess would  not  allow  a  major  to  retire 
nt  44  or  45  ;  but  he  would  compel  a 
captain  to  retire  at  40.  It  was  ridicu- 
lous to  .say  there  was  any  difference  be- 
tween captains  and  majors.  There  was, 
practically,  no  difference  between  them  ; 
and  if  captains  were  too  old  for  8er\'ice 
nt  40,  surely  majors  were  too  old  at  44 
or  45.  Ho  thought  it  was  very  silly  to 
compel  officers  to  retire  at  40  or  45  ;  it 
was  nn  extravagant  system,  and  it  had, 
to  a  gi'oat  extent,  prevented  the  Army 
being  as  good  n  Profession  as  it  was 
formerly.  If  they  hud  a  scheme  of 
retirement,  it  ought  to  bo  a  consistent 
one.  The  present  state  of  things  re- 
quired amendment,  or,  at  least,  an  ex- 
planation. 

Sir  ALEXANDER  GORDON  said, 
the  compulsory  retirement  of  officers 
at  40  years  of  age  was  as  injurious  to 
the  State  as  it  was  unjust  to  the  indi- 
vidual officers  of  the  Service.  Under 
the  scheme  to  which  the  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Gentleman  (Colonel  Nolan)  had 
referred,  the  State  lost  the  services  of 
men  at  the  very  prime  of  their  lives — 
lost  the  services  of  the  very  men  who 
were  wanted  to  fight  their  battles ;  men 
who  had  seen  difficult  service  were  sent 
about  their  business  in  order  that  their 
places  might  V)e  filled  by  young  ensigns 
and  boys.  He  was  aware  that  up  to  the 
present  time  nothing  had  been  done  to 
alter  the  new  Regulation ;  but  the  Ee- 
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gultttion  was  made  by  the  present  Cbaii' 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Childers) 
some  few  years  ago,  and  it  must  hold 
sway  for  some  time.  He  (Sir  Alexander 
Gordon')  was  satisfied  that  tlie  day  would 
come  when  the  country  would  not  allow 
the  Eule  to  bo  carried  out  of  compelling 
men  who  were  of  the  greatest  value  to 
the  Service  to  retire  at  40  years  of  age. 
His  chief  object  in  rising,  however,  was 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
to  the  large  increase  in  the  Vote  which 
they  were  now  considering.  The  increase 
over  last  year  was  no  less  than  £59,S44. 
There  was  a  steady  yearly  increase  in 
the  Non-Effettive  vote  for  the  Army. 
The  Committee  would  find  that  for 
1877-8  the  Estimate  for  the  Non-Effec- 
tive  Strvices  was  £l,9S5,069  ;  this  year 
it  was  £.3,714,274,  a  difference  of 
£1,700,000.  It  was  really  worth  the 
while  of  the  Committee  to  consider  why 
this  increase  took  place.  Perhaps  hon. 
Members  who  did  not  follow  up  the 
matter  were  not  aware  that  the  taxation 
of  the  country  had  increased  steadily  by 
£1,000,000  a-yoar  for  the  last  10  years. 
The  ta.\ationwas  now  £10,000,000  more 
than  it  was  10  years  ago,  and  there 
was  no  security  that  in  the  next  10  years 
the  taxation  would  not  increase  by  an- 
other £10,000,000.  The  Committee 
ought,  on  occasions  like  the  present,  to 
do  all  they  could  to  reduce  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  country.  A  few  years  ago 
he  drew  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
to  the  increase  in  the  Non-Effective 
Vote;  and  Mr.  Gathorno  Hardy,  who 
was  then  the  Secretary  of  State  for  "NVor, 
said — "Oh.  this  is  n  Vote  over  which  we 
have  no  control ;  and  we  cannot  help  the 
increase."  But  he  (.Sir  Alexander  Gordon) 
coiUd  not  accept  this  dictum.  The  noble 
Marquess  (the  Marquess  of  Hartington) 
ought  to  pay  as  much  attention  to  the 
Non-Etfective  Vote  as  to  the  Effective 
Vote.  The  year  before  Viscount  Cardwell 
left  the  War  Office,  the  Army  Estimates 
amounted  to  £11,600,000;  now  thoy 
reached  £18,500,000.  In  that  short  time 
the  Army  Estimates'  hod  increased  by 
such  an  enormous  amount.  Every  year 
the  Army  Estimates  increased  by  about 
£500,000;  surely  something  ought  to  be 
done  in  the  direction  of  retrenchment. 
The  Committee  met,  and  talked  matters 
over;  but  they  were  actually  powerless  to 
check  the  War  Office.  The  Army  ridi- 
culed the  discussion  on  the  Army  Esti- 
mates, because  they  knew  that  uothine 
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was  ever  done  either  to  improve  the 
position  or  comfort  of  the  Army,  or  to 
make  any  effective  reduction.  The  net  in- 
crease in  this  Vote  in  the  last  13  months 
was  £59,000.  He  trusted  that  some  ex- 
planation would  be  givon  of  that  increase. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  said,  he 
had  always  regarded  the  retirement 
system  as  an  extravagant  system.  In 
his  opinion,  the  country  ought  to  receive 
something  more  for  its  money — some- 
thing, say,  in  the  shape  of  Reserve  offi- 
cers. He  only  rose  to  make  one  sug- 
gestion, and  it  was  that  if  the  retirement 
system  must  go  on,  the  retired  officers 
ought  to  go  to  the  Roaerve.  Tho  officers 
were  retired  with  considerable  pay ; 
therefore,  why  should  they  not  be  re- 
quired to  join  the  Militia,  and  thus  do  a 
modicum  of  service  ? 

The  Mahqitess  of  HARTINGTON 
said,  that,  in  replying  to  the  observa- 
tions of  his  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  the 
Member  for  East  Aberdeenshire  (Sir 
Alexander  Gordon),  he  wa'^  afraid  hecould 
only  repeat  what  Mr.  Gathorue  Hardy 
said  years  ago — namely,  that  this  was  a 
Vote  over  which  the  Government  had 
no  control.  Whether  the  present  system 
of  retirement  was  a  good  one  or  an  ex- 
travagant one,  it  was  dfliborately  intro- 
duced by  the  Government  of  the  day, 
and  sanctioned  by  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ;  and,  therefore,  the  matter  had 
passed  entirely  out  of  the  control  of  the 
Government.  Parliament,  of  course, 
must  provide  the  necessary  funds.  He 
understood  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man tho  Member  for  Galway  (Colonel 
Nolan)  to  call  attention  to  a  statement 
he  (the  Marquess  of  Hartington)  made 
the  other  day  on  the  subject  of  suspen- 
sion of  voluntary  retirement,  and  to 
make  a  comparison  between  the  condi- 
tion of  compulsory  and  voluntary  retire- 
ment. No  alteration  could  be  made  in 
the  system  of  compulsory  retirement 
without  very  serious  consideration.  If 
any  change  were  now  made,  the  officers 
who  had  already  been  compulsorily  re- 
tired would  have  very  great  ground  of 
complaint.  They  would  argue  that  they 
had  been  treated  more  unfairly  than 
their  sucoessora.  On  tho  other  hand, 
as  he  said  the  other  day  in  answer  to 
a  Question,  voluntary  retirement  was 
still  at  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  and  the  Commander-in- 
Chief,  and  the  system  was  created  for 
the  express  purpose  of  equalizing,  as  far 


as  possible,  the  rate  of  promotion  in  the 
different  corps  of  the  Army.  It  was 
always  understood  that  voluntary  retire- 
ment would  bo  used,  according  as  it 
became  desirable,  either  to  stimulate 
or  to  cheek  promotion  in  the  Army. 
Under  the  circumstances  he  stated  the 
other  day,  it  was  now  found  necessary 
to  check  somewhat  the  undue  and  ab- 
normal rate  of  promotion  which  was 
going  on  in  tho  different  corps,  and  that 
was  being  done  b}'  means  of  the  system 
of  voluntary  retirement. 

Colonel  NOLAN  said,  the  noble 
Marquess  did  not  argue  that  it  was 
better  to  retire  officers  compulsorily  at 
40  years  of  ago  than  to  allow  them  to 
remain  in  the  Service  longer ;  he  had 
simply  argued  that  the  law  would  not 
allow  him  to  change  matters;  he  must 
retire  captains  at  -iO,  whether  it  was 
right  or  wrong,  though  he  was  allowed 
to  prevent  other  officers  retiring  at  45. 
That  was  the  noble  Marquess's  case ; 
ho  did  nut  argue  the  case  on  its  merits. 
The  noble  Marquess  virtually  contended 
that  he  was  bound  by  law  to  retire  cap- 
tains at  40;  but,  in  order  to  regulate 
promotion,  he  could  prevent  majors  re- 
tiring at  44  or  45.  Hard  cases  made 
bad  laws.  Tho  noble  Marquess  was  ia 
the  minority  when  the  law  was  passed, 
and  he  voted  against  it.  He  did  not 
approve  of  the  law;  and,  therefore,  he 
ought  to  alter  the  scheme,  if  necessary, 
by  legislation.  In  one  way,  it  would 
be  hard  on  the  men  who  had  been  re- 
tired at  40;  but  no  injustice  would  be 
done  if  the  noble  Marquess  were  now 
to  raise  tho  age  of  oompulsory  retire- 
ment of  captains  to  42,  43,  44  or  45. 
It  would  be  rather  cheaper  to  let 
captains  continue  longer  in  the  Ser- 
vice, and  let  majors  retire  earlier.  The 
present  scheme  was  extravagant,  be- 
cause 40  j'ears  was  too  young  au 
age  to  put  men  out  of  their  Profes- 
sion. An  officer  was  quite  fit  for  duty 
at  55,  so  that  it  must  be  extravagant  to 
retire  him  compulsorily  15  years  earlier 
than  was  necessary.  The  nation  was 
tho  sufferer  in  every  respect;  the  charge 
imposed  on  tho  nation  in  consequence 
of  this  retirement  scheme  increased  by 
£15,000  and  £20,000  every  yeai-.  The 
charge  would  increase  year  by  year ; 
indeed,  it  would  not  find  its  level  for 
1 0  or  15  years  to  come.  This  extrava- 
gant scheme  would  have  to  be  remedied, 
sooner  or  later. 
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Mb.  EYLANDS  recollected  perfectly 
well  that  when  the  rotirenient  scheme  in 
question   was  before  the  House   some 
years  ago,  it  was  very  strongly  opposed 
by    several    hon.    Members.      Nothinjj 
coulj  be  more  unsatiafnotory  than  that 
they  should  have  a  Vote  which  was  in- 
creasing   every   year    undiT  conditions 
whioli    even   the    noble   Marquess   (the 
Marquess  of  Rartington)  himself  could 
not  say  were  calculated  to  improve  the 
t-ffii-iency  of  the  Army.     It  was  perfectly 
unjustifiable  on  the  part  of   the  Com- 
mittee that  they  should  allow  to  continue 
a  scheme  which  was  prejudicial  to  the 
interests  of  the  Army,  and  which,  at  the 
same   time,    increased   every  year    the 
burden  upon  the  taxpayers  of  the  coun- 
try.    When  the  scheme  was  before  the 
House  originally,  he  spoke  very  strongly 
against  it,  becat)so  ho  considered  at  the 
tin\o  it  was  a  scheme  which  would  necos- 
earily   lead  to  very  large  expenditure, 
and  not  only  lead  to  a  large  expenditure, 
but  have  the  effect  of  driving  out  of  the 
Army  some  of  the  very  best  men  they 
ought  to  keep.     He  had  known  many 
oases  in  which  officers  who  were  in  the 
prime  of  life  who  cliose  the  Army  as  a 
Profession,  and    who    were    admittedly 
▼ery   efficient   officers,    had    been    sent 
about   their    business,    and    for   what  ? 
To  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  Army  ? 
Certainly  not.     To  make  a  flow  of  pro- 
motion.    The  public  jiurso  and  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  Army  was  to  be  sacrificed 
ra  order  to  gratify  a  desire  that  tiiere 
should  be  a  flow  of   promotion.      The 
time   was    not   very   far   distant   when 
people  would  say  that  the  efficiency  of 
the  Army  was  not  at  all  commensurate 
with  the  cost  imposed  on  the  country, 
and   they  would  ask    tho  reason  why. 
When   the  people  discovered   that   the 
non-effective  charges  amounted  to  such 
an  enormous  proportion  of  the  entire  cost 
of  the  Army,  they  would  not  fail  to  see 
that  the  system  had  been  bolstered  up. 
and  that  a  largo  e.tpenditure  was  being 
incurred  in    the   interest  of  one   class. 
He  believed  that  if  all  those  pensions 
and  superannuations  went  on  increasing 
year   after    year,   the  time  would  soon 
como   when  the  difficulties   which   the 
noble  Marquess  the  8ecret-ary  of  State 
for  War  now  experienced  would  bo  dealt 
with  by  tho  people  in  a  manner  which 
would  not  be  pleasant  to  those  who  were 
receiving  tho  pensions  and  superannua- 
tions.    ["Oh,  oh!"]     Hon.  Gentlemen 


might  differ  from  him  ;  but  he  was  say- 
ing what  ho  believed  from  his  know- 
ledge of  the  feeling  of  the  working 
classes  of  the  country.  If  these  enor- 
mous pensions  continued  to  increase,  tho 
feeling  of  the  people  would  be  that  their 
taxes  were  taken  from  them  without  jus- 
tification, that  ihoy  were  being  dofraiided, 
and  that  largo  sums  were  being  paid  for 
which  the  country  got  no  advantage 
whatever.  Tho  Members  of  the  present 
Government  were  opposed  to  the  retire- 
ment scheme  now  in  force ;  but,  of 
course,  they  could  not  be  expected  to 
make  any  change  that  Session.  He 
was  persuaded,  however,  that  they  would 
shortly  look  seriously  at  this  matter  with 
a  view,  if  possible,  of  avoiding  those 
constant  increases  of  the  non-effective 
charges  of  the  Army,  and  of  seciiring 
that  men  who  were  thost  capable  in  the 
Service  of  the  coimtry  should  not  bo 
retired  merely  to  provide  a  flow  of  pro- 
motion. 

The  Marquess  of  HAETINGTON 
said,  the  'view  taken  by  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Gal- 
way  (Colonel  Nolan),  and  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Burnley  (Mr. 
Rylands),  was  that  he  (the  Marquess  of 
rXartingtou)  had  not  defended  the  re- 
tirement system  upon  its  merits.  He 
had  not  done  so,  because  ho  did  not 
think  it  was  desirable  that  they  should 
be  constantly  altering  tho  terms  under 
which  officers  served  in  the  Army.  Ho 
thought  that  unless  there  was  some  ab- 
solute necessity  for  a  change,  it  would 
be  much  better  to  leave  the  matter  alone. 
The  terms  under  which  officers  in  the 
Army  served  were  embodied  in  the 
Eoyal  Warrant ;  and  xmless  strong  rea- 
sons were  shown  why  he  should  do  so, 
it  was  not  necessary  for  liim  to  investi- 
gate any  individual  grievances.  He  was 
far  from  saying  that  some  Eegodations 
— he  would  not  say  these  precise  Eegu- 
lations — wore  not  necessary.  When  his 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Burnley 
(Mr.  Rylands)  talked  about  these  Eegu- 
lations  being  absolutely  unnecessary  for 
the  efficiency  of  the  Army,  and  about 
their  being  only  initiated  for  the  purpose 
of  providing  a  flow  of  promotion  amongst 
tho  officers,  he  forgot  altogether  that  a 
flow  of  promotion  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  the  efficiency  of  the  Army.  Did 
his  hon.  Friend  want  battalions  of  the 
Army  to  be  commanded  by  old  men  of 
70  and  80  years  of  age ;  or  did  he  think 
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it  was  expedient  for  the  e6Sciency  of  the 
Sei'vice  that  badalions  tilioulJ  be  com- 
mandod  by  officers  in  the  prime  of  life  ? 
How  were  officers  to  rise  in  their  Pro- 
fession unless  Slime  steps  were  taken  to 
eeciire  a  flow  of  promotion  ?  Wlien  the 
bon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Eylands)  talked 
about  there  being  a  largo  expenditure 
in  the  interest  solely  of  a  class,  he  alto- 
gothcr  forgot  that  some  provisions  of 
this  kind  were  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  very  existence  of  the  efficiency  of  the 
Army. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(fi.)  £120,000,  Widows' Pensions,  &c 

(7.)  £17,000,  Pensions  for  Wounds. 

(8.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
poaed, 

"  That  tt  sum,  not  exceeding  £33,200,  bo 
gr«ntpd  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge 
for  Chclseu  and  Kilmiiiiiham  Hospitals  and  the 
Tn-reosioners  thereof,  whidi  will  come  in  course 
of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  Slat 
day  of  March  1885." 

CdLoxKL  NOLAN  asked  whether  the 
question  of  pensioners  came  under  this 
Yolo? 

TiiR  CHAIRMAN:  No;  under  the 
next  Vote. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  said,  tliat 
on  this  Vote  he  wished  to  submit  a  puint 
to  the  noble  Marquess  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War.  Some  time  ago  there 
■was  published  a  stateraent  of  the  ac- 
counts of  the  Commissioners  of  Chelsea 
Hospital  for  services  other  than  those 
voted  by  Parliament  for  the  year  ending 
31st  March,  188.'J;  and  from  that  account 
it  appeared  that  there  was  a  balance  in 
the  hands  of  the  Commissioners  for 
Army  prize  money  of  £7(5,000  in  securi- 
ties, and  some  £1,200  or  £1,300  in 
cash.  Of  all  that  sum  only  £121  had 
been  distributed  os  prize  money  to  the 
soldiers  or  their  representatives;  but  a 
sum  of  £200  had  been  granted  to  the 
ofEdals  in  Chelsea  Hospital  as  the  ex-  i 
peuse  of  tte  Prize  Department— that 
was  to  say,  the  Secretarj'  in  the  Hospital 
was  allowed  £100  a-year,  and  tlie  prin- 
cipal clerk  was  allowed  another  £100 
B-year  in  order  to  enable  them  to  dis- 
pense a  total  sum  of  £121.  The  simple 
fact  was  that  it  cost  £200  to  pay  away 
£120.  The  Public  Accounts  Committee 
called  on  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Chelsea  Hospital  to  say  what  amount 
of  prize  money   had  been    distributed 


during  the  past  three  years,  and  this  was 
the  result.  Taking  the  three  years  end- 
ing 3lst  March,  1884,  the  sum  annually 
distributed  was  respectively  £65  11«., 
£121,  and  £167,  and  for  each  of  these 
years  there  had  been  a  charge  made  of 
£200  to  defray  the  expense  of  distribut- 
ing this  miserable  amount  of  money. 
The  story  of  the  distribution  of  prize 
money  through  the  Chelsea  Hospital 
and  the  Military  Authorities  was  one  of 
the  most  disgraceful  stories  of  the  whole 
history  of  the  military  arrangement  of 
this  countrj'.  The  very  names  of  Banda 
and  Kirwee  must  stink  in  the  nostrils  of 
all  who  were  acquainted  with  the  trans- 
actions in  regard  to  prize  money.  The 
gentlemen  who  got  the  salaries  to  which 
he  had  referred  had  no  right  at  all  to 
them,  as  they  did  no  work,  and  as  the 
money  was  taken  from  funds  that 
belonged  to  the  soldiers  and  their  repre- 
sentatives. In  order  to  get  rid  of  the 
balance  arising  from  the  prize  money, 
the  authorities  were  obliged  to  spend 
£3,361  in  the  maintenance  of  grounds 
and  for  other  purposes  at  Chelsea.  It 
appeared  to  him  that  the  Committee  was 
bound  to  take  some  notice  of  the  way  iu 
which  this  money  was  being  jobbed 
away  ;  and,  in  order  to  bring  the  matter 
to  nn  issue,  he  would  move  a  reduction 
of  the  Vote  by  the  amount  of  the  salary 
of  the  Secretary  and  of  the  principal 
clerk,  in  all  £200. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £33,000,  ba 
(jrantcJ  to  Her  Ulajcsty,  to  defray  the  Charga 
for  Chelsea  and  Kilmainham  Hospitals  and  the 
In- I^ensioners  thereof,  which  willcotnoin  course 
of  payment  during  the  year  ending  un  the  31st 
day  of  March  ISsii."— ("j/c.  Aitlmr  O'Connor.) 

Tns  MARQUE.SS  OF  HARTINGTON: 
I  trust  the  lion.  Member  will  not  per- 
severe in  his  Motion  for  the  reduction 
of  this  Vote.  The  matter  is  one  with 
which  the  War  Office  has  absolutely  no 
concern  whatever.  So  far  as  this  money 
is  concerned,  it  is  true  the  Chelsea  Com- 
missioners, who  have  to  deal  with  it,  are 
subordinates  of  the  War  Office  ;  but,  so 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  have  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  their  action,  and  have 
no  knowledge  of  the  working  of  the 
prize  fund.  The  Army  prize  fund  oe- 
counts  are  audited  by  the  Auditor  Gene- 
ral iu  the  ordinary  way ;  I  can  only  pro- 
mise to  ascertain  whether  the  sum  is 
properly  spent. 
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Mb.  AETHtJE  O'CONNOR:  After 
that  declaration  from  the  noble  Mar- 
quess I  will  rest  satisfied;  and  I  can 
only  say  that  I  trust  that  bj'  this  time 
nest  year  n  General  Election  will  have 
relieved  the  noble  Marquess  from  the 
service  of  the  Department.  If  I  then 
happen  to  be  in  my  present  position,  I 
shall  take  cnre  to  raise  the  question, 
and  probably  I  shall  not  do  so  without 
success. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(9.)  £1,411,000,  Out-Pensions. 

Colonel  NOLAN  said,  there  was  a 
Question  which  he  had  put  upon  the 
Paper  some  two  months  ago,  when  the 
Army  Estimates  wore  before  them, 
which  he  wished  now  to  repeat.  Ho 
would  follow  the  habit  which  had  now 
for  some  time  been  adopted  in  the  House 
of  putting  the  Question  without  reading 
it  from  the  Paper,  as  the  War  Office 
knew  all  about  it  from  its  being  on  the 
Votes.  He  had  repeatedly  brought  the 
question  under  the  notice  of  the  War 
OflSce,  so  that  no  one  could  plead  igno- 
rance of  it.  He  did  not  wish  to  have 
any  dispute  as  to  the  facts,  for  ho  be- 
lieved his  statement  was  perfectly  cor- 
rect, having  gone  to  the  trouble  of  ob- 
taining from  the  various  Departments 
of  the  War  Office  what  information  he 
could  of  an  accurate  kind.  The  case 
was  one  of  a  very  gross  kind  ;  the  indi- 
vidual whose  grievance  he  was  repre- 
senting, who  was  a  very  poor  man, 
having  been  done  out  of  Srf.  a-day  and 
part  of  the  result  of  his  labours  during 
the  greater  portion  of  his  life.  It  seemed 
to  lum  absolutely  necessary  that  the 
rights  of  pensioners  of  this  kind  should 
be  carefully  protected.  These  pensioners 
from  the  ranks  were  not  like  the  officers 
or  higher  grade  pensioners  they  had 
Ibeen  dealing  with  under  Vote  19.  The 
'amounts  were  very  humble  compared 
with  those  voted  to  the  officers ;  but, 
however  small,  they  were  as  important 
to  the  poor  pensioners,  or  even  more  so, 
than  were  the  large  sums  granted  to 
people  in  higher  grades,  and  it  was 
necessary  they  should  bo  very  closely 
guarded  and  watched  by  the  House. 
Ue  could  not  mention  a  stronger  and 
more  grave  case  of  a  man  having  been 
absolutely  done  out  of  his  pension  than 
the  present.     The  cose  w&b  that  of  a  man 

77**  ilurjuett  of  Uartington 


who  had  enlisted  very  many  years  ago 
into  the  Indian  Artillery,  the  contract 
of  enlistment  being  different  to  that  for 
the  English  Artillery  or  the  Boyal 
Artillery.  The  question  of  character 
was  not  so  much  looked  into  in  the  cose 
of  men  enlisted  for  the  Indian  ArtUlery 
in  those  days.  The  character  of  men 
etdisted  for  the  Eoyal  Artillery  was,  of 
course,  a  matter  of  moment ;  but  in  the 
case  of  men  enlisted  for  the  Indian 
Army  they  desired  to  get  the  white  man, 
and  were  prepared  to  give  him  \».  a-day 
without  taking  his  character  into  con- 
sideration. He  mentioned  that  with 
emphasis,  because,  to  a  great  extent,  the 
point  of  the  whole  case  turned  upon  it. 
This  man  hud  contracted,  as  a  great 
many  men  from  this  district  did,  to  join 
I  the  Indian  Artillery  on  the  understand- 
ing that  at  the  end  of  20  years  he  was 
to  get  a  pension.  It  was  customary  in 
those  days  to  enlist  nearly  the  whole  of 
the  white  contingent  of  the  Indian 
Artillery  in  the  South  of  Ireland,  the 
Hoyal  Artillery  being  recruited  from  the 
North  of  Ireland  and  England.  Well, 
there  happened  in  India  the  great 
Mutiny.  The  Indian  Artillery  was  amal- 
gamated with  the  Royal  Artillery,  not 
in  exactly  the  same  way  as  the  Infantry 
were  amalgamated,  but  still  an  amalga- 
mation took  place.  8,000  or  9,000  mea 
of  the  Indian  Artillery  mutinied — that 
was  to  say,  the  Law  Officei-a  of  the 
Crown  declared  it  to  be  a  mutiny.  They 
declined  to  serve  with  the  new  force, 
but  this  man  did  not.  These  7,000  or 
8,000  men  declined  to  serve,  because  they 
thought  that  their  case  would  not  be 
properly  considered  by  the  Government, 
and  no  doubt  their  apprehensions  were 
well  founded  if  the  case  of  this  man  was 
atoll  typical  of  the  action  of  the  English 
Military  Authorities.  The  artilleryman, 
whose  case  he  was  bringing  before  the 
Committee  went  to  Luoknow.  Two 
years'  service  was  reckoned  off  his  time 
on  account  of  the  transfer,  and  having 
served  the  requisite  number  of  years  he 
was  to  have  his  pension.  The  original 
contract,  as  he  (Colonel  Nolan)  had 
stated,  was  that  this  man  was  to  get  1«. 
a  day  at  the  end  of  his  service.  Ue  wa« 
to  have  his  pension  at  the  end  of  21 
years,  so  that  when  he  had  served  19 
years,  having  had  two  years  taken  off 
on  account  of  his  agreement  to  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  English  Army,  he  was 
entitled  to  \».  a-day.    Within  a  moutU 
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of  tlie  expiration  of  the  19  years  the 
AVar  Office  said  practically — "We  do  not 
want  to  give  you  this  1».  a-day  ;  wo  will 
bring  you  before  a  Jfodical  Board  and 
see  whether  you  are  fit  for  service."  They 
brought  him  up  before  a  Medical  Board, 
and  they  found  that  he  had  varicose 
veins,  and  they  dismissed  him  from  the 
Service,  striking  off  3rf.  a-day — a  small 
amount  no  doubt,  but  to  a  man  in  the 
position  of  this  person  a  sum  as  import- 
ant as  £500  a-year  would  be  to  a  Mem- 
ber of  that  House.  Great  blame  was  to 
be  attached  to  the  Military  Authorities 
who  had  hold  out  to  this  man,  as  an  in- 
ducement to  join  the  Euglieh  Service, 
that  they  would  keep  the  contrnct  of  the 
Indian  Government.  In  the  case  of  this 
man  they  had  obviously  broken  their 
contract.  The  officer  who  applied  to  the 
Medical  Board  might  have  been  ignorant 
of  the  rule  that  nn  Indian  artillerist  was 
inadilTorent  position  to  thatof  anEnglish 
artillerist.  Just  27  days  before  this  man 
would  have  been  entitled  to  his  1«.  a-day 
he  was  discharged  ou  account  of  varicose 
veins.  It  was  perfectly  absurd  to  dis- 
charge a  man  in  that  way.  The  man  in 
all  probability  had  got  into  some  diflS- 
culty  or  other,  not  sufficient  to  entitle  the 
officers  to  bring  him  before  a  court 
martial,  but  still  sufficient  to  render  his 
superiors  inclined  to  punish  him.  Pro- 
bably ho  had  been  bragging  about  his 
pension,  saying,  perhaps — "  You  fellows 
of  the  Eoyal  Artillery  are  not  .so  well 
situated  as  I  am."  Tie  might  have 
made  himself  unpopular  in  that  way,  and 
have  got  himself  disliked ;  but  the  fact 
of  a  man  being  disliked  was  certainly 
not  sufficient  to  entitle  the  authorities  to 
deprive  him  of  3</.  a-day  for  life.  The 
grievance  in  this  cose  was  a  most  serious 
one.  It  was  said,  as  a  rule,  the  men  of 
a  regiment  were  protected  by  their  own 
officers.  No  doubt  that  was  so  in  99 
cases  out  of  100.      Generally  it  was  a 

^  most  efficient  protection,  but  in  this  ease 
ras  nothing  of  the  kind.  The  feeling 
tiprit  dc  corps  which  would  have  in- 

rSiiced  the  otficors  to  protect  the  men  of 
the  Royal  Artillery  was  wanting  in  the 
case  of  the  man  who  had  left  the  Indian 
Artillery  to  join  them  in  time  of  emer- 
gency. As  a  rule,  the  men  taken  over 
from  the  Indian  Service  were  not  badly 
treated  ;  but  in  this  case,  as  he  had  ox- 
plained,  it  was  probable  that  it  was  seen 

Ithat  the  man  was  about  to  get  an  advan- 

Itage  over  their  own  suldiei-s,  and  that  he 


was  bragging  about  it,  and  therefore 
the  officers  sought  to  punish  him.  The 
man  was  discharged  for  a  nominal  weak- 
ness of  health — not  that  the  medical 
certificate  could  be  challenged — but  it 
was  absurd  to  supimse  the  man  could  not 
do  barrack  duty  for  the  remaining  27 
days  of  his  21  years.  He  might  have 
been  unfit  to  go  with  his  battery  on  ser- 
vice ;  but  it  was  absurd  to  suppose  that 
he  could  not,  on  account  of  varicose 
veins,  discharge  biirrack  duty  for  27 
days.  He  had  gone  into  this  ease  at 
some  length,  and  bad  repeatedl}' brought 
it  before  the  notice  of  the  War  Office, 
because  it  was  one  of  a  serious  kind  to 
the  individual  for  whom  ho  was  plead- 
ing. He  was  very  curious  to  know  how 
the  War  Office  would  treat  it, 

Sib  AETHUR  HAYTER  said,  he  waa 
very  glad  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man had  brought  this  case  forwai-d; 
probably  it  waa  a  case  of  one  of  his  owu 
constituents  ? 

Colonel  NOLAN :  No  ;  it  is  not. 

Sir  .VRTHUR  HAYTER  said,  thea 
it  was  the  cose  of  a  man  belonging  to 
that  branch  of  the  Service — the  Eoyal 
Artillery — of  which  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  had  been  so  distinguished  a 
member  ?  Ho  (Sir  Arthur  Hayter)  fully 
admitted  all  the  statements  made  by 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  and 
those  ho  had  placed  on  the  Paper,  with 
two  exceptions.  He  found  the  fifth 
paragraph  was  incorrect,  there  being  no 
record  at  Woolwich  of  the  man  over 
having  been  employed  on  active  service 
in  the  field. 

Colonel  NOLAN:  He  took  pait  ia 
the  advance  on  Lucknow. 

Sib  ARTHUR  HAYTER  said,  that 
there  was  no  record  of  the  man  having 
been  on  active  service,  nor  had  he  any 
medal.  Again,  with  regard  to  paragraph 
7,  lie  could  not  admit  that  the  Government 
had  saved  anything  or  that  the  man  had 
lost  anything,  because  it  could  be  shown 
that  he  had  not  fulfilled  the  contract 
which  he  had  made  with  the  late  Indian 
Goveroment,  the  fulfilment  of  which  con- 
tract alone  would  have  entitled  him  to 
full  pension.  Although  that  might  be 
thought  a  hard  case,  the  man  having 
nearly  completed  his  service,  it  was  by 
no  means  an  exceptional  one.  There 
were  several  cases — four  or  five  at  least— 
in  which  men  had  rendered  themselves 
ineligible  for  full  pension  ii  few  days  or 
a  month  or  two  before  the  expiration  of 
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their  period  of  service.  Tbo  Chelsea 
Commissioners  had  taken  into  considera- 
tion the  character  of  this  man — and  it  was 
necessary  to  look  into  that  question  for 
a  moment.  It  was  obvious  from  the 
etatement  of  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  that  this  man  could  not 
havo  made  up  his  21  j'ears'  service  with- 
out boon  service,  because  he  was  enlisted 
on  the  18th  of  August,  1847.  and  dis- 
charged on  the  14th  of  July,  1866.  Even 
adding  the  two  years'  boon  service  which 
was  given  to  every  soldier  who  enlisted 
from  the  Indian  into  the  Imperial 
Army,  he  had  not  made  up  his  iil  yoai's. 
The  man  had  lost  through  his  miscon- 
duct, and  through  being  twice  tried  by 
court  martial,  83  days'  service ;  and  al- 
though, at  the  end  of  21  years'  service, 
he  would  have  had  \it.  a- day,  he  was 
only  allowed  9rf.,  because  ho  had  not 
completed  his  contract  of  service.  His 
character  was  returned  on  his  discharge 
— and  it  was  well  known  that  they  were 
not  unduly  severe  iu  making  that  return 
on  a  man's  leaving  the  Army — as  indif- 
ferent. He  had  been  24  times  drunk, 
twice  tried  by  court  martial,  32  times  in 
the  regimental  report  book  ;  and  tho 
cause  of  his  discharge  was  that  he  was 
unfit  for  military  service  in  consequence 
of  varicose  veins.  However,  the  case 
had  been  taken  up,  and  the  Chelsea 
Board  had  been  referred  to  on  no  fewer 
than  five  occasions  by  the  War  Office ; 
but  tho  Commissioners  had  always  most 
consistonlly  refused  to  make  any  addi- 
tion to  the  man's  pension.  They  said 
they  were  unable  to  make  any  altera- 
tion under  the  terms  of  their  Statute,  by 
which  their  action  was  governed,  and 
pointed  out  clearly  that  the  Statute 
only  allowed  them  to  give  1».  a-day 
pension  when  a  man  Imd  fulfilled  his 
contract  of  21  years'  service,  and  that 
for  anything  less  than  that  they  could 
not  give  more  than  9(/.  a-day.  Tliat 
was  the  only  ground  for  their  decision, 
and  there  was  none  of  a  special  character 
for  tlie  reduction  of  this  pension  from  1». 
to  9i/.  The  Bill  which  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  had  introduced  into  the 
House,  and  which  stood  for  second  read- 
ing that  evening,  would  enable  them  to 
give  greater  elasticity  in  the  matter  of 
pensions,  because  for  the  future  they 
would  bo  given  under  the  Royal  War- 
rant, or  under  Regulations  made  by 
tho  Secretary  of  State  for  the  time 
being .      He    did    not   know    that    he 

Sir  Arthur  Hayter 


could  say  more,  even  if  he  went  more 
fully  into  (he  case;  but  it  did  not  appear 
to  him  to  be  an  exceptionally  hard  case 
when  the  facts  were  fully  gone  into. 

CoLojTEL  NOL.\.N  said,  his  contention 
was  still  unaltered.  Tho  Financial  Se- 
cretary allowed  that  the  man  was  within 
27  days,  deducting  83,  of  the  completion 
of  his  21  years'  service.  Of  course,  if 
the  man  had  had  the  83  days,  the  whole 
case  of  the  Government  would  fall  to 
the  ground,  according  to  the  strict  letter 
of  the  contract.  If  this  had  been  the 
case  of  a  rich  man,  who  could  afford  to 
bring  an  action  in  a  Court  of  Law,  there 
would  have  been  no  hesitation  on  the 
part  of  anyono  sitting  on  such  a  case  to 
declare  that  this  had  been  a  gross  breach 
of  faith.  It  would  be  held  at  once  that 
this  was  such  a  flagrant  swindle  on  the 
side  of  the  defendants  that  they  would 
be  at  once  required  to  comply  with  the 
terms  of  tho  contract,  and  to  pay  tho 
costs.  Tho  Government  were  simply 
eluding  the  contract.  He  (Colonel 
Nolan)  was  not  complaining  that  the 
Chelsea  Commissiuners  had  not  given 
the  man  1».  a-day;  but  vrhat  he  was 
complaining  of  was  that  the  officers  had 
discharged  him  in  the  manner  in  which 
they  did,  and  for  the  sake,  perhaps,  of 
preventing  his  getting  the  1«.  a-day  to 
which  he  was  entitled.  It  was  usual, 
just  before  the  expiration  of  a  man's 
period  of  service,  to  give  him  a  month's 
furlough — to  send  him  away  a  mouth 
before  his  time.  As  to  drunkenness  and 
the  question  of  character,  as  he  had 
olready  pointed  out,  the  Indian  Govern- 
ment hnd  been  anxious  to  get  a  white- 
faced  man  beside  a  black-faced  man, 
and  in  securing  that  they  did  not  care 
so  much  about  individual  character. 
They  wanted  a  white  man,  and  they  got 
him,  because  the  white  man  was  sure, 
or  thought  he  was  sure,  of  getting  his 
\s.  a-day  pension.  The  British  Govern- 
ment, when  it  took  over  the  Indian 
Army,  had  undertaken  to  carry  out  the 
contract  of  tho  Indian  Government ;  but 
it  had  neglected  to  do  so.  As  fur  the 
man  getting  drunk,  they  could  not  ex- 
pect all  the  cardinal  virtues  for  1*.  a-day  ; 
and  as  to  his  having  been  on  active  ser- 
vice, ho  must  have  been  pretty  near  the 
campaigning,  because  he  got  his  two 
years'  boon  service  for  his  advance  on 
Lucknow.  To  bis  (Colonel  Nolan's) 
mind,  this  was  one  of  the  grossest  cosea 
of  violation  of  contract — at  any  rate  in 
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spirit.  If,  however,  Lo  was  told  by  the 
.Pinaacial  Secretary  that  this  caao  could 
be  dealt  with  under  the  new  Bill,  of 
course  he  would  not  go  further  into  it. 
Otherwise,  however,  when  the  next  Vote 
for  high  pensions  came  ou  ho  should 
niove  a  reduction,  and  point  out  the  dis- 
crepancy between  the  award  of  £800  or 
£  1,0(10  a-year  without  question  to  this 
or  that  distinguished  man,  whilst  they 
defrauded  "  Tomaiy  Atkins"  of  his  3rf. 
a-day. 

Sir  ArvTHLTR  HATTER  :  This  man 
was  discharged  by  a  Regimental  Board 
of  Royal  Aj-tillery  officers. 

Colonel  NOLAN:  The  War  Office 
ordered  them  to  disohargo  him. 

Sir  ARTHUR  HAYTRR :  Not  in 
the  first  iastauce.  Apijlicatiou  must 
have  been  made  for  a  Board  to  as- 
eemble. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  The  Secretary  of 
State  orders  the  Regimental  Board. 

Sir  ARTHUR  H.W'TER:  Yes;  but 
the  Board,  whoa  assembled,  inquires 
into  the  case. 

Sir  ALEXANDER  GORDON  said, 
be  wished  to  call  attention  to  the  defec- 
tive manner  in  which  these  Estimates  were 
presented,  in  consequence  of  the  amalga- 
mation of  the  Supplementary  Votes  with 
the  original  Votes.  The  not  increase  on 
the  tjtal  Vote  was  stated  to  amount  to 
£91,100 ;  but  those  who  had  eyes  to  see 
might  read  in  a  foot  note  that  there  was 
£50,000  added  to  the  original  Vote  Inst 
year  in  the  Supplementary  Estimate  for 
the  Egyptian  Vote,  and  the  ciinsequpnce 
iiras  that  the  real  increase  on  the  Vote 
of  last  year  was  £H1,100.  That  arose 
from  the  system  of  not  placing  the  ori- 
ginal Vote  of  onr«  year  in  juxtaposition 
with  the  original  Vo(e  of  the  subauquont 
year,  which  was  the  only  way  of  forming 
a  proper  comparison  between  the  Votes 
of  one  year  and  the  Votes  of  an- 
other. The  result  was  that  the  in- 
crease was  always  minimized  and  the 
decrease  was  magniiied,  and  bo  a 
very  wrong  impression  was  conveyed. 
Members  at  a  lata  houi- — say,  at  2 
or  3  o'clock  in  the  morning — saw  "  net 
decrease  "  so  many  thousands,  and  they 
were  satisfied  that  the  amount  was 
less  than  in  the  previous  year ;  but,  in 
reality,  they  might  bo  voting  hundreds 
of  thousands  more,  and  that  was  one  of 
the  reasons  why  the  Estimates  crept  up 
without   their  knowing  it.     He  hoped 


that  next  year  the  noble  Marquess  (tho 
Mun^uess  of  Hartington)  would  con.sider 
whether  he  would  not  adopt  the  system 
adopted  in  regard  to  the  Navy  Estimates, 
by  which  this  inconvenience  might  be 
entirely  obviated.  In  the  Nav^y  Esti- 
mates the  original  Votes  for  one  year 
were  placed  in  juxtaposition  with  the 
original  Estimates  of  the  following  year, 
so  that  the  House  could  make  an  exact 
comparison  between  the  Estimates  of 
one  year  and  the  Estimates  of  another, 
and  know  precisely  whether  tho  normal 
expenditure  of  the  country  was  being 
increased  or  not. 

Sib  iUiTHUR  HAYTER  said,  the 
increase  was  owing  to  £91,000  which 
was  tliQ  lesser  amount  of  the  Non-£ifeo- 
tlve  Votes. 

Sir  ALEXANDER  GORDON  said, 
ho  thought  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gen- 
tleman was  altogether  wrong.  It  was 
distinctly  in  consequence  of  the  Supple- 
mentary Vote  provided  last  year  for 
Egypt,  and  the  real  increase  was 
£141,100,  and  not  £91,000. 

The  Maikiuess  of  HARTINGTON 
said,  he  would  look  into  the  matter  and 
consider  the  system  in  regard  to  the 
Na\'y  Estimates ;  but  he  could  not 
imagine  that  there  could  be  any  difficulty 
in  comparing  the  amounts  in  the  present 
form. 

Vote  agretd  to. 

(10.)  £190,000,  Superannuation  Allow- 
allocs. 

(U.)  £50,100.  Retired  Allowances, 
&c,  to  Officers  of  the  Militia,  Yeoaianry, 
and  Volunteer  Forces. 

Colonel  KING  -  HARMAN  asked 
tho  noble  Marquess  to  give  a  little  more 
information  with  respect  to  Quarter- 
masters of  Militia.  In  an  answer  to  a 
Question  the  noble  Marquess  could  not 
be  expected  to  say  much  ;  but  he  thought 
a  case  had  been  completely  made  out  in 
regard  to  those  Quartermasters.  Their 
case  was  simply  this.  A  very  small 
number  of  deserving  ofl&cers,  who  had 
chiefly  risen  from  the  ranks,  and  had 
served  Her  Majestj'  in  every  part  of  the 
globe  faithfully  and  well,  had  grievances 
which  tho  public  outside  believed  to  be 
substantial  grievances,  involving  a  small 
amount  to  the  State,  but  meaning  a 
largo  amount  to  men  of  this  position. 
He  did  not  thiuk  it  was  sufficient  for  the 
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noble  MarqnosB  to  say,  as  lie  had  said 
that  day,  that  tliis  mntter  had  bef?n  in- 
quired into  hy  ])revioiiB  Secretaries  of 
State  for  War  and  decided.  Ho  did  not 
wish  to  Bay  anything  offousive ;  but  it 
seemed  to  him  that  this  Government 
rather  prided  themselves  on  having  a 
policy  entirely  different  from  that  of 
their  Predecessors,  and  he  thought  this 
was  a  matter  of  justice  to  men  who  de- 
served well  of  their  country.  The  mat- 
ter was  very  small  iu  point  of  pounds, 
shillings,  and  pence  ;  but  it  was  a  hard 
thing  that  men  who  had  given  so  many 
years  of  their  lives  to  their  country 
should  at  the  latter  end  of  their  lives 
iiud  themselves  in  an  almost  penniless 
position.  They  were  not  in  the  position 
of  ordinary  pensioners.  They  were 
given  the  rank  of  Captains,  and  they 
had  to  keep  up  a  certain  position  ;  but 
their  pensions  were  very  small — far  less 
than  they  imagined  they  had  a  right  to, 
and  far  less  than  he  thought  they  were 
entitled  to. 

TuE  Marquess  oi-  HARTINGTON 
said,  he  did  not  know  that  ho  could  add 
anything  to  what  he  had  said  in  answer 
to  a  Question  that  day.  The  fact,  he 
believed,  was,  that  in  1870  the  maximum 
pension  for  these  men  was  4».  a-day,  and 
10  1877  it  was  nearly  5«.  a-day.  In 
1881,  however,  the  maximum  was  raised 
to  In.  a-day,  as  compensation  for  com- 
pulsory retirement.  lie  did  not  think 
there  was  any  jirecedent  whatever  for 
giving  an  increased  pension  to  Quarter- 
masters who  had  retired  under  a  War- 
rant, as  these  men  had. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

SUPPLY— NA^'Y  ESTIMATES. 

(12.)  £62,500,  Medicines  and  Medical 
Stores,  &o. 

(13.)  Motion  made,  uud  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"That  a  .sum.  not  cxccf-ding  £10,400,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defniy  the  Expense 
of  Martia]  Law,  &c.  which  will  come  in  course 
of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  3l8t 
day  of  March  1886." 

Cai-tain  MAXWELL-HEEON  said, 
he  was  sorry  to  have  to  trespass  on  the 
Committee  in  bringing  before  them  a 
question  which  was  raised  last  year;  but 
he  would  not  travel  over  the  same 
ground.  He  must,  however,  bring  the 
matter  up  now,  first,  because  ho  thought 

Colonel  King-Harman 


there  had  been  a  misunderstanding  as  to 
the  arrangement  made  by  the  Prime 
Minister  with  the  House  ;  secondly,  be- 
cause of  certain  passages  in  the  speech 
of  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  on 
that  occasion,  which  were  prejudicial 
to  the  interests  of  the  late  Commander 
of  the  Cli/de,  but  to  which,  as  they  were 
then  on  the  Ecport  stage,  he  had  no  op- 
portunity of  replying;  and,  thirdly,  be- 
cause this  was  the  only  Court  of  Appeal 
to  which  recourse  could  be  had  with 
regard  t<j  a  Naval  court  martial.  The 
Committee  would  recollect  that  at  an 
early  hour  on  one  day  in  August  last  he 
brought  the  subject  of  the  court  martial 
upon  Commander  Heron,  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Ship  Clyde,  before  the  Commit- 
tee. He  then  raised  three  principal 
points — the  first  was  as  to  the  evidence 
of  the  second  in  command  of  the  Clyde, 
Gunner  Fitzgerald  ;  the  second  was  with 
respect  to  the  corroborative  evidence ; 
and  tlio  third  was  the  constitution  of  tho 
court  martial  itself.  To  the  last-named 
point  he  should  mainly  confine  his  re- 
marks on  this  occasion.  The  Prime  Mi- 
nister agreed  to  refer  the  point  he  raised 
as  to  Gunner  Fitzgerald  to  the  Law  Ad- 
visersof  the  Crown;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  op- 
posite (Sir  John  Hay),  and  also,  he  be- 
lieved, the  light  hon.  Member  for  South- 
West  Lancashire  (SirE.  AsshetonCro&s), 
asked  the  Prime  Minister  whether  ha 
would  also  refer  to  the  Law  OEBcers  ] 
the  point  as  to  the  constitution  of  the 
court;  and  he  quite  understood  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  agreed  to  do  so. 
Ho  was  rather  astonished  at  receiving 
from  the  Admiralty  an  olBcinl  letter 
containing  the  opinion  of  the  Low 
Officers;  but  that  opinion  only  related 
to  the  point  as  to  Gunner  Fitzgerald. 
The  circumstances  of  the  case  were  these 
— Fitzgerald  was  second  in  command  of 
the  Ciyde  when  Commander  Maxwell-  I 
Heron  had  command  of  that  ship  ;  and  , 
he  was  afterwards  tried  and  dismissed 
from  the  Service.  Last  year  he  drew 
attention  to  those  facts,  and  pointed  out, 
fii-st,  that  Fitzgerald  was  au  interested 
and  prejudiced  witness ;  and  next,  that 
this  man  and  another  who  gave  corrobo- 
rative evidence  having  been  under  arrest, 
were  released  in  order  to  give  Queen's 
evidence  against  the  Commander  of  tho 
Clyde.  He  also  drew  attention  to  tho 
fact    that   at   the    preliminary  inquiry 
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these  men  made  certaia  statoraents,  and 
«rhen  colled  at  the  court  murtial  they 
Bworo  to  diametrically  opposite  state- 
niouta.  One  made  a  statement  so  pre- 
judicial to  the  prisoner  that  the  court 
did  not  believe  him.  He  could  not  go 
over  the  circumstances  of  the  case  again, 
because  the  matter  had  been  referred 
to  the  Law  Officers ;  but  their  dictum 
was  this — that  after  eliminating  the  evi- 
dence of  Gunner  Fitzgerald,  there  was 
still  suflicieut  evidence  to  justify  the  de- 
cision of  the  court.  But  how  was  this 
arbitration — if  ho  might  so  call  it — con- 
ducted ?  It  was  simply  a  case  of  sub- 
mitting the  decisions  of  two  courts 
martial,  one  on  the  Commander  of  the 
Clyde  and  one  on  Gunner  Fitzgerald, 
to  the  Law  Officers,  the  point  placed 
before  them  being  only  one  of  the  points 
he  had  raised  in  that  House.  It  wa.s 
the  well-known  practice  that  in  an  arbi- 
tration the  two  sides  should  be  heard  ; 
but  in  this  case  only  one  side  had  been 
heard,  and  none  of  the  points  raised  in 
the  debate  was  submitted  to  the  Law 
Advisers  e.toept  the  one  he  had  nien- 
tioued.  The  only  consideration  put  be- 
fore them  was  whether,  after  eliminating 
the  evidence  of  Fitzgerald,  there  was 
sufficient  justification  for  the  decision. 
He  thought  thisunfortuuate  and  gallant 
officer  ought  to  have  been  allowed  to  put 
before  the  Law  OlHcors  the  points  that 
had  been  raised  in  the  debate,  and  the 
method  adopted  seemed  to  him  to  bo  a 
very  extraordinary  way  of  carrying  out 
the  intentions  of  the  House.  As  he 
understood  the  arrangement  made,  it 
had  not  been  carried  out,  neither  the 
constitution  of  the  court  nor  the  cor- 
roborative evidence  being  referred  to  the 
Law  Officera.  Another  point  was  tliis. 
In  his  speech  last  year  the  Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty — no  doubt  without  inten- 
tion— used  some  words  which  wore  very 
disparaging  to  the  officer  in  (juestion. 
lieferring  to  the  most  serious  charge, 
that  of  appropriating  certain  things,  the 
hon.  Gentleman  said  there  was  doubt 
in  the  mind  of  the  court  as  to  the 
charge  made  hy  Fitzgerald  against  Com- 
mander Maxwell-Heron.  How  could 
he  know  whether  there  was  duubt  in  the 
mind  of  the  court  ?  The  court  was  sworn 
to  secrecy  ;  but  tn  say  there  was  a  doubt 
in  the  mind  of  the  court  was  to  say  that 
the  accused  officer  only  escaped  convic- 
tion by  a  very  narrow  margin  owing  to 
that  doubt.      The   third   consideration 


was  that  there  was  no  Court  of  Appeal 
against  decisions  of  courts  martial  but 
the  House  of  Commons.  These  courts 
could  ruin,  condemn,  convict,  and  sen- 
tence a  man  without  there  being  any 
ap])eal.  But  in  the  Army  every  de- 
cision of  "a  court  martial  was  referred 
to  the  Judge  Advocate  General,  and  he 
believed  the  Judge  Advocate  General 
had  had  many  thousands  of  such  de- 
cisions sent  to  him  for  revision,  and  that 
at  least  400  or  500  had  been  altered 
upon  his  advice.  Why  should  not  the 
same  system  be  adopted  in  the  Navy  ? 
There  was  at  one  time  a  Judge  Advo- 
cate General  in  the  Navy ;  but  he  was 
di-sposed  of,  and  his  duties  were  under- 
taken by  the  Counsel  to  the  Admiralty. 
Last  year  there  was  a  case  raised,  which 
he  understood  the  Government  would 
not  submit  to  the  Counsel  to  the  Admi- 
ralty, though  if  it  had  been  an  Army 
case  they  would  have  submitted  it  to 
the  Judge  Advocate  General.  He  could 
not  see  what  use  the  Counsel  to  the  Ad- 
miralty was.  He  received  a  certain 
amount  fi'om  Votes  by  that  House,  and 
the  rest  was  made  up  by  foes ;  but  such 
a  system  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to 
prevail.  There  was  no  appeal  against 
the  decision  of  a  Naval  court  martini, 
and  that  was  why  these  cases  could  only 
be  brought  before  that  House.  The 
oonstitution  of  this  court  martial  was 
the  point  to  which  he  wished  to  refer 
more  especially.  It  was  laid  down  in 
the  liules  under  the  Naval  Discipline 
Act  that  no  officer  should  be  relieved 
from  attending  upon  a  court  martial, 
except  the  Admiral  of  a  Enyal  Dockyard. 
This  court  martial  was  held  on  Decem- 
ber 13th,  1882,  on  board  the  Victory 
at  Portsmouth.  The  order  of  the  Ser- 
vice was,  that  on  the  signal  for  a  court 
martial  beiug  given,  all  officers  of 
junior  rank  to  the  President  must  repair 
to  the  ship  and  answer  to  their  names. 
On  this  occasion  the  names  were  called 
over,  among  them  being  the  names  of 
Captain  Gordon,  captain  of  the  Vernon 
torpedo  ship,  and  (Captain  Codrington, 
captain  of  the  ExcelUnt.  They  were  re- 
ported by  the  Deputy  Judge  Advocate 
General  as  being  absent  on  leave.  But 
how  were  they  on  leavo  ?  One  of  them 
was  reported  to  be  absent  on  Govern- 
ment duty.  Now,  it  could  not  bo  ac- 
cepted as  right  by  anyone  who  valued 
the  Services,  that  a  man  should  bo 
reported  absent  on  leave  when  he  vm 
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with  his  regiment  or  on  board  his  ship. 
If  he  was  on  board  his  ship  he  was  on 
duty,  and  tlie  same  if  ho  was  with  his 
regiineut,  and  he  could  not  be  rolioved 
of  his  responsibility.  There  might  be  a 
mutiny  or  a  fire,  or  any  other  cireum- 
stancos  might  happen  ;  and  if  this  rule 
was  to  be  accepted,  an  ofKoer  who  was 
supposed  to  be  absent  cm  duty  might 
sheltfr  himsolf  behind  that  plus.  It 
was  absolutely  impos-sible  that  the  cap- 
tain of  a  line-of- battle  ship  should  be 
on  board  his  ship  except  on  duty,  and 
on  this  morning  both  Captain  Gordon 
and  Captain  Codrington  wore  on  their 
ships,  although  reported  absent  on  leave. 
Captain  Gordon,  he  believed,  had  re- 
ceived leave  ;  but  it  had  been  cancelled 
at  his  own  request,  and  Captain  Cod- 
rington had  been  granted  leave  on  Go- 
vernment duty.  The  primary  duty  of 
all  Naval  ollicors  was  to  attend  courts 
martial,  and  ho  submitted  that  those 
two  olRcers  ought  to  have  repaired  to 
the  Victory,  and  answered  to  their 
uames.  They  ought  to  have  been 
members  of  the  court,  and  as  they  were 
not  the  court  assumed  the  aspect  of 
having  been  packed.  lie  did  not  mean 
tliat  it  was  packed  for  any  particular 
reason  ;  but  the  order  of  the  Admiralty 
could  not  been  allowed  to  contravene 
an  Act  of  Parliament.  On  this  occasion 
these  were  the  facts,  and  the  answer  he 
had  received  from  the  Admiralty  upon 
this  matter  was  that  the  Commander  of 
the  Clydt  had  an  opportunity  of  chal- 
lenging tho  constitution  of  the  court ; 
but  he  could  not  possibly  know  who 
were  ths  officers  wlio  ought  to  have  sat 
upon  that  court.  lie  was  satislied  with 
the  constitution  of  the  court  with  regard 
to  the  honour,  integrity,  and  ability  of 
the  officers  who  sat  there ;  but  being 
a  prisoner  he  could  not  possibly  know 
that  there  were  two  absent  officers  who 
ought  to  have  been  present.  But  sup- 
posing he  had  challenged  tho  constitu- 
tion of  the  court,  he  conceived  that  if 
there  was  a  chance  he  ought  to  lose  no 
opportunity  of  trying  to  relieve  this  offi- 
cer from  the  position  in  which  ho  was 
placed  by  a  sentence  acknowledged  to 
bo  very  severe  by  every  officer  of  the 
Navy  of  every  rank  to  whom  ho  had 
spoken.  These  were  the  facts,  and  he 
could  not  conceive  how  they  could  be 
controverted.  Captain  Gordon  and  Cap- 
tain Codrington  were  on  board  their 
ships,   and  if  they  did   not  sit  on  the 
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court  then  the  constitution  of  the  court 
was  illegal.  He  knew  it  was  a  very 
difficult  thing  to  get  a  matter  such 
this  discussed  at  a  late  hour,  and  he  ha4 
had  the  greatest  difficulty  in  bringing  it 
forward  last  year ;  but  he  knew  thet 
were  man^^  Members  of  that  House  who 
thought  the  case  a  very  hard  one.  Thj 
Prime  Minister  had  acknowledged  tba(j 
tlio  case  was  a  very  peculiar  one.  Af 
the  court  martial  not  a  single  Executive' 
officer  was  examined.  All  the  witnesses  1 
called  were  subordinate  Warrant  offi- 
cers, and  he  was  convinced  that  some 
day  the  whole  truth  of  tho  matter  would 
come  out.  He  believed  that  his  un- 
fortunate relative  was  the  victim  of  a 
couspiracy,  and  that  it  was  a  conspiracy! 
in  which  the  witnesses  were  obliged  ta 
take  the  course  they  did,  and  to  make' 
the  statements  they  did,  to  save  thorn- 
selves  from  tho  punishment  they  really 
deserved.  Ho  considered  that  this  un- 
fortunate officer  was  sacrificed  to  over- 
weening confidence  in  the  second  in 
command  of  the  Clyife.  Ho  trusted  thai 
officer  in  every  way,  and  tliea  tha 
officer  had  turned  round  upon  himj 
There  was  one  other  point  he  would 
like  to  submit  to  the  Committee.  Afte 
the  cuurt  martial  had  dismissed  thg 
Commander  of  the  Clyde  from  tho  Ser^ 
vice,  tho  second  in  command  was  triedj 
and  though  the  Commander  of  the  Clyii 
was  subpoenaed  as  a  witness,  the  cour| 
absolutely  refused  to  receive  him  as 
witness,  although  he  had  been  the  ComJ 
mander  of  the  ship,  and  there  worfl 
many  things  stated  at  the  inquiry  wbiel 
he  had  no  opportunity  of  refuting  bo* 
cause  ho  was  not  represented,  and  liia 
evidence  could  not  bo  given.  That  ia 
itself,  he  thought,  was  a  very  aeriouij 
matter;  but,  however  that  might  be 
the  case  he  now  brought  before  thfl 
Committee  was  simply  that  the  constitU'4 
tion  of  the  court  being  illegal  its  deci-j 
sion  was  of  no  value,  and  went  for  U'li 
thing.  He  firmly  believed  that  the  dc 
cisiou  was  illegal,  for  these  two  officer 
ought  to  have  sat  upon  the  court  mux 
tial,  and  ho  was  quite  sure  there  wer 
many  officers  in  the  Navy  who  were  i 
the  same  opinion.  Every  officer  ho  liad 
spoken  to  took  the  same  view,  and  oai 
of  them  who  had  been  and  still  was  on< 
of  the  greatest  friends  of  Commaudut 
Heron  was  General  Gordon,  who  w« 
now  at  Khartoum,  and  had  accepted  hid 
services  on  his  intended  journey  to  U>4 
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Congo.  General  Gordon  was  the  lenat 
likoiy  man  in  the  world  to  accept  the 
services  of  a  man  who  he  thought  had 
been  guilty  of  the  crimes  alleged  against 
Commander  Heron.  He  was  deprived 
of  every  opportunity  of  vindicating  his 
character  before  this  court,  and  holding 
that  the  constitution  of  the  court  was 
illegal,  he  felt  that  ho  ought  to  leave  no 
etono  unturned  on  behalf  of  this  un- 
fortunate officer  in  order  to  replace  him 
in  his  former  position;  and  he  main- 
tained that  if  the  constitution  of  the 
court  was  illegal  the  decision  at  which 
it  arrived  must  be  quashed.  He  sym- 
pathized much  with  the  position  in 
which  this  gentleman  was  placed,  bo- 
cause,  whatever  the  decision  of  the  court 
martial  might  have  been,  hp  was  satis- 
fied that  he  had  never  done  anything  iu 
his  life  to  discredit  himself,  or  that  would 
raise  a  blush  on  the  face  of  any  of  his 
friends. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £10,160,  bo 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Exponao 
of  ^(urtial  Law,  &c.  which  will  como  in  course 
of  pnymeut  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st 
dAy  of  March  1885." — [Captain  Matwrl/Senn.) 

SiH  JOHN  HAY  said,  his  recollection 
of  what  had  occurred  last  year  entirely 
confirmed  what  had  fallen  from  his  hon. 
and  gallant  Friend  opposite.  On  that 
occasion  the  intention  of  the  House  was, 
no  doubt,  that  the  whole  of  the  points 
raised  in  the  debate  should  bo  referred 
to  the  Law  OflScers  of  the  Crown.  He 
himself  was  present  on  the  occasion,  and 
remembered  that  he  had  asked  the  Prime 
Minister  that  very  question,  and  the 
answer  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
that  his  hon.  and  learned  Friends  had 
had  the  advantage  of  hearing  the  whole 
of  the  debate  and  that  all  the  points 
raised  would  bo  referred  to  the  Law 
Officers  of  the  Crown.  It  was,  therefore, 
with  considerable  surprise  that  he  found 
that  only  one  point  had  been  referred  to 
the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  for  in- 
quiry, that  point  being,  in  his  (Sir  John 
Hay's)  opinion,  of  not  much  value.  The 
composition  of  the  court  martial  was,  no 
doubt,  satisfactory ;  but  tbe  evidence 
brought  before  it  had  been  recognized 
by  many  as  evidence  which  ought  not  to 
have  been  relied  upon  ;  and  although  he 
understood  the  Law  Olticers  of  the  Crown 
to  say  that  there  was  sufficient  endence 
to  justify  the  finding  of  the  court  martial 
irrospectivo  of  the  evid«nce  supposed  to 
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1)0  tainted,  yet  the  Committee  would  per- 
ceive how  much  the  mind  of  the  Court 
would  at  the  time  have  been  inQuenced 
by  tho  evidence  which  would  be  pre- 
sented to  it,  although  it  was  found  after- 
wards that  the  evidence  was  such  that  it 
ought  not  to  have  been  received.  A 
court  composed  of  men  not  of  legal  mind, 
but  of  honourable  gentlemen  only,  hav- 
ing before  them  evidence  which  at  the 
time  was  not  properly  estimated  at  its 
true  value,  would  naturally  be  influenced 
in  its  decision  by  that  evidence  ;  and  al- 
though it  might  be  true  that  some  sub- 
ordinate points  were  not  affected  by  the 
character  of  that  evidence,  yet  it  must 
be  remembered  that  the  charges  most 
detrimental  to  the  character  of  this  officer 
were  the  charges  which  were  not  proved. 
He  was  bound  to  say — it  was  his  duty 
to  say — that  Commander  Heron  had 
served  with  him  during  five  years,  and 
that  he  knew  him  to  be  an  officer  of  high 
character,  in  view  of  which  circumstance 
it  did  seem  to  him  that  his  case  was  of 
the  hardest.  That  officer  had  served 
with  the  highest  character  until  he  was 
45  years  of  age,  originally  in  the  Red 
Sea,  and  there  he  was  placed  in  relation 
with  General  Gordon.  He  held  in  his 
hand  a  letter  from  that  distinguished 
man  to  Commander  Heron,  from  which 
it  appeared  that  he  had  selected  him 
to  accompany  him  to  the  Congo,  which 
arrangement  would  have  been  carried 
out  had  not  General  Goitlon  been  sent 
on  his  present  mission  to  the  Soudan. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  so  distinguished 
an  officer  as  Commander  Heron,  whose 
character  when  he  came  home  from  the 
Ued  Sea  so  highly  commended  itself  to 
General  Gordon,  was  not  the  man  of 
whom  it  ought  to  be  supposed  that  he 
would  commit  an  act  which  he  must 
have  known  would  ruin  his  name  and 
fortune.  He  contended  that  the  cha- 
racterof  this  officer  ought  notto  be  ruined 
entirely  for  a  comparatively  trifling 
mistake.  Commander  Heron  was  sent 
down  to  the  Clyde,  a  vessel  fitted  up  as  a 
dancing  saloon,  with  gas  pipes  and  other 
appurtenances,  and  with  a  gunner  ia 
charge.  Commander  Heron  was  not 
expected  to  superintend  tho  dances, 
which  he  bolievyd  was  tho  work  of 
sergeants  and  of  this  gunner,  who  had 
been  sentenced  to  dismissal  from  the 
Service  with  disgrace.  Commander 
Heron,  who  had  been  aU  his  life  on 
active  service,  had  so  far  distinguished 
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himself  that  when  he  returned  from  the 
Eed  Sea  he  was  offered  promotion  to  the 
rank  of  retired  captain,  although'he  pre- 
ferred service  inaloworrankwhich would 
affored  him  occupation,  lie  (Sir  Johu 
Hay)  acknowledged  that  ho  had  not 
sufficiently  attended  to  tho  duties  which 
he  was  appointed  fo  discharge  on  board 
the  Clyde,  and  that  he  thought  certainly 
deserved  some  punishment ;  but  tho 
amount  of  punishment  in  such  cases 
should,  in  his  opinion,  be  proportioned 
to  the  offence.  It  was  perfectly  clear 
that  tho  House  of  Commons  had  a  right 
to  see  that  the  Act  by  which  courts  martial 
•wore  appointed  was  correctly  carried  out, 
and  it  was,  therefore,  their  province  to 
inquire  into  the  sentences  of  courts 
martial.  Now,  who  were  the  officers  to 
bo  excused  from  sitting  on  courtsmartial  ? 
There  was  a  special  clause  in  the  Act  of 
Parliament  by  which  Admiral  Superin- 
tendents were  so  excused.  He  had  served 
on  many  courts  martial,  and  knew  per- 
fectly well  how  the  Act  was  to  bo  in- 
terpreted ;  it  provided  that  every  officer 
should  appear  on  board  the  llagship  who 
was  within  sight  of  flag  or  sound  of  gun. 
It  was  decided  by  Captain  Codringtou's 
superiors  that  hia  services  were  of  more 
value  in  another  capacity.  That  officer 
had  business  to  attend  to  in  Portsmouth 
Harbour ;  the  court  martial  was  held  on 
throe  successive  days ;  he  was  present 
at  Portsmouth  and  was  cognizant  of  the 
fact  that  a  court  martial  was  being  held  ; 
but  as  he  had  pointed  out,  through  no 
fault  of  bis  own,  he  did  not  attend.  But 
then  there  was  the  captain  of  the  Vrrtion. 
He  had,  it  was  true,  applied  for  leave 
of  absence,  but  he  had  not  availed  him- 
self of  it,  and  it  was  his  duty  to  have 
attended  on  board  the  flagship  on  which 
the  court  was  held,  and  to  have  answered 
to  his  name  when  called  upon.  The  re- 
sult of  the  absence  of  these  two  officers 
was,  that  Commander  Heron  instead  of 
being  tried  by  a  court  composed  of  an 
admiral  and  six  captains  was  tried  by 
a  court  composed  only  of  an  admiral 
and  four  captains.  A  court  of  six  was 
undoubtedly  of  more  value  than  a  court 
consisting  of  five  oflicers  only.  He  knew 
not  whether  this  court  martialof  five  was 
or  was  not  unanimous,  because  the  mem- 
bers of  the  court  were  bound  not  to  re- 
veal what  took  place  beyond  the  room 
in  which  the  court  was  held ;  so  much 
so,  indeed,  that  a  gallant  friend  of  his, 
overjoyed  at  tho  fact  that  the  character 
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of  a  fellow-officer  had  been  cleared,  hav- 
ing told  him,  when  he  returned  his  sword, 
that  he  had  been  unanimously  acquitted, 
was  justly  reprimanded  for  breaking  the 
rules.     But  he  would  say  that  a  court  of  I 
six  would  have  had  more  stability,  and  I 
its  decision  carried  more  weight,  etjio- 
cially  as  tho  Act  of  Parliament  said  that ' 
a  court  martial  should  consist  of  nine 
officers,  and  that  it  was  only  when  that 
number  could  not  be  obtained,  that  it 
might  consist   of  less.     It  appeared  to 
liini  that  the  court  in  question  was  ille- 
gally constituted  ;  and,  that  being  so,  it 
was  a  point  which  that  House  and  the 
Committee  had  a  fair  right  to  consider. 
Well,  then,  they  had  the  fact  that  tho 
court  was  illegally  constituted ;  that  the 
officer  tried  was  a  man   of  high   rha-" 
racter  up  to  the  time  at  which  he  joined  I 
the   Clydf ;  that  ho  joined   that  vessel  | 
when  his  health  was  unequal  to  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties.   No  doubt,  it  would 
have  been  bettor  had  he  acted  on  the 
proposal  of  the  Admiralty  to  retire  wheal 
he  came  home,  iu  which  ease  he  woulill 
have  been  in  the  enjoyment  of  retired] 
pay,  instead  of  having  lost  the  reward  I 
of  his  services  and  the  high  character! 
he  had   gained.      But,   in  view   of  the 
facts  be  had  set  forth,  it  seemed  to  him 
that  the  Admiralty  were  bound  to  givaJ 
Commander  Heron  a  new  trial,  or  at] 
least  that  they  should  not  insist  upoa 
the  carrying  out  of  a  sentence  of  this 
severity  which  was  not  usually  passed] 
on  officers  of  rank  and  good  character  J 
unless  they  had  committed  themselveal 
in   a  manner   which  was  certainly  noti 
attributed  to  Commander  Heron.    If  hia 
hou.  and  gallant  Friend  would  allow  it,^ 
he  would  prefer  to  take  the  sense  of  the 
Committee  on  the  words  he  had  himself 
placed  upon  the  Paper ;  but  in  any  case 
he  would  appeal  to  the  Admiralty  not  to  j 
treat  with  such  exireme  rigour  an  officerl 
of  distinction  for  the  first  offence,  and  ha] 
appealed  to  the  Committee  to  join  bin 
in  insisting  that  a  further  trial  should 
take  place  in   consequence  of  the    fa 
that  the  court  martial  which  tried  Com-' 
mander  Heron   was   not  constituted  in 
accordance  with  the  Act  of  Parliament. 
TuE    SOLICITOR    GENERAL  (Si 
FAHitKR    Her.sciieli.}    Said,    it  was,  of 
course,   impossible    not   to    sympathize 
with  the  interest  felt  in  this  case  by  hia 
hon.  and  gallant  Friend  (Captain  Max< 
well-Heron)  and  by  the  right  hou.  audj 
gallant    Admiral    opposite,  who    wert 
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rolativos  of  tho  officer  concerned  in  tho 
Knding  of  the  Clyde  court  martial ;  but 
It  appeared  to  him,  nevertheless,  that  it 
Fwould  be  wrong  if  the  Committee  ■wore 
to  allow  that  feeling  to  induoo  them  to 
say  that  officers   or    seamen    tried    by 
court  martial  had  any  such  claim  as  that 
['the  House  of  Commons  was   a  proper 
?ourt  of  Appeal  in    such    oases.     His 
'bon.  and  gallant  Friend  said  that  was 
tho  only  Court  of  Appeal  open  to  them  ; 
ibut    he  could  conceive    nothing  worse 
than  a  tribunal  of  that  House  dealing 
"rith  cases  from  courts   martiid ;  there 
ras  no  tribunal  more  unfit  to  deal  with 
appeal  of  th.at   kind  from   a  court 
Bonsisliug  of  honourable    and  upright 
aen  who  had  heard  tho  whole  evidence 
Mid  como  to  a  conclusion  honestly  and 
ipnitially  on    the   facts.     How   could 
10  House  sit  as  a  Court  of  Appeal  in  a 
Ecase  like  this  ?     Hon.  Members  would 
,  recollect  that  last  year  it  was  suggested 
in  that  House  that  Commander  Heron 
had   been    convicted    on    the    evidence 
of  tainted  witnesses  unsupported  by  any 
t corroborative   evidence,    and    that    the 
juostion  whether  there  had   been   any 
Drroborative    evidence  had    not    been 
jetore  conMdered,  and  that  there  was  a 
Jetrong  presumption  that  he  had   been 
|jm properly  convicted.      That    was    tho 
case  put  before  the  House  last  year,  and 
the  Prirao  Minister  then  said  he  would 
Iny    the    matter    before    the    Attorney 
lOeneral     and     himself    (the     Solicitor 
Jeneral),  in  order  that  they  might  ex- 
iraine  the  evidence    taken    before   the 
iurt  martial,   and   say  whether  there 
ras  anything   in    that  evidence  which 
Krould  justify  any  Constitutional  inter- 
ference in  the  case,  or  justifj-  au3-  other 
course   being  taken.     Accordingly,  his 
.hon.  and  learned  Friend  and  he  devoted 
themselves  to  the  task,  which  was  no 
iight  one,  for  they  had  to    read  over 
lany  hundred  pages  of  evidence  given 
Before   the    court    martial,     and    they 
ifcterminod  to  exereise  a  perfectly  im- 
'"partial  judgment  on  it.     They  entered 
upon   their    task    with    an    inclination 
I  rigidly  to  scrutinize  everything  that  had 
occurred  before  the  court  martial,  and 
irith  every  disposition  of  sympathy  for 
lis  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  who  had 
brought  the  matter  before  the  House ; 
they  read    the    whole  of  the  evidence 
independently,  and  by  agreement  they 
exchanged  their  views  by  letter,  so  that 
each  might  record  Lie    views  without 


knowing  the  conclusion  at  which  tho 
other  had  arrived.  Having  done  so,  the 
conclusion  arrived  at  was  that  the 
evidence  laid  before  the  court  martial 
was  such  OS  to  justify  the  finding  of  that 
court  martial ;  that  there  was  ample 
evidence  without  the  tainted  evidence  to 
justify  tho  decision  at  which  they  had 
arrived  ;  and  ho  did  not  think  that  the 
court  martial  coidd  have  como  to  any 
other  oonclusion.  How,  then,  could  that 
House  deal  with  the  question  ?  Unless 
they  were  prepared  to  go  through  the 
whole  of  the  evidence  given,  how  could 
they  sit  in  judgment  on  the  conclusion 
at  which  the  court  martial  had  arrived  ? 
He  had  read  through  the  whole  of  the 
evidence,  and  he  could  not  help  saying 
that  he  had  never  perused  the  proceed- 
ings of  a  Court  of  Justice  which  showed 
more  scrupulous  propriety  than  the 
proceedings  before  this  court  martial ; 
and  he  was  bound  to  snythat  it  reflected 
tho  highest  credit  upon  the  persoa 
whose  duty  it  was  to  advise  the  Court. 
Throughout  the  whole  case  not  a  single 
question  was  put  that  there  was  any 
doubt  about ;  every  question  objected  to 
in  any  way  was  withdrawn  and  another 
course  adopted  ;  in  short,  he  had  never 
known  in  any  Court  of  Justice  a  case 
tried  with  more  care.  Of  course,  he  did 
not  want  to  enter  on  the  circumstances 
brought  before  the  court  martial — it 
would  be  imnecessary'to  do  so — but  ho 
must  demur  to  the  statement  of  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  oppo- 
site that  they  were  trivial  matters. 
They  were  seriuus  matters  proved  by 
evidence  beyond  oil  possibility  of  ques- 
tion, and  with  regard  to  which  it  would 
have  been  impossible  to  arrive  at  any 
other  conclusion  than  that  at  which  the 
court  martial  had  arrived.  With  re- 
gard to  what  had  been  said  in  pallia- 
tion of  Commander  Heron's  conduct,  he 
knew  that  the  officers  who  tried  him 
gave  every  consideration  to  his  good 
character  and  distinguished  services; 
yet  they  were  bound  to  act  also  with 
regard  to  tho  evidence,  and  it  was  im- 
possible for  them  to  allow  any  feeling  of 
sympathy  for  the  individual  or  his  past 
services  to  cause  them  to  arrive  at  a 
conclusion  not  warranted  by  tlio  facts  of 
tho  case.  Ho  said  that,  so  far  as  his 
hon,  and  learned  Friend  and  himself 
had  been  able  to  judge,  no  injustice  had 
been  done  in  this  case ;  and  when  his 
hun.  and  gallant  Frieud  spoke  of  the 
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case  as  havLni;;  been  exceptionally  dealt 
with,  he  could  assure  him  that  it  had 
been  dealt  with  with  the  sole  object  of 
findiug  out  the  truth.  Now,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  constitution  of  the  court 
martini,  his  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  opposite  Iiad  raised  what  was 
purely  a  teihnical  question,  His  words 
were  to  the  efl'ect  that  he  was  satisGed 
with  the  honour,  ability,  and  integrity' 
of  the  officers  who  constituted  the  court 
martial. 

Sm  JOHN  HAY:  I  said  that  the 
Commander  of  the  Clyde  was  satisiled 
with  that. 

TuE  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  (Sir 
Farrer  HEUsonELL) :  Then,  the  Com- 
mander of  the  Clydt  was  satisfied  that 
these  officers  were  men  by  whom  he  was 
willing  to  bo  tried.  That  being  so, 
the  judgment  they  arrived  at  could  not 
be  complained  of,  even  if,  as  the  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Admiral  said,  the 
tribunal  ought  to  have  included  two 
captains  more.  [Sir  Joiix  Hay  :  Hoar, 
hear !  ]  That,  he  said,  was  a  purely 
technical  question.  There  could  be  no 
doubt  that,  in  former  times,  there  were 
occasions  in  connection  with  which  ques- 
tions were  raised,  subsequently,  as  to 
the  constitution  of  courts  martial,  where 
persons  who  had  been  summoned  did 
not  attend  ;  but  in  order  to  prevent  in- 
valid proceedings  by  court  martial,  on 
this  ground,  the  Legislature  had  inter- 
vened and  pa8.sed  an  enactment,  which 
he  would  shortly  refer  to.  He  admitted 
that  the  Statute  provided  that  all  officers 
within  call  should  be  present  on  board 
the  flagship ;  but  he  was  not  prepared 
to  admit  that  this  applied  to  an  officer 
who  had  obtained  leave  of  absence, 
which  was  running  at  the  time  when  the 
court  martial  was  summoned,  or  that  ho 
was  bound  to  attend,  without  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  summon  him  to  do  so.  There 
was  nothing  in  the  Statute  which,  accord- 
ing to  his  judgmeut,  bound  an  officer  so 
placed  to  attend.  That,  he  thought, 
disposed  of  the  case  of  the  captain  of 
the  Vernon.  The  other  case  was  that  of 
Captain  Codrington.  That  officer  was 
conducting  some  inipoi-tant  experiments 
at  a  distance  from  the  port.  There  was 
nothing  more  to  say  with  regard  to  his 
case ;  and  he  was  not  prepared  to  admit 
that,  these  two  officers  being  absent  for 
the  reasons  stated,  the  court  martial 
was,  upon  that  ground,  improperly  con- 
stituted.     But  the  Enactment  of  1866 
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disposed  of  the  technical  point  alto- 
gether, for  it  distinctly  laid  down  that 
any  objection  to  the  constitution  of  a 
court  martial  must  be  raised  before  tho 
trial,  and  uot  afterwai-ds.  That  pro- 
vision was  pas.sed  by  tho  Legislature  to 
prevent  technical  objections  being  after- 
wards taken  to  the  proceedings  of  courts 
martial.  If  a  particular  officer  hap- 
pened to  have  friends  in  that  House  who 
were  interested  in  his  case,  and  could  roly 
upon  it  being  re-opened  by  them  on  every 
occasion,  it  was  obviously  impossible 
that  any  decision  could  be  arrived  at  by 
a  court  martial  which  would  be  final ; 
and,  therefore,  ho  met  the  technical  ob- 
jection of  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Admiral  by  saying  that  objection  to  the 
constitution  of  the  court  must  be  taken 
before,  and  not  after,  the  trial.  The 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  asked 
them  to  say  that  in  this  particular  case, 
in  the  face  of  the  evidence  given,  the 
finding  of  the  court  martial  should  bo 
set  aside.  But  would  it  be  right,  would 
it  bo  Constitutional  or  fit,  upon  the 
grounds  stated  by  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Admiral,  that  that  should  bo 
done  ?  He  was  sure  that  nothing  would 
be  more  properly  made  tho  subject  of 
adverse  comment  than  such  a  course  of 
action.  Of  course,  they  could  sympa- 
thize with  the  relatives  of  a  man  who 
had  sustained  a  great  misfortune ;  but 
their  sjmpathy  ought  not  to  allow  them 
to  deal  with  this  question  in  the  excep- 
tional and  dangerous  manner  suggested 
by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
(Captain  Maxwell-Heron).  It  was  im- 
possible they  could  set  a  precedent  in 
this  ease ;  indeed,  it  would  be  a  prece- 
dent of  very  evil  omen  if  they  were  to 
deal  exceptionally  with  this  case,  simply 
because  the  officer  atlected  happened  to 
have  friends  who  could  bring  his  case 
foward  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

Cai-tain  MAXWELL-HERON  said, 
it  was,  no  doubt,  laid  down  that  tho 
constitution  of  the  court  should  not  be 
afterwards  impeached  ;  but  thot  did  not 
mean  by  anybody  but  by  the  prisoner. 
Certainly,  the  prisonerj  was  the  person 
referred  to  in  that  clause  of  the  Act ; 
but  how  could  the  prisoner  in  this  case 
po3.sibly  know  that  the  court  wn^  not 
properly  constituted  ?  The  prisoner 
knew  that  tho  names  of  the  two  oflicors 
referred  to  were  read  over,  and  that  it 
was  stated  that  the  officers  were  absent 
on  leave.    If  they  were  both  absent  on 
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leave,  he  (Captain  Maxwell-Heron)  had 
nothing  more  to  say ;  but  they  wore  not 
absent  on  leave.  One  was  on  duty  on 
board  the  tender,  and  the  tender  of  the 
ship  must  have  left  the  harbour  that 
morning.  There  could  be  no  doubt 
nf  that.  TLe  second  officer  had  applied 
to  have  his  leave  cancelled.  [*'  No, 
no  !  "]  He  (Captain  Maxwell-Heron) 
understood,  from  an  Admiralty  Minute, 
that  the  officer  had  applied  to  have  his 
leave  cancelled.  Ho  saw  it  in  writing, 
and  it  came  from  the  Admiralty.  The 
fact,  however,  remained  that  Captain 
Gordon  was  on  board  his  ship,  and,  if 
that  were  so,  he  could  not  leave  on  leave  ; 
he  could  not  bo  absent  on  leave  and  be 
present  on  his  ship,  and  that  was  an 
argument  he  (Captain  Maxwell- Heron) 
had  used  all  along.  He  had  said  that 
the  Commander  of  the  Clj/de  could  not 
challenge  the  constitution  of  the  court — 
it  was  so  laid  down  by  law — but  he  sub- 
mitted that  any  Member  of  Parliament 
could  do  so  if  he  thought  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  court  was  illegal.  He  thought 
this  would  have  been  a  fair  opportunity 
for  the  Admiralty  to  have  given  this 
officer  of  32  years'  standing,  witli  five 
medals  and  theOrderof  the  Mejidie,  men- 
tioned in  the  despatches  from  the  Black 
Sea,  a  chance,  at  all  events,  for  ho  was 
quite  certain  that  if  the  case  were  tried 
over  again  by  the  light  of  the  evidence 
'  they  had  now,  there  might  be  a  very 
different  result  arrived  at.  He  admitted 
now,  as  he  did  last  year,  that  they  were 
very  unfortunate  in  the  defence  that  they 
could  bring  up.  The  counsel  for  the 
defence,  a  very  able  man,  told  him,  after 
the  evidence  was  given — and  one  of  the 
witnesses  distiuttly  perjured  himself, 
for  he  was  convicted  of  the  very  thing 
he  swore  he  did  not  do — that  it  was  his 
belief  that  had  the  case  been  tried  before 
a  Judge  and  jury  the  verdict  would  have 
been  very  diU'erent.  He  (Captain  Max- 
well-Heron) agreed  with  the  Solicitor 
General  (Sir  Farrer  Hersohell)  that  the 
prisoner  could  not  impeach  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  court  after  the  decision  ;  but 
that  law  only  applied  to  the  prisoner, 
and  not  to  anj'body  else.  The  Act  of 
Parliament  did  not  lay  down  that  he 
(Captain  Maxwell-Heron),  or  any  other 
Member  of  Parliament,  should  not  do 
it.  He  maintained  that  it  was  impos- 
sible for  the  Commander  of  the  Clydt  to 
know  that  the  two  officers,  Gordon  and 
Codrington,  ought  to  have  been  in  the 


court,  because  he  was  then  a  prisoner  on 
board  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  and  had 
been  so  for  some  days. 

Mr.  WAETON  said,  all  those  who 
had  any  recollection  of  the  debate  which 
took  place  last  year  on  this  subject  must 
remember  how  deeply  impressed  the 
House  was  with  the  very  able  and  feel- 
ing manner  in  which  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  (Captain  Maxwell- 
Heron)  brought  forward  his  case.  No- 
thing could  exceed  the  good  taste  and 
judgment  displayed  by  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  in  the  impressive  re- 
marks he,  on  that  occasion,  addressed  to 
the  House.  For  a  long  time  the  House 
was  put  off  with  the  usual  cold-blooded 
official  answer,  and  the  sneer  that  if  the 
gallant  officer  had  not  relatives  in  the 
House  his  case  would  not  have  been 
brought  before  Parliament.  It  was  not 
until  the  Prime  Minister  came  in  and, 
gathering  up  what  had  taken  place,  found 
that  the  cold-blooded  officialism  would 
not  do,  that  anything  like  a  satisfactory 
solution  was  arrived  at.  The  Prime 
Minister,  who  was  wonderfully  smart  in 
gauging  the  sense  and  feeling  of  the 
House,  saw  in  a  moment  that  the  matter 
must  bo  treated  in  a  conciliatory  spirit. 
As  there  was,  according  to  the  present 
miserable  system,  no  Court  of  Appeal 
to  which  parties  might  take  a  decision 
of  a  court  martial,  the  Prime  Minister, 
with  his  high  sense  of  justice  and 
honour,  promised  that  all  the  points 
which  had  been  raised  by  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  (Captain  Maxwell- 
Heron)  should  be  referred  to  the  Law 
Officers  of  the  Crown.  It  appeared  to 
him  (Mr.  Warton),  however,  after  lis- 
tening with  care  and  attention  to  the 
able  statement  of  tlie  Solicitor  General, 
that  all  the  points  had  not  been  bo  re- 
ferred. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENEEAL  (Sir 
F.tRREH  Hebsohkll)  begged  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman's  pardon.  He 
was  present  during  the  whole  of  the  de- 
bate last  year ;  ho  read  the  whole  of 
evidence,  and  every  point  which  was 
then  raised  had  been  considered  by  the 
Law  Officers. 

Mr.  WARTON  said,  the  point  to 
which  he  particularly  referred  was  the 
eon.stitution  of  the  court.  Although  the 
hon.  and  learned  Solicitor  General 
argued  the  case  with  regard  to  the  im- 
peachment of  the  constitution  of  a  court 
martial,  he  did  not  say    in  bo   many 
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•words  that  tlie  point  was  referred  to  the 
Law  OfiBcers  of  the  Orown.  Ho  (Mr. 
Warton)  was  justified,  therefoi-e,  in  snj'- 
ing  that  the  pledge  given  by  the  Prime 
Minister  had  not  been  kept,  and  thnt 
instead  of  all  the  points  raised  by  the 
Lon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  (Captain 
Mnxwell-Heron')  being  referred  to  the 
Law  Officers,  only  one  point  was  so  re- 
ferred, and  that  was  the  question  of  the 
Buflieiency  of  evidence  given  before  the 
court  martial. 

The  SOLICITOE  GENERAL  (8ir 
Farrer  Hersohell)  said,  ho  was  bound 
to  correct  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Bridport  (Mr. 
Warton).  In  the  first  instance,  it  was 
not  understood  that  the  question  of  the 
constitution  of  the  court  was  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Law  Officers ;  but  as  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Admiral  the 
Member  for  Wigton  (Sir  John  Hay)  con- 
Bidered  that  that  point  ought  to  have 
been  referred,  the  Admiralty  brought 
the  point  before  the  Law  Officers. 

Mr.  warton  said,  he  was  perfectly 
right  so  far  that,  in  the  first  place,  the 
pledge  given  by  the  Prime  Minister  was 
not  kept.  Until  the  Solicitor  General 
rose  for  the  last  and  third  time  that 
night,  nothing  had  been  said  to  show 
that  the  question  of  the  constitution  of 
the  court  had  been  referred  to  the  Law 
Officers,  and  it  was  only  when  they  were 
about  to  divide,  that  they  were  told  that 
something  took  place  between  the  right 
Lon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  (Sir  John 
Hay)  and  the  Admiralty,  and  that  then 
the  point  was  referred  to  the  Law  Offi- 
cers. He  thought  that  what  the  Prime 
Minister  meant  was,  that  there  should 
be  a  reference  of  all  the  queRtions  raised ; 
and,  therefore,  he  was  a  little  surprised 
that  the  Law  Officers  should  have  stood 
upon  any  technicality  of  the  Act  of  1866. 
Whatever  was  the  intention  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Orown  had  verj'  wide  liberty  given  to 
them,  so  that  they  were  hardly  justified 
in  standing  by  lechnicalities.  It  was 
rather  hard  for  this  unfortunate  officer, 
about  whose  services  they  had  heard  so 
much — who  seemed  to  have  been  so 
worthy  an  officer— thnt  the  House  did 
not  come  to  a  decision  last  year  in  re- 
spect to  these  wretched  charges  about 
pnint  pots  and  other  trivial  things.  It 
was  only  by  means  of  the  promise  given 
by  the  Prime  Minister  that  a  decision 
was  averted  lost  year ;    and  he  hoped 
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now,  that  more  light  liad  been  thrown 
on  the  case,  it  would  be  found,  as  sug- 
gested by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man (Captain  Maxwell-Heron),thfttmuch 
of  tlie  oorroborativo  evidence  was  sup- 
plied by  tainted  witnesses,  and  that  no 
reliance  was  to  be  placed  upon  it.  He 
(Mr.  Warton)  did  not  pretend  to  have 
read  all  the  evidence;  but  the  impression 
made  on  his  mind  by  the  debate  last 
year  was  that  the  Commander  of  the 
Clyde  was  very  unjustly  treated,  and 
that  the  witae;jses  brought  against  him 
were  tainted.  Though  the  Law  Officers 
of  the  Crown  were  of  opinion  that  there 
was  corroborative  evidence,  it  was  quite 
possible,  when  all  the  ramifications  of  the 
conspiracy  had  been  discovered,  that  a 
new  inquiry  would  be  granted.  Ue 
hoped  that,  under  all  the  circumstances, 
the  Government  would  take  a  larger  and 
broader  view  of  the  case  than  they  had 
hitherto  done  ;  and  that,  considering  the 
long  service  of  the  officer,  the  trivial 
nature  of  the  charges  preferred  against 
him,  and  the  tainted  character  of  the  evi- 
dence, they  would  have  no  more  of  the 
cold-blooded  officialism  which  had  been 
displayed,  or  of  the  sneers  at  the  fact 
that  the  gallant  officer  had  relatives  in 
the  House. 

Sir  JOHN  HAY  asked  if  the  Com- 
mittee were  to  understand  that,  for  the 
future,  a  court  martial  in  a  Fleet,  or 
elsewhere  where  there  were  nine  offi- 
cers, would  be  legally  constituted  if  the 
admiral,  or  other  persons  summoning 
the  court,  chose  to  constitute  the  court 
of  live  or  seven,  or  any  smaller  number 
than  nine?  He  had  certainly  understood 
the  Solicitor  General  (Sir  Farrer  Hor- 
Bchell)  to  say  that  it  was  competent  for 
the  court  to  bo  composed  of  any  smaller 
number  than  nine.  Although  the  Act 
of  Parliament  said  that  nine  officers 
should  constitute  tho  court,  and  although 
the  Admiralty  themselves  understood 
that  that  was  so,  because  in  the  Bill  ol 
last  year,  which  they  failed  to  pass, 
there  was  a  clause  altering  the  present 
law  on  the  subject,  was  the  Navy  to  un- 
derstand that  for  the  future  an  admiral 
or  any  other  officer  holding  a  court  mar- 
tial, might,  if  he  pleased,  select  a  num- 
ber of  officers  inferior  to  nine?  It  had 
always  been  understood  that  the  officers 
to  compose  a  court  martial  should  be 
appointed  according  to  their  seniority. 
It  was,  therefore,  important  to  know 
whether  it  was  possible  that  a  court 
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martial  could  be  pacVed ;  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  court  need  not  be  the  nine 
senior  officers  present  in  the  Fleet  or  on 
the  Station  ?  He  hoped  they  would  hear 
from  the  Solicitor  General  whether  the 
Admiral  or  the  officer  authorized  to  sum- 
mon a  court  martial  might  select  a  num- 
ber inferior  to  the  number  which  was 
intended  by  the  Act  of  Parliament,  and 
might  choose  them  without  reference  to 
their  seniority,  as  was  done  in  the  case 
under  consideration  ? 

The  solicitor  QENEEAL  (Sir 
Farueh  Herscuell)  said,  he  had  not 
suggested  anything  of  the  kind.  The 
Act  provided  that  a  court  martial  should 
not  consist  of  less  than  five,  or  more 
than  nine. 

Sill  JOHN  HAY  begged  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman's  pardon.  The 
words  "  if  they  be  present "  were  signi- 
ficant. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  (Sir 
Fahher  Herschell)  said,  that  was  an- 
other point ;  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  was  referring  to  another  pro- 
vision. The  number  of  officers  who  were 
to  compose  the  court  martial  was  not 
definitely  fixed  ;  the  Act  merely  provided 
there  should  not  bo  more  than  nine, 
or  less  than  five. 

Sir  JOHN  HAT  said,  he  was  sorry 
to  have  to  plodge  his  opinion  against 
that  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  ; 
but  everj'  nnval  officer's  reading  of  the 
Act  was  that,  if  there  were  nine  officers 
present,  the  court  martial  should  consist 
of  nine.  It  was  understood  that  the 
admiral  had  no  power  to  make  the 
number  smaller. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENER.\L  (Sir 
Farrer  Herschell)  said,  he  did  not 
want  to  disagree  with  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Admiral ;  but  it  was  competent 
for  the  President  of  the  court  to  give 
leave  of  absence  to  an  officer  who  had 
been  summoned,  and  there  was  nothing 
in  the  Act  providing  that  the  court 
should  consist  of  nine  officers. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  dtridtd  :  —  Ayes  21; 
Noes  51 :  Majority  30.  —  (Div.  List, 
No.  190.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  HEALY  asked  the  Secretary  to 
the  Admu-alty  (Mr.  Campbell-Banner- 
man)  if  he  could  give  the  Committee  a 
guarantee  that  there  would  be  any  sum 


taken  on  which  the  question  of  the 
nssifctance  given  by  the  Navy  to  Mr. 
Tuke  could  be  raised  ? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNERMAN 
stated  that  emigration  had  nothing  to 
do  with  Martial  Law.  The  Vote  for 
Pay  was  the  one  on  which  the  question 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  could 
be  raised. 

Ma.  KENNY  said,  he  should  liko  to 
ascertain  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Ad- 
miralty whether,  assuming  the  Vote 
were  to  be  passed  now,  there  would  be 
an  opportunity  on  some  future  day  to 
raise  the  question  of  the  manner  in 
which  some  of  Hor  Majesty's  ships  had 
been  utilized  for  the  purpose  of  assist- 
ing the  enterprize  of  certain  supposed 
humanitarians  ?  As  many  as  four  of 
Her  Majesty's  ships  had  been  used  for 
the  purpose  of  carryiug  away  emigrants, 
mostly  pauper  emigrants,  from  Con- 
naught.  H  they  consented  to  this  Vote, 
would  they  lose  their  opportunity  of  dis- 
cussing that  question  ?  So  far  as  he 
could  see  it  was  competent  for  them  to 
raise  the  question  on  almost  any  Vote. 

Ma.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNERMAN 
said,  the  Votes  for  Ships  and  Men  had 
boon  passed  in  Committee  and  on  Re- 
port, so  there  would  be  no  further  op- 
portunity that  he  could  see  on  these 
Estimates  of  raising  the  question  the 
hon.  Gentleman  desired  to  raise.  But, 
of  course,  it  was  rather  for  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  to  say  what  was 
in  Order  and  what  was  not. 

Mk.  HEALY^  said,  the  Committee 
could  not  accept  the  ruling  of  the  hon, 
Gentlt-man  (Mr.  Campbell-Bannerman). 
If  the  Vote  now  under  consideration  was 
passed,  he  (Mr.  Healy)  could  see  no  ob- 
jection to  raising  the  question  on  Vote 
U,  because  in  that  Vote  therewasan  item 
for  piloting  and  towing  Her  Majesty's 
ships. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(14.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  jEllfi.QOO,  bo 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Exponsa 
of  various  Miscellnneous  Services,  which  will 
oomo  ill  course  of  jKiymont  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31at  day  of  March  1885." 

Mr.  healy  said,  this  appeared  a 
very  proper  Vote  on  which  to  raise  the 
question  of  the  assistance  given  to  Mr. 
Tuke.  He  observed  there  was  a  sum  of 
£8,000  asked  for  for  piloting  and  towing 
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Her  Majesty's  ships,  and  he  wanted  to 
know  upon  what  principle  the  Govern- 
ment piloted  and  towed  the  famine  ships 
in  Black  Sod  Bay  for  the  purpose  of 
clearing  some  40,000  or  50,000  unfor- 
tunate Irish  people  off  to  Canada  ?  IIo 
'wished  to  know,  in  the  first  place,  why 
Her  Majesty's  officers  undertook  the 
duty  of  assisting  Mr.  Tuke  in  importing 
these  poor  unfortunate  people  from  their 
homes  ?  A  numhor  of  gentlemen,  who 
knew  nothing  whatever  about  Ireland, 

[  went  about  making  promises  to  the 
people  of  the  West,  many  of  whom  did 
not  understand  a  word  of  English — 
making  them  promises  of  remarkable 
situations  and  great  benefits  if  they 
would  emigrate  to  Canada  or  elsewhere  ; 
and  Her  Majesty's  Government  helped 
these  gentlemen,  at  whose  head  was 
Mr.  Tuke,  in  their  nefarious  business, 
to  the  tune  of  £46,000.  la  addition  to 
that  grant,  they  lent  Mr.  Tuke's  Com- 
mittee Her  Majesty's  ships,  in  which  the 
emigrants  were  taken  from  the  shore  to 
the  emigrant  ships,  from  which,  in  due 
course,  the  emigrants  wore  shot,  like  so 
much  rubbish,  on  the  Canadian  shore. 
On  whose  authority  were  the  ships  lent 
to  Mr.  Tuke ;  and  would  a  guarantee 
be  given  that  Her  Majesty's  ships 
would  not  be  again  usod  for  the  same 
purpose?  Unfoi-tunately,  Mr.  Tuke 
had  done  his  work,  and,  therefore,  there 
was  not  much  probability  of  the  Go- 
▼ernment  doing  any  more  mischief  by 
lending  their  ships  to  carry  away  Irish 
emigrants. 

Mb.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNERMAN 
eaid,  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  he  should 
think  it  was  extremely  unlikely  that 
anything  was  paid  for  piloting  and  tow- 

jing  Her  Majesty's  ships  on  the  West 

rOoast  of  Ireland. 

Mh.  HEALT  :  Then,  how  did  the 
ships  get  into  Black  Sod  Bay  ? 

Mu.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNERMAN. 
continuing,  said,  that  with  regard  to  the 
general  question,  ho  was  not  prepared 
to  enter  into  the  merits  of  Mr.  Tuke's 

■  enterprize,  because  he  was  not  otHcially 

'advised.  The  Admiralty  were  pressed 
to  give  this  small  assistance,  and  they 
did  so;  but  from  what  ho  could  under- 
stand, it  wa^  not  intended  to  make  a 
fui'ther  request  to  the  Admiralty. 

Mr,  KENNY  said,  he  did  not  know 
whether  the  question  aroso  hero ;  but 
there  was  a  sum  down  for  wars  against 
pirates  ? 

Mr-  Htalu 


The  chairman  :  There  is  no  item 
for  war,  and  the  question  is,  in  my 
opinion,  altogether  out  of  Order.  I  did 
not  stop  the  hon.  Member  for  Monaghan, 
because  it  seemed  to  me  that  he  was 
putting  a  simple  question,  requiring 
only  a  simple  answer.  It  is  clearly  out 
of  Order  to  raise  such  a  question  as 
emigration  on  a  Vote  for  Pilotage.  That 
refers  to  pilotoge  in  the  Suez  Canal, 
and  clearly  has  no  reference  to  Mr. Tuke's 
scheme. 

Mr.  HEALY  asked  if  he  could  raise 
the  question  on  Vote  14? 

TuE  CHAIRMAN:  Yes. 

Mr.  HEALY  pointed  out  that  this 
was  a  Vote  for  the  pilotage  of  Her 
Majesty's  ships  on  Foreign  and  Home 
stations,  and  said  Black  Sod  Bay  was  a 
Home  station  into  which  vessels  could 
not  get  without  pilotage.  He  challenged 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  say 
that  iron-clads  could  get  into  that  bay 
without  pilotage.  That  being  so,  ho 
failed  to  see  why  Black  Sod  Bay  did  not 
come  in  under  this  Vote  for  Pilotage ; 
and  he,  tliorefore,  submitted  that  he 
was  entitled  to  raise  this  point. 

TuE  CHAIRMAN  :  I  must  adhere  to 
my  opinion  that  it  would  be  out  of  Order 
to  raisH  a  question  like  emigration  upon 
a  Vote  for  the  Pilotage  of  Her  Majesty's 
ships,  and  for  towing  them  through  the 
Suez  Canal.  Such  a  discussion  would 
be  altogether  out  of  Order. 

Mu.  KENNY  rose  to  a  point  of  Order, 
and  observing  that  as  ho  understood 
these  ships  had  been  engaged  on  special 
ser»ice,  said,  there  was  item  of  £300, 
under  Sub-head  D,  for  gratuities  for 
special  services. 

TuE  CHAIRMAN :  No  part  of  this 
item  is  devoted  to  that  purpose. 

Mb.  KENNY,  said,  the  Committee 
were  not  aware  of  that,  and  he  should 
move  to  reduce  the  Vote  by  £300,  this 
mysterious  sum  for  gratuities  for  special 
services.  That  Motion,  he  apprehended, 
would  raise  the  question  of  the  alloca- 
tion of  this  Fund. 

The  CH.-MRMAN  :  I  have  no  desiro 
to  stop  any  discussion  that  is  at  all  regu- 
lar ;  but  I  could  not  allow  such  a  ques- 
tion as  gratuities  for  special  service  to 
be  discussed,  after  the  statement  of  the 
Minister  in  charge  that  no  portion  of  this 
money  would  be  applied  to  Mr.  Tuke's 
emigration  scheme. 

Mb.  KENNY  thought  it  would  then 
be  desirable  to  take  time  to  examine  tho 
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Appropriation  Account,  and  see  how  this 
sum  wuiild  bo  expended.  He  would  re- 
commend the  Government  to  postpone 
this  Vote,  in  order  that  Members  might 
satisfy  themselves  upon  this  matter,  and 
he  would  movo  that  Progress  be  re- 
ported. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  That 
the  Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again," — [Mr.  A'winy,) 
— put,  and  negatived. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Ma.  HEALY  mentioned  that  there 
was  an  item  of  £'1.500  for  allowances  for 
lodging  and  subsistence  for  officers  and 
crews  of  Her  Majesty's  ships  detained 
by  stress  of  weather  when  on  temporary 
or  special  services,  and  he  asked  the  Se- 
cretary to  the  Admiralty  to  state  what 
those  special  services  wore,  if  they  were 
not  connected  with  this  emigration 
scheme  ?  These  crews  wore  a  long  time 
occupied  upon  this  emigration  scheme, 
and  ho  wished  to  know  what  were  tho 
special  services  that  entitled  them  to  this 
£4,500,  or  what  the  total  cost  of  this 
emigration  was? 

ilR.  CAMPBELL-BANNEEMAN  re- 
plied, that  he  was  not  aware  that  there 
were  any  special  services  whatever.  The 
cruisers  employed  were  on  their  natural 
Station  on  the  West  Coast  of  Irehiud, 
and  that  the  allowances  for  officers  and 
men  wont  on  all  the  same,  whether  thoy 
were  engaged  iu  assisting  Mr.  Tuke's 
Society,  or  on  tho  ordinary  duties  of  their 
Station,  lie  did  not  believe  there  was 
any  special  expense  incurred.* 

Mr.  HARRINGTON  said,  that,  in 
any  case,  it  seemed  to  him  that  this  was 
a  particularly  large  item.  Had  the  hon. 
Gentleman  no  information  to  give  upon 
this  matter?  How  did  it  happen  that 
a  number  of  officers  ^nd  men  went  on 
shore,  and  were  detained  on  shore  so 
long  ?  Sailors  were  rather  fond  of  going 
on  shore  whenever  they  cuuld  get  an 
opportunity,  and  they  remained  as  long 
as  they  could  ;  but  that  was  quite  a  dif- 
ferent thing,  and  he  apprehended  that 
this  item  only  meant  charges  for  occa- 
sions when  they  had  been  detained  on 
shore  for  special  sen'ices.  "Were  the 
casualties  in  the  Service  so  numerous 
that  this  large  item  was  required  ?  He 
hoped  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  give 
such  general  lines  of  detail  as  would  in- 
dicate the  special  services  upon  which 
it  would  bo  likely  that  so  many  men 
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as  this  sum  would  pay  would  be  en- 
gaged. 

Mh.  ken XY  asked  whether  any  por- 
tion of  this  £4,500  had  been  devoted  to 
the  maintenance  of  Marines  iu  Dublin  ? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL-BAIS^NERMAN  re- 
plied  in  the  negative,  and  said,  this  was 
not  a  very  large  sum,  when  they  consi- 
dered that  the  ships  were  employed  in 
all  quarters  of  the  globe  on  different 
services,  and  on  various  Stations.  This 
item  was  based  upon  the  experience  of 
many  years  past.  The  same  sum  was 
taken  last  year,  and  he  thought  that 
would  go  to  show  that  there  was  nothing 
in  this  item  connected  with  Mr.  Tuke's 
or  any  other  Fund. 

Mr,  HARRINGTON  said,  he  was  not 
speaking  of  Mr.  Tuke's  Fund,  and  this 
item  bad  not  been  justified  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  observations.  When  expe- 
ditions were  sent  from  ships  abroad, 
tliey  were  supplied  with  provisions 
from  the  ships  for  a  three,  or  four,  or 
seven  days'  journey,  and,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  they  always  provided  themselves 
for  emergencies.  Therefore,  tho  number 
of  casualties  must  be  very  large  indeed 
if,  after  they  bad  been  fitted  out  from 
the  ships,  they  were  still  detained  so 
long  beyond  the  time  provided  for  that 
this  large  item  should  be  required  to 
defray  the  incidental  expenses. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNERMAN 
said,  ho  could  give  no  further  informa- 
tion, beyond  the  fact  that  this  item  was 
based  on  the  experience  of  past  years. 
It  was  found  that  for  the  ordinary  con- 
tingencies of  the  Service  an  amount  of 
this  kind  was  reqmred,  and,  therefore, 
this  sum  was  again  asked  for. 

Mr.  HEALY  asked  how  much  of  this 
was  for  the  Marines  ? 

Mb.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNERMAN 
replied,  that  ho  could  not  tell. 

Ma.  HE.'VLY  said,  he  would  assume 
that  something  was  paid  iu  regard  to 
the  Marines  in  Dublin  last  year,  and  he 
asked  how  many  Marines  were  detained 
in  Dublin  last  year  ? 

Mb.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNERMAN 
said,  they  were  not  included  in  this  sum. 
This  was  for  special  subsistence  allow- 
ances for  officers  and  crews  detained  on 
shore,  or  by  stress  of  weather,  or  tempo- 
rary or  special  services. 

Mb.  HEALY  asked  if  the  Marines 
were  not  temporarily  landed  in  Dublin  ? 

Sib  WALTER  B.  BARTTELOT  asked 
whether  this  Vote  included  any  of  tho 
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Marines  landed  for  the  expedition  to 
Tokftr  ? 

Mr,  HARRINGTON  said,  it  seemed 
to  him  that  this  Vote  inrhided  nothing 
they  wanted  to  know  anything  about. 
It  was  a  remarkoble  thing  that  they 
could  find  out  nothing  about  any  Vote 
thoy  came  to.  This  was  the  usual  ex- 
cuse of  the  Government ;  but  ho  did  not 
suppose  the  Chairman  would  accept  such 
excuses  for  the  purpose  of  bowling  Irish 
Members  over.  He  must  ask  how  many 
Marines  were  detained  in  Dublin  ? 

Mb.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNERMAN 
said,  these  were  Estimates  from  the  1  st 
of  April  last  year,  and  he  was  not  aware 
that  since  the  Ist  of  April  this  year  any 
Marines  hod  been  detained  in  Dublin. 
None  of  this  sum  was  for  the  Marines 
landed  at  Tokor. 

Mr.  KENNY  asked  whether  the  spe- 
cial Supplementary  Estimate  of  £28,000 
for  special  services  in  Egypt  came  under 
this  heady 

Mr.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
replied  that  it  did  not. 

Mr.  HEALY  said,  ho  thought  tho 
statement  of  tho  hon.  Gentleman  ex- 
tremely unsatisfactory.  They  could  get 
no  information,  and  he  respectfully  sub- 
mitted that  it  was  needless  to  detain  the 
Committee  by  making  these  little  expla- 
nations, and  obliging  Members  to  go 
through  this  system  of  cross-examina- 
tion. If  the  Government  were  frank, 
they  would  get  their  Estimates  much 
more  rapidly.  As  Representatives  of 
the  people,  they  were  entitled  to  more 
information.  At  that  late  hour  they 
did  not  intend  to  worry  the  Govemmont 
about  these  matters ;  they  were  in  an 
extremely  amiable  mood,  and  if  the  Go- 
vernment would  give  some  information 
they  would  get  their  Estimates  more 
rapidly.  He  hoped  the  hon.  Gentleman 
would  state  how  many  Marines  there 
were  in  Dublin,  and  would  promise  that 
sucli  a  thing  should  not  occur  again.  A 
more  ill-bred  and  ill-conditioned  set  of 
men  were  never  detained  for  special 
service. 

Mr.  PtJLESTON  said,  that,  according 
to  his  experience,  in  whatever  part  of 
the  world  they  had  been,  the  Marines 
had  gained  the  greatest  praise  for  the 
performance  of  their  duty ;  and  even 
the  Colleagues  of  the  hon.  Member  had 
iipoken  of  the  Marines,  whili<  they  were 
in  Ireland,  in  a  way  very  different  fi-om 
that  of  the  hon.  Member.     Gentlemen 

Hir  Walter  B.  Barttelgt 


representing  Ireland,  who  might  not  I 
altogether  like  the  duty  upon  which  the 
Marines  were  employed  in  that  country, 
had  more  than  once  volunteered  state- 
ments to  him  respecting  the  Marines 
which  were  in  the  highest  degree  cre- 
ditable to  that  Force ;  and  he  hoped 
that,  whatever  differences  of  opinion 
there  might  be  in  that  House,  that  ex- 
cellent body  of  men,  standing,  as  they 
did,  very  high  in  the  estimation  of  all 
parties  in  this  country,  would  not  be 
disparaged. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON  quite  believed 
that  the  Marines  were  a  valuable  body 
of  men  in  their  own  way  when  em- 
ployed for  proper  purposes;  but  lie 
thought  that  preserving  the  peace  in 
Dublin  was  not  a  duty  originally  in- 
tended for  those  men,  and  that  in  per- 
forming that  duty  they  were  very  much 
out  of  place.  There  was  another  item 
in  this  Vote  about  which  ho  wished  to 
ask  a  question.  Ho  found  a  sum  put 
down  for  contributions  in  aid  of  reli- 
gious and  charitable  institutions,  and  he 
wished  to  know  what  were  the  religious 
institutions  to  which  these  charitable 
contributions  were  given  ?  It  seemed  to  I 
liim  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of] 
that  House,  when  voting  Supplies  of' 
this  kind,  that  contributions  should  be 
given  to  any  particular  religious  insti- 
tutions ;  but  tho  point  he  wished  to  ( 
raise  was  this.  The  Navy  was  a  very 
mixed  Service,  containing  men  of  nil 
religions,  and  largely  composed  of  his 
fellow-countr^inen  and  co-religionists ; 
and  he  wished  to  know  to  what  insti- 
tutions this  money  was  g^ven,  and  whe- 
ther any  Roman  Catholic  institutions 
received  any  contributions  ?  There  was 
a  very  large  number  of  Catholics  and 
Irishmen  in  the  Navy,  and  he  wished  to 
know  whether  anj'  part  of  this  money  j 
went  to  tlieir  benefit  ?  If  not,  he  should 
not  agree  to  the  Vote. 

Mr.  CAM  P B  E L L-BAN N  ERMAN  ' 
said,  he  was  quite  certain  that  no  chari- 
table or  public  institution  was  refused 
assistance  because  of  its  religion.  Tho 
Admiralty  did  a  good  deal  to  meet  the 
wants  of  the  men  in  tho  Navy,  whether  ' 
they  were  of  the  Catholic  religion  or 
not.  For  the  last  two  or  tliri?e  months 
he  had  himself  been  engaged  in  ar- 
ranging one  or  two  points  which,  he 
thought,  were  not  properly  provided  for 
in  reference  to  Roman  Catholic  and 
other  religious  wants.    These  oontribu- 
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tions  -wore  made  chiefly  to  Sailors' 
Homes  and  similar  institutions.  Ho 
Lad  not  a  list  of  all  the  contributions 
Tvith  him ;  but  they  were,  as  a  rule,  only 
small  sums. 

Mr.  KENNY  said,  he  should  not 
liave  folt  disposed  to  press  this  matter 
to  a  Division  hut  for  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Devonport  (Mr. 
Puloston)  and  the  speech  of  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Admiralty.  He  felt  very 
strongly  with  regard  to  the  matter  of 
the  Marines  in  Dublin,  and  ho  very 
much  objected  to  their  having  been  sent 
there,  as  they  were  to  tyrannize  over  the 
people 

The  Cn.\IRMAN:  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber is  not  in  Order.  There  is  no  ques- 
tion before  the  Committoe  respecting 
Marines  in  Dublin. 

Mr.  KENNY  said,  he  would  move 
the  reduction  of  this  Vote.  The  ques- 
tion of  thf?  Marines  in  Dublin  was  not 
raised  last  year,  and  he  was  not  aware 
that  hon.  Members  were  strictly  con- 
fined, upon  a  Vote  which  was  practically 
devoted  to  the  payment  of  these  men, 
to  a  discussion  of  matters  which  could 
technically  only  be  brought  forward. 
Ho  should  not  have  referred  to  this 
matter  of  the  Marines  in  Dublin  but  for 
the  observations  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Devonport.  He  held  quite  a  con- 
trary view  to  that  of  the  hon.  Member 
as  to  those  Marines,  and  he  greatly  re- 
gretted that  the  Chairman  would  not 
allow  him  to  give  his  reasons.  All  he 
could  do,  therefore,  was  to  move  the 
reduction  of  the  Vote  by  £4,500. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

f  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £112,400,  be 
gnwlad  to  Uor  Jlajesty,  to  defniy  the  Exponsu 
of  vnrious  MisccUuneoun  Services,  which  will 
como  in  coiirso  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  oq  the  Slat  duy  of  March  188&." — (Mr. 
Keaiiy.) 

Mil.  DEASY  wished  to  ask  one  ques- 
tion. He  had  received  a  communication 
stating  that  the  usual  grant  to  the  Cork 
Sailors'  Home  had  been  reduced  from 
£100  to  £25;  and  he  should  like  to 
know  what  the  explanation  of  that  re- 
duction was  ? 

Sir  THOMAS  BBASSEY  explained 

that  there  had  simply  been  a  transfer  of 

the  grant  from  Cork  to  Queenstown,  on 

the   ground   that   Her  Majesty's  ships 

'  very  seldom  visited  Cork,  whereas  they 

J  -were  constantly  at  Queenstown.    There- 

(iore,  the  institution  at  Queeastowa  bad 


greater  claims  on  the  Admiralty  than 
that  at  Cork. 

AfH.  DEASY  asked  whether  the  hon. 
Gentleman  would  be  willing  to  receive  a 
deputation  on  the  subject  fi-ora  the  Com- 
mittoe of  tli'>  Cork  Sailors'  Home  ? 

Sir  THOMAS  BRASSEY  replied, 
that  ho  would  bo  happy  to  receive  any 
representation  ou  the  subject. 

Mb.  KENNY  said,  he  would  with- 
draw his  Amendment,  in  consequence  of 
the  somewhat  conciliatory  answer  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman. 

Motion,  by  leave,  tcithdrawn. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(15.)  £853,900,  Half-Pay,  Reserved 
Half- Pay,  and  Retired  Pay  to  OfEicera 
of  the  Navy  and  Marines. 

Mr.  PULESTON  desired  to  say  a  few 
words  on  this  Vote  with  reference  to  the 
Paymasters.  A  long  time  ago  the  allow- 
ance to  these  men  was  settled  at  2«.  6rf. 
a-day,  which  was  at  that  time  above  the 
ordinary  pay  ;  but  now,  ho  understood, 
the  pay  of  the  Paymasters  had  risen  to 
something  like  12s.,  and  this  '1».  Gd, 
a-day  was  still  called  half-pay.  This  was 
perhaps,  a  small  matter,  but  it  was  very 
unjust,  and  he  wondered  whether  it  was 
possible  to  remove  the  injustice  ?  A  case 
had  been  brought  under  his  notice  in 
which  an  Assistant  Paymaster  was  in- 
valided from  foreign  service  on  account 
of  injuries  ho  had  received,  and  which 
had  entirely  unfitted  him  for  active  ser- 
vice. He  was  put  on  half-pay  for  nine 
mouths  at  2«.  Gd.  per  day,  and  it  seemed 
very  hard  that  the  allowance  should  be 
so  small.  This  allowance  was  littlo 
enough  when  men  were  ill  and  unable 
to  do  duty,  but  it  was  particularly  hard 
that  they  should  receive  ao  little  when 
they  bad  been  disabled  by  injuries  re- 
ceived in  war.  This  might  be  a  small 
matter,  but  he  felt  sure  the  Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty  would  see  that  it  was 
hard  upon  the  men. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNERMAN 
promised  that  if  the  hon.  Member  would 
let  him  know  the  facts  of  the  case,  ho 
would  look  into  it. 

Mb.  PULESTON  said  he  had  merely 
mentioned  this  case  as  an  illustration  ; 
but  there  were  similar  coses  constantly 
occurring. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(16.)  £889,600,  Military  Pensions  and 
Allowances. 
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(17.)  £328,400,  Civil  Pensions  and 
Allowances. 

(18.)  £130,900,  Extra  Estimate  for 
Services  not  Naval. — Freight,  &c.  on 
Account  of  the  Army  Department. 

(19.)  £150,007,  Greenwich  Hospital 
and  School. 

Besolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 

Committee  to  sit  again  To-morrotc. 

MAOISTHATES     (IRELAND)    SALARIES 

BILL.— [Bill  292.] 

{Mr.  Courtney,  Mr.  Trtvelyau.) 

BECOJTD   BEADINO. 

Order  for  the  Second  ^Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  bo  now  read  a  second 
time." — {Mr.  Courtney.) 

Mh.  COUETNEY  said,  that  on  a  for- 
mer occasion  he  had  sufficiently  indicated 
the  nature  of  this  Bill,  therefore  he  did 
not  propose  to  delay  the  House  by  going 
into  detail  upon  it  on  the  Order  for  the 
Second  Reading. 

Mr.  HEALY  said,  he  was  extremely 
surprised  at  the  very  curt  manner  in 
which  the  Secretary  to  tho  Treasury  sub- 
mitted the  second  reading  of  this  Bill  at 
that  hour  of  the  morning  (1.-15).  A 
short  statement  was  not  surprising,  in- 
deed, it  would  have  been  much  more 
laatisfiictory  to  Irish  Members  if  the  hon. 
IGentloman  had  postponed  the  Bill  and 
[given  them  some  fui-thor  opportunity  of 
considering  it ;  but  under  any  circum- 
stauces  they  had  a  right  to  expect  that 
BOmething  in  support  of  the  Bill  should 
be  offered  by  the  Government.  When 
tho  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Prime 
Minister  had  decided,  in  consequence  of 
the  action  of  the  House  of  Lords,  to 
shorten  the  Session,  he  had  given  a 
pledge  that  contentious  legislation  would 
not  bo  taken.  That  pledge  had  been 
completely  broken.  Notwithstanding 
the  Prime  Minister's  undertaking,  they 
had  this  Bill  brought  in  by  the  Govern- 
ment with  the  knowledge  that  it  must 
inevitably  prolong  the  Session.  Tho 
Government  wished  them  to  get  away 
on  Saturday  week  ;  but  how  could  they 
possibly  do  it  if  this  Bill  was  to  be 
passed  ?  How  could  they  expect,  with- 
out tremendous  consumption  of  time,  to 
pass  a  Bill,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
Bet  up  Mr.  OUETord  Lloyd  and  other  such 


disgraceful  ofHoials  permanently  in  the 
country  ?  Surely  the  Government  knew 
the  feeling  of  the  tish  people  with 
regard  to  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd  and 
similar  individuals.  And  what  were  the 
facts  as  to  this  BiU  ?  It  was  an  ex- 
tremely short  measure,  but  as  they  knew 
from  the  Home  Secretary  the  other  night, 
a  short  Bill  might  sometimes  take  a  long 
time  to  pass,  and  he  was  surprised  that 
had  not  occurred  to  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Courtney)  when  he  undertook  to  intro- 
duce the  Bill  to  the  House.  The  mea- 
sure was  a  reversal  of  the  position  taken 
up  by  the  Government.  He  (Mr.  Healy) 
did  not  know  whether  hon.  Members  re- 
collected what  had  taken  place  during 
that  famous  Saturday  Sitting.  What 
occurred  was  this.  The  Irish  Members 
pointed  out  that  the  Government  were 
asking  the  taxpayers  for  a  larger  sum 
than  the  Act  of  Parliament — that  was  to 
say,  the  37  &  38  Vict.  c.  33 — entitled 
thorn  to  ask.  But  they  had  the  learned 
argument  of  the  English  Attorney- 
General  —  who  had  conveniently  left 
them  in  the  lurch  on  this  occasion  that 
he  might  not  bo  confronted  with  the 
echoes  of  his  own  statement  that  night — 
to  the  effect  that  it  was  needless  to  have 
an  extra  charge  on  the  Estimates.  The 
Irish  Members  had  pointed  out  that  the 
sum  was  charged  in  the  Estimates  on 
account  of  that  Act  of  Parliament,  and 
that  it  was  largely  exceeded  in  conse- 
quence of  the  bloated  salaries  given  to 
Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd  and  other  officials. 
The  Government  had  said — "  That  does 
not  matter,  because  this  sum  is  included 
in  the  Appropriation  Bill  at  the  end  of 
the  Session,  and  becomes  an  Act  under 
the  Appropriation  Act."  The  Govern- 
ment now  found  out  their  mistake  ;  and 
what  became  of  the  argument  by  which 
they  had  snatched  a  Division  on  that 
famous  Sunday  morning?  [Mr.  CotrRTSKY 
dissented.]  The  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury shook  his  head.  Ho  (Mr.  Healy) 
would  ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  how  was 
it  that  he  had  given  no  explanation  what- 
ever of  the  uhange  of  front  that  had  taken 
place  between  now  and  April  last  ? 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  were 
not  present;  House  counted,  and  40 
Members  being  found  present, 

Mr.  HEALY  said,  it  must  be  ex- 
tremely gratifying  to  the  Goverameat 
to  be  able  to  carry  their  Bills  by  a  baro 
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majority.  They  found  that  there  were 
just  -14  Members  in  the  House,  and  that 
appeared  to  him  to  be  legislating  by  tho 
skin  of  their  toeth  with  a  vengeance. 
He  had  hoped  that  the  Chief  Secretary 
would  have  been  summoned  to  his  place 
by  the  "  count"  so  opportunely  moved  by 
the  hon. Member  for  Ennis  (Mr.  Kenny) ; 
but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  lind  not 
on  that  occasion  seen  tit  to  enter  tbo 
House,  and  he  (Mr.  Healy)  extremely 
regretted  that  they  should  have  to  dis- 
cuss this  measure,  which  had  so  much  in 
it  about  the  welfare  of  Ireland,  without 
the  presence  of  the  chief  Irish  Official. 
He  had  said  the  English  Attorney  Gene- 
ral on  a  previous  occasion  had  given 
them  an  extremely  learned  argument  to 
show  that  the  measure  was  absolutely 
needless.  Tho  date  of  that  discussion 
was  the  loth  of  March.  Ho  believed  it 
had  been  said  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
GuDtleman  that  it  was  not  competent  for 
tho  Committee  to  vote  a  salary  of  £1,OUO 
a-year;  but  it  was  competent  for  them 
to  vote  a  specific  sum  of  monej*.  Tho 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  contiuually 
dwelt  on  that  question  of  a  specific  sum. 
He  had  said  that  that  was  the  first  time 
ho  had  ever  risen  to  answer  a  legal 
question  at  -1  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
Well,  it  was  now  only  2  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  it  was  to  be  hoped  that  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  would  find 
his  legal  faculties  much  better  now  than 
they  had  been  on  the  last  occasion  at  a 
later  hour.  If  the  Attorney  General's 
argument  was  worth  anything,  why  in- 
troduce this  Bill  ?  If  the  Government 
was  entitled  to  keep  them  out  of  their 
beds  during  the  whole  of  Saturday  and 
part  of  Sunday  because  of  the  strength 
of  their  desire  to  pay  these  unprecedented 
salaries,  why  were  they  now,  at  the  end 
of  July  and  near  the  end  of  the  Session, 
to  bo  asked  to  prolong  the  Session  for 
the  purpose  of  passing  such  a  measure 
as  this  ?  The  Attorney  General's  argu- 
ment was  that,  so  long  as  this  extra  sum 
was  sanctioned  by  the  Appropriatiim 
Act,  there  wa.s  no  need  to  have  recourse 
to  a  Bill.  What  had  become  of  that 
position  of  the  Government  ?  That  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  should  move 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  without 
a  hinglo  word  of  explanation  of  the 
right-about  wheel  which  had  charac- 
terized the  policy  of  tho  Government, 
seemed  to  him  (Mr.  Healy)  about  the 
most  extraordinary  feature  in  the  action 


of  the  present  volatile  Qovornmont  that 
they  had  ever  had  to  deal  with.  But, 
apart  from  this  technical  question,  the 
Irish  Members,  on  other  grounds,  had  a 
strong  objection  to  the  Bill.  Its  object 
was  really  to  enable  tho  Irish  Govern- 
ment, with  the  consent  of  the  Treasury, 
to  give  certain  liesident  Magistrates  in- 
creased salaries  not  exceeding  the  sum 
of  j£I,OOU  a-year,  and  to  enable  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  to  order  that  such  in- 
creased salaries  might  be  paid  from  the 
1st  of  April  before  the  passing  of  this 
Act.  The  measure  was  retrospective  in 
spite  of  what  had  fallen  from  theAttor- 
ney  General  for  England.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  had  succeeded  in 
obtaining  the  votes  of  Englishmen  who 
followed  tho  Government  Whip.  Those 
Gentlemen  marched  through  the  Lobby 
on  the  strength  of  the  Attorney  Gone- 
rul's  statement,  and  now,  at  the  end  of 
July,  the  Government  found  it  necessary 
to  endeavour  to  amend  their  hand  by 
obtaining  credit  fi-om  the  1st  of  April 
last.  The  Irish  Members  had  pointed 
out  the  illegality  of  the  Act.  [Mr. 
CouuTNEY  :  No,  no.]  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man interrupted  him,  but  why  had  he 
not  explained  the  Bill  ?  Ho  had  not 
done  so,  and  the  Irish  Members  were 
therefore  entitled  to  exjjlain  it  for  them- 
selves. They  had  not  been  told  who 
the  five  gentlemen  were  who  were  to  be 
all'ected  by  the  BiU.  Ho  should  like  to 
know  the  names  of  those  five  champions 
of  Christendom.  Why  should  they  not 
know  the  meritorious  gentlemen  who 
were  to  have  these  positions  '?  Was  oue 
of  them  Mr.  CliUbrd  Lloyd  ;  and,  if  so, 
why  had  they  not  had  a  statement  to  that 
etiect  ? 

Mk.  COUltTNEY  said,  there  had 
been  a  perfect  understanding  come  to  on 
that  point. 

Mb.  HEALY  said,  he  had  asked  the 
Prime  Minister  on  a  former  occasion 
whetheran  opportunity  would  be  allowed 
to  tho  Irish  Members  to  discuss  the 
return  of  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd  to  Ireland 
before  tho  end  of  the  Session,  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  said  there 
would  be.  In  spite,  however,  of  that, 
this  Bill  was  brought  in,  and  the  Irish 
Members  were  not  told  whether  Mr. 
ClitTord  Lloyd  would  return  to  tho  office 
he  had  vacated  in  Ireland  or  not. 
Would  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
answer  that  question  in  tho  negative  ? 
No;   the  hon.  Qeutlemaa    declined    to 
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shalce  his  head  now.  His  declining  to 
answer  in  the  negative  was  a  tolerably 
good  indication  that  Mr.  CllH'urd  Lloyd 
I  was  to  return  to  Ireland.  If  it  were  not 
the  intention  of  the  Goveranicnt  to  send 
him  back,  what  was  to  prevent  thorn 
from  putting  a  dnuse  in  the  Bill  to  that 
elleot  ?  For  his  own  part,  he  believed 
that  such  a  clause  as  that  would  have  a 
very  salutary  effect.  It  would  prevent 
the  Government  from  Tiringing  Mr. 
Clifford  Lloyd  back  in  spite  of  a  pledge 
which  might  be  obtained  from  them  ; 
but,  as  he  (Mr.  Hosly)  intended  to  raovo 
a  clause  to  that  effect,  he  would  abstain 
from  going  further  into  the  question 
now.  Ho  would  content  himself  with 
merely  informing  the  Socretaiy  to  tho 
Treasury  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Irish  Members  to  seriously  prop(jse  a 
claiise  to  that  effect  when  the  Bill  got 
into  Committee.  When  a  measure  of 
this  kind  was  proposed,  a  measure  for 
the  purpose  of  increasing  the  salaries  of 
Bosident  Magistrates,  ho  would  ask  the 
House  to  remember  that  these  hve  gen- 
tlemen were  to  have  these  increased  and 
added  salaries  nt  n  time  when  tin.'  peace 
of  the  country,  as  the  Government  had 
to  admit,  left  nothing  to  bo  desired. 
They  had,  in  Ireland,  passed  through 
three  or  four  years  of  most  remarkabli^ 
e.xcitement,  and  there  had  been  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  crime  ;  but,  yet  the 
Government  had  managed  without  a 
Bill  of  this  kind.  Now,  when  the  coun- 
try was  quitting  down  and  tho  crime 
was  t'xpiring,  tho  Government  proposed 
to  add  fuel  to  the  flame  by  the  giving  of 
tlieso  increased  salaries  to  Kesident 
Magistrates.  What  construction  was  to 
bo  put  upon  that  ?  AVhy,  these  gentle- 
men affected  would  put  this  construction 
upon  it — that  in  order  to  earn  these  in- 
creased salaries  they  would  have  to  keep 
up  a  requisite  modicum  of  crime.  If  tho 
Government  paid  these  men  these  extra- 
ordinary amounts  they  must  expect 
value  for  it.  Even  the  Treasuiy,  gene- 
rous as  it  was  to  oiHcials  in  the  Irish 
Criniiuul  Department,  would,  after  n 
year  or  two,  come  forward  and  declare 
that  tho  money  was  absolutely  thrown 
away  on  these  gentlemen  if  they  did  n(.>t 
get  liny  crime  for  it.  The  Government, 
to  justify  themselves  for  passing  Acts  of 
this  kind  to  increase  the  salaric^s  of 
tuagistrates  so  extensively,  must  have  a 
certain  number  of  men  hanged  every 
year,  and  a  certain  number  of  men  sent  to 
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penal  servitude.  At  the  present  time  the 
number  of  hangings  was  considerably 
reduced,  and  the  number  of  men  they 
were  enabled  to  send  to  penal  servitude 
for  agrarian  crime  had  almost  sunk  to 
zero;  therefore,  he  (Mr.  Healy)  failed 
to  see  what  value  they  were  to  get  for 
these  increased  salaries.  The  magis- 
trates would  Hiiy — "  If  crime  stood  at 
the  vanishing  point  there  is  no  reason  for 
our  existence ; "  and,  therefore,  they 
would  continue  to  got  up  false  reports, 
which  hitherto  had  succeeded  in  de- 
luding the  people  of  England.  It  was 
a  very  serious  thing  when  they  had  a 
number  of  people  prej-icg  on  the  coun- 
try whose  salaries  depended  on  the 
amount  of  crime  which  existed  in  tho 
community.  The  Government  might  bo 
anxious  to  see  crime  diminish  in  Ireland, 
but  they  would  never  see  any  substan- 
tial diminution  while  men  were  paid 
high  salaries  on  account  of  that  crime. 
Crimes  were  invented,  or,  if  they  wore 
not  invented,  bogus  reports  were  sent  in 
to  tho  Government,  and  tho  country  was 
blackened  by  stories  of  what  was  likely 
to  occur.  The  Government,  he  thought, 
should  proceed  on  tho  system  which  pre- 
vailed in  China  with  regard  to  doctors. 
When  the  Emperor  was  well  they  got 
their  salaries  ;  but  directly  he  was  taken 
ill  they  were  paid  nothing.  He  would 
suggest  that  so  long  as  crime  existed  ia 
Ireland  these  highly-paid  magistrates 
should  get  no  salaries  whatever;  but 
that  when  crime  was  extinguished  and 
the  efUciency  of  these  gentlemen  became 
apparent,  they  should  get  substantial 
remuneration.  Probably  that  principle 
would  recommend  itself  to  the  economic 
mind  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury. 
It  was  right  for  the  hon.  Gentleman  to 
increase  the  salaries  of  those  Civil  ser- 
vants who  deserved  substantial  payment; 
but  the  Irish  Members  did  not  see  the 
force  of  paying  salaries  for  firebrands — 
of  paying  increased  salaries  to  bring 
about  a  state  of  things  such  as  that  which 
existed  under  the  regime  of  Mr.  Clifford 
Lloyd.  Statements  would  have  to  be 
made  in  Committee  as  to  the  lives  and 
adventures  of  the  various  gentlemen  con- 
nected with  tho  Government  of  Ireland. 
Ho  supposed  it  would  not  bo  out  of 
Order  for  Irish  Mi.'mbers  to  discuss  the 
c<jnduct  of  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd  in  Egyut, 
as  bearing  on  what  would  likely  to  bo 
his  conduct  in  Ireland  if  he  came  back. 
Those  would  be  questions  which  it  would 
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I  not  be  dosirable  to  go  into  in  the  month 
of  August,  or  at  the  onil  of  July  ;  but  if 
the  Irish  Members  wore  bound  to  go 
into  them  the  fault  would  lay  not  with 
them,  but  with  the  Government.  lie 
iiliould  like  to  knuw  from  the  Govern- 
inent  whether  there  was  any  prospect 
whatever  of  the  five  gentlemen  to  be 
appointed  being  drawn  from  any  otlier 
class  than  that  of  the  miserable  half- 
pay  officers,  who  had  hitherto  been  the 
ruin  of  the  paid  Magisterial  Service  of 
■Ireland — offioora  who  had  been  scraped 
|ttp  from  Bombaj-,  Burraah,  and  North 
iericay  11  ilherto  they  had  had  these 
•^oJficers  forced  upon  them  for  no  reason 
that  they  could  make  out  other  than 
■  that  they  happened  to  be  the  relatives 
jf  aomeono  in  high  position  in  Ireland. 
iTbey  had  had  Mr.  Blake,  whom  the 
~)uke  of  St.  Alban'g  had  now  managed 
to  get  off  as  the  Governor  of  the  Buha- 
las.  Theyshould  like  very  much  to  know 
30W  Mr.  Bliiko  had  managed  to  make 
^that  bound  ?  Then  they  had  had  Mr. 
Clifford  Lloyd  sent  to  them  from  British 
Burmah,  and  he  also  had  made  n  jump 
'  from  Ireland  to  Egypt.  This  gontlemau, 
Lafter  having  imprisoned  thousands  of 
len  in  Ireland,  went  and  wept  salt  tears 
Bver  the  imprisonment  of  the  Egyptains, 
idministering  the  courbash  at  the  same 
time  in  a  manner  which  tlie  Irish  Mem- 
bers would  have  occasion  to  refer  to 
later  on.  Where  it  was  possible,  a 
clause  would  be  inserted  in  some  Bill  to 
3ut  a  stop  to  the  use  of  such  an  instru- 
ment as  that  by  such  officials  a»  Mr. 
■^Clifford  Lloyd. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said.  that,  perhaps, 
t^BTvith  the  permission  of  the  House,  he 
^Hmight  be  allowed  to  say  a  few  words  on  tlie 
liili,  although  it  would  only  bo  to  repeat 
what  had  been  succinctly  said  in  intro- 
ducing it.  Ho  had  referred  on  the  pre- 
vious occasion  to  what  took  place  on  tlie 
Civil  Service  Estimates.  A  discussion 
had  occurred  with  regard  to  this  cla.s8  of 
magistrates,  and  he  had  stated  that  it 
was  proposed  to  pay  them  a  higher  rate 
of  salary  than  was  mentioned  in  the  Act 
,  of  Parliament.  The  legality  of  that 
course  was  4UC8tioned  by  the  hon.  Mom- 
"jer  for  Queen's  County  (Mr.  A.  O'Con- 
nor}, and  it  was  then  explained  that 
iftcr  notice  had  been  given  and  the  ques- 
tion discussed,  and  a  Vote  for  the  pur- 
pose subsequently  incorporated  in  the 
Ippropriatiou  Bill,  the  payment  would 
L»e  thoroughly  legal.  That  was  the  state- 


ment which  had  been  made,  and  to  which 
he  now  adhered.  He  had  stated  that  a 
departure,  under  these  circumstances, 
from  the  statutory  limit,  was  perfectly 
legitimate,  and  that  a  note  would  be  put 
into  the  Estimates  calling  the  attention 
of  the  Committee  to  the  fact  that  this 
was  a  variation  from  the  normal  sala- 
ries. Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  did  not 
seem  to  recognize  the  force  of  the  argu- 
ment ;  this  measure,  therefore,  would 
substitute  for  the  Estimate,  which  ex- 
ceeded, year  niter  year,  the  statutory 
limit,  another  statutory  limit  of  £1,000. 
There  was  no  contradiction  whatever  be- 
tween the  present  proposal  and  the  last. 
The  hon.  Member  had  touched  upon  a 
great  variety  of  topics,  some  of  which, 
perhaps,  might  with  propriety  be  dis- 
cussed in  Committee.  He  asked  ques- 
tions about  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd,  whether 
that  gentleman  would  return  to  Ireland? 
Whether  he  would  do  so  or  not  was  a 
question  upon  which  he  (Mi-.  Courtney) 
could  say  nothing ;  but  he  could  say 
that  that  gentleman  would  not  be  one  of 
the  five  gentlemen  to  whom  these  sala- 
ries of  £1,000  would  be  paid,  and  so 
would  not  come  within  the  operation  of 
the  Bill.  Then  the  hon,  Member  referred 
to  the  present  condition  of  Ireland,  and 
he  was  glad  to  agree  that  it  was  one  of 
quiet  and  order.  But,  at  the  end  of  his 
speech,  the  hon.  Member  introduced  an 
iiluBtration,  which,  if  worth  anything  as 
an  argument,  told  in  favour  of  the  Bill ; 
for  if,  as  he  said,  these  salaries  should 
bo  paid  only  when  the  state  of  things 
was  quiet  and  orderly,  then  there  was  a 
good  argument  for  the  payment  of  the 
salaries,  the  position  to  which  the  hon. 
Member  referred  being  realized. 

OoLo>'EL  NOLAN  said,  the  whole 
statement  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury amounted  to  this — that  he  did  not 
like  the  course  of  the  Estimates  to  be 
interfered  with  by  the  necessity  of  voting 
a  sum  for  these  salaries  year  after  year. 
As  a  general  rule,  Irish  ^lembers  had 
been  rather  anxious  to  simplify  the  £s- 
(imates,  and  to  do  all  they  could  to  put 
them  clearh'  and  distinctly  bofVire  the 
Committee,  so,  if  they  now  resisted  the 
Bill,  it  was  not  from  any  wish  to  cause 
any  inconvenience  to  the  discussion  of 
the  Estimates.  The  statement  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  wos  altogether  beside 
tlie  real  facts  of  the  case.  Irish  ^fem- 
bers  looked  at  the  Bill  as  a  stop  in  the 
direction  of  the  French  system,  dividing 
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the  country  into  fivo  great  Police  De- 
partments, sub-dividing  these  again 
among  other  Eosident  Magistrates. 
Whether  this  was  desirable,  or  whether 
it  was  more  desirable  to  leave  things  as 
they  wore  in  Ireland,  certainly  it  was  no 
irivial  matter.  The  position  so  long  as 
the  Special  Magistrates  depended  upon 
epeiual  Votes  in  the  Estimatea  was  one  of 
truce  ;  but  if  once  the  Bill  were  allowed 
to  pass,  it  would  be  the  starting  point 
for  that  system  of  division  and  sub-divi- 
eion  to  which  he  had  referred.  So,  the 
principle  of  the  Bill  was  of  suffieieut  im- 
portance to  be  thoroughly  discussed  on 
its  merits.  He  did  not  think  they  had 
had  the  history  of  the  Bill.  Ho  had  re- 
ferred to  the  Library,  and  he  could  give 
the  House  the  result  of  a  Commission 
on  the  subject,  after  an  inquiry,  presided 
over  by  a  well-known  man,  to  which  he 
would  direct  the  attention  of  the  House. 
What  happened  to  the  Bill  lust  year  ? 
This  Bill,  or  one  like  it,  was  then  intro- 
duced  

Mb.   COURTNEY:    No;    a    much 
larger  Bill. 

Colonel  NOLAN:  Then  it  was  a 
much  larger  Bill.  It  was  manifest  there 
was  a  considerable  diii'erence  of  opinion 
in  reference  to  it.  The  Government 
found  that  they  might  or  might  not 
have  the  Conservatives  with  them,  while 
they  would  have  aU  the  Irish  Members 
against  them,  and  there  was  a  prospect 
of  a  troublous  end  of  the  Session,  much 
to  be  deplored.  He  did  not  think  they 
should  separate  with  a  feeling  of  divi- 
sion from  English  Members,  the  latter 
overruling  the  general  opinion  of  Irish 
Members;  that  was  a  deplorable  con- 
dition of  things,  much  to  bo  deprecated. 
And  now  came  the  Bill  of  last  year  in 
disguise.  A  good  deal  had  been  elimi- 
nated, they  were  told,  by  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary ;  but  the  essential  monej-  part  was 
that  there  wore  to  be  five  Resident  Magis- 
trates with  salaries  higher  than  those  of 
other  Resident  Magistrates,  and,  if  there 
wos  any  meaning  in  the  Bill,  these  five 
would  be  placed  over  the  heads  of  the 
others.  Last  year  it  was  found  that  the 
state  of  Business  was  such  that  it  would 
be  greatly  facilitated  by  the  withdrawal 
of  a  Bill  80  extremely  objectionable  to 
Irish  Members ;  but  now  the  Govern- 
ment appeared  to  take  a  different  view, 
and  there  were  two  faults  to  be  found 
■with  them  for  it.  Ho  considered  it  a 
violation  of  the  promise  of  the  Prime 
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Minister  that  no  contentious  matter 
should  be  taken  in  the  course  of  winding 
up  the  Business  of  the  Session — his  hon. 
Friend  had  touched  upon  that — and  the 
other  point  was  the  unreasonableness  of 
proceeding  with  such  a  Bill  at  2  o'clock 
in  the  morning.  To  expect  the  Irish 
Members,  tlien,  after  a  long  Sitting,  to 
give  all  the  reasons,  financicd  and  other- 
wise, against  the  Bill,  was  treating  those 
Members  extremely  unfairly.  There 
were  enough  Eugli.sh  Members  present 
to  outvote  the  Irish  Members  ;  but,  be- 
fore they  did  so,  it  was  right  they  should 
have  a  little  information  in  regard  to  the 
subject.  The  proposition  was  to  give 
salaries  of  £1,000  each  to  five  Special 
Magistrates.  Now,  in  reference  to  that, 
he  would  point  out  that  a  Commission 
which  sat  in  1872  drew  a  great  distinc- 
tion between  consolidated  salaries  and 
salaries  with  allowances.  The  allow- 
ances were  considerable  for  two  horses 
for  au  ordinary  Resident  Magistrate,  on 
orderly  and  a  clerk,  and  stationery  ;  but 
this  last  was  a  small  item  not  worth 
taking  into  account.  Now,  he  should 
like  to  ask  whether  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  intended  this  to  be  a  consoli* 
dated  salary  to  include  all  expenses  o{ 
horses,  orderly,  and  clerk,  or  were  thej 
to  understand  that  these  allowances  were ' 
to  bo  in  addition  to  the  salary  of  £1,000 
a-year  ?  This  was  important ;  the  Se- 
cretary to  the  Treasury  should  be  aware 
of  the  difference.  The  Report  of  the 
Commission  of  December,  1872 — a  small. 
Commission  in  numbers,  but  a  strong 
one — Lord  Monk,  extremely  well  quuli^ 
fied  to  preside ;  Major  Miles  O'ReillyJ 
well  acquainted  with  Irish  affairs ;  ana 
Mr.  S.  A.  Blackwood — these  gentlemen 
made  a  Report  in  reference  to  the  Irisli 
Resident  Magistracy,  and  it  had  relation 
to  the  subject  of  the  Bill,  and  the  ques 
ti<in  of  the  division  of  Ireland  into  Da 
partmenta.  But  he  would  be  glad  if  th« 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  would  hold 
out  some  hope  that  this  might  be  entere 
upon  in  the  daytime,  for  it  was  extremelyl 
troublesome  to  ask  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  it  at  such  a  time. 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  wer 
not  present;  House  coimted,  and  41 
Members  being  found  present, 

Colonel  NOLAN  continued.  It  was 
an  ungrateful  task  to  enter  upon  figures 
at  such  a  late  hour,  and  he  was  sure 
Members  would  be  glnd  to  have   tha 
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matter  postponed  to  a  more  reasonable 
Lour,   say  before  midnight ;  but  it  was 
useful,    88  bearing  upon   the  Bill,    to 
touch  upon  the  Report  of  tho  Comtnis- 
sion  he  had  mentioned.     In  1H72,  when 
tho   Comraipsion   reported,    thny   found 
Httiat  the  Resident  Magistracy  of  Ireland 
^^were  divided  into   three    classes — first, 
^Hhose  with  £500  a-year;  secondly,  those 
^Pjrith  £^00  a-year;  and,  thirdly,  the  class 
with  £;J00  a-year.     £-l()0  was  the  nor- 
fiUftl  figure ;  but  n  certain  small  number 
Bcoived    an    extra    £100.      Aud    fhen 
ley  cnmo  to  the  important  question  of 
llowances.     If  these  were  insignificant 
ke  would  not  trouble  the  House   with 
hem ;  but,  as  theCoromif^sion  pointed  out, 
ioy  were  considerable — two  horses,  £7.'J; 
orderly,  £42  ;  clerk,  £30  ;  statiouorj',  £8 ; 
I  total  of  £159  a-year.  Now,  he  asked  the 
ecretnry  to  the  Treasury  a  few  minutes 
ince,  did  the  £1,000  mean    a  consoli- 
Ett«d  salary,  or  was  it  exclusive  of  al- 
_  aces  ?  and  he  had  been  informed  it 
Fexclusive  of  allowances.     So,  then, 
the  Bill  would  give  £1,200  a-year,  for 
he  supposed  tho  scale  would  be  somo- 
wliat  higher  than  that  allowed  for  ordi- 
nary magistrates.     Under  some  circum- 
Btances  ho  might  not  object  to  providing 
~iis  salary;  but  coupling  with  thisthefatt 
lut  tho  Bill  was  brought  iu  between  2 
Ind  3  o'clock  in  tlie  morning,  that  there 
ras  going  to  be  a  revolution  in  the  Civil 
procedure  in  Ireland,  aud  that  the  Oo- 
rernmeut  would  have,  besides  officials, 
"^only  one  Irish  Member  to  support  them, 
surely  they  might  be  allowed  flie  benefit 
of  speaking  at  a  time  when  their  words 
could  find  attention.     However,  os  that 
I^Tvas  not  allowed,  he  must  go  on,  and  he 
rould  point  out  that  the  Commission  of 
1872  did  not  recommend  anything  like 
|h)8  rise    of  salary   of  £1,000    a-year. 
Phey  proposed  nn  increase  of  £100,  ond 
^le   same  scale   as  that  of  the  Royal 
rish   Constabulary.     In    spite   of   this 
leport,  the  Government  now  wished  not 
make  an  incrtiose  of  £100;  but  they 
rished   to    introduce    a    new    class   of 
lagistrates,  not  rai.sing  salaries  to  £500 
w  £600,  but  to  £1,000,  plus  allowances 
— an  extraordinary  increase  of  £400  or 
£500  over  what  was  recommended  by  a 
Royal    Commission    composed    of   men 
thoroughly  trusted  by  the  Government, 
and  who  were  at  the  time  fair  exponents 
of  Irish  feeling.     Now,  tho  Government 
were  completely  overruling  their   own 
Commission.    Not  only  so,   but  there 
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was  no  assurance  that  these  would  bo 
inclusive  salaries,  ns  the  Commission 
recommended ;  so  very  likely  the  in- 
ciease  would  be  £600  instead  of  the 
£100  recommended — an  extraordinary 
increa.se  in  these  days,  when  economy, 
though  not  practised,  was  advocated  by 
every  speaker  with  a  view  to  tho  Gene- 
ral Election  ;  and  it  must  bring  consider- 
able  discredit  to  tho  Government.  Not 
only  was  this  extravagant  sum  to  be 
paid,  but  the  proposition  was  brought  on 
at  a  time  when  protests  against  it  on  the 
part  of  Iri.oh  or  English  Members  on 
behalf  of  the  taxpayers  could  not  be 
made  known  through  the  usual  channels 
of  information.  As  to  the  point  of  ob- 
jection, other  Members  could  treat  it 
much  better  than  he  could.  "Why  should 
Ireland  be  made  the  subject  of  this  very 
extraordinary  experiment  in  Civil  ad- 
ministration ?  When  he  said  extraordi- 
nary, he  meant  according  to  English 
ideas ;  he  was  aware  that  France  was 
divided  and  sub-divided  for  Civil  and 
Militai-y  purposes,  all  jurisdiction  cen- 
tralizing to  one  Department.  Up  to  two 
years  ago  there  was  nothing  of  the  kind 
in  Ireland.  So  far  as  ho  imderst'iod 
from  general  knowledge,  each  Resident 
Magistrate  reported  directly  to  the  Go- 
vernment, each  Resident  Mogistrnte  in 
his  own  district  was  totally  independent 
of  others,  though,  no  doubt,  when  a 
senior  magistrate  was  at  hand,  his 
advice  was  availed  of;  but,  in  refer- 
ence to  his  adinluistration,  the  mogis- 
trate  communicated  with  the  Government 
diri'Ct,  and  this  independent  position 
was  valuable  to  him  in  his  position  of 
Judge.  But  now  all  this  was  to  be 
changed  at  3  o'clock  iu  the  morning, 
without  the  country  having  an  oppor- 
tunity of  hearing  all  about  it  or  express- 
ing an  opLni(m  ;  and,  accompanied  with 
an  extravagant  waste  of  money,  it  was 
proposed  to  put  a  group  of  from  10  to 
20  magistrates  under  a  Read  Magistrate, 
with  power  of  reporting  upon  and  check- 
ing their  action.  Consequently,  instead 
of  dealing  with  a  Centi-nl  Authority, 
composed  of  men  of  position  like  the 
Chief  Secretary,  men  who  might  fairly 
be  supposed  to  represent  English  feeling 
and  the  power  of  England,  instead  of 
that  magistrates  would  be  put  under 
gentlemen  chosen  from  the  Police,  to 
whom  they  would  be  entirely  subordi- 
nate, and  who  would  have  the  power  of 
reporting  upon  their  conduct.    So  far  as 
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they  acted  as  a  Police  Force  in  their  ad- 
ministrative capacity,  he  found  no  fault ; 
but  part  of  the  functions  of  a  Resident 
Magistrate  in  Ireland  was  to  not  as  a 
minor  Judge.     Tho  Resident  Magistrate 
held  very  much  the  same  popition  ns  a 
Police  Magistrate  in  England  ;  and  if  in 
England  four  or  five  of  these  gontlomoa 
were  subordinated  to  a  superior,  it  was 
not  in   human  nature  to   suppose  that 
they  would  not  desire  to  please  their  im- 
mediate superior  by  the  decisions  they 
might  be  called  upon  to  give.     A  groat 
amount  of  injustice  would  result,   not, 
perhaps,  for  the  first  10  or  20  years,  be- 
cause English  justice  was  founded  very 
mucli   ou   precedent;    but  there   would 
eventually  be  a  great  amount  of  injus- 
tice, and  certainly  a  want  of  respect  for 
English   law   thus  administered.     This 
was  what  the  Bill  sought  to  do  in  Ire- 
land.   Not  having  their  own  Parliament 
and  Ministry,  Irisli  public  opinion  would 
not  have  tho  slightest  influence  on  these 
magistrates,  who  would,  of  course,  look 
to  their  immediate  superior,  and  unless 
they   were   something   more   than  men 
their  judgment  would  bo  influenced  by 
the   wish   to   conciliate    their   superior. 
Ho   thought  he  had   made   out  a  very 
fair  case  against  passing  the  Bill  now. 
Ho  had  not  much  faith  in  the  etficncy 
of  argumpnts  delivered  between  2  aud 
3  o'clock  in  the  morning;  but  if  resist- 
ance was  hopeless,  it  was  better  than  uo 
resistance  at  all,  and  it  was  his  duty  to 
point  out  the  injustice  sought  to  be  en- 
forced against  the  wi.sh  of  Irish  Mem- 
bers.    The  Government  were  going  to 
give  an  extravagant  sum  to  a  new  class 
of  Irish   magistrates,   and   to   make   n 
corupleto  change  in  tho  admitiislrntion 
of  Ireland — they  were  going  to  put  one 
set  of    magistrates   under   another   set 
raised  from   their  own  ranks.     Magis- 
trate after  magistrate  had  spoken  and 
written  to  him  of  the  great  pecuniary 
losses   they    had   sutTered   a   couple  of 
years  ago  when  there  was  the  reorgani- 
zation.    A  whole  lot  of  magiHtrates  had 
been  placed  on  pension,  and  this  was  a 
state  of  things  the  Bill  would  perpetuate. 
A  magistrate  had  written  to  him  saying 
how  he  had  kept  his  district  perfectly 
quiet ;  he  was  then  transferred  to  another 
district  where  a  serious  crime  had  been 
committed  ;  he  did  all  ho  could  to  pacify 
the  people,  and  did  so  ;  but  he  was  put 
out  of  tho  service — he  was  reorganized. 
Formerly  magistrates  had  some  influence 
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with  the  Government  ;   but  now   the 
were  under  tho  Special  Magistrate  an 
liable  to  be  put  on  pension,  not  alway 
getting  tho  full-time  pension.   Thus  \[r, 
Percival,  who  would  have  had  one  fcal 
of  pension  at  15  years'  service,  and 
higher  scale  at  20  years,  was  suporsedei 
at  tho  end  of  1!)  years'  service.  Ho  sai 
that  the  duties  of  the  magistrates,  wh 
sometimes  acted  ns  Judges,  and  at  othe; 
times  acted  largely  as  a  sort  of  superioi 
pilice,  should  be  clearly  defined  if  a  Bil 
of  this  kind  must  be  brought  in ;  but  he 
warned  the  Government  that  they  wera, 
taking  a  dangerous  stop  with  regard 
Irelaud.      He  was  of   opinion   that  i 
their  judicial  functions  the  magistrat 
should  be  placed  under  the  Judges  j  lo' 
them,  at  any  rate,  be  placed  under  mca 
of  high  professional  position  and  of  high 
character,    aud  then    the    Irish   people 
would   havo   some  guarantee  of   a  fair 
result.     But  the  Government  wore  going 
to  put  them  under  five  gentleraea,    of 
whom  the  people  knew  little  or  nothing', 
who  were  not  men  of  high  professional 
or   social    position,  who   could    not    bo 
looked  up  to  as   guides,    and   who   he 
feared,  moreover,  would  wish  to  make 
all  their  decisions  uniform.  They  would, 
of  course,  say  amongst  themselves  that 
they  did  not  want  one  decision  given  i 
Kerry  and  another  given  in  Cork  quit 
different  to  it.     They  would  eaj' — "  Wi 
want  uniformity  of  decisions;"  and  i 
that  case  ho  thought  the  course  of  ju 
tice  was  likely  to  be  somewhat  interfen 
with.     Tho  system  which   tho  Govern' 
ment  proposed    to  ]iursue   must   necoi 
snrily  bring  about  that  vicious  state  of 
things ;  aud,   therefore,  he  hoped   that 
some  Member  of  the  Government  would 
rise,  cither  then  or  later  on,   and  giva 
them  some  assurance  that  these  live  ma- 
gistrates were  not  to  be  placed  ovur  the 
heads   of    all  the   other  magistrates  in 
Ireland.     The  Bill  had  much  more  im 
portance  than  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea 
sury  had  attributed  to  it ;  and  he  though 
tho  hon.  Gentleman  would  be  well  ad 
vised  either  to  withdraw  it  altogether  foi 
that  Session,  or,  at  any  rate,  put  it  of 
imtil  it  could  be  properly  discussed. 

Mr.  WARTON  pointed  out  that  th« 
Bill  was  against  tho  spirit  of  the  Act  of 
37  &  38  Vict.,  which  provided  that  thaS 
Resident  Magistrates  in  Irelaud  fhould 
bo  in  certain  classes — not  more  than  '2i 
in  Class  1,  and  not  more  than  32  i 
Class  2,  and  a  certain  number  in  Class  3, 
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the  salaries  being  for  each  tlnss  more 

than  for  the  class  below  it.     He  cou- 

^^  tended  that  this  Bill,  which  dealt  with 

^P>«o  small  a  matter,   ought  not  to  have 

Been  decorated  with  tho  title  of  "  Money 

Bill,"    which   had   led  many  Members 

interested  in  the  question  to  go  away 

under  the  impression  that  it  was  blocked. 

Mil.  IIAREINOTON  said,  bethought 

^^  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  .Secretary  to  the 

^ftTroasury  could  not  have  communicated 

^B  vith  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the   Lord 

Lieuteuant  of  Ireland,  because  the  views 

he   had   expressed   in    its    justification 

•were  not  embodied  in  the  Bill  before 

^_  the  House.     Ho  asked  the  hon.  Gontle- 

^Kman  how  he  could  jai^tify  the  insertion 

^Wn  the  Bill  of  such  a  clause  as  that  which 

^Kl)egan — 

^H  "Provided  thiit  no  more  than  tivo  of  euch 
^Hinagistratea  shall  at  any  time  bo  entitled  to 
^"leceive  liy  way  of  sniarj-  &c.  f  " 

It  seemed  to  him  that  if' the  statement 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  true, 
and  if,  as  was  alleged,  the  argument  of 
tho  hon.  Member  for  Alimaghan  (Mr. 
Ilealy)  was  not  justified  by  facts,  tliis 
was  an  idle  provision  to  insert  in  the 
Bill.  It  also  seemed  to  him  that  if  they 
were  to  allow  the  Act  to  pass  in  its  pre- 
sent form  the  Government  would  have 
an  opportunity  under  the  Estimates  of 
further  increasing  the  s.ilnrics  of  the 
lagistratcs  in  Ireland.    He  looked  par- 

Iticularly  to  this  question  of  salaries ;  and 
~16  considered  that  the  action  of  the  Go- 
rernmeut  iu  introducing  this  Bill  at  a 
ite  period  of  the  .Session,  and  at  a  time 
rheu  the  public  mind  iu  Ireland  had,  to 
groat  extent,  settled  down,  as  nothing 
short  of  a  deliberate  attempt  to  stir  up 
strife  in  Ireland.  No  matter  what  might 
be  the  end  and  aim  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Cliief  .Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  it  could  not 
fail  to  stir  up  feeling,  because  the  Bill 
was  known  to  be  an  effort  to  reward 
men  who  had  been  established  as  a 
Directory  in  Ireland  during  the  last  few 
years,  simply  because  they  had   done 

ktheir  duty  towards  their  friends.     Then, 

i^ho  were  the  men  whose  salorios  were 

be  increased  ?     Would  the  right  hon. 

gentleman  give  an  assurance  that  Mr. 

iJlitford  Lloyd  was   not   one  of  theru  ? 

'Again,  he  had  to  ask  whether  Captain 
Plunkelt  was  included  in  the  number  ? 
Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd,  in  the  worst  days, 
had  never  been  so  brutal  or  reckless  of 
the  feelings  of  the  people  of  Ireland  as 


Captain  Plunkott  had  been  ;  and,  by  this 
Bill,  the  Government  were  simply  open- 
ing up  again  questions  with  regard  to 
the  conduct  of  this  man  which  had  al- 
ready been  discusaed.  He  was  astonished 
that  hon.  Members  opposite  thould  re- 
main out  of  their  beds  to  enable  tho 
Irish  E.xeciitive  to  perpetrate  a  job  for 
the  administration  of  Ireland.  li  these 
men  were  entitled  to  reword  there  might 
be  more  reasons  for  the  Bill.  But  'when 
it  was  known  that  they  were  simply  mea 
of  one  or  two  years'  standing,  that  they 
were  not  men  of  local  position  or  experi- 
ence, it  was  quite  clear  that  it  was  only 
because  they  were  the  relatives  of  Lords 
and  of  certain  gentlemen  who  could  put 
the  machinery  of  tho  Government  ia 
motion  iu  Ireland  that  a  Bill  was  brought 
iu  to  incrca.se  their  salaries.  The  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  for  Galway  (Colonel 
Nolan)  had  drawn  attention  to  the  enor- 
mous salaries  which  these  officials  al- 
ready received  ;  and  he  had  shown  that, 
over  and  above  their  fixed  salary,  they 
received  allowances  for  horses  and  or- 
derlies, and  that  if  they  did  not  employ 
the  police  they  received  £20  or  £30 
a-year  for  orderlies  to  carry  their  mes- 
sages. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  need 
not  be  at  all  incredulous  on  this  matter; 
he  had  very  little  practical  knowlodgo 
of  Irish  questions,  and  Irish  Members 
had  been  brought  into  more  intimate 
connection  with  the  magistrates  of  Ire- 
land than  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
and  they  could  speak  more  correctly  as 
to  their  duties  and  the  manner  in  which 
they  discharged  them.  One  of  tho  first 
debates  of  the  present  Session  arose  with 
regard  to  these  extraordinai-j'  magis- 
trates, and  day  by  day  Questions  were 
asked  iu  that  House  concerning  their 
conduct.  They  had  recently  a  statement 
read  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the  City 
of  Cork  (Mr.  Pamell),  signed  by  the 
members  of  the  Corporation  of  Limerick, 
to  tlie  effect  that  their  city  had  been 
kept  in  a  state  of  tui'moil  from  the  mo- 
ment Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd  went  there  to 
the  moment  when  he  loft,  at  which  time 
every  kind  of  disturbance  disappeared. 
These  magistrates  did  not  belong  to  the 
people — they  belonged  to  the  landlord 
class,  and  they  used  their  position  to 
serve  the  class  interested  in  oppressing 
the  people ;  and,  so  long  as  the  Govern- 
ment endowed  them  with  enormous  sala- 
ries, tho  Government  might  be  assured 
there  would  bo  the  element  of  continue^ 
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disturbance  in  Ireland,  and  a  source  of 
trouble  to  the  Government  whenever 
Irish  Members  had  an  opportunitv  of 
addressing  that  House  on  the  qupfitiont 
He  thought  that  tlie  Irish  Qovemment 
should  have  learned  by  experience  in 
past  years,  by  disturbances  occurring 
in  the  country,  and,  above  all,  by  tlie 
abominable  actions  recently  brought  to 
light,  not  to  endow  tbe  magistrates  with 
the  enormous  salaries  proposed.  By  thi» 
Bill  the  Government  proposed,  iu  the 
first  place,  to  divide  the  country  into 
sections,  and  to  put  it  under  the  charge 
of  a  certain  number  of  magistrates. 
Now,  that  was  entirely  opposed  to  the 
feelings  of  the  people,  and  was  a  system 
which  the  Government  would  not  for 
one  moment  think  of  introducing  into 
this  country.  How,  then,  did  they  justify 
its  introduction  into  Ireland?  It  was 
certainly  not  for  the  purpose  of  keeping 
peace  in  that  country  ;  the  object  of  the 
Bill  could  not  be  to  further  the  interests 
of  peace  and  order.  Its  effect  would  be 
directly  opposite  to  that  ;  and  it  was 
never  in  the  interest  of  peace  that  such 
a  proposal  occurred  to  the  minds  of 
whatever  Ministers  were  responsible  for 
the  Bill.  It  was  simply  to  order  a  cer- 
taiu  number  of  officials  to  be  rewarded 
for  their  deliberate  lying  and  slandering 
the  people,  and  for  the  manner  in  which 
they  had  kopt  them  in  a  state  of  excite- 
ment during  the  last  few  years.  The 
persons  he  had  mentioned  had  reduced 
the  names  of  the  mngistraoy  and  Go- 
vernment to  a  ecandal.  He  thought  it 
his  duty  to  protest  in  the  strongest 
manner  against  the  action  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  introducing  the  Bill  at  that 
period  of  the  Session.  There  was  no 
necessity  for  the  Bill  ;  the  people  of 
Ireland  did  not  want  it,  and  the  persons 
to  be  served  by  it  were  the  small  land- 
lord class  only.  They  were  not  men  of 
experience,  nor  men  of  intelligence ;  nor 
were  they  men  whoso  impartial  deoling 
bad  commended  them  to  the  confidence 
of  the  people ;  on  the  contrary,  the  men 
who  were  to  receive  the  advantage  of 
the  Act  were  the  disturbers  of  the  peace, 
men  who  would  use  their  position  to 
Ber\-e  the  class  to  which  they  belonged, 
and  who  wero  likely  to  be  a  continual 
source  of  strife  and  disorder. 

Mh.  KENNY  said,  it  appeared  that, 
owing  to  the  "  unfortunate  conscienlious- 
ne«8 "  with  which  the  Estimates  were 
prepared,  hon.  Members  had  Bomotimes 

Mr.  Harringlon 


an  opportunity  of  discovering  very  ex- 
traordinary breaches  of  the  Orders  of 
the  House  with  regard  to  the  Vote  for 
the  Irish  Magistracy.  80  far  back  aa 
Inst  March  a  discussion  took  place  in 
that  House  upon  a  Vote  asked  for  by 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury.  That 
Vote  was  one  which  was  illegal  in  re- 
spout  of  its  being  in  excess  of  the  amount 
allowed  by  the  State;  but  at  the  timo  it 
was  argued  skilfully  by  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  and  also  by  the  Attorney 
General  for  England,  tbat  the  matter! 
would  be  set  right  by  the  fact  that  thoj 
Votes  had  to  be  legalized  by  the  Appro- 
priation Act,  and  that  the  passing  of  that 
Act  was  sufficient  in  itself  to  legalize 
any  Vote  of  money  passed  in  tbat 
House.  That  was  the  opinion  wliioh 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  put  for- 
ward in  very  definite  language.  Ho  I 
would  quote  from  Uaniard,  because  tho 
expression  made  use  of  on  that  occa- 
sion by  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  in 
replying  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Queen's 
County  (Mr.  A.  O'Connor),  seemed  to 
him  of  importance.  The  hon.  Member 
said  that  what  he  stated  was  that  the 
terms  of  the  Ait  would  be  superseded 
by  tho  terms  of  tho  Appropriation  Act. 
Now,  be  (Mr.  Kenny)  wauted  to  know,  if 
tho  terms  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  wt-re 
to  be  superseded  by  the  Appropriation 
Act,  what  was  the  use  of  introducing,'at 
that  hour  of  the  morning,  a  Bill  which 
must  be  entirely  unnecessary  ?  It 
seemed  to  bim  that  every  argument  ad- 
vanced at  the  time  by  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  tended  to  show  that  the 
House  of  Commons  was  now  being 
asked  to  go  through  a  mockery,  and  to 
waste  the  public  time.  He  should' now 
like  to  ask  what  were  the  functions  of 
the  five  gentlemen  whom  it  was  proposed 
to  pay  under  this  Act  ? 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  were 
not  present;  House  counted,  and  40 
Members  being  found  present, 

Mb.    KENNY,   continuing,    said,    be 
was,   when   he  was   interrupted  by  the 
counting   of    the   House,    askiug   what  ^J 
were  the  special  functions  of  tho  gentle- ^H 
men  whom  it  was  proposed  to  appoint  ^^ 
and  to  pay  enormous  salaries  undiT  this 
Act?     As  well  as  he  could  understand, 
the  functions  of  those  gentlemen  wei*e  to 
8uper\-ise  the  actions  of  the  various  Sti- 
peudiarj-  Magistrates  within    their  dis- 
trict, and  to  repreaent  to  Dublin  Oastle 
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occasionally  tbo  rosnlt  of  their  experi- 
ence ;  but,  beyond  that,  to  take  no  active 
part  in  discharging  any  duties  which 
were  usually  discharged  by  magistrates, 
or  to  serve  an3'  useful  purpose  whatever 
in  Ireland.  Now,  it  was  proposed  to  pay 
these  men  £1,000  a-year,  and  it  was  pro- 
posed, in  addition,  to  allowthem  a  sum  of 
£100  for  expenses;  in  other  words,  fhoy 
were  each  to  rocrivo£l,100  a-year.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Cluef  Secre- 
tary made,  at  one  time,  a  great  deal  of 
the  proposed  saving  on  the  allowunces. 
The  ordinary  magistrates  in  Ireland 
sacceeded  in  obtaining  from  the  Trea- 
sury something  1ike£^G0  fornllownQces, 
and  these  gentlemen  were  only  to  re- 
ceive au  allowance  of  £100  each  per 
annum.  The  difference  was  very  easily 
nofouuted  for,  hocnuso  the  men  wlio  wore 
stationed  in  diti'erent  districts  had,  prac- 
tically, little  or  no  work  to  do  ;  whereas 
the  ordinary  Resident  Magistrates  had  to 
travel  from  place  to  place  for  the  pur- 
pose of  proceeding  to  Petty  Sessions 
Courts.  He  should  like  to  hear  from 
some  responsible  Irish  official — the  So- 
licitor General  (Mr.  Walker)  was  the 
only  responsible  official  now  in  his  place 
— and  he  (Mr.  Kenny)  should  like  to 
know  from  him  what  particular  advan- 
tage there  was  in  appointing  a  man  like 
Mr.  Reed  to  preside  in  the  County  Gal- 
way  ?  How  would  that  gentleman  know 
what  took  place  in  a  remote  district  of 
Connemara  ?  The  proposed  appoint- 
ments seemed  to  be  entirelj'  superfluous. 
lie  was  not  much  in  favour  of  centrali- 
zation ;  but  the  species  of  centralization 
which  was  now  proposed  seemed  to  him 
to  be  the  worst  of  all,  because  it  dele- 
gated to  minor  officials  the  powers  which 
at  the  present  time  wore  discharged  by 
men  in  a  more  responsible  position,  and 
who  had  a  check  placed  over  them  which 
the  new  magistrates  would  be  entirely 
free  from.  He  should  also  like  to  know 
what  assurance  the  Government  would 
bo  prepared  to  give  that  tiie  men  who 
wore  appointed  would  not  be  equally  as 
objectionable  to  the  people  as  Mr.  Clif- 
ford Ll'iyd  was ?  The  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  made  a  great  deal,  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Session,  of  the  statement 
tiiat  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd  was  not  duly  ap- 
pointed ;  but  the  Iri.'-h  people  had  no 
guarantee  that  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd  would 
not  be  re-appointed  at  some  future  date. 
Anyhow,  they  were  perfectly  aware  that 
one  of  the  officials  proposed  to  be  made 
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under  this  Act  was  Captain  Plunkett, 
who,  if  it  wore  possible,  was  evtn  more 
obnoxious  than  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd.  Of 
the  four  Special  Magistrates  receiving 
these  allowances,  three  of  them  were  Pro- 
testants, and  only  one.  Captain  Plunkett, 
was  nominally  a  Catholic,  or  he  pre- 
tended to  be  something  of  the  sort. 
They  would  like  to  know  whether  it  wa8 
proposed  to  continue  to  appoint  to  these 
important  positions  men  who  were  of  the 
Protestant  religion,  men  who  were  Free- 
masons, and  who  were  probably  ap- 
pointed to  these  responsible  positions 
because  they  were  Freemasons  ?  He  did 
not  think  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
was  at  all  well  advised  in  introducing  a 
Bill  of  that  kiud  at  that  period  of  tiio 
Session.  It  was  perfectly  clear  that  the 
Bill  had  very  little  or  no  chance  of  pass- 
ing ;  and  upon  his  (Mr.  Courtney's)  own 
showing,  at  an  earlier  period  of  the 
Session,  and  on  the  showing  of  the  hon. 
ond  learned  Gentleman  the  Solicitor 
General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Walker),  the 
Bill  was  entirely  unnecessary  and  frivo- 
lous. He  (Mr.  Kenny)  hoped  that  if  the 
Bill  was  intended  to  proceed  further, 
many  very  sweeping  alterations  would 
lie  made  in  it  during  its  passage  through 
Committee.  He  noticed  in  the  Bill  a 
groat  many  points  that  required  remedy- 
ing ;  and  be  found  that  his  Colleagues 
objected  to  many  of  the  details  of  the 
Bill,  short  as  it  was.  He  supposed  he 
and  his  hon.  Friends  could  not  very  well 
prevent  the  Bill  being  read  a  second 
time  at  that  Sitting  ;  but  there  was  one 
thing  certain,  and  that  was  that,  even 
at  the  risk  of  prolonging  the  Session  for 
an  indefinite  period,  they  must  demand 
that  in  Committee  the  Bill  should  re- 
ceive full  and  ample  consideration. 

Mr.  gray  said,  that  if  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  was  dtterminod  to 
take  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  that 
night,  B8  he  evidently  was,  he  (Mr. 
Gray)  took  it  that  it  would  have  to  be 
by  the  exercise  of  those  physical  powers 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  used  to  dis- 
play with  80  much  advantage  when  he 
sat  upon  the  Opposition  side  of  the 
House.  Ho  (Mr.  Gray)  remembered 
that  at  that  time  the  hon.  Gentleman 
thought  nothing  of  sitting  up  till  5  or  6 
o'clix  k  in  the  morning  when  he  wonted 
to  elucidate  the  condition  of  the  Zulus, 
or  the  ijouth  African  problem ;  indeed, 
it  was  only  about  5  or  6  in  the  morn- 
ing that  the  boa.  Qentlemon  used  to  get 
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lively.  This  Bill  was  from  every  con- 
ceivable point  most  objectionable,  and 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  being  pressed 
forward  that  night  was  only  charac- 
teristic of  it  as  a  whole.  He  could 
scarcely  imagine  what  the  House  would 
think  of  a  measure  of  this  kind  if  it 
referred  to  any  other  portion  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  it  was  being  dealt 
with  in  the  manner  in  which  the  Go- 
vernment was  dealing  with  this  Bill. 
In  the  first  place,  they  had  an  exceed- 
ingly important  measure  introduced 
without  any  kind  of  explanation,  and  in 
the  absence  of  the  responsible  Minister 
who  ought  to  have  charge  of  it,  and 
who  ought  to  be  prepared  to  explain 
and  defend  it.  In  the  second  place,  they 
had  the  vast  majority  of  the  Members 
representing  that  portion  of  the  King- 
dom with  which  the  Bill  dealt  strongly 
opposed  to  it,  and  they  had  present  a 
bare  quorum  of  the  House  composed  of 
English  and  Scotch  Members,  most  of 
whom,  happily  for  themselves,  had  been 
enjoying  that  repose  hero  which  they 
ought  to  have  been  enjoyiug,  and  which 
they  would  have  been  enjoying,  more 
comfortably  elsewhere,  but  for  the  action 
of  the  hon.  Gentlemon  the  Secretary  ta 
the  Treasury,  and  who  were  only  n^- 
maiuing  to  force  their  opinions,  or  the 
opinions  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
upon  the  Irish  people.     Well,  if  such  a 

Srooedure  were  applied  to  Scotland,  the 
cotch  Members  would  resist  it  very 
determinedly,  and  probably  very  much 

I'jnore  acrimoniously  than  the  Irish  Mem- 
"bers  were  resisting  this  Bill.  But  the 
Government  would  never  dream  for  a 
moment  of  attempting  at  4  o'clock,  or 
half-past  3  o'clock  in  the  morning,  of 
forcing  a  Scotch  Bill  through  the  House 
in  spite  of  the  determined  opposition  of 
the  Scotch  Eepresentatives  who  hap- 
pened to  be  in  attendance  ;  they  would 

laever  dream  of  doing  such  a  thing  with 
teference  to  the  smallest  detail  of  Eng- 
lish legislation.  Of  course,  this  Bill 
merely  referred  to  Ireland,  and  as  it  was 
merely  the  Representatives  of  Ireland 
who  objected  to  it,  it  was  a  good  sub- 
ject for  a  joke  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment. He  had  no  doubt  the  Govern- 
lent  would  succeed  that  night  in  doing 

"^what  they  desired.  Whether  it  would 
serve  good  government  in  Ireland,  or 
serve  the  rapid  advance  of  Governmental 
Business  during  the  remainder  of  the 
Session,  was  yet  to  be  seen.     Now,  what 
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was  the  justification  which  the  right  hon . 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  endea- 
voured to  make  out  for  the  somewhat 
changed  views  of  the  Government  with 
reference  to  this  mca.sure  ?  ITie  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  had  denied  that 
there  had  been  any  change  of  front  at 
all,  and  that  the  introduction  of  a  note 
in  the  Estimates  was  suflicient  in  itself 
to  sanction  the  payment  of  these  in- 
creased salaries,  and  that  the  legality 
would  be  quite  covered  by  embodying 
the  practical  repeal  of  a  former  Act  of 
Parliament  in  the  Appropriation  Bill. 
Now,  for  the  sake  of  omitting  a  note  in 
the  Estimates,  the  hon.  Gentleman  did 
not  hesitate,  as  the  Representative  of 
the  Government  that  night,  to  contend 
with  tho  entire  body  of  Irish  Members. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  had  not  got  one 
single  Irish  Member  that  night  to  say 
one  solitary  word  in  support  of  his  Bill, 
iind  lie  evidently  did  not  care  whether 
ho  did  or  not.  For  the  sake  of  omitting 
a  note  in  the  Estimates,  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman would  keep  the  Irish  Members 
there  until  their  right  of  speech  was 
exhausted,  until  their  energies,  which 
could  not  compete  with  those  of  the  hon. 
Member  himself — until  they  were  ex- 
hausted, and  until  he  had  forced  the  Bill 
through  a  second  reading.  The  Bill 
contained  a  vitally  important  principle  ; 
but  if  the  contention  of  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  were  con-ect — namely,  that 
tho  payment  of  these  Resident  Magis- 
trates would  be  legally  covered  by  an 
Estimate  embodied  in  the  Appropriation 
Bill,  the  position  was  very  different  in- 
deed, if  that  method  were  adopted,  than 
it  would  be  if  the  method  which  they  now 
proposed  were  acceded  to — namely,  the 
embodiment  of  the  Estimate  in  a  separate 
Bill.  What  was  the  case  ?  The  condi- 
tion of  Ireland  for  the  last  few  years 
had  been  exceedingly  exceptional.  As 
had  been  pointed  out  by  former  speakers, 
in  coiiSL-queneo  of  the  distress  and  ex- 
citement and  agitation  which  had  pre- 
vailed, crime  had  existed  in  the  country. 
Under  similar  circumstances  there  would 
be  an  unusual  amount  of  crime  in  any 
country.  The  Government,  however, 
found  the  necessity  of  taking  extra- 
ordinary measures  to  deal  with  the  state 
of  aQ'airs.  One  of  the  extraordinary 
measures  they  took — wisely  or  unwisely, 
ho  did  not  propose  to  discuss  now — was 
the  appointment  of  a  number  of  gentle- 
men whom  they  were  pleased  to  call 
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Special  Resident  Magistrates,  and  whom 
they  endowed  with  excBptional  powers. 
They  wanted  to  pay  these  gentlemen, 
and  they  did  pay  them,  special  remunera- 
tion for  their  services,  and  up  to  this 
they  had  embodied  the  payments  in  the 
Estimates.  From  the  explanation  of  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury— he  (Mr.  Gray) 
had  not  louked  at  the  Estimates  himself, 
for  he  was  not  present  when  the  subject 
was  discussed  some  time  ago — the  Trea- 
sury put  a  sub-note  to  the  Estimates 
calling  attention  to  the  fact  that  special 
remuneration  was  meted  out  to  the 
Special  Resident  Magistrates  in  question. 
Now,  if  that  procedure  was  followed  in 
tlie  future  this  fact  would  he  clearly 
marked  out — that  this  was  an  exceptional 
transaction  which  th<j  Irish  people  might 
liope  some  day  or  other  to  see  an  end  of, 
and  it  would  be  a  legitimate  subject  fur 
discussion  on  the  Estimates  whenever 
the  Irish  Members  thought  fit  to  raise 
it,  until  the  time  had  come  when  an 
arrangement  of  a  permanent  character 
was  made  and  the  note  for  the  excep- 
tional demand  disappeared.  That  would 
be  proper  and  perfectly  legitimate;  but 
■  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  wanted  to 
got  rid  of  the  opportunity  of  discussion — 
he  wanted  to  shelve  this  question  once 
for  all,  and  he  wanted  to  obtain,  not  a 
Vote  to  reward  five  men  for  exceptional 
services  rendered  in  exceptional  times, 
but  the  power,  in  perpetuity,  of  selecting 
from  the  Irish  Resident  Magistracy  five 
men  to  be  specially  rewarded  for  special 
political  services.  If  there  was  one  prin- 
ciple more  dear  to  the  average  English- 
m  an  than  another,  and  which  was  treated 
as  absolutely  a  portion  of  th  o  Constitution , 
it  WU9  that  the  Judges  of  the  land,  and 
the  Judges  in  an  inferior  position  to 
those  in  the  Superior  Courts,  should  be, 
in  the  first  place,  unapproachable,  and 
should,  in  the  second  ploce,  be  placed 
above  political  temptation  by  having 
their  position  fixed,  and  should  not  be 
subject  to  have  their  judgments  or 
actions  warjied  by  political  rewards 
which  might  bo  held  out  to  them.  But 
that  was  all  very  tine  aud  admirable  for 
England  ;  but  for  Ireland  it  was  a  mere 
subject  of  jest  between  the  Attorney 
General  (Sir  Henry  James)  and  the  Se- 
cretary to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Courtney), 
[  ■who  could  not  even  conceal  their  laughter 
I  at  the  notion  that  priuciples  which  were 
1  sacred  in  England  were  at  all  applicable 
I  to   Ireland.     It   was  now  proposed  to 


leave  the  position  of  the  ordinary  body 
of  Resident  Magistrates  in  Ireland  ab- 
solutely unchanged,  and  to  pay  those 
magistrates  salaries  varying  from  a 
minimum  of  £300  to  a  maximum  of  £500 
a-yoar.  But  it  was  proposed  to  take 
power  by  this  Bill  to  select,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Executive  of  the  day,  fire 
of  these  magistrates  to  be  rewarded  with 
twice  the  maximum  salary.  He  had 
looked  over  the  evidence  given  before  the 
Commission  to  which  refei-encehad  been 
made,  and  he  found  that  the  first  wit- 
ness examined  was  the  gentleman  who 
signed  the  Memorial  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, on  which  Memorial  the  Commis- 
sion was  issued.  Mr.  Edward  Fitzgerald 
Ryan  was  examined,  and  said  his  salary 
was  £500  a-year,  and  that  he  had  held 
the  post  of  Resident  Magistrate  since 
February,  1846 — that  was  to  say,  that 
at  the  time  he  was  examined  he  bad 
held  the  office  for  nearly  40  years. 
This  man  had  served  the  Queen  faith- 
fully for  nearly  40  years,  and  he 
and  such  as  he  had  done  their  duty  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Ci-own,  and  the 
Executive,  aud  probably  also  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  people  for  35  or  40 
years ;  he  and  such  as  ho  were  to  be  left 
at  a  salary  of  £500  a-year,  while  Mr. 
Clifford  Lloyd,  Mr.  Blake,  and  Captain 
Plunkett,  who  only  came  over  two  or 
three  years  ago,  who  had  made  them- 
selves extremely  obnoxious,  who  had 
been  the  cause  of  great  disturbances,  of 
quartering  extra  police  on  many  dis- 
tricts, and  the  etfects  of  whose  mischievous 
system  would  long  be  felt  in  the  country, 
were  to  be  picked  out  and  rewarded 
with  double  salary  of  the  men  who  had 
really  done  their  duty  faithfully.  The 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  proposed  that 
they  should  give  to  the  Executive,  in 
perpetuity,  the  power  thus  to  corrupt 
the  entire  Ikfagistrncy  of  Ireland,  because 
the  evil  effects  of  the  proposed  system 
would  not  be  confined  to  the  five  men 
who  would  be  appointed  in  the  first 
place.  The  Executive  would  have  an 
improper  and  corruptive  influence  over 
the  Ee.sidcnt  Magistrates  in  the  country; 
the  Resident  Magistrates  would  have 
constantly  dangling  before  their  eyes  a 
reward  of  a  double  salary,  if  only  they 
made  themselves  sufficiently  obnoxious 
to  the  people.  Aud  that  was  the  little 
Bill  which  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
said  was  a  mere  formality.  That  was 
what  the  hon.  Gentleman  gave  them  to 
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understand  was  the  effect  of  the  Bill, 
the  second  ruaiUug  of  which  ho  proposed 
in  the  absence  of  the  responsible  Minis- 
ter the  Chief  Secretary  in  a  two  sen- 
tence speech;  and  were  he  (Mr.  Gray) 
and  his  Friends  to  bo  considered  un- 
reasonable or  obstructive  because  they 
opposed  such  a  Bill  as  that  by  all  tbe 
Forms  of  the  Ilouse  ?  He  did  not  hesi- 
tate to  say  that  if  the  same  priniiplo 
were  to  be  applied  to  the  portions  of  the 
country  represented  by  other  hon.  Mem- 
bers, tliose  hon.  jM embers  would  do  pre- 
cisely the  same  as  the  Irish  Members 
■were  now  doing,  and  it  did  poor  credit 
to  tbe  good  sense  of  English  or  Scuteli 
Membei-s  to  remain  there  at  the  dictation 
of  the  Government  Whips  for  the  pur- 
pose of  crushing  tbe  Irish  Members. 
Of  course,  the  si)eecbea  tliat  were  made 
were  of  no  interest  to  English  and  Scotch 
Members.  Naturally  enough  they  were 
not  affected  by  the  Bill,  their  consti- 
tuencies would  not  be  harassed  or  over- 
taxed by  the  action  of  the  men  it  was 
proposed  to  create  a  si)ecial  class  by  this 
Bill ;  but  the  people  of  Ireland  know  by 
experience  the  mischief  that  such  men 
had  caused  in  Ireland.  The  Irish  people 
knew  perfectly  well  that  if  they  gavo 
power  to  override  the  ordinary  law,  and 
to  bold  out  to  Judges  the  prospect  of 
exceptional  and  enormous  rewards  for 
what  tbe  Government  called  special  ser- 
■vices,  but  what  the  Irish  people  called 
special  injuries,  the  effect  upon  the  coun- 
try would  be  most  disastrous.  What 
was  the  excuse  for  this  proposal  ?  A 
few  years  ago  a  Memorial  signed  on  the 
part  of  all  the  Resident  Magistrates  of 
Ireland,  complaining  that  their  pay  was 
fixed  in  the  year  1836  at  a  figure  which 
was  altogether  inadequate  now-a-days, 
in  view  of  the  increased  cost  of  living, 
was  presented  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 
The  Government,  at  the  request  of  the 
Memorialists,  appointed  a  Uoyal  Com- 
mission to  inquire  into  the  grievances  of 
the  Resident  Magistrates,  and  in  the 
Treasury  Minute  appointing  the  Com- 
mission it  was  stated  that  they  had 
written  to  Mr.  Ryan  to  the  following 
effect: — That  his  Memorial  of  the  171h 
instant,  representing  the  insufSciency  of 
the  salaries  received  by  the  Resident 
Magistrates,  had  been  brought  under  the 
notice  of  Her  Mojesty's  Government, 
and  that  the  subject  would  be  included 
in  the  scope  of  the  inquiries  about  to  be 
made  by  the  Commission  into  the  salaries 
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of  the  Civil  servants  of  Ireland,  and  it 
was  added  that — 

"  ITiB  present  system  of  ollownnces  to  Ren- 
dent  JIagistnitea  is  uunsidered  to  be  open  to 
objoctiou,  .ind  tliat  the  iitttntion  of  the  Com- 
inissionerB  will  Ijo  directed,  not  only  to  the 
amount  of  salnries  received  by  magiatrates,  but 
also  to  placing  their  emoluments  under  more 
satitl'nctory  regulation." 
Was  that  done  in  this  Bill  ?  Why,  there 
was  not  a  single  word  to  that  effect. 
The  wliolo  body  of  magistrates  applied 
to  have  a  reasonable  increase  made  to 
their  salaries,  whiih  varied  from  a  mini- 
mum of  £300  to  a  maximum  of  £500  a- 
year.  A  Commission  was  appointed, 
evidence  was  received,  and  the  Commis* 
sion  recommended  various  increases. 
The  Government  did  not  attach  any  im- 
portance to  those  recommendations,  or, 
if  they  did,  they  did  not  act  upon  any 
single  one  of  them.  Instead  of  that  they 
introduced  an  extraordinary  Bill  giving 
power  to  double  the  masimum  salaries 
of  five  individual  rongif-trates,  and  leave 
the  condition  of  the  Resident  Magistrates 
in  Ireland  unchanged.  The  Government 
did  not  think  it  necessary  to  say  one 
single  word  in  justilication  of  this  mea- 
sure, not  even  one  word  of  explanation 
until  it  was  wrung  reluctantly  from  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  by  the  oppo- 
sition of  Irish  Members,  though  they 
did  think  they  wore  quite  justified  in 
keeping  a  House  until  that  hour  (3.40) 
to  compel  the  Representatives  of  Ireland 
to  pass  the  second  reading  of  tlie  Bill. 
The  Irish  Members  did  not  pretend  to 
have  the  marvellous  powers  which  en- 
abled the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  to 
resist  so  long  and  so  successfully  on 
some  previous  occasions  large  majoritiea 
in  the  House  of  Commons  when  that 
hon.  Gentleman  found  himself  in  Oppo- 
sition. They  were  not  able  to  8p»ak  for 
two  or  three  hours  at  a  stretch  in  the 
face  of  a  majority  who  would  not  listen 
to  one  word  they  said,  a  feat  he  remem- 
bered the  hon.  Gentleman  performing  in 
speaking  upon  the  question  of  Woman 
Suffrage.  ["Oh,  oh!"]  Well,  per- 
haps the  hon.  Gentleman  only  spoke  an 
hour  or  an  hour  and  a-half ;  but  he 
seemed  to  speak  two  or  three  hours.  If 
the  Irish  Members  did  not  succeed  in 
counting  out  the  House  on  this  occasion, 
the  Government  would  exhaust  them 
and  succeed  in  carrying  the  second  read- 
ing ;  but  they  would  probably  prolong 
thereby  the  debates  in  Supply  for  two 
or  three  days.     The  action  tJie  Goveni- 
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nient  were  now  taking  had  caused  the 
greatest  discontent   in   Ireland,   nnd   it 
would  still  further  demoralizo  the  whole 
body   of    Resident  Magistrates   in   the 
.country;   it  would   make  the  Resident 
[ilagistrates  discontented  ;  it  would  give 
[to  tlie  officials  of  Dublin  Castle  further 
^ineans  of  corrufitian,  which  undoubtedly 
fthey  would  use,  as  they  always  had  used 
itliein,  in  opposition  to  the  interests  of 
the  country ;  it  would  increase  the  diffi- 
culties of  governing  Irelnnd,  and,  por- 
Ifionally,  he  failed  to  see  what  conceivable 
Igood  object  could  bo  served  by  it. 

Mtt.  SMALL  said,  that  as  he  listened 
^to  the  progress  of  the  debate  he  was  ro- 
mindod  of  one  that  took  place   in   the 
^Eouse  during  the  last  Session,  a  short 
lime   after   ho    had   the   honour   to    be 
elected  a  Member  of  the  House.     The 
lebate  appeared  to  bo  very  similar  to 
the  one  which  took  place  upon  tiie  Bill 
kfor  tljo  roconstitution  of  tlie  Constabu- 
lary Force  in  Irelaud.     As  if  it  were  to 
make  the  parallel  more  remarkable,  the 
Irish  Constabulary  Bill  also  singled  out 
five  officers  for  special  rewards.     That 
Bill  came  tu  a  more  untimely  end  than 
its  promoters  wished,  and  he  liad  little 
doubt  that  would  be  the  fate  of  the  Bill 
now  under  consideration.     He  listened 
most  attentively  to  the  speech  whicli  the 
hon.   Gentleman  the  Secretary  to    the 
reasury  made  in  introducing  the  mea- 
sure, and  from  that  speech  he  gathered 
jthat  the  principal  reason  for  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Bill  was  that  the  Ti-easury 
might  be  spared  the  trouble  of  putting 
some  foot-note  in  the  Estimates  in  future 
years.       That    argument    he   failed   to 
understand ;    betauso    if   the   payments 
which  had  been  made  in  former  years 
were  legal,   what  earthly  necessity  was 
"ihere  for  a  special  Bill   providiag   for 
those  payments  ?  If  the  payments,  how- 
ver,   were  not  legal,   did  the  Govern- 
eut  mean  to  say  that  it  was  coming  to 
[the  House  to  ask  for  a   Bill  of  ludem- 
ity  ?     He  had  taken  the  trouble  to  look 
to  the    atcounts  which   had   hitherto 
gulatcd  the  salaries  of  Resident  Magis- 
rates  in  Ireland,  and  he  had  observed 
ith  some  surprise  there  had  been  a  regu- 
T  and  constant  rise  in  tiie  salaries  of 
ose  officials.     Why  that  should  be  so 
reatly  puzzled  him,  and  it  had  puzzled 
im  all  the  more  because  the  population 
I  Ireland  had  not  increased  during  the 
,st  30  or  40  years.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
'the  number  of  people  in  Ireland,  over 


whom  the  Resident  Magistrates  had 
exercised  jurisdiction,  had  very  much 
decreased  instead  of  inorea.sing ;  and, 
therefore,  he  could  not  see  why  the  pet 
otBcials  of  the  English  Government  in 
Irelnnd  should  receive  larger  salaries 
with  a  smaller  number  of  people  to  deal 
with  and  with  similar  duties  to  perform. 
In  the  year  1836  an  Act  was  passed  de- 
claring that  every  magistrate  appointed 
should  receive  a  salary  not  exceeding 
£400  a-year ;  but  the  House  must  bear 
in  mind  that  the  Act  did  not  declare  that 
every  magistrate  should  receive  that 
amount,  but  that  that  shotild  be  the 
maximum,  and  a  magistrate  might  hare 
received  only  a  nominal  salary.  In  1853 
another  Act  was  passed,  by  which  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  was  empowered  to  in- 
crease the  salaries  of  not  more  than  20 
magistrates  to  a  sum  not  exceeding  £500 
per  annum,  and  there,  again,  £500  was 
the  maximum  that  any  magistrate  could 
receive.  Since  that  time  the  salaries  of 
these  magistrates  had  been  increased  at 
ditftrent  periods,  until  at  last,  by  an  Act 
37  &  3H  Fict.,  they  were  divided  into 
three  classes.  The  third  class  were, 
under  that  Act,  to  receive  salaries  of 
£-300,  or  not  exceeding  £425  ;  the  second 
class  were  to  receive  salaries  of  £400, 
or  not  exceeding  £550  ;  the  lirst  class 
were  to  receive  salaries  of  £500,  or  not 
exceeding  £675.  From  that  it  would 
appear  that  the  largest  sum  to  be  paid 
to  any  one  magistrate  was  only  two- 
thirds  of  the  amount  now  proposed  to  be 
given  to  five  Resident  Magistrates  in 
Ireland.  Probably  the  hon.  Gentleman 
in  charge  of  tlus  Bill  was  not  so  well 
acquainted  with  the  pfnonnd  of  the  Re- 
sident Magistrates  as  ilembers  on  the 
Irish  Benches  were.  He  had  had  an 
intimate  acquaintance  with  them.  They 
were  as  ignorant  as  daws,  and  had  no 
sympathy  with  the  people.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Monaghan  (Mr.  Healy)  had 
referred  to  the  class  from  which  these 
Resident  Magistrates  were  chiefly  drawn 
— namely,  from  half  pay  military  officers. 
They  were  very  objectionable  in  many 
cases  ;  they  knew  nothing  about  law,  but 
were  martinets,  f;uuiliar  with  martial 
law,  and  were  therefore  not  suitable  for 
Civil  positions.  But  these  military  magis- 
trates were  not  the  most  objectionable, 
for  the  Constabulary  offlcer.-i,  who  were 
also  found  in  considerable  numbers 
among  these  Resident  Magistrates,  were 
ten  times   mora   objectionable.       They 
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■were  ignorant  of  all  law  except  police 
law  ;  once  policemen  thoy  wore  always 
policemen.  Their  principle  was  to  get 
a  conviction  and  reverse  the  old  Con- 
stitutional maxim,  and  they  took  a  police- 
man's word  before  anyone  elso's.  Ho 
believed  that  when  once  a  gentleman 
received  an  official  position  in  Englaiul 
he  remained  in  that  position  for  thn  rest 
of  his  life ;  and  promotion  from  one 
office  to  another  in  England  was  very 
rare;  but  in  Ireland  that  Constitutional 
maxim  seemed  to  be  altogether  inappli- 
cable. The  rule,  and  not  the  exception, 
was  that  every  official  should  have  in- 
ducements held  out  to  him  to  bo  subser- 
vient to  the  Castle  ot  Dublin.  That 
was  the  case  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
he  had  seen  Judge  after  Judge  promoted 
from  Puisne  Judgeships  to  seats  in  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  to  seats  as  Lords  of 
Appeal  here  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
Consequently,  it  was  no  wonder  that 
officials  in  Ireland  were  the  tools  of 
Dublin  Castle.  It  was  not  enough  that 
the  ordinary  officials  should  bo  corrupt, 
but  corruption  must  be  extended  to  the 
Resident  Magistrates  and  to  the  County 
Courts.  He  had  heard  many  reports 
that  the  Law  Courts  in  Ireland  were  in- 
struments of  tyranny ;  but  liis  experience 
was  that  no  Courts  were  more  really 
instruments  of  tyranny  than  the  Magis- 
trates' Courts.  In  some  parts  of  Ireland 
there  were  no  special  laws  in  operation 
■which  were  governed  by  the  old  Statute 
Law,  and  in  some  parts  of  the  country 
lie  had  seen  how  they  could  be  turned 
into  instruments  of  tyranny  ;  and  if  that 
was  so  in  those  parts,  what  must  be  the 
tyranny  exercised  in  those  parts  of  the 
country  where  exceptional  laws  were  in 
operation  and  exceptional  powers  were 
conferred  on  the  magistrates  ?  Mem- 
bers from  Ireland  had  known  for  years 
■what  the  Resident  Magistrates  wore. 
They  were  bad  enough  ;  but  the  idea  on 
the  Treasury  Bench  seemed  to  be  that 
they  were  not  bad  enough,  but  ought  to 
be  worse — that  there  were  not  sufhcient 
inducements  to  them  to  remembor  that 
they  were  not  intended  to  be  judicial 
officers,  but  administrative  officers.  Ire- 
land was  a  poor  country,  and  yet  it  was 
proposed  by  this  Bill  to  give  an  addi- 
tional sum  of  £325  a-year  to  five  magis- 
trates. That  might  not  seem  a  very  largo 
Bum  to  Gentlemen  on  the  Treasury 
Bench ;  but  it  would  be  a  good  deal  to 
an  Irish  county  magistrate.     Now,  he 

Mi:  Small 


thought  the  House  would  uDderstand 
that  the  Irish  Members  were  perfectly 
justified  in  their  opposition  to  this  Bill, 
and  he  hoped  the  Bill  would  never  pass 
into  law.  He  was  satisfied  it  never 
would ;  and  it  seemed  an  extraordinary 
tiling  that,  after  the  solemn  announce- 
ment of  the  Prime  Minister  that  no  more 
legislation  orconcessions  for  Ireland  could 
be  got  from  that  House,  this  important 
Bill  should  have  been  introduced. 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  were 
not  present  ;  House  coimted,  and  40 
Members  being  found  present, 

Mr  small  said,  he  also  observed 
that  in  every  little  matter  of  detail  this 
iJiil  was  made  as  objectionable  as  pes- 
.'jible.  It  might  not  be  so  objectionable 
if  it  declared  that  the  five  magistrates 
should  be  the  five  who  were  senior  in 
office  or  in  years ;  but  what  did  it 
say?— 

"  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Lord  Ijieutenant, 
with  the  conaent  of  the  C'ommissiontrs  of  the 
Treasury,"  kc. 

As  a  rule,  the  Treasury  were  averse  to 
granting  Ireland  monej' ;  but,  no  doubt, 
in  this  case  they  would  be  quite  willing. 
The  Lord  Lieutenant  was  to  have  ab- 
stJute  discretion  as  to  who  the  mngis- 
trates  should  be,  and  he  had  some  sus- 
picion as  to  the  mode  in  which  they 
would  be  selected.  He  would,  no  doubt, 
select  those  who  had  been  most  ob- 
noxious in  the  districts  in  which  there 
had  been  most  crime,  and  they  would 
be  the  favourites  of  the  Castle,  and 
would  receive  these  increased  salaries. 
Taking  the  Bill  in  its  entirety,  and  in  all 
its  details,  he  did  not  think  it  could  be 
made  more  objectionable  than  it  was; 
and  he  thought  that  perhaps  the  reason 
why  the  Bill  was  made  so  long,  ond  was 
brought  forward  at  this  end  of  the  Ses- 
sion, was  that  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury thought  that  would  enable  it  to 
slip  quietly  through.  It  seemed  to  him 
rather  strange  that  this  debate  had  not 
been  favoured  by  the  presence  of  a 
single  Member  of  the  Cabinet.  He  saw 
several  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  Treasury 
Bench,  but  not  one  Member  of  the 
Cabinet,  and  that  was  a  circumstance 
that  should  be  complained  of.  There  | 
ought  to  hove  been  some  more  respon- 
siblo  Member  of  the  Government  pre- 
sent to  defend  the  Bill ;  but  not  a  single 
Member  of  the  Government  had  risen 
to  eay  a  single  word  upon  it,  except  the 
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Lon.  Oentlpinan  who  moved  the  second 
reading.     Ho  had  made  two  s])ee;he8, 
but  not  another  Member  of  tho  Govern- 
ment had  spoken  upon  it  in  answer  to 
rtlie  speeches  of  his  hou.  Friends.     He 
[thought  that  was    scarcely   fair  treat- 
Iment,  and  he  should  therefore  move  the 
ladjournment  of  the  debate. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put, "That 
tthe  Debate  be  now  adjourned." — (J/r. 
^tSrnall.) 

The  House  rfi'n'rf^rf .- — Ayes   11;   Noes 
88:  Majority  27.— (Div.  List,  No.  191.) 

I     Question  again  proposed,  "  That  the 
Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time." 
Mr.  MOLLOY  said,  he  rose  to  oppose 
this  Bill,  which  was  introduced  by  the 
Secretory  to  the  Treasury,  aa  far  as  he 
could  ascertain,  without  any  explanation, 
without  any  reason,  and  without    any 
I       justification,  but  simply  in  that  spirit  of 
^^gbstiuacy  of  which  the  Secretary  to  the 
^KTreasury  bad  already  given  some  indica- 
^Btions.     It  would  be  in  the  recollection  of 
^■tbo  House  that  only  the  other  day,  in 
the  discussion  which  took  place  on  the 
I       subject  of  Mr.  Bolton's    salary,    some 
Irish  Members  had  asked  the  Secretary 
^_  to  the  Treasury  whether,  under  the  cir- 
^Beumstonces,  he  would  consent  to  the  ad- 
^Hjournment  of  the  debate  ;  but  tho  hon. 
^Bcientleman  seemed  determined  to  carry 
^^out  the  scheme  he   had   placed   before 
himself  with  that  obstinacy  of  which  he 
^Jiad    already   spoken,    and    which    ap- 
peared to   bo  a  growing  characteristic 
of  the   hon.    Gentleman.      The    House 
rould  also  remember  that  on  that  occa- 
lion,  after  the  debate  had  proceeded  for 
ame  time,  the  Prime  Minister  came  in, 
ind  as  soon  as  ho  had  obtained  a  clear 
ind   accurate  knowledge  of   what  had 
ikon  place,  and  of  the  course  pursued 
b^'  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  indi- 
ited,  with  that  generosity  which  dis- 
inguished    him,   his  sincere  regret  at 
that  course,  and  in  the  gentlest  manner 
^_went  on  to  blame  the  Secretary  to  the 
^■EFreasury  for  having  opposed  his  single 
^^■rill  to  tho  will  of  the  country,  and  of  a 
^Barge    number  of    Members   who  were 
^^Bpecinlly  interested  in  the  subject.     On 
the  present  occasion,   the  hou.  Gentle- 
man, desirous,   no   doubt,  of  scoring  a 
little  victory  at  the  end  of  tho  Session, 
had  brought  forward  tho  second  renfling 
of  this  Bill  actuated  by  exnctly  the  same 
Beling  of  obstinacy  as  that  which  dis- 


tinguisbed  him  on  the  previous  occasion. 
On  tho  former  occasion,  the  Financial 
Secretary  could  not  be  said  to  have 
scored  any  great  victory,  nor  did  he 
think  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  score 
any  victory  on  the  present  occasion. 
Few  as  were  tho  Irish  Members  now 
present,  the  hon.  Gentleman  would,  per- 
haps, at  9  or  half-past  9  in  the  morning, 
succeed  in  obtaining  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill ;  but  what  would  be  the 
effect  of  that  upon  the  course  of  Busi- 
ness? The  Estimates  were  not  yet 
finished  ;  but  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury had  that  night  thrown  down  the 
glovo  to  Irish  Members  by  introducing 
a  Bill  for  which  there  was  not  the 
slightest  necessity.  He  had  endea- 
voured to  envelop  the  subject  in  a  veil 
of  mystery  in  order  not  to  show  any 
reason  for  introducing  the  Bill,  and 
those  who  heard  his  speech  would  admit 
that  he  gave  no  information  whatever 
to  the  House  as  to  the  subject-matter  of 
tho  Bill.  He  did  not  know  that  any  in- 
formation was  particularly  sought  for  by 
some  Members  of  the  House,  for  when 
sound  and  argumentative  reasons  were 
being  given  against  the  Bill  he  looked 
round  the  House,  and  on  the  Treasury 
Bench,  and  found  three  Members  of  the 
Government  osleep  on  the  Government 
Bench,  seven  Members  below  the  Gang- 
way asleep,  and  one  distinguished  Mem- 
ber of  the  Government  asleep  in  a  dark 
corner  of  the  House.  Those  were  the 
conditions  under  which  this  Bill  had 
been  brought  forward  that  night.  He, 
for  one,  took  e.xception  to  any  legislation 
introduced  under  such  circumstances,  and 
ho  took  still  stronger  oxceptieui  to  any 
legislation  for  Ireland  under  those  most 
extraordinary  and  exceptional  conditions. 
Tlie  Members  of  the  Government  had 
not  nil  spoken.  They  had  heard  the 
speeches  made  from  those  Benches,  and 
although  tho  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
was  precluded  from  making  any  further 
observations,  still  there  was  the  At- 
torney General,  who  was  moat  capable 
of  giving  the  soundest  reasons  and  in- 
formation upon  any  legal  Bill  affecting 
either  Ireland  or  England  ;  but  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  made  no  sign  of 
doing  so.  There  were  other  Members 
of  the  Government  present  who  might 
answer  some  of  the  speeches  that  had 
been  made  against  this  Bill.  The  hou. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Solicitor  Ge- 
neral for  Ireland  (Mr.  Walker)  had  a 


823         Maghtrates  {Treland)         |C0MM0N3l 


Salaries  Bih 


824 


great  storo  of  legal  knowledge,  and  ho 
might  give  the  House  his  opinion  of  the 
Bill  now  under  consideration ;  but  ho 
(Mr.  Molloy)  supposed  it  was  contrary 
to  the  tactics  of  the  Govprnment  that 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  should 
afford  hon.  Members  from  Ireland  any 
Batisf'aotion.  The  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Court- 
ney) decliued,  in  introduoing  the  Bill,  to 
give  thorn  anj-  explanatiou,  because,  in 
point  of  fact,  the  font-note  argument, 
which  on  so  many  occasions  ha<l  been 
the  stock-in-trade  of  the  Government, 
had  come  to  grief.  The  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  introduced  the  Bill,  and 
the  hon.  Members  who,  to  the  number 
of  41,  consented  to  remain  during  the 
long  hours  of  the  niglit,  did  not  care  for 
any  explanation ;  indeed,  at  one  period 
of  the  debate  more  than  one-half  of  the 
hon.  Gentlemen  who  had  rallied  to  the 
standard  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury were  asleep.  Last  year  a  Bill  was 
introduced  in  the  House  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary 
(Mr.  Trevelyan)  which  dealt  with  the 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary,  and  with  tho 
Irish  Resident  Magistrates.  On  the  oc- 
casion of  the  introduction  of  that  Bill, 
he  (Mr.  Molloy)  produced  to  the  House 
a  Report  which  had  been  made  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  and  to  the 
Chief  Secretary  upon  the  subject  of  the 
Bill.  That  Report  was  made  by  Mr. 
Jenkinson  and  three  othor  Resident 
Magi.'it rates.  He  (Mr.  Molloy)  only 
alluded  to  the  Irish  Constabulary  Bill 
because  this  Bill  was  the  outcome  of 
that  Bill.  Mr.  Jenkinson  and  the  three 
other  Magistrates  wished  to  be  con- 
sidered disinterested  persons,  and  they 
made  a  Report  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
and  the  Chief  Secretary.  They  had 
previously  resolved  themselves  into  a 
Secret  Committee,  and  Mr.  Jenkinson 
officiated  as  Chairman.  On  behalf  of 
this  Committee,  Mr.  Jenkinson  reportod 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  that,  in  their  own 
opinion,  their  salaries  required  to  be  in- 
creased. Ho  (Mr.  Molloy)  stated  these 
facts  with  absolute  conGdonce,  because 
he  mentioned  them  last  year,  and  the 
Chief  Spcretary  admitted  their  correct- 
ness. He  (Mr.  Molloy)  challenged  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  deny  the  facts 
as  stated ;  but  the  Chief  Secretary  was 
silent.  Mr.  Jenkinson  reported  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  that  in  future  his  own 
salary  should  be  £2,000   a-year,   with 
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£400  a-year  as  forage  allowance,   and 
that,  of  course,  in  addition  to  his  small 
pension  of  £1,000  a-year;  and  that  the 
salary  of  each  of  tho  other  magistrates 
who  sat  in  secret  with  him  should  bo, 
as  well  as  he  (Mr.  Molloy)  remembered, 
£1,.500  a-year,    with   £200   a-year   fori 
forage.  Now,  that  clearly  showed  whenca 
the  Bill  which  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury had  introduced  that  night  camo.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  entored  into  no  expla- ' 
nation,  for  the  simple  fact  that  he  knew 
nothing  about  the  Bill,  or  the  circum- 
stances connected  with  it.     The  Bill  had 
been   put    into    the    hon.    Gentleman's 
hand,  he  brought  it  forward,  and  there 
ended  his  task.     But  the  Bill  was  born  | 
in  the  imagination   of  Mr.  .Tonkinson, 
and  the  three  magistrates  who  were  to 
benetit  by  the  Bill.     He  should  like  to 
ask  the  Radical  Members  of  the  House, 
who   wore   supposed   to   be   friends   of 
economy  and  liberty,  what  they  would 
think  if,  instead  of  the  words  Ireland  ' 
and  Irish  magistrates,  the  words  Eng- 
land and  English  magistrates  were  used 
in  the  Bill  ?     Ho  saw  one  hon.  Gontle- 
raan  opposite  who  had  often  given  the 
Irish  Members  considerable  help  in  their 
endeavours  to  obtain  in  the  House  what 
they  claimed  to  be  justice ;  and  he  would 
like   to   ask    his   hon.  Friend  what  he 
would  think  if  such  a  state  of  atfairs  as 
that  which  existed  in  Ireland  were  pre- 
sented to  his  mind  in  connection  with 
his  own  country  ?   What  would  his  hon. 
Friend  think,  if  tho  woi-ds  were  changed! 
in    the  manner  he  had  stated,  and  haj 
(Mr.  Molloy)  and  other  Irish   MoTnbers 
were,  at  the  beck  and  call  of  the  Whips 
of  a  Party,  and  knowing  little  or  nothingJ 
of  tho  circumstances,  to  sit  there  through! 
the  long  hours  of  the  night  to  support^ 
such  a  Bill — a  Bill   in  which  they  did  I 
not  believe,  or  had  the  slightest  intorcstj 
in  ?     His  hon.  and  learned  Friend  (Mr.' 
Warton),  who  was  the  sole  Representa- 
tive of  Her   Majesty's  Opposition  now 
present,  had  also  taken  considerable  in- 
terest  in   matters   relating   to   Ireland. , 
If  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  could 
put  himself  in  the  position  of  an  Irishl 
Member,  would  he,  having  heard  what 
it  was  proposed  to  do  by  this  Bill,  b« 
prepared  to  rise  in  his  place  and  suppor 
the  Bill  ?     If  the  Bill  were  one  simplj 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  magis 
trates   who  had  done  their   work,   andl 
were  doing  it  at  the  present  moment, 
well,  he  (Mr.  Molloy)  would  certainly 
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Bot  be  found  waiting  thero  through  the 
small  hours  of  the  morning  to  oppose  it. 
But  this  was  a  Bill  born  in  the  mind  of 
Mr.  Jonkinsou  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
compensing himself — for  he  (^fr.  Molloy) 
'■would  be  able  to  show  that  Mr.  Jenkiii- 
Bon   was   going   back   to   Ireland — and 

I  others,  and  for  establishing  not  only 
extensive  payment  under  excei)tional 
circumstances  and  peculiar  conditions, 
but  for  establishing  for  all  time  those 
inordinate  salaries  for  men  who  in  Ire- 
land were  little  better  than  superior 
policemen.  The  old  Resident  Magis- 
trates in  Ireland,  who  were  nion  of 
position,  men  who  had  served  in  the 
Army  or  in  the  law,  were  satisfied  with 
a  salary  of  £500,  which  he  thought  was 
not  too  great  a  salary;  but  the  importa- 
tions from  Biirmah  and  other  distant 
parts  of  the   world,  where  civilization 

»veaB  certainly  at  a  discount,  thought 
they  were  entitled  to  much  larger  sala- 
ries than  those  which  had  hitherto  been 
-lield  to  bo  sufficient  for  the  ordinary 
Hesident  Majjistrates.  It  was  because 
the  new  and  higher  salaries  were  to  be 
made  permanent  that  he  objected  to 
them  as  he  did  that  night.  Now,  one 
might  look  with  some  curiosity  at  the 
future  course  of  the  Bill.  He  supposed 
the  Bill  would  go  into  Committee.  They 
were  all  anxious  to  get  away  for  their 
holidays  and  to  prepare  for  the  coming 
I  Autumn  Session  ;  but  the  introduction 
lof  this  Bill  would  prolong  the  Session 
[for  at  least  two  days,  and  he  should  be 
jiad  if  his  statement  reached  the  ears  of 
superior  Members  of  the  Goveni- 
ent ;  it  might  prolong  the  Session  coii- 
iderably  longer,  but  that  it  would  pro- 
long the  Session  nt  least  two  dnys  he 
as  fully  persuaded.  [Mr.  Hkaly  : 
I>U,  n  week.]  The  introduction  of  the 
Bill  bud  created  an  iriitation  which 
would  be  felt  in  every  debate  which 
ok  place  during  the  remainder  of  the 
ession  ;  not  that  Irish  Members  would 
act  in  any  childish  or  revengeful  spirit, 
but  simply  in  a  spirit  of  fair  and  honest 
taliation.  Personally,  he  had  no  besi- 
tion  in  saying  that  he  entirely  approved 
f  such  tt  spirit  influencing  his  hon. 
'riends,  and  ho  should  join  them  in 
wbatevt-r  course  they  chose  to  adopt  in 
■the  pursuance  of  such  a  spirit,  Now, 
uo  was  in  the  habit  of  making  appeals 
n  the  House  of  Commons,  and  he  might, 
f  course,  occupy  the  time  of  the  House, 
"  to  occupy  time  wore  the  ouly  object  he 
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had  in  view,  by  making  an  appeal  to  the 
better  sense  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury to  let  the  Bill  now  drop.  But  he  did 
not  make  any  such  appeal,  because  the 
hon.  Gentleman  bad  set  his  heart  upon 
the  passing  of  this  Bill,  a  Bill  of  which, 
as  he  (Mr.  Molloy)  had  olroody  said, 
the  hon.  Ueutleman  knew  nothing.  He 
could  not  help  thinking  that  by  his  ac- 
tion the  hon.  Gentleman  was  very  dis- 
courteous— of  course,  he  meant  politi- 
cally discourteous — and  it  was  for  this 
reason  he  tlioroughly  endorsed  the  feel- 
ing of  retaliation  which  he  was  sure 
would  prompt  the  action  of  his  hon. 
Friends  during  the  remainder  of  the 
Session.  He  assured  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretarj'  to  tho  Treasury  that 
by  tho  introduction  of  this  Bill  he  bad 
not  facilitated  the  Business  of  the  House  ; 
he  had  done  no  good  to  the  Government 
of  which  he  was  a  Member ;  he  had  done 
no  good  to  anybody ;  but  ho  wished  to 
make  himself  and  his  Government  the 
subservient  slaves  of  Mr.  Jenkinson,  and 
those  who,  like  Mr.  Jenkinson,  looked 
upon  the  positions  they  held  in  Ireland 
from  the  point  of  view  of  their  own 
selfish  interest,  and  not  from  the  point 
of  view  of  the  good  of  the  country.  He 
did  not  like  to  make  such  a  statement 
without  giving  some  proof  of  it,  and  he 
would  give  proof.  The  year  before  last, 
when  the  Special  Resident  Magistrates 
wore  appointed,  a  friend  of  his  came  to 
him  and  asked  him  to  recommend  him 
a.s  a  Resident  Magistrate.  He  (Mr. 
Molloy)  said  to  bia  friend  be  had  no 
sympathy  with  the  system  ;  but,  even  if 
he  did  recommend  him,  he  would  be  sure 
not  to  get  it.  He  added — "  Personally, 
I  wish  you  every  success  ;  but  what  in  the 
world  do  you  know  about  the  duties  of 
a  Resident  Magistrate  ?  You  have  been 
in  the  Anny ;  you  are  stiU  in  the  Army  ; 
you  have  spent  most  of  your  time  in 
India,  and  now  you  seek  the  position  of 
an  Irish  Resident  Magistrate.  Whatever 
has  put  it  into  j'our  head  to  apply  for 
the  post  of  Resident  Magistrate  ?  "  His 
friend  replied  to  him  that  Mr.  8o-and-eo, 
mentioning  one  of  the  principol  Resideut 
Magistrates  by  name,  had  written  to 
him  and  to  two  or  three  others  in  the 
same  regiment,  telling  them  now  was 
their  time,  if  they  would  come  over  to 
Ireland  be  would  get  them  in.  He 
(Mr.  Molloy)  need  hardly  assure  the 
House  that  these  were  facts  within  his 
own  knowledge.     He  aaked  Members  of 
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the  House  to  put  aside  the  ill-feeling 
usually  engendered  liy  these  little  com- 
petitions of  strength  on  the  part  of  Par- 
ties in  the  House,  and  to  put  this  ques- 
tion seriously  to  themselves — Was  this 
a  system  under  which  those  onerous  and 
responsible  positions  wero  given  away, 
in  the  luauuer  ho  had  just  desurihed, 
one  which  they  were  there  that  night  to 
uphold  and  support?  He  asked  hoia. 
Members  if  they  thought  that,  hy  fol- 
lowing the  beck  and  call  of  the  ^V]^^ps 
of  the  Liberal  Party,  of  which  they  them- 
selves wern  Members,  and  in  voting  for 
a  Bill  of  which  they  knew  nothing,  they 
■were  acting  wisely  ?  Did  they  nut  think 
that  they  would  be  acting  more  honour- 
ably in  walking  out  of  the  House  than 
in  stopping  there  to  vote  for  a  system 
which  was,  on  the  very  best  authority, 
alleged  to  be  pernicious  in  the  last 
degree,  and  contrary  in  everyway  to  the 
principles  of  tho  Party  to  which  they 
belonged  ? 

Mr.  DAWSON  said,  he  was  surprised 
to  find  on  this  Constitutional  question 
Kadical  Members,  and  Members  who 
bad  ewom 
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Mr.  SPl^LVKER :  Am  I  right  in  sup- 
posing that  the  hon.  Gentleman  seconded 
the  Motion  for  Adjournment  ? 

Mr.  DAWiSON:  I  only  raised  mvhat. 

Mb.  SPEAKER :  I  Uiought  1  was 
right  in  supposing  that  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman seconded  the  Jlotion  for  Adjourn- 
ment;  in  that  case,  the  hon.  Gentleman 
has  e.xliausted  his  right  to  s]ieak. 

Mr.  HEALY:  May  I  ask,  Mr. 
Speaker,  whether  it  is  not  a  fact  that 
the  hon.  and  learned  Aleraber  for  Brigh- 
ton ( Mr.  Marriott),  who  was  then  sitting 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House,  not 
merely  spoke,  but  moved  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House  during  the  course  of 
tho  debate  on  Egyjit,  and  that  j'oii  al- 
lowed liim  to  speak  subsequently  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  That  is  "not  the 
question  now  before  the  House.  The 
question  is  whether  the  hon.  Member 
for  Carlow  (Mr.  Dawson)  seconded  the 
Motion  for  tho  Adjournment  of  the 
House.  Tho  hon.  Gentleman  says  he 
did  do  so;  and  T,  therefore,  rule  that 
he  cannot  now  speak  upon  this  subject. 

Mu.  HEALY:  May  I  ask  whether 
an  hon.  Member  can  move  the  adjourn- 
ment, and  then  speak  subsequently  ;  or 
does  your  ruling  only  apply  to  a  case  of 
an  hon.  Member  who  seconds  the  Motion 
for  Adjournment  ? 

J//-.  Hollo!/ 


Me.  SPEAKER :  In  neither  case  is  the " 
hon.  Member  entitled  to  speak  again. 

Mr.  HEALY':  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Brighton,  on  the  occasion  I 
refer  to,  did  speak  again. 

Mr,  DE.\SY  said,  he  was  sorry  that 
his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Carlow 
I'Mr.  Dawson)  had  not  an  opportunity  of 
addressing  the  Houe«  on  this  siiliject ; 
beiause,  on  account  of  tho  position  the 
hon.  Member  occupied  for  a  very  con- 
siderable time  as  the  Chief  Magistrate) 
of  the  first  City  in  Ireland,   he  would 
have  been  able  to  throw  cousiderably 
mure  light  on  tho  question  now  underJ 
discussion  than  any  Gentleman  who  had! 
spoken  up  to  this.     But  he  (Mr.  Deasy)! 
however,   ventured   to   say  that   before' 
half-an-hour  was  over  his  hon.  Friend 
would   have    an    ample   opportunity   of, 
discussing  this  Bill,  and  that  the  Housal 
generally  would  have  an  opportunity  of' 
hearing  the  Members  of  the  Government 
who  had  not  condescended,   so  far,   to 
reply  to  the  many  speeches  which  had 
been  delivered  from  tho  Irish  Benches 
during  the  last  few  hours.     He  was  not 
connected  with  any  branch  of  the  Legal 
Profession,  and,  therefore,  he  was  partieu- 
larly  anxious  to  hear  the  opinion  of  the  J 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  sitting  uponf 
tho  Treasury  Bench  as  to  the  merits  of  the 
Bill  now  under  consideration.     He  was 
sorry  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.J 
Trevelyau),  who  would  bo  mostly  cou-1 
earned  in  the  administration  of  this  Bill 
if  it  became  law,  had  not  put  in  an  ap- 
pearance that  night.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  not  shown  himself   in  the! 
House  bince   this  Bill  was  introduced,  I 
and   he  (Mr.   Deasy)  did  not   suppose' 
they   would   see    him    during    tho    re- 
mainder of  the  debate.     He  was  sorry 
for    the   Solicitor  General    for  Ireland 
(Mr.  Walker),  who,  together  with  other 
hon.  Members,  would  have  to  attend  an 
important   Committee    that   day   at   12j 
o'clock,  for  it  was  e\'ident  that  tho  Com- 
mittee to  which  he  alluded  could  not,  ' 
after  so  late  a  Sitting  as  this,  carry  on 
its  inquiry  in  a  manner  which  would  at 
all  be  satisfactory.     But,  however  that] 
might  be,  he  had  no  wish  to  dwell  upual 
the  matter  any  longer.     He  was  bound! 
to   say  he   was  cousiderably   surprised! 
when  he  found  the  hon.  Qentlemun  thel 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  rise   in    hial 
place  and  propose  the  second   readin^l 
of  this  Bill,  because  he  understood  thdf 
Prime  Minister  dibtinctly  to  lay  dowj 
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some  few  days  ago  that  no  Bill  of  this 
character  would  bo  introduced  during 
the  remainder  of  the  Session ;  that  no 
Bill  of  a  contentious  character  would  be 
proceeded  with;  and  it  was  just  by  the 
merest  chnnco  that  he  (Mr.  Dea^y),  and 
many  of  his  hon.  Friends,  had  not  al- 
ready left  fur  Ireland.  No  matter  in 
what  way  the  pledge  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Prioio  Minister  was  in- 
tended, it  certainly,  iu  the  opinion  of 
the  Irish  Members,  had  not  been  kept. 
Now,  the  Bill  amounted  to  a  most 
serious  innovation,  and  it  was  a  Bill 
which,  if  it  became  law,  would  not 
conduce  at  all  to  the  peace  or  content- 
ment of  Ireland.  Already  a  very  strong 
feeling  existed  against  the  police  of 
Ireland,  and  a  still  stronger  feeling 
existed  against  the  police  magistrates 
who  had  recently  been  appointed,  and 
he  could  not  conceive  anything  which 
would  be  likely  to  make  the  people 
more  dissatisfied  than  the  permanent 
appointment  of  these  five  Pashas. 
They  know  in  the  South  of  Irelnnd, 
from  personal  experience,  in  what 
manner  the  five  Special  Eesident 
Magistrates  to  be  appointed  under  the 
Bill  would  be  likely  to  administer  the 
law.  He  knew  how  Captain  Plunkett 
liad  been  conducting  himself  as  Resident 
Magistrate  of  Cork,  and  he  supposed 
Captain  Plunkett  would  be  one  of  the 
gentlemen  who  would  be  appointed 
under  the  Bill.  One  of  his  (Mr.  Deasy's) 
liveliest  recollections  of  the  scenes  which 
had  taken  phice  iu  the  House  since  he 
had  been  a  Member  of  Pai-liament  was 
that  of  the  scene  connected  with  the 
discussion  which  took  place  as  to  the 
conduct  of  Captain  Plunkett,  with  regard 
to  the  way  he  treated  people  in  public 
meeting  in  County  Cork.  The  proceed- 
ings of  that  night  reminded  him  very 
strongly  of  what  took  place  upon  the 
occasion  referred  to,  because  they  then 
remained  sitting  until,  he  believed, 
6  o'clock  on  the  Sunday  morning.  They 
■were  now  approaching  the  h'jur  of  6, 
and  he  thought  it  wus  veiy  probable 
that  their  deliberations  on  this  occasion 
would  extend  beyond  that  hour.  As  to 
the  manner  in  which  Captain  Plunkett 
wns  likely  to  conduct  himself  in  the 
future,  he  (Mr.  Doasy)  could  only  judge 
by  the  past.  During  the  wholo  of  last 
winter  Captain  Plunkett,  who  was  not 
i'Hp«>OBible  to  Iho  Irish  Government,  or 
esponsiblo,  iu  fact,  to  any  Government 


at  all,  took  upon  himself  the  authfirity 
of  the  Executive  Government  of  the 
country,  and  would  not  permit  a  single 
meeting  to  be  held  throughout  the 
County  of  Cork.  Not  only  that,  but 
when  this  Captain  Plunkett  became  a 
Special  Resident  Magistrate,  the  county 
was  at  once  flooded  with  a  large  number 
of  extra  police.  Those  extra  police  still 
remained  quartered  upon  the  people, 
and  had  formed  the  subject  of  discussion 
several  times  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  would  form  the  subject  of  discussion 
many  more  times  before  the  House  ad- 
joiirueil  prfvious  to  the  Autumn  Recess. 
At  the  present  time  Captain  Plunkott's 
personal  staff  numbered  22  men.  These 
men  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  drive 
about  the  whole  of  the  South  of  Ire- 
land, and  were  a  constant  source  of 
annoyance  and  of  heavy  expense  to  the 
people.  He  (Mr.  Deasy)  had  hoped 
that  in  discussing  a  matter  of  this  kind, 
and  in  bringing  under  the  notice  of  the 
Uouae  the  unconstitutional  conduct  of 
men  of  the  character  of  Coptoin  Plunkett, 
the  Irish  Members  would  have  had  the 
support  of  those  Gentlemen  opposite, 
who  so  often  professed  to  be  the  advo- 
cates of  freedom  of  speech,  and,  indeed, 
of  freedom  in  all  things.  He  was  sorry 
to  say  that  since  he  was  returned  to  the 
House,  he  and  the  Party  to  which  he 
belonged  had  not  experienced  very  much 
sympathy  from  those  Gentlemen.  Ho 
assured  the  Radical  Members  that 
their  conduct  on  the  present  occasion 
might  have  the  effect  of  causing  the 
Irish  Members  to  withdraw  their  support 
from  the  agitation  which  the  Radicalu 
were  now  ciu-rying  on  against  the  Upper 
House.  As  to  that  agitation  he  would 
not  say  more  than  that  he  did  not 
believe  it  wus  sincere. 

Mr.  SPEAKER :  The  hon.  Member 
is  not  now  speaking  to  the  particular 
subject  before  the  House — he  is  not 
speaking  with  any  relevancy  to  the  sub- 
ject now  in  hand. 

Mb.  DEASY  said,  he  would  endeavour 
in  the  remainder  of  his  remarks  to  ad- 
dress himself  to  the  subject.  He  would 
not  say  anything  further  concerning  the 
hon.  Gentlemen  below  the  Gangwoy 
opposite,  of  whom  he  had  entertained 
opinions  which  he  did  not  think  they 
themselves  would  be  very  glad  to  hear. 
He  thought  the  House  had  a  right  to 
demand  from  the  Attorney  General  for 
England  (Sir  Henry  James)  some  ex- 
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planation  of  Lis  extraordinary  conduct 
on  this  occasion.  Oa  tlis  letli  of  March 
a  Supplementary  Estimate  for  tlie 
ealarios  of  Resident  Magistrates  in  Ire- 
laud  was  brought  in,  and  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gontletnan  jiointed  out  to  tlie 
House  that  it  was  porffctly  regular  to 
introduce  a  foot  note  in  the  Esliraate. 
explaining  any  increase  which  had  been 
made  in  a  eabiry.  IIo  was  glad  the 
hon.  and  learned  Qenfloman  was  now  in 
his  place,  because  the  Irish  Members 
would  like  to  hear  his  ojjiiiiou  on  the 
Bubject.  Tho  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man defended,  on  the  IGth  of  March,  that 
mode  of  increasing  the  salaries  of  the 
magistrates  in  Ireland ;  but  now  the 
Secretary  to  tho  Treasury  (Mr.  Courtney) 
Baid  that  the  plan  hitherto  adopted  was 
a  very  inconvenient,  if  not  irregular, 
■way  of  increasing  tho  salaries  of  magis- 
trates. Tho  Attorney  (lenoral  (Sir  Henry 
James),  however,  did  not  now  get  up 
and  explain  the  position  he  had  taken 
up  on  the  subject.  Now,  a  most  im- 
portant Eeport  bearing  on  this  subject 
was  road  by  tho  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  County  Galway 
(Colonel  Nolao),  than  whom  none  was 
mure  fitted  to  deal  with  tho  question, 
because  ho  had  taken  part  in  the 
investigations  into  the  Irish  Constabu- 
lary system.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  had  pointed  out  that  the 
recommendations  of  the  Committee  of 
which  he  was  a  Member  were  greatly 
exceeded  by  this  Bill ;  that  it  was 
propused  by  the  Committee  that  the 
salaries  given  to  the  magistrates  of  the 
special  class  should  not  exceed  £600. 
Without  any  reason  being  assigned,  the 
House  was  now  asked  to  sanction  an 
increase  of  salary  amounting  to  £100 
a-year  each  to  five  magistrates.  Nothing 
had  given  greater  dissatisfaction  to  the 
people  of  Ireland  than  the  appointment 
of  divisional  magistrates.  As  he  had 
already  pointed  out,  they  had  consider- 
able experience  of  one  of  such  magis- 
trates in  the  South  of  Ireland  ;  but  it 
was  a  well-known  fact  that  whenever 
one  of  these  magistrates  had  been  ap- 
pointed, the  greatest  irritati<m  among.st 
the  people  had  resulted  from  his  action. 
Let  him  (Mr.  Deasy)  call  atteution  to 
the  debate  which  took  place  a  few 
nights  ago  with  regard  to  the  quarter- 
ing of  an  extra  police  force  in  Lime- 
rick. It  was  clearl}'  proved  that  the 
extra    police   were    only    drafted    into 

J/r.  Deasy 


that    city    when    Mr.    Clifford    Lloyd 
was      appointed     Special     Magistrate. 
They  had  got  a  sort  of  understanding 
that   Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd  would  not  be 
brought  back  ;  but  there  were  other  men 
quite  as  bad  as  he.     He  did  not  see  any 
(liUoreuce   between  Mr.  Clifford   lJ')yd 
and  Captain  Plunkett — in  fact,  he  thought 
Coptain  Plunkett  would  make  a  far  more 
objectionable  and   more  severe   magis- 
trate   than    even    Mr.    Clifford    Lloyd 
was.     These   men   had    the   control   of 
the   police,    all  their  s^rmpatbies    were 
with   the  police,    and   it  would   be  ut- 
terly impossible  for  any  person  brought 
before    such     magistrates    to    get    his 
ease    dismissed,    or    to    get    a    verdict 
against  a  policeman.     That  was  always 
the   woy   with   tho  police    magistrates. 
Tho  word  of  a  policeman  was  taken  to 
the  exclusion  of  the  oaths  of  20  respect* 
able  civilians,  and  it  would  be  impos- 
sible for  peoi)l6  to  have  any  respect  for 
the  law,  if  these  men  had  the  adminis- 
tration of  it.     The  police  and  these  ma- 
gistrates would  have  a  direct  interest  in 
manufacturing  crime,  and  getting  ail  the 
convictions  they  possibly  could  against 
men   charged   with   the   commission   of 
misdeeds.     He  had  verj- little  confidence 
in  their  consciences.     Ho  did  not  for  a 
moment  believe  they  would  run  the  risk 
of  sacrificing  their  incomes  of  £500  per 
annum,  if  that  depended  on  the  misfor- 
tune, or  even  the  lives,  of  men.  Whatever 
confidence  he  might  have  had  in  them 
was  now  quite  .shaken.     They  were  quite 
as   bad  as  those   cmiiloycd  in   Ireland  I 
by  English  Governments,  who,  in  times 
past,  were  in  the  habit  of  gibbeting  and 
pitch- capping  men  ;  and  the  present  Go- 
vernment would  countenance  tho  Eome  I 
mode  of  dealing  with  political  opponents 
in  that  country,  but  that  public  opinioa 
was  too  strong  for  them.     After  all  thu  ' 
speeches     that    had     been    made,     he  I 
hoped    they  would   now    obtain   Bomo  I 
legal    information   from    the    Treasury 
Bench.      They  were   fairly    entitled   to 
that  information,  and  in  order  to  givol 
the  Government  a  full  and  fair  opportu- 
nity of  replying  to  the  many  speeches  I 
they  had  heai'd,  he  should  move,  as  an  j 
Amendment,  that  at  that  period  of  tho] 
Session  tho  House  was  not  prepared  to 
proceed  with  a  Bill  of  such  importanco  I 
involving  grave  considerations  of  Irish] 
policy.     Ho  would  say  nothing  on  tho] 
Amendment,  except  that  he  moi  ed  it  in 
order  to  hear  the  observations  of  Lou. 
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Members  on  the  Treasury  Bench,  be- 
cause he  was  really  at  a  loss  to  under- 
stand the  position  in  which  he  and  his 
hon.  Friends  stood  with  regard  to  this 
measure.  lie  hoped,  therefore,  that  they 
■would  at  last  hear  the  Attorney  General 
(Sir  Henry  James),  who  took  up  a  very 
different  position  three  or  four  mouths 
ago. 

The  O'GORMAN  MAHON  seconded 
the  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed, 

To  Inave  out  from  tho  word  "  TImt "  to  thn 
end  of  the  Qiiostion,  in  onler  to  add  the  words 
"  at  thJB  period  of  the  Session  this  House  is  uot 
prepared  to  proceed  with  a  IMll  of  auch  imfiort- 
anco  invoh-ing  gmvo  considcmtiona  of  IriiJi 
policy,"— (J/r.  i>cii»y,) 

— instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "That  tho  words 
jiroposod  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

Mr.  HE.\LY  said,  he  hoped  they 
would  now  have  some  observations  from 
the  Treasury  Bench.  They  had  no  more 
to  gain  than  the  Government,  and  the 
Prime  Minister  had  given  a  distinct 
pledge  that  they  should  not  be  kept  .sit- 
ting there,  as  ihey  would  have  to  come 
again  for  an  Autumn  iSesaion.  As  tho 
President  of  the  Local  CJovornment 
Board  (Sir  Charles  W.  Dilke)  was  now 
iresent,  he  would  ask  him  if  the  Prime 
ieter   had   not    given   that    distinct 

I  pledge;  and  whether  that  pledge  wa.s 
now  being  kept  in  the  spirit  in  which  it 
tad  been  interpreted  when  given  ?   This 
matter  was  raised  in  March  last ;  but 
the  Government  had  waited  until  now 
to  bring  in  this  Bill.     Four  months  had 
pipassed,  and  the  Government  had  with- 
drawn the  rest  of  their  Bills  ;  and  surely 
this  was  not  tho  right  way  in  which  to 
Ltreot   hon.   Members.     They  had  been 
told  that  tho  Session  would  wind  up  on 
?atur(lay  -week,  and  now  they  were  re- 
luired  to  go  on  with  this  Bill,  which 
certainly   more   contentious    tliau 
ly  of  those  that  had  been  dropped, 
simply  because  the  Half-past   12  Eule 
did  not  apply  to  it.     If  there  was  to  be 
any  alteration  in  the  Kules  of  the  House, 
^^Money  Bills  ought  to  be  brought  within 
^■lliis  Bule,  except  Exchequer  Bills,  mak- 
^^■ng  a  distinct  charge  on  tho  taxpayers. 
^^Blo  appealed  to  the  right  hou.  Buivnet 
^"(Sir  Charles  VV,  Dilke)  not  to  keep  the 
House  sitting  longer,     There  were  still 
a  number  of  Yotoa  to  be  taken,  many  of 
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them  being  Irish,  and  would  the  Govern- 
ment get  them  the  more  easily  by  having 
this  Bill  ?  What  excuse  was  there  for 
having  delayed  this  Bill,  if  it  was  of  so 
much  importance  ?  Surely,  since  March 
there  had  been  ample  time  to  bring  in 
the  Bill,  instead  of  waiting  till  the  fag- 
end  of  tho  Session  ?  If  the  Government 
simply  wished  to  save  their  honour,  Irish 
Members  would  hare  no  objection  to 
that,  if  they  said  they  would  then  with- 
draw the  Bill ;  but  if  they  persisted  with 
it,  they  would  only  prolong  the  Session. 
The  Government  had  given  a  distinct 
pledge  not  to  keep  the  House  sitting 
longer  than  Saturday  week  ;  the  Irish 
Members  were  not  disposed  to  delay 
Supply  ;  but  they  had  some  questions  to 
raise  on  Irish  Votes;  and  it  would  greatly 
help  the  House  to  close  the  Session  if 
only  they  could  get  eome  distinct  state- 
ment upon  this  measure  from  a  respon- 
sible Member  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  DILLWYN  said,  he  had  sup- 
ported the  Government  in  this  conten- 
tion 80  far  ;  but  he  must  confess  that  he 
should  like  to  see  some  explanation  given 
of  this  matter.  The  statement,  in  the 
lirst  instance,  was  not  as  ample  as  it 
might  have  been  ;  there  was  a  good  deal 
in  the  appeal  of  hon.  Members  opposite ; 
and  he  should  support  them  in  asking 
whether  the  hon.  Gentleman  really 
thought  it  worth  whUe  to  continue  this 
contention  any  further  at  the  present 
time  ?  Ho  thought  the  Govenimcnt 
woidd    hardly    gain    much    by    doing 

80. 

Mr.  COUETNEY  said,  tho  Govern- 
ment would  certainly  do  their  best  to 
promote  the  early  closing  of  tho  Session  ; 
but  hon.  Members  knew  very  well  that 
the  Government  had  no  desire  to  re- 
main there  to  that  hour  in  tho  morn- 
ing. When  this  matter  was  raised 
in  March  last  on  the  Supplementary 
Estimates,  they  were  urged  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  with  respect  to  this  subject,  in- 
stead of  proceeding  by  way  of  extra 
Voles,  and  the  Cliancellor  of  tho  Ex- 
chequer then  distinctly  ststed  that  it 
would  be  dealt  with  by  a  Bill.  It  was, 
uo  doubt,  true  that  the  Bill  had  been 
brought  in  at  a  late  period  of  the  Ses- 
sion ;  but  the  bubject  had  not  been  lost 
sight  of,  and  it  was  only  because  of  tho 
pressure  of  other  Business  that  this  Bill 
was  not  introduced  earlier.  They  had 
now  sat  to  a  late  hour,  in  the  hope  of 
ubtaiuiug  the  second  reading;  but,  under 
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the  circumstanceB,  he  would  move  that 
the  debate  be  adjourned. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withrawn. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned." 
— {Mr  Courtney.') 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Debate  adjourned  till  To-morrow. 

EXPIRING    LAWS    CONTINUANCE 

BILL.— [Bill  306.] 

(Jfr.  Seriert  Oladslotu,  Mr.  Courtney.) 

SECOKt)  BEADING. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  nEALY  said,  he  noticed  that, 
for  the  first  time,  the  Corrupt  Practices 
Act  was  included  in  this  Bill.  Of  course, 
that  was  the  usual  practice,  and  he  did 
not  wish  to  offer  any  opposition  to  it ; 
but  he  should  like  to  know  whether  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
put  that  measure  annually  into  this  BiU ; 
and  whether,  if  hon.  Members  desired 
to  raise  any  points  after  the  General 
Election,  there  would  be  any  chance  of 
revising  the  Act? 

Sir  CHAELES  W.  DILKE  said,  he 
thought  that  the  fact  of  this  measure 
being  put  in  the  Continuance  Bill  would 
not  prevent  Members  from  raising  ques- 
tions as  to  its  amendment  on  a  future 
occasion — for  instance,  after  a  General 
Election.  Although  the  Ballot  Act  was 
continued  annually  by  the  Continuance 
Bill,  Amendments  had  been  made  in 
that  Act,  and  in  the  same  way  all  the 
corrupt  practices  that  had  been  passed 
had  been  included  in  this  Bill,  so  that 
he  did  not  think  there  would  be  any 
di£Bculty  in  proposing  Amendments. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  To-morrote. 

METROPOLITAN     ASYLUMS    BOARD 

(BORROWING    POWERS) 

BILL.— [Bill  310.] 

{Sir  Charki  W.  Dilke,  Mr.  Oeorgt  Sutttll.) 

SECOND    READING. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time."— {Sir  Charles  W.  Dilke.) 

Mr.  Courtney 


Mb.  WAETON  asked  whether  this 
Bill  was  similar  to  the  Further  Powers 
Bill? 

Sib  CHAELES  W.  DILKE  replied 
that  it  was  not.  It  was  a  BiU  to  enable 
the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board  to  bor- 
row under  their  Act  of  last  Session. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  eommittei 
for  To-morrow. 


XTLSTEB  CANAl  AND  TTBONK    NATIOATIOW 

Bnx. 

VUconnt  Crichton,  Mr.  Ahthus  O'Connob, 
and  Mr.  Coubtnet,  nomiDated  Members  of  the 
Select  Committee. 

AGBIOUI.TirBAL  LABOUBEBS   (iBELAND) 

Ordered,  That  Sir  Hebtet  Brt;cb  be  dis- 
charged from  further  attendance  on  the  Select 
Committee  on  Agricultural  Labourers  (Ire- 
land) : — Mr.  CoRRT  added  to  the  Committee.— 
{Mr.  Solicitor  Qeneralftr  Ireland.) 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  after 
Five  o'clock  in  iLe  morning. 


HOUSE    OP    LOEDS, 
Tuetday,  29th  July,  1884. 


MINUTES.]— Public  Bills— JSr»<  Seadimg— 
Pablio  Works  Loans*  (221);  Metropolitan 
Board  of  Works  (Money)"  ('J22). 

Committee — Report — Contagious  Diseases  (Ani- 
mals) Act,  1878  (Districts)*  (206);  Naval 
and  Greenwich  Hospital  Pensions*  (203); 
Teachers'  Residences  (Ireland)  •  (214). 

Report — Yorkshire  Registries*  (219). 

Third  Reading — Strensall  Common*  (195),  and 
patted. 

PRIVATE  BILLS— AMENDMENTS  TO 

STANDING  ORDERS. 

resolutions. 

The  Earl  of  EEDESDALE  (Ohaib- 
MAN  of  Committees)  moved  that  the 
Standing  Orders  relating  to  Private 
Bills  be  amended— (1.)  All  Bills  (not 
being  Estate  Bills)  seeking  power,  with 
reference  to  certaia  subjects  (which  are 
set  out  at  length),  are  in  their  Orders 
termed  Local  Bills,  and  are  divided 
into  two  classes,  according  to  the  sub- 
jects to  which  they  respectively  relate. 
(2.)  Notices  in  reference  to  Street  Tram- 
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ways  BDls  ;  Subway  Bills ;  diversions  of 
wafer  —  deposit  of  maps,  plans,  and 
diagrams ;  deposit  of  Bills  precedent  to 
applications;  estimates;  proofs  of  con- 
sents ;  restrictions  as  to  mortgage  [and 
other  particulars]. 

The  Eahl  of  CAMPERDOWN  was 
understood  to  say  that  under  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  it  was  sometimes  doubtful 
whether  a  Bill  should  be  introduced  as 
a  private  one  or  a  public  one. 

The  lord  CH.\NCELL0R  said, 
that  on  two  occasions  this  Session  the 
question  had  been  raised — once  when 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  brought 
in  a  Bill  to  prevent  the  creation  of 
charges  on  ecclesiastical  lands,  under 
any  Land  luiprovement  Act,  without 
the  consent  of  the  Patron  and  Ordinary 
— there  being  a  Company  in  the  West 
of  England  in  whose  Private  Act  there 
were  no  such  safeguards — when  it  was 
said  that  certain  notices  were  neces- 
sary, though  the  Bill  did  not  affect 
the  vested  right  of  any  person,  but 
would  apply  gouerally.  It  was  snid 
that  it  was  a  Private  or  Hybrid  Bill ;  but 
lie  (the  Lord  Cbancellor)  objected  to  that 
view  of  the  matter.  The  other  instance 
was  when  his  noble  Friend  vthe  Earl  of 
Camperdown)  brought  in  a  Bill  enabling 
all  persona  to  know  what  charges  of 
Water  Companies  they  had  to  meet. 
That  Bill  took  away  no  right  whatso- 
ever, and  it  did  not  como  within  the 
Standing  Orders.  It  was  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  a  Public  Bill,  and  not  a 
private  one  ;  but  it  was  objected  to  as 
being  a  Private  Bill,  and  was  not  pro- 
ceeded with.  He  hoped  that  next  year 
Lis  noble  Friend  would  persevere  in  his 
efforts,  and  ho  would  give  him  all  the 
support  in  his  power. 

The  MABQrEss  of  SALISBURY 
P')intod  out  that  if  any  question  arose  in 
the  Iluuse  of  Commons  as  to  whether  a 
Bill  was  a  private  or  public  one,  it  was 
decided  by  the  Speaker,  and  in  tbeir 
Lordships'  House  by  a  vote.  If  there 
were  any  doubt  as  to  tbo  character  of 
the  Bill,  the  question  sbould  bo  decided 
by  a  vote  of  tho  House. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mofttl, "  That  the  Sbuiding  Orders  in  relfttion 
to  LabouriDg  Cl-.ms  Dtvelling^s  be  amooded,  and 
New  Orders  lidded." — {The  ilaiqiu4»  of  Salii- 
biiiy.) 

Motion  agrted  to. 

The  said  Orders  to  be  printed,  as 
amended,     (No.  224.) 


and  Art. 


EGYPT— THE  CONFERENCE. 
QUESTION. 


UK 


TitE  Mahquess  of  SALISBURY:  I 
beg  to  ask  the  noble  Earl  tho  Foreign 
Secretary,  Whether  he  has  any  informa- 
tion to  give  the  House  with  respect  to 
the  Conference  ? 

Eabl  GRANVILLE :  I  have  to  in- 
form  the  noble  Marquess  that  the 
Plenipotentiaries  met  to-day  ;  but  they 
had  not  received  an  answer  to  the  repre- 
sentations which  tlioy  made  to  their 
different  Courts,  and,  at  present,  I  have 
nothing  to  add  to  what  I  stated  yester- 
day. 

LITERATURE,   SCIENCE,   AND  ART- 
NATIONAL  PORTRAIT  UALLERY. 

QUESTIOW.       OBSERVATIONS. 

LoKD  FORBES  asked,  Whether  there 
were  any  funds  available  for  the  pur- 
chase of  pictures  for  the  National  Por- 
trait Gallery ;  and  also  when  the  cata- 
logue was  likely  to  be  re-issued  ?  He 
declared  that  it  would  be  much  to  be 
regretted  if  the  nation  lost  tbe  chance 
of  acquiring  from  the  Blenheim  Collec- 
tion Raphael's  "Madonna"  and  Van- 
dyke's equestrian  picture  of  Charles  I. 
The  latter  certainly  should  be  pur- 
chased for  the  Portrait  Oalli-ry — one  of 
the  most  interesting  collections  of  pic- 
tures in  the  country.  But,  notwith- 
fetanding  it^  valuable  and  interesting 
character,  it  was  miserably  housed,  and 
almost  unprotected  against  fire. 

Loud  LAMINQTON  said,  he  quite 
agreed  with  the  noble  Lord  as  to  the 
great  value  of  the  collection ;  but  thought 
that  tho  building  in  which  tho  pictures 
were  plated  was  unworthy  of  them.  He 
also  concurred  in  thinking  that  some- 
thing ought  to  bo  done  to  guard  those 
pictui'es  against  the  extreme  danger  they 
wore  exposed  to  from  fire.  The  Gallery 
was  a  most  valuable  one,  and  largely 
consisted  of  donations  from  various 
families  ;  and  yet  the  Government  were 
content  to  see  it  liable  to  be  burnt  down 
at  any  moment. 

LoKD  THURLOW  said,  that  he  was 
afraid  he  must  tontine  his  answer  to  the 
Questions  on  the  Paper.  It  appeared 
that  the  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the 
National  Portrait  Gallery  Trustees  were 
very  limited,  and  consisted  only  of  an 
annual  Vote  in  the  House  of  Commons 
of  £750.      As  regai'ded   this  year,    h« 

2  £  3 


•99 


Tk*  Btux 


fOQlDCOKS] 


CIbmL 


M« 


ifAfdtt  iAtA»  that  L^/A  of  that  amooat 
bad  Wm  anticipated  hy  th«  Tmsteea 
in  th«  pan;luMf>  of  important  pictures 
in  tfa«  rtemai  Hamilton  sale.  There- 
for«,  t1i«T«  r«rmain«d  available  of  this 
ywr**  Voto  only  £250,  and  that  had 
all  \x:«a  *P«nt.  The  National  Portrait 
(IhWitrj  Tnut«««  would  nr/t  be  in  a 
position  to  make  any  further  addition 
it>  tho  coU'jction  until  after  March  next, 
trh^n  they  would  come  into  the  receipt 
of  the  usual  Vote  of  £750,  A  new  nata- 
lo(^i0,  ho  was  informed,  was  in  the 
hands  <A  the  printers,  and  would  be 
availdble  alnif/st  immediately.  There 
would  he  aluo  a  supplomcntary  pam- 
phlot,  wliichwos  in  course  of  preparation, 
and  that  would  bo  obtainable  by  the 
public  for  f>d.  A  brief  list,  for  the 
urice  of  'id.,  would  likewise  be  issued 
hy  the  Trustees  of  all  the  more  recent 
iutorvoting  acquisitions  which  had  been 
made  by  them. 

liOiii)  FOIIDES  again  inquired  whe- 
ther the  valuable  Vandyke  could  not  be 
souurod  for  the  collection  ? 

[No  reply.] 

THE  SUEZ  CANAL, 
0BSBHTATI0N8. 

liOiii)  LAMINOTON,  in  calling  the 
attonticm  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
to  the  condition  of  the  Suez  Canal,  said, 
lio  luul  rocoivod  terrible  accounts  of  the 
fiiul  condition  of  that  Caual ;  and  whon 
thoy  rofloctod  tlint  79  per  cent  of  the 
Vimi«>l>t  pawsiug  through  it  wore  British, 
tluur  Iiorddlupo  would  see  that  the 
tion  wnn  ouo  of  importance.  Th^  ,  , 
Kiu-1  (Kurl  Oranvillo)  Btatod>/^'^°°^® 
to  a  Question  rocontly  puJJf'?;.*^^®' 
it  wns  tho  duty  of  tliif^to  him,  that 

to  tho  condition  cfX^Comp^^y  ^  ^l 
cou(r.dli.d  ♦'-;jii»*!rthe  Canal;  but  who 
,u»|.' tuanoffie  Company  in  case  tJiey 
dilKStedtheirduty?    The  presence  of 
"the  cholera  in  France  made  this  matter 
all  the  more  serious.      This  was   the 
foulest  cesspool  that  ever  existed ;  there 
was  no  current  through  it  at  all,  and 
unless  some  steps  were  taken  hy  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  who  in  all  these 
matters    were    virtually    supreme,    no 
remedy  would  be  found  against  so  dan- 
gerous a  state  of  things. 

Eabl  GEANVILLE  :  I  om  afraid  I 
hove  not  much  to  add  to  what  I  stated 
the  other  day.  The  noble  Lord  informs 
us  that  ho  has  received  the  information 
he  has  stated  to  the  House ;  but  Her 

LordTh^arhw 
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Majeeiv's  Gorenunent  havo  reeeived  no 
oomphunta,  the  Snea  Oanal  Coouwny 
have  received  no  complaiiita,  aaa  the 
Commanders  of  Her  Majeaty'a  ahipa 
paesing  throngh  the  Canal  haTD  made 
no  complaints.  At  the  aame  time,  I 
think  it  extremely  likely  that  tliat  nar- 
row piece  of  water  may  not  be  free  from 
some  of  the  chargee  the  noble  Liord  has 
brought  against  it.  But  the  waterways 
in  this  country  are  not  altogether  free 
from  these  chargee.  The  noble  Lord 
has  described  the  condition  of  things  in 
Egypt,  and  I  need  not  go  into  that.  I 
would  remind  him  that  there  is  no  doubt 
whatever  of  the  position  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  of  Parliament  as  to  the  water- 
ways in  this  country,  and  yet  I  believe 
the  state  of  the  Biver  Thames  is  not  so 
perfect  as  we  could  desire.  What  I  stated 
the  other  day  was,  that  the  Canal  Com- 
pany is  responsible  for  the  waterway; 
and  I  may  add  that  the  Egyptian  Gbvem- 
ment  is  responsible  for  the  towns  on  the 
shores  of  the  Canal.  The  noble  Lord 
knows  that  it  is  a  very  thinly-populated 
country,  and  that  the  only  town  there, 
except  Port  Said  and  Suez,  is  the  small 
town  of  Ismailia,  situated  in  the  recess 
of  a  very  considerable  lake,  and  that 
the  real  difficulty  we  have  to  deal  wiUi 
arises  from  the  small  dimensions  of  the 
Canal.  The  noble  Lord  is  aware  that  a 
Technical  Commission  is  employed  in 
considering  a  plan  for  the  deepening  or 
very  much  ^vlss^sg  taQ  Canal,  and  I 
^0P£Ji&  result  of  their  labours  will  be 
Sown  at  the  end  of  the  year  or  the  bo- 
ginning  of  the  next  year. 

House  adjourned  at  Five  o'dook, 

to  ThoTBday  next,  a  quarter 

paat  Ten  (/clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Tuesday,  29th  July,  1884. 


MINUTES.]— Select  Committeb  —Seport  — 
Charitable  Trusts  AcU  [No.  306], 

Supply — contidered  in  Committee — Crvii  Sia- 
■vicB  Estimates — Class  III. — Law  and  Jus- 
tice. 
Setoliitiom  [July  28J  repotted. 

Private   Bill    {by   Order)— Second   jReadiiig — 
Bristol  Corporation  (Docks  Purchase). 

PcBLic  Bills— Seo»irf  Heading — Public  Health 
(Ireland)  (DistricU)  [311]- 

Committee— Baigh  Police  and  Health  (Scotland) 
{re.eomm.)    [296]  —  B.r. ;    BeTenue,    ftc.  * 
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[300T — B.p.  ;  Supremo  Court  of  Judicturo 
Amendment  [307]— r.p. 

Ctmmiltei  —  Report  —  Sretropolitan  Asylums 
Board  (Borrowing  Powers)  •  [310];  Superan- 
nuation •  [U6J ;  Expiring  Laws  Uontinuanoe  • 
[306]. 

Cummittee — Report — Third  Reading — Chartered 
Companies  [1)04],  nnd  pamed. 

Coiuidfrtdnt  amendtd — Tnfnnts  [308]. 

Centidrrtd  an  nmtiidtJ— Third  Rendinti — Prose- 
oation  of  Offences  •  [287],  and  patted. 

Third  Xradiiip—'kliMlaTy  Pensions  and  Yeo- 
manry Pay  •  [302],  and  pmted. 

Withdrawn  —  Magistrates  (Ireland)  Salaries* 
[292] ;  Shannon  Navigation  •  [201]. 


PRIVATE   BUSINESS. 


BRISTOL   CORPOKATIOX  (DOCKS  PUR- 
CHASE) BILL  [Lordi]  (by  Ordtr). 
SECOND  HEADING. 

Order  for  Second  Heading  read. 

Motion  mado,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  tlio  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr,  WAETON,  in  moving  to  leave 
out  from  the  word  "  That  "  to  the  end 
of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the 
words — 

"This  House  declines  to  sanction  a  Bill  which 
inTolvei  the  principle  of  trading  by  a  Corpora- 
tion, which  provides  for  the  sale  of  Docks  to  the 
Corporation  of  Bristol  at  an  excessive  price, 
which  is  opposed  to  the  interests  of  the  rate- 
payers of  that  city,  which  is  obnoxious  to  a 
targe  number,  if  not  the  majority,  of  those 
ntepayers,  and  on  which  those  ratepayers  have 
not  had  a  fair  opportunity  of  expressing  thsir 
views," 

said,  he  felt  it  his  duty,  in  consequence 
of  representations  made  to  him  on  be- 
half of  ft  very  large  number  of  owners 
of  property  and  ratepayers  in  Bristol — a 
^_  very  large  number  indeed-^to  try  and 
^B  get  the  passage  of  this  Bill  delayed,  in 
^■^  order  that  the  interests  of  some  thou- 
sands of  persons  might  be  fairly  consi- 
dered.    The  persons  he  represented  had 
not  yet  had  nn  opportunity  of  having 
their  case  considered.     Their  agent  and 
ropresontative  was  Mr.  Henry  Brown, 
of  Bristol,  who  was  the  owner  of  some 
J        20  houses  in  that  city,  and  ground  land- 
^K  lord  uf  24  more ;  and  Mr.  Brown  was 
^1  prepared  to  show,  from  his  own  case, 
'  '     how  the  rates  would  be  increased  by  the 
Bill.     It  was  rather  a  difficult  and  com- 
plicated matter  to  deal  with.     If  it  had 
been  the  practice  of  the  House  to  pre- 
teut  Petitions  before  prooeediog  with 


Private  Bill  Business,  he  should  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  presenting  the 
very  largely  signed  Petition  he  held  in 
his  hand,  bearingthe  names  of  more  than 
1  S.OOO  owners  of  property  and  ratepayers 
in  Bristol;  but  by  the  Rules  of  the  House 
he  could  only  refer  to  it  in  this  indirect 
manner.  He  believed  it  was  not  com- 
petent for  him  to  present  the  Petition 
then  ;  but  if  it  had  been  the  practice  to 
present  Petitions  before  the  time  of  Pri- 
vate Business,  he  should  have  been  able 
to  lay  this  upon  the  Table,  and  have  it 
read  by  the  Clerk.  The  Petitioners  were 
apprehensive  that  their  interests  would 
be  very  much  injured  by  the  provisions 
of  the  present  Bill.  The  number  of 
signatures  would  have  been  very  largely 
increased,  as  a  great  number  of  rate- 
payers were  anxious  to  sign  the  Peti- 
tion ;  but,  owing  to  the  accident  of  Mr. 
Brown  now  living  at  Eastbourne,  a  con- 
siderable number  of  the  signatures  had 
been  sent  there,  and  were  not  included 
in  the  Petition.  Whatever  the  number 
of  signatures  to  the  Petition  was,  it 
should  be  remembered  that  the  Petition 
itself  followed  a  much  larger  one  signed 
by  5,000  or  6,000  of  the  ratepayers  of 
Bristol,  which  had  been  lodged  in  the 
Private  Bill  Office  on  the  19th  of  the 
present  month.  His  objections  to  the 
Bill  were  of  a  two-fold  character.  He 
objected  to  it  first  on  general  principles, 
upon  which  point,  however,  he  would 
not  saj'  much,  as  it  was  not  necessary  to 
do  more  than  simply  inrlicate  his  belief 
that  it  was  a  very  unsound  principle  for 
a  Corporation  to  buy  up  a  number  of 
Docks  and  become  a  private  trading 
Company.  Such  action  on  their  part 
must  necessarily  amount  to  undue  in- 
torfereneo  with  private  enterprize,  and 
certainly  was  not  an  economical  way  of 
currying  on  a  trade.  He  found  that  in 
London  all  tlio  great  Dock  undertakings 
wore  in  the  hands  of  private  individuals, 
and  even  in  that  wonderful  Bill  for  the 
government  of  London,  introduced  by 
tho  Home  Secretary,  only  to  be  with- 
drawn, there  was  no  proposition  to  give 
powor  to  the  Corporation  of  London  to 
take  over  the  Dock  undertakings  of  the 
Metropolis.  Again,  at  Liverpool  tho 
same  principle  obtained,  and  the  large 
Dock  interests  were  kept  quite  clear  and 
distinct  from  the  busiuess  and  functions 
of  the  Corporation.  Ho  knew  that, 
owing  to  a  serious  accident,  there  had 
been  no  opportunity  yet  for  the  thou- 
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Bands  of  ratepayers  of  Bristol  who  were 
opposed  to  the  IBill  to  be  heard  before 
in  Committee.  There  was  an  attempt 
made  by  Mr.  Brown  to  obtain  a  hearing 
before  the  House  of  Lords;  but  that 
hearing  failed,  becauso  it  was  held  that 
he  had  no  loans  standi,  and  that  ho  was 
really  represented  by  the  Corporation, 
who  were  the  promoters  of  the  Bill. 
Now,  it  was  quito  evident,  from  what 
had  recently  taken  place  in  that  House, 
tliat  it  wa.s  the  tendency  of  the  feeling 
and  wish  of  tlie  House  to  give  a  fuller 
opportunity  to  all  claf  see  of  persons  who 
believed  they  were  injured  bj'  a  Private 
Bill  to  have  a  Iociik  standi  before  Com- 
miltees,  Only  a  week  or  two  ago,  the 
House  carried,  by  a  small  majority,  but 
still  by  a  majority,  a  Eesolution  affirming 
the  principle  that  such  Bodies  as  a 
Chamber  of  Commerce  or  a  Chamber  of 
Agriculture  should  be  entitled  to  bo 
heai'd  before  Eailway  Bill  Committees 
in  reference  to  a  projected  railway. 
Now,  whatever  value  a  Chamber  of 
Commerce  or  a  Chamber  of  Agriculture 
possessed,  it  could  not  be  said  to  be  of 
the  same  importance  or  to  have  the  same 
interests  as  thousands  of  ratepayers  in  a 
large  city  like  Bristol.  Without  weary- 
ing the  House  with  details  which  might 
bo  somewhat  difficult  to  follow,  ho  would 
simply  say  that  the  present  Bill  was 
introduced  for  the  purijoso  of  sanctioning 
the  purchase  of  no  less  than  four  dif- 
ferent Dock  properties — namely,  the 
Avonmouth  Company,  the  Avonmouth 
Warehouse  Company,  the  Portishead 
Company,  and  the  Portishead  Ware- 
house Company.  The  confusion  was 
made  worse  confounded  by  the  proposals 
contained  in  the  Bill  for  payment  by 
instalments.  Nothing  appeared  to  be 
made  quite  clear  until  they  came  to  the 
iftmounts  that  had  to  be  paid.  What 
•was  it  that  had  to  bo  paid?  If  they 
turned  to  the  ninth  and  tenth  pages 
of  the  Bill,  they  would  find  particulars 
of  the  enormous  sum  that  was  to  be 
paid  by  the  unfortunate  ratepayers  of 
Bristol  in  order  to  carry  out  the  designs 
of  the  Corporation.  Adding  up  the 
amounts  to  bo  paid  to  the  different  Com- 
panies by  separate  instalments,  it  would 
be  found  that  they  came  to  the  total  of 
£800,000.  Ho  altogether  objected  to 
these  terms,  quite  apart  from  the  gene- 
ral principle  to  which  ho  had  referred, 
on  the  ground  that  the  price  was  exces- 
sive, because  these  Docks  were  an  utter 

Mr.  JFarton 


failure.  Hitherto  they  had  not  boen 
carried  on  at  a  profit ;  and,  so  far  as  the 
Corporation  of  Bristol  was  concerned,  he 
contended  that  the  ratejjayers  would  bo 
required  to  complete  a  purchase  which 
would  involve  a  considerable  amount  of 
loss.  More  than  that,  the  people  who 
advocated  the  buying  of  these  Docks 
were  also  the  sellers  of  the  property, 
being  holders  of  shares,  and  the  consent 
of  the  Town  Council  to  the  purchase  had 
been  accorded  in  a  manner  that  was 
highly  improper.  It  was  quito  true  that 
the  statutory  meeting  was  held  ;  but  the 
Mayor  at  that  meeting  induced  the  Town 
Cuuncii  to  leave  the  matter  in  his  hands. 
He  said,  in  effect — "  Leave  it  all  to  me. 
There  are  certain  difficult  matters  con- 
nected with  the  business  which  you  will 
never  understand ;  I  can  manage  the 
whole  matter  myself."  When  the  Mayor 
condescended  to  give  an  explanation  to 
a  few  private  friends,  they  ingenuously 
confessed  that  they  were  no  wiser  than 
they  were  before.  The  Mayor  himself 
was  deeply  interested  in  the  transfer, 
and  probably  that  was  the  reason  why 
all  his  proceedings  had  been  shrouded 
in  mystery.  He  (Mr.  Warton)  saw  both 
of  the  hon.  Members  for  Bristol  present, 
and  ho  thought  they  would  not  deny 
that  they  were  also  interested,  the  one 
to  a  large  extent,  and  the  other  to  a 
lesser  degree.  In  fact,  many  of  the 
would-bo  purchasers  were  vendors  at 
tht;  same  time ;  and,  thoroforo,  there 
was  no  wonder  that  the  matter  was 
pressed  beforo  the  House  as  the  transfer 
of  the  Docks  to  the  Corporation  was  the 
only  way  of  saving  the  undertaking 
from  financial  ruin.  According  to  the 
most  common  rules  of  equity,  no  man 
ought  to  be  the  buyer  and  the  seller  at 
the  same  time.  Regardless  of  the  inte- 
rests of  the  ratepayers,  the  Mayor  in- 
duced the  Council  to  believe  that  he 
alone  understood  this  complicated  mat- 
ter, and  the  Council  acquiesced,  although 
it  was  true  they  were  given  to  under- 
stand that  the  annual  cost  to  which  the 
ratepayers  would  be  subjected  would 
only  be  £000  a-year.  But  at  a  subse- 
quent meeting,  last  Tuesday,  the  Mayor 
admitted  to  the  Council  that  thore  had 
been  a  miscalculation  in  estimating  the 
expense,  and  that  it  would  be  £8,000 
a-year.  A  meeting  was  held  in  May 
last  of  the  inhabitants;  but  the  agents 
and  servants  of  the  Mayor  were  able  to 
overpower  them  by   the  admissioa  ot 
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Avonmouth  roughs,   who  played  their 

Eart  somewhat  in  the  same  way  as  the 
ired  men  in  the  Hyde  Park  Demon- 
Btration  last  week.  Thus  the  free  views 
of  the  ratepayers  was  not  heard.  In 
order  to  show  what  might  be  expected 
if  that  free  view  could  be  heai-d,  ho 
might  mention  that  in  reference  to  the 
intention  of  the  Corporation  to  carry 
out  another  scheme,  having,  however, 
no  connection  with  the  present  Bill — and 
he  merely  gave  it  as  an  illustration  to 
show  that  the  Corporation  had  not  the 
confidence  of  the  ratepayers — the  pro- 
posal of  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  was 
defeated  on  a  poll  by  15,000  to  6,000. 
This  afforded  ample  proof  that  the 
Mayor  and  Corporation  did  not  possess 
the  confidence  of  the  great  majority  of 
the  ratepayers  of  Bristol.  All  he  claimed 
now  was  that  there  should  bo  afforded 
ample  opportunity  for  inquiry.  In  bis 
opinion,  it  was  eminently  a  case  for  in- 
quiry. They  were  now  getting  near  the 
end  of  the  Session ;  time  was  precious, 
and  the  Bill  was  being  pushed  forward 
in  a  way  which  prevented  it  from  re- 
ceiving full  consideration.  It  certainly 
seemed  rather  hard  that  the  ratepayers 
of  Bristol  should  be  required  to  come 
forward  and  find  out  all  that  was  being 
done  within  the  week.  Ho  was  satisfied 
that  if  the  House  would  allow  a  full 
inquiry,  and  would  give  the  ratepayers 
an  opportunity,  in  some  way,  of  ac- 
quiring a  lonti  standi  before  the  Com- 
mittee, in  order  to  ventilate  the  matter 
free  from  the  hands  of  the  Avonmouth 
roughs,  the  House  would  not  consent  in 
the  end  to  pass  the  Bill.  A  Petition, 
largely  signed,  had  already  been  pre- 
sented ;  and  he  was  assured  that  a  very 
considerable  number  of  ratepayers,  who 
had  not  yet  signed  the  Petition,  were 
ready  to  do  so.  The  manner  in  which 
the  negotiations  had  been  conducted  by 
the  Mayor  certainly  justified  the  suspi- 
cion that  things  were  not  altogether  as 
they  ought  to  be,  and  that,  at  all  events, 
a  considerable  body  of  ratepayers  who 
would  be  burdened  with  increased  taxa- 
tion ought  to  have  their  ease  heard. 
In  regard  to  the  price  to  be  paid,  he  had 
already  stated  that  those  Docks  were  not 
worth  buying  at  all  j  but  if  the  House 
would  analyze  the  provisions  of  the  Bill 
they  would  find  that  no  less  a  sum  than 
£800,000  was  to  be  paid  for  them.  He 
contended  that  such  a  price  was  exces- 
•ive.  For  the  Portiahead  Dock  £230,000 


was  to  be  given,  added  to  which  was 
£100,000  recited  in  the  Bill  as  having 
been  already  advanced  in  some  myste- 
rious way  by  tho  Corporation,  making 
£350,000  altogether,  when,  so  far  as  tho 
Portishead  Company  was  concerned, their 
undertaking  might  have  been  purchased 
for  £300,000.  It  was  evident,  there- 
fore, that  £50,000  wore  entirely  thrown 
away  by  the  Corporation  of  Bristol,  and 
that  the  interests  of  the  ratepayers,  which 
they  ought  to  have  protected,  had  been 
altogether  neglected.  He  strongly  de- 
precated the  manner  in  which  the  nego- 
tiations had  been  conducted.  It  was  ex- 
ceedingly improper  for  the  Mayor  to 
manage  everytliing  by  himself;  no  at- 
tempt was  made  to  obtain  the  views  of 
the  Town  Council  before  the  business 
was  completed.  Under  such  circum- 
stances, it  was  most  objectionable  to 
hurry  the  Bill  through  tho  House,  and 
it  was  in  tho  interest  of  thousands  of  the 
ratepayers,  who  were  anxious  to  obtain 
a  toeua  itandi  in  opposition  to  the  Bill 
before  the  Committee,  that  he  submitted 
this  Resolution. 

CoLo.N-EL  KING-HAEMAN  seconded 
the  Eeaolution. 

Amendment  proposed, 

To  leave  out  from  the  word  "  That "  to  th« 
end  of  the  Qucation,  in  order  to  add  the  words 
"  this  House  declines  to  sanction  a  Bill  which 
involrcs  tho  principle  of  trading  by  a  Corpo- 
ration, which  provides  for  the  sale  of  Cocks  to 
the  Corporation  of  Bristol  at  on  excetsire  price, 
which  is  opposed  to  the  interests  of  the  rate- 
payers of  that  city,  which  is  obnoxious  to  a 
large  number  if  not  the  majority  of  those  rate- 

Eayers,  and  on  which  those  ratepayers  have  not 
ad  a  fair  opportunity    of    expressing    their 
views," — (Mr.  irarton,) 

— instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

Ma.  SAMUEL  MORLEY  said,  he  had 
utterly  failed  in  his  attempt  to  discover 
the  ground  upon  which  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Bridport  (Mr.  "War- 
ton)  was  opposed  to  this  Bill.  He  was 
there  to  express  his  opinion  that  a  more 
straightforward  transaction  had  never 
been  submitted  to  tho  House  of  Com- 
mons. He  represented  a  city  which  he 
ventured  to  say,  without  any  boast,  con- 
tained about  the  usual  average  of  men 
engaged  in  trade  and  commerce  to  be 
found  in  any  large  town ;  and  as  to  the 
reflection  cast  upon  the  Mayor,  in  re* 
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ference  to  his  conduct  in  this  trausac- 
tion,  it  was  utterly  undeserTed.  The 
Mayor  occupied  that  distinguished  posi- 
tion for  the  fourth  time,  having  been  re- 
elected without  opposition,  with  a  view 
to  carrying  out  the  very  scheme  with 
respect  to  which  the  panotion  of  the 
House  was  now  asked.  In  1848,  under 
the  provisions  of  an  Act  of  Parliament, 
the  Corporation  purchased  the  City 
Docks;  and  since  that  period  thero  had 
been  establitihed  two  large  Docks,  and 
there  had  been  carried  on  for  some  years 
a  very  foolish  and  a  very  ruinous  com- 
petition, by  which  the  trade  of  Bristol 
had  been  seriously  affected.  Owing  to 
the  bitterness  of  the  controversies  which 
it  caused  in  reference  to  those  Docks,  it 
was  thought  most  advantageous  that 
the  Docks  should  be  secured  under  one 
management.  The  usual  course  was 
followed  of  calling  a  public  meeting  of 
the  ratepayers.  He  might  sny  that  the 
Council  of  the  Corporation,  numbering 
64,  had,  with  perfect  unanimity,  without 
a  division,  sanctioned,  on  two  or  three 
occasions,  the  motions  which  had  been 
laid  before  them  for  the  carrying  out  of 
this  scheme.  A  meeting  of  owners  and 
ratepayers  had  also  been  called,  at  which 
the  terms  of  the  purchase  were  made 
known,  the  matter  discussed,  and  the 
Bill  passed  in  the  ordinary  way.  Any 
kowner  or  ratepayer  could  at  the  meeting 
have  demanded  a  poll,  and  a  poll  was, 
in  fact,  demanded  by  one  ratepayer,  who 
was  really  the  Petitioner  on  this  occa- 
sion, and  who  was  connected,  as  ho  un- 
derstood, with  the  Liberty  of  Property 
? Defence  League.  [Mr.  Wartox  :  No.] 
[  Ho  had  had  a  paper  placed  in  his  hands 
[■yesterday  which  was  headed  "The  Li- 
berty of  Property  Defence  League,"  and 
it  had  reference  to  a  Petition  to  which, 
no  doubt,  a  number  of  names  had  been 
attached.  The  Corporation  had  learnt 
that  the  signatures  had  been  obtained 
to  this  Petition  by  canvassers  who  got 
60  much  a  hundred  for  the  names  at- 
tached. It  was  said  that  the  negotia- 
tions which  had  been  carried  on  by  the 
Mayor  were  in  secret.  It  was  perfectly 
well  known  that  the  indi^^dual9ungnged 
in  carrying  on  original  negotiations  in  a 
matter  of  this  kind  must  have  confidence 
reposed  in  them ;  and  he  ventured  to 
say  there  was  no  man  in  the  City  of 
Bristol  in  whom  confidence  had  been 
more  largely  extended  than  in  the  gen- 
tleman who  occupied  the  distingpiished 
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position  of  Mayor  of  Bristol.  The  meet- 
ing at  Bristol  was  almost  unanimous 
upon  the  question  ;  and  the  only  Petition 
which  had  been  lodged  against  the  Bill 
was  one  bearing  a  few  hundred  names, 
many  of  which  were  alleged  to  be  fictitious, 
in  a  city  of  more  than  200,000  inhabi- 
tants. Hejsincerely  trusted  that  the  House 
would  give  the  Bill  a  second  reading. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question  put. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  eommitlid. 

EARL  OF  DEVON'S  ESTATES  BILL. 
RESOLUTION. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That,  in  tho  cnee  of  the  Earl  of  Devon's 

Estates  Bill  [Loiile],  Standing  Order   23d   be 

Biupendcd,  and  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  aecoad 

time." — {Sir  Charlei  Fomter.) 

Mb.  PULESTON  said,  he  rose  to  a 
point  of  Order ;  but  he  did  not  know 
whether,  if  opposition  were  raised  to  a 
Bill,  it  would  be  right  to  discuss  the 
question  then  ? 

Mb.  8PKAKEE  :  If  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman objects  to  the  proposal,  the  Bill 
must  stand  over  until  to-morrow. 

Ma.  PULESTON  said,  ho  had  no  ob- 
jection to  discuss  the  Bill  now. 

LoBD  EANDOLPH  CHURCHILL 
said,  that  as  the  Motion  had  been  made, 
and  tho  hon.  Member  was  desirous  of 
discussing  it,  it  must,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  stand  over. 

Mh.  speaker  :  That  is  what  I  in- 
tended to  convey  to  the  hon.  Member. 

Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  speaker  said,  the  Standing 
Order  directed  that  when  Notice  of  op- 
position was  given  a  Private  Bill  must 
stand  over  until  the  following  day. 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL 
a»ked  if  it  was  understood  that  the  Bill 
would  not  come  on  to-morrow  ? 

CoLoxEL  GERARD  SMITH  said,  that 
in  the  case  of  the  Hull  and  Barnsley 
Bill,  where  a  similar  Notice  was  given, 
it  was  put  down  for  the  next  day. 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL 
said,  he  apprehended  that  it  would  be 
competent  to  move  that  the  Order  etand 
over  until  Thursday. 

Mb.  speaker  :  The  time  for  mak- 
ing that  Motion  will  be  to-morrow,  until 
wliich  day,  under  the  Standing  Order, 
the  Bill  must  now  stand  over. 
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POrtfrnril,  That,  in  the  case  of  tho  Earl  of 
Povoti's  EBtnti'S  Kill  [Lords],  Standing  Order 
2io  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time  To-morrow. 

B  GREAT     WESTERN     RAILWAY     AND 

■        BRISTOL  AND  TORTISHEAD  PIER 

H         AND  RAILWAY  COMPANIES  BILL. 

^^^^ 

^^^f  BESOLUTIOK. 

^r    Motion  made,  nnd  QueBtion  proposed, 
^^     "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Groat  Western  Rail 
■way  and  Bristol  and  PortisheaJ  Pier  and  Rail- 
way Companies  Bill  [Lordt],  Standing  Orders 
211.  236,  aud  237  be  suspended,  and  that  the 
^Committee  on  the  Bill  have  leave  to  sit  and 
ed  upon   Thursday  neit."—  {Sir  Cfiarln 

Mb.  WARTON  said,  he  thought  that 
I  n  longer  time  ought  to  bo  given  for  the 
consideration  of   the  Bill.     It   was  all 
very  well  for  the  hon.  Member  for  Bris- 
tol (Mr.  S.  Morloy)  to  say  that  it  was 
J      satisfactory  to  the  Body  which  ho  repre- 
^fteeuted.     The  hon.   Member,  in  regard 
^Pto  a  previous  Bill,  made  a  comparison 
between  the  population  of  Bristol,  which 
was  over  220,000,  and  the  5,000  or  7,000 
ratepayers   who    petitioned  against    it. 
The  comparison,  however,  was  scarcely 
fair,  because  the  inhabitants  of  the  city 
included  women   and  children ;  and   it 
was  a  well  known  fact  that  when  a  poll 
[■was  taken  upon  a  recent  occasion  15,000 
ratepayers  wore  on  one  side,  and  6,000 
fon  tho  other.     It  was,   therefore,  only 
Ifair  to  assume  that  the  persons  who  oc- 
Icupied  the  position  of  ratepayers  in  the 
ity  of  Bristol  did  not  exceed  21,000  or 
22,000.  and  out  of  that  number  G,000 
7,000  had  already  shown  that  they 
pere  in  opposition  to  the  BiU.     Thore- 
_  fore,  to  say  that  the  qupstion  they  were 
dealing  with  affected  220,000  persons, 
I     and  that  the  number  who  wished  to  ho 
^Bheard  in   opposition  was   consequently 
^Brcry   insigniticant,    was   hardly    a   fair 
^Kiomparison ;  and,  in  order  to  afford  fur- 
bather  time  for  the  consideration  of  the 
matter,  he  would  move  that  the  Com- 
mittee upon  the  Bill  be  not  proccedod 
with  until   Monday  next.     He  strongly 
^_xrt)jeoted  to  the  wholesale  suspension  of 
^■Btunding   Orders   in  order   that  a  Bill 
^nhould   be  proceeded  with  which    pro- 
^K^sed  to  effect  a  purchase  contrary  to 
^  the  interests  of  the  ratepayers. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
the  word  "  Thursday,"  in  order  to  insert 
the  word  "Monday," — {Mr.  Worton,) — 
iuiitead  thereof. 


Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  Thui-sday  '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Mr.  SAMUEL  MORLEY  wished  to 
make  an  appeal  to  the  House.  It  would 
be  fatal  to  the  measure  if  this  postpone- 
ment were  to  take  place  ;  and  he  must, 
therefore,  resist  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member. 

Colonel  GERARD  SMITH  thought 
that  the  rule  which  had  been  followed  in 
the  Hull  and  Bam^ley  case  ought  to  be 
followed  in  this  instance.  This  was  a 
case  of  emergency ;  and,  as  the  BiU 
was  opposed,  the  further  hearing  ought 
to  be  deferred  until  to-morrow. 

Question  put,  nnd  oi/reed  to. 
Main  Question  put. 

Ordered,  Tliat,  in  tho  case  of  the  Groat  Wes- 
tern Railway  and  Bristol  and  Portishciid  Pier 
and  Railway  Companies  Bill  [Lordt],  Standing 
Orders  311,  'J36,  and  237  be  suspended,  and  that 
the  Committee  un  tho  Bill  have  leave  to  sit  and 
proceed  upon  Thursday  next. 

QUESTIONS. 

0 

THE  CONGO  RIVER— THE  INTERNA- 
TIONAL ASSOCIATION. 

Mr.  J.\C0B  BRIGHT  asked  tho 
Undor  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  "What  progress  has  been  made 
in  regard  to  tho  proposed  International 
Commission  for  the  Lower  Congo ;  and, 
whether,  with  regard  to  the  Upper 
Congo,  Her  Majesty's  Government  is 
prepared  to  recognize  the  International 
Association  under  the  presidency  of  tho 
King  of  the  Belgians  ? 

LoED  EDMOND  FITZMAURIOE : 
Some  further  communications  of  a  con- 
fidential character  have  passed  in  regard 
to  tho  proposed  International  Commis- 
sion. Her  Majesty's  Government  have 
not  decided  to  take  any  step  to  recognize 
the  International  Association. 

SiB  HERBERT  MAXWELL:  Would 
the  noble  Lord  inform  the  House  whe- 
ther it  is  true,  as  has  been  stated,  that 
the  right  of  pre-emption  of  the  territory 
undor  the  control  of  the  Association  was 
offered  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  in 
preference  to  France  ? 

Loun  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE: 
I  think  any  Question  in  regard  to  the 
pre-emption  in  regard  to  France  had 
better  be  put  on  the  Paper.  If  the  hon. 
Baronet  puts  it  down  for  Thursday,  I 
shall  endeavour  to  answer. 
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said  on  a  former  occasion.  Before  the 
original  Report  was  submitted  to  me, 
tho  Head  Constable  of  the  district  had 
made  personal  inquiries  at  the  houses  of 
both  John  Cobaiu  and  William  Hunter, 
and  had  learned  from  the  wife  of  the 
former  that  no  permission  had  been 
asknd  to  eroct  the  arch ;  and  from  the 
latter,  that,  when  asked,  he  had  refused 
permission  for  its  erection.  It  is  now 
alleged  that  it  was  his  wife  who  had 
rofused  the  permission.  With  regard  to 
the  suggestion  that  the  house  of  the 
parish  priest  was  not  concerned  in  the 
matter,  the  facts  are  that  tho  arch  was 
attached  on  one  side  to  a  pipe  which 
runs  down  between  tho  houses  of  the 
parish  priest  and  John  Cobain,  and  was 
stretched  across  tlie  street  at  an  angle  in 
front  of  the  jmest's  windows,  being 
fastened  on  tho  opposite  side  to  a  pipe 
on  Hunter's  house.  I  was  correctly  in- 
formed that  a  disturbance  occurred  in 
connection  with  au  arch  erected  in  this 
place  on  a  former  occasion.  The  cir- 
cumstance took  place  in  1878,  and  a 
repetition  of  it  on  this  occasion  was 
apprehended. 

Mr.  sexton  asked  whether  the 
arch  was  not  within  two  feet  of  the 
jjttrish  priest's  window  ? 

Mb.  TREVELYAN  said,  he  thought 
that  extremely  probable. 

POOR   LAW  (IRELAND)— ELECTION  OF 
GUARDIANS-INQUIRY  AT  COOTE- 

niLL,  CO.  TYRONE. 
Mb.  HEALY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Is  it  the  fact  that,  at  the  Cootohill  in- 
quiry, it  transpired  that  Vaughan  Mont- 
gomery, Esq.  J. P.,  Crilly,  Aughnacluy, 
county  Tyrone,  lodged  a  claim  to  voto 
as  lessor  of  Patrick  McCabe,  Mountain 
Lodge,  on  a  valuation  of  £19  10«.,  and 
that,  by  tho  .sworn  evidence  of  Mr.  P. 
MoCabe,  his  lease,  and  rent  receipts,  it 
was  proved  that  Mr.  Montgomery  had 
no  interest,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  this 
holding;  and,  will  he  ask  this  magis- 
trate for  au  explanation  of  tho  filing  of 
this  claim  ? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN:  I  have  already 
more  than  once  answered  the  Question 
as  it  stands  on  the  Paper ;  but  I  pro- 
etune  that  what  the  hon.  Member  desires 
to  know  is  what  view  is  taken  of  Mr, 
Montgomery's  oxplanati' 


give  euch  directions  as  he  may  think 
proper  for  the  enforcement  of  the  law. 
I  have,  however,  this  day  received, 
through  the  hon.  Member  for  the  County 
of  Tyrone,  a  further  statement  from  Mr. 
Montgomery  on  the  subject,  which  I 
shall  forward  at  once  to  the  Attorney 
General.  Whether  or  not  it  will  modify 
bis  view  of  the  case  I  cannot  at  present  I 
undertake  to  say. 

Mb.  HEALY:  In  addition  to  that, 
will  the  facts  be  laid  before  the  Lord 
Chancellor '? 

Mb.  TREVELYAN  :  I  think  the  best 
way  to  ascertain  the  facts  is  to  try  them 
in  a  Court  of  Law. 

WAYS  AND  MEANS— INLiVND  REVENTJE  ' 
DEPART.MENT  —  LIGHT      SOVE- 
REIGNS AND  HALF-SOVEREIGNS. 

SiB  EARDLEY  WILMOT  asked  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  If,  for  the 
convenience  of  the  public,  he  will  direct 
written  notices  to  bo  atlixed  in  various 
parts  of  the  Inland  Revenue  Department 
at  Somerset  House,  informing  persons 
who  come  there  to  make  payments  in 
gold,  that  they  will  be  mulcted  for  any 
deficiency  of  weight  in  the  sovereign  and 
balf-sovereign  ? 

Mb.  COURTNEY :  I  am  told  that  a 
printed  notice  to  the  effect  suggested  by 
the  hon.  Baronet  is  already  atiixed  to 
every  desk  in  Somerset  House  at  which 
money  is  received. 

Sill  EARDLEY  WILMOT:  Was  it 
done  yesterday  ? 

Mr.  COURTNEY:  No;  they  hare 
been  there  some  time. 


UK 


General  advised  n 
not  satisfactory,  ai 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH— VACCINATION- 
TEE  DEWHBURT  GUARDIANS. 

Me.  HOPWOOD  asked  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  Whe- 
ther the  stipulation  proposed  by  the 
Dewsbury  Guardians  on  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  public  vaccinator,  that  he 
shcjuld  *'  guarantee  children  from  any 
injury  from  vaccination,  and  accept  the 
responsibility  of  any  injuries  that  might 
arise  from  his  vaccination  of  any  per- 
son," will  bo  sanctioned  by  the  Depart- 
ment? 

Mr.   GEORGE  RUSSELL :    As  re- 
gards  the    function    of   a  public    vac- 
cinator, he  is  bound  to  obey  rules  which 
are  sufficient  to  prevent  any  but  a  very 
fl  Attor»^^Mtoate  risk  of  injury  to  any  vaccinated 
"f  th  *"*•> ;    and    the    Local    Government 

)u  consider    that    such    an    official 
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trary  to  the  advico   of  their  cTinirman, 
Mr,  Foley,  up  to  tho  8th  July,  ho  re- 
maining nt  lodgings ;  did  the  Lay  Oom- 
^  niissioners  go  back  to  Lord  Rossmore's 
Kjiotel  on  the  16th  July,  although  their 
^chairman  returned  to  the  former  lodg- 
ings ;  did  the  latter  inform  them  there 
■was  accommodation    for    ail,    and,    in 
Hpito   of  hia  request   that   they  should 

■leave,  did  the  Lay  Oommissioners  refuse 
to  do  80  ;  did  the  Commissioners  adjudi- 
cate on  a  large  number  of  cases  on  Colo- 
nel Lloyd's,  tho  AVeatenra,    and    Lord 
^Jlossmore's  estates,  after  they  went  to 
^nojourn   in   Lord  Gossmoro'a   hotel;   is 
the   Government  aware  that  their  de- 
cisions are  most  unsatisfactory  to  the  ton- 
ants  ;  and,  are  any  of  these  gentlemen 
!     to   be    re-appointed   after  the   31st    of 
^LAu^ust  ? 

■  Mb.  TREVELYAN  :  I  fear  I  have  no 
means  of  ascertaining  the  facts  as  to  all 
the  details  which  the  hon.  Member  asks 
for  in  the  earlier  paragraphs  of  this 
Qiiofition.  The  Chairman  of  the  Sub- 
Commission  reports  as  follows  with  re- 
i^ard  to  them  : — 

'  The  communications  which  passed  betwean 

no  and  my  coUeagues  on  the  matter  of  their 

r  tojouming  at  Tjord  Kossmore's  hotel  were  purely 

lof  a  privato  nature,  and  I  will  not  answer  any 

linquiries  in   reference   to    thom.     Jlr.   Ilealy 

"inquires  wliether,  during  tho  sojourn   at  that 

hutcJ,  the  ,Suh-Commiaaioners  adjudicated  on  a 

Tge    number    of    cases  on    Colonel  Lloyd's, 

the  WeKtenm,  and  Lord  Rossmore's  estates.  On 

eferring  to  the  printed  list,  I  find  the  numbers 

Bre— on  Colonel   Lloyd's  estate,  one;  on  Lord 

Rossmore's  eight;  and  on  the  Westenra,  about 

II.     Whether  the  decisions  were  satisfactory  or 

'  the  reverse  the  Commissioners  hare  not  heard." 

lu  reply  to  the  last  paragraph  of  the 
"bon.  Member's  Question,  I  may  say 
Ihat  tho  list  of  gentlemen  which  I  read 
ti3  the  House  a  few  days  ago  as  having 
been  selected  for  re-appointment  did 
lot  include  tho  names  of  any  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  constituted  No.  8  Sub-Com- 
mission. 

rRIME  AND  OUTR.VGE  (IRELAND)— 
ORANGEMEN  AND  ROMAN  CATHO- 
LICS-FIRING  INTO  A  TRAIN. 
Lord  ARTHUR  HILL  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  tho  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Whether  he  is  aware  that  a 
train,  conveying  members  of  tho  Loyal 
Orange  Institution,  on  the  12th  instant, 
from  Newry  to  Ballyroney,  was  fired 
into  whilst  passing  through  a  Roman 
Catholic  district,  known  as  TuUyorion, 
iiear  Banbridge ;  and,  whether  any,  and, 


if  so,  what  stops  have  been  taken  by  tho 
police  with  a  view  to  discovering  the 
perpetrator  of  the  above  outrage  ? 

Mil.  TREVELYAN :  I  am  informed 
that  tho  facts  are  that  several  shots 
wore  fired  from  a  considerable  distance 
at  a  special  train  leaving  Banbridge  for 
Ballyroney  after  the  sham  fight  at 
Scarva,  on  the  evening  of  tho  14th  July. 
One  bullet  entered  a  carriage ;  but, 
fortunately,  no  one  was  in  the  compart- 
ment. A  number  of  Orangemen  were 
in  the  train.  The  locality  is  a  Roman 
Catholic  one.  The  police  have  made 
very  minute  inquiries ;  but  they  have  not 
succeeded  in  getting  any  information 
which  would  enable  them  to  take  action. 
Shots  had  been  fired  by  Orangemen  from 
a  train  in  this  locality  on  the  12th,  and 
the  shots  on  the  14th  are  supposed  to 
have  been  fired  in  retaliation.  It  is 
right  to  add  that  it  is  not  known  that 
the  shots  fired  from  the  train  on  the  12th 
contained  bullets. 

IRELAND  —  ORANGE    PROCESSIONS  — 

THE  12th  of  JULY  CELEBRATIONS 

—  ORANOE   ARCH,   OLENARM,  CO. 

ANTRIM. 

Lord  ARTHUR    HILL    asked    tho 

Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 

of  Ireland,   Whether  his   attention  haa 

been  drawn  to  a  lettur  which  appeared 

in    The   Belfast  News  Letter  on  the  23rd 

instant — 

"The  Arch  at  Glanorm.— Sir,  We,  tho 
owners  and  occupiers  of  the  two  houses  from 
which  the  Orange  arch  was  suspended  on  1 2th 
July  lust,  are  very  much  surprised  at  the  reply 
given  by  tho  Chief  Secretary  to  Lord  Arthur 
Hill  in  tho  House  of  Commons  last  night. 

"  We  beg  to  give  tho  statements  therein  made 
the  fullest  acd  most  emphatic  oontrudiction. 
No  arch  was  ever  erected  there  against  our 
will,  nor  was  there  ever  any  disturbance  in 
Glonarm  in  connection  with  an  arch. 

■>  We  ore  prepared  to  make  atfijavits  to  this 
effuct. 

"  In  to-day's  issue  of  Morning  Xcwi  we  tee 
that  !^Ir.  Sexton  insinnatod  that  the  arch  was 
attached  to  the  house  of  t)ie  pariah  priest.  All 
we  can  say  in  reply  to  this  is  that  neither  of  ua 
is  a  parish  priest. 

"  (Signed)  John  CoiiAtir, 

"William  Hi  nter;  " 

and,  whether  ho  still  adheres  to  the 
statement  which  he  made  on  the  22nd 
instant,  or  whether  he  proposes  to 
modify  it  in  any  manner  ? 

Mk.  TREVELYAN  :  The  further  in- 
quiries made  in  this  matter  do  not  neces- 
sitate any  material  alteration  in  what  I 
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said  on  a  former  occasion.  Before  the 
original  Report  was  submitlod  to  me, 
tlie  Head  Constable  of  tbe  district  had 
made  personal  inquiries  at  the  houses  of 
both  John  Coljaiu  and  William  Hunter, 
and  had  loanied  from  the  wife  of  the 
former  that  no  pemiissiou  had  been 
naked  to  erect  the  arch  ;  and  from  the 
latter,  that,  when  asked,  he  bad  refused 
permission  for  its  erooiion.  It  is  now 
alleged  that  it  was  his  wife  who  had 
refused  the  permission.  With  regard  to 
the  suggestiou  that  the  house  of  the 
parish  priest  was  not  concerned  in  the 
matter,  the  facts  are  that  the  arch  was 
attached  on  one  side  to  a  pipe  which 
runs  down  between  the  houses  of  the 
parish  priest  and  John  Cobain,  and  was 
stretched  ncroas  the  street  at  an  angle  in 
front  of  the  priest's  windows,  being 
fastened  on  the  opposite  side  to  a  pipe 
on  Hunter's  house.  I  was  correctly  in- 
formed that  a  disturbance  occurred  in 
connection  with  an  arch  erected  in  this 
place  on  a  former  occasion.  The  cir- 
cumstance took  place  in  1878,  and  a 
repetition  of  it  on  this  occasion  was 
apprehended. 

Mb.  sexton  asked  whether  the 
arch  was  not  within  two  feet  of  the 
parish  priost's  window  ? 

Me.  TREVELYAN  said,  he  thought 
that  extremely  probable. 

POOR  LAW  (IRELAND)— ELECTION  OF 
OUARDIANS-INaUIRY  AT  COOTE- 

HILL,  CO.  TYRONE. 
Mr.  HEALT  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Is  it  the  fact  that,  at  the  Cootehill  in- 
quiry, it  transpired  that  Vaughau  Mont- 
gomery, Esq.  J.P.,  Crilly,  Aughnaohiy, 
count}'  Tyrone,  lodged  a  claim  to  vote 
as  lessor  of  Palrick  McCabe,  Mountain 
Lodge,  on  a  valuation  of  £19  10*.,  and 
that,  by  the  sworn  evidence  of  Mr.  P. 
McCabe,  his  lease,  and  rent  receipts,  it 
■was  proved  that  Mr.  Montgomery  had 
no  interest,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  tliis 
holding ;  and,  will  he  ask  this  magis- 
trate for  an  explanation  of  the  filing  of 
this  claim  ? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN:  I  have  abeady 
more  than  once  answered  the  Question 
as  it  stands  on  the  Paper ;  but  I  pre- 
sume that  what  the  hon.  Member  desires 
to  know  is  what  ^^ew  is  taken  of  Mr. 
Montgomery's  explanation.  The  Attor- 
ney General  advised  me  yesterday  that 
it  is  not  satisfactory,  and  that  he  would 

Jlr.  I'revetyan 


give  Buch  directions  as  he  may  think 
proper  fur  the  enforcement  of  the  law. 
I  have,  however,  this  day  received, 
through  the  hon.  Member  for  the  County 
of  Tyrone,  a  further  statement  from  Mr. 
Montgomery  on  the  subject,  which  I 
shall  forward  at  once  to  the  Attorneyl 
General.  Whetlier  or  not  it  will  modifyJ 
his  view  of  the  case  I  cannot  at  presentj 
undertake  to  say. 

Mb.  HEALY:  In  addition   to   that,! 
wiU  the  facts  be  laid  before  the  Lord 
Chancellor  ? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  :  I  think  the  best 
way  to  ascertain  the  facts  is  to  try  them 
in  a  Court  of  Law. 

WAYS  AND  llEANS— INLAND  REVENTBI 
DEPARTMENT  —  LIGHT      SOVE- 
REIGNS AND  HALF-SOVEREIGNS.! 

Sir  EARULEY  WILMOT  asked  thai 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  If,  for  the 
convenience  of  the  public,  he  will  direct 
written  notices  to  be  ai&xed  in  various 
parts  of  the  Inland  Revenue  Department 
at  Somerset  House,  informing  persona 
who  come  there  to  make  payments  in 
gold,  that  they  will  be  mulcted  for  any 
deficiency  of  weight  in  the  sovereign  and 
half-sovereign  ? 

Mb.  COURTNEY:  I  am  told  that  a, 
printed  notice  to  the  effect  suggested  byj 
the  hon.  Baronet  is  already  alKxed  to  I 
every  desk  in  Somerset  House  at  which  j 
money  is  received. 

8m  EARDLEY  WILMOT :  Was  i&| 
done  yesterday  ? 

Mr.  COURTNEY:  No;  they  have 
been  there  some  time. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH— VACCINATION— 
THE  DEWSBDRY  GUARDI.ANS. 

Mr.  HOPWOOD  asked  the  President! 
of  the  Ijical  Govornment  Board,  Whe- 
ther the  stipulation  proposed  by  the 
Dewsbury  Gunrdians  on  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  public  vaccinator,  that  he 
should  "  guarantee  children  from  any 
injury  from  vaccination,  and  accept  the| 
responsibility  of  any  injuries  that  might 
arise  from  bis  vaccination  of  any  per- 
son," will  be  sanctioned  by  tlie  Depart- 
ment? 

Mr.   GEORGE  RUSSELL :    As  re- 
gards  the    function    of   a  public    vac- 
cinator, he  is  bound  to  obey  rules  which 
are  sufficient  to  prevent  any  but  a  very  I 
minute  risk  of  injury  to  any  vacciuateal 
person ;    and    the    Local    Government ' 
Board  consider   that   such    an    official 
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Dugbt  not  to  lie  culled  on  for  more  tlion 
[a  due  observance  of  those  rules, 

Mb.  HOPVVOOD:  I  understand, 
then,  that  the  public  vaccinator  cannot 
guarantee  children  from  any  injury,  and 
cannot  accept  responsibility  for  injuries. 

^H     [No  reply.] 

INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOLS  flRELAlO))— 
^  TIPPERARY  GRAXD  JURY,  SOUTH 
^        RIDING. 

Colonel  COLTEURST  askod  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Whether  he  is  aware  that 
be  Tipporary  Grand  Jury,  (Soutli  Eiding, 
have  persiistently  donlinod  to  contribute 
towards  the  support  of  cliildren  from 
that  county  in  industrial  schools  ? 

Mu.  TREVELYAN  :  The  Inspector 
of  Ileformatary  and  Industrial  Schools 
informs  me  that  the  Grand  Jury  of  the 
Bouth  Eiding  of  Tipporary  have  never, 
so  far  as  he  is  aware,  contributed  to  in- 
dustrial schools.  It  has  been  recom- 
taendod  by  the  Royal  Comrnission  that 
iBUchcontributionsfi-om  local  rates  should 
compulsorj' ;  but  this  would,  of 
juiro  legislation. 

[LITERATURE,    SCIENCE,    AND    ART— 

THE  ROYAL  ACADEMY. 

Sin  ROBERT  PEEL  asked  the  First 

I  Commissioner  of  AVorks,  Whether  it  is 

la  fact  that  the  annual  value  of  the  pre- 

[misea  occupied  by  the  Royal  Academy, 

'nt  the   public    expense,   at   IJurlington 

[House,    may   be   estimated    at    £7,000 

fa-year,  or  what  is  the  eatimatod  annual 

value  of  the  said  premi-ses? 

Mb.    SHAW   LEFEVEE,    in  reply, 
'eaid,   that  the  value   of  the  bind  and 
buildings  hnndcd  over  to  the  Royal  Aca- 
^^demy  in  18G6  was  £8-1,000.     They  were 
^■transfeiTed  for  a  term  of  999  years  at  a 
^■nominal  rent.     Since  then  the  Academy 
had  made  large  additions  to  the  build- 
ings, by  adding  a  storey  and  a  gallery,  at 
their  own  cost. 


^ 


AHMY— MILITARY  FENSIONERS-COSI 
PETITION  FOR  THE  CIVIL  SERVICE. 
Mn.  GREER  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  Whether  it  is  a  fact  that 
Military  pensioners  are  not  permitted  to 
compete  with  civilians  for  an  appoint- 
ment in  connection  with  the  War  Office 
Department ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  will 
consider  the  advisability  of  altering  the 


Warrant,  so  as  to  enable  pensioners  to 
compete  for  such  appointments? 

The  Marcjuess  of  HARTINQTOX  : 
Not  only  are  pensioners  not  excluded 
from  competition  for  offices  in  the  Civil 
Service,  but  they  are  protected  from  ex- 
clusion under  the  limits  of  oge  by  being 
allowed  to  deduct  from  their  actual  ago 
at  the  time  of  competition  the  period 
they  have  passed  in  the  Military  Ser- 
vice. 

STR.VIT3  SETTLEMENTS-THE  EAJAH 
OFTENOM— CUEWOF  THE  "  NISERO." 

Mn.  STOREY  asked  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Atfaira,  Whe- 
ther the  Dutch  Government  continues  to 
make  it  one  of  the  conditions  of  itsjoint 
action,  that  the  Rajah  shall  give  in  his 
submission  to  Holland  as  his  lawful 
suzerain,  thereby  using  the  aflair  of  the 
Nitiro  as  a  lever  for  securing  what  it  has 
vainly  sought  for  years  to  gain  by  force 
of  arms ;  and,  whether  it  is  the  case 
that  tho  Government  are  prepared  to 
embark  in  joint  Military  action  with  the 
Dutch,  in  face  of  the  view  of  the  Go- 
vernor of  Singapore  that  only  a  com- 
promise between  the  Dutch  and  Acheen- 
ese  con  save  the  loss  of  the  crew  of  the 
Nittro,  and  without  obtaining  tho  opi- 
nion of  our  competent  officers  on  the 
spot  as  to  the  wisdom  and  sufficiency  of 
the  contemplated  action  '/ 

LoBD  EUMOND  FITZMAURICE: 
Tho  Rajah  some  years  ago  signed  a 
fonual  submission  to  the  Netherlands 
Authorities  ;  and,  as  may  be  seen  from 
Mr.  Maxwell's  Report  (page  8,  Nether- 
lands, No.  1 ),  the  Netherlands  Govern- 
ment have  now  made  it  one  of  the  con- 
ditions of  their  re-opening  the  ports  to 
tradi',  and  thereby  putting  an  end  to  the 
state  of  tilings  which  has  been  the  cause 
of  the  seizure  of  the  crow  of  tho  NUero, 
that  the  Rajah  should  cease  from  hia 
rebellion.  The  blockade,  as  I  have  al- 
ready explained,  was  a  belligerent  mea- 
sure adopted  by  the  Dutch  ;  and  unless 
Her  Majesty's  Government  were  pre- 
pared either  to  have  had  recourse  to 
naval  action  so  as  to  put  an  end  to  it, 
and  theri'bv  enforce  their  own  views,  or 
to  have  violated  Dutch  ten-itory  by  send- 
ing an  armed  expedition  into  the  interior 
without  tho  consent  of  the  Netherlands 
Government,  no  other  course  was  open 
to  them  but  that  now  adopted,  which  is 
the  most  likely  to  succeed — namely,  to 
act  in  concert  with  the  Netherlands  Go- 
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vernment  on  terms  mutually  agreed 
upon.  The  projected  action  is  taken  on 
the  full  rcBponsibility  of  the  Home  Au- 
thorities. The  projected  Brrungemont 
is  in  tho  character  of  a  compromise,  as 
the  Dutch  undertake,  in  the  event  of  the 
surrender  of  the  crew  and  th<j  submis- 
sion of  the  Rajah,  to  open  the  ports,  and 
keep  them  open,  and  also  to  pny  the 
Hajah  a  sum  of  money.  I  trust  that, 
all  tho  principal  points  for  \diich  tho 
Sajah  has  been  contending  having  now 
been  practically  conceded  to  him,  the 
prisoners  will  be  released,  and  Hor  Ma- 
jesty's Government  will  be  spared  the 
necessity  of  having  recourse  to  tho  only 
alternative  which  will  then  be  left  to 
them — namely,  a  joint  armed  expedition 
to  effect  their  release  by  force,  and  punish 
the  Bajah. 

ABYSSINIA-CONCESSION  UNDEll  TUE 
TREATY  OF  AUOWA. 

Bahon  HENEY  DE  worms  asked 
the  Uuder  Secretarj'  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether,  by  Articles  II.  and 
111.  of  the  Treaty  of  Adowa  of  iUnl 
June  1884,  concluded  between  Admiral 
Hewett,  on  behalf  of  Great  Britain  aud 
Egypt,  and  King  Johannisof  Abyssinia, 
Kassala,  Amedib,  and  Sanliit  are,  after 
the  1st  of  SeptemVicr  of  this  year,  to 
bo  ceded  to  King  Johannis;  whether 
Kassala,  Amedib,  and  Sanhit  did  not 
become  the  property  of  Turkey  after 
their  conquest  by  Mehemet  Ali  and  the 
subsequent  Treaty  of  1810;  and,  whe- 
ther the  Porte  was  consulted  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government  prior  to  the  con- 
clusion of  the  present  Ti-eatj',  and  con- 
sented to  relinquish  its  rights  over  the 
above-named  places  in  favour  of  King 
Johannis  ? 

Sir  WILFEID  LAW80N  asked  the 
Uuder  iSecretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether  Article  III.  of  the 
Abyssinian  Treaty,  by  which  the  King 
of  Abyssinia  engages  to  facilitate  the 
withdrawal  of  the  Khedive's  troops  from 
the  Soudau,  means  that  ho  is  to  allow 
these  troops  to  pass  through  his  terri- 
tory, or  whether  it  contemplates  his  send- 
ing on  army  into  the  Soudan  ? 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAUEICE  : 
Neither  Kassala  nor  Amedi'o  has  been 
ceded  under  tho  Treaty.  On  and  after 
the  Ist  of  September  tho  disputed  terri- 
tory called  the  Bogoa  country,  in  which 
Siinhit  is  situated,  is  to  be  restored  to 
Abyssinia.     Tho    respective    claims    of 
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Egypt  and  Abyssinia  to  the  Bogos  coun- 
try have  been  a  matter  of  dispute  be- 
tween Egypt  and  Abyssinia  for  many 
year.a,  and  there  is  nothing  to  show  that 
it  ever  formed  part  of  the  territories 
comprised  in  any  of  the  Firmans ;  and 
it  was,  therefore,  not  necessary  to  con- 
sult tho  Porte.  My  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Carlisle  (Sir  Wilfrid  Law- 
son)  will  see  by  the  text  of  the  Treaty 
that  tho  Third  Article  only  contemplates 
facilities  being  aflorded  for  the  passage 
of  the  Egyptian  troops  through  the 
territory  of  King  John  ;  but  if  he  will 
refer  to  Abyssinia,  No.  1,  1884,  page  6, 
he  will  find  that  Sir  William  Uewett 
believes  the  King  to  intend  to  take 
possession  of  Kassala  and  Amedib  upon 
the  retirement  of  the  Egyptian  garrisons. 


POST  OFFICE  (SCOTLAND)— POSTAL 

FACILITIES  IN  LEWIS. 
Mr.  MACFARLANE  asked  the  Post- 
master  General,  If  his  attention  hns 
been  called  to  tho  wajit  of  postal  facili- 
ties in  the  district  between  Loch  Erisart 
aud  Loch  Shell  in  Lewis,  where,  with  a 
population  of  over  1,500,  there  is  no 
postal  communication  of  any  kind  ;  and, 
if  he  will  consider  the  possibility  of 
opening  a  Post  Office  at  some  convenient 
point  ? 

Me.  FAWCETT:  My  attention  has 
not  been  previously  called  to  the  postal 
doticioncy  roforrod  to;  but  I  will  make 
inquiries  and  oommuuicate  with  the  hon. 
Member. 

CHURCU  OF  ENGLANU-THE  ENGLISU 
CHURCH  AT  VIENNA. 

Mr.  LABOUCHEEE  asked  the  Un- 
der Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  By  what  right  the  Foreign  Offico 
appropriated  a  church  in  Vienna,  which 
was  paid  for  by  tho  British  residents  in 
that  city,  and  whether  he  will  soo  that 
it  be  handed  back  to  its  real  owners ; 
and,  whether  he  is  aware  that  this 
church  is  at  present  closed,  as  the  Chap- 
lain of  tho  Embassy  has  left  Vienna  oa 
a  holiday  without  making  any  provision 
for  tho  services  of  the  church  to  be  con- 
ducted during  his  absence  ? 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAUEICE: 
Tho  Foreign  Office  has  not  appropriated 
a  British  church  at  Vienna.  The  funds 
for  building  the  church  referred  to  were 
raised  by  public  subscription.  The  pro- 
perty is  not  vested  in  Her  Majesty'e  Go- 
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vemment,  but  in  the  Bishop  of  Londou 
and  Lis  successors,  with  the  consent  of 
the  British  residents  at  Vienna  who  were 
mibscribers  to  the  church  fund.  The 
building  was  placed  under  the  control 
and  jurisdiction  of  the  British  Ambiis- 
sador  in  187.5,  in  order  to  remove  diffi- 
culties caused  by  the  fact  that  the  Church 
of  England  form  of  worship  not  bfiug 
one  of  those  recognized  by  Austrian  law 
the  services  would  have  been  illegal.  It 
is  presumed  that  the  Chaplain,  if  he  is 
absent,  has  proceeded  on  leave  of  ab- 
sence; but  Her  Majesty's  Ambassador 
at  Vit-nna  has  not  reported  his  departure 
or  the  closing  of  the  church. 

Mr.  CAUSTON  :  I  would  like  to  ask 
the  noble  Lord  if  the  Chaplain  referred 
to  is  the  same  as  the  Chaplain  at  Vi<?nna, 
to  whom  we  vote  every  year  £.'300  in  the 
Estimates  ? 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZTMAURICE  : 
That  is  quito  correct.  That  Chaplain 
has  an  annual  holiday,  and  he  is  taking 
that  holiday  now. 

rOREKiX  OFFICE— FRONTIER  RECiULA- 
TION8  ON  TIIK  CONTINENT, 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  asked  the  Un- 
der Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Atfairs,  Whether,  for  the  benefit  of  those 
travelling  or  about  to  travel  on  the  Con- 
tinent, hi:  will  direct  Her  Majesty's 
Diplomatic  and  Consular  Agents  abroad 
to  Keep  the  Foreign  Office  informed  of 
all  regulations  affecting  passengers, 
which  are  temporarily  ordered  by  Foreign 
Government.s  at  the  Frontiers  of  their 
respective  States,  and  make  public  the 
sainc  through  the  medium  of  the  Press  ? 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURIOE: 
Tlie  regulations  referred  to  hy  the  hon. 
Member  are  supplied  regularly  by  Her 
Majesty's  Diplomatic  and  Consular 
Agents  abroad,  and  are  nt  once  pub- 
lished by  the  Board  of  Trade  in  The 
London  Gazette. 

Ui\7  AND   POLICE   (IRELAND) -THE 
ARRE.ST  OF  .MR.  CHANCE. 

Mb.  KEALY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
What  course  he  intends  to  take  with 
the  policeman  who  arrested  Mr.  Chance, 
Solicitor? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN:  The  Commia- 
eiuner  of  Police  reports  as  follows  : — 

"Owing  to  threats  by  letter  and  otherwise 
Alice  Carroll  ha*  boon  under  police  protection 
aince  tlie  I'huenix  Park  trials.     VraterJny,  be- 


tween 2  and  3  o'clock,  Constable  79  D  saw  two 
men,  atranf(ers  to  him,  go  into  the  house  of 
Alice  Carroll.  Tlio  girl's  father  said  they  wore 
strangers,  and  remarked  to  the  constable  th:>t 
they  might  not  be  after  any  good.  Mrs.  Carroll 
then  came  out  of  the  house,  and  told  the  con- 
stable he  need  not  bo  uneasy  aa  the  two  men 
iogido  were  police-conaUiblea  of  the  F  Division, 
and  they  were  joking  Alice  about  Constable 
Fanners,  of  that  division,  who  had  formerly 
been  a  sweetheart  of  hers.  The  constable  ro- 
mained  out«ide  the  door,  and  in  a  few  minntes 
Mrs.  Carroll  again  came  out  and  appeared 
frightened,  saying  that  the  two  men  were 
<lui'»tioning  Alice  in  the  room  alone  with  them, 
and  that  the  questions  wore  about  Mr.  Bolton. 
Jlrs.  Carroll  then  called  Alice  to  come  out  of  the 
room,  and  on  her  coming  out  Alice  spoke  to  tho 
constable.  She  said  she  wus  afraid  the  two  men 
were  not  up  to  any  good,  that  at  first  thoy  had 
told  her  they  were  sent  by  Mr.  Mallon  to  make 
inquiries,  but  that  they  now  denied  it ;  also  that 
they  had  been  asking  her  about  Mr.  liolton,  and 
that  she  knew  nothing  about  Mr.  Bolton.  Juuo 
Carroll,  sister  to  Alice,  then  also  ctmo  out,  and 
said  the  men  were  not  there  with  any  good  in- 
tention. 149  D  came  up,  and  he  accompanied 
79  D  into  the  house.  On  going  into  the  room 
in  which  the  two  men  were,  the  man  who  was 
afterwards  identilicd  aa  Mr.  Chance  said, '  What 
do  you  want  'if '  The  constable  replied  that  ho 
wanted  to  know  liis  (Chance's)  business  there,  aa 
the  family  were  afraid  of  him.  Mr.  Chance  said 
they  need  not  be  afraid,  as  he  was  making  in- 
quiries. The  constable  aaked  his  name,  and 
Chance  gave  his  name  as  well  us  that  of  Meikle- 
jolm.  The  constable  said  they  must  come  to 
the  station-house  until  inquiriea  would  bo  made 
as  to  their  identity.  Mr.  Chance  replied  ho  could 
not  go  unless  ho  was  arrested.  The  constable 
said  he  must  bring  him  to  tho  station,  and  did 
ao.  On  coming  to  Mountjoy  Station  Mr.  Chance 
gave  his  name,  and  being  recognized  by  a  ser- 
geant was  at  once  released.  Mr.  Chance  asked 
to  have  a  charge  preferred  against  him,  but  the 
constable  replied  that  aa  the  name  and  address 
given  were  correct  ho  had  no  charge  against 
him.  On  coming  into  the  Carroll's  house  Air. 
Chance  and  Meiklejohn  diitinotly  stated  that 
they  got  the  address  from  Mallon,  and  that  he 
had  sent  them  ;  but  afterwards,  on  Alice  Car- 
roll's saj-ing  she  would  go  and  see  Mr.  Mallon 
bci-aelf,  Jlr.  Chance  told  her  not  to  imagine  tliat 
thoy  had  come  from  Mr.  Mallon,  that  their 
names  were  Chance  and  Moiklojohn,  and  that 
thoy  were  making  inquiries  about  Mr.  Bolton. 
They  did  not  get  the  length  of  asking  many 
questions  about  Air.  Bolton  before  tho  constjiblea 
cjimo  in.  Tho  entire  circumstaacos  under  which 
this  inquiry  wai  attempted  to  be  carried  out  by 
Mr.  Chance  were  so  extraordinary,  and  so  un- 
usual in  a  professional  way,  that  it  waa  not  very 
aurpriaing  to  find  the  auspiciona  of  the  constable 
aroused." 

Mr.  IIEALY  :  Is  this  your  own  ? 
Mr.  TEEVELYAN:    No;    it  is  aU 
part  of  the  Report.  [Resumes  reading.] 

"  1  think  the  conatable'a  action  waa  juititi- 
able  under  all  tho  circumatancaa." 

This  Report  is  signed  by  Mr,  Harrel, 
Chief  Commissioner  of  Police. 
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Mb.  HEALY  :  My  Question  ■was  not 
addressed  to  Mr.  Harrel,  but  lo  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  himself.  I  wished 
to  know  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
what  course  he  himself  intends  to  take  ? 

Mb.  TREVELYAN  :  In  the  case  of  a 
person  who  is  under  police  protection, 
and  who,  with  her  family,  are  in  gi-cat 
danger  of  annoyance  and  intimidation, 
I  must  say  that,  when  two  persons  go  in 
and  repi'esent  themselves — I  am  now 
making  the  case  given  by  the  police — 
■when  two  men  represent  themselves  as 
detectives  and  sent  by  the  head  of  the  De- 
tective Force,  and  then  afterwards  allow 
that  they  were  not  sent,  I  think  a  per- 
son in  that  position  has  a  perfect  right 
to  oppeal  for  protection  to  tlie  police, 
and  I  think  the  police  should  ail'ord  that 
protection.     [Mininlerial  cheers.~\ 

Me.  HEALY :  As  the  right  him.  Gen- 
tleman has  secured  the  applause  of  the 
House  by  that  statement,  I  would  usk 
him  whether  it  does  not  rest  solely  upon 
the  testimony  of  two  policemen  incri- 
minated in  this  matter  ?  I  would  ask 
Lim  whether  any  application  Las  been 
made  to  Mr.  Chance  and  Mr.  Meikle- 
john  for  theu-  version  ;  and  whi'thcr  he 
is  now  content  to  leave  the  matter  of 
this  arrest  of  two  persons  carrying  out 
an  investigation  against  a  Government 
ofiioiol  simjily  upon  the  statement  of  two 
policemen  who  have  committed  the  crime 
of  false  imprisonment  ? 

ilR.  TREVELYAN  :  As  I  stated  bo- 
fore,  whot  passed  in  Mrs.  Carroll's 
house  is  not  iu  question.  The  ijuestion 
is  what  the  CarroUs  told  the  policemen 
which  induced  the  policemou  to  go  in 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  moabures  to 
protect  them. 

Mr.  HEALY :  If  I  am  to  understand 
fiom  tho  Government  that  they  will  take 
no  steps  whatever — [Criego/"  Order'"] 
— I  am  quite  in  Order  in  this  matter — 
I  will  call  attention  to  the  subject  on 
the  Vote  for  the  Dublin  Metropolitan 
Police. 

Mr.  GRAY :  Have  any  policemen  in 
Ireland  a  right  to  take  into  custody 
any  individual,  and  then  refuse  to 
enter  a  charge  against  him?  [ Crift  of 
"  Answer  !  "]  Did  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman give  any  authority  to  policemen 
to  take  any  person  into  custody,  and 
thea  to  refuse  to  enter  a  clxarge  against 
him? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  :  That  is  a  Ques- 
tion of  which  I  would   prefer  Notice. 


If  there  are  suspicious  circumstances  { 
against  a  man  who  is  stated  to  have 
given  a  false  name  to  a  person  who  de- 
mands protection,  and  he  is  arrested, 
when  he  gives  his  true  name  he  shoiild 
be  released. 

Mu.  HEALY:  Will  the  right  lion. 
Oentloman  read  the  Report  again, 
aud  say  where — ["Oh,  oh!"j — well, 
the  riglit  hon.  Gentleman  has  insinuated 
that  Mr.  Chance  gave  a  false  name.  Ac- 
cording to  the  statement  read  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  Mr.  Chance,  when 
asked  his  name,  gave  it  on  two  occa'jions. 
I  wish  to  ask  ia  that  the  fact? 

Mu,  TREVELYAN:  Mr,  Chance 
gave  his  name. 

Mk.  IIEALY:  Then,  what  is  the  iD- 
sinuation  about  a  false  name?  XCritt  of 
"Order:"] 

Mu,  TREVELYAN:  Perhaps  the 
hon.  Gentleman  will  treat  mo  with  tho 
courtesy  I  always  show  him.  I  made 
no  insinuation  about  a  false  name ;  but 
the  statement  certainly  of  Alice  Carroll 
and  her  sister,  which  was  conveyed  to 
the  policeman,  was  that  these  men  had 
stated  they  were  detectives  sent  by  Mr. 
Mallon.  "False  name"  would  not  be 
a  correct  expression  to  use ;  but  they 
began  by  saying  they  were  detectives 
sent  by  Mr.  Mallon.  Afterwords  they 
gave  their  real  names.  When  they  had 
given  ditferent  accounts  of  themselves  it 
was  only  natural  the  police  should  arrest 
them. 

IRl.SII   LAND   COJI.AIiSSION   (SUB-COM- 
MISSIONERS)— GLEBE  LANDS  OF 

DKDMCKEE,.CO.  ARMAGH. 
Colonel  KING-HARMAN  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  i 
of  Ireland,  Whether  it  is  the  fact  that  I 
the  Land  Commissioners   have,   ia  tho  { 
case  of  the  Glebe  Lands  of  Drumcreo, 
county  Armagh,    reduced,    by    18    per ' 
cent.,   rents    proved  to  have   been   xin- 
chauged    since    1827,    aud,    subject  to 
which,    tenants  were  proved  to   have, 
even   so  lately   as  1880,  given   12  I0«. 
per  acre  for  the  tenant-right ;  whether 
said    lauds  were    purchased   from    the 
Church  Commissioners  by  the   present 
owner,  Mr.  Law ;    whether   the  rental 
furnished  by  them  showed  the  old  rents ; 
and  whether  the  valuation  made  by  the 
Commissionors'  valuator,  Mr.  M.  O'Bricu, 
to  give  the  tenants  the  benefit  of  tho  j 
clause  in  the  Chiu-ch  Act  in  their  favour, 
placed  neai'ly  twenty- four  years'  pur- 
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chose  on  said  rents,  and  thus  represented 
them  as  moderate  rents;  and,  whether 
the  Government  are  prepared,  out  of  the 
Irish  Church  surplus,  which  got  the 
benefit  of  the  price  produced  by  the 
Commissioners'  representations,  to  re- 
fund Mr.  Law  the  proportion  of  the 
purchase-money  so  obtained  from  him 
Dv  such  representations  ? 
'Mr.  TREVELYAN  :  This  Question  is 
on  the  Paper  without  Notice,  and  it  can- 
not be  answered  without  reference  to  the 
Sub-Commission  sitting  in  the  county 
of  Armagh. 

CONTAGIOUS    DISEASES    (ANIJULS) 

ACTS— CATTLE    IMPORTATION 

FROM   IRELAND. 

Colonel  KING-HAEMAN  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of 
Lancaster,  Whether  it  is  true  that,  at  the 
reception  of  a  deputation  which  waited 
upon  the  President  of  the  Council  and 
himself  on  Friday,  and  which  was  com- 
posed of  gentlemen  interested  in  the  im- 
portation of  cattle  from  Wyoming,  it 
was  stated  by  Lord  Wenlock  that  the 
English  graziers  ran  constant  risk  by 
the  importation  of  diseased  cattle  frou» 
Ireland ;  whether  this  statement  was 
allowed  to  pass  without  contradiction  ; 
whether  he  was  aware  of  u  Parliamou- 
tary  Return  recently  issued,  in  which  it 
is  shown  that  in  1879  only  64  cases  of 
foot-and-mouth  diseaf^e  existed  in  Ire- 
land;  that  in  1880,  1881,  and  1882  the 
country  was  free  from  disease,  and  that 
in  1 883  the  number  of  cases  amounted 
to  1H,502;  and,  whether,  having  re- 
gard to  the  fact  that  for  three  years 
Ireland  has  had  clean  bill  of  health,  and 
that  in  1883  it  was  well  known  that 
foot  and  mouth  diaeaso  were  introduced 
into  the  island  by  a  bull  imported  from 
England,  and  bearing  in  mind  that  that 
outbreak  was  speedily  stamped  out,  and 
that  there  has  mit  been  fur  some  months 
a  case  of  foot  and  mouth  disease  in  Ire- 
land, he  will  take  steps  to  remove  the 
"uipression  that  English  farmers  have 
reiison  to  fear  the  importation  of  Irish 
cattle,  which  his  silence  with  regard  to 
Lord  Wenlock's  statement  might  foster? 

Mn.  ARTHUR  ARNOLD:  I  rise, 
Sir,  to  a  point  of  Order.  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  states  in  his  Question 
that  the  deputation  which  waited  upon 
the  President  of  the  Council  and  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  on 
Friday,  was  composed  of  gentlemen  in- 

TOL.  CCXOI.    [thuid  sehies.] 


terested  in  the  importation  of  cattle  from 
Wyoming.  Now,  that  deputation,  as  I 
have  reason  to  know,  consisted  mainly 
of  Members  of  this  House.  I  wish, 
therefore,  to  ask  you.  Sir,  whether  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  is  not  called 
upon  to  take  steps  in  order  to  remove 
an  erroneous  impression  ? 

Ma.  SPEAKER:  I  understand  the 
hon.  Gentleman  to  object  to  the  re- 
cital in  the  Question  on  the  ground 
that  it  seems  to  imply  that  the  deputa- 
tion had  a  direct  interest  in  the  matter? 

Mr.  ARTnUR  ARNOLD  :  Yes. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  :  I  hare  no  doubt 
that  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  will 
amend  the  recital  in  that  respect. 

Colonel  KING-nARMAN:  I  have 
no  wish  to  convey  an  impression  that  the 
deputation  had  any  direct  personal  In- 
terest in  the  matter. 

Mr.  DODSON:  I  do  not  know  the 
precise  words  used  by  Lord  Wenlock ; 
but  the  question  under  discu.ssion  was 
the  risk  of  the  introduction  of  pleuro- 
pneumonia into  this  country  if  cattle 
were  admitted  from  Wyoming.  It  is,  of 
course,  possible  that  in  referring  to  the 
risk  of  importation  of  disease  from  Ire- 
laud,  the  noble  Lord  may  have  iiad  foot- 
and-mouth  disease  in  liis  mind  as  well 
aspleuropneumonia.  It  is  obvious  that 
the  risk  of  the  introduction  of  disease 
from  one  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  to 
another  is  greater  than  from  a  foreign 
country,  because  animals  from  abroad 
are  inspected  at  the  port  of  landing, 
and  if  one  be  found  diseased  the  whole 
cargo  is  slaughtered.  I  believe  that 
Ireland  was  free  from  foot-and-mouth 
disease  in  1880,  1881,  and  1882,  and 
that  in  1883  it  unfortunately  prevailed 
to  a  considerable  extent,  as  mentioned  in 
the  Question.  Ireland  was  otHcially  de- 
clared fiee  from  it  in  April  last,  and 
since  the  end  of  that  month  no  case  of  it 
was  brought  to  our  knowledge  till  a  few 
days  before  the  deputation.  I  regret  to 
say  that  on  the  18th  instant,  an  out- 
break took  place  in  the  connty  of  Mealh, 
two  animals  being  affectpd  out  of  a  herd 
of  11.  The  whole  number  were,  how- 
ever, slaughtered  by  order  of  the  Local 
Authority,  and  I  hope  that  no  further 
cases  will  occur. 

EGYPT— THE  ARJIY   OF   OCCDPATION 
( REINFORCEMENTS). 
Mn.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  Whe- 
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ther  a  second  regiment  has  been  de- 
spatched to  Assouan  ;  and,  whether  fresh 
troops  have  been  ordered  to  Egypt  ? 

The  Marquess  of  HARTINGTON: 
I  have  not  been  informed  by  General 
Stephenson  that  another  battalion  has 
been  despatched  to  Assouan.  No  other 
troops  have  been  ordered  to  Egj'pt  since 
I  gave  an  answer  on  the  17th  of  the 
month. 

Mk.  ASHMEAD  -  BARTLETT  in- 
quired whether  the  noble  Marquess 
was  aware  that  half  a  battalion  had  been 
ordered  from  Cyprus  to  Egypt  within 
the  last  10  days,  and  whether  the  56th 
Regiment  was  under  orders  to  proceed 
from  Cairo  to  Assouan  to-morrow  ? 

The  Makqttess  of  HARTINOTON : 
I  am  aware  that  there  ia  a  transfer  of 
troops  from  Cyprus  to  Egyptian  and  other 
stations,  but  I  cannot  give  details.  It 
ia  not  an  absolute  increase  of  the  Force 
in  Egypt.  As  I  stated,  I  have  not  been 
informed  by  the  General  OflBcer  Com- 
manding in  Egypt  whether  he  has  or- 
dered another  battalion  to  Assouan. 

EGYPT— (E\'ENTS  IN  THE  SOUDAN)  — 
tJENERAL  GORDON. 

Mr.  A8IIMEAD-BAETLETT  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether  General  Gordon,  in 
the  message  alleged  to  have  been  re- 
ceived through  the  Mudir  of  Dongolu, 
stated  that  he  would  on  no  account  de- 
sert those  whom  he  went  out  to  rescue? 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAUKICE: 
The  message,  as  far  as  Mr.  Egerton  has 
communicated  it,  contains  no  statement 
of  the  kind. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  asked 
■whether  Her  Majesty's  Government  had 
considered  the  advisability  of  sending 
out  a  General  Officer  of  superior  rank  to 
General  Gordon  to  bring  him  home  ? 

[No  reply.] 

NAVY— DOCKYARD  FACTORY  DEPART- 
MENT—COMPULSORY RETIREMENT. 

Mk.  PULESTON  asked  the  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty,  Whether  he  has  now 
considered  the  Pelitiou  of  the  hired  men 
of  the  Factory  Department,  praying  for 
extcnsiua  of  time  for  compulsory  retire- 
ment ? 

SiK  THOMAS  BRASSEY  :  The  pre- 
sent rule  is  that  all  clas.oes  of  workmen 
in  the  Dockyards  should  be  retired  at 
the  age  of  (in.  This  rule  is  only  relaxed 
ill  exceptional  cases.  It  has  not  yet  been 
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decided  whether  any  further  relaxation 
of  the  rule  is  desirable. 

INDUSTRIAL    SCHOOLS    (IRELAND)  — 
NUMBER   OF   CHILDREN  CHARGE 
ABLE  TO  CORPORATION  OF  CORK. 

Mr.  DEASY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
If  he  can  state  how  many  children,  male 
and  female,  distinguishing  Catholics 
from  Protestants,  in  industrial  schools 
in  Ireland,  are  partially  chargeable  to 
the  Corporation  of  Cork  ;  and.  whether 
he  is  prepared  to  alter  the  certificate  of 
the  Greenmount  School,  so  as  to  enable 
the  managers  to  accommodate  50  addi- 
tional boys  ? 

Mil.  TREVELTAN:  Sir  John  Len- 
taigne  informs  me  that,  according  to  the 
latest  Returns,  dated  June  30,  there  were 
on  that  date  444  children  in  indut>trial 
schools  who  had  been  committed  from 
Cork  Police  Court.  Of  these,  132  boys 
and  200  girls  were  Roman  Catholics, 
and  67  boys  and  45  girls  were  Protest- 
ants. The  Government  cannot  hold  out 
any  hope  at  present  of  enlarging  the 
certificates  of  industrial  schools. 

POST  OFFICE— THE  TELEPHONE, 
Mr.  gray  asked  the  First  Lord  of  i 
Treasury,  Whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
late  Government,  by  Clause  3  of  the 
Telegraph  Bill,  1878,  as  brought  from  i 
the  Lords,  sought  to  obtain  control  over 
the  telephone  by  an  extended  definition 
of  the  word  telegraph,  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  original  Telogi'aph  Act ;  whe- 
ther he  is  aware  that  the  Journals  of 
this  House  show  that,  on  the  12th  of 
August,  the  Commons  "  disagreed  to  the 
said  Clause  ;"  whether  the  Government 
have,  ever  since,  invited  the  House  to 
reverse  or  reconsider  that  expression  of 
opinion  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that,  al- 
though the  House  had  thus  refused  to 
give  to  the  Post  Office  control  over  the 
telephones,  the  Department  obtained  a 
legal  decision  on  a  technical  point,  to 
the  efiect  that  a  telephonic  message  was 
a  telegraphic  message  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  Act  of  lb69,  although  at  the 
time  the  Act  was  passed  the  telephone 
was  not  in  existence ;  and,  whether  he  ia 
aware  that  since  that  date  the  Post  • 
Office  has  levied  a  tax  upon  the  use  of] 
the  telephone,  and  has  imposed  con- 
stantly increasing  restrictions,  oven-f 
tually  amounting  to  practical  prohibi* 
tiou  of  ita  use  for  exchange  purpoaet  ? 
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Mb.  GLA.DSTONE:  This  Question 
refers  more  to  a  Treasury  matter,  and 
would  be  more  correctly  addressed  to  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Cliancellor  of  the 
^ft  Exchequer.  I  have  made  inquiry  on  the 
9  subject,  and  I  find  that  it  is  true  that  a 
'  certain  clause  in  the  Telegraph  Bill  of  the 
late  Government  was  disagreed  to  by 
the  Iliiuse  of  Commons.  Objection  has 
been  taken  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  pre- 
sent law.  The  hon.  Qontloman  asks  me 
whether  a  legal  decision  was  not  ob- 
tained by  the  Department  on  a  teohuical 
I  point  ?  According  to  the  advice  which 
the  Government  have  received,  the  judg- 
mejit  was  by  no  means  on  a  technical 
point,  but  upon  a  substantial  matter, 
and  it  was  to  the  eftect  that  the  Crown 
was  in  possession  of  a  certain  right  by 
the  existing  law.  That  being  so,  it  was 
the  absolute  duty  of  the  Department  to 
assert  that  right.  But  with  regard  to 
the  last  paragraph  of  the  Question, 
whether — 

"  Siiic«  that  date  the  Post  OfBce  has  levied  a 
tax  U}ioti  the  use  of  the  telephone,  and  has  im- 
posed constantly  increasing  restrictions,  even- 

^v  tually  amounting  to  ptactioial  prohibition  of  ite 

^Knse  for  exchange  pnrposea  P  " 

I  am  not  prepared  to  say  what  the 
proper  decision  to  arrive  at  may  be  ;  but 
the  Postmaster  General  is  seriously  cn- 
.  gaged  in  considering  whether  he  can,  in 
jjlJuslice  to  the  Crown  and  the  country, 
^■introduce  relaxations  into  the  rules  now 
^Ka  force. 

H  THE  SUEZ  CANAL. 

"  Sra  EGBERT  PEEL  asked  tho  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  What  results  have 
been  arrived  at  in  the  matter  of  the 
Suez  Canal  negotiations,  with  the  view 

kof  providing  the  requisite  increased  ac- 
commodation for  British  trade  to  the 
East  through  tho  Isthmus  of  Suez;  and, 
whether  the  widespread  dissatisfaction 
at  tho  overcharges  and  general  mis- 
management, expressed  last  year  at  n 
meeting  representing  upwards  of  three 
_  znilliou  tons  of  British  shipping,  ngaiust 
De  Lesseps  and  his  agents,  and 
t>roug])t  under  the  notice  of  tlie  Govern- 
iient,  has  induced  the  Government  to 
ike  any  steps  in  furtherance  of  the  in- 
srests  of  British  trade  and  couimerce  in 
^Tespeot  of  the  waterway  of  the  Canal  ? 

Ma,  GLADSTONE :  I  am  uuder  the 

impression,   from  seeing  this  Question, 

that  my  right  hon.  Friend  is  uot  aware 

rof  what  has  taken  place  iu  this  House 


upon  the  subject.  This  Question  re- 
peats, in  tho  main,  the  substanoe  of  a 
Question  put  to  me  on  the  2)5rd  of  June 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Bedford  (Mr. 
Magniac),  and  then  answered.  But, 
briefly  stated,  the  answer  is  this.  In 
pursuance  of  the  Articles  of  Agreement 
entered  into  between  M.  de  Lesseps  and 
the  representatives  of  the  shipowners,  a 
Commission  was  appointed,  consisting  of 
engineers,  naval  men,  and  shipowners, 
to  examine  and  report  on  the  best 
method  to  be  adopted  to  carry  out  the 
objects  in  view.  That  Commission  ap- 
pointed a  Sub  Commission  which  waste 
visit — and,  I  believe,  has  visited  —  the 
Isthmus,  and  it  will  prepare  a  Report 
on  the  subject  for  the  consideration  of 
tho  Commissioners.  With  respect  to 
the  latter  part  of  the  Question,  tho 
Agreement  between  the  Suez  Canal  Com- 
pany and  the  shipowners  provides  for  a 
large  reduction  of  the  dues  levied  in  the 
Canal,  besides  securing  ultimate  advan- 
tages of  g^eat  importance  to  the  inter- 
ests of  Britisli  trade  and  shipping. 

THE  ROYAL  IRISH  CONSTiVBULARV 
(NUMBERS). 

Mr.  PARNELL  asked  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary to  tho  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, If  he  will  state  to  the  House  what 
is  the  number  of  officers  and  men  in  the 
Constabulary  Force  in  Ireland  permitted 
to  be  wholly  chargeable  to  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund,  under  the  Acts  regulating 
the  same ;  what  is  the  number  of  officers 
and  men  wholly  paid  for  out  of  moneys 
to  be  provided  by  Parliament  for  the 
year  ending  the  31st  March  1885  ;  what 
is  tho  number  of  extra  officers  and  men, 
the  moiety  of  whose  cost  is  charged  upon 
the  ratepayers  for  the  same  year  ;  and, 
the  number  of  additional  officers  and 
men  whoso  cost,  or  a  portion  thereof, 
is  charged  upon  the  ratepayers  for  the 
same  year,  uuder  the  provisions  of  the 
Crimes  Act  ? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  :  Tho  total  num- 
ber in  the  Constabulary  Force  in  Ireland 
which  may  be  charged  to  Votes  of  Par- 
liament, if  the  Lord  Lieutenant  so  fixes, 
in  tho  quiuqueunial  redistribution,  is 
1!80  officers,  350  head  constables,  and 
10,000  sergeants  and  constables.  This 
maximum  limit,  it  is  to  be  observed, 
is  permishive,  and  not  a  right.  The 
total  number  of  officers  and  men  wholly 
paid  for  out  of  moneys  to  be  provided  by 
Parliament  iuthe  current  financial  year, 
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is  269  officers,  2G8  Lead  constables,  and 
9,469  men,  exclusive  of  Revenue  force 
and  reserve,  and  these,  I  suppose,  are 
eome  500  men.  The  extra  force,  the 
moiety  of  wliich  will  be  charged  for  ]«>r- 
tion  of  the  year,  is  under  Section  12  of 
the  Act  6  &  7  Will.  IV..  under  Sec- 
tion 13,  2,383,  under  Section  12.  5C1. 
There  is  also  an  exta-a  force  in  Belfast 
and  Derry  of  3G5.  The  number  charged 
under  tho  Crimes  Act  is  195.  The  num- 
bers under  Section  13  of  the  Act  of 
6  W%ll.  IV.  and  under  the  Crimes  Aot, 
have  been  greatly  reduced  since  this 
estimate  was  framed.  They  now  stand 
at  about  1,870  and  30  respectively. 

LITERATURE.  SCIENCE.  AND  ART— 
THE  ROYAL  ACADEMY. 

Sir  ROBERT  PEEL  asked  the  First 
Lord  of  tho  Treasury',  with  reference  to 
his  recent  statement  that  he  was  await- 
ing a  communication  from  tho  Roj-al 
Academy,  Whether  he  is  now  in  a  posi- 
tion to  state  when  the  promised  Returns 
will  be  laid  upon  the  Table  ?  He  should 
like  to  say  in  explanation  that,  although 
this  Question  had  been  repeatedly  on  the 
Paper,  it  really  appeared  that  the  Aca- 
demy were  shirking  from  giving  the  in- 
formation which  he  had  asked  for  in  con- 
tinuation of  the  Returns  which  had 
been  already  laid  on  the  Table. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  I  am  bound  to 
say  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  view  which 
my  right  hon.  Friend  has  expressed  is 
wholly  withoutfoundation.  The  Academy 
is,  to  a  certain  extent,  and,  I  think, 
justly,  jealousof  that  degree  of  indepen- 
dence which  has  been  established  for  it 
by  its  history  and  its  relations  with  the 
Crown ;  and  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
House  of  Commons  has  the  slightest  in- 
clination to  interfere  with  that  qualified 
independence,  or  to  substitute  a  difTert'Ut 
description  of  relations,  or  to  place  a 
great  Institution,  wiiich  stands  now 
apart,  under  Parliament,  as  if  it  were 
an  ordinary  Department.  With  regard 
to  the  communioiition  which  I  am  wait- 
ing from  the  Rnynl  Academy,  tho  matter 
stands  thus.  1  believe  it  would  have 
been  possible  to  have  secured  the  com- 
pletion of  the  communication  in  time  to 
be  laid  before  Parliament  during  the 
present  Session  if  the  current  year  had 
been  excluded  from  the  Return ;  but 
the  President  communicated  to  me 
that  he  thought  it  would  be  very  un- 
satisfactory to  Parliament  to  have  this 

J/r.  Thtvflyan 


year  excluded,  and,  consequently,  it  will 
not  be  possible  to  make  the  statement 
complete  during  tho  present  Session. 
Therefore,  it  cannot  be  laid  on  the  Table 
before  the  Prorogation.  The  communi- 
cation when  made  will  contain  all  the 
particulars  which  have  been  given  in 
any  former  Return  or  communication. 

PARLLAMENT— THE  HOUSE  OF  L0BD8 

AND  THE  REPRE.SENTATION   OF 

THE  PEOPLE  BILL. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  asked  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Whether,  in  view 
of  the  frequent  statements  throughout 
tho  Country  of  the  Conservative  Leaders, 
that  the  House  of  Lords  has  not  thrown 
out  the  Franchise  Bill,  the  Government 
will  again  move  the  Second  Reading  of 
the  Bill  in  the  Upper  House,  and  give 
to  their  Lordships  another  opportunity 
to  vote  on  that  measure  before  the  end 
of  the  Session  ? 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  I  believe  that  my 
hon.  Friend  is  correct  in  his  reference 
to  statements  to  the  effect  that  the  Fran- 
chise Bill  has  not  been  thrown  out  by 
the  House  of  Lords,  although  I  find 
that  in  a  speech  ascribed  to  Lord  Salis- 
bui-y — I  rather  think  in  the  papers  of 
to-day  —  there  is  the  following  pas- 
sage : — 

"  The  House  of  Lords  has  a  right  to  $ay, 
'  We  do  not  approve  of  the  measure  which  you 
bring  forward.  If  you  like  to  accept  its  rejeC" 
tioD,  well  and  good ;  if  you  object  to  its  rejeo* 
tion,  your  remedy  is  to  go  to  the  people.'  " 

That  I  take  to  imply  that  tho  Bill  has 
been  rejected.  However,  I  am  under 
the  impression  that  the  Bill  has  not  been 
strictly  rejected  as  regards  the  Forms  of 
the  House  of  Lords  ;  but  it  has  been  laid 
on  the  shelf  by  two  Motions — one  made 
after  the  other,  and  carried  by  not  in- 
considerable majorities,  although  the 
secoud  majority  was  somewhat  less  than 
the  first.  I  have  communicatwd  with 
the  Leader  of  the  House  of  Lords,  and 
I  find  that  tho  Representatives  of  the 
Oovtrnment  in  that  House  have  no  in- 
tention of  making  any  further  Motion  on 
the  BQl  as  at  present  advised  ;  and  their 
reason  is,  that  without  insuring  any  im- 
portant public  advantage,  it  would  give 
trouble  to  the  House  of  Lords,  which 
ought  not  to  have  any  trouble  of  that 
kind  put  upon  it,  and  would  only  resiilt 
in  the  production  of  some  third  bye-Mo- 
tion. If  we  could  have  some  direct  issue 
token  on   the  Bill  itself,   I  think   that 
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would  he  very  desirable ;  but  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  iu  our  power  to  pro- 
cure it. 

I         LUNACY    LAWS— "  WELDON    v. 
SEMPLE." 

Mr.  MOLLOY  asked  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury,  If  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  the  case  of  Weldon  v.  Somple, 
the  evidence  given  in  the  case  in  con- 
I  neotion  with  the  granting  of  certificates, 
and  the  summing  up  of  the  learned 
Judge  ;  if  ho  will  undertake,  as  a  Oro- 
Temment  measure,  to  introduce  a  Bill 
for  the  alteration  of  the  Lunacy  Laws  in 
respect  to  the  granting  of  certificates  of 
insanity,  and  for  the  abolition  of  private 
lunatic  asylums  ;  and,  whether  the  Go- 
vernment propose  to  take  any  action  in 
the  matter  of  Weldon  v.  Semple  ? 

Mr.  GL.\DST0NE:  This  is  a  matter 
with  respect  to  which  interesting  evi- 
dence has  been  given  to  the  country ; 
but  the  Government  has  no  special  in- 
formation with  reference  to  it,  and  the 
hon.  Member  will  not  be  surprised  when 
I  say  that  I  am  not  able  to  make  any 
communication  upon  the  subject  to  the 
House.  At  the  same  time,  I  quite  recog- 
nize that  it  is  a  subject  of  very  great 
delicacy  and  importance,  and  duo  atten- 
tion will  be  given  to  it. 

Mr.  MOLLOY  asked  whether  he  was 
to  understand  that  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman required  more  time  in  which  to 
consider  the  case  ? 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  The  matter  is 
not  one  for  my  especial  consideration. 
It  is  a  matter  of  great  delicacy  and  im- 
portance, and,  perhaps,  no  more  difficult 
subject  can  be  proposed  in  connection 
with  law.  Therefore,  I  need  not  make 
any  apology  to  the  House  for  not  making 
a  detailed  statement.  What  I  say  is 
that  attention  will  be  given  to  the  sub- 
ject. 

I  EOrPT— THE    CONFERENCE. 

Sir  STAFFORD  NORTHCOTE : 
With  reference  to  the  statement  made 
by  the  Prime  Minister  yesterday,  in 
regard  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Con- 
ference, I  wish  to  ask  whether  the  mem- 
bers of  that  Conference  have  received 
the  answers  to  the  communications  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  they 
would  have  to  make  to  their  respective 
Governments,  and  we  should  Uke  to 
I  know  what  is  the  general  position  of  the 
Conference  ? 


Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  The  Conference 
met  today,  in  pursuance  of  the  arrange- 
ment of  yesterday ;  but  the  answers  to 
which  I  referred  had  not  been  received. 

Sir  STAFFORD  NORTHCOTE:  Not 
any  of  them  ? 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  I  understand 
that  none  have  been  received.  At  the 
request  of  the  Members  of  the  Confer- 
ence, Lord  Granville  agreed  to  postpone 
the  next  meeting  until  Thursday  instead 
of  until  to-morrow  ;  but  I  have  no  reason 
to  withdraw  the  statement  I  made,  that 
1  believe  theMembersof  the  Conference 
are  exceedingly  anxious  to  bring  it  to  a 
prompt  conclusion. 

PARLIAMENT-BUSINESS    OF   THE 

UOCSE— PROGREaS  OF  PUBLIC 

BUSINESS. 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL  : 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  state 
when  the  Diplomatic  Vote  wUl  betaken, 
and  whether  it  will  be  taken  first  in  the 
evening  ? 

Mr.  GIADSTONE  :  Business  is  not 
sufficiently  advanced  to  allow  me  to  make 
a  statement  on  that  point. 

MAGISTRATES  (IRELAND)  SALARIES 
BILL. 

Mr.  PARNELL  asked  at  what  hour 
the  Government  proposed  to  take  the 
Magistrates  (Ireland)  Salaries  Bill  ? 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXOHE- 
GUER  (Mr.  Ciiilders)  said,  that  he 
was  not  present  during  the  discussion 
which  had  taken  place  last  night ;  but 
he  had  been  made  aware  of  what  had 
passed  on  a  former  occasion  earlier  in 
the  year.  The  question  arose  on  the 
Supplementary  Ebtimates  in  respect  to 
the  salaries  of  certain  magistrates  in 
Ireland.  On  that  wcasion  the  matter 
was  discussed  until  a  very  early  hour  on 
Sunday  morning.  The  strong  impres- 
sion then  seemed  to  be  that  the  increased 
salaries  should  be  fixed  by  Statute,  and 
not  made  from  year  to  year  greater  than 
the  present  Statute  named  by  Vote  in 
Supply,  and  in  a  Bill  brought  in  early 
that  Session  a  clause  to  that  elleot  was 
introduced.  That  Bill  had  been,  with 
a  number  of  other  important  measures, 
dropped  ;  but  another  Bill  of  a  single 
clause  effecting  this  had  been  introduced 
and  discussed  on  the  previous  night. 
Considering  the  number  of  hours  which 
the  BiU  was  under  discussion,  they  did 
not  propose,  so  far  as  the  present  Session 
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was  concerned,  to  advance  it  further ; 
but  the  increased  salaries  would  be  dis- 
ouRsed  in  a  Supply  Vote  that  night. 

Mb.  PARNELL  :  In  reference  to  the 
statement  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer last  night  as  to  the  position  of 
the  Irish  Members  regarding  these  sala- 
ries, I  beg  to  say  that  their  opinion  re- 
mains the  same,  and  that  they  entirely 
object  to  have  these  salaries  increased. 

The  CHANCELLOR  oFTHE  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  Childehs)  :  I  was  not  in 
the  Ilouao  last  night ;  but  I  heard  from 
others  that  they  were  not  unwilling  that 
the  discussion  on  these  Votes  should  take 
place  in  Supply. 

JIr.  GIBSON  :  I  would  ask  the  right 
hon. Gentleman  whether,  having  brought 
in  this  Bill,  in  deference  to  the  wishes 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Oity  of  Cork 
(Mr.  Parnell),  and  having  now  dropped 
it  under  a  misconception,  in  apparent 
deference  to  the  wishes  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  the  Oity  of  Cork,  he  would  state 
what  the  Government  propose  to  do  ? 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  Childers)  :  I  entirely  dis- 
pute the  premises  of  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman.  As  to  the  future,  we 
propose  to  take  these  increases  in  Supply. 

Mr.  GIBSON  :  Is  that  a  conclusion 
without  a  premise  ? 

The  chancellor  op  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  Childees)  :  That  is  the  cor- 
rect conclusion. 

SiK  JOSEPH  M'KENNA :  Have  the 
Government  determined  who  are  the 
fortunate  individuals  who  are  to  receive 
this  additional  pay  ? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  :  The  gentlemen 
who  will  receive  it  are  the  four  gentle- 
Imea  at  present  holding  the  posts  of 
Divisional  Magistrates,  and  the  fifth,  if 
a  fifth  should  be  appointed.  It  is  the 
clear  intention  of  the  Government  that 
any  Divisional  Magistrate  appointed 
from  this  time  forward  shall  be  an  officer 
serving  in  the  Police  Force. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DA  Y. 

0 

SUPPLY— CIVIL  SERVICE  ESTIMATES. 
SifpPLT — eonitdfTsd  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 
Class  III. — Law  and  Justice. 
Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  he  proposed 
to  make  a  statement  to  the  Committee 
in  reference  to  these  Estimates. 

J^f  Chancellor  of  the  Exohe^utr 


Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL 
rose  to  Order.  He  wished  to  know  if  it 
was  competent  for  the  hon.  Gentleman 
to  make  a  statement  when  there  was  no 
Question  before  the  Committee  ? 

TuE  CHAIRMAN :  I  understood  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman  was  about  to  move 
a  Vote. 

Lord  R.ANDOLPH  CHURCHILL 
remarked,  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  had 
liimself  said  that  he  desired  to  moke  a 
statement. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  that,  in  the 
ordinary  course,  the  Committee  would 
begin  where  they  left  off ;  but  he  pro- 
posed that  the  Votes  for  Law  Charges 
and  Prosecutions  in  Ireland,  and  for  the 
Court  of  Bankruptcy  in  Ireland,  which 
would  bo  taken  first,  in  the  ordinary 
course,  should  be  postponed.  He,  there- 
fore, intended  to  move  the  third  Vote  in 
Order — namely,  that  to  complete  the  sum 
of  £18,670  for  the  Registry  of  Deeds. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £12,670,  b« 
granted  to  Her  Slajeety,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  Slat  day  of  March  168d,  for  the  Salaries  and 
Expenses  o'f  the  Office  for  the  licgistration  of 
Deeds  in  Ireland." 

Mr.  HEALY  wished  to  ask  the  Chair- 
man, upon  the  point  of  Order,  in  what 
way  the  manner  in  which  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  was  acting  at  the  pre- 
sent moment  could  be  challenged  ?  But 
before  the  Chairman  gave  his  decision, 
ho  should  like  to  point  out  the  important 
points  that  were  involved  in  the  course 
now  proposed  to  be  taken.  They  were 
promised  yesterday  that  the  Votes  should 
bo  taken  teriatim,  and  they  had  come 
down  to  the  House  that  day  with  the  in- 
tention of  so  discussing  them.  It  was 
notorious  that  the  reason  why  it  was 
proposed  that  these  two  Votes  should  bo 
postponed,  although  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  had  not  said  so,  wasbecause  they 
inoluded  the  salary  of  Mr.  George  Bolton. 
The  idea  in  the  mind  of  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  therefore,  was  that  he 
would  wait  until  the  trial  in  Belfast,  in 
which  Mr.  George  Bolton  was  concerned, 
was  over,  and  then,  if  the  verdict  woa 
given  for  Bolton,  he  would  be  able  to 
come  down  to  the  House  triumphantly, 
and  move  the  Vote.  The  contention  of 
the  Irish  Members,  however,  was  that, 
no  matter  what  the  verdict  might  be  iq 
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Belfast,  Bolton  ought  to  bp  dismissGd 
from  the  offices  he  now  occupied.  The 
verdict  in  Belfast  could  have  nothing  to 
do  with  Bolton's  position.  The  point  to 
be  decided  at  Belfast  was  whether  this 
man  had  been  libelled  in  having  been 
charged  with  committing  a  certain 
offence;  but  the  charge  made  against 
Bolton  in  the  House  of  Commons  had 
nothing  to  do  with  that.  He  was  charged 
here  with  being  a  bankrupt,  a  fraudu- 
lent trustee,  a  gentleman  who  had  acted 
dishonestly  iu  regard  to  his  own  wife ; 
and  there  were  various  other  charges 
against  him  which  need  not  be  gone  into. 
It  was  a  monstrous  thing,  therefore,  for 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasurj'  to  attempt 
by  a  side-wind,  in  deCance  of  a  pledge 
which  had  been  givon  to  the  House,  to 
place  a  crown  of  glory  on  Bolton's  head, 
after  the  verdict  at  Belfast  had  been 
given.  How  long  were  these  Votes  to 
be  postponed  ?  Would  they  postpone 
the  Bankruptcy  Vote  until  they  had  an 
opportunity  of  hearing  the  decision  of 
Judge  Walsh  upon  Bolton's  Petition  in 
Bankruptcy  ?  Judge  Walsh,  the  Judge 
of  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy,  had  already 
postponed  Bolton's  case  in  that  Court  for 
10  days,  and  they  would  arrive  at  the 
9th  of  August  before  they  could  possibly 
get  the  decision  of  that  Judge.  He 
wished  to  know  whether  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  intended  to  postpone  the 
Bankruptcy  Vote  until  a  decision  had 
been  given  in  that  case  also ;  or  whether 
these  Votes  were  to  be  postponed  simply 
in  view  of  the  trial  which  was  to  take 
place  in  Belfast  that  day  ?  If  he  did  so 
intend  to  postpone  the  Vote  for  the  bank- 
ruptcy proceedings,  he(Mr.  Healy)mu8t 
eay  tbat  a  more  uncalled  for,  or  a  more 
unheiird  of,  proceeding  had  never  taken 
place  in  that  House.  What  he  wished 
to  ask  was — whether  the  postponement 
asked  for  was  merely  in  consequence  of 
the  proceedings  in  Belfast,  which  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  Vote,  or  whether 
evorytliing  relating  to  Bolton  was  to  be 
put  off  until  after  the  decision  of  the 
Court  of  Bauki-uptcy  ;  and  whether  the 
House  was  to  be  kept  sitting  until  there 
was  a  final  decision  as  to  whether 
George  Bolton  was  a  bankrupt  or  not  ? 

L,oKD  RiVNDOLPH  CHURCHILL,  as 
a  point  of  Order,  wished  to  say  that  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  bad  moved  the 
postponement  of  three  Votes.  ["No!"]  He 
had  distinctly  heard  the  hon.  Oentleman 
Bay  that  he  intended  to  move  the  post- 


ponement of  three  Votes.  He  wanted  to 
know  whether  that  could  be  done — whe- 
ther, if  the  Votes  were  not  moved  in 
their  proper  order,  the  Votes  left  out 
wore  not  withdrawn  from  the  Estimates 
bv  that  course  of  action  ? 
"The  chairman  :  There  is  no  obli- 
gation to  take  the  Votes  in  the  order 
in  which  they  stand  in  the  Estimates. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  can  propose  any 
Vote  in  the  Civil  Service  Estimates 
which  is  upon  the  Paper  for  considera- 
tion to-day.  He  is  not  obliged  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  Estimates  in  the  order  in 
which  they  stand  here  in  the  Book  of 

Estimates.  

Mr.  JOSEPH  COWEN  remarked, 
that  if  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
were  not  absolutely  bound  to  take  the  ! 
Votes  in  the  order  in  which  thoy  stood, 
he  ought  to  give  some  explanation  of 
the  course  he  proposed  to  take.  Some 
time  ago,  a  Question  was  directly  put  to 
the  hon.  Gentleman  as  to  the  order  in 
which  the  Estimates  would  be  taken,  and 
he  had  then  stated  that  they  would  bo 
taken  in  their  regulor  order.  It  was 
distinctly  within  his  (Mr.  Cowen's)  own 
knowledge  that  that  answer  was  given, 
and  yet  now,  without  any  explanation 
whatever,  the  hon.  Gentleman  asked  the 
Committee  to  deviate  from  that  arrange- 
ment. He  thought  the  hon.  Gentleman 
might  fairly  be  asked  if  there  was  any 
reason  for  that  course  ? 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  he  had  not 
the  slightest  hesitation  in  giving  his 
reason  for  postponing  these  Votes.  He 
had  thought  that,  in  making  the  pro- 
posal, he  was  really  consulting  the 
wishes  of  hon.  Members  opposite,  for  it 
was  only  on  Tuesday  or  Wednesday  last 
that  they  had  proposed  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  Valuation  Vote  while  the 
trial  of  Mr.  Bolton's  action  was  pending. 
On  that  occasion  hon.  Members  urged 
the  withdrawal  of  the  Vote,  or  its  post- 
ponement until  the  trial  was  over.  As 
the  same  questions  could  be  raised  on 
the  Votes  for  Criminal  Prosecutions  and 
the  Court  of  Bankruptcy,  he  had  thought 
that  he  would  be  consulting  the  conve- 
nience of  the  Irish  Members  by  not 
taking  those  two  Votes  now,  while  the 
trial  was  proceeding.  That  was  his 
simple  reason  for  asking  for  a  postpone- 
ment. He  certainly  thought  that  the 
House  would  be  in  a  better  position  to 
discuss  those  Votes  on  Thursday  than 
they  were  then.   [Jir.  Healy  :  No.]    Aa 
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he  had  said,  that  was  the  real  reason  why 
he  aakod  the  Committee  to  put  aside  this 
Vote  for  the  present.  He  had  no  inte- 
rest in  the  matter,  either  one  way  or  the 
other. 

Mr.  sexton  said,  that  upon  the  last 
occasion  on  which  the  Votes  came  on  a 
number  of  Irish  Votes  were  allowed  to 
pass  without  question,  on  the  under- 
staudiog  that  the  Estimates  would  be 
proceeded  with  seriatim.  AVhatever  re- 
commendation the  course  now  proposed 
might  have  in  the  mind  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, it  certainly  amounted  to  a  breach 
of  faith  with  the  Committee.  If  the  hon. 
Gentleman  wished  to  got  through  Supply 
for  Ireland,  without  the  case  of  Mr. 
George  Bolton  being  discussed,  he  would 
have  very  considerably  to  disorganize  the 
order  of  the  Votes,  as  Mr.  Bolton  took  a 
I  salary  under  most  of  them.  The  claims 
of  George  Bolton  upon  the  Grown  were 
comprised  in  various  Votes,  It  was 
quite  true  that  he  took  a  salary  under 
the  Criminal  Pi-osecutions  Vote,  and  his 
character  and  antecedents  would  come 
under  the  purview  of  the  Committee 
when  the  Vote  for  the  Court  of  Bank- 
ruptcy was  reached.  Upon  Votes  29 
and  30  the  Irish  Members  would  also 
be  entitled  to  call  Bolton  to  acaount  in 
relation  to  his  vigits  to  certain  Irish  pri- 
sons in  oonnectioa  with  the  Constabu- 
lary. Upon  Votes  7  and  8,  in  Class  III., 
an  opportunity  would  also  be  afforded 
for  discussing  George  Bolton's  affairs. 
Therefore,  there  must  be  on  extreme 
disorganization  of  the  Business  of  Sup- 
ply, if  everything  upon  which  Mr.  Bol- 
ton's conduct  could  be  discussed  was  to 
be  postponed.  He  would  only  point  out, 
further,  that  the  present  proposal  in- 
volved a  reversal  of  the  Constitutional 
theory  that  Supply  was  the  proper  occa- 
sion for  calling  attention  to  grievances. 
He  presumed  that  it  was  because  griev- 
ances existed  in  the  case  of  George  Bol- 
ton that  the  facts  rotating  to  his  salary 
and  employment  were  not  brought  be- 
fore the  House  on  the  last  occasion  the 
Vote  for  Bolton's  salary  was  brought  on. 
In  that  case,  there  was  no  previous  No- 
tice ;  but  on  this  occasion,  the  Vote  was 
brought  on  after  a  Notice,  to  a  certain 
extent,  had  been  given,  and  the  Irish 
Members  had  come  down  for  the  express 

furpoBO  of  discussing  Bolton's  career, 
t  was,  therefore,  highly  objectionable 
that  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  should 
now  suddenly  seek  to  withdraw  the  Vote 
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from  the  consideration  of  the  Committee, 
in  order  that  he  might  plunge  into 
others,  to  which  the  Committee  had  no 
opportunity  of  devoting  their  attention. 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL 
said,  he  hoped  the  Government  would 
not  press  this  course  of  procedure,  be- 
cause it  was  not  only  an  abandonment 
of  the  pledge  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury had  himself  given  to  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers, but  it  wos  a  total  departure  from 
the  pledge  given  by  the  Prime  Minister 
to  the  House  at  large,  that  the  Votes 
would  be  discussed  teriatim.  Only  yes- 
terday, an  attempt  was  made  to  persuade 
the  Prime  Minister  to  take  them  a  little 
out  of  their  turn ;  but  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  distinctly  told  the  House  ho 
was  not  able  to  do  so,  because  he  had 
promised  to  take  them  teriatim.  AU 
this  jumping  about  from  Vote  to  Vote 
was  extremely  inconvenient  for  those 
who  wished  to  discuss  a  particular  Vote 
— such,  for  instance,  as  the  Diplomatic 
Vote — and  had  been  calculating  when  it 
would  be  reached.  If  any  hon.  Member 
was  inclined  to  go  to  a  Division  against 
the  proposal  of  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  he  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill) 
would  certainly  support  him,  as  a  pro- 
test against  this  alteration  of  the  original 
arrangement  of  the  Government.  He 
could  only  regard  the  proposal  as  on 
attempt  to  evade  a  Constitutional  discus- 
sion in  that  House,  and  as  far  as  the 
plea  went  that  they  were  not  to  consider 
certain  Votes  in  Supply,  because  an  action 
brought  by  a  private  individual  was 
pending,  was,  to  aay  the  least  of  it,  a 
remarkably  singular  one.  What  had 
the  House  of  Commons  to  do  with  the 
proceedings  in  the  Law  Courts  ;  and 
what  had  the  proceedings  in  the  Law 
Courts  to  do  with  the  Votes  in  Supply 
in  the  House  of  Commons  ?  The  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Committee  of  Supply  had 
nothing  to  do  with  actions  pending  in 
the  Law  Courts,  and  it  was  altogether 
unconstitutional  for  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  to  put  forward  such  a  plea 
as  a  ground  for  delaying  the  Vote. 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  said,  the  point 
which  had  been  raised  was  a  very  nar- 
row ono.  He  had  come  down  there  fully 
prepared  to  discuss  the  Vote  for  Law 
Charges  and  Criminal  Prosecutions;  but 
bis  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  who  had  been  attending  more 
recently  to  the  debates  on  the  matter, 
had  led  him  to  imagine  that  it  would  b9 
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more  convenient  to  the  Committee  if  this 
Vote  were  postponed.  He  was  abso- 
lutely certain  that  his  hon.  Friend  had 
no  other  motive  in  the  course  he  had 
suggested ;  but  he  had  gathered  that 
that  was  the  wish  of  the  House,  from 
the  debate  which  took  place  on  Wednes- 
day Istst.  It  was  pretty  plain,  however, 
from  the  discussion  which  had  just  taken 
place,  that  such  was  not  the  wish  of  the 
Committee,  and  he  was  anxious,  there- 
fore, with  the  shortest  possible  expendi- 
ture of  time,  t<J  revert  to  the  original 
order  of  the  Estimates.  He  would  re- 
mind the  noble  Lord  that  it  was  not 
always  the  Government  who  wished  to 
ostpone  particular  Estimates,  or  to  take 
them  out  of  their  proper  order.  Hitherto, 
on  three  or  four  occasious,  the  Irish 
Estimates  had  been  taken  out  of  their 
proper  course  at  the  suggestion,  and 
with  the  full  concurrence,  of  the  Irish 
~  embers.  It  was  always  a  proceeding 
the  Government  were  unwilling  to  resort 
to,  and  they  were  quite  ready  to  with- 
draw the  Vote,  and  proc-eed  with  the 
Vote  for  Law  Charges. 
'  Mr.  HEALY:  The  Government  will 
withdraw  the  Vote  ? 
Mb.  TREVELYAN :  Yes. 

Motion,  by  leave,  icithiraun. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  Tlint  a   Bum,    not  cxoooding  £49,031,   be 
'granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  »um 
'vecesanry   to   defray  the   Charge   which    will 
tamo  in  course  uf  payment  during  the  year  end- 
ing on  the  3l8t  day  of  March  ISSA,  of  Criminal 
Prosecutions  and  other  l^w  Charges  in  Ireland, 
dading   certain  Allowances  under  the  Act 
S  &  10  Vic.  c.  83." 


Mh.  sexton  said,  it  appeared  to 
,im  that  the  Irish  Members  had  a  right, 
upon  this  Vote,  to  demand  from  the  Go- 
vernment very  full  and  particular  expla- 
nations. He  confessed  that  he  regarded 
it  as  an  Estimate  of  a  very  suspicious 
character,  and  ho  did  not  thiuk  that  it 
was  the  Irish  Members  only  who  had 
tho  right,  or  the  inclination,  to  demand 
from  the  Gt)vernment  explanations  in 
regard  to  it ;  but  every  Member  of  the 
House,  whether  he  camo  from  Ireland 
or  not,  who  had  a  regard  for  tho  inte- 

PresU  of  public  economy  and  the  purity 
of  the  Public  Service,  would  be  startled, 
il    not  disgusted,    by  the  extravagant 
, amount  of  the  Estimate  now  before  the 
!?ammittee.     The  first  foot  upon  which 
le  desired  to  fasten  the  attention  of  the 


Committee  was  the  extraordinary  one 
that  the  amount  of  the  Vote  had,  during 
tho  past  year,  undergone  no  material 
diminution.  The  amount  last  j'eor  was 
slightly  over  £100,000.  The  amount 
now  was  only  £1,000  less,  because  the 
Committee  were  asked  to  vote  £99,031 
for  this  year's  cost  of  the  Law  Charges 
and  Criminal  Prosecutions  in  Ireland. 
He  would  not  quarrel  with  the  undimi- 
nished amount  of  the  Vote,  if  it  could  be 
contended,  or  if  it  could  be  alleged,  that 
crime  had  not  greatly  fallen  off,  and  that 
tranquillity  had  not  greatly  increased  in 
Ireland.  He  would  remind  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  that  he  had  in- 
augurated his  part  of  the  Business  of 
the  Session  by  a  remarkable  speech 
which  still  lingered  in  the  memory  of 
most  hon.  Members — a  speech  in  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  congratulated 
the  House  and  the  countrj'  on  the  great 
improvement  which  had  taken  place  in 
the  state  of  crime  in  Ireland.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  told  the  House, 
still  more  recently,  that  tho  diminution 
and  falling  off  of  crime  was  still  going 
on,  and  that  tranquillity  was  generally 
on  tho  increase  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  country.  Indeed, 
he  had  gone  so  far  as  to  say  that  but 
for  some  isolated  efforts  on  the  part  of 
the  Orange  Brotherhood  in  the  Province 
of  Ulster,  they  would  have  enjoyed  last 
year  a  very  quiet  winter  in  Ireland.  He 
might  also  refer  to  the  great  change 
which  was  visible  to  anyone  who  glanced 
over  the  criminal  calendar,  or  who 
studied  the  speeches  of  the  County  Chair- 
men, and  contrasted  them  with  a  similar 
calendar  of  crime  and  speeches  a  year  or 
two  ago,  they  would  be  aware  that  the 
outrages,  which  were  then  counted  by 
tho  hundred,  were  now  counted  by  the 
unit.  The  Returns  of  special  outrages 
wore  for  the  most  part  blank.  The 
Judges  of  Assize,  instead  of  painting  in 
vivid  colours  the  growth  of  crime  and 
the  disorganization  of  society,  were  now 
vieing  with  each  other  in  congrotulating 
tho  Grand  Juries  of  the  various  counties 
on  the  disappearance  of  crime.  They 
had  heard  of  the  presentation  of  white 
gloves  this  year  in  many  cities  of  Ire- 
land, and  they  had  also  heard,  what  it 
would  be  difficult  to  rival  either  in  Eng- 
land or  Scotland,  that  the  Judges  of 
Assize  had  themselves  been  the  reci- 
pients of  white  gloves.    For  a  long  time 
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grave  crimes  Lad  almost  entirely  disap- 
peared, and  every  kind  of  crime  was 
becoming  rai-e.  Tliat  being  so,  be  called 
upon  the  Government  to  account  for  the 
inflated  condition  of  this  Estimate  for 
Law  Charges  and  Criminal  Prosecutions. 
Crime  was  the  material  from  which  pro- 
secutions largely  sprung.  The  Grovern- 
ment  of  Ireland,  however,  appeared  to 
be  able  to  make  bricks  without  straw, 
and  to  carry  on  prosecutions  although 
crime  had  practically  ceased.  That  was 
an  anomaly  which  ho  called  upon  the 
Government  to  explain.  He  found  on  Pago 
273  of  the  present  Estimates  certain  items 
which  seemed  to  him  to  go  far  towards 
explaining  this  extraordinary  condition 
of  affairs.  The  salary  of  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  was  £1,159  a-year  ; 
and  he  was  entitled  also,  in  the  shape  of 
an  allowance  in  lieu  of  fees  now  abolished, 
to  the  sum  of  £l,-120,  making  the  total 
emolumeut-s,  in  the  way  of  salary  re- 
ceived by  the  Irish  Attorney  General 
for  the  year,  £2,.579.  The  salary  of  the 
Solicitor  General  was  £974,  and  he  was 
entitled,  by  way  of  an  allowance  in  lieu 
of  fees  abolished,  to  a  further  sum  of 
£800,  making  the  salary  of  the  Solicitor 
General  £1.774;  and,  with  the  £2,679 
paid  to  the  Attorney  General,  making 
the  salaries  of  the  two  Law  Officers 
£4,363  a-year.  He  asked  the  Commit- 
tee to  turn  now  to  an  item  in  the  Esti- 
mates under  the  head  of  Fees  to  the  Law 
Officers  in  the  course  of  the  year  for 
which  the  Estimate  was  framed — fees  to 
the  Attorney  General  for  conducting  cri- 
minal prosecutions  and  other  contentious 
business,  and  also  similar  fees  to  the 
Solicitor  General,  amounting  to — what 
did  the  Committee  think  ? — to  the  sum  of 
£8,000.  The  .salaries  paid  to  these  two 
Officers  amounted  to  £4,000,  and  their 
fees  for  directing  prosecutions  to  £8,000. 
Now,  he  contended  that  if  the  salaries 
of  the  Attorney  General  and  the  Solicitor 
General  for  Ireland  were  too  small,  thoy 
ought  to  be  increased.  8o  far  as  the 
SoUoitor  General  was  concerned,  he 
knew  him  to  be  a  most  careful  and 
painstaking  Officer ;  and  if  his  remune- 
ration was  insufficient,  he  was  satisfied 
there  would  be  no  objection  to  make  a 
reasonable  increase.  But  he  did  object 
to  the  system  on  which  these  Law  Offi- 
cers were  jinid — namely,  one-third  by 
ealaries,  and  two-thirds  by  fees.  The 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  shared  the 
Jieritage  which  was  the  common  lot  of 
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human  nature ;  and  it  was  not  fair  to 
them,  nor  considerate  to  the  public,  to 
put  the  bulk  of  their  income  on  a  system 
which  obliged  them  to  direct  prosecu- 
tions in  order  that  they  might  get  fees. 
He  would  much  prefer  that  the  salaries 
of  these  Law  Officers  should  be  fixed  at 
£8,000,  because,  if  the  learned  Solicitor 
General,  in  addition  to  the  £1,700   he 
received  in  the  shape  of  salary,  was  to 
receive  £2,000  or  £3,000  more,  in  ao- 
cord.inee  with  the  number  of  prosecu- 
tions he  directed,  it  was  evident  that  a 
direct  premium  was  held  out  in  favour 
of  prosecutions.     He  should  be  sorry  to 
say  that  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man would  direct  a  prosecution  unless 
he  found  ample  cause  for  doing  so  ;  but 
what  he  contended  was,  that  they  were 
subjecting  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man to  a  temptation  which  he  ought  not 
to  be  placed  under.     He  entirely  con- 
demned the  S3'stem  of  fees,  and  he  was 
of  opinion  that  both  the  Solicitor  Gene- 
ral and  the  Attorney  General  ought  to 
be  paid  for  the  services  they  performed 
by  salary,  and  that  the  temptation  and 
inducement  ought  not  to  be  held  out  to 
them  to  direct  prosecutions  in  order  that 
they   might    receive    the   fees.      Then, 
again,  it  would  be  seen  from  the  Esti- 
mate that  the  fees  of  Counsel,    otherJ 
than  the  Attorney  General  and  Solicitorl 
General,  for  conduotiug  Crown  prosecu- 
tions,   which    amounted    last    year    tol 
£18,500,   had  amounted    this  year    to 
£17,000.     In  the  name  of  reason,  and, 
in  the  name  of  common  sense,  he  askedJ 
the  learned  Solicitor  General   and   thai 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
to  make  it  apparent  and  intelligible  how  J 
it  was  that  the  amount  of  fees  to  Counse" 
in  Ireland  remained  practically  the  samoj 
as  last  year,  in  face  of  the  notorious  fact 
that  the  gaols  were  empty,  that  agrarian^ 
crime  had  disappeared,  that  crime  of  any 
kind  was  of  rare  occurrence,  and  that  the 
Judges  had  nothing  toofierto  the  Grand 
Juries  but  congratulations  on  the  peace,  j 
order,  and  tranquillity  which  prevailed! 
throughout  the  country.     Then,  again, 
there  was  this  year,  as  there  was  last 
year,  an  item  of  Miscellaneous  Charges, 
under  which  would  probably  be  found  . 
the    special    expenses   of    persons   likaJ~ 
George  Bolton^  who  went  to  the  Weetl 
of  Ireland  in  order  to  visit  a  prisoner, 
and  succeeded  in  driving  him  to  a  state 
of  desperation,  and  then  to  the  oommis- 
sioa    of    suicide.      The    Miscellaneous, 
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Charges  last  year  were  £5,679,  and  this 
year  they  amounted  to  £6,740.  It  was 
quite  evident  that  the  trade  of  prosecu- 
tion in  Ireland  was  a  merry  trade,  if  the 
salaries  and  amounts  derived  from  it 
■were  so  very  large.  There  was,  how- 
ever, another  sub-head  of  which  he 
asked  for  an  explanation  from  the  Go- 
vernment. Ho  referred  to  the  e.xpenses 
of  prosecutions  and  witnesses  previous 
to  the  1st  of  April.  According  to  the 
Estimate,  they  amounted  to  £26,000  last 
year ;  this  year  they  had  reached  the 
same  total  of  £26,000.  What  was  the 
explanation  of  that  ?  He  was  afraid  it 
was  a  sad  and  sorry  explanation.  It 
was  one  of  the  most  disgraceful  and 
scandalous  items  in  the  Estimates,  the 
money  being  spent,  in  reality,  in  main- 
taining a  brood  of  social  vipers  —  in- 
formers and  spies — men  who  were  easily 
engendered  by  unscrupulous  employers 
with  plenty  of  money  in  their  hands, 
and  willing  to  spend  it  lavishly ;  but 
although  easily  engendered,  they  were 
not  80  easily  got  rid  of.  When  the 
Executive  Government  once  took  into 
the  public  pay  a  body  of  creatures, 
whose  trade  was  perjury  —  when  once 
they  showed  them  that  the  necessity  for 
hard  work  on  their  part  was  over,  and 
that  they  could  live  for  the  rest  of  their 
lives  in  ease  and  plentj^  by  merely  betray- 
ing the  liberties  and  swearing  away  the 
livesof  men — they  established  a  lucrative 
business  that  wets  very  apt  to  thrive  on 
their  hands,  and  not  likely  to  cease 
when  they  simply  desired  it.  'He  said 
that  this  £26,000  a-year,  which  was  a 
scandal  and  a  disgrace  to  the  Public 
Estimates,  wa«  being  spent  in  the  nur- 
ture and  sustenance  of  this  brood  of 
social  vipers.  He  was  entitled  to  be 
heard;  and  ho  asserted  that  the  time 
had  come  when,  according  to  the  Go- 
vernment's own  figures  and  Keturns.  and 
the  statements  of  their  own  Judges, 
there  was  nothing  in  the  criminal  or 
social  condition  of  the  country  to  justify 
the  continuauce  of  this  charge,  and  that 
they  ought  to  feel  called  upon  to  discon- 
tinue it,  and  to  !:end  these  informers  and 
spies  about  their  business.  He  could 
not  wonder  at  the  inflation  of  the  Esti- 
mates when  he  considered  the  fact  that 
ha  had  himself  been  compelled  to  com- 
plain not  long  ago  in  that  House  of  the 
course  which  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Crown  were  pursuing.  He  had  found 
that  1 1  of  his  own  constituents  had  been 


arrested  on  the  gravest  of  all  possible 
charges  except  that  of  murder.  They 
were  taken  away  from  their  business, 
removed  from  their  families,  and  thrown 
into  prison  four  months  ago — men  occu- 
pying n  respectable  position,  against 
whose  character,  until  the  voice  of  the 
informer  was  listened  to,  nothing  had 
been  alleged  ;  and  he  had  found  these 
men  remanded  week  after  week,  dealt 
with  by  private  inquiries  only,  and  the 
evidence  against  them  doled  out  by  in- 
stalments. After  four  months'  im- 
prisonment, when  the  Assizes  came 
round,  the  Crown,  on  the  flimsiest  of 
pretences,  declined  to  put  these  men 
upon  their  trial.  He  was  afraid  that 
the  country  would  have  to  go  on  paying 
those  enormous  sums  every  year  unless 
Parliament  compelled  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment to  refrain  from  arresting  at  random 
men  against  whom  there  was  no  en- 
dence,  and  whom  they  kept  in  prison, 
postponing  their  trial  from  time  to  time, 
in  the  hope  that  some  informer  would 
turn  up  against  them.  By  these  means, 
and  by  these  inflated  Estimates,  the 
purity  and  independence  of  the  Bar 
itself  were  injured,  if  not  destroyed,  and 
the  members  of  it  were  converted  into 
emphyii  of  the  Castle,  because  the 
gentlemen  of  the  Irish  Bar  received  re- 
freshers during  the  prolonged  course  of 
every  one  of  these  investigations.  What 
he  called  upon  the  Government  to  do 
was  to  return  to  the  ordinary  paths  of 
the  Constitution.  There  was  nothing 
in  the  condition  of  Ireland  to  justify  the 
Committee  in  agreeing  to  this  Vote.  8o 
long  as  conspiracies  existed  and  crime 
was  committed,  or  so  long  as  there  was 
anything  dangerous  or  threatening  in 
the  social  condition  of  Ireland,  no  one 
would  object  to  such  expenses  as  these  ; 
but  in  the  present  condition  of  Ireland 
the  claim  to  the  disallowance  of  this  ex- 
penditure was  irresistible  and  unanswer- 
able. He  would  say  to  the  English 
Members,  that,  whatever  their  desire 
might  be  to  economize  the  expenditure 
of  public  money,  that  expenditure  would 
continue  to  go  on  year  after  year  until 
the  Government  refrained  from  arresting 
men  without  evidence,  and,  having  ar- 
rested them,  abstained  from  bringing 
them  to  trial.  They  were  holding  them 
in  prison  year  after  year,  hoping  that 
some  informer  more  base  than  another 
might  turn  up  with  evidence,  instead  of 
bringing  every  man  who  was  arrested 
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to  trial  at  once,  with  a  view  t.0  his  oon- 
viction  if  guilty.  If  there  was  anything 
unreasonable  in  what  he  had  stated,  he 
desired  the  Government  to  point  it  out. 
He  had  made  a  series  of  plain  assertions, 
and  he  held  them  to  apply  to  the  figures 
contained  in  the  official  Betums.  If 
any  of  his  allegations  could  bo  denied, 
let  him  have  the  deuial.  This  assertion, 
at  any  rate,  could  not  be  denied,  be- 
cause it  rested  upon  undeniable  facts — 
namely,  that  the  claim  he  had  urged 
was  a  claim  which  neither  in  the  spirit 
of  good  government,  nor  in  the  pur- 
suance of  a  wise  policy,  ought  to  be 
questioned.  He  would  leave  it  to  his 
hon.  Friends  near  him  to  consider  what 
reduction  of  the  Vote  they  would  move 
in  respect  of  the  whole  of  this  horrible 
system  of  prolonged  examinations  and 
telescopic  trials  in  Ireland  ;  but  there 
was  one  subject  upon  which  he  felt 
bound  himself  to  move  a  reduction.  He 
bad  no  doubt  that  the  Government  and 
the  Chief  Secretary  would  anticipate 
what  he  was  about  to  say.  He  felt 
himself  again  obliged,  by  a  sense  of 
public  duty,  to  mention  the  name  of 
George  Bolton  ;  and  so  long  sls  that  man 
continued  in  the  Public  Service,  Bind  he 
(Mr.  Sexton)  remained  a  Member  of  that 
House,  he  would  never  suffer  Id.  of 
public  money  to  be  voted  for  Mr. 
I3olton'a  emoluments  without  giving  to 
the  proposition  the  utmost  resistance  ho 
was  able  to  give  with  the  assistance  of 
his  Friends.  The  position  of  George 
Bolton  had  been  made  a  littlo  more 
plain  since  his  case  had  been  discussed 
last  week.  There  was  some  doubt  last 
week  whether  Bolton  had  himself  lodged 
a  Petition  before  the  Court  of  Bank- 
ruptcy in  Dublin.  He  hod  now  before 
him  a  copy  of  the  Petition,  and  it  showed 
beyond  doubt  that  Bolton  himself  had 
applied  to  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy  for 
an  arrangement.  On  the  last  day  when 
the  case  was  under  discussion,  it  was 
said  that  if  an  English  Civil  servant  of 
any  grade  had  placed  himself  in  a 
similar  position,  there  was  no  Depart- 
ment in  England  in  regard  to  which  the 
House,  and  even  the  iJepartment  itself, 
would  not  have  demanded  his  suspen- 
sion. Ho  contended  that  the  moment 
George  Bolton  brought  his  affairs  into 
the  Court  of  Bankruptcy  he  ought  to 
have  been  suspended.  The  question 
whether  he  should  afterwards  resume 
hia  post,   or  be   allowed   to  retain  it, 
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might  very  well  be  left  to  await  the  re- 
sult of  the  Petition  ;  but  as  the  first  and 
preliminary  step,  the  Crown  should 
have  suspended  Bolton  from  his  public 
offices  the  moment  he  applied  to  the 
Court  of  Bankruptcy  to  effect  an  ar- 
rangement between  his  creditors  and 
himself.  This  gentleman  owed,  not,  as 
had  been  said  before,  £90,000,  but 
£100,000;  and  ho  appeared  to  derive 
from  the  fpublio  an  income  of  alx)ut 
£2,000  a-year.  He  had  given  Notice  a 
few  days  ago  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
Solicitor  General  that  ho  would  ask  him 
upon  this  Vote  what  was  the  amount  of 
emolument  derived  by  George  Bolton. 
It  was  well  known  that  he  had  £400 
a-year  as  Solicitor  to  the  Valuation  and 
BoundaryOffioe;  that hohad £400  a-year 
as  Crown  Solicitor  for  the  County  of  Tip- 
perary ;  and  he  (Mr.  Sexton)  would  now 
call  attention  to  a  statement  made  in  the 
Irish  Court  of  Bankruptcy  on  Friday 
last.  The  learned  gentleman  who  ap- 
peared for  the  executors  under  the  will 
of  the  late  Sophia  Bolton — the  wife  of 
this  official  —  asked  for  a  return  of 
Bolton's  salaries,  and  pointed  out  that, 
even  taking  the  account  which  had  been 
mentioned  last  year,  it  amounted  to  at 
least  £1,900  a-year.  Yet  this  man,  who 
was  receiving  from  public  employments 
£1,900  or  £2,000  a-year,  owed  between 
£90,000  and  £  100,000  ;  so  that  if  he  do- 
voted  the  whole  of  his  iucome  to  the 
payment  of  his  creditors,  he  would 
arrivo  at  a  complete  settlement  of  hia 
affairs  somewhere  about  the  middle  of 
the  20th  century.  And  what  was  the  offer 
which  this  gentleman  made  to  his  cre- 
ditors ?  He  had  offered— hon.  Members 
would  hardly  believe  the  audacity  that 
was  developed  in  the  bosom  of  an  Irish 
official — George  Bolton  had  offered  to 
allot  £200  a-year  to  the  benefit  of  bis 
creditors ;  and  when  pres.sed  by  their 
representative,  he  consented  to  increase 
the  sum  to  £300,  but  would  not  go  be- 
yond that  amount.  From  that  date 
there  had  been  no  advance  upon  £:tOO 
a-year.  He  held  that  the  position 
taken  by  Mr.  Bolton  was  scanda- 
lous and  disgraceful ;  and  he  wanted 
to  know,  now  the  facts  had  been 
mado  known,  whether  the  Government] 
meant  to  tolerate  his  continued  empIoy>^J 
meut  ?  Was  it  not  an  audacioiiflf 
trifling  with  the  principles  of  justice  for' 
a  man  owing  £90,000,  and  roceiving 
£2,000  a-year  from  the  public  purse,  la 
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appear  in  Court  and  say  tliat  he  was  only 
willing:  to  allow  £300  for  the  eettlement 
of  the  claims  of  his  creditovs  ?  They  had 
been  told  that  it  was  not  desirable  to 
discuss  this  Vote  that  day,  because  the 
trial,  in  which  George  Bolton  was 
plaintiff  and  Mr.  O'Brien — the  Member 
for  Mallow — was  defendant,  was  pro- 
oeeding  at  Belfast.  Now,  what  had 
happened  at  Belfast  that  day?  Mr. 
Bolton  went  to  Belfast  to  defend  his 
character,  and  the  Government  were  bo 
anxious  that  he  should  be  allowed  a  full 
opportunity  to  patch  up  his  somewhat 
damaged  character,  that  tliey  were  un- 
willing that  a  word  should  be  said  in 
the  House  in  the  discussion  of  his  salary 
until  the  trial  was  determined.  Mr. 
Bolton  saw  himself  dusoribed  from  week 
to  week  and  month  to  month  in  United 
Ireland  as  a  person  who  was  guilty  of 
fraud  and  forgery,  and  who  had  intro- 
duced the  arts  of  a  swindler  into  his  own 
house,  and  defrauded  the  wife  who 
trusted  him.  8o  long  as  those  charges 
wero  made  against  him  ho  was  silent ; 
and  it  was  only  on  a  question  of  the  con- 
struction of  the  heading  of  a  paragraph, 
which  he  looked  upon  as  imputing  to 
him  an  unnatural  otTence,  that  Mr. 
Bolton  went  into  Court  to  clear  his 
character.  How  had  he  proceeded  to 
clear  his  character?  Ho  (ilr.  Sexton) 
was  informed  that  in  the  Court  at  Bel- 
fast that  day  Mr.  Bolton  had  been  callod 
upon  to  go  into  the  witness-box,  and 
that  he  had  refused  to  do  so.  Did  tho 
Government  regard  that  as  fulfilling 
their  hope  as  to  the  manner  in  which  a 
public  official  should  defend  his  charac- 
ter ?  Was  that  tho  way  to  meet  accusa- 
tions of  the  kind  which  hod  been  levelled 
against  Mr.  Bolton  ?  If  the  reports 
which  reached  him  from  Belfast  wero 
true,  and  no  one  could  doubt  them,  he 
maintained  that  the  case  against  Mr. 
O'Brien  had  already  closed,  and  by  the 
refusal  of  Mr.  Bolton  to  go  into  tho 
witness-box  to  otfer  himself  for  exami- 
nation, and  to  throw  open  his  life  before 
the  jury  and  the  Court — by  his  refusal 
to  go  through  that  ordeal — the  case 
against  the  hon.  Member  for  Mallow 
(Mr.  O'Brien)  had  gone  by  default,  and 
Ooorgo  Bolton  was  already  practically 
found  guilty.  He  (Mr.  Sexton)  begged 
to  move  the  reduction  of  the  Vote  by 
£1,600,  which,  so  far  as  he  was  able  to 
estimate,  was  that  portion  of  the  Vote 
which  would  otherwise    go   to  George 


Bolton  for  salaries  and  expenses ;  and 
in  making  that  Motion  he  would  con- 
clude by  saying  that  he  awaited  with 
curiosity  to  learn  what  action  was  left 
for  tho  Crown,  in  the  new  condition  of 
things  revealed  at  Belfast  that  day,  in 
oarrj-ing  further  their  obstinate  and 
unwise  defence  of  this  disgraceful 
official. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  a  sum,  not  oieeoding  £47,431,  ba 
granted  to  Her  Majedty,  to  complete  tho  suni 
noceasary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  3l8t  day  of  starch  1886,  of  Criminal  Prosecu- 
tions and  other  L.iw  Clmrgoa  in  Ireland,  in- 
cluding certain  Allowances  under  tho  Act  16  and 
16  Vic.  c.  83."— (JTr.  Sexton.) 

Mb.  TEEVELYAN  said,  the  hon. 
Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton),  in  ap- 
proaching this  Estimate  in  the  character 
of  an  economist,  regretted  that  the 
amount  had  undergone  no  material 
diminution  since  last  year.  He  thought 
the  hon.  Member  would,  indeed,  have 
good  reason  to  regret  it  if  such  was  in 
any  sense  the  case.  Undoubtedly  the 
Estimate  this  year  was,  on  the  face  of  it, 
very  much  tho  same  as  last  year ;  but 
tho  hon.  Momber  had  omitted  a  most 
important  consideration.  The  Estimate 
for  1883-4  was  £100,000;  the  Estimate 
for  1884-0  was  £99,000.  Tho  hon. 
Member,  however,  could  not  have  for- 
gotten that  in  the  course  of  the  many 
debates  in  which  they  had  been  engaged 
this  year,  and  especially  early  in  the 
Session,  the  Government  had  found  it 
necessary  to  bring  forward  a  Supple- 
mentary Estimate  of  something  over 
£15,000  ;  so  that  the  actual  Estimate  for 
last  year  amoimted,  not  to  £100,000, 
but  to  £115,000;  and,  therefore,  the 
reduction  between  this  Estimate  and  the 
actual  Estimate  of  last  year  amounted 
to  £16,000.  The  hon.  Member  con- 
nected the  amount  of  the  Estimate  with 
the  state  of  crime  in  Ireland.  In  that 
respect  it  would  be  interesting  to  the 
economists  of  the  House  to  watch  the 
gradual  growth,  and  he  was  glad  to  add 
tho  gradual  reduction,  of  tho  Estimate 
now  under  consideration,  and  to  observe 
how  closely  it  followed  the  course,  not  so 
muchof  crime  as  the  detectiouand  punish- 
ment of  crime  in  Ireland.  In  the  year 
1878-9  the  actual  expenditure  on  this 
Estimate  stood  at  £82,000.  It  was 
noticeable  that  this  was  the  amount, 
roughly  speaking,  of  the  actual  expend!- 
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ture  of  the  Estimate  for  a  g^eat  number 
of  years  past.  Tlirro  had  been  only  one 
exceptional  yeor  since  1870,  and  that 
was  the  year  1873-4.  In  that  case  there 
had  been  a  Supplementary  Estimatu  of 
£22,000,  which  brought  up  the  expendi- 
ture upon  the  Law  Charges  to  £100,000. 
That  was  the  year  in  which  the  riot 
cases  in  the  Phoenix  Park  were  tried,  and 
the  Estimate  was  swelled  by  a  consider- 
able amount  of  expenditure  on  what 
might  be  termed  the  public  litigation 
which  took  place  before  the  period  on 
which  he  was  about  to  enter.  In  1878 
the  actual  expenditure  was  £82,000. 
In  1879-80  the  actual  expenditure  was 
£80,2-14;  but  in  the  Inst  months  of 
1879  and  in  tJie  earlier  months  of  1880 
— with  increasing  velocity  throughout 
1880 — that  state  of  crime  began  which 
they  had  all  deplored,  and  the  6rst  signs 
of  it  were  shown  in  the  Estimates  of 
1880-1,  which  rose  to  £87,000.  In 
1881-2,  as  crime  grew  worse,  the  Esti- 
mate rose  to  £105,000. 

Mr.  sexton  :  The  Estimate  or  the 
eipendituro  ? 

Mb.  TREVELYAN:  The  expendi- 
ture. In  1881-2  the  expenditure  rose 
to  £105,000.  In  1882-3,  which  he  took 
to  have  been  a  sort  of  culminating  point 
when  the  state  of  crime  was  worse  and 
its  detection  had  begun,  the  Estimate 
rose  to  £118,000.  In  1883-4  the  actual 
expenditure,  as  shown  by  the  bills  al- 
ready got  in  up  to  the  present  time, 
amounted  to  £110,633. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  £10,000  over  the 
Estimate. 

Mr.  TREVELYAN:  £10,000  over 
the  Estimate,  and  £7,000  under  the  com- 
bined Estimate  and  Supplementary  Es- 
timate together.  Thotwasto  say,  that 
while  the  expenditure  for  the  detection 
and  suppression  of  crime  had  risen  gra- 
duoUy  from  £82,000  to  £118,000,  in 
1882-3  the  actual  expenditure  fell  olf  by 
about  £8,000,  as  far  as  ho  had  been  able 
to  ascertain.  Being  anxious  not  to  have 
a  Supplementary  Estimate,  they  had 
estimated  the  expenditure  in  November 
and  December  at  £99,000,  thus  showing 
another  steady  falling  off.  Ho  had  everj- 
reason  to  hope  that  next  year,  by  which 
time  not  only  would  crime  have  very 
much  diminished  from  what  it  was  at  its 
worst,  but  its  detection  would  have  be- 
gun to  be  much  less  material  in  its 
operation,  and,  therefore,  much  less 
active,  they  would  be  able,  judging  from 
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the  actual  expenditure  of  1884-5,  to 
make  'a  very  sensible  reduction  in  the 
Estimates  oi  1885-6.  To  show  how 
completely  this  was  the  case,  and  how 
far  this  expenditure  was  due,  not  to 
salaries,  but  to  the  actual  operation  of  the 
pimishment  and  detection  of  crime  both 
present  and  old,  he  had  taken  out  the  fees 
to  the  Law  Officers,  the  fees  to  counsel, 
the  general  law  expenses  in  regard  to 
prosecutions,  and  the  witnesses'  ex- 
penses, as  items  which  spoke  of  the 
actual  work  done ;  and  he  found  that  in 
1878-9  thoy  amounted  to  £48,000;  ia 
1880-1  to  £55,000;  1881-2.  £71,000; 
1882-3,  £83,000;  1883-4,  75,000;  and 
the  present  Estimate  was  £69,000,  which 
brought  the  expenses  upon  these  items 
down  to  £14,000  below  the  actual  ex- 
penditure of  1882-3.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  thought  this 
was  not  a  sufficient  reduction  to  repre- 
sent the  actual  diminution  of  crime ;  but 
it  was,  nevertheless,  a  large  reduction, 
and  B  steady  reduction.  Crime  had 
fallen  off,  and  so  had  the  expenditure ; 
and  he  was  bound  to  say  that  a  great 
part  of  the  tranquillity  which  Ireland 
now  enjoyed  was  due  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  crimes  in  the  past  had  beea 
dragged  to  light,  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  were  followed  up — an  opera- 
tion still  going  on,  and  which  had  cer- 
tainly not  yet  come  to  an  end.  [Mr. 
I'.iRNELL  :  Hear,  hear !]  He  hoped 
that  all  hon.  Gentlemen  would  cheer 
that  sentiment.  The  detectu:)n  of  past 
crime  was  one  of  the  most  important 
functions  of  the  Government.  It  must 
be  remembered,  however,  that  they 
must  not  talk  even  of  a  diminution  of 
crime  with  too  much  triumph.  It  was 
quite  true  that  a  beneficial  change  had 
taken  place  up  to  that  moment.  The 
outrages  reported  in  some  mouths  of 
the  year  had  fallen  very  much  in  num- 
ber below  what  were  recorded  in  the 
most  peaceful  years  in  Ireland.  But 
the  country  was  still,  in  some  districts 
especially,  in  a  state  where  justice  must 
still  keep  a  tight  hand  upon  crime  aud 
disorder ;  and  although  the  expenditure 
uponjusticemust  bo  most  closely  watched, 
and  reductions  made,  he  maintained  that 
reductions  had  been  made  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  aiTord  Bufficient  scope  for 
the  operations  of  justice,  while,  at  the 
same  time,  gratifying  the  economists  of 
that  House.  He  by  no  means  wished  to 
boast;   but  he  etill  desired  to  impreea 
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upon  tlie  Committee  that,  taking  the 
actual  Estimates  of  last  year,  and  the 
actual  Efitimatea  of  tliis,  thero  was  an 
actual  reduction  of  about  £19,000. 

Mil.  n.  H.  FOWLER  asked  if  his 
right  hon.  Friend  could  give  the  actual 
number  of  cases  represented  in  the  pro- 
secutions last  year? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  said,  he  wa8  not 
able  to  say  that. 

Mr.  MOLLOY  asked  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  could  give  any  indication 
within  30  or  50  ? 

Mb.  TREVELYAN  said,  he  did  not 
know  that  he  was  even  able  to  gfive  that 
information  ;  nor  was  he  aware  that  the 
Returns  even  in  the  case  of  England 
gave  judicial  statistics  in  that  respect. 
He  was  under  the  impression,  so  far  as 
Ireland  was  concernod,  that  the  judicial 
statistics  wore  notjdrawn  on  the  principle 
of  giving  a  Return  of  that  kind.  The 
hon.  Member  for  SHgo  (Mr.  Sexton')  ob- 
jected to  the  sj'stem  on  which  the  Irish 
Law  Officers  were  paid.  Although  he 
admitted  that  their  salaries  wore  small 
in  proportion  to  those  of  the  English 
Law  Olficers,  the  hon.  Gentleman  said  the 
ealaries  ought  to  bear  a  larger  propor- 
tion to  the  expenditure  which  was  in- 
curred in  the  shape  of  fees.  The  hon. 
Member  objected  to  the  payment  of 
fees  as  holding  out  an  inducement  to  the 
Law  Officers  to  promote  prosecutions, 
although,  at  the  same  time,  he  added 
that  he  did  not  think  the  Solicitor  Gene- 
ral was  iniluenced  by  that  fact.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  must  remember  that 
prosecutions  were  not  alwaj'S  bad 
things.  He  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  had  heard 
from  the  Benches  on  which  the  hon. 
Member  sat  a  very  warm  protest 
against  the  Government  abstaining 
from  prosecutionB  in  certain  cases.  lion. 
Members  opposite  were  constantly  re- 
ferring to  cases  in  which  they  thought 
there  ought  to  bo  pro.secutions.  Only 
that  day  he  had  informed  an  hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  Bat  near  tho  hon.  Member 
that  a  person  who  had  falsified  voting 
papers  would  probably  be  prosecuted, 
Emd  tbat  information  appeared  to  give 
the  hon.  Gentleman  some  satisfaction. 
But  ho  himself  reminded  tho  hon.  Mem. 
bor  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  that,  as  far 
as  the  payment  by  fees  appertained,  it 
appertained  in  preventing  prosecutions 
which  ought  not  to  be  undertaken  from 
being  S(?t  on  foot.  An  uncalled-for  pro- 
secution was  disgraceful,  and  tho  injury 


done  to  the  reputation  of  the  Law  Offi- 
cers who  set  it  on  foot,  if  it  could  be 
shown  that  it  was  set  on  foot  from  any 
such  motive,  would  be  infinitely  gi-eoter 
than  any  compensation  thot  could  be  ob- 
tained from  the  foes.  The  hon.  Member 
had  referred  to  the  imprisonment  without 
trial  of  a  number  of  persons  in  a  district 
where  his  own  political  opinions  had 
great  influence. 

Mk.  SEXTON  said,  that  since  he  last 
spoke  he  had  received  a  telegram  from 
the  Tubbercurry  prisoners,  who  wished 
to  have  it  pressed  upon  the  House  that 
their  trial  should  take  place  on  the  .5th 
of  August,  and  intimating  their  willing- 
ness to  waive  all  right  to  notice — such 
as  that  which  was  required  to  be  given  in 
a  change  of  venue. 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  said,  it  was  unfor- 
tunate that  those  telegrams  came  during 
the  debate,  and  thus  acquired  additional 
interest  from  so  coming,  because  it  was 
absolutely  impossible  that  they  could 
receive  the  attention  which  properly 
ought  to  be  given  to  them.  He  would 
certainly  prefer  that  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  the  Solicitor  General  should  con- 
sider the  bearing  of  this  request,  as  he 
oertoinly  could  not  answer  off-hand  what 
would  be  the  proper  course  to  take.  He 
eould  only  say,  in  regard  to  the  com- 
plaints of  tho  hon.  Member  of  the  ar- 
rests of  men  on  insufficient  evidence, 
that  in  the  heat  and  hurry  of  the  early 
days  of  the  suppression  of  tho  state  of 
crime  which  had  existed  in  Ireland,  it 
was  possible,  as  it  was  in  the  case  of  a 
terrible  war,  for  things  to  have  beea 
done  hastily  in  the  way  of  arrests,  end 
from  tho  want  of  proper  communications 
having  been  kept  up  between  tho  Law 
Officers  and  others  who  were  Law  Offi- 
cers no  longer,  and  the  responsible  ma- 
gistrates and  police.  He  did  not  know 
much  about  the  facts  of  this  particular 
case  ;  but  nothing  had  engaged  his  at- 
tention more  than  this — namely,  the 
propriety  of  impressing  upon  all  those 
who  were  concerned  in  the  detection  of 
crime  that  they  were  not  to  make  ar- 
rests, except  in  serious  cases,  until  the 
ease  had  been  laid  in  full  before  the 
Law  Officers.  That  ought  not  to  be 
done  except  in  the  most  exceptional 
eases,  where  the  suspected  person  was 
likely  to  leave  the  country,  or  where 
there  was  imminent  danger  of  a  crime 
being  about  to  be  committed.  Excep- 
tional circumstances  only  would  warrant 
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a  sudden  arrest  being  made,  because  a 
sudden  and  ill-conaiJered  arrest  was  fre- 
quently productive  of  fatal  results.  Ho 
Lad  been  glad  to  hear  the  hon.  Member 
for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  lay  particular 
emphasis  upon  this  particular  case,  be- 
cause it  made  him  think  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber realized  the  fact  that  there  wore  not 
many  unfortunate  men  still  left  in  the 
position  of  being  remanded  over  and 
over  again.  He  believed  that  resulted 
from  the  caution  now  displayed  by  per- 
sons in  authority,  who  saw  that  arrests 
■were  not  made  without  very  great  deli- 
beration, and  on  a  full  case  being  estab- 
lished. He  thought  he  had  now  gone 
through  everything  the  hon.  Member 
had  alleged,  with  the  exception  of  his 
remarks  in  reforfnce  to  Mr.  Bolton.  He 
must  say  that  he  deprecated  any  conclu- 
sion  being  drawn — such  as  the  hon. 
Member  had  drawn  from  the  telegram 
he  had  read  to  the  House.  He  knew 
nothing  about  the  facts  of  the  case ;  but 
he  could  very  well  conceive  that  when  a 
very  grave  charge  had  been  made,  and 
the  person  who  made  it  was  being  prose- 
cuted as  a  libeller — he  could  well  con- 
ceive that  before  going  into  the  box  to 
be  examined  as  to  the  whole  of  his  life, 
on  any  question  which  might  be  put  to 
him,  the  plaintiff  might  insist  that  some 
prim  A  facie  case  should  be  made  out 
agaiust  liim.  He  might  give  an  instance 
in  illustration  of  what  he  meant.  If  a 
man  was  charged  with  having  stolen  a 
watch,  he  might  bring  an  action  for  Ubel, 
but  refuse  to  go  into  the  box  to  bo  exa- 
mined as  to  wlietlior,  at  a  contested  elec- 
tion, ho  had  given  a  man  5/.  to  buy  some 
ale.  He  might  in-sist  that  a  primd  facie 
case  of  his  having  stolen  the  watch 
should  be  made  out,  in  the  first  instance, 
and  that  the  libel  should  be  properly 
established  before  he  was  called  upon  to 
refute  it.  But  he  did  not  think  that  this 
was  a  cose  to  be  argued  in  Parliament 
while  it  was  pending  in  a  Court  of  Law, 
and  ho  had  no  wish  to  argue  it.  But  if 
the  hon.  Member  thought  it  right  to 
prejudice  the  case  against  Mr.  Bolton 
dui'ing  the  progress  of  the  trial  by  com- 
menting upon  a  single  fact  which  had 
come  to  his  knowledge,  and  which  might 
bear  a  very  difl'eront  complexion  from 
that  which  the  telegram  put  upon  it,  he 
thought  it  right  to  say,  on  the  other  side, 
that  there  might  be  a  possible  explana- 
tion of  everything  stated  in  the  telegram. 
He  did  not  think,    however,    that  the 
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House  of  Oommons  ought  at  present  to 
concern  itself  with  the  general  character 
of  Mr.  Bolton.  He  thought  that  the 
character  of  that  gentleman  was  at  that 
moment  sacred  ;  and  hon.  Members  must 
have  an  opinion  whether  the  course 
pursued  was  not  calculated  to  prejudice 
the  case  in  the  public  mind.  While 
litigation  was  proceeding  with  regard 
to  the  attempt  of  Mr.  Bolton  to  vindi- 
cate his  character,  and  while  Mr.  Bolton 
was  in  the  position  of  a  litigant  vindi- 
cating his  character,  that  character  ought 
to  be  sacred,  and  ought  not  to  bo  dis- 
cussed in  that  House.  From  that  point 
of  view,  he  altogether  deprecated  any 
remark  upon  Mr.  Bolton's  general  cha- 
racter. As  to  the  question  of  Mr. 
Bolton's  bankruptcy,  he  was  aware 
how  grave  a  matter  the  question  of 
bankruptcy  in  regard  to  a,  public  officer 
was.  He  was  perfectly  aware  what  the 
practice  was  in  the  case  of  English  Civil 
servants,  and  he  considered  that  practice, 
in  the  essence  of  it,  to  be  a  righteous 
one,  and  that  no  man  whose  private 
affairs  were  brought  under  the  notice  of 
the  Government,  by  bankruptcy,  or  by 
proceedings  equivalent  to  bankruptcy, 
should  be  continued  in  his  position,  ua« 
less,  on  examination,  it  turned  out  that 
his  ditliculties  were  not  oceasioned  by 
fraud,  or  by  culpable  extravagance,  or 
by  culpable  improvidence. 

Mr.  8EXT0N  asked  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  meant  that  the  Government 
was  to  form  its  opinion  upon  these 
matters  by  the  examination  which  took 
place  in  the  Bankruptcy  Court  ? 

Mr.  TEEVELYAN  said,  that,  of 
course,  the  materials  upon  which  the 
Government  would  be  required  to  form 
a  conclusion  would  be  what  came  before 
the  Court  of  Bankruptcy.  AVbat  ho 
maintained  was,  that  the  Government 
would  have  to  satisfy  themselves  on  these 
points  by  what  was  brought  under  their 
notice  by  the  proceedings  in  bankruptcy, 
or  proceedings  equivolent  to  bankruptcy. 
That  was  the  principle  adopted  in  regard 
to  the  English  Civil  servants,  and  it  wua 
the  principle  on  which  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment intended  to  act  in  regard  to  Mr. 
Bolton,  and  in  the  case  of  any  Civil  ser- 
vant who  received  a  salary  under  the 
Crown.  He  thought  that  was  a  plain 
and  simple  statement  on  the  port  of  the 
Government,  so  far  as  Mr.  Bolton  was 
concerned.  In  regard  to  any  other  ques- 
tion relating  to  Mr.  Bolton,  they  could 
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not  enter  into  it  while  the  trial  was 
pending. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  AENOLD  said,  he  had 
never  hoard  anything  more  convincing 
than  tho  speech  delivered  by  tlio  Prime 
Minister  last  Wednesday  against  the 
postponement  of  the  Vote.  He  agreed 
with  what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
then  said,  that  tho  proceedings  now  going 
on  at  Belfast  had  nothing  whatever  to 
do  with  the  Vote  before  the  House;  and 
if  ho  had  any  inriuence  with  hon.  Mem- 
bors  opposite,  he  would  certainly  ask 
them  to  avoid  in  this  discussion  any  re- 
ference to  the  trial  now  going  on,  which 
could  have  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
the  present  Vote.  Tliere  was  not  a 
Member  in  that  House  who  did  not 
think  tbat  very  gi-ent  extravagance  was 
apparent  in  regard  to  the  Irish  Law 
Charge.',  and  ho  knew  that  in  the  whole 
ol  Europe  there  was  not  a  similar  case 
in  which  the  salaries  of  the  judicial  offi- 
cers of  the  country  boro  such  an  extra- 
vagant proportion  to  the  Revenues  of  the 
country  in  which  they  lived.  He  had 
risen,  however,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
one  or  two  remarks  directly  in  reference 
to  Mr.  Bollon.  His  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Cliief  Socretary  had  given  a  defini- 
tion of  what  he  considered  ought  to  be 
the  poliry  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
in  rtfpTonce  to  Civil  servants.  Ho  was 
Borry  to  dilTer  from  so  great  and  respect- 
able an  autbority  as  bis  rigiit  hon. 
Friend,  but  he  did  differentirely  from  him 
in  regord  to  this  matter.  When  the  dis- 
cussion took  place  llicotho'r  day,  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  theMcmber 
for  tho  University  of  Dublin  (Mr. 
Qibson)  said  that  Mr.  Bolton  had  not 
presented  a  Petition  in  Bankruptcy. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  pre- 
tend to  make  that  statement  to-day.  It 
was  now  admitted  by  the  learned  Solici- 
t-or  General  for  Ireland,  and  it  was  per- 
fectly well  known  in  all  quarters  of  tho 
House,  that  Mr.  Bolton  had  presented  a 
Petition  in  Bankruptcy.  Tbat  being  so, 
he  held  that  there  ought  to  be  an 
inviolable  rule  that  when  a  public  ser- 
vant presented  a  Petition  in  Bankruptcy 
he  should  be  immediately  suspended. 
He  differed  entirely  from  tho  Chief 
Secretary  in  thinking  that  Her  Mnjesty's 
Government  ought  to  suspend  their 
judgment  until  thero  had  been  an 
adjudication  in  reference  to  that  Petition 
in  Bankruptcy.  What  had  happened  in 
this  particular  case  was  this.     Only  two 
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days  ago  it  came  to  light  in  the  proceed- 
ings connected  with  Mr.  George  Bolton's 
bankruptcy,  which  were  fully  and  accu- 
rately reported  in  The  Times  newspaper, 
that  Mr.  Bolton  had  made  an  offer  to 
his  creditors  of  £300  from  his  annual 
official  salaries.  The  Judge  of  the  Court 
was  advised  to  make  Mr.  Bolton  a 
bankrupt ;  but  ho  declined  to  do  so, 
because  that  coui-se  would  probably 
involve  tho  lo.s8  of  tho  official  8ularic.>i, 
What  was  now  happening  was  only 
what  would  happen  in  any  case  of 
default.  Bolton,  farmed  by  his  credi- 
tors, might  go  on  for  years,  and  it  might 
happen  that  the  money  voted  by  the 
House  of  Commons  might,  under  tho 
existing  conditions  of  the  case,  be  made 
available  by  a  person  who  had  presented 
a  Petition  in  Bankruptcy  for  meeting 
the  demands  of  his  creditors,  and  pre- 
venting an  adjudication  in  bankruptcy 
from  taking  place.  The  debtor  had  in 
this  case  an  interest  in  continuing  in  the 
receipt  of  bis  salary  in  order  that  it 
might  be  farmed — although  the  debtor 
was  an  officer  in  Her  Majesty's  Service — 
by  his  creditors.  Now,  he  held  most 
strongly  that  no  officer  of  the  Crown 
ought  to  be  in  that  position — that  ho 
ought  not  to  be  in  a  position  in  which 
he  could  be  farmed  by  any  one  of  Her 
Majesty's  subjects.  Holding  that  view, 
he  should  support  the  Motion  for  re- 
ducing tho  Vote  by  the  amount  of  Mr. 
Bolton's  salary. 

Mil.  T.  P.  O'CONNOR  said,  they  had 
had  a  speech  from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  of  a 
kind  which  had  unfortunately  become 
too  common  in  connection  with  this  case. 
Tho  right  hon.  Gentleman,  a  man  of 
brilliant  abilities,  well  able  to  hold  his 
own  in  debate  with  almost  all  comers, 
had  been  struggling  almost  incoherently, 
for  half-an-hour,  in  a  lame  and  halting 
speech,  to  screen  Mr.  Bolton.  In  fact,  he 
did  not  think  there  had  ever  been  a  more 
remarkable  instance  in  that  House  of 
an  official  palpably  and  obviously  dis- 
charging a  duty  which  was  odious  and 
loathsome  to  him  than  that  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  afforded  that 
evening.  As  to  the  excessive  amount  of 
the  Estimates  now  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Committee,  he  would  leave 
the  case  where  it  hud  been  put  by  his 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr. 
Sexton),  and  the  hon.  Gentleman  who 
had  just  now  spoken.     The  convictiou 
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was  firm  and  fixed,  and  no  amount  of 
rambling  speeches  by  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary would  remove  it  from  the  mind  of 
the  Committee  and  from  the  public  of 
this  country,  as  well  as  of  Ireland  that 
the  Law  Charges  in  connection  with 
Ireland  were  beyond  all  reason  and 
beyond  all  decency.  That  was  a  fact 
which  had  passed  out  of  the  sphere  of 
disputable  or  disputed  proposals,  and 
was  well  established  in  every  rational 
and  unofficial  mind.  He  would  now 
refer  to  the  Tubbercurry  prisoners. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  commented 
on  the  fact  that  the  case  had  been 
brought  forward  so  frequently  by  his 
hon.  Friend,  and  he  had  drawn  the 
extraordinary  inference  that  it  was  the 
only  case  of  the  kind  in  Ireland.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  explanation  of  the 
interest  taken  by  his  hon.  Friend  in  the 
case  was  that  the  prisoners  were  bis  own 
constituents,  whose  grievances  he  was 
specially  required  to  bring  nnder  the 
notice  of  the  House.  That  there  were 
other  cases  in  which  similar  hardships 
were  experienced  he  had  not  the 
slightest  doubt ;  but  in  all  probability 
the  persons  who  had  been  so  treated 
had  not  the  good  fortune  to  possess  a 
Bepresentative  in  that  House  as  ener- 
getic and  as  influential  as  his  hon. 
Friend.  With  regard  to  the  Tubber- 
curry prisoners,  they  had  been  in  gaol 
since  the  2nd  of  April,  and  now  on  the 
29  th  of  July  they  were  still  untried,  and 
had  not  been  admitted  to  bail.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  himself  deprecated 
the  principle  of  making  fishing  arrests 
in  Ireland ;  but  the  circumstances  of  this 
case,  in  which  men  had  been  kept  in 
prison  from  the  2nd  of  April  until  the 
29th  of  July  without  being  brought  to 
trial,  afibrded  convincing  proof  that  the 
arrest  was  a  fishing  arrest.  The  mere 
statement  of  the  facta  must  bring  con- 
viction home  to  the  mind  of  every  hon. 
Member  that  when  the  Government 
arrested  these  men  they  had  no  evidence 
against  them ;  but  that  thpy  took  up 
the  case  experimentally,  in  the  hope  of 
being  able  to  get  evidence  by-and-bye. 
When  at  last,  in  obedience  to  the  strong 
pressure  put  upon  the  Government  by 
his  hon.  Friend,  these  men  were  brought 
to  the  Assizes  for  trial,  the  Government 
again  suggested  the  postponement  on 
the  miserable  and  flimsy  pretence  that 
subscriptions  were  being  got  up  by  their 
neighbours    to    assist    them    in    their 
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defence.  In  this  country,  even  in  the 
case  of  the  most  odious  criminal,  if  the 
public  had  an  idea  that  he  was  in 
danger  of  being  unfairly  tried  for 
the  want  of  legal  advice,  an  appeal 
would  at  once  be  made  for  support,  in 
order  to  produce  evidence  and  see  that 
the  case  was  adequately  conducted. 
It  was  within  his  own  recollection  that 
many  criminals  of  the  worst  type  had 
been  helped  in  this  way  to  defend  them- 
selves lest  the  sacredness  of  trial  by  jury 
should  be  violated,  and  they  should  not 
receive  proper  treatment.  The  Tubber- 
curry prisoners,  through  their  solicitor, 
had  addressed  a  telegram  to  his  hon. 
Friend,  asking  that  they  should  be  tried 
on  the  5th  of  August ;  and  he  should 
like  to  hear  from  the  Solicitor  General 
for  Ireland  any  ground  why  this  reason- 
able request  on  their  part  should  not  be 
complied  with.  They  were  perfectly 
convinced  of  being  able  to  establish  their 
innocence.  All  that  they  asked  was 
that  they  should  be  tried  on  the  first 
opportunity,  and  not  kept  languishing 
in  prison  week  after  week  and  month 
after  month  because  no  opportunity  was 
afforded  to  them  of  establishing  their 
innocence.  The  re-appearance  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary on  the  present  occasion  suggested 
some  strange  inquiries.  Why  was  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  not  in  his  place 
when  the  case  of  George  Bolton  was 
under  discussion  last  week  ?  There  was 
a  general  impression  last  Wednesday 
that  the  absence  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman from  the  House  was  due  to  the 
fatigue  he  had  undergone  for  several 
days  in  defending  his  Department  from 
the  attacks  which  had  been  made  upon 
it  in  that  House.  No  doubt  the  amount 
of  labour  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
obliged  to  go  through  owing  to  the  re- 
sponsibilities which  attached  to  his 
Office  were  extremely  onerous ;  but  ho 
wanted  to  ask  the  right  hnn.  Gentleman 
this  question.  It  was  a  categorical  ques- 
tion, and  he  hoped  that  a  categorical 
answer  would  be  given.  Was  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  wilfully  absent  from  the 
House  on  Wednesday  last  when  the  Vote 
for  Mr.  Bolton's  salary  was  under  dis- 
cussion ?  Was  his  absence  deliberate 
and  intentional,  or  the  result  of  accident 
and  the  consequence  of  fatigue?  All 
he  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor)  could  say  was 
that  the  Irish  Members  had  seen  the  re- 
appearance of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
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upon  tho  Treasury  Bench  in  order  to 
defend  these  Votes  with  a  certain  amount 
of  curiosity  and  interest,  especially  after 
his  absence  on  Wednesday.  He  must 
say  that  the  position  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  one  which  entitled  him 
to  sympathy.  What  evil  fate  had  oon- 
domnpd  him  to  stand  up  in  the  defence 
of  such  men  as  George  Bolton  ;  and  if 
his  conscience  did  not  justify  him,  what 
evil  fate  compelled  him  to  swallow  the 
odious  dose  ?  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man ought  not  to  stop  a  moment  longer 
in  OfBce  if  ho  found  that  he  could  not 
discharge  the  duties  of  it  with  the  full 
consent  of  his  heart  and  conscience.  Ho 
would  recall  to  the  memory  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  a  remarkable  incident 
which  occurred  in  tho  last  Parliament, 
and  in  whicli  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
himself  took  a  prominent  part.  A  noble 
Lord  (iitting  on  the  Bench  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  now  occupied  was 
a  Member  of  tho  Administration  of  Lord 
BeaconsGeld.  There  was  a  financial 
trial  going  on  in  the  City  of  London  at 
tho  time,  and  in  tho  course  of  the  evi- 
dence at  the  trial  certain  transactions 
with  which  the  noble  Lord  had  been 
concerned  were  brought  to  light.  They 
were  supposed  to  have  been  of  a  some- 
what questionable  nature.  Who  was 
tlie  man  who  then  stood  up  in  that  House 
and  compelled  the  resignatioa  of  tlie 
noble  Lord '?  It  was  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretaiy  for  Ireland, 
who  was  now  the  advocate  and  expouent 
of  George  Bolton.  Although  tho  noble 
Lord  might  have  committed  a  certain 
amount  of  indiscretiou,  there  was  sutE- 
cient  proof  in  the  exposure  which  took 
place  that  there  was  nothing  criminal  in 
the  transaction.  His  conduct  might 
have  been  foolish,  thouglitle.S'*,  and  un- 
worthy of  a  man  occupj'ing  his  high 
position  ;  but  his  (XIr.  T.  P.  O'Connor's) 
sympathies  were  with  tho  noble  Lord, 
rather  than  with  tho  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, who  had  taken  a  malignant  course 
in  matters  which  he  himself — a  man  of 
large  fortune — might  have  treated  with 
indulgence.  Yet  this  rigid  economist, 
this  relentlefs  purist,  was  the  man  who 
got  up  now  night  after  night  to  defend 
as  bad  a  class  of  criminals  as  any  who 
ever  had  the  misfortune  to  be  connected 
with  tho  Civil  Ser^'ice  of  any  country  in 
the  world.  He  wished  to  correct  one 
misconception  on  the  purt  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.     The  right  hon.  Gen- 
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tleman,  speaking  on  the  attitude  of  tho 
Irish  Members  towards  George  Bolton, 
admitted  that  the  result  of  tho  trial  at 
Belfast  would  have  a  material  influence 
upon  the  action  of  tho  Government. 
Now,  the  position  of  the  Irish  Members 
in  reference  to  George  Bolton  was  that 
he  ought  to  have  been  dismissed  long 
ago.  He  asked  any  English  Member 
to  rise  in  his  place  and  declare  that  any 
man  with  tho  antecedent's  and  character 
of  George  Boltun  ought  to  have  been 
retained  for  a  single  week  in  the  Civil 
Service  of  this  country  ?  That  was  a 
fair  challongo.  Would  any  Member 
who  was  not  a  Member  of  the  Govern- 
ment— indeed,  would  any  Member  of 
the  Government  except  tho  Chief  Secre- 
tary and  tho  Solicitor  General  for  Ire- 
laud  get  up  and  declare  that  a  man  with 
the  antecedents  and  character  and  posi- 
tion of  George  Bolton  ought  to  be  kept 
for  a  single  hour  in  the  service  of 
this  country?  He  awaited  with  some 
curiosity  to  see  the  manner  in  which  that 
challenge  would  be  taken  up  by  the  Go- 
vornmeut.  Tho  real  secret  of  all  these 
matters  was  that  the  Govurnment  of  Ire- 
land were  determined  to  stand  by  their 
tools,  no  matter  what  dirty  instruments 
they  might  be.  There  was  not  a  singlo 
mon  whose  dismissal  hod  been  agreed 
to  by  the  Government  during  the  last 
two  or  three  years  who  had  been  dis- 
missed Voluntarily,  or  who  would  have 
been  dismissed  at  all  but  for  the  con- 
stant pressure  of  public  opinion,  and 
after  wearisome  discussions  in  that 
House.  Every  ofRcial  who  had  been 
prosecuted  had  been  proceeded  against 
at  the  eleventh  hour,  and  after  the  Go- 
vernment had  exhausted  every  means  of 
evading  a  prosecution.  He  maintained 
that  that  was  a  shameful  and  pitiable 
position  for  the  right  hon.  Geutloman  to 
occupy.  For  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
him'ielf  he  had  great  respect  and  sym- 
pathy ;  but  he  must  say  that  his  official 
conduct  in  tliese  matters  had  brought 
about  all  the  trouble  in  which  he  found 
himsnlf  involved. 

Mn.  LABODCHERE  said,  the  ques- 
tion was  not  precisalj'  whether  Mr. 
Bolton  ought  to  00  dismissed  for  his  past 
misconduct,  because  all  that  had  been 
condoned.  Tho  real  question  was  whe- 
thf  r  he  ought  to  be  suspended  at  present. 
Now,  it  appeared  to  him  that  in  sug- 
gesting his  suspension  hon.  Members 
only  treatod  Mr.  Bolton  precisely  in  th^ 
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same  way  as  every  other  public  servant 
was  treated,  and  as  they  wi-re  treated 
themselves  if  any  one  of  them  filed  a 
Petition  in  Bankruptcy.  If  an  hon. 
Memljer  presented  a  Petition  in  Bank- 
ruptcy he  was  suspended  from  all  logia- 
lativo  functions  until  that  Pelilion  was 
disposed  of;  and  he  thought  they  had  a 
right  to  ask  that  the  same  rule  which 
was  applied  to  Members  of  Parliament, 
and  which  was  applied  to  all  public  ser- 
vants in  England,  should  also  be  applied 
to  those  who  were  employed  in  Ireland. 
They  had  been  told  that  one  reason  why 
this  course  had  not  been  taken  in  regard 
to  Mr.  Bultou,  and  why  Mr.  Bolton  had 
not  been  suspended,  was  that  he  was 
proposing  to  enter  into  some  bargain 
with  his  creditors,  by  which  he  was  to 
hand  over  to  them  some  portion  of  his 
otBcial  emoluments.  He  had  always 
uuderfetood  that  the  salary  given  to  an 
ofllcial  was  in  order  that  he  might  main- 
tain a  certain  position  in  society  ;  and  it 
would  be  very  strange  to  have  a  man 
occup_>'ing  an  ofHcial  position,  with  the 
greater  part  of  his  siilary  in  the  hands 
of  his  creditors.  What  could  be  more 
objectionable  than  that  a  man,  holding 
the  position  of  Crown  Solicitor  in  Ire- 
land, and  exercising  legal  functions,  and 
obliged  to  conduct  the  prosecution  of 
prisoners,  should  bo,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  in  the  hands  of  his  creditors '? 
Ho  knew  nothing  about  Mr.  Bolton, 
except  what  ho  had  read  and  heard  in 
that  House ;  but,  speaking  generally, 
ho  thought  the  facts  which  were  ad- 
mitted by  the  Treasury  Bench  rendered 
it  only  jutt  and  proper  that  Mr.  Bolton 
should  be  at  once  suspended. 

Mk.  GEEGOKY  said,  it  was  not  his 
province  to  defend  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment, nor  did  he  know  anything 
about  this  case  beyond  what  had  been 
said  in  that  House;  but  he  did  think 
that  there  ought  to  be  some  right  under- 
standing as  to  the  course  which  should 
be  adopted.  What  was  now  before  the 
Committee  was  the  proposal  that  Mr. 
Bolton's  salary  should  be  omitted  from 
the  present  Vote  ;  that  he  sliould,  in  fact, 
be  deprived  of  his  professional  remune- 
ration, and  dismissed  as  a  solicitor  from 
public  employment.  He  did  not  think 
that  suffluient  reasons  had  been  assigned 
for  taking  such  a  course.  He  had  very 
little  respect  for  the  antecedents  of  Mr. 
Bolton,  and  he  was  not  there  to  defend 
that  gentleman ;  but  if  he  had  been  a 
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fraudulent  trustee  there  were  remedies 
in  Ireland,  as  well  as  in  England,  which 
could  be  put  in  force  against  him,  and 
he  might  have  been  prosecuted  in  that 
onpaeily.  If  he  had  committed  an 
unprofessional  act,  he  presumed  that 
there  might  have  been  an  applica- 
tion to  strike  him  off  the  rolls  in 
Ireland,  as  in  England ;  but  he  could 
not  find  that  either  one  stop  or  the  other 
had  been  taken  against  Mr.  Bolton. 
All  that  was  left  was  the  Petition  in 
Bankruptcy,  and  the  proceedings  which 
were  now  pending  in  the  Court  at  Bel- 
fast. It  was  aduiitted  that  that  House 
ought  not  to  be  influenced  by  those  pro- 
ceedings. Reference  had  been  made  to 
tbo  fact  that  Mr.  Bolton  had  not  ap- 
peared when  ho  was  called  upon  to  ap- 
pear as  a  witness  in  Court  in  the  case 
now  pending  at  Belfast.  He  thought 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary had  put  that  matter  very  fairly. 
He  might,  of  course,  have  been  examined 
from  one  end  of  his  life  to  another ;  and 
until  some  case  was  made  out  by  the 
other  side  to  justify  the  libel  it  was  not 
for  Mr.  Bolton  to  go  into  the  bos  at  the 
call  of  the  other  side.  ["Oh!  "from  Irish 
]Uember».~\  He  hoped  that  hon.  Mem- 
bers would  hear  him  out.  If  a  plaintiff 
was   required  by  the  defendant  to  ap- 

Eear  in  the  witness-bos,  the  defendant 
ad  the  means  in  his  own  hands  of 
putting  him  there.  Ho  might  summon 
nim  by  subpoena,  and  ask  him  pretty 
well  what  questions  he  liked,  treating 
him  even  as  a  hostile  witness.  There- 
fore, ho  did  not  think  much  importance 
attached  to  the  refusal  of  Mr.  Bolton  to 
go  into  the  witness-box  in  this  instance. 
In  nil  probability  the  telegram  which 
had  been  referred  to  was  founded  upon 
some  observation  in  Court  —  such  as 
"  Where  is  Mr.  Bolton  ?  "  or  something 
of  that  kind.  Nor  did  it  follow  that 
Mr.  Bolton  would  not  present  himself 
as  a  witness  at  the  proper  time.  Then 
it  was  said  that  Mr.  Bolton  had  pre- 
sented a  Petition  in  Bankruptcy. 
Now,  as  he  understood,  the  bank- 
ruptcy was  brought  about  in  conse- 
quence of  some  unfortunate  purchases 
which  Mr.  Bolton  had  made  in  the  Landed 
Estates  Court  of  Ireland.  Mr.  Bolton 
had  fancied  the  purchases  ho  made  to  bo 
of  very  much  larger  value  than  they 
turned  out  to  be.  Many  other  gentle- 
men had  made  mistakes  in  the  purchase 
of  land,  and  had  lost  something  in  eon- 
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sequence.  The  Committee  had  a  right 
to  assume  that,  beiug  pressed  by  his 
creditors,  Mr.  Bolton  had  proseuted  a 
Petition  in  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy  for 
the  proper  administration  of  his  estate, 
in  order  to  socuro  that  it  should  be 
duly  administered  among  his  creditors 
generally.  It  would  appear  from  the 
iavestigatton,  when  it  took  place,  whe- 
ther the  circumstances  attending  the 
bankruptcy  wore  discreditable  to  Mr. 
Bolton  or  not;  and,  therefore,  ho  did 
not  see  that  there  was  sufficient  ground 
for  taking  stops  against  Mr.  Bolton  until 
the  circumstances  of  the  bankruptcy 
'Were  disclosed.  Until  those  proceedings 
were  fully  heard,  ho  did  not  tbiuk  it 
would  be  right  to  suspend  Mr.  Bolton 
during  the  pendency  of  the  bankruptcy 
proceedings  he  had  invited.  Of  course, 
if  it  turned  out  that  tho  circumstances 
of  the  bankruptcy  were  discreditable  to 
hitn,  or  that  there  had  been  anything 
fraudulent  in  his  transactions,  the  case 
■would  be  different,  or  even  if  it  should 
turn  out  that  the  bankruptcy  had  been 
brought  about  by  undue  means,  such  as 
extravagance,  or  wanton  expenditure,  it 
would  be  another  question,  and  the  Go- 
vernment would  have  it  in  their  power 
to  deal  with  hitn  ;  but  until  that  fact 
was  ascertained,  he  did  not  think  there 
was  any  ground  for  the  refusal  of  his 
salary.  If  it  were  purely  a  bankruptcy 
of  misfortune,  not  attributable  to  tho 
fault  of  the  bankrupt,  it  would  be  a 
harsh  thing  that  he  should  at  once  lose 
his  appointment. 

Mb.  ILLINGWORTH  said,  he 
thought  the  point  raised  by  the  hou. 
Member  for  Salford  (Mr.  Arnold)  was 
really  tho  one  which  the  Committee  were 
called  upon  to  consider.  As  to  the  trial 
at  Belfast,  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  Go- 
vernment were  wise  in  not  throwing  the 
weight  of  a  feather  in  either  scale.  The 
simple  question  was,  what  was  the  ordi- 
nary rule  of  the  Service  in  the  case  of 
the  bankruptcy  of  a  public  servant  ?  If 
it  was  tho  rule  in  other  Departments  to 
suspend  a  public  servant  in  the  event  of 
bankruptcy  where  the  bankruptcy  was 
the  act  of  the  sen'ant  or  of  his  creditors, 
|thore  ought  to  be  no  difference  made  in 
r.  Bolton's  CAse.  He  knew  the  case  of  a 
oung  officer  in  the  Army  who  had  un- 
dertaken to  pay  his  father's  debts  by 
instalments,  and,  having  failed  to  do  so, 
liankruptoy  proceedings  were  brought 
against  him;  and  he  (Mr.  niingwortb) 


was  told  that,  in  spite  of  all  the  interest 
brought  to  bear  to  save  this  youug 
officer,  ho  had  been  compelled  by  tho 
Commander-in-Chief  to  resign  his  posi- 
tion. What  he  held,  and  what  every 
right-minded  man  would  hold,  was  that 
if  the  rule  ordinarily  observed  was  sus- 
pension there  ought  to  bo  no  exception 
made  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Bolton.  Of 
course,  if  any  of  the  charges  now  made 
against  Mr.  Bolton  were  substantiated, 
then  it  was  clear  that  suspension  would 
not  be  sufficient,  but  that  it  must  be  fol- 
lowed by  absolute  dismissal  with  dis- 
grace. All  he  said  was  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  not  be  justified  in  this  case 
in  deviating  from  the  clear  and  well- 
understood  rule  in  all  other  cases  when 
a  man  was  overtaken  by  embarrassment 
iu  regard  to  his  pecuniarj-  circumstances, 
and  matters  had  proceeded  so  far  as  to 
involve  a  Petition  in  Bankruptcy.  It 
seemed  that  the  proj)er  course  which 
ought  to  be  taken  in  this  case  was  to 
suspend  Mr.  Bolton. 

Mb.  GIBSON  said,  he  had  understood 
on  the  last  occasion  this  question  was 
before  the  House  that  it  was  stated  from 
the  Treasury  Bench  that  there  was  no 
certain  rule  laid  down  as  to  bankruptcy 
or  arrangement  with  creditors.  Of  course, 
there  were  bankruptcies  and  bankrupt- 
cies ;  and,  therefore,  it  was  absolutely 
impossible  to  lay  down  an  absolutely 
rigid  rule.  Last  Wednesday  the  state- 
ment made  was  that  the  presentation 
of  a  Petition  for  arrangement,  or  even 
adjudication,  in  bankruptcy  would  not, 
ipHO  faolo,  necessarily  cause  dismissal 
from  the  Public  Service,  and  it  was 
pointed  out  that  every  case  must  be  con- 
sidered on  its  own  merits,  and  on  the 
circumstances  which  brought  the  bank- 
ruptcy about.  As  an  illustration  to  show 
the  reasonableness  of  this  rule,  the  case 
was  given  of  a  person  who  had  been 
trustee  of  moneys  invested  in  shares  in 
the  City  of  Glasgow  Bank.  The  failure 
of  that  bank  had  brought  about  the  ruin 
of  such  trustee,  whose  own  aQ'airs  were 
put  into  the  Bankruptcy  Court,  with  the 
result  that  the  trustee  was  adjudicated  a 
baukrupt.  Now,  it  was  obvious  that  such. 
a  bankruptcy  was  perfectly  consistent 
with  the  entire  innocence  of  the  man 
who  was  made  bankrupt,  and  it  would 
be  an  extreme  hard.ship  to  subject  a 
man  under  such  circumstances,  who 
ought  to  have  the  sympathy  of  all  per- 
sons, to  a  dismissal  which  would  deprivo 
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him  of  the  only  means  he  bad  of  eflect- 
in((  a  settlement  with  his  creditors.  lie 
did  not  assert  that  that  was  the  case 
here,  and  he  did  not  pretend  to  have  any 
special  knowledge  of  the  rules  enforced 
either  in  the  Army  or  in  the  Public  Ser- 
vice. But  the  statement  from  the  Trea- 
sury Bench  on  Wednesday  last  was  not 
challenged  or  contradicted  in  any  part 
of  the  House  ;  and  he  was  bound  to  sny 
that  it  seemed  to  hiiu  to  be  a  rule  which, 
if  applied  with  discretion,  would  recom 
mend  itself  to  the  common  sense  of 
everyone. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  COWEN  said,  it  was 
quite  possible  that  a  man  might  become 
bankrupt  l>y  accident  or  mis(oituno,  and 
many  bankrupts  were  neither  fraudulent 
or  disreputable  persons.  In  l>is  part  of 
the  country  ho  was  satisfied  that  many 
persons  whose  estates  were  administered 
under  the  Bankruptcy  Act,  and  who 
were  held  to  be  bankrupt,  had  become 
80  by  misfortune;  but  in  this  case  it  was 
evident  tliat  Mr.  Bolton  was  a  man  of 
questionable  character,  and  while  legal 
proceedings  were  ponding  against  him 
iu  the  Courts  of  this  country  the  Govern- 
ment, having  full  knowledge  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, not  only  took  no  steps  against 
him,  but  actually  promoted  him.  In  this 
case,  instead  of  suspending  him  or  insti- 
tuting a  full  inquiiy  into  the  charges 
against  him,  bis  superiors  acted  as  his 
protectors.  He  (Mr.  Joseph  Co  wen) 
maintained  that  the  Government  were 
fully  aware  of  Mr.  Bolton's  antecedents, 
and  therefore  he  should  support  the 
Amendment. 

Mb.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN  said,  he  also 
intended  to  support  the  Amendment  for 
the  reduction  of  the  Vote,  and  he  agreed 
■with  the  Mover  of  the  Motion  in 
the  opinion  he  had  expressed  that  the 
Law  Charges  in  Ireland  were  altogether 
swollen  beyond  the  necessities  and  re- 
quirements of  the  case.  His  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  had 
shown  the  Committee  that  there  bad 
been  very  little  diminution  in  these 
charges,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
there  had  been  a  very  considerable 
diminution  in  the  crime  of  the  country, 
and  not  only  in  the  crime  of  the  country, 
but  in  many  other  respects.  The  one 
thing  which  would  not  diminish,  so  long 
as  it  was  possible  to  keep  it  up  to  high 
water  mark,  was  the  Law  Chorges,  the 
fees  paid  to  lawyers  and  policemen,  the 
reward  of  spies,  informers,  Crown  Pro- 
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secutors,  and  all  the  rest  of  them.  Those 
charges  were  kept  up  at  the  highest 
level,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  crime 
and  outrage  were  decreasing,  and  the 
population  and  wealth  of  the  country 
were  also  decreasing.  No  doubt  there 
had  been  a  high  old  time  for  the  law- 
yers, who  had  an  interest  in  keeping 
up  the  Law  Charges  as  long  as  they 
could.  This  class  of  people  had  been 
rolling  in  wealth  and  wallowing  in  tho 
public  money  for  years  past ;  and,  of  , 
course,  it  was  very  desirable  on  their  I 
part  to  continue  the  same  game  as  long 
ns  possible.  As  regarded  George  Bolton, 
lie  had  been  the  pet  of  Dublin  Castle — 
the  pet  of  the  Executive,  and  the  Public 
Service  of  that  country.  He  had  not 
one  salary  only,  but  many;  and  yet,  out 
of  those  many  salaries,  he  could  not 
afford  to  pay  his  creditors.  He  enjoyed 
an  income  from  the  Government  of 
£2,000  a-year.  He  contracted  debts  to 
the  amount  of  £100,000,  and  he  found 
that  the  Government  and  the  House  of 
Commons  did  their  best  to  shield  and 
shelter  him.  He  (Mr.  Sullivan)  had 
seen  the  evidence  of  what  had  occurred 
recently  in  Dublin,  when  the  Judge  of 
the  Bankruptcy  Court  kindly  consented 
to  postpone  the  hearing  of  Bolton's  case 
in  order  that  Mr.  Bolton  might  have  an 
opportunity  of  obtaining  damages  at 
Belfast,  That  was  the  sort  of  support 
he  got  from  men  in  high  office  in  Ire- 
land. When  they  came  intothat  House 
— the  highest  Court  of  Justice — they 
found  on  endeavour  to  postpone  the 
Votes  lest  the  fair  fame  of  Mr.  George 
Bolton  should  suffer.  They  found 
Ministers  of  the  Crown  standing  up  and 
defending  him  when  there  was  a  clear 
case  against  him.  Using  the  word 
"  Crown  "  put  him  in  mind  that  in  Ire- 
land Mr.  George  Bolton  was  "  the 
Crown  ;  "  that  admirable  gentleman,  in 
conducting  prosecutions  in  Ireland  called 
himself  "  the  Crown,"  and  the  Judges 
and  MagibtratoB  referred  to  the  excellent 
and  famous  George  Bolton  as  "  the 
Crown."  Ought  not  the  Government  to 
be  ashamed  at  such  a  name  being  applied 
to  such  a  man,  and  that  such  a  man 
should  be  retained  in  the  Public  Service  ? 
He  said  it  was  a  public  scandal  that 
these  tilings  should  be  ;  it  was  one  of  the 
many  scandals  connected  with  the  Go- 
vernment Departments  in  Ireland,  and 
the  Government  had  good  reason  that 
night  to  be  ashamed  of  it. 
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Mn.  TREVELYAN  said,  he  was  not 
quite  sure  whether  the  Treasury  Minute 
of  November,  1868,  had  been  read  to  the 
House;  but  it  bad  been  very  often  cited, 
and  it  niif^ht  be  well  to  read  the  exact 
words,  which  were  as  follows  : — 

"  In  the  event'of  any  civil  servant  hoing 
arrested,  or  beinf;  adjudicated  a  bankrupt,  or 
entering  into  a  compoaition  with  hia  creditors 
under  the  Bankruptcy  Act,  he  will,  on  the  fact 
being  known,  bo  suspended  from  duty  and  from 
salary,  and  he  will  not  be  reinstated  unless,  after 
examination  of  the  facts  and  of  the  scliedalo 
prepared  for  the  Court,  it  shall  appear  that  his 
difficulties  have  been  occasioned  by  misfortune, 
and  not  by  oxtruvagnnco  or  culpable  impn.vi- 
denco,  or  unless  the  case  shall  he  churacterizod 
by  previous  circumstances  of  extenuation," 

That  was  the  measure  which  the  Irish 
Oovemment  were  anxious  to  apply  to 
Irish  Civil  servants ;  they  included  Sir. 
IBoltun  in  that  category,  and  that  mea- 
sure, and  no  other,  they  proposed  to 
apply  to  him.  The  question  obviously 
was,  whether  he  had  hitherto  eoiuo 
under  any  one  of  the  first  three  heads — 
being  arrested,  or  being  adjudicated  a 
bankrupt,  or  entering  into  a  composition 
with  his  creditors.  What  was  the  mean- 
ing of  "  adjudicated  a  bankrupt  ?  "  That 
was  the  point,  and  he  was  not  willing  to 
state  the  opinion  of  someone  on  the  Trea- 
sury Uenth  on  so  purely  legal  a  ques- 
tion ;  but  they  proposed  to  lay  the  case 
before  the  Law  Ulficers,  and  likewise  to 
apply  to  the  proper  authority,  whom  he 
would  not  then  name,  to  ascertain  what 
was  the  practice  in  the  English  Civil 
Service ;  and  exactly  that  practice,  so  far 
as  it  could  be  asoertuined,  would  be 
followed  in  this  case.  This  was  a  clear 
atatement  of  the  course  which  the  Go- 
vernment proposed  to  take,  and  ho  ear- 
neatly  hoped  it  would  be  satisfactory  to 
the  Committee. 

LoKD  RANDOLPH  CnURCHILL 
said,  he  thought  the  Committee  were  in 
a  position  of  some  difficult^',  because 
they  had  not  had  much  light  from  the 
Ohief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  or  from  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 
University  of  Dublin  fMr.  Gibson),  who 
contented  himself  with  the  oracular  re- 
mark that  there  were  bankruptcies  and 
bankruptcies,  and  then  sat  down  and 
left  the  Committee  where  they  were 
before.  The  Committee  wanted  to  know 
the  rule  that  was  in  force  in  the  Service 
£rom  official  sources,  and  that  had  been 
clearly  stated  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 


man who  read  the  Treasury  Minute. 
And  they  nanted  to  ascertain  cloorly  the 
course  which  the  Government  intended 
to  pursue,  and  they  learned  that  it  was 
one  which  differed  widely  from  the 
course  they  had  taken  in  other  cases, 
because  it  appeared  by  the  Minute  that 
where  a  man  was  arrested  or  adjudi- 
cated a  bankrupt,  or  made  a  composition 
with  his  creditors,  he  was  to  be  at  once 
suspended  from  the  Public  Service.  He 
under&tood  that,  under  the  new  Bank- 
ruptcy .\ct,  the  first  step  to  be  taken  in 
order  to  make  a  composition  with  credi- 
tors was  to  fUo  a  Petition  ;  and  though 
he  did  not  state  it  as  a  question  of  law, 
he  was  informed  that  a  composition 
could  not  be  made  without  first  filing  a 
Petition  in  Baukruptcy.  At  any  rate, 
the  fact  remained  that,  on  the  24th  of 
June  Inst,  Mr.  Bolton  filed  a  Petition  in 
Bankru[)tcy,  with  a  view  to  compound- 
ing with  his  creditors;  and,  without 
sympathizing  with  hon.  Members  be- 
hind him  in  their  attack  on  Mr.  Bolton, 
he  did  not  see  why  a  rule  should  be  laid 
down  for  him  different  from  that  ap- 
plied to  others.  Nor  did  he  see  why  the 
fact  that  Mr.  Bolton  was  attacked  by  a 
certain  party  and  defended  by  others 
should  give  him  a  pri\'ileged  position. 
They  had  Mr.  Bolton  applying  to  the 
Baukruptcy  Court  on  the  24th  of  June 
last,  with  a  view  to  compounding  with 
his  creditors.  Why,  then,  did  not  the 
Treasury  Rule  come  into  operation  ? 
Not  only  did  the  Rule  not  come  into 
operation  wlien  Mr.  Bolton  filed  a  Peti- 
tion in  Bankruptcy,  but  ho  doubted 
whether  it  would  have  come  into  opera- 
tion at  all  but  for  the  question  having 
been  raised  by  hon.  Members  behind 
him.  If  Members  of  that  House  and  of 
the  House  of  Peers  became,  during  the 
time  of  bankruptcy,  incapable  of  dis- 
charging public  duties,  he  would  ask 
the  Prime  Minister  whether  he  thought 
that  exceptional  treatment  should  be 
adopted  iu  the  case  of  a  legal  official  in 
the  Public  Service,  and  whether  he 
thought  it  advantageous  with  regard  to 
Irelaud  that  an  official  who  had  come 
very  prominently  before  the  public,  and 
who  occupied  a  position  which  exposed 
men  to  much  adverse  criticism — namely, 
that  of  Crown  Prosecutor — that  such  an 
individual  should  be  singled  out  above 
all  other  officials  for  exceptional  treat- 
ment ?  He  thought,  if  it  were  neces- 
sary, as  a  general  rule,  to  exorcise  care 
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in  administration,  that  extreme  care 
should  bo  exercised  when  the  Irish  Go- 
vernment was  concerned,  beoauso,  un- 
fortunately, the  Irish  Government  did  not 
enjoy  the  respect  of  the  great  majority  of 
the  people  of  Ireland  ;  and  he  could  con- 
Deive  nothing'  more  likely  to  stimulate 
'the  unpopularity  of  that  Government 
thnn  that  the  House  of  Commons  should 
be  led  to  understand  that  an  official  of 
the  Government  was  to  be  exempt  from 
the  operation  of  one  of  the  ordinary 
liules  of  the  Public  Service. 

Mil.  GLADSTONE  said,  he  could 
venture  to  assure  the  noble  Lord  that 
nothing  was  further  from  the  intention 
of  the  Government  than  to  apply  an  ex- 
ceptional mode  of  treatment  to  the  case 
of  Mr.  Bnlton.  The  whole  question 
was  this.  What  was  the  rule  of  the  Pub- 
lic Service,  and  what  was  the  just  appli- 
cation of  that  rule?  The  quention  put 
by  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Brad- 
ford (Mr.  lUingworth)  a  few  minutes  ago 
bad  been  answered  by  what  had  been 
read  by  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  from  tho  Trea- 
sury Minute  of  November,  1868.  When 
the  noble  Lord  spoke  to  him  he  had  no 
recollection  in  the  matter  which  was  very 
serviceable  ;  but  his  recollection  was, 
thut  the  admiuistratiou  of  the  Minute 
had  generallj-  been  in  conformity  with 
what  had  been  said  by  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
the  University  of  Dublin  (Mr.  Gibson) — 
that  there  were  bankruptcies  and  bank- 
ruptcies— that  was  to  say,  that  every- 
thing depended  upon  the  character  of 
the  bankruptcy.  It  might  be  eaid  that 
this  was  with  regard  to  the  ultimate 
steps  to  be  taken,  and  that  suspension 
was  not  inevitable  in  any  ease  ;  but  sus- 
pension was  not  invariably  insisted  upon, 
and  there  was  the  case  of  a  person  in 
the  Education  Department,  whom  it 
would  not  bo  necessarj'to  name,  holding 
an  important  situation,  who  was  actually 
adjudicated  a  bankrupt,  but  who  was 
not  suspended  for  an  hour,  so  far  was 
the  nature  of  the  case  known  to  bo  in 
his  favour.  That,  however,  he  admitted, 
was  not  a  case  in  the  same  sense.  It 
appeared  to  him  that  there  was  no  room 
lelt  for  doubt.  The  Minute  of  Novem- 
ber, 1868,  was  clearly  in  the  nature  of  a 
penal  law,  and,  being  so,  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Treasury  to  administer  it 
stricdy  ;  and,  whatever  might  be  the 
amount  of  feeling  in  that  House,  it  was 
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their  duty  to  ascertain  its  legal  construc- 
tion— not  stretch  its  application — and 
that  Lis  right  hon.  Friend  said  was 
being  done  by  the  best  means  in  hia 
power.  The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
was  said  to  have  been  defending  Mr. 
Bolton  ;  but  the  extent  of  that  defence 
was  to  see  that  strict  justice  was  admi- 
nistered to  him.  He  had  one  addition 
to  make  to  what  had  been  stated  by  hia 
right  hon.  Friend,  which,  he  thought, 
would  satisfy  tho  Committee.  His  right 
hon.  Friend  hnd  promised  that  he  would 
obtain  the  best  legaV judgment  he  could 
of  the  meaning  and  construction  of  this 
Hula ;  and  to  that  he  might  add,  as  it 
was  fair  matter  for  discussion,  that  if 
this  Vote  were  now  allowed  to  pa=8,  tho 
Government  proposed  that  the  Eeport 
of  the  Vote  should  not  bo  taken  until 
his  right  hon.  Friend  had  obtained  the 
judgment  ho  sought.  He  hoped  the 
Committee,  under  the  circumstances, 
would  see  that,  if  tho  Vote  were  paaaed, 
this  question  could  be  raised  at  a  time 
when  the  Government  would  bo  in 
a  position  to  state  decisively  their 
course. 

Mk.  sexton  said,  they  were  en- 
titled to  demand  from  the  Government 
to  take  immediately  a  step  which  they 
were  clearly  not  disposed  to  take.  Ha 
failed  to  discover  any  reason  in  the  state- 
ments of  Members  of  the  Government 
why  this  should  not  be  done.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
tlie  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  had  read 
a  'J'reasury  Minute  to  the  Committee, 
tho  existence  of  which  was  quite  as  well 
known  to  the  Government  on  Wednesday 
Inst  as  it  was  that  night  Now,  that 
Minute  provided  that  if  a  Civil  servant 
became  bankrupt,  or  entered  into  a 
composition  with  his  creditors,  he  should 
be  suspended  in  consequence.  What 
was  tho  position  of  Mr.  Bolton?  He 
had  filed  al'Ildavits  in  the  Court  of 
Bankruptcy ;  one  of  them,  dated  the 
2nd  of  July,  was  headed  "  In  the  Bank- 
ruptcy Court,  Ireland,  in  the  matter  of 
George  Bolton.  Pt-tition  for  arrange- 
ment." He  (Mr.  Sexton)  said  then  that 
Mr.  Bolton  had  entered  into  a  composi- 
tion with  his  crnditoTS,  so  far  as  it  was 
possible  fur  him  to  do  so.  He  had  done 
all  in  his  power  to  make  a  composition 
with  his  creditors;  and  he  raaintarned 
that,  applying  the  rule  of  the  English 
Civil  Service,  the  Government  were 
bound  to  suspend  him.    They  were  told 
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that  action  would  be  taken  when  the 
construction  of  the  Minute  was  ascer- 
tained ;  but  he  said  that  Mr.  Bolton 
ought  to  be  suspended  now.  No  doubt, 
as  it  was  said,  there  were  bankruptcies 
Biid  bankruptcies — so  much  the  worse 
for  Mr.  Bolton,  for  a  bankruptcy  like 
his  had  not  been  aoen  for  a  long  time. 
Judge  Walsh  had  detlarod  his  conduct 
towards  his  own  relatives  and  family  to 
have  been  of  a  fearful  character,  and 
yet  the  Prime  Minister  contended  that 
there  wore  reasons  for  still  further  delay. 
He  would  not  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  if 
the  Government  agreed  to  take  the  Re- 
port of  the  Vote  at  a  reasonable  hour, 
and  undertook  before  that  to  ascertain  the 
law,  tliey  might  not  change  the  character 
of  tlieir  present  opposition  to  the  Vote. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  said,  the  term 
"reasonable  hour"  was  a  I'elative  one. 
As  Mr.  Speaker  had  stated  the  other 
doy  from  the  Chair,  it  did  not  moan  ex- 
actly the  same  thing  in  August  as  it  did 
in  the  month  of  May.  With  that  reser- 
vation ho  was  prepared  to  assent  to  the 
proposal  of  the  hon.  Member. 

Mn.  IlEALY  said,  he  supposed  the 

i Government  meant  by  a   "reasonable 
hour"  9  or  10  o'clock.    [Mr.  Gladbtonb 
dissented.]    No  doubt,  then,  they  con- 
eidcred  1  or  2  o'clock  in  the  morning  a 
Teusonable  hour.    They  had  just  had  an 
instance  of  that,  for  the  House  had  been 
discussing  the    Irish    ^Magistrates   Bill 
until  o  o'clock  that  morning.    But  there 
was  one   point  about  which  he  should 
I       like   to   have   some  information  at  the 
^■present  moment.     Mr.  Bolton  had  com- 
^fmitted   flat  perjury  on  Thursday  last. 
'       What  notice  had  been  taken  of  that  by 
the    Government  ?      He    swore    before 
Judge    Walsh,   in    order   to    procure  a 
postponement,  that  he  required  an  od- 
journment  on  the  ground  that  he  was  a 
material   and  necessary    witness.      His 
words  were — 
^_     "  I  any  I  «m  a  initcridl  and  necessary  witness, 
^Bknd  I  beliovi)  a  nuiteriiil  witaess  for  myself  on 
^Vtho  trial  of  both  actions." 

That  affidavit  was  sworn  in  the  Bank- 
ruptcy  Court   on   Thursday   last.     But 
what   had  occurred   to-day  in  Belfast? 
l^aAfter  swearing  in  the  Bankruptcy  Court 
^Bthe  other  day  that  he  was  a  necessary 
^^aud  materiiil  witness  for  himself  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  a  postponement, 
Iklr.  Bolton  declined  to  go  into  the  wit- 
ness box  at  Belfast.     Now,  he  asked, 
what  uotioe  wore  the  Qoverameut  going 


to  take  of  that  affidavit  ?  Here  was  a 
man  charged  with  a  series  of  crimes  by 
tho  hon.  Member  for  Mallow  (Mr. 
O'Brien)  in  United  Ireland;  he  had 
been  called  by  that  hon.  Member 
everything  but  one  thing ;  and,  not- 
withstanding the  affidavit  he  had 
made,  his  case  had  to-day  been  closed 
without  his  daring  to  go  into  the  wit- 
ness box.  They  asked  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  Vote ;  but  he  must  say  it 
was  not  merely  as  a  bankrupt  that  he 
impeached  Mr.  Bolton.  He  regarded 
him  as  a  fraudulent,  perjured  swindler, 
all  along  tiio  line.  He  cared  nothing 
whether  ho  was  a  bankrupt  or  not. 
However  his  bankruptcy  might  go,  or 
whatever  might  be  the  verdict,  he  said 
it  was  a  disgrace  and  a  scandal  for  the 
Government  to  keep  the  case  over  the 
Belfast  Assize.  Then  they  were  told 
that  it  was  a  question  whether  Mr.  Bol- 
ton's bankruptcy  was  of  a  character 
which  ought  to  carry  with  it  the  penal 
action  prescribed  by  the  Treasury 
Minute.  He  would  ask,  who  were  the 
people  seeking  to  make  Mr.  Bolton  a 
bankrupt  ?  Why,  it  was  his  wife's 
trustees,  who  claimed  to  the  extent  of 
£26,000;  and  it  was  with  regard  to  that 
money  that  Judge  Walsh  declared  that 
Mr.  Bollon  had  acted  in  a  fearful  man- 
ner towards  his  wife.  Bolton  had  been 
let  o£F  by  the  late  Lord  Chancellor  Law 
in  this  way — he  produced  a  letter  from 
his  wife  stating  that  if  she  got  this 
£26,000,  she  was  willing  that  her  hus- 
band should  continue  in  the  Public  Ser- 
vice— she  did  not  want,  so  to  speak,  to 
take  the  bread  out  of  his  mouth.  Hav- 
ing entrapped  Lord  Chancellor  Law  into 
contiuuiug  him  in  his  position,  what  did 
he  do?  So  far  from  paying  the  £26,000, 
he  had  pocketed  the  money  which  he 
got  by  a  fraudulent  deed  ;  he  had  acted 
as  a  fraudulent  trustee,  and  in  a  way  con- 
trary to  the  rules  of  the  Profession,  and 
m  such  a  way  that  the  Judgo  declared 
that  he  ought  to  be  struck  otf  the  Rolls. 
And  now  it  was  his  wife's  trustees  who 
were  seeking  to  make  him  bankrupt  in 
Dublin.  Such  was  the  man  whom  the 
Government  retained  in  the  Public  Ser- 
vice. The  declaration  of  the  Judgo 
alone,  with  regard  to  his  conduct,  he 
should  have  thought  would  have  been 
sufficient  to  induce  the  Government  to 
come  to  a  speedy  issue  in  this  matter. 
AVhether  the  Rule  of  1868  applied  or 
not,  George  Bolton  was  not  the  man 
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■whom  it  was  desirable  should  conduct 
prosecutions  in  Ireland.  Hon.  Members 
on  those  Benches  had  pointed  out  hia 
acts  in  that  House ;  they  had  shown 
exactly  the  position  in  which  ho  stood 
to  English  Gentlemen,  not  once  but 
many  times. 

Mu.  DAWSON  said,  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
the  University  of  Dublin  (Mr.  Gibson) 
had  used  the  expression  with  regard  to 
this  case  that  there  were  "  bankrupt- 
cies and  bankruptcies  ;  "  and  the  Prime 
Minister  also  appeared  to  convey  that 
the  nature  of  the  bankruptcy  should  be 
considered ;  but  one  of  the  most  exlra- 
ordinary  excuses  for  Mr.  Bolton  was 
that  which  had  been  put  forward  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
taiy  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 
Mr.  Bolton,  it  appeared,  had  bought  a 
lot  of  land  ;  he  had  raised  the  rents,  and 
when  ho  was  wringing  out  of  his  unfor- 
tunate tenants  sufhcient  to  pay  his  debts, 
that  laudable  object  was  defeated  by  the 
operation  of  the  Land  Act.  lie  (Mr. 
Dawson)  asked  whether  that  would  be 
considered  an  extenuating  circumstance 
when  Mr.  Bolton's  bankruptcy  was  con- 
sidered ?  Would  any  man,  who  had 
noted  as  Mr.  Bolton  had  acted,  be  al- 
lowed to  remain  member  of  a  London 
Club,  an  institution  which,  of  course, 
had  no  respon.sibility,  as  the  Govern- 
ment had,  towards  the  people  of  Ire- 
land. He  wished  to  say  a  few  words  on 
a  subject  referred  to  in  connection  with 
this  Estimate  before  the  Prime  Minister 
entered  the  House.  There  wei-e  re- 
marks made  upon  the  payments  by  fees 
instead  of  by  salary,  in  the  case  of  the 
legal  ofEcials  in  Ireland.  That  practice, 
payment  by  results,  pervaded  the  whole 
system  of  Oovcmment  in  Ireland.  It 
was  the  cause  of  the  delay  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  law,  because  every 
delay  was  money  to  the  Law  Officers ; 
it  was  profit  in  the  hands  of  those  who 
denied  justice;  and  the  people  of  Ire- 
land in  consequence  did  not  get  that 
justice  which,  as  the  Attorney  General 
for  England  said,  the  English  people  so 
much  respected.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary  pointed  out 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  Sligo  had 
forgotten  to  refer  to  the  £15,000  in 
the  Supplementary  Estimate,  which  he 
should  have  taken  into  his  calculation. 
But  how,  ho  asked,  were  hon.  Members 
to  have  information  which  was  not  put 
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into  their  hands  until  it  was  too  late  to 
be  considered  ?    The  right  hon.  Gentle 
man  the  Prime  Mini.ster  had  disestab- 
lished the  English  Church  in  Ireland  ; 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  must  also  dia 
establish   that   hierarchy  of  people 
Ireland,  who  held  their  position  on  th€ 
pernicious   system   of  payment   by  re-> 
suits,  if  he  would  complete  the  improve- 
ment of  the  condition  ot"  the  Irish  people^ 
It  had  been  shown  by  evidence  given 
before  the  Committee  sitting  to  inqulra 
into  the  prisons'  system  that  there  wera 
Assizes  in  Ireland  without  crimes  to  try,l 
and    prisons   witliout    prisoners;    and,4 
therefore,  that    there  was  no  need  fori 
the  expensive  arrangements  with  whicb 
the  country  was  saddled,  and  no  reawD 
for  this  enormous  expenditure  on  pr(i«o- 
cutions  and  law  establishments.     Theyj 
had  no  Assize  business  of  any  moment  y 
and,  therefore,  it  came  to  this — that  il 
the  men  who  were  receiving  the  enormous  j 
salaries  complained  of  were  to  give  soma  ' 
value  for  the  money  they  received,  crime 
must  be  directly  promoted,  so  that  there! 
would    be    some    justification    for    tlie] 
great  Law  Charges  in  Ireland.  He  agreed  I 
with  the  hon.   Member  for  Sligo  (Mr. 
Sexton)  that  the  Solicitor  General  fori 
Ireland  (Mr.  Walker)  was  very  badlyj 
paid.     He  (Mr.   Dawson)   had  a  very 
high   opinion  of  the  conspicuous  pro-J 
fessional  ability  of  the  hon.  and  learned  j 
Gentleman,  and  he  should  certainly  boJ 
disposed   to    give    him   a   salary   com- 
mensurate with  his  abilities  ;  but  to  give  j 
a  salary  of  £5,000  a-year,  and  fees  tol 
the  amount  of  £8,000  a-year,  poiutedl 
the  moral  of  the  tale  which  the  Irisli'j 
Members  were  anxious  to  lay  before  thai 
Committee.     He  trusted  that  at  no  dis- 
tant   date    public    officials   in   IrelaudJ 
would  be  paid  by  some  fixed  salary. 

Mr.  HAERINGTON  said,  there  was 
just  one  point  ho  wished  to  direct  atten- 
tion to  with  regard  to  Mr.  George  Iioltou,^J 
He  was  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  ns«j 
surance  given  to  his  hon.  Friend  by  tho  j 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter, and  he  believed  that  that  the  in- 
quiry which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. , 
had    promised    to    make    could    result] 
in    nothing    but    that   which   he   (Mr. 
Harrington)  and  his  hon.  Friends  had] 
for  some  time  been  fighting  for.     Hel 
wished,    however,  to  point   out  to  the  I 
Government  what  the  position  of  Mr.  1 
George  Bolton  was  at  the  present  time  j 
before  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy.     As  a 
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matter  of  fact,  Mr.  George  Bolton 
pledged  the  Government  and  the  cha- 
raetT  of  the  Government  and  the  Trea- 
Burj  in  trust  to  his  creditors.  Now,  that 
was  n  position  which  the  Government 
ought  immediately  to  take  steps  to  dis- 
associate themselves  from.  The  chief 
objection  to  the  position  Mr.  Bolton  had 
assumed  was  that  he  pledged  liimself 
to  give  out  of  his  salary  a  sum  of  £300 
a-yoar  to  his  creditors  as  a  portion  of 
his  arrangement.  Now,  he  thouglit  it 
should  be  made  clear  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible moment  to  Mr.  Bolton  and  his 
creditors  that  while  the  Government 
■was  considering  the  question  of  the 
character  of  the  bankniptcy — that  was 
to  say,  considering  whether  Bolton  hud 
been  brought  into  Court  by  his  own 
misconduct  or  by  the  course  of  circum- 
stances uver  which  he  had  no  control — 
the  Government  should  take  steps  to 
secure  that  his  promise  to  pledge  them 
and  their  credit  should  not  be  a  portion 
of  any  arrangement  whioh  he  proposed 
to  make  with  his  creditors.  Ho  (Mr. 
Harringtou)  was  sure  the  right  hon. 
Oentlomau  the  Prime  Minister  would 
see  the  justice  of  that  suggestion.  In 
the  first  place,  what  he  suggested  was 
only  just  to  the  country.  It  was  not 
that  a  public  servant,  whose  conduct 
was  to  bo  made  the  subject  of  an  official 
inquiry,  should  be  able  to  pledge  the 
credit  of  the  Government  as  one  of  the 
means  he  intended  to  employ  in  order  to 
escape  from  the  position  he  had  been 
reduced  to.  Then,  again,  it  was  not 
just  to  the  creditors  that  Bolton  should 
be  able  to  state  to  them  that  he  would 
allocate  the  sum  of  £.'iO()  a-year  out  of 
his  salary.  The  creditors  knew  the  man's 
position  in  the  Government  of  Ireland, 
they  knew  the  character  of  the  man, 
they  were  aware  of  the  influence  ho  had 
with  the  Executive,  and  they  would 
naturally  imagine  that  it  was  only  by  an 
arrangement  with  HerMajesfy'sGovern- 
ment  that  ho  was  able  to  make  the  otfer 
in  question.  It  was,  therefore,  of  the 
utmost  importance  that,  at  the  earliest 
ible  moment,  it  should  bo  dearly 
d  that  Bolton  was  not  in  a  position 
offer  £300  a-year  out  of  his  salary 
il  Her  Majesty's  Government  had 
considered  whether  his  bankruptcy  had 
been  brought  about  by  his  own  mis- 
conduct, or  by  the  course  of  circum- 
Btanoes  over  which  he  had  no  control. 
Tliat  was  the  only  point  to  which  he 


(Mr.  Harrington)  wished  to  direct  atten- 
tion. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
PrimeMinister  had  taken  avery  judicious 
and  proper  course  in  promising  to  in- 
quire into  this  case.  No  doubt,  Mr. 
George  Bolton  had  for  a  long  time  been 
in  the  service  of  the  Grown  in  Ireland ; 
but  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  knew 
tie  character  of  Mr.  Bolton's  services — 
if  ho  knew  the  estimation  in  which  those 
services  wero  held  by  the  vast  majority 
of  the  people  of  Ireland — a  majority 
composed  of  people  who  differed  very 
widely  as  to  political  opinions  and  re- 
ligious convictions — ho  would  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  the  length  of 
Bolton's  services  to  the  Crown  in  Ire- 
land should  bo  no  element  in  the  con- 
sidei-ation  of  whether  justice  ought  to 
be  done ;  whether  a  man  who  had  mis- 
used his  position,  and  who  had  been  a 
source  of  vital  contention  between  the 
Government  and  the  people  of  Ireland 
fur  years,  should  not  be  removed  from 
office. 

Ma.  D.  GRANT  said,  he  could  not 
fail  to  admire  the  Irish  Members  for  the 
clearness  and  power  with  which  they 
had  put  their  case  before  the  Committee. 
As  they  always  did,  they  had  on  the 
present  occasion  put  their  case  in  the 
very  best  aspect  before  the  Committee ; 
but  it  was  impossible  to  disguise  from 
one's  mind  the  fact  that  for  a  consider- 
able time  the  Committee  had  been  sub- 
jected to  a  repetition  of  the  same  argu- 
ments, the  same  phrases,  and  the  same 
expressions,  all  of  which  led  to  the  same 
conclusion.  He  put  it  to  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  whether,  when  they  had 
ouce  stated  their  case  with  great  f  iilnoiis, 
and  with  the  fkill  and  power  which  was 
chnractorihtic  of  their  race,  it  was  not 
fair  to  the  Committee  generally  that  they 
should  be  allowed  to  proceed  with  the 
work  in  hand  ?  Was  it  not  particularly 
reasonable  that  hon.  Gentlemen  should 
allow  Business  to  be  done  on  the 
present  oocasion,  inasmuch  as  they  had 
e.xtraoted  fi'om  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  a  pledge, 
as  distinct  and  clear  as  it  was  possible  to 
be,  that  before  the  matter  proceeded  one 
step  further,  it  should  be  fully  consi- 
dered in  all  its  bearings  ?  Furthermore, 
the  pledge  had  been  given  that  Mr. 
George  Bolton  ohould  bo  placed  on  ex- 
actly the  same  footing  as  that  on  which 
any  English  Civil  servant  stood.  What 
more  could  be  asked  ?    If  the  pledges  of 
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the  Government  were  accepted,  why  dis 
cuss  the  subject  further?  If  they  re 
jected  the  pledges  of  the  Goverument,  of 
oourae,  the  question  assumed  an  altoge- 
ther new  phase.  Ho  hoped  the  Irish 
Members  would  now  be  content  with  the 
assurances  of  the  Qovornmont,  and  allow 
the  Vote  to  be  taken. 

Mn.  GLADSTONE  said,  that,  inas- 
much as  tho  assurance  had  been  given 
that  tho  subject  should  be  discussed  on 
Report,  it  would  be  rather  hard  on  the 
Oommittee  and  on  the  Government,  if 
hon.  Gentlemen  insisted  on  debating  it 
now.  It  was  generally  admitted  that 
the  offer  of  the  Government  was  a  fair 
one  ;  and,  therefore,  he  thought  he  would 
not  be  asking  too  much  if  he  asked  that 
the  Committee  should  now  be  allowed  to 
proceed  with  its  Business. 

Mr.  PARNELL  said,  fJie  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Prime  Minister  had  made 
an  offer  which,  under  all  the  circuni- 
Btances  of  the  cases,  was  a  fair  one,  and 
one  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton),  before  he 
left  the  House,  commissioned  him  to 
accept  in  his  name.  But  before  doing 
80,  he  wished  to  direct  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  to  two  points  with  refer- 
ence to  this  matter.  First  of  all,  they 
might  fairly  ask  that  the  decision  of  the 
Government  with  regard  to  the  suspen- 
sion of  Mr.  Bolton  should  be  taken  with- 
out any  unnecessary  delay.  They  were 
entitled  to  ask  that,  because  it  was  two 
months  siacothismatter  was  first  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  he  (Mr. 
Pamell)  was  certainly  entitled  to  883' 
that  so  far  there  had  been  very  unrea- 
sonable delay  on  the  part  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  It  was  only  now,  after 
tho  lapse  of  two  months  since  the  differ- 
ences in  the  customs  regulating  thoEug- 
lish  and  Irish  Civil  Services  was  firet 
brought  before  the  notice  of  the  House, 
that  the  Irish  Members  were  told  that 
tho  Irish  E.xecutive  would  inquire  how 
far  the  suspeasion  of  Mr.  Bolton  would 
he  necessitated  by  following  out  the 
ctistom  of  the  English  Civil  service. 
Under  the  circumstances,  he  thought  he 
was  entitled  to  ask,  firstly,  that  there 
should  bo  no  unnecessary  delay  in  com- 
ing to  the  decision  with  regard  to  Mr. 
Bolton's  suspension  ;  and,  secondly,  that 
tlieReport  of  this  Vote  should  be  brought 
on  at  a  not  unreasonable  hour — say, 
after  1 1  or  half-past  1 1  o'clock  at  night. 

i/A  D.  Grant 


Ho  had  now  to  ask,  in  the  name  of  hxa 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr. 
Sexton),  for  leave  to  withdraw  tho 
Amendment. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdravn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mb.  KENNY  said,  he  did  not  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  continuing  the  discussion 
with  regard  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Bolton  j 
but  there  were  one  or  two  points  on  this 
Vote  which  he  should  like  to  bring  under 
the  notice  of  the  Committee.  He  should 
like,  in  the  first  place,  to  say,  in  passing, 
that  if  Irish  Members  were  sometimes 
forced  to  repeat  arguments,  it  was  owing 
to  the  stolid  indifference  with  which  their 
arguments  were  received  by  the  Mem- 
bers  of  tho  Treasury  Bench.  One  of  the 
points  to  which  he  wished  to  direct  atten- 
tion concerned  the  Law  Adviser  to  tho 
Crown.  It  seemed,  from  a  foot-note,  that 
the  salary  attached  to  this  Office  had 
ceased ;  and  what  he  desired  to  know 
was,  whether  it  was  proposed  to  discon- 
tinue it  altogether  ?  The  second  point 
to  which  he  had  to  refer  was  that  some 
lime  ago  he  called  attention  to  the  con- 
viction of  two  persona  at  tho  Cork  Winter 
Assizes  of  last  year.  Tho  name  of  the 
persons  convicted  was  Delahunty,  and 
the  significant  point  in  the  case  was  that 
one  of  the  witnesses  examined  had  since 
died  ;  but  immediately  before  bis  death 
he  made  a  declaration  to  the  effect  that 
a  policeman  had  induced  hioi  to  swear 
against  the  prisoners,  although,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  he  knew  nothing  at  all 
against  them.  That  dying  declaration 
was  of  so  unusual  a  character  that  the 
Chief  Secretary  decided  to  submit  it  to 
the  Judge  who  tried  the  case — Mj.  Jus- 
tice Barry  —  and  to  ask  tho  learned 
Judge's  oiiiuion  as  to  its  bearing  upon 
the  conviction.  Seeing  that  that  dying 
declaration  was  submitted  to  Mr.  Justice 
Barry  six  weeks  or  two  months  ago,  and 
seeing  that  tho  Delahuntys  were  still  in 
penal  servitude,  and  knowing,  as  he 
(Mr.  Kenny)  did,  they  had  been  con- 
victed on  the  most  trivial  evidence,  a 
portion  of  which,  according  to  the  dying 
declaration  of  a  witness,  was  suborned, 
it  would  be  of  g^eatintorent  to  tho  people 
of  the  district  in  Ireland  to  which  the 
prisoners  belonged,  and  also  of  great 
interest  to  many  Members  of  the  House, 
to  know  what  the  opinion  of  the  learned 
Judge  was  in  the  matter.  He  (Mr. 
Kenny)  gave  Notice  lost  night  of  hii 
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intention  to  aak  further  questions  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  on  the  subject  next  Fri- 
day, in  order  that,  perhaps,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  might,  when  the  Vote 
was  taken — he  (Mr.  Kenny)  was  not 
aware  it  would  he  taken  to-night — be  in 
a  position  to  make  some  explanation  re- 
garding the  ease  of  the  unfortunate  men 
in  question. 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  said,  he  should 
prefer  to  say  nothing  upon  the  question 
that  night.  His  impression  was  that  the 
jiapers  were  still  with  Mr.  Justice  Bany. 
lie  would  attend  to  the  matter  at  once, 
and  he  had  no  doubt  that  by  Friday  he 
would  bo  iu  a  position  to  answer  the 
question  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Eunis  (Mr.  Kenny).  He 
"  ad  no  difficulty,  however,  in  answering 
e  question  with  regard  to  the  Vote  for 
e  Law  Adviser.  It  was  absolutely  ne- 
cessary that  the  Government  iu  Dublin 
— at  any  rate,  it  had  been  thought  ne- 
cessary during  (he  last  four  or  live  years 
— should  have  someone  who  could  fill 
the  part  of  Law  Adviser.  That  position 
was  fille<l  at  present  by  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Naish).  If  the 
time  should  ever  come  when  the  Attor- 
ey  General  for  Ireland  and  the  Solicitor 
eneral  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Walker)  both 
found  seats  iu  the  House  of  Commons, 
it  would  become  necessary  to  consider 
whether  a  Law  Adviser  should  be  ap- 
ointed.  He  assured  the  hon.  Gentleman 
at  the  Office  would  not  be  revived  un- 
less the  services  of  a  Law  Adviser  would 
wai-rant  the  payment  of  his  salary.  That 
ntingency  had  not  occurred,  and  he 
nceived  it  would  not  occur  for  some 
Sttle  time  to  come.  He  trusted  the  hon. 
Gentleman  would  be  satisfied  with  his 
assurance  as  to  the  case  of  the  Dela- 
huutys. 

Mr.  KENNY  said,  of  late  it  had  been 
very  difficult  to  get  opinions  on   legal 
subjects  from  Dublin   Cnslle.     He  did 
not  know  whether  that  arose  from  the 
pse  of  the  Office  of  Law  Adviser ;  but 
e  hoped  that  in  future  it  would   not 
take  three  or  four  mouths  to  get  an  opi- 
nion from  the  Law  Officers  with  respect 
to  a  very  simple  point  of  law.     There 
were  two  other  items  in  the  Vote  which 
ruck  him   as  very  remarkable.     One 
as  the  increase  in  the  Estimate  for  the 
support  of  Crown  witnesses.     He  pre- 
sumed  that  the   Estimate  was  for  the 
year  beginning  on  the  1st  of  April,  1881, 
,nd  eudiug  on  the  31st  of  March,  1885, 


so  that  the  £1,000  which  was  put  down 
for  the  support  of  Crown  witnesses  was 
pure  guess  work.  But  the  charge  was 
£250  in  excess  of  the  amount  which  was 
required  last  year.  Now,  they  all  knew 
that  criminal  prosecutions  in  Ireland, 
especially  prosecutions  of  that  character 
in  which  it  was  nwessary  for  the  Go- 
vernment to  get  under  their  control,  and 
to  keep  under  their  control,  for  a  con- 
siderable period  persons  who  were  re- 
quired to  swear  against  others  charged 
with  serious  crimes  and  offences  had 
greatly  diminished ;  and,  therefore,  he 
was  anxious  to  receive  some  explanation 
of  the  extra  amount  which  was  asked 
for.  The  other  item  he  had  to  bring 
under  notice  wos  the  defence  of  prisoners 
in  case  of  murder.  Now,  the  fees  which 
were  paid  by  the  Crown  under  the  Pre- 
vention of  Crime  Act  to  counsel  who 
were  engaged  to  defend  prisoners  were 
notoriously  small ;  indeed,  thoy  were  so 
small  that  it  frequently  happened — it 
happened  in  the  ease  of  the  Phoenix 
Park  murders — that  the  prisoners  wore 
deprived  of  the  most  efficient  legal  ad- 
vice which  was  obtainable,  and  which, 
if  it  had  been  obtained,  might  have 
seriously  altered  the  aspect  of  affairs. 
The  item  for  the  defence  of  prisoners 
was  increased  by  the  sum  of  £85.  In 
view  of  the  diminution  of  cases  of  mur- 
der, it  was  very  surprising  that  the  ex- 
penses in  connection  with  them  should 
have  increased  in  so  striking  a  manner. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walker)  pointed  out 
that  the  item  for  defence  of  prisoners 
charged  with  the  crime  of  murder  had 
no  reference  to  the  cases  of  murder 
which  came  under  the  Prevention  of 
Crime  Act. 

Mr.  PARNELL  said,  that  some  time 
ago  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  asked  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  a  Ques- 
tion with  regard  to  the  case  of  the 
Tubbercurry  prisoners,  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  read  a  telegram  which  had 
been  received  from  the  prisoners'  solici- 
tor, asking  that  those  of  them  whom  the 
Government  intended  to  bring  to  trial 
should  be  brought  to  trial  at  once  be- 
fore the  Dublin  Commission,  and  waiv- 
ing, on  their  behalf,  the  usual  notice  of 
trial  which  prisoners  were  entitled  to 
receive.  He  (Mr.  Parnell)  would  be 
glad  to  know  whether  the  matter  had 
received  the  attention  of  the  right  hon. 
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Gentleman  in  the  interval  whicli  had 
occurred,  and  whether  he  had  any  an- 
nouncement to  make? 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Wamee)  said,  the  Go- 
vernment would  be  very  glad  to  bring 
thoBe  prisoners  to  trial  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment ;  but,  as  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman must  see,  it  would  be  impossible 
to  dispense  with  the  usual  notice, 
because  the  result  would  be  a  mis- 
trial. 

Me.PARNELL:  What  are  you  going 
to  do? 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walker)  said,  the 
prisoners  could  not  be  tried  at  the 
coming  Commission.  It  was  impossible. 
[Mr.  Paenell  :  Why  ?]  Because  there 
was  not  sufficient  time  to  serve  the  no- 
tice of  trial ;  the  earliest  day  the  men 
could  be  tried  would  be  some  day  in 
October. 

Me.  FARNELL  said,  he  thought  that 
the  statement  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  was  monstrous.  It  was  now 
some  weeks  since  the  postponement  of 
the  trial  of  these  prisoners  was  obtained 
from  the  Judge  at  the  Sligo  Assize,  on  the 
ground  that  the  trial  could  not  fairly 
take  place  in  Sligo.  [The  Solicitos 
Genebal  for  Ieeland  (Mr.  Walker): 
Not  very  long  ago.]  It  was  more  than 
10  days  ago  ;  that  was  to  say  the  Crown 
had  ample  time,  and  more  than  ample 
time,  to  serve  the  requisite  notice  with 
regard  to  the  trial  of  these  prisoners  at 
the  August  Assize.  Did  he  understand 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  ad- 
hered to  that  statement  as  a  matter  of 
fact  ?  [The  Solicitoe  Genbeal  for  Iee- 
land (Mr.  Walker):  I  do.]  He  should 
like  to  know  why  it  was,  if  the  only  mo- 
tive of  the  Government,  with  regard  to 
the  case  of  Mr.  Fitzgerald  and  the  other 
Tubbercurry  prisoners,  was  to  secure  a 
change  of  venue,  in  order  to  obtain  a 
fair  and  impartial  trial,  they  did  not 
proceed  to  take  steps  for  a  trial  else- 
where immediately  after  they  obtained 
the  postponement  of  the  trial?  What 
were  the  Irish  Members  and  the  Irish 
people  to  infer  from  the  conduct  of  the 
Government  in  this  matter  ?  Was  it  the 
opinion  of  the  Government  that  it  was 
undesirable  to  keep  untried  prisoners 
in  Ireland  awaiting  trial  for  length- 
ened terms ;  and  if  it  be  not  the  opinion 
of  the  Government  that  it  was  so  un- 
desirable, then  all  he  could  say  was  that 
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all  the  understandings,  and  protests,  and 
accusations  upon  which  the  Government 
obtained  the  powers  conferred  upon 
them  by  the  Act  of  1882  for  changing 
venues  would  be  utterly  thrown  on  one 
side  by  their  conduct  with  reference  to 
this  case.  Having  regard  to  the  whole 
course  of  the  Crown  prosecution  with 
reference  to  the  Tubbercurry  prisoners, 
it  was  monstrous  that  a  Liberal  Govern- 
ment, havingresorted  to  thepolicy  of  delay 
from  the  very  commencement  of  these 
proceedings,  after  having  obtained  re- 
peated adjournments  of  the  proceedings 
before  the  magistrates,  after  having 
postponed  the  trial  before  the  Sligo  As- 
size upon  flimsy  pretexts  that  the  act  of 
another  person  in  connection  with  the 
prisoners  had  prejudiced  the  chance  of 
the  Grown  obtaining  a  conviction— he 
said  it  was  monstrous  they  should  not 
have  immediately  proceeded,  with  all 
the  machinery  at  their  command,  to  put 
the  men  upon  their  trial  in  a  Dublin 
Court.  What  had  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  (Mr.  Naish),  with  his  swollen 
salary  and  his  enormous  fees,  which  the 
Committee  were  asked  to  pay  him,  to  do 
but  to  attend  to  matters  of  this  kind? 
He  (Mr.  Parnell)  asserted  it  was  mon- 
strous that  the  Gk)vemment  should  lose 
a  single  minute  in  taking  the  necessaiy 
steps  to  bring  these  Tubbercurry  pri- 
soners to  tried.  On  a  former  occasion 
his  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Sexton)  read  a 
telegram,  which  he  had  received  from 
the  solicitors  to  the  parties,  offering  to 
waive  the  customary  notice;  but  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Solici- 
tor General  for  Ireland  now  said  that  the 
waiver  would  be  of  no  use,  and  that  it 
was  impossible  to  bring  the  prisoners  to 
trial  on  the  5th  of  August,  as  10  days' 
notice  of  trial  must  by  law  be  served  on 
the  prisoners,  and  that  it  was  not  in  the 
power  of  prisoners  in  criminal  cases  to 
waive  that  duty  on  the  part  of  the 
Crown.  But  this  matter  was  under  dis- 
cussion four  or  five  days  ago  in  Com- 
mittee, and  the  demand  was  specifically 
made  that  the  Gk>vernment  should  bring 
these  men  to  trial  at  once.  A  telegram 
was  sent  from  the  prisoners  claiming  to 
be  placed  on  their  trial  at  the  forth- 
coming Dublin  Sessions ;  and  the  Chief 
Secretary  replied,  in  the  usual  stereo- 
typed fashion,  that  there  was  no  un- 
necessary time  being  lost.  He  had  an- 
other telegram  from  one  of  these  long« 
suffering  men  from  Sligo  Gaol — 
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"PIen«e  press  the  Cliiof  Secretary  to  put  us 
on  trial  at  the  Coromisbion  'which  openi  early 
uext  month  in  Dublin," 

la  the  face  of  the  repeated  delaj's  and 
Bubterfuges  resorted  to  by  the  Govern- 
ment, if  these  men  could  not  bo  placed 
on  their  trial  next  month,  the  only  other 
honest  and  straightforward  course  open 
to  the  Oovernmeut  was  to  release  them 
all  on  bail.     How  could  they  trust  the 
declarations  of  the  Govurament  that  they 
would  bring  these  men  to  speedy  trial, 
when  this  was  the  way  in  which  a  num- 
ber uf  prisoners  were  bandied  about,  and 
kept  in  prison  for  seven  months,  as  they 
would  have  been  next  October,  which, 
according  to   the   Solicitor  General  for 
Ireland,  was  the  next  earliest  time  when 
they  could  be  put  on  their  trial  ?     The 
truth  of  the  matter  was  that,  from  the 
iirst  moment  of  their  arrest,  the  Govern- 
ment had  no  case  against  them,  and  they 
knew   it.      They  wore  fishing  for  evi- 
dence, and  were  attempting  to  work  on 
the  fears  of  the  prisoners,  and  in  that 
illegal  manner  to  induce  them  to  turn 
Queen's   evidence    against   each   other. 
They  had  a  wretched  informer,  a  man 
whose  character  was  so  bad  that  the  Go- 
vernment were  obliged   to  apply  for  a 
change  of  venue,  because  they  could  not 
produce  this  wretched  character  in  the 
box  as  their  sole  reliance,  in  a  district 
where  his  character  and  history  were  so 
■well  known.     AVhat  evidence  had  they 
against  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  one  of  his  con- 
stituents in  Cork  ?     He  was  a  gentleman 
whom  he  had  known  for  years,  and  was 
as  incapable  of  any  dishonourable  act  na 
the  Chief   Secretary   himself ;    and   hi* 
would  say  that,  although  VLt.  Fitzgerald 
had  opposed  him  more  than  unce  in  poli- 
tical matters.     Ho  was  arre.sted  in  the 
streets  of  London  opposite  Scotland  Yard 
five  months  ago,  and  tho  English  news- 
papers were  at  once  instructed  to  insert 
paragraplis  about  his  arrest,  saj-ing  that 
it  signalized  the  arrival  in  London  to 
show  what  a  groat  mnn  he  was,  and  how 
Bijoediiy  he  could  unravel  the  designs  of 
the  rebels  against  tlie  Queen.     He  was 
arrested  without  a  warrant.     They  had 
heard  the  other  day  of  the  unwillingness 
of  the  police  to  arrest  persona  accused 
of  the   most  horrible   offences  without 
warrant ;   but   there   was   no   such  un- 
willingness in  the  case  of  Mr.  Fitzgerald. 
He  was  arrested  without  a  warrant,  and 
the    English  papers   were   at  onco  in- 
Btruoted  to   say  that   the  chief  of  the 


dynamiters  had  been  discovered.  Uo 
wos  then  hurried  over  to  Ireland  and 
put  in  prison  in  Dublin ;  he  was  then 
sent  to  the  prison  in  Sligo,  and  a  rumour 
was  sent  round  by  the  Crown  officera 
that  he  had  turned  Queen's  evidence 
against  the  persons  who  had  been  pre- 
viously aiTested.  Every  attempt  was 
made  to  prejudice  his  case  and  excite 
public  opinion  in  this  country  against 
him.  Then  he  was  charged  with  treason- 
felony  ;  then  with  conspiracy  to  murder; 
next  the  charge  of  conspiracy  to  murder 
was  withdrawn,  and  tho  charge  of  trea- 
son-felony only  was  proceeded  with. 
In  1882,  when  the  Prevention  of  Crime 
Act  was  being  passed,  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter and  tho  Home  Secretary  gave  aa 
assurance  that  these  charges  of  treason- 
felony  should  not  be  raked  up  against 
men  under  the  provisions  of  that  Act, 
and  ho  now  claimed  the  fulfilment  of 
that  pledge.  In  view  of  the  fact  that 
tho  Government  had  taken  the  neces- 
sary steps  to  bring  these  prisoners  to 
trial  at  the  Speoiol  Commission  in  Dublin 
and  not  at  .Sligo,  and  that  there  had  been 
abundant  time  to  serve  tho  notices  on 
the  Judges  in  Dublin  for  a  change  of 
venue,  there  was  now  no  course  open  to 
the  Govemmeutbut  to  release  these  men 
on  the  solid  and  substantial  bail  tliey 
wei-e  prepared  to  give.  They  would  all 
come  up  for  trial  when  tho  time  arrived. 
It  was  abominablo  and  infamous  that 
the  wives  and  families  of  these  men 
should  bo  left  in  starvation  owing  to  the 
illegal  conduct  of  the  Government  to- 
wards these  prisoners.  He  could  not 
see  whot  difference  there  was  between 
the  state  of  aifairs  in  Ireland  now  and 
last  year  under  the  Prevention  of  Crioie 
Act  of  flie  present  Chief  Secretary  and 
under  the  Coercion  Act  of  the  former 
Chief  Secretary  (Mr.  W.  E.  Forstur). 
The  right  hon.  Member  for  Bradford 
kept  a  vast  number  of  men  in  prison  for 
a  long  time  without  trial  under  tho 
ordinary  laws  ;  and  it  was  not  right,  or 
just,  or  Constitutional,  or  in  accordance 
with  tho  traditions  of  the  Liberal  Party, 
that  this  course  of  conduct  should  be 
persisted  in,  and  he  demanded  from  the 
Government  tho  release  of  these  men  oa 
that  solid  and  substantial  bail  they  were 
pre[>ared  to  offer,  or  else  that  they 
should  be  at  once  put  upon  their  trial. 

Mb.  HAJiEINGTON  said,  the  Chief 
Secretary  would  do  well  to  listen  to  the 
advice  of  the  hon.  Member  for  tho  City 
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of  Cork  (Mr.  Parnell).  It  was  evident 
that  the  Oovemrocrt  had  been  doing  all 
in  their  power  to  delay  bringing  these 
men  to  trial ;  and  although,  no  doubt, 
the  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  was 
technically  accurate  when  ho  said  there 
would  be  no  opportunity  of  accepting 
the  offer  of  the  prisoners  to  bring  them 
to  trial  before  October  next,  yet  he 
wished  to  draw  attention  to  this  fact — 
that  a  ti'ue  bill  had  been  found  against 
these  men  at  the  Sligo  Assizes.  It  was 
not  necessary  that  they  should  be  put  on 
trial  at  the  opening  of  the  Commission 
in  Dnblin.  A  trua  bill  having  been 
found  against  them  by  the  Grand  Jury 
in  Sligo,  it  was  not  necessary  to  have 
their  case  submitted  to  the  Grand  Jury 
in  Dublin.  If  the  Commission  was  to 
last  several  days  in  Dublin,  wa.s  there 
not  still  time  to  serve  the  10  days'  notice 
of  bringing  these  men  to  trial  before  the 
end  of  the  Commission  ?  If  not,  then 
ho  would  ai^k  the  Government  to  recog- 
nize the  fact  that  the  delay  in  this  cose 
had  been  all  their  own.  From  thecona- 
mencement  these  men  had  been  most 
anxious  to  be  brought  to  trial,  and  they 
had  challenged  the  Government  to  bring 
them  into  Court  and  try  the  charge  made 
against  thera.  A  postponement  was  ob- 
tained at  the  recent  Sligo  Assizes,  on  the 
ground  that  a  document  had  been  cir- 
culated throughout  the  country  asking 
for  evidence  for  the  defence  of  these 
men,  and  that  that  had  been  circulated 
in  order  to  prejudice  their  trial.  If  that 
was  so,  the  document  was  certainly  cir- 
culated a  month  or  two  before  the  day 
of  trial ;  and  if  the  document  was  cir- 
culated so  early  as  that,  the  Government 
had  cognizance  of  it.  Why,  then,  did 
they  not  change  the  venue  in  time  to 
bring  the  men  to  trial  on  the  5th  of 
August  ?  Whatever  might  be  the  in- 
terpretation Ministers  in  London  put 
on  the  action  of  officials  in  Ireland, 
the  people  in  Ireland  would  only 
take  one  view,  and  that  was  that  this 
was  only  a  part  of  the  Government 
policy  in  that  country  for  years  past. 
They  had  taken  innocent  men  and  put 
them  in  prison,  and  then  worked  upon 
their  fears  to  get  some  of  them  to  give 
information  against  others,  and  so  get 
conviitions  against  them.  If  that  was 
not  the  intention  of  the  Government 
what  was  their  objection  to  admit  these 
men  to  bail?  They  might,  at  least,  ad- 
mit some  of  them  to   bail.     They  had 
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said  the  evidence  was  not  so  strong 
against  some  as  against  others ;  but 
they  had  no  right  to  sot  themselves  up 
as  judges  of  those  men.  The  delays 
were  not  the  fault  of  the  men,  but  of 
the  Government,  and  it  was  quite  time 
that  the  Government  stated  they  would 
not  oppose  the  release  of  these  men  on 
bail.  Bad  as  was  the  administration  of 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Bradford 
when  he  was  in  Ireland;  infamous  as 
was  the  system  practised  under  his  ri- 
;/i»>',  the  policy  of  keeping  men  in  prison 
month  offer  month  and  year  after  year 
without  trial  was  far  more  infamous  and 
disgraceful  than  anything  practised  by 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Bradford. 
There  wore  now  in  prison  in  Ireland  men 
who  had  been  kept  there  for  18  or  19 
months ;  and  some  men  who  had  re- 
cently been  put  upon  their  trial  at  Sligo 
had  been  kept  in  prison  waiting  for  triiU 
18  months.  W^hen  the  man  who  was 
charged  with  and  convicted  of  the  murder 
of  a  policeman  in  Galway  was  put  upon 
his  trial  he  had  been  kept  waiting  for 
18  months  in  prison,  and  whatever  means 
he  had  of  defending  himself  having 
been  exhausted  in  that  time,  when  he 
met  his  accusers  in  Court  he  was  unable 
to  meet  the  charge  against  him.  "When 
this  man  was  convicted  a  further  post- 
ponement was  obtained  of  the  trial  of 
the  other  men  who  had  been  kept  in 
prison  \H  months.  He  himself  had  seen 
them  brought  to  the  prison  oflice  day 
after  day,  and  there,  withont  the  presence 
of  any  of  their  friends,  or  of  the  Press, 
or  any  protection  such  as  men  in  their 
unfortunate  position  ought  to  have  had, 
an  informal  inquiry  was  made,  and  the 
remand  was  granted.  On  no  less  than 
nine  occasions  they  were  removed,  and 
whot  was  the  object  ?  Wos  it  to  got 
odditionol  evidence  ?  No ;  the  evidence 
obtained  at  first  was  not  altered  in  the 
least,  and  the  evidence  upon  which  they 
were  committed  on  the  last  day  was  the 
evidence  sworn  to  on  the  first  day. 
What,  then,  was  the  object  of  the  Crown 
in  these  repeated  applications  for  delay  ? 
Simply  to  allow  the  Assizes  then  being 
held  to  slip  over,  so  that  the  Crown 
woidd  then  not  have  to  make  application 
to  the  Assizes  for  an  adjournment ;  and 
that  enabled  the  Government  to  get  over 
on<>  Assizes.  The  March  Assizes  came 
on  shortly  afterwards,  and  then  they 
claimed  an  adjuurument  on  the  strange 
ground  that    they   were   searching  for 
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witnesses,  and  because  they  were  search- 
ing in  America  for  evidence  these  men 
■were  kept  in  prison  six  months  longer. 
At  the  end   of  those  six  months  there 
•was    another  'opportunity  of  bringing 
them   to  trial ;  but  another  application 
was  made  by  the  Crown  for  an  adjourn- 
ment, and  on  the  very  same  ground  that 
they   were   searching  for   a  witness  in 
America,    A  more  monstrous  proceeding 
could  not  take  place  in  any  part  of  the 
world— on  the  flimsy  pretext  that  they 
were  seaix;hing  for  a  material  witness  in 
America  !  That  material  witness  in  Ame- 
rica had  not  yet  turned    up,    and  the 
Crown  could  not  possibly  make  an  ap- 
plication  for  another  adjournment    on 
that  flimsy  pretext ;  but  this  time  they 
had    applied   for    an    adjournment    at 
Sligo,  and   another    remand    had  been 
granted.     They  had  no  faith  in  the  in- 
tention of  the  Crown  to  fry  these  men. 
They  believed  that  their  policy  with  re- 
gard to    these  men   was   precisely  the 
policy  they  had  been  pursuing  and  in- 
tended  to  pursue   with   regard  to  Mr. 
Fitzgerald    and  the   other   prisoners  in 
Sligo  Gaol.     What  had   occurred  with 
regard  to  the  man  who  had  been  con- 
victed of  the  murder  of  a  policeman  ? 
He  had    been  ofl"ered  a  free  pardon  if 
he  would  give  evidence  against  other 
men.     The  Government  might  say  they 
had  not  offered  that ;  but  so  long  as  they 
engaged  such  a  man  as  Bolton  they  knew 
what  the  system  was.     If  the  Govern- 
ment wished  to  free  themselves  from  the 
character  of  keeping  men  in  prison  in 
order  to  give  information  against  others. 
And  to  swear  away  the  lives  of  other 
men — a  character  which  they  held  in 
Ireland,   and  very  well  deserved — there 
was  only  one  course  to  adopt,  and  that 
was  to  at  once  consent  to  the  release  of 
these  men  on  bail.     Ue  would  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  look   at  this  question  in  some- 
thing like  a  fair  spirit.     Hero  wai  the 
case  of  Fitzgerald,  200  miles  away  from 
'  Lis  home   and   friends.      He   was  first 
arrested  in  London,  and  most  infamous 
rumours  were  circulated  abnut  him  by 
the  police  oflicers  who  arrested  him,  to 
the  effect  that  he  intended  to  become  an 
informer,    and    had    offered    to   do   so. 
That  unfortunate  man  was  taken  not  to 
Cork,   his  native  place,  where  ho  could 
have  communicated  with  his  family  and 
his  friends,  but  to  Sligo ;  and  although 
his  material    witnesses  were  in  Cork, 
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and  nil  the  expense  of  bringing  them 
to  Sligo  would  fall  upon  him  until 
his  innocence  or  his  guilt  was  estab- 
lished, yet  the  Government  would  not 
admit  him  to  bail  on  the  substantial 
securities  he  was  aide  to  give  them. 
AV'hat  was  it  the  Government  wanted  ? 
They  wanted,  he  supposed,  to  put  these 
men  on  trial.  Wfll,  the  largest  possible 
security  necessary  they  were  willing  to 
give  to  come  up  for  trial  and  to  meet 
their  accusers  and  establish  their  inno- 
cence ;  and  if  they  oftered  the  most  sol- 
vent security,  what  was  the  pretext  upon 
which  therighthon.  Gentleman  defended 
the  action  of  the  Crown  in  refusing  to 
admit  these  men  to  bail  ?  If  he  wanted 
to  rid  himself  of  the  character  of  keep- 
ing men  in  prison  in  order  to  make  them 
become  informers  and  swear  away  each 
other's  lives,  he  would  no  longer  justify 
their  continued  imprisonment. 

Mr.  sexton  said,  this  Tubbercurry 
case  was  a  very  painful  one,  and  he  had 
no  choice  but  %»  denounce  the  course  pur- 
sued by  the  Government,  as  announced 
by  the  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland,  aa 
a  scandalous  outrage  upon  justice.  Four 
months  had  passed  awny  since  these  men 
were  arrested.  There  was  no  pretence 
for  saying  that  their  conduct  in  life  or 
their  personal  character  was  open  to  the 
slightest  8u.<»pieion.  Their  lives  had  been 
honourable  ;  their  position  was  respect- 
able. They  were  suddenly  seized  on  the 
2nd  of  April,  upon  the  whisper  of  an 
informer,  and  were  taken  from  their 
farms  in  the  district  of  Tubbercurry,  and 
from  their  shops  in  the  town,  and  thrown 
into  the  gaol  at  Sligo.  The  whole 
course  of  the  Government  in  regard  to 
these  men  had  been  furtive  and  stealthy. 
It  was  the  course  of  men  who,  conscious 
that  they  had  no  case  aginst  the  pri- 
soners, deprived  them  of  their  liberty  on 
one  pretext  or  another  in  the  hope  that 
some  man  might  come  and  patch  up  a 
ease  against  them.  The  first  step  taken 
by  the  Government  was  significant  of 
the  course  they  intended  to  take  against 
these  men.  It  was  to  refuse  the  admis- 
sion of  their  relatives  and  their  solicitor 
to  the  gaol.  It  had  been  said,  when  he 
had  repeatedly  called  attention  to  this 
case,  that  such  eases  were  fow  in  Ire- 
land. If  he  had  been  obliged  repeatedly 
to  call  attention  to  this  case,  it  was  be- 
cause at  every  step  he  had  found  the 
Government,  and  the  agents  of  the  Go- 
vernment  in   England,    determined   to 
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pursue  these  men  by  mean  and  cowardly 
tactics.  Why  were  they  refused  the 
right  of  the  admission  of  their  relatives  ? 
Why  was  their  solicitor  forbidden  to  see 
them  ?  Why  was  it  necessary  for  him 
to  take  advantage  of  the  Rules  of  that 
House  before  the  ordinary  right  of  pri- 
soners under  such  conditions  to  see  their 
friends  and  their  legal  adviser  was 
granted  ?  After  their  arrest,  what  was 
the  next  step  ?  A  system  of  "  Star 
Chamber  "  inquiry — secret  examination. 
There  was  uu  absurd  pretence  of  a 
judicial  inquiry  by  the  Sesidunt  Magis- 
ti'atp,  who  went  to  Sligo  Gaol  every 
eight  days,  and  went  through  a  formal 
examination  of  these  men.  What  was 
there  in  that  proceeding  in  the  nature  of 
a  proper  examination  ?  No  witnesses 
were  examined.  The  paid  agent  of  the 
Government  went  every  eight  days,  and 
eat  down  at  a  desk  and  received  some 
formal  police  evidence,  and  then  went 
through  the  insulting  and  outrageous 
form  of  further  remanding  these  men, 
although  the  principle  of  the  Constitution 
was  that  no  man  should  be  imprisoned 
unless  there  was  cause  shown.  Several 
weeks  had  passed  away,  several  remands 
had  taken  pleice,  without  anj'thing  like 
a  proper  examination.  At  last  he  had 
Buceeeded  in  putting  an  end  to  that 
1  system ;  but  what  happened  then  ?  He 
lound,  as  he  had  found  at  every  stage  of 
this  disgraceful  case,  that  the  Govern- 
ment pursued  oblique  and  cowardly  tatr- 
tics  such  as  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Bradford  (Mr.  W.  E.  Forbter)  was  never 
mean  enough  to  pursue,  and  while 
"  giving  a  piomiae  to  the  ear  broke  it  to 
the  hope."  Alter  they  had  undertaken 
to  abandon  this  system  of  secret  remand, 
he  had  surely  reason  to  expect  that  they 
would  proceed  in  a  proper  way  to  prove 
their  case  in  Court,  or  confess  that  they 
could  not  do  so.  They  had  already  ex- 
hausted all  the  tactics  of  their  unscrupu- 
lous police  agents  and  spies.  They  had 
circulated  from  day  to  day  general 
rumours  with  regaid  to  Fitzgerald  and 
the  other  men.  He  would  invite  hon. 
Members  to  allow  their  minds  to  travel 
to  the  prison  cells  where  these  men  were 
lying  without  association  with  other 
men  ;  and  to  consider  the  state  of  mind 
of  a  man  in  such  a  position  when  a 
George  Bolton  or  some  other  agent  crept 
into  the  cell  and  told  him  the  abominable 
lie  that  some  of  hia  friends  had  informed 
against  him.     No  matter  how  innocent 
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that  man  might  be,  no  one  could 
what  suspicions  might  enter  his  mind, 
and  he  might  say  it  was  better  to  save 
his  own  name  and  liberty,  at  the  cost 
oven  of  perjury,  than  to  allow  others  to 
do  so  at  hi.s  expense.  This  was  how 
perjury  was  promoted.  During  the  weeks 
following  the  arrest  of  these  men,  society 
in  Sligo  was  saturated  with  such  rumours 
by  the  agency  of  the  police.  The  police 
went  to  every  one  of  these  men  and  told 
him  if  he  wanted  to  save  his  own  life 
and  liberty,  and  to  have  a  fortune  by- 
uud-bye,  he  had  better  be  the  first  to 
give  information,  lest  he  should  be  too 
liito.  At  the  same  time,  they  were 
si.oiiring  the  county  of  Sligo  day  and 
night  for  evidence.  They  established  in 
Tubbercurry  an  inquifition  far  more 
terrible  than  that  of  the  Star  Chamber, 
and  Fo  ruthlessly  was  that  conducted 
that  the  aged  mother  of  two  of  these 
men  was  taken  by  the  police  to  Sligo 
Gaol,  and  there  subjected  to  a  secret 
examination.  And  now,  he  asked  if, 
after  four  whole  months  of  constant  en- 
deavour to  convict  these  men  by  resort- 
ing to  these  shameful  tactics,  it  was  not 
time  to  do  either  one  thing  or  the  other 
with  regard  to  them  ?  If  it  had  taken 
so  many  months  to  make  out  a  case 
against  them,  was  there  not  a  strong 
presumption  of  their  innocence  ?  There 
had  been  secret  inquiries  conducted  by 
II  magistrate  who  had  raised  himself 
from  a  humble  position  in  connection 
with  the  Constabulary ;  but  all  the  skill 
of  Mr.  Home  and  of  the  police  had  not 
been  sufGcieut  to  enable  them  to  send  the 
men  for  trial  with  a  confidence  that  they 
would  be  convicted.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances, had  not  the  time  come  when 
the  prisoners  should  be  set  free,  or  al- 
lowed to  go  out  on  bail;  or,  failing  these 
alternatives,  to  be  put  upon  their  trial  at 
once?  When  did  the  Government  mean 
to  have  thorn  tried?  When  was  this 
private  inquiry  system  to  end  ?  When 
they  professed  to  bring  it  to  an  end  they 
only  "  kept  the  promise  to  the  ear  and 
broke  it  to  the  hope."  They  distributed 
the  evidence  of  informers  as  if  it  was 
precious  manna— they  gave  it  only  in 
small  fragments  ;  it  was  evidently  too 
rich  a  thing  to  be  wasted.  They  would 
not  allow  it  to  be  published  all  at  once  ; 
and  it  was  only  at  intervals  of  eight 
days  that  the  Gospel,  according  to  the 
Informer  Moran,  was  doled  out.  Some 
mouths  had  been  wasted  in  this  wai 
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and  when  lio  had  renewed  his  appeals 
for  justice,  he  had  found  himself  fooled 
and  humbugged  over  and  over  again. 
It  was  impossible  for  any  public  man  to 
place  any  reliance  nowadays  upon  the 
words  of  a  Minister.  If  a  Member  of 
Parliament  chose  to  believe  the  state- 
ments that  were  meule  to  him,  he  would 
find  that  he  would  gain  nothing  by  his 
credulity,  but  that  he  would  be  regarded 
by  the  constituents  he  represented  as 
little  short  of  an  idiot.  In  this  way  the 
Irish  Executive  eshau»ted  a  few  more 
weeks,  and  in  the  mennwhile  the  minor 
Fouches  of  Ireland  were  roaming  all 
over  the  county  of  Siigo,  holding  private 
inquiries,  although  nothing  came  of 
them  in  the  end.  On  his  third  appeal 
upon  the  floor  of  that  House  he  obtained 
a  promise  that  the  Crown  would  give 
them  the  last  fragment  of  their  precious 
manna,  by  either  bringing  the  men  to 
trial,  or  by  setting  them  at  liberty.  All 
this  time  the  families  of  these  men  were 
left  without  care  or  guidance,  and  their 
businesses,  both  in  town  and  country, 
were  without  supen'ision,  so  that  the 
men  fhemselves  had  been  driven  by  the 
eflorts  of  the  Crown  to  secure  what  they 
called  justice  to  that  pitch  of  bankruptcy 
which  seemed  now  to  be  so  fashionnhlo 
among  the  pet  Crown  agents  in  Ire- 
land. On  the  16th  of  June,  when  the 
Crown  made  up  its  mind  to  commit 
these  men  for  trial,  an  appeal  was 
made  for  funds  to  help  the  prisoner's 
and  to  assist  them  in  obtaining  a 
fair  trial.  That  appeal  was  circulated 
throughout  the  county  of  Sligo,  and  the 
learned  Solicitor  General  claimed  that  it 
was  framed  in  terms  that  were  calcu- 
lated to  intimidate  the  jury  and  prevent 
a  fair  hial  in  that  county.  If  that  were 
so,  why  did  the  Government  delay  to 
take  action  in  reference  to  that  appeal 
until  the  Sligo  Assizes  were  over.  The 
Attorney  General  went  down  to  Sligo 
to  conduct  the  trial — at  least,  so  it  was 
said.  Let  who  would  believe  it,  he  (Mr. 
Sexton)  refused  to  do  so.  The  Attorney 
General  knew  on  the  day  he  went  down 
to  Sligo,  as  well  as  upon  the  day  he  left 
it,  that  this  appeiil  had  bei<n  in  print 
and  had  been  circulated.  The  lion,  and 
learned  Gentleman  went  down  for  tlie 
purpose  of  other  trials,  and  not  for  this. 
Ho  would  be  aware  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible moment  what  the  terms  and  sub- 
stance of  the  appeal  were ;  and  he  would, 
therefore,  know  whether  it  was  calcu- 
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latod  to  warp  the  judgment  of  any  jury 
who  might  be  selected  in  the  county  of 
Sligo.  What  did  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  do  ?  He  allowed  a  week  or 
a  fortnight  to  pass ;  and  it  was  only  when 
the  A.ssizes  were  coming  to  a  conclusion, 
and  when  it  was  too  late  for  the  unfor- 
tunate prisoners  to  secure  thut  any  ac- 
tion should  be  taken  in  their  own  behalf, 
that  the  Attorntiy  General  for  Ireland, 
at  the  last  moment,  came  forward,  pos- 
sessed of  full  knowledge  of  the  evidence 
on  which  he  claimed  a  conviction  from  a 
jury,  and  having  all  the  facts  in  thedaik 
recesses  of  his  mind ;  but  instead  of 
avowing  them,  and  allowing  the  prisoners 
out  on  bail,  he  came  down  at  the  last 
moment  and  pitifully  put  forward  the 
factof  this  appeal,  published  eight  weeks 
before,  as  a  reason  why  the  trial  was  to 
be  postponed.  And  now  as  to  the  ques- 
tion of  bail.  These  1 1  prisoners  were  al- 
most all  of  them  in  the  same  boat.  Two 
informers — one,  a  branded  soldier  dis- 
missed from  the  Army;  and  another, 
possessing  a  treble  qualification  in  con- 
sequence of  having  first  committed  a 
cowardly  highway  robbery  upon  a  poor 
woman,  next  an  attempt  to  murder  a 
Judge,  and  charged,  lastly,  with  being 
mi.xoil  up  with  the  murder  of  Lord 
Frt'deriok  Cavendish  and  Mr.  Burke — 
it  was  upon  the  evidence  of  such  a  mnu 
as  that  that  thi^se  unfortunate  prisoners 
were  kept  mouth  after  month  without 
their  liberty.  The  whole  of  the  evidence 
against  them  was  that  of  this  branded 
soldier  and  this  monstrous  criminal. 
What  happened  ?  When  the  question 
of  bail  arose,  the  Solicitor  General  for 
Ireland  spoke  to  him  (Mr.  Sexton)  as  if 
he  ought  to  be  thankful  because  the 
Crown  allowed  three  of  the  accused  per- 
sons to  be  admitted  to  bail,  and  also 
because  the  bail  was  small.  Now,  if  the 
Crown  seriously  believed  that  such  an 
offence  as  treason-felony,  and  such  a 
combination  of  offences  as  treason- 
felony  and  conspiracy  to  murder,  could 
be  proved  against  these  three  men,  or 
that  there  was  a  shadow  of  hope  of  se- 
<.uring  their  conviction,  did  the  Solicitor 
General  mean  tosaythatthe  Crown  would 
have  liberated  them  on  bail  for  the  paltry 
sum  of  £25  ?  The  admission  of  a  man  to 
bail  upon  such  terms  would  appearloshow 
that  it  was  not  of  tho  least  importance 
whether  he  ever  turned  up  again  or  not. 
It  was  peifectly  evident  that  if  the 
Crown  had  a  case  against   these  men, 
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they  would  never  have  admitted  them  to 
Lail  upon  such  terms  an  would  be  hardly 
likely  to  secure  their  appearance  in  the 
event  of  their  being  wanted  again.  Fur- 
ther, there  was  no  difference  whatever 
in  the  case  of  any  one  of  these  men  as 
contrasted  with  that  of  the  rest ;  and  he 
could  only  conclude  that  the  Orown  be- 
lieved that  no  jury  would — ho  would  not 
say  hang  a  dog,  but  even  consent  to  put 
a  dog  to  momentary  discomfort,  upon  the 
evidence  of  this  wretchpd  brace  of  in- 
formers. He  had  received  two  telegrams 
that  evening,  wliich  his  hon.  Friend  the 
I  Member  f^r  the  City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Par- 
'  aell)  had  already  read  to  the  Committee. 
In  the  first  of  those  he  was  desired  to 
impress  upon  the  Government  and  the 
Conimitten  the  necessity  of  putting  these 
men  upon  their  trial  at   once.     In  the 
second  telegram  tho  prisoners  implored 
.that  they  might  be  brought  to  trial,  and 
[doclared  their  readiness  ti  waive  tbeir 
right  in  respect  of  any  change  of  venue. 
The  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  was  a 
lawyer,    and    he    told   them   that    this 
■waiver  of  right  by  the  prisoners  would  not 
save  tlie  Crown.    When  he  (Mr.  Sexton) 
Btated  the  other  night  that  tho  motion  of 
the   Attorney    General    for  Ireland   at 
811  go  fur  the  pofetponement  of  the  trial 
was  interpreted  by  some  persons  as  in- 
dicating the  intention  of  postponing  the 
trial  to  the  next  Assizes,  the  hon.  and 
learned   Gentleman   told   him  that  the 
Crown   had  no  such   intention    at    all. 
Then  why,  when  the  postponement  of 
the  trial  was  moved  for,  had  not  due  no- 
tice been  given  in  regard   to  when  and 
where  it  was  to  take    place  ?     It  had 
been  said  that  the  appeal  which  had  been 
mode  to  the  public  wnuld  have  the  effect 
of  preventing  a  fair  trial  in  the  county 
of  Sligo  ;  but  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  had  not  convoyed,  in  any  way, 
an  opinion  that  the  circulation  of  that 
appeal  would  prevent  a  fair  trial  in  any 
other  county  of  Ireland.      The  6th   of 
August,   when   the  Commission  was  to 
meet,  was  still  seven  days  distant,  and 
there  had  been  between  a  fortnight  and 
three  weeks  for  the  Attorney  CfenerHl  for 
Ireland  to  give  tho  necessary  10  days'  no- 
tice.    What  he  now  pressed  for  was  a 
trial  in  some  other  part  of  Ireland  than 
tho  county  of  Sligo,   and  he  could  not 
understand  why  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland,  on  making  the  application 
to  postpone  tho  trial,  had  not  served  the 
prisoners  with    the  necessary  10  days 

JKr.  Stxton 


notice  of  his  intention  to  move  the  High 
Court  of  Justice  in  Dublin  to  change 
the  venue  and  proceed  with  the  trial 
elsewhere.  He  contended  that  the  Go- 
vernment had  broken  faith  with  him, 
and  that  there  was  not  a  shadow  of  pre- 
tence for  any  further  delay.  There  waa 
no  evidence  which  they  did  not  possess 
now  which  they  would  get  hereafter. 
He  therefore  called  upon  them,  and  he 
hoped  his  hon.  Friends  would  support 
him  and  persist  in  the  demand,  to  take 
tho  nocessarj-  steps  for  bringing  forward 
the  trial  at  once.  Tho  course  they  were 
at  present  pursuing  simply  conveyed  to 
the  public  mind  a  sense  of  the  unfairness 
of  the  treatment  to  which  these  men 
were  suhjeeted.  After  four  months  of 
imprisonment,  and  after  having  ex- 
hausted all  the  tactics  of  prosecutors, 
informers,  and  spies,  it  was  their  duty 
either  to  bring  the  men  to  trial  at  once, 
or  to  liberate  them.  He  cou'd  not  say 
where  they  were  to  be  tried,  and  the 
prisoners  themselves  cared  not;  they 
were  ready  for  trial  anywhere.  If  tho 
Crown  declined  to  put  them  upon  trial, 
let  them  then  take  the  only  legal  alter- 
native, and  accept  bail  for  their  appear- 
ance, setting  them  at  liberty  until  they 
were  prepared  to  put  them  upon  their 
trial. 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  were 
not  preseut ;  Committee  counted,  and  40 
Members  being  found  present, 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walker)  said,  the  hon. 
Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  had  called 
attention  at  some  length  to  the  case  of 
the  Tubbercurry  prisoners.  He  desired, 
therefore,  to  state  to  the  Committee  the 
position  in  which  the  matter  stood.  The 
crime  of  which  these  men  were  accustid 
occurred  some  years  ago.  There  were 
in  all  12  men  charged,  and  the  charge 
brought  against  them  was  for  ono  of  the 
most  grievous  offences  which  could  be 
imagined — namely,  conspiracy  to  murder 
a  Ooverumentotticial  connected  with  the 
workhouse  in  that  town,  who,  beyond  all 
doubt,  was  fired  at  by  some  person.  Tho 
other  charge  against  these  12  men  was 
one  of  treason-felony,  which  was  also  ia 
itself  a  grave  and  serious  crime.  As  he 
had  said,  these  crimes  occurred  some 
time  ago — as  a  matter  of  fact,  two  years 
ago — and  he  thought  it  would  occur  to 
the  common  sense  of  aU  in  tho  House 
that  when  crimes  of  that  nature  had  oo> 
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ourred  a  couple  of  years  ago,  and  the 
number  of  men  accused  Tras  12,  that  it 
would  require  a  much  greater  time  to 
complete  and  to  inquire  into  the  evi- 
dence than  if  the  charges  were  against 
one  man,  or  if  the  crime  had  been  of 
recent  date.  Some  time  in  April  last, 
these  prisoners  having  been  arrested, 
evidence  was  taken  in  the  usual  and  au- 
thorized way,  according  to  the  Act  of 
Parliament,  under  the  powers  vested  in 
the  Executive  by  the  Prevention  of 
Crime  Act.  It  was  tho  duty  of  the 
Executive  to  enforce  the  law,  and  they 
would  be  very  much  to  blame  if  they 
did  not  do  so.  In  pursuance  of  the 
power  the  law  vested  in  them  for  the 
suppression  of  crime,  inquiries  were  held 
from  time  to  time  under  tho  provisions 
of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  and  also  when 
the  men  were  arraigned.  It  was  per- 
fectly true  that  there  had  been  a  consi- 
derable number  of  remands  in  the  course 
of  the  inquu-ies,  and  it  was  inevitable 
from  the  nature  of  the  case  that  these 
remands  should  take  ijlace.  There  were 
a  considerable  number  of  prisoners,  and 
a  very  large  number  of  witnesses,  and 
they  had  to  make  out  a  case  not  only 
against  each,  but  against  everyone  of 
them.  It  was,  therefore,  impossible  to 
bring  the  cose  to  a  complete  issue  until 
a  considerable  time  had  elapsed,  and  it 
was  for  the  benefit  of  tho  prisoners 
themselves,  and  iu  the  interests  of  jus- 
tice, that  in  every  case  a  complete  case 
should  be  made  out  before  they  were 
oonunitted  for  trial,  so  that  they  might 
not  find  fresh  charges  launched  against 
them  on  the  trial.  The  evidence  given 
upon  the  committal  was  the  property  of 
the  prisoners.  Thoy  were  able  to  use  it, 
and  sift  it  thorouglily  between  the  date 
of  the  committal  and  the  period  fixed  for 
the  trial.  Therefore,  it  was  in  tho  inte- 
rests of  the  prisoners  themselves,  and  in 
the  interests  of  justice,  that  a  complete 
case  should  be  made  out,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, in  every  instance  before  prisoners 
woro  committed  for  trial,  Tho  hon. 
Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  had  com- 
mented upon  the  refusal  to  allow  the 
prisoners  to  see  their  solicitor.  What 
occurred  was  this.  There  were  12  men 
accused,  and  the  12  men  had  one  soli- 
citor in  common,  and  the  Prison  Kules 
did  not  allow  the  12  men  to  be  brought 
into  one  room  for  the  purpose  of  consult- 
ing him.  Tho  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land, however,  as  soon  as  the  difficulty 


was  communicated  to  the  Government, 
in  the  exercise  of  his  discretion,  gave 
orders  that  tho  prisoners  should  be  al- 
lowed to  see  their  solicitor  together, 
subject  to  the  Prison  Eegulations,  and 
that  was  done.  The  inquiries  had  pro- 
ceeded, and  necessarily  they  had  occu- 
pied considerable  time.  They  went  on 
diem  in  diem  for  a  number  of  days.  The 
evidence  of  Moran,  the  informer,  took 
up  a  considerable  time.  He  told  a  long 
and  a  succinct  story  ;  but  his  cross-exa- 
mination occupied  a  considerable  time. 
It  was  said  that  a  rumour  had  been  cir- 
culated throughout  the  prison  that  infor- 
mation had  been  given  by  A.  and  by  B., 
and  Mr.  Bolton's  name  was  mentioned 
as  appearing  on  the  scene,  and  endea- 
vouring to  poison  the  mind  of  this  or 
that  person  in  obtaining  evidence  for  tho 
Crown.  That  was  altogether  a  gratui- 
tous assertion  as  far  as  Mr.  Bolton  was 
concerned.  He  hod  neitber  acted  nor 
appeared  in  any  shape  in  this  prosecu- 
tion, which  hod  been  conducted  entirely 
by  the  Solicitor  for  the  county — Mr. 
Anderson.  It  was  stated  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton),  that 
after  the  prisoners  were  committed  for 
triol,  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
did  not  go  down  to  conduct  the  prose- 
cution. He  would  not  notice  the  impu- 
tation which  had  been  made  against  his 
right  hon.  and  learned  Friend  in  regard 
to  the  motives  upon  which  he  had  acted. 
It  was  asserted  that  his  right  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  went  down  there  as  a 
sham,  and  that  he  had  no  intention  when 
he  went  down  to  Sligo  of  conducting  this 
trial  at  all.  Now,  what  was  it  that  oc- 
curred ?  His  right  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  went  down  to  Sligo.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  had 
taken  the  opportunity,  in  the  course  of 
his  speech,  of  going  through  tho  evi- 
dence, from  his  own  point  of  view,  and 
of  commenting  upon  tho  evidence  of  the 
informer,  Moran.  He  had  not  only  com- 
mented upon  that  evidence,  but  all  the 
other  evidence,  and  with  all  the  elo- 
quence he  was  master  of  he  had  con- 
demned the  case  for  the  CrowTi.  He 
(the  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland)  pro- 
posed to  leave  the  evidence  against  the 
prisoners  exactly  where  it  was,  remem- 
bering that  these  men  were  still  to  be 
tried,  and  because  he  did  not  think  it  his 
duty  for  one  moment  to  answer  the 
hon.  Member.  All  he  could  say  was 
that  there  was  a  strong  prima  facte  caso 
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against  the  priaoners ;  but  it  would  be 
improper  for  any  person  holding   the 
piiaition  he  did,  now  that  a  trial  was 
pending,  to  go  into  the  evidence  and 
endeavour  to  establish  n  ease  in  answer 
to  the  statomonts  of  the  hou.  Member. 
Then,  wliat  was  it  that  occurred?     In 
the  local  newspapers  there  was  circu- 
lated  a   document,   dated   the   ICth   of 
April,  appealing  to  the  public  through- 
out the   county  for  what  was  called  a 
fair  trial  for  these  men.     This  appeal 
was  made  before  the  trial  was  to  have 
taken  place  ;  and  in  consequence  of  the 
influence  which  such  appeals  were  likely 
to  have  upon  the  minds  of  the  jurors, 
the   doeuuiout    having   been   circulated 
throughout  the  county  not  twomonths  bo- 
fore  the  trial, but  immediately  preceding  it 
— in  consequence  of  that, a  conclusion  was 
arrived  at  that  the  trial  ought  to  be  post- 
poned.    The  learned  Judge  who  presided 
at  the  Assizes,   in   the    exercise  of   his 
discretion,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  a 
fair  trial  could  not  be  had  in  the  county 
of  Sligo,  and  he,  therefore,  postponed 
the  cose.     It  was  proved,  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  Judge,  that  these  docu- 
ments had  been  circulated,  and  circu- 
lated in  order  to  influence  the  minds  of 
the  jury,  and  to  produce  such  an  amount 
of  terrorism  as  might  affect  their  verdict. 
It  was  upon  that  ground,  and  upon  that 
ground  alone,  that  the  learned  Judge, 
who  was  otherwise  quite  prepared  to  try 
the  case,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
trial  ought  to  be  postponed.     He  was 
not  thoro  to  say  that  the  learned  Judge 
did  not     exercise   a    proper   discretion, 
having   the  documents  before  him ;    it 
certainly  was  a  wise  and  jirudent  discre- 
tion.    He  had  gone  down  solely  for  the 
purpose   of    hearing    the    Tubbereurry 
trial.     The  Judge  had  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  a  fair  trial  could  not  be  had 
in  Sligo.     Was  it,  then,  the  fault  of  the 
Public  Prosecutor  tiiat  the  venue  had 
been   changed  ?      The   prisoners    could 
not  be  altogether  dissociated  irom  those 
who  were  their  false  friends.    The  letters 
of  these  false  friends  it  was  which  led 
the  Judge  to  the  conclusion  that  a  fair 
trial  could  not  be  had  on  the  spot.     The 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  therefore, 
was  coerced  to  the  conclusion  that  a  fair 
trial  could  not  be  had  in  Sligo,  and  the 
case    was    postponed    until    the    next 
Aseizos.    What,  then,  did  he  start  with  ? 
In  the  first  place,  with  the  authority  of 
the  Juilgo  that  a  fair  trial  could  not  be 
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had  in  Sligo.  He  was  told  that  the 
Crown  was  responsible  for  the  delay — 
abuse  was  poured  on  the  Crown  officials 
UBstintingly  because  of  the  postpone- 
ment ;  but  through  whose  act  was  the 
postponement  ?  Why,  through  the  act 
of  the  prisoners  themselves,  or  thoao  for 
whom  they  were  responsible. 

Mr.  MOLLOY  :  Who  made  the  affi- 
davit on  which  the  Judge  acted  ? 

The  SOLICITOE  GENEfiAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walker):  The  District 
Ins[>ector  of  Tubbercurry  himself,  who 
was  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
circumstances  of  the  case.  ["  Oh  !"  amd 
a  laughS\  Hon.  Members  opposite 
sneered — did  they  wish  to  imply  that  a 
District  Inspector  was  not  to  be  believed 
in  Ireland? 

Mh.  WILLIAM  EEDMOND:  Not 
as  a  rule. 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  foh 
IRELAND  ( Mr.  Walkek)  said,  heshould 
let  that  observation  have  all  the  weight  it 
was  entitled  to.  He  should  pass  from  it. 
Mr.  WlLLIAJl  REDMOND:  Dis- 
trict Inspectors  are  entitled  to  no  more 
credence  than  any  other  officials  in  Ire- 
land. 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  If  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  We.xford  continues  these  in- 
terruptions after  I  now  call  him  to  Order, . 
I  shall  have  to  call  attention  to  his  con- 
duct. 

TitE  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walker)  said,  tho 
Judge  had  considered  tho  evidence  im- 
partially, and,  acting  on  his  discretion, 
had  como  to  the  conclusion  that  the  trial 
should  be  postponed.  It  was  the  Judge 
who  had  touie  to  that  conclusion,  and  no 
one  else.  When  this  matter  was  con- 
sidered in  the  House  on  Friday  last,  the 
complaint  was  that  the  prisoners  were 
not  going  to  be  tried  in  Dublin  at  all. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton) 
had  brought  it  forward  in  Committee  of 
Supply,  and  ho  (tho  Solicitor  General 
for  Ireland)  had  .said  a  few  words  in 
answer  to  him.  He  had  stated  then,  as 
he  stated  now,  that  the  men  were  to  be 
tried  in  October,  the  earliest  time  at 
which  they  could  be  tried.  No  complaint 
was  made  then  about  the  postponement, 
the  only  grievance  being  that  the  venue 
was  to  be  changed,  and  that  the  prisoners 
had  not  been  let  out  on  bail.  The  com- 
plaint now  seemed  to  be  that,  at  the 
time  the  order  was  made  to  postpone 
the  trial,  the  Judge  should  have  seen 
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that  such  postponement  was  unnecessary, 
and  that  the  venue  should  have  been 
changed  then,  if  it  was  necessary  to 
change  it  at  all.  But  at  that  timo  it 
was  doubtful  whether  it  was  necessary 
to  change  the  venue.  The  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  had  to  exercise  his 
discretion  in  the  matter.  Within  a  few 
days  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  proper 
course  for  him  to  follow,  in  the  exercise 
of  his  discretion,  was  to  change  the 
venue ;  and  before  this  subject  was  dis- 
cussed on  Friday  last,  July  25th,  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  had  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  proper  course 
for  him  to  adopt  was  to  change  the 
venue,  and  change  it  to  Dublin.  It  was 
said  now — telegrams  were  produced  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork 
(Mr.  ParnfU)  and  the  hon.  Member 
for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  from  the  li'gal 
adviser  of  the  prisoners  —  that  the 
prisoners  were  willing  to  waive  the 
10  days'  notice  to  wliich  they  were 
entitled  under  the  Prevention  of  Crime 
Act.  That  was  an  idle  and  empty  offer. 
Coming  from  a  lawyer  it  was  an  idle 
and  empty  argument,  because  every 
lawyer  know  that  prisoners  could  not 
waive  their  right.  No  man  accused  of 
a  crime  could  give  any  consent  of  the 
kind  on  which  the  Crown  could  act. 
The  Government  were  in  the  position  in 
which  they  were  on  Friday  last,  when 
they  stated  openly  in  the  House  that 
the  case  was  to  be  tried  in  October,  the 
earliest  time  nt  which  it  could  be  tried. 
No  objection  was  made  on  Friday,  the 
objection  then  taken  being  against  the 
trial  being  held  in  Dublin  at  all,  instead 
of  the  locality  in  which  the  otfence  was 
committed,  which  would  have  led  to  the 
case  being  postponed  until  March.  So 
far  as  the  interests  of  justice  would 
permit,  and  even  stretching  a  point — 
considering  the  observations  which  had 
been  made  about  a  delay  of  two  months 
— the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
would,  ho  was  sure,  c  irefuUy  consider 
the  case  of  every  one  of  the  prisoners, 
in  order  to  see  how  far  he  could  add  to 
the  number  who  had  been  lot  out  on 
bail — namely,  three  ;  and,  speaking  for 
himself,  he  might  say  he  should  be  glad 
to  see  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
exercise  his  discretion  as  largely  as 
pos.iible  with  that  object. 

Ma.  HAREINGIUN  :  Is  it  not  pos- 
sible  to  serve  the  10  days'  Qotice  and 
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take  the  prisoners   to  trial   at 
date  ? 

TiJE  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walkrh)  :  No. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON:  A  true  bill 
has  been  found.  It  is  not  necessary  for 
the  case  to  go  before  the  Grand  Jury  at 
all. 

Mk.  ^^^:LLTAM  REDMOND  said,  he 
did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of  unneces- 
sarily prolonging  the  discussion  ;  but  he 
was  bound  to  say,  having  listened  very 
carefully  to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  and 
learned   Gentleman   who  had    just   sat 
down,  that  the  only    impression    that 
speech  had  conveyed  to  his  mind  was 
this — that  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man evidently  was  aware  that  he  had  a. 
very  bad  case  indeed  to  defend,  and  had'* 
endeavoured  to  make  that  case  appear 
less  bad  by  making  a  long  and  rambling 
speech  such  as  they  had  just  listened 
to.     He  (Mr.  W.  Redmond)  ventured  to 
think  that  the  case  now  under  discussioi 
was  absolutely  without  parallel.     It  was" 
a  case  which   affected  the  liberty — he 
might     almost    say   the    lives — of    11 
respectable   men  in    Ireland,    and  the 
people  who  were  dependent  on  them  for 
a  livelihood.     It  was  a  case  which  he 
really  believed  would  recommend  itseU 
to  the  consideration   of  the  people  ot 
England,  if  it  could  be  fairly  stated  to 
them.     It  would,  if  properly  presented, 
create  such  an  impression  in  this  country 
as  would  compel  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  take  that  action  which  it  ap- 
peared they  would  not  take  upon  the 
more  representation  of  the  Iiish  Mem-^ 
bers  of  the   House.     Complaints   werfl 
made  from  time  to  time  against  matters 
of  this  kind    being    discussed  in   that 
Assembly.     Well,    that    Assembly  was 
commonly  called    the     High  Court  of 
Justice  of  this  Kingdom.     And  what  did 
thoy  find  when  they  came  to  this  High 
Court   to  discuss  a  case  of  this  kind  ? 
\^Laui)hter.]     It  was  all  very  well  for  two 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  Treasury 
lieuoh  to  laugh  when  the  case  of  11  men 
who  might  be  about  to  lose  their  liberty, 
even  their  lives,  was  mentioned ;  but  ha 
did  not  complain  of  it,  for  that  was  not 
the  first  time  they  had  had  experience 
of  the  great  dispusition  on   the   part  of 
right  him.  Gentlemen  on   the  Treasury 
Bench  to  be  unnaturally  hilarious  when 
serious   mutters   affecting   the    weKara 
of  Irishmen  were  under  discussion.     Ha 
had  been  going   to  obeerve,  whea  in- 
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temipted  by  the  somewhat  boisterous 
laughter  of  Members  on  the  Treasury 
Bench,  that  it  was  a  discouraging  thing 
for  Members  from  Ireland  to  come  there 
and  state  calmly  and  fairly  the  affairs  of 
certain  men  in  Ireland  who  were  about 
to  be  brought  to  trial,  and  to  find  that 
not  more  than  a  couple  of  dozen  English 
and  Scotch  Members  attended  to  hear 
the  matter  discussed.    It  was  frequently 
said  the  Irish  Members  had  no  right  to 
complain,  because  Ireland  was  fairly  re- 
presented in  the  House.    What  repre- 
sentation had   she?     Why,    whenever 
a  case  of  this  kind  cropped  up — a  case 
which  interested  a  large  majority  of  the 
Irish  Members  —  little  or  no  attention 
was  paid  to  it  by  the  bulk  of  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  House.     They  found  it  as 
much  as  they  could  do  to  get  a  quorum 
of  Members  to   come  in,  from  time  to 
time,  moving  a  "  count."    It  was  an  ex- 
tremely discouraging  thing,  and  a  thing 
which  should  be  impressed  on  the  people 
of  Ireland,  that  when  their  Hepresenta- 
tives  discussed  a  case  of  this  kind  they 
did  so  to  absolutely  empty  Benches,  no 
English  or  Scotch  Members  considering 
it  worth  their  while  to  come  down  to 
listen  to  the  claims  the  Irish  Members 
were  bringing  forward.     However,  the 
Irish  Members  would  not  be  deterred, 
by  the  absence  of  English  and  Scotch 
Members,  from  discussing  the  grievances 
and  claims  of  their  country.    What  was 
the  case  of  these  men  in  Sligo  Gaol? 
Why,  some  four   months  ago   11    men 
were     arrested    without     any    specific 
charge  being  brought  against  them  at 
all.    They  had  been  four    months    in 
gaol,  cut  off  from  their  occupations  and 
their  families.  They  had  been  remanded 
time  after  time,  with  no  evidence  against 
them.    If  that  was  considered  by  the 
Government    a    proceeding    consistent 
with  justice,  he  did  not  think  there  were 
many  people  in  the  country  who  would 
agree  with  them.    If  these  men  were 
arrested  on  specific  charges,  why  had 
they  not  been  placed  in  the  dock,  why 
had  not  evidence  been  brought  against 
them,  and  why  had  they  not  been  made 
to  stand  their  trial  before  their  fellow- 
countrymen  ?    Why,  they  had  notbeen 
tried  because  there  was  no  case  against 
them.    They  had  been  arrested,  it  was 
believed,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  ambition 
of  certain  police  officials  who  were  crav- 
ing distinction  in   this  particular  way. 
They  were  arrested  upon  what  with  even 
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a  jury  of  Englishmen  and  Protestants 
would  fail  to  obtain  a  conviction,  and 
they  were  kept  in  gaol  while  the  police 
and  oflBcials  were  scouring  the  country 
for  informers  to  give  evidence  against 
them.  The  Solicitor  General  for  Ire- 
land, who  spoke  just  now,  and  had  pre- 
cipitately retreated  after  his  speech,  as 
though  ashamed  of  the  part  he  had  had 
to  take,  had  said  it  was  impossible,  from 
the  nature  of  the  case,  to  avoid  frequent 
remands.  It  was  all  very  well  to  say 
that  there  was  semething  in  the  case 
which  made  these  remands  necessary; 
but  in  order  to  prove  their  justice  it 
was  desirable  that  the  circumstances 
which  had  led  to  them  should  be  plainly 
stated,  and  not  hinted  at,  asthehon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  had  hinted  at  them 
in  his  speech.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  in  the  course  of  his  observa- 
tions complained  that  until  that  evening 
no  dissatisfaction  was  expressed  by  the 
Irish  Members  at  the  trial  having  been 
postponed  until  October.  Well,  it  was 
true  no  dissatisfaction  had  hitherto  been 
expressed ;  but  the  reason  was  that 
it  was  only  that  evening  that  Mem- 
bers on  the  Irish  Benches  absolutely 
realized  or  even  heard  that  such  a 
monstrous  outrage  was  g^ing  to  be  per- 
petrated by  the  Government  as  the  post- 
ponement of  the  trial  of  these  men  for 
two  months  longer,  and  the  consequent 
detention  of  the  accused  for  another  two 
months  longer  without  a  tittle  of  evi- 
dence being  brought  against  thorn.  It 
was  not  at  all  the  duty  of  Irish  Mem- 
bers of  Parliament  to  see  that  men  who 
were  arrested  by  the  Government  were 
brought  to  trial  at  once.  It  was  not  a 
part  of  their  legitimate  duty;  it  was 
owing  to  the  distorted  state  of  affairs  in 
Ireland  that  Irish  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment were  obliged  to  occupy  the  atten- 
tion and  time  of  the  House  of  Commons 
in  pressing  claims  of  this  kind  upon  the 
attention  of  Englishmen  and  Scotchmen. 
He  could  perfectly  realize  that  it  was 
with  considerable  indifference  that  Gen- 
tlemen representing  English  and  Scotch 
constituencies  listened  to  a  case  such  as 
that  now  under  discussion  ;  but  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  that  if  justice  was 
not  meted  out  to  the  people  of  Ireland 
by  the  authorized  ofScers  of  the  Ciowii 
in  that  country,  the  Irish  Members 
should  bring  the  action  of  those  officers 
before  Parliament,  and,  if  possible,  try 
to  create  such  a  state  of  public  opinion  aa 
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would  serve  to  cause  these  unfortunate 
men  to  be  brought  to  trial  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment.  Supposing  these  men 
when  brought  to  trial  were  acquitted — 
as  very  probably  they  would  be — what 
would  be  their  position  ?  They  would 
have  been  six  months  in  prison,  cut  off 
from  their  occupations,  from  their  friends 
and  from  their  families,  and  then  even  an 
acquittal  would  give  them  little  satis^fac- 
tion.  The  way  the  men  were  being  treated 
was  absolutel}'  outrageous.  He  did  not 
believe  that  any  where  else  in  the  world, 
even  under  the  most  despotic  Govorn- 
ment  in  existeuce,  could  men  be  ar- 
rested in  the  light  of  day,  could  be 
thrown  into  prison,  and  remanded  day 
after  day,  week  after  week,  and  month 
after  month,  without  a  singlu  iota  of 
evidence  being  brought  against  them. 
This  kind  of  thing  could  not  goon  mucli 
longer  in  Ireland.  The  Irish  Members 
had  thrashed  the  ease  out  very  fully  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  They  had 
shown  the  injustice  of  an-esting  men 
and  keeping  them  in  prison  without 
bringing  evidence  against  them — they 
had  shown  the  system  to  bo  inhuman, 
unconstitutional,  and  distinctly  despotic. 
He  (Mr.  W.  Redmond)  would  say,  from 
his  position  as  an  Irish  Kepresentntive, 
that  he  believed  in  his  soul  that  if  cases 
like  these  multiplied  in  Ireland,  and  if 
the  Government  persisted  in  arresting 
men  and  sending  them  to  prison  for 
long  terms  without  bringing  evidence 
against  them,  there  would  bo  a  feeling 
aruused  ia  that  country  against  English 
rule  far  more  extensive  than  any  which 
had  ever  yet  been  aroused.  If  the  Go- 
vernment did  not  take  steps  to  put  an 
end  to  the  present  mode  of  government 
— the  present  Liberal  mode  of  govern- 
ment— they  would  find  at  the  next  Ge- 
neral Election  and  in  the  House  that  the 
Irish  people  and  their  Representatives 
knew  how  to  treat  an  Administration 
which  called  itself  Liberal,  but  which 
was  before  the  world  the  most  despotic 
in  existence. 

Mr.  JUSTIN  M'CAETHY  said,  this 
was  a  very  serious  case,  and  one  which 
appeared  to  him  to  be  made  much  more 
serious  by  the  kind  of  defence  set  up  by 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Solicitor  General  lor  Ireland.  He  (Mr. 
M'Carthy)  had  not  known  much  about 
the  facta  until  he  hoard  that  night  the 
powerful  appeal  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Sligo  (Mr.  jjexton),  and  the  singularly 


confused  and  confusing  answer  of  the 
Solicitor  General  for  Ireland.  Out  of 
all  the  brambles  and  brushwood  of  law, 
with  which  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman encumbered  his  speech,  they  got 
two  or  three  facts  for  the  understanding 
of  men  who  were  not  lawyers.  They  got 
the  fact  that  some  four  or  five  months 
ago  some  men  were  arrested  on  some 
charge  or  other,  that  from  that  time  to 
this  they  had  been  kejit  in  gaol  without 
trial,  and  that  the  earliest  date  at  whicli 
they  could  be  brought  to  trial  was  two 
months  otT.  They  got  the  fact  that 
though  the  men  were  seemingly  charged 
with  a  grave  and  serious  crime,  three  of 
them  had  been  since  set  nt  liberty,  on  a 
bail  of  £25  each.  Ho  would  ask  the 
Committee  to  say  whether  there  could 
be  anything  serious  in  the  charge,  or 
whether  they  believed  there  was  evi- 
dence of  any  kind  to  be  brought  against 
any  of  these  men,  seeing  that  some  of 
them  were  allowed  to  be  at  large  on 
bail  of  £2-5  ?  What  reasons  did  the 
hon.  nnd  learned  Gentleman  give  for 
keeping  these  men  in  prison  ?  Why, 
fir.st  of  all,  he  said  that  the  11  men  were 
charged  with  the  one  otTence,  and  that 
it  took  a  much  longer  time  to  bring 
charges  of  guilt  home  against  11  mea 
than  against  one  man.  If  that  was  so, 
it  was,  he  supposed,  owing  to  his  having 
an  unlegal  and  unenlightened  sort  of 
understanding  that  he  was  unable  to 
comprehend  it.  If  these  II  men  were 
all  accused  of  the  same  crime,  the  game 
evidence  which  would  convict  one  would 
convict  all  of  them,  or,  at  least,  so  he 
should  suppose.  If  they  committed  one 
crime,  it  must  have  been  committed  to- 
gether, or  in  some  kind  of  combination ; 
and  he  altogether  failed  to  understand 
why  a  longer  time  should  be  required  to 
get  together  evidence  ti3  convict  1 1  thaa 
would  be  required  to  got  together  evi- 
dence to  convict  one.  He  did  not  know 
why,  in  a  case  of  murder,  it  should  take 
longer  to  prove  that  a  person  was  killed 
by  throe  men,  by  five  men,  or  by  a  dozen 
men,  than  that  he  was  killed  by  one. 
He  could  not  see  what  reason  there  could 
be  for  postponing  the  trial  month  after 
month  in  a  case  where  the  Crown  must 
soon  have  exhausted  the  evidence.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had  given 
them  another  reason.  He  had  told  them 
what  one  official  thought  and  what  he 
did  not  think,  and  then  he  declared  that 
tbe  trial  had  to  be  put  oil  because  eome- 
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one  had  said  or  done  or  published  some- 
Ihing  rathnr  indiscreet,  which  made  the 
learned  Judge  think  that  there  should 
be  a  postponement.  If  this  was  a  prin- 
ciple of  law,  they  placed  accused  persons 
not  only  at  the  mercy  of  indiscreet  friends, 
but  also  at  the  mercy  of  enemies  who 
ohose  to  publish  statements  apparently 
on  their  behalf.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  had  said  the  fault  was  tlie 
prisoners'  own.  How  could  that  be  ? 
jBCow  could  he  hold  persons  in  prison 
responsible  for  statements  published  by 
other  persons  outside  ?  What  reason 
was  there  for  saying  the  prisoners  Imd 
authorized  the  publication  ?  Were  they 
to  understand  it  as  a  point  of  their  law, 
that  when  a  man  was  charged  with  an 
olfence,  and  some  friend  or  enemy  of  his 
did  an  indiscreet  thing,  the  man  so 
charged  was  to  be  punished,  as  a  sort  of 
vengeance  on  his  head,  by  having  his 
case  postponed?  He  did  not  think  such 
a  principle  would  be  listened  to  for  a 
moment,  unless  in  the  case  of  a  charge 
brought  against  some  Irishman.  If  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's  conten- 
tion was  correct,  he  (Mr.  M'Carthy)  saw 
no  reason  why  these  men  should  ever 
be  released  or  tried.  At  any  moment,  as 
the  time  of  trial  drew  near,  some  indis- 
creet friend  or  some  malignant  enemy 
might  publish  or  say  something  which 
would  make  the  Judge  say  justice  could 
not  be  done  whilst  the  echo  of  it  lived 
in  the  minds  of  the  people.  If  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman's  statement  were 
the  defence  of  the  Government,  nil  he 
could  say  was,  that  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton), 
eloquent  us  it  had  been,  was  made  ten 
times  more  eloquent  in  its  defence  of 
public  justice  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman's  attempt  to  reply  to  it. 

Mr.  JUSTIN  HITNTLY  M-CARTHY 
said,  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  had 
now  left  the  House;  but  his  place  had 
been  taken  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant. These  two  Gentlemen  reminded 
him  of  a  toy  which  combined  instruction 
with  amusement — a  toy  in  which  there 
were  two  figures,  one  of  which  came  out 
in  fair  weather  and  the  other  in  foul; 
the  only  diiference  being  that,  in  the 
cose  of  the  two  Gentlemen,  they  both 
represented  foul  weather.  With  regard 
to  the  case  under  discussion,  if  it  had 
occurred  in  the  Dominions  of  the  Ozar, 

Mr,  Jttttin  McCarthy 


they  would  have  had  Englishmen  speak- 
ing in  the  House  and  writing  in  the 
newspapers  about  the  tyranny  of  the 
Ivussian  officials;  they  would  have  had 
presented  to  them  highly-coloured  pic- 
tures of  miserable  men  confined  in  dun- 
geons for  months  without  trial  —  for 
months  of  wretched  days  and  melan* 
choly  nights  —  and  they  would  have 
heard  a  great  deal  about  the  blessings 
of  English  rule  and  the  happiness  of 
living  in  Great  Britain.  The  history  of 
the  case  was  in  many  ways  an  instnio- 
tive  one.  It  was  now  many  months 
since  Mr.  Fitzgerald  was  arrested.  Ho 
was  arrested,  as  he  (Mr.  M'Carthy)  be- 
lieved, without  warrant,  and  hurried 
over  to  Ireland  without  being  allowed 
to  see  anyone.  Ho  had  been  imprisoned 
and  kept  for  many  months  without  any 
attempt  at  a  trial,  although,  on  the  24th 
of  April,  the  Irish  Members  were  in- 
formed that  he  would  be  brought  to 
trial  as  soon  as  possible.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mallow  (Mr. 
O'Brien)  at  that  time  was  censured  in 
the  House  for  speaking  of  the  inquiry 
as  it  wos  then  being  conducted,  as  a 
"  hugger-mugger  inquiry,"  It  was  diffi- 
cult to  say  what  the  words  "  hugger- 
mugger"  precisely  meant;  but  if  th«»y 
were  at  all  applicable  to  this  case  at  the 
time  they  were  used,  they  were  cer- 
tainly much  more  appbcnble  now,  when 
the  "hugger-mugger"  inquiry  was  be- 
oomiog  more  "  hugger-mugger"  than 
ever.  These  unfortunate  prisoners,  no 
doubt,  hiid  a  fair  appreciation  of  the 
position  in  which  they  had  been  placed 
by  Her  Majesty's  Government  when 
they  spoke  of  being '"robbed"  by  the  Go- 
vernment. They  were  robbed  of  their 
worldly  goods  by  being  kept  in  prison, 
and  deprived  of  the  moans  of  earning 
their  livelihood;  but,  more  than  that, 
they  were  robbed  of  theii-  liberty,  and 
of  that  sense  of  truth  and  justice  which 
every  citizen  had  at  heart ;  while,  seem- 
injjly,  the  only  hope  the  Government 
Iiad  of  obtaining  a  verdict  was  by  somo 
'•Star  Chamber  inquisition.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  had  beea 
informed,  months  ago,  that  Mr.  Fitz- 
gerald was  to  be  tried  on  charges  of 
treason-felony  and  conspiracy  to  murder ; 
but  when  it  was  pointed  out  that  the  two 
offences  could  not  be  included  in  the  one 
indictment,  the  right  hon.  Gentlemaa 
the  Chief  Secretary  promptly  shifted  bia 
ground,  and  deolared  that  the  time  for 
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drawing  up  the  indictment  had  not  yet 
arrived.  It  seemed  that  the  time  for 
framings  the  indictment  was  never  going 
to  arrive.  Tho  prisoners  were  in  a 
worse  position  than  the  historical  Flying 
Dutchmtin — tliey  were  never  going  to  be 
set  free  at  all.  Ou  the  23rd  of  April, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chii'f 
Secretary  again  informed  the  Irish 
Members  that  it  was  the  desire  of  tho 
Executive  to  close  tho  case  at  the  noxt 
hearing,  and  that  there  was  no  intention 
whatever  to  postpone  the  trial  over  the 
summer.  Now  they  learnt  that  the  trial 
was  to  be  postponed  over  tho  summer. 
It  would  probably  be  postponed  over 
the  autumn,  and  then  over  the  spring. 
Next  summer  might  como and  go  and  find 
these  men  still  in  prison.  It  was  almost 
useless  to  make  an  appeal  totheOovern- 
ment  in  these  cases ;  so  he  would  only 
ask  them  whether  in  this  matter  they 
thought  their  conduct  just  and  reason- 
ablo^whether  they  did  not  think  it 
passed  into  the  region  of  the  absurd? 

Mb.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN  said,  he  had 
listened  to  the  speoch  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton),  and  also  to 
the  reply  delivered  by  the  Solicitor 
General  for  Ireland.  A  lawyer  was  a 
trained  disputant,  and  it  would  be  a 
very  bad  case  indeed  in  which  the  Soli- 
citor General  for  Ireland  could  not  bring 
some  arguments  to  bear  in  support  of 
the  position  he  was  defending.  Tho 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  could  not, 
however,  be  congratulated  on  the  strength 
of  his  arguments  that  night.  The  hou. 
and  learned  Gentleman  had  assumed  the 
whole  case  as  he  went  along.  Again 
and  again  hi«  had  repeated  the  state- 
raeut  that  every  dolaj'  which  occur- 
red was  owing  to  the  fault  of  the 
prisoners ;  but  never  once  did  he  offer 
an  atom  of  proof.  He  had  said  it  was 
owing  to  the  fault  of  tho  prisoners. 
What  fault?  If  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  were  present,  he  (Mr.  Sulli- 
van) should  press  fur  an  answer  to  that 
question.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman ought  to  be  present  whilst  this 
subject  was  under  discussion  ;  why  was 
he  not  ?  Could  he  not  be  summoned — 
lie  was  within  the  precincts  of  the 
House  ?  What  fault  had  he  to  allege 
against  the  prisoners  as  having  caused 
the  delay  of  the  trial?  The  hon.  and 
learned  (ientleman  had  neverstated  that ; 
but  ho  had  gone  on  triumphantly  as- 
Bumiiig  to  the  end  that  it  was  the  pri- 


soners' own  fault.  That  style  of  debate 
ought  not  to  pass  muster  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  or  elsewhere.  Then,  apo- 
logizing for  the  fact  that  these  prisoners 
were  not  allowed  freely  to  see  their 
solicitor,  he  had  said  that  they  all  had 
tho  one  legal  adviser,  and  that  it  was 
not  desirable  that  they  should  all  see  him 
at  one  time.  Why  was  it  undesirable  ? 
Tho  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had 
said  those  men  were  charged  individuolly 
and  collectively.  It  came  to  this,  then 
— that  the  men  were  to  be  charged  col- 
lectively, and  might  be  hanged  in  a 
batch  ;  but  they  were  not  to  see  their 
solicitor  collectively,  so  as  to  prepare  a 
common  defence?  Was  that  fail- play  ? 
Was  it  fair  that  the  Crown  should  be 
able  to  make  a  collective  charge  against 
them,  whilst  they  were  not  allowed  to 
make  a  collective  defence  ?  Would  that 
bo  considered  fair  play  by  any  other 
assembly  of  Englishmen  or  Scotchmen 
in  tho  world  ?  Another  great  point  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  was 
that  the  learned  Judge,  acting  on 
his  discretion,  decided  that  because 
certain  documents  had  been  published 
in  the  locality  it  was  not  desirable  that 
the  case  should  there  and  then  be 
brought  to  trial.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  said — "The  Judge  so  de- 
cided." Did  he  suppogo  that  amongst 
Irishmen  in  Ireland  that  statement 
would  carry  any  weight  whatever  ? 
The}'  knew  how  Judges  decided  cases  in 
Ireland — they  knew  that  as  soon  as  the 
Jiidgos  found  how  the  wind  blew  fi'om 
Dublin  Castle  they  trimmed  their  sails 
according  to  the  breeze.  Tho  Judges 
knew  what  was  required  of  them  by 
Dublin  Castle,  and  acted  accordingly. 
It  amounted  tonothing  to  say  the  Judge, 
acting  on  documents  submitted  to  him 
by  the  Crown,  took  a  certain  view  of  the 
case.  But  a  more  startling  doctrine 
still,  propounded  by  the  Solicitor  Gene- 
ral for  Ireland,  was  this — that  the  pri- 
soners were  responsible  for  the  acts  of 
their  indiscreet  friends.  "It  was  im- 
possible," said  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman,  "to  dissociate  these  indivi- 
duals from  the  action  of  their  indiscreet 
friends."  He  (Mr.  Sullivan)  denied 
that  doctrine  altogether.  It  was  simply 
monstrous.  There  could  be  no  safety 
for  priaoniTS  in  Ireland  if  they  were  to 
be  held  accountable  while  safe  behind 
prison  bars  for  the  action  of  their  f  lienda. 
That  House  was  becoming  oocustomed 
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to  ejrtraordinary  and  unconstitutional 
doctrines,  and  he  thought  there  should 
be  some  revolt  against  them,  not  only 
from  those  Benches,  but  from  all  parts 
of  the  House  The  doctrine  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  had  laid  down 
that  night  was  monstrous  and  uncon- 
stitutional, and  a  case  which  rested  in 
any  way  on  such  a  device  as  that  was 
flimsy  and  rotten.  It  was  said  that 
when  things  were  done  in  a  hurry, 
doubtless,  mistakes  were  made— it  was 
said  there  had  been  no  deliberation 
exercised  in  connection  with  these 
matters.  He  said  that  the  defence 
oflFered  by  the  Solicitor  General  for  Ire- 
land, instead  of  meeting  this  case,  had 
made  it  worse.  The  case  was  one  which 
called  for  speedy  action,  and  he  asked 
the  Committee  to  consider  it  in  order 
thatjustico  might  be  done. 

Mil.  GREGORY  said,  this  case  had 
been  laid  before  the  Committee  by  the 
hon.  Member  below  the  Gangway  (Mr. 
T.  D.  Sullivan)  as  one  calling  for  the  in- 
terference of  the  Committee.  If  it  were 
true  that  these  men,  ha\'ing  been  ar- 
rested in  Ireland,  had  been  subject  to 
constant  remands  without  evidence ;  if 
their  trial  had  been  adjourned  by  the 
Judge  without  any  proper  justidcation  ; 
if  they  had  been  put  on  their  trial  with- 
out any  evidence,  or  without  anj'  in- 
dictment being  preferred  against  them 
— why,  then,  the  case  was  monstrous. 
But,  as  an  old  practitioner,  he  ventured 
to  doubt  whether  such  things  could 
happen  ;  he  doubted  whether  men  could 
be  remanded  from  time  to  time  without 
anyevidence  being  brought  againstthem. 
In  England,  he  knew  they  could  not. 
Nor  would  men  be  pnt  on  trial  in  England 
without  any  indictment  being  prepared 
against  them,  He  took  the  cose  as 
stated  by  the  Solicitor  General  for  Ire- 
land. The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
had  very  truly  remarked  that  it  took 
considerably  more  time  to  complete  a 
case  against  a  number  of  persons  than 
would  be  required  to  complete  the  case 
against  one  individual,  because  the  pro- 
secution had,  with  regard  to  the  commis- 
sion of  a  certain  act,  to  connect  them 
with  it  and  with  each  other — to  bring 
them  together,  so  to  speak,  and  to  ascer- 
tain their  motives  in  connection  with 
each  other.  All  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
occupied  a  greot  deal  of  time,  which 
everyone  would  know  who  was  practi- 
cally acquainted  with  business  of  the 
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kind.  Again,  he  presumed  that  evi- 
dence was  from  time  to  time  brought 
before  the  magistrates  previously  to  the 
remands  of  the  prisoners ;  and  he  was 
satisfied  that  the  magistrates  would  not 
have  remanded  them  without  evidence 
sufficient  to  justify  that  course,  nor 
would  they  have  committed  them  for  trial 
without  sutBcient  presumption.  Then 
he  came  to  the  postponement  of  the 
trial.  It  was  alleged  by  the  Solicitor 
General  for  Ireland  that  when  the  trial 
was  about  to  take  place  in  Ireland,  a 
large  number  of  publications  appeared, 
which  would  necessarily  influence  the 
jury,  and  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Judge,  was  calculated  to  prejudice  the 
minds  of  the  jury  in  respect  of  the  trial 
of  the  prisoners.  Now,  that  was  a 
matter  on  which  the  Judge  was  strictly 
correi't  in  exerciaing  his  discretion  ;  if 
the  Judge  on  that  occasion  thought  that 
a  fair  trial  could  not  be  had,  it  was 
quite  right  that  the  trial  should  be  post- 
poned. With  regard  to  the  place  of  trial, 
he  did  not  know  why  the  case  was  not 
tried  in  Dublin.  He  freely  admitted  that 
the  10  days'  notice  was  an  objection  as 
to  the  time;  but  yet  it  seemed  to  him 
that  the  trial  might  have  taken  place  at 
Dublin.  It  appeared  to  him  that,  in 
all  other  respects,  the  statement  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  was  a  suf- 
ficient answer  on  the  Crown  case — that 
time  was  necessary  to  get  the  case  up, 
and  that  remands  were  necessary  from 
time  to  time,  and  he  was  satisfied  that 
evidence  was  produced  to  justify  those 
remands.  He  also  believed  that  evi- 
dence was  produced  before  the  magis- 
trates to  justify  the  committal  of  the 
prisoners  for  trial ;  and,  further,  that  an 
indictment  was  preferred  against  them  ; 
and,  finally,  having  regard  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  time,  bearing  in  mind 
the  effect  which  the  publicationa  to 
which  the  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland 
had  referred  were  likely  to  have  on  the 
minds  of  the  jury,  he  ventured  to  think 
that  the  Judge  was  fully  justified  in 
changing  the  venue. 

Mk.  HARRINGTON  said,  the  Com- 
mittee  had  to  deal,  not  with  the  pre- 
sumptions of  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Sussex  (Mr.  Gregory),  but  with  the 
facts  of  the  case,  and  those  facts  had 
been  stated  by  hon.  Members  on  those 
Benches,  and  were  known  to  everyone 
in  the  House.  They  by  no  means  ac- 
corded with  the  extraordinary  and  faa* 
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oiful  presumption  ou  wliich  tlie  hou. 
Gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down  took 
up  his  position.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
assumed,  of  course,  that  everything  had 
been  done  in  a  porfectly  regular  manner. 
Hon.  Members  in  that  House  invariably 
did  presume  that  everything  was  regu- 
larly done  in  such  matters  in  Ireland, 
and  it  was  only  the  force  of  circum- 
stances that  in  time  compelled  them  to 
admit  that  things  did  not  go  on  quite 
so  happily  there  as  thoy  had  been  led  to 
believe.  It  was  not  at  all  strange  that 
tho  hon.  and  learned  Solicitor  General 
for  Ireland,  who  represented  at  that 
moment  the  Irish  Government  in  that 
House,  had  not  made  use  of  any  of 
those  extraordinary  presumptions  whieh 
the  hon.  Member  for  East  Sussex  had 
indulged  iu.  Ho  had  referred,  in  the 
earlier  part  of  the  discussion,  to  a  case 
within  his  own  cogaizauco  in  Ireland  iu 
which  there  were  no  less  than  nine  re- 
mands, extending  over  a  period  of  niue 
weeks,  and  in  which  the  evidence  ad- 
duced at  the  final  remand  was  precisely 
the  same  as  that  brought  forward  on 
the  first  day.  The  Solicitor  General  for 
Ireland  knew  the  case  he  was  referring 
to,  and  he  could  give  him  the  names  of 
the  prisoners.  Ho  challenged  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gontlenum  to  deny  the 
statement)  he  had  made — that  the  evi- 
dence on  the  ninth  day  was  precisely 
the  same  as  that  brought  forward  on  the 
first.  The  Crown  had  recourse  to  those 
remands  in  order  to  tide  the  trial  over 
the  period  of  the  Assizes  ;  to  kei>p  the 
prisonei-s  in  their  cells  for  months,  in 
order,  if  possible,  to  pry  into  their 
thoughts,  and  to  hold  the  thumbscrew 
over  them  with  the  object  of  making 
them  give  evidence  against  their  com- 
panions. One  of  those  prisoners  was 
oBfered  a  free  pardon  if  he  consented  to 

§'ve  evidence  against  his  companions, 
e  asked  tho  Members  of  that  House  to 
look  at  the  actual  facts,  and  to  contem- 
plate the  position  of  the  unfortunate 
man  in  gaol  without  friends,  as  that  un- 
fortunate policeman  wos ;  lot  them  con- 
sider what  a  risk  was  run  in  asking  him 
to  give  evidence  to  save  his  life.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  could  not 
blot  out  from  the  minds  of  the  people  of 
Ireland  the  belief  that  fearful  misdeeds 
were  worked  by  a  system  like  this,  and 
no  amount  of  persuasion  on  the  part  of 
tho  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  could 
get  rid  of  the  fact  that  everything  of  this 
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kind  was  possible  uuder  tho  system  of 
legal  chicanery  which  was  bringing  the 
English  Government  in  Ireland  into  dis- 
repute. He  should  bo  sorry  to  accuse 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  of 
making  a  statement  which  was  calcu- 
lated to  injure  men  in  the  position  of 
these  unfortunate  prisoners,  or  of  in- 
tending to  do  them  an  injury ;  but, 
undoubtedly,  one  portion  of  his  speech 
was  as  unfair  and  ill  borne  out  by  facts 
as  if  ho  had  the  deliberate  intention  of 
injuring  the  prisoners.  Ho  alluded  to 
tho  etntement  that  the  cause  of  the  delay 
which  had  taken  place  in  regard  to  the 
trial  of  the  prisoners  was  due  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  prisoners  themselves.  The 
statement  was  that  tho  prisoners  in  gaol 
were  connected  with  the  circulation  of 
the  appeals  which  were  made  in  their 
behalf  for  a  fair  trial ;  and  with  refer- 
ence to  that  he  challenged  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  to  produce  one  tittle 
of  evidence  in  support  of  liis  statement. 
The  Chief  Secretary  to  tho  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  in  the  last  debate  on 
this  subject,  admitted  that  there  wos  no 
opportunity  of  establishing  any  connec- 
tion between  the  prisoners  in  gaol  and 
the  documents  circulated  throughout  the 
country  ;  and  everyone  who  knew  any- 
thing of  the  gaol  practice  in  Ireland, 
and  the  rigid  gaol  supervision  exercised 
towards  prisoners,  would  know  perfectly 
well  that  the  statement  about  their 
being  able  to  publish  documents  outside 
was  absolutely  absurd.  Again,  the 
Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  had  not  at 
all  addressed  himself  to  the  case  to 
whii;h  he  (Mr.  Harrington)  had  drawn 
his  attention — that  was  to  say,  to  the 
case  of  the  Galway  prisoners  who  wore 
remanded  nine  times.  He  mentioned 
the  case,  because  in  it  the  Crown  had,  iu 
his  opinion,  noted  in  a  manner  precisely 
similar  to  that  in  which  they  had  acted 
towards  the  meu  now  iu  prison  in  Sligo. 
In  the  Galway  case,  it  was  then  two 
years  since  the  unfortunate  men  were 
taken  away  from  their  homes  ;  and,  in 
spite  of  all  the  means  at  their  disposal 
under  the  Prevention  of  Crime  Act  for 
packing  juries  and  for  bringing  them  to 
speedy  trial,  the  Crown  still  kept  them 
in  prison  without  trial.  Irish  Memboi-s 
knew  what  the  Crown  had  done  in  tho 
case  of  the  Galway  prisoners,  and  th^y 
felt  that,  were  it  not  for  the  advocacy  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Sligo  'Mr.  Sextou), 
the  Crown  would  act  towards  the  Tub- 
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bercTUTy  prisoners  in  the  same  manner 
— that  was  to  say,  keeji  them  in  gaol  for 
two  years  without  trial,  working  on 
their  fears,  and  tempting  them  with 
bribes,  in  the  hope  of  inducing  them  to 
give  information  which  would  save  their 
own  lives,  by  talcing  the  lives  of  others 
perfectly  innocent.  He  thought  that 
the  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  would 
find  it  necessary  to  supplement  by  an- 
other statement  his  observations  made 
with  the  endeavour  of  connecting  these 
imfortunate  men  witli  the  documents 
circulated  in  their  belialf.  There  had 
been  no  evidence  brought  forward  at 
any  time  that  these  men  shut  up  in 
prison  had  any  opportunity  of  commu- 
nicating with  persons  outside.  Beaide.s, 
he  contended  that  the  document,  al- 
though, perhaps,  strongly  worded,  was 
perfectly  fair,  and  a  perfectly  lawful 
document,  and  that,  although  it  miglit 
have  croated  some  sj-mpathy  amongst 
the  people,  it  could  not  at  tlie  trial  have 
had  the  slightest  effect  on  the  jury,  be- 
cause the  Crown  took  care  that  they 
should  pack  into  the  jury  boxes  in  Ire- 
land not  men  standing  impartially  be- 
tween Crown  and  prisoner — men  who 
were  sworn  to  look  iraportially  at  the 
facts  of  the  case — but  men  from  whom 
they  were  secure  of  a  verdict. 

Colonel  KINO-HAEMAN  said,  tlie 
sympathies  of  hon.  Members  below  the 
Gangway  throughout  the  discussion  was 
nil  on  one  side.  There  did  not  seem  to 
be  any  sympathy  for  the  unfortunate 
persons  who  had  been  foully  murdered 
during  the  Reign  of  Terror  in  Ireland,  or 
for  their  families.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Westraeath  (Mr.  Har- 
rington) had  said  a  good  deal  about  pre- 
sumptions. He  (Colonel  King-Harman) 
was  inclined  to  think  that  it  was  a  fair 
presumption  that  the.so   men  were  the 

Eerpetrators  of  some  of  the  deeds  which 
ad  disgraced  Ireland,  and  that  they 
should  be  kept  in  gaol  as  long  as  there 
was  a  fair  opportunity  of  getting  By\- 
dence  against  them.  And  then  the  hon. 
Gentleman  spoke  of  the  merciless  gi-asp 
of  the  law.  He  would  like  to  know  what 
mercy  had  been  shown  to  the  unfortu- 
nate men  whose  lives  had  been  taken  ? 
Why  did  the  a.ssassins  now  plead  for 
mercy ;  or  why  did  the  advocates  of  aa- 
sas.sin8  plead  for  mercy  in  their  behalf  ? 
Mb.  UARRINGTO'N  rose  to  Order. 
He  asked  whether  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  was  entitled  to  charge  Mem- 

Mr.  Burrington 


bers  of  that  House  with  being  the  advo- 
cates of  ossaasins  and  murderers  in  Ire- 
land? 

The  chairman  :  I  did  not  under- 
stand the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
til  apply  the  term  to  hon.  Members. 

C!oL0NEL  KINQ-HARMAN  said,  he 
had  not  done  so.      If  any   charge  of 
making     false     accusations     could     be 
brought  against   any   Member  of  that! 
House,  it  would  not  be  brought  agains  ' 
him,  but  against  hon.  Members   belov_ 
the  Gangway,  who  charged  the  Govern-l 
lueut  with  keeping  these  men  in   gaol'l 
in  order  to  get  information  from  them 
which  would  enable  them  to  bring  inno- 
cent men  to  the  gallows.     It  was  they 
who  charged  the  Government  with  being 
the  defenders  of  assassins.     [  Laughter. V 
They    might   think    this   a   matter   foj, 
laughter ;  but  they  knew  there  had  been 
a  Reign  of  Tenor  in  Ireland  for  the  last 
four  years,  and  they  kiu'w  that  it  was' 
only  by  the   determination  of  the  Ooi 
vernment  in  Ireland,  and  by  the  deter 
raination  of  the  Judges  and  jurors,  that> 
crime  had  been  put  down  there,  and  that 
honest  men  had  now  a  little  chance  of 
living  in  security.     When  murder  was 
going   on   throughout   the   length    anda 
breath  of  the  land,  hon.  Members  belor , 
the  Gangway  took  care  not  to  denounce ' 
it ;  and  now,  whenever  there  was  a  rea- 
sonable case  against  the  murderers,  they 
vilified   the   Government   for  trying  tol 
bring  them  to  justice.     If  these  men  had,! 
not   committed   the   crimes   imputed  to  I 
them,  they  would  have  the   security  of 
beicg  tried  by  a  jury  of  their  country- 
men ;  and  it  was  perfectly  ridiculous  toi 
tell  the  House  about  jury-packing  under] 
the  present  law.  If  the  men  were  guilty,  | 
they  wovdd  be  convicted  ;   and   if  theyj 
were  not,  they  would  be  acquitted.  Andl 
hon.  Members  had  no  more  right  to  step] 
between  them  and  the  jury,  and  try  to] 
prejudice  the    House   in    their  favour,  [ 
than  he  should  have  were  ha  to  declare! 
that  they  wore  guilty,  and  ti'y  to  preju- 
dice the  House  against  them.    But  there] 
was  this  to  be  said.   He  knew  the  neigh-j 
bourhood  where  the   crime   was  oom-j 
mitted,  and  he  had  lived  in  the  county] 
in  spite  of  combination  and  intimidation,  f 
and  had  refused  to  be  driven  out  of  it.  ( 
There  was  a  foul  conspiracy  there  to  com- 
mit outrage,  and  murder  was  committudj 
there.     If  hon.  Gentlemen  chose  to  de- 
fend men  accused  of  murder,  the  condi- 
tion uf  their  minds  most  be  such  as  iio 
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did  not  envy,  and  their  conduot  was 
but  a  simple  waste  of  the  timo  of  the 
House,  for  they  had  not  adduced  a  single 
fact  that  was  not  already  known.  And 
as  to  the  persons  for  trial,  he  did  not 
think  they  would  be  benefited  by  it. 

Me.  sexton  said,  the  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Qeutioman  had  gone  through  a  very 
chivalrous  performance  ;  ho  was  for 
some  time  Member  of  Parliament  for 
the  county  in  which  these  unfortunate 
men  resided,  and  ho  said  that  he  lived 
in  the  county,  and  was  obliged  to  leave 
it.  That  might  be  true  in  a  certain 
sen.so ;  but  in  a  political  sense  he  had 
been  driven  out  of  it  when  be  became 
recreant  to  the  principles  of  his  life, 
and  he  (Mr.  Sexton)  could  assure  him 
that  the  sentiments  of  the  people  in 
Sligo  towards  him  were  such  that  the 

rdera  of  Debate  would  not  allow  him  to 
iscuss  them.      The   hon.   and  gallant 

ember,  either  by  the  profession  of 
arms,  or  from  some  other  source,  was 
entitled  to  be  called  "gallant"  in  that 
House ;  and  it  was  a  great  thing  for 
im  to  stand  up  there,  and  with  a  voice 
"which,  although  loud,  was  but  the  ex- 
ponent of  a  puny  intellect,  tu  declaim 
against  an  appeal  on  bohtilf  of  these  un- 
fortunate men  for  the  right  to  which 
they  were  entitled.  Ho  had  cast  iu- 
einuations  on  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the 
Gangway,  and  when  those  insinuations 
werefoundouthehadretiredbehindtlioso 
insinuations  ;  and  when  called  to  Order, 
refused  to  accept  the  obvious  moaning 
of  his  own  language — the  only  meaning 
of  which  that  language  was  susceptible 
— and  withdrew. 

Colonel  K1NG-HAEM,\N  :  I  never 

ithdrew  a  single  expression. 

Mr.  sexton  said,  the  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Gentleman  had  spoken  of  murder, 
and  tlie  advocates  of  murder.  Ue  (Mr. 
Sexton)  knew  as  much  of  Ireland  as 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman,  and  he 
preserved  quite  as  vivid  a  recollection  of 
the  scenes  which  had  taken  place  there 
'"uring  the  last  four  years.  He  knew 
that  Irish  Members  did  denounce 
murder,  and  not  murder  alone,  but 
they  denounced  the  smaller  fonus  of 
outrage  and  illogality ;  and  ho  know, 
,too,  that  men  who  denounced  murder 
nd  outrage  were  thrown  into  prison ; 
and,  further,  he  knew  that  when  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 

eretarj'  of  State  for   the   Home  De- 

xtment  aonounoed,  in  reply  to  a  QrUea- 


tion,  that  Mr.  Davitt  had  been  thrown 
into  a  cell  at  Portland,  \hc  House  shook 
with  the  cheers  of  hon.  (rentlemen. 

Colonel  KINO-HARMAN:  I  was 
not  a  Member  of  the  House  at  the  time. 

Mr.  sexton  said,  he  supposed  the 
hon. and  gallant  Gentleman  would  accept 
the  cheers  of  the  Tory  Party  on  that  oc- 
casion. There  was,  probably,  no  one 
more  glad  than  he  was  to  hear  of  the 
arrest  of  Michael  Davitt.  It  required  a 
strong  conscience  to  denounce  illegality 
when  the  landlords  did  nothing  to  help 
their  starving  tenants,  and  when  the  Go- 
vei-nment  rewarded  those  who  did  de- 
nounce it  with  a  convict  cell.  Would 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  say  that 
the  lantllords  helped  the  people  ? 

Colonel  KING-HAEMAN  :  I  say 
that  tliey  helped  tho  people  enormously. 

Mr.  SEXTON  :  I  say  that  when  the 
peasants  were  shivering  in  the  cold,  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  cut  off  the 
supply  of  turf. 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN  :  I  rise  to 
make  a  pei-sonal  exjilanation.  There 
is  not  the  slightest  foundation  for  that 
statement. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  will  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  replying. 

Mr.  SEXTON  said,  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  came  down  that  even- 
ing and  raised  his  voice  against  the  un- 
deniable rigiit  of  those  men  to  be  brought 
before  a  jury  even  of  Orangemen  in 
Sligo.  Did  they  say  a  single  word  in 
palliation  of  murder  or  outrage  ?  What 
was  their  contention  ?  Simply,  that  these 
men  who  were  in  prison  were  respectable 
men,  and  had  been  fo  throughout  their 
lives;  that  they  were  honourable  men, 
and  that  they  should  have  the  same 
right  of  having  their  case  brought  before 
a  j  ury  which  was  given  to  the  commonest 
foot-pad,  and  which  would  be  granted 
to  those  criminals,  nurt)ired  in  Dublin 
Castle,  whose  atrocities  were  now  tho 
horror  of  the  civilized  world.  They 
asked  nothing  but  what  was  right ;  and 
ho  trusted  tliatno  Member  of  that  House 
would  be  led  away  by  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member,  who  had  made  an 
attempt,  which  he  would  not  characterizo 
in  the  language  it  deserved,  to  inter|iose 
between  these  unfortunate  men  and  tho 
House  of  Commons  in  their  appeal  for 
justice. 

Colonel  KING-HAEMAN  said,  he 
wished  to  reply  to  one  portion  of  the 
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attack  made  upon  himself  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton),  and 
from  that  point  he  would  ask  the  Com- 
mittee to  judge  of  the  rest  of  the  hon. 
Member's  statements.  The  statement 
was  that  in  the  winter  of  1880-1,  when 
fuel  was  scarce,  he  took  the  opportunity 
of  cutting  off  the  supply  of  turf  from  his 
tenants.  Upon  his  honour — as  he  stood 
before  God— during  all  that  winter  he 
strained  every  nerve  to  supply  his 
tenants  with  fuel ;  he  never  charged 
them  a  single  6i. ;  he  put  down  every 
farthing  he  could  afford  to  raise  fuel  for 
them.  He  had  had  timber  cut  down, 
and  the  tenants  were  allowed  to  take 
away  every  root  and  branch  and  every- 
thing else  they  could  take,  and  there 
was  hardly  a  man  on  the  whole  property 
who  suffered  from  a  want  of  fuel.  And 
he  did  not  think  there  was  one  of  them 
who  at  the  end  of  the  winter  had  not 
thanked  him  for  what  he  had  done.  He 
had  done  his  best,  and  the  charge' 
brought  against  him  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber was  entirely  unfounded. 

Mk.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN  said,  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman's  contradiction 
turned  on  a  question  of  time ;  but  there 
was  a  period  when  the  turbary  was  taken 
away. 

Mb.  sexton  wished  to  add  a  word 
or  two  in  reference  to  a  certain  matter 
that  was  notorious  in  Hoscommon  and 
all  over  Ireland — namely,  the  correspon- 
dence which  was  published  in  The  Free- 
man's Journal,  in  which  it  was  shown 
that  those  who  previously  owned  this 
property  never  charged  the  tenants  for 
turbary  ;  but  the  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber avenged  himself  for  the  Land  Act  by 
putting  a  charge  on  the  turbary.  This 
was  exposed  in  The  Freeman's  Journal  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Mallow  (Mr. 
O'Brien),  who  had  never  made  an  accu- 
sation against  any  man,  whether  an 
ofQcial  or  not,  without  proving  it. 

Colonel  KING-HAEMAN  said,  this 
statement  was  made  in  The  Freeman's 
Journal,  but  he  had  proved  it  to  be  abso- 
lutely false,  and  he  was  willing  to  appeal 
from  the  hon.  Members  to  his  own 
tenants  as  to  what  he  had  done. 

Me.  HARRINGTON  said,  there  was 
a  matter  which  had  not  been  touched 
upon  by  any  of  the  previous  speakers, 
and  that  was  the  item  for  the  expenses 
of  Crown  Solicitors  in  connection  with 
crimes  in  Ireland.  He  wished  to  point 
out  to  the  Committee  that  one  of  the 

Colonel  Kti^'Harman 


greatest  injustices  inflicted  on  men  in 
Ireland  who  were  waiting  for  trial  was 
this  changing  of  the  venue,  which  threw 
upon  them  the  onus  of  bringing  their 
witnesses  down  and  keeping  them  for 
many  days  during  the  Assizes  at  enor- 
mous cost.  At  the  Winter  Assizes  many 
of  the  prisoners  were  removed  from  the 
different  counties  within  the  Circuit  to 
the  one  town  appointed  for  the  Province. 
He  would  take  the  case  of  the  prisoners 
awaiting  their  trial  in  Kerry.  When 
their  cases  came  on  they  were  removed 
to  Cork;  where  the  Winter  Assizes  were 
generally  held,  and  the  rule  at  the 
Assizes  as  to  prisoners  was  the  same  as 
with  regard  to  Special  Commissions  and 
generally  with  regard  to  cases  in  which 
the  venue  had  been  changed.  There  was 
a  case  in  the  past  year  in  which  a  num- 
ber of  prisoners  who  had  been  arrested 
in  Mayo  were  taken  for  trial  in  Cork. 
That  was  practically  disabling  those  un- 
fortunate men,  whatever  might  be  the 
charge  against  them,  or  whatever 
might  be  the  evidence  by  which  the 
Crown  was  able  to  sustain  the  charge, 
from  meeting  the  charge.  It  reduced 
them  to  this  position — that  to  get  any- 
thing like  a  fair  trial  they  would  have  to 
incur  enormous  expense,  which  men  of 
their  position  were  not  able  to  bear. 
That  inflicted  upon  them  great  hard- 
ships, and  even  the  risk  of  losing  their 
liberty,  because  they  were  unable  to 
bear  these  expenses.  He  believed  that 
it  was  provided  by  Statute  that  when 
prisoners  had  been  removed  by  a  change 
of  venue  it  should  be  competent  to  the 
Crown  to  pay  the  expenses  of  witnesses 
for  the  prisoners.  That  was  all  very 
well,  but  when  did  the  Crown  pay  these 
expenses?  Not  before  the  witnesses 
left  home  to  attend  the  trial ;  not  when 
they  reached  the  Assize  town  where  the 
trial  was  to  be  held,  but  after  the  trial 
was  over.  Then  the  Crown  would  pay 
the  expenses  of  any  witnesses  whom  the 
Crown  Solicitor  had  considered  neces- 
sary for  the  defence  of  the  prisoner,  but 
that  was  not  a  practice  in  accordance 
with  justice.  It  did  not  meet  the  justice 
of  the  case  to  pay  the  expenses  of  a 
prisoner's  witnesses  after  the  issue  had 
been  tried,  and  after  the  onus  had  first 
been  thrown  upon  the  prisoner  of  main- 
taining those  witnesses,  whether  few  or 
many,  for  many  weeks  in  some  cases, 
in  the  Assize  town.  Hardship  of  the 
gravest  nature  was  inflicted  in  that  way ; 
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and  he  knew  of  cases  in  which  prisoners 
had  been  absolntely  unable  to  bring  up 
the  witnesses  necessary  for  their  def  enco. 
Numerous  cases  of  this  kind  had  occurred 
— coses  in  which  prisoners  bad  witnesses 
who  would  have  been  able  to  prove  an 
olibi,  and  completely  rebut  the  evidence 
of  tlie  Crown.  The  Crown  officials,  of 
course,  looked  after  their  own  witnesses, 
brought  them  up  at  the  public  expense, 
provided  their  travelling  expenses,  and 
everything  else  ;  but  what  was  the  case 
with  regard  to  the  witnesses  whom  the 
unfortunate  prisoner  might  find  neces- 
sary ?  They  might  come  up  if  they 
desired  to  come ;  there  was  no  com- 
pelling them  to  do  so ;  and,  taken  as 
they  wore  from  a  liumble  rank  in  life, 
and  having  such  slender  means  as  they 
generally  had,  it  was  impossible  for  the 
prisoner  to  have  adequate  justice  done 
him  by  having  the  necessary  witnesses 
present,  except  by  the  aid  of  some  in- 
fluential friends  such  as,  unfortunately, 
rarely  assisted  them.  What  he  con- 
tended was  that  the  Crown,  where  it 
undertook  to  pay  the  expenses  of  a  pri- 
soner's witnesses,  should  do  precisely  what 
it  did  in  the  case  of  the  witnesses  for  the 
Crown.  TheSolicitiirfortheCrownshould 
obtain  from  the  pri.souer's  solicitor  a  list 
of  the  witnesses  whom  ho  con.sidered 
neces-sary  for  the  defence  of  the  prisoner, 
and  that  the  expenses  of  those  witnesses, 
or,  at  least,  a  reasonable  portion  of  the 
expenses,  should  be  given  to  tliom  before 
they  were  required  to  leave  their  homes 
to  go  long  distances  and  remain  for  long 
periods  at  the  Assize  town.  Suppose  a 
prisoner  required  a  dozen  witnesses  ;  he 
must  have  them  up  at  the  opening  of 
the  Assizes.  He  had  known  oases  in 
which  the  Assizes  lasted  three  weeks. 
In  Cork  they  had  more  than  once  ex- 
tended over  three  weeks.  A  prisoner 
must  assume  that  his  trial  would  come 
on  upon  the  opening  day  ;  and  he  must, 
therefore,  have  his  witnesses  up  on  that 
day.  They  must  now  come  up  at  his 
expense,  if  they  were  not  sufficieully  de- 
voted to  him  and  to  the  interests  of 
justice  to  come  up  at  their  own  expense. 
The  onut  of  bringing  them  up  was  thrown 
upon  the  prisoner ;  the  Assizes  might 
last  three  weeks,  and  be  might  have  to 
keep  them  there  all  that  time  at  his  own 
expense,  or  get  his  solicitor  to  maintain 
them  on  his  Dchalf.  That  provision  for 
paying  the  e.^peasos  of  a  prisoner's  wit- 
nesses was  absolutely  useless  and  worth- 
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less ;  because,  owing  to  the  money  not 
being  paid  until  after  the  trial,  the  wit- 
nesses for  the  defence  could  not  be 
brought  up  at  the  time  when  they  were 
necessarv'.  He  was  not  speaking  of  ab- 
stract matters  at  all,  but  of  cases  within 
his  own  knowledge.  He  knew  that 
cases  had  occurred  in  Sligo  County,  in 
which  prisoners  hod  been  taken  from 
Galway  to  Sligo,  and  kept  waiting  some 
weeks  for  their  trial,  and  their  witnesses 
were  knocking  about  the  streets  begging, 
in  the  endeavour  to  maintain  themselves 
until  the  trial  at  which  they  were  to  give 
evidence  should  come  on.  And  he  had 
known  of  cases  in  which  witnesses  had 
been  unable,  through  this  cause,  to  re- 
main in  the  Assize  town  long  enough  to 
give  their  evidence  in  defence  of  un- 
fortunate prisoners.  If  the  Crown 
wished  to  meet  the  justice  of  the  case 
they  must  make  pro\'ision  for  giving  to 
the  witnesses  for  a  prisoner  the  same 
facilities  for  travelling  and  maintenance 
as  they  gave  to  Crown  witnesses.  They 
took  great  care  of  the  witnesses  for  the 
Crown,  giving  them  travelling  expenses 
and  maintaining  them  in  the  Assize 
town  ;  but  they  told  the  prisoner  that  if 
he  was  rich  onouch  to  bring  up  his  wit- 
nesses for  his  defence  and  keep  them  as 
long  as  they  were  wanted,  then,  when 
the  case  was  over  and  he  had  been  con- 
signed to  n  cell  or  had  regoined  his  free- 
dom, the  Crown  would  consiiler  whether 
they  would  pay  for  those  witnesses.  If 
such  a  case  occurred  in  the  county  in 
which  the  pri.soner  was  arrested,  the 
grievance  would  not  be  so  great,  because 
the  witnesses  would  not  have  to  travel 
very  long  distances,  and  it  would  be 
easier  to  maintain  them ;  but  it  was 
unfair,  unjust,  and  contrary  to  every 
principle  of  equity  that  the  onus  should 
be  thrown  upon  a  prisoner  of  bringing 
witnesses  perhaps  200  miles  away  from 
home,  and  of  maintaining  them  tor 
weeks  in  the  town  to  give  evidence  for 
him,  when  he  should  have  been  tried  in 
the  county  in  which  he  was  arrested. 
He  hoped  they  would  have  some  state- 
ment from  the  Solicitor  General  for  Ire- 
land upon  this  point.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Oentleniau's  connection  with 
these  cases  had  not  been  a  very  long  one 
yet;  but  he  could  assure  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  tlint  he  could  quotn 
many  cases  in  Ireland  in  which  wit- 
nesses had  returned  home  from  the  Assize 
town  before  a  trial  had  come  on,  and 
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left  the  prisoner  to  his  fate,  simply  be- 
cause they  were  unable  to  maintain 
themselves,  and  the  prisoner,  owing  to 
his  position  in  life  and  having  no  friends 
to  assist  him,  could  not  maintain  them. 

Thb  solicitor  general  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walker)  said,  the 
point  to  which  the  hon.  Member  had 
called  attention  was  one  which  might 
produce  hardship  ;  but  the  hon.  Member 
surely  did  not  contend  that  in  every  case 
under  the  I'revention  of  Crime  Act  the 
expenses  of  witnesses  for  a  prisoner  had 
not  been  paid  until  after  the  trial  was 
over.  In  his  own  knowledge  that  was 
not  the  case ;  and  the  course  adopted  by 
the  Crown  in  regard  to  prisoners'  wit- 
nesses was  the  same  as  with  regard  to 
Grown  witnesses. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON  said,  he  had 
known  of  several  cases  in  which  applica- 
tions for  the  expenses  of  prisoners'  wit- 
nesses before  a  trial  had  been  refused. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  said 
the  coarse  adopted  was  the  same  in 
regard  to  Crown  and  prisoners'  wit- 
nesses. Undoubtedly  the  expenses  were 
paid  in  the  end;  but  Crown  witnesses 
were  taken  in  hand  at  once  by  a  police- 
man who  paid  their  railway  fares,  took 
them  to  lodgings,  and  paid  all  that  was 
necessary  until  they  were  paid  by  the 
Crown  on  the  close  of  the  trial.  But 
the  opposite  to  this  was  the  practice 
with  regard  to  the  witnesses  for  tho  de- 
fence. No  care  was  taken  of  them  un- 
less the  prisoner  had  sufficient  means  to 
maintain  them. 

Thr  solicitor  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walkkr  replied  that 
he  had  no  doubt  that  if,  in  such  a  case 
as  the  hon.  Member  had  mentioned, 
application  was  made  to  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  or  the  Solicitor  Ge- 
neral for  Ireland,  he  would  take  care 
that  the  exnonsos  were  provided. 

Mr.  ARTHTR  O'CONNOR  said,  he 
had  expoi-tod  thnt  tho  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  wouM  intimate  that  the  Oo- 
▼ernment  would  nn-onsidfr  their  position 
in  regard  to  this  matter ;  but  ho  hid 
been  disappointed,  for  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  had  confined  hiniv>lf 
to  observations  on  the  minor  point 
raised  by  the  hun.  Member  fur  AVetit- 
meath  (Mr.  IlarringtonV  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  Dublin  County 
(Colonel  King-IIannan'  sympathized 
Tory  warmly  with  the  persons  who  had 
been  murdered   io  Ireland    in    recent 
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years;   but  why  the  Lon.  and  gallant 
Member  reserved  all  his  sympathy  for 
those  persons  he  did  not  know.    He  and 
his  hon.  Friends  sympathized  with  men 
who  were  still  suffering  from  injuatico 
and   oppression.     The  men   whom  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for   Dublin 
County  had  denounced  were  men  who, 
in  the  theory  of  the  law,  were  at  that 
moment  innocent  men,  because  they  had 
not  yet  been  proved  guilty.    They  be- 
lieved those  men  could  not  be  proved 
guilty,    because    they  were    innocent. 
The  speech  of   the   hon.   Member  for 
East  Sussex  (Mr.  Gregory)  waa  to  an* 
Irish  Member  perfectly  disheartening. 
That  hon.  Member  presumed  that  every- 
body employed  under  the  Government 
was  acting  honestly,  conscientioualy,  and 
consistently;  that  whatever  the  Crown 
might  do  was  done  on  good  grounds ; 
that  there  was  ample  evidence  to  justify 
constant  remands  of  these  men,  and  that 
there  was  good  ground  for  supposing 
that  a  conviction  was  likely  to  follow. 
That  sort  of  view  was  calculated  to  drive 
Irish  Members  to  despair.  English  Mem- 
bers would  always  assume  that  whatever 
was  done  by  the  Crown  in  Inland  was 
beyond  challenge.    They  assumed  that 
French  was  an  immaculate  person,  al- 
though Irish  Members  had  denounced 
him  until  it  was  impossible  at  last  for 
the   Government   to   pretend   that  thoy 
had  any  faith   in  him.     They  had  df- 
nounced  Cornwall  in  the  same  way,  and 
now  he  was  abandoned.     They  had  de- 
nounced Bolton,  and  now  Bolton  had 
bpen  dealt  with  in  the  same  way.     Now, 
when  they  complained  of  the  treatment 
by  tho  Crown  of  these  unfortunate  pri- 
soners, there  was  the  same  presumption, 
always  readilv  springing  up  in  the  mind 
of   English  Members,  that  their  com- 
plaints were  uttt-rly  groundless,  and  that 
the  Crown  was  beyond  rebuke  in  regard 
to  its  action  in   Ireland.     They  must, 
therefore,  go  on,  as  they  had  in  the  past, 
and  endeavour  by  constant  iteration  to 
drive  into  the  minds  of  English  Mem- 
bers, who  were  not  partictilarly  quick  to 
comprehend     anything    from    Ireland, 
that  there  was  a  grievous  cause  of  com- 
plaint ;  and  however  long  it  might  be, 
and  however  hard  it  might  be,    they 
would  not  shrink  from  doing  their  duty 
in  that    House.      The  Committee  was 
about  to  proceed  to  the  discussion  of  a 
Scotch  measure.    That  might  be  of  groat 
importance  to  Scotchmen ;  but  they  most 
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excuse  Iri«h  Members  if,  In  the  dis- 
charge of  what  they  conceived  to  bo  their 
duty,  they  stood  some  time  longer  in  the 
way  of  the  Scotch  Bill  heinw  brought' 
before  the  House.  The  8i)licitor  Gene- 
ral for  Ireland  had  not,  in  his  opinion, 
given  a  satisfactory  declaration,  or  mani- 
fested that  readiness  to  be  considerate 
in  his  dealings  with  these  prisoners, 
which  a  fair-minded  aud  considerate 
man  ought  to  have  manifested.  Eng- 
lishmen ought  to  understand  that  the 
Irish  Members  were  6ghting  now  tlie 
same  fight  that  was  fought  by  ITampdcn 
and  his  friends  in  England.  They  were 
contending  now  for  those  principles 
which  the  learned  Selden  did  so  much  to 
engraft  upon  the  recognized  law  of  this 
country,  and  they  were  maintaining  fur 
these  1 1  unfortunate  men  at  Sligo  that 
right  which  was  established  beyond  ques- 
tion in  this  country  under  an  Act  of  Geo. 
in.,  which  providfid  that,  after  a  man 
had  been  committed,  he  should  have  an 
absolute  right  to  be  tried  at  the  next  on- 
suing  Tei-m,  or  Session,  or  Assize.  That 
right  was  withheld  from  those  men  ;  but 
it  was  a  right  which  was  admitted  and 
recognized  in  this  country,  and  they 
claimed  for  these  Irishmen  who  were 
now  committed  that  same  right  which 
was  unquestionably  the  birthright  of 
Englishmen.  They  had  not  yet  got  that, 
and  it  was  necessary  to  keep  on  hammer- 
ing away  as  best  they  could  by  the 
instrumentality  of  these  Estimates,  first 
of  all  upon  Parliament,  and  then  in- 
directly on  the  public  mind  of  England. 
However  long  it  might  take  them,  they 
must  pursue  that  course,  and  as  a  first 
step  he  begged  to  move  the  reduction 
of  this  Vote  by  the  first  item — namely, 
the  pay  of  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land and  his  allowances,  nnd  the  pay 
and  allowances  of  the  Solicitor  General 
for  Ireland,  £4,353. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

■  "That  a  Bom,  not  <>xcc?din^  £H,67R.  1>b 
gmntcd  to  Hdr  Mnjcsty.  to  complete  the  turn 
seoe«sary  to  defray  the  Chargo  which  will  corao 
in  course  of  piiymcnt  during  the  year  ending; 
ou  the  3l8t  diiy  of  March  188.5,  of  CriiiiinM 
Prosecutions  tind  other  Law  Chnrffcs  in  Ireland, 
including;  certain  Allowances  undea*  tho  Act  IS 
»nd  16  Vic.  c.  83."— (.Vr.  Arthur  O'Connor.) 

Mn.  DEASY  said,  he  was  glad  his 
hon.  Friend  had  moved  to  reduce  the 
Vote  by  the  salaries  of  the  Attorney 
General  and  Solicitor  General  for  Ire- 
land, because  he  wished  to  moke  some 


remarks  with  regard  to  their  conduct  in 
forcing  the  trial  of  prisoners  from  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  South  of  Ireland  on 
the  jurors  of  the  City  of  Cork.  Last  March 
he  had  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
House  the  manner  in  which  the  County 
and  City  of  Cork  were  treated  under  the 
Prevention  of  Crime  Act;  and  he  was 
Borry  to  have  to  say,  with  regard  to  the 
undertaking  which  he  then  understood 
theSolicitorGeneral  for  Ireland  to  give — 
namely,  that  no  further  jury-packing 
should  take  place — that  that  practice  still 
prevailed  as  much  as  ever.  It  had  again 
been  put  in  force  in  the  City  of  Cork,  and 
jurors  who  had  served  in  the  last  three 
or  four  Assizes  under  the  Prevention  of 
Crime  Act  had  again  been  summoned 
to  attend  the  present  Assizes.  He 
need  not  point  out  to  those  who  knew 
Ireland  the  serious  inconvenience  and 
loss  to  which  these  men  were  subjected 
by  being  drawn  from  their  business  day 
after  day,  though  they  were  scarcely 
over  permitted  to  act  on  a  jury.  Under 
the  old  system  the  penalty  for  non- 
nt  tendance  was  only  £2  ;  but  under  the 
Prevention  of  Crime  Act  it  was  £20, 
and  although  these  men  were  invariably 
told  to  stand  aside  by  the  SheritT,  yet 
they  wore  not  released  from  duty,  and 
if  they  failed  even  on  one  occasion  to 
answer  to  their  names  the  Judge  in- 
flicted the  full  penalty  of  £20.  lie  pro- 
tested against  that  practice,  and  against 
the  way  in  which  prisoners  who  had 
been  brought  to  Cork  for  trial  under  the 
Prevention  of  Crime  Act  were  treated. 
It  was  impossible  for  them  to  get  a  fair 
trial  under  tho  system  now  pursued. 
He  did  notsay  that  juries  empanuelled  in 
these  cases  went  into  the  box  with  a 
determination  to  bring  in  verdicts  of 
"guilty;"  but  they  were  eo  prejudiced 
by  pasjion  that  they  could  not  take  an 
impartial  view  of  any  case  of  an  agrarian 
character.  In  a  few  days  these  jurors 
would  again  be  called  upon  to  try  pri- 
soners ;  and  he  appealed  t<i  the  Solicitor 
General  for  Ireland  to  do  all  in  his  power 
to  prevent  these  juries  from  being 
packed,  and  to  prevent  Roman  Catholic 
jurors  in  Cork  from  being  insulted  when 
called  upon  to  act  as  jurymen.  There 
was  another  item  in  this  Vote  to  which 
he  wishi'd  to  call  attention,  and  that  was 
the  item  for  tho  expenses  in  connection 
with  actions  taken  against  Resident 
Magistrates,  Divisional  and  other  Jus- 
tioea,   and    the  Constabulary,   for  acta 
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left  the  prisoner  to  his  fate,  simply  be- 
cause they  were  unable  to  maintain 
themselves,  and  the  prisoner,  owing  to 
his  position  in  life  and  having  no  friends 
to  assist  him,  could  not  maintain  them. 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walkeu)  snid,  the 
point  to  which  the  hon.  Member  had 
called  attention  was  one  which  might 
produce  hardship  ;  but  the  hon.  Member 
surely  did  not  contfnd  that  in  every  case 
under  the  I'revention  of  Crime  Act  the 
expenses  of  witnesses  for  a  prisoner  had 
not  been  paid  until  after  the  trial  was 
over.  In  his  own  knowledge  that  was 
not  the  case ;  and  the  course  adopted  by 
the  Crown  in  regard  to  pris'oners'  wit- 
nesses was  the  same  as  with  regard  to 
Crown  witnesses. 

Mr.  HAURINQTON  said,  he  had 
known  of  several  cases  in  which  applica- 
tions for  the  expenses  of  prisonera'  wit- 
nesses before  a  trial  had  been  refused. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  said 
the  course  adopted  was  the  same  in 
regard  to  Crown  and  prisoners'  wit- 
nesses. Undoubtedly  the  expenses  were 
paid  in  the  end ;  but  Crown  witnesses 
were  taken  in  hand  at  once  by  a  police- 
man who  paid  their  railway  fares,  took 
them  to  lodgings,  and  paid  all  that  was 
Decessar}'  until  they  were  paid  by  the 
Crown  on  the  close  of  the  trial.  But 
the  opposite  to  this  was  the  practice 
with  regard  to  the  witnesses  for  the  de- 
fence. No  core  wos  taken  of  them  un- 
less the  prisoner  had  sufficient  means  to 
maintain  them. 

Thk  solicitor  general  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walkkr)  replied  that 
he  had  no  doubt  that  if,  in  such  a  case 
as  the  hon.  Member  had  mentioned, 
application  was  made  to  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  or  the  Solicitor  Ge- 
neral for  Ireland,  he  would  take  care 
that  the  expenses  were  provided. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  said,  he 
had  expected  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  would  intimate  that  the  Go- 
vernment would  reconsider  their  position 
in  regard  to  this  matter ;  but  he  hnd 
been  disappointed,  for  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  had  confined  himself 
to  observations  on  the  minor  point 
raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for  West- 
meath  (Mr.  Harrington).  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  Dublin  County 
(Colonel  King-Harman)  sympathized 
very  warmly  with  the  persons  who  had 
been  murdered   in   Ireland    in    recent 
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years ;  but  why  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  reserved  all  his  sympathy  for 
those  persons  he  did  not  know.  He  and 
his  hon.  Friends  sympathized  with  men 
who  were  still  suffering  from  injustice 
and  oppression.  The  men  whom  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Dublin 
County  had  denounced  were  men  who, 
in  the  theory  of  the  law,  were  at  that 
moment  innocent  men,  because  they  had 
not  yet  been  proved  pruilty.  They  be- 
lieved those  men  could  not  be  proved 
guilty,  because  they  were  innocent. 
The  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Sussex  (Mr.  Gregory)  was  to  an 
Irish  Member  perfectly  disheartening. 
That  hon.  Member  presumed  that  every- 
body employed  under  the  Government 
was  acting  honestly,  conscientiously,  and 
consistently ;  that  whatever  the  Crown 
might  do  was  done  on  good  grounds ; 
that  there  was  ample  evidence  to  justify 
constant  remands  of  these  men,  and  that 
there  was  good  gfround  for  supposing 
that  a  conviction  was  likely  to  fallow. 
That  sort  of  view  was  calculated  to  drive 
Irish  Members  to  despair.  English  Mem- 
bers would  always  assume  that  whatever 
was  done  by  the  Crown  in  Ireland  was 
beyond  challenge.  They  assumed  that 
French  was  an  immaculate  person,  al- 
though Irish  Members  had  denounced 
him  until  it  was  impossible  at  last  for 
the  Government  to  protend  that  they 
had  any  faith  in  him.  They  had  de- 
nounced Cornwall  in  the  same  way,  and 
now  he  was  abandoned.  They  had  de- 
nounced Bolton,  and  now  Bolton  had 
bpen  dealt  with  in  the  same  way.  Now, 
when  they  complained  of  the  treatment 
by  the  Crown  of  these  unfortunate  pri- 
soners, there  was  the  same  presumption, 
always  readily  springing  up  in  the  mind 
of  English  Members,  that  their  com- 
plaints were  utterly  groundless,  and  that 
the  Crown  was  beyond  rebuke  in  regard 
to  its  action  in  Ireland.  They  muet, 
therefore,  go  on,  as  they  had  in  the  past, 
and  endeavour  by  constant  iteration  to 
drive  into  the  minds  of  English  Mem- 
bers, who  were  not  particularly  quick  to 
comprehend  anything  from  Ireland, 
that  there  was  a  grievous  cause  of  com- 
plaint ;  and  however  long  it  might  be, 
and  however  hard  it  might  be,  they 
would  not  shrink  from  doing  their  duty 
in  that  House.  The  Committee  was 
about  to  proceed  to  the  discussion  of  a 
Scotch  measure.  That  might  be  of  great 
importance  to  Scotchmen  ;  but  they  must 
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©xousG  Irish  Mombors  if,  in  the  dis- 
charge of  what  they  conceived  to  bo  their 
duty,  they  stood  some  time  longer  in  the 
•way  of  the  Scotch  Bill  being  brought' 
before  the  House.  The  Solicitor  Gene- 
ral for  Ireland  had  not,  in  his  opinion, 
given  a  satisfactory  declaration,  or  mani- 
fested that  readiness  to  be  considerate 
in  bis  dealings  with  these  prisoners, 
which  a  fair-minded  and  considerate 
man  ought  to  have  manifested.  Eng- 
lishmen ought  to  understand  (hat  Jhe 
Irish  Members  were  fighting  now  tlie 
same  fight  that  was  foustht  by  Hampden 
and  his  friends  in  England.  They  were 
contending  now  for  those  principles 
which  the  learned  Solden  did  so  much  to 
engraft  upon  the  recognized  law  of  this 
country,  and  they  were  maintaining  for 
these  1 1  unfortunate  men  at  Sligo  that 
right  which  was  established  beyond  ques- 
tion in  this  country  under  an  Act  of  Geo. 
III.,  which  providnd  that,  after  a  man 
had  been  committed,  he  should  have  an 
absolute  right  to  be  tried  at  the  next  en- 
BuingTerm,  or  Session,  or  Assize.  Tiiat 
right  was  withheld  from  these  men  ;  but 
it  was  a  right  which  was  admitted  and 
recognized  in  this  country,  and  they 
claimed  for  these  Irishmen  who  were 
now  committed  that  same  right  which 
was  unquestionably  the  birthright  of 
Englishmen.  They  had  not  yet  got  that, 
and  it  was  necessary  to  keep  ou  hammer- 
ing away  as  best  they  could  by  the 
instrumentality  of  these  Estimates,  first 
of  all  upon  Parliament,  and  then  in- 
directly on  the  public  mind  of  England. 
However  long  it  might  take  them,  they 
must  pursue  that  course,  and  as  a  first 
Btep  he  begged  to  move  (he  reduction 
of  this  Vote  by  the  first  item — namely, 
the  pay  of  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land and  his  allowances,  and  the  pay 
and  allowances  uf  the  Solicitor  General 
for  Ireland,  £4,353. 

Motion  made,  and  (Question  proposed, 

"That  a  sam,  not  exceeding;  £44,(578,  be 
gnnted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  completo  the  tium 
neccxsary  to  defray  the  t'liargo  wlu'ch  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  3l8t  day  of  Jl.irch  18S5,  of  ('riminal 
Prowciitions  and  other  Law  Chiirgca  in  Ireland, 
including  certain  Allownnoes  under  tbo  Act  15 
and  16  Vic.  c.  83."— {-Vc  Arthur  O'Connor.) 

Mr.  BEASY  said,  he  was  glad  his 
hon.  Friend  had  moved  to  reduce  the 
Vote  by  the  *:»laries  of  tlie  Atturnoy 
General  and  Solicitor  General  for  Ire- 
land, because  he  wished  to  make  some 


remarks  with  regard  to  their  conduct  in 
forcing  the  trial  of  prisoners  from  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  South  of  Ireland  on 
the  jurors  of  tlie  City  of  Cork.  Last  March 
he  had  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
House  the  manner  in  which  the  County 
and  City  of  Cork  were  treated  under  the 
Prevention  of  Crime  Act;  and  he  was 
sorry  to  have  to  say,  with  regard  to  the 
undertaking  which  he  then  understood 
theSolieitor(ieneral  for  Ireland  to  give — 
namely,  that  no  further  jurj'-packing 
should  take  place — that  that  practice  still 
prevailed  as  much  as  ever.  It  had  again 
been  put  in  forcie  in  the  City  of  Cork,  and 
jurors  who  had  served  in  the  last  three 
or  four  Assizes  under  the  Prevention  of 
Crime  Act  had  again  been  summoned 
to  attend  the  present  Assizes.  He 
need  not  point  out  to  those  who  knew 
Ireland  the  serious  inconvenience  and 
loss  to  which  the.se  men  were  subjected 
by  being  drawn  from  their  business  day 
after  day,  though  they  were  scarcely 
ever  permitted  to  act  on  a  jury.  Under 
the  old  system  the  penalty  for  non- 
attendance  was  only  £2  ;  but  under  the 
Prevention  of  Crime  Act  it  was  £20, 
and  although  these  men  were  invariably 
told  to  stand  aside  by  the  Sheriff,  yet 
they  were  not  released  from  duty,  and 
if  they  failed  even  on  one  occasion  to 
answer  to  their  names  the  Judge  in- 
flicted the  full  penalty  of  £20.  He  pro- 
tested against  that  practice,  and  against 
the  way  in  wliich  prisoners  who  had 
been  brought  to  Cork  for  trial  under  the 
Prevention  of  Crime  Act  were  treated. 
It  was  impossible  for  them  to  get  a  fair 
trial  under  the  system  now  pursued. 
He  did  not  say  that  juries  empanuulled  in 
these  cases  went  into  the  bos  with  a 
determination  to  bring  in  verdicts  of 
"guilty;"  but  they  were  so  prejudiced 
by  pasiion  that  they  could  not  take  an 
impartial  view  of  any  case  of  an  agrarian 
character.  In  a  few  days  tbese  jurors 
would  again  be  called  upon  to  try  pri- 
soners ;  and  he  appealed  to  the  Solicitor 
General  for  Ireland  to  do  all  in  his  power 
to  prevent  these  juries  from  being 
packed,  and  to  prevent  Roman  Cutholio 
jurors  in  Cork  from  being  insulted  when 
called  upon  to  act  as  jurymen.  Thero 
was  another  item  in  this  Vote  to  which 
he  wished  to  call  attention,  and  that  was 
the  item  fjr  the  expenses  in  connection 
with  actions  takeu  against  Resident 
Magistrates,  Divisional  and  other  Jus- 
tices,  and   the  Constabulary,   for  acts 
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done  in  the  executioa  of  their  duty. 
How  much  of  this,  ho  wished  to  know, 
had  been  spent  in  conducting  the  case 
of  Constable  Griitia  at  Cork  Assizes,  for 
the  balance  of  2«.  7Jrf.  blood  tax  ?  The 
circumstances  wero  as  follows  : — A  gen- 
tleman, named  Hallissoy,  in  Cork,  had 
had  to  leave  the  country  some  time 
ago,  because  he  was  "Boycotted;"  but 
before  he  left  a  large  force  of  police 
wore  quartered  in  the  district  where  ho 
lived,  and  the  cost  of  these  policemen 
levied  on  that  district.  The  farmers  re- 
fused to  pay  it,  and  one  of  them  living 
near  Mallow  had  a  mule  taken  for  the 
debt  .This  mule  was  put  up  for  auction 
by  Constable  Griffin  and  bought  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Wostmoath  (Mr.  Har- 
rington) for  2\d.  This  left  a  balance 
due  of  2«.  7irf.,  which  Constable  Griffin 
Bought  to  recover  before  the  Judge  of 
Assize,  but  failed,  the  jury  having  given 
a  verdict  for  the  defendant.  He  {Mr. 
Deasy)  should  like  to  know  how  much 
of  the  expenses  under  this  head  had 
been  devoted  to  paying  counsel  in  the 
case?  It  would  be  interesting  to  know 
how  much  this  2>.  7Jd.  had  cost  tho  Go- 
vernment. There  was  another  matter 
under  Sub-head  D  to  which  he  wished 
to  draw  attention.  Some  months  ago, 
a  case  was  brought  before  the  Eivers- 
town,  near  Cork,  Petty  Session,  in  which 
an  Emergency  man  was  charged  with 
having  fired  at  a  famiex  with  intent  to  kill 
him.  The  Crown  Prosecutor  refused  to 
prosecute  the  Emergency  man  ;  and  the 
result  was  that  the  magistrates,  who, 
from  their  Orange  leanings,  were  on 
the  side  of  the  landlord,  did  not  send  the 
case  for  trial.  He  was  in  favour  of  re- 
ducing the  Vote  on  account  of  the  case  he 
hiidcited;  and  when  the  Dinsion  had  been 
taken  upon  the  Motion  of  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Queen's  County  (Mr.  A. 
O'Connor)  he  (Mr.  Deasj')  should  cdu- 
Bider  the  propriety  of  asking;  the  Com- 
mittee to  reduce  it  by  £300,  which 
he  believed  was  the  salary  of  the 
Crown  Prosecutor  in  that  part  of  the 
county  of  Cork  in  which  the  case  to 
vhic-h  he  had  referred  occurred.  As  to 
the  case  which  the  Committee  had  been 
considering  all  that  evening,  he  did  not 
■wieh  to  say  much ;  but  he  had  personal 
knowledge  of  the  fact  that  on  the  arrest 
of  Mr.  Fitzgerald  that  gentleman's  soli- 
citor's agent  was  not  permitted  to  see 
him  in  Sligo  Gaol.  His  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Mallow  (Mr.  O'Brien) 

Mr,  Decuy 


asked  a  Question  on  the  subject  in  thu 
House,  and  the  answer  given  by  the 
Chief  Secretary  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  was 
that  the  police  made  all  possible  in- 
quiries as  to  whether  the  agent  wa8 
authorized  by  the  prisoner's  solicitor  to 
interview  him  in  Sligo  Gaol ;  and  they 
wore  unable  in  the  course  of  21  hours  to 
ascertain  whether  the  man  was  really 
a  solicitor's  clerk  or  not.  He  (Mr. 
Doasy)  met  the  clerk  on  his  way  from 
Sligo,  and  he  gave  a  different  account 
altogether  of  what  took  place.  The  clerk 
stated  that  the  policemen  kuew  him  well ; 
but  told  him  that  they  were  instructed 
by  the  authorities  not  to  permit  any- 
one, even  the  solicitor  himself,  to  see 
Mr.  Fitzgerald.  He  (Mr.  Doasy)  hoped 
the  discussion  which  had  taken  place 
would  have  the  effect  of  bringing  about 
either  tho  release  of  the  prisoners  or 
their  speedy  trial.  There  would  be  no 
ilifScult}-  at  all  in  trying  the  prisoners 
in  the  City  of  Cork;  and  hitherto  tho 
Government  had  not  objected  to  bring- 
ing prisoners  from  all  parts  of  Ireland 
to  Cork  to  be  tried.  The  case  of  the 
Tubbercurry  prisoners  was  an  excep- 
tional one ;  and  there  was  not  one  on 
tho  Irish  Benches  who  would  object  to 
have  the  prisoners  tried  even  by  an 
Orange  jury  in  that  city,  if  the  alterna- 
tive was  indefinite  imprisonment  with- 
out trial ;  but  he  supposed  tho  Goveni- 
meut  would  keep  the  men  in  confinement 
a  little  longer,  in  the  hope  that  they 
might  get  such  evidence  ag^ainst  them 
as  would  lead  a  jury  to  convict  them, 
it  being  quite  oleiir  that  no  such  evidence 
was  then  in  the  possession  of  the  Crown. 
If  the  men  were  not  brought  to  trial 
immediately,  surely  it  was  not  unrea- 
sonable to  ask  that  they  should  be  libe- 
rated on  bail.  If  Mr.  Fitzgerald  were 
liberated  on  bail,  or  gave  his  word 
that  he  would  not  leave  tho  country,  he 
would  be  as  sure  to  appear  when  called 
upon  as  he  would  now  that  he  was  shut 
up  in  Sligo  Gaol.  Although  he  (Mr. 
Deasy)  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  the 
othor  prisoners,  he  believed  the  same 
could  be  said  of  them.  Why  was  it, 
therefore,  that,  perhaps  in  a  week  or  so, 
only  two  out  of  1 1  might  bo  released  ? 
It  had  been  said,  in  palliation  of  the 
action  of  the  Government  in  the  case, 
that  throe  of  the  prisoners  wero  already 
on  bail  in  the  nominal  sum  of  £25  each. 
He  did  not  regard  the  admission  of  the 
three  men  to  bail  as  any  great  cunoee- 
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eion  on  the  part  of  the  Government. 
The  people  of  Ireland  could  not  be 
expected  to  have  contidence  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  law  if  these  unfor- 
tunate men  wore  kept,  month  after 
month,  and  perhaps  year  after  year,  in 
prison,  so  that  the  Government  might 
01?  able  to  trump  up  a  case  against  them. 
He  hoped  that  before  the  debate  closed, 
and  he  did  not  propose  that  it  should 
dose  for  some  time,  the  Committee  would 
receive  some  more  satisfactory  assurance 
from  the  Government  than  they  had 
done  up  to  the  present.  He  behoved 
that  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  could,  even  at  the 
eleventh  hour,  give  them  the  assurance 
that  the  Tubbercurry  prisoners  would 
be  treated  justly  and  fairly  much  would 
be  done  to  bring  about  the  early  Pro- 
rogation of  the  Session.  It  could  not 
be  expected  that  the  Irish  Members 
would  go  back  to  Ireland  without  being 
able  to  show  that  they  had  done  every- 
thing in  their  power  to  see  that  ju.stice 
was  meted  out  to  the  men  who  had  been 
80  long  and  unjustly  conlined  within  the 
walls  of  Sligo  Gaol. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided :  — Ayes  29  ; 
Noes  126:  Majority  97. — (Div.  List, 
No.  192.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  small  said,  he  thought  all 
Members  were  agreed  that  some  expla- 
nation ought  to  be  afiforded  of  the  item 
of  £5,6.00,  which  represi>nted  the  office- 
expenses  of  the  Crown  Solicitors.  To 
admit  of  an  explanation  being  afforded 
by  the  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  he 
moved  to  reduce  the  Vote  by  £4,000. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £45,031,  bij 
gninttd  to  Uer  ll.'ijesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  coarse  of  payment  during;  the  year  ending 
on  the  SlHt  day  of  March  1886,  of  Criminal 
Prosecutions  and  other  Law  Charges  in  Ireland, 
including  certain  Allowances  under  the  Act  15 
and  18  Vic.  c.  83."— (J/c.  Smalt.) 

CoLoxEL  NOLAN  said,  that  perhaps 
he  might  trespass  upon  the  time  of  the 
Committee  before  the  Solicitor  General 
for  Ireland  replied  to  his  hon.  Friend, 
as  he  wished  to  call  attention  to  a  iwiiit 
he  had  on  previous  occasions  brought 
before  the  House.  He  noticed  that  there 
was  a  great  deal  of  money  put  down  for 
Jjaw  Officers ;  but  only  a  small  sum  was 


charged  for  jurors.  Now,  he  had  always 
contended  that  jurors  should  be  paid  as 
woU  as  counsel.  Counsel  were  paid 
large  sums  of  money;  and  why  should 
the  jurors  who  had  to  assist  in  trials  be 
absolutt'ly  out  of  pocket  in  consequence 
of  their  attendance  in  Court?  In  his 
county  jurors  were  summoned  in  large 
numbers  to  attend  the  Court  in  the  town 
of  Gal  way.  Many  of  them  had  to  travel 
so  far  as  1 6  statute  miles,  and  they  had 
to  pay  their  expenses  the  whole  way. 
He  did  not  propose  exactly  that  the 
jurors  should  be  paid  money  in  pocket ; 
but  he  thought  that  at  least  the  Crown 
should  pay  them  their  travelling  ex- 
penses, and  so  much  to  cover  their  hotel 
bills.  Jurors  were  fully  entitled  to  the 
payment  he  suggested,  because  they  had 
to  give  up  their  time,  which  at  this  time 
of  the  year — harvest  time — especially 
was  very  valuable  ;  and  if  farmers  gave 
up  their  time  they  had  done  a  great 
deal  for  the  country.  As  he  had  said, 
the  jurors  in  Ireland  were  summoned  in 
large  numbers,  and  a  great  many  of 
them  were  objected  to.  They  had,  how- 
over,  to  remain  in  Court.  Under  such 
circumstances,  it  would  be  far  better  not 
to  bring  them  in,  because  they  would 
then  be  saved  considerable  trouble  and 
expense.  If  the  Crown  were  obliged  to 
pay  jurors  their  travelling  expenses  and 
-so  much  a  day,  he  was  convinced  that 
too  many  would  not  be  summoned.  It 
was  really  high  time  that  the  Executive 
Government  in  Ireland  should  pay  some 
attention  to  this  matter.  He  had  no 
doubt  it  would  be  said  that  jurors  were 
not  paid  in  England,  and  why  should 
they  bo  paid  in  Ireland  '  He  was  not 
sure  they  should  not  be  paid  in  Eng- 
land ;  but,  anyhow,  the  case  of  Ireland 
was  very  different.  In  England,  jurors 
were,  as  a  rule,  men  in  good  positions ; 
and,  besides,  the  Circuits  were  very  con- 
veniently arranged.  Yorkshire,  for  in- 
stonce,  was  divided  into  three  Hidings, 
and  the  railway  facilities  were  very 
great.  In  Ireland,  however,  the  jurors 
were  required  to  travel  very  long  dis- 
tances, and  very  frequently  th«>y  liad  to 
do  so  by  roiid.  Ho  submitted  to  the 
Irish  Low  Officers,  and  also  to  the  Prime 
Minister,  whom  he  was  glad  to  see  iu 
his  pluce,  that  some  arrangement  should 
lit  least  be  made  by  whicti  Irish  jurors 
could  be  paid  their  travelling  expenses 
and  hotel  bills,  because  it  was  not  do- 
fended  for  n  minute  that  jurors  shuuld 
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have  to  pay  hard  cash  out  of  pocket  for 
tboir  attendance  in  Court.  There  was 
another  reason  whj'  jurors  in  Ireland 
ought  to  be  paid.  Unfortunately,  the 
weight  of  the  Irish  jury  system  fell,  in 
almost  all  eases,  on  the  farming  class. 
Somehow  or  other  the  landlords  escaped 
the  duty  of  serving  on  juries;  and  they 
either  lived  out  of  Ireland,  or  they  had 
certain  occupations  which  exempted  Ihem 
from  serving ;  and  most  of  the  profes- 
sional men  were  exempted  also.  The 
consequence  was  that  a  great  deal  too 
much  jury-work  was  thrown  on  the 
farmers,  upon  whom,  as  long  as  they 
were  ohliged  to  pay  their  own  expense', 
the  duty  was  a  very  heavy  tax.  He 
hoped  the  Law  Officers  would  take  this 
great  practical  grievance  into  their  serious 
consideration. 

Sir  JOHN  HAY  rose  (at  20  minutes 
to  12  o'flork)  to  move  to  report  Pro- 
gress. He  pointed  out  that  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Sitting  an  arrange- 
ment was  made  that  at  half- past  1 1  Pro- 
gress should  be  reported,  in  order  that 
the  Burgh  Police  and  Health  (Scotland) 
Bill  should  be  taken  into  consideration. 
He  understood  that  the  discussion  upon 
this  Vote  was  likely  to  last  some  con- 
siderable time  longer;  and  if  that  wore 
so,  it  would  be  extremely  inconvenient 
to  Scotch,  and  other  Members,  that  they 
should  be  kept  in  attendance  until  the 
small  hours  of  the  morning,  in  order  to 
consider  the  merits  of  such  an  important 
measure  as  that  he  had  mentioned.  He 
was  sorry  to  interfere  with  the  Business 
of  the  Committee;  but,  under  the  circum- 
stances, he  felt  bound  to  move  to  report 
Progress. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — (Sir  John 

my.) 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  said,  the  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  knew  A'ery 
well  that  such  engagements  as  to  which 
he  had  alluded  were  made  in  perfect 
good  faith,  but  that  some  latitude  must 
be  allowed.  The  Government  would 
not  ask  very  much  latitude ;  but  it  must 
be  borne  in  mind  that  they  had  not  yet 
taken  the  Vote.  Under  the  circum- 
stanoes,  and  having  disposed,  as  the 
Committee  had  done,  of  several  import- 
ant Amendments  to  tlie  Vote,  he  hoped 
that  more  time  would  be  allowed  to- 
night in  which  it  might  ho  possible  to 

Colonel  Nolan 


take  the  Vote.  The  Government  would 
not  trespass  upon  the  patience  of  hon. 
Members  too  much. 

Sir  JOHN  HAY  asked  leave  to  with- 
draw his  Motion. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Question  again  proposed, 

"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £46,031,  he 
grantud  to  Her  Miijesty,  to  complete  the  gum 
neceaaary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
incoiiraeof  payment  during  tho  year  ending  oa 
Iho  3Ut  day  of  llareh  18S5,  of  Criminal  I'rose- 
cutiona  und  other  Iavi  Charges  in  Ireland,  in- 
cluding certain  Allowances  under  the  Act  16  and 
16  Vice.  8a."— (Jtfr.  Small.) 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walker)  said,  that  in 
reply  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Small), 
he  bad  simply  to  say  that  the  Crown 
Solicitors  undertook  certain  duties,  and 
they  were  paid  fised  salaries.  The  ques- 
tion which  was  raised  by  the  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Gentleman  the  Member  for  County 
Galway  (Colonel  Nolan)  was  a  very  large 
one.  It  was,  indeed,  a  question  of 
general  policy,  and  therefore  did  not  lie 
witliiu  the  province  of  any  Law  Officers; 
it  could  not  be  dealt  with  by  any  ad- 
ministrative official. 

Mb.  SMALL  said,  the  item  he  referred 
to  was  the  allowance  for  office  expenses 
of  Crown  Solicitors.  He  wished  to  know 
what  those  expenses  were  ? 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walker)  said,  the 
item  represented  the  salaries  of  the 
clerks  which  Crown  Solicitors  were  ob- 
liged to  keep,  in  order  that  they  could 
discharge  their  duties  properly. 

Mb.  HARRINGTON  said,  there  was 
one  other  case  to  which  he  wished 
to  direct  the  attention  of  the  Chief 
Secretary  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  and  the 
Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
Walker).  From  time  to  time  he  had 
drawn  attention  to  the  case — namely, 
that  of  the  failure  of  justice  in  the  pro- 
secution instituted  by  the  Government 
against  Colonel  Digby,  a  landlord  in 
the  county  of  Westmeath.  The  ease 
curiously  illuetrated  the  manner  in  which 
the  law  operated  with  regard  to  the 
different  classes  in  Ireland.  If  a  poor 
person  had  been  involved,  no  difficulty 
would  have  been  experienced ;  but  it 
was  simply  because  the  man  concerned 
was  a  landlord  and  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
that  the  Crown  had  found  themselves 
wholly  unable  to  bring  him  to  justice. 
Aa  early  as  the  commencement  of  tho 
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Session  his  attention  was  drawn  to  a 
case  where  this  gentleman  made  a  doli- 
berato  attempt  to  obtain  arrears  by 
fraud — by  lodging  an  affidavit,  and 
getting  a  certain  number  of  tenants  to 
]oin  him  in  it,  alleging,  falsely,  that 
rent  was  due  to  him.  8ome  time  after 
that,  attention  was  called  to  another 
case  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Monaghnn 
(Mr.  Healy) ;  and  Colonel  iJigby  then 
saw  the  danger  of  the  course  he  was 
entering  upon,  and  wrote  to  the  Land 
Commissioners,  after  they  had  certified 
him  that  the  Court  was  prepared  to  fix 
the  arrears,  to  say  that  he  had  made  a 
mistake  in  the  case.  This  was  when 
attention  was  drawn  to  the  case  of  John 
Burke,  the  Surveyor  General  in  Dublin. 
It  was  strange  that  the  Solicitor  to  the 
Land  Commissioners  acceded  to  the  ap- 
plication of  Colonel  Digby  to  have  the 
case  withdrawn.  The  Commissioners  had 
before  them  the  affidavits  sworn  by  the 
landlord  and  by  the  tenants ;  and  though 
he  had  made  his  formal  application,  the 
Land  Commissioners,  having  before  them 
the  clearest  evidence  of  an  attempt  to 
commit  a  fraud,  allowed  the  withdrawal 
of  the  application,  and  never  took  the 
slightest  step  to  bring  the  offender  to 
justice  for  an  attempt  at  fraud.  This 
was  in  itself  a  very  extraordinary  case, 
and  it  showed  how  the  whole  tystem  of 
officials  and  official  life  in  Ireland  worked 
for  the  benefit  of  one  class  of  people  as 
against  the  benefit  of  another  class,  and 
how,  with  perfect  impunity,  a  certain 
doss  of  men  occupying  high  soiial  posi- 
tions in  Ireland  did  what  they  liked  to 
trample  on  the  laws,  and  to  commit  in- 
justice and  attempt  embezzlement.  When 
the  facts  were  brought  under  his  notice, 
as  the  Representative  of  the  county,  he 
had  drawn  the  attention  of  the  Land 
Commissioners  to  them,  lie  had  pointed 
out  the  early  period  at  which  the  afii- 
davit  had  been  made  by  the  landlord 
and  the  tenants,  and  had  laid  before 
the  Land  Commissioners  two  depositions 
sworn  to  by  tenants,  in  which  they  stated 
that  Colonel  Digby  had  entered  into  a 
treaty  with  them  to  endeavour  to  de- 
fraud the  Court ;  that  he  had  told  them 
they  were  fools,  and  that  ho  could  get 
money  for  them  from  the  Court.  The 
tenants  aUo,  in  these  depositions,  stated 
that,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  very  pointed 
demands  of  this  gentleman  for  his  rent, 
they  had  borrowed  the  money  to  pay 
him;    nud  that,  therefore,  they  them- 


selves believed,  the  money  having  been 
borrowed,  that  they  had  acted  in  bona 
fid»».  How  about  the  position  of  the 
landlord  ?  Here  was  a  Grand  Juror  of 
Wostuieath  swearing  falsely  that  arrears 
of  rent  were  due,  and  getting  these  men 
also  to  swear  an  affidavit  in  the  matter. 
The  attention  of  the  Land  Commis- 
sioners had  been  specifically  drawn  to 
the  case.  At  first  they  decided  it  as  an 
application  to  discharge  the  case  from 
Court,  and  they  made  no  effort  to  bring 
the  offender  to  justice.  Several  months 
afterwards,  when  he  brought  it  again 
under  the  attention  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, drawing  their  attention  to  that 
settion  of  the  Act  which  invested  them 
with  the  power,  where  an  attempt  had 
been  made  to  commit  a  fraud  on  the 
Court,  to  proceed  against  the  person  so 
attempting  to  commit  a  fraud.  Not 
alone  did  the  Act  empower  the  Commis- 
sioners to  take  action  where  a  person 
had  committed  a  fraud,  but  where  he 
had  attempted  to  do  so.  The  Commis- 
sioners did  not  move  themselves,  and 
when  he  brought  the  facts  clearly  be- 
fore their  notice  through  a  solicitor  in 
Dublin,  in  whose  charge  he  gave  the 
case,  the  Commissioners  refused  to  move 
one  step  in  the  matter.  It  would  be  a 
long  time  before  the  impression  was  re- 
moved from  the  minds  of  the  people  of 
Ireland  that  these  Commissioners,  to 
whom  they  had  given  the  power  of 
settling  rents  in  Ireland,  if  they  made 
themselves  the  friends  of  the  landlords 
by  refusing  to  punish  them  for  fraud, 
would  equally  make  themselves  the 
friends  of  the  landlords  when  appeals 
were  lodged  against  decisions  in  favour 
of  tenants.  He  (Mr.  Harrington)  had 
felt  it  necessary,  when  the  Land  Com- 
mission refused  to  take  up  the  case,  to 
send  all  the  documents  to  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland.  It  was  complained 
in  another  case  that  evidence  had  not 
been  given ;  but  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  could  not  raise  such 
a  plen  in  this  matter,  because  all  the 
evidence,  including  depositions  sworn 
before  the  magistrates,  and  the  rent  re- 
ceipts, clearly  establishing  the  fraud, 
had  been  submitted  to  him.  Well,  after 
some  time,  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land did  move  in  the  business,  ond  sent 
down  the  Crown  Solicitor  for  Westmeath 
to  examine  into  the  circumstaucos  of  the 
case,  with  the  result  that  a  pro.secution 
was  instituted  against  Colonel  Digby  for 
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r  attemptinc'  fraudulently  to  obtain  arrears 
'frf)m  the  Land  Commissioners  in  respect 
of  two  tenants.   M'hat  happened  ?  Why, 
at  the   Petty  Sessions  where   the   cose 
was    tried,    the    Besident    Magistrate 
attended,  and  with  Lim  two  locnl  Jus- 
tices, one  of  whom  put  in  an  appeai-ance 
for  the  first  time  for  two  years.     Mark 
this  fact.     For  a  period  of  two  years  this 
dispenser  of  justice,  this  officer  of  the 
law  in  Ireland,  had  not  put  in  an  ap- 
pearance in   thot  local   Petty  Sessions 
Court ;  but  he  came  down  on  this  occa- 
sion, when  one  of  his  friends  was  in  a 
little  trouble,  to  shield   him  from  that 
justice  which   he  was  supjiosed  to   be 
there  to  administer.     The  second  of  the 
two  local  magistrates,  he  was  informed, 
had  not,  until  the  occasion  in  question, 
attended   at   tho   Petty   Sessions  for   a 
period  of  nine  months.     He  was  a  very 
irregular   attendant   at    the   Court — he 
very  rarely  turned  up.     At  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  hearing  of  the  case,  the  trial 
having  proceeded  upon  only  one  of  the 
attempts  at  fraud,  one  of   the  tenants 
was   examined,    and    the   rent  receipts 
were  produced  in  Coiii't ;   and  because 
Colonel  Digby  had  written  this  letter  to 
the  Land  Court,  withdrawing  his  appli- 
cation, or  endeavouring  to  save  himself 
from  the  consequences  of  his  action,  the 
two  local  Justices  founded  their  decision 
upon  that  fact,   and  refused    to  return 
him  for  trial  at  the  Assizes,  though  the 
Hesident  Magistrate  expressed  an  opi- 
nion the  other  way,  and  was  strongly  in 
favour  of  committing  the  man  for  trial. 
Justice,  therefore,  was  not  done  in  the 
case.     He  (Mr.  Harrington)  believed  it 
was  competent  for  the  Resident  Magis- 
trate to  have  committed  Colonel  Digby 
for  trial,  in  spite  of  the  local  magistrates ; 
and,  if  that  were  so,  it  was  surprising 
that    he    had    not    done    it.      He   did 
not  know  whether  he  was  right  in  his 
statement  of  the  law  ;  but  he  believed 
it    was    competent    for    the    Besident 
Magistrate,  even  where  the  local  magis- 
trates did  not  concur,  to  have  received 
the  informations  and  have  returned  the 
case  for  trial  at  the  Assizes.     He  (Mr. 
Harrington)  had  put  a  Question  to  tho 
Government  in  the  House  on  this  case. 
He  had  asked  whether  they  intended  to 
prosecute,  and  a  further  step  had  been 
taken.     The  Grand  Jury  of  Westmeath 
had  been  asked  to  present  a  bill ;  but 
they  had  decided  in  favour  of  Colonel 
L)igby,    and   had  saved   him  from  the 


Mr-  Harrington 


consequences  of  the  heinous  crime  of 
endeavouring  to  embezzle  a  sum  from 
the  Treasury.     The  Grand  Jury  threw 
out  the  bill.     It  was  competent  for  the 
Crown    to  move   to  change  the  venue 
from   the  County  of  Westmeath;    but 
they  had  done   nothing   at   all   of  the 
kind.    They  had  not  changed  the  venue, 
and  up  to  the  present  time  they  '^nA 
taken  no  stop  whatever  to  endeavour  to 
bring    this    gentleman   to  justice.      A 
stronger  case  had  since  come  to  light, 
and  stronger  facts  had  been  gatbered. 
Immediately  after  the    bill   had   been 
thrown  out  by  the  Grand  Jury,  he  (Mr. 
Harrington)  had  received   information 
directing  his  attention  to  a  case  whero 
not  alone  was  an  effort  made  by  this 
gentleman  to  abstract  money  from  the 
Laud  Court,  but  where  he  succeeded  in 
getting  it.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant had  admitted  the  facts  so  far  as 
this — that,  in  tho  instance  pointed  out, 
application   was    made   for    arrears   of 
rent  which  were  alleged  to  be  due,  and 
that  at   the   time   the  application  was 
made  this  man  had  actually  disposed  of 
his  interest  in  the  holding — that  when 
he  had  made  the  application,  he   had 
sold  the  holding  to  a  tenant  who  had 
promised  to  pay  him  the  amount  of  the 
rent  due.     Now,  this  was  a  case  where 
there  could  be  no  question  at  all  as  to 
intention.     The  question  raised  before, 
in  the  other  case,  was  as  to  the  intent  to 
defraud.    Here,  however,  whero  tho  man 
received    the   money  and   pocketed   it, 
there  could  be  no  question  of  the   in- 
tention.     He    (Mr.    Harrington)    con- 
tended that  a  most  unfortunate  impres- 
sion would  be  produced   in  the   minds 
of  the  people  of  Ireland  if  the  Govern- 
ment showed  they  were  unable  to  bring 
men  to  justice  when  they  attempted  a 
fraud   and  admitted  —  as  they  seemed 
inclined  to  do  in  this  case — that   they 
were  wholly  unable  to  bring  to  justice 
men    of    high    social   position   who   at- 
tempted   to    swindle    the   Government. 
Would  the  Crown  attempt  to  bring  this 
man  to  justice — would   they,  as  they 
had    done    in    the    case   of    so    many 
agrarian  crimes  in  Ireland,  change  the 
venue  and  bring  the  man  to  trial  out- 
side his  own  county,  where   he  would 
not  be  on   the  Grand  Jury  and   have 
brother  jurors  to  protect  him  ? 

Mb.  TEEVELYAN  :   Thia  ia  a  ease 
which,  eo  far  as  it  relates  to  Members 
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of  the  Government  and  officers  whose 
salaries  aro  being  considered,  can  bo 
doalt  with  in  one  sentence.  The  charge 
is  against  Justices  of  the  Peace,  who 
are  unpaid,  and  against  mombors  of  the 
Grand  Jury,  who  are  unpaid  likewise. 
The  main  charge  is,  that  this  gentle- 
man attempted  to  take  money  corruptly 
from  the  Exchequer  —  attempted  first, 
and  then  obtained  it  afterwards.  What 
was  the  action  of  the  Government  ? 
Why,  in  the  first  instance,  they  applied 
for  information  from  the  Bench  of 
Magistrates.  The  magistrates  refused 
to  give  it,  and  there,  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  events,  the  case  would  havi> 
stopped.  But  the  Government,  thinking 
the  ease  important,  went  further.  They 
sent  the  case  up  to  the  Grand  Jury 
without  obtaining  information  from  the 
magistrate.'*,  and  the  Grand  Jury  threw 
the  bill  out.  The  Governmont  may, 
therefore,  be  said  to  have  exhausted  all 
the  means  at  their  disposal  for  obtain- 
ing a  conviction. 

Mb.  HARRINGTON  :  Why  did  you 
not  change  the  venue  ? 

Mr.  TKEVELYAN:  That  would 
Lave  been  improper  at  a  lime  whon 
there  was  no  reason  to  suspect  fa- 
vouritism. The  Government  made  full 
use  of  all  the  documents  placed  in  their 
hands  on  the  previous  occasion.  The 
Crown  Solicitor — who  is  the  only  person 
concerned  whose  salary  we  are  now  con- 
sidering— was  not  to  be  blamed.  Tho 
Government  aro  still  considering  the 
matter — they  are  obtaining  information 
and  explanations.  If  they  are  satis- 
factory, the  case  will  stand  as  at  present ; 
if  they  are  not,  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  will  adopt  the  best  means  for 
bringing  about  a  prosecution.  Until  he 
has  the  full  ease  before  him,  it  is  im- 
possible to  say  what  may  be  done. 

Sir  HERBERT  MAXAMiLL  said, 
he  roso  to  move  that  the  Chainnan  do 
report  Progi-ess,  aud  ask  leave  to  sit 
again.  He  should  be  very  much  sur- 
prised indeed  if  the  Scotch  Members 
were  satisfied  with  the  attempt  the  Prime 
Minister  had  made  to  release  himself 
from  tho  engagement  he  had  deliberately 
entered  into  in  the  hearing  of  every 
Member  of  the  House  with  reference  to 
the  Burgh  Police  and  Health  (Scotland) 
BUI.  What  reason  had  the  right  hou. 
Gentleman  given  for  it?  Why,  that 
the  Government  had  not  obtained  any 
money.    Why  had  thoy  not  obtained 


money  ?  Because  of  their  determined 
defence  of  a  position  for  three  hours — 
their  defence  of  a  position  which,  in  the 
end,  thoy  had  abandoned— surrendered 
to  hon.  Gentlemen  sitting  behind  them. 
The  Scotch  Members  were  not  respon- 
sible for  that.  He  believed  the  Scotch 
Members  would  join  with  him  in  re- 
fusing to  have  their  Business  postponed 
to  such  a  late  hour.  The  Burgh  Police 
and  Health  fScotland)  Bill  was  a  con- 
siderable Bill,  cousistiug  of  329  clauses. 
It  was  opposed,  and  could  not  be  taken 
after  halt -past  12 — that  was  to  say,  in 
anothor  20  minutes  it  could  not  come  on. 
It  was  opposed,  not  by  Members  repre- 
senting Scotch  constituencies,  but  by 
an  hon.  Member  representing  an  English 
borough. 

TitE  CHAIRMAN:  The  hon.  Member 
cannot  discuss  tho  position  of  the  Bill 
on  the  Question  that  I  report  Pi-ogress. 

Sib  HERBERT  MAX  WELL:  I  want 
to  point  out  that  the  Bill,  being  blocked, 
cannot  be  brought  on  after  half -past  13. 
I  move  to  report  Progress. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — (Sir  Her- 
bert Maxwell.) 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  I  think  the 
speech  we  have  just  heard  might  very 
well  have  been  spared,  coming  from  a 
Scotch  Member  who  desires  to  save  time, 
aud  to  prevent  this  Bill,  being  blocked. 
I  will  not  reply  to  his  kind  compliment 
to  me,  that  I  have  endeavoured  to  escape 
from  my  engagement.  I  think  there  are 
very  few  in  this  House  who  will  agree 
with  him  in  that  charge.  I  do  not  think 
I  am  capaljle  of  endeavouring  to  escape 
from  an  engagement. 

Sir  HERBERT  M.VXWELL  :  The 
right  hon.  Gen— [CriM  of  "Order!  "] 

Mk.  GLADSTONE  :  Tho  hon.  Ba- 
ronet has  had  his  say.  The  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  opposite  (Sir 
John  Hay)  kindly  and  courteously  ad- 
mitted the  force  of  what  I  said  ;  and 
I  have  actually  suggested  to  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  that  it  was  time  for  us 
to  say  we  might  now  report  Progress 
and  bring  on  the  Bill.  I  shall  say  no 
more.     Progress  will  be  reported. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit 
again  To-morrow. 
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BBVENXTE,    &0,   (LICENCK,    &0.) 
Coniidfred  in  Committee. 

(In  the  CommittM.) 

1 .  Suohtd,  That  it  is  expedient  to  Bnthoriso 
the  imposition  of  an  Excise  Duty  of  five  shil- 
lings  and  three  pence  for  the  sale  of  Tobacco 
in  Kailway  Carriages. 

2.  Rciolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise 
the  Commissioners  of  llor  Majesty's  Treasury 
to  direct  tu  be  written  off,  the  claim  of  the  Ex- 
chequer for  any  sum  due  in  account  from  the 
Post  Office,  in  respect  of  the  excess  of  the  ex- 
penses of  granting  and  managing  Government 
Annuities  over  and  above  the  fees  received. 

Eesolulions  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 

BURGH  POUOE  AND   HEALTH  (SCOT- 
LAND) {Tf-eommilled)  BILL.— [Bill  296.] 
{Tht  Lord  Adroeate,  Mr.  Solicitor  Oeneral  for 
Scotland.) 
COMSaTTEE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chair." 

Me.  M'LAEEN  said,  that  though  he 
had  given  Notice  of  opposition  to  this 
stage,  he  had  no  desire  to  oppose  it  in 
any  disagreeable  spirit,  as  he  understood 
it  was  tlie  wish  of  the  majority  of  the 
Scotch  Members  that  the  Bill  should  be 
proceeded  with  as  far  as  possible  at  that 
late  period  of  the  Session.  But  ho 
thought  it  right  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  very  great  importance 
of  this  measure,  as  well  as  to  its  enor- 
mous length.  It  was  a  Bill  of  over  500 
clauses,  which  dealt  in  the  most  drastic 
and  severe  fashion  with  every  phase  of 
life  in  urban  districts  in  Scotland  ;  and 
such  a  Bill  seemed  to  him  to  deserve  a 
greater  degree  of  attention  in  that  House 
than  it  had  received  or  was  likely  to  re- 
ceive. It  interfered  with  the  liberty  of 
every  citizen  in  Scotland  in  his  domestic 
and  public  relations;  and  it  was  singular 
that  the  discussion  of  the  Bill  had  not 
taken  place  in  any  public  shape.  Hon. 
Members  who  had  received  the  Report 
of  the  Select  Committee  to  which  the- 
Bill  was  committed  would  observe  that 
the  first  Division  in  Committee  was  on 
the  question  whether  reporters  should 
be  admitted,  and  he  was  surprised  to  see 
that  the  Committee  decided  to  deal  with 
the  Bill  with  closed  doors.  He  believed 
it  was  a  fact  that  during  all  these  days 
the  Bill  had  been  under  discussion,  nut 
one  single  day's  proceedings  had  been 


reported  in  any  of  the  Scotch  newspapers. 
The  Committee  was  so  appointed  as  to 
supply  the  place  of  the  Grand  Commit- 
tee. Well,  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand 
Committees   were   reported,  thoir  busi- 
ness being  conducted  with  open  doors; 
but  not  so  in  the  case  of  this  Bill.     In 
1882,  a  large  number  of  Private  Bills 
were  introduced  by   the  authorities   of 
English    and   Scotch   boroughs,    going 
over  much  tlie  same  ground  as  the  pre- 
sent Bill ;  and,  thanks  to  the  energy  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Stock- 
port (Mr.  Hopwood),  those  Private  Bills 
were   referred  to   a   Select  Committee, 
presided  over  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  North  Hampshire 
(Mr.  Sclater-Booth).     As  a  Member  of 
that  Committee,  he  (Mr.  M'Laren)  was 
bound  to  say  that  the  attention  given  to 
those  Bills,  of  far  less  relative  import- 
ance than  the  present  measure,  was  far 
greater  than  the  attention  given  to  this 
Bill.     He  did  not  wish  to  disparage  the 
Select  Committee  on  the  Police  Bill;  but 
the  Police  and  Sanitary  Committee  of 
1»8'J   took   evidence   in    regard  to  the 
clauses  which   were   now  to  be  passed 
without  the  slightest  discussion  in  this 
measure.    The  Local  Government  Board 
had  suppliefl.  memoranda  with  regard  to 
all    parts  of  the   Bills.     Gentlemen  at- 
tended   from    the    Local     Government 
Board,  and  gave  their  opinion  as  to  the 
effect  of  these  clauses.     They  cross-exa- 
mined these  gentlemen  with  considerable 
minuteness,  and  also  numerous  Medical 
Officers,  Otttcers  of  Health,   Aldermen, 
Town  Councillors,  and  all  who  came  up 
in  support  of  the  Bills,  the  result  being 
that   a   vast    number   of    clauses    were 
struck  out  which  now  appeared  in  this 
larger  measure.    Ho  admitted  there  was 
a  difference  between  the  Bills  of  1882 
and  the  present  measure.     The  Bills  in 
1882  were  Private  Bills,  and  the  Com- 
mittee had   proceeded   on  the  principle 
that  it  was  not  right  to  discuss  in  Private 
Bills  matters  affecting  popular  liberty, 
and  which  ought  to  be  dealt  with  by 
the    Whole   House.     Ho  admitted  this 
was  a  Public  Bill,  and  that  it  was  per- 
fectly right  to  deal  with  all  these  ques- 
tions in  it ;  but  he  did  appeal  to  English 
as  well  as  to  Scotch  Members — was  it 
possible  lor  a  Bill  of  500  clauses,  at  that 
period  of  the  Session,  to  meet  with  tho 
attention  it  deserved  V    He  did  not  wish 
to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House  in  de- 
bating  tho  clauses  of  the  Bill,  therefore, 
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he  ■would  say  nothing  -whatever  about 
them.  When  the  Speaker  left  the  Chair 
— as  he  would  shortly—  he  should  not 
hesitate  to  press  the  Aniendtnonts  of 
■which  he  had  given  Notice;  and  he 
trusted  his  hon.  Friends  and  other  Scotch 
Members  who  had  given  Notice  of 
Amendments  would  do  the  same.  He 
felt  sure  that  his  right  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  the  Lord  Advocate  would,  under 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case, 
be  disposed  to  make  such  concessions 
as  he  could  in  these  particular  clauses. 
If  that  were  not  done,  he  (Mr.  M'Laren) 
■was  confident  in  the  wisdom  of  "an- 
other place,"  and  he  hnd  very  little 
doubt  that  the  Bill  would  receive  very 
severe  treatment  if  ever  it  left  the  door 
of  this  House.  He  should  not  press 
the  Amendment  of  which  he  had  given 
Notice. 

Mr.  HOPWOOD  said,  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman opposite  (Sir  Herbert  Maxwell) 
seemed  to  think  that  he  (Mr.  Hopwood) 
owed  an  apology  to  the  House  for  inter- 
fering in  this  matter,  because  he  was  an 
English  Member  who  had  undertaken  to 
call  attention  to  this  Bill,  which  proposed 
to  deal  with  Scotland  alone.  But  he 
supposed  the  hon.  Member  had  no  ob- 
jection to  Englishmen  travelling  in  or 
residing  in  Scotland;  and  it  did  seem 
necessary  that  English  Members  of  Par- 
liament should  take  under  their  care  the 
laws  which  greeted  them  when  they  ar- 
rived in  Scotland.  Nobody  disputed  the 
fact  that  Scutch  Members  had  a  perfect 
right  to  interfere  in,  and  to  endeavoiu- 
to  improve,  English  legislation.  With 
this  short  apology,  he  would  just  say  a 
word  or  two  on  the  action  he  had  ven- 
tured to  take  in  this  matter.  His  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  who  had  just  sat 
down  had  described  what  was  done  by 
a  former  Committee.  His  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  had  rendered  excellent 
service  on  that  Committee,  and  so  also 
did  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Wolverhampton  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler) ; 
and  the  same  Gentlemen,  with  other 
Members  of  the  House,  rendered  great 
service  in  going  through  a  number  of 
Bills.  They  hnd  spent  30  days  in  going 
through  those  Bills  relating  to  Jilngland. 
The  Scotch  Members  who  sat  on  the 
Committee  upon  the  Scotch  Bills  devoted 
a  number  of  days  to  the  work,  no  doubt ; 
but  they  had  not  sought  to  bring  the 
measure  into  harmony  with  English  law, 
■vyhioh  iras  what  ho  wanted  to  see  done, 
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as  much  as  possible,  in  these  matters, 
and  the  result  was  that  there  would  be 
different    laws  for  the  two   countries. 
He  quite  admitted  that  it  was  impos- 
sible for  that  House  to  effect  this  in  Com- 
mittee ;  but  it   was  possible  for  him  to 
make  some  protest  upon  tho  subject ;  and 
he  thought  it  was  right  that  he  should 
do  so,  because,  with  all  respi-ct  for  the 
hon.  Members  who  supported  this  mea- 
sure,   there   was  in  Scotland  a   notion 
among  the  higher  orders  of  men  —  the 
baillies,  magistrates.  Commissioners,  and 
such  like — that  arbitrary  powers  were 
to  be  placed  in  their  hands  and  in  the 
hands  of  the  police  to  guide  and  govern 
everybody   in   minute  relations  of  life. 
He    would    avoid    going     into    details 
generally  ;  but  he  wished  in  severol  re- 
spects   to    invite    the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  condition  of  things.     Most 
of  the  provisions  of  this  measure  were, 
he  believed,   founded  upon  the  various 
Improvement     Bills    which    had    been 
passed  into  law  for  various  burghs  in 
Scotland,  and  some  of  these  Improve- 
ment Bills  had  been  of  the  most  arbi- 
trary description.     He  was  aware  that 
the    Lord    Advocate   had   considerably 
modified  some  of  these  provisions — pro- 
visions of  such  a   character   that  they 
strongly  attracted  attention  in  the  case 
of  several  Scotch  towns,  and  provisions 
which   were   far    more    arbitrary    than 
those   sought  to  be  brought  in  by  the 
Muuicioal  Authorities  of  i'^nglish  towns. 
It  was  this  which  brought  about  that 
reference   to  the  Select  Committee  on 
which  his  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  H.  H.  Fow- 
ler)   did    such     excellent    service.     A 
short    review    of    what   was    intended 
to  be  done  by  some  of  these  provisions 
would  certainly  prove  interesting.  There 
were    police    regulations    as    to    light- 
ing  and    cleansing    on    the    staircases 
of   "common  dwellings,"    and   so    on. 
That  was  a  specimen  of  the  minuteness 
with  which  they  condescended  to  such 
small  matters  in  Scotland — nothing  was 
to  be  done  without  tho  police,  and  the 
public  authority  insisted  on  the  carry- 
ing out  of  the  details  of  the  private  rela- 
tions of  people  under  the  terror  of  penal- 
ties.   Then  there  were  orders  for  licens- 
ing porters  and   news-vendors.     There 
was  no  such  thing  as  free  trade — every- 
body was  to  be  dependent  on  the  good- 
will of  a  couple  of  magistrates,  as  would 
be  found  on  reference  to  Clause   360. 
That  was  the  sort  of  thing  that  was  to 
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find  its  way  into  an  Act  for  the  whole  of 
Scotland.  It  was  thought  nPcoBsary  to 
provide  power  to  break  into  n  house  in 
case  of  fire — that  was  how  they  legislated 
for  Scotland — though  he  should  have 
thought  that  the  very  necessity  of  the 
matter  provided  law  and  excuse  enough, 
Then  he  absolutely  found  that  if  a  swim- 
mer passed  certain  boundary  posts,  when 
he  came  back  he  would  iind  himself  in 
the  hands  of  the  police,  and  would  be 
fined  40». !  That  was  the  sort  of  thing 
which  ran  through  the  Bill  throughout. 
He  should  abstain  from  going  into  de- 
tails, though  they  would  make  hie  case 
very  much  stronger.  There  were  a  series 
of  bye-laws  for  controlliug  old  clothes 
dealers,  and  ho  protested  against  any 
burgh  being  allowed  to  frame  such  a 
series  of  byo-lnws,  even  though  the 
high  sanction  of  the  Sheriff  was  required 
to  be  given  to  them  before  they  were  to 
have  the  force  of  law.  He  found  that 
the  only  chock  upon  all  this  was  that  it 
was  to  be  not  repugnant  to  the  law  of 
Scotland.  But  he  supposed  that  every 
fresh  enactment  was  in  a  sense  repug- 
nant to  the  existing  law,  because  it  was 
a  new  law  ;  and  if  these  burghs  were  to 
be  permitted  to  control  all  these  various 
matters,  and  others  which  he  did  not 
specify,  because  other  Members  might 
call  attention  to  them  bye  and  bye,  the 
situation  would  be  intolerable.  Then 
there  was  authority  to  repeal,  to  alter, 
and  to  re-enact  these  bye-laws,  so  that 
there  might  be  a  perpetually  shifting 
body  of  law.  It  was  true  that  most  of 
these  provisions  had  reference  to  humble 
trades  and  occupations,  where,  perhaps, 
the  poverty  of  the  people,  or  their  low- 
ness  in  the  social  scale,  might  render 
thempowerlosstoobject;  and  he  protested 
on  behalf  of  poor  Scotchmen,  just  as  he 
would  on  behalf  of  poor  Englishmen, 
against  their  being  made  subject  to 
shifting  bye-laws  ap.d  to  various  penal- 
ties to  be  altered  at  the  will  of  the 
Commissioners  when  sanctioned  by  the 
Sheriff.  Then  ho  came  to  the  sanitary 
provLsions,  and  he  would  commend  them 
to  the  attention  of  any  hon.  Member  as 
a  perfetl  curiosity.  He  believed  these 
sanitary  provisions  were  not  considered 
stiff  enough  for  one  or  two  towns  which 
already  had  more  severe  ones  of  their 
own ;  but  they  presented  a  remarkable 
curiosity  in  legislation,  as  anyone  might 
see,  by  looking  at  the  clauses  follow- 
ing the  321  St.      He  did  not  intend  to 
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go  through  them  in  succession ;  but 
ho  thought  he  might  pronounce  them 
to  be  exceedingly  arbitrary.  He  found 
that,  having  named  certain  infectious 
diseases,  for  the  notification  of  which 
provision  was  made,  there  was  power 
given  to  the  Commissioners,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Board  of  Supervision — 
which  was  something  like  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  in  this  country — to  add 
any  other  infectious  disease  to  the  num- 
ber of  those  specifically  mentioned. 
Then  there  were  powers  to  remove  per- 
sons, to  prevent  the  spread  of  infectious 
diseases ;  and  all  that  had  to  be  done  was 
to  get  a  certificate,  signed  by  a  medical 
officer,  for  the  removal  from  a  house  of 
all  the  residents  therein  who  were  not 
suffering  from  the  disease.  The  whole 
thing  depended  upon  the  discretion  of  a 
medical  officer.  Ho  would  ask  hon. 
Jfemliers  how  they  would  like  to  inflict 
such  tt  law  upon  their  own  friends  and 
families —  to  apply  it  to  their  own 
houses  ?  Here  was  a  single  medical 
officer,  who  might  be  a  first  class  man, 
or  who  might,  on  the  other  hand,  be  a 
very  inferior  man  ;  and,  at  all  events,  as 
a  rule,  he  would  be  u  man  who  had  his 
spurs  to  win,  for  the  best  medical  men 
were  not  likely  to  take  these  appoint- 
ments— and  upon  the  certificate  of  that 
man  a  whole  family  might  be  removed 
at  his  will  and  pleasure.  Of  course,  it 
was  argued  that  this  sort  of  thing  could 
only  be  done  on  the  jiroduction  of  a 
certificate  signed  by  a  medical  officer; 
but,  on  the  production  of  such  a  certifi- 
cate, any  magistrate  might  make  the 
order.  Then  there  were  powers  as  to 
the  disinfection  of  premises,  and  so  on. 
Of  course,  all  these  provisions  were  per- 
fectly futile  and  tiseless  in  the  case  of 
persons  who  hud  good  houses  of  their 
own,  and  who  might  bo  as  daring  and 
as  reckless  as  they  pleased  ;  but  thoso 
who  happened  to  be  rather  poor,  and 
who  had  not  a  house  to  themselves,  but 
dwelt  with  others,  could  not  call  their 
house  their  own,  or  be  free  from  the  In- 
spector or  the  medical  officer,  who  might 
harass  them  in  any  way  ho  pleased.  Ho 
would  give  another  specimen.  It  waa 
provided  that  no  one  must  deposit  ia 
any  midden  anything  that  might  com- 
municate any  infectious  disease.  He 
would  abstain  from  reading  the  clause, 
for  decency  would  not  allow  it ;  but  it 
was  Clause  328.  Many  of  the  powers 
given  were  such  as  could  be  much  better 
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carried  out,  not  by  legislative  enact- 
ment, but  by  coaxing;,  and  by  moral 
authority ;  and  to  give  to  a  magistrate 
power  to  tear  away  from  a  family 
those  who  were  most  dear  to  it,  whe- 
ther living  or  dead,  and  uU  at  the  will 
of  a  medical  oCBcer — these  were  things 
which  he  must  most  strongly  jirotest 
against.  lie  believed  that  the  sanitary 
regulation  of  the  burghs  of  Scotland 
could  be  much  better  provided  for  with- 
out all  these  terrors  and  penalties,  or  the 
placing  of  such  extensive  powers  in  the 
hands  of  the  police.  One  of  these  sani- 
tary regulations  he  shijuld  like  to  draw 
attention  to  for  a  moment.  It  provided 
that  any  person  who  took  in  washing, 
and  whose  house  contained  anyone  sup- 
posed to  be  suffering  from  an  infectious 
disease,  was  liable  to  a  penalty  for  al- 
lowing the  linen  to  go  back  from  her 
house.  That  affeeted  the  poor  laundress; 
and  here  ho  wished  to  point  out  how 
little  the  other  side  of  the  case  was 
thought  of,  for  he  did  not  find  any  pro- 
hibition against  those  who  employed  the 
laundress.  A  man  who  had  a  house  of 
his  own,  and  who  was  rich  enough  to 
order  the  linen  to  be  sent  out,  might 
have  a  child  laid  up  with  measles  or 
scarlet  fever,  and  might  recklessly  send 
the  whole  of  the  linen  used  by  that  child 
to  the  laundress,  and  infect  her  family 
with  the  disease ;  but  if  the  laundress 
did  it  she  was  liable  to  a  penalty. 
That  was  Clause  230.  AVhat  he  com- 
plained of  was  that  nothing  was  left  to 
personal  prudence.  Then  he  came  to  the 
offences,  beginning  at  Ulause  392,  and 
they  really  formed  a  curiosity  of  legal 
study.  He  could  hear  an  hon.  Friend 
rather  boasting,  as  if  these  were  patterns 
to  be  followed ;  but  he  could  only  say 
that  if  such  enactments  were  to  be  ap- 
plied to  England,  he  hoped  that  all  the 
old  women  of  the  streets  would  stand  up 
in  revolution  against  them.  He  would 
mention  one  provision  a.s  a  matter  of 
curiosity.  If  anyone  used  in  any  way 
whatever  any  sham  bank  note,  whether 
it  was  done  in  sport  or  not,  he  would  be 
liable  to  be  charged  &»  for  an  offence  in 
Scotland.  Then,  in  the  street  regula- 
tions, great  care  was  taken  in  pointing 
out  on  which  side  of  the  street — whether 
on  the  right  or  the  left — a  man  sliould 
be  permitted  to  di-ive  a  cart ;  and,  by 
Bub-section  9  of  Clause  393,  a  penalty 
was  provided  for  the  man  who  was 
driving  a  cart  slowly,  and  who  would  not 


get  out  of  the  way  quickly  enough  for 
a  swift  carriage,  perhaps  driven  by  some 
imperious  follow.  It  was  also  provided 
that  prostitutes  and  street-walkers  phould 
be  liable  to  penalties,  if  they  loitered  about 
or  importuned  passengers;  and  that  any- 
body who  habitually  or  persistently  im- 
portuned or  solicited  women  or  children 
should  be  liable  to  penalties.  This  was 
the  first  time  that  such  a  provision  had 
ever  been  put  into  u  Bill ;  and  it  did 
seem  to  be  carrying  the  law  to  a  point 
tliat  had  never  been  reached  before. 
At  the  same  time,  he  was  rather  glad  to 
see  that  men  who  habitually  or  per- 
sistently importuned  were  to  be  put  on 
a  more  equal  footing  with  the  other  sex 
for  breaking  the  laws  of  morality.  He 
did  not  see  why  the  law  should  not 
be  a  little  levelled  down,  to  put  men 
and  women  more  on  an  equality  in 
this  matter.  Then  he  found  it  was 
an  otlence  to  place  a  flower  pot  in 
an  upper  window  without  a  sufficient 
guard  to  it  to  prevent  accidents,  or  for 
anyone  to  throw  from  a  roof  any  slate 
or  brick.  Surely,  these  things  might 
be  left  to  the  natural  protection  afforded 
bj'  the  fact  that  the  man  who  did  this 
sort  of  thing  was  liable  to  damages  for 
any  accident  that  might  happen,  and 
that  fact  generally  induced  people  to  act 
with  sufficient  caution.  If  an  injury 
was  caused,  then  let  the  conduct  of  tho 
offending  person  be  an  offence.  He  did 
not  wish  to  waste  tlie  time  of  the  House, 
and  he  thought  he  had  justified,  to  some 
extent,  what  he  undertook  to  do.  He 
found  it  was  provided  that  no  one  under 
the  age  of  14  years  should  drive  any- 
thing, or  be  in  charge  of  any  vehicle, 
or,  he  supposed,  should  even  hold  a 
horse  for  a  horseman.  Then  he  turned 
to  disorderly  houses.  He  did  not  wish 
to  dwell  on  that  subject ;  but  he  main- 
tained that  the  whole  policy  piu-sued  in 
that  matter  was  to  put  things  into  the 
hands  of  the  police,  and  everybody  knew 
the  difFiculty  and  danger  that  ensued 
from  that.  When  the  police  were  em- 
ployed for  these  matters  very  great 
risks  were  run.  The  proper  biisiness  of 
the  police  was  to  preserve  order  and  to 
detect  crime ;  and  when  they  were  pro- 
vided with  inducements  to  watch  these 
houses  and  control  them  they  be- 
came a  source  of  manifest  danger  to  tho 
country,  for,  possessing  tho  power  of 
laying  informations,  or  infonumg  their 
superiors  of  the  existence  of  these  placis, 
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it  waa  not  to  ha  expected  that  men  who 
were  being  paid  25i.  a-week  would  be 
able  to  resist  the  temptntions  which,  the 
keepers  of  disorderly  hou8t<B  would  bo 
sure  to  place  in  their  wnj-.  It  was  vei-y 
posaibli'  that  any  policetnfin  might,  under 
such  ciicumstances,  be  eorrupted ;  and 
when  a  policeman  was  corrupted  it  was 
easy  to  imagine  what  would  he  the 
result.  The  consequence  of  too  great 
severity  in  the  laws  was  well  enough 
known.  WTiere  a  policeman  had  power 
to  bring  a  man  before  the  magistrates 
for  an  offence,  the  first  penalty  for 
which  was  £20,  with  accumulating  penal- 
ties for  every  subsequent  offence,  the 
natural  result  was  to  make  their  cities 
whited  sepulchres,  looking  well  enough 
outside,  but  no  one  knowing  what 
abominations  were  going  on  inside,  or, 
possibly,  just  outside  their  boundaries, 
where  all  the  immorality  might  be  con- 
gregated together.  Then  there  was  the 
question  of  the  suppression  of  vagrants. 
It  was  very  desirable  to  suppress  vagrants ; 
but  it  might  be  done  too  cruelly,  with 
too  great  severity — and  he  believed  that 
many  people  who  read  the  clauses  of 
the  Bill,  from  Clause  423  onwards, 
would  look  upon  them  as  exceeding  the 
real  requirements  of  the  case.  He  did 
not  think  he  had  wasted  the  time  of  the 
House;  but  he  could  not  pursue  this 
particular  point  any  further.  He  came 
now  to  brokers  and  pawnbrokers,  and 
he  found  that  they  were  treated  with 
uncommon  severity.  He  found  that  it 
was  not  possible  for  a  broker  to  carry  on 
Lis  trade  without  having  his  books,  and 
the  nature  of  his  entries  therein,  pre- 
scribed for  him.  Such  provisions  did 
not  repress  the  dishonest  man,  who 
would  have  his  books  in  order  with 
sham  entries ;  but  the  honest  trader 
was  harassed  in  every  way  in  carry- 
ing on  his  business,  He  had  now- 
done  all  that  he  could  in  pointing  out 
those  matters,  though  he  felt  that  ho 
could,  perhaps,  interest  the  House  by 
continuing  the  catalogue.  Hon.  Gentle- 
men who  were  enamoured  of  this  des- 
potic kind  of  legislation  did  not  like  to 
hear  all  these  things  ;  and,  no  doubt,  it 
would  bo  much  easier  and  more  eom- 
fort.ablc  to  pass  the  Bill  and  go  home  to 
bed  than  to  stop  there  to  discuss  it. 
But  hero  were  500  clauses  to  be  passed 
in  this  way  long  after  midnight,  and  he 
suggested  that  this  was  not  the  way  in 
wliioh  legislation  should  bo  carried  on. 
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He  did  not  undervalue  the  services  of 
those  of  his  hon.  Friends  who  sat  on  the 
Committee,  and  his  personal  inclination 
to  gratify  thorn  would  incline  him  at 
once  to  withdraw  from  any  further  op- 
position, but  for  the  fact  that  duty  was 
a  luattiT  far  beyond  any  personal  grati- 
fication of  that  kind.  However,  he  felt 
thgt  the  House  had  now  given  him  a 
sufHcient  hearing,  and  he  could  assure 
hon.  Gentlemen  that  his  statement  of 
the  case  had  much  suffered  from  his 
anxious  desire  to  bring  his  remarks 
Tcithin  as  small  a  compass  as  possible. 
He  begged  to  move  that  the  House  do 
go  into  Committee  on  the  Bill  on  that 
day  three  months. 

Mr.  WAETON,  in  seconding  the 
Amendment,  desired  to  say  that  while 
he  had  every  disposition  to  believe  in 
the  good  sense  of  Scotland,  ho  could  eev 
very  little  common  sense  in  this  Bill, 
which  was  one  of  a  most  extraordinary 
nature,  abounding  in  petty  tyrannies, 
and  containing  so  many  absurdities  and 
tomfooleries  that  he  thought  the  good 
sense  of  those  Scotchmen  who  approved 
of  it  had  utterly  vanished.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Stockport  (Mr. 
Hopwood]  had  not  at  all  exaggerated 
the  absurdities  of  the  Bill.  In  this 
country  it  had  been  found  necessary  to 
check  the  almost  insane  tendency  of 
little  petty  persons  dressed  in  a  littlu 
brief  authority  to  make  tyrannical  laws 
in  the  most  Puritanical  spirit.  If  there 
had  been  collected  all  the  most  ridicu- 
lous specimens  of  regulations  that  could 
be  found,  and  they  had  all  been  concen- 
trated into  one  single  focus  of  absurdity, 
there  could  not  liave  been  made  a  worse 
Bill  than  this.  He  saw  sitting  on  the 
Treasury  Bench  opposite  the  parent  of 
the  phrase  "  grandmotherly  legisla- 
tion;" and  he  must  say  that  he  hoped  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  do  some- 
thing to  rescue  his  Colleagues  from  the 
shame  that  would  be  cast  upon  them  if 
this  Bill  were  allowed  to  pass.  If  such 
a  Bill  were  to  pass  at  all,  it  should  have 
been  brought  in  at  an  earlier  period  of 
the  Session,  when  it  could  have  been 
properly  discussed  and  amended.  At 
.5  o'clock  that  morning  the  Govern- 
ment gave  way  in  the  case  of  onother 
measure,  because  the  Irish  S[embers 
had  the  .sense  to  see  that  the  Bill  was 
absurd  ;  but  Scotland,  it  seemed,  was  to 
be  treated  diiTerently,  and  a  Bill  waa  to 
bo  passed  to  prohibit  children  under  10 
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jears  of  age  from  selling  nowspapors  in 
the  streets.     Some  of  the  extraordinary 
provisions  of  the  Bill  dealt  with  swine, 
and  the  places  in  which  they  were  to  he 
kept.     It  almost  seemed  to  give  colour 
to   the   view   that   their  Scotch  fellow- 
citizens  were   descendants   of    the    lost 
tribes,    for  they  seemed    to    have    the 
Jewish  antipathy   to  swine.     Then  the 
curfew  was  actually  to  be  re-established. 
The  old  Saions,  who  did  not  like  to  be 
played  witli,   almost  thought  that  the 
most  cruel  and  bitter  thing  which  their 
conquerors  did  was  to  extinguish  their 
fires  at  8  o'clock  ;  but  the  curfew  was 
actually  to  be  re-establishod  in  the  1 9th 
century  in  civilized  Scotland,  or  souii -civi- 
lized Scotland,  as  it  ought  now  to  be  called. 
Times  were  to  be  fixed  for  lighting  and 
extinguishing    the   lights   in    common- 
stairs,  passages,  and  private  coverts,  and 
the  order  was  to  be  fixed  in  which  the 
occupiers  of  flats  were  to  be  responsible 
for  extinguishing  the  lights.     The  Nor- 
man Conqueror  cruelly  fixed  a  time  for 
putting  out  the  lights ;  but  these  modern 
people  not  only  said  when   the  lights 
•were  to  go  out,  but  how  it  was  to  be 
done,  and  fixed  the  order  of  rotation. 
Then  there  were  regulations  as  to  when 
the  stairs  were  to  be  swept.     The  people 
must  not  sweep  their  stairs  when  they 
liked — it  was  to  be  a  matter  of  regula- 
tion and  law.     Then  there  were  regula- 
tions as  to  the  numerous  receptacles  for 
every  kind  of  filth,  mentioned  with  ela- 
boration and  scant  decency,  in  the  Bill. 
Without  entering  into  anything  uncom- 
monly nastj-— though  the  Bill  was  full 
of  such  material — he  might  mention  that 
one  bye-law  forbade  foul  water  from  per- 
colating from  one  house  or  building  to 
another;    and   then    there  were   to   be 
depots   established — a   grand  word   for 
receptacles  f<jr  bones,  carrion,  and  rugs. 
These  ridiculous  and  paltry  little  matters 
were  to  be  dealt  with  by  a  fine  of  lOt. 
for  every  day  the  offence  was  committed. 
It  was  difficult  to  express  one's  opinion 
of  this  without  indignation.     Then  they 
were  weak  enough  to  think  that  they  could 
make  everyone  moral  by  petty  restric- 
tions ;  but  the  days  of  Puritanism  had 
pone   by.      It   might   be  a    sad    thing 
that  women  should  traverse  the  streets  ; 
but  this  wretched   piece  of   legislation 
decreed  that  they  must  move  at  a  certain 
regulated   pace,  according  to  the  bye- 
laws.     The  poor  wretch  must  not  loiter. 
Again,  the  boy  who  threw  a  snowball, 
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which  was  an  act  contrary  to  the  bye- 
laws — what  Member  of  that  House  had 
not  thrown  a  snowball  ? — was  liable  to 
severe  punishment,  and,  worse  than  that, 
the  poor  boy  who  flew  a  kite  was  also 
liable  to  bo  punished.     Wherever  this 
Act  was  not  extremely  tyrannical  it  was 
supremely  ridiculous.  Here  was  another 
instance.     If  they  were  building  a  house 
and  were  having  any  lime  ground  up 
with  the  plaster,  and  the  wind  blow  it 
about,  that  was  another  crime,  because 
they  ought  to  have  put  down  water  to 
prevent  its   being  blown   about.      And 
then  there  was  a  moral  injunction  against 
shaking  and  beating  any  carpets  or  rugs, 
because  it  was  contrary  to  the  bye-laws. 
If  one  happened  to  crush  up  against  a 
person  in  the  streets  of  a  town  in  Scot- 
land, that  was  a  crime;  and  if  a  person 
stood  on  the  sill  of  a  window  for  the 
purpose  of  cleaning  the  panes,  even  if 
the   sill  were   only  two   feet  from  the 
ground,  he  was  to  be  punished.     Then 
there  was  another  provision  about  pieces 
of  orange  peel  being  thrown  upon  tlio 
pavements,   which  was   also  an  oB'enca 
under  this  Act.      Hon.  Members  must 
know  that  a  great  number  of  offences 
set  forth  in  the  Bill  were  puni.shable  at 
Common  Law:  but  that  was  not  suffi- 
cient for  the  framers  of  this  Bill ;  they 
must  deal  with  acts  of  juvenility  in  the 
way  he  had  described.     In  Clause  334 
they  found  an  extraordinary  provision, 
which  he  did  not  think  wimld  be  sanc- 
tioned by  Parliament.      In  that  clause 
they  were  told  that  no  public  procession 
should  take  place  without  the  consent 
of  the  magistrates.      He   rather  com- 
mended that  clause  to  the  consideration 
of  Liberal  Members  who  might  want  to 
get   up  demonstrations;  and   he  would 
ask  them  whether  it  was,  or  was  not,  a 
violation  of  the  freedom  of  the  subject  ? 
Was  it,  or  was  it  not,  the  right  of  all 
persons    to   walk    in    an    orderly   way 
through  the  streets  in  procession  ?     As 
a  Tory,  he  was  in  favour  of  the  liberty 
of    the    subject ;    but    hi-    found    that 
tyranny   was    always    inflicted    by   the 
Liberals.      He  asked  them  whether  it 
was  really  intended  that  no  public  pro- 
cession, not  even  that  of  a  Simday  School 
with  its  teachers,  should  be  allowed  to 
walk  along  the  streets,   however  smnll 
the  procession,  five,  six,  or  seven,  as  the 
case  might  be,  without  the  consent  of 
the  magistrates  ?      If  the  Bill  were  a 
sensible  one,  he  should  have  no  objoc- 
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tion  to  its  being  read  a  second  timo; 
but,  under  the  circumstances,  he  should 
feel  it  his  duty  to  support  the  Motion  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Stock- 
port ;  and  unless  Scotch  Members  wished 
to  cover  themselves  with  ridicule  he 
thought  they  would  do  well  in  following 
bis  example. 

Amendment  proposed, 

To  lenva  out  from  tho  word  "  Thnt"  to  tha 
end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the  words 
"this  House  will,  upon  this  day  three  months, 
resolve  itself  into  the  said  Oommittee,"  — 
(JAr.  Mopicood,) 

— instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

Mr.  WEBSTEE  said,  without  at  all 
adopting  the  views  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Bridport  (Mr.  War- 
ton),  he  felt  bound  to  express  the  strong 
feeling  which  prevailed  in  Scotland,  that 
sufficient  time  and  opportunity  had  not 
been  allowed  for  the  full  consideration 
of  this  measure.  He  was  in  favour  of 
the  codification  of  the  law,  and  also,  in 
the  main,  in  favour  of  the  Bill  itself. 
lie  had  been  a  Member  of  the  Commit- 
tee, which  had  devoted  thegrentest  atten- 
tion to  tliia  Bill  in  discussing  the  clauses 
seriatim  for  very  many  days ;  but  he 
could  infonii  the  House  that  the  pre- 
vailing feeling  in  Scotland  was  one  of 
regret  with  regard  to  the  shortness  of 
time  at  their  disposal  for  the  conside- 
ration of  the  measure.  He  held  in  his 
hand  a  letter  from  the  Town  Clerk  of 
the  Town  Council  of  Aberdeen  which 
had  passed  a  Resolution  to  this  effect — 

"That  the  Town  Council  aro  of  opinion  ttiat 
BuCBcient  time  has  not  been  allowed  for  the  con- 
sidnration  in  Scotland  of  this  Bill,  as  amended, 
and  they  strongly  rcuommend  that  it  be  not 
passed  by  Porliamont  during  the  present  Ses- 
sion." 

The  Bin  was  of  enormous  length,  and  it 
embraced  tho  whole  field  of  the  duties 
and  functions  of  administration  in  burghs 
with  regard  to  police,  public  health,  aud 
the  details  of  sanitary  matters  generally. 
The  Bill  had,  no  doubt,  been  carefully 
considered  by  the  Select  Committee ;  but 
there  wore  very  many  clauses  struck  out 
altogether,  and  many  materially  altered ; 
and  he  was  sorry  to  find  that  the  Town 
Council  of  Aberdeen,  at  least,  did  not 
consider  that  in  many  cases  any  improve- 
ment had  been  effected  thereby.  There 
had  been,  besides,  many  clauses  addcil, 
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and  other  large  changes  made,  and  tho 
Bill,  as  amended,  was  formally  ordered 
by  the  House  to  be  reprinted  so  recently 
as  the  18th  of  the  present  month;  aud, 
therefore,  he  was  bound  to  admit  that 
there  was  some  solid  ground  for  the  con- 
tention of  the  public  Bodies  that  they 
hixd  not  been  allowed  suSicient  oppor- 
tunity to  consider  a  measure  which  tra- 
velled over  80  wide  a  field,  and  which 
was   of  such  immense  importance.      It 
must  be  considered  also  that  tho  present 
Bill  overrode  and  superseded  the  exist- 
ing Police  Acts,  which  had  been  framed 
with  very  great    care,   and  which,    in 
many  of  their  clauses,  were,  perhaps, 
actually  better  than  the  corresponding 
clauses  in  this  Bill.     He  felt  bound  to 
say,  in  conclusion,  that  the  feeling  pre- 
vailing in  the  burgh  which  he  had  the 
honour    to    represent    (Aberdeen)     ap- 
peared to  him   to   be   very  g^reatly   in 
favour  of  the  postponement  of  the  Bill. 
Sir   HERBERT   MAXWELL   said, 
that  in  the  remarks  which  he  made  at 
an  earlier  part  of  the  discussion  be  in- 
tended no  reference  whatever  to  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Stockport  (Mr. 
Hopwood)  with  regard  to  tho  course  he 
had  taken  in  this  matter.     As  a  mattt-r 
of  fact,  be  thought  that   the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  was   fully  justified  in 
opposing  this  Bill.     It  was  not  reason- 
able to  ask  the  House  to  consider  a  Bill 
containing  529  clauses  on  the  30th  of 
July  at  1  o'clock  in  the  morning,  espe- 
cially when  they  remembered  that  the 
House  was  still  sitting  at  5  o'clock  yes- 
terday morning.     He  rose,  however,  for 
tho  purpose  of  t)ffering  some  observa- 
tions on  the  eom-sc  adopted  by  the  hon . 
and  learned  Member  for  Stafford  (Mr. 
M'Larcn).     The  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber had  stated  that  he  would  not  persist 
in  his  objection  to  the  Bill;  ho  said  he 
was  not  reconciled  to  tho  measure  ;  but 
he  expressed  himself  perfectly  satisfiod 
that  the  Bill  would  be  effectively  and 
finally  dealt  with  in  "another  place." 
Now,  he  did  not  think  that  that  was  a 
course  either  creditable  to  the  bun.  and 
learned  ^Member  or  that  House.    They 
had  to  decide  with  regard  to  the  Bill 
upon  its  merits ;  and  he  thought  it  likely- 
that  when  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
went  into  the  country  he  would  have 
something  to  say  more  or  less  compli- 
mentary of  the  other  House.     And  one 
of   his  complaints  woidd  probably   be 
that  the  time  spent  by  hon.  Membera  in 


the  House  of  Commous  in  Iho  (uusiJi-r- 
ation  of  Bills  such  as  this  was  utterly 
lost  in  consequence  of  the  action  taken 
by  tho  House  of  Peers.  He  thought  he 
had  rfpUed  to  tho  observations  ■which 
fell  from  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
as  to  whether  the  Bill  should  be  allowed 
to  go  into  Committee  or  not.  They  Avould 
probably  hear  the  right  lion,  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Lord  Advocate  on  that 
question,  as  it  was  that  on  which  would 
probably  depend  all  his  hopes  ol'  carrying 
the  Bill  through.  In  his  opinion,  it 
would  be  most  regretable,  if,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  mode  in  which  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  had  dealt  with  the 
time  at  their  disposal,  the  labours  of 
the  Select  Committee  should  be  entirely 
lost.  Had  Her  Majesty's  Government 
seen  fit  to  introduce  this  Bill  at  a  reason- 
able period  of  the  Session,  which  he 
thought  was  quite  within  their  power, 
it  would  have  received  the  amount  of 
consideration  given  it  by  the  Select 
Committee  ;  and  there  would  have  been, 
besides,  ample  time  for  it  to  have  been 
discussed  and  fully  considered  in  that 
House.  Believing  that  the  Bill,  as  a 
whole,  was  desirable,  if  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate persevered  in  his  determination  to 
carry  it  through  the  Committee  stage, 
he  should  very  cordially  support  him. 

Me.  BUCHANAN  said,  the  Bill  was 
of  a  very  detailed  character,  and  such  ns 
only  men  of  great  experience  in  muni- 
cipal atfairs  could  adequately  criticize  ; 
but  it  had  been  very  carefully  considered 
by  the  Select  Committee.  It  had  issued 
from  them  within  the  last  two  weeks, 
and  the  earliest  day  on  which  his  con- 
Btituent<i  could  have  got  a  copy  of  the 
amended  Bill  was  last  Wednesday  morn- 
ing. They  proceeded  immediately  they 
received  the  Bill  to  take  it  into  consider- 
ation, and  in  order  to  make  ihe  position 
plain  he  would  relate  to  the  House  what 
took  place  before  tho  Bill  was  received. 
The  Bill  was  sent  to  a  Select  Committee  ; 
according  to  the  Rules  of  the  House 
that  Committee  sat  with  closed  doors  ; 
but  it  was  moved  in  the  Committee  that 
the  public  should  be  admitted  in  order 
that  tho  various  Amendments  proposed 
might  be  reported  and  the  progress  of 
the  Bill  known  out-of-doors.  But  that 
Amendment  was  defeated,  and  the  re- 
sult was  that  the  municipal  authorities 
in  Scotland  had  been  unablo  to  follow 
the  discussions  which  had  taken  jJace, 
or  the  Amendments  made  in  the  Com- 
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miitee,  aud  that  the  Bill  came  down  to 
the  House  practically  a  now  measure. 
He  would  put  it  to  the  Government,  in 
view  of  what  had  taken  place,  whether 
it  was  reasonable,  at  that  period  of  the 
Session — within,  as  they  hoped,  a  week 
of  the  Prorftgftlion,  to  endeavour  to  urge 
through  the  House  a  Bill  of  these  enor- 
mous dimensions,  which,  on  account  of 
its  great  elaboration  of  detail,  could  not 
possibly  be  discussed  as  it  ought  to  be. 
Not  only  did  the  Corjtoration  of  Edin- 
burgh strongly  disapprove  the  Bill 
being  hurried  through  Parliament  with- 
out adequate  discussion,  but  every  day 
that  the  Bill  was  before  the  Select  Com- 
mittee ha  received  numbers  of  letters 
asking  if  such  or  such  a  clause  was 
retained  in  the  BUI,  what  was  the  mean- 
ing of  this  alteration,  was  there  any 
possibility  of  having  the  Bill  restored 
its  original  form,  and  what  opportunity 
there  would  beof  submitting  tothe  House 
thoAmendments  thought  necesaarj'?  The 
Bill  had  been  very  corefuUy  considered 
in  the  Committee;  but  in  the  case  of 
an  enormous  measure  like  this,  when  a 
great  number  of  Amendments  were  sug- 
gested, it  was  almost  impossible,  with 
even  the  utmost  care,  to  avoid  inserting 
Amendments  in  one  part  that  were  con- 
tradictory of  other  portions,  and  to  avoid 
the  insertion  of  clauses  which  were  ab- 
solutely incongruous  with  others.  The 
right  hon.  and  learued  Gentleman  the 
Lord  Advocate  must  be  aware  that  the 
Bill  was  full  of  errors  and  cimtradiitions, 
and  ho  would  ask  him  what  line  he  pro- 
posed to  take  with  the  view  of  amending 
those  defects  ?  Of  course,  ho  did  not 
consider  it  the  duty  of  a  private  Mem- 
ber of  the  House  to  attempt  to  cope 
with  the  matter;  and,  for  his  own  part, 
he  had  only  to  pr'>poso  one  or  two 
Amenduients  on  behalf  of  his  consti- 
tuents. Ho  trusted  tliere  would  be  a  ge- 
neral expre'-sion  of  o[iiuiou  on  both  sides 
of  the  House,  and  he  was  certain  that 
the  opinion  of  all  the  large  burghs 
in  Scotland  was  against  the  further 
progress  of  tho  Bill  that  Session. 
Finally,  he  put  it  to  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment whether  it  was  fair,  at  that 
late  period  of  the  Session,  to  proceed  with 
a  Bill  of  such  enormous  detail,  and 
which  could  not  fail  to  put  in  endless 
confusion  the  whole  burgh  administra- 
tion of  the  country  ? 

Mr.  ANDEESON  said,  he  felt  bound 
to  support  the  view  taken  by  the  hon. 
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Member  for  Edinburgh  (Mr.  Bucbanau) 
^th  repard  to  tbia  Bill.  Ever  since  the 
Bill  had  passed  from  the  Select  Oom- 
mittee,  he  bad  been  receiving  the 
etrouKest  remonstrances  from  the  au- 
thorities in  Glasgow  against  its  being 
allowed  to  go  any  further  that  Session. 
They  complained  that  the  Sittings  of  the 
Select  Committee  were  hold  in  camerd, 
and  that  they  knew  nothing  of  what 
was  going  on,  and  that  they  know 
nothing  of  the  form  of  the  Bill  until 
they  saw  the  reprint  of  it.  He  bad  that 
morning  received  a  telegram  requesting 
him  to  replace  all  the  Amendments 
which  they  bad  on  the  Paper,  many  of 
which  had  been  n-jetted.  Tbey  com- 
plained that  the  Bill  had  been  made 
worse  rather  than  bettor  by  the  Amend- 
ments which  had  been  iutroduoed  into 
it.  He  had  also  received  a  letter  from 
Dr.  Hussell,  a  man  of  great  authority  in 
Glasgow  in  sanitary  matters,  who  had 
been  so  successful  in  stamping  out 
small-pox  there,  and  whose  opinion  was 
deserving  of  the  greatest  attention. 
That  gentleman  wrote  to  say  that  the 
Bill,  as  it  stood,  was  in  his  opinion  un- 
workable, and  that  ho  would  not  like  to 
undertake  to  work  it  in  its  pi-osent  form  ; 
and,  further,  that  it  would  upset  many 
private  local  Acts  which  had  been 
passed.  Be  had  represented  the  matter 
to  the  Lord  Advouate,  who  had  given 
his  assurance  that  these  things  would  be 
put  right  in  one  way  or  another,  and  ho 
(Mr.  Anderson)  had  agreed  to  stop  in 
his  opposition  to  the  Bill  going  forward. 
But  he  was  now  bound  to  say  tliat  if 
the  Bill  went  forward  he  should  bo 
obliged  to  vote  against  it.  His  con- 
Btitueuls  in  one  point  considered  tho 
Bill  a  very  dangerous  one,  and  that  was 
in  respect  of  the  clause  enabling  burghs 
to  amalgamate  ;  but  they  had  offered  to 
withdraw  their  opposition  to  that  clause 
if  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  of  State  for  tho  Homo 
Department  would  agree  to  a  Royal  Com- 
mission to  deal  with  the  boundaries  of 
the  great  burghs  in  Scotland.  That  the 
riglit  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had 
refused  to  do,  and  the  Bill  therefore 
found  no  favour  in  Glasgow ;  and  con- 
sequently he  was  satisfied  that  he  should 
be  doing  his  duty  to  his  constituents  in 
voting  against  the  Bill  going  into  Com- 
mittee. 

Sib  JOHN  HAY  said,  ho  should  re- 
gret it  as  much  as  anyone,   if  the  Bill 
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did  not  pass  into  law  ;  nud  he  confessed 
that  he  should  be  astonished  if  the  Lord 
Advocate  were  to  drop  the  measure 
without  making  an  attempt  to  get  it  into 
Committee.  Such  a  course  would  be 
simply  trifling  with  the  people  of  Scot- 
land, who  were  most  anxious  about  tho 
Bill,  and  also  with  regard  to  tlie  Bill 
for  creating  a  Secretary  of  State  for 
Scotland.  He  ventiu-ed  to  say  that 
those  two  measures  were  of  far  more 
value  and  consequence  to  Scotland  than 
the  Representation  of  the  People  Bill, 
because  they  knew  that  either  this  year 
or  nest  the  franchise  would  be  extended. 
He  wn4  in  a  position  to  know  what  was 
desired  in  the  matter  of  legislation  in 
Scotland,  and  he  could  assure  the  House 
that  the  people  of  Scotland  were  most 
anxious  about  this  measure.  He  had 
had  the  honour  of  being  a  Member  of 
tho  Committee  upstairs,  and  he  was 
bound  to  say  that  nothing  could  exceed 
the  courtesy  of  their  Chairman,  tlio  Lord 
Advocate,  in  all  matters  relating  to  tho 
Bill.  The  Bill,  he  believed,  was  in  n 
shape  which  provided  bettor  law  than 
at  present  existed  in  Scotland.  It  might 
bo  improved,  no  doubt ;  but  he  con- 
sidered it  better  to  pass  it  now  as  it  was, 
than  wait  another  year  for  this  legisla- 
tion. 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Bai.four)  ;  I  believe  this  measure  is 
very  generally  desired  throughout  Scot- 
land, except  in  the  case  of  four  or  fivu 
of  the  largest  towns  which  have  Acts  of 
their  own  open  to  grave  question  ;  and 
but  for  tho.«ie  large  towns  there  would 
be  no  opposition  to  the  Bill  at  all.  la 
1862  a  very  important  measure  waa 
passed,  generally  known  as  the  Police 
Act,  for  Scotland.  That  Act  has  been  of 
infinite  benefit  to  the  populous  places  of 
that  country.  We  have  had  22  years' 
experience  of  it,  and  in  the  course  of 
that  time  it  has  been  found  that  iu 
several  particulars  it  required  amend- 
ment. The  consequence  was  that  many 
boroughs  and  populous  places,  which 
desired  to  obtaiu  the  benefit  of  municipal 
institutions,  made  a  representation  to 
the  Government  that  it  would  be  ex- 
tremely desirable  to  amend  the  measure 
and  extend  its  benefits.  As  a  result,  the 
first  edition  of  this  BUI  was  prepared 
two  years  ago.  I  may  say  it  originated 
very  much  with  the  Convention  of  Royal 
Burghs.  It  has  been  before  tho  country 
for  two  years,  and  haa  been  the  subject 
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of  a  great  deal  of  adjustment,  and  1  Dm 
not  guilty  of  inaccuracy  when  I  say 
that  I  do  not  believe  there  has  been  any 
Bill  placed  before  this  House  to  which 
there  has  been  so  large  a  contribution 
of  assistance  and  of  suggestion  from 
the  various  towns  aud  poiiiilous  places 
throughout  the  country.  No  doubt,  we 
should  have  been  very  glad  if  it  had 
been  in  our  power  to  have  had  the  mea- 
sure brought  forward  at  an  earlier 
Eeriod  of  the  Session ;  but  after  the  Bill 
ad  been  before  the  country  for  two 
years  it  was  referred  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, consisting  of  27  Members,  of 
whom  22  were  Scotch.  We  had  some 
nine  or  ten  meetings,  and  the  Bill  was 
gone  through  with  very  great  care,  with 
the  benefit  of  multitudes  of  suggestions 
from  all  the  classes  interested,  and  what 
is  now  before  the  House  is  the  result.  I 
do  tbink  it  would  be  a  great  misfortune 
if  the  result  of  so  much  labour,  and,  I 
believe,  beneficial  labour,  were  lost.  The 
number  of  Amendments  on  the  Paper 
for  this  evening  is  very  small,  and  I  do 
not  think  that  when  we  get  to  them 
their  discussion  will  last  any  length  of 
time.  It  is  only  right  that  the  House 
should  be  aware  that  the  opposition,  at 
least  so  far  as  we  believe,  and  has  been 
indicated  by  the  speaking  to-night,  has 
come  almost  entirely,  if  not  entirely, 
from  those  places  which  have  Acts  which 
are  open  to  the  very  gravest  criticism. 
I  am  not  going  to  follow  what  has  been 
said  by  some  of  my  hon.  Friends  ;  but  I 
may  ju&t;  say  that,  in  framing  the  mea- 
sure, we  had  before  us  the  result  of  the 
labours  of  the  Committee  presided  over 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
(Mr.  Sclater-Bootli)  two  years  ago.  We 
had  their  Report  before  us,  aud  one  of  the 
advantages  of  that  Report  was  that  it  put 
an  end  to  legislation  by  separate  Private 
Bills,  which  very  often  contained  pro- 
visions that,  if  brought  before  the  House 
distinctly  in  important  measures,  never 
oould  become  law.  The  fact  of  the 
Committee  having  reported  and  recom- 
mended against  that  separate  legislation 
in  these  Bills  made  it  all  the  more  im- 
perative that  such  a  measure  as  the  pre- 
sent should  bo  brought  forward.  1  do 
not  desire  to  delay  the  House  by  going 
into  arguments  as  to  the  different  pro- 
visions of  the  Bill.  I  gather  that  there 
is  a  great  majority  of  t'cutch  opinion  in 
favour  of  it.  We  have  been  very  much 
preeaed  to  carry  it  through,  and,  under 
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the  circnmstanoes,  believing  that  the  Bill 
is  a  good  Bill — I  do  not  know  that  there 
is  any  measure  which  could  not  be  made 
more  perfect  if  the  ordinary  conditions 
of  time  and  place  were  to  be  disregarded 
— and  taking  into  consideration  all  that 
has  Conduced  to  make  the  Bill  what  it 
is  noir,  I  think  it  would  bo  a  groat  mis- 
fortune if  we  did  not  go  into  Com- 
mittee.  

Mr.  HENDERSON  said,  he  rose  for 
the  purpose  of  corroborating  what  had 
fallen  from  his  hon.  Friends  the  Mem- 
bers for  Aberdeen  (Mr.  Webster\,  Edin- 
burgh (Mr.  Buchanan),  and  Glasgow 
(Mr.  Anderson).  He  cotdd  assure  the 
House  that  it  was  with  great  reluctance 
that  he  rose  to  ofifer  any  objection  to  the 
Bill.  He  knew  very  well  there  was  a 
very  strong  feeling  in  Scotland,  espe- 
cially amongst  the  small  boroughs,  that 
some  such  measure  as  this  was  neces- 
sary, and  that  they  had  waited  patiently 
for  the  Bills  which  had  been  brought 
before  the  House  during  last  year  and 
this  year.  He  could  quite  corroborate 
what  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man the  Lord  Advocate  had  said  as  to 
the  stnmg  desire  which  existed  in  Scot- 
laud  for  the  measure  ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  for  years  lie  had  taken  an  active 
interest  in  local  administration,  and, 
having  some  knowledge  of  this  kind  of 
legislation,  he  was  bound  to  say  that  he 
was  afraid  that  this  Bill,  as  presented  to 
the  House,  would  not  fulfil  the  e.\pecta- 
tione  of  those  who  had  been  so  long  de- 
siring legislation.  He  made  that  state- 
ment with  great  reluctance,  because,  as 
ho  said,  he  believed  tlie  Bill  contained 
many  very  valuable  provi^ions.  Look- 
ing at  its  full  sense,  at  the  manner  in 
wtiich  it  was  drafted  in  the  first  instance 
— or,  he  might  say.  at  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  constructed — and  consider- 
ing that  it  had  passed  through  Commit- 
tee, and  that  great  care  and  atttntion 
had  been  devoted  to  it,  he  was  very  re- 
luctant to  offer  opposition  to  it ;  but,  in 
passing  through  the  Select  Committee, 
it  had  been  so  altered  that  many  of  the 
large  boroughs  had  not  liad  time  to  con- 
sider what  its  present  effect  would  be. 
He  could  not  describe  himself  as  adverse 
to  the  measure ;  but,  from  representa- 
tions which  had  been  made  to  him  by 
authorities  in  his  own  burgh — particu- 
larly by  the  police  clerk,  who  was  ono  of 
the  most  e.vperieuced  police  clerks  in 
Scotland — it  seemed  there  was  a  very 
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Btrong  feeling  that  it  would  be  well  to 
allow  the  Bill  to  be  thought  over  by  the 
country  for  another  year  before  being 
pressed.  These  representations,  he  was 
bound  to  say,  corresponded  with  his  own 
opinion.  From  his  own  osperience  in 
matters  of  this  kind,  he  was  afraid  that 
the  measure  would  disappoint  those  who 
looked  forward  with  so  much  pleasure 
and  satisfaction  to  its  passing.  Alto- 
gether, therefore,  if  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Stockport  (Mr.  Hop  wood) 
pressed  his  Resolution,  he  (Mr.  Hender- 
Bon)  should  have  to  support  it,  although 
from  very  different  reasons  to  those 
which  prompted  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  in  bringing  it  forward.  He, 
in  fact,  took  this  opportunity  of  protest- 
ing against  the  line  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  took  with  reference  to  tliese 
Bills  promoted  by  Scotch  burghs.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  seemed  to 
look  at  these  matters  from  a  purely  poli- 
tical point  of  Tiew,  and — as  he  under- 
stood from  his  remarks,  and  as  he  could 
Bhow  if  necessary — knew  nothing  what- 
ever of  local  administration.  If  he  had 
known  anything  about  it,  he  would  never 
have  uttered  the  sentiments  he  had 
uttered  in  that  House.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  had  taken  the 
strongest  objection  to  the  Bill  pro- 
posed in  1882  by  his  (Mr.  Henderson's) 
own  burgh  (Dundee),  and  also  to  the 
Bill  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Kilmarnock 
(Mr.  Dick-Peddie),  wlio  had  fallen  into 
the  same  mistake  of  bringing  the  Bill  in 
as  a  small  private  measure.  The  great 
objection  taken  to  the  Dundee  Bill, 
which  was  a  Consolidating  Bill,  relating 
to  clauses  which  had  been  in  operation 
for  11  years,  with  the  sanction  of  the 
House,  to  the  great  benefit  of  the  com- 
munity, was  that  it  was  proposed  to  re- 
enact  thesq  clauses  in  it  with  the  full 
consent  of  the  inhabitants.  The  sani- 
tary provisions  of  the  present  measure, 
instead  of  being  too  stringent,  were,  in 
his  opinion,  too  lax,  and  that  was  one  of 
the  reasons  why  Dundee  objected  to  the 
Bill.  The  Lord  Advocate  had  stated 
that  legislation  in  respect  of  these  mat- 
ters had  fallen  back  since  1862,  and  that 
the  large  boroughs  had  been  obliged  to 
promote  local  Acts  of  their  own  to  remedy 
the  existing  evils.  Well,  the  fault  ho 
(Mr.  HendiTson)  found  with  the  Bill 
was  that,  instead  of  bringing  up  the 
general  law  of  Scotland  to  the  advanced 
position  reached  by  the  burghs  which 
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had  secured  thoir  own  local  Police  Acts, 
it  proposed  to  level  down  these  par- 
ticular burghs  to  the  condition  of  the 
whole  country.  It  would  level  down, 
instead  of  bringing  the  whole  country  up 
to  the  position  which  the  burghs  he  re- 
ferred to  had  arrived  by  long  expe- 
rience of  the  defects  of  the  existing 
law.  In  the  present  Bill  a  retrograde 
reactionary  step  was  taken.  He  fcdt 
very  strongly  on  this  point,  and  in  Com- 
mittee he  should  have  to  bring  forward 
many  Amendments.  Some  Amendments 
he  had  put  on  the  Paper  ;  but  there 
were  many  more  which  he  should  have 
to  move  which  he  had  been  unable  to 
bring  forward  up  to  this  time ;  and  he 
believed  there  were  other  hon.  Members 
iu  the  same  position  as  himself.  Though 
the  Motion  for  going  into  Committee 
were  passed,  there  would  stUl  be  a  great 
deal  to  do.  The  Amendments  on  the 
Paper  did  not  by  any  moans  represent 
the  number  which  would  be  put  down  if 
they  got  into  Committee.  He  made  these 
remarks,  as  he  had  said,  with  the  greatest 
reluctance.  He  should  have  been  much 
better  pleased  if  he  could  have  found 
himself  able  to  support  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate in  pushing  forward  the  measure. 
He  should  have  supported  it  if  it  had  not 
been  for  the  conviction  that  if  it  were 
passed  it  would,  instead  of  reflecting 
credit  on  the  legislation  of  this  year,  so 
far  as  Scotland  was  concerned,  tend  to 
the  reverse  stote  of  things,  and  prove 
provocative  of  opposition  ond  objection. 

Mr.  SCLATER-BOOTH  said,  there 
were  many  things  in  the  Bill  of  which 
he  did  not  approve,  and  which  he  should 
be  glad  to  see  altered  ;  but,  for  the  most 
part,  these  clauses  referring  to  them 
were  of  a  re-enncting  and  consolidating 
character.  They  had  heard  quite  enough 
from  hon.  Members  representing  im- 
portant towns  in  Scotland  —  and  they 
had  also  heard  the  mild  and  mitigated 
protest  of  the  Lord  Advocate — to  show 
the  extravagance  of  the  Acts  in  force 
in  some  towns  in  Scotland.  These  Acta 
did  not  always  meet  with  the  con- 
currence and  approval  of  the  Local  Au- 
thorities ;  and  he  (Mr.  Sclater- Booth) 
had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would 
be  better  to  go  forward  with  this  Bill, 
and  get  a  reasonable  measure  passed  for 
the  whole  of  Scotland,  than  to  allow 
these  eccentric  Acts  in  force  in  some 
Scotch  towns  longer  to  prevail.  For  his 
own  part,  he  was  entirely  in  favour  of 
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the  policy  which  guided  the  Committee 
of  1882,  to  which  reference  hod  been 
made,  and  which  guided  the  Committee 
which  had  been  sitting  this  year.  Ho 
trusted  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Stockport  (Mr.  Hopwood)  would  see 
that  thia  measure  was  a  ittep  in  the  right 
direction.  The  Lord  Advocate  had  boen 
of  great  service  in  188'2,  when  the  Scotch 
Improvement  Bills  were  under  considera- 
tion, in  getting  some  extravagant  pro- 
visions cut  out  of  them.  The  right 
hon.  and  learned  Lord  had  been  very 
much  struck  by  the  views  which  pro- 
vailed  on  that  Committee  ;  and  it  had, 
evidently,  been  his  intention  and  desire 
in  framing  the  Bill  to  have  regard  to 
those  views.  He  (Mr.  Sulater-Booth) 
would  be  very  sorry  indeed  if  they  were 
not  to  go  into  Committee  nn  the  Bill. 

Mb.  DICK-PEDDIE  wished  to  point 
out  that  the  Scotch  Members  who  had 
spoken  against  proceeding  with  the  Bill 
were,  without  exception,  lieprescntatives 
of  the  large  burghs,  which  had  already 
Acts  of  their  own.  It  might  be  of  no 
great  consequence  to  these  large  burghs 
that  a  general  measure,  such  as  that  be- 
fore the  House,  should  pass ;  but  it  was 
of  very  great  importance  to  the  small 
burghs,  which  had  not  the  benefit  of 
special  Acts,  that  there  should  be  a  con- 
solidation of  the  various  imperfect  gene- 
ral Acts,  under  which  their  police  and 
sanitary  affairs  were  regulated.  At  the 
same  time,  it  was  most  desirable  that 
the  large  burghs  should  be  freed  from 
the  tyrannical  provisions  which  were 
found  in  their  special  Acts.  His  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Edinburgh  (Mr. 
Buchanan)  spoke  of  Edinburgh  as  "  en- 
joying" its  Acts.  He  (Mr.  Dick-Peddie) 
had  been  a  citizen  of  Edinburgh  for  a 
much  longer  time  than  his  hon.  Friend  ; 
and  he  could  testify  that,  by  mauj'  of  his 
fellow-citizens,  the  provisions  of  the 
local  Acts  were  regarded  as  most  oppres- 
sive. The  Acts  would  have  been  found 
intolerable,  had  it  not  been  that  the 
authorities  did  not  venture  to  enforce 
many  of  the  powers  conferred  on  them 
by  these  Acts.  He  sympathized  gene- 
rally with  much  that  had  fallen  from  his 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Member  for 
Stockport  (Mr.  Hopwood)  regarding  the 
undue  interference  with  personal  liberty, 
authorized  by  some  of  the  local  Acts, 
and  the  inquisitorial  nature  of  many  of 
their  provisions;  but  he  thought  that 
acme  of  the  criticisms  of   the  measure 


now  before  the  House,  which  had  fallen 
from  his  hon.  Friend,  would  not  have 
been  made  had  he  been  more  familiar 
with  Scotland  than  he  was.  While  the 
Bill  before  the  House  contained  clauses 
which  might  be  objected  to,  it  went  far 
in  the  direction  of  modifying  the  strin- 
gency of  mnuy  provisions  found  in 
existing  local  Acts  ;  and,  therefore, 
he  trusted  the  House  would  agree  to 
proceed  with  it.  The  small  burghs 
wished  to  have  a  consolidation  of  the 
various  Acts  regulating  their  police  and 
sanitary  affairs.  Though  hon.  Members 
said  that  Edinburgh  enjoyed  its  Act, 
and  had  done  so  for  many  years,  those 
who  had  resided  in  the  Scotch  capital 
for  a  long  period — longer  than  those  hon. 
Members — knew  that  it  did  not  enjoy 
the  advantages  which  were  supposed  to 
have  been  conferred  upon  it.  If  similar 
Acts  were  in  force  in  England,  it  would 
not  be  long  before  there  would  be  a  re- 
volution in  the  country.  Seeing  that 
the  present  was  a  modified  Act,  he 
trusted  that  the  House  would  take  it 
into  consideration. 

Mh.  J.  W.  BAECLAT  said,  he  quite 
agreed  with  his  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Dick- 
Peddie)  when  he  said  that  the  small 
burghs  desired  to  have  a  consolidation 
of  their  various  Acts,  and  that  an  Act 
should  be  passed  which  would  be  gene- 
rallj'  applicable  to  the  small  burghs. 
He  must  say,  however,  as  representing 
two  small  burghs,  that  he  underbtood 
they  were  opposed  to  the  Bill.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  ho  had  presented  a  Peti- 
tion from  one  of  them,  the  other  day, 
against  the  passing  of  the  BiU.  Speak- 
ing from  his  own  experience — and  he 
must  claim  to  have  had  some  experience 
of  local  administration — he  thought  the 
measure,  in  many  of  its  parts,  was  very 
unworkable,  and  required  a  great  deal 
more  adjustment,  consideration,  and 
amendment  than  it  had,  apparently,  re- 
ceived. He  sympathized  with  the  views 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Stockport  (Mr.  Hopwood)  to  a  great  ex- 
tent. Many  of  the  clauses  of  the  Bill 
gave  extreme  powers — utterly  despotic 
powers— to  the  police.  He  had  made 
some  attempt  to  modify  them ;  but  was 
bound  to  say  he  had  met  with  little  sup- 
port on  the  Committee.  A  great  many 
people  thought  that  these  powers  could 
only  be  api>lied  against  evilly-disposed 
persons.  If  that  were  so,  there  would 
not  be  muoli  to  object  to  ;  but  it  mubt  be 
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remem'bered  that  the  application  of  the 
clauses  in  the  Bill  lay,  in  the  first  place, 
in  the  hands  of  the  policemen  who  exer- 
cised the  powers  they  had  in  many  cases 
in  an  arbitrary  manner.  The  chief 
power  would  be  exercised  by  the  magis- 
trates or  baillies,  as  they  were  called  in 
Scotland — very  excellent  gentlemen,  no 
doubt,  but  gentlemen  who  knew  very 
little  about  the  law.  They  were  very 
respectable  townspeople ;  but,  however 
respectable  townspeople  might  be,  it 
could  not  be  expected  of  them  that  they 
should  know  much  about  the  Laws  of 
Evidence,  or  even  enough  to  be  able  to 
say  what  was  evidence,  and  what  was 
not.  He  was,  therefore,  very  reluctant 
to  give  such  powers  as  some  of  those 
contained  in  t)ie£ill  to  ordinary  citizens. 
The  Lord  Advocate  said  that  many  of 
the  Police  Bills,  under  which  many 
large  towns  were  governed,  would  not 
be  able  to  withstand  the  scrutiny  of  the 
House.  Well,  he  (Mr.  Barclay)  would 
say  that  many  of  the  clauses  of  this  Bill 
would  not  be  able  to  withstand  the 
scrutiny  of  the  House.  They  were 
very  stringent — seriously  aflFecting  the 
liberty  of  the  subject — and  he  did  not 
think  that  if  they  were  brought  under 
the  scrutiny  of  tbe.House  there  would  be 
the  smallest  chance  of  their  becoming 
law.  He  had  another  objection  to  the 
BiU.  The  Lord  Advocate  said  that  one 
of  its  objects  was  to  prevent  burghs,  for 
the  future,  coming  to  Parliament  for 
separate  enactments.  Now,  he  did  not 
think  this  measure  would  be  applicable 
to  the  case  of  small  burghs  growing 
into  large  ones.  From  his  own  ex- 
perience, he  knew  how,  when  a 
burgh  grew,  and  new  streets  and 
pavements  and  municipal  arrange- 
ments became  necessary,  how  necessary 
it  was  to  come  to  the  House  for  a  special 
Act  dealing  with  these  improvements. 
The  clauses  embodied  in  this  Bill  were 
very  much  the  same  as  the  law  already 
existing  in  the  burghs,  but  which  was 
from  time  to  time  found  to  be  insufficient. 
He  was,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  in 
these  respects,  at  all  events,  the  Bill  was 
open  to  very  considerable  amendment, 
so  as  to  make  it  workable  and  applicable 
to  the  cases  of  all  the  burghs,  whether 
small  or  large — particularly  to  small 
burghs,  to  enable  them  to  grow  from 
time  to  time  without  a  special  Act.  For 
the  reasons  he  had  given,  speaking  on 
behalf  of   two  small    burghs  at  least 

Mr.  J.  W.  BdrtUji 


within  his  own  constituency,  he  thought 
it  would  be  much  better  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Bill  to  be  deferred  till 
another  Session.  To  make  it  a  work- 
able Bill  and  insure  the  purpose  in- 
tended, a  good  deal  more  consideration 
than  it  had  yet  received  should  be  given 
to  the  Bill.  No  doubt  the  Select  Com- 
mittee —of  which  he  had  had  the  honour 
to  be  a  Member — had  devoted  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  attention  to  the 
measure ;  but  he  did  not  think  sufficient 
attention  had  been  given  to  it  to  make  it 
what  it  ought  to  be.  The  Session  had 
not  provided  sufficient  time  to  make  the 
Bill  such  as  deserved  to  receive  general 
support.  He  should  support  the  Motion 
of  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  (Mr. 
Hopwood). 

Mb.  a.  GBANT  said,  he  must  express 
the  great  regret  he  felt  at  the  opposition 
which  had  developed  itself  against  this 
Bill  on  the  part  uf  some  of  the  Sepre- 
sentatives  of  the  large  burghs  in  Scot- 
land. The  burgh  he  had  the  honour 
to  represent  (Leith)  was,  perhaps,  the 
largest  in  Scotland  which  had  not  a 
Police  Act  of  its  own.  It  was  at  present 
under  the  General  Police  Act  of  1862; 
and  he  could  assure  the  House — after 
having  been  very  lately  in  conversation 
with  some  of  the  members  of  the  Cor- 
poration of  Leith — that  that  burgh  most 
cordially  approved  of  the  Bill,  and 
earnestly  hoped  it  might  pass  into  lav 
that  Session.  He  was  sure  the  opinion 
the  Corporation  of  Leith  entertained  was 
the  opinion  of  all  other  Corporations 
under  the  General  Police  Act.  The  BUI 
made  provision  for  a  g^at  many  new 
wants  which  had  sprung  up  in  connec- 
tion with  municipal  government  since 
the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1862  ;  and  it 
embodied  all  that  was  really  useful,  and 
all  that  was  defensible,  and  all  that  was 
reasonable  in  the  Act  of  1862,  as  well  as 
all  that  was  defensible  in  the  different 
Private  Acts  which  had  been  obtained 
by  the  various  burghs  since  the  Act  of 
1 862  was  passed.  The  measure — as  had 
been  already  stated — after  having  passed 
its  second  reading,  was  referred  to  a 
large  representative  Select  Committee, 
by  whom  it  was  carefully  scrutinized, 
and  gone  over  at  the  expense  of  much 
time  and  labour.  He  might  say,  further, 
that  the  Bill  had  the  cordial  approval  of 
the  Convention  of  Eoyal  and  Parliamen- 
tary Burghs;  and  he  thoiight  he  might 
say,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  o% 
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thelargesttowns,  had  thecordial  approval 
of  public  opinion  throughout  Scotland. 
Furthermore,  he  might  say  that  the  Bill 
was  framed  in  auch  a  way  as  to  deal 
most  leniently  with  the  large  towns 
which  were  now  opposed  to  it.  Out  of 
seven  parts  of  the  Bill  there  were  only 
two  made  obligatory,  and  those  two  were 
concerned  with  police  offences,  and  penal- 
ties, and  sanitary  regulations.  Ho  ap- 
pealed to  the  House  whether  it  was  not 
desirable  that  all  the  burghs  in  the  coun- 
try should  be  placed  under  one  uniform 
law  as  to  police  offences  and  penalties  ? 
A\Tionce  came  the  opposition  to  the  Bill 
which  had  developed  itself  that  night? 
It  had  come  partly  from  hon.  Members 
who  had  no  connection  with  Scotland  at 
all ;  but  that  was  not  where  the  real  op- 
position had  come  from.  The  real  op- 
position lay  amongst  certain  Municipal 
Corporations  of  Scotland,  and  it  had 
been  expressed  by  their  Eepresentafives, 
not  as  the  individual  opinions  of  these 
gentlemeji  themselves,  but  as  the  opi- 
nions furnished  to  them  by  the  Local 
Authorities  of  burghs  which  had  their 
own  Acts — Local  Authorities  who  wore 
really  the  authors  of  those  Acts.  It  was 
natural  that  the  authors  of  those  Acts 
should  be  in  love  with  them,  and  should 
think  they  were  the  perfection  of  muni- 
cipal government.  He  frankly  admitted 
that  iu  many  aspects  the  clauses  of  these 
Local  Acts  wore  most  useful  for  local  pur- 
poses. Some  of  the  clauses  referring  to 
police  offences  were  useful,  no  doubt ;  but 
there  were  other  clauses  in  the  Private 
Acts  of  a  different  character.  Many  of 
them  were  most  indefensible  encroach- 
ments upon  private  rights,  and  upon  the 
liberty  of  the  subject  under  the  Common 
Law ;  and  it  was  only  last  year — as  had 
already  been  noticed  that  night — that  the 
House  had  found  that  the  practice  of 
putting  these  indefensible  stipulations 
into  Private  Bills  had  reached  to  such  a 
height  that  it  was  compelled  to  interfere  ] 
and  prevent  the  practice  from  going 
further.  He  would  only  give  the  House 
one  instance  of  the  way  in  which  these 
clauses  iu  the  private  measures  acted  to 
the  detriment  of  the  people  living  in 
neighbouring  towns.  The  Burgh  of 
Edinburgh  had  obtnined  a  very  strict  and 
stringent  private  Police  Act  in  1875.  In 
that  Act  there  were  clauses  referring  to 
the  regulation  of  improper  houses.  Those 
clauses  were  of  such  a  nature  that  raids 
were  made  on  the  houses,  and  the  inmates  | 


were  driven  out  of  the  Burgh  of  Edin- 
burgh. The  burgh  which  he  represented 
(Leitli)  lay  contiguous  to  Edinburgh, 
the  division  line  being  often  only  a 
formal  one  running  down  the  centre  of 
a  street;  and  what  was  the  consequence 
to  Leith  of  this  exceptional  clause,  which 
had  been  slipped  into  the  Edinburgh 
Act  merely  because  there  was  no  one 
present  to  prevent  it,  the  Bill  beiug 
passed  as  a  private  measure  ?  In  fact, 
with  regard  to  that  Private  Bill  the  Earl 
of  Eedesdale  iu  "another  place"  de- 
clared that  if  anyone  lifted  his  little 
finger  against  it,  he  would  prevent  the 
Bill  being  passed,  saying  also — "If  Edin- 
burgh is  unanimous  in  demanding  such 
a  Bill  I  must  give  it  to  them ;  but  God 
forbid  that  I  should  ever  find  myself  in 
Edinburgh  after  this  Bill  has  been 
passed !  "  To  such  an  extent  had  this 
exceptional  legislation  on  the  part  of 
Edinburgh  acted  to  the  detriment  of 
Leith  that  the  state  of  things  had  become 
intolerable.  A  Memorial  had  been  pre- 
sented by  the  inhabitants  of  the  districts 
in  Leith  which  these  people  had  invaded, 
stating  the  condition  of  things  brought 
about  by  these  persons  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. This  district  was  imme- 
diately adjoining  Edinburgh,  and  the 
Memorialists  complained  that  since  the 
Act  came  into  operation  in  1875  they  had 
been  sorely  afflicted  by  these  people, 
and  that  there  were  now  in  the  district 
59  brothels,  containing  177  prostitutes, 
conducted  in  the  most  shameless  manner, 
and  exercising  a  most  injurious  influence, 
the  behaviour  of  the  inmates,  even  in  the 
broad  daylight  in  Leith  Walk  and  other 
places,  being  most  indecent.  They  added 
that  the  effect  had  been  to  lower  the 
value  of  property  in  the  neighbourhood, 
to  drive  respectable  people  away,  and 
alter  entirely  the  character  of  the  locality. 
Now,  he  would  not  say  for  a  moment  that 
it  was  in  the  power  of  that  House  to  put 
down  immorality ;  but  ho  did  say  that 
Parliament  was  bound  to  interfere  to 
compel  each  different  locality  to  bear  ita 
own  burden  of  the  mischief,  and  to  pre- 
vent its  neighbours  from  being  inun- 
dated by  its  moral  sewage.  The  pro- 
posal in  this  Bill  to  make  the  keeping 
of  an  improper  house  an  offence,  and  to 
make  the  penalties  uniform  through- 
out the  country,  would  have  that  effect ; 
and  he  trusted  the  Lord  Advocate 
would  not  be  turned  aside  by  any  selfish 
representations    on    the  part  of    large 
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towns,  such  as  Edinburgh,  from  using 
every  effort  to  pass  the  Bill  into  law  in 
the  present  Session. 

Me.  H.  H.  fowler  said,  that  hav- 
ing sat  on  the  Committee  of  1882,  and 
for  30  days  this  Session  on  a  similar 
Committee,  he  should  like  to  say  a  few 
words  on  the  facts  of  the  question.  The 
Scotch  Bill  which  came  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  1882  was,  without  any  excep- 
tion, the  worst  of  them  all,  and  the  most 
grotesque;  and  he  should  be  within  the 
mark  if  he  said  that  the  Committee 
struck  out  100  clauses  from  that  Bill. 
They  were  very  much  assisted  in  that 
by  the  Lord  Advocate.  He  agreed  in  the 
necessity  for  some  general  legislation 
with  reference  to  sanitary  matters,  and 
the  Eeport  of  the  Committee  strongly 
urged  that  with  reference  to  England 
and  Wales.  This  was  an  attempt,  and 
a  very  praiseworthy  attempt,  on  the  part 
of  the  Lord  Advocate  to  secure  general 
legislation  for  Scotland;  but  he  wanted 
to  ask  the  Government  how  they  were 
going  to  deal  with  this  as  a  practical 
matter  of  business  when  winding  up  the 
affairs  of  the  Session  ?  This  was  not,  as 
he  understood  it,  exceptional  legislation, 
but  a  general  enactment  of  what  the 
House  thought  should  be  the  law  which 
ought  to  prevail  in  Scotland;  and  no 
doubt  it  would  be  argued  that  if  it  was 
good  for  Scotland  it  was  good  for  Eng- 
land and  Wales.  The  Bill  had  been  sent 
to  a  Select  Committee,  which  he  thought 
most  unfortunately  sat  with  closed  doors. 
The  Committee  only  sat  for  nine  or  ten 
days;  and,  therefore,  it  must  be  assumed 
that  there  was  a  vast  mass  of  matter  still 
demanding  consideration,  if  they  were 
to  pass  any  general  legislation  which 
would  be  quoted  as  a  precedent.  Several 
of  the  clauses  which  had  been  read  that 
night  had  been  struck  out  unanimously 
by  the  Committee  of  which  he  was  a 
Member,  for  they  would  not  allow 
them  to  apply  to  England,  considering 
them  improper  and  oppressive.  The 
Members  of  that  Committee  could  not 
sit  still  and  be  parties  to  passing  for 
Scotland  enactments  which  they  had 
reported  ought  not  to  be  applied  to 
England.  There  were  429  clauses  in 
this  Bill ;  it  was  now  2  o'clock  on  the 
30th  of  July ;  when  the  Government  had 
got  their  last  Vote  in  Supply  they  would 
bring  in  the  Appropriation  Bill  and  close 
the  Session  with  a  view  to  the  Autumn 
Session ;  and,  valuable  as  this  Bill  might 

Mr,  A,  Grant 


be,  was  there  any  reasonable  prospect 
of  its  receiving  that  consideration 
which  it  deserved  and  ought  to  have  ? 
He  did  not  think  Scotland  would  suffer 
by  the  Bill  standing  over  for  six 
months  for  consideration.  That  in- 
terval would  enable  Local  Authorities 
to  give  it  careful  consideration  and  sug- 
gest Amendments  next  Session,  and  the 
Bill  next  year  would  have  that  moral 
support  which  it  had  not  at  the  present 
time,  and  would  be  the  more  likely  to 
secure  the  general  approbation  of  the 
House.  He  hoped  the  Government 
would  say  whether  they  thought  that 
on  the  30th  of  July,  when  they  were  in- 
tending to  wind  up  the  Session  within  a 
few  days,  they  could  pass  a  contentious 
Bill  containing  between  400  and  500 
clauses ;  and  whether  they  could  expect 
the  House  to  give  time  and  attention  to 
a  portion  of  the  Bill,  and  then  turn  round 
and  say  it  was  useless  to  attempt  to  pro- 
ceed with  it.  He  thought  they  had  a 
right  to  ask  the  Government  to  say 
either  that  they  would  go  on  with  the 
Bill  to  the  bitter  end,  even  to  the  end 
of  August,  or  that  they  would  abandon 
it  now. 

Mb.  J.  A.  CAMPBELL  agreed  with 
many  hon.  Members  that  some  Bill  of 
this  kind  was  required  in  Scotland ;  but 
he  also  agreed  that  this  Bill  was  of  too 
voluminous  a  character,  and  dealt  with 
subjects  too  complicated,  to  be  properly 
considered  at  that  period  of  the  Session. 
It  must  also  be  considered  that  the  Bill 
was  not  known  in  Scotland  in  its  pre- 
sent form,  for  it  had  been  considerably 
altered  by  the  Committee,  and  Scotch 
Members  were  receiving  letters  from 
Scotland  every  day  with  regard  to  it, 
showing  that  there  was  a  good  deal  of 
dissatisfaction  with  many  of  the  altera- 
tions made  by  the  Committee.  It  would, 
he  thought,  be  a  misfortune  if  a  measure 
of  this  kind  was  rushed  through  Par- 
liament at  the  end  of  the  Session ;  and 
it  would,  therefore,  be  better  to  post- 
pone legislation  upon  this  subject  until 
the  country  had  had  a  fuller  opportunity 
of  considering  the  Bill  in  its  altered 
form.  He  hoped  the  Lord  Advocate 
would  reconsider  his  decision,  and  agree 
to  postpone  this  measure  untU  another 
Session, 

Mb.  JACOB  BRIGHT  said,  he  tho- 
roughly agreed  with  every  word  of  the 
appeal  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Wolver- 
hampton (Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler).  It  should 
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be  remembered  tbat  a  considerable  ma- 
jority of  Members  were  againstthia  Bill, 
and  had  announced  that  they  would  vote 
against  it.  Four  or  five  of  the  Members 
•who  had  spoken  that  night  had  depre- 
cated proceeding  with  it  further.  Some 
Members  from  Scotland  surrounding 
him  had  said  a  good  deal  in  favour  of 
the  Bill ;  but  they  would  vote  with  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Stockport 
(Mr.  Hopwood);  and,  therefore,  under 
all  the  circumstances,  it  would,  he 
thought,  be  unreasonable  to  go  on  with 
it  now. 

Ma.  GRAY  observed,  that  it  was  com- 
monly said  to  require  a  surgical  opera- 
tion to  get  a  joke  into  the  head  of  a 
Scotchman ;  but  after  looking  at  this 
Bill  he  thought  there  -was  no  truth  in 
that  saying.  The  Bill  contained  some 
of  the  most  comical  provisions.  Clause 
329  provided  a  penalty  against  "  any 
person  who  attempts  to  commit  a  false- 
hood." He  supposed  the  Bdl  only  ap- 
plied to  Scotchmen,  as  Scotchmen  in 
Scotland,  and  within  a  special  district. 

The  lord  ADV(JCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfour)  said,  the  hon.  Member  had 
been  misled  by  the  punctuation.  "  False- 
hood and  fraud  "  was  the  name  in  Scot- 
land for  the  well-known  crime  of  swind- 
ling. 

Mr.  ORAY  eaid,  he  presumed  that 
the  penalty  would  only  apply  to  a  cer- 
tain district.  Then  the  police  regulations 
in  Part  VII.  were  of  the  most  extra- 
ordinary character.  A  boy  who  dropped 
a  piece  of  orange  peel,  or  laid  hold  of 
the  end  of  a  cart  without  the  express 
permission  of  the  owner,  and  so  on,  was 
to  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  40*.  Really, 
to  ask  the  House  of  Commons  at  the  end 
of  the  Session  to  discuss  all  those  details 
was  something  too  preposterous.  There 
■was  a  provision  against  cruelty  to  ani- 
mals, and  another  providing  a  penalty 
for  anyone  who  drove  a  bull  through 
the  streets  imless  the  buU  had  a  riug 
through  its  no.se,  which,  of  course,  was 
not  at  all  cruelty  to  the  beast.  If  these 
provisions  were  intended  to  be  enforced 
they  were  really  of  a  most  tyrannical 
character.  For  instance,  a  medical  man 
must  not  send  out  circulars  even  en- 
closed in  envelopes,  without  being  liable 
to  penalties.  He  did  not  wish  to  detain 
the  IIoubo  :  but  there  was  a  pro\'ision 
that  any  person  who  hung  from  the 
back  of  any  curt  or  carriage  was  to  be 
punished ;  and,  again — 


"  If  any  persons  shall  stand  together  in  the 
street  so  as  to  annoy  foot  passengers  " — 

not  60  as  to  obstruct  them,  but  only  so 
as  to  annoy  them — they  were  to  be  liable 
to  punishment ;  and — 

' '  If  any  person  loiters,  sits,  or  lies,  on  the  foot- 
way to  the  annoyance  of  the  foot  piissengers," 

he  should  be  tined.  In  fact,  under  this 
Bill  people  might  be  tined  for  anything. 
The  only  excuse  for  these  provisions  was, 
he  supposed,  that  the  Bill  was  not  in- 
tended to  bo  carried  out.  No  person 
might  have  a  bagatelle  or  a  billiard- 
table.  With  regard  to  the  regulations 
for  disorderly  houses,  no  doubt  the 
special  constituency  which  the  hon.  Ba- 
ronet (Sir  Herbert  Maxwell)  repre- 
sented would  desire  to  have  some  re- 
gulations of  that  kind  after  the  history 
ho  had  given ;  but  after  the  statistics 
that  had  been  given  he  thought  no 
one  else  would  desire  to  impose  such 
ridiculous  regulations  as  these.  It  could 
not  be  aoriouwly  intended  to  enforce  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill.  Any  person  find- 
inganygoodsaud  not  givingthem  up  was 
to  bo  subject  to  a  penalty.  He  did  not 
think  it  could  bu  seriously  Intended  to 
enforce  that. 

Mk.  ILLING  WORTH  asked  for  some 
authoritative  statement  as  to  the  pros- 
pect before  the  House.  It  would  be  ob- 
jectionable for  English  Members  to  in- 
terfere with  Scotch  Business,  and  he  did 
not  mean  to  do  so,  except  to  .say  that  it 
would  be  a  most  extraordinary  thing  if 
a  Bill  of  this  magnitude  should  be 
passed  through  Parliament  without  any 
proper  public  discussion ;  without  even 
u  (liscussion  on  the  second  reading, 
and  after  a  few  Sittings  of  a  Commit- 
tee upstairs,  and  without  any  Reports 
of  their  proceedings  having  been  pub- 
lished. If  the  Bill  was  a  valuable 
one  it  must  not  be  pushed  through  at 
the  tail  end  of  the  Session,  but  must  be 
deliberately  entered  upon.  His  object 
in  speaking  was  to  ask  what  the  Go- 
vernment intended  to  do  with  regard  to 
general  Business.  To  go  on  with  this 
Bill  seemed  to  him  a  breach  of  the  un- 
derstanding generally  arrived  at.  It 
was  understood  that  contentious  Busi- 
ness was  not  to  be  proceeded  with,  and 
that  the  Government  were  strongly  op- 
posed to  any  such  Business  being  en- 
tered upon.  He  would  like  to  know 
why  the  Home  Secretary  had  withdrawn 
his  London  Government  Bill  if  that  was 
not  the  case.  If  they  were  to  enter  upoa 


1011     PiaUo  Snath  (Irthni)      I  COMMONS ) 

any  Bill  of  length,  and  importance,  that 
Bill,  haying  adyanced  so  far,  was  entitled 
to  he  taken  up.  He  was  satisfied  that 
nothing  would  be  lost  by  taking  the 
vinter  for  a  fair  and  careful  considera- 
tion of  this  measure,  and  that  it  could 
be  entered  upon  early  next  Session,  and 
passed  with  greater  satisfaction  than  was 
now  possible. 

Mb.  DILLWTN  said,  he  thought  the 
House  had  a  right  to  a  categorical 
answer  to  the  question  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Wolverhampton  (Mr.  H.  H. 
Fowler)— namely,  whether  the  Govern- 
ment did  or  did  not  intend  to  carry  this 
Bill  to  its  conclusion  ?  If  they  did,  the 
House  must  prepare  to  sit  until  Septem- 
ber. If  they  did  not,  they  were  wasting 
time,  and  it  was  not  fair  to  ask  Members 
to  make  a  House  for  them  to  take  up 
Bills  which  they  did  not  intend  to  push 
to  a  legitimate  end.  He  hoped  that  be- 
fore the  House  went  into  Committee  the 
Government  would  give  some  answer  to 
that  question. 

Sm  WILLIAM  HAECOUET:  Of 
course,  the  Government  are  in  the  hands 
of  the  House,  and  more  particularly  of 
the  Scotch  Members,  upon  a  measure  of 
this  kind.  Certainly,  the  Government 
had  very  strong  reason  to  believe  with 
reference  to  this  Bill  that  there  was — I 
will  not  say  a  unanimous,  but — a  pre- 
dominant agreement  on  the  part  of 
Scotch  Members  in  favour  of  this  Bill ; 
but  when  the  Division  is  taken  we  shall 
see  what  the  opinion  of  the  Scotch  Mem- 
bers is,  and,  of  course,  the  Government 
will  be  guided  very  much  by  the  result 
of  the  Division.  Everybody  knows  that 
a  Bill  of  this  kind  affords  opportunities 
for  opposition ;  but  certainly  this  Bill 
having  been  through  a  Select  Commit- 
tee, we  supposed  that,  with  the  exception 
of  several  large  towns  in  Scotland  which 
had  Bills  of  their  own,  and  did  not  want 
any  general  Bill,  the  greater  part  of 
Scotland  was  in  favour  of  this  Bill,  and 
wanted  it.  The  Government  were  pre- 
pared to  go  as  far  as  they  could  to  try 
to  pass  this  Bill  into  law  this  Session ; 
but  this  question  must  be  decided  very 
much  by  the  Division  about  to  be  taken. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided: — ^AyeB68;Noe8 
32:  Majority  26.— (Div.  List,  No.  193.) 

Main  Question,  "That  Mr.  Speaker  do 
now  leave  the  Chair,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr,  Iliingworth 
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Bill  eoneidered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Mb.  M'LAEEN  :  I  beg  to  move  that 
the  Chairman  do  now  report  Progress. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again.  —  {Mr. 
M'Laren.) 

The  LOED  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfoub)  :  We  will  agree  to  reporting 
Progress  after  the  let  clause  is  disposed 
of. 

Clause  1  agreed  to. 

Me.  GEAY:  It  is  moved  that  the 
Chairman  do  report  Progress. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit 
again  upon  Thweday. 

CHARTERED  COMPAUIES  BILL. 

{Mir.  Attorney   General,  Mr.  Chaneilllor  of  the 

Exeheqiur,  Mr.  Solieitor  Oentral.) 

[bill  304.]      OOiaOTTEB. 

Bill  considered  in  Committee,  and 
reported,  without  Amendment. 

The  ATTOENET  GENEEAL  (Sir 
Hbnbt  James)  :  I  would  appeal  to  the 
House  to  allow  the  Bill  to  be  read  a 
third  time — looking  at  the  period  of  the 
Session,  and  at  the  fact  that  the  measure 
is  only  a  small  one. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  paued. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (IRELAND)  (DIS- 
TRICTS) BILL.— [BiiL  311.] 
(Jfr.  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland.) 
SECOND   BEADmO. 

Order  for  Second  Eeading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." — {Mr.  Solieitor  General  for  Ire- 
land.) 

Colonel  NOLAN  said,  he  did  not 
think  there  was  much  harm  in  the  Bill. 
It  seemed  to  him  to  afford  a  g^eat  oppor- 
tunity to  the  Executive  for  removing  a 
blot  in  the  Public  Health  Act  by  which 
Town  Commissioners  were  precluded 
from  borrowing  money  to  build  Town 
Halls  imless  they  were  sanitary  authori- 
ties. That  was  a  most  absurd  state  of 
things.  It  was  a  mistake  in  the  legisla- 
tion of  the  past,  and  the  Govemmeat 
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onght  to  pass  a  Bill  and  rectify  the  error 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  road  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  To-morrow.' 

SUPREME  COURT  OF    JUDICATURE 

AMENDMENT  BILL  [iorrf«]. 

(Jtr.  Attorney  Oenerol.) 

[bill  307.]      COMMITTEB. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Henry  James)  :  I  understand  there  is 
no  opposition  to  the  House  going  into 
Committee  on  this  Bill ;  but  the  hon. 
Member  for  Wolverhampton  (Mr.  H.  H. 
Fowler),  I  believe,  desires  to  move  an 
Amendment  in  Committee.  I  shall, 
therefore,  propose  to  take  the  Committee 
sta(;e  pro  formd — moving  at  once,  when 
in  Committee,  to  report  Progress. 

Bill  eoneidtrtd  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Committee  report  Progi'ess;  to  sit  again 
upon  Thursday. 

SUMMARY  JURISDICTION    (REPEAL, 

&c.)  BILL.— [Bill  254.] 

{Mr.  Bibbert,  Secretary  Sir   William  Sareourl.) 

CONSIDKRATION     OF    LOEDS'     AMEITDMENTS. 

Mr.  HIBBERT  said,  there  were  three 
Ameudmenta,  two  being  meant  to  amplify 
and  explain  an  Amendment  in  the  4th 
clause  of  the  Bill  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Bridport 
(Mr.  Warton),  the  others  being  merely 
explanatory  as  to  auditors. 

Mr.  WARTON  said,  he  merely  wished 
to  complain  that  no  means  were  adopted 
to  bring  before  the  notice  of  the  House 
what  the  Lords'  Amendments  were — not 
only  in  the  case  of  this  Bill,  but  in  the 
case  of  all  other  Bills.  There  were  no 
Amendments  on  the  Paper  to-day,  and 
no  one,  but,  he  supposed,  those  in  charge 
of  the  Bill,  had  any  opportunity  of 
knowing  what  the  Amendments  were. 
Ho  must  acknowledge  the  courtesy  with 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Under 
Secretary  of  8tate  for  the  Home  De- 
partment (Mr.  Hibbert)  had  met  him ; 
but  he  must  insist  that  the  House  should 
be  afforded  some  better  opportunity 
than  at  present  existed  of  kaowing 
what  was  going  on  between  the  one 
House  and  the  other.  It  was  very  doubt- 
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ful  whether  anyone  but  himself  and  the 
hon.  Member  (Mr.  Hibbert)  kaewwhat, 
in  the  present*  instance,  the  Lords' 
Amendments  were.  To  his  mind  it  was 
a  serious  defect  m  the  proceedure  of  the 
House  that  there  was  no  way  of  inform- 
ing hon.  Members,  as  they  ought  to  be 
informed,  of  what  was  going  on,  and 
what  Amendments  were  being  con- 
sidered. 

Lords'  Amendments  agrted  to. 

INFANTS'  BILL.- [Bill  308.] 

(Mr.  Bryei,  Mr.  Boraet  Davey,  Mr.  AndtrtOH, 

Mr.  Staceley  Bill.) 

CONSIDERATION. 

Order  for  Consideration,  as  amended, 
read. 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  I  move  that  this  Bill, 
as  amended,  be  now  considered. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed) 
"That  the  Bill,  as  amended,  be  now 
considered." — {Mr.  Hryce.) 

Mr.  warton  :  I  rise  to  Order 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  (Mr.  Bryce)  is  in  charge 
of  the  Bill ;  he  has  a  right  to  make  the 
Motion. 

Mr.  WARTON  :  I  have  a  right  to  be 
heard.  I  have  given  Notice  of  a  Motion 
to  re-commit  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  (Mr.  Bryce)  is  ia 
Order. 

Mr.  warton  :  I  have  a  right  to  bo 
heard. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  That  is  not  the 
case ;  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
is  disorderly. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BRYCE:  I  beg  to  move  that 
this  Bill  be  re-committed  with  respect 
to  a  new  Clause. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  re-eoramitted  in  re- 
spect of  a  new  Clause  (Court  may  make 
orders  as  to  custody)." — {Mr.  Bryce.) 

Mr.  WARTON:  With  the  utmost 
deference,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  bog  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  fact  that,  under 
Standing  Order  375,  I  was  entitled  to 
move  my  Motion.  The  words  of  the 
Standing  Order  are  very  distinct  indeed, 
as  it  appears  to  me ;  and  I  now  put  it  to 
you  whether  the  fact  of  the  hon.  and 
Iparned  Gentleman  in  charge  of  the 
BUI  having  put  down  oae  Amendment 
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has  not  precluded  him  from  the  right  to 
re-oommit  the  Bill  generally  ? 

Me.  SPEAKEB  :  The  hon.  and 
leai^ned  Member  for  Bri^ort  is  entitled 
to  raise  this  question.  He  can  move  to 
leave  out  the  words  "  in  respect  of  a 
new  Clause ;  "  and,  if  the  Motion  is 
carried,  he  can  move  the  general  re- 
commitment of  the  Bill. 

Me.  TOMLINSON  said,  he  did  not 
know  what  the  form  of  the  Motion  be- 
fore the  House  was,  as  it  was  not  on  the 
Paper ;  but  he  desired  to  move  that  the 
Bill  be  re-committed  as  a  whole,  or  to 
strike  out  the  words  "in  respect  of  a 
new  Olause."  He  wished  to  call  attention 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  Bill  was 
carried  through  the  Committee  last 
week.  It  was  considered  two  days- 
first  on  Tuesday,  and  the  Committee 
was  then  ordered  for  Thursday;  but, 
by  subsequent  arrangement,  the  day 
was  altered  to  Friday,  and  the  con- 
sequence of  that,  to  his  (Mr.  Tomlin- 
Bon's)  knowledge,  was  that  several  hon. 
Members  who  had  intended  to  take  part 
in  the  discussion  in  Committee  were  not 
present.  It  was  probably  owing  to  that 
circumstance  that  the  Bill  came  before 
them  in  its  present  form,  a  form  which 
all  must  confess  a  very  awkward  one. 
Clause  3,  it  seemed  to  him,  was  in  a 
shape  which  was  quite  nonsensical.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  in  charge  of 
the  Bill  had  given  Notice  of  two  new 
Clauses  on  Beport,  and  there  were  a 
large  number  of  Amendments,  some  of 
which,  he  submitted,  were  necessary  to 
make  the  measure  a  workable  one.  If 
the  Bill  was  to  pass  at  all,  it  was  very 
unfortunate  that  they  should  have  all 
these  Amendments  on  Beport. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
the  words  "  in  respect  of  a  new  Clause." 
— (Mr.  Tomlinson.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

Ma.  WAETON  said,  he  was  very  sorry 
that  he  should  have  appeared  disorderly 
in  trying  to  press  a  point  on  Mr. 
Speaker  when  Mr.  Speaker  did  not 
think  he  was  right  in  so  doing.  He 
(Mr.  Warton)  had  given  Notice  of  his 
Motion ;  he  did  not  wish  to  argue  the 
point ;  but  desired  to  apologize  if  he 
had  been  disorderly  in  putting  to  Mr. 
Speaker  what  he  thought  he  was  en- 
titled to  put.    He  was  within  the  hear- 

Jfr,  Warton 


ing  of  Members  who  were  present  late 
on  Friday  night,  when  the  Solicitor 
General  took  alively  interest  in  the  Bill. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  it 
would  be  remembered,  was  opposed  to 
reporting  Progress,  a  Motion  for  which 
was  made  because  there  was  an  extra- 
ordinary clause  in  the  BiU,  a  clause 
which  had  not  met  with  the  approval  of 
the  House.  There  had  been  a  dispute 
as  to  whether  the  clause  should  be  with- 
drawn or  Progress  should  be  reported. 
Ultimately  the  clause  was  withdrawn, 
on  the  understanding  that  it  should  be 
brought  forward  again  in  a  modified 
form.  He  found  to-day  that  very  slight 
alteration  had  been  made  in  accordance 
with  the  Amendment  proposed  by  him- 
self to  the  proposal  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  the  Tower  Hamlets 
(Mr.  Bryce).  The  obnoxious  provision 
had  only  been  slightly  altered.  But, 
irrespective  of  that,  it  was  obviously  the 
feeling  of  the  Committee  with  regard  to 
the  Bill — which  was  an  important  one, 
affecting  the  relations  existing  between 
husband  and  wife,  between  father  and 
mother  and  child,  and  bringing  up  a 
great  number  of  important  questions — 
that  it  should  not  be  gone  on  with  this 
Session.  The  2nd  olause  had  been  cut 
out,  and  was  to  be  very  materially 
altered  ;  and,  seeing  that  it  was  such  an 
important  measure,  interfering  so  seri- 
ously with  domestic  relation^  it  should 
not  be  proceeded  with  at  so  late  an  hour 
in  the  morning ;  but,  under  any  circum- 
stances, it  was  important  that  it  should 
go  back  to  Committee,  for  the  reason 
that,  on  Beport,  Members  could  only 
speak  once  on  each  Amendment.  They 
could  have  fairer,  fuller,  and  freer  dis- 
cussion in  Committee,  and  could  lay 
their  heads  together  and  see  what  could 
be  done  to  improve  the  Bill.  The  Soli- 
citor General  was  very  fair  and  candid 
in  the  matter  on  Friday ;  and  he  (Mr. 
Warton)  would  put  it  to  him  whether 
the  Bill  should  not  be  now  re-com- 
mitted ? 

Colonel  NOLAN  said,  he  wished  to 
make  an  observation  on  a  point  of  pro- 
cedure and  Order.  He  believed  that  all 
the  objection  the  last  time  the  Bill  was 
before  them  was  to  a  particular  clause 
now  withdrawn.  It  had  been  omitted 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  in 
charge  of  the  measure,  and  another  waa 
to  be  substituted  for  it.  What  he 
wanted  to  know  was,  where  they  were 


1017 


InfanU 


(Jttlt  29,  18841 


Bin. 


1018 


to  see  this  now  clause  ?  It  was  uot  on 
the  Paper. 

Me.  BETCE  :  It  is  on  the  Paper. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  The  clause  moved 
last  time  ? 

Mr.  BEYCE:  No;  the  substituted 
clause. 

Colonel  NOLAN:  That,  then,  is 
satisfactory. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  .-—Ayes  44  ;  Noes 
6:  Majority  39.— (Div.  List,  No.  194.) 

Main  Question  put. 

Bill  re-eommitted. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Mr.  BBTCE  said,  he  had  to  move 
the  new  Clause  —  "Court  may  make 
orders  as  to  custody."  It  provided  that 
the  Court  might,  on  application,  make 
order  for  the  custody  of  the  infant.  He 
had  omitted  all  reference  to  the  ques- 
tion of  religion  and  education,  to  which 
objection  was  taken  at  the  last  Sitting, 
and  he  hoped  the  Committee  would  see 
no  objection  now  to  accepting  it. 

New  Clause : — 
(Court  may  make  orders  as  to  custody.) 

"  The  court  may,  upon  the  application  of  the 
mother  of  any  infant  (who  may  apply  without 
next  friend  I,  make  such  order  as  it  may  think 
fit  regarding  the  custody  of  such  infant,  having 
regard  to  the  welfare  of  the  infant,  and  to  the 
conduct  of  the  parents,  and  to  the  wishes  as 
well  of  the  mother  as  of  the  father,  and  may 
alter,  vary,  or  discharge  such  order  on  the  ap- 
plication of  either  parent,  or,  after  the  death  of 
either  parent,  of  any  guardian  under  this  Act," 

— brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Clause  read  a  second  time,  and  addtd 
to  the  Bill. 

Bill  reported,  as  amended. 

Bill,  as  amended,  considered. 

Mr.  BETCE  said,  the  clause  of  which 
he  had  given  Notice  he  moved  in  conse- 
quence of  a  suggestion  of  the  Solicitor 
General.  It  had  reference  to  the  re- 
moval of  proceedings  and  to  appeals, 
giving  either  party  to  a  case  power  to 
make  application  for  the  removal  of  the 
case  from  the  County  Court,  or  in  Scot- 
land from  the  SherifiTs  Court,  to  the 
Superior  Court — namely,  the  High  Court 
of  Justice  in  England  or  Ireland,  or  to 
the  Court  of  Session  in  Scotland.  Pre- 
cedents in  regard  to  the  removal  of  cases 
had  been  followed  in  either  case.  There 


was  also  a  provision  for  an  appeal  from 
the  County  Court  or  Sheriff's  Court  de- 
cisions to  the  Superior  Court  in  England, 
Ireland,  or  Scotland. 

New  Clause : — 

(As  to  removing  proceedings  and  appeals.) 

"  (In  England  and  Ireland  when  any  applica- 
tion has  been  made  under  this  Aot  to  a  county 
court  the  High  Court  of  Justice  may,  at  the 
instance  of  an^  party  to  such  application,  order 
such  application  to  be  removed  to  the  High 
Court  of  Justice  and  there  proceeded  with  be- 
fore a  judge  of  the  Chancery  Division,  on  such 
terms  as  to  costs  or  otherwise  as  it  may  think 
proper. 

"  In  England  and  Ireland  an  appeal  shall  lie 
to  the  High  Court  of  Justice  from  any  order 
made  by  a  county  court  under  this  Act ;  and, 
subject  to  an^  Uules  of  Court  made  after  the 
passing  of  this  Act,  any  such  appeal  shall  be 
heard  by  a  judge  of  the  Chancery  Division  of 
the  High  Court  of  Justice  at  Chambers  or  in 
Court,  as  he  shall  direct. 

"  In  Scotland  any  application  made  under 
this  Act  to  a  sheriff  court  may  be  removed  to  the 
court  of  session,  at  the  instance  of  any  party, 
in  the  manner  provided  by  and  subject  to  the 
cmditions  prescribed  by  the  ninth  section  of 
'  The  Sheriflf  Court  (Scotland)  Act,  1877." 

"  In  Scotland  an  appeal  shall  lie  to  either 
division  of  the  court  of  session  from  any  order 
made  by  a  sheriff  court  under  this  Act.)" — 
i,Mr.  Bri/ee,) 

— brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  WAETON  said,  his  objection 
was  in  regard  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
County  Court  under  this  Act.  It  was 
rather  an  awkward  manner  of  discussing 
the  point  on  this  Amendment.  He  was 
sure  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  did 
not  wish  to  get  the  consent  of  the  House 
beforehand,  so  that  they  would  come  to 
the  consideration  of  the  point  with  hands 
tied.  It  was  obvious  they  could  not  give 
it  the  same  consideration  they  could  in 
Committee.  But  he  had  a  great  objec- 
tion to  any  jurisdiction  of  the  County 
Court  whatever — it  would  be  better  in 
such  cases  to  go  at  once  to  the  High 
Court.  In  so  far  as  this  clause  involved 
the  County  Court,  he  thought  this  clause 
was  unnecessary;  and  he  submitted  to 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  that  the 
fairer  way  to  decide  the  point  would  be 
to  withdraw  the  clause  now,  and  to  in- 
troduce it  as  a  sub-section  at  the  end  of 
the  6th  section  ;  because  those  who  at- 
tacked the  clause  altogether  could  raise 
the  question  fairly  there,  for  though 
this  was  a  new  clause,  logically  it  would 
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come  after  the  6th  clause,  and  should 
not  be  introduced  on  a  previous  Amend- 
ment. If  the  House  did  not  pass  the 
clause  now,  he  should,  in  one  sense,  be 
sorry ;  for  if  the  House  adhered  to  the 
retention  of  the  County  Court  jurisdic- 
tion which  the  Committee  adopted  in 
Clause  6,  of  course  there  would  be  no 
objection  to  this  clause;  as  a  part  of  and 
necessary  pendant  to  Clause  6,  it  would 
be  a  very  proper  provision  indeed.  But 
the  objection  now  was  it  committed  the 
House  in  advance,  and  tied  them  down 
to  the  6th  section.  For  his  own  part, 
he  might  say  it  was  his  intention  to 
strike  out  County  Courts,  for  he  was 
quite  sure  it  was  an  improper  tribunal 
to  be  intrusted  with  jurisdiction  over 
such  delicate  points  as  these.  He  did 
not  know  what  view  the  Solicitor  Gene- 
ral might  take  ;  he  should  like  to  have 
it,  for  it  would  very  much  guide  his 
(Mr.  Warton's)  opinion.  What  ho  sub- 
mitted now  was  that  if  the  House  as- 
sented to  this  clause  they  committed 
themselves  to  Clause  6,  whereas  if  it 
were  withdrawn  now  it  could  very  well 
be  introduced  at  the  end  of  Clause  6. 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  (Sir 
Fabber  Hebsohell)  said,  the  course  he 
proposed  to  take  was  to  propose  certain 
Amendments  to  the  clause  to  make  it 
clear — which  he  did  not  feel  it  was  at 
present — that  any  party  to  the  applica- 
tion should  have  the  right  to  remove  the 
case  to  the  Superior  Court.  At  present 
the  clause  stood — "the  High  Court  of 
Justice  may,  at  the  instance  of  any 
party,  &c. " ;  he  would  have  it  made 
clear  that  parties  were  entitled  to  have 
it  removed.  Safe-guarded  in  that  way 
they  might  leave  the  County  Court  with 
jurisdiction  safely  where  no  party  ob- 
jected. 

Mr.  HORACE  DAVET  said,  he  re- 
gretted the  Solicitor  General  had  pro- 
posed this  Amendment. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  (Sir 
Fabber  Hebsohell)  explained  he  had 
not  done  so  yet. 

Mb.  INCE  said,  he  thought  the  ques- 
tion would  be  better  considered  after 
Clause  6.  He  thought  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  had  not  improved  his 
Bill  by  putting  in  the  reference  to 
County  Courts.  In  cases  of  dispute  be- 
tween husband  and  wife  it  was  as  well 
there  should  be  a  little  difficulty  and 
some  expense  before  the  parties  could 
rush  into  Court.    He  should  be  prepared 
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to  strike  out  the  words  "or  County 
Court  of  the  district,"  his  object  being 
not  in  the  slightest  way  to  cast  a  doubt 
upon  the  County  Court,  but  simply  be- 
cause, if  disputes  arose,  there  should  be  a 
little  difficulty  in  the  way  before  the 
parties  could  make  those  disputes  public 
by  rushing  into  Court,  giving  a  little 
time  for  reflection  and  for  the  bitterness 
to  pass  away.  The  practitioners  in 
County  Courts  were  not  of  the  highest 
class,  and  he  thought  it  was  very  un- 
desirable that  second  or  third-rate  at- 
torneys should  be  brought  into  actions 
of  this  kind.  The  more  a  little  difficulty, 
and  even  a  little  expense,  could  be  in- 
troduced, the  better  for  all  parties  it 
would  be  in  the  long  run.  He  would 
ask  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
the  Tower  Hamlets  (Mr.  Bryce)  to  defer 
further  consideration  of  the  clause,  to 
postpone  it  to  the  6th  clause,  in  order 
that  the  House  might  not  be  fettered 
when  they  approached  the  oonsideratioa 
of  that. 

Mb.  TOMLINSON  said,  an  appeal 
had  been  made  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  the  Tower  Hamlets  to  take 
the  clause  after  Clause  6  ;  he  would  like 
to  ask  the  Speaker's  ruling,  could  not 
the  House  accede  to  that  f  His  desire 
was  to  put  the  Bill  in  the  best  form 
possible. 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  That  cannot  be 
done. 

Motion  agretd  to. 

Clause  read  a  second  time. 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  (Sir 
Fabbeb  Hebsohell)  said,  he  proposed 
to  amend  the  clause  in  the  second  line 
by  leaving  out  the  words  "the  High 
Court  of  Justice  may,  at  the  instance 
of ; "  and  then,  in  the  next  line,  after 
"  application,"  to  leave  out  "  order 
such  application  to,"  and  insert,  "  shall 
be  entitled  to  an  order  of  the  High 
Court  of  Justice  that  -  such  application 
shall."  So  the  clause  would  run  thus — 

"  In  England  and  Ireland,  when  any  appli- 
cation has  been  made  under  this  Act  to  a  County- 
Court,  any  party  to  such  application  shall  be 
entitled  to  an  order  of  the  High  Court  of  Jus- 
tice that  such  application  shall  be  removed  to 
the  High  Court  of  Justice," 

and  BO  on.  That  would  make  it  clear  it 
was  a  matter  of  right.  And  then,  in 
the  next  line  but  one,  he  would  propose 
to  leave  out  the  words  after  "  division." 
He  did  not  think  there  should  be  any 
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other  power  but  the  absolute  right  of 
removal  from  the  County  Court  to  the 
High  Court. 

Aniondment  proposed,  in  line  2  of 
new  Clause,  to  leave  out  the  -n-ords 
"  the  nigh  Court  of  Justice  may,  at 
the  instance  of." — {Mr.  tSolioitor  Qme- 
ral.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  bo  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
new  Clause." 

Mr.  HORACE  DAVEY  said,  he  re- 
gretted the  Sfilicitnr  General  had  pro- 
posed this  Amendment.  He  quite  re- 
cognized the  desire  that  there  should  be 
a  line  drawn  beyond  which  applications 
should  be  to  the  High  Court,  and,  of 
course,  there  was  no  line  that  could  bo 
deSned  by  value ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
those  who  wore  interested  in  this  Bill 
felt  that  it  was  a  BiU  for  the  benefit  of 
the  poor  as  weU  na  the  rich — perhaps 
mainly  for  the  benefit  of  tho  poor. 
Though  it  might  be  quite  true,  as  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Hastings 
(Mr.  Ince)  said,  that  County  Court  juris- 
diciion  might  not  always  be  administered 
with  that  nicety  and  precision  which 
characterized  tlae  High  Court,  still 
people  did  appreciate  the  County  Courts 
whose  purses  were  not  long  enough  to 
go  to  the  High  Court,  lie  regretted 
that  the  Solicitor  General  made  it  com- 
pulsory for  the  Court  to  make  an  order, 
for  the  effect  would  be  in  some  cases  to 
deprive  those  persons  whose  purses  were 
not  long  of  the  benefit  of  the  Act.  An 
applicant  to  a  County  Court,  perhaps, 
might  not  have  the  means  of  applying 
to  the  Higher  Court ;  and  the  other  side 
might  then,  haviug  larger  means,  by 
the  transfer  to  the  High  Court,  deprive 
the  applicant  of  justice.  But  they  were 
at  the  mercy  of  the  Government  in  re- 
spect of  the  Bill.  His  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  (Mr.  Bryce)  would  have  an  op- 
portunity of  speaking ;  perhaps,  in  the 
interest  of  the  Bill,  he  would  accept  the 
Amendment;  but  if  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  divided  against  it  he  should 
support  him.  As  a  matter  of  drafting, 
ho  would  suggest  to  tho  .Solicitor  General 
that,  with  less  alteration  of  the  clause, 
his  object  would  be  accomplished  by 
substituting  the  word  "shall"  for  the 
word  "may." 

Mr.  HEALY  said,  speaking  with 
some  knowledge  of  the  County  Courts 
of  Ireland,  and  their  manner  of  admi- 


nistering justice,  he  strongly  endorsed 
what  the  Solicitor  General  had  said. 

Mr.  HOPWOOD  said,  he  agreed  the 
Amendment  would  result  in  a  denial  to 
many  of  the  benefit  of  tho  Act.  In 
cases  of  a  struggle  between  man  and 
wife,  it  was  ten  to  one  the  husband  had 
the  heaviest  purse,  and  tho  wife  small 
means  of  asserting  her  right.  In  going 
to  a  County  Court,  the  result  would 
very  likely  be  the  parties  would  be  satis- 
fied with  the  fair  decision  of  the  County 
Court  Judge,  and  he  ^liould  have  hoped 
this  was  the  case  in  Ireland  as  well  as 
England ;  if  they  were  not  satisfied, 
there  was  still  an  appeal  open.  But 
now,  instead  of  that,  there  would  be  the 
means  in  the  hands  of  the  party  who 
wished  to  delay  the  matter  to  say — "  No, 
it  shall  bo  removed  to  the  High  Court 
in  the  Metropolis  or  in  Dublin."  He 
extremely  regretted  the  Amendment  had 
been  moved. 

Mb.  bryce  regretted  the  line  the 
Solicitor  General  had  taken,  and  ho 
thought  it  would  considerably  impair  the 
value  of  the  Bill ;  but  at  that  hour  of 
the  night  and  time  of  the  Session  it 
would  be  useless  to  oj)po8e  the  sugges- 
tion from  the  Government  Bench,  and 
he  should  not  oppose  the  Amendment. 

TuE  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  (Sir 
F.VBBEB  Herscitell)  Said,  it  must  be 
remembered  this  proposal  in  respect  to 
the  County  Court  having  jui'isdiction 
was  only  an  afterthought ;  it  was  not  in 
the  original  Bill. 

Mb.  INCE  said,  he  had  some  doubt 
if  the  Amendment  really  carried  out  the 
Solicitor  General's  intention.  There 
would  be  always  a  dispute  whether  the 
case  should  be  heard  in  a  Superior  Court 
or  not,  interlarding  another  dispute  to 
tho  one  iu  existence.  Would  it  not  be 
better  to  introduce  after  "  shall "  the 
words  "  as  a  matter  of  course,"  or  ''as 
a  matter  of  right  ?  "  That  would  carry 
out  the  intention  which,  as  he  under- 
stood it,  was  that,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
it  should  bo  carried  to  the  Superior 
Court.  If  the  words  were  left  as  they 
stood,  there  would  always  be  a  prelimi- 
nary dispute  as  to  whether  it  was  a  caso 
to  be  taken  to  the  Superior  Court  or  not. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  (Sir 
Fabbeb  Uebschell)  said,  perhaps  the 
simpler  way  would  be  to  substituto 
"  shall  "  for  "  may."  It  was  sometimes 
objected  that  to  make  it  peromplory 
and  say  "the  High  Court  wiall,"   was 
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not  respectful  to  the  High  Court;  but 
he  did  not  see  much  in  the  objection 
himself.  He  would,  with  the  leave  of 
the  House,  withdraw  his  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  line  2  of  the 
new  Clause,  to  leave  out  the  word 
"  may,"  and  insert  the  word  "  shall." 
— {Mr.  Holieitor  General.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  line  5  of 
new  Clause,  to  leave  out  the  worda  "  or 
otherwise." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mb.  TOMLINSON  said,  he  did  not 
quite  know  whether  his  Amendment 
would  now  come  in ;  it  was  to  add,  after 
the  word  "Division,"  the  words — 

"  Or,  in  the  rase  of  any  application  within 
the  County  Palatine  of  Lancaster,  to  the  Court 
of  Chancery  of  the  County  of  Lancaster." 

He  wished  to  introduce  this,  for  it  was 
a  Court  that  for  many  centuries  had  had 
jurisdiction  over  iDfants,  and  was  per- 
fectly competent  to  have  that  jurisdic- 
tion ;  and  it  had  the  advantage  that  it 
lay  at  the  door  readj  of  access  to  parties. 

Me.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
cannot  move  the  Amendment  as  he  pro- 
poses ;  the  House  has  passed  the  point 
at  which  he  wishes  to  insert  his  Amend- 
ment, and  has  omitted  subsequent  words. 

Mb.  TOMLINSON  said,  then  he 
would  move  the  Amendment  at  the  end 
of  the  sixth  line  after  the  word  "Jus- 
tice." The  Amendment  would  then 
apply  to  appeals ;  and  he  urged  it  for 
the  reasons  he  had  given. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  line  6,  after  the  word  "Justice,"  to  in- 
sert the  words,  "  or,  in  the  case  of  any  appli- 
cation within  the  County  Palatine  of  Ltmcaster, 
to  the  Court  of  Chancery  of  the  County  of  Lan- 
caster."— {Mr.  Tomlinaon.) 

Question,  "  That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  negatived. 

Clause,  as  amended,  added  to  the  Bill. 

Me.  TOMLINSON  said,  he  should 
now  move  the  insertion  of  the  new  clause, 
of  which  he  had  given  Notice,  after 
Clause  3.  The  House  was  well  aware 
by  this  time  that  the  Bill  effected  very 
great  changes  in  the  law  relating  to  in- 
fants; and  he  thought  that  parties  en- 
tering into  the  state  of  matrimony  would 
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have  before  them  the  state  of  things 
applicable  to  their  own  case ;  and,  under 
the  circumstances,  it  was  only  fair  and 
right  that  persons  should  have  the  power 
of  determining,  by  ante-nuptial  settle- 
ment, the  relations  they  wished  to  exist 
in  the  event  of  premature  death,  which 
might  happen  shortly  after  marriage. 
He  thought  it  essential,  in  view  of  the 
change  in  the  law,  that  parties  should 
have  the  power  of  making  such  pro- 
vision as  they  thou^it  proper. 

New  Clause: — 
(Power  to  appoint  guardians  by  ante-nuptial 
settlement.) 

"  It  shall  he  competent  for  all  persons  in  con- 
templation of  marriage,  by  ante-nuptial  settle- 
ment or  agreement  for  settlement,  to  make 
provision  for  the  guardianship  of  the  infant 
children  of  the  marriage;  and  in  such  cases 
sections  two  and  three  of  this  Act,  so  far  as  they 
are  inconsistent  with  such  provisions,  shall  not 
apply," — {Mr.  Tmnlimon,) 

— brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Me.  BBYCE  said,  he  hoped  the  House 
would  not  agree  to  the  second  reading 
of  this  clause,  which  was  quite  contrary 
to  the  principle  of  the  Bill. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  WARTON  said,  the  next  new 
clause  standing  in  his  name  was  in- 
tended to  provide  for  the  religious  edu- 
cation of  children  by  deed  or  marriage 
settlement  executed  before  marriage. 
If  a  father  promised  to  bring  up  his 
children  in  a  certain  religion,  and  after- 
wards broke  that  promise,  he  could  avail 
himself  of  the  Common  Law  right.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  the  clause  was  very 
necessary,  because  without  it  there 
would  be  no  means  of  carrying  out  the 
wishes  of  the  parents  with  regard  to  the 
religion  of  their  children.  The  effect  of 
the  clause  would  be  to  prevent  hasty 
promises  being  made,  and  afterwards 
broken.  The  clause  of  which  he  begged 
to  move  the  second  reading  was  as 
follows : — 

(Effect  of  marriage  settlement.) 
"  Any  contract  made,  or  covenant  entered 
into,  by  means  of  any  deed  or  marriage  settle- 
ment executed  before,  and  in  contemplation  of, 
marriage,  touching  the  religion,  education,  or 
guardianship  of  any  child  or  children  to  be  bora 
of  such  marriage,  shall  prevail  over  the  provi- 
sions of  this  Act." 
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Mk.  ANDERSON  rose  to  Order.  He 
asked  whether  this  clause,  if  not  in  the 
same  words,  was  not  substantially  the 
same  as  the  clause  which  had  just  been 
nepativo'l  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  I  do  not  see  any 
diffi>rence  between  the  two  claasen.  The 
Motion  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
cannot  be  put. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  lino 
8,  to  leave  out  the  words  "  and  shall 
come  into  operation  on  its  passing." — 
{Mr.  War  ton.) 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mb.  TOMLINSON  said,  it  was  now 
by  Statute  a  rule  of  construction  that 
the  masculine  included  the  feminine,  but 
the  neuter  included  neither  the  femi- 
nine nor  the  masculine.  In  line  10  of 
Clause  2,  the  word  "its"  occurred,  and 
as  it  was  not  customary  except  in  the 
case  of  very  young  children  to  speak  of 
infants  as  of  the  neuter  gender,  ho 
should  move  that  the  word  "his"  be 
substituted  for  "its." 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
10,  to  leave  out  the  word  "  its,"  and 
insert  the  word  "  his." — {Mr.  Tomlinton.) 

Question,  "'That  the  word  'its  '  stand 
part  of  the  Bill,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WABTON  said,  he  had  to 
propose  an  Amendment  to  Clause  3, 
which  did  not  make  it  at  all  clear  that 
it  was  to  apply  when  the  parents  of  the 
infants  were  living  togi  ther.  However 
repugnant  the  idea  of  divorce  might  be, 
yet  divorce  was  the  law  of  the  land.  It 
was  quite  clear  that  marriages  were  dis- 
solved in  two  ways  by  law — sometimes  by 
divorce,  and  sometimes  by  judicial  sepa- 
ration. He  wanted  to  know  whether 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  who 
brought  in  this  Bill  had  considered  for 
a  moment  the  positions  of  parties  who, 
although  married,  were  separated  by  the 
law  ?  He  did  not  speak  of  those  who 
separated  themselves,  but  of  those  who 
■were  judicially  separated — that  was  to 
say,  persons  separated  by  order  of  the 
law  ;  because  it  was  the  duty  of  those 
otherwise  separated  to  come  together. 
Had  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
considered  whether  a  person  divorced  on 
the  ground  of  cruelty  or  adultery  was  to 
have  the  same  rights  as  a  person  only 
judicially  separated,  or  did  he  consider 
that  the  words  were  sufficiently  wide  to 
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cover  this  caso  ?  If  not,  he  hoped  the 
hon.  and  learned  Solicitor  General 
would  interpose  the  weight  of  his  autho- 
rity in  favour  of  his  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  piiffo  1,  line  12,  before  the  word  "each," 
to  insert  the  words  "  while  the  marriage  is  sub- 
sintinff.  iind  before  any  decree  or  order  for 
dirorce  or  jiidieisl  aepamtion  ha*  been  made." 
—(iff.  ffarlon.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  BRYCE  said,  the  point  raised  by 
the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  was,  no  doubt,  important ;  but 
he  and  his  hon.  Fri end <  had  considered  it, 
and  come  to  the  conclusion  that  that  case 
was  met  by  the  3oth  section  of  the  exist- 
ing Act,  and  they  were,  therefore,  un- 
willing to  disturb  the    wording  of  the 

Mr."  TOMLINSON  said,  he  felt  bound 
to  state  that  the  explanation  of  the  hon. 
nnd  learned  Gentleman  did  not  satisfy 
him.  The  Act  referred  to  related  to  a 
state  of  things  which  would  cease  when 
the  present  Bill  became  law.  They 
must  remember  that  this  Bill  was  intro- 
duced for  till-  purpose  of  changing  the 
law  with  regard  to  infants,  and  he  did  not 
understand  how  it  could  be  said  that 
under  the  previous  Act  the  Court  had 
power  to  deal  with  the  cases  contem- 
plated by  the  Amendment  of  his  hon. 
and  learned  Friend. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes  2  ;  Noes 
32:  Majority  30.— (Div.  List,  No.  195.) 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  had 
not  voted, 

Hoiue  accordingly  adjourned 

at  twenty-flve  iDinatei 

before  Four  o'clock, 


HOUSE     OF    COMMONS, 
TTedMsJay,  30lh  July,  1884. 
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Private  BiLi  (iy  Order)— Seeond Reading — Earl 
of  Devon's  EatateB.* 

Public  Bills — Ordered — Tir$t  Reading — Cor- 
rupt Practices  (Suapensioti  ol  Elections)  * 
[314]. 

Second  Reading  —  Cholera,  &c.  Protection* 
[3"31. 

Commiilre — fteport  —  PuMic  Health  (Ireland) 
(DistricU)*  [311]. 

Contidered  ai  amendtd — Third  Reading — Super- 
annuation *  [1461,  and  pntied. 

Third  Reading — Metropolitan  Asylums  Board 
(Borrowing  Powers)  •  [310] ;  Expiring  Laws 
Continuance  *  [306],  and  panwH. 

Withdrawn  —  Waterworks  Rating  •  [16S]  ; 
Waterworks Ratinp (Scotland)* [197];  Muni- 
cipal Corporations  (llurough  Funds)  •  [112]  ; 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment*  [113]; 
Hif^h  Court  of  Justice  (Provincial  Sittings)  * 
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PRIVATE    BUSINESS. 

HULL.  BARNSLEY,  AND  WEST  RIDING 

JUNCTION  RAILWAY  AND  DOCK 

(MONEY)  BILL. 

COKSIBEKATION.       THIRD    HEADINQ. 

Motion  made,  and  Qiie.stion  proposed, 

"That,  in  the  caso  of  the  Hull,  Bamsler, 
and  West  Riding  Junction  Railway  and  Dock 
(Money)  Bill,  Standing  Orders  84,  207,  214, 
216,  and  239  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  be 
now  taken  into  consideration,  provided  amended 
prints  shall  have  been  jjreviously  deposited." — 
(Colonel  Gerard  Smith.) 

Mr.  PULESTON  said,  he  had  no  de- 
sire to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House, 
nor  did  he  wish  unnecessarily  to  divide 
the  House  upon  this  Bill,  and  he  was 
perfectly  prepared  to  state  his  views  in 
opposition  to  the  measure  yesterday. 
He  rai(?ht  say  that  he  had  no  personal 
interest  whatever  in  the  Bill,  nor  was 
he  acquainted  with  anyone  who  was  di- 
rectly or  indirectly  concerned  in  it.  His 
opposition  to  it  was  baaed  entirely  upon 
a  question  of  procedure,  and  he  would 
venture  to  suggest  that  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  Wycombe  (Colonel 
Gerard  Smith)  should  give  some  reason 
why  he  proposed  that  all  the  Standing 
Orders  of  tlie  House  should  be  suspended 
by  wholesale  for  thn  purpose  of  passing;, 
in  this  way,  a  Bill  of  very  great  import- 
ance, the  p'ovisions  of  which  were  at 
variance  with  nil  the  Forms  of  the  House 
and  with  Parliamentary  usage.  It  also 
ignored  some  very  important  principles 
laid  down  by  the  Standing  Orders  for 
the  conduct  of  Private  Business.  The 
promoters  of  the  Bill  applied  to  Parlia- 
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Stock  to  the  extent  of  £1,500,000,  and 
hitherto  the  rule  upon  which  Debenture 
Stock  was  granted  had  been  rigidly  en- 
forced by  Parliament — namely,  that  a 
proportionate  amount  of  share  capital 
should  also  be  issued.  As  he  understood, 
this  Company  had  already  passed  a 
Hill  which  sunctioned  the  issue  of  this 
£1,500,000  ;  but  they  had  failed  to  issue 
it  under  the  name  of  Preference  Stock. 
They,  therefore,  came  to  the  House  for 
power  to  call  it  Debenture  Stock.  Now, 
he  thought  it  was  only  reasonable  that 
there  should  be  very  strong  reasons  as- 
signed before  the  House  consented,  in  a 
hurried  manner,  at  a  late  period  of  the 
Session,  to  accede  to  a  request  to  sus- 
pend by  wholesale  every  Standing  Order 
uf  tho  HouBO  in  such  an  important  case 
ns  this.  The  Standing  Orders  required 
that  a  Bill  should  have  been  printed 
three  clear  days  before  the  House  was 
asked  to  consider  it ;  and,  further,  that 
the  third  reading  and  the  consideration 
of  it  should  not  be  taken  on  the  same  day. 
There  were  one  or  two  other  Standing 
Orders  which  also  involved  important 
principles,  but  which  were  proposed  to 
he  set  aside  exceptionally  m  this  casi>. 


He  thought  it  was  necessary,  before  the 
House  consented  to  the  Resolution  pro- 
po.sed  by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member, 
tliat  they  should  have  a  statement  of  the 
main  provisions  of  the  Bill,  and  know 
why  this  extraordinary  course  was  pro- 
posed to  be  taken.  He  ceitainly  must 
protest  against  such  an  attempt  to  pro- 
mote Private  Bill  Legislation,  and  to 
occupy  the  time  of  the  House  by  stretch- 
ing its  Rules  to  a  point  never  previously 
proposed.  He  might  further  state,  for 
the  information  of  the  House,  that  the 
Company  promoting  the  Bill  had  already 
had,  during  the  Session,  two  Bills  before 
the  House,  one  of  which  only  obtained 
the  Royal  Assent  last  month,  and  it  was 
certainly  competent  for  the  Company  to 
have  included  in  that  Bill  the  provisions 
now  asked  for,  instead  of  leaving  an  im- 
portant matter  uf  this  kind  to  the  last 
days  of  the  Session,  and  then  rushing 
the  Bill  through  the  House  at  railroad 
speed,  in  violation  of  everj'  Rule  and 
Standing  Order  of  the  House,  and  in 
violation  of  the  fixed  principle  he  had 
referred  to — that  a  projiortiouate  amount 
of  shares  should  accompany  the  issue  of 
Debenture  Stock.  The  Bill,  utterly  re- 
gardless of  the  interests  either  of  ahare- 
ment    for  power  to  (n«ate  Debenture  I  holders,  or  debenture-holders,  or  of  the 
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measure,  and  they  wore  not  responsible 
for  the  suspenision  of  the  usual  i'orma  of 
the  House.  AVhatever  injury  was  done 
to  tlio  Forms  of  the  House,  the  House 
itself  had  done  with  its  eyes  open.  He 
would  add,  however,  that  a  vast  amount 
of  injury  would  be  done  if,  after  tlie 
Comuiitcee  had  arrived  at  the  (.-ouclusina 
tiiey  had,  solely  upon  the  merits  of  the 
cate,  the  House  were  now  to  reject  the 
Bill.  If  ihe  House  decided  that  the 
Standing  Orders  ought  not  to  be  sus- 
ponded,  the  labours  of  the  Committee 
would  have  been  entirely  thrown  away. 

Mit.  PULESTON  said,  he  begged  his 
hon.  Friend's  pardon.  The  Couimiltee 
had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the 
suspension  or  non  -  suspoubion  of  the 
Standiu(»  Ordpi-s. 

Mr.  THOROLD  EOGEES  said,  the 
Home  had  decided  to  suspend  the  Stand- 
ing Orders,  and  had  referred  the  Bill  to 
a  Committee  ;  and  that  Committee  now, 
in  accordance  with  the  reference  to  them, 
sug^etted  that  the  Standing  Orders 
mi^ht  bo  further  suspended,  in  order 
that  the  Bill  might  pass  through  its 
iluanc-ial  stages. 

Mr.  PULt.STON  said,  he  maintained 
tliat  the  Curaiuiltco  hud  nothing  to  do 
with  the  proposal  fur  suspending  the 
Standing  Orders  of  the  House. 

Mk.  THOROLD  ROGERS  said,  he 
would  admit  that  the  suspension  of  the 
Standing  Orders  was  a  very  grave  pro- 
ceeding ;  but  this  was  a  very  peculiar 
emergency,  and  one  in  which  the  House 
might  easily  concede  the  request  now 
niiide,  without  inflicting  any  great 
amount  of  injury  upon  the  regularity 
and  safety  of  their  proceedings.  All  he 
would  say  was  tliut  he  was  under  the 
impres^iion — and  he  believed  it  was  the 
impression  of  the  entire  body  of  the 
Committee — that  it  was  fair  and  right 
to  give  this  important  undertaking  the 
chance  of  going  on.  The  Committee  had 
been  assured,  on  unquestionable  evi- 
dence, that  the  expenditure  of  the  sum 
now  asked  for  would  be  sufHcient  to 
complete  the  railway  and  convert  it  into 
a  going  concern,  turning  that  which  was 
at  the  present  moment  an  unpi'ofitable 
and  unsuccessful  undertaking  into  one 
of  profit  and  success.  At  any  rate,  that 
wns  the  view  taken  by  the  Committee. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  House 
would  agree  to  suspend  the  Standing 
Orders,  and  allow  the  Bill  to  proceed. 
The  difficulties  which  had  been  stated  ia 
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time  of  the  House,  involved  an  innova- 
tion in  the  legislation  of  Parliament 
which  ought  not  to  be  sanctioned.  Hav- 
ing said  so  much,  he  would  add  that  he 
had  no  desire  whatever,  in  opposition  to 
the  opinion  of  the  House,  to  call  for  a 
Division  ;  and  he  thought  a  Division 
might  be  avoided  if  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  who  had  charge  of  the  Bill 
would  assign  any  adequate  reason  for 
departing  firom  the  usual  course  of  Busi- 
ness in  that  House. 

Mr.  TliOROLD  ROGERS  said,  he 
thought  it  was  desirable  that  he,  as  one 
of  the  Members  of  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  deal  with  the  Bill,  should 
make  an  early  statement  as  to  what  the 
facts  were.  It  appeored  to  him  that  the 
opposition  of  the  hou.  Member  opposite 
(Mr.  Pulestnn)  ought  to  have  been  di- 
rected against  the  suspension  of  the 
Standing  Orders  on  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill.  The  House,  however,  had 
determined  that  they  would  take  the  Bill 
into  consideration.  They  had  appointed 
a  Committee  to  consider  it,  and  had  in- 
structed that  Committee  to  inquire  into 
its  provisiuns.  The  Committee  sat  for 
two  dHys,  and  did  not  dispose  of  the  Bill 
in  any  luu-ried  manner  whatever.  Four 
hours  each  day  they  devoted  to  a  cousi- 
deration  of  the  Bill,  and  they  listened  to 
the  bondholders'  view  of  the  subject, 
because  the  bondholders  were  repre- 
sented before  them  by  counsel.  Ho 
could  only  say  that  the  Committee  wero 
unanimous  in  pasting  the  Preamble  of 
the  Bill.  The  fact  was,  as  fur  as  the 
Committee  wore  able  to  make  things  out, 
that  the  original  promoters  of  the  under- 
taking had  miscalculated  the  co8t  which 
was  involved  in  the  construction  of  Ihe 
works.  It  was  also  mentioned  that  they 
had  suffered  indirectly  from  losses  which 
no  prudence  or  foresight  could  have 
guarded  against,  and  which  no  precau- 
tion, as  far  as  he  could  see,  would  have 
prevented.  Under  those  circumstances, 
the  Committee  unanimously  decided  that 
the  Pi-eamble  of  the  Bill  was  proved. 
They  took  pains,  however,  to  insert 
clauses  in  the  Bill,  by  means  of  which 
the  interests  of  the  b<jndholder.s  were 
protected  in  the  fullest  way  ;  and  they 
also  took  precautions  to  provide  that  the 
money  to  be  raised  under  the  Bill  ^hould 
bo  devoted  entirely  to  the  corai)letion  of 
the  original  projected  line  from  Borusley 
to  Hull.  As  he  had  said,  they  devoted 
two  days  to  the  consideration  of  the 
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regard  to  the  conduct  of  this  Bill  were 
very  considerable.  A  large  amount  of 
money  had  been  laid  out,  and  the  sus- 
pension of  the  works  upon  the  railway 
would  necessitate,  if  not  the  final  aban- 
donment of  the  scheme,  a  considerable 
deterioration  of  property.  The  non-con- 
struction of  the  railway  would  be  most 
injurious  to  the  district  which  it  was  in- 
tended to  serve.  It  was  well  known 
that  the  railway  was  greatly  desired  by 
a  large  body  of  persons  who  were  con- 
nected with  the  locality;  and,  beyond 
that,  he  thought,  although  he  made  no 
charge  against  anybody,  for  he  had  no 
right  to  do  so,  that  it  was  the  business  of 
the  House  to  do  all  it  possibly  could  to 
assist  this  struggling  railway  in  com- 
peting with  larger  and  more  powerful 
Companies.  One  of  the  greatest  dan- 
gers this  country  ran  was  in  the  mono- 
poly of  the  great  Eailway  Companies, 
and  in  a  combination  among  a  few 
Companies  to  get  the  traffic  in  their  own 
hands.  They  did  not  always  succeed, 
even  where  they  had  obtained  a  mono- 
poly, in  getting  all  the  gain  for  them- 
selves, for  one  of  the  leading  gentlemen 
connected  with  a  great  Eailway  Com- 
pany remarked  to  him  the  other  day 
that  he  believed  Eailway  Companies 
occupied  much  more  of  their  time  in 
spending  £5,  in  order  to  prevent  com- 
petition, than  in  earning  an  honest  sove- 
reign for  themselves.  He  thought  it 
was  the  duty  of  Parliament  to  assist  in 
the  creation  of  independent  lines,  as  far 
as  possible,  and  not  to  throw  an  obstacle 
in  the  way  of  their  being  carried  out.  It 
was  true  that  there  had  been  a  great 
miscalculation  in  the  case  of  this  line, 
and  that  was  the  reason  why  the  scheme 
had  proved  a  failure  ;  but,  for  all  that, 
it  was  most  desirable,  in  the  general 
interests  of  the  public,  that  the  project 
should  be  carried  into  effect. 

SiE  WALTEE  B.  BAETTELOT  said, 
he  wished  to  say  a  very  few  words  on 
thievery  important  Bill.  He  quite  agreed 
that,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  the 
suspension  of  the  Standing  Orders  of  the 
House  ought  not  to  be  permitted.  But 
the  Committee  which  sat  upon  this  Bill 
was  a  Hybrid  Committee,  and  he  pre- 
sumed that  fact  was  due  to  the  very 
peculiar  character  of  the  Bill,  it  having 
been  considered  by  the  House  that  the 
question  involved  in  the  measure  de- 
served more  serious  consideration  than 
Bills  which  were  originally  sent  to  a  Fri- 
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vate  Bill  Committee.  But  he,  for  one,  was 
not  prepared  to  blink  the  great  question 
involved  in  the  Bill,  because  it  had  beea 
proved  to  the  Committee,  even  by  thelead- 
ing  counsel  who  promoted  the  Bill.  He 
would  not  say  that  there  had  been  gross 
extravagance ;  but  there  had  been  very 
great  extravagance  in  the  constructioa 
of  the  line.  It  was  a  highly  responsible 
matter  for  a  body  of  Directors,  like  those 
of  the  Hull  and  Barnsley  Line,  having 
already  called  up  capital  to  the  amount 
of  £4,000,000  of  money,  not  to  take 
every  means  in  their  power  to  see  that 
the  works  they  had  undertaken  to  per- 
form for  a  certain  amount  of  money 
were  carried  out.  He  was  not  going  to 
say  there  might  not  have  been  some 
excuse,  but  hardly  for  the  g^at  mis- 
calculations they  had  made ;  nor  did  he 
think,  under  the  circumstances,  they 
deserved  any  great  amount  of  sympathy. 
He  believed  the  line  might  have  been 
constructed  at  a  far  less  cost,  and  he 
only  mentioned  the  matter  because  he 
thought  it  was  right  that  the  House 
and  the  public  should  know  the  real 
state  of  the  facts,  and  especially  that 
the  shareholders,  who  had  subscribed 
their  money  in  good  faith,  on  the 
understanding  that  the  capital  was 
fairly,  judiciously,  and  properly  ex- 
pended, should  know  what  the  position 
of  affairs  was.  That,  however,  was 
not  a  matter  with  which  the  Com- 
mittee had  anything  to  do.  What  they 
had  to  deal  with  was  a  line  which  was 
very  nearly  completed.  When  the  main 
line  was  laid  down,  a  very  important 
communication  would  be  established  be- 
tween one  great  centre  of  industry  and 
another,  and  he  presumed  that  Parlia- 
ment had  originally  granted  the  under- 
taking on  the  ground  that  it  was  to  be 
independent  of  other  lines.  That  was 
the  point  of  view  from  which  the  Com- 
mittee bad  to  look  at  the  matter,  and 
they  had  also  to  consider  the  interests 
of  the  shareholders  themselves,  who,  if 
this  money  was  not  raised,  would,  in 
many  instances,  be  absolutely  ruined. 
The  Committee  took  into  their  con- 
sideration whethpr  it  was  right  that 
the  money  should  be  raised,  and,  if 
so,  under  what  conditions  it  should 
be  raised?  They  did  not  agree  to 
the  Preamble  of  the  Bill,  until  they 
had  framed  in  their  own  minds  wlxat 
should  be  done,  and  they  insisted 
upon  certain  clauses  being  inserted  in 
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the  Bill,  bj  means  of  which  important 
conditions  wore  laid  down.  First  of 
all,  they  provided  that  the  present 
debenture-holders  should  have  their 
money  repaid  in  full,  with  all  insterest, 
before  any  other  dividends  were  paid  ; 
and  they  further  provided  that  the  new 
sliores  to  be  raised  on  Debentures  should 
rank  after  and  behind  the  £1,000,000  of 
Debentures  created  by  the  original 
scheme.  That  was  the  first  condition  the 
Committee  imposed,  and  he  was  of  opinion 
that  their  intentions  were  very  well  car- 
ried out  by  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  as 
they  now  stood.  Thij  second  condition 
was  that  no  extension  to  Huddersfield 
and  Halifax  should  be  carried  nut  until 
the  line  between  Barnsleyaud  Hull  was 
absolutely  completed.  The  third  con- 
dition was  that  the  money  the  Company 
were  authorized  to  raise  should  be  ex- 
pended in  completing  that  portion  of  the 
line,  so  that  the  Company  should  be 
able  to  earn  something  towards  paying 
the  interest  on  the  cost  of  the  con- 
struction of  one  portion  of  the  uu- 
dertaking.  At  any  rate,  until  that 
was  done,  it  was  provided  that  no  extra 
expense  should  be  incurred.  They  had 
the  assurance  of  Mr.  Forbes  that  no 
extra  expense  should  be  incurred.  ["Oh, 
oh!"]  He  heard  murmurs ;  but  surely 
they  would  all  admitthat  Mr.  Forbes  knew 
how  to  make  a  pound  go  as  far  as  any 
man.  He  believed  the  only  interest  Mr. 
Forbes  had  in  becoming  a  Director  of 
the  line  was  to  see  that  it  should  be  put 
into  working  order,  which  was  one  of 
the  conditions  which  the  Committee  had 
imposed  upon  the  Company.  Having 
seen  that  these  three  proposals  were  em- 
bodied in  the  Bill,  the  Committee  thought 
it  right  to  pass  the  Preamble,  and  to 
ask  the  House  to  accept  the  Bill.  He 
was  not  surprised  at  the  remarks  which 
had  been  made.  He  had  made  some 
strong  remarks  himself,  but  it  was  an 
exceptional  case.  Ue  hoped  they  would 
never  have  another  case  of  the  kind  ;  and 
he  trusted  the  House  would  agree  to  the 
recommendation  of  the  Committee,  which 
they  themselves — a  perfectly  indepen- 
dent Committee,  who  had  nothing  what- 
ever to  do  with  the  line — had  agreed  to, 
and  that  they  would  allow  the  Bill  to 
pass  through  its  remaiuing  stages  that 
day. 

Ma.  CROPPER  said,  that  although 
in  some  degree  he  agreed  with  the  re- 
marks which  had  fallen  fiom  the  hon. 


and  gallant  Baronet  opposite  (Sir 
Walter  B.  Barttelot),  he  felt  bound  to 
support  the  the  views  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber ffir  Devon  port  (Mr.  Puleston).  Ho 
thought  the  Committee  had  given  powers 
to  this  Company  which  enabled  them  to 
break  the  ordinary  laws  and  rules  which 
had  been  long  established  in  regard  to 
railway  undertakings,  and,  especially, 
that  when  Debenture  Stock  was  issued 
it  should  represent  a  certain  amount 
of  the  ordinary  and  preference  shares 
which  had  gone  before  it.  If  Parliament 
consented  to  interfere  with  those  rules, 
what  would  be  the  result  ?  They  would 
inevitably  reduce  the  value  qt  Deben- 
ture Stock,  and  prevent  it  frotn  having 
the  value  it  had  hitherto  invariably  pos- 
sessed with  the  public  of  the  country. 
They  were  calling  this  Stock  by  the  name 
of  Debenture  Stock,  whereas  it  pos- 
sessed a  totally  different  value  from  or- 
dinary Debenture  Stock.  They  called 
it  Debenture  Stott  ;  but,  in  reality, 
it  was  simply  a  substitution  for  Prefer- 
ence stock.  He  would  be  one  of  the  last 
Members  of  that  House  to  interfere 
with  the  decision  of  a  Committee ;  but 
he  maintained  that  this  question  was 
not  intrusted  to  the  Committee,  and  that 
they  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
the  suspension  of  the  Standing  Orders. 
Ho  entirely  agreed  with  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Devonport,  that  they  ought  to 
require  the  promoters  to  give  very  btrong 
reasons  indeed  before  they  consented  to 
such  extraordinary  deviations  from  the 
rules  which  were  applied  to  the  con- 
struction of  railways  generally.  He  had 
not  the  smallest  interest  in  this  rail- 
way, or  in  any  railway  remotely  con- 
nected or  concerned  in  the  matter.  He 
looked  merely  upon  the  question  as  one 
of  public  policy,  and  he  believed  the 
interests  of  the  public  would  be  best 
served  by  protecting  them,  he  would 
not  say  from  fraud,  or  fraudulent  pre- 
tences, but  from  the  issue  of  Stock  under 
a  misleading  name,  lest  it  should  be 
ucce[)tod  lij'  persons  too  thoughtless  to 
go  thoTiiughly  into  the  matter,  but  who 
would  find  ultimately  that  what  were 
called  Debentures,  were  only  ordinary 
Preference  Stoi'k  after  all. 

Sir  ROBERT  PEEL  said,  he  agreed 
that  the  matter  was  one  of  considerable 
importance,  and  that  it  was  one  in  which 
the  House  should  not  only  take  interest, 
but  should  proceed  to  legislate  upon 
with  caution.     He  put  it  to  the  House 
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•whether,  in  asking  the  House  to  deal 
with  hundreds  of  thousands  of  pound'?, 
it  would  not  have  been  only  fair  and 
right  for  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
for  Wycombe  (Colonel  Gerard  Snoith) 
himself  to  have  explained  to  tho  House 
what  the  circumstances  were  under  which 
he  came  to  Parliament  for  (his  large 
sum  of  money?  Tiie  hon.  and  galhiiit 
Member  was  Chairman  of  the  Company. 
He  (Sir  Robert  Peel)  thought  it  very 
irivgular  for  tho  Chairman  of  a  Com- 
pany to  submit  the  case  of  the  Company 
to  the  House.  But,  in  addition  to  beiug 
Chairman  of  the  Company,  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  was  the  banker  of  the 
Company.  Being  both  Chairman  and 
banker  of  the  Company,  he  came  there 
in  the  interests  of  a  particular  railway, 
proposing  to  dual  with  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  pounds,  and  to  as^k  the 
House  to  suspend  its  Standing  Orders, 
in  order  that  he — independent,  of  course, 
and  in  no  way  concerned  as  Chairman 
and  banker — should,  at  the  tail  end  of 
the  Session,  pass  this  Bill.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Southwark  (Mr.  Thorotd 
Eogers),  who  spoke  from  the  other  side 
of  the  House,  said  that  tho  Committee 
■were  unanimous  in  passing  the  Pre- 
amble of  the  Bill ;  but  it  would  not  be 
altogether  an  unprecedented  thing  for 
the  House  of  Commons  to  reject  the 
unanimous  decision  of  one  of  their  own 
Committees.  There  was  nothing  un- 
usual in  such  a  matter  whatever.  He 
recollected  himself,  many  years  ago, 
upsetting  the  third  reading  of  a  Bill 
wliich  had  passed  unanimously  through 
Committee,  and  which  had  cost  £30,000 
to  the  per-sons  promoting  the  Bill.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Southwark  said  that 
the  Company,  in  their  original  pro- 
spectus, had  greatly  miscalculated  tho 
co.st  of  the  line.  Now,  what  was  the 
original  prospectus  ?  The  Hull  and 
Barnsley  Railway  and  Docks  Company 
originally  proposed  to  make  a  line  50 
miles  in  length.  [Colonel  Gerahd  Smith  : 
66  miles.]  Well,  66  miles.  That  almost 
made  the  case  worse.  They  had  not,  he 
believed,  completed  55  miles ;  and  the 
original  sum  asked  for  as  capital,  and 
■which  had  all  been  expended,  -was 
£4,000,000— £3,000,000  of  Stock,  and 
£1,000,000  of  Dibeuiures.  Now,  hedid 
not  say  there  had  been  any  fraud  in  the 
motter ;  but  he  did  say  that  there  had 
been  an  attempt  to  deceive  the  public, 
and  to  induce  thorn  to  invest  in  a  con- 
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cern  which  appeared  to  him  to  be  rotten 
at  tho  very  core  of  it.  He  was  speaking 
from  information  which  had  been  placed 
in  his  hands,  and  which  he  had  been 
requested  to  submit  to  the  House, 
having  no  interest  iiimself  in  the  mat- 
ter. He  was  told  that,  in  the  original 
prospeftus,  tho  capital  was  fixed  at 
£1,000,000;  but  that  the  Company  lot 
tlio  works  forthecon.struction  of  66  miles 
of  line  for  something  like  £2,700,000. 
For  that  sum,  both  the  roilway  ond  the 
docks  were  to  be  completed.  It  was  not 
intended  that  tho  equipment  of  the  line 
was  to  be  completed  lor  that  sum ;  but 
£2,700,000  was  the  amount  at  which 
the  works  were  let,  and  for  which  they 
were  to  be  completed.  [Colonel  Gkbaud 
Siinn  said,  the  right  hon.  Baronet  was 
altogether  in  error.]  He  should  like  to 
be  informed  iu  what  way  he  was  in 
error  ?  There  had  been  no  statement 
from  the  Chairman  and  banker  of  the 
Company;  and,  instead  of  getting  up  and 
saying  that  he  (Sir  Robert  Peel  I  waa 
completely  in  error,  it  would  be  belter 
for  tho  hon.  and  gallant  Member  to  rise 
in  ilia  place  and  state  what  all  the 
circumstances  were.  He  had  seen  the 
original  prospectus,  and  he  would  defy 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  to  say  that 
the  sum  of  £2,700,000  was  not  the 
amount  at  which  tho  works  were  let, 
and  for  which  they  were  to  be  com- 
pleted, except  in  regard  to  their  equip- 
ment. [Colonel  Gerard  Smith  said,  he 
would  only  repeat  that  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  was  in  error.]  If  he  -was  in 
eiTor  on  that  point,  he  was  not  in  error 
in  what  he  was  about  to  say — namely, 
that  this  railway  never  had  been  com- 
pleted. It  was  not  completed  in  January 
in  this  year.  This  same  Company  tned 
to  raise  £3,000,000  at  4  per  cent,  osten- 
sibly for  making  a  line  from  Halifax  to 
Huddersheld,  but,  in  reality,  as  he  was 
informed  by  those  who  had  invested 
thfir  money  in  the  Company,  to  com- 
plete the  original  line  and  docks.  The 
Company,  however,  of  which  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  was  Chairman  and 
banker,  were  not  to  be  put  aside  by  one 
failure.  Of  course,  the  banker  and 
Chairman  of  the  Company  knew  better 
than  that;  and,  therefore,  immediately 
afterwards  the  same  Company  tried  to 
issue  Preference  Slock  to  the  extent  of 
£1,300,000  ftt  4  per  cent.  The  share- 
holders at  once  said — "  That  will  not  do 
at  all ;  "  and,  consequently-,  that  scheme 
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of  the  Chairman  and  banker  was  with- 
drawn. Theteforp,  there  had  been  two 
failures  in  the  course  of  the  present  jenr 
to  raise  money.  But  that  was  not  all.  In 
the  month  of  Juno  in  this  year  a  third 
attempt  was  made  by  the  Company,  of 
which  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  was 
Chairman  and  banker,  to  raise  £  1 ,  800, 000 
at  5  per  cent— at  £85.  Tliat  also  failed  ; 
and  those  three  attempts  to  raise  money 
in  the  present  year  had  been  entirely 
unsuccessful.  What  would  the  House 
suppose  was  the  actual  amount  sub- 
scribed? There  was  only  £75,000  ap- 
plied for;  and  in  June  last  the  Company 
issued  an  announcement  that  it  would 
require  £2,016,000  to  complete  the 
ori|>iual  railcray  of  66  miles  between 
null  and  Barnsley,  together  with  the 
docks,  and  yet  there  was  an  attempt 
now  to  induce  the  House  of  Commons  to 
believe  that ,  by  the  pi-esent  proposal, 
£1,500,000  of  Debenture  Stock  would 
be  sufficient  to  complete  and  equip  the 
line.  At  any  rate,  that  was  the  state- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  for  South- 
wark  (Mr.  Thorold  Rogers).  The  hon. 
Member  said  that  £1,500,000  would  be 
Butficieut  to  complete  the  railway  and 
docks,  and  aU  he  (Sir  Robert  Peel) 
could  say  was,  that  in  the  announce- 
ment made  in  June  last  it  was  clearly 
stated  that  £2,016,000  were  required  to 
complete  it.  Of  course,  he  did  not  say 
in  tliat  House  that  there  was  anything 
underhand,  or  suspicious,  or  dishonest 
in  this  transaction  ;  but  all  he  would  say 
in  the  interests  of  the  public — and  lie 
had  nobody  else  to  consider  in  the  mat- 
ter— was,  that  where  they  were  deeding 
with  hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds, 
where  they  were  asking  the  public  to 
subscribe  to  a  concern  which  be  main- 
tained, without  fear  of  contradiction, 
would  not  bear  the  light  of  day,  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman,  who  was  Chair- 
man and  banker  of  the  Company,  was 
bound  to  get  up  and  state  to  the  House 
what  were  the  grounds  for  the  extra- 
ordinary proceeding  he  was  desirous  of 
inducing  the  House  of  Commons  to  take 
fur  the  purpose  of  passing  a  Bill  in 
which  ho  was  himself  so  directly  and 
primarily  interested. 

CoLosEL  GERARD  SMITH  eaid,  he 
rose  to  answer  the  appeal  whiuli  had 
been  made  to  him  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Devonport  (Mr,  Puleston)  and  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  opposite  (Sir  Robert 
Peel).     The  hon.  Member  for  Devonport 


(Mr.  Puleston)  said  he  thought  that  he 
(Colonel  Gerard  Smith)  ought  to  have 
given   some    reason    why    the    Motion 
liad    been   jilacod    on    the    Paper.     As 
far    as    concerned    the    general  course 
of  procedure  adopted  in  regard  to  the 
Bill  now  before  the  House,  lie  could  only 
say  that  the  promoters  of  the  Bill  had, 
in    the    first   instance,   as    a   matter  of 
course,   communicated  with   the  Chair- 
man of  Ways  and  Means.     No  Motion 
for    the    BuxponMon    of    the    Standing 
Orders  could  be  made  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.    Now, 
the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  had 
already  given  to  the  House  what  he  (Co- 
lonel Gerard  Smith)  thought  were  ex- 
cellent reasons  why  the  Standing  Orders 
should  be  suspended  and  facilities  given 
for  the  introduction  and  passing  of  this 
Bill.    The  most  prominent  ground  given 
by  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means 
was  that  the  state  of  affairs  had  become 
such  that,  at  present,  from  5,000  to  6,000 
men,  either  had  been,  or  were  about  to 
be,  discharged  and  turned  out   of  em- 
ployment, thereby  creating  a  consider- 
able amount  of  distress.     The  same  rea- 
sons held  good  at  the  present  moment. 
The  men  had,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  been 
discharged,  and  he  regretted  to  say  that, 
unless  they  could  be  re-employed,  there 
was  every  prospect  that  a  considerable 
amount   of  distress  would   bo  brought 
about  in  the  locality.     He  trusted  that 
it  would  not  be  of  long  continuance  ;  but, 
nevertheless,   the  fact  remained  that  a 
very  large  number   of    labouring   men 
had  actually  been  discharged.    The  hon. 
Member  for  Devonport  asked  why  the 
provisions  now  asked  for  were  not  incor- 
porated in  the  omnibus  Bill  which  the 
Company  had   introduced   into    Poilia- 
ment  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  Session? 
The   reason  why  they  were  not   so  in- 
corporated was    that    at    the   time  the 
former  Bill  was  introduced  into  Parlia- 
ment and  the  plans  deposited — namely, 
in  the    month   of   November   last — the 
Company  were    busily  engaged    in   en- 
deavouring to  raise  money,  in  the  belief 
tliat  the  powers  they  then  possessed  were 
sufficient  to  enable  them  to  obtain  ade- 
quate capital  for  the  completion  of  the 
works.     Under  those  circumstances,  he 
certainly  would  not  have  been  a  patty 
to  putting  the  provisions,  now  sought  to 
be   obtained,    in   the    omnibus    Bill   to 
which  reference  had  been  made,  because 
it  was  perfectly  obvious  that  the  Com- 
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coma  after  the  Cth  clftusa,  and  should 
not  be  introduced  on  a  previous  Amend- 
ment. If  the  House  did  not  pass  the 
clause  now,  he  should,  in  one  sense,  be 
sorrj' ;  for  if  the  House  adhered  to  the 
retention  of  the  County  Court  jurisdic- 
tion which  the  Committee  adopted  in 
Clause  6,  of  course  there  would  be  no 
objection  to  this  clause;  as  a  part  of  and 
necessary  pendant  to  Clause  6,  it  would 
be  a  very  proper  provision  indeed.  But 
the  objuetion  now  was  it  committed  the 
House  in  advance,  and  tied  them  down 
to  the  6th  section.  For  his  own  part, 
ho  might  say  it  was  his  intention  to 
strike  out  County  Courts,  for  he  was 
quite  sure  it  was  an  improper  tribunal 
to  be  intrusted  with  jurisdiction  over 
Buch  delicate  points  lis  these.  He  did 
not  know  what  view  tbo  Solicitor  Gene- 
ral might  take  ;  ho  should  like  to  have 
it,  for  it  would  very  much  guide  his 
(Mr.  Warton's)  opinion.  What  he  suh- 
mitted  now  was  that  if  tho  House  as- 
sented to  this  clause  they  committed 
themselves  to  Clause  6,  whereas  if  it 
were  withdrawn  now  it  could  very  well 
be  introduced  at  the  end  of  Clause  6. 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  (Sir 
Fabiier  IIersoiieix)  said,  the  course  he 
proposed  to  take  was  to  pi-opose  certain 
Amendments  to  the  clause  to  make  it 
clear — which  he  did  not  feel  it  was  at 
present — that  any  party  to  the  applica- 
tion should  have  tho  right  to  remove  the 
case  to  the  Superior  Court.  At  present 
tho  clause  stood — "the  High  Court  of 
Justice  may,  at  tho  instance  of  any 
party,  &c. " ;  he  would  have  it  made 
clear  that  parties  were  entitled  to  have 
it  removed.  Safe-guarded  in  that  wny 
they  might  leave  the  County  Court  ■with 
jurisdiction  safely  where  no  party  ob- 
jected. 

Ma.  HORACE  DAVEY  said,  he  re- 
gretted the  Solicitor  General  had  pro- 
posed this  Amendment. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  (Sir 
Fabrer  Hebscheix)  explained  he  had 
not  done  so  yet. 

Mr.  INCE  said,  ho  thought  the  ques- 
tion would  be  better  considered  after 
Clause  0.  He  thought  the  hou.  and 
learned  Member  had  not  improved  his 
Bill  by  putting  in  the  reference  to 
Coimty  Courts.  In  cases  of  dispute  be- 
tween husband  and  wife  it  was  as  well 
there  should  be  a  little  difficulty  and 
some  expense  before  the  parties  could 
rush  into  Court.    He  should  be  prepared 
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to  strike  out  the  words  "or  County 
Court  of  the  district,"  his  object  l>eiDg 
not  in  the  slightest  way  to  cast  a  doubt 
upon  the  County  Court,  but  simply  be- 
cause, if  disputes  arose,  there  should  be  a 
little  difficulty  in  the  way  before  the 
pai-ties  could  make  those  disputes  public 
by  rushing  into  Com-t,  giving  a  little 
time  for  reflection  and  for  the  bitterness 
to  pass  away.  The  practitioners  in 
County  Courts  were  not  of  the  highest 
class,  and  he  thought  it  was  very  un- 
desirable that  second  or  third-rate  at- 
torneys should  be  brought  into  actions 
of  this  kind.  The  more  a  little  difficulty, 
and  even  a  little  expense,  could  be  in- 
troduced, the  better  for  all  parties  it 
would  be  in  the  long  run.  He  would 
ask  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
tho  Tower  Hamlets  (Mr.  Bryce)  to  defer 
further  consideration  of  the  clause,  to 
postpone  it  to  the  6th  clause,  in  order 
that  the  House  might  not  he  fettered 
when  they  approached  the  considuration 
of  that. 

Mb.  TOMLINSON  said,  an  appeal 
bad  been  made  to  the  hon,  and  learned 
Member  for  the  Tower  Hamlets  to  take 
the  clause  after  Clause  6  ;  he  -would  like 
to  ask  the  Speaker's  ruling,  could  not 
the  House  accede  to  that  ?  His  desire 
was  to  put  the  Bill  in  the  best  form 
possible. 

Mr.  speaker  :  That  cannot  be 
done. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Clause  read  a  second  time. 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  (Sir 
Fabrer  HEEScnEix)  said,  he  proposed 
to  amend  the  clause  in  the  second  line 
by  leaving  out  the  words  "the  High 
Court  of  Justice  may,  at  tho  instance 
of :  "  and  then,  in  the  next  line,  after 
"  application,"  to  leave  out  "  order 
such  application  to,"  and  insert,  "  shall 
be  entitled  to  an  order  of  the  High 
Court  of  Justice  that  •  such  application 
shall."  So  the  clause  would  run  thus — 

"  In  England  and  Ireland,  when  any  appli- 
cation has  been  made  under  this  .\ct  to  a  County 
Court,  any  party  to  such  application  shall  be 
entitled  to  an  order  of  tho  liigh  Court  of  Jus- 
tice that  such  application  shuU  be  removed  to 
the  High  Court  of  Justice," 

and  so  on.  That  would  make  it  clear  it 
was  a  matter  of  right.  And  then,  in 
the  next  line  but  one.  he  would  propose 
to  leave  out  the  words  after  ' '  division . ' ' 
He  did  not  think  there  should  be  any 
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other  power  but  the  absolute  right  of 
removal  from  the  County  Court  to  the 
High  Court. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  line  2  of 
new  Clause,  to  leave  out  the  words 
"  the  High  Court  of  Justice  may,  at 
the  instance  of." — {Mr.  Solicitor  Oene- 
rat.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  bo  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
new  Clause." 

Mn.  HORACE  DAVEY  said,  he  re- 
gretted the  Solicitor  General  had  pro- 
posed this  Amendment.  He  quite  re- 
cognized the  desire  that  there  should  be 
a  line  drawn  beyond  which  applications 
should  be  to  the  High  Court,  and,  of 
course,  there  was  no  line  that  could  be 
defined  by  value ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
those  who  wore  interested  in  thi.s  Bill 
felt  that  it  was  a  Bill  for  the  benefit  of 
the  poor  as  well  as  the  rich — perhaps 
mainly  for  the  beuetit  of  the  poor. 
Though  it  might  be  quite  true,  as  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Hastings 
(Mr.  Ince)  said,  that  County  Court  juris- 
diction might  not  always  be  administered 
with  that  nicety  and  precision  which 
characterized  the  High  Court,  still 
people  did  appreciate  the  County  Courts 
whose  purses  were  not  long  enough  to 
go  to  the  High  Court.  Ue  regretted 
that  the  Solicitor  General  made  it  com- 
pulsory for  the  Court  to  make  an  order, 
for  the  effect  would  be  in  some  cases  to 
deprive  those  persons  whose  purses  were 
not  long  of  the  benefit  of  the  Act.  An 
applicant  to  a  County  Court,  perhaps, 
might  not  have  the  means  of  applying 
to  the  Higher  Court ;  and  the  other  side 
might  then,  having  larger  means,  by 
the  transfer  to  the  High  Court,  deprive 
the  applicant  of  justice.  But  they  were 
at  the  mercy  of  the  Government  in  re- 
spect of  the  Bill.  His  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  (Mr.  Bryce)  would  have  an  op- 
portunity of  speaking  ;  perhaps,  in  the  ' 
interest  of  the  Bill,  he  would  accept  the  j 
Amendment;  but  if  liis  hon.  and  learned  i 
Friend  divided  against  it  ho  should 
support  him.  As  ii  matter  of  drafting, 
he  would  suggest  to  the  Solicitor  General 
that,  with  less  alteration  of  the  clause, 
his  object  would  be  accomplished  by 
sub.stituting  the  word  "shall"  for  the 
word  "may." 

Mr.  HEALY  said,  speaking  with 
some  knowledge  of  the  County  Courts 
of  Ireland,  and  their  manner  of  admi- 


nistering justice,  he  strongly  endorsed, 
what  the  Solicitor  General  had  said. 

Mb.  HOPWOOD  said,  he  agreed  the 
Amendment  would  result  in  a  denial  to 
many  of  the  benefit  of  the  Act.  In 
cases  of  a  struggle  between  man  and 
wife,  it  was  ten  to  one  the  husband  had 
the  heaviest  purse,  and  the  wife  small 
means  of  asserting  her  right.  In  going 
to  a  County  Court,  the  result  would 
very  likely  be  the  parties  would  be  satis- 
fied with  the  fair  decision  of  the  Coimty 
Court  Judge,  and  he  !<hould  have  hoped 
this  was  the  case  in  Ireland  us  well  as 
England  ;  if  they  were  not  satisfied, 
there  was  still  an  appeal  open.  But 
now,  instead  of  that,  there  would  be  the 
means  in  the  hands  of  the  party  who 
wished  to  delay  the  matter  to  say — "  No, 
it  shall  be  removed  to  the  High  Court 
in  the  Metropolis  or  in  Dublin."  He 
extremely  regretted  the  Amendment  had 
been  moved. 

Mil.  BRYCE  regretted  the  line  the 
Solicitor  General  had  taken,  and  he 
thought  it  would  considerably  impair  the 
value  of  the  Bill ;  but  at  that  hour  of 
the  night  and  time  of  the  Session  it 
would  be  useless  to  oppose  the  sugges- 
tion from  tho  Government  Bench,  ami 
he  should  not  oppose  tho  Amendment. 

The  SOLICITOE  GENERAL  (Sir 
Fahrer  Herschell)  said,  it  must  be 
remembered  this  proposal  in  respect  to 
the  County  Court  having  jui-isdiction 
was  only  an  afterthought ;  it  waa  not  in 
the  original  Bill. 

Mr.  INCE  said,  he  had  some  doubt 
if  the  Amendment  really  carried  out  the 
Solicitor  General's  intention.  There 
would  be  always  a  dispute  whether  the 
case  should  bo  heard  in  a  Superior  Court 
or  not,  interlarding  another  dispute  to 
the  one  in  existence.  Would  it  not  be 
better  to  introduce  after  "  shall  "  the 
words  "  as  a  matter  of  course,"  or  "as 
a  matter  of  right  ?  "  That  would  carry 
out  the  intention  which,  as  ho  under- 
stood it,  was  that,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
it  should  be  carried  to  the  Superior 
Court.  If  the  words  were  left  as  they 
stood,  there  would  always  be  a  prelimi- 
nary dispute  as  to  whether  it  was  a  case 
to  be  taken  to  the  Superior  Court  or  not. 

The  solicitor  QENER.VL  (Sir 
Farrbr  Herschell)  said,  perhaps  the 
simpler  woy  would  be  to  substitute 
"  shall "  for  "  may."  It  was  sometimes 
objected  that  to  make  it  peremptory 
and  aay  "  the  High  Court  shall,"   was 
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dation  of  the  Oommittee,  and  the  sue- 
pension  of  the  Standing  Orders. 

Mb.  MACFABLANE  said,  that  as 
one  of  the  Members  of  the  Committee 
which  had  investigated  the  facts  of  the 
case,  he  wished  to  put  before  the  House 
the  issue  which  was  raised  before  the 
Committee.  It  was,  whether  the  exist- 
ing undertaking  should  be  practically 
extinguished  by  the  exhaustion  of  the 
money  already  expended,  and  the 
amount  of  objection  referred  to  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  consisting  of  five 
shareholders  who  represented  £30,000, 
out  of  a  capital  of  £3,000,000?  The 
Committee  felt  that  that  was  a  very 
small  minority  of  the  shareholders ;  and 
they  were,  moreover,  acquainted  with 
the  fact  that  the  objecting  persons  did 
not  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Company 
called  for  the  purpose  of  approving  the 
Bill,  because  they  knew  that  they  would 
be  swamped.  That  was  a  very  candid 
admission  that  they  did  not  represent 
the  opinion  of  the  shareholders  of  the 
Company  generally.  As  to  the  question 
of  the  miscalculation  in  the  original 
estimates,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
told  the  House  that  probably  no  Direc- 
tors were  ever  free  from  it.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  might  have  added  that 
no  private  individual  was  free  from 
it  also,  for  he  (Mr.  Macfarlane)  was 
quite  sure  that  most  people  who  had 
ever  had  anything  to  do  with  estimates 
for  building  or  other  purposes,  had 
invariably  found  that  they  were  wrong 
to  the  extent  of  50  percent.  Therefore, 
that  argument  would  have  no  weight. 
The  issue  was  a  very  simple  one — 
namely,  whether  the  House  would 
suspend  its  Standing  Orders  ?  And  ho 
maintained  that  that  question  was  'de- 
cided when  it  was  agreed  to  refer  the 
Bill  to  a  Select  Committee,  and  the 
Select  Committee  themselves  were  unani- 
mous in  the  decision  they  had  arrived 
at.  But  the  issue  really  was,  whether 
this  undertaking  should  be  sacrificed? 
It  came  out  incidentally  in  the  inquiry 
before  the  Committee,  that  the  real 
motive  of  the  opposition  was  that  the 
undertaking  might  be  strangled,  and 
thus  be  thrown  into  the  arms  of  one  of 
the  large  Companies.  He  had  himself 
put  that  question  distinctly  to  one  of  the 
witnesses,  and  had  pointed  out  that  un- 
less something  of  that  kind  were  con- 
templated,   the    whole    of   the   money 
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expended  so  far  would  be  lost.  He  had 
no  interest  whatever  in  these  works; 
but  he  was  told  by  this  particular  wit- 
ness, that  the  money  expended  would 
not  be  altogether  wasted,  because  the 
Midland  Railway  Company  were  quite 
willing  to  take  over  the  property.  That 
admission  let  the  cat  out  of  the  bag.  It 
was  an  attempt  to  strangle  this  small 
concern — very  small  as  compared  with 
the  great  lines ;  and,  in  the  interests  of 
the  public,  he  thought  it  was  desirable 
that  those  who  were  promoting  the 
undertaking  should  be  protected.  The 
country  was  suffering  at  this  moment 
from  the  process  of  railway  strangula- 
tion adopted  by  two  or  three  of  the 
great  lines,  who  thought  that  the  sooner 
they  were  allowed  to  absorb  all  the 
smaller  ones,  the  better.  He  hoped  the 
House  would  not  be  induced,  on  any 
technical  ground  whatever  in  reference 
to  these  Standing  Orders,  to  set  aside 
the  decision  of  the  Committee,  unam- 
mously  adopted  only  a  few  days  ago. 

Sir  WALTEE  B.  BARTTELOT 
said,  that  he  had  mentioned  in  his  re- 
marks the  name  of  Mr.  Forbes ;  and  he 
wished  to  say  that  that  gentleman  had 
only  just  joined  the  Board,  and  that  he 
had  had  no  connection  with  the  line 
until  two  or  three  months  ago. 

Mb.  TOMLINSON  said,  that  he  had 
no  personal  interest  in  the  matter ;  bat 
his  attention  having  been  called  to  the 
character  of  the  Bill,  he  had  examined 
it  carefully.  The  point  to  which  he 
wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
was  this.  It  appeared  to  him  that  not 
only  the  Committee  who  sat  upon  the 
Bill,  but  also  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
bad  missed  the  real  point  which  ought 
to  be  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
House — namely,  whether  they  ought  to 
allow  to  this  Company  borrowing  powers 
to  the  extent  now  asked  for  -,  that  was, 
whether  they  ought  to  allow  the  Conn- 
pany  to  raise  money  by  borrowing  in 
excess  of  the  powers  which  Parliament 
ordinarily  allowed  ?  He  understood  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  say 
that  a  similar  case  had  occurred  some- 
where or  other  ;  but,  be  that  as  it  might, 
he  thought  they  ought  to  be  most  re- 
luctant to  allow  the  borrowing  powers 
of  any  Railway  Company  to  exceed  the 
due  proportion  of  their  share  capital. 
The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
had  described  the  stock  proposed  to  b9 
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issued  as  Preference  Stock.  It  wa^i  no- 
thing of  the  kind.  It  was  not  Prefer- 
ence Stock  at  nil.  It  was  Debenture 
Stock,  constituting  part  of  the  loan  capi- 
tal of  the  Company,  and  carrying  with  it 
the  right  on  the  part  of  the  holders  to 
put  in  a  Receiver,  if  the  Company  failed 
to  meet  tie  interest  as  it  fell  due.  Ho 
mentioned  that  to  show  that  it  was  not 
in  any  sense  jmrt  of  the  share  capital. 
It  was  a  mortgage  on  the  concern,  to 
a  limited  extent — namely,  for  securing 
the  interest  on  the  money  raised.  The 
importance  of  the  matter  was,  that  by 
relaxing  the  Rules  laid  down  by  Parlia- 
ment in  reference  to  borrowing  powers, 
they  were  really  weakening  the  value  of 
securities  which  were  open  to  trustees  to 
invest  in,  as  the  noble  Lord  the  Mem- 
ber for  Woodstock  (Lord  Rftndolj)h 
Churchill)  had  pointed  out.  He  thought 
Parliament  ought  to  be  most  cautious 
before  it  did  anything  to  diminish  the 
value  of  such  security  in  the  market, 
and  for  that  reason  he  should  oppose 
the  Motion. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes  82  ;  Noes 
31  :  Majority  51.— (Div.List,  No.  196.) 

Bill  eoniidercd. 

Ordartd,  That  Standing  Orders  207, 
223,  and  24.3  be  suspended,  and  that  the 
Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  patted. 
QUESTION. 


PEACE  PRESERVATION  (IRELAND)  ACT. 
1881-POLICE  HUT  AT  KATtlGOKMAC. 

Mb.  LEAMY  B«ked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  a  police  hut  was  erected  in  the 
parish  of  Rathgormae,  county  of  Water- 
^K  ford,  over  throe  years  ago,  in  a  district 
^f  in  which  not  a  single  outrage  was  com- 
mitted during  the  whole  of  the  agitation, 
and  which  is  a  most  peaceable  district ; 
and,  if  he  will  state  why  the  hut  was 
erected,  why  it  has  been  kept  up  for 
three  years  at  the  expense  uf  the  rate- 
payers, and  when  will  it  be  removed  ? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  :  A  police  station 
was  established  at  Rathgormae  a  little 
over  two  years  ago.  The  men  are  in- 
cluded in  the  county  force,  and  aro  not 
charged  to  the  district.  It  was  neces- 
sary  to    establish    a    station    in    that 


locality,  as  thero  was  a  large  tract  ot'j 
country  without  a  police  barrack.    I  an  ' 
informed   that   it  is  not  correct  to  say ' 
that  the  district  was  free  from  outrage, 
and  that  a  good  deal  of  intimidation  was 
carried  on.     The  formation  of  this  sta- 
tion enabled  the  Government  to  do  away 
with  two  protection  posts  which  it  had 
been  necessary  to  establish  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood for  the  protection  of  caretakers 
on  evicted  farms. 

ORDER  OF  THE  DA  Y. 

SUPPLY- CIVIL   SERVICE  ESTIMATES. 
Supply — considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Class  V. — Foreign  and  Colonial 

Seevioks. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  Thiit  B  sum,  not  exceodinjj  X38,867  (in- 
cluding R  Supplementary  sum  of  £JO,000),  be 
granted  to  Her  Nfnjosty,  to  oomploto  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  durinf;  the  year  ending  oa  j 
the  3 1st  day  of  March  1885,  for  certain  Charges 
connected  with  the  Orange  River  Territory,  the 
Transvaal.  Zululand,  the  Island  of  St.  Helena, 
and  the  High  Commissioner  for  South  Africa." 

Mr.  guy  DAWNAY  said,  that,  in 
rising  to  move  the  reduction  of  the  Vote, 
he  must  explain  that  he  had  no  wish  to 
deprive  Sir  Henry  Bulwer  of  secretarial 
assistance  with  regni-d  to  his  duties  in 
Zululand,  if  only  the  Government  would 
give  the  Committee  some  assurance  that 
they  would  take  the  necessary  steps  to 
make  that  Othce  something  more  than 
the  pretence  and  nham  which  their 
policy  had  made  it  become  during  many 
months  past.  He  moved  the  reduction 
of  the  Vote  in  order  that  he  might  have 
an  opportunity  of  calling  attention  to 
the  terrible  and  disgrnoeful  state  of 
Zululoud  by  the  only  means  in  his 
power — short  of  availing  himself  of  the 
Forms  of  the  House,  to  which  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen on  those  Benches  were  always 
reluctant  to  have  recourse.  He  thought 
it  had  been  most  unfortunate  that,  for 
two  successive  yeai's,  the  House  had  not 
had  an  opportunity  of  expres.sing  its 
opinion  on  this  question  by  a  Division  ; 
and  he  was  anxious  that  the  Committee 
should  not  lose  this  opportunity  of  re- 
cording against  the  Government,  the 
censure  which  every  impartial  Member 
who  had  paid  the  slightest  attention  to 
the  subject  must  acknowledge  they  had 
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most  fully  and  richly  deserved.    Having 
ubtained  an  opportunity  at  last  of  criti- 
cizing the  policy  of  the  Government  in 
South  Africa,  he  wished  to  trespass,  as 
briefly  as  possible,  on  the  attention  of 
the  Committee,  and   the  reason  which 
would  induce  him  to  curtail  his  remarks 
was  not  because  he  failed  to  realize  the 
immense  importance  of  the  subject,  but 
because  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  case 
was  80  clear,  and  that  the  mismanage- 
ment of  the  Government   in  Zululand 
BO  acknowledged,  that  it  would  be  mere 
waste  of  time  for  him  to  further  prove 
such  well-known  facts,  or  to  enter  into 
the  details  of  a  story  which  for  months 
past   had   been    writing   itself  but   too 
clearly  and  too  plainly  in   such   vivid 
characters   of    blood.      It  was    curious 
that  the  same  policy  which  had  anai-ch- 
ized  the   Soudan,   if  he  might  use  the 
expression,    had    been   tried   in   South 
Africa   with   a  precisely  similar  effect. 
All   the   skeletons  which  were   at  that 
moment  whitening  the  sands  of  Northern 
Africa,    had   their    counterpart   in   the 
Southern  hemisphere,   in  the  Golgotha 
into  which  Zululand  had  been  converted 
under  the  "  No  Eesponsibility "  policy 
of  Her  ifajosty's  Government.     He  had 
no  doubt  that  the  Government  would 
find  words  to  defend,  if  they  could  not 
find  arguments  to  justify,  that  policy, 
and  that  they  would  attempt  to  do  so 
on  religious,  moral,   nnd  philanthropic 
grounds.     But  could  they  also  attempt 
to  defend  it  as  successful — as  success- 
ful in  this,  that  it  had  done  anything  to 
lessen   the   sufferings   of    humanity   in 
Zululand  ?     Could  they  deny  that,  from 
every  point  of  view,  the  welfare  of  the 
Zulus,  the  security  of  Natal,  the  main- 
tenance of  the  honour  of  the  English 
name    among  the    Natives    of    South 
Africa — from  each  and  every  such  point 
of    view,    the    policy   of    the    Govern- 
ment  had   failed  in   as    complete  and 
ghastly  a  manner  as  ever  discredited  a 
Government  ?    He  must  express  a  hope 
that,    in   the  interest    of    honesty   and 
fairplay   in   politics,   no   hon.    Member 
would  on  that  occasion,   as  last   year, 
rise  in  his  place  and  throw  tho  blame  of 
the  present  state  of  anarchy  in  Zululand 
on  the  late  Government  and  the  Zulu 
War.     That  had  been  done  last  year ; 
but  ho  was  sure  that  no  hon.  Geotlo- 
raan  on  the  Treasury  Bench  could  feel 
it  consistent  with  his  own  self-respect  to 
again  rake  up  that  past  history  as  in 
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the  smallest  degree  offering  any  justili- 
cation  for  another  12  months'  continued 
and  even  more  hopeless  anarchy,  and 
for  an  amount  of  unceasing  inter-tribal 
slaughter  which  surpassed  anything  that 
Zululand  had  known  since  the  Zulus  first 
won  the  dignity  of  a  nation.    La«t  year, 
that  ludicrously  inadequate  excuse  was 
given,  but  only  because  the  Government 
coidd  find  no  other  words  to  excuse  the 
efi'eots  of  their  policy  of  rest^jring  Cete- 
wayo.     They  could  not  deny  that  tliey 
were  warned  of  the  results  which  would 
follow  that   restoration,   that  they  had 
neglected  those  warnings,  or  that  those 
warnings   had  turned  out   to   bo   true. 
He  had  ui-ged  as  strongly  as  he  could 
last    year,    however   little    weight    his 
words  might  carry,  that  in  view  of  tlie 
fatal  fiaaeo    in   which    the    restoration 
policy  of  the  Government  had  then  ter- 
minated,   the    Government    should    do 
longer  lend  an  ear  to  the  mistaken  voice 
of    unpractical    humanitarians   in   that 
Housa  or  in  the  country,  but  that  tbey 
should  rather  listen  to  those  whoso  ex- 
perience in  South  Africa,  either  as  Eng- 
lish officials  or  as  Native-bom  dwellers 
in  that  land,  entitled  their  opinions  to 
bo  treated  with  consideration  and  their 
advice  to  be  listened   to   with  respect. 
He  had  urged,  as  earnestly  as  ho  could, 
that,  as  the  only  possible  solution  of  the 
question,  the  Government  should  e.xtnuti 
the  principle  of  Reserved  Territory  up  to 
tho  Black  Umvolosi ;  ho  pointed  out  that 
such  a  policy  would  entail  no  expense 
upon  the   country ;   and  he   had  over- 
whelming evidence  to  show  that  sucb  a 
plan  would  have  been  gladly  received 
ond  willingly  adopted  by  the  majority 
of  the  people  in  Zululand,  and  that  it 
would  have  put  an  end  to  that  anarchy 
and  bloodshed  which  now  for  18  months 
had  disgraced  our  connection  with  the 
land.     Sir  Henry  Bulwer  had  expressed 
the  opinion   that   that   course  was  one 
which  ought  to  be  followed  as  the  one 
most   hopeful   for   the   welfare   of    the 
Zulus  of    any    course,    excluding    our 
actual  assumption  of   the  rule  of  that 
country.     He  did  not  think  they  c»>um 
justify  their  dif^regard   of    that    advice 
on  the  ground  of  the  success  of  their  owu 
policy,  and  still  less  could  they  justify 
that  disregard  on  humanitarian  gruuuda. 
Nor  did  he  think  that  any  hon.  Members 
who  last  year  warmly  opposed  this  plan, 
could   now,  in  the  light  of  the  history 
of   Iho    past    12    months,    congratulate 
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ihemselvea  oa  the  success  of  that  policy 
of  leaving  the  Zulus  to  manage  their  own 
affairfi,  which  they  then  advocated,  and 
under  which  system,   as  the  Bishop  of 
Zululaud  had  pointed  out  in  a  letter  in 
Tht  Timet  at  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
"  mutual  extermination  became  the  only 
possibility."      If  it   had  been   the  de- 
liberate,  llie   diabolical   design  of  the 
Government  to  settle  the  question  on  the 
"  Kilkenny  cat"  principle,  they  could  not 
have  gone  to  work  in  a  surer  manner  to 
effect  that  end.  The  country  was  settling 
down  under  the  old  .Settlement  of  Lord 
"Wolseley  ;   and  whether  or  not  that  set- 
tlomentmight  have  been  the  best  possible 
settlement,   still,  had  that  policy  been 
faithfully  followed,  it  would  have  pre- 
served   order    there.       Hon.  Members 
who  differed  from  him  might  ag^in  talk 
of  the  Sitimela  fight.     What  had  hap- 
pened in  that  case  bore  out  his  state- 
ment, and   was  the  best  proof  of  the 
propriety  of  that  policy.     That  was  the 
case  of  one  Zulu,  who,  with  a  consider- 
able   foUowiag,    revolted     against    his 
Chief;  the  Chief  called  in  the  help  of 
a  neighbouring   Chief,   and   the   revolt 
was  put  down  with  one  fight.    That  was 
the   exact    reason  why    I^ord  Wolseley 
divided  Zululand  amongst  a  number  of 
Chiefs — that  if  there  was  a  revolt  in  the 
territory  of  one  Chief,  a  majority  of  the 
other   Chiefs   would   support   the   loyal 
subjects  of  the  Chief.     It  was,  however, 
absurd  to  talk  now  about  the  Sitimela 
fighting,  or  to  make  much  of  the  Native 
bloodshed  which  then  took  place.  Why, 
all  the  fighting  that  took  place  during 
the  three  years  after  Cetewayo's  deposi- 
tion did  not  result  in  as  niauy  deaths  as 
took  place  in  one  half-hourof  one  morn- 
ing within  six  weeks  of  his  restoration. 
All  the   bloodshed  during  those  years 
were  but  aa  a  single  drop  as  compared 
with  the  oceaa  of    blood    which    had 
deluged  that  land  since  that  unhappy 
morning  when  Cotewayo  was  once  more 
restored  to  his  Chieftainship  at  ITlundi. 
Tho   Government   first   encouraged   the 
agitation  of  a  few  malcontents,  who  pre- 
tended  to   be   anxious   fur   Cetewayo's 
restoration  ;  and  having  done  that,  they 
insisted  on  forcing  back  Cetewayo  on  an 
alarmed  and  reluctant  people.  *  And  in 
order  to  do  that  they  broke  tho  solemn 
engagements  made  four  years  ago  with 
the  Chieftains.     Now,  that  was  a  delibe- 
rate breach  of  faith  with  the  Chieftains 
vhioh  he  had  last  year  challenged  Her 


Majesty's  Goveiument  to  justify,  to  de- 
fend, or  to  deny — he  challenged  them, 
quoting  tho  Prime  Minister's  own  words 
spoken  in  that  House  in  support  of  the 
charge  he  brought  against  them,  and 
they  were  dumb.  Ha  knew  that  that 
engogement  was  made  by  the  Ee- 
presentative  of  a  Power  which  boasted 
that  on  its  Dominions  the  sun  never 
set,  with  a  party  of  uneducated  and 
naked  Zulus  in  a  Kaffir  krunl ;  but 
he  said  that  it  was  as  solemn  and  sacred, 
and  the  breach  of  it  as  shameful  and 
wrong,  as  if  it  had  been  made  with  the 
Representatives  of  a  European  Power 
and  signed  in  a  Eoyal  Palace.  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  had  set  this  .solemn 
engagement  aside,  and  had  restored 
Cetewayo ;  and  the  firebrand  having 
done  its  natural  work  in  producing  a 
general  confiagration  throughout  the 
land — 

"  The  torch  being  lighted,  and  the  flame  being 
spread. 
And  carnage  smiling  on  her  daily  dead" — 

the  Government  had  then  announced 
their  intention  of  standing  calmly  by 
and  waiting  till  the  fire  had  burnt  itself 
out,  only  watching  to  see  that  the  flames 
did  not  come  into  too  dangerous  proxi- 
mity with  their  own  immediate  Popses- 
sions.  This  was  tho  general  result,  this 
was  the  mngnificent  outcome  of  our 
philanthropy,  our  humanity,  our  Chris- 
tianity, and  our  statesmanship  in  the 
1 9th  century,  under  a  Liberal  Govern- 
ment— 

"To  make  a  solitude  and  call  it  peaco  " — 
or,  rather,  to  encourage  the  Zulus  to 
make  the  solitude,  and  then,  on  the 
hustings,  to  point  to  it  as  peace.  He  did 
not  know  of  any  instance,  and  he  believed 
no  instance  existed,  of  a  Government 
behaving  at  the  same  time  in  worse 
faith,  with  more  consummate  folly  and 
shortsightedness,  and  with  more  con- 
spicuous aud  disastrous  unsuccess.  With 
fhepermissionoftbeOomraittee,  he  would 
read  the  following  extract  from  a  Natal 
newspaper,  which  gave  an  excellent 
account  of  the  state  of  Zululand — 

"  It  looks  as  bad  now  m  can  be  in  all  tho 
coimtry  between  Ucnhlatiizi  aud  the  Umvolosi. 
The  people  aro  leaving  their  kraals,  and  thpy 
who  are  there  sleep  outside,  because  they  are 
afniid.  A  great  number  of  Zulus  are  wavering 
and  afmid,  fearing  both  sides.  The  people  aro 
surprised  at  the  English  Ooremment  duing  no- 
thing ;  they  cannot  understand  it.  They  could 
when  a  King  was  alive,  because  it  wa.s  a  diffi- 
cult question  what  to  do  with  him.     But  now 
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that  is  taken  away,  a  lot  of  Chiefs  hare  refused 
to  pay  taxes.  The  Besident  went  back  to  his 
residence  the  day  after  the  women  disturbed 
him,  and  the  next  day  he  set  out  to  take  the 
taxes,  but  heard  there  would  be  trouble  up 
country,  so  turned  back.  He  might  easily  have 
settled  affairs  in  the  Geserve  ;  but  I  suppose  his 
hands  are  tied  and  he  can  do  nothing.  The 
Zulus  are  thoroughly  demoralized,  and  they 
have  lost  all  respect  for  the  English.  This  is 
annoying  when  one  thinks  how  easily  the  Eng- 
lish might  have  managed  the  country  after  they 
conquered  it.  The  Zulus'  now  say,  '  We  trusted 
in  you,  and  you  do  nothing.'  They  say  further 
that  the  English  only  know  how  to  write 
letters." 

The  next  extract  which  I  will  read,  is  a 
short  one  from  a  letter  received  a  few 
weeks  ago  from  John  Dunn  himself. 
He  said — 

"Affairs  here  are  in  a  pretty  muddle.  The 
Boers  have  got  possession  of  the  central  part  of 
Zululand,  and  in  the  Reserve  the  Resident  has 
been  attacked  by  Dabulamanzi  at  night,  but 
fortunately  he  was  warned  and  prepared,  and 
beat  them  off.  I  have  all  my  men  under  arms 
ready,  and  this  is  the  only  part  of  Zululand  up 
to  this  where  there  has  been  no  fighting  or 
bloodshed." 

And  in  one  of  the  letters  contained  in 
the  last  Blue  Book  which  had  been 
issued  with  reference  to  Zululand,  they 
had  this  account  sent  by  Sir  Henry 
Bulwer  from  Mr.  Osborn  with  regard 
to  the  state  of  things  in  the  Beserve 
Territory  itself — 

"The  attitude  of  the  Usutus,  Mr.  Osborn 
states,  is  causing  great  alarm  to  the  loyal  people 
for  many  miles  round  the  Inkandhla,  who  are 
repeatedly  insulted  and  threatened  by  indi- 
viduals of  the  Usutu  party,  so  much  so  that 
they  and  their  families  dare  not  sleep  at  their 
kraals  for  fear  of  being  attacked  at  night, 
and  after  dark  retire  to  the  hills  and  donzas ; 
and  this  is  the  case  even  with  some  of 
the  people  residing  a  long  distance  from  the 
Inkandhla.  The  loyal  Chiefs  and  people  can- 
not understand  why  the  lawless  and  defiant  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Usutus  should  he  tolerated  in 
the  Reserve.  They  consider  they  are  in  danger 
from  the  Usutus,  and  unless  he  (Mr.  Osborn) 
takes  steps  to  deal  with  Ictuka,  they  will  take 
the  matter  into  their  own  hands." 

And  now,  as  a  corollary  to  that,  they 
heard  that  at  the  date  of  a  letter  received 
three  weeks  ago,  our  Representative  in 
Zululand ,  Mr.  Osborn,  had  actually  been 
attacked  by  10,000  Usutus,  under  Dabul- 
manzi,  the  same  Chief  to  whom  the  Oo- 
vemment  had  been  deferring,  and  coax- 
ing, and  patting  on  the  back  for  two 
years ;  the  result  being  that  about  200 
people  had  been  killed.  They  found 
that  a  large  proportion  of  the  Zulu 
people,   not  only  in    the  Central    and 
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Northern  parts,  but  also  in  the  Beserve 
Territory,  were  hiding  and  starving  in 
the  bush ;  and,  finally,  they  heard  that 
Usibepu,  the  one  gallant,  plucky,  and 
loyal  Chief,  had  been  routed,  not  by  the 
Usutus,  for  he  had  already  defeated 
them,  but  by  some  600  of  those  in- 
famous marauding  Boers,  who  were 
the  outcome  of  another  portion  of  the 
policy  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  in 
South  Africa.  The  Qovemment  refused 
to  rule,  or  to  take  any  part  in  the  ruling, 
of  Zululand,  and  the  result  was  that 
carnage,  starvation,  and  desolation 
reigned  triumphant  in  that  country.  He 
congratulated  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  (Mr.  Gladstone)  and  the  Co- 
lonial Office,  on  the  biiJliant  suoceaa 
which  had  followed  from  the  diplo- 
matic wisdom  and  the  timely  courage 
which  they  bad  manifested  throughout 
in  dealing  with  the  Zulu  question.  Now, 
answerable  as  they  were  for  this  state  of 
things  in  Zululand,  as  they  must  confess 
they  now  were,  he  asked  them  what 
they  intended  to  do,  or,  rather,  whether 
they  intended  to'  still  pursue  the  shame- 
ful— he  might  say  murderous — policy  of 
doing  nothing — that  policy  of  "  writing 
letters,"  as  the  Zulus  had  so  graphi- 
cally described  it?  Did  they  still  in- 
tend to  disregard  the  advice  of  Sir  Henry 
Bulwer,  and  every  competent  authority, 
recognizing,  as  they  muist,  that  on  every 
previous  occasion  on  whieh  they  had 
disregarded  it  they  had  been  utterly  and 
fatally  wrong?  Just  to  show  how  con- 
sistently wrong  they  had  heen,  and  how 
persistently  they  had  neglected  advice, 
he  would  read  a  telegram  from  Sir 
Henry  Bulwer,  dated  the  5th  of  May 
last,  which  ran  thus — 

"It  is  reported  that  the  Boers  have  pro- 
claimed Dinuzulu  King  of  Zululand,  and  have 
declared  an  independent  Bepublio.  The  report 
requires  confirmation ;  bat  there  is  good  infor- 
mation to  the  effect  that  a  large  number  from 
the  Transvaal  and  Pretoria  Free  State  have 
agreed  to  the  conquest  of  Zululand  for  Cete- 
wayo's  son  in  return  for  territorial  cession.  It 
is  said  that  they  will  join  in  the  united  attack 
on  Usibepu.  Usibepu  is  well  able  to  hold  his 
own  against  the  Usutu  party,  but  not  a^inst 
the  unjustifiable  combination,  and  he  will  be 
destroyed ;  and  Zululand,  except  the  Reserve, 
will  fall  under  Boer  domination,  unless  we  in- 
terfere." 

Then,  10  days  later,  he  said — 

"  The  action  of  the  Boers  is  an  interference 
with  a  Chief  made  independent  of  us.  It  intro- 
duces a  new  element  in  the  Zbln  question,  and 
entirely  revolutionizM  it,  destroys  balanoe  of 
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power  exUlin;;  in  Usibopii,  (mcoorages  theTTsatu 
part}',  and  intimidalea  the  Natives  of  the  Be- 
aorve,  who,  fearful  of  the  estahlishment  of  the 
Usntu  party,  powerful  under  Boer  protection 
and  not  sure  of  us,  will  think  how  to  save 
themselvea.  The  quentioa  of  the  Boers,  there- 
fore,  presses  for  decision.  In  the  meantime, 
the  Reserve  is  seriously  endangered  by  the 
TTsutu  party  being  able  to  concentrate  against 
it,  and  already  people  arc  taking  refuge  in 
Katal." 

On  the  some  paga  there  was  another 
letter,  if  anything,  stronger;  but  he 
would  not  trouble  the  Committee  by 
reading  it.  He  would  only  ask  if  tht-y 
were  to  stand  still  while  they  saw  a  new 
Stellaland  arising  in  South  Africa? 
Were  they  to  remain  pa.s8ive  while  they 
saw  these  rascally  filibustering  Boers 
taking  possession  of  the  country,  and 
carving  it  out  into  farms  for  themselves  ? 
It  was  curious,  and  he  thought  worthy 
of  notice,  that  the  Boers  were,  with  re- 
gard to  Zululand,  occupying  very  much 
the  same  position  as  the  Aby.'-sinians 
now  were  t-o  occupy  towards  the  Soudan  ; 
and  as  their  civilization  was  in  about  the 
same  rudimentary  condition,  aud  as  their 
Christianity  was  in  about  the  same  fos- 
silized state,  they  were  equally  valuable 
allies  to  the  Govurmnent  in  carrying  out 
a  policy  which  in  both  countries  ap- 
peared to  aim  at  the  utter  extermination 
of  those  Native  races,  whoso  struggles 
for  freedom  and  whose  patriotic  valour 
they  were  once  bidden  to  admire  and 
respect.  Was  that,  he  asked,  lh«ir 
policy  ?  It  was,  at  least,  an  inttUi- 
gible  policy,  because  the  exturmina- 
tion  of  the  Zulus  would  relievo  the 
Government  of  any  further  responsi- 
bility or  troul/les  in  regard  to  Zululand. 
[Mr.  Wabton  :  .lust  what  they  waut.] 
And  while  the  Qovemment  would  reap 
all  the  advantages  of  that  ext.eruiination, 
all  the  dirty  work — all  the  direi  t  blood- 
shod — would  be  done  by  the  Boers,  aud 
the  Government  would  be  able  to  relieve 
their  conscience  by  a  cotflbiued  Scribe 
and  Pharisee  policy  of  writing  letters 
and  publishing  Blue  Books,  deprecating 
bloodshed  and  addressing  remonstrances 
to  the  officials  of  the  South  African  Re- 
public. He  would  not,  however,  seriou.sly 
charge  Her  Majesty's  Government,  or 
any  Member  of  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment, with  a  policy  so  ineffably 
mean  ;  but  it  was  a  possible  policy,  and 
a  policy  to  which  there  were  only  two 
alternatives — one  that  a  Commissioner 
should  be  appointed  to  reside  on  the 
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frontier  to  prevent  aggression  by  the 
Boers,  and  to  allow  the  Zulus  to  ex- 
terminate themselves  without  any  White 
man's  assistance ;  the  other,  that  policy 
which  he  had  already  advocated  in  that 
House,  and  which  he  now  again  advo- 
cated, as  warmly  as  he  could — namely, 
the  e.^teneicin  of  the  Heserve  Territory 
to  the  Black  Umvolosi.  It  was  of  no 
use  going  again  into  details ;  but  let  it 
be  understood  that  such  extension  and 
its  proclamation  would  mean  -  at  once 
the  cessation  of  bloodshed  in  Zululand, 
the  future  civilization  of  that  country, 
aud  the  saving  fyom  extermination  of 
tlip  finost  race  of  savages  which  South 
Africa  had  produced.  Let  the  Commit- 
tee understand  that,  from  the  midst  of 
the  misery  and  desolation  of  their  land, 
the  cry  of  the  Zulus  themselves  was  for 
such  a  settlement  of  the  question,  and 
for  such  a  deliverance  for  themselves. 
Now,  he  said  that,  at  least,  if  the  Go- 
vernment would  not  consent  to  extend 
the  Keserve  Territory,  it  was  their  duty 
to  give  some  reason  for  such  refusal. 
What  wos  tlieir  reason  ?  Did  it  rest  on 
the  ground  of  expense  ?  They  might 
almost  believe  tliat,  for  Lord  Derby, 
some  few  mouths  ago,  telegraphed  to 
Sir  Henry  Bulwer,  asking  him  what 
would  be  the  expense  of  extending 
the  Reserve  Territory,  and  the  latter 
replied  that,  for  the  first  year,  it 
would  be  about  £6.000,  and  after  that 
there  would  be  no  fuithi'r  expense  at  all. 
Since  that  time  they  had  heard  no- 
thing more  on  the  subject  of  the  ex- 
tension. £6,000  for  putting  an  end  to 
all  this  savagery  aud  bloodshed  !  Why, 
it  would  probably  save  the  country  a 
hundred  times  the  amount  in  future. 
£6,000 — only  three  times  greater  than 
the  amount  of  expense  eutailed  upon 
the  country  by  the  determination  of  our 
soathetic  Government  to  banish  the  statue 
of  the  Great  Duke  from  Hyde  Park 
Corner  to  its  plate  of  exile  at  Alilcrshot. 
It  was  true  thut,  at  the  same  time,  they 
got  rid  of  a  somewhat  unpleasant  sub- 
ject of  reflection  and  comparison.  The 
cost  of  moving  round  troo[is  fi'om  Cape 
Town  to  Natal  alone,  on  account  of  tliese 
disturbances,  went  far  to  reach  this  total 
of  £6,000,  which  it  was  said  this  exten- 
sion would  cost ;  and  Sir  Henry  Bulwer 
pointed  out  in  that  letter  which  he  had 
referred  to,  but  not  read,  that  tlie  ex- 
pense would  be  just  as  great,  whether 
the  troops  were  employed  to  extend  the 
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Eeserve  to  protect  the  Eeserve,  or  to 
Tilliraately  protect  tLe  borders  of  our 
Ctm  Colonies  from  the  victorious  Usutus 
In  conclusion,  he  would  point  out — and 
it  was  a  lesson  which  the  Government 
should  by  this  lime  have  learnt  by 
heart — that  the  longer  they  delayed,  in 
the  folly  of  their  misplaced  economy,  to 
take  that  one  step,  which  sooner  or 
later  they  would  be  forced  to  take,  the 

(heavier  would  be  the  expense  which  this 
"  penny-wise  and  pound-foolish  "  policy 
would  lay  on  the  British  taxpayer, 
the  more  prolonged  and  cruel  would  be 
the  bloodshed  which  they  would  entail 
on  the  Zulu  people,  and  the  dnrker  and 
more  inexcusable  would  be  the  guilti- 
ness for  that  blood  which  would  lie  at 
the  door  of  the  Government,  and  of  the 
Party  which  supported  them  in  their 
misused  or  wasted  power.  He  begged 
to  move  the  reduction  of  the  Vote  by 
£300. 

SiH  HENRY  HOLLAND  said,  he 
rose  to  second  the  Motion  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  Vote;  but  in  doing  so  he 
wished  to  explain,  as  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Moverof  the  reduction  (Mr.Guy  Dawnay) 
had  done,  that  he  did  not,  of  course,  de- 
sire the  reduction  itself;  but  that  was 
the  only  way  left  to  them  to  protest 
Si^ainst  the  piilicy  of  the  Government  in 
Zululand.  He  would  have  been  glad  if 
the  question  could  have  been  discussed 
on  the  Ile«olutiun  which  he  had  placed 
on  the  Paper,  but  which  he  had  now 
been  oompelled  to  withdraw,  as  it  would 

I  liave  been  discussed  in  the  House,  and 
not  in  Committee,  and  would  have 
afforded  a  larger  basis  for  argument. 
That  Resolution  contained  the  view 
which  he  now  desired  to  bring  under 
the   consideration  of  the   Committee — 

[samely,  that,  looking  to  the  policy  of 
Ber  Majesty's  Government,  and  the  re- 
Bponsibiiities  which  the  country  had  in- 
curred, owing  to  that  policy,  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  country  could  not  get  rid 
of.  or  properly  meet,  those  responsibili- 
ties by  merely  maintaining,  as  by  the 
telegram  of  May  16,  1884,  they  had  de- 
cided to  do,  "  the  integrity  and  pearo  of 
the  Reserve."  He  desired  to  get  the  Com- 
niiiteo  practically  to  affirm  that  the  Go- 

jTernment  were  hound  to  endeavour  to 

'«e8toie  some  kind  of  peace  and  order  in 
the  part  of  Zululand  beyond  the  Re- 
served   Territory.      In    that    way    the 

iliands    of    the  Government    would    be 

l«trengthened  in  any  forward  action  they 

JUr.  Ouy  Latenay 


might  take  to  restore  peace  in  that  un- 
fortunate country,  to  which  our  inter- 
ference had  been  so  fatal.  It  was  not 
necessary  for  him  to  go  back  to  the 
original  Zulu  Wnr.  He  would  content 
himself  with  saying  that  he  had  always 
ccrasidcred  that  war  to  have  been  un- 
necessary, and  therefore  unjust — so  un- 
necessary and  so  unjust,  that  he  had 
felt  himself  compelled  both  to  speak  and 
vote  against  the  late  Government,  be- 
cause, though  they  disapproved  of  the 
war,  they  had  not,  in  his  opinion,  suffi- 
ciently condemned  the  policy  of  Sir 
Banle  Frero.  He  could  not  mention 
the  name  of  Sir  Bartle  Frere  without 
expressing,  however  imperfectly,  his 
sense  of  the  lof^s  this  country  had  sus- 
tained by  the  death  of  so  zealous  a  ser- 
vant of  the  Crown.  We  could  never 
forget  his  able  administration  in  India ; 
we  could  never  forget  the  splendid  ser- 
vice he  rendered  in  the  time  of  the  great 
Mutiny,  in  denuding  of  troops,  at  consi- 
derable personal  risk  to  himself,  the 
Province  over  which  he  presided,  in 
order  to  assi.st  the  efforts  of  Sir  John 
Lawrence.  And  with  regard  to  his 
policy  in  South  Africa,  those  who,  likn 
himself  (Sir  Henry  Holland)  differed 
entirely  from  it,  had  never  doubted  but 
that  it  WHS  adopti^d  from  most  conscien- 
tious motives,  and  in  the  belief  that  it 
wai  upcessnry  to  save  Natal  from  a  great 
and  impending  danger.  The  argument 
which  he  desired  to  lay  before  the  Com- 
mittee, and  which  he  would  afterwards 
support  by  proof,  was  briefly  aa  follow^s: 
— That  after  the  termination  of  the  war, 
Zululand,  its  Chiefs,  and  people,  were  at 
our  mercy;  and  that  it  was  oiir  duty, 
more  especially  if  the  war  was  an  unjust 
one,  to  eiidHsvour  to  restore  peace  aiid 
order  in  that  country ;  that  the  Settle- 
ment of  1879  made  by  Lord  Wolseley,  by 
which  the  country  was  divided  and 
placed  undei'  13  appointed  Chiefs,  was 
the  best  that  could  then  have  been  made  ; 
that  it  was  effectual  in  fairly  securing 
peace  and  order;  not  absolute  peace  ana 
order,  for  that  could  not  have  been  se- 
cured in  a  country  so  lately  devastated 
by  war,  and  with  Natives  whose  feelings 
had  been  embittered  by  the  contest,  and 
who  were  hostile  to  us.  but  a  fair  amount 
of  peace  and  order  ;  that  it  was  certainly 
beneficial  to  the  Zulu  people,  and  appre- 
ciated by  them ;  that  certain  defects  in 
the  working  and  administration  of  that 
Settlement  could  have  been  remedied,  ha 
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•would  not  say  without  difficulty,  but  with 
the  exercise  of  a  little  tact  and  judg- 
ment, and  by  our  willingness  to  take 
upon  ourselves  a  little  more  direct  and 
guiding  authority  ;  that  this  could  have 
been  done  without  the  employment  of 
British  si'ldiers,  and  without  tlio  expen- 
diture of  British  money  ;  that  the  unfor- 
tunate and  ill-judged  restoration  of  Cete- 
wayo  destroyed  this  Settlement  of  1879  ; 
and  that  as  that  policy  proceeded  entirely 
from  this  country,  and  was  against  the 
•wishes  of  the  majority  of  the  Chiefs  and 
Zulu  people,  as  he  would  prove  later  on, 
we  were  bound  morally  to  protect  the 
Zulu  people  against  any  evil  conse- 
quences resulting  from  the  failure  of 
that  politry ;  that  the  scheme  failed, 
mainly  owing  to  the  conduct  of  Cetewayo 
himself;  and  that,  therefore,  our  responsi- 
bility attached,  and  we  were  bound  to 
endeavour  to  restore  to  the  Zulus  siah 
peace  and  order  as  they  enjoyed  under  the 
ISetlleriientof  1879,aud  which  they  would 
probaldy  have  enjoyed  to  a  still  greater 
extent,  if  the  Settlement,  instead  of  being 
defctroyed,  had  been  confirmed  and 
Btrpngihened  in  the  manner  which  he 
had  already  inditated.  He  must  add, 
further,  that  the  settlement  of  the  Boers 
in  Zululand,  while  greatly  complicating 
the  case,  made  it  still  more  necessary  for 
the  Government  to  take  some  action  be- 
yond the  Eeserved  Territory  in  order  to 
pr<itect  the  Zulus  against  the  Boers. 
That  was  the  argument  he  desired  to 
press  upon  the  Committee,  and  he  would 
now  endeavour  to  support  it,  by  re- 
ference to  the  evidence  contained  in  the 
Papers  presented  to  Pailiament.  For 
that  purpose  he  had  read  and  re-read 
those  Papers  with  care ;  and  if  he  hud 
arrived  at  a  wrong  conclusion,  he  could 
conscientiously  staiethat  it  was  not  from 
want  of  study  of  them.  But  a  difficulty 
arose  from  there  being  so  great  a  mass 
of  Correspondence,  and  the  necessity 
of  dealing  with  it  as  a  whole,  because 
many  stories  of  misconduct  of  Chiefs, 
and  acts  of  cruelty  and  hardship,  and 
cases  of  disturbance  which  were  relied 
upon  in  the  earlier  stages  of  the  Corre- 
spondence, and  which  were  brought  for- 
ward as  proof  against  the  working  of  the 
Settlement  of  1879,  were  contradicted, 
or  explained  awa^',  or  materially  weak- 
ened, in  a  later  stuga ;  and  he  would 
give  an  instance  of  that  later  on,  in  con- 
nection with  complaints  brought  against 
Ohiefs.      His  first  point  wa«  that   the 


Settlement  of  1879  wos  the  best  that 
could  have  been  then  made ;  that,  on 
the  whole,  it  had  worked  well ;  and  that 
it  was  beneficial  to  the  Zulus,  and  appre- 
ciated by  them.  It  was  the  best  that  could 
then  have  been  made,  because  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  rightly  as  he  ven- 
tured to  think,  had  decided  not  to  annex 
Zululand,  and  govern  it  as  a  Crown 
Colony.  Thoy  had  determined,  and 
wisely  determined,  that  the  country 
should  be  governed  by  Native  Chiefs, 
under  Native  laws  ;  but  the  defect  in 
the  scheme  was  that  it  did  not  rt-tain 
any  direct  and  guiding  authority.  That 
it  worked  well,  upon  the  whole,  was 
shown  by  the  following  facts :  —  In 
August,  1880 — that  was  something  like 
a  year  after  the  making  of  the  Settle- 
ment— we  find  Sir  Pomeroy  Colley  re- 
porting that — 

"The  conditions  are  sufficient  to  shield  the 
people  from  serious  injustice  and  abuse  of  power 
on  the  part  of  tho  Chiofs  ;  " 

and  Mr.  Brown,  the  Resident,  reports 
that  "order  and  quiet  prevail."  Indeed, 
as  stated  by  Sir  Evelj'n  Wood,  in  his 
address  to  the  Legi-lutive  C'lumil  of 
Natal,  in  October,  ls81,  peace  pre- 
VHiled  in  Zululand  till  July,  18a  1. 
The  Sitiraela  outhreak  then  occurred ; 
but,  as  8h')wn  by  his  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
Guy  Dawuay ),  Sitimola  was  an  impostor, 
and  he  was  soon  put  down — and  to  th's 
fact  he  would  call  the  special  atienti'in 
of  the  Commiitoo,  as  bearing  upon  an- 
other point  in  the  case— by  John  Dunn 
and  Native  levies.  In  truth,  as  Sir 
Henry  Bulwer  snya,  this  case  of  Siti- 
inela  "  can  scorcely  bo  said  to  boar  upon 
the  Setthmeut."  It  was  true  that,  in 
.A.pril,  1881,  cases  of  oppres>-i'in  against 
two  out  <if  the  13  appointed  Chiefs  were 
brciught  forward.  Hut  tiieywere  brou;;lit 
forward  by  the  ei-PiitneJIinisterof  Cete- 
wayo, and  by  two  brothers  of  Ce'ewayo, 
and  not  sui-tained  by  the  deci^ion  of  Sir 
Evelyn  Woud.  to  wliom  all  the  parties 
agreed  to  refer  their  differenct-s.  He 
would  venture  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  this  fact,  as  showing  the 
readiness  of  the  Chiefs  to  submit  their 
difl'erences  to  the  decision  of  the  British 
Governor  of  Notal.  Order  wos  certainly 
restored  before  December,  1881,  for  Mr. 
Osborn  then  reports  that  "  the  country 
is  at  preswnt  perfectly  quiet  in  every 
part."  The  Settlement  of  1879  worked 
then,  upon  the  whole,  peacefully  up  to 
and  well  into  the  year  1882.     But  then 
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came  the  rumours  of  Cetewayo's  in- 
tended visit  to  England;  andthunce  arose 
agitation  and  doubts  in  the  minds  of  the 
Natives  as  to  the  continuance  and  per- 
manency of  the  Settlement.  These 
rumours  also  afforded  a  ground  to  the 
discontented  members  of  Cetewayo's 
family  to  agitate  for  his  restoration. 
But  what  he  (Sir  Honry  Holland)  wished 
to  impress  upon  the  Committee  was,  that 
all  this  agitation,  excitement,  and  dis- 
turbance arose,  not  from  any  internal 
defeat  in  the  working  of  the  Settlement, 
but  from  causes  outside  that  Settlement; 
and,  indeed,  it  might  be  said  outside  the 
country  itself.  That  the  Settlement 
worked  beneGciolly  for  the  Zulu  people, 
and  was  appreciated  by  them,  could 
hardly  be  doubted.  He  would  give  one 
very  conclusive  proof.  In  the  latter 
years  of  Cetewayo's  reign,  hundreds  of 
families  fled  from  Zululand  into  Natal  ; 
fugitives  from  a  cruel  de.spotism,  under 
■which  no  man's  life  was  safe ;  but,  in 
1881,  permission  was  given  to  no  less 
than  l,6.'j0  Natives,  men,  women,  and 
children,  to  return  from  Natal  into  Zulu- 
land.  Surely  this  fact  showed  conclu- 
sively two  tilings;  first,  that  Cetewayo's 
rule  was  feared ;  and,  secondly,  that  the 
change  from  his  rule  was  acceptable, 
and  that  the  working  of  the  Settlement 
was  appreciated  by  the  Natives.  But 
there  was  further  proof  of  this  feelinz, 
for  Sir  Evelyn  Wood  reports  in  April, 
1881  — 

"  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  thn  bulk  of  the 
nation  already  appreciate  its  improved  condi- 
tion ; " 

and,  again,  in  September,  1881,  after 
he  had  traversed  a  large  part  of  the 
country,  he  reports — 

"  Everv  Zulu  whom  I  met  alone  in  my  ride 
throuRh  Zululand  told  me,  in  the  course  of  con- 
versation, that  the  Zulus  would  not  willin);ly 
go  back  to  the  old  system  which  obtained  under 
Cetewayo,  preferring  the  present  system." 

No  doubt,  there  were  stories  of  Chiefs 
eating  up "  and  ill-treating  their 
I  people,  and  those  had  been  relied  on ; 
but,  as  ho  had  already  pointed  out, 
many  of  these  were  afterwards  proved 
to  be  much  exaggerated,  or  without 
foundation.  Some  were  clearly  disposed 
of  by  vSir  Henry  Bulwer,  in  his  Report 
of  August  a."),  1S82,  with  which,  of 
course,  he  would  not  trouble  the  Com- 
mittee ;  but  ho  would  venture  to  read  a 
few  words,  in  which  Sir  Henry  Bulwer 
Buma  up  the  case.     He  said — 

Bir  H»nry  Holland 


"  I,  at  least,  must  do  them  justice,  and  acqait 
them  of  the  (jreat  crime,  so  wrongfully  and  an- 
juiitly  charged  against  them  ;  " 

and.  finally,  in  his  Report  of  February, 
1883,  in  which  he  reviewed,  after  full 
consideration,  the  state  of  Ziilulaud,  he 
wrote — 

"  The  Settlement  of  1870  had  oonferred  great 
benefits  upon  the  Zulu  people,  benefits  which 
every  true  friend  of  the  Native  races  ought  to 
rejoice  at." 

Ho  (Sir  Henry  Holland)  could  have 
added  to  those  proofs,  had  there  been 
time ;  but  he  trusted  that  he  had  estab- 
lished the  first  point  of  his  argument. 
Now,  as  to  the  second  point ;  he  had  ad- 
mitted that  during  the  working  of  the 
Settlement  certain  defects  became  mani- 
fest, and  he  had  indicated  the  nature  of 
the  chief  defect— namely,  the  want  of 
a  more  direct  and  guiding  authority  oa 
the  part  of  the  British  Government. 
That  defect  had  early  been  pointed  out 
by  Sir  Henry  Bulwer  and  Mr.  Osbom  ; 
but  Her  Majesty's  Government  had  de- 
clined to  exercise  it,  on  the  ground  that 
the  e.\ercise  of  it,  if  it  did  not  amount  to 
annexation,  would,  of  a  certainty,  lead 
to  annexation.  He  thought  that  the 
Government  were  wrong  in  this  view, 
and  iu  their  fears.  They  were  exercising 
this  authority  through  their  Besideut 
in  Bechuanaland,  but  they  hod  not 
annexed  that  land,  nor  woulii  they  have 
to  do  so  ;  thev  were  exercising  that  autho- 
rity in  the  Reserved  Territory,  and,  as 
yet,  they  had  not  had  to  annex  it ;  and 
if  they  had  to  do  so,  it  would  be  on 
account  of  the  Boers,  and  not  on  account 
of  any  authority  exercised  over  the 
Natives  in  that  territory.  It  was  very 
dosiralde  that  immediate  rule  should  be 
carried  on  by  tlie  Native  Chiefs  over 
their  people,  and  it  would  have  been 
unwise  to  have  deprived  them  of  that 
power;  but  a  direct  and  guiding  autho- 
rity was  necessary  to  maintain  that  power 
to  them ;  to  prevent  these  Chiefs  from 
quarrelling  among  themsidves  ;  and  to 
check  in  the  bud  intertribal  disptitea, 
before  they  had  attained  to  such  a  size 
as  to  render  it  difficult  to  repress  them 
without  bloodshed  and  expense.  There 
could  be  no  doubt  that  the  Zulu  people 
themselves  expected  the  exercise  of  such 
a  paramount  authority.  It  was  charac- 
teristic of  all  Natives  to  expect  that  the 
victors  in  a  contest  would  not  retreat, 
but  would  continue  to  hold  and  exercise 
the  power  they  had  won  in  battle.    Thia 
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authority,  he  contended,  might  then 
have  been  secured  and  exercised  w^ithout 
fear  of  annexation,  and  without  the  em- 
ployment of  British  troops,  or  Britisli 
money,  by  the  appointment  of  Residents 
and  Sub-Residents,  exercising  certain 
judicial  and  ^ua«i'- political  powers.  There 
was  a  remarkable  concensus  of  opinion 
in  favour  of  the  appointment  of  Resi- 
dents by  men  most  competent  to  form 
an  opinion.  He  would  cite  the  names 
of  Sir  Henry  Bulwer,  Sir  Theophilus 
Shepstone,  Mr.  Osborn,  Bishop  Douglas, 
Mr.  Robertson,  and  John  Dunn,  men  of 
very  different  views,  of  very  ditferent 
characters,  looking  at  the  question  from 
very  different  sides,  and  yet  all  agreeing 
upon  this  point.  That  the  Zulu  Chiefs 
Would  have  been  ready  to  yield  to  such 
authority  was  shown  by  their  readiness 
to  refer  their  disputes  upon  the  occasion 
to  which  he  had  already  alluded.  That 
no  British  troops  would  have  been  re- 
quired was  the  opinion  of  Sir  Henry 
Bulwer  in  his  Report  of  Februnrj'  15, 
1883 ;  and  they  c<iuld  probably  have  en- 
gaged all  the  Chiefs  to  assist  in  putting 
down  quarrels  at  the  request  of  the 
British  authority.  Upon  that  point  he 
would  refer  to  the  telegram  of  Sir  Evelyn 
Wood  of  September  2,  IbSl  — 

"  All  Chiefs  agree  to  comliino  for  the  repres- 
sion of  rebellion,  if  advised  to  du  so  by  the  Re- 
sident ; " 

and  to  the  fact,  before  alluded  to  by 
him,  that  Sitimela  was  put  down  by 
Dunn  and  Native  levies.  The  Chiefs 
would  have  been  ready  to  recognize  that 
the  primary  obligations  of  maintenance 
of  territory  and  maintenance  of  peace 
rested  upon  them  and  their  people,  act- 
ing in  concert  with  the  Residents.  Upon 
that  point  also,  he  would  add  that  a  Uut 
Tax,  or  some  other  tax  or  contribution 
of  a  like  kind,  would  have  covered  the 
expenses.  If  these  steps  had  been  taken 
in  this  direction,  he  believed  that  the 
Settlement  of  1879  might  have  been 
strengthened  and  coniiuued,  and  the 
good  eifects  of  its  working  would  have 
been  largely  increased.  It  might  be 
said  that  this  was,  after  all,  a  matter  of 
speculation  and  conjecture;  but  the  view 
was  supported,  as  he  had  shown,  by  the 
actual  working  of  the  Settlement  till 
1882,  and  by  the  opinions  of  men  best 
aequuiuted  with  the  state  of  affairs,  and 
with  the  wishes  and  views  of  the  Zulu 
Chiefs  and  people.  But  if  this  were 
mattor  of  speculation,  there  could  be  no 
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doubt  at  all  as  to  the  absoltite  faUure  of 
the  alternative  plan  adopted  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government — namely,  the  re- 
storation of  Cetewayo.  From  that  plau 
he  entirely  dissented ;  it  put  an  end  to 
the  Settlement ;  it  was  a  violation  of 
our  pledges  to  the  Chiefs  and  people ; 
and  it  was,  he  believed,  against  the 
wishes  of  the  great  majority  of  the 
people  themselves.  The  first  unfortunate 
step  was  the  visit  of  Cetewayo  to  Eng- 
land. The  announcement  of  the  pro- 
posed visit  had  given  rise  in  Zululand, 
as  he  had  already  pointed  out,  to  agita- 
tion, and  uncertainty  and  doubts  as  to 
the  continuance  of  the  Settlement  of 
1879,  and  all  the  disturbances  in  1882 
were  traceable  to  this  cause.  It  was 
clear  that  Cetewayo  himself  looked  upon 
this  visit  as  the  first  step  towards  his 
re-toration ;  and  no  less  clear  that  the 
Zulus  took  a  like  view.  And  it  was  to 
him  most  extraordinar}'  that  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  did  not  seem  to  have 
foreseen,  or  suspected,  that  agitation 
would  arise  in  Zululand  when  the  re- 
ports of  the  proposed  visit  reached  that 
country.  They  seemed  to  have  been  taken 
by  surprise  when  they  had  temporarily 
to  postpone  the  visit  upon  receiving  a 
strongly  worded  Report  from  Sir  Henry 
Bulwer  in  May,  1882,  that  the  intended 
visit  had — 

"  Led  to  the  report  of  his  restoration,  and 
had  been  the  cause  of  the  recent  deroonntration 
of  the  ex-King's  brothers,  and  was  producing 
uneusinesa  in  Zululand,  and  interfering  with 
the  settlement  of  that  country." 

He  (Sir  Henry  Holland^  was  justified 
in  assuming  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment were  thus  wanting  in  foresight, 
because  no  steps  were  taken  in  Zululand 
to  explain  the  state  of  the  case  to  the 
Chiefs,  and  to  prevent  any  uneasiness 
and  agitation,  nor  were  any  instructions 
to  that  effect  given  to  Sir  Henry  Bul- 
wer. Weil,  the  restoration  was  decided 
upon ;  it  was  decided  upon  against  the 
strongly  expressed  opinions  of  hon. 
Members  on  that  (the  Opposition)  side 
of  the  House,  and,  if  he  remembered 
rightly,  on  the  other  ^ide  also.  He 
himself  had  ventured  to  point  out  the 
almost  certainty  of  the  failure  of  such  a 
scheme.  It  was  decided  upon  against 
the  views  of  Lord  Wolseley,  who  pro- 
tested against  it  on  the  ground  of  danger 
to  Natal ;  of  caus'ing  serious  trouble  and 
bloodshed  in  Zululand  ;  and  as  being  in 
direct  contravention  of    the  guarantee 
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given  to  the  13  Chiefs  that,  under  no  cir- 
oumstancea,  should  Cetewayo  be  allowed 
to  settle  again  in  the  territory.  It  was 
aji^ainst  the  views  of  Sir  Theophilus 
Shepstone,  who  thought  it  would  "  be 
certain  to  produce  the  most  disastrous 
consequences."  It  was  against  theviews 
of  Sir  Henry  Bulwer,  who  strongly  op- 
posed the  scheme,  and  only  yielded 
when  he  was  informed  that  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  had  decided  upon  it, 
and  when  he  was  instructed  to  take  the 
necessary  steps  to  prepare  the  country 
for  the  return  of  the  ex-King.  It  was 
against  the  views  of  the  Colonists  of 
Matal,  if  we  might  judge  from  a  protest 
of  the  Legislative  Council  of  that 
Colony,  and  from  resolutions  passed  at 
such  important  places  as  Durban,  Pietpr- 
maritzburg,  and  Newcastle.  And,  lastly, 
it  was  against  the  wishns  of  the  majority 
of  the  13  appointed  Chiefs,  and  of  the 
bulk  of  the  Zulu  people.  As  regarded 
the  Zulu  people,  he  had  shown  how  en- 
tirely satisfied  they  were  with  the  work- 
ing of  the  Settlement  of  1x79,  and  there 
was  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  bulk 
of  the  people  had  altered  their  views. 
No  doubt  a  certain  number  of  the 
people,  who  had  been  most  intimately 
connected  with  Cetewayo  and  his  family, 
were  interested  and  excited  by  the  pros- 
pect of  his  restoration  ;  but,  even  when 
he  came  back,  their  number  was  so 
limited  that  he  was  almost  alarmed  at 
the  want  of  enthusiasm.  It  was  true 
that  no  direct  protest  was  made  by  the 
people  against  the  return ;  but,  at  all 
events,  there  was  no  Petition  in  favour 
of  it ;  and  whatever  advances  in  civiliza- 
tion the  Zulus  had  made  it  might  be 
admitted  that  they  had  not  advanced 
so  far  as  they  had  in  this  country  in 
the  art  of  getting  up  and  presenting 
Petitions.  And  it  must  not  be  for- 
gotten that  Natives  very  readily  fell  in 
with  the  decision  of  higher  Powers, 
when  once  made,  however  much  they 
might  dislike  it,  from  fear  of  opposing 
it.  And  when  they  were  considering 
the  feeling  of  the  people,  they  could  not 
but  treat  the  protests  of  the  Chiefs  and 
Headmen  as  representing,  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  the  views  and  wishes 
of  their  followers.  Now,  how  did  the 
case  stand  as  regards  the  13  appointed 
Chiefs?  In  October,  1882,  five  only 
were  disposed  to  acquiesce  in  the  re- 
storation, while  eight  were  opposed  to 
it ;  and  even  after  the  decision  was  an- 
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nounced,  7  out  of  13  expressed  dis- 
sent. It  was  to  him  somewhat  surpris- 
ing that,  after  the  determination  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  was  made  known, 
so  many  Chiefs  were  bold  enough  to 
protest,  because  the  Chiefs  might  na- 
turally have  feared  that  further  opposi- 
tion would  draw  down  on  them  the 
hostility  and  vengeance  of  Cetewayo 
when  he  returned  to  Zululand,  backed 
up  by  the  power  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment. And,  again,  as  late  as  Jantiary, 
1883,  they  would  find  80  Chiefs  and 
Headmen  protesting;  and  the  tone  of 
their  complaints  was  so  simple  and 
touching  that  he  would  venture  to  read 
it  to  the  Committee.     They  said — 

"  Is  it  true  that  you  White  people  now  find 
thiit  Cetewayo  has  done  no  wronj^;?  What 
wrong  have  *ce  done  that  we  are  to  be  driven 
from  our  homes  f  We  cannot  lire  under  Cete- 
wayo again.  Wo  look  to  the  Oovemment  to 
protect  us,  and  to  allow  us  to  occupy  the  coun- 
try to  which  we  belong,  and  whidi  we  moat 
leave  if  Cetewayo  is  put  over  us." 

Sir  Theophilus  Shepstone  also  reports 
that— 

"  All  complain  bitterly  of  the  changes  now 
made  without  in  any  way  consulting  their 
feelings." 

The  restoration  was  made,  as  he  thought 
he  had  shown,  against  the  wishes  of  the 
majority  of  the  Chiefs,  and,  therefore, 
against  the  pledges  given  to  them  in 
1879.  It  had  been  urged  tbai^  in  par- 
tial redemption  of  those  pledges,  the 
Beserved  Territory  had  been  set  aside 
for  such  Chiefs  as  did  not  wish  to  serve 
under  Cetewayo.  Bat  when  one  came 
to  look  at  it,  this  offer  was  little  better 
than  a  mockery.  There  would  be  a  very 
natural  reluctance  on  the  part  of  the 
people  to  leave  their  property,  and  homes, 
and  settle  down  in  a  new  territory  ;  and, 
unless  the  people  would  move,  it  was 
hopeless  to  suppose  that  the  Chiefs  would 
separate  themselves  from  their  people, 
aud  power,  and  property.  He  believed 
that,  in  fact,  not  a  single  Chief  had  up 
to  this  time  availed  himself  of  the  offer, 
with  the  exception  of  Usibepu,  who, 
after  his  total  defeat  by  Boers  and 
Usutus,  had  no  other  place  of  refuge. 
The  result  of  the  restoration  was,  as  pre- 
dicted, disastrous.  The  scheme  failed, 
and  mainly  owing  to  the  conduct  of 
Cetewayo  himself.  He  returned  to  his 
country  dissatisfied  with  the  conditions 
imposed  upon  him ;  sore  that  so  large  a 
portion  of  the  country  had  been  sepa- 
rated from  his  rule ;  and  especially  sor^ 
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thftt  the  Chief  Usihopn,  his  "  do(»,"  as 
he  colled  that  Chief,  had  been  allowed 
to  retain  his  separate  power  and  terri- 
tory. He  began  at  once  to  assume 
power  over  the  Chiefs  and  Natives  in 
the  Beserved  Territory,  in  spite  of  re- 
peated warnings  from  Sir  Henry  Bulwer 
and  Mr.  Fynn ;  he  soon  commenced 
hostilities  against  Usibepu — an  atiarlc 
utterly  unprovoked,  and  characteri/td 
by  Sir  Heniy  Bulwer  as  "  another 
direct  and  most  serious  violatiim  of  the 
conditions."  Cetewayo  was  defeated, 
and  died,  and  the  scheme  of  the  restora- 
tion failed,  after  destroying  the  Settle- 
ment of  1879.  He  (Sirlleury  Holland) 
believed  that  ho  had  so  far  proved  his 
argument  that  this  country  had  incurred 
a  responsibility  to  the  Zulu  people  that 
they  should  not  suffer — ho  would  not 
put  it  higher — from  the  failure  of  a 
scheme  which  they  did  not  desire,  and 
which  was  forced  upon  them  by  the 
policy  of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
They  should  be  restored,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, to  thestate  in  which  they  wereunder 
the  Settlement,  and  which  they  would 
still  have  been  in  had  not  that  Settle- 
ment been  destroyed.  Her  Majesty's 
Government  had,  however,  declared  that 
they  would  not  extend  British  authority 
or  protection  over  Zululand,  but  would 
only  undertake  to  preserve  the  peace 
and  integrity  of  the  Reserved  Territory. 
He  quite  admitted  that  it  was  absolutely 
essential  to  protect  this  territory.  It 
was  essential  in  the  interest  of  the 
Colony  of  Natal,  and  it  was  essential 
not  only  in  the  interest  of  the  Natives 
within  that  territoiy,  and  who  proposed 
to  remain  there,  but  for  the  interest  of 
those  without  the  territory.  The  pledge 
that  was  given  originally,  that  this  ter- 
ritory should  be  reserved  as  a  place  of 
refuge  for  those  who  did  not  desire  to 
remain  under  Cetewayo's  power,  must 
certainly  be  held  to  continue  in  full  force 
for  those  who  desired  to  fly  from  the 
fighting  and  bloodshed  which  had  M- 
lowed  upon  the  failure  of  the  scheme  of 
restoration.  It  was  not  easy  to  know 
exactly  what  was  going  on  in  the  Re- 
serve, and  what  danger  there  was  of  an 
attack  upon  it;  but  as  British  troops 
were  empl'iyed  there,  he  could  not  con- 
ceive that  there  would  be  any  substan- 
tial ditflculty  in  maintaining  it.  The 
difficulty — and  a  very  gruve  and  serious 
difficulty  it  was — with  which  we  had  to 
deal,  arose  from  the  state  of  things  out- 
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side  the  Reserve.  Here,  again,  it  waa 
not  ea«y  to  ascertain  what  was  the  exact 
state  of  things,  as  the  conditions  were 
oonstttiitly  diHnjjing.  We  knew  that 
the  Chiefs  had  been  fighting  amongst 
themselves  ;  we  knew  that  Uaibepu  had 
been  attacked  and  defeated  by  a  united 
force  of  Boers  and  Usutus  ;  but  the  state 
of  things  had  been  undoubtedly  com- 
plicated, ond  the  difficulties  greatly  in- 
creased, by  the  introduction  of  the  Boeri 
olemnnt.  The  Boers  were  like  stormy^ 
petrels.  They  scented  storms  from  niar, 
and  were  always  to  be  found  East  or 
West  of  the  Transvaal,  wherever  Native 
quarrels  arose.  They  combined  also  the 
rapacity  of  vultures,  for  they  alwaya 
got  good  pickings  from  the  battlefields 
where  Native  quarrels  were  fought  out. 
Their  modo  of  proceeding  was  simple 
enough.  They  began  by  settling  down 
in  small  numbers  on  the  land  which 
they  desired  to  have.  They  created  or 
fostered  tribal  disputes,  and  they  took 
ono  side  or  the  other  in  consideration  of 
concession  of  land  ;  and  then,  when  the 
time  was  ripe,  and  the  Natives  were 
sufficiently  weakened  by  fighting  each 
other,  they  threw  off  all  disguise  and 
annexed  the  land.  That  plan  had  been 
pursued  with  great  advantage  to  them- 
selves on  the  West  of  the  Transvaal,  and 
that  plan  they  were  pursuing  on  the 
East  of  the  Transvaal ;  and  they  would 
succeed  unless  we  interfered,  which,  ap- 
parently, we  were  not  going  to  do.  We 
found  them  negotiating  with  the  Usutus 
in  1882,  and  we  learnt  in  1884  that  a 
large  number,  from  400  to  8U0,  armed' 
Boers  had  entered  the  territory,  and 
had  made  LHaizulu  King,  in  return  for 
territorial  concessions.  He  would  ven- 
ture to  read  to  the  House  Sir  Henry 
Bulwer's  remarks  upon  this  Boer  inva- 
sion or  settlement,  as  they  seemed  to  him 
to  carry  great  weight.  Bir  Henry  Bul- 
wer said — 

"  The  dtoation  ii  very  grave.  If  we  allow 
the  Boera  to  interfere  ana  muke  Diniznlu  King, 
it  will  be  a  most  eorious  blow  to  British  power 
in  South  Africa.  They  will  also  become  maiiters 
of  Zululand,  to  the  permanent  loss  of  the  Zula 
people,  and  to  the  threat  injury  of  Natal,  to 
which  will  resort  refugees,  for  whom  thpre  is  no 
room  and  no  future  outlet.  The  Native  ques- 
tion will  be  thereby  gravely  complicoted.  In 
the  RiservB,  also,  we  should  probably  have 
immediate  Usutu  contests." 

Those  fears  were  probably  well  founded. 
What,  then,  had  been  the  result  of 
the  policy  of  the  Goveniment  in  Zulu- 
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laid  ?      They  had  destroyed  the  power 
of   the  Zulu  people,   and   nonr  it  was 
proposed  to  leave  them  in  the  bands 
of  their    most  hated  enemies,   whom, 
in   Cetewayo's  time,  they  could  easily 
have  conquered,  and  would  have  con- 
quered but  for  our  remonstrances  with 
Cetewayo.     What  policy  had  been  sug- 
gested to    meet    the    difi5.culty   of    the 
case  ?    Sir  Henry  Bulwer  had  suggested 
an  extension  of  the  Eeserved  Territory ; 
but  this  suggestion   was   made  before 
Usibepu  was  defeated,  and  if  any  exten- 
sion were  now  to  be  made  it  would  have 
to  include  all  Zuliiland.     He  did  not 
know  whether  Sir  Henry  Bulwer  would 
recommend  such  an  extension ;  but  Her 
Majesty's  Government  had,  at  all  events, 
declined  to  be  parties  to  any  extension 
beyond  the  Eeserved  Territory,  and  he 
was  not  prepared  to  find  fault  with  that 
decision.    It  was  not  for  hon.  Members 
on  that  side  of  the  House  to  state  what 
policy  the  Government  should  pursue. 
They  had  not  the  Papers  and  the  confi- 
dential information  which  the  Govern- 
ment had,  and  were  not  in  a  position  to 
advise.      But   he  ventured,  with  very 
g^eat  diffidence,  to  submit  to  the  Govern- 
ment a  course  of  policy  which  he  thought 
was  worthy  of  consideration,  which  was 
quite    distinct    from    annexation,    but 
which,  if   practicable  and  acted  upon, 
might  even  now  restore  peace  and  order 
in  this  unfortunate  country,  and  relieve 
us  of  much  of  the  danger  and  difficulty 
surroundiag  the  present  position.     He 
would   endeavour  to  treat  the  country 
again  as  we  treated  it  in  1879  ;  in  other 
words,  he  would  endeavour  to  revert  to 
the  lines  of  the  Settlement  of  1879,  and 
to  govern  the  people  by  Native  Chiefs; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  to  strengthen  the 
authority  of  those  Chiefs  by  the  reten- 
\  tion  and  exercise  of  a  direct  and  guiding 
authority  through  Eesidents  who  should 
have  judicial  and  political  powers.     It 
might  be  asked,  how  could   this  plan 
now  be  put  in  operation?    He  would 
suggest  that  Sir  Hercules  Sobinson,  or 
Sir  Henry  Bulwer,  or  someone  in  whom 
the  Chiefs  had  confidence,  should  be  de- 
puted to  summon  the  Chiefs  to  meet  at 
some  point  outside  the  Eeserve  Terri- 
tory.   The  Chiefs  should  be  asked  to 
appoint,  or  to  allow  the  British  Govern- 
ment to  appoint,  some  single  Chief,  or 
as  many  Chiefs  as  they  desired,  under 
whom  they  would  serve.     The  Ghie& 
should  be   required  to   agree,   as  Sir 
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Evelyn  Wood  suggested,  to  combine  to 
put  down  any  fighting  or  disturbance  at 
the  request  of    the  British   authority. 
Eesidents    should    be   appointed    wiUi 
judicial  and  political  powers.    An  ap- 
peal should  lie  to  the  Lieutenant  Gra- 
vemor  of  Natal  in  all  intertribal  disputes ; 
and  provision  should  be  made  against 
the  sale  of    land  to   White  men.     Of 
course,  he  did  not  conceal  from  himself 
the  difficulty  arising   from  the  Bows. 
A  firm  hand  would  have  to  be  kept  on 
the  Boers  who  had  settled  down  in  Zula- 
land.    They  must  be  called  upon  either 
to  assent  to  the  authority  of  the  Chiefs 
and    the    British   authority — and    they 
might  be  induced  to  do  that  if   their 
titles  to  the  lands  which  they  now  held 
were  confirmed  to  them — or  to  retire. 
Some  might  be  disposed  to  take   the 
latter  course,  if  their  hopes  of  further 
gain,  and  of  establishing  a  Boer  Be- 
public,  were  thus  taken  from  them ;  and 
he  would  not  be  disinclined  to  give  them 
some  compensation  for  the  land   they 
gave  up.     Compensation,  he  knew,  was 
an    ugly  word  ;    but  he  believed   any 
amount  of  compensation  would  be  well 
spent  if,  by  giving  it,  we  could  once  got 
the  Boers  out  of  Zululand,  and  thus 
free  the  Zulus.    Then,  as  regarded  the 
prevention  of  further  enoroaohments,  he 
did  not  believe  we  should  hare  muah 
difficulty  if  the  Government  would  have 
the  courage  to  act  firmly  with  the  Trans- 
vaal Government — a  quality  in  which, 
they  had  been  deficient  up  to  this  time. 
The  Government  should  call  upon  the 
Transvaal  Government  to  act  upon  the 
Second  Article  of  the  recent  Convention. 
By  that  Article  it  was  provided  that — 

"  The  GoTemment  of  the  South  African  B«- 
pnblic  will  strictly  adhere  to  the  boandaries 
defined  in  the  First  Article  of  this  Convention, 
and  will  do  its  utmost  to  prevent  any  of  its 
inhabitants  from  making  any  encroachments 
upon  lands  beyond  the  said  boondariea.  l?he 
Government  of  the  South  African  Republic  will 
appoint  Commissioners  upon  the  Eastern  and 
Western  borders,  whose  duty  it  will  be  strictly 
to  guard  against  irregularities  and  trespassing 
over  the  boundaries.  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment will,  if  necessary,  appoint  Commiasionen 
in  the  Native  territories  outside  the  Eastern 
and  'Western  borders  of  the  South  African  Ba- 
public  to  maintain  order  and  prevent  enoroach- 
ments." 

He  had  read  this  Article  in  full  to  the 
Committee,  because,  a  short  time  ago, 
in  answer  to  a  Question,  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  (Mr.  Evelyn  Ashley)  Bai4 
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that  they  could  not  well  call  upon  the 
South  African   Republic   to   appoint   a 
Commissioner  until  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment had  appointed  one  themselves, 
which  they  had  not  determined  to  do ; 
but   it   was    clear   from   the    terms   of 
Article  II.    that,   while  the  Boers  were 
bound    to   appoint   Commissioners,    the 
British  Government  were  only  required 
to   do  BO  if  necessary.     [Mr.  Evelyn 
Ashley  :  The  Convention  nas  not  been 
ratified.]     That  was  true ;  but  he  (Sir 
Henry    Holland)   thought   that   if   this 
Article  could  not  be  legally  enforced,  a 
compliance   with  it  might    be  pressed 
upon  the  Boers,  or  that  the  Boers  might 
be  required  to  take  such  a  step  under 
the  former  Convention.     We  were  bound 
to  settle  this  Boer  question ;  and  so  im- 
portant was   it  to  prevent  any  further 
trespas^sing  that  he  would  be  ready  to 
make  further  concessions  to  the  Trans- 
vaal Government — as,  for  example,  the 
abandonment  of  the  large  debt  now  due 
to  this  country — if  he  could  thereby  ob- 
tain an  honest  and  bond  fide  security  that 
the  Eepublic  would  prevent  any  further 
encroachments.      He   had   veiititred   to 
suggest  some  policy  of  this  kind  fur  the 
consideration  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment ;    but   he  did   not   ask   the  Com- 
mittee to  affirm  this  or  any  other  special 
course  of  action,  but  only  to  afBmi  that, 
under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
this   country   had   incurred   obligations 
and  responsibilities  to  the  Zulu  people 
outside  as  well  as  inside  the  Reserved 
Territory ;    and    that    the   Government 
ought  to  endeavour  faithfully  to  meet 
those   obligations   and    responsibilities, 
and  to  secure  some  kind  of  peace  and 
order   in  this  unhappy  Zululand.     He 
must   apologize   to   the   Committee   for 
having  detained  them  so  long,  and  for 
having  gone  so  far  back  into  the  history 
and  details  of  this  case.      His  excuse 
was  that  he  had  to  contend  with  the 
very  natural  reluctance  of  this  country 
to  engage   in  further   expeditions   and 
further   expenditure   in    Zululand ;    he 
had  to  contend  with  the  still  more  na- 
tural reluctance  to  engage  ourselves  in 
further  complications  with  the  Boers ; 
and  he  had  to  contend  with  the  desire 
to  limit  our  responsibilities,  instead  uf 
extending  them,  and  to  content  ourselves 
with  maintaining  peace  in  our  own  Colo- 
nies.    He    had   oeen  compelled,  there- 
fore, to  make  it  clear  that  we  had,  by 
our  policy,  incurred  duties  and  responsi- 


bilities towards  the  Zulu  people.  If  he 
had  convinced  the  Committee  that  that 
was  the  case,  he  could  not  doubt  that 
this  countrj",  however  unpalatable  the 
task  might  be,  or  however  expensive 
and  difficult,  would  support  the  Govern- 
ment if  they  firmly,  manfully,  and 
honestly  endeavoured  to  perform  those 
duties  and  responsibilities. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  a  auai,  not  cxcee<ling  £38.667  (in- 
cludini;  a  Supplementary  sum  of  £.'iO,000),  be 
jE^untcd  to  Iter  Alnjesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  como 
in  course  of  pnyment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March  1885.  for  certain 
Charges  connected  with  the  Orange  River  Terri- 
tory, the  Transvaal,  ilululnnd,  the  Island  of 
•St.  Helena,  and  the  High  Cummissioner  for 
Sonth  Africa."— (jVr.  Guy  Dawnay.) 

Mb.  WODEHOUSE  said,  he  did  not 
propose  to  follow  the  hon.  Baronet  (Sir 
Henry  Holland)  in  his  vindication  of  the 
Wolseley  Settlement,  nor  in  his  obser- 
vations  adverse   to   the   restoration    of 
Cetowayo.     He    would    confine    himself 
exclusively  to  the  present  state  of  affairs 
in  Zululaud.     He  never  heard  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  North 
Riding  of  Yorkshire  (Mr.  Guy  Dawnay) 
speak  of  the  affairs  of  these  dii-tant  ter- 
ritories, which  he  knew  so  well,  and  on 
which  be  was  so  well  entitled  to  speak, 
without  regretting  that  the  weight  and 
authority  which  would  naturally  attach 
to  his  words  were  marred  by  that  exu- 
berant animosity  against  Her  Majesty's 
Government   which   seemed   to  inflame 
all  he  uttered.     But  he  fully  shared  the 
hon.    Member's    (Mr.    Guy    Dawnay's) 
sense  of  the  gravity  of  the  situation  in. 
Zululand,    and  of  the   need   of  prompt 
and  decided  action  there.      It  was  time 
for  a  more  direct  and  determined   exer- 
cise  of   authority  on  the  part  of   Her 
Majesty's  Government.     We  could  not, 
witliout  discredit,  ignore  our  obligationa 
to  the  entire  Zulu  peojjle,  whether  they 
were  in  the  Reserve  or  beyond  it.      The 
hon.  Member  for  the  North  Riding  for 
bade    them,    if    he   (Mr.    W4)dehou8e) 
might  say  so,  to  allude  to  the  Zulu  War. 
But  they  must  allude  to  it,  because  that 
war  was  the  origin  of  our  responsibility 
for  the  present  distracted  eouditiou  of 
Zululand.        Until  that   war  the  Zulus 
were  a  strong  and  compact  Native  race, 
more  than  able  to  hold  their  own  against 
the  Boers.     We  shattered  their  strong 
cohesion,  and  left  them  a  prey  to  tho 
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greed  of  the  Boers.  He  must  remind 
tlie  Committee  that  when  Her  Majesty's 
Government  were  negotiating  the  Pre- 
toria Convention,  through  their  Coin- 
misBioners  oa  the  spot,  they  proposed  to 
Bever  from  the  Transvaal  a  strip  of  terri- 
tory on  its  Eastern  border ;  but  the 
Boers  objected,  and  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment gave  way  to  tliem  on  this  point. 
From  this  decision,  however,  one  of  the 
Commissioners,  Sir  Evelyn  Wood,  dis- 
sented, on  the  ground  that  the  separation 
of  the  Transvaal  from  Zululand  was 
essential  for  the  prevention  of  intrigues 
which  would  be  fatal  to  the  peace  of 
Zululnnd,  and  might  even  menace  the 
safety  of  Natal ;  and  certainly  the  sequel 
of  events  had  tended  to  prove  rather 
than  disprove  the  accuracy  of  Sir  Evelyn 
Wood's  foresight.  We  must  anticipate 
sustained  aggression  on  the  part  of  the 
Transvaal  Boers,  in  whatever  directions 
they  were  free  to  advance.  Borae  check 
had  been  put  on  their  encroachments  on 
the  Western  side  of  the  Transvaal  by  tiie 
appointment  of  Mr.  Mackenzie  as  Com- 
missioner in  Bechuanaland ;  and  he 
wished  that  some  similar  action  were 
taken  to  check  their  advance  on  the 
Eastern  border.  It  was  vain  to  suppose 
that  the  Transvaal  Boers  would  observe 
any  boundaries  fixed  by  Treaty  or  Con- 
vention. They  would  violate  without 
scruple  the  most  solemn  assurances  and 
the  most  formal  engagements  ;  and  they 
were  more  than  ever  likely  to  do  so  now. 
He  would  tell  the  Committee  why.  When 
the  Transvaal  deputation  were  over  in 
this  country  negotiating  the  recently- 
made  Convention,  their  ostensible  organ 
and  advotnto  in  the  London  Press  was 
T/it  T%mt» ;  and  Th»  I'imet  argued 
throughout  that,  as  we  had  no  inten- 
tion of  undertaking  militaiy  operations 
against  the  Boers  in  any  case,  we  had 
better  accept  at  once  whatever  terms  they 
might  be  graciously  pleased  to  otfer 
Now,  if  the  Triinsvaal  deputation  had 
carried  back  to  their  countrymen  the  in- 
fdruiatiou  that,  do  what  they  would, 
England  would  never  fight  them  again, 
why  should  they  observe  inconvenient 
engagements '?  But  that  was  not  all. 
The  Transvaal  deputation  made  a  tour 
on  the  Continent,  and  visited  some  of  the 
principal  capitals  of  Europe.  In  Paris 
and  Berlin,  every  newspaper  that  wished 
to  be  spiteful  to  this  country  flattered 
them  about  their  military  prowess, 
which  had  thrice  defeated  British  arms. 
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In  Berlin  they  were  received  with  effii'l 
sive  honours  by  the  German  Empero^ 
and  his  Chancellor;  and  they  were  fur- 
ther gratified  by  the  Imperial  patronage 
of  the  German  settlement  at  Angra  Pe- 
quena.  Now  the  reports  of  all  the«e 
things  had  gone  out  to  South  Africa, 
and  were  circulating  through  every 
Dutch  fannhouse,  inflaming  the  vanity 
and  self-assertion  of  the  Boers,  and 
giving  a  fresh  impulse  to  their  restless 
aggression.  Again,  there  was  another 
circumstance  which  pointed  in  the  same 
direction.  There  had  recently  been  a 
change  of  Ministry  in  the  Cnpe  Colony, 
and  the  new  Ministry  could  not  S'tand 
without  support  from  the  extreme  Dutch 
Party.  Mureover,  these  new  Ministers 
were  the  very  men  who  forced  the  Ba- 
sutos  into  rebellion  by  their  disarma- 
ment policy,  and  who  would  have  confis- 
cated Basuto  territory,  if  Her  Majesty's 
Government  had  not  intervened.  And 
what  was  the  first  declaration  of  policy 
made  by  them  after  taking  Office?  Why, 
that  they  intended  to  keep  a  firmer  hand 
on  the  Natives  than  their  Predecessors 
had  done.  Every  Native  in  Souih  Africa 
would  understand  the  meaning  of  thot 
declaration.  All  these  circumstances 
pointed  to  the  likelihood  of  self-assertion 
and  increased  aggression  on  the  part  of 
the  Dutch  farmers,  and  a  correspoadin  j 
increase  of  alarm  and  uneasiness  ou  the 
part  of  the  Natives.  Now,  whether  we 
had  to  deal  with  trouble  in  Zululand,  or 
Swaziland,  or  Basutoland,  or  Bechuana- 
land, one  dominant  consideration  always 
lay  at  the  root  of  the  question ;  and  that 
was,  did  England  intend,  or  not,  to  be, 
in  fact,  as  in  name,  the  paramount  con- 
trolling and  guiding  Power  throughout 
South  Africa  ?  The  "Transvaal  deputatiou 
made  no  secret  of  their  views  ns  to  the 
proper  position  of  England  in  South 
Africa;  they  would  leave  to  England 
neither  place,  nor  power,  nor  duty  ttiere, 
except  the  single  duty  of  guarding  thoa«' 
territories  from  transmarine  invasiot 
Happily,  these  pretensions  met  with  nC 
countenance  from  Her  Majesty's  Govern^ 
ment.  They  had  rescued  the  trade  rout 
through  Bechuanaland  from  the  Trans 
vual  Br)er8;  and  they  had  got  rid  of  tl 
Sand  River  Convention.  That  Convent 
tion  being  gone,  we  were  free,  if  vr% 
thought  proper,  to  enter  into  friendlj 
relatiiins,  by  Treaty  or  otherwise,  with 
Native  Tribes  all  round  the  Trausvaal, 
and  free  also,  if  ever  we  found  it  expo- 
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dient,  to  supply  the  Natives  with  arms 
and  nmmiinition.  Moreover,  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Qovernment  had  reserved  to  thetn- 
eelvea  the  right  of  vfto  upon  all  Trea- 
ties concluded  by  the  Boers  with  Foreign 
States.  They  had  put  a  British  Com- 
niissioner  in  Bechuanaland,  and  had 
also  resumed  Imperial  administration  in 
Bafliitoland.  All  these  acts  wore  clear 
recognitions  of  Imperial  duties  and  re- 
sponsihilities  in  South  Africa.  If,  then, 
these  duties  and  responsibilities  were 
recoi^nized — if  this  line  of  policy  was 
dGliV)erately  chosen,  he  hoped  tliat  what- 
ever was  done  might  not  be  marred  by 
procraftinalion  and  half  -  hpartodness. 
Whatever  wo  meant  to  do  let  us  do  it 
quiciily,  because  every  hour  of  delay 
raised  fresh  obstacles  in  our  path.  We 
ought  to  do  our  work  well,  or  else  we 
had  better  leave  it  alone  altogether.  He 
maile  these  observations  because  he 
gathered  from  the  language  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonics  (the 
Earl  of  Derby)  that  he  regarded  the  re- 
sumption of  Imperial  rule  in  Basutuland, 
and  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Mackenzie 
in  Bechuanaland,  as  measures  of  a  ten- 
tative and  experimental  character.  He 
(Mr.  Wodehouse)  strongly  deprecated 
such  language.  It  carried  misgiving  and 
uncertainty  to  the  minds  of  all  friends  of 
English  policy  in  South  Africa,  and  was 
a  direct  incentive  to  its  enemies  to  plot 
and  intrigue  to  make  the  policy  a  failure. 
If  these  qualifying  phrases  were  in- 
tended to  diminish  Imperial  responsi- 
bility, or  to  provide  paths  of  escape  from 
future  embarrassments,  they  were  futile  ; 
they  would  not  lighten  the  burden  of 
our  responsibility  by  the  weight  of  a 
single  grain,  nor  shorten  its  duration  by 
a  single  hour.  This  was  not  a  time  to 
temporize  and  minimize  in  South  Africa. 
Things  would  not  settle  down,  if  left  to 
themselves ;  but  they  would  go  from  bad 
to  worse.  In  addition  to  tho  aggression 
of  the  Transvaal  Boere,  wo  had  to 
reckon  with  the  fact  that,  owing  to  the 
discovery  of  the  Diamond  Fields,  and 
all  the  recent  wars  there  had  been, 
South  Africa  swarmed  with  adventurers 
of  the  worst  kinds,  who  fostered  all  in- 
tertribal quarrels  and  family  feuds  of 
Native  Chiefs  for  their  own  sordid  ad- 
vantage. He  therefore  hoped  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  would  grasp  the 
situation  in  Ziiluland  and  elsewhere  with 
vigour  and  decision,  and  that  they  would 
Dot  shrink  from  appolating  Kepresen- 


tatives  of  Her  Majesty,  wherever  tho 
peace  of  South  Africa  demanded  the 
presence  of  such  officers.  It  would  be 
better  for  us  to  make  an  abrupt  and 
complete  repudiation  of  all  our  obliga- 
tions to  the  Natives,  and  extricate  our- 
selves by  a  sudden  wrench  Irom  every 
quarter  of  South  Africa,  except  Simon's 
Boy  and  Cape  Town,  rather  than  linger 
on  the  scene  while  we  sutfered  the  name 
of  the  Queen,  which  had  been  to  the 
Natives  in  the  past  a  symbol  of  fidelity 
to  Imporial  obligations  and  the  pledge 
of  national  honour,  to  fade  into  a  mere 
delusive  phantom,  and  be  known  to 
them  only  as  a  broken  reed  to  lean  on. 

Mn.  E.  N.  FOWLER  (Lord  Mayor) 
said,  lie  had  listened  with  givat  interest 
to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  bad  just  sat  down  (Mr.  Wodehouse), 
The  hon.  Gentleman  had  given  them  a 
very  graphic  description  of  the  position 
of  things  with  respect  to  the  Boers  at 
tho  present  moment.  With  all  the  re- 
marks of  the  hon.  Member  he  cordially 
agreed.  Ho  had  had  an  opportunity  of 
speaking  on  this  subject  during  the 
present  Session,  and  bo  did  not  propose 
to  trouble  the  Committee  at  any  length. 
They  had  listened  to  a  very  remarkable 
speech  from  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Midhurst  (Sir  Henry  Holland),  and 
they  knew  that  everything  the  hon. 
Baronet  said  in  that  House  was  al- 
ways worthy  of  the  utmost  attention, 
and  on  this  question  particularly  every- 
thing which  fell  from  the  hon.  Baronet 
deserved  the  greatest  consideration.  He 
(Mr.  R.  N.  Fowler)  approached  the 
matter,  however,  from  a  different  point 
of  view  to  his  hon.  Friend.  The  hon. 
Baronet  was  a  consistent  opponent  of 
the  restoration  of  Cetewayo  ;  but,  so  far 
as  an  humble  Member  like  himself 
could,  he  (Mr.  R.  N.  Fowler)  took  the 
responsibility  of  having  recommended 
that  restoration.  His  hon.  Friend  seemed 
to  think  that,  in  1S81,  under  the  Settle- 
ment of  1879,  the  condition  of  Zululnnd 
was  a»  nearly  that  of  a  paradise  as  it 
could  well  be.  His  (Mr.  R.  N.  Fowler's) 
recollection  of  the  condition  of  Zulu- 
land,  80  far  as  he  could  gather  from 
what  he  heard  when  he  made  a  per- 
sonal visit  to  the  Cape  and  Natal  in 
November,  1881,  was  tliat  Zululand  was 
not  in  the  very  peaceful,  and  happy, 
and  Elysian  state  described  by  his  hon. 
Friend.  At  that  time  many  peoplo  were 
recoumieudiug  that  John  Duou  should 
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be  made  King  of  the  Zulus,  fi'wCetewayo 
deposed.  John  Dunn  himself  was  cer- 
tainly going  about  recommending  that 
there  should  be  a  Paramount  Chief,  and 
suggesting  that  he  was  the  man  who 
would  best  promote  the  peace  of  the 
country  by  assuming  that  position.  He 
rather  thought  that  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  fur  the  North  Riding  (Mr.  Guy 
Dawnay),  judging  from  his  speeches  at 
the  time,  was  an  advocate  of  that  cour.=e  ; 
at  all  events,  thehon.  Gentleman  was  not 
very  much  opposed  to  it.  Well,  there- 
fore, they- had  the  evidence  of  that  well- 
known  character,  John  Dunn,  that  the 
state  of  Zululandat  that  period  was  not 
as  peaceable  as  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Midhurst  (Sir  Henry  Hol- 
land) had  represented.  Her  Majesty's 
Government  thought  it  proper  to  restore 
Cetewayo.  Those  of  them  who  recom- 
mended that  course  might  be  twitted  for 
having  given  such  advice,  inasmuch  as 
it  had  failed  ;  but,  in  the  first  place,  he 
otigiit  to  say  the  course  the  Government 
todk  was  not  altogether  the  course  he 
and  others  recommended.  The  resto- 
ration of  Cetewayo  was  done  in  a  half- 
hearted manner.  Cetewayo  was  only 
restored  to  a  portion  of  his  Kingdom. 
Though,  no  doubt,  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment thought  he  ought  to  be  very 
grateful  for  what  they  had  done,  Cete- 
wayo and  others  thought  he  had  not  re- 
ceived full  justice;  and,  therefore,  there 
was  a  misunderstanding  in  that  respect. 
Again,  although  Her  Majesty's  Grovem- 
ment  sent  back  Cetewayo  in  accordance 
with  their  own  policy,  that  policy 
was  very  strongly  disapproved  of 
by  the  Government  of  Natal.  The 
Government  of  Natal,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  took  a  very  different  view  to  that 
taken  by  Her  Majesty's  Government ; 
and  he  asked  anyone  what  was  the 
chance  of  the  policy  being  successful, 
when  it  was  carried  out  by  an  agent 
who  utterly  disapproved  of  the  views  of 
his  superiors  ?  What  chance  was  there 
of  the  success  of  the  policy,  when  Sir 
Henry  Bulwer,  who  was  the  agent 
appointed  to  carry  it  out,  disapproved  of 
it?  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  that 
distinguished  roan  would  not  do  lus  best 
to  carry  out  the  orders  of  the  Govem- 
■  ment ;  but  still  they  knew  that  when 
a  man  had  to  carry  out  a  policy  which 
he  considered  was  foredoomed  to 
failure,  that  policy  was  sure  to  be  carried 
out  in  a  half-hearted  sort  of  way ;  all 
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sorts  of  difficulties    were    sure    to    be 
raised ;  and  it  seemed  to  him  (Mr.  R.  N. 
Fowler)  that,  under  such  circumstances, 
the  policy  of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
which  was  urged  upon  them  by  Mem* 
bers  on  both  sides  of  the  House,  neve 
had  a  chance  of  success.     If  the  Govern 
ment  wished    their    policy  to   succeed 
they   had   only  one  course   to   pursue, 
and   that  was   to    promote    Sir  Henr 
Bulwer  to  some  other  Colony,  and  plac9 
iu  Natal  a  Governor  who  was  prepared 
to  carry  out  their  views.     He  would  re- 
mind the  Committee  that  the  position  of 
things  at  Natal  had  altered  very  con- 
siderably of  late ;    there   was    a  great 
alteration  in  the  condition  r>f  things  at 
Natal  in  the  beginning  of  1882.     Her 
Majesty's  Government  at  that  tinae  pro- 
posed to  revert  to  the  old  fystena,  by 
which    Natal    was    administered  by   a 
Lieutenant  Governor,  subordinate  to  the 
Governor  at    the    Capo.     When    Lord 
Kimberley  had  appointed  a  gentleman 
to    take   the    place  of  Lieutenant  Go 
vemor,  under  Sir  Hercules    Robinson, 
Natal    raised    considerable   oppunition 
Her  Majesty's  Government  altered  their 
plans,  and  appointed  Sir  Henry  Bulwer 
as  full  Governor.     T\Tiether  that  pro 
ceeding  had  answered  was  open  to  ques- 
tion.    A  point  had  been  made  about  the 
disturbance  before  Cetewayo's    return, 
and  it  had  also  been  said  that  Cotevayo 
promoted     disturbances    amongst    the 
other  tribes.     The  Bishop  of  Natal  (the 
late  Dr.  Colenso),  however,  in  a  letter, 
had  said — 

"  At  the  present  moment  there  is  no  evidence 
that  Cetewayo  has  had  anything  to  do  with 
tbeae  distarbancea;  they  aeem  to  be  the  out- 
come of  Sir  UoDTy  Bulwer'a  Settlement.'' 

He  quoted  this  extract  to  show  that  it 
was  just  possible  that  Cetewayo  was  not 
open  to  the  charges  brought  against 
him  by  the  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  Henry 
Holland).  He  did  not  quite  understand 
what  his  hon.  Friend's  (Mr.  Guy 
Dawnay's)  view  was  as  to  tlie  Motion 
he  submitted  to  the  Committee.  Ho 
thought  it  was  as  well  they  should  have 
a  discussion  on  this  very  importaot 
question,  and  for  that  reason  he  was 
glad  his  hon.  Friend  had  initiated  the 
debate ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  did 
not  quite  understand  what  was  the 
exact  question  they  were  to  decide  by  a 
division.  As  he  had  already  said,  the 
policy  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
had  failed  ;  and  he  (M^r.  B.  N.  Fowler) 
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was  as  much  responsible  as  a  jn-ivato 
Member  could  be  for  the  adoption  of 
that  policy.  If  his  hen.  Friend  meant, 
by  proposing  to  reduce  the  Vote,  to 
censure  the  Government  for  the  restora- 
tion of  Cetewayo,  he  (Mr.  R.  N.  Fowler) 
certainly  could  not  support  him  ;  but 
would  be  obliged  to  go  into  the  Lobby 
against  him.  He  did  not  well  see  what 
could  be  the  use  of  dividing  on  a  ques- 
tion of  this  kind  ;  certainly,  if  his  hon. 
Friend  did  go  to  a  division,  he  ought  to 
tell  the  Committee  more  clearly  than  he 
had  yet  done  what  his  object  was. 

Mb.  KYLANTjS  said,  he  did  not 
propose  to  follow  the  Lord  Mayor 
(Mr.  E.  N.  Fowler)  into  the  ques- 
tion of  the  restoration  of  Cotewayo, 
because  he  thought,  in  the  short  space 
of  time  they  had  at  their  disposal,  they 
ought  to  dii-ect  their  attention  specially 
to  the  future;  ho  did  not  think  they 
need  go  at  all  into  the  past.  If  he  wore 
to  veuture  upon  a  discuaeion  of  what 
had  taken  place,  he  certainly  should 
condemn  the  late  Government ;  and  he 
was  not  quite  sure  also  that  he  would 
not  have  something  condemnatory  to 
say  about  the  present  Government. 
But  that  was  not  the  point.  They  were 
pliiced  in  circumstances  of  great  diffi- 
culty, occasioning  great  anxiety  ;  and 
the  real  question  was,  what  was  to  be 
our  policy.  The  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Bath  (Mr.  Wodehouse)  had 
made  a  speech,  in  which  he  advocati>d 
what  might  be  called  the  Imperial 
spread-eagle  policy.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  said  that  we  must  have  a  sub- 
stantial and  real  Suzerain  power  over 
the  whole  of  South  Africa.  What  did 
he  mean  ?  Did  he  consider  that  two- 
thirds  of  the  White  inhabitants  of  South 
Af  ri<  a  were  Dutch,  and  that  the  remain- 
ing population,  for  the  most  part,  con- 
sisted of  various  African  tribes  ?  Did 
be  remember  tliat  British  Imperialism 
was  represented  by  a  comparatively 
small  number  of  Colonists,  and  by  the 
red  coats  of  the  British  Army  ;  and  did 
he  wish  theCommittee  to  imderstand  that 
the  policy  he  was  prepared  to  recom- 
mend to  Her  Majesty's  Government  was 
that  that  email  handful  of  B^iti^h 
Colonists  should  be  backed  up  by  all 
the  force  of  the  British  Army,  in  order 
to  compel  the  Natives  to  submit  to  the 
Imperial  Suzerainty  of  England  ?  Did 
the  hon.  Member  propose  that?  because, 
if  80,  he  was  only  proposing  what  had 


been  tried  again  and  again,  and  the  con- 
sequence of  which  had  been  that  we  had 
caused  bloodshed  and  misery  over  many 
parts  of  Africa.  We  had  entailed  upon 
the  British  taxpayer  large  burdens,  that 
had  gone  on  increasing  from  year  to 
yt-ar,  and  for  which  they  had  actually 
nothing  to  show.  He  recollected  read- 
ing, some  years  ago,  a  book  by  Anthony. 
Trollope,  in  which  the  writer  commented* 
upon  the  fact  that,  when  he  was  in  Natal, 
he  saw  very  few  Whites  who  did  not 
wear  red  conta.  It  struck  Mr.  Anthonj 
Trollope  that  these  red  coats  were  doing' 
tho  work  of  the  Natal  Colonists,  but  were 
not  paid  by  the  Natal  Colonists,  but  by 
the  British  taxpayer  at  home ;  and  he 
said  he  could  not  help  fancying  that  he 
saw  each  of  these  red  coats  being  carried 
on  the  bock  of  the  struggling  operatives 
of  Loncashire.  And  so  it  was  with  these 
Colonies.  He  (Mr.  Rylands)  knew  pre- 
cisely what  the  motive  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Membtr  for  the  North  Biding 
(Mr.  Guy  Dawnay)  and  his  hon.  Friends] 
was.  What  they  wanted  was  that  wo 
should  take  an  active  part  in  Zululand ; 
that  we  should  stand  all  the  burden  ; 
and  that  the  Natal  GiDvernment  should 
have  any  advantage  that  might  ai-iae 
from  our  endeavours  and  exertions. 
Were  the  Natal  Government  prepared 
to  pa  J'  fur  any  operations  that  might  bo 
undertaken  ?  No  ;  they  would  not  pay 
tho  miserable  amount  that  was  now 
owing  to  us,  and  we  had  a  number  of 
soldiers  in  Natal,  for  whom  they  did  not 
pay  anything  at  all.  Why  should  wo 
protect  these  Colonies  if  they  would  not 
do  anything  to  protect  themselves?  Hon. 
Gentlemen  argued  that  it  was  important 
we  should  take  care  that  all  the  tribes 
who  were  fighting  with  one  another 
should  be  bound  over  to  keep  the  peace,  j 
How  bound  over  to  keep  the  peace  f " 
Were  wo  to  occupy  that  enormous  terri- 
tory by  our  soldiery ;  were  we  to  decide 
between  the  tribes  ;  and  were  we  to  use 
our  power  to  crush  any  portion  of  tho 
Natives  wo  thought  were  doing  wrong? 
We  had  done  all  that  before;  and  he 
ventured  to  say  that,  whenever  we  had 
intervened  amongst  the  Natives  —  no 
doubt  we  had  done  so  with  the  best 
motives — we  had  produced  evils  that  had 
been  absolutely  greater  than  those  wo 
sought  to  suppress.  Hon.  Gentlemen 
who  had  been  accustomed  to  read  South 
African  Blue  Books,  as  ho  had  for  seve- 
ral years,  oould  not  foil  to  have  uotved 
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the  sameness  in  the  story.  They  might 
take  up  a  Blue  Book  published  10  years 
ago,  and,  while  proliably  they  would  not 
be  familiar  with  the  names  of  the  Chiefs 
and.  it  might  be,  the  districts  of  South 
Africa  there  mentioned,  they  would  find 
that  the  course  of  events  was  so  similar, 
one  time  with  another,  that  they  might 
say  that  the  whole  history  of  South 
Africa  ran  upon  the  same  line.  There 
were  constantly  men,  on  the  verge  of 
civilization,  who  oppressed  the  Blacks. 
These  men  were  all  of  the  same  charac- 
ter ;  they  had  few  scruples ;  they  were 
men,  perhaps,  of  enormous  energy,  and 
of  little  fear ;  they  pressed  upon  ths 
Blacks,  and  by-and-bye  there  was  a 
larger  range  of  the  disputes ;  certain 
Chiefs  took  one  side,  and  some  the  other; 
the  White  men  allied  themselves  to  some 
or  other  of  the  Chiefs;  and  so  gradually 
the  White  men  were  involved  in  the 
conflict.  The  Chiefs  were  sometimes 
loyal,  and  sometimes  not;  they  were 
barbaiians,  and  were  influenced  at  the 
moment  by  what  they  thought  would 
promote  their  speoial  interest.  Such  was 
the  course  of  South  African  events.  But 
of  all  the  schemes  he  had  heard  of  for 
the  settlement  of  South  African  affairs, 
the  scheme  of  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Mem- 
ber for  Midhurst  (Sir  Henry  Holland) 
was  the  most  untenablo.  What  wos  the 
hon.  Baronet's  scheme  y  Why,  that  we 
should  lake  possession  of  Zululand  to 
that  extent  that  we  must  become  actually 
the  Suzerain  Power,  and  get  rid  of  the 
Boera.  But  how  were  we  to  get  rid  of 
the  Boers  ?  By  buying  them  oU!  Now, 
he  thought  that  was  about  the  most  un- 
wise suggestion  that  could  possibly  be 
made.  His  hon.  Friend  (Sir  Henry 
Holland)  actually  said  that  the  British 
Government  were  to  go  to  the  Boers, 
who  had  invaded  a  certain  portion  of 
Zululand,  and  out  of  the  taxes  of  this 
country  buy  them  off.  He(Mr.Eyland8) 
thought  that  that  would  not  only  be  an 
unwise  policy,  but  that  it  would  be  a 

Eolicy  which  would  altogether  fail.  His 
on.  Friend  also  suggested  that  we 
should  go  to  the  Boer  Uovernment,  and 
say  to  them — "  We  will  give  up  our 
charge  against  you — that  is,  the  debt 
you  owe  to  us— on  condition  that  you 
pledge  yourselvo.s  to  leave  the  country." 
Why,  if  we  did  do  that,  and  the  Boers 
consented  to  those  terms,  in  five  years' 
time  there  would  be  a  new  race  of  Boers 
ready  to  enter  the  district.    It  was  really 
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no  use  attempting  impossibilities,  whe- 
ther it  was  from  the  Imperial  seutimenta 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Bath,  or  the  Natal   sentiments  of   the 
hon.    Gentleman    the   Member   for    the 
North  Biding  of  Yorkshire,  or  the  phtlan- 
thriipic  sentiments  of  some  of  his  (Mr, 
Eylands's)  Friends  ;  it  would  bo  useless] 
to  adopt  the  8Ug»;estion8  which  had  bee 
made.     He  feared  that  hon.  Gentleme: 
would  drag  us  into  a  policy  that  past 
history  had  proved  to  be  a  bloody  and 
wicked  policy.     It  was  impossible  to  in- 
terfere in  these  things  from  a  philan- 
thropic point  of  view.     We  could   not 
interfere  in  these  affairs  with  any  good 
effect ;  and  he  would  recommend  to  the 
Government  that  they  should,  as  far  as 
possible,  narrow  their  obligations  with 
regard  to  South  Africa.     Tlio  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Bath  had  ad- 
mitted that  the  new  Ministers  at  Cape 
Colony  were  obliged  to  rest  for  a  certain 
amount  of  support  upon  the  Dutch  ele- 
ment. It  was  an  undoubted  fact  that  tha 
Government  of  the  Cape   Colony  must 
always  rest  upon  the  Dutch  element  to  a 
great  extent.     He  (Mr.  Eylands)  well 
recollected  that  at  the  time  the  question 
between  the  Transvaal  and  ourselves  was 
to  the  fore,  he  was  told  by  a  very  high 
authority  from  the  Cape  whom  he  hap- 
pened to  meet — it  was  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  Cape  of 
Good   Hope  —  that  if  the   Government 
pressed  on  their  views  with  regard  to 
the  Transvaal,  that  which  appeared  so 
simple  a  thing  in  the  beginning  would 
develop  into  a  very  large  and  dilKcult 
question,  and   he  feared  that  the  Free 
State  would  be  drogged  in  in  the  6.t)A\ 
place,  and  that  subsequently  there  woul" 
be  dragged  in  the  sympathy  of  the  entin 
Dutch   population    of    the   Cape,    whoi 
would  feel  it  was  their  duty  to  prevent 
any  action  of  the  British  Government  aa 
against  their  brethren  in  the  Transvaal. 
He  (Mr.  Kylauds)  considered  thot  if  th' 
Government  of  the  Cape,  representing, 
as  it  did,  a  large  Dutch  element,  choi 
in  any  way  to  sympathize  with  the  actio: 
upon  its  borders,  we  had  no  right  t 
step  in  with  our  Imperial  authority,  i 
order  to  put  a  stop  to  that  action.     W 
ought  not  to  allow  the  Natal  Govera 
ment  to  drag  us,  at  our  own  cost,  iat 
their  quarrels;  if  we  did,  the  only  effi 
would  be  that  more  mischief  than  gi. 
would  be  done,  and  many  liven  eaori 
fioed. 
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Mh.  EVELYN  ASHLEY  said,  it  was 
refreshing,  in  discussing  the  very  thorny 
and  difHuult  question  of  South  Africa,  to 
ennountfr  a  speech  like  that  of  his  hou. 
Friend  the  Momher  for  the  Ndrth  Ridinj; 
ofYorkshire  (Mr.  Guy  Dawnay),  couched, 
as  it  was,  in  such  eloquent  terms,  and 
showing  that  there  was,  ot  least,  one 
hon.  Gentleman  with  no  doubt  or 
hesitation  as  to  whtit  was  the  right 
course  to  pursue.  He  (Mr.  Evelyn 
Ashley)  must  confess  he  was  not  in  the 
happy  position  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man, and  he  was  oonsrded  to  see  that 
his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Mid- 
hurst  (Sir  Henry  Holland),  tempered  as 
he  was  by  official  experience,  was  more 
moderate  and  more  hesitatiug  than  the 
Mover  of  the  Amendment.  He  fully 
appreciated  the  earnestness  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  North 
Siding ;  but  he  was  bound  to  say  the 
hon.  Gentleman  failed  to  make  any 
practical  suggestion  for  the  solution  of 
the  difficulty.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
certainly  suggested  that  we  should 
annex  Zululand ;  but  this  the  present 
and  also  the  late  Government  had  per- 
sistently refused  to  do.  ^Vnybody  who 
took  up  the  map  of  Zululand  would  see 
that  if  the  proposal  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man were  adopted,  there  would  be  no- 
thing left  of  Zululand  proper,  except  a 
very  small  strip  of  territory.  Briefly,  he 
would  say  to  the  hon.  Member  that  the 
annexation  of  Zululand  was  what  Her 
Majesty's  Government  had  declined,  and 
what  they  still  deiiined  to  do.  Li  their 
opinion,  the  proposal  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman would  be  tantamount  to  the  an- 
nexation of  Zululand.  Let  him  come  to 
the  mure  detailed,  and,  he  might  say, 
the  more  plausible  suggestion  of  the 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Mid- 
hurst  (Sir  Henry  Holland) ;  and  he  must 
ask  the  Committee  to  allow  him,  very 
shortly,  to  follow  the  hon.  Baronet  in 
what  he  had  said.  It  was  necessary  to 
do  so,  althougli  he  respectfully  pro- 
tested against  the  question  being  again 
raised  in  the  House  as  to  the  rights  or 
the  wrongs  of  the  restoration  of  Cete- 
wayo.  He  ventured  to  submit  that  that 
belonged  to  ancient  history,  although  it 
was  legitimate  in  the  course  of  argu- 
ment for  the  hon.  Baronet  to  point  out 
that  that  restoration  had  caused  this  or 
that  evil,  and  had  involved  this  or  that 
responsibility.  The  hon.  Baronet  had 
done  more  than  that,  for  he  had  dis- 


cussed at  length  the  advisability  or  the 
non-advisability,  underthe  circumstances 
then  existing,  of  the  restoration  of  Cete- 
wayo.  He  (Mr.  Evelyn  Ashley)  was  not 
])repared  to  follow  the  hon.  Baronet  into 
the  details  of  that  question,  inasmuch  as 
he  did  not  expect  that  the  question  would 
be  started  to-day  ;  furthermore,  ho  was 
not  prepared  to  follow  the  hon.  Baronet 
in  detail  as  to  his  statement  that,  at  the 
time  of  Cetewayo's  restoration,  Zululand 
was  in  a  state  of  tranquillity  and  quiet. 
Ho  could  have  armed  himself  with  pas- 
sages from  the  Blue  Books  to  prove  the 
contrary  if  he  had  expected  that  the  hon. 
Baronet  would  have  raised  the  point. 

Sir  henry  HOLLAND  said,  he 
was  sure  the  hon.  Gentleman  did  not 
wish  to  misrepresent  what  he  had  said. 
He  did  not  say  that  Zululand  was  in  a 
state  of  tranquillity  and  quiet  at  the 
time  of  Cetewayo's  restoration  ;  but  that 
it  was  in  a  fairly  peaceful  condition 
until  it  was  rumoured  in  the  country 
that  there  was  a  probability  of  Cetewayo 
being  restored. 

Mb.  EVELYN  ASHLEY  said,  he 
thoroughly  understood  the  hon.  Baronet 
to  mean  that  the  rumours  of  Cetewayo's 
restoration,  which  were  subsequently 
fulfilled,  were  the  cause  of  the  disturb- 
ances that  existed  in  Zululand.  As  he 
had  said,  he  was  not  prepared  to  an- 
swer the  hon.  Baronet's  allegations  in 
dftail,  although  he  was  sure  he  could 
have  brought  sufficient  evidence  to  show 
that  his  assertions  were  not  correct,  had 
he  known  that  the  question  would  bo 
raised.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Lord  Mayor  of  London  (Mr.  E.  N. 
Fowler),  who  took  considerable  interest 
in  the  restoration  of  Cetewayo  at  the 
time,  had  told  them  that,  in  his  opinion, 
Zululand  was  in  a  very  unsatisfactory 
state  at  the  time  the  King  was  restored  ; 
and  the  hon.  Baronet  himself  delivered 
n  siteech  in  the  House  in  April,  1882,  in 
which  ho  said — 

"  He  would  admit  it  to  be  probable  that  the 
arraDgemont  innde  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war 
hud  not  worked  in  an  nltoorether  Batisfaotorj' 
manner,  and  that  acts  of  bloodshed  and  cruelty 
had  been  perpetrated." — (3  A'a/uurrf,  [j68]  V78.) 

He  quite  agreed  with  the  hon.  Baronet, 
who,  in  the  passage  quoted,  acknow- 
ledged that  Zululand  was  nut  in  a  .satis- 
factory condition  at  that  time.  It  was  not 
in  open  revolt,  because  of  the  very  un- 
certainty as  to  whether  Cetewayo  would 
return  ornot;  but  if  it  had  become  curtaiu 
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that  Oetewayo  would  not  be  restored,  it 
Wfts  very  probable  that  the  people  would 
have  broken  out  very  much  in  the  aauie 
way  as  they  had  douu  at  present.  Her 
Majesty's  Government  finding  it  was 
universally  acknowledged  that  the  Set- 
tlement was  an  unaatislactory  one,  there 
were  only  two  alternatives  before  them  ; 
and  if  the  hon.  Baronet  would  look  at  the 
Papers,  and  the  information  laid  before 
the  House  at  the  time,  he  would  easily 
see  what  those  alternatives  were.  One 
alternative  was  the  restoration  of  Oete- 
wayo ;  and  the  other  alternative  was 
annexation.  The  lion.  Baronet  said  just 
now,  very  accurately,  that  the  fault  of 
Sir  Garnet  Wolseley's  Settlement  was 
the  want  of  a  paramount  authority.  He 
(Mr.  Evelyn  Ashley)  quite  agreed  witL 
the  hon.  Baronet ;  but  how  was  that 
paramount  authority  to  be  sujiplied  ? 
It  could  only  be  supplied  by  the  restora- 
tion of  Oetewayo,  or  by  the  substitution 
of  the  paramount  authority  of  this  coun- 
try. The  hon.  Baronet,  speaking  in  the 
House  of  Oommons  in  la8'2,  said — 

"  If  the  stato  of  thiogB  dcsoribod  continued, 
it  would  undoubtedly  bo  the  duty  of  Her  Mu- 
jesty'a  Government  to  intcrfore  and  put  au  end 
to  it — by  deposing  those  Chiofa  who  )>tjhiived  in 
this  outrngoous  manner  ;  by  strengthening  the 
hands  of  the  British  Resident ;  and  by  appoint- 
ing, if  necessary,  more  Bcsidents  and  Mogis- 
trates."— (/Aid.) 

But  to  appoint  more  Besidenta  and 
magistrates  was  virtually  to  annex  the 
country ;  and  he  (Mr.  Evelyn  Ashley) 
would,  in  a  short  time,  when  they  ap- 
proached the  question  as  to  the  present 
condition  of  the  Reserve,  show  that 
we  were,  in  spite  of  ourselves,  approach- 
ing very  rapidly  the  condition  where 
its  annexation  might  become  necessary. 
Well,  then,  as  he  had  said  before,  the 
Government  had  before  them,  by  uni- 
versal consent,  only  two  alternatives, 
and  they  chose  the  alternative  which  he 
believed  the  nation  thought  the  wiser — 
namely,  that  of  restoring  Oetewayo,  and 
creating  a  permanent  Native  power,  in 
preference  to  annexing  Zululand  and 
making  British  rule  permanent.  It  was 
eaid  that  the  restoration  of  Oetewayo 
was  a  mistake,  and  he  did  not  deny  that 
it  had  failed  to  restore  p«aoe  and  order 
to  Zululand  ;  but  he  confessed,  at  the 
same  time,  that  it  was  a  far  happier 
solution  of  the  question  that  Oetewayo 
should  have  returned  to  his  own  coun- 
try and  fallen,  as  he  had  done,  a  victim 
to  his  own  impetuosity,  than   that  he 

Mr.  Evelf/n  Aihhy 


should   have    died    a    captive     in    oui 
hands.     We  had,  at  all  events,  escape 
the  obloquy  that  would  have  attache 
to  his  dying  in  captivity.     But  had  the 
Settlement  failed  by  any  fault   of   the 
English  Government,  or  was  it  a  Settle- 
ment manifestly  foredoomed  to  failure,! 
and  a  Settlement  that  no  set  of  reaaon<i 
ably  wise   men  would   have  propoRod  1 
He  maintained  that  it  was  not  a  Settle 
ment  that  had  failed  owing  to  the  acttou 
of  the  British  Government,  and  that  it 
was  not  an  experiment  absolutely  fore* 
doomed  to  fail.     The  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for   Midhur.st  told   tbem  that 
he  condemned  the  Zulu  War,   and    al- 
ways had  done  so  ;  and  in  his  speech  on 
the  I7th  of  April  ho  said  that  Oetewayo 
never  broke  his  pledges,  but  constantlyi 
sought  the  assistance  and  advice  of  thai 
Lieutenant  Governor   of  Natal   and  of 
Sir   Theophilus  Shepstone,  and  almust 
always  acted  upon  the  advice  they  gave. 
[Sir  Henhy  Holland  :  That  was  befor 
he  was  deposed. 1     Yes  ;  but  they  should 
judge  of  a  man's  character  by  his  ante* 
cedents.     Such  was  the  character  giveai 
Oetewayo  by  the  hon.  Baronet  kimself.I 
It  was  naturally  supposed  that  his  cap- 
tivity, iustead  of  desiroying  those  guodl 
qualities,  would  have  strengthened  tbncn. 
It  was  the  belief  of  the  Government  thati 
Oetewayo   was    capable    of    taking  thej 
good  advice  ofl'ered  to  him :  and  he  (Mr. 
Evelyn  Ashley)  asserted  that  Cetewajo 
would  have  succeeded  after  bis  restora- 
tion, if  it  was  not  that  he  took  the  ad- 
vice of  people  who  pretended  to  be  bis 
friends,  but  who  were  not  so  far-seeing  j 
as  they  ought  to  have  been.    He  spoke 
of  people  whom   he   would  not  name,a 
both  in  this  country  and  in  Natal,  wuo^ 
seemed,  in  the  case  of  Oetewayo,  to  havs] 
raked  up  the  old  doctrine  of  the  diviu< 
right  of  Kings,   and  who  thought  thai 
Oetewayo    had    a    right    to.   rule   over 
Zululund,  the  whole  of  Zululand,   aod 
nothing  but  Zululand.     They  told  Ooto-^ 
wayo  that  he  ought  to  be  restored  to  thi 
whole  of   his  territory,  that  its  reduo 
tiou  vfas  wrong,  that  the  establishmonll 
of  the  Reserve  was  unjuf.t,  and  thai    " 
he  only  exerted  himself  suiHoiently 
friends  in   this  country  and   elsev 
would  assist  him  in  regaining  the 
of  his  old  Kingdom.     He  [i&.T.  Evcdyal 
Ashley)  maintained  that  it  was  this  ad« 
vice  which  led  Oetewayo  astray.     If 
had  not  been  for  these  voices,  whic 
Oetewayo  mistook  for  the  voices  of  tnor 
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'mportnnt  people,  he  would  have  been 
content  with  the  territory  over  which  he 
was  placed.  But  while  he  said  that  the 
Government  had  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  the  experiment  they  were  poing  to 
malce  was  foredoomed  to  failure,  he 
owned  it  did  fail;  it  failed  entirely  by 
the  spontaneous  action  of  Cetewayo  him- 
self. Usibebu  was  left  in  the  North- 
Eastem  corner  of  Zululand,  for  a  very 
good  and  practical  roaaon,  and  people 
dealing  with  public  atlairs  must  take  a 
practical  view  of  thorn.  The  prat'tical 
reason  in  this  case  was,  that  Ustbebu 
had  so  esconced  himself  in  Lis  positiuu, 
that  he  could  not  be  removed  without 
the  use  of  considerable  force.  The  Go- 
vernment, therefore,  recognized Usibebu. 
But  the  fact  was,  that  Cetewaj'o  was  not 
only  misled  by  officious  friendsand  others; 
the  savage  nature  of  the  Zulus  al.'^o  came 
to  the  fore,  and  the  people  were  bent  upon 
revenge.  It  was  a  most  singular  thing 
that  not  one  of  the  speakers  that  day, 
who  had  dealt  with  the  question  of  the 
invasion  of  the  freebooters,  had  pointed 
out  what  was  the  turning  point  of  the 
matter,  when  it  was  considered  from  thu 
Government's  point  of  view.  The  turn- 
ing point  really  was  that  the  Boers  had 
come  there  at  the  pressing  invitation  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Zululand  themselves. 
It  was  not  an  invasion,  in  the  strict 
sense  of  the  term,  nlthough  he  very 
much  believed  that  the  Zulu  people 
would  suffer  just  as  much  as  if  it  had 
been  an  invasion.  The  Boers  received 
a  deliberate  invitation,  and  the  majority 
of  the  Zulu  people  living  in  the  centre 
of  Zululand  distinctly  made  up  their 
minds  that  revenge  was  sweeter  than 
laud,  and  that  they  would  part  with 
their  land,  in  order  to  buy  the  as- 
sistance of  those  who  would  revengo 
them  on  their  enemy  Usibebu.  That 
was  the  secret  of  the  whole  matter.  It 
was  perfectly  true  that  a  Government 
like  that  of  the  Transvaal  was  respon- 
sible, to  a  great  extent,  for  what  hap- 
pened on  its  frontier;  but  let  him  re- 
mind hon.  Members  what  were  the 
qualities  of  the  people  who  engaged  in 
these  feuds.  We  talked  about  the  fron- 
tier, but  there  was  no  frontier  to  them  ; 
they  were  a  floating  population,  and 
were  on  one  side  of  the  frontier  on  one 
day,  and  on  the  other  side  the  next  day, 
ready  to  fight  wherever  profit  led  the  way. 
What  ho  wanted  to  point  out  to  hon. 
Gentleman   was,   that   though  we   had 
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called  on  the  Transvaal  Government  to 
use  their  authority  to  prevent  the  viola- 
tion of  their  frontier,  and  the  Trans- 
vaal Government  had  acknowledged 
their  duty  in  that  respect,  and  had  put 
out  proclamations  strongly  forbidding 
any  violation  of  the  frontier^  it  must 
bo  remembered  that  the  freebooters 
were  not  a  class  of  men  over  whom  a 
Ooverament  like  the  Transvaal  Govern- 
ment, whii:h  was  not  well  established, 
and  had  no  abundant  means  of  repress- 
ing disorder,  could  exercise  any  great 
control.  Well,  then,  he  maintained 
that  the  Zulus  hod,  by  reason  of  their 
own  spontaneous  action,  caused  the  in- 
cursion of  Boers.  We  were,  therefore, 
to  a  very  great  extent,  ab.wlved  from 
protecting  them  in  any  way  from  the 
evils  which  they  had  so  deliberately 
brought  upon  themselves.  It  had  been 
said  by  some  hon.  Members  to-night 
that  when  the  death  of  Cetewayo  oc- 
curred, we  ought  to  have  put  the  Na- 
tives in  tlie  position  in  which  Oetewayo's 
restoration  found  them — that  was  to  say, 
t  hat  upon  the  death  of  Cetewayo,  weought' 
to  have  endeavoured  to  re-establish  the 
Settlement  of  Sir  Garnet  Wolseley. 
Whether  we  ought  to  have  done  so  or 
not  he  would  not  deloy  the  Committee 
by  arguing;  but  he  would  point  out  that 
the  Government  had  very  little  time 
allowed  them  by  the  Zulus  to  exercise 
auy  moral  influence,  or  any  guidance, 
or  give  any  advice,  or  send  any  messenger 
or  Commissioner,  if  they  had  been  dis- 
posed to  do  so.  The  moment  the  breath 
was  out  of  Cetewnyo's  body,  preparations'' 
were  made  to  declare  his  successor. 
While  those  preparations  were  going 
on,  the  Usutus  proceeded  to  perform 
certain  rites  of  burial  over  Cetewayo, 
and  then  proceeded  to  attack  Usibebu 
without  any  delay,  calling  on  the 
Boers  to  assist  them  in  their  attack. 
There  was  an  account  given  by  Mr. 
Grant,  who  was  the  spokesman  of  the 
Usutu  Party,  which,  if  he  could  only  lay 
his  hands  on  it,  ho  should  be  very  glad 
to  read  to  the  Committee,  because,  on 
many  occasions,  the  matter  had  been 
dealt  with  as  a  case  in  which  this  coun- 
try was  coercing  the  Usutus,  in  oouse- 
quence  of  their  presence  in  the  Eeserve, 
and  most  abominably  injuring  a  lamb- 
like and  civilized  race.  Mr.  Grant  was 
himself  an  advocate  of  the  Usutu  Party. 
He  (Mr.  Evelyn  Ashley)  could  not  lay 
hia  hand  on  Mr.  Grant's  statement ;  but 
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he  could  recollect  what  it  was.  It  would 
be  included  in  the  Papers  which  would 
be  laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days.  Mr.  Grant  de- 
scribed the  funeral  rites  of  the  Zulus, 
and  said  it  was  thoir  habit,  directly  their 
King  was  buried,  to  go  and  "  wash  their 
epears,"  as  a  religious  rite,  in  the  blood, 
usually,  of  some  neighbouring  and  de- 
fenceless tribe ;  but,  as  there  was  no 
defenceless  tribe  in  this  case,  they  per- 
formed the  right  by  attacking  Usibebu. 
8u  that  the  attack  by  the  TJsutus  was  a 
part  of  the  burial  ceremonial  of  Cete- 
wayo.  He  did  not  wish  to  delay  tho 
Committee  by  going  at  any  greater 
L  length  into  this  matter.  He  had  brought 
[the  case  down  to  this  point — that  Cete- 
[wayo  having  died,  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
f  Ternment  were  allowed  no  lime  to  exer- 
cise any  moral  influence,  or  give  any 
advice  for  the  settlement  of  Zulu  affairs, 
for  the  reason  that  the  TJsutus,  who  were 
the  majority  of  tho  Zulu  race,  at  once, 
contemporaneously  with  the  death  of 
Cetewayo,  plunged  into  an  attack  upon 
rTJsibebu,  and  called  upon  the  Boers  to 
assist  them.  This  was  all  very  de- 
plorable, and  he  regretted  it  in  the  ex- 
treme ;  and  he  should  like  to  ask  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  to  say  at  what  point 
they  would  have  had  the  British  Govern- 
ment interfere  ?  Did  they  mean  to  say 
that  the  British  Government  should 
have  sent  a  body  of  troops  to  take  tho 
side  of  Usibebu  ?  He  admitted  that  his 
Bympathies  were  on  the  side  of  Usibebu, 
who  had  shown  himself  a  good  tactician 
and  a  gallant  man.  and  had  proved  him- 
eelf  the  friend  of  England  ;  but  why  were 
they  to  send  troops  to  attack  him,  and 
to  take  part  in  a  civil  war  taking  place 
in  Zululand  ?  He  could  not  follow  that ; 
and,  short  of  annexation,  he  did  not  see 
that  the  Government  could  have  done 
anything  to  prevent  the  state  of  things 
brought  about  by  the  ferocious  spirit 
and  general  lack  of  civilization  of  the 
Zulu  people,  coupled  with  what  the  de- 
fects in  the  character  of  Cetewayo  had 
brought  into  existence.  The  question 
now  was,  what  were  the  Government  to 
do  in  the  future ;  and,  what  had  the 
Government  announced  as  their  policy  ? 
Well,  they  had,  first  of  all,  declared 
that  the  Eeserve  Territory  should  be  de- 
fended and  maintained  in  good  order ; 
and  he  might  tell  the  Committee  that 
there  was  at  that  moment  a  very  con- 
siderable body  of  British  troops  in  the 
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Reserro,  Tcady  to  g^ard  it  against 
attacks  from  outside.  In  tho  Papers 
which  would  bo  laid  on  the  Table  of 
the  House  in  the  course  of  a  few  days, 
hon.  Members  would  find  recorded  the 
attacks  which  had  been  made  by  the 
Usutu  Party  upon  certain  loyal  Chiefs 
in  the  Reserve.  They  would  see  the 
means  taken  by  the  British  Resident  to 
put  a  stop  to  these  attacks  and  viola- 
tions of  peace;  and  they  would  see 
that  at  present,  owing  to  the  energetic  I 
steps  which  had  been  taken,  matters 
wore  a  much  more  peaceful  and  orderly 
aspect  than  they  had  some  time  ago. 
The  hon.  Member  who  had  opened  the 
discussion  had  made  some  reference  to 
the  defeat  of  Mr.  Osbom,  the  British 
Resident.  [Mr.  Gcrr  Dawnat  :  No ;  to 
the  attack  on  him.]  He  thought  the  hon. 
Member  had  implied  that  Mr.  Osborn 
had  been  defeated ;  but,  at  any  rate,  the 
matter  was  not  very  important.  He  did 
not  know  what  wore  the  arguments 
which  the  hon.  Member  drew  from  the 
attack,  except  that  tho  Reserve  was  not 
maintained  in  that  state  of  order  in 
which  it  ought  to  be.  He  could  only 
say  that  the  attack  was  made  upon  Mr. 
Osborn  most  unexpectedly,  and  was 
tho  first  sign  of  the  real  activity  of  the 
rebellious  element  in  the  Eeserve. 
When  Mr.  Osborn  knew  that  this  re- 
bellious spirit  existed  ho  retired  some 
distance,  and  communicated  with  tho 
Governor  of  Natal  and  the  Officer  in 
command  of  the  Forces,  who  took  each 
steps  as  succeeded  in  absolutely  coercing 
and  overcoming  the  disturbing  elements 
in  the  Reserve.  The  hon.  Member, 
therefore,  might  take  it  for  granted  that 
when  the  House  badthese  things  brought 
before  it,  it  would  see  that  nothing  had 
been  wanting  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  vindicate  the  position  and  autho- 
rity of  England  within  the  Reserve. 
That  policy  would  be  continued  in  the 
future.  But  he  would  point  out  to  those 
hon.  Members  who  talked  about  extend- 
ing the  Reserve,  that  the  question  would 
become  one  of  incorporating  surrounding 
land.  We  had  a  considerable  body  of 
troops  in  the  Reserve,  and  very  likely 
they  would  have  to  be  retained  for  some 
time ;  and  he  demurred  entirely  to  the 
statement  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Mid- 
hurst,  that  if  the  principle  of  the  Reserve 
had  been  extended  over  a  very  large 
part  of  Zululand,  they  could  have  acted 
without  any  large  body  of  troops. 
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Sin  HENRY  HOLLAND  said,  he 
bad  not  advocated  the  extension  of  the 
Reserve,  but  a  development  of  the  sys- 
tem of  Residents,  aa  advocated  by  Sir 
Henry  Bulwer — the  substitution  of  the 
guiding  authority  of  Besidonts  for  the 
present  syntem. 

Mb.  EVELYN  ASHLEY  said,  that 
would  have  involved  much  larger  mea- 
sures, both  civil  and  military,  than 
the  Oovenuuent  had  thought  it  ex- 
pedient to  adopt.  The  Papers  which 
would  be  laid  on  the  Table  of  the 
House  very  shortly  would,  he  believed, 
show  that'  as  far  as  the  Reserve  was 
concerned  the  Government  had  done 
what  they  ought  to  do.  As  to  the 
Transvaal  Border,  the  Government  were 
still  consideriug  whether,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Convention,  they  slioiild 
appoint  a  Resident  on  the  Border  or  not. 
Of  course,  the  matter  was  more  difficult 
and  complicated  now  than  it  was  a  short 
time  ago,  owing  to  the  actidn  of  the 
Zulus.  ['■  Oh,  oh  !  "]  No  less  an  au- 
thority than  Sir  Hercules  Robinson  hud 
told  them  that,  in  the  present  state  of 
things,  the  matter  was  much  more  diffi- 
cult to  deal  with  than  it  was  a  short  time 
ago.  With  regard  to  what  was  said  a 
little  earlier  aa  to  calling  on  tlie  Trans- 
vaal Government  to  appoint  a  Resident, 
what  ho  had  stated  the  other  day  was, 
that  it  would  be  premature  to  do  that  at 
the  present  moment,  for  the  reason  tliat 
the  Convention  had  not  been  ratified  by 
the  Volkaraad.  It  would  be  better  to 
wait  to  see  if  the  Convention  was  rati- 
fied. When  ho  said  that  things  were 
now  more  complicated  than  thoy  were  a 
short  time  ago,  some  hon.  Gentlemeu 
opposite  had  chuckled.  His  point  was, 
that  what  had  conrplioated  matters 
during  the  last  three  or  four  months  was 
the  action  of  the  Zulus  themselves.  The 
Zulus  would  have  followed  the  same  line 
of  conduct,  whether  a  Resident  had  been 
on  the  Transvaal  Border  or  not.  They 
would  have  sacrificed  everything  to  their 
desire  for  revenge  against  Usibebu. 
He  wished,  before  concluding,  to  allude  to 
the  speech  of  his  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Bath  (Mr.  Wodehouse).  That 
hon.  Member,  in  very  eloquent  language 
and  largely-extended  views,'  had  told 
them  that  they  must  everywhere,  and  at 
once,  assert  the  Suzerainty  of  England  in 
South  Africa,  if  they  wanted  to  maintain 
the  supremacy  of  this  country  in  that 
quarter  of  the  globe.     He  would  only 


say  one  word  on  the  point,  and  that 
was,  that  the  future  of  British  rule  and 
influence  in  South  Africa  depended  a 
great  deal  more,  in  his  humble  opinion, 
upon  the  action  of  the  Anglo-Saxons, 
as  individuals  and  communities,  than  on 
the  action  of  the  Imperial  Governaieut. 
They  mu8t  remember  the  very  curious 
circumstances  of  the  South  African  Co- 
lonies. They  could  not  have  it  repeated 
ti)o  often — because  it  was  the  key  to  the 
wliole  of  our  dilliculties  in  that  part  of 
th(j  world  —  that  though,  in  common 
language,  these  Colonics  were  called 
"British,"  ytt  the  British-speaking  and 
British-educated  Colonists  were  in  a 
distinct  minority.  Not  only  at  the 
Cape,  but  in  Natal  itself,  at  least 
huif,  or  more,  were  Dutch.  But  he 
would  point  out  something  still  more  pe- 
culiar— namely,  that  tliis  distinction  of 
race  and  language  was  eoincidfnt  with 
the  distinct  condition  and  pursuits,  and, 
therefore,  with  the  aims  and  a.spirations, 
of  the  Colonists,  because  the  British- 
sptaking  part  of  the  population  would 
be  found  almost  entirely  in  the  towns, 
carrying  on  trades ;  whilst  the  Dutch 
and  Afiicuuder  races  would  be  found  in 
the  countrj'  districts,  carrying  on  the  pur- 
suit of  farming.  All  the  crucial,  per- 
petual dithculties  in  South  Africa  were 
owing  to  the  coming  together  of  those 
did'crent  races,  holding  diametrically  op- 
posite views,  not  only  from  their  hubita, 
but  also  from  their  interests.  They  had, 
on  the  one  hand,  the  British  element, 
desiiing  to  see  the  Native  races  prosper, 
and  increase,  and  live  in  safety,  in  order 
that  they  might  carry  on  trade  with 
them  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  they  had 
the  Dutch  element,  the  land  seekers  and 
landowners,  desiring  to  see  the  Native 
races  more  or  less  swept  out  of  the 
way,  in  order  that  they  might  enter  into 
poaaossion  of  their  land.  They  had  these 
two  elements  constantly  at  variance. 
Which  of  the  two  was  to  succeed  in 
the  long  run  ?  He  ventured  to  say  that 
the  future  of  that  country  must  depend 
upon  the  Britis^h  people,  quite  apart  from 
the  Imperial  Government.  He  confessed 
he  deprecated  any  rivalry  of  races ;  but 
the  facts  were  there,  and  were  not  to  be 
got  rid  of  by  simply  ignoring  them. 
If  the  emigi'atiou  from  these  shores  to 
the  shores  of  South  Africa  was  large, 
and  if  the  enterprize  and  perseverance  of 
the  Anglo-Saxon  race  continued  to  be 
what  it  was,  then  the  future  was  with 
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us ;  and,  in  that  case,  lie  ventured  to 
I  prophesy  that  the  Mother  Country,  what- 
ever Government  might   be  in   power, 
I  would  not  be  backward  in  protecting  and 
maintaining  the  elements  of  British  in- 
fluence there.     But  if  emigration  from 
the  Mother  Country  was  small,  if  enter- 
prize  fell  ofiF,   and  if  the   Colonists   in 
South  Africa  were  disposed  to  look  too 
much — as  they  were  very  often — not  to 
their  own  exertions  for  the  prosperity  of 
the  Colony,   but  to  the  expenditure  of 
Imperial  money,  to  deliver  them  from 
the  stagnation  of  trade ;  if  the  men  of 
the  Africander  and  Dutch  races  increased 
in  numbers  and  power,  while  the  others 
remained    stationary    or    declining,    it 
would  only  be  a  mistake  on  the  part  of 
the  Imperial  Government  to  try  to  bolster 
up  what  would  be  a  dying  interest.     He 
Lwas  only  speaking  his  own  opinion  in 
"lese  matters  ;  but  it  seemed  to  him  that 
engage   in  such  expeditions   as  had 
Poften  been  advocated  by  hon.  Members 
of  the  House  into  countries  which  had 
not  yet  been  occupied  by  a  civilized  race, 
which  were  far  removed  from  the  centres 
of  population — partly  abandoning  coun- 
tries not  yet  peopled  for  the  purpose — 
expeditions,    whether    over    the    Zulu 
border,  the  Zwasi  border,  or  the  Ama- 
tonga  border,  would  entail  unfortunate 
and  useless  responsibilities,  and  would 
not  really  and  truly  tend  to  what  hon. 
Members  desired,  and  what  he  himself 
certainly  desired — namely,  the  extension 
and    maintenance  of  the  British  name 
in  South  Africa.     No  ;  let  them  consoli- 
date what  they  had  got.     Let  them  con- 
sider every   question    put  before  them 
which  required  the  acceptance  of  new 
responsibilities  in  South  Africa  as  form- 
ing a  part  of  a  whole  question,  and  not 
as  new  and  separate  questions.     He  had 
no  doubt  it  was  perfectly  easy  to  prove 
that  if  Zululnnd  were  the  only  place  in 
which  we  had  responsibilities,  actual  or 
accruing,  it  would  be  an  infinitely  better 
thing  tor  Zululand,  for  Natal,  and  for 
this  country,  that  Zululand  should  be 
annexed.    But  that  was  not  the  fact.    It 
was  necessary  to  convince  men  who  were 
responsible  for  the  whole  of  the  Empire, 
ana  who  had  the  same  call  coming  from 
a  thousand  different  places — from  New 
Guinea,  Basutoland,  Walfisch  Bay,  Be- 
chuanaland,   and  elsewhere  —  that   the 
responsibility  ought  to  be  assumed.    He 
ventured  to  submit  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  were,   no  doubt,   aa  Suo- 

Mr.  Evelyn  AihUy 


oessors  of  a  former  Government,  respon- 
sible for  the  disturbed  state  of  Zulu- 
land  ;  and,  before  he  sat  down,  he  would 
just  answer  what  had  fallen  from  the 
hon.  Member  who  made  the  Motion  they 
were  discussing  with  regard  to  their 
saying  nothing  more  as  to  the  heritage 
of  the  Zulu  War.  He  could  only  answer 
the  hon.  Member  as  he  had  answered 
a  Conservative  Friend  of  his,  who  had 
said — "  I  am  sick  of  hearing  you  all  talk 
of  the  heritage  left  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment." He  had  replied — "  My  dear 
Sir,  you  are  not  half  so  sick  of  hearing 
of  it  aa  I  am  of  dealing  with  it."  That 
was  the  feeling  of  the  Colonial  Office  on 
this  matter.  There  was  a  responsibility 
imposed  on  Her  Majesty's  Government 
by  the  heritage  of  the  Zulu  War,  and 
the  affairs  of  Cetewayo  and  the  Zulu 
people ;  and,  he  imagined,  they  had 
done  the  best  they  could,  short  of  taking 
the  step  they  had  declined  to  take  in  the 
past,  and  must  still  decline  to  take  in 
the  future — namely,  the  annexation  of 
Zululand  to  the  Empire. 

LoHD  EANDOLPH  CHUECHTLL: 
We  have  been  told,  from  authoritative 
sources,  that  the  policy  of  the  Tory 
Party,  at  the  present  moment,  is  to  force 
an  appeal  to  the  people.  Certainly,  no 
stronger  argument  in  favour  of  such  an 
appeal  could  have  been  well  adduced 
than  the  appearance  of  the  House  o/ 
Commons  ever  since  half-past  12  thia 
afternoon  ;  because,  although  this  is  a 
matter  of  first-class  Imperial  importance, 
as  everyone  will  admit,  and  although  it 
is  a  question  in  which  the  Liberal  Party 
are  supposed,  as  a  whole,  to  be  animated 
by  the  strongest  and  most  ardent  views 
—  they,  in  particular,  posing  as  the 
champions  of  aboriginal  races,  and  aa 
the  friends  of  nationality  —  there  has 
not,  to  my  knowledge,  since  the  debate 
began,  been  an  attendance  of  20  Liberal 
Members  in  the  House.  I  think  if  that 
is  the  state  of  the  House,  at  a  period  of 
the  Session  not  too  far  advanced  for  an 
important  discussion  on  a  matter  of  Im- 
pfriol  concern — if  you  cannot  get  20 
Liberal  Members  to  give  the  Govern- 
ment the  assistance  of  their  counsels — 
it  is  not  a  bad  argument  in  favour  of 
the  construction  of  a  new  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  an  appeal  to  the  people.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary  for 
the  Colonies  (Mr.  Evelyn  Ashley)  haa 
made  a  speech  of  some  length  and  im- 
mense pretensions.     He  appeared  to  me 
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to  imagine  that  he  was,  for  the  moment, 
filling  the  pLice  of  the  Prime  Minister, 
and  to  be  making  as  good  an  imitation 
as  he  could  of  the  manner,  the  great 
eloquGnne,  and  the  variety  of  expression 
which  that  right  hon.  Gentleman  usually 
exhibits.  Tlie  object  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman was  esoellent,  but  the  perform- 
ance feU  very  short  of  the  object.  His 
whole  tone  appeared  to  be  extremely 
didactic,  but  the  substance  of  the  speech 
was  extremely  feeble.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman seemed  to  me  to  have  been 
studying  recently  some  child's  "  Guide  to 
South  Africa,"  and  to  have  detailed  from 
it  some  elementary  information  about 
the  geography  of  that  country  to  the 
House  of  Commons.  There  were  one  or 
two  points  in  his  address  which  deserve 
brief  notice.  In  the  first  place,  he 
freely  admitted  the  total  failure  of  the 
policy  of  the  Government  with  regard  to 
Oetewayo.  Well,  Sir,  I  do  not  know 
what  state  of  mind  other  hon.  Members 
may  be  in,  but,  for  my  own  part,  I  am 
getting  extremely  tired  of  these  con- 
fessions of  total  failure.  "We  have  never 
yet  discussed  the  question  of  South 
Africa  without  the  Government  admit- 
ting that  their  policy  has  been  "  a  total 
failure."  Their  policy  with  respect  to 
the  Transvaal,  BecJiuan aland,  Basuto- 
land,  and  now  Zululaud,  ha.s  been  ad- 
mitted by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colo- 
nies to  be  a  total  failure.  Five  or  six 
times  in  succession — as  regularly  as 
these  subjects  come  before  us — it  is  no- 
tiGed  by  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  or  by  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  at  the  Table,  that 
the  policy  of  the  Government  has  totally 
failed.  But  it  is  not  only  on  these  sub- 
jects that  the  House  has  had  to  listen  to 
these  confessions  of  failure.  The  House 
has  listened  to  the  confession  of  the  total 
failure  of  the  Government's  Irish  land 
legislation,  and  of  their  Egyptian  policy, 
before  now.  For  the  sake  of  variety,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  credit  of  the  Govern- 
ment, if  only  once  in  a  way,  I  could  wish 
they  had  been  able  to  announce  some 
slight  success.  The  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  wos  extremely 
frank,  and  said  —  "I  admit  that  our 
policy  with  regard  to  the  restoration  of 
Cetewayo  was  a  total  failure ;  but  it  was 
not  a  failure  which  was  foredoomed,  or 
which  any  reasonable  man  could  antici- 


pate. The  failure  was  entirely  owing 
to  the  Liberal  Party,  and,"  he  said, 
"  especially  the  advanced  wing  of  the 
Liberal  Party."  ["  No,  no  !  "]  Yes  ; 
those  were  his  words,  and  that  was  the 
only  interpretation  any  man  of  sense 
could  place  upon  his  observations.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  said  the  restoration  of 
Cetewayo  would  have  been  gloriously 
successful,  and  that  Cetewayo  would 
have  been  at  this  moment  King  of  Zulu- 
land,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  bad  ad- 
vice given  to  him  by  the  Liberal  Party, 
especially  the  advanced  wing  of  the 
Liberal  Party.  So  far,  indeed,  is  this  a 
cause  of  failure,  that  it  seems  to  me  to 
be  one — to  use  a  French  expression — 
which  "jumps  to  the  eye."  You  might 
be  certain  that  the  advice  given  from 
such  a  quarter  to  the  King  of  a  historic 
race  would  be  one  that  would  necessa- 
rily lead  him  to  his  ruin.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  used  the  words — "  The  policy 
of  restoring  Cetewayo  was,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  in- 
augurating a  reign  of  peace ;  "  but,  a 
little  farther  on,  he  proceeded  to  say — 
"  I  do  not  deny  that  the  present  condi- 
tion of  Zululand  is  wretched  in  tho  ex- 
treme." Now,  when  we  have  Ministers 
getting  up  at  tho  Table  and  making 
statements  of  that  kind,  what  are  we  to 
conclude,  except  that  the  whole  Colonial  ' 
policy  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  is 
defective,  from  beginning  to  end  ?  The 
restoration  of  Cetewayo  was  the  subject 
of  a  debate  in  this  House  some  two  years 
ago,  and,  fortunately,  by  the  kindness 
of  some  unknown  friend,  I  have  come 
across  an  article  on  Zululand  in  a  highly 
rcsjiectable  journal  —  a  journal  whose 
views,  I  think,  on  ecclesiastical  doctrines, 
will  recommend  themselves  to  the  Prime 
Minister — I  mean  The  Guardian.  In  this 
article  an  expression  used  by  the  Prime 
Minister  was  quoted — an  expression  of 
immense  value  at  this  moment.  When 
the  policy  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
in  restoring  Cetewayo  was  under  con- 
sideration, it  was  said — 

"  Tbo  subject  was  brou{;ht  forward  two  years 
ago,  and  the  Primo  Minister  was  land  enough 
to  express  sympathy  with  tho  Monarch  in  his 
adversity  ;  but  he  6iiid  that  it  mnat  be  remem- 
bered that  the  peart-  .mi  «,.li'Mre  of  the  country 
ought  to  bo  the  d'"  ideration  ;  and  he 

went  on  to  remark  I  %  o's  release,  unless 

desired  by  the  grout  body  of  tho  Zulu  people, 
would  be  a  new  cause  of  political  disturbance 
and  of  the  ejctcnsive  shedding  of  blood.  And 
be  said,  further,  that  a  reBtoratiun  bereft  of 
such  lesult  would  be  no  relief  to  the  responsi- 
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bility  we  had  already  incurred  ;  on  the  contrary,  ] 
he  thought  there  would  ho  a  very  geriouB  adcU- 
tion  to  that  reaponsihility." 

Well.  Sir,  the  Prime  Minister,  having 
Btflted  that  Cetewayo's  release  would  he 
likely  to  produce  extensive  shedding  of 
Wood,  shortly  after  consented  to  that  re- 
storation, and  we  are  now  told  by  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
that  that  was  a  policy  which  no  reason- 
able man  could  see  was  foredoomed  to 
fail.  Then  the  Prime  Minister  states  that 
the  restoration  of  Cetewayo,  if  .efTected, 
would  greatly  increase  the  resTionsihility 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government.  [Mr.  Glad- 
stone: Unleesdesired.]  Thearticlesays — 

"And  he  said,  further,  that  a  restoration 
bereft  of  such  result  would  be  no  relief  to  the 
responsibility  we  had  already  incurred  ;  on  the 
oontrar)-,  ho  thought  there  would  be  very 
serious  addition  to  that  responsibility." 

How  do  they  meet  that  responsibility  ? 
The  condition  of  Zululand  is  wretched 
in  the  extreme,  and  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  gets  up  and 
states  that  the  policy  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  will  never,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances and  conditions,  be  a  policy 
which  can  lead  to  auy  extension  uf 
British  authority  in  Zululand.  I  submit 
to  the  House  that  there  is  a  tola!,  ob- 
vious, and  comi'lete  contradiftion  be- 
tween what  the  Prime  Minister  said  two 
years  ago,  and  what  tlio  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  has  said 
to-night.  I  do  not  think  it  at  all  potsible 
to  a(!(juit  Her  Msjesiy's  Government  of 
carelessness  in  respect  to  the  carrying 
out  of  their  policy,  because  how  was 
3etewayo  restored  V  He  was  restored  to  a 
Bmall  and  most  barren  and  unproductive 
portion  of  his  territory.  The  British  Go- 
vernment took  away  from  him  an  enor- 
mous slice  of  Zululand,  which  they 
called  "the  Reserve,"  and  gave  another 
slice  to  Usihebu,  and  then  they  expected 
that  this  Monarch,  who  bad  been  de- 
throned, and  had  lost  his  prestige  before- 
hand by  being  defeated  by  the  British 
Forces,  would  be  able  to  assert  himself 
as  King  of  Zululand.  They  expected 
this  of  him,  although  they  had  sent  him 
|baok  in  that  degraded  and  humiliated 
and  diminished  waj'.  I  venture  to  say 
that  if  the  restoration  had  been  carried 
out  in  a  larger  and  broader  manner, 
there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  it  would 
have  failed  ;  but  the  means  the  Govern- 
ment took  to  carry  out  their  policy  were 
the  moans    that  foredoomed  it  to  fail. 

Xord  JSttHdolfh  ChurthiH 


Before  I  leave  the  speech  of  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  I 
should  like  to  notice  one  more  argument. 
He  said,  in  the  lengthy  peroration  with 
which  he  concluded  his  remarks,  that 
he  regretted  to  say  there  were  somehon. 
Members  on  his  own  side  who  were 
anxious  that  British  Sovereignty  should 
bo  asserted  in  South  Africa.  We  know 
that  there  are  opinions  of  that  kind — 
heretical,  sadly  heretical  opinions — 
amongst  some  Members  of  the  Liberal 
Party.  Only  yesterday,  some  Members 
of  the  Liberal  Party,  under  the  presi- 
dency of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Bradford  (Mr.  W.E.Forster), 
met  lor  the  purpose  of  advocating  a  very 
large  extension  of  British  Sovereignty 
and  Imperial  rule,  and  I  imagine  the 
Under  .Secretary  of  State  must  have  had 
that  meeting  in  his  mind  when  he  spoke 
so  bitterly  of  people  who  wished  British 
Sovereignty  to  be  asserted  in  South 
Africa.  But  what  was  the  reason  he 
gave  against  British  Sovereignty  being 
asserted  in  South  Africa?  Why,  it  was 
that  the  British  Colonists  were  in  a  mi- 
nority. That  was  the  convincing  reason 
why  British  Sovereignty,  instead  of  being 
asserted,  should  rather  be  withdrawn. 
Apply  that  argument  to  India.  How 
would  yonr  British  Sovereignty  succeed 
in  ludia  if,  berause  you  are  in  a  mino- 
rity, it  must  not  bo  asserted?  Apply 
the  argument,  again,  to  Ireland.  How 
many  "British-speaking  "and  "British- 
educated"  subjects  are  therein  Ireland 
who  are  in  favour  of  British  Sove- 
reignty? They  ore  in  ft  minority;  and 
I  think,  therefore,  that  the  great  theory 
of  Colonial  and  Imperial  policy,  which 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  has  laid 
down,  though  it  may  be  accepted  in  his 
own  Department,  is  one  which  it  will 
be  very  usefiJ  ond  advantageous  for  us, 
his  political  opponents,  to  develop  be- 
fore the  enlightened  constituencies  of 
the  country.  I  venture  to  think  that  in 
all  these  matters  there  are  two  thin|;8 
which  Her  Majesty's  Government  ought 
to  consider,  and  one  thing  that  the^' 
ought  not  to  consider ;  and  the  one 
thing  they  ought  not  to  consider  they 
have  considered,  while  the  two  thinga 
they  ought  to  have  considered  they  have 
not  given  a  thought  to.  In  the  first 
place,  they  ought  to  consider  the  in- 
terests of  the  Colony  of  Natal ;  and,  se- 
condly— and  only  secondary  to  that— 
they  ought  to  consider  the  interests  of 
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Zululand.  What  they  need  not  consider 
— the  parties  whoHO  interests  they  need 
not  consider  are  the  Boers.  Those  who 
have  absolutely  no  claim  or  title  for  one 
moment  to  their  consideration  are  the 
Boers  and  the  Boer  Republic,  for  whom 
they  have,  up  it>  now,  sacrificed  almost 
every  shred  of  their  dignify.  The  whole 
of  our  diifiouliies  in  South  Africa — our 
modern  difiBcuIties,  for  I  decline  alto- 
gether to  ijo  back  to  what  occurred 
under  the  late  Government,  that  being, 
if  you  like,  ancient  history — the  whole 
of  the  difficulties  which  the  Commiltee 
is  considering,  spring  from  the  sur- 
render to  the  Transvaal  Boers  which 
took  place  in  1881 — that  utterly  dis- 
graceful and  cowardly  surrender  of  a 
British  Army,  nearly  10,000  strong,  ad- 
mirably equipped,  with  one  of  our  best 
Generals  at  its  head,  before  a  parcel  of 
undrilled,  plundering, freebootingBoere, 
whom  they  could  easily  have  swept  from 
off  the  face  of  the  earth.  That  is  the 
origin  of  all  these  difficulties.  All  along 
the  Govemmont  has  boon  frightened  of 
these  Transvaal  Boers.  I  took  down  the 
expression  of  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State — "  Under  the  last  Convention  the 
Government  have  a  right  to  appoint  a 
Commissioner-Eesident  upon  the  fron- 
tier of  Zululand  and  Boerland.  But," 
saysthehon.  Gentleman,  "wecannotap- 
point  aResident  now,  because  thcZulus" 
— he  ought  to  have  said  the  Usutus — 
"  have  invited  the  Boers  into  Zululand  ; 
and,  that  being  the  ca.se,  we  can  no 
longer  proceed — in  fact,  we  dare  not 
proceed — to  put  in  force  an  important 
Article  of  the  Convention  just  con- 
cluded." Thei'efore,  I  am  right  in  my 
statement  that,  in  all  these  matters,  the 
Govemoient  are  actuated  by  fear  of  the 
Boers.  It  seems  ridiculous  to  say  it ; 
but  you  can  hardly  doubt  the  truth  of 
it  when  Her  Majesty's  Government,  with 
a  great  Array  in  the  field  which  could, 
b}'  no  possibility,  have  been  checked, 
first  of  all  begged  for  a  Convention,  and 
concluded  one  which  was  repudiated 
and  broken  in  every  Article  by  the  Boers, 
then  begged  for  another,  and  concluded 
that  also — the  Boers  sending  over  Am- 
bassadors to  negotiate  it — and  when  you 
find  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  now 
getting  up  and  saying — "  We  dare  not, 
under  the  circumstances,  appoint  a 
Resident  to  carry  out  the  Article  of  the 
Convention."  What  is  the  state  of 
tilings  existing  in  Zululand  ?    Why  tlie 


same  state  of  things  which  existed  in 
Bechuanaland.  You  have  the  free- 
booting  Boers  there,  and  you  know 
that  the  result  of  their  operations  in 
Bechuanaland  was  that  a  large  part  of 
the  country  was  cut  off  and  handed  to 
them,  and  that  there  existed  there  any 
amount  of  slaughter,  disturbance,  and 
disorder,  and  plundering,  cruelty,  and 
misery  of  every  kind.  The  same  con- 
dition of  things  is  coming  about  in 
Zululand,  under  the  eyes  of  the  House 
of  Commons.  The  Boers,  in  spite  of 
their  Treaty  with  you,  invade  the  coun- 
try. How  can  it  be  expected  that  the 
quibble,  the  colourable  statement,  bj 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State,  that  theyl 
were  invited  there,  will  satisfy  the 
House  of  Commons  ?  The  Guardian 
says — 

"  By  the  help  of  some  hnndreda  of  these 
Boers  the  loyal  Chief  ITsibeba,  made  inde- 
pendent by  OS,  has  been  attacked  with  great 
slftughtcr  and  driven  from  his  territory." 

And  it  goes  on  to  say  that  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  acres  have  been  taken, 
and  are  in  process  of  being  taken  away, 
from  the  Native  races  who  are  ruined. 
I  do  not  think  that  is  a  bit  too  strong. 
What  I  want  to  point  out  to  the  House 
of  Commons  is  this— that  the  same  state 
of  things,  which  the  House  of  Commons 
felt  80  deeply  about  Bechuanaland  last 
year — and  which,  but  for  their  great 
respect  for  the  Prime  Minister  and  the 
great  hold  he,  personally,  had  upon 
them,  his  own  Parly  would  have  cen- 
sured— is  coming  about  in  Zidulaud. 
It  is  absolutely  impossible  tiiat  the 
statement  of  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  can  satisfy  this 
House.  You  said  you  would  not  under- 
take the  protection  of  Basutoland.  You 
have  been  obliged  to  protect  it.  You 
said  you  would  not  undertake  the  pro- 
tection of  Bechuanaland ;  but  that  is 
now  under  the  protection  of  the  British 
Crown  ;  and  so  it  will  be  with  Zululand. 
At  least,  if  Her  Majesty's  Government 
will  not  recognize  their  responsibilities 
in  South  Africa,  the  country  will  place 
other  persons  in  their  place  who  will 
do  BO. 

Mk.  W.  E.  FOESTER  :  I  will  only 
detain  the  Committee  a  short  time;  and 
I  should  not  rise  at  all  to  take  part 
in  the  debate,  if  I  did  not  feel  that  the 
speeches  we  have  heard  to-day  have 
regard  quite  aa  much  to  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  the  action  of  Her  Ma- 
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jesty's  Government  should  be  based  as 
to  the  actual  measures  which  have  been 

E reposed,  and  that  acme  remarks  have 
eea  made  which  I  could  hardly  hear 

•without  rising  to  protest  against.     My 

hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Bath  (Mr. 

Wodehouae)  made  a  speech,  which  I  was 

very  sorry  there  were  not  more  hon.  Mem- 
bers present  to  hear — a  speech  evidently 

of  great  thought,  and,  as  it  seemed  to  mo, 

of  remarkable  ability,  as  well  as  power. 

He  was    followed  by  my  hon.   Friend 

the  Member  for  Burnley  (Mr.  Rylands'), 

who  attributed  to   him  and  his  speech 

views  which  he  entirely  disowned.     The 

hon.  Geutlerann  attributed  to  the  hon. 

Member  for  Bath  the  advocacy  of  spread- 
eagle    Impf-rialism.      I   cannot    accept 
,  that    definition    of    my    hon.   Friend's 

speech  ;  for  what  I  understood  my  hon. 

Friend  to  be  advocating  was,  that  where 

we  incurred  respousibibties,  we  should 

fulfil   them  ;    and  if  we  were   not  pro- 
pared  to  take   that  line,  I  understood 

him  to  say  we  had  better  creep  out  of 

the  country  as  soon  as  possible ;  and  I 

think  he  is  quite  right.    My  hon.  Friend 

the  Member  for  Biu-nley^  evidently  thinks 

it  due  to  the  taxpayers  of  this  country, 

that  matters  in  Zululand  should  be  left 

alone,  and  left  to  take  care  of  them- 
selves, and  that  we  should  see  that  no 

money  is  spent  on  tho  place,  and  that 

no  troops,  under  any  circumstances,  are 

Bent  out  there.  Well,  the  whole  mean- 
ing of   that  policy  is,  that  we    should 

withdraw  from  South  Afriia  altogether. 
'  If  we  are  to  remain  in  Zululaud  at  all, 
j,  we  must  bear  in  mind  the  responsibilities 
•  we  have  undertaken.  It  is  said  that  it 
is  a  mere  question  of  pounds,  shillings, 

and  pence.     If  that  is  tho  case,  we  may 

meet  our  difHcuUies  there  at  the  pre- 
sent moment  by  a  comparatively  small 
expenditure;  whereas,  if  we  wait  until 
these  difficulties  have  increased,  wo 
shall  have  to  incur  a  great  and  an  un- 
known expenditure.  Let  us  keep  to  the 
particular  matter  before  us.  I  am  not 
going  to  say  a  word  about  past  history, 
or,  as  my  hon.  Friend  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr. 
Evelyn  Ashley)  calls  it,  the  ancient  his- 
tory of  the  subject,  except  in  so  far  as 
it  bears  upon  our  actual  position  in 
Zululaud  at  the  present  moment,  and 
upon  the  responsibilities  which  we  have 
undertaken  there.  I,  like  many  others, 
was  opposed  to  the  original  Zulu   War, 

but  it  was  undertaken.     The  Zulus  were  |  disorder  owing  to  our  action — a  state  of 
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defeated,    nod    the   King  of   Zululand 
was  deposed.     We  did  not  feel  at  that 
time  that,    in  destroying   the   only   n 
cognized  Government  of   that  country, 
we  had  divested  ourselves  of  all  respoa 
sibility  for  the  future  of  the  country 
and  certainly  the  English  Governmeal 
did  not  then  attempt  to  take  that   line, 
and,   had  they  done  so,  the  people  o: 
England  would  have  protested   against! 
their   action.     Whether  wisely   or    un- 
wisely, an  arrangement  was  then  entered 
into  with  12  or  13  of  the  Native  Chiefs. 
The  arrangement  was  open  to   a  great 
deal  of    objection.      There  were  g^ave 
doubts  as  to  how  far  peace  and  order 
could  be  maintained ;  but  the  arrange- 
ment, upon  the  whole,  worked  quite  fta 
well  as  could  have  been  expected,  and, 
perhaps,  rather  better.     Then  came  the 
restoration  of  Cetewayo,  and  that  was 
a  matter  upon  which  1  do  not  agree  with 
many  of  my  hon.  Friends  with  whom  I 
generally  act  in  these  matters.    I  agreed 
wiih  what  fell  upon  the  subject  from  the 
Prime  Minister — as  quoted  by  the  noble 
Lord — "thatwehad  toconsiderthe  peace 
and  welfare   of  the  country."      I    had 
grave  doubts  whether  any  Chief — above 
all,  any  savage  Chief — who    had   been 
deposed,  could  be  sent  back  fo  rule  the 
country  with  any  great  f  banco  ot  peace, 
especially  after  the  Engh'?h  Government 
had  entered  into   an  arrangement  with 
these  13  Kinglets,  under  which  they  had 
parcelled  out  the  country  among  them, 
but  which  was   set  aside  on  the  restora- 
tion   of   Cetewayo.     It  was  impcssible 
for  Cetewayo   to   be  restored,   without 
infringing  on  this  arrangement.     There- 
fore, I  think  the  arrangement  was  fore- 
doomed to  great  dithculty,  though,  per- 
haps,   not    necessarily   to    failure.      Tt 
fould    not  be   expected    that    these    (8 
Kinglets,  or  any  number  of  them,  would 
willingly  subject  themselves  to  the  rule 
of  this  man  whom  we  sent  out.     Wliat 
has  been  the  result  of  such  a  policy  ?     I 
do  not  want  to  throw  blame  upon  either 
the   present   or   the   past   Government. 
The  Zulu  question  is  difficult  and  com- 
plicated  beyond  niea-sure,  and  I   think 
anyone    would    be    moat  unreasonable 
who  complained  of  the  present  or  even 
the  past  Government,  and  did  not  sym- 
pathize with  their  difficulties.    What  are 
the  actual  circumstances  of   the  cose  ? 
We  have   to   deal    with   this    country, 
which  is  in  a  state  of  disturbance  and 
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economy  will  be  no  longer  considered, 
nnd  we  ahnll  send  over  a  Force  which 
will  probably  cost  10  or  100  times  the 
sum  for  which  Lord  Derby  is  informed 
the  whole  difficulty  can  now  be  settled. 
I  must  acknowledge  that  I  am  not 
siifficii'utly  ncqiiaioted  with  the  subject 
to  take  upon  myself  to  recommend  to 
Her  Majesty's  Government  the  adoption 
of  any  particular  course ;  but  1  am 
convinced  of  this,  that,  whatever  be  the 
difficulties,  the  Government  cannot  rest 
contented  with  merely  protecting  the 
ReseiTe  Territory,  but  must  foel  that  it 
is  their  duty  to  try  and  restore  that 
peace  and  order  which  we,  by  our  arms 
first,  and  then  by  our  diplomacy,  and 
next,  and  lastly,  by  our  change  in  that 
diplomacy,  disturbed. 

Mn.  CHAMBERLAIN :  I  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Forster),  in  the  speech  that  he  has  just 
made,  and  to  which  we  have  attentively 
listened,  has  merely  emphasized  the 
difficulties  which  have  been  brought  into 
view  in  the  course  of  this  debate ;  and 
his  obaorvntions  go  to  show  that  there 
are  only  two  alternative  policies  which 
can  be  adopted  by  this  country  in  refe- 
rence to  Zululand.  In  the  first  place, 
there  is  the  policy  which  has  been  adopted 
and  defended  by  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment— that  of  interfering  as  little  as 
ftossible  with  the  internal  affairs  of  Zulu- 
and.  We  have  come  to  the  decision 
to  abstain  from  all  such  interferences, 
and  to  accept  the  policy  of  our  Prede- 
cessors, 80  far  as  to  refuse  any  proposal 
in  any  shape  or  form  for  the  annexation 
of  the  country.  That  policy  has  been 
condemned  as  strongly  as  possible  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  North  Riding 
of  Yorkshire  (Mr.  Guy  Dawnay).  The 
hon.  Member  made  us  a  very  eloquent 
and  very  interesting  speech  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  discussion,  and  the 
only  criticism  that  I  shall  make  upon  it 
is  to  say  that  it  was  too  emphatic,  and 
rather  too  full  of  superlatives.  The 
hon.  Member  described  our  policy  as 
"ghastly,"  ''vile,"  "infamous,"  "con- 
summate folly,"  "murderous,"  and  as 
"  dictated  by  fear  of  the  scoundrelly  and 
infamous  Boers."  I  admire  very  much 
his  command  of  invective  and  adjec- 
tives; but  I  followed  with  still  greater 
interest  his  subsequent  remarks,  in 
which  he  proposed  an  alternative  policy 
for  our  ncooptancp.  I  find  that  the  hon. 
Member  was  in  favour  of  what  is  called 


disorder  for  which  we  are  responsible. 
In  consequence  of  our  having  set  aside 
our  own  arrangement,  the  country  is 
in  a  state  of  warfare  and  bloodshed, 
and  for  that  state  of  things  we  are 
in  some  measure,  certainly,  respon- 
sible. It  has  been  remarked  that  the 
Zulus  have  dreadful  customs,  such  as 
washing  their  spears  in  each  other's 
blood.  So  they  have,  undoubtedly ;  but 
they  appear  to  have  washed  their  spears 
in  rather  a  more  bloody  manner  within 
the  last  two  or  three  years  than  they  did 
before.  How  can  we  regard  such  a  state 
of  things,  which  has  been  brought  about 
by  our  own  action,  and  say,  with  any 
degree  of  self-respect  or  without  shame, 
that,  having  got  the  Zulus  into  this  state, 
we  will  leave  them  to  kill  one  another  off 
in  order  to  save  ourselves  from  further 
trouble?  I  do  not  think  that  we  can 
safely  leave  matters  there.  When  the 
hon.  Member  spoke  about  the  future  of 
Zululand,  I  confess,  if  he  will  allow  me, 
good-naturedly,  to  say  so,  what  he  told  us 
about  the  future  was  very  little  indeed. 
His  plan  for  the  future  appeared  to  be 
limited  to  the  protection  of  the  Reserve 
Territory — which  is  absolutely  necessary. 
No  one  would  think  for  a  moment  about 
not  protecting  it.  His  plan,  however, 
appears  to  be  limited  to  the  protection 
of  the  Reserve,  and  the  production  of 
some  fresh  Papers.  1  do  not  think  he 
gives  us  an  idea  as  to  how  we  are 
to  deal  with  these  difficult  circum- 
stances. Difficult,  however,  as  they 
are,  the  Government  will  have  to  deal 
with  them,  and  to  feel  that  they  have 
mine  responsibility  for  the  warfare  that 
is  going  on  in  Zululand,  and  that  it  is 
their  duty  to  try  and  see  how  it  can  be 
stopped.  I  believe  it  will  be  found,  in 
the  long  run,  that  duty  and  expediency 
go  together,  and  that  the  fulfilment  of 
our  responsibilities  is,  after  all,  the  most 
economical  course.  As  regards  the 
actual  matter,  what  is  likelj-  to  happen  ? 
In  consequence  of  having  left  this  coun- 
try entirely  to  itself,  after  having,  by 
our  arms  and  by  our  arrangements, 
utterly  disorganized  it,  freebooting  ad- 
venturers are  coming  over  from  both 
borders — not  only  from  the  Transvaal, 
but  also  from  Natal — and  fermenting 
disorders,  and  the  opinion  of  those  in 
South  Africa  best  fitted  to  judge  is  that 
the  danger  will  not  be  confined  to  Zulu- 
land,  but  will  spread  to  Natal  itself. 
The  instant    that    danger  is   realized, 
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"  expaneiou  of  the  Empire."  He  was 
in  favour  of  a  policy  which  practically 
■would  amount  to  the  annexation  of  the 
whole  of  Zululand — of  a  policy  which 
would  have  entaiUxltheannexationof  the 
Transvaal.  If  I  weretoiniitatethestj'leof 
the  hon.  Member,  I  should  be  entitled  to 
say  that  that  would  be  ablundering  policy, 
a  plundering  policy,  a  policy  of  pick- 
pockets, filibusters,  and  brigands.  At 
all  events,  without  devehjping  the  argu- 
ment any  further  in  the  style  of  the 
hon.  Member,  I  would  say  that,  while  I 
am  prepared  to  accept  the  statement  just 
made  by  my  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  \V. 
K.  Forster),  that  this  oounlry  is  bound 
to  fulfil  the  responsibilities  which  it  has 
undertaken,  I  am  also  of  opinion  that 
it  is  bound  to  look  all  round  to  see  whe- 
ther it  has  not  responsibilities  at  home 
as  well  as  in  these  distant  places,  and 
to  inquire  whether  it  would  be  wise 
and  judicious  to  undertake  new  respon- 
fiibilities  from  which  so  little  advantage 
can  possibly  be  e.Tpocted  to  result  to  any- 
one. Well,  Sir,  1  think  the  House  lis- 
tened with  some  amusement  to  the  rather 
extraordinary  speech  of  the  noble  Lord 
the  Member  for  Woodstock  (Lord  Eau- 
dolph  Chtirchill).  The  noble  Lord  com- 
menced his  observations  by  referring  to 
the  state  of  the  House  when  he  was  ad- 
dressing it,  as  a  proof  of  the  lack  of  inte- 
rest taken  in  the  question.  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  lack  of  interest  in  it,  either  on 
the  Liberal  or  Conservative  side  ;  but  I 
think,  perhaps,  it  is  rather  natural,  at 
this  late  period  of  the  Session,  and  when 
the  House  has  been  sitting  until  3,  4, 
or  5  o'clock  in  the  morning  on  previous 
nights,  that  no  very  large  attendance 
should  be  brought  down  on  a  Wednes- 
day afternoon  to  listen  to  a  discussion 
that  is  understood  to  be  somewhat  hollow 
in  its  character,  and,  above  all,  to  listen 
to  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Wood- 
stock, when — to  use  an  expression  of  his 
own — "careering"  about  a  subject  with 
which  hehasthesuallest possible  amount 
of  practical  acquaintance.  The  noble 
Lord  says  that  I  and  my  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  Evelj-n  Ashley)  on  this  and  on  pre- 
vious occasions  have  admitted  the  failure 
of  their  policy.  I  confess  I  do  not  plead 
guilty  to  ever  having  made  any  such  ad- 
mission, and  I  certainly  have  not  heard 
such  admissioumadoby the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies.  What  my 
hon.  Friend  really  did  say  was,  that  the 
state  of  Zululand  was  not,  at  the  pre- 

Mr.  Chamhirkin 
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sent  time,  entirely  satisfactory.  It  would 
hardly  be  expected  that  the   policy  of 
tlie    Government,    or   of    anyone    el;  ^" 
could  secure  a  perfectly  satisfactory  %■ 
of    Zululand    in   the  ooui-se    of  a    fi 
months.     The  state  of  Zululand  is  n 
very  much  what  it  has  been  ever  si: 
the  country  was  disturbed  by  the  polii 
of    the  late   Government,   and    by 
policy  of  the  Zulu   War.      From    thi 
time  down  to  the  present  day,  the  sti 
of    Zululand   has   been   imsatisfaeto 
All  that  can  be  said  of  us  is,  that  o 
policy  of  non-intervention  has    not 
suited  in  a  satisfactory  state  of  thin^ 
The  noble  Lord  went  on  to  say  that  thi 
condition   of   affairs   in    Zululand    was 
owiugto  Cetewayo  having  been  left  wit 
a    miserably  small  portion  of  territo; 
when  he  was  restored.     The  noble  Lo; 
is  perfectly  aware  that  two-thirds  oft! 
whole  territory  ruled  over  by  Cetewayo 
was  restored  to  him.     [Lord  Kaadolph 
CuiTHCHiLL :  No,  no !]    That  is  perfectly 
true,  as  the  noble  Lord  will  see  if  he 
will  study  the  map  on  a  large  scale.  The 
fact  is,  that  if  the  whole  of  the  coun 
was  not  restored  to  him,  it  was  becau 
we  took  the  view  w^hich   has  been  p 
before  the  Committee  by  the  right  ho 
Member  for  Bradford,  that  having  com' 
under  obligations  to  the  XiugJets,    b^ 
reason  of  Sir  Garnet  TToJseley's  Settle 
ment,  we  did  not  think  it  right  to  han 
them  over,  against  their  will,  to  the  re 
stored  Chief.    My  right  hon.  Friend  tb.o 
Member  for  Bradford  made  a  statemen 
in  which  he  followed,  I  think,  the  Lo; 
Baronet   the  Member  for  Midhurst  (Si 
Henry  Holland).     He  said  that,  aft 
all,   the   arrangement  with   Sir  Guro' 
Wolsoley  for  setting  up  these  Chieftia: 
was  working  satisfactorily,  when  the  r 
storation  of  Cetewayo  was  eontemplaf 
by  the  Government.     Nothing  ^ 
fui-tlierfrom  thetruththanthnt^ 
In  this  House,  on  the  occasion  of  i. 
lost  debate,  there  was  not  a  single  Mei 
bur  who  did  not  admit  that  the  state 
the  country  was  wholly  unsatisfactory 
that  the  Settlement  made  by   the  lal 
Government,  or  by  Sir  Garnet  Wolsele; 
under  their  instructions,  had  absolute! 
and  entirely  failed.    In  order  to  bo  qui' 
certain  about  this,  let  me  usk  the  Co: 
mittee  to  listen  to  two  quotations  givi: 
an  account  of  the  state  of  the  coud 
before  the  restoration  of  Cetewayo.    T 
first,  which  I  take  from  the  Blue  Book 
ia  thia — 
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"  Tho  relntiona  between  Ohatna  and  his  too 
poworfiil  gubject  Umnyamnna,  which  were, 
from  the  first,  unfriendly,  bcoamo  this  rear 
strained  almost  to  the  point  of  war.  Ohamu 
was  also  defied  by  tho  tribe  of  tho  Amaquilisi, 
living  in  tho  north  of  his  territory,  who,  no 
doubt,  acted  under  the  influence  of  Umnyamaiia. 
The  authority  of  Usibebu,  another  of  our  1 3 
nominees,  was  persistently  resisted  by  Undabuku 
and  Usiwctu,  two  of  Cctowayo's  brothers.  Um- 
landcla,  another  of  our  nominees,  was  driven 
out  of  his  territory  by  Sitimela,  a  iBTandson  of 
Dingewayo,  Chaka's  Predecessor ;  and  Sitimela, 
who  perhaps  aspired  to  reunite  Zululand  under 
his  own  rule,  was  joined  by  Somkeli,  himself 
one  of  the  nominated  Chiefs.  Three  other  se- 
lectod  C'hioffl,  Chinjfwayo,  Seketwayo.  and  Un- 
fHuawcniihlela,  rc|K)rted  at  different  times  that 
they  were  being  opposed  by  their  people,  whom 
they  could  not  control— the  reason  being  appa- 
rently in  soma  cases  that  they  bud  been  imitating 
tho  tyrannies  which  popular  belief  ascribes  to 
Cetewayo." 

In  fact,  according  to  this  statement,  and 
to  other  statements  which  will  be  found 
in  the  Blue  Books,  there  was  hardly  a 
single  portion  of  the  territorj'  that  was 
not,  at  the  time  of  the  restoration  of 
Cetewayo,  the  scene  of  tumult,  disorder, 
and  massacre.  In  April,  1882,  speaking 
in  the  debate  on  Zululand  in  this  House, 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Chat- 
ham (Mr.  Gorst),  I  think,  quoted  a  pas- 
sage from  a  letter  dated  October  27th, 
written  by  the  Rev.  R.  Robertson,  in 
Zululand.  The  hon.  Member  for  the 
North  Riding  of  Yorkshire  (Mr.  Guy 
Dawnay)  has  told  ua  that  the  policy  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government  had  led  to 
inter-tribal  slaughter,  which  exceeded 
anything  ever  known  since  Zululand 
was  annexed.  I  beg  to  call  attention 
to  this  statement  by  Mr.  Robertson, 
who  is  one  of  the  missionaries  in  Zu- 
luland— 

"  You  have  heard,  no  doubt,  of  tho  recent 
slaughter  of  the  Abagiilusi.  lam  told  it  was 
greater  than  that  of  Isandlana.  I  fear  there 
will  be  more  yet.  In  fact,  I  am  expecting  every 
day  to  hear  that  the  Usutu  (Cetewayo's  own 
tribe)  have  broken  out.  Their  patience  has 
been  severely  tried,  and  it  needs  just  a  little 
more  provocation  to  bring  about  another  crach. 
Maduna  is  strong  enough  to  make  mincemeat 
of  Hamu  and  Zibebu  any  day.  What  he  will 
end  in  doing,  I  know  not."  —  (3  SaHiard, 
[j68]  76G.) 

Mr.  guy  DAAVNAY  :  What  is  tho 
date  of  the  letter  7 

Mb. CHAMBERLAIN:  October 27th, 
1881. 

Mk.  guy  dawnay  :  ■WTiat  I  said 
was,  that  the  greatest  slaughter  ever 
known  in  Zululand  had  been  during  the 
last  18  months. 


Mr.  0HAMBERL.\IN  :  My  object 
is  absolutely  to  deny  tho  statement  of 
the  hon.  Member.  I  say  that  the  dis- 
turbances previous  to  tho  restoration  of 
Cetewayo  were  quite  as  serious  as  any 
that  have  since  occurred.  And  let  me 
say  that,  although  Sir  Henry  Bulwer 
has  been  referred  to  several  times  as 
being  opposed  to  the  restoration  of 
Cetewayo,  his  opposition  was  based,  as 
his  despatches  show,  entirely  on  the  fear 
that,  if  Cetewayo  was  restored,  the  mili- 
tary power  of  the  Zulus  would  be  re- 
created, and  groat  danger  would  arise  in 
consequence  to  Natal.  IIo  admitted  that 
the  state  of  Zululand  could  not  continue 
ai  it  was  previous  to  tho  restoration  of 
Cetewayo,  and  he  put  before  the  Go- 
vernment in  elTect  two  alternatives.  He 
said — 

"  Either  you  must  consent  to  exercise  para- 
mount authority  over  tho  thirteen  Chiefs,  or 
you  must  endeavour  to  carry  out  the  policy 
you  prefer  and  restore  some  kind  of  Native  autho- 
rity." 

Her  Majesty's  Government  declined, 
without  due  consideration,  to  accept  the 
suggestion  of  Sir  Henry  Bulwer  to 
assume  paramount  British  authority  in 
Zululand,  because  they  were  convinced 
by  all  past  experience — and  subsequent 
experience  has  shown  that  they  were 
right— tliat  the  creation  of  this  British 
authority  in  Zululand  would  necessarily 
result  in  the  practical  annexation  of  the 
country.  Hut  having  decided  against 
that  policy,  then  I  think  it  was  impos- 
sible to  avoid  the  conclusion  that,  at  all 
events,  tlie  restoration  of  Cetewayo  was 
an  experiment  that  ought  to  be  tried. 
If  the  Zulu  War  was,  as  is  admitted  by 
the  hon.  Baronet  opposite  (Sir  Henry 
Holland),  so  unjust  and  so  unnecessary, 
then  common  justice  required  that  Cete- 
wayosbould  be  restored,  as  far,  at  least,  as 
was  consistent  with  the  engagements 
into  which  we  had  entered  with  the  other 
Chiefs.  But  there  is  another  reason — the 
reason  of  policy.  Cetewayo's  name,  was, 
at  all  events,  the  most  powerful  name  in 
Zululand,  and  tho  probabilities  were 
more  in  favour  of  a  peaceful  settlement 
of  the  country  under  his  leadership,  than 
under  tho  leadership  of  any  other  single 
Chief;  and  I  entirely  agree  in  what  has 
been  said  by  my  hon.  Friend  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr. 
Evelyn  Ashley),  that  if  he  had  been  well 
adviiL'd,  iu  nil  probability  that  Settle- 
ment might  have  been  a  lAstiug  and 
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Batisfaotory  one.  The  proposals  now 
made  to  us  vary  very  much.  The  pro- 
posal of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  North 
Biding  of  Yorkshire  is  that  ^(>  should 
extend  the  Reserve  Territory  to  the 
Bloc^k  Umvolosi.  That  would  practically 
be  to  assume  absolute  control  over  two- 
thirds  of  Zululand.  The  proposal  of 
the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Mid- 
hurst,  although  a  little  more  specious, 
comes  to  practically  the  same  result — 
that  is,  that  we  should  exercise  para- 
mount authority  over  the  country  by 
means  of  British  Residents  and  Magis- 
trates. But  who  is  to  enforce  that  au- 
thority ?  It  ia  absurd  to  tell  us  that  the 
Zulu  people  would  welcome  these  gentle- 
men among  thera.  We  know,  from  all 
past  experience,  that  friction  would 
inevitably  arise,  and  then  we  should  bo 
called  upon  to  defend  the  authority  of 
the  servants  of  the  Crown  by  a  British 
Army,  and  when  we  heard  of  bloodshed, 
we  should  be  told  that  we  were  respon- 
sible for  it.  But  suppose  wo  adopted 
the  plan  of  establishing  authority  on  the 
BlacK  Umvolosi,  or  extended  the  Re- 
serve up  to  that  line,  there  would  still 
be  Natives  beyond  that  frontier,  and 
Boers  outside  it.  There  would  still  be 
freebooters,  and  all  the  difBculties  we 
have  had  we  should  be  called  upon  to 
encounter  still  further  away.  Wliat  we 
have  done  has  been  to  reserve  the  least 
possible  amount  of  territory  under  our 
control  which,  in  our  opinion,  was  con- 
sistent with  our  obligations  to  those 
Chiefs  who  were  unwilling  to  accept 
the  rule  of  Cetowayo.  We  have  re- 
served the  teiTitory  of  John  Dunn,  and 
have  allowed  fugitives  from  other  parts 
of  the  country  to  come  in  and  find  se- 
curity within  that  Reserve.  The  forma- 
tion of  this  Reserve  border  is  a  protection 
to  Natal.  Either  the  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  Woodstock  (Lord  Randolph 
Churchill)  or  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Bradford  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Forster)  declared  that  the  result  of  the 
Government  policy  had  been  to  create 
danger  to  the  Colony  of  Natal ;  but,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  on  the  contrary,  a  band 
of  neutral  and  protected  territory  has 
been  interposed  been  Natal  and  the 
country  of  the  Zulus.  Then  there  only 
remains  the  question  of  what  responsi- 
bility falls  upon  this  Bench  with  re- 
ference to  the  territory  which  is  beyond 
the  Reserve — the  territory  inhabited  by 
the  Basutos.  The  position  there  is 
Mr,  Clmmherlain 


truly  and  entirely  due  to  those  fr 
whom  we  have  inherited  it.  I  a£ 
with  the  opinion  expressed  by  Sir  H€ 
cules  Robinson,  the  High  Commis- 
sioner. He  is  the  best  authority  OQ 
such  a  subject;  and  while,  as  ho  s&ys, 
he  is  reluctant  to  offer  advice  upon 
matter  which  is  not  within  his  Uifl 
Coumissionership,  he  gives  this  o| 
nion — 

"  I  think  it  right  to  say  that,  in  my  opinio 
we  shall  ho  spared  future  complications  « 
questions  if  we  detine  without  further  delay  t 
precise  limits  of  our  ohligations  in  relation  1 
the  Reserve  Territory.  Nothing  short  off 
Protectorate  over  the  whole  of  Zululand,  » 
ported  by  force,  can  prevent  the  eventual  oc 
pation  by  the  Boers  of  a  large  portion  North  < 
the  Koaervc.  I  confess  I  do  not  aee  that  w«ai_ 
bound  to  incur  grave  trouble  and  ezpeiue  to 
save  those  outside  the  Reserve  from  the  cons»- 
queuces  of  their  own  folly  and  miscondact." 

Now,   that  is  exactly  the  state  of  tl 
case.     The  condition  of  affairs  North 
the  Reserve  is  due  to  the  folly  and  mia 
conduct  of  the  Chiefs  in  that  part  of  the 
country.  The  noble  Lord  opposite  (Lor 
Randolph  Churchill)  says  it  was  a  rutte 
pretext  to  pretend  that  an  invitation  wa 
sent  by  the  Basutos  to  the  Boers  ;  but 
there  is  most  distinct  evidence  of  invitji 
tions  addressed  to  the  Boers,  probubH 
by   both  parties,  and   certainly  by  the" 
Basuto   Party,    and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  portions  of  land  hare  been  awarded 
to  these  fortime-hunters.      That  is  the 
commonest  thing  in  South  Africa.  There 
is  never  a  tribal  conflict  in  which  the 
Chiefs  do  not  get  the  Whites  in  thei 
neighbourhood  on  their  side.      Usibebfl 
himself,  who  is  now  sufTering  from  tl 
interference   of  the   Whites,    had   pro-l 
viously    received    assistance    from    the 
W^hites  against  Cetewayo.    Under  these 
circumstances,  it  would  be  monstrous  that 
we  should  involve  the  English  taxpaye 
and  the  English  people  in  responsibili 
ties  in  order  to  prevent  a  state  of  things 
brought  about  by  no  fault  of  our  owa3 
and  for  which  wo  are  not  in  the  slighte 
degree  responsible.    I  will  go   furth« 
and  say  that  I  am  certain  that  we  ooul4 
not  bring  about  a  state  of  things  which 
would  offer  a  better  chance  of  the  settle- 
ment  of   this  matter  than  the  present 
system.    Disturbances  there    must    be, 
after  such    a   war  as   that   which    d*> 
stroyed  and  broke  the  power  of  the  Zal 
Chiefs;  but  it  is  absolutely  untrue  to  sajL 
as  the  hon.  Member  for  the  North  Riding 
of  Yorkshire  said,  that  the  rule  of 
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Boers  over  the  Natives  has  been  brutal 
and  tyrannical.  The  proof  is,  that  the 
Native  poptdation  in  the  Transvaal  has 
increased  enormously  and  multiplied 
many-fold  by  the  voluntary  migration  of 
the  Natives  into  the  Transvaal. 

Mr.  guy  DAAVNAY  :  I  never  said 
anything  of  tho  sort. 

Mr.  OHAMBERLAIN  :  I  should  be 
sorry  to  misrepresent  the  hon.  Member  ; 
but  when  he  comes  to  read  the  report  of 
his  speech,  he  will  find  it  wm  one  of  hia 
contentions  that  we  ought  not  to  leave 
the  country  to  the  incursions  of  the  Boer 
freebooters,  because  they  were  people 
of  a  low  and  barbarous  civilization  who 
had  brutallv  ill-troated  the  Natives. 

Mr.  guy  DAWNAY;  I  entirely 
agree  in  that ;  but  I  never  said  it  to-day. 
The  right  hon.  Gentloman  is  putting 
into  my  mouth  words  which  I  never 
used 

Mr.  chamberlain  :  I  am  sorry 
to  misrepresent  the  hon.  Member.  Will 
he  state  what  ho  did  say  ? 

Mr.  GUY  DAWNAY :  The  only  ex- 
pressions I  used  in  reference  to  the  Boers 
were  applied  to  the  Boer  freebooters; 
those  I  called  "  infamous  "■  and  "scan- 
dalous." I  never  said  a  word  about 
their  ill-treating  the  Natives  in  the 
Transvaal. 

Mb.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I  can  assure 
the  hon.  Member  that  he  docs  injustice 
to  his  own  graces  of  oratory.  He  used, 
1  think,  many  words  equally  abusive, 
and  I  am  certain  he  will  tind  that  he 
did  accuse  the  Boers  of  having  ill-treated 
the  population  under  their  rule.  But  it 
is  not  necessary  that  I  should  say  more 
about  that,  because  I  understand  that 
the  hon.  Member  admits  that,  if  he  did 
not  say  that  to-day,  he  did  say  it  on 
a  previous  oeoasion.  Whenever  he  did 
say  that,  he  was  entirely  mistaken  as  to 
the  facta  of  the  case.  8o  far  from  the 
rule  of  the  Boers  being  brutal  and  bar- 
barous towards  the  Natives,  it  must  be 
a  very  much  better  rule  than  the  Na- 
tives Lave  been  accustomed  to ;  other- 
wise, they  would  not  have  migrated  in 
these  enormous  numbers  into  the  Trans- 
vaal Territory.  Although  I  do  not  pre- 
tend to  say  that  the  government  of  the 
Transvaal  State  is  to  be  compared  with 
the  European  civilization,  I  have  no 
doubt  it  is  an  immense  improvement  on 
anything  to  which  the  Natives  have  been 
accustomed;  and  even  if  the  result  of 
this  should  be  that  the  Boera  acquir*  I 


some  footing  in  Zululand,  I  am  not  cer- 
tain that  that  will  constitute  any  dis- 
advantage to  the  Natives,  and  certainly 
it  wiU  not  cause  any  danger  to  British 
rule  in  South  Africa.  At  any  rate,  it 
is  a  problem  much  too  doubtful  for  us 
to  undertake  the  responsibility  urged 
upon  us  by  tlio  hon.  Member ;  and, 
under  no  circumstances  at  present,  can 
wo  indefinitely  extend  British  rule  in 
this  part  of  South  Africa,  for  such  an 
extension  would  involve  enormous  addi- 
tional responsibilities,  and  entail  very 
serious  fresh  demands  on  the  treasure 
and  resources  of  this  country. 

Sir     STAFFORD     NORTHCOTE  : 
Sir,  I  do  not  feel  myself  competent  to 
decide  the  question  between  the   right 
hon.  Gentleman  who  baa  just  sat  down 
(Mr.  Chamberlain)  and  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  the  North  Riding  of 
Yorkshire  (Mr.  Guy  Dawnay).  Although 
I  heard  a  considerable  part  of  my  hon. 
Friend's  very  spirited  speech,  I  did  not 
happen  to  hear  the  portion  which  has 
given  rise  to  so  much  controversy.     It 
is  quite  clear,  at  all  events,  that  between 
the  opinion  which  my  hon.  Friend  en- 
tertains of  the  Boers,  and  that  which 
Her  Majesty's   Government,    as  repre- 
sented by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  hold, 
there  is  a  very  considerable  ditference, 
and  a  large  amount  of  latitude.     I  am 
not  going  to  trouble  the  Committee  with 
a  discussion  of  the  question  as  to  the 
precise  mode  iu  which  the  Boers  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  treating  the  Natives 
of  this  country.     If  they  really  deserve 
all  the  commendations  which  have  been 
bestowed  upon  them  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  I  must  say  our  position  is 
very  much  more  simple,  and  much  less 
difficult,  than   I   sujiposed  ;   but  I  fear 
the  general  impression  under  which  we 
have   laboured  for  a  long  time  is  very 
different  from  that  rather  rose-coloured 
view  which   the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  taken.     W^hat  I  wish  to  call  atten- 
tion to  is  the  barrenness  and  meagreness 
of  the  statements  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment with  regard  to  the  policy  they 
have  pursued.     Whatever  may  be  said 
about  the  post  history  of  the  Zulu  ques- 
tion,   and    whatever    charges    may   be 
made  on  the  one  side  or  the  other  with 
regard  to  particular  events,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  matter  has  now  come  to 
that  position  in  which  we  are,  as  a  na- 
tion,  deeply  responsible  for  the  condition 
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of  that  country ;  and  it  is  important 
that  wo  aliould  really  have  some  assur- 
ance on  the  part  of  the  Government  that 
they  are  pursuing  a  policy  which  is 
likely  to  be  for  the  benefit  and  safety 
both  of  our  own  Colony  of  Natal  and 
of  the  Zulu  people,  in  whom  wo  have,  or 
ought  to  have,  great  interest,  and  for 
whom  we  ought  to  entertain  a  sense  of 
responsibility  to  a  great  extent.  As  far 
as  I  can  gather,  the  policy  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  was  summed  up  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  when  he  said 
it  was  their  intention  to  interfere  as  little 
as  possible  with  the  internal  aiTairs 
of  the  country.  Accepting  those  words 
literally,  I  agree  with  the  right  hon. 
Qentleman  that  we  ought  to  interfere  as 
little  as  possible  with  the  internal  afi'airs 
of  Zululand ;  but  we  have  to  take  into 
consideration,  and  in  connection  with 
those  affairs,  the  admission  of  the  hon. 
Qentleman  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  Evelyn  Ashlej') 
that  we  have  responsibilities  which  we 
cannot  get  rid  of,  and  that  it  is  our  duty, 
and  part  of  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  protect  the  Reserve  Territory. 
If  you  have  to  protect  tho  Eeserve  Ter- 
ritory, then  you  have  to  consider  in  what 
manner  that  it  is  to  be  dune.  It  is  all 
very  well  to  say,  as  tho  hon.  Member 
for  Burnley  (Mr.  Eylands)  said,  that 
these  are  matters  which  will  involve 
gfreat  questions  and  very  great  responsi- 
bilities on  the  part  of  this  country.  If 
you  are  to  accept  the  view  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  in  regard  to  the  charac- 
ter of  the  Boers,  and  if  you  are  to  carry 
out  the  views  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Burnley,  I  suppose  we  might  solve  the 
whole  question  by  retiring  from  the 
country  and  leaving  everything  to  tako 
its  chance.  But  if  we  are  not  to  leave 
things  to  take  their  chance,  if  we  are  to 
recognize  certain  responsibilities,  and  if 
we  are  to  make  ourselves  responsible  for 
the  protection  of  the  Reserve  Territory, 
then  it  becomes  a  serious  question  whe- 
ther we  have  such  a  policy  as  will  re- 
duce this  responsibility  to  a  minimum, 
and  enable  us  to  discharge  the  duties 
which  devolve  upon  us  in  a  manner 
which  shall  be  the  simplest,  the  easiest, 
and  the  best ;  and,  therefore,  it  is  a  ques- 
tion, not  whether  we  ought  to  interfere, 
but  on  what  lines  we  ought  to  fulfil  the 
duties  which  we  acknowledge.  My  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Midhurst  (Sir 
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Henry  Holland),  in  the  very  temperate 
and   able   spMeeh  which  he   made    this 
afternoon,  and  which  I  am  sorry  thero 
were  so  few  Members  present  to  hear, 
laid  down  on  broad  lines,  and,  of  cou 
avoiding  questions  of  detail,  what  bo 
sidered  to  be  the  right  policy  to  pursui 
and  that  was  to  the  effect  that  we  ought 
fall  back  on  the  lines  of  the  Settlenaent 
1879;  that  we  ought  to  take  that  for  our 
main  guidance,  but  in  connection  with 
that  we  ought  to  establish  a  Resident  aod 
Sub-Rosidents  who  should  have  certain 
powers  with  regard  to  the  affairs  of  the 
Transvaal.    But  my  hon.  Friend  said  he 
would  not  interfere  with  the  details  of 
local  government,  and  that  his  view  wa* 
that  we  should  hold  a  meeting  of  Chiefs; 
that  those  Chiefs  should  be  in  communi- 
cation with  us,  and  should  establish  the 
lines  of  a  borne  policy  which  they  would 
pursue,  and  to  them  should  be  left  the 
administration  of  the  country  which  be- 
longs  to  them.      It  was   not   my  hon. 
Friend's  proposal — it   was,    as   far    a* 
possible,    from   his  intention — that   we 
should  accept  or  claim  for  ourselves  anj-- 
thing   approaching  to  annexation  or  a 
Protectorate.     His  object  was  that  W6 
should  insure  and  guarantee   to   tho«a 
Chiefs  the  right  to  administer  their  own 
atlairs,    and   that   we   should  maintAia 
ourselves  in  a  position  which  would  giro 
us  authority,   and  enable   us   to   settle 
questions  that  might  arise.    These  ques- 
tions are  of  two  classes— questions  which, 
will  arise  among  the  Zubis  themselvea — 
quarrels  among  themselves,  and  disputes 
between  the  tribes  ;  and  then  you  have 
the  difficulties  that  may  arise  between 
the  tribes  of  the  Zulus  as  a  whole,  and 
the  Boers,  their  neighbours.   Now,  with 
respect  to  both  the  one  and  the  other 
of  these  classes,  I  do    not  veutur«> 
much    as    to    give    my  own    opinioi 
I     am    rather    speaking    of     what 
understand  to  be   the   opinion    of    my 
hon.  Friend,  who  is  so  well  qualified  to 
speak  on  those  matters ;    and  his   opi- 
nion is,  that  you  would  prevent  a  gn*t 
deal  of  difficulty   from  arising — irhieh 
difficulty,  if  you  do  not  prevent  it.  ^ 
arise  sooner  or   later,  and   put  you 
much  greater  expense  than  you  woi 
otherwise  incur — by  being  wise  and  fi' 
in  time.     That  is  really  the  whole  of 
contention  between,  I  will  not  eaj 
two  sides  of  the  House,  because  th< 
are  several  hon.  Gentlemen  on  that — i 
opposite — side  of  the  House,  who 
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the  same  view,  and  who  have  expressed 
it  extremely  well,  such  as  thehou.  Mem- 
ber for  Bath  (Mr.  Wodehouse)  and  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Bradford  (Mr. 
W.  E.  ForBter),  who  have  indicated  that 
these  are  their  opinions.  Those  are  the 
two  views  of  the  subject,  and  I  venture 
to  think  the  experience  wo  have  had  so 
far  is  decidedly  in  favour  of  that  general 
policy  advocated  by  my  hon.  Friend 
behind  me  (Sir  Henry  Holland),  rather 
than  that  which  is  now  indicated  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government;  and  when  wo 
talk  about  these  questions  of  the  restora- 
tion of  Cetewayo  and  other  matters,  we 
talk  about  them  in  order  to  show  that, 
in  the  policy  which  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment have  carried  out  since  they 
have  had  charge  of  this  business,  they 
have  not  been  successful.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  was  very  angiy  with  my 
noble  Friend  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill ; 
for  saying  that  their  policy  had  failed, 
or  that  they  had  admitted  that  it  had 
failed.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
bo  had  never  said  that  it  had  failed ; 
only  that  it  had  not  succeeded.  That, 
of  course,  is  a  distinction,  and,  no  doubt, 
it  is  one  satisfactory  to  the  mind  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman ;  but  what  we 
want  to  point  out  is,  that  this  policy 
which  has  not  succeeded  was  a  policy 
which  was  not  very  likely  to  succeed. 
At  all  events,  it  was  undertaken  only, 
as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  said, 
as  an  experiment.  It  wna  an  experi- 
ment which  the  Government  may  have 
been  j ustified  in  trying;  but  it  was  an 
experiment  which,  wheu  they  tried  it, 
certainly  ended  with  a  considerable 
amount  of  non-success ;  and  it  is  to  be 
remembered  that  wheo  that  policy  was 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  before  it  was  adopted,  the 
Prime  Minister  himself  pointed  out  to 
the  House,  as  a  reason  for  being  slow  in 
adopting  such  a  suggestion,  that  if  we 
did  so,  and  the  polity  was  not  successful, 
the  Government  and  the  country  would 
have  incurred  a  lai-ge  addition  to  their 
responsibilities.  That  is  so.  They 
adopted  that  policy,  and  they  have  in- 
curred that  additional  responsibility,  I 
will  not  say  through  any  blameable 
motives,  they  were  doing  that  which 
they  considered  was,  on  the  whole,  the 
best  thing  to  do  ;  but,  undoubtedly ;  they 
did  incur  that  additional  responsibility ; 
they  did  disturb  and  destroy  the  system 


which  had  been  established  but  a  very 
short  time  before,  and  which  there  was 
every  prospect  they  might  have  main- 
tained and  improved.  ["No,  no!"] 
Wo  say  that  this  is  the  view  we  take, 
and  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Midhurst  brings  forward  the  evidence 
upon  which  he  supports  his  contention. 
I  am  not  saying  that  everything  before 
was  perfect,  or  that  when  you  began  to 
talk  of  the  restoration  of  Cetewayo,  and 
of  unsettling  all  that  had  been  settled 
before,  that  then  disturbances  would 
arise  ;  but  I  am  speaking  of  a  time  when 
it  was  thought  that  that  Settlement 
was  to  be  maintained ;  and  I  think  the 
evidence  which  my  hon.  Friend  brings 
forward,  as  to  the  numbers  of  people 
returning  to  the  country  which  they  had 
left,  seems  to  mo  to  show  very  strongly 
that  you  were  disturbing  that  which 
had  considerable  elements  of  hope  in  it, 
and  that  you  were  disturbing  that  new 
state  of  things,  the  result  of  which  must 
have  been  felt  to  be  very  doubtful. 
That  was  the  result  at  the  time ;  but 
now  we  have  very  clear  liefore  us  that 
the  result  was  bad,  and  no  longer  doubt- 
ful. The  result  was  the  introduction  of 
more  troubles,  more  quaiTels,  and  more 
bloodshed  ;  and  all  that  must  be  borne 
in  mind  in  the  presence  of  a  further 
element  in  the  question — namely,  the 
settlement  of  the  question  with  the 
Boers.  It  was  not  only  the  question  of 
inter-tribal  disturbances  in  Zululand  ;  it 
was  the  encouragement  given  thereby  to 
the  Boer  population  in  the  neighbour- 
hood to  advance  themselves  into  that 
country,  to  disturb  the  position  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  no  doubt  to  cause  a 
great  deal  of  mischief  which  we,  in  our 
position,  had  no  longer  the  means  to  stop 
or  nip  in  the  bud.  My  hon.  Friend  (Sir 
Henry  Holland)  sees  the  weakness  of 
the  position,  as  it  stood  under  SirGamot 
Wolseley's  Settlement.  He  sees  that 
something  more  was  required,  and  he 
suggested  that  that  something  might 
have  been  supplied  iu  a  manner  which 
would  not  have  involved  annexation  or 
a  Protectorate,  but  would  have  put  us 
in  a  position  which  would  have  enabled 
us  to  deal  quickly  and  firmly  with  the 
domestic  inter-tribal  difficulties,  and  at 
the  same  time  give  us  a  position  in 
which  we  could  check  the  incursions  and 
the  depredations  of  the  Boers,  That  is, 
I  take  it,  the  position  of  the  case,  and 
this  discussion  has  been  raised  for  the 
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purpose  of  expreBsing  dissatisfaction  on 
tho  part  of  my  hon.  Friend  (Sir  Henry 
Holland)  and  others,  with  the  course 
-which  matters  have  taken  under  the 
recent  administration  of  the  Grovemment 
— of  expressing  our  dissatisfaction  and 
our  uneasinoss  at  the  position  of  affairs 
there,  and  to  endeavour  to  obtain,  what 
I  am  afraid  wo  have  not  yet  obtained 
from  the  Government — namely,  some 
more  satisfactory  statement  of  the 
policy  which  it  is  their  intention  to  pur- 
sue than  we  have  yet  been  favoured 
with. 

Mh.  GLADSTONE:  Sir,  I  do  not 
feel  in  all  respects  dissatisfied  with  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down  (Sir  Stafford  North- 
cote).  I  own  myself  to  have  been  very 
considerably  alarmed  by  the  high-sound- 
ing doctrines  of  the  noblo  Lord  the  Mem- 
ber for  Woodstock  (Lord  Randolph 
Churchill) ;  but  nothing  could  be  more 
remarkable,  and  nothing  could  offer  a 
more  glaring  contrast,  than  the  differ- 
ence between  his  opinions  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  those  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
opposite  who  has  just  spoken.  The 
whole  sense  of  the  noblo  Lord's  speech 
was  annexation  and  more  annexation. 

LoBD  EANDOLPH  CHURCHILL  : 
No ;  I  beg  pardon,  it  was  not. 

Mh.  GLADSTONE  :  The  noble  Ixjrd 
says  "No."  Very  well;  then  I  wiU  go 
a  little  further  into  detail.  I  am  not 
speaking  of  the  noble  Lord's  words ;  but 
I  am  putting  my  own  construction  upon 
his  speech,  and  as  he  questions  my  con- 
struction, I  want  to  know  what  he  meant 
when  ho  said  that  the  restoration  of 
Oetewayo  would  have  succeeded  if  it 
had  been  undertaken  on  a  larger  basis, 
and  in  a  bolder  manner  ? 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHTTRCHILL: 
I  meant  if  you  had  given  back  the  whole 
of  the  country. 

Me.  GLADSTONE:  Exactly  so;  so 
much  for  the  basis  ;  and  now  what  is  the 
bolder  manner  ?  To  support  Cetewayo 
by  force,  no  doubt.  To  give  him  back 
the  whole  country — that  is  the  cool  re- 
commendation of  the  noble  Lord  ;  but 
what  had  happened  ?  Wo  had  made  a 
Settlement  in  1879.  We  had  set  up  13 
Kinglets  in  Zululand.  None  of  those  men, 
80  far  as  I  recollect,  had  been  guilty  of 
any  breach  of  faith  to  us.  We  had  estab- 
lished them,  and  put  authority  into  their 
hands.  A  large  number  of  the  people 
were  I  think,  as  was  clearly  shown  to  our 
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satisfaction  at  the  time,  desirous  of  tb« 
return  of  Cetewayo ;  but  a  portion  of 
them  were  determinedly  opposed  to  the 
restoration;  and  these  were  the  Kin gl 
whom  we  had  set  up,  and  who  had  co 
mittod  no  fault  against  us.  The  nob] 
Lord  says  we  ought  to  have  deposi 
them,  putting  back  Cetewayo  in  thi 
place.  That  is  the  manner  in  which  t 
noble  Lord  thinks  a  peaceable  resto: 
tion  might  have  taken  place.  That  tvo 
have  been  a  most  gross  breach  of  fait 
which  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  enti 
tain  for  a  moment,  on  the  part  of  t 
Government.  The  noble  Lord  adopts 
method  of  proceeding  which  really  in- 
volves an  assumption  by  us  of  authority 
over  Zululand,  and,  if  I  understand 
him  rightly,  of  authority  over  South 
Africa  in  general.  That  is  what  I  un- 
derstand the  noble  Lord  to  intend. 

LoBD  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL 
I  did  not  say  so. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  I  am  aware  of 
that,    and  I   am  not  using  the  Dobli> 
Lord's  ovm  words;  I  am  simply  using 
oveiy  effort  to  construe  what  the  noblo 
Lord   said ;   and,   as   I    understood  his 
high-sounding  words  as  to  the  extension 
of  British  authority,  I  understood  hi 
to  mean   that  the  extension  of  Brifi* 
authority  ought  to  be  exercised  over  thi 
Orange  Free  State  and  the  Transvaal, 
in  one  form  or  another.     It  is  in  tha 
view  that  I  say  the  noble  Lord   is  in 
glaring  contrast  to  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet.    Now,    I   wish  to  como  to   the 
closing  remarks  of  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet.    He  says  this  debate  has  been 
raised    for    a   certain   purpose;    and 
agree  with  him  that  it  has  been  raisi 
for  a  very  proper  purpose.    It  was  q\ii 
right  that,  in  a  matter  of  this  kind 
opportunity  should  be  taken  before  the 
close  of  the  Session  to  discuss  the  diffi- 
culties of  OUT  position  in  Zululand  ;  but 
tho  right  hon.  Gentleman  snys  that  th*" 
Settlement  which  was  set  up  in  1879  wsa 
working  in  a  tolerable   manner ;     that 
there  was  something  to  be  desired  whi- 
ought  to  be  supplied;  but  that,  on  t 
whole,  the  Settlement  was  not  unsatis- 
factory, and  our  fault  was  that  we  did 
not   endeavour  to    improve   it.       Nov, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  I   concludi 
was  not  present  in  this  House  on  Api 
17th,  1882,  when  that  subject  was  dii 
cussed  for  a  whole  evening ;  for  if 
had  been  present,   or  if  he  had  rei 
that  debate,  he  would  have  been  awi 
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of  that  whicli  is  evidently  at  present 
totally  uukuown  to  liim — natnt'ly,  that 
while  we  debated  that  subject  through 
an  entire  eveninff,  while  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Chatham  (Mr.Gorst) 
made  a  very  able  speech,  exhibiting  the 
deplorable  condition  of,  and  the  almost 
prevalence  of  bloodshed  and  anarchy  in 
Zululand,  not  only  did  the  Government 
find  themselvos  obliged  to  concur  sub- 
stantially \rith  his  statements,  but  there 
was  not  a  single  speaker  that  evening — 
I  believe  I  am  correct  in  saj'ing  that 
— who  rose  while  the  subject  was  fully 
discussed,  from  all  quartei-s  of  the  Ilouse, 
to  maintain  that  the  Settlement  of  1879 
was  in  any  degree  tolerable.  That  was 
the  state  of  things  in  1882  ;  and  permit 
me  to  say  that  when  the  subject  has 
been  debated  in  that  way,  as  it  was  in 
this  Ilouse — not  as  a  Party  (juestion, 
but  with  great  ability  and  impartiality 
from  all  quarters  of  the  Ilouse — it  is  idle 
in  1884  to  overlook  and  ignore  entirely 
what  was  then  admitted  and  demon- 
strated, and  to  speak  of  that  state  of 
things  OS  a  state  of  things  upon  which 
we  ought  to  have  fallen  back.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  agree  to  that.  The  right 
non,  Gentleman  thinks  matters  are  worse 
now  than  they  were  then.  That  is  not 
my  opinion,  for  what  have  we  to  con- 
sider ?  We  have  to  consider  two  things 
— first  of  all,  the  anarchy  and  bloodshed 
in  Zululand  ;  and,  secondly,  the  ques- 
tion of  danger  to  the  Colony  of  Natal. 
"With  regard  to  the  latter  point,  I  am 
prepared  to  contend  that  that  danger 
has  been  wholly  removed,  because  a 
neutral  fringe  of  territory  ha.s  been  in- 
terposed between  Natal  and  tlie  dis- 
turbed parts  of  ZuliJand,  where  British 
authority  is  effectively  maintained,  where 
peace  prevails,  and  which  serves  to  hold 
off  Natal  from  the  different  parts  of 
Zululand.  Therefore,  as  to  that  im- 
portant part  of  the  case,  and  as  to  the 
fact  that  a  large  piece  of  Zululand — 
about  one-fourth  or  one-third,  I  believe 
— is  in  a  peaceful  condition,  much  has 
been  attained,  though  certainlj-  with  an 
increase — I  do  not  deuy  it — of  British 
responsibility',  an  increase  which  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  for  us  in  honour  to 
agree  to,  because  we  could  not  for  a 
moment  think  uf  the  rustoralion  of  Gete- 
wayo  to  the  prejudice  of  those  Chiefs 
■who  objected  to  the  restoration,  and  for 
whom  we  wore  bound  to  tuid  a  refugo 
in  what  is  now  known  aa  the  Reserve 
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Territory.  We  adopted  the  restoration  of 
Cetewayo,  not  as  a  measure  that  was  cer- 
tain to  succeed,  but  as  a  measure  the  most 
hopeful  of  any  before  us.  In  the  state  of 
things  then  existing,  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  for  us  to  find  a  remedy ;  and 
that  was  the  remedy  which  appeared  to 
oiler  the  least  amount  of  responsibility 
with  the  greatest  amount  of  compromise. 
1  am  not  prepared  to  admit  that  a  great 
addition  of  responsibility  has  fidlen  upon 
\is  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  tnat 
plan  as  a  remedy.  What  we  said  in 
188'i  was,  thot  if  we  restored  Cetewayo 
without  obtaining,  in  the  first  place, 
competent  and  sufficient  e^ndence  that 
his  return  was  desired  by  a  largo  pro- 
portion of  the  masses  of  the  people, 
then,  indeed,  we  should  incur  a  great 
responsibility  ;  but  that  evidence  we  did 
obtain  ;  and  I  have  no  reason  to  believe 
that  even  now  there  was  an  untrue 
impression  of  the  state  of  tilings  then 
conveyed  to  our  minds.  I  will  not  now 
go  back  to  that  part  of  the  matter, 
because  the  important  part,  of  the  ques- 
tion is  that  which  is  before  us.  My 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Brad- 
ford (Mr.  W.  E.  Forstor)  has,  with 
great  prudence,  slated  that  ho  holds 
that  we  ought  to  discharge  all  the  re- 
sponsibilities we  have  undertaken,  and 
that  no  benefit  is  to  be  gained  by  shrink- 
ing from  that  duty.  I  entirely  agree 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  that 
view  ;  but  our  respon.sibilities,  although 
they  should  be  acknowledged,  ought  not 
to  be  exaggerated,  and,  above  all  things, 
now  re.spoui-ibilities  ouglit  not  to  be  as- 
sumed in  a  hurry,  and  without  sufficient 
consideration.  What,  then,  is  the  (|ues- 
tion  before  us,  as  defined  by  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  ?  He  says  there  are  two 
plans.  I  say  there  are  three,  because, 
unquestionably,  a  large  and  distinct 
portion  of  the  debate  has  tended  in  the 
direction  of  annexation  of  teri'itory  not 
now  ours ;  but  that  is  put  aside  so  far  as 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  concerned. 
He  condemns  that  policy,  as  we  did ; 
but  he  says  that  the  hon.  Baronet  be- 
hind him  (Sir  Henry  Holland)  has  re- 
commended a  return  to  the  system  of 
1879;  but  the  systom  of  1879,  if  I  re- 
member rightly,  was  a  system  under 
which  no  authority  was  assumed  over 
the  Chiefs.  They  were  entirely  inde- 
pendent; whereas,  as  I  understand  the 
recommendation  of  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet it  is  that  some  authority  should 
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be  asaumed  over  the  Chiefs  in  the  Setllo- 
ment  which  he  recommends.  My  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Burnley  (Mr. 
Eylands)  has  contended — and  we  con- 
tend— that  if  you  assume  partial  autho- 
rity over  these  Chiefs,  that  can  only  end 
in  becoming  a  complete  authority,  and, 
consequently,  in  amounting  to  an  equiva- 
lent of  tho  annexation  which  has  been 
recommended  as  the  measure  to  be  at 
once  adopted.  At  any  rate,  that  is  not 
a  return  to  the  system  of  1879.  There 
is  in  that  no  recommendation  of  a  re- 
turn to  the  system  of  1879.  The  system 
of  1879  was  essentially  different,  inas- 
much as  it  fully  recognized  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  Chiefs,  and  only  offered 
them  any  friendly  aid,  in  the  way  of 
good  offices,  that  our  Hesident  might  be 
able  to  give  them. 

Sib  henry  HOLLAND  :  I  did  not 
suggest  that.  I  suggested,  very  diffi- 
dently, a  return  to  the  system  of  1879 
— that  is  to  say,  the  government  of  the 
Natives  by  the  Native  Chiefs,  under 
Native  laws ;  but  that  tho  system  of 
1879  should  be  so  extended  that  we 
should  exercise  a  more  direct  and  guiding 
authority  by  Residents  and  Deputj- 
Besidents. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  The  hon.  Ba- 
ronet spoke  in  subdued  tones;  but  how 
that  is  to  be  done  is  a  most  important 
part  of  tho  plan.  Tho  hon.  Baronet 
says  he  made  the  suggestion  diffidently. 
I  have  no  doubt — nay,  I  am  sure  he  did, 
because  he  is  a  man  of  sense  and  ex- 
perience ;  and  all  those  who  know  South 
Africa  will  be  apt  to  make  recommenda- 
tions with  considerable  diffidence ;  but 
one  point  is  this.  We  do  not  see  how  the 
assertion  of  authority  by  us  over  those 
Chiefs  can  possibly  end  in  anything  ex- 
cept the  establishment  of  a  ^^rtual  supre- 
macy. You  were  very  liberal  in  your 
system.  I  do  not  question  that.  I  am 
sure  that  was  the  intention  of  the  hon. 
Baronet;  but  we  are  not  prepared  to 
establish  in  these  portions  of  Zululand 
beyond  the  Reserve  a  British  supre- 
macy, which  we  feel  must  amount  vir- 
tually to  that  annexation  which  is  dis- 
claimed by  us,  disclaimed  by  the  late 
Government,  and  disclaimed  by  the  hon. 
Baronet  in  his  speech  to-day.  I  do  not, 
on  the  other  hand,  say  wo  wash  our 
hands  of  aU  duty  whatever  with  regard 
to  Zululand  beyond  tho  Reserve.  A 
friendly  interest  we  should,  in  any  case, 
feel  towards  it.    The  circumstances — the 
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unhappy  circumstances — under  which  it 
was  broken  up  at  a  former  time  un- 
doubtedly leave  us  in  a  condition  in 
which  it  is  impossible  to  say  we  look 
upon  that  land  as  if  it  were  a  mere  por- 
tion of  Central  Africa ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  wo  are  not  iu  a  position  in  which 
we  have  any  other  duty  towards  that 
country  than  this — of  doing  so  far  aa  we 
can  what  is  best  for  that  country.  Now, 
we  are  not  prepared  to  say  that  it  is 
best  for  that  country,  or  best  for  South 
Africa  generally,  that  we  should  assume 
authority  over  it.  If  the  time  comes — 
and  it  may  come — when  we  can  be  use- 
ful in  promoting  its  peaceful  settlement, 
I  think  it  will  be  our  duty  to  avail  our- 
selves of  such  an  opportunity  ;  but  what 
we  disclaim,  under  all  the  circumstances 
now  before  us,  or  which  we  can  antici- 
pate, is  the  desire  to  establish  British 
supremacy  over  that  country.  Tho 
noole  Lord  used,  I  think,  strong  lan- 
guage in  his  description  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Transvaal ;  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  North  Riding  of  York- 
shire (Mr.  Guy  Dawnay)  does  not  dis- 
claim having  used  language  which  I 
think  would  have  been  exceedingly 
strong,  even  if  applied  to  some  country 
with  which  we  were  at  war,  and  which 
I  must  take  the  liberty  of  saying  was 
a  great  deal  too  strong  for  the  present 
occasion.  It  was  described  by  the  right 
hou.  Baronet  as  interesting;  but,  in  my 
opinion,  it  was  too  strong,  especially 
having  regard  to  the  fact  that  it  was 
applied  to  people  with  whom  we  pro- 
fess to  be  on  friendly  terms ;  and  it  is 
also  unjust,  in  face  of  the  fact  that  enor- 
mous multitudes  of  the  Natives  are 
living  under  the  dominion  and  auspices 
of  tlie  Transvaal ;  and  in  face  of  the 
fact  that  we  were  content  to  go  to  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  where  these  people 
had  prior  possession,  and  make  it  so 
uncomfortable  for  them  that  they  mi- 
grated in  large  numbers.  In  face  of 
the  fact  that  we  have  had  indisputable 
evidence  that  the  Nativi's  have  migrated 
into  the  Transvaal,  on  account  of  the 
peace  and  good  government  they  can  en- 
joy there,  I  must  say  it  is  imprudent,  im- 
politic, and  hardly  consistent  with  those 
terms  of  comity  and  decency  which 
ought  to  prevail  between  people  of  one 
State  and  another,  to  describe  these 
people  in  the  superlative  language  used 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  the  North 
Riding.     I  feel  that  the   time    is    ex- 
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haustod,  and  that  it  would  be  wrong  in 
mo  to  enter  into  the  details  of  the  ques- 
tion, which  have  boen  so  fully  stated  by 
my  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Chamber- 
lain), and  my  hon.  Friend  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonius 
(Mr.  Evelyn  Ashley).  With  their  state- 
ments I  am  perfectly  content.  I  am 
further  contented  and  satisfied  with 
the  limited  and  cautious  terms  in 
which  the  right  hou.  Baronet  oppo- 
site (Sir  Stafford  Northcote)  has  ex- 
pressed himself.  I  may  point  out  to 
him  that  our  object  has  bfen  gained  by 
the  establishment  of  the  Reserve ;  and  as 
to  the  maintenance  of  British  authority, 
he  must  be  aware  that  it  will  be  main- 
tained there  by  the  siimu  means  as  those 
adopted  in  other  places  iu  case  of  need, 
and  that  there  are,  I  believe,  a  force  of 
nearly  1,000  men  in  the  Reserve  for  that 
purpose.  With  regard  to  what  is  be- 
yond it,  I  by  no  means  say  that  that  is 
a  country  which  does  not  excite  our  in- 
terest ;  but  we  see  no  reason  for  violent 
interference  in  that  country.  In  fact, 
the  people  themselves  have  chosen  to  in- 
vite Natives  into  the  Transvaal  to  settle 
there  in  a  peaceful  manner,  totally  dif- 
ferent from  the  proceedings  of  Bechu- 
analand;  ond  we  decline  to  be  bound  by 
a  scheme  of  policy  which  we  believe  to 
bo  dangerous,  impolitic,  and  not  in  con- 
formity with  any  sound  principle,  even 
of  moraUty,  by  extending  British  autho- 
rity over  that  country. 

Mb.  guy  DAWN'AY  said,  the  Prime 
Minister  had  rebuked  him  for  having 
used  strong  terms  with  regard  to  peoijle 
with  whom  we  were  on  friendly  terms. 
He  denied  that  we  were  on  friendly 
terms  with  these  filibustering  Boors ;  and 
it  was  to  these  filibustering  Boers,  and 
not  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Transvaal, 
that  he  had  referred.  He  had  compared 
the  action  of  the  Boers  in  ZiJidoud  with 
the  action  which,  so  far  as  he  could  un- 
derstand, the  Government  were  allowing 
the  Abyssiniaus  to  take  with  regard  to 
the  Soudan,  and  had  said  that  their  civi- 
lization was  in  the  same  rudimentary 
condition,  and  their  Christianity  in 
the  same  fossilized  state.  He  denied 
that  he  had  advocated  a  policy  of 
annexation — unless  the  Government  con- 
sidered —  which  they  said  they  did 
not — that  the  Reserve  had  been  an- 
nexed— for  he  only  desired  an  ex- 
tension of  the  principle  which  applied 
to  the  Reserve  to  other  pai-ts  of  Zululand. 


The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Chamber- 
lain)  had  declared  that  a  policy  of  annexa- 
tion was,  to  use  the  term  borrowed  from 
his  (Mr.  Guy  Dawnay's)  vocabulary,  a 
policy  of  filibusters,  brigands,  and  pick- 
pockets ;  but  if  he  (Mr.  Guy  Dnwnay) 
had  wished  to  brand  audi  policy  in  the 
strongest  term,  he  should  not  have  em- 
ployed any  such  feeble  words  from  his 
own  vocabulary,  but  should  have  de- 
nounced it  instead  in  the  right  hou. 
Gentleman's  own  language  as  a  policy 
of  shipowners.  He  whould  ask  the  Com- 
mittee to  divide,  and  to  exyjresa  their 
opinion  that  the  responsibility  which 
the  House  and  the  country  had  incurred 
owing  to  the  reversal  of  the  policy  of  the 
late  Government,  and  owing  to  the  Con- 
vention with  the  Boers,  especially  with 
regard  to  the  Articles  in  relation  to  tho 
Border  Tiibes,  would  not  be  fulfilled 
merely  by  protecting  the  Zulus  iu  the 
Reserved  Territory  in  the  future,  after 
failing  to  do  so  in  the  past. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided; — Ayes  99; 
Noes  155:  Majority  56. — (Div.  List, 
No.  197.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 

Committee  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 

MOTION. 


coHutrPT  PBAcncEs  (suspension  of 

EIJICTIONS)   BILL. 

On  Motiou  of  Mr.  .Attoiinet  Ge.nkkal,  Bill 
to  suspend,  un  account  of  corrupt  priicticna,  tha 
issue,  during  tho  Proro|?ation  of  Parliiinjont,  of 
writs  for  the  holding  of  Elections  of  Membera 
to  serve  in  the  present  Parlinment  for  certain 
cities  and  lioroughs,  ordered  to  bo  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Attohney  (.!eneb.\l  and  Mr.  Solicitou 
Oe.vbhal. 

BiU/irfMn<«r;,snd  read  the  lirst  time.  [Bill  314.] 

Uoiue  adjourned  at  Six  o'clock. 

HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Thurtday,  ZUt  July,   188-1. 


MINUTES.]— Public  Bills— f.ij<  Rtading— 
Chartered  Companies*  (231)  ;  Military  Pen- 
tions  and  YeomaQry  Pay  *  (232) ;  ProieGU< 
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tionof  Offenoos(233);  Metropolitan  Asylums 
Board  (Borrowing  Powore)  •  (234) ;  Superau- 
noation*  (286) ;  Expiring  Laws  Continuance* 
(238). 

Second  Rcaditip— Prisons*  (213);  Smoke  Nui- 
sance Abatement  (Metropolis)  (109);  Tum- 
?iko  Arts  Continuance  •  (206) ;  Public  Works 
joana  •  (221 ) ;  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works 
(Money)  •  (222) ;  Municipal  Election*  (Cor- 
rupt and  niogal  Practices)  (212). 

Commttfe — Canal  Boats  Act  (1877)  Amend- 
ment (19*-228) ;  Cholera  Hospitals  (Ire- 
land)  (204-229);    Trusts  (Scotland)  •  (209). 

Third  Ufadiiiff — Tramways  (Ireland)  Provi- 
sional Order  (211);  Tnunways  (Ireland)  Pro- 
-visional  Order  (No.  2)*  (144);  yorkshire 
Registries*  (219-230) ;  Naval  and  Greenwich 
Hospital  Pensions  *  (203) ;  Teachers'  Resi- 
dences (Ireland)  *  (214),  and  pasted. 

REPRESENTATION    OF    THE    PEOPLE 
BILL— THE   MARQUESS   OF  SALIS- 
BURY AND  MR.  GLADSTONE. 
PERSONAL   EXPLANATION. 

The  Mahqtjess  of  SALISBURY :  I 
■wish,  before  the  Business  of  the  House 
commences,  to  refer  to  a  statement  tho 
Prime  Minister  made  in  ' '  another  place  " 
■with  respect  to  some  observations  of 
mine.  The  Prime  Minister  was  pleased 
to  quote,  and,  as  I  think,  misconceived 
tho  meaning  of  some  observations  which 
I  made  at  tho  Cannon  Street  Hotel  on 
Monday.  The  Prime  Minister  is  re- 
ported to  have  said  this — 

"  I  find  that  in  a  speech  ascHbed  to  Lord 
Salisbury — I  rather  think  in  the  papers  of  to-day 
— there  is  the  following  passage  : — '  The  House 
of  Lords  has  a  right  to  say — "  We  do  not  ap- 
prove of  the  measure  you  bring  forward.  If 
you  like  to  accept  its  rejection,  well  and  good  ; 
>f  you  object  to  its  rejection,  your  remedy  is  to 
go  to  the  people."  '  That  I  take  to  imply  that 
Uie  Bill  has  been  rejected." 

That  seems  to  be  a  very  captious  cri- 
ticism ;  and  although  I  do  not  ordi- 
narily take  any  notice  of  misconstruction 
of  things  that  I  say,  I  think  that,  if  the 
Prime  Minister  condescends  to  misun- 
derstand you,  you  are  bound,  a.s  a  mat- 
ter of  respect,  to  correct  him.  What  I 
wish  to  point  out  is  that  I  was  speaking 
when  I  used  those  words — as  anyone 
who  will  consult  the  speech  will  see — 
of  the  general  Constitutional  rule  affect- 
ing the  action  of  the  House  of  Lords 
upon  the  question  of  Dissolution,  and  it 
was  impossible  for  me  to  state  it  in  more 
limited  terms  than  I  did.  As  a  general 
rule,  it  is  perfectly  true  that  the  House 
of  Lords  has  a  right  to  say — "  We  do 
not  approve  the  measure  you  bring  for- 
ward ;  if  you  like  to  accept  its  rejection, 


well  and  good ;  if  you  object  to  its  re- 
jection, your  remedy  is  to  go  to  tho 
people."  But  in  saying  that  I  did  not 
moan,  nor  does  it  necessarily  follow, 
that  in  every  particular  <'.a6e  coming 
under  that  general  rule  the  statement 
would  require  to  be  in  equtiUy  large 
terms.  The  general  rule  is  necessarily 
larger  than  the  particular  instance. 
What  happened  in  this  particular  in- 
stance was,  that  we  did  not  reject  the 
measure,  but  that  we  rejected  a  Motion 
in  respect  of  that  measure,  which  rejec- 
tion had  for  its  effect  that  the  Bill  could 
not  pass  until  certain  necessary  and  sup- 
plementary legislation  had  been  added 
to  it.  But  what  I  wish  to  point  out  is 
that  I  was  discussing  the  general  rule, 
and  that  I  did  not  in  any  way  impugn 
the  fact  that  our  rejection  of  the  Motion 
in  respect  to  the  measure  had  not  in- 
volved the  rejection  of  the  measure,  if 
Her  Majesty's  Government  had  been 
pleased  to  take  the  steps  which  we 
thought  necessary  to  its  passing.  The 
matter  is  only  of  importance,  as  I  say, 
because  the  Prime  Minister  is  pleased  to 
misunderstand  me.  He  himself  is  per- 
fectly aware  of  what  really  took  place, 
for  he  goes  on  to  say  that,  in  strictness, 
the  measure  had  not  been  rejected  as 
regards  the  Forms  of  the  House  of  Lords. 
But  he  goes  on  to  make  one  further  ob- 
servation, which,  I  think,  in  the  interest 
of  this  House,  I  ought  to  notice.  He 
says  that  the  noble  Earl  opposite  (Earl 
Granville) — 

"  Has  no  intention  of  making  any  further 
Motion  ou  tho  Bill  as  at  present  advised :  and 
our  reason  is,  that,  without  insuring  any  im- 
portant public  advantage,  it  would  give  trouble 
to  the  House  of  Lords,  which  ought  not  to  have 
any  trouble  of  that  kind  put  upon  it,  and  would 
only  result  in  the  production  of  some  third  by- 
ilotion.  If  w^e  could  have  some  direct  issue 
tak>;n  on  the  Bill  itself,  I  think  that  it  would 
be  very  desirable ;  but  I  do  not  think  it  would 
be  in  our  power  to  procure  it." 

Now,  when  a  man  offers  me  wine  and 
water  and  leaves  out  the  wine,  it  seems 
to  me  that  I  nm  taking  a  very  direct 
issue  ■with  him  in  declining  to  drink  the 
water  by  itself. 

EGYPT— THE  CONFERENCE. 
QUESTION. 

The  Mabqcess  or  SALISBURY :  I 
wish  to  ask  the  noble  Earl  opposite  (Earl 
Gran^viUe),  Whether  he  can  now  give  the 
House  any  information  with  respect  to 
the  progress  of  the  Conference  ? 
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Earl  GRANVILLE  :  My  Lords,  I  am 
afraid  my  answer  will  appear  somewhat 
unsatisfactory,  and,  indeed,  monotonous ; 
but  it  will  not  surprise  the  noble  Mar- 
quess, who  has  had  the  experience  of 
more  than  one  Conference.  He  is  aware 
how  unavoidable  delays  are  at  meetings 
of  the  Beprosentatives  of  all  Europe, 
who  have  to  refer  to  their  respective 
Governments.  The  Conference  met  this 
morning,  when  the  French  Ambassador 
expressed  his  regret  that  he  had  not  yet 
sufficient  instructions  to  answer  ques- 
tions which  had  been  raised.  He  re- 
quested— and  was  supftorted  by  other 
Plenipotentiaries  in  the  request — thatwe 
should  meet  again  on  Saturday  morning. 

SMOKE  NUISANCE  ADATEMKNT 

(METROPOLIS^  BILL. 

(Th*  Lord  Strathedm  and  Campbell.) 

(no.  109.)      SECOND   READING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing, read. 

Lord  STRATHEDEN  and  CAMP- 
BELL :  My  Lords,  I  rise  to  move  the 
second  reading  of  the  BiU  on  Smoke 
Abatement,  although,  during  this  Ses- 
sion, I  do  not  wish  it  to  go  further  than 
the  stage  in  question.  If  it  is  ouce  read 
a  second  time,  the  subject  will  be  ripe 
for  Governments  to  deal  with.  If  it  does 
not  reach  that  point,  much  toil  of  many 
persons  will  be  wasted.  Since  it  was 
presented  at  the  end  of  May,  it  has  been 
supported  by  a  public  meeting  under 
the  Lord  Mayor  in  the  City;  by  the 
Westminster  Biatritt  Board ol  Works;  by 
the  Parish  of  St.  Martin's;  bytheUamp- 
8t«ad  Vestry ;  by  the  Council  for  the 
Institute  of  Architects ;  by  the  Associa- 
tion under  the  noblo  Duke  the  Master 
of  the  Horse  (the  Duke  of  Westmin- 
ster) ;  while  it  has  also  had  a  favourable 
echo  in  the  Provinces.  At  the  same 
time,  I  do  not  ask  your  Lordships  to 
accede  to  it,  even  to  the  quaUded  exteut 
I  have  described,  unless  a  proper  case 
can  be  submitted  in  its  favour.  Instead 
of  going  through  all  the  clauses  in  de- 
tail, which  anyone  can  look  at,  I  will 
explain  at  once,  if  it  should  become  law, 
tho  course  of  operation  to  be  anticipated 
from  it.  A  number  of  Local  Bodies  would 
find  themselves  invested  with  a  discre- 
tionary power  of  rosti-aining  smoke  in 
houses,  under  bye-laws  which  must  have 
the  previous  sanction  of  the  Homo  Office. 
The  City  would   be,  probably,  at  first, 


tho  only  Local  Body  to  apply  it,  in  oon- 
sequence  of  tlie  greater  public  spirit 
which  prevails  there,  of  the  municipal 
authority  which  is  strong  enough  to 
urge  it  into  action ;  of  the  desire  to  vin- 
dicate itself  against  powers  which  are 
hostile  to  it ;  of  the  readiness  to  lead  tho 
way  which  becomes  an  ancient  Corpora- 
tion ;  and  of  the  superior  facility  for  re- 
straining smoke  in  ofBros  and  ware- 
houses, which  make  up  that  part  of 
Lomlon  far  more  than  domiciles  and 
residences.  The  last  advantage  is  a 
most  important  one  belonging  to  the 
City,  and  should  not  be  forgotten  by 
your  Lordships.  If  the  result  was  good, 
other  Local  Bodies  would  exert  them- 
selves, and  the  whole  of  London  would 
be  gradually  purified,  at  least  of  the 
carbonic  matter  which  oppresses  it.  If 
tho  result  was  bad,  nothing  more  would 
follow,  except  a  bettor  heating  apparatus 
in  new  buildings,  which  the  Bill  pro- 
vides for.  More  I  should  scarcely  add 
to  justify  my  limited  demand  upon  the 
House,  if  it  were  not  that  the  Vestry  of 
St.  James's,  under  great  misapprohea- 
sion,  as  I  shall  soon  point  out,  have 
petitioned  against  the  measure  being 
adopted.  The  Vestry  of  St.  James's, 
whose  Petition  I  have  carefully  exa- 
mined, quite  forget  that,  as  regards 
themselves,  there  is  nothing  compulsory 
or  threatening.  If  they  do  not  like  the 
power,  they  need  not  exercise  it.  The 
force  will  only  be  a  latent  one.  It  can- 
not injure  or  embai-rass  them.  Indeed, 
their  modesty  is  singular.  It  is  a  pro- 
clamation of  unfitness  to  be  invested 
with  a  right  to  act  in  a  given  manner, 
which,  as  thej'  think,  may  lead  to  in- 
convenience. But  if  it  leads  to  incon- 
venience ill  their  eyes,  of  course  it  can- 
not be  exerted.  They  cannot  mean  that 
the  temptation  will  be  so  great  that, 
against  their  better  judgment,  they  will 
use  it.  They  can  hardly  urge  either 
that,  because  they  are  not  prepared  to 
exercise  the  right,  no  other  Local  Body 
should  possess  it.  Although  they  repre- 
sent a  celebrated  parish,  are  they  the 
only  Local  Body  to  whom  prudence  has 
been  granted?  The  Petition  is  not  so 
much  unfounded  as  irrelevant.  If  the  in- 
habitants of  St.  James's  united  to  petition 
against  imparting  a  new  power  to  the 
Vestry,  which  might  bo  dangerously  re- 
sorted to,  their  language  would  be  per- 
fectly intelligible.  But  nothing  of  tbo 
kind  has   happened.     The  inhabit«(nta 
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regard  tlie  Vestry  with  confidence,  which 
has  not  been  diminished,  but  which  the 
Vestry  blushes  to  enjoy,  awakened  to  a 
sudden  consciousness  of  dangerous  falli- 
bility. It  is  true  the  Vestry  urge  that 
science  has  not  gone  far  enough  to  make 
tho  object  of  the  Bill  attainable.  That 
point  might  be  insisted  on  in  their  pro- 
ceedings, as  a  reason  for  not  exercising 
the  new  authority  conferred ;  but  it  is 
not  a  reason  for  withholding  it.  It  might 
be  shown,  with  ease,  that  a  Bill  of  this 
kind  is  certain  to  advance  the  science  of 
mechanical  invention,  which  they  think 
defective,  if  enacted.  But  on  the  ques- 
tion of  mechanical  invention  being  in- 
adequate I  join  issue  with  the  Vestry 
altogether.  I  am  prepared  to  show  that 
g^eat  facilities  exist  for  averting  snioke 
in  houses  at  this  moment.  It  may  be 
prudent  to  remark  at  first  that  I  have 
for  years  attended  to  this  point,  in  con- 
cert with  a  scientific  engineer,  whose 
mind  has  been  directed  to  all  the  intri- 
cacies of  the  problem.  We  have  made 
various  experiments  together.  We  re- 
cently inspected  all  the  fireplaces  the 
Health  Exhibition  furnishes,  and  he  is 
thoroughly  conversant  with  everything 
which  appeared  before  in  the  same  lino 
at  the  South  Kensington  Museum.  These 
are  the  leading  methods  by  which  smoke 
may  be  prevented.  You  might  attempt 
the  Jiusaiau  system  of  central  furnaces 
in  houses,  bj'  which  hot  air  or  hot  water 
is  distributed  to  rooms  in  flues  or  pipes 
respectively.  You  might  make  that 
central  furnace  smokeless,  on  the  prin- 
ciple by  which  Lord  Palmerston's  en- 
actments are  carried  out.  wherever  they 
are  operative.  8uch  a  change  would 
be  too  violent,  although  the  merit  of 
the  system  in  diffusing  equal  warmth 
is  undeniable.  In  this  way,  St.  Peters- 
burg becomes  almost  a  winter  quarter. 
To  pass  on  to  another,  a  mechanical  in- 
ventor came  to  me  the  other  day,  and 
explained  his  mode  of  inti'odncing  ori- 
fices at  the  top  of  chimneys,  by  which 
the  draught  is  so  augmented  that  it  be- 
omes  easy  to  bum  coke  or  anthracite  in 
ordinary  fireplaces.  They  may  be  burnt 
in  ordinaiy  fireplaces  if  there  is  suffi- 
cient draught,  and  they  are  smokeless. 
Next,  1  may  touch  upon  the  principle  of 
Arnott,  by  which  coals  are  constantlj- 
moved  upwards,  instead  of  added  to  the 
surface,  and  thus  ignition  forwarded 
while  smoke  is  overcome,  since,  when 
ignition   is  complete,   smoke   naturally 
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vanishes.     Some  years  ago,  a  gentleman 
in  .Stratford  Place,   who  is   not   livings 
now,  resorted  to  this  method  over  nearly 
all  his  house,  which  I  have  visited,  and 
deemed  it  thoroughly  successftil.  Asbes- 
tos is  a  good  expedient,  and,  lighted  up 
by  gas,  presents  a  cheap  and  unobjec- 
tionable fuel.     Gas  stoves  may  be  em- 
ployed, and  are  now  much  more  attrac- 
tive than  they  used  to  be.     (Jil  stoves 
may  be  substituted  where   gas  is  not 
laid  on ;    but,   unless  of  excellent  con- 
struction, do  not  recommend  themselves. 
The  best  invention  we  have  reached  as 
yet,  if  I  am  not  deceived,  is  that  of  the 
late  Sir  William  Siemens.     It  consists 
in  the  union  of  coke  and  gas,   so  that 
heat  is  thrown  out,   combustion  is  pro- 
moted, and  llanie  is  never  wanting.  The 
outlay  would  be  soon  recovered  in  the 
economy  of  chimney  sweeping.     In  an- 
swer to   the  Vestry  of   St.  James's,  I 
have    now    enumerated    seven     modes 
among   which    the  householder   would 
choose,  as  soon  as  the  Local  Body  of  his 
district  brought  the  law  to  bear  upon 
him.      Leaving  behind  these  technical 
researches,  there  is  a  wide  consideration 
which   might    recommend    the    second 
reading  to  j'our  Lordships.     This  Bill  is 
the   best   security   against   too   rapidly 
erecting  a  vast  and  central  Body  for  the 
government  of   London.     A  vast   and 
central  Body  of  that  kind  is  incompe- 
tent to  deal  with  smoke,  because  it  must 
bring  its  restrictive  effort  to  bear  upon 
the  whole  circumference  or  none  of  it. 
It  has  no  locus  itandi  for  a  partial  opera- 
tion.   It  could  not  fix  upon  one  district ; 
it  could  not  venture  to  control  the  aggre- 
gate of  districts.     It  would  be  disabled 
as  the  Legislature  is  disabled — except 
through   intermediate   agency — by   the 
necessity  of  acting  on  too  large  a  sur- 
face of  resistance.     To  conquer  smoke, 
you  must  uphold  a  distribution  of  muni- 
cipal authority.      But  it  by  no  means 
follows  that  the  existing  Vestries  ought 
to  be   perpetuated.      Under   this   Bill, 
they  may  appear  still  more  inadequate 
than  they  are  felt  to  be  already.     A  Bill 
of  this  kind  points  rather  to  the  control 
of  London  by  a  group  of  Corporations, 
with    a   well-poised    authority  to  lead 
them — such  as  the  late  Sir  George  Come- 
wall    Lewis,    such    as    the    late    John 
Stuart    Mill,    such    as     the    lamented 
politician,  Mr.  Buxton,   recommended; 
such    as   every  inquiry   has  proposed ; 
such  as  the  ezperienoe  of  the  present 
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Seseion  powerfully  urges.  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  ought  not  to  be 
alienated  from  tho  present  Bill  by  the 
expressions  I  have  hazarded,  and  that 
when  the  noble  Duke  the  Master  of  the 
Horse  is  known  to  be  in  favour  of  it.  It 
really  offers  them  a  good  retreat  from 
an  untenable  position.  But  those  who 
are  resolved  at  any  hazard  to  form  a 
large  and  central  power  for  directing 
the  Metropolis  are  bound  to  legislate 
effectually  against  smoke  before  they 
plunge  into  that  system.  It  might  up- 
htild  restraints  upon  the  evil ;  it  cannot 
possibly  initiate  them.  My  Lords,  if  I 
detain  the  House,  it  is  only  to  secure 
tho  Bill,  as  I  am  bound,  against  any 
dangerous  opposition.  It  is  well  known 
that  many  noble  Lords  have  leagued 
themselves  into  the  defence  of  liberty 
and  property,  and  that,  intent  upon  that 
aim,  they  view  all  legislation  with  con- 
siderable jealousy.  If,  however,  they 
oppose  every  project  which  involves  re- 
straint with  uudistinguishing  severity, 
their  cause  will  sutler,  their  end  will  be 
defeated,  and  they  will  come  to  be  re- 
garded as  tho  blind  and  zealous  scourges 
of  improvement.  If  you  condemn  all 
interference,  you  condemn  all  sanitary 
benefits.  I  share  the  docti-ino  of  these 
noble  Lords ;  but  it  ought  not  to  be 
exaggerated.  In  fact,  it  is  a  question 
of  degree.  They  ought  in  every  case  to 
ask,  is  the  object  great,  and  is  the  inter- 
ference moderate  and  limited  ?  The  ob- 
ject in  the  present  case  is  to  retain 
London  as  a  capital,  elevate  its  architec- 
ture, purify  its  atmosphere,  correct  its 
fogs,  and  check  the  inconveniences,  the 
depression,  the  disorders,  the  mortality 
they  generate.  The  interference  is  most 
guarded.  It  depends  upon  a  Local  Body 
which  the  householder  can  influence. 
No  course  of  action  is  dictated  to  him  ; 
no  right  is  overthrown.  On  general  and 
abstract  grounds  the  householder  is  no 
more  entitled  to  pour  smoke  out  of  a 
chimney  than  on  such  grounds  he  is  en- 
titled to  fling  sewage  from  a  garret.  It 
may  be  said  that  long  custom  bos  shel- 
tered one  of  these  proceedings  in  our 
capital.  No  doubt  it  is  so.  But  I  have 
often  been  informed  that  in  the  old  town 
of  Edinburgh  long  custom  authorized 
the  other.  When  it  was  first  restrained 
the  friends  of  liberty  and  property  may 
have  been  exceedingly  dissatisfied.  But, 
if  I  understand  the  noble  Lords  who 
fonu  this  League,  they  are  not  indill'ureut 


to  architectural  improvement.  They 
would  willingly  raise  Ix)ndon  to  a  higher 
level  than  it  has  yet  attained  in  every- 
thing which  relates  to  beauty,  order,  and 
magnificence.  Tho  Council  of  Archi- 
tecture have  furnighed  me  with  the  best 
authority  for  the  position  that,  until 
smoke  is  overcome,  these  ends  wiU  be 
frustrated.  It  is  that  of  the  late  Mr. 
Street,  in  his  Presidential  Address  of 
It)8I.  In  substance,  he  afErmed  that 
new  modes  of  heating  were  essential ; 
that  there  could  be  no  excellence  in  his 
(Mr.  Street's)  vocation,  however  just 
the  plan,  however  accurate  the  work- 
manship, if,  in  a  short  time,  the  colours 
and  materials  employed  were  certain  to 
degenerate.  I  have  heard  from  a  con- 
siderable quarter,  well  entitled  to  atten- 
tion, that  the  restraint  of  smoke  is  in- 
expedient; that  it  is  not  without  an 
hygienic  influence ;  that  it  dries  the  air, 
and  ought,  for  some  complaints,  to  be 
perpetuated.  A  theory  of  this  kind  was 
once  advanced  by  Horace  Walpole.  But 
there  is  a  fallacy  involved  in  the  opi- 
nion. The  atmosphere  is  dried  not  by 
smoke,  but  b^'  ignition.  It  is  quite  true 
that,  if  you  put  out  all  the  tires  of 
London,  more  humidity  would  follow ; 
but,  by  removing  the  carbonic  particles, 
an  opposite  result  is  fonvarded.  These 
carbonic  particles  attract  and  fix  the 
moisture,  which  would  otherwise  be 
volatile,  which  would  otherwise  ascend, 
and  thus  they  render  Loudon  damper 
than  it  would  be.  As  it  enters  the  do- 
main of  science,  I  have  brought  this 
point  under  the  notice  of  a  medical 
authority.  Of  all  the  grounds  which 
recommend  the  Bill,  those  which  relate 
to  atmospheric  influence  appear  to  me 
the  strongest.  At  present,  in  November 
and  December  the  most  important  public 
questions  are  resolved  by  Cabinets  in 
London,  under  conditions  which  must 
often  depress  the  mind  beneath  its  nor- 
mal level,  whether  of  invention,  enter- 
prize,  or  firmness.  But  I  will  not 
pursue  so  large  a  topic  at  this  moment, 
or  one  which  noble  Lords  on  either  side 
ore  so  well  qualified  for  judging.  My 
Lords,  although,  even  if  the  Bill  was 
negatived  to-day,  I  should  feel  no  doubt 
of  legislation  on  its  principle  eventually 
arriving,  the  result  would  be  in  a  high 
degree  unfavourable  to  its  object.  It 
would  discourage  unexpectedly  aud 
harshly  the  current  of  mechanical  in- 
vention which  exists,  aud  which  ia  still 
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desirable  to  give  perfection  to  the  va- 
rious contrivances  I  have  referred  to. 
It  would  be  taken  as  an  indication  that 
your  Lordships  are  not  disposed  at  any 
time  to  go  beyond  the  statutes  of  Lord 
Palmerston.  It  would  prevent  those 
statutes  from  being  more  rigorously 
executed.  It  would  proclaim  distrust  of 
Local  Bodies  with  the  City  at  the  head 
of  them.  It  would  furnish  Govern- 
ments, whoever  may  compose,  whoever 
may  direct  them,  with  a  pretext  for 
avoiding  or  abandoning  the  subject  as  a 
hopeless  one.  There  is  a  further  conse- 
quence to  mention.  At  a  time  when  the 
name  of  this  House  is  about,  or  has 
begun  already,  to  be  driven  to  and  fro 
between  the  battledores  of  faction,  it 
would  be  said  that  no  social  measure 
can  be  originated  in  it  with  any  prospect 
of  succeeding.  If,  on  the  contrary,  the 
second  reading  is  accepted,  there  will  be 
a  guarantee  that  the  House  is  not  in- 
different to  the  welfare  of  the  capital, 
however  slow  to  try  political  experi- 
ments. If  the  second  reading  is  accepted 
there  will  be  a  guarantee  that  the  House 
has  taken  for  its  motto  words  of  which 
I  cannot  find  an  adequate  translation, 
or  else  I  would  not  mention  them  in  the 
original — 

"  Kon  fumum  ex  fulgore,  sed  ez  fumo  dare 
lucem  cogitst," 

in  order  that  new  triumphs  may  occur 
in  architectural  as  well  as  sanitary  pro- 
gress. I  move  that  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time. 

Jl/ovtd,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2'." 
—{The  Lord  Stratheden  and  Campbell.) 

The  Eakl  of  DALH0U8IE  said, 
that  the  Government  could  not  accede 
to  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  be- 
cause it  was  still  their  intention,  at  some 
time  or  another,  to  pass  a  Bill  for  the 
Municipal  Government  of  London  ;  and 
in  spite  of  what  his  noble  Friend  (Lord 
Stratheden  and  Oampbeli)  had  said,  this 
was  a  subject  which  must  be  dealt  with 
by  a  Municipal  Council  of  the  whole 
Metropolis.  Moreover,  there  was  no 
chance  of  the  Bill  passing  into  law  at 
that  period  of  the  Session.  He  desired, 
however,  to  give  emphasis  to  the  first 
reason,  as  the  principal  one,  why  the 
Government  abstained  from  supporting 
this  measure.  He  miist  also  add  that 
there  did  not  appear  to  be  any  strong 
feeling  in  its  favour  on  the  part  of  those 
most  concerned  in  it. 

^ord  Stratheden  mi  CtmfbeH 


Thb  Mahqtjess  of  SALISBURY  said, 
he  did  not  wish  to  challenge  the  decision 
of  the  Government,  since  it  was  obvious 
that  if  the  Bill  were  to  go  any  further 
the  House  would  have  to  deal  with  it  at 
an  earlier  period  of  the  Session.  He 
wished,-  however,  to  protest  against  the 
remark  of  the  noble  Earl  opposite  (the 
Earl  of  Dalhousie),  that  they  must  wait 
for  legislation  in  regard  to  the  govern- 
ment of  London  before  any  of  those  ques- 
tions aflPecting  the  Metropolis  were  taken 
in  hand.  He  thought  that  that  was 
a  practical  arrest  of  all  legislation  of 
that  kind  for  a  considerable  time  to 
come. 

Eael  GRANVILLE  said,  he  thought 
that  this  was  a  matter  in  which  they 
might  exercise  some  individual  influence. 
Many  of  their  Lordships  were  influential 
members  of  the  committees  of  clubs,  who 
were,  in  his  opinion,  among  the  greatest 
offenders  in  this  respect.  They  were, 
no  doubt,  most  hospitable  institutions; 
but  every  day  they  poured  forth  immense 
vohimes  of  smoke,  to  the  great  detri- 
ment of  the  surrounding  atmosphere. 
Another  new  offender  he  had  noticed 
was  the  great  hotel  in  Trafalgar  Square, 
where,  no  doubt,  without  any  idea  of  the 
consequences,  a  huge  volume  of  smoke 
was  now  poured  out.  All  this  showed 
that  this  was  a  question  by  which  thepr 
might  with  advantage  use  their  indi- 
vidual exertions.  

The  Eabl  of  HARROWBT  said,  ho 
thought  that  the  noble  Lord  opposite 
(Lord  Stratheden  and  Campbell)  de- 
served very  great  credit  for  this  attempt 
to  deal  with  a  great  evil ;  and  he  should 
be  sorry  if  the  Bill  was  dealt  with  by 
their  Lordships  in  a  manner  which 
showed  a  want  of  sympathy  in  the  sub- 
ject. There  was  nothing  more  de- 
pressing to  the  poor  of  the  Metropolis 
than  the  dark  canopy  of  smoke  wnioh 
enveloped  the  town,  and  the  dust  and 
soot  which  covered  everything  in  their 
houses,  and  amidst  which  they  lived. 
He  could  only  hope  that  when  the  House 
came  to  deal  with  the  matter,  they  would 
do  so  in  a  manner  which  showed  that 
they  were  conscious  of  the  mag^tude  of 
the  evil. 

LoHD  MOUNT  -  TEMPLE  said,  he 
considered  that  the  question  was  too 
large  to  be  dealt  with  by  a  private  Mem- 
ber, though,  in  common  with  the  noble 
Earl  opposite  (the  Earl  of  Harrowby), 
he  must  acknowledge  the  obligationa 


MSI  Smoke  J^uiianee  Abatmtnt  {J XTLY  81,1664]  {Mttropolit)  Bill.  1138 


under  wbicli  they  lay  to  his  noble  Friend 
(Lrtrd  Strathodcn  and  Campbell)  for 
havinf^  called  attention  to  the  subject. 
While  he  (Lord  Mount-Temple)  was  in 
favour  of  some  general  measure  to  apply 
to  the  whole  Metropolis,  it  should  be 
kept  in  mind  that  the  Local  Authorities 
had  the  best  chance  of  knowing  the 
exact  desires  of  the  district  which  they 
administered.  It  would  be  useful,  there- 
fore, if  they  were  allowed  powers  of 
adapting  a  general  measure  to  the  par- 
ticular wants  of  tiieir  district. 

TuE  EahlofEEDESDALE  (Chair- 
MA>f  of  CoMMiiTEEs)  said,  that  he  would 
look  with  very  great  jealousy  upon  the 
granting  of  these  powers  to  the  Local 
Authorities.  The  matter  was  one  which 
required  very  great  attention  to  details. 
If  powers  were  given  to  Local  Autho- 
rities, and  if  two  neighbouring  parishes 
were  to  differ,  it  would  lead  to  consider- 
able difficulties.  Not  only  that,  but  it 
would  be  objectionable  to  have  a  set  of 
b3'e-Iaw8  adopted  by  one  Vestry  on  the 
subject,  wlule  no  similar  restrictions 
were  in  forf:e  under  adjacent  Vestries. 
Ho  thought  it  would  be  necessary  to 
have  some  general  scheme,  and  not 
leave  too  much  to  the  Local  Bodies. 
He,  therefore,  hoped  the  matter  would 
be  taken  up  by  the  Government. 

Earl  FORTESCUE  said,  he  deeply 
regretted  tliat  the  Government  had 
wished  to  deprive  them  of  the  oppor- 
tunity of  recording  their  opinion  on  the 
principle  of  the  Hill,  with  which  he  cor- 
dially sympathized  ;  and  that  they  must, 
80  to  speak,  liold  their  admiration  of  the 
principle  in  reserve  until  the  passing  of 
Bome  gigautic  scheme  for  suhjecting  all 
the  4,000,000  of  people  in  London  to 
one  centralized  authority. 

Lord  TRUEO  said,  he  thought  it  was 
due  to  the  noble  Lord  who  had  moved 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  (Lord 
Stratheden  and  Campbell)  to  aeluiow- 
ledge  the  good  intentions  evinced  in  the 
effort  he  was  making  to  deal  with  this 
subject;  hut,  in  hia  (Lord  Truro's)  view, 
it  was  just  one  of  those  questions  which 
must  be  dealt  with  rather  by  the  Govern- 
ment than  by  a  private  Member.  He  con- 
sidered, however,  that  it  would  be  ex- 
tremely difficult,  owing  to  the  varying 
structure  of  houses  in  London  and  other 
circumstances,  to  carry  out  legislation  on 
that  subject  with  any  degree  of  uniformity. 

Loiui  STRATHEDEN  Axn  CAMP- 
BELL :  My  Lords,  I  am  compelled  to 


make  a  few  remarks  before  this  question 
is  disposed  of.  It  seems  to  me  the 
House  can  hardly  be  directed  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government  on  this  occasion, 
as  they  have  heard  one  speech  against 
the  Bill  from  the  Treasury  Bench,  and 
another  in  ita  favour.  The  speech 
against  it  from  the  uoble  Earl  who  fol- 
lowed me  (the  Earl  of  Dalhousie)  was 
based  a  good  deal  on  an  extraordinary 
statement  that  the  Bill  had  gained  no 
countenance  in  London.  I  feel  entitled 
to  protest  against  that  statement,  having 
already  mentioned  that,  on  the  1 0th  of 
July,  it  won  the  sanction  of  a  public 
meeting  in  the  City  under  its  first  magis- 
trate, and  I  also  enumerated  other  quar- 
ters where  it  is  approved.  The  noble 
Marquess  opposite  (the  Marquess  of 
Salisbury)  has  not  attempted,  nor  do  I 
believe  he  wished,  to  overthrow  a  single 
proposition  by  which  it  was  maintained, 
that  the  second  reading  ought  to  be 
adopted.  Whatever  falls  from  the  noble 
Earl  the  Chairman  of  Committees  de- 
serves and  gains  consideration  from 
your  Lordships.  But  there  is  no  ground 
for  apprehending  in  tlie  Local  Bodies  too 
much  impatience  to  exett  the  discre- 
tionary power  when  they  have  it.  In 
St.  James's  it  is  clear  that  thoy  are  not 
at  all  disposed  to  use  it,  As  it  is  only 
proposed  to  read  the  Bill  a  second  time 
this  Session,  it  is  not  necessary  to  defend 
it  as  if  it  was  on  the  border  of  the 
.Statute  Book.  The  noble  Earl  beneath 
(Earl  Fortescue),  and  the  noble  Lord 
upon  the  left  (Lord  Mount-Temple),  have 
given  it  support  so  perfectly  unanswered, 
that  I  am  bound  to  ask  your  Lordships 
to  divide  upon  it.  I  am  bound  still  more 
by  uiy  own  language,  in  the  sense  that 
the  defeat  of  such  a  Bill  at  such  a  time 
would  add  something  to  the  elements 
of  obloquy  accumulating  out-of-doors 
against  the  House  and  ita  decisions.  I 
may  incur  defeat ;  but  it  is  better  than 
the  discredit  which  would  justly  fall  upon 
me,  if,  without  a  plea  of  any  kind,  I  with- 
drew a  Bill,  on  which  even  Her  Majesty's 
Government  are  free  to  vote  according  to 
their  judgment.  I  ask  the  House  at 
once  to  go  to  a  division. 

On  Question  ?  Their  Lordships  divided: 
— Contents  31  ;  Not-Contents  17  :  Ma- 
jority 14. 

Reiolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Bill  read  2'  accordingly. 
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CANAL  BOATS  ACT  (1877)  AMENDMENT 

BnJ..— No.  (198.) 

(The  Lord  Carn'ngton.) 

COMMITTEE. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  House  to  he 
put  into  Committee,  read. 

Moved,  "That  thiR  House  do  now  re- 
solve itself  into  Conimittee  on  the  said 
Bill."— (r*«  Lord  Carrington.) 

'The  Eahi,  of  WEMYSS  said,  he 
■wished  to  eay  a  ft<w  words  in  reference 
to  this  Bill,  which  he  looked  upon,  to 
a  great  extent,  aa  a  piece  of  superfluous 
legislation.  The  Canal  Boats  Act  of 
1877  provided  that  boats  which  were 
inhabited  during  the  day  or  night  were 
to  be  reckoned  as  dn'ellin|j:s,  and 
treated  accordingly.  They  had  to  be 
registered  by  the  registration  authori- 
ties— namely,  the  Sanitary  Authorities 
having  districts  abutting  on  the  canal 
where  the  boats  plied.  A  registration 
fee  had  to  be  paid,  and  the  Local 
Government  Board  had  the  power  to 
regulate  those  fees,  and  for  the  letter- 
ing, marking,  and  numbering  of  the 
boats,  &c.  The  Local  Government 
Board  had  also  the  power,  under  the 
existing  Act,  to  fix  the  number,  age, 
and  sex  of  the  iiersons  to  be  allowed  to 
dwell  Ln  a  canal  boat,  the  power  to 
regulate  the  cubic  space  of  air  and 
ventilation,  the  separation  of  the  sexes, 
the  general  healthiness  and  convenience 
of  accommodation,  and  the  removal  of 
persons  affected  with  infectious  disease, 
and  might  detain  the  boats  for  the  pur- 
poses of  disinfection.  It  was  also  pro- 
Tided  that  officials  of  registi-ation  or 
Sanitary  Authorities  might  enter  a  canal 
boat  by  day  for  purposes  of  inspection, 
and  that  a  fine  of  £2  would  be  incurred 
for  obstructing  the  officials  in  their 
examination.  Children  on  registered 
canal  boats  were  brought  under  the 
Elementary  Education  Acts,  and  provi- 
sion was  made  for  the  continuous  in- 
struction of  a  child  in  the  sevej-al  schocd 
districts  through  which  the  boat  to 
which  he  belonged  successively  passed. 
Their  Lordships,  he  thought,  would  see 
that  these  provisions  were  already  very 
stringent,  stronger  and  more  stringent 
provisions  by  far  than  any  which  were 
applied  to  houses  in  any  towns  on  shore, 
or  in  ships  afloat.  He  contended  that 
the  Seport  of  the  Registrar  General  did 
not  bear  out  altogether  the  statements  of 


Mr.  George  Smith,  of  Coalville,  to  whose 
efforts  this  legislation  was  due ;  and  be 
ventui-ed  to  think  that  if  any  attempt 
wore  made  to  apply  to  working  men's 
houses  in  the  Metropolis,  or  in  any 
other  of  our  large  towns,  the  powers 
given  under  the  Act  of  187"  as  re- 
garded canal  boats,  it  would  not  be  lis- 
tened to  for  a  moment,  and  would  not 
be  sanctioned  by  the  other  House  of 
Parliament.  It  appeared  to  him,  there- 
fore, that  it  was  not  desirable  to  extend 
this  kind  of  legislation.  He  desired 
to  point  out  that  the  present  Bill 
sought  to  draw  tightor  the .  restrictions 
placed  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the 
canal  boats  by  the  Act  of  1877.  The 
main  provision  of  the  measure  was 
one  to  which  he  wished  to  draw  their 
Lordships'  particular  attention.  It 
was  to  the  effect  that  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  had  to  appoint  a  special 
staff  of  Inspectors  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
specting the  work  of  the  Inspectors  of 
the  local  registration  or  Sanitary  Autho- 
rities. He  might  say — he  thought  with 
justice — that  the  Inspector  in  this  coun- 
try was  becoming  a  public  nuisance. 
Here,  for  example,  it  was  provided  that 
Inspectors  were  to  be  appointed  to  in- 
spect— for  what  purpose  ? — Inspectors. 
There  were  already  Inspectors,  sanitary 
and  educationol,  working  under  the 
Local  Government  Board ;  and  because 
Mr.  George  Smith,  of  Coalville,  was  not 
satisfied,  it  was  asked  that  more  should 
be  appointed.  Speaking  on  this  ques- 
tion of  Inspectors  last  j'ear,  he  had  said 
that  an  Englishman,  instead  of  having 
no  shadow  like  Peter  Schlemil,  would 
soon  have  two — his  own  shadow  and  the 
shadow  of  the  Government  Inspector ; 
but  if  this  Bill  passed  he  would  have 
three — his  own  shadow,  the  Inspector's 
shadow,  and  the  shadow  of  the  In- 
spector's Inspector.  He  thought  this  was 
a  superfluous  measure,  and  in  it  philan- 
thropists showed  that  their  zeal  outran 
their  discretion.  In  the  case  of  a  philan- 
thropist like  Mr.  George  Smith,  it  was 
well  that  their  Lordships  should  know 
what  was  before  them  in  the  matter  of 
legislation  on  social  lines.  Mr.  Smith 
was  not  only  anxious  for  legislation 
dealing  with  canal  boats,  but  for  travel- 
ling vans  throughout  the  country.  He 
was  also  anxious  that  the  gipsies  should 
become  settled  members  of  society  ;  but 
how  did  he  propose  to  convert  them 
into  such  ?    In  a  Memorandum  which 
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Mr.  Smith  handed  in  to  the  Select  Com- 
mittfo  last  year,  ha  showed  how  he 
would  deal  with  the  gipsies,  and  men- 
tioned his  plans  for  putting  them  under 
State  inspection  in  the  same  way  as  the 
canal  population.     He  said — 

"  I  would  grant  to  each  (gipey)  family  of  man, 
wife,  and  two  children  four  acreii.  .  .  .  The 
Government  should  grant  small  sums  of  money 
to  the  tenants  by  way  of  loan,  at  a  small  in- 
terest, to  enable  them  to  erect  a  hut,  and  to  pro- 
vide food  for  the  first  year.  I  should  think 
£100  for  each  family  would  bo  amply  aufiieiunt 
to  tide  them  over  the  first  year,  and  to  be  spent 
as  follows: — £30  for  the  hut,  £40 for  one  yejir's 
keep,  £17  for  a  little  Welsh  cow,  £3  for  a  pig 
and  fowls,  and  £IU  for  tools  and  implements." 

This  was  the  sort  of  legislation  they 
were  threatened  with  from  philan- 
thropists in  these  Socialistic  days ;  and 
he  could  not  help  thinking  that,  in  the 
case  of  all  Bills  of  this  kind,  it  would 
be  well  to  call  them  in  future  "little 
Welsh  cows." 

Loud  CAERINGTON  said,  he  did 
not  complain  of  the  speech  of  the  noblo 
Earl  opposite  (the  Earl  of  Womyss); 
but  ho  mu.st  take  exception  to  one  re- 
mark which  he  had  made.  That  remark 
was  to  the  effect  that  this  Bill  was  super- 
fluous. He  (Lord  Carrington)  main- 
tained that  it  was  not  superfluous.  If 
the  Act  of  1877  had  been  beneficial  in 
its  effect,  it  had  also  been  found  to  hare 
Bome  defects  as  well.  Those  defects  were 
remedied  in  the  Bill  now  before  their 
Lordships,  which  consisted  of  additions 
and  explanations.  He  believed  it  was 
Clause  4,  dealing  with  the  Inspectors, 
which  the  noble  Earl  opposite  proposed 
to  cut  out  of  the  Bill ;  he  hoped  to  be 
able  to  show,  when  they  went  into  Com- 
mittee, that  it  would  be  inadvisable  to 
do  BO.  He  also  hoped  their  Lordships 
woiild  support  him. 

Motion  agreed  to ;  House  in  Committee 
accordingly. 

Glauses  1  to  3,  inclusive,  agreed  to. 

Clause  4  (Inquiries  and  report  by 
Local  Government  Board). 

The  Eakl  of  WEMYSS,  in  moving 
the  omission  of  the  clause,  said,  it  pro- 
posed to  appoint  additional  Iiuspeotors. 
He  thought  they  were  quite  unnecessary, 
and  should,  therefore,  move  its  rejection. 

Moved,  "That  the  Clause  be  omitted 
from  the  Bill."— (TA/j  Marl  of  Wemysi.) 

LoRT.  CARRINGTON,  in  supporting 
the  retention  of  the  clause,  said,  that  the 
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duty  of  enforcing  the  Act  remained  with 
the  Local  Authorities,  many  of  whom  had 
acted  uncommonly  well.  There  were 
instances,  however,  in  which  it  could  not 
be  denied  that  they  had  rather  failed  in 
their  duty  ;  and  the  object  was  that  the 
Inspector,  by  visiting  the  canal  boats  in 
the  different  disti-icts,  should  ascertain 
how  the  Local  Authorities  were  doing 
their  work. 

Tub  E.\ri,  of  KIMBERLEY  said, 
thai,  in  his  opinion,  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill  were  in  exact  accordance  with  the 
policy  which  had  been  usually  pursued 
by  Parliament  in  legislation  of  thiskiad. 
It  was  the  ordinary  practice,  and  a  ne- 
cessary one,  when  they  gave  such  powers 
to  Local  Authorities,  for  the  Central  Au- 
thority to  appoint  Inspectors  to  see  that 
they  did  their  duty  efficiently. 

Eahl  FORTESCDE,  in  supporting 
the  Ameudment,  said,  ho  considered  so 
many  Inspectors  superfluous.  They  did 
not  require  the  agency  of  a  steam-engine 
to  draw  a  cork. 

On  Question,  "That  the  Clause  stand 
poi-t  of  the  Bill  ?  " 

There  being  no  Second  Teller  for  the 
Not-Contents, 

Amendment  diiagreed  to. 

Remaining  Clauses  agreed  to,  with 
Amendments. 

On  the  Motion  of  The  Lord  Cabeino- 
TOjf,  the  following  new  Clause  interted 
after  Clause  5  : — 

"  The  Education  Department  shall  svsry 
year  report  to  Parliament  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  thu  Klementary  Education  Acts,  1870 
and  1S73,  1876  and  1880,  are  enforced  with 
respect  to  children  in  canal  bouts,  and  shall  for 
that  purpose  direct  Uer  ilajesty's  Inspeetor  of 
Schools  to  communicate  with  the  School  Boards 
and  School  Attendance  Oommittees  in  their 
district." 

The  Report  of  the  Amendments  to  be 
received  on  l\teiday  next ;  and  Bill  to  be 
printed  as  amended.     (No.  228.) 

CHOLERA  HOSPITALS  (IRELAND) 

BILL.— (No.  204.) 

( Tht  Lord  K'niu. ) 

COMMITTEE. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  House  to  be 
put  into  Committee,  read. 

Moved,  "That  the  House  do  now 
resolve  itself  into  Committee  upon  the 
said  Bill."— (77i«  Lord  Keant.) 
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Thb  Eabl  of  MILLTOWN  said,  he 
thought  their  Lordships  were  entitled  to 
some  explanation  in  regard  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Bill,  and  the  source  whence 
it  came.  It  was  hardly  respectful  to 
their  Lordships  to  propose  to  go  into 
Committee  upon  the  Bill  without  some 
such  explanation.  He  had  looked  at 
the  Bill,  and  he  found  that  it  was  a 
measure  of  very  considerable  stringency 
and  scope,  giving  Sanitary  Authorities 
in  Ireland  power  to  take  possession  of 
land  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  cholera 
hospitals,  and  also  providing  for  the  in- 
fliction oJE  very  severe  penalties  on  per- 
sons interfering  with  the  officers  of  the 
Sanitary  Authorities,  or  persons  deputed 
by  them  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of 
the  Act.  One  of  the  provisions  was, 
that  any  person  so  interfering  might  be 
summarily  convicted  by  two  Justices,  or 
one  stipendiary  magistrate,  and  sentenced 
to  a  term  of  imprisonment  not  exceeding 
six  months,  apparently  without  the  al- 
ternative of  a  fine.  The  Bill  might  be  a 
necessary  one  ;  but  he  thought  they  were 
entitled  to  some  light  as  to  where  it 
came  from.  He  knew,  of  course,  that 
it  came  from  the  House  of  Commons; 
but  he  was  not  aware  who  had  charge 
of  it  there.  They  were  all  the  more 
entitled  to  hear  something  about  it, 
inasmuch  as  the  wording  of  the  Bill  was 
very  remarkable.  Clause  2  provided 
that  certain  notices  should  be  posted  on 
the  "  walls  of  the  Union."  What  did 
the  drafter  of  the  Bill  think  a  "  Union  " 
was  ?  Did  he  imagine  it  to  be  a  room, 
or  a  park  ?  Then,  the  last  clause  was 
one  the  meaning  of  which  utterly  puzzled 
him;  for  it  said  that  "when  the  Sani- 
tary Authorities  of  any  Maritime  Union" 
—  what  on  earth  was  a  Maritime 
Union  ?— 

"That  -when  the  Sanitary  Authorities  of  a 
Maritime  Union  had  been  directed  by  order  of 
the  Local  GoTemment  Board  to  exercise  juris- 
diction for  the  prevention  or  suppression  of 
cholera  over  any  port  which  included  portions 
of  any  other  Union  or  Unions,  then  the  words 
'  sanitary  district '  in  this  Act  shall  be  con- 
strued to  include  such  portions  of  the  lands 
comprised  within  the  limits  of  the  said  port  as 
lie  within  one  mile  of  high- water  mark." 

He  fairly  failed  to  comprehend   what 
this  meant. 

After  a  pause, 

Thb  MAKaxTEss  OF  SALISBURY  asked 
whether  Her  Majesty's  Qovemment  had 
any  information  to  give  the  House  re- 


specting the  Bill?  Had  they  taken 
charge,  or  in  any  way  made  themselves 
responsible  for  it  ? 

Eabl  GBANVILLE  :  Certainly  not. 
The  noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord  Keane) 
is  in  charge  of  the  Bill. 

The  Marqttess  op  WATEEFORD 
said,  that,  while  agreeing  that  some  ex- 
planation was  certainly  required  respect- 
ing the  Bill,  he  thought  it  would  be  a 
great  pity  if  it  were  lost.  Cholera  was 
too  evidently  approaching  our  shores, 
and  although  some  Amendments  were 
required,  the  Bill  was  very  useful.  He 
thought  the  House  ought  to  g^  into 
Committee,  and  consider  the  clauses. 

After  a  further  pause, 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY 
said,  he  was  surprised  that  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  had  expressed  no 
opinion  with  reference  to  the  mea- 
sure. The  matter  was  one  in  regard 
to  which  they  were  entitled  to  ask 
for  their  advice.  He,  also,  should 
be  sorry  if  it  were  lost,  and  once  more 
invited  the  opinion  of  the  Government 
upon  it. 

Eabl  GRANVILLE  said,  that  as  hie 
noble  Friend  the  Lord  President  of  the 
Council  (Lord  Carlingford)  was  unavoid- 
ably absent,  and  as  he  (Earl  Granville) 
was  not  present  when  the  Bill  was  in- 
troduced, it  would,  perhaps,  be  better 
to  go  into  Committee,  and  then,  if 
thought  desirable,  report  Progress  upon 
the  Bill,  in  order  to  aflFord  noble  Lords 
on  both  sides  of  the  House  an  oppor- 
tunity for  forming  a  judgment  with  re- 
gard to  the  measure. 

Lord  FITZGERALD  said,  that  he 
had  carefully  considered  the  Bill,  and 
had  given  Notice  of  several  Amendments 
in  it  with  the  view  of  making  it  safe, 
and  of  preventing  it  from  being  abused. 
If  those  Amendments  were  inserted, 
he  believed  they  would  carry  out  that 
purpose.  The  Bill  provided  for  a  pass- 
ing emergency,  being  intended  to  be  in 
operation  only  till  May  1,  1885;  and  it 
was  almost  identical  with  one  that  had 
been  passed  last  year  for  a  temporary 
purpose.  In  point  of  fact,  it  was  simply 
a  renewal  of  that  measure.  It  would 
enable  the  inhabitants  of  a  district,  on 
the  certificate  of  the  medical  officers  of 
the  Union  of  the  existence  of  Indian 
cholera  in  the  district,  to  take  immediate 
steps  for  the  erection  of  a  cholera  hos- 
pital in  the  district.    He  recommended 
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the  House  to  go  ialo  Committeo  upon 
the  Bill. 

TnK  Earl  of  MILLTOWN  said,  thut, 
in  view  of  the  announ<.'ement  of  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  ojiposito  (Lord 
Fitzgerald),  he  would  not  persist  in  his 
opposition  to  the  Bill.  He  must,  how- 
ever, at  the  same  time,  protest  against 
Her  Majesty's  Government  taking  no 
part  in  the  decision  of  the  question. 

Motion  agreed  to ;  House  in  Committee 
accordingly. 

TnB  ExRL  or  MILLTOWN  said,  that 
the  author  of  the  Bill  in  the  other  House 
might  have  supplied  a  translation  of  the 
phrases  used. 

Amendments  made:  The  Report  there- 
of to  bo  received  on  ifondai/  next ;  and 
Bill  to  be  printed  as  amended.  (No.  229. ) 

jrUNICIPAL  ELECTIONS  (OORRITPT 

AND  ILLEGAL  PRACTICES)  BILL. 

{The  Earl  of  yorthhreok.) 

(no.   212.)      SECOND   BEADIKO. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  tho  Second  Read- 
ing, read. 

The  E*.rl  of  NORTHBROOK,  in 
moving  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time,  said,  that  its  object  was 
to  extend,  in  the  main,  the  principle  of 
the  Act  parsed  last  year  dealing  with 
corrupt  priictioes  at  Parliamentoi-y  elec- 
tions, not  only  to  municipal  elections 
proper,  but  elections  for  Boards  of 
(ruardians,  Local  Government  Boards, 
Town  Improvement  Commissioners,  and 
School  Boards.  It  was  a  purelj-  English 
measiu'e,  applyingto neither  Scotland  nor 
Ireland.  It  was  to  provide  against  illegal 
practices  and  illegal  payments.  The 
BUI  had  been  before  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Law  in  the  other  House,  and 
had  parsed  through  that  House  with 
very  general  assent,  and  it  was  hoped 
that  it  would  prevent  corrupt  practices 
ot  elections.  He  moved  the  second 
rea<ling. 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  benowread  2*." 
—{Tfie  Earl  of  Norfhbrook.) 

The  E.'uaL  of  MILLTOWN  said,  he 
fult  great  regret  and  surprise  that  Ire- 
land had  been  omitted  from  the  Bill. 
Why  that  had  boon  done  perhaps  the 
noble  Earl,  or  some  of  his  Colleagues, 
would  explain,  as  Ireland  was  included 
in  the  Bill  up  to  the  last  moment,  and, 
indeed,  passed  through   the   Standing 


Committee  with  "  Ireland  "  in  it.  Ho 
did  not  know  that  there  were  any  cor- 
rupt practices  at  Iribh  elections ;  but 
there  certainly  was  terrorism,  and  that 
might  be  the  reason  why  some  Members 
in  the  other  House  objected  to  tho  ap- 
plication of  the  Bill  to  Ireland.  He 
asked,  why  had  Ireland  been  omitted  ? 
Unless  a  satisfaotory  reason  were  given 
for  it,  he  should  move  to  re-insert  the 
word  "  Ireland." 

The  Earl  of  NORTHBROOK  said, 
his  answer  to  tho  question  was  a  very 
simple  one.  It  was,  that  great  objec- 
tion was  taken  by  Irish  Members  to  the 
Bill  being  applied  to  Ireland,  and  that 
the  objection  was  of  such  a  nature  that, 
if  Ireland  had  not  been  excepted,  tho 
Bill  would  probably  not  have  been 
pu.ssed  this  Session,  and  it  was  thought 
better  to  retain  it  so  far  as  it  related  to 
England. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY 
stiiil,  ho  wished  to  point  out  that  the 
limitation  of  expense  as  fixed  in  tho 
Bill  was  placed  at  a  very  low  figure, 
and  he  had  heard  complaints  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  work  the  scheme. 
Although  it  might  su6Bee  in  some  places, 
it  would  be  found,  on  inquiry,  utterly 
insufficient  in  others.  Ho  thought  that 
was  a  point  which  ought  to  be  carefully 
considered,  more  especially  as  the  figures 
now  in  the  Bill  wore  not  those  which 
were  in  it  when  it  first  appeared.  He 
desired  also  to  suggest  the  Bill  shuuld 
be  made  uniform  as  to  duration  with  the 
Act  of  last  year.  That  Act  was  limited 
to  a  certain  period,  whereas  this  Bill 
was  permanent. 

Tub  Earl  of  LONGFORD  agreed 
with  the  noble  Earl  (the  Earl  of  Milltown) 
that  the  Bill  might  properly  be  applied  to 
Ireland.  Practices  amounting  to  terror- 
ism were  resorted  to  there,  to  deter  in- 
tending candidates  from  coming  for- 
ward, so  that  apparently  there  wore  few 
contests. 

Motitm  ai/reed  to  ;  Bill  read  2'  accord- 
ingly, and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  itonday  next. 

TRADE  AND  C05LMERCE  —  COMMER. 
CLUi  AGREEMENTS  WITH  FOREIGN 
COUNTRIES. 

QUESTION.       0B8MIVATI0N8. 

The  Earl  of  H  ARRO  WBY,  in  rising 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  lor  Foreign 
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Affairs,  What  is  thp  present  iiosition  of 
the  negotiatious  with  Spain,  Turkey,  and 
Japan  for  fresh  commercial  agreements, 
which  were  mentioned  in  Her  Majesty's 
Most  Gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne  ? 
said,  ho  should  not  have  thought  of 
raising  this  question  at  a  time  when  his 
noble  Friend  must  be  overwhelmed  with 
a  very  important  work,  but  for  the 
urgent  necessity  of  the  case.  He  hoped 
liis  noble  Friend,  if  not  then,  would,  at 
all  events,  soon  bo  able  to  give  them  the 
information  ho  asked  for.  It  was  griev- 
ously needed  by  many  persona  of  influ- 
ence and  consideration  in  the  country. 
He  would  only  say  that,  from  his  long 
connection  with  these  matters  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  ho  watched  them 
with  great  interest  and  anxiety,  and  also 
any  announcements  with  respect  to  com- 
mercial affairs.  Unfortunately,  as  he 
had  heard  from  all  quarters,  the  state  of 
their  commerce  waa  such  as  to  cause  the 
greatest  anxiety  among  men  of  the 
greatest  experience ;  and  he  thought  they 
were  bound  to  take  every  opportunity  of 
impressing  on  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment the  groat  desirability  of  doing 
everything  that  was  possible  to  push  on 
whatever  negotiations  they  might  be  en- 
gaged in  with  foreign  countries  in  regard 
to  new  tariffs  and  other  similar  mattei-s, 
to  open  up  fresh  outlets  for  commerce. 
During  his  absence  abroad  for  the  bene- 
fit of  his  health,  ho  saw  with  the  greatest 
possible  satisfaction  that  the  Government 
had  announced  in  the  Queen's  Speech 
that  they  were  proceeding  to  take  steps 
with  regard  to  Spain,  Turkey,  and 
Japan,  with  the  objett  of  securing  en- 
larged commercial  intercourse  with  those 
countries.  From  his  connection  with 
Liverpool  and  other  circumstanoes,  he 
knew  that  commercial  circles  were  largely 
interested  in  the  countries  mentioned  in 
the  question,  especially  with  Spain.  In 
trade  matters,  Tm-key  had  always  been 
more  liberal  in  her  treatment  than  al- 
most anj'  other  country  in  Europe  ;  and 
he  hoped  the  noble  Earl  would  be  able 
to  assure  them  that,  if  they  did  not  get 
better  treatment,  thoy  should,  at  all 
events,  fare  as  well  in  the  future  as  they 
had  done  in  the  past.  As  to  Japan,  he 
would  point  out  that  the  tendency  of  the 
whole  people  was  for  larger  and  more 
extended  commercial  intercourse  with 
Europe.  Before  sitting  down,  he  could 
not  help  remarking  that  the  prolonged 
depression  of  trade  in  this  country  had  ] 

2^«  Earl  of  Harrouhy 


not,  up  to  the  present,  shown  any  satia- 
factory  signs  of  righting  itself;  and  to 
whatever  commercial  authority  they  ad- 
dressed themselves  they  would  find  that 
they  all  spoke  with  great  alarm  of  the  want 
of  elasticity  and  the  want  of  power  of  re- 
covery which  almost  every  trade  in  the 
country  showed.  Formerly  periods  of 
depression  were  succeeded  by  periods  of 
prosperity  ;  but  the  outlook  now  was  as 
depressing  as  ever.  When  they  spoke 
of  commercial  depression,  they  some- 
times forgot  what  a  terrible  meaning 
those  words  had  for  the  working  popu- 
lation. They  saw  something  to-day  in 
the  Bankruptcy  Returns  and  something 
in  tlio  number  of  unused  houses ;  they 
also  saw  a  diminishing  demand  among 
the  population  for  fresh  meat.  This, 
again,  re-acted  on  the  price  of  stock, 
butchers  being  unable  to  dispose  of  so 
much  as  they  used.  He  had  recently 
visited  a  leading  county  town,  and,  on 
asking  how  the  fanners  in  the  district 
were  getting  on,  be  had  been  told  that 
they  were  doing  very  badly,  because 
there  waa  no  active  demand  for  stock. 
One  butcher  in  the  town,  who  had  for- 
merly killed  14  sheep  a-week,  now  killed 
only  1 0  ;  and  he  (the  Earl  of  Harrowby) 
thought  that  waa  a  proof  that  working 
people  could  not  afford  to  buy  so  much 
butcher's  meat  as  formerly  on  account 
of  the  depression  of  trade.  Ho  trusted 
the  noble  Earl  would  be  able  to  supply 
a  satisfactory  answer  to  his  Question, 
and  to  assure  tliem  that  these  Treaties, 
which  promised  to  give  increased  open- 
ings to  our  commerce,  were,  if  not  con- 
cluded, at  any  rate  in  a  fair  way  of  being 
concluded. 

Eam,  GRANVILLE  :  My  Lords,  I 
am  aware  that  my  noble  Friend  and 
Relative  (the  Earl  of  Harrowby)  has, 
for  many  years,  taken  a  great  iuterebt 
in  all  commercial  questions ;  and,  there- 
fore, I  am  not  surprised  that  he  has  put 
this  Question  to  me,  which  relutes  to 
three  very  important  points.  With  re- 
gard to  Japan,  our  new  Minister  has  been 
for  some  time  there,  and  he  has  been 
constantly  in  communication  with  thf 
Japanese  Government  on  commercial 
matters  ;  but  this  simply  illustrates  what 
I  mentioned  before— that  the  revision 
of  the  Treaties  have  not  been  begun  yet 
in  consequence  of  some  of  the  European 
Represt'utativea  not  having  received 
their  instructions.  With  regard  to 
Spain,  Her  Majesty's  Government  attach 
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the  greatest  importauco  to  the  Protocol 
signed  by  the  Spanish  Minister  ami  the 
English  Representative  in  December  of 
lost  year.  The  reasons  why  we  deferred 
that  Protocol  are  stated  in  a  Parliamen- 
tary Paper  which  has  been  presented  to 
the  House.  They  are  shortly  these — 
It  was  found,  in  April  last,  that  in  con- 
sctpence  of  the  then  coming  election.s 
the  Sitting  of  the  Cortes  would  be  so 
short  that  it  would  be  impossible  for 
the  Spanish  Qovernment  to  press  upon 
the  Cortes  the  consideration  of  a  ques- 
tion of  that  sort ;  and  it  was,  there- 
fore, quite  necessary  to  defer  to  the 
December  Session  both  the  question 
of  the  English  Protocol  and  the  q\»08- 
tion  of  the  Treaties  and  Conventions 
which  had  been  signed  by  the  Spanish 
Government  and  by  other  European 
Powers.  That  being  the  case,  it  was 
impossible  for  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  make  a  corresponding  proposal 
to  Parliament  in  regard  to  that  Protocol, 
and  it  was  necessary  to  postpone  it  till 
next  Session.  It  can  only  then  bo  done 
if  the  Cortes  approve  of  the  Protocol. 
Our  Minister  in  Spain  is  still  in  com- 
munication with  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment on  the  subject,  and  he  is  under 
instructions  to  press  it  on  most  urgently. 
With  regard  to  Turkey,  the  position  is 
somewhat  different.  Delegates  have 
been  appointed,  and  they  are  at  this 
moment  considering  the  new  Tariff; 
but  they  have  not  yet  arrived  at  a  con- 
clusion which  will  enable  me  to  state 
anything  to  the  House.  I  do  not  wish 
to  say  one  word  on  the  general  subject 
of  depression  which  the  noble  Earl  bus 
introduced,  or  as  to  the  character,  the 
causes,  or  even  t!ie  extent  of  it ;  but 
what  I  feel  perfectly  certain  about  is 
that,  both  with  regard  to  agricultural 
depression  and  as  to  the  question  of 
prices  as  they  affect  our  industrial  popu- 
lation, we  are  certainly  not  in  a  worse, 
and  I  believe  we  are  in  a  better,  posi- 
tion than  any  other  country  in  the 
world. 

The  Eaul  of  WEMYSS  said,  the 
expectations  which  had  been  raised  by 
the  Liberal  Part}',  prior  to  their  coming 
into  power  in  1880,  with  respect  to  a 
return  of  commercial  prosperity,  had 
not  been  realized.  At  the  last  General 
Election,  he  rem'jmbered  having  seen  a 
placard  at  Oxford  with  these  words — 
"  Vote  for  Harcourt,  Ohitty,  and  Pros- 
perity." 


E*.KL  OEANVILLE:  I  cannot  an- 
swer for  all  the  election  placards  put  up 
in  different  boroughs  by  respective  can- 
didates. 

BUROU  POLICE  AND    HEALTH  (BOOT- 
LAND)  BILL.— QDESTION. 
In  reply  to  the  Marquess  of  Lotihax, 
TuE    Eaul    of   DALH0U8IE    said, 
there  was  no  chance  of  the  Bill  reaching 
their    Lordships'    House.     In  fact,    he 
believed  it«  withdrawal  had  been  an- 
nounced "  elsewhere." 

House  adjoDrned  at  a  quarter  before 

Seven  o'olock,  till  To-morrow, 

a  quarter  paat  Ten  o'olock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Thursday,  ZUt  July,    1884. 


MrNTrTE.S.]— Sblbct  Committbe— R*;>(>r<— 
Education,  Science,  and  Art  AdminiBtrstion 
[No.  312]. 

Supply — comiihrtd  in  Committtt — Civil  Skhvicb 
Estimates— Cla3.<  III. — Law  Atn>  Justicb — 
Votes  20,  22.  24,  26,  nnd  23. 
RttolutioHi  [July  30]  reported. 

PiBLic  Bills— 5e«0Hrf  AoirfiN^— Eait  Indian 
Unclaimed  Stocks  [2691. 

Report  of  Seltet  Committee — Ulater  Canal  and 
Tyrone  Navigation. • 

Committee  —  Rr/iorl  —  Uoveniie,  &c.  [30(1] ; 
Cholera,  &c.  Protection  [303]. 

Voimiiered  an  nmtiided — Third  Reading — Pultlio 
Health  (Ireland)  (Districts)*  [311];  Crimi- 
nal Lunatics  [206]  ;  Infanta  [308],  and 
patted. 

TVitliiiraien—Crovn  Lands  •  [99]  ;  Royal  Court* 
of  Justice*  [139];  Burgh  Police  and  Health 
(Scotland)  {rt-eemm)  •  [206]. 

QUESTIONS. 


ROYAL  IRISH  CONSTABULARY-SER- 
GEANT CORBETr. 
Mk.  BIOGAH  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
If  it  is  ti'uo  that  Sergeant  Corbett,  of 
Btradbnlly,  is  in  the  habit  of  firing  shots 
out  of  the  barrack  door  and  on  the 
barrack  premises,  killing  birds  and 
crows,  the  barrack  being  beside  the 
public  street,  or  if  it  is  a  breach  of  the 
regpilations  to  have  a  gun  other  than  the 
one  served  out  to  him  ;  and,  whether  the 
sergeant  hoa  an  excise  licence  ? 
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Mr.  TEEVELYAN  :  The  District  In- 
spector reporta  that  Sergeant  Oorbott  is 
not  in  the  habit  of  firing  shots  as  stated, 
But  ou  the  morning  of  the  3rd  of  July 
he  fired  two  shots  with  a  borrowed  fowl- 
ing piece,  at  the  back  of  the  barrack 
premises,  for  the  purpose  of  frightening 
away  birds  which  were  injuring  crops  in 
the  geirden.  Ho  was  more  than  60  feet 
from  the  public  street  at  the  time.  The 
sergeant  has  not  an  Excise  licence,  nor 
was  one  required,  as  he  had  the  gun 
within  the  curtilage  of  the  barrack. 

INDIA  (MADRAS)— THE  LAND  QUES- 
TION IN  MALABAK. 

Mr.  BIGQAE  asked  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India,  Whether  he  will 
cause  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  com- 
plaints of  certain  tenants  in  the  district 
of  Malabar  that  thej-  are  being  evicted 
from  their  holdings  for  giving  evidence 
before  the  Special  Commissioner,  Mr. 
Logan,  against  their  landlords ;  and, 
whether  affairs  in  that  province  are  not 
in  a  most  critical  state  ? 

Mr.  J.  K.  CEOSS  :  The  Government 
of  Madras  deputed,  in  1881,  a  Special 
Commis.sioner  to  inquire  into  the  Land 
Question  in  Malabar,  which,  from  the 
complexity  of  the  tenures,  the  density  of 
the  population,  and  the  keen  competi- 
tion for  land,  is  a  diflficult  one.  They 
are  now  considering  Mr.  Logan's  Report; 
and,  pending  a  decision,  they  have 
appealed  to  the  loyalty  and  good  sense 
of  all  classes  to  disturb  as  little  as  pos- 
sible the  existing  state  of  the  relations 
between  all  parties  interested  in  the 
soil. 

INDIA    (MADRAS)— FOltEST    LEGISLA- 
TION—ACT 6,  1882. 

Ma.  BIGQAE  asked  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India,  Whether  attention 
will  be  paid  to  the  increasing  number  of 
complaints  of  ryots  at  the  vexatious 
natureof  the  recent  legislation  iuMadras, 
Act  5,  of  1882,  Forests;  and,  whether  it 
is  true  that  section  56  declares  that  all 
wood  timber,  produce,  &c.,  &c.,  shall  be 
presumed  to  be  Government's,  and  that, 
in  consequence,  such  enormous  powers 
are  placed  in  the  haads  of  low  paid  offi- 
cials, that  most  serious  discontent  is 
spreading  over  the  Madras  Presidency  ? 

Mb.  J.  K.  CEOSS  :  Act  5  of  188'2  did 
not  come  into  force  until  the  1st  of 
January,   1883,  and  uo  Eeport  ou   its 


working  has  yet  reached  this  country. 
Neither  have  any  complaints  been  re- 
ceived, so  far  as  is  known,  of  the  vexa- 
tious nature  of  its  clauses.  Section  56 
provides  that  when  a  question  arises 
under  the  Act  whether  forest  produce  is 
the  property  of  Government,  such  pro- 
duce shall  be  presumed  to  be  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Government  till  the  contrary 
is  proved.  The  powers  reserved  to  the 
District  Forest  Officers  are,  in  many 
instances,  not  capable  of  being  delegated 
to  subordinates ;  and,  in  any  ease,  there 
is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  "  enormous 
powers  are  platted  in  the  hands  of  low- 

Eaid  officials,"  or  that  serious  discontent 
as  arisen  therefrom. 

POOR  LAW  (IRELAND)— ELECTION   OF 
GUARDIANS,  CARLOW  UNION. 
Mr.  GE.\Y  asked  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  If  he 
is  aware  that  there  were  twelve  contested 
divisions  at  the  late  election  of  Poor  Law 
Guardians  for  the  Carlow  Union ;  were 
the  Nationalist  Guardians  defeated  in 
eight  of  them ;    were   the   elections   of 
three  of  these  eight  set  aside,  on  the 
ground  that  the  returning  officer  (Mr. 
E.  L.  Jameson),  who  is  also  clerk  of  the 
Union  and  sub-sheritf  of  the  county,  re- 
ceived   informol    claims    to    vote,    and 
allowed  votes  thereon  to  the  Conserva- 
tive candidates ;  is  it  a  fact  that  in  the 
other  five  divisions  investigations  have 
been  made   and    numerous  similar  in- 
formal and  improper  claims  discovered 
as  having  been  received  by  the   same 
returning  officer,  and  votes  improperly 
allowed  by  him  on  said  claims  for  the 
Consei-vative  candidates ;  if  these  matters 
wore  brought  before  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  by  resolutions   and   state- 
ments of  the  Carlow  Board  of  Guardians, 
and  by  petitions  of  the  defeated  candi- 
dates several  weeks  ago,  and  has  any 
answer  since  been  given  by  the  Board, 
and  what  is  the  cause  of  the  delay ;  will 
the  defective  claims  be  penuitted  to  be 
amended  before  the  new   elections  ;   if 
the  said  Local  Government  Board,  in 
the  case  of  the  Eathanna  Division  of  the 
above  Union,  received  two  resolutions  of 
the  Guardians  calling  for  a  sworn  inves- 
tigation ou  numerous  grounds ;  did  the 
Board  disallow  eight  votes  recorded  for 
the  Conservative  candidate  (^  his  majority 
being   nine),    but    refuse   to   grant  the 
sworn  investigation,  although  the  Guar- 
dians by  resolutions  objected  to   over 
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20  moro  votea  thut  were  counteil  for  the 
successful  candidate ;  did  the  Ouardians 
of  the  Carlow  Union,  by  resolution  of 
the  26th  of  June,  call  on  the  Ix)oal 
Government  Board  to  discontinue  Mr. 
Jameson  as  such  returning  officer,  as 
they  had  no  confidence  in  liim  ;  did  the 
people  of  the  county  of  Carlow  (in  public 
meeting  assembled)  protest  against  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Jameson,  and  have  copies 
of  such  resolutions  been  sent  to  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  has  the  Board 
taken  any,  and  what,  steps  in  the  matter ; 
and,  will  the  Board  continue  Mr.  Jameson 
aa  clerk  of  the  Carlow  Union,  he  being 
sub-sheriff  of  the  county  ? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  :  The  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  inform  me  that  12 
elections  were  contested  in  the  Carlow 
Union  ;  but  they  have  no  record  of  the 
politics  of  the  candidates.  The  returns 
in  three  districts  were  set  aside,  on  the 
ground  that  the  persons  returned  did 
nut  obtain  a  majority  of  valid  votes — 
some  votes  having  been  allowed  in  re- 
spect of  informal  claims.  Statements  of 
objections  to  the  validity  of  elections 
have  also  been  received  with  regard  to 
several  other  districts  ;  an<l  the  Local 
Government  Board,  having  obtained  the 
explanation  of  the  Returning  Ollicer, 
Lave  communicated  with  the  Guardians, 
and  await  any  further  observations  they 
may  wish  to  offer.  It  is  competent  to 
have  the  defective  statements  of  claim 
amended,  so  that  they  will  contain  all 
the  particulars  required,  and  thus  be 
available  at  subsequent  elections.  In 
the  Rathanna  Division,  which  is  named 
in  the  Question,  the  Board  disallowed 
eight  votes  which  were  given  on  invalid 
claims  ;  but  the  disallowance  of  these 
votea  does  not  affect  the  result  of  the 
election.  The  Local  Government  Board 
have  communicated  to  the  Guardians 
their  views  respecting  each  of  the  other 
cases  to  which  objection  was  raised,  and 
have  stated  that  from  the  information 
then  before  them  they  were  not  prepared 
to  accede  to  the  request  for  a  sworn 
inquiry.  The  Board  have  received  ap- 
plications for  the  discontinuance  of  Mr. 
Jameson  as  Returning  Officer;  and  have 
informed  the  applicants  that  they  do  not 
feel  called  upon  to  comply  with  that  pro- 
posal. There  is  nothing  to  show  par- 
tiality towards  any  particular  candidate 
on  the  part  of  the  Relurniog  Officer; 
and  tlio  errors  he  committed  were  made 

VOL.  00X01.  [tjuru  sKaiKs.j 


apparently  in  ignorance  of  the  law. 
They  have  been  pointed  out  to  him,  and 
he  has  been  warned  that  he  will  be  held 
strictly  responsible  for  the  proper  dis- 
charge of  his  duties. 

'Sin.  .\RTHUR  O'CONNOR  :  May  I 
ask  if  that  is  the  first  occasion  on  which 
there  was  a  complaint  against  this  Re- 
turning Officer  ? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN:  I  am  not  ready 
to  state  at  this  moment. 

FISHERY  PIEUS  AND   H.VRBOURS 
(IRELAND)  -  TEELIN   PIER, 
CO.  DONEGAL. 

Mb.  HKALY  asked  the  Secretary  to 
tho  Treasury,  A\Tiether  the  so-called 
"soft"  foundation,  for  20  feet  in  front 
of  Teeliu  Pier,  county  Donegal,  is  not 
the  .same  or  nearly  the  same  nature  as 
that  upon  which  the  pier  has  been  built; 
whether  the  20  feet  which  has  been  cut 
off  from  the  most  important  part  of  the 
pier-head  was  not  part  of  the  work  con- 
tracted for  with  the  contractor,  and  paid 
for  as  if  same  had  been  duly  executed ; 
whether  tho  nature  of  the  foundations, 
upon  which  the  Board  of  Works  were 
going  to  ereit  so  impoi-tant  and  expen- 
sive a  structure,  were  correctly  ascer- 
tained in  the  first  instance,  and  not  when 
too  late ;  whether  a  strong  representa- 
tion has  been  forwarded  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  by  or  on  behalf  of  tho 
Grand  Jury  of  the  County  of  Donegal, 
at  this  Assizes,  protesting  against  tho 
mismanagement  and  waste,  by  the  Board 
of  Works,  upon  numerous  fishery  piers 
around  that  county,  and  complaining  of 
the  ruinous  state  of  some  of  the  very 
newest  piers  on  the  Coast,  and  calling 
for  an  investigation  ;  and,  whether  the 
supervision  of  these  important  works  at 
Teelin  was  left  to  a  young  and  inexpe- 
rienced man,  son  of  a  clerk  in  the  office 
of  the  Board  of  Works,  and  whether 
his  name  and  previous  qualifications  will 
be  given  ? 

Mji.  COURTNEY:  It  is  not  the  fact 
that  the  completed  part  of  Teelin  Pier 
rests  on  a  soft  foundation,  neai-ly  the 
same  as  that  which  had  to  bo  abandoned, 
as  tho  former  is  built  on  rock  or  other 
hard  material.  The  20  feet  length  cut 
off  was  originally  contracted  for  j  but  as 
it  appeared  that  the  contractor  was  en- 
titled to  extra  payment  for  unforeseen 
work,  no  deduction  wa.s  made  from  the 
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total  amount  paid  him.  No  doubt,  it 
■was  unfortunate  that  the  existence  of 
this  soft  bed  was  not  discovered  at  first ; 
but  it  should  be  remembered  that  the 
arrangements  for  this  pier  were  not 
made  by  the  Board  of  Works,  but  by 
the  special  Relief  Committee  of  1880, 
and  80  were  probably  more  hurried  than 
they  would  otherwise  have  been.  The 
county  surveyor  of  Donegal  has  com- 
plained of  the  condition  of  four  piers  in 
that  county,  though  nothing  has  yet 
reached  the  Lord  Lieutenant  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  a  special  inquiry  will  be  made 
into  the  matter ;  but  I  must  observe  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  Grand  Jury  to  main- 
tain these  piers,  and  the  Board  of 
Works  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  The 
Clerk  of  the  Works  atTeelin  was  named 
Latimer;  he  is  a  regularly  trained  en- 
gineer and  member  of  the  Irish  In- 
stitute of  Civil  Engineers,  besides  which 
he  had  three  years'  practical  experience 
before  he  was  employed  by  the  Board. 
I  am  told  he  is  the  son  of  a  clerk  in  the 
Board  of  Works. 

General  Sir  GEORGE  BALFOUR 
suggested  that  the  Treasury  should 
order  an  altogether  independent  inquiry 
into  the  matter. 

Mr.  HEALY  eaid,  that  he  oould  not 
catch  what  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Se- 
cretary to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Courtney) 
had  just  said  ;  but  he  would  ask  if  the 
Government  would  kindly  send  some 
gentlemen  fi'om  England  who  would  be 
competent  to  find  out  whether  tho  Board 
of  Works  had  done  the  work  satisfac- 
torily or  not  ? 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  he  was  not 
prepared  to  take  that  step ;  but  he 
would  take  care  that  a  fuU  inquiry  was 
made. 

Mr.  HEALY  said,  he  would  renew 
this  subject  on  the  Vote. 

POST  OFFICE  (SCOTLAND)  —  IRREOtr- 
LARITIE9  IK  SOUTH  UIST. 
Mr.  DIOK-PEDDIE  (for  Mr.  Fbaser- 
MACKrsTosH)  asked  the  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral, Whether,  in  reference  to  the  grave 
irregularities  in  certain  Post  Offices  in 
South  Uist,  recently  brought  to  his  no- 
tice, and  made  the  subject  of  Question 
in  this  House,  it  is  the  fact  that  William 
Mearns,  Sub-Postmaster  of  Loch  Bois- 
dale  Pior,  one  of  tho  persons  implicated, 
was  formerly  a  domestic  in  the  service 
of  the  proprietors  of  South  Uist ;  and, 

Mr.  Cowlney 


whether,  in  view  of  the  Report  (page  65) 
of  the  Crofters'  Oommissionera — 

"  In  the  romoter  parts  of  tho  Highlands  and 
Islands  it  is  considered  specially  desirable  that, 
in  tho  nominBtion  of  Postmasters  and  tele- 
graphic officials,  persona  be  selected  who  are 
altogether  independeatof  local  or  political  autho- 
rity or  influeoce," 

he  will  take  care,  in  future  appoint- 
ments in  these  localities,  that  discrimi- 
nation be  exercised  on  the  lines  indicated 
in  the  Report  ? 

Mb.  FAWCETT,  in  reply,  said,  he 
was  not  aware  whether  the  Sub-Post- 
master to  whom  his  hon.  Friend  referred 
was  formerly  in  tho  service  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  South  Uist.  He  was  ap- 
pointed ou  the  recommendation  of  the 
surveyor  that  he  was  the  most  suitable 
person  in  the  locality.  He  thought  there 
would  bo  great  difficulty  in  carrying  out 
the  suggestion  of  the  Crofters'  Commis- 
sion ;  because  if  no  one  in  the  locality 
could  be  appointed  to  these  offices,  it 
would  be  necessary  largely  to  increase 
the  salary  of  the  offices,  in  order  to 
induce  persons  to  come  from  a  distance 
to  hold  them.  Moreover,  he  thought  it 
would  hardly  be  just  to  act  on  the  prin- 
ciple that  no  one  in  the  locality  was 
fit  to  be  trusted  with  the  charge  of  a 
Post  Office.  He  might  add  that  in 
Thi  Past  Office  Circular  of  that  week 
a  special  notice  had  been  issued  to 
Postmasteis  and  Sub-Postmasters  in 
Scotland  which  would,  he  hoped,  pre- 
vent any  further  irregularities  of  the 
kind  alluded  to. 

IRISH      LAND      COMMISSION  —  LAND 
VALUATION-COUNTIES  CAVAN  AND 

LEiTam. 

Mb.  BIGGAR  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  it  is  a  fact  that  Mr.  Bell,  the 
Court  Valuer  to  the  County  Court  Judge 
for  Cavan  and  Leitrim,  gave  a  report  as 
to  the  value  of  land  in  Nedd,  near 
KiUeshandra,  county  Cavan,  also  in 
Annagh,  Curraghaboy,  Corglass,  and 
Dumbrick  townlands,  parish  of  Carri- 
gallon,  county  Leitrim,  without  having 
gone  on  the  farms ;  and,  if  so,  will  he 
appoint  a  more  careful  valuer  ? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN:  Mr.  Bell  em- 
phatically denies  that  he  gave  reports 
of  such  valuations  without  visiting  the 
lands. 


1157 


Crown  Mining 


|JuLT  31,  1884] 


Ltaut. 


1158 


CRIME  AND  OUTRAGE  (IRELAND)— 
MAIMING  HORSES  —  CARRICKMA- 
CROSS  TRESENTMENT  SESSIONS. 

Mr.  HEALT  asked  tlio  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutonant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  hia  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  action  of  the  Monaglen  Grand 
Jury  in  granting  £50  compensation  to 
Menars.  Tenison  and  Porter  for  alleged 
malicious  injury  to  horses,  although 
the  presentment  had  been  rejected  as 
bogus  bj'  the  cesspayers,  and  the 
police,  according  to  TVio  Be'fmt  Morn- 
ing Newt  of  loth  instant,  made  the  fol- 
lowing depositions,  showing  that  the  in- 
juries had  been  deliberately  inflicted  on 
the  animals  by  the  Emergency  n;en, 
Nelson  and  Weir,  jiaid  by  the  landlords 
to  take  care  of  them  : — 

"  Sergeant  M'Donnell  stated  that  ho  was  stn- 
tioned  at  Carrickmacross,  and  no  complaint  had 
been  made  to  him  by  either  NoUon  or  Woir  up 
to  the  7th  January.  He  had  gone  to  every 
person  who  could  throw  any  lif^ht  on  the 
subject,  and,  up  to  the  present  time,  ho  had 
never  met  a  man  who  could  corroborate  the 
Btatements  made  by  Nelaon  and  Weir.  He  had 
deposed,  at  the  Presentment  Sessions  at  Carrick- 
mucTo.<is,  that  he  believed  this  oiilraRe  had  been 
committed  by  the  wife  of  Nelson,  and  ho  still 
held  that  opinion.  Sirs.  Nelson  seemed  to  be 
the  prime  mover  in  the  whole  matter : 

"  Congtablo  Farrell  corroborated,  and  added 
that  he  believed  the  statements  of  Nelson  and 
Weir  to  be  a  fabrication,  and  their  Htatements 
were  conflicting.  Ho  was  further  Si  opinion 
that  there  was  collusion  between  Nelson  and 
Weir  with  regard  to  the  stabbing  of  these 
horses: 

"  Sergeant  Timothy  Kerry  corroborated ;  " 

■will  the  Government  assist  the  ratepayers 
to  get  the  presentment  traversed  before 
the  Assize  Judge  ;  and,  cau  he  hold  out 
any  hope  that  the  Law  will  be  so 
amended  as  to  place  the  taxes  of  the 
people  beyond  the  control  of  irrespon- 
sible magistrates'? 

Mr.  TEEVELYAN:  This  outrage 
was  not  considered  by  the  police  to  be 
of  an  agrarian  character,  and  it  was  not 
recorded  as  such  ;  but  that  circumstance 
did  not  preclude  the  owners  of  the  horses 
from  a  right  to  seek  compensation  for 
the  injury  to  the  horses,  which  there  can 
be  no  doubt  was  iuflicted,  whether  by 
the  person  in  charge  of  them  or  not. 
The  opinion  of  the  police  as  to  their 
suspicions  on  that  point  is  accurately 
quoted  in  the  Question  ;  but  no  conclu- 
sive evidence  could  bo  obtained.  It  is 
true  that  the  claim  for  compensation  was 
thrown  out  by  the  Presentment  Sessioas; 


but  the  Grand  Jury,  after  a  long  in- 
quiry, found  that  the  injury  was  mali- 
cious, and  made  a  Presentment  for  com- 
pensation. This  has  already  been  tra- 
versed at  the  Assizes ;  but  the  Judge 
stated  that  the  ratepayers  who  opposed 
"  had  no  case,  as  malice  was  cleaily 
proved,"  and  he  fiated  the  presentment. 

CROWN    MININO    LEASES— THE    COM. 

MISSIONERS  OF  WOODS  AND 

FORESTS. 

JIu.  ROLLS  asked  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  Whether  holders  of  mine- 
ral leases  under  the  Commissioners  of 
Woods  and  Forests,  more  especially  in 
the  L'Oimties  of  Cardigan  and  Merioneth, 
are  required  to  pay  higher  rents  and 
royalties  than  those  asked  by  the  ad- 
joining landowners;  whether  clauses  are 
inserted  in  the  leases  from  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Woods  and  Forests  not  known 
of  in  any  private  mineral  leases ;  wlie- 
thor,  in  some  cases,  the  lessees  have  been 
threatened  with  forfeiture  of  their  leases 
for  not  working  the  mines,  although 
their  doing  so,  in  the  face  of  the  pre.seut 
price  of  minerals,  would  entail  a  serious 
loss,  and  although  all  rents  have  been 
paid  up ;  whether  he  would  grant,  as 
an  unopposed  Return,  a  statement  of 
the  number  of  acres  belonging  to  the 
Crown  iu  the  counties  of  Cardigan  and 
Merioneth,  and  how  many  acres  of  the 
same  are  at  present  let  under  mineral 
leases;  and,  whether  be  is  aware  that 
the  conditions  imposed  by  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Woods  and  Forests  in  tlieso 
two  counties  are  such  as  to  practically 
prohibit  searches  for  minerals  therein  ? 

Mr.  COUKTNEY:  I  have  no  reason 
to  think  that  Crown  mining  leases  are 
more  onerous  in  respect  of  royalty  or 
other  condition B  than  those  given  by 
other  Welsh  landowners.  The  only 
special  provision  in  the  former,  known  as 
"the  one- fourth  clause,"  is  now  no 
longer  inserted.  In  no  recent  case  lias 
forfeiture  been  threatened  because  the 
mines  were  not  worked.  I  will  obtain 
for  the  hon.  Member  the  acreages  for 
which  ho  asks  ;  but  I  do  not  think  there 
would  be  any  use  in  laying  them  before 
Parliament.  I  have  seen  no  evidence  to 
show  that  the  terms  required  by  the 
Crown  injure  mining  enterjirize ;  on 
the  contrary,  the  Commissioners  of 
Woods  are  especially  anxious  to  de- 
velop their  mining  properties  in  every 
proper  manner. 
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LAW    AND    POLICE-TITE    DTNAMITE 

EXPLOSIONS  AT  WESTMINSTEU 

—COMPENSATION. 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  asked  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, If  application  has  been  made  to 
the  Government  on  behalf  of  inhabi- 
tants of  Westminster  who  have  suffered 
by  the  explosions  caused  by  the  criminal 
acts  of  persons  kno'wTi  to  the  police,  but 
■who  have  not  yot  becm  apprehended  ; 
and,  if  it  is  the  intention  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  to  make  any  compen- 
sation for  the  losses  and  suflferings  re- 
sulting from  those  acts  ? 

Sir  'SVTLLIAM  H.\RCOTJET  :  I 
have  received  various  applications  on 
this  subject,  and  I  need  not  say  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  have  the  greatest 
possible  sympathy  with  the  persons  who 
have  suffered  by  the  explosions ;  but  it 
is  necessary  to  consider  on  what  prin- 
ciple compensation  could  be  awarded 
to  them.  Many  peoplo,  unfortunately, 
Buffer  every  day  from  crimes  of  violence, 
such  as  burglary,  highwa3'  robbery,  and 
arson,  in  which  property  of  value  is  de- 
stroyed and  injured  ;  and  the  State  never 
makes  any  compensation  in  these  cases, 
nor  would  it  be  expedient  or  safe  to  do 
BO.  I  have  not  been  able  to  discover 
any  distinction  between  these  ordinary 
crimes  and  the  crimes  referred  to  in  the 
Question  ;  and,  therefore,  I  have  not  felt 
myself  justified  in  applying  to  the  Trea- 
sury on  the  subject. 

UTERATtJRE,    SCIENCE,    AND    ART— 

THE    RELIQUARY    OF    ST. 

LACUTEEN. 

Mb.  DAWSON  asked  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exche<iuer,  AVhether,  in  %-iew  of 
the  willingness  of  the  Science  and  Art 
Department  to  hand  over  the  reliquary 
of  St.  Lachteen  to  the  Royal  Irish  Aca- 
demy, where  similar  objects  of  interest 
are  collected,  he  would  be  willing  to  re- 
coup the  Science  and  Art  Department  in 
Dublin  the  sum  of  £450  paid  for  the  re- 
liquary out  of  their  annual  g^ant  ? 

The  OHANCELLOK  of  tub  P:XCHE- 
QTJER  (Mr.  Cheldkbs):  No,  Sir;  the 
reliquary  will  go  to  the  Royal  Irish 
Academy,  and  a  Vote  will  be  asked  for. 

RAILWAYS  (INDIA)— THE  RAJPOO- 

TANA  RAILWAY. 
Sir  GEORGE    CAMPBELL    asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 


Whether  it  is  the  case  that  the  working 
of  the  Rajpootana  State  Line  of  Railway 
is  about  to  be  made  over  to  the  Bombay 
and  Boroda  Railway ;  and,  if  so,  whe- 
ther, in  addition  to  other  'precautions 
for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  the  Go- 
vernment have  reserved  a  complete  con- 
trol over  the  rates  charged,  and  have 
not,  ns  in  the  case  of  the  East  Indian 
Line,  handed  the  Railway  over  to  a 
private  Company,  with  certain  pre- 
scribed maximum  rates,  which  the  Go- 
vernment has  no  power  to  vary  or  de- 
crease from  time  to  time  in  the  interest 
of  the  public  without  the  consent  of  the 
Company  ? 

Mr.  J.  K.  CROSS  :  The  working  of 
the  Rajpootana  Railway  is  about  to  be 
made  over  to  the  Bombay  and  Baroda 
Company  ;  and  the  Government  has  re- 
served the  power  of  firing  and  varying 
from  time  to  time  both  maximum  and 
minimum  rates. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE-CIRCUIT  EX- 
PENSES  OF  JUDGES. 

Mk.  RYLANDS  asked  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  Whether  the  Trea- 
sury Minute  of  ICth  June,  as  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  Circuit  expenses  of  the 
Judges  and  their  suites,  is  to  be  treated 
as  temporary  only,  so  that,  if  the  Order 
in  Council  is  amended  and  the  Chancery 
Judg«s  and  the  Admiralty  Judge  art* 
hereafter  required  to  go  on  Circuit,  it 
will  be  competent  for  the  Crown  to  re- 
quire them  to  do  so  without  increase  of 
salary  ? 

Mr.  LABOUOHERE  said,  he  wished 
to  add  the  further  Question,  whether  the 
Judges  had  the  right  to  roam  about  the 
country  abusing  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment? 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  CniLDERs) :  I  cannot  answer 
the  second  Question.  The  Treasury 
Minute  provides  that,  if  the  ordinary 
Circuit  business  of  the  country  is  per- 
formed by  the  Judges  of  the  Queen's 
Bench  Division,  the  Judges  who  go  on 
Circuit  will  be  allowed  £7  10*.  a-day 
during  their  absence  from  London,  and 
ftr  contra  one  of  their  two  clerks  will,  as 
vacancies  occur,  be  discontinued.  This 
is  part  of,  and  dependent  upon,  the  ar- 
rangements as  to  Circuit  business  which 
have  been  agreed  to  by  the  Judges  gene- 
rally ;  and  if  these  arrangements  should 
fail  in  their  object  of  relieving,  as  far  ks 
possible,  the  Court  of  Appeal,  and  the 
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Probate  and  Admiralty  and  Chancery 
Divisiooe,  they  would  be  open  to  recon- 
sideration. While*  stating  tbis  as  a 
matter  of  right,  I  must  not  be  under- 
stood as  having  arrived  at  any  conclu- 
sion with  respect  to  the  best  arrange- 
ments for  the  discharge  of  Circuit  busi- 
ness. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Healy, 

TueCHANCELLOE  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  Childers)  said,  that  the 
salaries  of  the  Judges  were  fixed  by  the 
law,  and  the  expenses  did  not  form  any 
part  of  their  salaries;  therefore,  their 
expenses  must  be  submitted  as  Votes  in 
Supply. 

ARMY— DIRECT  COMMISSIONS  IN  THE 
HOYAL  ARTILLERY. 

Mr.  GIBSON  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  How  many  officers  ob- 
tained direct  commissions  in  the  Hoyal 
Artillery  between  1852  and  1857;  how 
many  of  those  officers  are  still  in  the 
service ;  was  the  average  age  of  those 
officers  three  or  four  years  higher  than 
that  of  officers  who  did  not  obtain  direct 
oommissious ;  had  some  of  those  officers 
been  recently  superseded  by  a  large 
number  of  Indian  Majors,  gazetted  in 
May  last  to  the  Hoyal  Artillery ;  and, 
is  it  intended  to  now  oompiilsorily  retire 
some  of  those  officers  who  so  entered 
the  service  at  tlie  aforesaid  age,  and  thus 
deprive  them  of  the  advantages  which 
were  within  their  contemplation  when 
they  entered  the  service  at  the  invitation 
of  the  Government  ? 

The  Makquess  of  HAETINGTON  : 
Direct  commissions  in  the  Royal  Artillery 
were  obtained  between  1852  and  1857 
by  46  officers,  jof  whom  14  are  still 
serving  in  the  Corps.  Their  average 
age  exceeded  the^'average  age  of  those 
otherwise  appointed  to  the  Corps  during 
the  same  periodiby  threo-£ind-a-quarttir 
years.  In  May  lost,  in  consequence  of 
vacancies  among  the  lieutenant-colonels 
of  the  Indian  cadres,  Indian  majors 
junior  not  only  to  some  of  these  direct 
commission  majors,  but  also  to  those 
commissioned  at  the  same  time  from  the 
Boyal  Militai'y  Academy,  were  promoted 
to  be  lieutenant-colonels  in  their  own 
cadres.  It  is  expected  that  three  majors 
who  entered  by  direct  competition  will 
be  oompulfiorily  retired  during  the  next 
three  months  on  attaining  the  age  of 
SO  years.     The  promotiuu  of  the  majors 
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io  the  Indian  cadres  has  had  no  bearing 
on  the  compulsory  retirement  of  the 
other  officers  referred  to  in  the  Question. 

THE  ROYAL  UNIVERSITY  (IRELAND)— 
THE  SDSTENTATION  FUND. 

Mk.  HEALY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
What  proportion  of  the  funds  voted  for 
the  Royal  University  is  spent,  first,  on 
rewards  for  the  Students;  second,  for 
the  payment  of  Fellows  and  Examiners ; 
third,  on  the  Sustentation  Fund  of  the 
Senators  ;  do  the  Senators  of  the  Royal 
University,  in  addition  to  their  travelling 
expenses,  usually  allowed  to  members 
of  public  Boards,  also  get  Sustentation 
money ;  is  this  a  usual  practice ;  on 
what  s(!alo  is  the  Sustentation  allowance 
to  the  Senators  calculated  ;  do  they  send 
in  their  hotel  bills  to  the  secretaries  of 
the  Royal  University ;  is  the  benefit  of 
the  Sustentation  Fund  extended  to  the 
families  of  the  Senators ;  do  the 
Senators  draw  any  Sustentation  money 
when  under  no  expense ;  and,  will  he 
consent  to  grant  a  Return  of  the  names 
of  the  Senators  who  have  availed  of  the 
Sustentation  Fund,  with  the  amount 
drawn  in  each  instance  ? 

Mb.  TEEVELYAN,  in  reply,  said, 
the  accounts  of  the  Eoyal  University, 
which  were  annually  certified  by  the 
Auditor  General  and  presented  to  Parha- 
mont,  would  atford  the  hon.  Member 
the  first  portion  of  the  information  he 
required.  It  was  in  Paper  No.  289. 
The  expenses  and  allowances  to  Senators 
comprised  their  actual  travelling  ex- 
penses, together  with  one  guinea  for 
each  night  necessarily  spent  away  from 
home  on  the  business  of  the  University. 
No  payment  whatever  was  made  to  mem- 
bers who  could  attend  without  travelling 
for  the  purpose.  All  members  of  the 
Senate  necessarily  away  from  home 
were  entitled  to  the  subsistence  allow- 
ance, although  they  did  not  all  claim  it. 
They  were  not  required  to  send  their 
hotel  bills  to  the  secretary.  There  was 
no  ground  for  suggesting  that  any  ex- 
penses or  allowances  were  paid  for  in 
respect  of  any  member's  or  Senator's 
families.  He  was  not  prepared  to  con- 
sent to  such  a  Return  as  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber suggested.  It  would  be  regarded 
as  invidious  and  of  an  inquisitorial 
character,  and  it  might  imply  that  those 
Senators  who  asked  to  be  paid  the 
allowance  did  so  improperly.     Similar 
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Returns  in  regard  to  the  Commissioners 
of  National  Education  were  recently  ob- 
jected to  on  the  same  g^und. 

EDUOAXrON  DEPARTMENT  (IRELAND) 
—CASE  OF  MRS.  CRAIG  —  SLIGO 
MODEL  SCHOOLS. 

Mk.  WARTON  (for  Colonel  Kino- 
Harmak)  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whe- 
ther it  is  true  that  Mrs.  Craig,  who  was 
head  teacher  of  the  Sligo  Model  Schools, 
was  obliged  \o  resign  her  situation, 
owing  to  ill-health,  nftor  fourteen  years' 
meritorious  service,  and  was  granted  by 
the  Commissioners  of  Education  the  sum 
of  £78,  to  which  she  was  entitled  ;  whe- 
ther Mrs.  Craig  died  before  the  cheque 
was  drawn,  and  if  it  is  true  that  the 
authorities  have  refused  to  give  the 
money,  or  any  portion  of  it,  to  her  aged 
mother;  and,  whether  he  will  consider 
whether  the  whole  or,  at  any  rate,  a 
portion  of  the  money  fairly  earned  by 
Mrs.  Craig  may  not  be  given  to  the 
mother,  who  nursed  her  in  her  illness, 
and  who  is  in  straitened  circumstances  ? 

Me.  THEVELYAN  :  Mr.s.  Craig  held 
the  appointment  stated,  and  resigned  on 
the  ground  of  ill-health.  She  signed  a 
claim  for  gratuilj-  on  the  Ist  of  December, 
and  after  the  usual  investigations  the 
Treasury  approved  the  award ;  but  it 
subsequently  transpired  that  in  the 
meantime  Mrs.  Craig  had  died,  ond  no 
payment  under  the  award  could  legally 
be  made  to  her  representatives. 

Me.  HARRINGTON  asked,  whether, 
having  regard  to  the  repeated  delays  in 
these  mutters  on  the  part  of  tlie  Trea- 
surj',  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
make  such  representations  as  would  ex- 
pedite the  gnints  ? 

Mk.  TREVELYAN  said,  he  would 
get  a  list  of  cases  and  see  how  long 
the  delays  were.  This  class  of  applica- 
tions ought  to  be  dealt  with  promptly. 

ARMY—THE  GARRISON  OF  DUBLIN. 
Mk.  TOTTENHAM  asked  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War.  Whether  there 
are  now  six  battalions  of  Infantry,  form- 
ing the  Dublin  Garrison,  having  a  paper 
eflectivo  strength  of  .■5,859  of  all  ranks, 
according  to  the  latest  Returns,  and 
whether  this  is  not  in  excess  of  the 
usual  number ;  if  he  will  state  what 
number  of  this  total  are  available  for 
garrison  duty ;  and,  why  it  hns  been 
found  nocessar}'  to  supplement  this  large 
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force  by  additional  detachments  of  other 
Regiments  from  theCurragh  to  assist  in 
furnishing  the  duties? 

The  Marqdess  op  HARTINGTON  : 
The  garrison  of  Dublin  consists  nomi- 
nally of  about  3,600  of  all  ranks,  which 
is  not  in  excess  of  the  usual  number ; 
but  about  150  are  on  detachment  duty. 
It  is  the  practice  at  this  time  of  the 
year  to  detach  two  companies  per  batta- 
lion for  musketry  and  special  drill ;  and 
after  deducting  these,  the  necessary  duty 
men,  and  the  sick,  there  scarcely  remains 
enough  privates,  considering  the  heavy 
garrison  duties,  to  allow  the  men  four 
nights  in  bed.  When,  from  time  to 
time,  the  strength  has  fallen  too  low  for 
tliis  purpose,  detachments  from  the  Cur- 
ragh  have  been  made  available. 

EGYPT  (RE-ORGANIZATION)— AUTONO- 
MOUS INSTITUTIONS. 

SiE  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Fo- 
reign Affairs,  Whetlier,  considering  the 
great  stress  laid  by  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment on  the  experiment  of  autono- 
mous in.<ttitutions  in  Egypt  formally  in- 
stituted last  year,  he  is  yet  able  to  lay 
upon  the  Table  any  Reports  on  their 
working,  and  to  explain  the  circum- 
stances of  the  difference  between  Mr, 
Clifford  Lloyd  and  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil in  connection  with  the  proposed  Mu- 
nicipality Bill ;  if  he  will  state  generally 
whetlier  the  provisions  of  the  Decree  of 
1st  May  1883  have  been  complied  with ; 
whether  the  Legislative  Council  have 
met  on  the  dates  appointed  by  Article 
26  ;  whether  they  have  been  consulted 
regarding  every  Law  and  every  Decree 
regulating  the  public  administrations, 
as  required  by  Article  18  ;  whether,  in 
accordance  with  the  same  Article,  the 
reasons  have  been  communicated  to 
them  for  any  decisions  contrary  to  their 
advice ;  whether  the  Budget  hag  been 
submitted  to  and  discussed  by  them  in 
accordance  with  Article  22  ;  and,  whe- 
ther, in  accordance  with  Article  35,  the 
General  Assembly  has  been  consulted 
regarding  all  loans  raised,  and  will  be 
consulted  on  any  fresh  loans  which  may 
bo  raised  ? 

LoKD  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE: 
As  I  have  already  informed  the  House, 
Sir  Evelyn  Baring,  on  his  return  to 
Egypt,  will  forward  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government  a  Report  on  the  worHng  of 
the  autonomous  institutions,  which  will 
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be  laid  before  Parliament.  I  am  not 
aware  of  any  differences  between  Mr. 
Clifford  Lloyd  and  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil on  the  subject  of  the  Municipality 
Bill.  The  provisions  of  the  Decree  of 
May  1,  1883,  appear  to  have  been  com- 
plied with.  I  am  unable  to  say  whether 
the  Legislative  Council  have  always  mot 
on  the  days  appointed.  I  understand 
that  they  have  been  consulted  respect- 
ing Administrative  Laws  and  Decrees; 
but  I  cannot  say  whether,  in  case  of 
dissent  from  their  views,  the  reasons 
have  been  communicated  to  them.  Owing 
to  the  uncertainty  of  the  finances,  the 
Budget  has  not  as  yet  been  submitted, 
and  Decrees  have  from  time  to  time  been 
issued  postponing  the  date  of  its  pre- 
sentation. One  of  these  Decrees  is  given 
at  page  57  of  "Egypt,"  No.  12,  188^. 
No  loan  having  been  raised,  it  has  not 
been  necessary  to  consult  the  Assembly. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL :  May  I 
ask  if  the  noble  Lord  can  tell  us  if  the 
Legislative  Council  is  stiU  in  existence  ; 
and  whether  it  will  meet  to-morrow,  the 
Ist  of  August,  under  Article  26  ? 

I>oiiD  EDMOND  FITZHfAUEICE : 
The  Legislative  Council  is  still  in  exist- 
ence ;  and  if  my  hon.  Friend  will  refer 
to  a  very  interesting  letter  by  Mr.  Shel- 
don Amos  in  'Jlw  Timn  of  to-day,  he 
will  find  some  information  in  regard 
to  it. 

LUNACY  LAWS  OF    FOREIGN 
CODNTUIES. 

Sir  HENRY  HOLLAND  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether  he  will  call  for  Reports 
from  the  Secretaries  of  the  different  Em- 
bassies as  to  the  working  of  the  Lunacy 
Laws  on  the  Continent,  and  in  the 
United  States,  and  especially  as  to  the 
following  points  : — Whether  there  are 
private  as  well  as  public  asylums;  what 
are  the  checks  against  improper  ad- 
mission or  detention  of  persons  in  an 
asylum ;  what  supervision  and  inspec- 
tion, if  any,  is  exercised  by  any  public 
and  recognized  authority ;  and,  the  na- 
ture and  powers  of  such  authority  ;  and, 
whether  he  will  present  such  Reports  to 
Parliament  ? 

LoEi.  EDMOND  F1TZ3,L\URICE :  I 
think  my  hon.  Friend  will  find  most  of 
the  information  he  asks  for  in  a  collected 
form  in  a  work  privately  printed  in  Phila- 
delphia by  Dr.  Harrison,  Lrgidation  on 
ItuanUy,  which  1  shall  be  happy  to  show 


him ;  but   any  further  information  he 
may  require  will  be  at  once  procured. 

Sill  HENRY  HOLLAND  said,  what 
he  wished  to  do  was  to  get  the  informo- 
tion  placed  in  the  hands  of  Members  of 
the  House  before  the  Session  of  next 
year. 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT— ELEMEN- 
TARY  EDUCATION. 

Mr.  DAWSON  asked  the  Vice  Pre- 
sident of  the  Committee  of  Council, 
Whether  it  is  a  fact  that,  owing  to  the 
very  easy  compliance  with  the  Fourth 
Standard,  the  number  of  children  under 
fourteen  years,  who  never  return  to 
school,  is  largely  increasing ;  whether 
he  will  make  any  change  in  the  Code  to 
insure  longer  attendance  and  more  ex- 
tended knowledge  ;  whether,  in  view  of 
this  extremely  early  obaudonmont  of 
ordinary  schools,  he  wUl  take  any  steps 
to  provide  night  schools  for  the  classes 
affected;  and,  whether  the  Education 
Department  will  purchase,  for  the  use  of 
industrial  exhibitions  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  the  exhibits  of  technical 
teaching  and  its  results  in  Foreign 
Countries,  and  now  on  view  at  the  In- 
ternational Health  Exhibition  ? 

Mr.  MDNDELLA:  It  is  true  that 
children  pass  the  Fourth  Standard  at  an 
earlier  age  than  heretofore,  owing  to 
better  attendance  and  better  teaching. 
The  Standard  of  exemption,  however, 
cannot  be  raised  by  the  Code,  which 
merely  deals  with  the  curriculum,  and 
has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the 
Staudoi'd  prescribed  by  the  bye-laws, 
the  raising  of  which  without  the  consent 
of  the  Local  Authorities  can  only  be 
effected  by  legislation.  Very  consider- 
able changes  have  been  made  in  the 
new  Code  with  a  view  to  the  encourage- 
ment of  night  schools.  The  purchase 
of  some  of  the  most  desirable  exhibits 
is  at  present  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Science  and  Art  Department. 

THE  MAGISTRACY  (IRELAND)— CO. 
WATERFORD. 

Mr.  LEAAHf  aaked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  it  is  the  fact  that,  while  three 
Catholic  magistrates  of  the  district  of 
Kilmacthomas,  county  Waterford,  have 
died  within  the  last  seven  or  eight  years, 
only  one  gentleman,  a  non-Catholic  and 
a  land  agent,  has  been  appointed  to  the 
magistracy  in  that  district  during  tha^ 
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time ;  whether  it  is  the  fact  that  there 
is  not  at  present  a  single  justice  resident 
in  Kilmucthomas  Petty  Sessions  district ; 
whether  the  Kilmacthomas  Board  of 
Guardians,  in  Ajiril  last,  forwarded  a 
Memorial  to  the  Ij<jrd  Chancellor,  set- 
ting forth  these  facts,  and  asking  him  to 
appoint  Dr.  Walsh,  of  Kilmacthomas, 
and  Mr.  Brian  Finn,  of  Carigmorna; 
whether  a  similar  Memorial  was  for- 
warded hy  the  priests  of  the  parish  ; 
and,  whether  the  Lord  Chancellor  has 
received  these  Memorials ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  intends  to  act  upon  them  ? 

Mtt.  TEEVELYAN :  The  Lord  Chan- 
cellor informs  me  that,  in  consequence 
of  a  want  of  magistrates  in  the  Kilmac- 
thomas district,  he  appointed  two  gen- 
tlemen to  the  Commission  of  the  Peace 
lost  month,  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  county.  One 
of  them  is  a  Roman  Catholic  and  a 
farmer ;  the  other  is  believed  to  be  a 
Dissenting  Protestant — neither  of  them 
is  a  land  agent.  They  will  be  immedi- 
ately available  for  the  Kilmacthomas 
Bench.  The  Memorials  on  behalf  of 
the  two  gentlemen  named  in  the  Uuos- 
tion  have  been  received  ;  and  the  Lord 
Chancellor  is  at  present  in  correspond- 
ence with  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the 
county  on  the  subject. 

Mb.  LEAMY:  Can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  give  the  names  of  the  two 
magistrates  who  have  been  appointed  ? 

Mu.  TEEVELYAN:  No,  Sir.  The 
names  are  not  given  in  the  Minute  of 
the  Lord  Chancellor. 

PALACE  OF  WESTMINSTER— WEST- 
MINSTER HALL  (WEST  FRONT). 
Mr.  DICK-PEDDIE  asked  the  First 
Commissioner  of  Works,  Whether,  hav- 
ing regard  to  the  important  elFects  which 
the  proposed  works  on  the  west  side  of 
Westminster  Hall  will  have  on  the 
architectural  character  of  the  group  of 
buildings  of  which  the  Hall  forms  part, 
and  to  the  insuQioieucy  of  the  opportu- 
nities which  have  been  given  ibr  con- 
sideration of  the  designs,  he  will  post- 
pone till  next  Seseiun  submitting  an 
estimate  for  the  works,  and  will  agree 
to  the  appointment  of  a  Select  Committee 
to  consider  the  question  of  the  best 
mode  of  dealing  with  the  west  side  of 
the  Hall? 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVRE:  When  1 
laid  Mr.  Pearson's  plans  before  the 
House,  about  three  weeks  ago,  I  stated 
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that  if  I  found  that  there  was  likely  to 
be  serious  opposition  to  them  on  behalf 
of  Members,  I  would  refer  the  subject 
to  ft  Select  Committee.  Since  then  I 
have  been  in  communication  with  a 
large  number  of  Members  in  all  parts  of 
the  House,  and  I  find  that  there  is  a 
general  concurrence  of  opinion  favour- 
able to  these  jtlans.  There  are  some 
few  exceptions,  but  that  vxneX  be  ex- 
pected to  any  scheme  ;  the  general  ver- 
dict, however,  is  certainly  favourable. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  do  not 
think  it  necessary  to  refer  the  question 
to  a  Committee,  and  I  shall  ask  for  a 
Vote  during  the  present  Session  to  com- 
mence the  work  during  the  Autumn. 
This  is  the  more  necessary,  as  the  walls 
of  the  Hall  were  much  injured  during 
the  past  Winter,  and  I  am  unwilling  to 
expose  them  to  the  injury  of  another 
Winter.  There  is,  however,  one  part  of 
the  work  which  cannot  be  commenced 
at  present — namely,  the  raising  of  the 
towers  at  the  north  end  of  the  Hall. 
The  Vote  I  shall  ask  for  will'not  include 
any  money  for  this  purpose.  This  part 
of  the  work  will  stand  over,  and  hon. 
Members  who  object  to  it  wiU  have  an 
opportunity  of  raising  the  question  next 
year. 

Mr.  DICK-PEDDIE  asked  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  was  aware 
that  all  the  architectural  journals  had 
written  strongly  in  disapproval  of  the 
designs ;  and  whether  he  had  not  re- 
ceived from  the  Society  for  the  Protec- 
tion of  Ancient  Buildings  a  very  urgent 
request  to  postpone  the  matter  until 
next  year,  in  order  that  the  public,  as 
well  as  the  Members  of  the  House, 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  consider- 
ing it  ? 

Mk.  SHAW  LEFEVEE  said,  he  was 
aware  that  two  of  the  architectural  papers 
hod  commented  unfavourably  on  the 
designs ;  but  he  had  observed  that  they 
commented  unfavourably  upon  anything 
he  proposed.  So  far  as  he  had  observed, 
papers  of  that  kind  were  nothing  if  they 
were  not  critical.  The  Society  for  the 
Protection  of  Ancient  Buildings  had 
pressed  him  to  postpone  the  question; 
but  he  did  not  understand  that  they  were 
unfavourable  to  the  scheme ;  they  only 
criticized  some  of  the  points.  He  should 
consult  the  architect  as  to  details,  and 
later  on  he  should  be  able  to  tell  the 
House  whether  any  modifications  were 
thought  desirable. 


1 


1169 


Army 


(JuLT  31,  18841 


{Tndia). 


1170 


MERCHANT  SHJPPINQ— THE  "  CONSO- 
LATION." 

8iB  HENRY  HOLLAND  Mor  Lord 
OiAru  Hamilton)  asked  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Wliether,  in  face 
of  the  statement  of  facta  relative  to  the 
case  of  the  Vontotalion  contained  in  the 
letter  of  the  Directors  ofthe  Clyde  Steam 
and  Sailing  Shipowners'  Association, 
dated  July  20,  and  addressed  to  him, 
he  Btill  adheres  to  hie  declaration  pub- 
licly made  that — 

"  The  cue  of  the  Conmlolion  was  one  io  which 
no  ItToa  were  lo(t ;  that  the  vessel  was  iniured 
for  £1 7,000  ;  that  her  original  cost  was  i:i7,UU0  . 
that  ahe  was  ten  years  old,  and  valued  at 
£U,oOO?" 

Mb.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  have  not 
seen  the  statement  in  the  letter  referred 
to  in  the  noble  Lord's  Question ;  but  1 
have  been  in  correspondence  with  the 
owners  of  the  Consolation,  and  I  very 
readily  accepted  the  statement  from  them 
to  the  effect  that  the  sum  I  stated  as  the 
original  oost  of  the  vessel  was  consider- 
ably undorstated.  This,  however,  does 
not  oUect  the  other  statements  in  my 
speech  upon  which  my  argument  was 
founded.  It  isthe  fact  that  thatvossel  was 
insured  for  £17,0U0,  and  she  was  valued 
by  my  orders  by  those  independent 
valuers.  The  highest  of  these  valua- 
tions was  the  sum  I  quoted — namely, 
£11,000,  and  I  have  since  applied  to  the 
valuers,  Messrs.  Bayley  and  Ridley,  and 
they  adhere  to  their  original  valuation. 
I  ought  to  add,  although  I  do  not  think 
this  is  a  matter  of  complaint  against  me, 
that  when  I  referred  to  this  case  I  was 
under  the  impression  that  no  lives  had 
been  lost  in  connection  with  this  ship, 
and  I  thought  it  fair  to  the  owners  to 
state  that ;  but  I  have  since  learnt  that, 
unfortunately,  two  sailors  were  drowned 
when  the  ship  was  lost. 

Mk.  WHITLEY:  Had  the  Taluers 
seen  the  vessel  ? 

Mb.  chamberlain  :  No  ;  they 
could  not,  as  she  was  lost.  They  valued 
it,  after  it  was  lost,  in  the  usual  way  in 
which  such  valuations  are  made. 

BANKRUPTCY  ACT.  1883-CIVIL  SER- 
VICE ESTIMATES. 
Mr.  WAUGII  asked  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  Whether,  as  com- 
pared with  the  charge  of  £34,677  for 
Bankruptcy  lust  year,  the  following  re- 
presents the  total  charge  this  year, 
viz. : — 


Inspector  General,  4c 78,377 

Transferred  to  Supreme  Coart,  &o.     16,360 


£9*.787 
whether  anyothersums  are  chargedin  the 
Estimates  in  respect  of  Bankruptcy  for 
the  year  1884-5;  why  are  the  particulars 
of  the  gross  sum  of  £33,514  charged  in 
Glass  (>,  for  abolishing  officers  and  com- 
pensation in  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy, 
not  given  in  this  year  ns  usual ;  and, 
whether  such  sum  has  been  added  to  by 
further  abolitions  under  the  Act  of  1883, 
or  whether  the  charge  has  been  dimi- 
nished by  the  appointment  out  of  officers 
on  the  abolished  list  to  new  offices  under 
the  Act  of  1883;  and,  if  not,  why  have 
none  of  such  persons  boen  appointed  ? 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN:  The  charge 
of  £34,677  in  the  Estimates  for  1883-4 
was  the  cliargc  for  bankruptcy  in  the 
Suprtime  Court  only.  In  addition,  the 
sum  of  £40,000  was  charged  for  Regis- 
trars in  Bankruptcy  in  County  Courts, 
making  a  total  of  £74,677.  The  charge 
for  bankruptcy  in  the  Estimates  for 
1 884-5  consists  not  only  of  the  sum  of 
£78,000  on  the  Board  of  Trade  Vote, 
but  also  of  the  sum  of  £14,000  for  Re- 
gistrarii,  &o.,  in  the  Supremo  Court; 
£36,000  for  Begistrars  in  County  Courts, 
and  minor  chai-ges  for  rents,  furniture, 
&o.,  amounting  to  about  £5,000.  This 
gives  a  total  of  £133,000.  The  addi- 
tional income  is  estimated  by  the  Board 
of  Trade  at  £76,300.  As  to  the  third 
Question,  I  must  refer  my  hon.  Friend 
to  the  Treasury.  With  regard  to  the 
last  Question,  I  may  say  there  are  very 
few  abolitions  under  the  new  Act  of  1883 ; 
and  at  present  the  greater  part  of  the 
increased  work  has  been  performed  by 
old  oiiioers.  All  the  changes  made  will 
be  fully  detailed  in  the  ne.xt  Report  on 
Bankruptcy. 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  Is  the  in- 
creased charge  in  consequence  of  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Act  ? 

Mb.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  do  not 
anticipate  any  increased  charge  at  all. 

ARMY  (INDIA)— THE  NORTH-WEST 
FRONTI E  R— UUETTA. 
Mr.  SLAQO  asked  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India,  Whether  it  is 
the  ease  that  certain  regiments  of 
Cavalry  have  been  added  to  the  Indian 
Forces  in  connection  with  the  frontier 
expliiitd  iu  the  district  of  Quetta? 


1171 


Pullio  Htalth 


I  COMMONS  I 


[Trtlani). 


Mb.  J.  K.  0E088 :  I  do  not  under- 
stand what  my  hon.  Friend  means  when 
he  speaks  of  frontier  exploits  in  the 
district  of  Quetta  ;  but  there  has  been 
no  increase  in  the  Indian  Cavalry. 

CIVIL  SEUV.INTS  OF  THE  CROWN— 
SlU  WILLIAM  UCRDON. 

Me.  TOMLINSON  asked  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  Whether  Sir 
William  Brampton  Gurdon,  K.O.B., 
who  is  an  accepted  candidate  for  the 
representation  of  West  Norfolk,  is  still 
a  first-class  clerk  in  the  Treasury,  in 
receipt  of  a  salary  of  £1,000  a-year? 

The  CII  ANCELLOE  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  CniLDKBs) :  I  have  to  say 
that  Sir  William  Brampton  Gurdon  is  a 
principal  clerk  in  the  Treasury,  receiving 
£1,000  a-year.  I  have  received  from 
him  no  intimation  that  he  intends  to 
become  a  candidate  for  a  seat  in  Parlia- 
ment. 

PARLIAMENT— DISTRIBUTION  OF  TILE 
STATUTES  TO  MEMBERS. 

Ma.  TOMLINSON  asked  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury,  Whether  he  is 
aware  that,  notwithstanding  his  promise 
to  direct  that  the  Acts  passed  this 
Session  shall  be  issued  as  they  are 
passed  to  those  Members  who  require 
them,  no  orders  to  that  effect  have  been 
given  at  the  Vote  Office ;  and,  whether 
he  will  at  onee  inquire  into  the  cause 
of  the  failure  to  carry  out  his  promise  ? 

Mr.  COURTNEY  :  I  have  no  control 
over  this  matter,  which  rests  with  the 
authorities  of  the  House.  But,  on  inquirj' 
at  tlio  Vote  Office,  I  learn  that  no  appli- 
cation for  loose  copies  of  the  statutea  has 
been  made  there.  They  will,  however, 
be  supplied  to  any  hon.  Members  who 
require  them  and  give  Notice  to  that 
effect. 

POST  OFFICE  (IRELAND)— THE  MAIL 
SERVICE  BETWEEN  DUBLIN  AND 
CORK. 

Mb.  LEAMY  asked  the  Postmaster 
General,  If  the  mail  train  under  the 
new  service  from  DubUn  to  Cork  could 
not,  without  slackening  speed,  slip  a 
carriage  containing  passengers  and 
mails  for  AVaterford  at  Maryborough ; 
and,  if  so,  whether,  considering  the 
desire  of  the  people  of  Kilkenny  and 
Waterford  that  this  should  be  done,  and 
the  willingness  of  the  Waterford   njid 


Central  Ireland  Bailway  Company  to 
send  a  special  train  to  meet  the  mail  at 
Maryborough,  he  will,  in  the  contract 
about  to  bo  entered  into  between  the 
Post  Office  and  the  Great  Western  Bail- 
way  Company,  make  an  arrangement 
for  the  slipping  of  a  carriage  at  Mary- 
borough ? 

Mb.  FAWCETT  :  So  far  as  I  have 
been  able  to  ascertain,  no  postal  advan- 
tage would  be  likely  to  result  from 
sending  the  Kilkenny  and  Waterford 
mails  by  way  of  Maryborough.  If  the 
Great  Southern  and  Western  Company 
wish  to  slip  a  carriage  at  Maryborough 
for  the  convenience  of  passengers,  I  cer- 
tainly should  offer  no  opposition,  pro- 
vided the  mail  train  was  not  delayed. 

Mr.  LEAMY:  No;  but  will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  in  the  interest  of  the 
public,  require  it  to  bo  done  by  the  con- 
tract he  is  about  entering  into  with  the 
Company  ? 

Mr.  FAWCETT :  If  there  are  no 
postal  advantages,  I  do  not  think  I 
could.  I  do  not  know  what  my  legal 
powers  ore ;  but  if,  for  the  convenience 
of  passengers,  the  Company  would  like 
to  do  it,  I  would  not  offer  opposition, 
unless  it  would  interfere  with  tne  Postol 
Service. 

I'ABUAMENT- •'  REMINGTON  PER- 
FECTED  TYPE-WRITERS." 

Mb.  LABOUCHEKE  asked  the  First 
Commissioner  of  Works,  Whether  he 
would  have  any  objection  to  place  in  one 
of  the  rooms  of  the  Library  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  or  in  some  other  room  set 
apart  for  the  purpose,  a  small  num- 
ber of  ' '  Remington  Perfected  Type- 
Writers,"  for  the  convenience  of  ihe 
Members  of  the  House  ? 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVEE  said,  he 
could  not  recommend  what  the  hon. 
Member  proposed. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (IRELAND)— MULUN- 
GAR  GUARDIANS. 
Mr.  HARRINGTON  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, Whether  the  Guardians  of  the 
^[iillingar  L^nion  agreed  to  delegate 
their  duties,  as  a  Sanitary  Authority  of 
that  town,  to  the  Town  Commissioners 
as  a  Sub-Committee ;  whether  the  Local 
Qovernmeut  Board  refused  to  agree  to 
this  arrangement ;  and,  whether,  having 
regard  to  the  necessity  for  prompt  action 
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on  the  part  of  the  Sanitary  Autliorities, 
owing  to  tho  danger  of  a  spread  of 
cholera,  the  Local  Government  Board 
will  reconsider  their  decision  ? 

Mr.  TEEVELYAN,  in  reply,  said,  it 
was  iho  case  that  the  Guardians  of  the 
Muilingar  Union,  being  the  Rural  Sani- 
tary Authority,  desired  to  appoint  a 
Sanitary  Committee  for  Muilingar  ;  and 
the  Local  Government  Board  were 
obliged  to  point  out  to  them  that  they 
could  not  legally  carry  out  such  an 
arrangement,  as  the  power  to  appoint 
Committees  under  the  oth  section  of  the 
Public  Health  Act  was  limited  to  Urban 
Sanitary  Authorities.  Tho  danger  of  a 
spread  of  cholera  would  not  enable  the 
Local  Government  Board  to  authorize 
the  appointment  of  such  a  Committee  by 
the  Board  of  Guardians. 

POST  OFFICE-SORTERS  AND  LETTER 
CARRIERS-THE  PARCEL  POST. 

Mb.  HARRINGTON  asked  the  Post- 
master General,  Whether  any  stop  has 
yet  been  taken  to  remedy  the  complaints 
of  sorters  in  connection  with  mail  trains, 
or  to  give  additional  remuneration  to 
letter  carriers  in  connection  with  the 
increased  duty  under  the  parcel  post  ? 

Mr.  FAWCETT  :  In  reply  to  a  Ques- 
tion put  to  me  a  few  months  ago  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Mallow,  I  stated  that 
in  the  matter  of  Sunday  duty  arrange- 
ments were  being  made  to  place  the 
Irish  mail  sorters,  as  far  as  possible,  on 
an  equality  with  those  employed  in  Eng- 
land. Assuming  that  to  be  the  matter 
to  which  the  hou.  Member  refers  in  the 
firitt  part  of  his  Question,  I  beg  to  state 
that  to  thoso  arrangements  etfect  is  now 
being  given.  In  repl}'  to  tho  second 
part  of  the  Question,  there  is  no  inten- 
tion of  entering  upon  another  general 
revision  of  letter-carriers'  wages,  which 
was  completed  only  two  years  ago  ;  but 
where  information  reaches  me  of  the 
need  of  revision  in  any  particular  case, 
the  circumstances  are  carefully  consi- 
dered. 

PO.ST  OFFICE  (IRELAND)  —  LETTER 
CARR1ER.S-TUE  PORTUMNA  LETTER 
CARRIER. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  asked  the  Post- 
master General,  Whether  it  is  a  fact 
that  the  rural  postman  has  to  carry  the 
mails  between  Portumua  and  Power's 
Cross,   county   Galway,    a    distance    of 


twelve  Irish  miles,  for  six  days  of  the 
week;  whether,  in  ordor  to  occomplish 
this  task,  the  postman  has  to  leave  at 
six  in  the  morning  ;  and,  whether  the 
remuneration  given  for  this  work  is 
eight  shillings  per  week  ? 

Mr.  FAWCETT:  Tho  facts  appear 
to  be  substantially  as  stated  in  the  Ques- 
tion of  the  hon.  Member,  the  distance 
mentioned  being,  of  course,  understood 
to  bo  the  total  distance  travelled  by  the 
postman  there  and  back.  The  postman 
does  not  hold  a  regular  appointment, 
but  is  one  employed  by  the  local  Post- 
master, who  receives  an  allowance  to 
provide  for  the  performance  of  the  duty. 
I  wiU,  however,  make  further  inquiry, 
with  a  view  to  revising  the  allowance  if 
necessary. 

THE  IRISH  LAND  COJIMISSION— FAIR 
RENTS-GLEBE  LANDS  OF  DRUM- 
CREE,  CO.  ARMAGH. 
Mr.  WARTON  (for  Colonel  Kino- 
Harmajj)  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whe- 
ther it  is  the  fact  that  the  Land  Com- 
missioners have,  in  the  cose  of  the  Glebe 
Lands  of  Drumcree,  county  Armagh, 
reduced,  by  18  per  cent.,  rents  proved 
to  have  been  unchanged  since  1827, 
and,  subject  to  which,  tenants  were 
proved  to  have,  even  so  lately  as  1880, 
given  £12  10*.  per  acre  for  the  tenant- 
right  ;  whether  said  lands  were  purchased 
from  the  Church  Commissioners  by  the 
present  owner,  Mr.  Law ;  whether  tho 
rental  furnished  by  them  showed  the 
old  rents ;  and  whether  the  valuation 
made  by  the  Commissioners'  valuator, 
Mr.  M.  O'Brien,  to  give  the  tenants  the 
benefit  of  tho  clause  in  the  Church  Act 
in  their  favour,  placed  nearly  twenty- 
four  years'  purchase  on  said  rents,  and 
thus  represented  them  as  moderate  rents; 
and,  whether  the  Government  are  pre- 
pared, out  of  the  Irish  Church  surplus, 
which  got  the  benefit  of  the  price  pro- 
duced by  tho  Commissioners'  representa- 
tions, to  refund  Mr.  Law  the  proportion 
of  the  purchase  money  so  obtained  from 
him  by  such  representations  ? 

Mr.  TEEVELYAN,  in  reply,  said, 
that  the  Land  Commission  reported  that 
in  the  case  referred  to  the  rents  were 
reduced,  on  the  whole,  by  a  little  more 
than  1 8  per  cent.  EN-idence  was  given 
that  the  rents  were  not  changed  since 
18.17  ;  that  in  some  oases  a  considerable 
sum  wan  paid  for  tenant-right ;  and  that 
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Mr.  Law  paid  30  years'  purchase  for 
the  land  at  the  old  rents,  that  being  the 
just  value,  iiccording  to  Mr.  G'Bricu's 
valuation.  No  evideuce  as  to  value  was 
given  by  the  landlord  at  the  re-hearing 
of  the  appeal,  and  the  CommieBionera 
came  to  a  conclusion  on  the  whole  evi- 
dence laid  before  them.  He  could  not 
hold  out  any  hope  that  he  would  make 
the  representations  to  the  Treasury 
Buggested  ia  the  last  paragraph  of  the 
Question. 

SWITZERLAND-TUE  "  SALVA- 
TIONISTS." 

Sib  EOBEET  PEEL  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
Whether  any  more  Papers,  in  continua- 
tion of  "Switzerland,  No.  1,  1884," 
manifestly  incomplete,  will  be  laid  upon 
the  Table ;  and,  what  information  he 
can  supply  respecting  the  recent  renewal 
of  outrages,  and  of  religious  persecu- 
tions on  British  subjects  and  others,  uf 
a  most  serious  description  in  the  town 
of  Bienne,  on  which  occasion  a  house 
occupied  by  British  subjects  was  attacked 
with  the  utmost  violence  and  completely 
gfutted ;  the  local  police  being  over- 
powered by  the  mob,  so  that  it  was 
deemed  necessary  by  the  Cantonal  autho- 
rities, at  the  instance  of  the  Federal 
Government,  to  call  out  the  Military  ? 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE  : 
Further  Papers  wiU  be  prepared  aiid 
laid.  The  Cantonal  authorities  of  Neu- 
ohatel,  Vaud,  and  Berne  recently  agreed 
that  private  meetings  of  Salvationists 
were  to  bo  allowed  in  those  Cantons 
under  certain  conditions.  The  Salva- 
tionists commenced  to  hold  private  meet- 
ings in  a  building  at  ;  Bienne,  which 
they  had  hired  for  the  purpose ;  a  mob 
attacked  the  building,  and  serious  dis- 
order ensued.  The  Council  of  State  of 
the  Canton  of  Berne  have,  in  conse- 
quence, and  in  order  to  keep  the  peace 
and  preserve  public  order,  prohibited 
tlie  holding  of  Salvationist  meetings  in 
Bienne  and  its  neighbourhood. 

AFRICA  (WEST  COAST)— THE  CONGO 
RIVER. 
SiH  HERBEET  MAXWEI^L  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether  the  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion of  certain  territory  on  the  Congo, 
occupied  by  the  International  Associa- 
tion, has  been  obtained  by  the  French 
Qovernment ;    and,  whether  this  right 
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had  been  previously  offered  to  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government? 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE: 
From  an  agreement  between  the  French 
Pi-ime  Minister  and  the  President  of  the 
Belgian  Association,  which  has  appeared 
in  the  public  Press,  it  would  appear 
that  the  right  of  pre-emption,  to  which 
the  hon.  Baronet  refers,  has  been  ob- 
tained by  the  French  Government ;  but 
Her  Majesty's  Government  have  no 
official  cognizance  of  this  agreement. 
This  right  had  not  previously  been 
oU'ered  to  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

THE  WEST  INDIA  ISLANDS-CONDUCT 
OF  A  COLONLAL  OFFICLAL. 

Mr.  O'DONNELL  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  Whe- 
ther he  has  received  any  information  as  to 
the  conduct  of  a  high  Colonial  official,  in 
consequence  of  which  he  was  placed  in 
irons  on  board  the  Royal  Mail  Steamer 
l)ou,  which  left  Barbadoes  on  the  30th 
of  May  of  the  present  year ;  and,  whe- 
ther any  steps  will  be  taken  in  conse- 
quence ? 

Mr.  EVELYN  ASHLEY :  We  have 
received  a  newspaper  containing  an 
anonymous  statement  of  that  sort ;  but 
we  have  given  no  credence  to  it.  We 
do  not  think  it  necessary  to  take  any 
steps  at  present. 

Mh.  O'DONNELL :  Is  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman aware  that  what  he  calls  an 
anonymous  statement  is  a  leading  article 
in  the  newspaper  which  charges  this 
official  with  crime?  WiU  the  Under 
Secretarj'  make  any  inquiries  from  the 
authorities  of  the  steamship  Don,  on 
board  which  such  crimes'' are^said  to 
have  taken  place  ?  If  the  Under  Secre- 
tary cannot  answer  now  I  will  postpone 
the  Question. 

Mr.  EVELYN  ASHLEY:  I  can 
answer  now.  We  believe^  the  charges 
to  have  no  foundation ;  and  until  we 
have  something  more.'.substantial  to  go 
upon  we  cannot  make  any  inquiries. 

Mr.  O'DONNELL  :  Will  the  Govern- 
ment require  this*  official  to  bring  on 
action  for  libel  against  the  newspaper 
which  charges  him  with  crime  ? 

Mr.  EVELYN  ASHLEY  :  I  cannot 
answer  that  Question  without  Notice. 

IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION-SALE  OF 
GLEBE  LANDS.  CO.  KERRY. 
Mr.  HARRINGTON  asked  the   Se- 
cretary  to  the  Treasury,  Whether  his 
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attention  has  boea  called  to  the  fol- 
lowing letter  addressed  to  tenants  in 
Kerry  who  have  purchased  Globe  lands : — 

"  Iruh  Land  Commission, 

"  Church  Property  Department. 
"  You  (ire  hereby  informed  that,  unless  the 
amount  claimed  in  the  inclosed  roceivahio  form 
ispniJ  within  the  time  specifled  therein,  the 
Commissioners  will  direct  their  solicitors  to  take 
legal  proceedings  to  recover  the  amount  duo 
without  any  further  notice. 

•'  By  Order, 
" ,  Secretary." 

Whether    this    notice    only  allowed  a 
month  after  date  for  the  payment  of  the 
instalment,  though  in  every  other  year 
since  the  purchase  of  their  farms  they 
wore  not  called  upon  until  the  end  of 
September  to  pay  the  instalment  falling 
due  i>n  July  Ist;  and,  whether  it  is  true 
that,  in  the  lands  adjoining  these  farms 
in  Kerry,  the  Sub-Commissioners  have 
fixed  judicial  rents  at  25  per  cent  under 
the  amount  of  such  annual  instalment  ? 
Mb.   TREVELYAX  (who  replied  to 
the  Question)  said  :  I  find,  on  inquiry 
from  the  Land  Commissioners,  that  the 
receivable    orders,     issued    to    persons 
owing  one  instalment,  dun  on  Ist  of  July, 
allowin  allcases  three  months  (to  the  30th 
of  September)  for  payment.     If  two  or 
more  instalments   are    due  one  month 
only  is  given,    and    in   such  cases   the 
notice  referred  to   in  the  Question  ac- 
companies the  receivable  order.     These 
regulations  have  been  in  force   for  M 
years,  and  legal  proceedings   are   not 
taken  unless  it  is  found  impossible  to 
recover    the    instalments  in  any  other 
way.     With  regard  to   the   last  para- 
graph  of  the    Question,    it    appeared 
that  there  are  about  38   persons  scat- 
tered throughout  different  parts  of  the 
county  of  KeiTy  whose  holdings    were 
purchased    from    the    Church    Tempo- 
ralities Commissioners  —  the    purchase 
moneys  being  still  outstanding  on  mort- 
gage; and,  unless  further  particulars  be 
given,    it    is    impossible    to   say  what 
reductions,  if  any,  have  been  made  in 
the  rents   of  tenants  whose  farms   ad- 
join the  properties  of  these  persons. 

POST  OFFICE— THE   OALWAY   MAILS. 

Mh.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  asked  the 
Postmaster  General,  Whether  he  will 
consider  the  necessity  of  accelerating 
the  arrival  of  the  English  and  other 
mails  ia  Galway ;  whether  such  an  ao- 


oeleration  could  not  be  carried  out  by 
the  starting  at  eight  o'clock  from  the 
Broadstone  Terminus  of  the  train  that 
now  leaves  at  nine,  by  the  reduction  of 
the  number  of  stoppages,  and  by  the  in- 
crease of  the  speed  from  24  to  34  miles 
an  hour ;  and,  whether  the  Chairman  of 
the  Midland  Great  Western  Railway 
Company  has  not  declared  his  readiness 
to  supply  an  accelerated  mail  service  in 
the  case  the  Post  Office  offer  sufficiently 
remunerative  terms  ? 

Mr.  FAWCETT:  In  reply  to  the 
hen.  Member,  I  beg  to  say  that  an 
acceleration  of  the  mails  to  Galway  (.such 
as  that  suggested  in  the  Question)  is 
quite  feasible,  but  would  involve  the 
running  of  an  additional  train,  and  is, 
largely,  a  question  of  expense.  I  am  in 
correspondence  with  the  Midland  Great 
VVestem  Railway,  and  will  come  to  a 
decision  on  the  subject  as  quickly  as 
possible. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR :  Am  I  right 
in  saying  that  for  mail  services,  while 
the  Great  Southern  and  Western  Rail- 
way Company  receives  £70  a-mile,  and 
the  Great  Northern  £90,  the  Midland 
Company  receives  only  £40  a-mile? 

Mr.  FAWCETT  :  It  is  impossible  to 
draw  any  comparison  between  the  mail 
service  to  Cork,  which  carries  all  the 
American  mails,  and  the  mail  service  to 
Galway  and  Sligo,  which  is  compara- 
tively light.  The  Companies  are  also 
paid  in  proportion  to  the  pace  of  the 
trains. 

Mb.  SEXTON  :  Is  there  any  essential 
difference  between  the  Great  Northern 
Railway  Company  in  this  matter  and  the 
Midland  Company ;  aud  has  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  in  his  communications 
with  the  Midland  Company,  offered  them 
any  improvement  whatever  on  the  pre- 
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Mb.  FAWCETT :  The  Great  North- 
ern Company  is  going  to  start  from 
Dublin  at  an  earlier  hour,  and  will  arrive 
at  Belfast  earlier  than  now.  The 
whole  subject  of  the  acceleration  of  the 
mails  throughout  Ireland  generally  is 
now  being  considered.  It  is  a  very  com- 
plicated subject;  but  I  am  pushing  it 
on  as  quickly  as  possible. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  Has  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  offered  any  improvement  ia 
the  terms  to  the  Midland  Company  ? 

Mr.  FAWCETT :  I  find  it  rather  diffi- 
cult to  answer  that  Question  witliout 
notice.    I  have  so  many  offers  made  to 
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carry  tbem  in  mind ;  but  if  the  hou. 
Member  will  write  to  mo  I  shall  be 
happy  to  give  him  information. 

LAW    AND    JUSTICE    (ENGLAND   AND 
WALES)— CASE    OF  FRANK    STOCK- 
WELL— SENTENCE  ON  A  CHILD. 
Mb.  GRANTHAM  askod  tlie  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Homo  Department, 
If  he  will  state  the  reason  for  remitting 
any  portion   of  the  sentence  on  a  boy 
named  Frank  Stoekwell,   sentenced  by 
Baron  Pollock,  at  Eeading,  to  a  month's 
imprisonment,  without  hard  labour,  for 
setting  fire  to  hay  ricks  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  As 
soon  as  I  was  awaro  that  a  child  of  seven 
years  old  had  been  imprisoned  for  a 
month,  I  wrote  to  the  learned  Judge,  a 
most  humane  man,  on  the  subject,  and 
he  said,  in  reply — "I  shall  ifeel  very 
much  pleased  if  you  can  do  better  for 
him  than  I  could."  Subsequently,  I 
wrote  to  the  Governor  and  the  Ohaplaiu 
of  the  prison  to  report  to  me  specially 
upon  the  case.  The  Chaplain's  Report 
has  been  received.     He  says — 

"  According  to  the  Prison  Rules,  tho  boy  was 
allowed  one  hour's  school  with  other  juveniles, 
if  any  ;  but  there  were  none  in  tho  prison  when 
Stookwell  arrived.  Subsequently,  a  boy  of  14 
years  of  age  was  sentenced  to  a  month's  im- 
prisonment, so  that  tho  present  class  of  juvonilfis 
consisted  of  two.  But  for  the  ono  hour's  in- 
straolion  tho  child  has  tlio  rest  of  24  hours  in 
solitary  confinement,  except  for  most  casual  ia- 
torruption.  I  nm  very  decidedly  of  opinion 
that  this  is  not  morally  healthy  for  the  child.  I 
gather  from  my  own  observation,  and  from  the 
Bchoolmostor,  that  Stoekwell  is  not  sharp,  but 
rather  idle,  and  without  any  show  of  appli- 
cation,  and,  if  anything,  dull,  and  even  appa- 
rently sullen,  which,  I  take  it,  means  that  he 
feels  strange  in  a  strange  place.  He  is  not 
quick  of  speech,  and  aLso  seems  as  if  he  know 
what  it  was  to  bo  in  fear  of  a  scolding.  1  fiml 
nothing  artful  or  %-icious  about  him,  I  have 
studied  him  much,  owing  to  the  bad  opinion 
hold  of  him  by  the  Vicar  of  the  parish.  1  have 
talked  to  him  quietly,  and  he  has  admitted  he 
was  sorry  for  what  ho  did,  and  that  he  would  bo 
a  better  boy.  I  am  quite  sure  the  iKiy  lighted 
the  hay-riok  to  see  how  it  would  bum,  but 
never  dreamt  of  tho  probable  consequence,  and 
ran  away  frightened.  I  have  a  very  strong 
opinion  of  the  unauitability  of  the  prison  for 
such  a  child,  and  I  should  greatly  rejoice  if  it 
were  thought  better  to  give  tho  boy  a  second 
birching  and  discharge  him.  Such  a  case  as 
this  is  for  home  treatment." 

Before  this  communication  was  received 
the  child  had  been  in  prison — practically 
in  solitary  confinement — for  nearly  three 
weeks  ;  and  I  do  not  think  that  any- 
body ia  this  House   will  condemn  my 
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conduct  when  I  decided  that  the  best 
thing  to  do  was  to  discharge  the  child. 
I  wish  those  who  pass  sentences  of  this 
kind  would  remember  what  solitary  con- 
finement is  as  applied  to  a  child  of 
tender  years.  It  is  a  most  terrible — I 
think  improper — punishment.  I  have 
known  a  case  in  which  a  child  suffered 
so  dreadfully  from  solitary  confinement 
that  the  warder  took  him  into  his  own 
house — a  breach  of  prison  discipline — 
which  I  had  not  the  heart  to  condemn. 

POOR  LAW  (METROPOLIS)  —  POLAND 
STREET  WORKHOUSE— MR.  BLISS. 
Lord  ALGERNON  PERCY  asked 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Boai'd,  Whether  the  Guardians  of  the 
Poland  Street  Workhouse  of  the  West- 
minster Union  have  unanmously  decided 
to  suspend  Mr.  W.  J.  D.  Bliss  from  the 
office  of  masterof  that  workhouse  ;  whe- 
ther the  Local  Government  Board  have 
confirmed,  or  propose  to  confirm,  that 
suspension ;  and,  how  80<jn  their  deci- 
sion will  be  made  known  ? 

Mr.  GEORGE  RUSSELL  :  It  is  true 
that  the  Guardians  of  tho  Westminster 
Union  unanimously  suspended  Mr.  Bliss 
from  the  office  of  Master  of  the  Poland 
Street  Workhouse.  We  have  since  com- 
municated with  Mr.  Bliss  and  the  Guar- 
dians on  the  subject ;  and  on  the  2(ith 
of  this  month  we  received  from  the 
Guardians  thou- reply  <o  tho  osplanation 
which  had  been  furnished  bj'  Mr.  Bliss. 
That  letter  is  now  under  our  considera- 
tion, and  we  will  very  shortly  inform 
the  Guardians  of  our  decision. 

INLAND  REVENUE-THEINCOilETAX 
—ASSESSMENTS  UNDER  SCHEDULED. 

Mr.  LEAHY  asked  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  If  he  is  aware  that  it  ia 
the  practice  of  Mr.  Turner,  surveyor  of 
taxes  at  Tralee,  and  other  surveyors  ia 
Ireland,  to  increase,  year  after  year,  the 
assessment  for  income  tax  on  traders 
under  Schedule  D,  without  assigning 
any  reason  for  so  doing  until  appealed 
against,  at  very  considerable  trouble  and 
expense  to  the  trader ;  and,  whether, 
when  the  assessment  is  once  fixed,  it 
can  be  so  arbitrarily  increased  by  those 
officers  7 

Mu.  COURTNEY:  This  Question  only 
appeared  on  the  Paper  to- day.  Assess- 
ments under  Schedule  I)  are  only  fixed 
for  one  j-ear,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
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surveyors  to  increase  tliem  if  they  ap- 
pear to  be  insuflScieut,  ample  opportunity 
of  appeal  against  such  increase  being 
given  by  law.  If  the  hon.  MiMuber  will 
oommunicato  to  me  the  particulars  of 
any  case  of  apparently  arbitrary  assess- 
ment at  Tralee  it  shall  be  at  once  in- 
quired into. 

UtELAND-THE  MUSEUM  OP  SCIENCE 
AND  ART,  DUBLIN. 

Mk.  MAURICE  BROOKS  asked  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  Whether  he 
can  say  if  some  one  of  the  architectural 
plans  for  the  Science  and  Art  Museum, 
Dublin,  will  be  adopted  before  the  Pro- 
rogation of  Parliament  ? 

Mr.  COURTNEY  :  I  hope  it  may  be 
possible  to  decide  this  mnttor  before  the 
House  rises ;  but  I  can  give  no  promise, 
as  the  decision  depends,  in  part  at 
least,  on  the  result  of  certain  valuations 
now  being  made. 

Mr.  DAWSON  :  Seeing  the  groat 
delay  there  is  in  getting  a  building  up 
in  Dublin,  and  seeing  the  promptness 
with  which  the  First  Commissioner  of 
Works  is  going  to  proceed  with  the 
works  at  Westminster  Hall,  I  would  ask 
him  whether  he  would  not  take  the  Irish 
Museum  into  his  hands  also  ? 

EGYPT— THE  MUDIR  HUSSEIN  "WASIF. 
Mb.  LABOUCHEEE  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
Whether  he  has  noticed  the  following 
statemeut,  in  a  Despatch  from  Mr.  Clif- 
ford Ijloyd  to  Mr.  Egerton,  dated  11th 
May  1884:  — 

"  In  the  early  (iay«  of  Soptembor  1883  a 
aerioua  robbery  hud  bnen  committed  in  the  Pro- 
vince  of  Garbieh.  The  mudir  accordingly  ar- 
rested about  seventy  persons  of  the  locality, 
including  many  sheiks  and  other  respectable 
persons.  They  were  nil  put  in  prison,  and 
tortured  in  the  most  barbarous  manner.  Thry 
were  thumbscrewed,  tied  up  to  beams  bv  their 
feet  and  by  their  fingers,  and  were  kourViasheii 
to  such  an  extent  that  two  unfortunate  men 
were  said  to  have  died  under  the  operation.  It 
was  with  groat  difficulty  that  I  succeeded  in 
getting  an  English  Oflicer,  attached  to  the  Mi- 
nistry of  the  Interior,  sent  down  to  assist  the 
mudir  in  the  inquiry  ho  was  making.  The 
result  of  this  inqmry  proved  that  there  was  no 
evidence  of  any  description  against  any  of  the 
accused,  but  that  many  of  thorn  had  been  forced, 
under  torture  by  the  mudir's  subordinates,  to 
sign  prepared  confessions,  implicating  them- 
selves and  other  prisoners  in  the  robbery.  I 
have  bat  to  add  that  it  was  only  by  calling  for 
the  support  of  our  Government  that  I  wai  able 
to  obtaia  the  removal  of  this  mudir,  who  was 


immediately  promoted  to  be  Governor  General 
of  Eastern  Soudan  ;  " 

whether,  in  the  original  Despatch,  the 
name  of  this  mudir  was  suppressed  :  and, 
if  not,  why  it  is  in  the  published  Docu- 
ment ;  and,  whether  he  can  give  the 
House  some  assiu-ance  that  this  official 
is  no  longer  employed  by  the  Egyptian 
Government  either  as  a  governor  or  as  a 
mudir,  or  in  any  other  capacity  ? 

Mr.  HEALY,  before  this  Question 
was  answered,  said,  he  would  like  to 
ask  the  noble  Lord  whether  he  was 
aware  that  there  was  no  essential  diflFer- 
ence  between  the  conduct  of  the  Mudir 
and  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd's  own  conduct  in 
Ireland  ? 

Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order !  That 
is  not  a  proper  Question  to  bo  asked. 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAUEICE  : 
The  name  of  the  Mudir  referred  to  is 
not  given  in  the  original  despatch  ;  but 
the  evidence  shows  him  to  have  been 
Hussein  Wasif  Pasha,  who,  as  I  have 
already  informed  the  House,  is  no  longer 
in  the  employment  of  the  Egyptian  Go- 
vernment. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (IRELAND)— 
ARREST  UF  MR.  CHANCE. 

Mr.  HEALY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Is  he  aware  that  Mr.  Chance  wholly 
denies  the  allegations  of  the  policeman 
who  arrested  him,  and  declared  that,  on 
seeing  Alice  Carroll,  he  at  once  told  her 
he  was  solicitor  for  Mr.  O'Brien,  M.P., 
and  that  be  wanted  her  evidence  about 
Bolton,  and  that  he  denies  the  statement 
about  being  sent  by  Mallon  ;  and,  will 
the  Government  grant  an  inquiry,  sworn 
or  otherwise,  into  the  arrest,  or  rely 
solely  on  the  policeman's  version  of  the 
matter  ? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  :  This  Question, 
the  hon.  Member  knows,  only  appeared 
this  morning ;  but  I  think  I  have  an 
adequate  answer  to  it.  There  are 
two  ways  in  which  a  person  in  the 
position  of  a  constable  acting  wrongly 
may  be  dealt  M-ith.  He  may  be  dealt 
with  criminally,  if  the  (^ase  comes  within 
the  law ;  or  he  may  be  dealt  with  by 
the  Head  of  the  Department  by  way  of 
punishment  or  dismissal.  In  the  pre- 
sent case,  I  am  advised  that  the  con- 
stable cannot  be  proceeded  against  cri- 
minally, and  the  other  branch  of  the 
case  is  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Chief 
Coouuiseioner.    Assuming  that  the  cou- 
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stable  was  told  by  the  CarroUs  what  he 
Bays  he  was  told,  I  see  no  reason  for 
holding  that  ho  acted  otherwise  than  he 
ought.  He  had  a  most  responsible  duty 
to  discharge,  and  I  think  he  acted  as  he 
was  in  duty  bound  to  act.  If  the  arrest 
was  unwarranted,  and  if  Mr.  Chance 
feels  aggriered,  as  I  hear  he  does,  he 
may  take  an  action  against  the  constable 
for  unwarranted  arrest,  and  so  elicit  the 
facts  on  oath. 

Mb.  HEALY  :  If  he  takes  such  an 
action,  will  the  Qovemment  defend  him 
and  pay  his  damages  ? 


GMI^TMMf* 


1184 


[No  reply.] 

ITALY- CONFISCATION  OP  THE  PRO- 
PAGANDA PROPERTY. 

Mb.  O'DONNELL  asked  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Whether  he  has 
been  informed  of  the  resolutions  of  the 
Irish  Catholic  Hierarchy,  against  the 
confiscation  of  the  Propaganda  property 
in  Italy ;  and,  whether  any  communica- 
tions, in  reference  to  the  Propaganda 
property,  have  been  addressoa  by  the 
British  OoTommont  to  the  Qovemment 
of  Italy  since  questions  on  the  subject 
were  asked  in  this  House  three  months 
ago? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  I  have  not  any 
particular  cognizance  of  the  resolutions 
to  which  the  hon.  Member  refers;  but 
I  am  aware  that  the  Boman  Catholic 
Hierarchy  consider  themselves  and  their 
Church  materially  aggrieved.  That  is 
the  substantial  part  of  the  Question. 
With  respoct  to  the  latter  part  of  it,  I 
have  to  say  that  the  British  Ambassador 
in  Rome  was  directed,  some  time  back, 
to  make  any  representations  to  the  Qo- 
vemment of  Italy  which  h(>  could  make 
with  propriety  and  which  might  appear 
to  be  useful.  He  was  also  instructed  to 
have  some  regard  to  what  was  done  by 
the  Representatives  of  the  other  Powers. 
The  Ambassador  has  not  seen  any  such 
opportunity ;  and  I  am  informed  that  no 
Power  has  been  in  a  position  to  make 
representations  to  the  Italian  Qovem- 
ment on  the  subject. 

Mb.  UEALY  :  May  I  ask  whether  the 
United  States  Congress  did  not  pass  Re- 
solutions on  the  subject,  and  has  not  the 
Ambassador  of  the  United  States  taken 
action,  if  no  other  Power  has  ? 

Mb.  (iLADSTONE:  I  am  really  not 
aware  what  Resolutions  the  United 
States  Cong^ress  passed ;  but  if  they  did 
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pass  snoh  a  Besolntion,  it  would  not  in 

any  degree  modify  the  statement  I  have 
made,  which  was  with  regard  to  repre- 
sentations of  the  Powers  to  the  Italian 
GK>vemment. 

Mb.  sexton  :  I  beg  to  give  Notice 
that  on  the  Diplomatic  Vote  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Par- 
nell)  will  call  further  attention  to  this 
subject. 

EGYPT— THE  CONFERENCE. 

Mb.  AJSHMEAD-BARTLETT  asked 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Wbe- 
ther  he  will  now  state  to  the  House  the 
nature  of  the  financial  proposals  made 
by  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  to  the  Con- 
ference in  order  to  pay  the  costs  of  the 
bombardment  of  Alexandria  and  the 
evacuation  of  the  Soudan,  and  restore 
equilibrium  to  the  Egyptian  Budget  ? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber has  on  this  occasion  done  what  he 
has  done  on  some  other  occasions — he 
compels  me  to  repeat  an  answer  which  I 
have  Riven  him  formerly,  and  in  rog^ard 
to  which  I  have  no  option.  It  would 
be  a  breach  of  imderstanding  and  a 
broach  of  faith  with  the  Conference,  in- 
dependently of  anything  else,  if  any 
communication  with  regard  to  the  pro- 
oeedines  within  it  were  made  during  the 
time  that  Conference  has  its  sitting. 
But  I  may  take  the  opportunity  which 
the  Question  of  the  hon.  Oentloman 
affords  me  to  say  with  much  regret,  and 
to  my  own  disappointment  and  to  that 
of  the  House,  that  the  Conference  which 
met  to-day  was  informed  by  the  French 
Ambassador  that  he  was  not  in  po»ses- 
sion  of  sufficient  instructions,  and  that 
he  had  to  request  a  further  adjournment 
until  Saturday.  To  that  request,  under 
the  circumstances,  there  could  be  but 
one  answer ;  and  perhaps  I  may  say  this 
— though  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  a  disap- 
pointment to  the  House  to  receive  the 
intelligence — yet  those  who  have  paid 
attention  to  what  has  been  pasviug  in 
France  within  the  last  few  days  will  be 
prepared  for  it — it  will  be  seen  that  the 
French  Cabinet  has  been  placed  in  a 
peculiar  position  with  regard  to  domestic 
concerns. 

SiB  STAFFORD  XORTHCOTE:  In 
consequence  of  that  answer  I  am  obliged 
to  ask  the  right  hnn.  Gentleman  what 
course  ho  proposes  to  take  with  a  view 
of  giving  the  House  an  opportunity, 
before  the  IVorogation,  of  pronouncing 
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1188  Egypt— The  [COMMONS] 

stable  was  told  by  the  OflrroUs  what  ho 
says  he  was  told,  I  sec  no  reason  for 
holding  that  he  acted  otherwise  than  he 
ought.  He  had  a  most  responsible  duty 
to  discharge,  and  I  think  he  acted  as  he 
was  in  duty  bound  to  act.  If  the  arrest 
was  unwarranted,  and  if  Mr.  Chanco 
feels  aggrieYed,  as  I  hear  he  does,  he 
may  take  an  action  against  the  constable 
for  unwarranted  arrest,  and  so  elicit  tho 
facts  on  oath. 

Mr.  HEALY  :  If  he  takes  such  an 
action,  will  the  Qovernment  defend  him 
and  pay  his  damages  ? 

[No  reply.] 

ITALY- CONFISCATION  OF  THE  PRO- 
PAGANDA PROPERTY. 

Mb.  O'DONNELL  asked  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Whethor  he  has 
been  informed  of  tho  resolutions  of  the 
Irish  Catholic  Hierarcliy,  against  the 
confiscation  of  the  Propaganda  property 
in  Italy;  and,  whether  any  communica- 
tions, in  reference  to  the  Propaganda 
property,  have  been  addressed  by  the 
British  Govornmont  to  the  Government 
of  Italy  since  questions  on  the  subject 
were  asked  in  this  House  three  months 
ago? 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  I  have  not  any 
particular  cognizance  of  the  resolutions 
to  which  the  hon.  Member  refers;  but 
I  am  aware  that  the  Roman  Catholic 
Hierarohj'  consider  themselves  and  their 
Church  materially  aggrieved.  That  is 
the  substantial  part  of  the  Question. 
With  respect  to  the  latter  part  of  it,  I 
have  to  say  that  the  British  Ambassador 
in  Some  was  directed,  some  time  back, 
to  make  any  representations  to  the  Go- 
vernment of  Italy  which  ho  could  make 
with  propriety  and  which  might  appear 
to  be  useful.  He  was  also  instructed  to 
have  some  regard  to  what  was  done  by 
the  Representatives  of  the  other  Powers. 
The  Ambassador  has  not  seen  any  such 
opportunity ;  and  I  am  informed  that  no 
Power  has  been  in  a  position  to  make 
representations  to  the  Italian  Govern- 
ment on  the  Bubjec-t. 

Mr.  HEALY :  May  I  ask  whether  the 
United  States  Congress  did  not  pass  Re- 
solutions on  the  subject,  and  has  not  the 
Ambassador  of  the  United  States  taken 
action,  if  no  other  Power  has  ? 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  I  am  really  not 
aware  what  Resolutions  the  United 
States  Congress  passed ;  but  if  they  did 
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pass  such  a  Resolution,  it  would  not  in 
any  degree  modify  the  statement  I  have 
made,  which  was  with  regard  to  repre- 
sentations of  the  Powers  to  the  Italian 
Government. 

Mb.  SEXTON  :  I  bog  to  give  Notice 
that  on  the  Diplomatic  Vote  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Par- 
nell)  will  call  further  attention  to  this 
subject. 

EGYPT— THE  CONFERENCE. 

Mr.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT  asked 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Who- 
ther  he  will  now  state  to  the  Ilouse  the 
nature  of  the  financial  proposals  made 
by  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  to  tho  Con- 
ference in  order  to  pay  the  costs  of  the 
bombardment  of  Alexandria  and  the 
evacuation  of  the  Soudan,  and  restore 
equilibrium  to  the  Eg^'ptiau  Budget? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE :  Tho  hon.  Mem- 
ber has  on  this  occasion  done  what  ho 
has  done  on  some  other  occasions — he 
compels  me  to  repeat  an  answer  which  I 
have  given  him  formerly,  and  in  regard 
to  which  I  have  no  option.  It  would 
be  a  breach  of  understanding  and  a 
breach  of  faith  with  the  Conference,  ia- 
dependontly  of  anything  else,  if  any 
communication  with  regard  to  tho  pro- 
ceedings within  it  were  made  during  the 
time  that  Conference  has  its  sitting. 
But  I  may  take  the  opportunity  which 
the  Question  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
affords  me  to  say  with  much  regret,  and 
to  my  own  disappointment  and  to  that 
of  the  House,  that  the  Conference  which 
met  to-day  was  informed  by  the  French 
Ambassador  that  he  was  not  in  posses- 
sion of  sufficient  instructions,  and  that 
he  had  to  request  a  further  adjournment 
until  Saturday.  To  that  request,  under 
the  circumstances,  there  could  be  but 
one  answer ;  and  perhaps  I  may  say  this 
— though  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  a  disap- 
pointment to  the  House  to  receive  the 
intelligence — yet  those  who  have  paid 
attention  to  what  has  been  passing  in 
France  within  tho  last  few  days  will  be 
prepared  for  it — it  will  be  seen  that  the 
French  Cabinet  has  been  placed  in  a 
peculiar  position  with  regard  to  domestic 
concerns. 

Sir  STAFFORD  NORTHCOTE:  In 
consequence  of  that  answer  I  am  obliged 
to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  what 
course  he  proposes  to  take  with  a  view 
of  giving  tho  House  an  opportimity, 
before  the  Prorogation,  of  pronouncing 
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an  opinion  ou  the  proceedings  of  the 
Conference? 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  I  am  afraid,  Sir, 
it  would  be  premature  if  I  were  to  en- 
deavour to  explain  precisely  the  course 
of  the  proceedings  we  should  adopt  until 
the  Conference  shall  arrive  at  a  decision. 
We  shall  not  lose  a  moment  after  tha*  ; 
but  I  am  in  the  confident  hope  that  the 
House  will  not  bn  put  to  any  practical 
inconvenience.  We  shall  not  lose  a 
moment  in  felling  the  House  both  what 
the  Conference  has  done,  and  likewise 
what  we  intend  to  do,  with  a  view  to 
redeeming  the  pledge  which  I  gave  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman. 

Sir  STAFFORD  NORTHCOTE:  Is 
tlio  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  a  position 
to  say  whether  it  is  probable  that  he  will 
have  to  submit  a  proposal  to  the  House 
upon  which  its  judgment  will  have  to 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  No,  Sir;  I  think 
it  would  not  be  advantageous  to  state 
what  is  probable  or  what  is  improbable, 
for  it  would  probably  be  the  cause  of 
further  disappointment. 

Mu.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT:  With 
regard  to  the  statement  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  that  the  reason  for  declining 
to  answer  my  Question  as  to  the  financial 
proposals  was  that  it  would  be  a  breach 
of  faith  with  the  Conference,  I  beg  to 
ask  him  whether  it  is  not  the  fact  that 
out  of  the  four  main  heada  of  the 
proposals  now  before  the  Powers, 
three — namely,  that  with  regard  to  the 
evacuation  by  the  British  troops ;  that 
of  the  extra  powers  proposed  to  be  given 
to  the  Debt  Commissioners;  and  that 
with  regard  to  the  neutralization  of 
Egypt  and  the  Canal — have  already  been 
before  this  House ;  and  whether  ho  will 
explain  what  reasons  exist  for  consider- 
ing that  the  communication  of  the  finan- 
cial proposals  to  the  Houise  would  be  a 
greater  breach  of  faith  than  the  com- 
munication of  the  other  proposals  ? 

Mk.  GLADSTONE :  The  other  pro- 
posals ore  not  before  the  Conference. 
The  financial  proposals  are. 

Mr.  ASHMEAD  -  BARTLETT  :  I 
would  ask  thu  Prime  Minister  whether 
the  House  is  to  understand  that  the  state- 
ment made  by  him,  I  think  on  the  23rd 
of  June,  that  the  proposals  of  the  Go- 
vernment would  bo  laid  before  the 
Powers,  has  not  been  carried  out  ? 

Mh.  GLADSTONE:  Certainly  they 
have  been  communicated  to  the  Powers ; 
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but  they  have  not  been  brought  before 
the  Conference,  because  the  Conference 
is  limited  to  the  object  which  was  de- 
scribed in  the  invitation. 

Mr.  BOURKE  :  I  should  like  to  know 
whether  any  Papers  will  bo  laid  on  the 
Table  at  the  same  time  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  makes  his  Statement;  be- 
cause it  would  be  perfectly  impossible 
for  the  House  to  gain  oven  a  slight 
notion  of  the  case  from  the  statements 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  however 
clear  they  may  be.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tloman  said  the  other  day  that  by  far 
the  most  important  part  of  these  nego- 
tiations had  taken  place  in  the  Commis- 
sion ;  and  I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man used  the  expression — "The  chief 
labour  with  respect  to  this  business  has 
been  performed  by  the  Commission." 
Of  course,  the  Papers  with  respect  to 
the  Commission  are  now  ready.  At  any 
rate,  they  might  be  presented  at  a  few 
days'  notice ;  and  I  hope,  therefore,  the 
Foreign  Office  will  be  prepared  with 
them  at  a  verv  shurt  Notice. 

Mb.  SCL.ATER-BOuTU  :  Can  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  say  that  after  the 
meeting  on  Saturday— that  is  to  say,  on 
Monday — he  will  bo  in  a  position  to 
make  a  statement  ? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE  :  All  I  can  say  is, 
that  I  hope  it,  and  I  expect  it.  I  can- 
not go  bej'ond  that.  With  reference  to 
what  I  said  of  the  Commission,  1  did  not 
say  that  the  most  important  part  of  the 
labours  was  performed  by  the  Commis- 
sion— I  thiuk  I  said  it  was  the  most 
laborious,  requiring  time,  and  a  great 
deal  of  hard  work.  I  quite  agree  with 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  any  state- 
ment would  be  inadequate  to  the  object 
in  view  that  did  not  deal  with  the 
operations  of  the  Commission.  I  cannot 
undertake  to  say  what  Papers  will  bo 
presented ;  but,  undoubtedly,  Papers 
giving  what  Her  Majesty's  Government 
may  think  a  full  view  of  the  case  will  be 
in  readiness,  and  will  be  presented  at 
once. 

LAW  AND  POLICE  (jrETROPOLTS)-MR. 
W.  n.  SMITH'S  WATCH. 
Mr.  LABOTJOHERE:  Sir,  I  do  not  see 
the  Home  Secretary  in  his  place;  but,  as  I 
see  the  hon.  Gentleuinn  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  tha  Home  Depart- 
ment, perhaps  he  will  be  able  to  answer 
my  Uuestion.  It  is,  Whether  he  has 
observed  iu  the  public  Press  to-day  that 
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the  Tci^t  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Westminster  lost  his  watch  at  a  Con- 
servative meeting  last  night ;  and,  ■whe- 
ther the  Home  Secretary  will  do  his  best 
to  induce  the  police  to  take  measures  to 
prevent  such  an  occurrence  taking  place 
again  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  did  not  sup- 
pose the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Northampton  would  have  thought  it 
necessary  to  bring  any  question  affectine: 
myself  personally  before  the  House.  If 
I  had  had  any  complaint  to  make  against 
the  police,  or  any  application  to  make  to 
the  Government,  I  should  have  made  it 
myself.  But  I  wish  to  say  that  the  cir- 
cumstance to  which  the  hon.  Gentleman 
alludes  did  not  occur  at  the  meeting,  but 
outside  the  meeting,  where  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  friends  objected  to  my 
entering  the  meeting. 

THE  MAGISTRACY  (IRELAND)— ME. 
CLIFFORD  LLOYD. 

Mr.  HEALY  asked  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury,  If  the  Government  have 
come  to  any  decision  as  to  the  future 
femployment  of  Mr.  Cliflford  Lloyd  ? 

Me.  GLADSTONE :  I  must  appeal  to 
the  hon.  Member  to  postpone  this  Ques- 
tion until  Monday.  I  have  only  seen  it 
this  morning,  and  Lord  Spencer  is  not  in 
town. 

PARLIAMENT  —  BUSINESS     OF     THE 
HOUSE— COMMITTEE  OP  SUPPLY- 
STANDING  ORDER  425a. 
Ma.  GLADSTONE,   in  whose  name 

the  following  Notice  of  Motion  stood  on 

the  Paper : — 

"  That,  for  the  remainder  of  the  Session,  the 
Standing  Order  of  the  27th  November,  1882, 
relating  to  Notices  on  going  into  Committee  of 
Supply  on  Monday  and  Thursday,  be  extended 
to  jFriday  and  Saturday," 

said :  I  wish  to  postpone  my  Motion  until 
to-morrow,  in  order  that  we  may  ac- 
c^uaint  ourselves  more  fuUy  with  the  de- 
sire of  the  House  upon  the  subject. 

Lord  EANDOLPH  CHURCHILL: 
I  wish  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
whether  he  can  say  when  the  Diplomatic 
Vote  will  be  taken ;  and,  whetlier  he 
will  undertake  that  when  it  is  taken  it 
will  be  with  Notice  ?  It  would  be  an 
immense  convenience  to  a  number  of  hon. 
Members  if  he  could  do  so. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  I  am  afraid  that 
until  I  am  able  to  make  the  communica- 
tion to  the  House  about  the  Oonferenoe, 
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on  which  the  course  of  Business  will 
somewhat  depend,  it  would  be  idle  to 
g^ve  any  undertaking  about  the  date  of 
taking  the  Diplomatic  Vote. 

Lord  EANDOLPH  CHUECHELL: 
I  cannot  see  what  connection  there  is 
between  the  Conference  and  the  Dip- 
lomatic Vote. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  The  Conference 
may  lead  to  a  statement,  and  a  statement 
to  a  debate;  for  a  Notice  of  Motion 
might  be  given  asking  the  Government 
for  the  redemption  of  the  pledge  they 
have  already  made,  and  that  might 
render  it  necessary  to  interrupt  the  course 
of  Business. 

Lord  EANDOLPH  CHURCHILL : 
The  Prime  Minister  will  not  take  the 
Diplomatic  Vote  without  Notice  ? 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  No,  Sir. 

PARLIAMENT— HOUSE  OP  COMMONS- 
VENTILATION  OP  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  BOELASE  :  I  wish  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  GoTemment 
Board,  Whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  horrible  smells  in  the 
"Aye"  Lobby  of  this  House  to-day, 
and  to  the  danger  that  must  accrue  to 
the  Party  therefrom  ? 

Sir  CHARLES  W.  DILKE:  The 
matter  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
me.  I  understood,  however,  that  the 
First  Commissioner  of  Works  had  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the 
subject,  and  I  have  not  yet  seen  the  Re- 
port of  that  Committee. 

Me.  W.  H.  SMITH :  Perhaps  I  may 
be  allowed  to  say,  as  Chairman  of  that 
Committee,  that  theCommittee  sat  on  two 
occasions  and  took  evidence ;  but  were 
not  able  to  trace  the  cause  of  the  nui- 
sance. They  have,  however,  requested 
further  assistance  to  be  given  them  in 
the  Recess  in  order  to  trace  the  origin 
of  these  smells. 

SiK  CHARLES  W.  DILKE :  I  may 
say  that,  although  I  have  not  seen  the 
Report  of  the  Committee,  I  have  already 
instructed  the  Local  Government  Board 
to  place  Inspectors  at  the  service  of  the 
Committee. 

PARLIAMENT— BUSINESS    OP    THE 

HOUSE— BURGH  POLICE  AND 

HEALTH  (SCOTLAND) 

BILL. 

Gkseral  Sir  GEORGE  BALFOUR: 

In  the  absence  of  the  hon.  and  learned 

Member  for  Sta£Ford  (Mr.  M'Laren),  I 
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beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate,  Wlietlier 
he  intends  to  proceed  further  this  Ses- 
sion with  the  Biu'gh  Police  and  Health 
(Scotland)  Hill? 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  B. 
Balfouu)  :  Having  regard  to  what 
passed  in  the  discuf^sion  on  Tuesday 
night,  we  could  not  hope,  in  the  short 
period  of  this  Session  which  remains, 
to  pass  this  Bill  through  both  Housfs 
of  Parliament;  and,  therefore,  we  arft 
reluctantly  obliged  to  abandon  the  in- 
tention of  proceeding  further  with  it 
now.     [Mr.  Waiiton  :  Hear,  hear !] 

EQYIT  (EVENTS  IN  THE  SOUDAN)— 
MAJOn  KITCHENER. 

Mb.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether  it  is  true  that  ttie 
friendly  tribes  near  Ag^g  on  the  Red 
Sea  have  been  massacred  by  O^man 
Digna's  follower.s ;  and,  whether  Major 
Kitchener  has  gone  to  Dong-oln  ? 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE  : 
No,  Sir  ;  it  is  not  time  that  the  friendly 
tribes  have  been  nia?eaored.  Major 
Kitchener  has  gone  to  Dongola  in  order 
to  open  communications  witli  the  Kaba- 
bish  Arabs.  If  the  hon.  Member  will 
refer  to  "  Egypt,  No.  25,  1884,"  page 
113,  he  will  tind  Papers  on  the  subject. 

INDIA  — REVENUE   SETTLEMENT 

DEPA  RTMENT— NATIVE 

APPOINTMENTS. 

Me.  THOROLD  ROGERS  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 
"Whether  he  can  inform  the  House  what 
the  answer  was  »hi(h  was  given  to  a 
Memorial  or  Letter  forwarded  by  Mr. 
Rungiah  Naider  Garu  in  reference  to 
the  appointment  of  Messrs.  Tarrant  and 
Thoruhill  to  offices  in  the  Revenue 
Settlement  Department,  which  offices 
the  writer  of  the  Memorial  is  said  to 
contend  are  by  the  terms  of  the  Royal 
Proclamation  confined  to  Indian  Na- 
tives; and,  whether  it  is  the  case  that 
the  noble  Lord,  the  former  Secretary  of 
State  for  India,  desired  that  such  in- 
fractions of  the  Proclamation  ahould  be 
pointed  out  to  him? 

Mk.  J.  K.  CROSS:  On  the  9th  of 
June  I  informed  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cavan  County  (Mr.  Biggar)  that  Mr. 
Garu's  letter  had  been  returned  to  him 
for  submission  through  the  Government 
of  Madras,   in   accordance    with    fixed 


rules.  The  Secretary  of  State  in  Coun- 
cil has  disallowed  the  appointments  of 
Messrs.  Tarrant  and  ThornhiU,  which 
were  made  by  the  Madras  Government, 
subject  to  the  sanction  of  the  Secretary 
of  S'ate.  Natives  of  India  have  no  ex- 
clusive right  to  such  appointments  in 
the  Revenue  Settlement  Department, 
nor  is  there  any  Royal  Proclamati<JU  to 
that  effect. 

ORDERS   OF   THE  DAT. 


SUPPLY— CrVIL    SERVICE  ESTIMATES. 

SorPLY — considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Class  III. — Law  and  Justice. 

(1.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"Thut  aBuin,notoxcced!nf;£4g,031,begTsnted 
to  Her  Muje«t,v,  to  complete  tlio  sum  neceuary 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  courso 
of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the 
31at  day  of  March  1885,  of  Criminal  Prosecu- 
tion* nnd  other  Law  Charges  in  Ireland,  in- 
cludini;  certain  alluwances  under  the  Act  15  Se. 
16  Vict,  c  83." 

Whereupon  Motion  made,  and  Ques- 
tion proposed, 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £46,031,  bo 
granted  to  Uer  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  puyiueut  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  3 1  St  diiy  of  March  1885,  of  Criminiil  I'ro- 
secutions  and  otb'^r  Law  Charges  in  Ireland, 
including  certain  Allowances  under  the  Act  lo 
&  16  Vict.  c.  83."— (Jfr.  Small.) 

Mr.  SEXTON  said,  he  wished,  in  a 
few  words,  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  ft  case  which  had  been  under  the 
notice  of  the  Irish  E.xecutive  Govern- 
ment for  the  last  sis  mouths,  but  in  re- 
gard to  which  it  had  been  found  impos- 
sible to  extract  from  them,  up  to  the 
present  moment,  any  other  than  a  for- 
mal answer.  He  referred  to  the  case  of 
a  man  called  Brian  Kilmartin,  who  was 
now  undergoing  penal  servitude  for  life 
at  Chatham.  The  facts  of  the  case  were 
these.  On  the  5th  of  April,  1882,  a 
land  bailiff,  named  Kornaghan.  was  shot 
at,  at  lU  o'clock  at  night,  on  rhe  Island 
of  Arran,  in  the  couuty  of  Gulway,  The 
year  previously  the  same  bailiff  had  been 
shot  at,  and  a  man  name<l  Varney  was 
accused  of  the  crime,  and  put  on  his 
trial;  but,  although  the  bailitf  Kerua- 
ghan  positively  swore  that  Varney  com- 
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mitted  the  offence,  the  jury  acquitted 
him.  On  the  5th  of  April,  1882,  this 
bailiff  was  shot  at  a  second  time,  and, 
on  his  information,  Brian  Kilmartin 
was  arrested,  and  lodged  in  gaol.  He 
had  been  placed  upon  his  trial  in  the 
month  of  December  at  the  Winter 
Assizes  at  Sligo,  and,  on  the  unsupported 
eridence  of  Xernaghan,  he  was  found 
guilty,  and  sentenced  to  penal  servitude 
for  life.  He  must  go  back  now  to  what 
happened  in  the  month  of  May,  1882. 
A  young  man  named  Thomas  Gauly, 
between  whom  and  Kilmartin  there  was 
a  strong  personal  resemblance,  and  who 
resided  on  the  Island  of  Arran  with  his 
mother,  was  evicted  by  Kernaghan.  He 
suddenly  fled  from  the  Island  and  went 
to  America,  without  telling  his  friends 
anything  of  his  intention.  He  lived  at 
Boston  for  a  year,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  died.  On  his  death-bed  he  sent 
{or  a  Boman  Catholic  clergyman,  the 
Eev.  Father  Curran ;  and  a  little  before 
his  death,  under  the  tremendous  sanction 
of  the  last  Sacrament,  he  confessed 
that  he  was  the  man  who  shot  the 
bailiff  Eernaghan,  and  that  he  was  the 
man  who  had  committed  the  crime  for 
which  Brian  Kilmartin  was  now  un- 
dergoing his  sentence  of  penal  servi- 
tude for  life.  Father  Curran  reported 
the  matter  to  his  ecclesiastical  Chief,  the 
Archbishop  of  Boston,  at  whose  recom- 
mendation Father  Curran  lodged  an 
affidavit,  embodying  the  facts,  with  the 
British  Yice  Consul.  The  Committee 
had,  therefore,  these  three  facts — first, 
the  statement  of  the  doctor  who  at- 
tended the  young  man  Gauly;  secondly, 
a  certificate  of  his  death  and  burial; 
and,  thirdly,  the  affidavit  from  the  Bev. 
Father  Curran  that  a  man,  in  confession, 
had  made  a  statement  that  he  was  the 
person  who  had  fired  the  shot.  There 
was  also  a  certificate  from  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Boston  that  Father  Curran 
was  duly  ordained,  and  that  any  state- 
ment he  made  was  worthy  of  complete 
belief.  These  documents  fully  established 
the  guilt  of  Gauly,  and  the  innocence  of 
Kilmartin.  Several  months  ago  he  (Mr. 
Sexton)  had  called  attention  to  the  case 
at  the  instance  of  the  Bev.  Father 
O'Donoghue,  the  parish  priest  of  the 
Island  of  Arran,  who  was  thoroughly 
convinced  that  Gauly  was  the  man  who 
fired  the  shot ;  that  the  man  now  under- 
going penal  servitude  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  matter ;  but  that  it  was  a  clear 

Mr.  Sexton 


case  of  mistaken  identity.  He  had  fre- 
quently applied  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chief  Secretary  to  know  what 
was  to  be  done  ;  but,  up  to  the  present, 
he  had  failed  to  receive  anything  beyond 
a  formal  answer.  He  thought  that  was 
a  favourable  opportunity  for  extracting 
from  the  Government  a  statement  of 
their  intentions ;  and  he  would  impress 
upon  the  Committee  that  there  were  two 
points  which  went  a  long  way  towards 
establishing  Kilmartin's  innocence.  In 
the  first  place,  the  bailiff  Kernaghan 
must  have  been  a  person  with  a  very  de- 
fective power  of  identification ;  because, 
having  been  fired  at  on  a  previous  occa- 
sion, he  fuUy  identified  a  particular 
person  as  the  man  who  fired  at  him ; 
but  the  man  was  unanimously  acquitted 
by  the  jury.  The  time  at  which  the 
shot  was  fired  was  10  o'clock  on  a  very 
dark  night,  when  the  identification  of 
the  assailant  must  have  been  a  matter 
of  difficulty,  if  not  of  impossibility. 
There  was  a  further  fact,  that  the  man 
Gauly  fled  from  the  Island  soon  after 
the  arrest  of  Kilmartin ;  that  he  was  a 
man  who,  in  his  personal  appearance, 
strongly  resembled  Kilmartin ;  and  that 
he,  together  with  his  wife  and  mother, 
had  been  evicted  from  their  farm  by  this 
very  bailiff.  Further,  there  was  con- 
clusive evidence  that  he  had  confessed 
his  g^ilt  to  the  Boman  Catholic  clergy- 
man who  attended  him,  and  who  ad- 
ministered to  him  the  last  rites  of  the 
Church.  He  (Mr.  Sexton)  had  never 
heard  a  more  conclusive  case ;  and  he 
asked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  in- 
form the  Committee  what  he  proposed 
to  do  with  regard  to  it. 

Mr.  TBEVELTAN  :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  has  given  an 
account  of  the  additional  documents  with 
perfect  accuracy,  so  far  as  Gauly's  con- 
fession, which  was  made  some  little  time 
before  his  death,  is  concerned  ;  and  I  am 
also  ready  to  admit  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber has  not  spoken  too  highly  of  the  cha- 
racter of  the  Eev.  Father  Curran,  who  is 
a  gentleman  beyond  all  suspicion ;  but  I 
am,  nevertheless,  obliged  to  give  an  un- 
favourable answer  to  the  appeal  which 
has  been  made  to  me.  The  case  has 
been  very  carefully  gone  through,  as  is 
necessary  when  the  only  fresh  element 
in  the  matter  is  a  declaration  of  guilt, 
unsupported  by  other  circumstances  on 
the  part  of  a  person  who  has  not  been 
tried.  It  must  be  quite  clear  to  hon.  Mem- 
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hers  that  the  mere  fact  of  the  conleasion 
is  not  Buffioiont  to  absolve  a  person  who 
has  had  a  regular  trial,  because  it  is  a 
very  oommon  thing  for  persons  to  charge 
themselves  with  crime.  [Mr.  Sexton  : 
On  their  death  bed  ?]  Such  a  thing  is 
not  unknown  at  all.  Persons  have  been 
known  to  charge  themselves  with  crimes 
even  upon  their  death  bed,  especially  iu 
cases  where  it  is  possible  that  the  person 
who  made  the  declaration  may  not  have 
regarded  the  act  as  highly  criminal,  and 
where  his  feeling  for  the  person  who 
had  been  condemned  on  account  of  such 
act  was  a  feeling  of  genuine  sympathy 
and  pity,  and  not  impossibly  of  admira- 
tion. That  being  so,  it  was  necessary 
to  go  into  the  case  very  carefully,  and 
to  see  what  bearing  this  declaration  of 
Gauly's  bad  on  the  evidence.  The  case 
was  carefully  gone  into  by  the  Judge 
who  tried  it.  All  the  papers  were  sent 
to  the  Chief  Secretary,  whose  sole  func- 
tion it  is  to  represent  the  mercy  of  the 
Crown,  and  the  power  which  the  Crown 
has  of  re-trying  the  case.  [Mr.  Sexton  : 
Who  was  the  Judge  who  tried  it  ?J 
Judge Lawson.  [CVw«  of  "  Oh  !  "  from 
the  Jriih  Membtri.^  Yes;  Judge  Law- 
Bon,  than  whom,  I  must  say,  there  is  no 
abler  nor  juster  Judge.  The  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant went  carefully  into  the  case  him- 
self; and  OS  an  application  had  been 
made  to  me  in  this  House,  and  as  it  was 
not  improbable  that  the  question  would 
come  before  the  House  upon  the  Esti- 
mates, His  Excellency  submitted  the 
papers  to  me,  and  I  studied  them  with 
great  care.  I  may  say  that  I  entirely 
concur  with  the  judgment  of  His  Es- 
celleucy  and  of  Judge  Lawson  that  the 
case  stands  quite  complete,  and  separate 
from  the  confession  of  Ga\ily,  and  that 
that  confession  does  not  shake  the  case 
as  it  stands  in  the  very  least  particular. 
I  regret  very  much  that  this  decision 
has  been  come  to ;  but  we  have  felt  our- 
selves bound  to  arrive  at  it;  and  I  do 
not  consider  that  the  House  of  Commons 
is  a  place  whore  cases  can  be  tried  over 
again.  I  cannot,  in  the  least,  concur 
ill  the  opinion  of  the  hon.  Member  that 
the  evidence  of  the  bailiff  was  unsup- 
ported. I  think  it  was  supported  by 
very  material  testimony  indeed.  I  re- 
peat that  I  am  sorry  His  Excellency  had 
to  arrive  at  this  decision  ;  but  I  believe 
he  could  arrive  at  no  other. 

Mk,  sexton  was  bound  to  say  that 
the  statement  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 


man was  very  diflerent  from  that  which 
he  had  a  right  to  expect.  It  was  ex- 
tremely disappointing  in  its  result,  and 
very  extraordinary  in  its  substance;  and 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  given 
such  careful  ond  exhaustive  study  to  the 
case,  he  might  have  spoken  for  five 
minutes  longer  at  the  Table  for  the  pur- 
pose of  informing  the  Committee  what 
the  points  wore  which  had  induced  the 
Government  to  arrive  at  that  decision. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  the 
identification  of  this  unfortunate  man  by 
Kornaghan,  the  bailiff,  was  not  unsup- 
ported ;  but  he  had  not  told  the  Com- 
mittee how  it  was  supported.  His  (Mr. 
Sexton's)  opinion  was  that  in  the  essential 
facts  of  the  identification  the  evidence 
of  the  bailiff,  Kernaghan,  stood  alone. 
On  a  previous  occasion,  the  same  man, 
having  been  shot  at,  fully  identified  a 
man  named  Varney  as  his  assailant ;  but 
the  identification  was  so  weak,  and  so 
little  worthy  of  credence,  that,  although 
the  bailiff  swore  positively,  and  the  jury 
had  both  men  before  them,  one  in  the 
dock  and  the  other  in  the  witness-box, 
they  unanimously  gave  a  verdict  of  ac- 
quittal. How  did  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman explain  that  fact  f  There  was 
another  fact ;  this  youth  Gauly,  who 
died  in  Boston,  had  been  evicted  from 
liisfarm,  together  with  his  mother,  a  few 
months  before  the  bailiff  was  fired  at, 
and  evicted,  too,  at  the  hands  of  this 
very  individual.  There  they  had  evi- 
dence of  motive  in  regard  to  the  man 
who  confessed  his  guilt.  It  was  not 
asserted  that  Kilmartiu,  or  any  member 
of  his  family,  ever  suffered  any  wrong 
at  the  hands  of  Kernaghan  ;  whereas, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  uinn  Gauly  had 
sustained  a  grievous  wrong  at  the  hands 
of  the  bailiff.  How  did  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  deal  with  the  sudden  flight 
of  Gauly  V  There  was  no  doubt  that 
Gauly  had  suddenly  fled  from  the  coun- 
try, without  informing  his  family  or  his 
friends  where  he  was  going.  Then, 
again,  was  it  denied  that  there  was 
a  strong  physical  resemblance  between 
the  youth  Gauly,  who  fled  to  America, 
and  the  man  Kilmartin,  now  lying 
in  Chatham  Gaol  ?  Was  it  denied  that 
the  attack  took  place  at  10  o'clock  on 
a  dark  night,  when  even  the  sharpest 
man  might  very  well  have  been  mis- 
taken ?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
said  that  it  was  common  for  persons, 
who  were  ill  or  dying,  from  motives  of 
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■who  were  found  Ruilty  of  crime,  to  make 
statements  which  were  untrue.  He 
thought  that  such  a  case  would  be  heard 
of  very  rarely  indeed ;  and  would  any- 
body who  ■was  acquainted  with  the  Ca- 
thcilic  religion,  wtio  knew  that  a  man  on 
the   point   of  death,   coni'eshing   to  his 

iPriest  under  the  sacred  seal  of  the  Sacra- 
aent,  the  most  solemn  and  awful  cere- 
mony known  to  persons  who  professed 
the  Koman  Catholic  faith — would  any- 
body tell  him  tliat  a  man,  under  such 
circumstances,  would  be  prepared  to 
enter  eternity,  and  appear  before  his 
Maker  with  a  falsehood  upon  his  lips, 
or  that  he  would  accuse  himself  of  a 
crime  which  he  hod  not  committed, 
lecossarily  believing  that  such  an  sc- 

'cusation  would  condemn  him  to  eternal 
damnation  ?  Any  man  who  was  ac- 
quainted with  the  forms  of  the  Catholic 
religion  must  be  of  opinion  that  the 
confession  made  to  Father  Curran  was 

^a  sincere  and  honest  confession  of  guilt, 
and  must  be  driven  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  youth  Gauly,  who  died  in  Bos- 
ton, was  the  man  who  fired  the  shot, 
and  not  the  unfortunate  man  who  was 
now  undergoing  penal  servitude  for  life. 
On  considering  the  whole  of  the  evi- 
dence, documentary  and  otherwise,  only 
one  conclusion  could  bo  arrived  at. 

Mk.  JACOB  BEIGHT  confessed  that 
he  had  heard  the  reply  of  his  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Chief  Secretary  with  regret. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  seera 
to  imply  that  there  could  be  any  doubt 
as  to  the  facts.  This  was  the  first  he 
had  heard  of  the  case ;  but,  from  the 
statements  which  had  been  made,  it 
certainly  appeared  to  him  far  more 
probalde  that  the  man  ICilmartin  was 
lot  guilty  of  the  crime.   The  probability 

'■was  extremely  strong  that  a  confession 
made  upon  a  death-bed  was  a  true  con- 
fession ;  and  he  therefore  hoped  that  the 
case  might  not  be  ended  in  that  House, 
but  that  there  might  yet  be  some  fresh 
inquiry.  It  was  not  very  long  ago  that 
in  England  a  man  imprisoned  for  mur- 
der was  released  from  imprisonment 
upon  the  confession  of  a  man  named 
Peace,  who  was  himself  of  notoriously 
bad  character  and  a  convicted  murderer. 
The  case  was  inquired  into,  and  Peace's 
confession  was  accepted.  In  this  case 
the  doubt  was  in  favour  of  the  prisoner ; 
and  if  there  were  to  be  an  error  at  all, 
it  was  far  better  that  it  should  not  be 

Mr.  Sexton 


\n  prison. 

Sir  JOSEPH  M'KENNA  said,  he 
hoped  that  the  Government  would  take 
up  the  matter  seriously.  He  had  no 
doubt  in  his  own  mind  that  the  maa 
now  in  jirison  under  a  sentence  of  penal 
servitude  for  life  was  as  innorent  of 
firing  at,  and  attempting  to  murder  the 
bnilitf,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  himself.  He  had  not 
the  slightest  hesitation  in  saying  that 
all  the  circumstances,  apart  from  any 
case  of  proof  accepted  ot  the  trial, 
showed  that  the  man  who  had  since 
then  accused  himself  must  probably  have 
been  guilty  of  the  crime  which  he  con- 
fessed ;  whereas  tliero  was  no  evidence 
whatever,  except  the  identification  by 
the  bailiff,  to  criminate  the  man  who 
had  been  con^nctuil.  There  was  prtmd 
/aciV  evidence  that  the  man  who  made  the 
confession  was  guilty,  and  not  the  man 
who  was  in  gaol.  He  had  had  a  good 
deal  of  experience  from  time  to  time  in 
regard  to  this  class  of  confession — state- 
ments made  to  priests  and  others  by 
persons  on  the  point  of  death.  He 
knew  perfectly  well  that  the  greatest 
solemnity  prevailed  on  such  occasions, 
and  it  was  absurd  to  present  to  him  the 
idea  that  a  Catholic  would  have  con- 
fessed to  his  priest  that  he  had  been 
guilty  of  an  attempt  to  murder  an  indi- 
vidual, for  which  another  person  was 
suffering  at  the  time,  if  he  was  alto- 
gether innocent,  or  that  ho  would  have 
died  leaving  his  spiritual  adviser  under 
that  impression.  The  impression  con- 
veyed to  his  mind  was  that  it  was  muth 
more  likely  the  jury  and  Judge  Lawson 
were  wrong.  To  a.sk  him  to  believe  that 
a  true  case  had  been  put  forward  on  the 
trial  of  Kilmartin,  or  that  the  verdict  of 
the  jury  was  right,  when  upon  his  death- 
bed, or  immediately  before  it,  the  man 
Gauly  had  confessed  to  his  priest  and 
spiritual  adviser,  under  the  seal  of  the 
Sacratnent,  that  he  was  the  guilty  per- 
son, was  perfectly  absurd.  He  ventured 
to  say  that  there  was  no  place  out- 
side the  House  of  Commons  where  a 
confession,  under  such  circumstances, 
would  not  be  received  as  the  truth. 
He  hoped  the  matter  would  not  be  lost 
sight  of  for  a  moment  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  He  was  not  in  the  habit 
of  mixing  in  disputes  of  this  kind,  or 
even  of  speaking  in  the  House  on  sub- 
jects upon  which  he  had  no  strong  feel- 
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mg;  but  he  was  prepared  to  say  doliber- 
ately — although,  of  course,  Lis  asser- 
tion might  be  taken  for  what  it  was 
worth — that  having  bad  great  experi- 
ence in  cases  of  this  kind,  he  was  as 
convinced  as  he  was  of  his  own  exist- 
ence that  the  individual  now  under  sen- 
tence of  penal  servitude  for  life  was  a 
perfectly  innocent  man,  and  that  the 
man  who  had  accused  himself  was  the 
only  guiltv  man  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  NEWDEGATE  wished  to  express 
all  possible  respect  for  the  religious  feel- 
ings of  hon.  Members  who  professed  the 
Boman  Catholic  faith.  It  was  well 
known  that  ho  was  opposed  to  the  jjolicy 
of  the  Church  of  Rome ;  but  no  man 
ever  heard  him  express  any  disrespect 
for  the  religious  feelinKs  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers belonging  to  that  Church.  But.  as 
an  English  Member — the  hon.  Member 
for  Manchester  (Mr.  Jacob  Bright) — had 
taken  the  same  view  as  hon.  Members 
from  Ireland  who  had  spoken,  he  (Mr. 
Newdegate)  wished,  as  an  English  Mem- 
ber, to  express  his  sincere  hope  that  the 
House  Would  not  attempt  to  arrogote  to 
itself  the  privilege  of  pardon  which  was 
vested  in  the  Crown.  Let  the  Minister  of 
the  Crown  exercise  that  privilege,  and  be 
responsible  to  the  country  for  the  exer- 
cise of  it;  but  he  deprecated  mottt  sin- 
ccrel}'  the  idea  of  the  House  arrogating 
to  itself  functions  superior  to  those  of  a 
Court  of  Law.  He  had  himself,  under 
the  Act  of  186G,  been  subjected  to  pecu- 
niary penalties  for  prosecuting  a  person 
who  arrogated  to  himself  the  right  to 
ait  in  that  House  uutil  he  had  gone 
through  the  forms  proscribed  by  law. 
He  lamented  that  circumstance,  and, 
perhaps,  it  bad  no  bearing  upon  the 
present  case.  This  was  a  case  in  which 
the  Crown  had  exeriised  un  undoubted 
discretion  vested  in  itself,  and  in  its 
immediate  advisers ;  and  that  which  he 
deprecated  was  that  the  House  should 
attempt  to  constitute  itself  a  superior 
tribunal,  not  only  to  the  Courts  of 
Law,  but  superior  to  the  Crown,  so 
far  as  the  privileges  of  the  Crown 
were  concerned.  He  maintained  that 
if  the  House  of  Commons  was  to  lend 
itself  to  either  of  those  courses  it 
would  be  dihtinctly  violating  the  funda- 
mental terms  of  the  Constitution,  and  it 
was  upon  that  gruund,  and  because  he 
held  that  the  Minister  of  the  Cr.iwn  was 
sufficiently  responsible,  that  he  could  see 
po  reason  why  the  House  should  incur 


the  dangerof  a  just  imputation  of  trans- 
gressing and  invading  the  functions  and 
the  duties  of  another  Estate  of  the 
Eealm. 

Mh.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  wished  tocaU 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the 
fact  that  the  position  taken  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Warwicksliire  (Mr. 
Newdegate)  was  not  that  which  was 
taken  up  by  the  Chief  Secretary.  On 
the  contrary,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
went  into  the  merits  of  the  case.  He 
would  further  remind  the  hon.  Member 
that  the  Irish  Members  were  not  at- 
tempting to  interfere  with  the  exercise 
of  the  mercy  of  the  Crown.  They  had 
no  power  to  do  so,  even  if  they  felt  in- 
clined, and  they  were  only  calling  upon 
the  Crown  to  exercise  that  mercy.  With 
regard  to  the  general  principle,  it  was 
one  of  the  platitudes  of  Parliament  that 
Parliament  was  not  a  Court  of  Appeal. 
It  was  a  platitude  which  had  no  mean- 
iug  except  in  the  mind  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber. It  wa9  one  of  the  highest  functions 
of  that  House  to  represent  every  griev- 
ance of  every  subject  of  Her  Majesty 
throughout  the  Realm,  and  it  waa 
the  right  of  every  Member  to  ven- 
tilate those  grievances  and  see  them  re- 
dressed. If  any  hon.  Member  was  con- 
scious of  any  injustice  done  by  a  Court 
of  Law,  it  was  his  duty  to  bring  it  be- 
fore Parliament  as  a  high  Court  of  Ap- 
peal. The  platitudes  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  North  Warwickshire  had  now 
been  as  often  repeated  as  the  celebrated 
illustration  of  King  Charles's  head  by 
Mr.  Dick,  which  was  so  familiar  to 
everybody.  Parliament  was  the  highest 
Court  of  Appeal  in  the  Realm,  and 
every  Member  had  a  right  to  bring  any 
case  of  grievance  into  that  Court  of  Ap- 
peal. He  had  been  much  surprised  at 
the  answer  of  the  Chief  Secretary,  and 
his  surprise  was  not  unmixed  with  in- 
dignatiim,  although  the  answer  of  the 
right  h'in.  Gentleman  was  characteristic 
ol  the  whole  attitude  of  the  Government 
with  regard  to  theuduiinistraiion  of  jus- 
tice in  Ireland.  It  was  a  mistake  to 
substitute  the  blind  fury  of  revenge  for 
the  calm  strength  of  men  who  were 
anxious  to  govern  in  accordance  with 
justice.  The  Chief  Secretary,  as  a  literary 
man,  and  accustomed  to  write  about 
various  matters,  might  be  suiiposed  to 
have  something  of  a  sympathetic  nature ; 
but  he  had  uuticed  that  whenever  the 
Chief  Secretary  spuke   about  the  reli- 
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gious  feelings  of  the  Irish  people  he  in- 
variably introduced  something  that  was 
absurdly  and  grotesquely  wrong.    There 
was  not  a  man  who  had  any  knowledge 
of  the  feeling  of  the  Irish  people  who 
did  not  know  that  a  man  on  the  brink 
of  the  grave,   receiving  the  last  Sacra- 
ment, and  being  on  the  point  of  death, 
would  not  be  prepared  to  perjure  him- 
self.   He  maintained  that  such  an  asser- 
tion was  so  grotesque  as  to  be  almost 
beyond  the  bounds  of  imagination.     He 
trusted  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  pay  attention  to  these   remarks. 
[Mr.  Trevelyan  :  I  am  doing  so.]     The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  must  be  even  an 
abler  man  than  he  gave  him  credit  for 
if  ho  was  able  to  pay  attention  to  the 
debate  and  carry  on  a  conver.iation  at 
the  same  time.       What  he  (Mr.   T.  P. 
O'Connor)  asserted  was,   that  anybody 
who  had  any  acquaintance  with  the  feel- 
ings of  the  Irish  Catholics  would  be  pre- 
pared to  say  that  it  was  not  within  the 
bounds  of  reason  and  probability  that  a 
man  who  was  receiving  the  last  Sacra- 
ment would  be  guilty  of  an  atrocious 
lie,  and  perjure  himself  by  confessing  a 
crime  of  which   he  was  innocent.     He 
challenged  the  hon.  and  learned  Solicitor 
General,  now  seated   beside   the   right 
hon.  Gentleman,  who,    although  not  a 
Catholic,  knew  something  about  Irehind 
and  Irish  Catholics — he  challenged  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  to  get  up 
and  say  he  agreed  with  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary that  it  was  at  all  probable  an  Irish 
Catholic,  receiving   the  last  Sacrament, 
and  within  a  few  hours  of  his  death, 
would  pledge  himself  lo  what  he  know 
to  be  a  wilful  lie.    That  was  a  deliberate 
challenge.      Such  an  assumption  could 
only  show  the  grotesque  ignorance    of 
the  man  who  made  it  in  regard  to  the 
feelings  of  the  Irish  people.  If  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman   wore  speaking  of  the 
religious  feelings  or  sentiments  of  the 
Hindoos  or  Mahomedans  of  India,  among 
whom  he  had  spent  some  years  of  his 
life,  he  would  not  have  been  guilty  of 
so  great  a  misrepresentation.     He  saw 
another  right  hon.  Gentleman  upon  the 
Front  Opposition  Bench,    who  was    in 
Ireland   once   as   Chief   Secretary   (Sir 
Robert  Peel).     He  appealed  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  get  up  and  say  whe- 
ther he  agreed  with  the  Chief  Secretary 
that  an  Irish  Catholic,  within  a  few  mi- 
nutes of  his  death,  would  receive  the 
Sacrament  of  penance  and  forgivenesa 
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for  all  Lis  sins,  and  then  would  add  to 
his  soul  the  sin  of  a  lie  on  his  death  bed? 
Would  the  hon.  and  learned  Solicitor 
General,,  or  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Huntingdon  (Sir  Kobert  Peel),  deny  that 
they  had  in  this  case,  besides  a  confes- 
sion made  under  solemn  and  convincing 
surroundings,  a  motive  on  the  part  of 
the  man  who  confessed  the  crime.  In 
the  second  place,  there  was  the  case  of 
the  man,  which  went  to  prove  the  truth 
of  his  story  as  well  as  his  own  confes- 
sion. He  had  absconded  from  the 
Island  almost  immediately  after  the 
crime  was  committed,  and  there  was  evi- 
dence that  before  doing  so  he  made  no 
communication  with  his  relatives  or 
friends.  In  the  third  place,  there  was 
the  fact  that,  in  addition  to  the  confes- 
sion, the  man  who  was  convicted  bore 
a  strong  resemblance  to  the  man  who 
confessed,  and  the  fact  that  Gauly  ran 
away  in  the  interval  between  the  arrest 
of  Kilmartin  and  the  trial  was  a  strong 
additional  testimony  of  the  conscious- 
ness in  his  mind  that  he  was  guilty. 
They  had  the  fact  that  the  men  re- 
sembled each  other,  the  further  fact  that 
the  crime  was  committed  in  a  dark  hour 
of  the  night,  that  the  identification  was 
confined  to  one  witness,  and  that  he  was 
a  witness  so  weak  on  the  question  of 
identification  that  on  a  previous  occasion 
his  evidence  against  the  person  whom 
he  accused  of  a  similar  crime  was  dis- 
believed by  the  jury.  He  would  venture 
to  say  that  there  was  not  a  single 
Member  of  that  House  who  had  listened 
to  the  case  who  did  not  consider  that  the 
Chief  Secretary's  attitude  in  this  matter 
was  shameful  to  the  Administration  of 
which  he  was  a  Member.  He  knew  that 
a  great  deal  of  crime  had  been  commit- 
ted in  Ireland  between  the  years  1882 
and  1883.  He  deplored  the  fever  of 
crime  which  had  taken  place ;  but  it 
ought  to  be  remembered  that,  as  had 
happened  in  France,  the  red  terror  had 
been  succeeded  by  a  white  terror  equally 
terrible,  so  in  Ireland  the  red  terror  had 
been  succeeded  by  a  white  terror,  and 
there  was  not  a  man  who  did  not  be- 
lieve that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
were  now  retaining  in  penal  servitude  a 
man  who  was  wholly  innocent  of  the 
crime  imputed  to  him. 

Sm  WILLIAM  HAECOUET :  In 
dealing  with  a  matter  of  this  kind,  it 
certainly  requires  the  calmest  exercise 
of  judicial  faculties,  an<l  I  hope  that  it 
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will  not  be  approached  in  the  spirit  of 
the  speech  towhich  we  have  just  listened. 
We  are,  however,  used  to  the  violent 
and  abusive  language  in  which  the 
hon.  Member  fur  Galway  (Mr.  T.  P. 
O'Connor)  lias  indulged. 

Mr.  HEALY  :  Sir  Arthur  Otway.  I 
rise  to  Order.  I  wish  to  know  whether 
the  expression  which  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  has  used  is  in  Order  ? 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
has  spoken  of  the  violent  and  abusive 
language  of  my  hon.  Friend. 

The  chairman  :  I  cannot  say  that 
the  words  used  by  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  are  out  of  Order.  I 
have  often  heard  language  to  the  same 
effect  used  in  tin's  Uouse. 

Sin  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  I 
should  like  to  know  what  hon.  Members 
opposite  would  say  if  I  applied  the 
epithet  "  shameful "  to  them,  as  the 
hon.  Member  has  applied  to  the  conduct 
of  my  right  hon.  Friend  ?  He  has  dis- 
tinctly charged  my  right  hon.  Friend 
and  the  Government  of  Ireland  with 
exercising  a  white  terror.  Probably  the 
hon.  Member  does  not  consider  that 
violent  and  abusive  language.  I  do  ; 
and  I  say  that  habitually  the  language 
used  by  the  hon.  Member,  and  by  hon. 
Members  sitting  by  him,  towards  my 
right  hon.  Friend  is  violent,  abusive, 
and  most  unjustifiable.  [  Crii»  0/  •'  Oh  !  " 
from  the  Jriih  Members.]  Well,  that  is 
my  opinion.  I  dare  say  that  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  do  not  share  it.  I  am 
quite  as  much  against  white  terror  as 
non.  Members  opposite ;  and  I  am  glad 
to  hear,  for  the  first  time,  that  they  do 
not  approve  of  red  terror.  At  the  same 
time,  I  must  say  that  I  have  heard  very 
little  from  those  hon.  Gentlemen  in  de- 
nouncing red  terror  since  I  have  been  in 
Office.  I  can  only  say  that  this  is  not 
the  spirit  in  which  a  question  of  this 
kind  is  to  be  approached.  It  is  a  very 
serious  thing  to  reconsider,  in  a  matter 
of  this  description,  the  deliberate  de- 
cision of  a  Ju<lioial  Tribunal.  I  say,  in 
spite  of  what  has  been  affirmed  by  hon. 
Gentlemon  opposite,  whether  it  be  the 
Irish  Government,  or  whether  it  be  the 
English  Government,  there  is  no  duty 
they  undertake-  with  a  graver  sense  of 
responsibility  than  that  of  revising  or  in- 
quiring into  the  sentences  passed  by  the 
Judges.  Although,  of  course,  I  do  not 
deny  for  a  moment  the  right  of  any 
Member  of  Parliament  to  bring  forward 


a  matter  of  this  kind,  stUl  I  assert  that 
it  is  most  inconvenient,  and  almost  im- 
possible, for  this  House,  upon  ex  parte 
statements,  or  [even  upon  an  argument 
upon  the  case,  to  arrive  at  any  proper 
decision  upon  the  matter.  Now,  I  have 
every  day  to  deal  with  such  matters,  and 
I  can  assure  hon.  Gentlemen  that  if  they 
were  to  attempt  to  discu.ss  the  questions 
I  have  every  day  to  deal  with,  days 
would  not  suffice  for  discussing  and 
arguing,  in  a  public  Assembly,  the  vari- 
ous points  which  are  raised  in  a  string 
of  questions  of  this  kind.  What  is  the 
present  case  ?  As  I  understand  it,  a 
man  has  been  convicted  upon  evidence 
which,  apart  from  this  confession,  has 
never  been  challenged.  Nobody  says 
that  the  evidence  given  nt  the  trial  was 
not  such  as  might  well  have  satisfied  the 
jury  ;  and  if  it  satisfied  the  jury,  then 
the  sentence  was  justified. 

Mu.  SEXTON  :  We  impeach  the  evi- 
denoe  of  the  bailiff,  which  was  the  sole 
evitlence  in  the  case,  on  the  ground  that 
his  previously  sworn  evidence,  in  identi- 
fication of  a  man  alleged  to  have  com- 
mitted a  similar  crime,  was  not  believed 
by  the  jury,  and  the  prisoner  was  ac- 
quitted. 

Sill  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  The 
hon.  Member  may  impeach  the  evidence ; 
but  surely,  in  such  a  case,  the  evidence  of 
the  man  who  was  shot  at  was  very 
strong  evidence.  What  is  now  wanted 
is  to  get  in  the  confession  of  another 
person,  who  says  that  ho  committed  the 
crime.  It  is  supposed,  apparently,  that 
the  confession  of  this  man  is  an  unex- 
ampled and  conclusive  case.  Now,  in- 
stances of  confessions  of  this  character, 
entirely  unfounded,  are  very  numerous, 

Mb.  SEXTON :  No. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  The 
hon.  Member  chooses  to  say  "  No."  I, 
who  have  to  deal  with  these  matters,  say 
"Yes." 

Mb.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN :  Were  they 
dying  declarations  ? 

Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  On 
the  whole,  I  should  say  that  dying  de- 
clarations are  a  great  deal  more  sus- 
picious than  other  confessions.  ["Oh  !  "] 
Really,  if  hon.  Members  opposite  will 
only  be  calm  and  patient,  and  hear  what 
I  have  to  say,  they  will  have  ample  op- 
portunity by-and-bye  of  replying  to  me. 
The  man  who  is  dying  has  nothing  to 
suffer  in  this  world,  at  aU  events. 
["  Oh  !  "3    If    hon.  Members  opposite 
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wish  the  matter  to  be  discussed,  they 
are  pursuing  a  very  improper  method  of 
disposing  of  a  question  of  this  kind.  I 
am  only  endeavouring  to  say  what  my 
experience  of  cases  of  this  kind — cases 
in  which  there  has  been  no  question  of 
Party  sentiment,  or  religious  prejudice 
— ^has  been.  It  would,  however,  be  en- 
tirely ridiculous  to  discuss  the  question 
on  the  basis  on  which  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  put  it — that  the  declarations  of 
Irish  Catholics  are  to  be  treated  other- 
wise than  those  of  English  Protestants. 
I  regard  the  one  with  neither  more  nor 
less  favour  than  the  other ;  but  we  are 
bound  to  pay  respect  to  all  the  circum- 
Btances  which  surround  it.  In  the  first 
place,  the  confession  of  a  man  that  he 
has  committed  a  crime,  for  which  an- 
other man  has  been  convicted  and 
punished,  is  a  very  serious  matter  in- 
deed. No  doubt,  such  a  confession 
throws  a  grave  primd  facie  doubt  upon 
the  conviction.  But  it  is  not,  and  ought 
not  to  be,  regarded  as  conclusive.  It  is 
nothing  of  the  kind  There  are  great 
temptations,  under  certain  circumstances, 
to  make  a  confession  of  that  character. 
I  have  known  several  cases  of  confes- 
sions made  by  men  under  such  circum- 
stances. 

Mb.  sexton  :  Dying  confessions  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  HAECOUET :  I 
have  answered  the  word  "dying"  al- 
ready. I  say  that  dying  confessions  are 
not  to  be  regarded  differently  from  a 
confession  made  by  a  man  who  is  not 
dying,  because  the  man  who  is  dying 
has  nothing  to  fear,  so  far,  at  least,  as 
this  world  is  concerned.  Dying  con- 
fessions are  most  of  all  suspicious  on 
occasions  of  this  kind.  I  have  known 
how  confessions  have  sometimes  been 
made.  It  may  have  been  that  the  man 
who  confessed  had  already  received 
penal  servitude  for  life,  and  he  would 
know  that  he  had  no  more  favour  to 
expect ;  but  he  thinks  that  he  can 
benefit  a  friend  by  making  a  confession 
of  this  kind.  Such  "declarations  have 
been  made  from  time  to  time,  and  I 
have  had  to  examine  them,  and  I  have 
found  them  totally  unfounded.  Hon. 
Members  would  be  astonished  if  they 
knew,  as  well  as  I  do,  the  circumstances 
under  which  confessions  of  this  kind 
have  been  made.  The  motive  is  not 
difficult  to  conjecture.  The  man  knows 
that  he  has  nothing  to  sufi'er  in  making 
such  a  confession.    He  is  already  beyond 
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the  reach  of  justice;  and  if  under  a 
sentence,  for  instance,  of  death,  he 
knows  that  he  has  nothing  more  to  fear. 
He  wants  no  protection  against  the  con- 
sequence of  making  a  false  confession. 
Therefore,  I  say,  having  had  a  consider- 
able amount  of  experience  in  matters  of 
this  kind,  that  they  must  all  of  them 
be  carefully  examined.  No  doubt  a 
confession  arouses  a  strong  presumption, 
in  the  first  instance,  against  the  sentence. 
It,  therefore,  becomes  necessary  to  in- 
quire into  the  whole  facts  of  the  case,  and 
see  whether  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  itself  corroborate  the  confession.  I 
have  had  to  consider  cases  in  which  the 
surrounding  circumstances  have  corro- 
borated the  confession,  and  the  man 
who  has  been  innocently  convicted  haa 
been  pardoned.  But  there  have  been 
cases  of  true  confession,  and  cases  of 
false  confession  ;  and  it  has  required  the 
most  careful  judgment  and  the  most 
anxious  exercise  of  the  judicial  faculty 
to  determine  to  which  of  the  two  classes 
of  cases  the  confession  belongs.  It  can 
only  be  done  by  a  very  careful  and^  im- 
partial examination,  and  by  considering 
the  confession  together  with  all  the  facts 
which  led  to  tbe  conviction.  '  If  it  were 
once  assumed  that  those  charged  with 
the  duty  did  not  bring  to  the  perform- 
ance of  the  task  those  qualities  which 
are  necessary  to  its  performance,  the 
assumption  would  condemn  the  system 
of  administering  the  prerogative  of 
mercy.  It  has  been  found  that  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  prerogative  of  mercy 
can  only  be  effectually  discharged  by 
leaving  it  in  a  very  few  hands.  We 
cannot  dispose  of  matters  of  this  kind 
by  a  debate — even  if  it  be  most  calmly 
and  carefully  conducted — in  a  popular 
Assembly.  We  could  not  hope  to  arrive 
at  a  fair  and  just  conclusion  upon  it 
without  a  most  laborious  comparison  of 
particulars  in  each  individual  case.  I 
believe  Earl  Spencer  will  not  deliberately 
refuse  to  give  weight  to  the  important 
circumstances  of  a  confession  of  this 
character.  Indeed,  if  it  were  believed 
that  Earl  Spencer  would  not  examine 
into  the  surroimding  circumstances  of 
the  case,  there  would  be  no  use  in  argu- 
ing the  matter  further.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  hon.  Members  opposite  are  dis- 
posed, as  I  believe  the  majority  of  this 
House  will  be  disposed,  to  entrust  the 
Executive  Government  with  the  dis- 
charge of  this  duty,  and  to  leave  the 
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matter  within  their  responsibility,  then 
I  bfilieve  the  House  will  be  of  opinion 
that,  however  right  it  may  have  been  to 
call  attention  to  such  a  case,  the  ullimnto 
judgment  must  rest  with  those  who  alone 
are  capable  of  forming  a  judgment 
upon  it. 

Sia  ROBERT  PEEL  said,  that  as 
the  hon.  Member  for  Galway  (Mr.  T.  P. 
O'Connor)  hud  referred  to  him  he  should 
like  to  say  a  word  upon  the  subject. 
The  Ilomo  Secretary  had  commenced 
his  remarks  by  saying  that  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  approach  the  subject  in  a  c  aim 
and  judicial  spirit,  and  then  he  pro- 
ceeded to  point  out  that  his  experience 
upon  the  subject  gave  him  a  vast  supe- 
riority over  any  other  man  in  the  House. 
From  that  point  tlie  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  instead  of  approach- 
ing the  question  in  the  calm  and  judi<n'al 
spirit  he  had  suggested,  proceeded  to 
use  language  towards  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers, which,  if  it  had  been  used  against 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  the  Irish  Go- 
vernment, would  have  been  received 
with  a  torrent  of  disapprobation.  Now, 
any  hon.  Member  wlio  had  sat  in  the 
House  during  the  last  three  months 
must  have  heard  cases  submitted  to  the 
House  which  had  certainly  startled  Eng- 
lish Members.  He  did  not  shrink  from 
that  declaration.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
had  talked  about  white  terror.  There 
could  be  no  doubt  whatever  that  the 
system  of  Government  in  Ireland  at  this 
moment,  and  during  the  last  three  years, 
had  been  most  reijugnant  to  English  feel- 
ing; and  what  must  it  be  to  the  Irish 
people ?  {A  lauqh.']  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Home  Secretary 
sneered  and  laughed  at  his  remark ;  he 
was  in  the  habit  of  doing  so  ;  but  it 
would  not  have  the  least  effect  upon  him 
(Sir  Robert  Peel),  nor  would  it  prevent 
him  from  saying  what  he  was  entitled  to 
say  in  that  House.  He  would  ouly  take 
this  one  case  which  had  been  brought 
under  the  attention  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  Ho  knew  the  difficulties 
which  his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chief 
Secretary  had  to  contend  against.  No 
doubt  he  bad  to  deal  with  dillicult  cases 
day  by  day,  and  h«  admired  the  ad- 
mirable way  in  wliioh  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  dealt  with  them,  and  the 
tact  and  temper  which  he  had  displayed. 
He  had  told  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  himself  on  more  than  one  occasion  ; 
but   here  was   a  case  where  the  hon. 


Member  for  Sligo  (Mr.  Sexton)  told 
them  that  a  person  whom  he  believed 
to  have  been  really  guilty,  on  escaping 
to  America  and  dying  abroad,  confessed 
that  he  was  guilty  of  the  commission  of 
a  particular  crime.  Upon  his  death 
bed,  in  the  presence  of  a  Roman  Catholic 
priest,  this  man  declared  that  he  was 
the  person  who  committed  the  crime, 
and  that  it  was  not  the  person  who  had 
been  convicted  in  Ireland.  His  right 
hon.  Friend,  nevertheless,  said  that  he 
attached  no  weight  or  trust  to  such  a 
death-bed  confession.  The  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Home  Se- 
cretary said  that  in  regard  to  death-bed 
confessions  ho  would  have  attached  just 
as  much  weight  to  that  of  a  Protestant 
as  that  of  a  Catholic.  Now,  he  (Sir 
Robert  Peel)  had  had  some  experience 
of  Ireland  and  the  lri«h  people  many 
years  ago  ;  and  he  was  bound  to  say  that 
in  his  humble  judgment,  if  a  Roman 
Cathcilic  upon  his  deatii  bed,  and  in  the 
presence  of  his  priest,  were  to  make  a 
declaration  that  he  himself  had  unhap- 
pily committed  a  crime  for  which  another 
had  been  convicted,  he  (Sir  Robert  Peel) 
would  be  far  more  inclined — and  he  said 
it  as  a  Protestant — to  place  weight  and 
contidence  in  the  statement  of  that  man, 
than  he  would  be  in  a  similar  declara- 
tion made  by  a  Protestant.  He  had 
lived  for  years  in  Catholic  countries, 
and  he  firmly  believed,  if  this  man 
Gauly  made  the  statement  in  question 
to  a  priest  in  the  hope  of  receiving  abso- 
lution after  having  escaped  from  Ireland 
in  consequence  of  an  attempt  to  commit 
murder,  that  bis  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Chief  Secretary,  and  the  hon,  and 
learned  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland, 
would  do  well  to  consider  whether  it 
might  not  be  necessary,  not,  as  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  North  Warwick- 
shire (Mr.  Newdegate)  said,  to  refrain 
from  interference,  but  for  the  House  of 
Commons  to  take  the  matter  into  their 
own  hands.  They  did  not  seek  to  take 
from  the  Government  the  exercise  of  the 
prerogative  of  mercy,  nor  the  faculty 
which  rested  in  the  Crown  of  granting 
pardon.  This  was  the  case  of  a  man 
sentenced  to  penal  servitude  for  life, 
and  he  thought  the  House  of  Commons 
might  well  e.xpress  an  opinion  upon  the 
subject.  He  hoped  the  hon.  and  learned 
Solicitor  General  would  address  the 
Committee  in  a  very  different  spirit  from 
that  in  which  the  Home  Secretary,  who 


1207 


Supply — Civil 


[COMMONS) 


Strviet  Etlimattt. 


12U8 


always  had  his  sneers  and  his  flouts 
whenever  anybody  differed  from  him, 
had  addressed  it,  and  that  he  would  ad- 
dress himself  to  the  point  which  had 
been  submitted  from  the  Irisli  Benolies 
— namely,  that  the  Government  should 
exercise  the  power  they  had  of  inducing 
the  Sovereign  of  the  country  to  consider 
a  question  which  in  the  Irish  mind  wa« 
entitled  to  consideration,  and  grant  to 
this  unhappy  man  a  pai-don. 

Siu  EDWARD  WATKIN  said,  that 
a  case  had  occurred  not  long  ago  in 
Manchester  in  which  an  Irishman  was 
convicted  and  sentenced  to  penal  servi- 
tude for  life  on  a  charge  of  murder — 
samely,  shooting  a  policeman.  After- 
wards, a  man  named  Peace  was  tried 
for  another  murder,  condemned,  and 
subsequently  hung  for  it ;  and  that  man 
confessed  that  he  had  committed  the 
murder  for  which  the  Irishman  had 
been  sentenced  to  penal  servitude.  Upoa 
that  confession,  of  which  there  was  no 
corroboration  or  anything  else,  the  Go- 
vernment pardoned  the  man  under  sen- 
tence of  penal  servitude,  and  even  com- 
pensated him  for  the  sufferings  ho  had 
undergone.  Surely  this  was  a  similar 
case,  if  it  was  anything  at  all,  of  mis- 
taken identity.  Did  anybody  in  that 
House  mean  to  say  for  a  moment  that 
the  identification  by  the  bailiff  who  had 
sworn  to  the  man  was  so  undoubted  that 
it  might  not  bo  a  case  of  mistaken  iden- 
tity ?  It  was  not  a  cose  of  political  dis- 
Eute,  but  something  more — namely,  of 
uman  lifo ;  because  the  case  of  a 
human  being  kept  during  the  whole 
period  of  his  life  in  slavery — for  penal 
servitude  was  slavery — was  surely  worthy 
of  something  more  than  an  answer 
stating  that  there  had  been  a  compari- 
son of  papers  by  lawyers,  and  a  balance 
of  probability  without  any  evidence 
whatever.  Would  it  be  too  much  for  a 
rich  country  like  this  to  send  ovor  to  the 
priest  at  Boston,  to  the  doctor  who  at- 
tended Gauly,  and  to  the  others  who  were 
acquainted  with  the  facts  of  the  case  ? 
It  would  be  remembered  that  for  tlie 
murder  of  a  policeman  in  the  attack  on 
a  police  van  at  Manchester,  several  per- 
sons were  convicted,  including  a  man 
named  Alaguire,  who  was  found  guilty 
and  sentenced  to  be  hung.  It  happened 
that  he  (Sir  Edward  Watkiu)  woson  in- 
timate terms  with  one  of  the  Judges  who 
tried  the  case,  and  he  saw  that  Judge  off 
from  the  Manchester  railway  station  on 

Sir  Jiobert  Peel 


his  way  to  London.  He  remarked  to  the 
learned  Judge,  having  heard  the  evi- 
dence in  Court,  that  he  did  not  believe 
the  man  Maguire  was  guilty.  The  Judge 
— it  was  Sir  John  Mellor — said  that  he 
himself  had  the  gravest  doubt  upon  the 
subject,  and  that  he  would  require  more 
conclusive  evidence  than  had  yet  been 
given  to  convince  him  that  Maguire  was 
one  of  the  persons  who  had  murdered 
the  policeman.  The  learned  Judge  fur- 
ther said  that  he  intended  to  write  to 
the  Home  Secretary  upon  the  subject. 
By  following  up  all  the  circumstances, 
it  was  afterwards  proved  to  absolute 
demonstration  that  it  was  impossible  for 
the  man  Maguire  to  have  been  in  the 
Manchester  lioad  on  the  day  the  police- 
man was  murdered  ;  and  on  the  Keport 
of  the  Judge  that  he  had  grave  doubts 
in  his  own  mind,  and  on  the  new  evi- 
dence obtained,  the  man  was  ultimately 
pardoned,  and  through  the  kindness  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  E.xchequer,  who  was  then 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty,  was  re- 
instated in  the  ranks  of  the  Ma- 
rines, to  which  he  had  formerly  be- 
longed, and,  he  believed,  had  been  com- 
pensated for  the  sufferings  he  had 
undergone.  He  mentioned  that  as  a 
case  which  had  occurred  within  his  own 
knowledge ;  and  he  would  ask,  in  the 
present  case,  was  it  too  much  for  this 
country,  instead  of  balancing  probabili- 
ties on  documentary  evidence,  to  send  to 
the  priest  and  the  doctor  in  Boston  in 
justice  to  a  man  who  would  otherwise 
be  doomed  to  a  life  of  slavery  ? 

Mh.  TREVELYAN  :  I  think  the  very- 
few  observations  which  I  made  early  in 
the  debate  have  been  quite  justified  by 
what  has  occurred  since.  The  discus- 
sion has  shown  how  inconvenient  it  is 
to  try  a  case  of  this  kind  over  again  in 
the  House  of  Commons;  for  the  hon. 
Member  who  has  just  spoken  practically 
tried  this  case  over  again,  not  from  any 
new  evidence  he  has  brought  forward  in 
regard  to  the  case  itself,  hut  upon  an 
argument  in  connection  with  a  case  that 
occurred  in  Manchester  some  years  ago, 
in  which  it  was  shown  that  there  had 
been  a  case  of  mistaken  identity.  Ho, 
therefore,  contends  that  there  may 
have  been  a  similar  case  of  mistaken 
identity  here.  That  only  shows  how 
extremely  inconvenient  it  is  to  argue  a 
case  of  this  sort  in  a  popular  Assembly, 
and,  above  all,  to  argue  it  without  Notice  of 
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the  intention  to  discuss  it.  In  a  matter 
of  this  extreme  importance,  it  certainly 
■would  have  been  well  if  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  81igo  (Mr.  Sexton),  being  deter- 
mined to  take  a  course  which  I  must 
Bay  I  deprecate,  had  given  Notice  of  his 
intention. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  The  case  has  only 
just  been  brought  before  me;  but  1 
may  remind  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  ho  has  had  six  montlis  to  give  an 
answer  to  the  representations  made  to 
him. 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  :  I  do  not  know 
what  the  date  was  when  tho  case  was 
first  brought  to  my  notice ;  and  as  n 
matter  of  fact,  in  answering  the  appeal 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Sligo,  I  pur- 
posely abstained  from  entering  into  the 
facts  of  tho  case,  because  I  think  we 
should,  as  far  as  possible,  recognize  the 
principle  that  the  question  of  dispensing 
the  mercy  of  the  Crown  should  not  be- 
come a  matter  of  debate  in  this  House. 
But  this  debate  has  now  gone  on  for 
some  time,  and  statements  have  been 
made  by  hon.  Members  opposite,  on  the 
full  faith  that  they  are  correct,  which 
have  been  accepted  by  other  hon.  Mem- 
bers chiefly  sitting  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  and  by  the  riglit  hon.  Baronet 
opposite  the  Member  for  Huntingdon 
(Sir  Eobert  Peel).  Those  statements 
have  been  accepted  as  premisses  from 
which  to  argue  the  case  ;  and,  therefore, 
I  may  say  that  when  I  remarked  that 
this  bald  statement  on  the  part  of  the 
poor  man  Qauly  that  he  had  committed 
the  crime — a  statement  made  without  any 
circumstances  whatsoever,  that  had  any 
bearing  on  the  trial,  I  spoke  with  a  full 
knowledge  of  what  the  circumstances  of 
the  trial  were.  Now,  the  hon.  Member 
for  Sligo  says  that  the  case  rests  upon 
the  unsupported  evidence  of  the  bailitf 
who  identified  KUmartin  as  the  man  who 
fired  at  him.  In  the  first  place,  the  iden- 
tification of  a  person  who  has  attempted 
to  commit  a  murder,  or  has  committed 
a  murder,  is  not  in  itself  necessary. 
Frequently  a  man  has  been  punished 
for  committing  a  mui-der  who  has  not 
been  actually  soeu  in  the  act  of  com- 
mitting it.  But  here  you  have,  at  any 
rate,  the  man  who  was  fired  at  stating 
that  he  did  identify  his  assailant.  Nor 
is  it  the  case,  as  the  hon.  Member  for 
Sligo  has  been  informed,  that  Kilmartin 
is  a  man  who  might  easily  be  confused 
with  Gauly.     Kilmartin,  judging  from 


the  evidence  in  tho  papers,  and  I  am  not 
going  to  put  forward  any  point  which  I 
have  not  absolutely  ascertained — Kil- 
martin was  a  very  remarkable  looking 
man  indeed,  and  that  fact  strongly 
weighed  upon  the  mind  of  Judge  Lawson 
in  coming  to  his  decision,  and  also  upon 
Earl  Spencer  in  accepting  Judge  Law- 
sou'a  decision.  In  the  next  place,  be- 
sides the  direct  identification,  there  was 
a  considerable  amount  of  strong  cor- 
roborative evidence.  A  perfectly  reliable 
witness  had  seen  Kilmartin  in  what  he 
called  his  stocking  feet  or  "pouchetts," 
which  meant  that  he  had  no  boots  on. 
Now,  tiio  marks  of  stockinged  feet  an- 
swering to  those  which  would  have  been 
made  by  Kilmartin  wore  traced  from  the 
scene  of  the  murder  to  Kilmartin's 
house.  That  is  a  piece  of  evidence  of 
which  I  have  a  clear  rocoUeclion,  al- 
though there  is  a  great  deal  more,  of  an 
important  nature,  which  I  do  not  re- 
member. Then,  again,  Kilmartin's 
house  was  searched,  and  some  extremely 
suspicious  things  were  found  there,  or 
on  the  immediate  premises.  I  remember 
that,  among  other  things,  a  cartridge 
and  a  mask  were  found.  Recollect  that 
I  am  not  trying  tho  case ;  but  I  am 
merely  giving  a  few  of  the  strong  points 
which  remain  in  my  mind  to  show  that 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  corroborative 
testimony.  Against  this  evidence  there 
is  the  single  statement  of  the  man 
Qauly  that  he  committed  the  murder, 
and  nothing  else. 

Mil.  SEXTON  :  It  was  not  a  murder, 
only  an  attemjited  murder. 

Mr.  TREVELYAN :  I  mean  tho  at- 
tempted murder.  Tho  only  coiTobora- 
tion  of  til  at  statement  is  that  Gauly  had 
fled  from  tho  country,  and  miglit  have 
had  a  motive  for  committing  the  crime. 
It  is  very  difficult  to  unravel  these 
crimes  ;  but  to  say  the  least  it  was  pos- 
sible, when  wo  remember  what  the 
machinery  of  crime  has  been  in  Ireland, 
that  there  may  have  been  men  who 
have  been  selected  as  tho  instruments 
of  crime,  and  it  may  have  been  the  case, 
in  this  as  in  other  crimes  in  Ireland, 
that  a  man  had  been  selected  who  may 
have  had  no  special  quarrel  with  the 
person  sought  to  be  injured.  With 
regard  to  the  declaration  made  by  Gauly, 
I  must  say  that  I  do  not  think  it  showed 
any  ignorance  of  Ireland  on  my  part  to 
have  said,  or  now  to  repeat  the  observa- 
tion, that  there  are  men  there,  perhaps 
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many  men,  wbo  would  regard  a  person 
•who  coramittod  a  crime  tLut  would  bo 
called  a  political  criTtp,  as,  indeed,  I  have 
heard  crimes' called  in  this  House — who 
would  regard  a  person  of  that  sort  with 
Bympathy,  with  pity,  and  even  with  ad- 
miration, and  would  feel  that  he  was 
doing  a  justifiable  act  in  accusing  him- 
self in  order  to  get  that  person  off.  I 
hope  hon.  Members  will  not  jump  at  the 
conclusion  that  I  am  saying  anything 
offensive.  I  state  it  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
quite  apart  from  the  religious  question. 
Putting  the  religious  question  aside,  I 
believe  that  a  man  who,  like  Gauly,  is 
said  by  hon.  Members  opposite  to  be  a 
murderer  in  intention  would  be  capable, 
from  motives  of  sympathy  and  admira- 
tion for  a  man  accused  of  a  crime  of  this 
description,  of  making  a  false  statement 
that  he  had  committed  the  crime.  The 
Irish  Government,  by  the  light  thrown 
upon  the  evidence  by  the  confession  of 
Gauly,  on  considering  Gaul^-'s  declara- 
tion, have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
does  not  in  the  least  degree  shake  the 
evidence  that  whatever  knowledge  Gauly 
might  have  had  of  the  crime,  Kilmartin 
committed  it,  or  took  part  ia  it.  I  may 
say,  however,  if  it  will-  be  satisfactory  to 
hon.  Members  opposite,  that  the  Govern- 
ment have  no  objection  to  send  an  adept 
to  the  spot  in  order  to  make  special 
inquiries  about  Gauly;  but  1  am  satis- 
fied that  anyone  who  is  accustomed  to 
investigate  criminal  charges  upon  simi- 
lar evidence  to  that  on  which  Kilmartin 
■was  convicted,  and  who  afterwards  saw 
Gauly's  confession,  would  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  Gauly's  confession  has 
not  in  one  whit  shaken  the  strength  of 
the  evidence  wliich  convicted  Kilmartin. 
I  purposely  abstain  from  answering 
further  the  observations  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Galway  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Con- 
nor). 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL 
Baid,  the  suggestion  which  the  Chief 
Secretary  had  thrown  out  was  a  most 
remarkable  one.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  suggested  that  a  man,  on  his 
death  bed,  just  before  going  into  the 
presence  of  his  Maker,  at  the  moment  of 
accomplishing  the  most  solomn  act  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  religion  —  more 
solemn,  perhaps,  than  a  Protestant  could 
realize — had,  for  what  might  be  called 
the  sake  of  glorification,  accused  himself 
of  a  crime  of  which  he  was  entirely 
guiltless. 

Mr.  Titvtlyan 


Mb.  TREVELYAN  :  I  did  not  say  it 

was  for  the  purpose  of  glorification  ;  but 
I  said  that  perhaps  the  confession  was 
made  out  of  sympathy  or  admiration  for 
another  person  whom  he  was  anxious  to 
save  from  a  terrible  fate. 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHIUi 
said,  the  explanation  of  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary did  not,  in  his  mind,  alter  the  case 
at  all.  That  a  man  under  such  circum- 
stances, just  before  his  death,  in  the 
presence  of  his  priest,  should  deliberately 
accuse  himself  of  a  fearful  crime  of 
which  he  was  guiltless,  knowing  that 
his  name  would  be  handed  down  with 
infamy  to  his  family  and  in  the  locality 
in  which  he  had  lived  as  that  of  a  man 
who  had  committed  a  fearful  crime,  was 
a  proposition  which  he  ventui-ed  to  say 
might  be  submitted  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  himself,  from  Dublin  Castle, 
for  the  purposes  of  Irish  justice,  but 
would  not  convince  one  single  indepen- 
dent person  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
Ho  did  not  wish  to  say  a  word  against 
the  Home  Secretary,  for  it  would  bo 
difficult  for  any  impartial  person  to  find 
fault  with  the  present  administration  of 
the  Home  Office.  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  had  on  more  than 
one  occasion  proved  that  he  possessed  a 
generous  and  merciful  disposition,  and 
he  was  always  desirous  to  lean  to  the 
side  of  mercy,  and  give  a  convicted  per- 
son the  benefit  of  a  doubt.  But  in 
reply  to  the  evidence  given  at  the  trial, 
which  the  Chief  Secretary  had  just 
quoted,  as  to  the  remark  about  the  ap- 
pearance of  Kilmartin,  the  absence  of 
his  boots,  and  other  details,  the  Home 
Secretary  must  know  perfectly  well  that 
cases  were  constantly  arising  where  there 
was  apparently  the  most  crushing  cir- 
cumstantial evidence,  and  3'et  that  evi- 
dence was  absolutely  compatible  with 
the  complete  innocence  of  the  pri.soner. 
A  case  occurred  the  other  day  which  he 
wished  to  call  to  the  mind  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman — the  recent  case  of  a 
man  named  Siddell,  which  occurred 
somewhere  in  the  North,  at  Newcastle 
or  Durham.  He  was  a  man  who  was 
charged  with  being  concerned  in  a  mur- 
der with  another  man,  and  against  him 
the  evidence  was  perfectly  crushing. 
The  jury  found  him  guilty,  the  Judge 
sentenced  him  to  dooth,  and,  as  far  as 
he  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill)  remem- 
bered, the  Judge  concurred  in  the  ver- 
dict ;  and  yet,  within  a  very  i^v  days 
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af  tor  that  trial,  tlin  Home  Secretary  acci- 
dentally discovered  that  Siddell  was  ab- 
solutely innocent,  and  in  the  interests  of 
justice  he  was  given  a  free  pardon,  the 
pardoned  man  having  only  a  few  days 
before  been  couvioted  of  wilful  murder 
and  sentenced  to  be  hanged.  When  an 
astonishing  case  of  that  kind  could  occur, 
it  showed  the  importance  of  thoroughly 
investigating  such  cases,  and  ought  to 
put  them  on  their  guard  as  to  the  nature 
of  some  of  the  verdicts  that  might  be 
found.  Although  there  might  be  strong 
corroborative  testimonj'  in  Kilmartin's 
case,  he  fairly  thought  the  confession  of 
the  man  Gauly  ought  to  be  investigated 
with  special  care  by  the  Homo  Office. 
No  doubt,  there  were  death-bed  confes- 
sions of  persons  who  were  about  to 
undergo  a  capital  sentence  to  which  it 
would  be  almost  impossible  for  the 
Executive  Government  to  attach  any 
Talue.  It  was  not,  however,  necessary 
to  go  into  that  point  —  namely,  that 
when  a  man  was  convicted,  and  about  to 
be  executed,  ho  might  make  a  statement 
of  the  innocence  of  someone  else  in  the 
nature  of  a  death-bed  confession  which 
it  would  be  impossible  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  act  upon.  But  this  declaration 
was  not  a  death-bed  confession  of  that 
character ;  it  was  one  of  a  person  who 
had  escaped  from  all  the  consequences 
of  his  act,  who  could  not  be  got  hold  of 
by  the  police,  and  who  had  not  been 
suspected  of  committing  the  crime;  and, 
moreover,  it  was  made  when  the  man 
was  lying  upon  his  death  bed  from 
natural  causes.  It  was  made  in  the 
presence  of  a  Eomun  Catholic  priest, 
whose  respectability  was  vouched  for, 
not  only  by  the  Archbishop  of  the  Dio- 
cese, but  by  the  British  Vice  Consul. 
He  dared  say  that  the  Komau  Catholic 
priest.  Father  Curran,  had  never  heard 
of  this  man  before ;  but  he  had  pub- 
lished the  story  told  by  Gauly  because 
he  felt  it  to  be  true.  He  maintained, 
therefore,  that  when  they  had  a  delibe- 
rate statement  of  that  kind  made  in  the 
presence  of  a  priest,  and  without  fear  of 
arrest,  it  threw  the  gravest  doubt  upon 
the  corroborative  evidence  on  the  otiier 
side ;  and  he  thought  the  Ocivemraent 
Were  bound  to  investigate  the  matter 
thoroughly,  especially  when  a  man  had 
been  condemned  to  the  awful  penalty  of 
penal  servitude  for  life.  Even  if  it 
were  necessary  to  send  out  a  special 
Oommission  to  Boston  to  make  a  further 


investigation  he  was  certain  the  House 
would  not  grudge  the  expense.  The 
Chief  Secretary,  to  a  certain  extent,  had 
acceded  to  the  demand,  because  he  had 
stated  that  he  was  going  to  send  down 
an  adept  to  the  locality  whore  the  at- 
tempted murder  was  committed  to  in- 
quire into  the  facts  of  the  case  ;  but  he 
was  sure  the  House  of  Commons  on 
both  sides  would  support  the  I'ight  hon. 
Qentloman  in  sanctioning  an  extension 
of  the  inquiry  if  there  was  any  possi- 
bility of  relieving  a  man  who  had  been 
unjustly  condemned  to  a  most  fearful 
punishment. 

Mr.  NEVVDEQATE  said,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Hunt- 
ingdon (Sir  Robert  Peel)  and  the  noble 
Lord  who  had  just  addressed  the  Com- 
mittee had  quoted  the  fact  of  the  con- 
fession having  been  made  before  a  priest, 
as  if  it  added  to  the  importance  of  the 
man's  declaration.  In  the  name  of  re- 
ligious equality  he  askej  the  Committee 
to  discard  that  fact  from  their  minds  in 
any  decision  at  which  they  might  arrive. 
He  claimed,  in  the  name  of  religious 
equality,  that  the  case  should  be  judged 
by  Her  Majesty's  Government  as  if  the 
man  were  a  Protestant,  and  that  uo 
weight  whatever  should  be  attached  to 
the  fact  of  his  having  been  a  Homau 
Catholic,  or  having  confessed  to  a  priest. 
He  would  make  uo  observation  upon 
the  possible  conduct  of  a  Roman  Catholic 
priest ;  ho  woukl  not  enter  into  that 
subject.  But  this  he  did  claim — that  in 
the  name  of  rehgious  equality  there 
should  be  no  favour  shown  in  ttiis  case 
on  account  of  a  confession  having  been 
made  to  a  priest;  and  ho  trusted  that 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Huntingdon  (Sir  Robert  Peel)  and  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Woodstock 
(Lord  Randolph  Churchill)  would  not 
be  deaf  to  that  appeal.  Both  of  their 
speeches  attached  to  this  confession  a 
peculiar  gravity,  because  it  was  made 
before  a  Roman  Catholic  priest.  That 
was  distinctly  inviting  the  Oonmnttee  to 
depart  from  the  principle  of  religiou.s 
equality,  because  if  a  confession  was  to 
have  an  extraneous  weight  given  to  it 
from  the  fact  that  it  was  made  to  a  priest, 
there  would  at  once  be  established  a  vio- 
lation of  the  principleof  religious  equality 
as  between  a  Roman  Catholic  and  a 
Protestant.  Hon.  Members,  no  doubt, 
knew  that.  [Mr.  SEiroN:  Hear,  hear!] 
Would  not  a  Protestant  who  had  not 
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confessed  to  a  priest  have  been  under 
a  disadvantage  under  similar  circum- 
Btaiices?  [Mr.  SnyTON :  No.]  If  the 
hon.  Member  denied  that,  he  cleai'ly 
attached  no  vreight  to  the  fact  of  the 
confeseion  having  been  made  before  a 
priest.  Two  speeches,  however,  had 
been  made  by  English  Members,  in 
which  peculiar  emphasis  was  given  to 
the  confession  of  a  Catholic  as  dis- 
tinguished from  the  confes.sion  of  a 
Protestant,  and  because  it  was  made 
before  a  priest.  Therefore,  he  claimed 
that  the  fact  of  this  confession  having 
been  made  to  a  priest  should  be  dis- 
carded from  the  mind  of  Her  Majesty's 
Ministers,  and  from  the  mind  of  the 
Committee,  or  otherwise  they  would 
attach  to  a  Roman  Catholic  confession 
a  peculiar  virtue  which  would  not  be  co- 
incident to  the  confession  of  a  Protes- 
tant. He  thought  he  had  made  that 
position  perfoctlj'  clear,  and  he  further 
maintained  that  since  the  Long  Parlia- 
ment no  House  of  Commons  without 
evidence  had  ever  entered  into  quoationa 
which  had  been  decided  by  the  Courts 
of  Law,  in  minute  detail.  Perhaps  the 
Long  Parliament  might  have  appointed 
a  Committee  to  try  this  case  over  again ; 
and  what  he  deprecated  was,  either  the 
notion  that  the  Committee  .should  follow 
the  precedent  of  the  Long  Parliament, 
or,  without  a  tribunal,  should  presume 
to  decide  upon  the  case. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  It  appears  to 
be  the  general  feeling  of  the  Committee 
that  this  is  a  case  which  could  only  be 
properly  discussnd  in  the  House  upon 
exceptional  grounds — the  grounds  of 
necessity.  The  discussion,  however, 
ought  not  to  take  place  on  the  grounds 
of  necessity.  A  very  strong  feeling  has 
been  manifested  with  regard  to  the 
possibility  of  an  error,  which  is  inherent 
in  all  human  afl'airs,  having  occurred ; 
but  I  wish  to  remind  the  Committee  that 
my  right  hon.  Friend  has,  in  deference 
to  that  feeling,  undertaken  to  adopt  a 
step  which  is  not  usual,  and  whiuh  is  of 
great  importance.  We  all  admit  that  in 
a  case  of  tliis  kind,  where  a  doubt  is 
raised  as  to  a  question  of  identity,  there 
ought  to  be  an  exhaustive  inquiry,  and 
that  nothing  which  applies  to  the  case 
ought  to  be  loft  uninvestigated.  On 
that  ground  my  right  hon.  Friend  has 
stated  that  he  will  undertake  to  send  a 
competent  and  suitable  person  to  the 
spot  where  Gauly  lived,  to  institute  an 
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examination  into  all  the  circumstanooe 
relating  to  Gauly  which  may  have  any 
beoring  on  the  commission  of  the  crime. 
It  was  quite  a  mistake— an  unintentional 
mistake  I  am  sure — on  the  part  of  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Huntingdon  (Sir  Robert  Peel),  when  he 
said  that  the  Home  Secretary  bad 
treated  the  matter  as  one  of  minor 
importance. 

Sib  ROBERT  PEEL:  The  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  spoke 
of  Gauly's  confession  as  a  bald  state- 
ment. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  It  was  a  bald 
statement  of  course.  It  was  a  statement 
put  forward  without  con-oboration  or 
collateral  evidence.  What  my  right 
hon.  and  learaed  Friend  said,  was  that 
a  statement  of  that  kind  did  not  consti- 
tute a  strong  presumption,  or  provide 
strong  pnmd  facie  evidence,  and,  there- 
fore, that  it  ought  not  to  be  absolutely 
received ;  but  it  ought  to  be  made  the 
subject  of  careful  examination.  What 
I  wish  to  point  out  to  the  Committee  is 
that  the  pledge  which  has  been  given  by 
my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary will  embrace  that  careful  examina- 
tion. The  noble  Lord  says  that  my 
right  hon.  Friend  ought  not  to  grudge 
even  the  expense  of  sending  a  person  to 
Boston  if  that  would  tend  to  elucidate 
the  truth.  1  quite  agree  with  that,  and 
if  it  should  be  found  that  the  sending  of 
a  person  to  Boston  would  tend  to  eluci- 
date the  truth,  it  shall  be  done.  But  my 
right  hon.  Friend  has  pointed  out  that 
the  measure  which  is  evidently  the  best 
moaaure  to  be  taken,  and  he  has 
engaged  that  the  matter  shall  be  fidly 
inquired  into,  and  that,  so  far  as  human 
means  can  go,  there  shall  not  be  left  an 
element  of  uncertainty  in  the  case ; 
because,  on  the  one  hand,  there  is  this 
primd  /dCM  presumption  which  the  Home 
Secretary  frankly  admits,  and,  on  the 
other  band,  there  is  a  gi-eat  mass  of 
corroborative  evidence  which,  in  the  view 
of  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary and  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  the 
Judge  who  tried  the  case,  has  not  been 
met  by  the  examination  thoy  have 
made.  A  thorough  examination  will  be 
made,  whether  it  involves  sending  to  one 
place  or  another.  What  I  hope  is  that 
under  these  circumstances,  and  with 
that  admission,  it  will  be  felt  that  no 
advantage  would  arise  from  pursuing 
the  subject  further,  for  the  Committee 
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may  confidently  rely  on  the  engagement 
of  my  right  hon.  Friend. 

Mr.  sexton  said,  he  thought  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Prime  Minister  liad  considerably  altered 
the  complexion  of  affaii-s.  With  regard 
to  the  pledge  given  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  both  as  to  the  nature  of 
its  details  and  its  extent,  it  was  very 
different  from  anything  they  could 
extract  from  the  doubtful  language  of 
the  Chief  Set-retary.  He  hailed  the 
pledge  with  satisfaction,  and  he  would 
express  a  hope  that,  in  sending  an  ex- 
pert to  the  spot,  the  Government  would 
select  some  person  of  known  and  unim- 
peachable character.  He  was  himself 
proceeding  to  Boston  shortly ;  he  would 
see  Father  Curran  and  the  Archbishop, 
and  ho  should  be  happy  to  do  what  he 
could  to  have  all  the  facts  placed  at  the 
service  of  the  gentleman  who  might  be 
sent  by  the  Government  to  make  the 
inquiry. 

Colonel  NOLAN  said,  he  was  obliged 
to  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Sligo 
(Mr.  Sexton)  for  having  brought  the 
matter  under  the  notice  of  the  Com- 
mittee. His  hon.  Friend  had  not  done 
so  until  all  other  means  had  been  ex- 
hausted. He  had  himself  forwarded  a 
Memorial  to  the  Chief  Secretary  some 
mouths  ago,  and  he  did  not  think  that  the 
Irish  Members  could,  for  a  moment,  be 
accused  of  a  desire  to  try  the  case  in  tlie 
House  of  Commons  until  they  had  ex- 
hausted every  other  means.  There  was 
one  circumstance  connected  with  the  case 
which  he  had  been  told  not  to  bring  for- 
ward unless  it  was  absolutely  necessary  ; 
but  he  thought  it  wa*  absolutely  neces- 
sary, after  some  of  the  remarks  which 
had  been  made  by  the  Home  Secretai-y 
and  the  Chief  Secretary.  The  circum- 
stance in  question  had  reference  to  the 
manner  in  which  this  confession  came 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  near  relatives  of 
Qauly,  who  had  accused,  himself  on  his 
death-bed  of  having  committed  this 
crime.  His  relatives  were  in  a  highly 
respectable  posiliun,  and  the  papers 
■were  forwarded  to  them — if  necessary,  he 
would  give  the  Govemmentthe  name ;  but 
naturally  they  had  no  desire  to  be  mixed 
up  with  the  caso.  It  was  painful  for  them 
that  such  a  thing  should  have  occurred  ; 
but  they  had  thought  it  their  duty,  and 
a  matter  of  conscience,  to  forward  the 
papers  to  their  parish  priest,  who  had 
eince  taken  great  interest  in  the  case. 

VOL.  COXCL    [tuihd  msries.] 


He  really  believed  that  when  the  Go- 
vernment fairly  inquired  into  the  matter, 
they  would  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that 
the  confession  was  an  honest  and  sincere 
one.  It  was  the  very  last  thing  the 
family  of  Gauly  would  desire,  that  his 
name  should  be  connected  with  a  crime 
of  this  kind;  but,  however  painful  it  was 
to  them  personally  to  stir  up  the  matter, 
they  had  non.sidered  that  thoy  had  no 
alternative  but  to  place  the  papers  in  the 
hands  of  their  parish  priest  in  Ireland. 
He  must  say  that  the  Irish  Members 
were  under  many  obligations  to  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Woodstock 
(Lord  Randolph  Churchill)  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for^Hunt- 
ingdon  (Sir  Eobert  Peel)  for  the  great 
assistance  they  had  afforded  in  the  mot- 
ter.  That  assistance  was  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  the  Irish  people,  because 
there  was  a  general  impression  in  that 
country  tliat  justice  to  Ireland  was  not 
generally  conceded  in  that  House. 

Question  put,  ond  negatived. 

Original  Question  put,  and  ngretd  to. 

(2.)  £7,5G1,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Court  of  Bankruptcy,  Ireland. 

Mr.  HEALY  said,  he  thought  the 
time  had  now  orrived  when  the  Com- 
mittpe  shoidd  hear  some  statement  from 
the  Government  in  regard  to  the  course 
they  proposed  to  take  with  reference  to 
Mr.  George  Bolton.  That  gentleman 
had  just  obtained  a  verdict  against  his 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Mallow 
(Mr.  O'Brien)  from  an  Orange  jury  at 
Belfast  for  certain  alleged  charges  of 
libel.  That,  however,  ffid  not  in  the 
slightest  degree  change  the  position  Mr. 
Bolton  occujiied  in  that  House.  Neither 
the  charges  made  against  Bolton  nt  Bel- 
fast, nor  the  verdict  of  the  Orange  jury  of 
that  town,  had  in  the  slisrhteit  drgremil- 
tered  the  position  of  Bolton  so  far  ns  Hor 
Majesty's  Government  were  concerned. 
Two  days  had  now  elapsed  since  the  ver- 
dict, and,  ofcourse,Her  Majesty'sGovern- 
ment  had  had  ample  timo  to  communi- 
cate with  their  Legal  Advisers,  all  of 
wh'>m  were  Members  of  that  House  with 
the  exception  of  Mr.  Naish.  He  woiJd, 
therefore,  nak  them  if  they  would  state 
what  course  was  proposed  to  be  taken 
in  reference  to  Mr.  Bolton  ? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  :  I  suppose  that 
the  affairs  of  any  person  who  is  in  the 
Bankruptcy  Ooait  may  be  said  to  come 
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under  this  Vote.  I  will  only,  therefore, 
remind  the  hon.  Member  of  one  or  two 
facts  in  order  to  show  him  that  he  is 
premature  in  his  application.  Wednes- 
day was  the  first  day  on  which  my  right 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  (Mr.  Naish) 
and  myself  could  take  action  in  this 
matter.  The  debate  upon  Mr.  Bolton's 
affairs  lasted  until  lon(»  after  post  time 
on  the  Tuesday,  and  I  remember  dis- 
tinctly stating  that  the  comparative 
leisure  which  Wednesday  would  give  us 
would  enable  us  to  approach  tlie  ques- 
tion. That  letter,  written  on  Wednesday, 
would  obviously  only  reach  Dublin  on 
Thursday  for  the  consideration  of  thn 
Attorney  General,  who,  of  course,  would 
approach  the  matter  from  a  legal  point  of 
Tiew,  and  theUnder  Secretary,  who  would 
approach  it  from  an  administrative  point 
of  view.  The  matter  has  been  discusscfl 
both  by  letter  and  by  telegram,  and  it  is 
maturing  towards  a  decision.  But  it 
would  be  wrong  alt  'getlier  to  hurry  it 
on.  Undoubtedly,  and  above  all,  it 
would  be  extremely  wrong  to  como  to  a 
decision  until  the  views  of  the  Irish  Go- 
vernment have  been  ascertained  in  the 
matter.  We  fully  agree  that  it  is  a  mat- 
ter in  which  the  views  of  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  clearly  ascertained  with 
the  utmost  expedition,  because  the  de- 
cision to  be  adopted  is  one  of  the  pre- 
mises which  are  already  before  us.  At 
all  events,  before  the  Report  is  taken  of 
the  last  Vote,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
at  the  head  of  the  Government  has  jiro- 
mised  that  the  decision  of  the  Irish  Go- 
vernment on  the  question  of  Mr.  Bolton's 
suspension  shall  be  announced.  The 
statement  of  the  Prime  Minister  ap- 
peared to  be  received  with  satisfaction 
by  hon.  Members  opposite,  and  it  may 
bo  regarded  as  a  binding  bargain  on 
both  sides.  From  that  baj-gain  I  do  not 
suppose  that  any  hon.  Member  would 
for  a  moment  insult  the  Prime  Minister, 
by  saying  that  he  had  any  intention  of 
xeceding. 

Mr.  Healy  rose. 

The  chairman  :  I  do  not  wish  to 
interrupt  the  hon.  Gentleman ;  but  I  wish 
to  point  out  to  him  that  the  person  in 
reference  to  whom  he  has  made  this  in- 
quiry is  not  an  officer  of  the  Baukruptcy 
Court,  and  it  would  be  necessary,  in 
discuesiug  the  Vote,  to  connect  the  dis- 
cussion with  some  member  of  the  Bank- 
ruptcy Court.     The  hon.   Member  has 

Mr.  Trevtlyan 


now  asked  a  question;  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  has  re- 
plied to  it,  and  it  will  not  be  in  Order  to 
continue  the  discussion  in  reference  to 
the  affairs  of  this  gentleman  upon  this 
Vote.  The  fact  that  a  person  has  pre- 
sented a  Petition  in  Bankruptcy  doss  not 
give  a  right  to  any  hon.  Member  to  dis- 
cuss the  question  of  that  bankruptcy  in 
connection  with  the  present  V'ote. 

Mr.  healy  said  he  did  not  intend 
to  continue  the  discussion ;  but  he  would 
submit  that  the  conduct  of  Judge  Walsh 
would  regularly  come  under  the  Vote. 
Time  after  time  Judge  Walsli  had  made 
statements  in  regard  to  Bolton,  and, 
therefore,  it  would  be  in  Order  to  call 
uttoution  to  the  conduct  of  Judge  Walsh. 
He  had  risen,  however,  merely  to  express 
a  hope  that  after  the  statement  of  the 
Chief  Secretary,  no  ftiriher  postpone- 
ment by  Judge  VValsii  would  be  allowed 
to  affect  the  decision  of  the  Government. 
It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  Judge 
Walsh,  who  had  already  granted  two 
postponements  of  10  days  in  suc- 
cession, might  be  prepared  to  propose 
another. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(3  )  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"  That  a  snin,  not  e.Tceeding  £12,670,  be 
Ri-anted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  thu  som 
necessary  to  defray  the  Chargo  which  will  come 
in  CDiirse  of  poyment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  3l8t  duyof  MHrch  IU8d,  for  tlie  Sulariesand 
Expenses  of  the  Office  for  the  Kegistralion  of 
Deeds  in  Ireland." 

Mr.  FINDLATEE,  said,  he  desired- 
on  this  Vote,  to  call  attention  to  the 
case  of  a  very  hard-working,  intelli- 
gent, and  deserving  class  of  men 
— the  clerks  in  the  Registry  of  Deeds 
Office  in  Ireland.  They  complained 
that  in  regard  to  their  position  they  were 
not  well  treated  as  compared  with  that 
of  other  public  servants  in  Ireland. 
Their  principal  and  most  pressing  com- 
plaint had  reference  to  classification. 
They  had  minor  grievances  as  to  the 
maximum  t-alaries  of  the  first  class 
clerks,  and  the  annual  increment  being 
less  than  in  other  Offices  ;  but  he  would 
pass  those  minor  grievances  by.  In 
1874  a  reorganization  of  several  Public 
Offices  in  Ireland  took  place,  including 
the  EeRistry  of  Deeds.  As  regarded 
other  Offices,  this  reorganization  was  not 
final.  Subsequently,  a  further  change 
was  made  in  their  favour  by  the  abolition 
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of  the  third  class  of  clerks,  and  the 
limitation  of  classes  to  two.  It  was  not 
necessary  to  point  out  to  the  Committee 
how  very  beneficial  this  reduction  of 
clnsfification  was  to  the  men  in  whose 
favour  the  change  was  made.  By  it 
promotion  was  stimulated,  and  a  man 
of  merit  saw  his  way  within  a  reaj^on- 
ahle  niimher  of  3'ears  to  attain  to  the 
first  class.  He  did  not  know  for  what 
reason  the  Registry  of  Deeds  clerks 
tirere  omitted  from  the  reorganization. 
In  this  Department  the  three  classes 
Btill  existed ;  and  the  result  was,  that 
■while  in  the  other  Offices  a  salary  of 
£300  was  attainable  in  16  years,  in  the 
"Registry  of  Deeds  it  would  take  some 
of  the  second,  and  all  of  the  third  class, 
from  31  to  3S  years  to  attain  it — more 
than  double  the  service  in  other  De- 
partments. On  this  point  ho  begged  to 
refer  to  the  evidence  of  the  Registrar 
given  before  the  Royal  Commission  in 
1878,  of  which  he  had  had  the  honour 
to  bo  a  Member.  The  Committee  con- 
sisted of  eminent  legal  authorities,  and, 
among  others,  of  Vice  ChancoUor  Ohnt- 
terton,  who,  in  examining  Mr.  M.  F. 
Dwyer,  asked — 

; '  According  to  the  present  ayalcm  it  would 
appear  that  it  would  tiiko  n  man  22  yearn  in  the 
Dcpitrtmt'nt,  as  I  make  it  ont,  before  ho  re.irhcs 
the  mnjcimum  of  £300  a-yonr.  Siippcisinp  there 
was  no  distinction  between  the  second  and  third 
classes,  and  that  they  were  to  i;o  on  up  to  the 
maximum  of  the  second  class,  that  is,  to  £300 
a-year  by  £10  annual  increments  from  £90, 
before  he  could  attain  the  mnximam  of  £300 
a-year,  I  think  ho  would  be  'il  or  2J  years  in 
the  Department  ?  Anawer :  I  think  you  aro 
correct  in  that. — 1413.  And  that  is,  supposing  he 
went  on  wilhoutany  stop  ?  Yes. — 1414.  Would 
it  bo  an  unreasonable  thing  to  say  that  a  man 
at  the  end  of  21  or  22  years'  service  should  ha 
entitled  to  a  salary  of  £300  n-year  ?  I  do  not 
think  it  would. — 1415.  Considering  the  duties 
to  be  discharged  by  these  men  ?  I  do  not  Ihiuk 
it  would,  and  it  is  very  painful  to  mo  to  see  a 
number  of  mpritoriou.s  of&cors  at  the  small 
■alary  of  £200  n-yeiir  doing  first  class  duties 
witliout  even  any  approximate  prospect  of  im- 
proveraent  in  their  position." 

Now,  as  the  Otlico  was  at  present  con- 
stituted, there  was  a  very  Blender  pros- 
pect of  promotion  for  many  members  of 
the  third,  even  to  the  second  clnsii,  and 
none  to  the  first  class.  In  one  group 
there  were  several  clerks  of  nearly  tho 
Bame  age,  whose  service  did  not  vary  to 
the  extent  of  tive  years.  Of  this  group 
tlxo  senior  reached  the  second  class  alter 
a  service  of  10^  years  ;  the  1  Ith  in  num- 
ber, and  the  last  promoted,  reached  it 
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after  20  years  and  10  months.  At  that 
rate,  it  would  require  a  service  of  28 
years  to  enable  the  last  of  the  group  to 
reach  the  second  class.  He  had  already 
a  service  of  over  17J  years.  Onreferring 
to  the  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission, 
he  found  this  passage — 

"  It  ia  a  Department  which  requires  to  be 

officered  by  a  superior  class  of  clerks  who  should 
have  every  fair  inducement  to  make  it  their 
permament  employment,  and  to  look  to  promo- 
tion  in  it  as  their  only  reward  for  long  and 
efficient  service.  The  entire  landed  property  of 
Ireland  is  dependent  upon  this  Department  for 
the  security  of  its  titles,  and  the  services  to  be 
performed  in  this  respect  are  of  high  importance 
to  all  who  have  any  dealings  with  land.  It 
takes  many  years  of  training  to  tit  a  clerk  to 
discharge  the  higher  duties  of  the  Office.  We 
have  had  statements  from  tho  different  classes 
of  elerka  employed  in  the  Office  laid  before  us, 
and  have  also  examined  representatives  of  theao 
classes,  selected  by  themselves.  They  all  com- 
plain of  tho  slowncas  of  promotion  in  this  Office 
in  comparison  with  other  I'epartments  of  tho 
Civil  Service,  and  they  attribute  this  slowness 
to  the  division  of  tho  clerks  into  three  clas-ses, 
and  to  the  small  number  of  first  class  clerks. 
Wo  have  inquired  into  tho  necessity  for  the 
present  classification,  and  find  that  there  is  no 
distinction  in  the  nature  of  the  business  per- 
formed by  these  different  classes.  The  only 
use,  then,  of  the  division  into  three  classes  is  that 
it  may  afford  a  chock  upon  the  advancement  of 
persons  not  entitled  to  promotion,  and  may 
enable  promotion  to  be  awarded  to  men  of 
special  merit.  We  do  not  nttich  much  weight 
to  these  reasons  as  regards  the  division  between 
the  second  and  third  classes ;  and  we  think  that 
thoy  are  more  than  counterbalanced  by  tho 
deL-xy  it  causes  in  the  increase  of  the  pay  of  de- 
serving olJicers  and  the  discontent  thereby  pro- 
duced. We,  therefore,  recommend  that  tho 
present  second  and  third  classes  be  united  as  a 
second  class,  the  salaries  to  commence,  as  at 
present,  at  £90,  and  to  advance  by  yearly  in- 
crements of  JtlO  to  £300,  the  prcaent  maximum 
of  tho  second  class." 

Would  the  Committee  believe  that  that 
Report  was  issued  in  1880,  and  that,  not- 
withstanding repeated  applications,  not 
one  single  stop  had  been  taken  to  im- 
prove the  pos-iiinn  of  tht^se  gt^nllenn'n 
opiMipying  posts  of  respunsibility  and 
discharging  these  very  onerous  duties  ? 
There  could  be  no  doubt  that  an  Office 
of  this  importance,  through  which  the 
■whole  land  of  Ireland  might  be  said  to 
pai^s,  required  the  fullest  lonsiderntion 
on  tho  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, and  he  could  not  conceive  ■why  its 
claims  should  remain  in  abeyance,  while 
the  claims  of  other  Departments  of  tho 
Civil  Service,  which  certainly  disrliiugi'd 
duties  by  no  means  so  responsible  nor 
fraught  with  such  consequeaces,   were 
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attended  to.  For  his  own  part,  lie  con- 
sidered that  the  Office  demanded  the 
fullest  attention  on  the  part  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Governmpnt.  Hemitrht  mention 
that  the  senrch  given  in  the  Eegistry  of 
Deeds  negatived  the  existence  of  any 
encumbrance  not  appearinjj  on  its  re- 
turns. And  then  with  reersrd  to  the 
accuracy  of  the  work,  purchasers  and 
lenders  had  tlie  security  of  a  £10,000 
bond  given  by  the  Registrar,  and  two 
bonds  of  £2,000  each  given  by  the  two 
Assistant  Eegistrars.  while  the  per8on<d 
monetary  responsibility  of  the  clerks 
was  secured  by  Statute  2  &  3  TTHl.  IV. 
0.  87,  8.  8.  There  was  no  other  Office 
with  such  responsibility.  The  import- 
ance and  magnitude  of  the  work  done 
in  the  Registry  of  Deeds  Office  mi;rht 
be  judged  of  from  the  fact  that  in 
1880  there  were  registered  18,414 
deeds,  representing  the  consideration 
of  £15.000.000  sterling.  In  1881  there 
had  been  a  diminution  of  the  amount  of 
work,  but  it  had  since  tlien  increased. 
Again,  had  the  Purchase  Clauses  of  the 
Irish  Land  Act  of  1 88 1  been  in  opera- 
tion the  work  would  still  farther  have 
been  increased,  because  it  would  have 
been  necessary  to  register  two  documents 
in  each  of  the  600,000  tenures.  As  a 
further  illustration  of  the  magnitude  of 
the  transactions  of  tliis  Department,  he 
could  inform  the  Cnmmittee  that  pro- 
perty had  passed  on  the  security  of  its 
searches  and  certifi-^atet  to  the  extent  of 
many  hundreds  of  millions  sterling  in 
value.  Now,  he  wished  to  point  out 
to  the  Committee  and  t»  Her  Majesty's 
Government  that  the  relief  sought  in 
this  case  would  cost  but  little  to  the 
country;  and  at  this  point  he  would  ask 
permission  to  refer  to  the  second  Report 
of  the  Royal  Commission,  page  24, 
which  stated  that  the  entire  income 
would  be  sufficient  to  counterbalnnce 
the  expenditure.  The  words  of  the  Re- 
port were  those — 

"  But  the  entire  revenue  of  the  Offic«  do- 
rived  from  duty  stamps.  senU,  nnd  fee  stamps, 
appears  from  the  evidence  before  us  to  hnve 
been  at  all  times  sufficient  to  counterbalance 
the  "irxpenditure ;  and  inasmuch  as  wo  are  of 
opinion  that  the  revenue  derived  from  duty 
stamps,  seals,  and  fee  stamps  sliould  be  ex- 
pended exclusively  on  the  mainti^nanee  of  the 
Office,  we  do  not  consider  that  the  deficiency 
of  revenue  from  1864  to  the  present  time,  made 
out  by  taking  fee  stamps  alone  into  considera- 
tion, could  be  relied  upon  by  the  Treasury  as 
affording  any  answer  to  the  claim  of  the  Ollice 
against  the  surplus  fees  realized  before  1SC4." 

Mr,  Findkltr 


Now,  in  addition  to  these  there  was  the 
sum  of  £40,000  from  fees  earned,  and 
now  in  the  Consolidated  Fund,  by  Sta- 
tute 2  &  3  Will.  TV.  c.  87,  8.  35,  ex- 
pressly permitted  to  be  expended  in 
maintenance  and  improvement.  This 
money  was  ordered  to  be  invested 
in  the  name  of  the  Office,  which 
it  would  be  perceived  stood  in  an  en- 
firfly  different  position  from  other 
Offices  seeking  improvement,  inasmuch 
it  was  able  to  pay  its  way,  and  had  funds 
available  to  meet  the  expenditure  neces- 
sary. Those  funds  were  invested  in 
Onvernraent  securities.  From  what  he 
h«d  said  he  thought  it  was  clesrly  es- 
tablished that  the  character  of  the  Office 
entitled  it  to  improvement;  and  as  he 
had  shown  that  it  required  improve- 
ment, and  that  its  Gnsncial  position  per- 
mitted the  carrying  out  of  such  im- 
provement without  expense  to  the  State, 
he  hoped  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
would  consider  the  case  of  these  gentle- 
men. Ho  had  himself  very  large  and 
constant  dealings  with  the  Office,  and 
he  was  bound  to  say  that  in  the  whole 
course  of  his  practice  he  had  never  met 
with  amore  efficient,  intelligent, andhard- 
working  class  of  men.  They  devoted  the 
whole  of  their  time  to  the  duties  of  the 
Office,  they  were  always  at  their  post, 
nnd  he  never  heard  against  them  a 
single  charge  of  neglect,  which,  ha 
thought,  could  bardlj-  be  said  of  any 
other  Public  Office. 

Mr.  PATRICK  MARTIN  said,  ho 
was  very  glad  his  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Mouaghan  (Mr.  Findlater)  had 
called  attention  to  what  had  been  for 
years  justly  the  subject  of  complaint  on 
the  part  of  the  clerks  in  the  Eegistry  of 
Deeds  Office,  Dublin.  He  desired  to 
supplement  what  had  been  stated  in 
respect  to  the  unfair  scale  of  remunera- 
tion given  in  the  Registry  of  Deeds 
Office,  and  the  gross  act  of  injustice  on 
the  part  of  the  Treasury  in  withholding 
and  applying,  in  contravention  of  statu- 
tory provisions,  the  surplus  of  £42,000, 
of  which  they  had  obtained  possession. 
It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  so  far 
back  as  1880  a  Royal  Commission  had 
investigated  these  complaints,  and  sug- 
gested that  thn  Treasury  should  grant 
the  trifling  addition  of  pay  which  was 
a.sked  for  by  the  copyists  and  other 
clerks  in  the  Office.  He  used  the 
word  "  copyists"  advisedly,  because  the 
hon.  Member  for  Monaghan ,  in  calling  at- 
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tention  to  the  case,  did  not  dwell  on 
the  grievances  of  a  body  of  olerks  in 
the  Office,  who  were  specially  pointed 
out  in  the  Report  of  the  Commission. 
These  unfortunate  men  were  mere 
copyists,  receiving  IJrf.  per  folio  of  72 
■words  transcribed.  They  were  paid  no 
salary,  liko  the  copyists  of  the  Courts  of 
Justice  ;  they  received  no  compensatiou 
for  the  other  work  they  might  do  in  the 
Office  ;  but,  in  addition  to  that,  the  Trea- 
sury required  them  to  transcribe  iho  heads 
of  Memorials,  which  often  amounted  to 
two  folios,  and  for  that  they  were  not 
paid  a  single  farthing.  Again,  these 
transcribers  had,  as  the  Committee  would 
be  aware,  to  do  their  work  on  parchment 
which  they  had  to  prepare  at  a  consider- 
able expenditure  of  time,  and  for  that 
preparation  they  were  not  allowed  any 
payment  whatever.  Now,  the  Commis- 
sioners had  alluded  to  this  matter  most 
forcibly  in  their  Report ;  they  pointed 
out  that  it  was  not  fitting  that  men 
should  do  work  for  which  tliey  were  not 
paid,  and  that  the  grievance  was  one 
which  demanded  early  coosideration. 
That  Report  had  been  sent  into  the 
Treasury  as  far  back  as  the  year  1881  ; 
but  nothing  whatever  had  been  done 
to  remedy  the  existing  state  of  things, 
and  the  copyists  were  left  at  the  miser- 
able pay  of  14</.  per  folio.  The  Com- 
missioners also  suggested  the  mode  in 
which  the  management  of  the  Office 
might  be  improved,  and  the  unnecessary 
loss  of  time  and  money  to  which  those 
transacting  business  at  the  Office  had 
been  and  were  still  subjected,  might  be 
saved.  Yet  nothing  had  been  done. 
The  Committee  ought  not  to  pass  this 
Vote  until  they  had  a  clear  and  satifefiic- 
tory  explanation  of  this  culpable  neglect. 
It  would  not  do  for  the  Secretary  uf  the 
Treasury  to  say  there  were  no  available 
funds.  The  sum  of  £-12,000,  with  its 
accumulations,  thus  wronglully  received 
by  the  Treasury,  was,  as  a  uiaiter  of 
right,  specially  intended  to  bo  applied 
iu  aid  of  the  suggested  improvements. 
Let  him  remind  the  Committee  that, 
under  the  2  &  3  //  itl.  IV.  c.  87,  s.  3a, 
it  was  provided  that  no  greater  sum 
should  be  charged  in  fees  than  would 
amount  annually  to  a  sum  of  money 
sufficient  for  the  current  expenses 
of  the  Establishment.  But  there  had 
been  an  excess  over  the  expenditure  of 
the  Office,  and  the  Treasury  had  taken 
that  excess,  and,  instead  of  applying  it 
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to  the  bettering  of  the  arrangements  of 
the  Office,  and  for  the  use  of  the  Office, 
they  had  put  it  into  their  own  pockets, 
so  to  speak,  and  applied  it  to  their  own 
purposes,  contrary  to  the  statutory  pro- 
visions. Ho  asked  what  was  the  mean- 
ing and  object  of  appointing  Royal 
Commissions,  if  their  recommendations 
when  printed  were  to  remain  on  the 
shelves  of  the  Treasury  covered  with 
dust  and  without  the  slightest  attention 
being  paid  to  them  by  Her  Majesty's 
Oovi-rnment  ?  He  trustpd  that  some 
satisfactory  answer  would  now  at  last 
be  forthcoming  from  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  in 
respect  of  this  matter,  which,  as  he  had 
said  already,  vitally  concerned  every 
person  having  dealings  with  land  in  Ire- 
land. Registration  was  a  matter  made 
compulsory  in  that  country  to  give 
validity.  It  never  was  intended,  in- 
deed it  was  expressly  provided,  that  the 
duties  levied  in  respect  of  this  compul- 
sory registration  from  the  public  should 
not  be  applied  otherwise  than  in  the 
proper  maintenance  of  the  Registry 
Office,  or  for  the  benefit  of  those  dealing 
with  land  in  Ireland.  The  conduct  of 
the  Treasury  in  the  matter  might,  if  a 
private  individual  had  so  acted,  been 
iaXriy  characterized  as  a  fraudulent 
breach  of  trust. 

Mb.  gray  said  it  appeared  to  him 
that  the  claioa  of  the  clerks  in  the 
Registry  of  Deeds  Office  was  almost,  if 
not  absolutely,  irresistible ;  it  appeared 
to  him  that  the  charge  against  the 
Treasury  in  relation  to  these  matters 
was  two-fold.  First,  it  was  that  they 
did  not  fairly  remunerate  the  officials  of 
the  Office,  whereas  the  recommendation 
of  the  Commissioners  was  that  the  re- 
muneration of  the  officials  in  the  various 
Departments  in  Iri-land  should  be  made 
to  correspond  as  fur  as  possible.  The 
sei'ond  charge  appeared  to  he  that  while 
they  undi-rpuid  the  offii^ittls  tliey  over- 
charged the  public  in  respect  of  fees,  It 
app'-ared  that  the  Treasury  had  accumu- 
lated a  sum  of  more  than  £40,000, 
which  they  had  put  into  the  Consolidated 
Fund,  and  which  they  had  used  for  Im- 
perial purposes,  contrary  to  the  intention 
of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  and  that  while 
doing  HO  the  officials  of  the  Department 
were  left  in  a  position  very  much  inferior 
to  that  of  the  officials  of  other  Irish  Offices 
— that  was  to  say,  the  officials  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  the  Board  of  Works, 
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the  Pavmaster's  General's  Office,  the  Na- 
tionalEducationOfBce, and  others.  Now, 
the  Commission  which  satin  18h0  recom- 
mended that  the  third  class  clerks  in  the 
Office  should  be  merged  with  tlie  clerks 
in  the  second  class,  and  thusafl'ord  relief 
to  the  inferior  clerks.  But  there  wore 
three  classes  of  clerks  in  the  Deeds 
Office,  the  result  of  which  was  that  pro- 
motion was  very  much  retarded,  and  he 
understood  that  some  of  the  clerks  had 
■worked  for  20  years  without  getting 
anything  like  adequate  pay.  If  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
could  plead  that  the  revenues  of  the 
Office  were  insuffifiont,  if  he  could  plead 
that  the  cost  of  increasing  the  salaries  of 
the  clerks  in  this  Office  would  constitute 
an  addiHonal  public  burden,  why,  then, 
he  might  have  the  sympathy  of  the  Com- 
mittee. But  he  could  scarcely  say  any- 
thing of  that  kind  in  this  case,  because 
the  question  would  then  be  asked, 
"Where  is  this  £40,000?"  If  the 
Treasury  did  not  intend  to  give  any 
part  of  that  sum  for  the  equalization 
of  the  salaries  of  the  clerks  in  tho 
Deeds  Office  with  tho  salaries  of 
the  clerks  in  other  Departments  in 
Ireland — why,  then,  if  they  insisled 
on  paying  the  money  into  the  Ex- 
chequer, and  not  acting  up  to  the 
spirit  of  the  Statute,  Irish  Alembers 
were  perfectly  justified  in  the  charge 
they  made.  The  revenue  from  tlie  re- 
gistration of  deeds  was  sufficient  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  Office.  No  one 
would  contend  that  the  Treasury  ought 
to  make  a  profit  out  of  this  transaction, 
and  therefore  he  hoped  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Monaghan  (Mr.  Findlafer) 
wouldfollow  up  his  observations  by  a  Mo- 
tion, and  that  he  would  have  the  courage 
to  carry  it  to  a  Division,  because  it  was 
of  no  use  raising  questions  of  this  kind 
unless  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  was 
taken,  and  unless  fiomething  was  done. 
But  when  the  hon.  Gentleman  tho  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  rose  to  speak  on 
this  Vote,  he  should  be  glad  if  he  would 
give  the  Committee  some  information  as 
to  tho  mechanical  improvement  some 
time  since  proposed  to  be  introduced 
into  the  Office.  lie  understood  that  an 
instrument  was  being  introduced  for  the 
purpose  of  mechanically  registering  all 
the  deeds  in  the  Office,  and  doing  away 
with  the  services  of  clerks  altogether. 
That,  as  far  as  he  coiild  remember,  was 
the  object  of  tho  patent.     Perhaps  the 

J/r.  Oray 


hon.  Gentleman  had  himself  investigated 
this  marvoUoua  mechanical  contrivance, 
and  could  state  to  the  Committee  whe- 
ther the  public  were  to  have  the  advan- 
tage of  it?  He  would  be  glad  to  know 
whether  the  Treasury  had  completely 
abandoned  this  scheme,  or  whether  they 
were  Rtill  considering  it?  He  trusted  the 
hon.  Gentleman  would  consider  the  ap- 
peal which  had  been  made  to  him  oa 
behalf  of  the  clerks  in  the  Office  in  a 
favourable  spirit,  and  that  he  would 
carry  out  the  recommendation  of  the 
Commission,  which,  as  he  understood  it, 
was  that  the  clerks  in  the  Eegistry  of 
Deeds  Office  should  be  placed  on  an 
equality  with  the  clerks  in  the  other 
Departnients. 

Mh.  COURTNEY  said,  he  had  not 
heard  lately  much  about  the  ingenious 
invention  to  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
Carlow  (Mr.  Gray)  had  referred.  His 
impression  was  that,  although  the  in- 
genuity of  the  plan  was  well  recognized 
and  admired,  it  was  practically  unwork- 
able, and  would  not  be  introduced.  With 
regard  to  the  clerks  in  this  Office,  the 
change  would  be  analogous  to  that 
adopted  in  all  the  other  branches  of  the 
Civil  Service — namely,  there  would  be 
a  large  introduction  of  the  lower  division 
of  clerks.  He  would  point  out  that  the 
figures  before  the  Committee  showed 
that  the  expenses  of  this  Office,  having 
regard  only  to  the  effective  chai-ge,  was 
something  between  £18,000  and  £19,000 
a-year,  and  that  there  was  a  non-etfeo- 
tive  charge  of  between  £'2,000  and 
£3,000  a-year,  so  that  the  whole  charge 
ofthe  Office  was  £21.000  a-ycar.  Against 
that  charge  of  £21,000  a-year,  the  re- 
ceipts for  fees  for  the  last  year  amounted 
to  £12,000,  so  that  there  was  absolutely 
an  excess  of  expenditure  over  revenue  of 
something  like  £9,000.  He  admitted 
that  last  year  was  a  bad  year  as  re- 
garded the  Revenue.  It  was  true  that 
tho  hon.  Member  for  Monaghan  (Mr. 
Findlater)  attempted  to  bring  in  aid  of 
the  deBciency  the  duties  churged ;  but 
they  were  no  part  of  the  fees  of  the  Office 
any  more  than  the  stamps  in  Chancery 
would  be  part  of  the  fees  of  that  Office. 
The  duties  were  part  of  the  general 
Revenue  of  the  country.  The  fees  for 
work  done  were  those  which  strictly  re- 
lated tu  tho  Office.  The  duties  had  to 
be  paid  when  the  deeds  were  registered  ; 
but  they  formed  no  part  of  the  income 
of  the  Office,  and  if  ue  Office  were  abo' 
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lished  to-morrow,  the  duties  on  Memo- 
rials would  Btill  have  to  go  to  the  Ee- 
venue.  With  respect  to  the  £40,000, 
that  was  a  very  old  story,  and  dated  as 
far  back  as  1864,  aad  with  regard  to 
which  he  might  say  that  the  Treasury 
had  acted  perfectly  within  their  ri)j;hts. 
With  regard  to  the  complaints  that  had 
been  made  respecting  the  position  of  the 
clerks,  he  had  fo  say  that  the  Govern- 
meut  would  wish  to  remove  the  obstacles 
which  existed  in  the  way  of  their  re- 
ceiving some  advance  and  promotion ; 
but  that  could  not  be  done  without  re- 
moving some  of  the  superior  clt»rks,  and 
the  superior  clerks  resisted  their  removal 
as  much  as  the  lower  clerks  desired  it. 
Many  of  those  clerks  had  served  for  a 
considerable  number  of  years,  and  he,  at 
one  time,  believed  it  quite  possible  that 
some  of  them  might  be  willing  to  retire 
on  superannuation  tfrms,  and  communi- 
cations were  accordingly  made  to  the 
Office  with  that  object.  But  it  was  found 
that  the  proposal  could  not  be  carried 
out;  that  the  clerks  had  no  desire  to 
retire  ;  and,  consequently,  the  Treasury 
were  not  justified,  at  all  events  for  the 
present,  in  compelling  them  to  do  so. 
They  were  efficient  servants  of  the  pub- 
lic ;  they  were  doing  their  duty  well ; 
and,  therefore,  for  tiio  time,  they  would 
be  left  in  their  present  position.  He 
thought,  however,  that  something  might 
be  done  hereafter  in  the  direction  indi- 
cated. With  regard  to  the  position  of 
the  transcribing  clerks,  it  was,  no  doubt, 
extremely  deplorable  that  persons  of 
education  and  truatn'orthiness  should 
labour  at  the  low  rale  of  lOrf.  on  hour  ; 
but  all  he  could  say  was  that  whenever 
a  vacancy  occurred  there  were  always 
two  or  three  applications  for  it.  There 
was,  in  fact,  a  full  supply  of  such  men 
ready  to  work  on  those  terms  both  in 
England  and  Ireland.  It  was  natural 
that  copyists  who  entered  tlie  Service  on 
these  conditions  siiould,  after  a  few 
years,  ask  for  an  improvement  of  their 
position  ;  but  the  fact  wns  that  tbe  work 
of  transcribing  was  purely  a  mecliaiiical 
operation,  and  however  much  the  Go- 
Ternment  desired  to  see  persons  of  this 
respectable  and  intelligent  class  ade- 
quately remunerated  fur  their  work,  they 
were  quite  unable  to  add  to  their  pay  in 
the  interests  of  the  public. 

Mk.  PATItlCK  MAETIN  feared  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Courtney) 
had   not  yet  even  glanced  at  the  Re- 


port of  the  Royal  Commission.  If  he 
had.  he  would  have  found  a  full  and  de- 
tailed answer  to  those  arguments  on 
which  he  rested  his  defence.  What 
answer  did  he  give  to  the  complaint 
of  the  copyists '?  Their  cose  was  that 
they  were  obliged  to  write  that  for 
which  they  were  not  paid.  In  point 
of  fact,  under  the  Treasury  Regula- 
tions, there  were  deducted  from  the 
folios  written  by  the  clerks  the  head- 
ings to  the  Memorials,  which  formed  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  clerks'  work. 
The  Irish  transcribers,  who  were,  accord- 
ing to  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
gentlemen  of  charater  and  position,  were, 
under  the  Treasury  Rogulations,  forced 
to  do  work  at  the  rateot  94  words  to  the 
folio.  lie  (Mr.  P.  Martin)  denied  that 
that  was  the  case  in  England.  In  Eng- 
land, the  transcribing  clerks  were  paid 
at  the  rate  of  \^d.  for  72  words,  and  tho 
headings  of  the  Memorials  were  not  de- 
ducted. He  certainly  was  astonished 
to  hear  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  gravely  stating 
that  tho  duties  and  fees  specially  paid 
for  registration  formed  no  part  of  the 
fees  of  the  Olfice,  but  were  a  portion  of 
Imperial  Revenue.  Forsooth,  said  he,  if 
this  Office  was  abolished  the  fees  would 
remain.  Evidently,  the  Chief  Secretary 
did  not  understand  on  and  in  respect  of 
what  those  duties  and  fees  were  levied 
and  paid.  He  appeared  to  consider  them 
as  ordinary  stamp  duties.  A  deed  was 
stamped  according  to  its  value  in  both 
countries,  under  tbe  same  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment; but  in  Ireland,  in  addition  to 
that,  it  was  insisted  that  there  should  be 
a  Memorial  of  a  deed  prepared,  and  on 
that  Memorial  another  duty  stamp  should 
be  athxed ;  it  was  not  a  stamp  duty  on 
the  dued,  but  a  stamp  duty  on  the  Me- 
morial. In  addition  to  all  this,  in  Ire- 
land, the  poorer  countrj',  a  duty  must 
be  paid  on  the  demand  for  a  search. 
There  were  also  fees  on  affidavits 
charged.  If  these  special  fees  and 
duties  were  accounted  for,  this  Office, 
instead  of  showing  a  deficiency,  would 
really  show  a  surplus.  He  was  rather 
surprised  at  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury falling  into  these  extraordinary 
ami  confusing  blunders,  because,  if  the 
hon.  Gentleman  hud  paid  the  slightest 
attention  to  the  Report  whii:h  he  received 
from  the  Royal  Commissioners,  he  would 
have  found  the  matter  very  plainly  set 
forth.     As  he  (Mr.  P.  Martin)  endea- 
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voured  to  point  out  a  moment  ago,  the 
hon.  Gentlfman  would  have  found,  if 
he  had  carefully  studied  the  Report  in 
question,  that  the  charges  imposed  on 
tlie  public  in  respect  of  the  Registry 
Office  consisted  of  two  classes — firstly, 
the  foes  taken  in  the  Office ;  and,  se- 
condly, the  stamp  duties  payable  to  the 
Crown  in  respect  of  Memorials  such  as 
he  had  described,  and  in  respect  of  re- 
gister searches.  They  did  not  appear 
in  the  account ;  if  they  did,  so  far  from 
the  balance  being  agaiust  the  Registry 
Office,  the  balance  would  be  in  its  favour. 
He  maintained  that  the  Treasury  at  the 
present  moment  were  wrongfully  with- 
holding from  the  Irish  public  £42,000, 
of  which  mention  had  been  made.  It 
was  a  most  singular  thing  that  the  Trea- 
sury officials,  in  withholding  money  of 
this  description  from  the  public,  should 
have  had  recourse  to  a  statement  such  as 
the  Committee  had  listened  to,  because,  in 
the  very  Report  to  which  reference  had 
been  made,  it  was  held  that  the  fees  and 
duties  received  ought  to  go  towards  the 
maintenance  of  the  Office.  The  Royal 
Commissioners  said  that — 

"It  IB  plain  from  the  language  of  the  depu- 
tation that  the  OOico  fees  uf  the  Registry  of 
Deeds  wore  never  intended  to  form  a  source  of 
Imperial  revenue,  tut  were  intended  to  be  ap- 
plied for  the  benefit  of  persons  dealing  with 
lands  in  IrcLind,  and  the  proper  maintenance  of 
ths  Office  ;  but,  notwithstaQding  the  provisions 
of  tho  section,  wo  have  evidence  that  sums 
amounting  to  upwards  of  £42,000  have  been 
received  by  tho  Treasury  on  account  of  those 
excess  of  fees." 

Under  these  ciroumstanoes,  he  contended 
that  it  was  trifling  with  the  common 
sense  and  judgment  of  the  Committee 
for  the  Secretary  to  tho  Treasury  to 
tell  them  that  the  expenditure  of 
the  Office  had  been  in  excess  of  the 
receipts.  Up  to  1881,  £42,000  received 
in  emoluments  was  invested  and  applied 
to  Imperial  sources ;  and  he  asked  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  to  give  the 
Committee  the  accounts  since  1881.  He 
believed,  that  if  those  accounts  were 
given,  they  would  show  that,  even  in 
the  recent  bad  years,  there  had  been  an 
excess  of  receipts  over  the  expenditure 
in  tho  Office  in  question  ;  and  he  cer- 
tainly trusted  that  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Monaghnu  (Mr.  Fiudlator) 
would  move  to  reduce  the  Vote. 

Mr.  (iRAY  said,  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  had  argued  that  certain  fees 
could  not  be  taken  into  account  or  placed 
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to  the  credit  of  the  revenue  of  the  Office ; 
and  he  had  said  that,  if  tho  Office  were 
abolished  to-morrow,  the  duties  payable 
to  the  Crown  would  remain  the  same. 
Was  that  the  fact  ?  If  the  Office  were 
abolished  to-morrow,  the  stamp  duties 
would,  no  doubt,  remain  the  same;  but 
what  would  become  of  the  duties  now 
charged  upon  Memorials?  As  he  under- 
stood it,  no  such  thing  as  a  Memorial 
existed  in  England,  except  in  connection 
with  particular  legal  arrangements  for 
the  registry  of  deeds  in  Yorkaliire  and 
Middlesex.  [Mr.  CouaTNKT  :  There  are 
many  Memorials.]  He  was  not  talking 
of  the  deeds  registered  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery  ;  but  he  was  talking  of  the 
register  kept  in  Dublin  of  all  transac- 
tions in  relation  to  land.  What  he 
wanted  to  fix  the  atteution  of  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  upon  was  this  par- 
ticular point.  If  the  Office  were  abo- 
lished, would  these  payments  still  come 
to  the  Crown  ?  If  they  would  not,  was 
it  not  manifest  that  they  should  be  cre- 
dited to  the  Office,  and  not  to  the  gene- 
ral Imperial  Revenue  ?  He  asked  the 
hon.  Gentleman  to  explain  the  positive 
statement  he  made  that,  if  the  Office 
were  abolished,  those  fees — by  these 
fees  he  meant  the  Office  fees  payable  on 
Memorials,  and  payable  for  searches  in 
the  Office — would  still  be  payable  to  the 
Crown.  What  right  would  the  Crown 
have  to  receive  the  fees  if  the  Office 
wore  abolished  ?  If  they  were  only  fees 
payable  in  connection  with  the  Office, 
and  not  general  fees  chargeable  and 
payable  for  Imperial  purposes,  how 
could  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  con- 
tend that  they  ought  not  to  be  paid  to 
the  Office  ?  If  the  hon.  Gentleman's 
(■ontention  be  wrong,  a  grave  question 
of  principle  was  involved  in  the  with- 
holding of  the  sum  of  £42.000.  Of 
course,  if  there  was  a  deficit,  the  publio 
would  have  to  meet  it ;  but  if,  on  the 
contrary,  there  was  a  surplus,  the  Office 
ought  to  be  credited  with  it.  He  ima- 
gined that  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
would  admit  that  if  his  (Mr.  Gray's) 
contention  were  right,  and  the  stamp 
duties  on  Memorials  and  tlie  fees  of  21*. 
for  searches  wore  jiut  down  to  the  Office, 
tho  revenue  of  the  Office  would  show  a 
surplus,  and  not  a  deficit.  If  it  be  the 
fact  that,  if  these  sums  were  credited  to 
the  Office,  there  would  be  a  surplus, 
that  surplus  should,  according  to  the 
whole  argument  of   the   hon.  Gentle- 
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man,  be  devoted  to  the  Office.  He  (Mr. 
Gray)  imagined  that  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  not  consent  to  that ;  there- 
fore, it  became  a  matter  of  extreme  im- 
portance to  decide  the  question  whether 
these  particular  suras  should  or  should 
not  be  credited  to  the  local  Office,  and 
not  to  Imperial  purposes.  He  contended 
that  the  fees  should  bo  credited  to  the 
Office ;  and  he  wanted  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  to  tell  him  whether  he 
would  have  any  objection  to  give  the 
House  a  Return  f^howing  the  revenue  in 
connection  with  the  fees — that  was  to 
say,  the  amounts  which  he  acknowledged 
should  be  credited  to  the  Office,  and  tho 
amounts  payable  in  stamp  duties  on 
Memorials,  and  for  searches  which  some 
people  thought  ought  to  be  credited  to  the 
Office,  so  that  thej'  would  know  exactly 
how  this  Office  account  stood,  and  whe- 
ther they  had  good  ground  to  make  good 
their  contention  that  the  Treasury  ought 
to  refund  the  £42,000,  and  whatever 
other  accumulations  might  have  taken 
place  since  1 881  ?  If,  after  crediting 
the  fees  to  the  Office,  the  account  still 
showed  a  deficit,  his  (Mr.  Gray's)  argu- 
ment, of  course,  went  by  the  board. 
[Mr.  CoHRTNEY :  I  have  no  objection.] 
Then  he  would  move  for  the  Return. 
He  did  not  think  tho  hon.  Gentleman 
had  sufficiently  recognized  the  dilierence 
between  the  stamp  duty  ou  a  deed, 
which,  of  course,  went  to  the  Consoli- 
dated Fuud,  and  the  stamp  duty  in  con- 
nection with  a  particular  local  Office 
procedure.  Whore  they  had  a  local 
Office  exacting  stamp  duties  which  were 
not  generally  charged  elsewhere,  it  was 
manifest  that  those  charges  ought  to  be 
credited  to  the  Office. 

Mb.  WARTON  said,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Carlo w  (Mr.  Gray)  had  said  so 
well  a  good  deal  of  what  he  was  about 
to  say  that  it  was  not  necessary  he 
should  occupy  the  Committee  at  any 
great  length.  He  would  not  accuse  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  of  deliberately 
trying  to  confuse  their  minds  ;  but  tho 
hon.  Gentleman  certainly  appeared  to 
wish  to  confuse  their  minds  by  staling 
that  the  stamp  duties  on  conveyances 
would  not,  of  course,  be  paid  to  the 
Office.  They  were  all  agreed  about  the 
stamp  duties  on  conveyances ;  but,  apart 
from  that  altogether,  it  seemed  to  him 
that  the  stamp  duty  ou  Memorials  oould 
not  exist  unless  Memorials  were  regis- 
tered.    It  seemed  to  him  that  no  pay- 


ment for  a  search  could  be  made  unless 
there  was  a  registry  in  which  that  search 
could  take  place  ;  therefore,  they  ought 
to  have  a  complete  and  honest  statement 
— not  a  vague  statement  about  £12,000 
or  £14,000 — of  what  was  received  in 
every  kind  of  way.  They  would  then 
know  what  was  the  income  of  this  Re- 
gistry Office,  and  be  able  to  make  up 
their  minds  as  to  the  future  arrangement 
that  ought  to  be  made.  Tho  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  never  shrank  from  what 
he  said,  and  the  objection  he  had  taken 
to  the  proposal  which  had  been  made 
by  hon.  Members  was,  that  if  all  the 
payments  made  in  the  Office  were  cre- 
dited to  the  Office,  there  would  still  be 
a  deficit.  If  there  would  be  a  deficit, 
how  was  it  there  was  a  surplus  of 
£42,000  ;  how  had  that  money  been  ac- 
cumulated ?  Ho  (Mr.  Warton)  thought 
there  might  also  be  given  an  account  of 
what  had  become  of  the  £42,000.  He 
supposed  it  was  absorbed  in  the  general 
Revenue  of  the  country.  Well,  now,  a 
point  with  regard  to  the  remuneration 
of  clerks  had  been  raised.  There  was 
uo  doubt  that  whenever  a  post  was 
vacant  there  was  always  a  largo  number 
<if  applications  for  it,  and  ho  thought  it 
would  be  throwing  away  the  money  of 
tiio  country  if  they  were  to  make  ex- 
travagant payments  for  very  humble 
services ;  but  it  was  one  of  tho  ele- 
mentary evils  of  the  social  condition  of 
the  present  day  that  there  were  so  many 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  persons  who 
wished  to  be  writers  and  clerks.  The 
fact  was,  that  there  was  a  sort  of  con- 
tempt thrown  on  the  handycraftsman, 
and  therefore  it  was  that  so  many  people 
were  found  to  refuse  to  work  with  their 
hands.  Discontent  came,  and  that  dis- 
content did  not  fail  to  find  expression. 
He  sympathized  with  the  argument  of 
the  Secretary  to  tlie  Treasury  as  re- 
garded the  remuneration  of  clerks,  sub- 
ject, however,  to  one  exception.  The 
Secretary  to  the  Ti-easury  compared  the 
payment  of  I^rf.  a  folio  with  the  pay- 
ment of  10(/.  an  hour.  He  (Mr.  Warton) 
was  not  going  to  say  how  many  folios 
a  scribe  eould  write  in  an  hour ;  but 
there  was  this  diil'erenoe  between  the 
two  systems  of  payment — that  a  man 
who  was  paid  lOrf.  an  hour,  wrote  ac- 
cordingly ;  but  if  they  told  a  man  that 
he  was  to  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  \^d.  per 
folio,  and  then  gave  him  a  number  of 
words  to  write  for  which  ho  was  not 
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paid,  that  was  a  distinct  'breacli  of  faith. 
It  would  be  well  to  remedy  such  a  little 
matter,  because,  when  men  received  sueli 
very  small  salaries,  every  penny  or  hulf- 
penny  was  of  importance  to  them,  and 
if  any  emoluments  were  deducted,  the 
employes  became  dissatisfied.  It  was 
not  fair  that,  if  men  were  paid  lArf.  for 
every  folio,  that  they  should  write  a 
Bingle  word  that  did  not  form  part  of 
the  total.  If  men  were  paid  upon  the 
piece  system,  they  ought  to  receive  pay- 
ment for  every  bit  of  work  they  did. 
It  was  only  natural  if,  upon  the  piece 
system,  a  man  ought  to  receive  !«.,  but 
as  a  matter  of  fact  only  received  -Irf.,  that 
he  should  become  discontented.  Honesty 
was  the  better  jiolicy,  as  far  as  the 
Government  were  concerned,  and  it  was 
far  better  that  they  should  say  that  IJr/. 
a  folio  would  not  be  paid  when  they 
really  did  not  give  it.  A  little  justice 
in  that  resjject  woidd  be  a  good  thing, 
and  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  ought 
to  take  good  care  that  men  in  the  service 
of  the  Crown  were  not  defrauded  out  of 
anything  which  was  their  due. 

Mh.  small  confessed  that  he  heard 
■with  great  surprise  and  dissatisfaction 
the  statement  of  the  lion.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  especially 
that  portion  of  it  which  related  to  the 
clerks  of  the  Eegistry  Office.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  bad  said  that  the  clerks 
were  not  men  of  very  superior  intelli- 
gence. That  was  quite  true  ;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  there  was  no  Public  Depart- 
ment in  Ireland  which  was  so  satis- 
factorily worked  as  the  Registry  of 
Deeds.  He  (Mr.  Small)  had  been  ac- 
quainted with  the  working  of  the  Office 
for  many  years,  and  ho  was  hardly 
aware  of  any  mistake  made  by  the  clerks. 
The  lion.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Courtney)  had 
not  as  yet  exiilained  to  the  Committee 
why  it  was  that  in  almost  every  other 
Public  OtHce  in  Ireland  —  the  Local 
Government  Board  Office,  the  Office  of 
the  Board  of  Works,  the  Paymaster 
General's  Office,  the  National  Education 
Office — there  were  first  and  second  class 
clerks,  while  there  were  only  third  class 
clerks  in  the  Office  of  the  Registry  of 
Deeds.  He  certainly  did  not  think  that 
the  clerks  in  the  other  Offices  required 
any  greater  intelligence  than  those  in 
the  Office  of  the  Registry  of  Deeds.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  the  Office  of  the  Board 
of  Works  was  unsatisfactory  and  in- 
efficient, whereas  the  Registry  of  Deeds 

Mr.  Ifarlon 


Office  did  its  work  very  satisfactorily. 
The  Local  Government  Board  was  dis- 
tinguished fur  doing  nothing  that  they 
could  pcjssibly  avoid  doing.  The  Pay- 
master General's  Office  and  the  National 
Education  Office  were  Offices  with  which 
he  was  not  well  acquainted.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
said  that  in  a  very  short  time  he  thought 
the  Office  uf  the  Registry  of  Deeds  could 
bo  worked  by  one  or  two  Registrars  who 
would  supervize  a  number  of  clerks  of 
the  same  standing  as  those  now  em- 
ployed. [Mr.  Courtney  :  No.]  He 
understood  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  say 
that  one  or  two  Registrars  and  an  Assis- 
tant Registrar  with  a  number  of  clerks, 
would  bo  sufficient  to  do  the  work  of  the 
Office  ;  but  perhaps  the  hon.  Gentleman 
would  kindly  state  what  he  did  »av  ? 

Mk.  COURTNEY  said,  be  would  be 
glad  to  do  80.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Small)  asked  him  why  it  was  that 
third  class  clerks  were  employed  in  the 
Registry  of  Deeds  Office,  whilst  first  and 
second  claps  clerks  were  employed  in 
other  Public  Offices  in  Ireland  ?  He  had 
previously  stated  that  the  Government 
wished  to  remove  the  obstacles  that  ex- 
isted in  the  way  of  the  clerks  receiving 
some  advance ;  but  they  could  not  do 
anything  without  taking  steps  at  the 
same  time  for  the  removal  of  the  superior 
clerks.  Great  responsibility  was  thrown 
upon  the  Registrar,  and  it  was  thought 
thiit  if  an  Assistant  Registrar  and  a 
limited  number  of  first  and  second  class 
clerks  were  appointed,  the  work  of  the 
Office  might  be  performed  very  satis- 
factorily. 

Mn.  SMALL  said,  be  could  not  see 
very  much  difference  between  what  the 
hoii.  Gentleman  had  now  said,  and  the 
obseiTations  he  (Mr.  Small)  thought  he 
had  made  originally.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man spoke  of  a  limited  number  of  first 
and  second  class  clerks,  together  with  an 
Assistant  Registrar,  being  drafted  into 
the  Office ;  but  why  should  not  the 
superior  clerks  in  the  Office  be  made 
first  class  clerks,  and  the  clerks  of  an 
inferior  grade  be  made  second  class 
clerks  ?  He  failed  to  understand  whe- 
ther the  mode  of  admission  to  the  Office 
of  the  Registry  of  Deeds  was  different 
to  the  mode  of  admission  in  any  other 
Office  he  had  mentioned.  He  was  aware 
that  the  admission  into  the  Registry 
of  Deeds  Office  was  by  a  very  open 
system  of  competition  ;  but  he  was  not 
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aware  whether  that  was  so  with  regard 
to  any  other  Office.  If  there  was  not 
the  name  open  competition  iu  the  Board 
of  Works  aud  the  Local  Government 
Board  Offii'es,  and  bo  on,  he  could  easily 
understand  how  it  was  there  woro  bo 
many  third  class  clerks  in  the  Registry 
of  Deeds  Office,  and  none  in  the  other 
Offices.  The  Registry  of  Deeds  Office, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  was  a  popular  OlKco, 
and  that,  no  doubt,  was  the  reason  why 
the  clerks  discharged  their  duties  so  ex- 
tremely well. 

Mk.  FINDLATER  said,  he  thought 
that  the  stamp  duties  would  at  all  times 
be  sufficient  to  counterbalance  the 
expenditure  of  the  Office ;  indeed,  the 
Roj'al  Commissioners  were  of  opiniun 
that  they  would,  if  all  the  Duty  and  Office 
fees  went  towards  tiie  expenses  of  the 
Office.  He  admitted  the  courtesy  of  the 
Seerettiry  to  the  Treasury  ;  but  he  could 
not  allow  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  had 
at  all  satisfactorily  answered  the  diffe- 
rent points  which  had  been  raised.  He, 
therefore,  moved  to  reduce  the  Vote  by 
£1,000,  iu  order  to  test  the  feeling  of 
the  Committee  by  a  Division. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £11,G70.  be 
granted  to  Ucr  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  3l8t  d:iy  of  March  1885,  for  the  Salarii's 
and  Expenses  of  the  OIGco  fur  the  liegiatralion 
of  Deeds  in  Ireland." — {Mr.  Findlnter.) 

Mh.  DICKPEDDIE  said,  he  was 
surprised  to  find  that  Iris^h  Members 
should  expect,after  what  took  place  with 
regard  to  the  Register  House,  Edin- 
burgh, that  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury wouM  listen  to  their  case.  Ho  en- 
tirely sympathized  with  the  caso  put 
forward  on  behalf  of  the  clerks  in 
Dublin;  but  t'aeir  case  was  very  much 
less  strong  than  the  case  of  the  clerks 
in  Edinburgh.  The  third  class  clerks 
in  Dublin  began  at  £90  a-year,  rising 
by  £10  a-year  to  £200;  but  the  unfor- 
tunate third  class  clerks  in  Edinburgh, 
though  beginning  at  £90,  only  rose  by  £5 
a  year  to  £160.  At  the  same  time,  the 
latter  did  more  important  work  than  the 
clerks  in  Dublin,  not  only  doing  all  the 
work  the  clerks  in  Dublin  did,  but  also 
preparing  ail  the  minutes  of  the  deeds 
sent  in  for  registration,  which  was  not 
done  by  the  clerks  in  Dublin,  but  by 
solicitors  who  charged  largely  for  the 
work.      The  clerks   in   Edinburgh  re- 


ceived a  less  income  and  a  less  yearly 
increment  than  the  Dublin  clerks,  and 
they  could  not  expect  promotion  in  less 
tlian  25  or  30  years.  Still,  he  did  not 
think  that  because  the  Edinburgh  clerks 
were  badly  treated  it  would  be  right  to 
treat  the  Dublin  clerks  badly,  and, 
therefore,  ho  should  support  the  Motion 
for  reducing  the  Vote.  Ho  thought  the 
Irish  case  was  one  which  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  should  carefully  con- 
sider ;  and  he  hoped  that  by  helping 
to  vindicate  the  case  of  the  Dublin 
clerks,  he  might  do  something  to  induce 
the  hon.  Gentleman  nest  year  to  look 
with  a  more  favourable  eye  on  the  claims 
of  those  unhappy  clerks  who  did  the 
national  work  iu  Eilinburgh,  and  were 
worse  paid  than  they  would  be  in  any 
private  office  in  the  country. 

Mk.  1 1 K.\LY  observed,  that  the  hon. 
Member  (Mr.  Dick-Peddio)  had  several 
times  taunted  the  Iri»h  Members  upon 
their  action  with  regard  to  Scotch  Votes; 
but  he  would  remind  the  hon.  Member 
that  the  Irish  Members  had  all  voted 
with  him,  except  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cuvan  (Mr.  Biggar),  who  was  well- 
known  to  be  a  rigid  teetotaller  in  re- 
spect to  financial  matters.  They  had 
voted  in  favour  of  the  Scotch  clerks; 
but  he  did  not  at  all  agree  with  the  hon. 
Member,  on  the  merits  of  tlie  case,  that 
the  Dublin  caso  was  not  so  strong  aa 
tliat  of  Edinburgh,  because  the  clerks 
iu  the  Registry  of  Deeds  Office  iu  Dub- 
lin performed  duties  to  which  there  was 
no  parallel  in  England  or  Scotland.  The 
Office  in  Dublin  was  recognized  as  one 
of  the  most  important  and  most  valuable 
Offices  in  the  country,  in  which  no  mis- 
takes were  made,  and  in  which  the  clerks 
performed  duties  of  a  most  laborious 
and  important  character,  but  were  worse 
treated  than  the  clerks  in  any  other 
Office.  A  Bill  had  been  passed  some 
time  ago,  to  give  them  some  additional 
remuneration,  on  the  representation  of 
his  hon.  Colleague  (Mr.  Findlater);  and 
the  very  fact  that  a  I3ill  had  to  be  passed 
sliowed  how  these  clerks  had  been 
treated.  If  this  was  an  Office  of  the 
Board  of  Works,  or  some  other  rou- 
tine Office,  there  would  be  no  difficulty 
whatever  in  giving  the  clerks  what 
they  wanted.  The  Board  of  Works  did 
nothing;  it  was  hated  by  everybody, 
and  got  everj'thing  it  wanted  ;  while  a 
body  like  the  clerks  of  the  Registry  of 
Deeds  Office,  who  were  admitted  to  bo 
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efficient,  against  whom  he  had  never 
heard  a  breath  of  complaint,  and  with 
regard  to  whom,  on  the  contrary,  solici- 
tors and  suitors  were  loud  in  eulogium, 
were  refused  by  the  Government  what 
they  had  asked  for  with  groat  modera- 
tion. He  did  not  wish  to  disparage  the 
Scotch  flerks.  Ho  had  voted  in  their 
favour ;  ))ut,  at  the  same  time,  lie  cer- 
tainly thought  the  clerks  in  the  Dublin 
Office  occupied  a  peculiar  position,  and 
ought  to  bi)  treated  with  regard  to  that 
fact.  In  comparison  with  the  duties 
they  discharged  they  Lad  not  been  fairly 
treated  by  the  Government,  and  if  they 
looked  at  the  onerous  and  responsiblo 
duties  cast  upon  them,  he  certainly 
thought  there  was  no  body  of  men  in 
the  country  who  more  deserved  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House  and  the  Trea- 
sury. 

Mb.  COURTNEY  pointed  out  that 
the  Bill  to  which  the  hon.  Member  had 
referred  was  necessary  because  of  an 
Act  of  Parliament.  These  clerks  were 
paid  according  to  commercial  principles, 
having  regard  to  what  they  would  re- 
ceive for  similar  duties  in  a  private  office, 
and  the  question  was,  whether  that  plan 
should  be  adhered  to,  or  whether  an 
appeal  should  be  made  to  Parliament 
for  a  special  and  a  compassionate  allow- 
ance ?  The  receipts  of  the  Registry  of 
Deeds  in  Dublin  did  not  at  present  pay 
the  expenses  of  the  Office ;  but  there 
were  accumulations  from  the  time  when 
the  Office  was  remunerative.     With  re- 

fard  to  what  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
er  for  Bridport  (Mr.  Warton)  had  said, 
the  rate  of  pay  was  l^i^.  a  folio,  and  the 
clerks  had  accepted  their  position  with  a 
full  knowledge  of  what  the  remunera- 
tion would  be. 

Mh.  WAETON  agreed  with  the  hon. 
Gentleman  as  to  the  proper  principle  of 
paying  these  clerks,  though  he  did  not 
much  like  the  ccimraercial  principle.  Ho 
considered  IJrf.  a  folio  a  low  rate  of 
pay.  The  Attorney  General  charged 
fur  bills  of  costs  at  the  rate  of  Ad.  a 
folio,  and,  of  course,  he  got  a  good 
profit, 

Mb.  FINDLATER  asked  whether  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  would  pro- 
duce a  Return,  if  moved  for,  showing  a 
statement  of  the  revenue  derived  from 
duty  stamps,  seals,  and  fee  stamps  on  all 
the  documents,  so  that  they  might  test 
the  question  whether  they  were  appli- 
cable to  the  expenses  of  the  Office  ? 

Mr.  Mealy 


Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  he  would  be 
willing  to  pve  these  particulars,  with- 
out prejudice. 

Mr.  gray  said,  the  issue  was  not,as 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  supposed, 
whether  those  clerks  should  be  paid  on 
commercial  jirinciples  or  not.  That  was 
only  a  very  small  portion  of  the  total 
issue.  The  issue,  as  it  appeared  to  him, 
was  whether,  considering  the  nature  of 
tht'ir  duties,  these  clerks  should  be  given 
advantages  equal  to  those  given  to  clerks 
in  other  Departments.  That  was  a  very 
different  thing  from  whether  they  should 
be  paid  only  upon  commercial  principles, 
or  receive  a  compa.ssionate  allowance. 
He  was  not  ut  all  in  fovour  of  that 
course  ;  but  he  was  in  favour  of  paying 
what  was  fair,  judging  by  the  current 
rate  of  pay.  The  question  at  issue  was 
whether  these  clerks  should  be  paid  ade- 
quately, and  he  contended  thot  they 
should  be,  but  were  not.  An  important 
point  was  whether  the  revenues  of  this 
Office  were  dealt  with  in  consonance 
with  the  spirit  of  the  express  words  of 
the  Act  of  Parliament.  The  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  had  not  explained  how 
he  maintained  his  assertion  that  the 
special  duties  charged  in  this  Office  in 
connection  with  the  services  of  the  Office 
should  not  be  credited  to  the  Office,  and 
that  if  the  Office  did  not  exist  the  fees 
would  still  have  to  be  paid.  That  was 
what  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  speoifi- 
cally  stated.  Then  as  to  the  commercial 
principle,  that  was,  no  doubt,  a  very  ad- 
luirable  sentiment,  and  came  very  well 
from  the  hon.  Gentleman.  Was  the  hon. 
Gentleman  ready  to  abide  by  that  prin- 
ciple generally,  or  did  he  only  apply  it 
to  these  poor  scriveners — these  animated 
machines?  How  about  the  Head  of  the 
Office?  Who  was  tlio  Head  of  the 
Office,  and  was  he  appointed  hy  the  late 
Government  on  coinmerciul  principles? 
He  was  a  broken-down  editor,  and  he 
was  appointed  snlely  because  he  hud  for 
years  and  years  constituted  his  paper 
the  tool  and  organ  of  the  Whig  official 
class  in  Dublin.  When,  in  consequence 
of  public  opinion  deserting  him,  his 
paper  was  reduced  to  a  worthless  condi- 
tion, and  practically  to  bankruptcy,  the 
Government  rewarded  this  gentleman, 
on  commercial  principles,  of  course,  by 
giving  him  the  Headship  of  an  Office  of 
which  he  knew  nothing  at  all,  and  a 
salary  of  £1,000  or  £1,200  a-year.  He 
was  certain  that  when  that  gentleman 
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entered  the  Office  he  had  not  the  most 
remote  notion  of  how  a  deed  was  roRis- 
tered,  and  his  sole  claim  to  the  office 
was  that  he  had  been  the  proprietor  of 
a  paper  in  Dublin  which  he  had  made 
the  tool  of  the  Government,  and  which 
becam«  no  longer  useful  for  that  pur- 
pose, because  tlie  people  would  have 
nothing  more  to  do  with  it.  In  saying 
that  he  was  not  animated  by  any  per- 
sonal feeling,  for  the  paper  had  disap- 
peared for  10  or  15  yoara,  deserted  by 
the  people.  He  held  that  the  commer- 
cial priuoiple  should  bo  applied  to  the 
entire  Office,  if  applied  at  all,  and  he 
contended  that  any  man  who  had  served 
for  a  long  time  in  any  Public  Depart- 
ment should  be  allowed  an  opportunity 
of  becoming  a  permanent  official  and  of 
rising  to  other  posts  when  they  became 
vacant.  It  was  most  discouraging  and 
demoralizing  to  sucli  men  to  find  per- 
sons from  outside  put  over  their  heads, 
not  on  commercial,  but  on  political  prin- 
ciples. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes  28 ; 
Noes  45:  Majority  17.  —  (Dir.  List, 
No.  198.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(4.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"Thi»t  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £83,430  (in- 
cluding a  Supplementary  snm  of  £26,340),  bo 
graated  to  Her  SInjesty,  to  coinplf^to  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  oour.^e  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  Slat  day  of  March  1885,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  OSioe  of  the  Irish  Land 
Commission." 

Me.  HE.^iiY  said,  that  it  was  an  un- 
fortunate thing  to  have  to  rise  to  speak 
on  this  matter,  when  there  was  no  one 
connected  with  the  Irish  Office  on  the 
Treasury  Bench  ;  but  he  wished  to  draw 
attention  to  two  or  three  matters  in 
connection  with  this  Vote,  in  regard  to 
which  he  had  already  given  Notice  to 
the  House.  Ho  observed,  in  the  first 
place,  that  there  was  a  very  large  de- 
crease in  the  Vote  this  year  of  nearly 
£70,000,  the  amount  last  year  having 
been  £157,381,  while  this  year  it  was 
£88,090.  That  decrease  was,  of  course, 
due  in  a  large  degree  to  the  fact  that 
the  fair  rent  cases  appeared,  judging 
from  the  statistics,  to  be  in  a  fair  way 
to  being  all  settled.  He  noticed  that, 
according  to  a  Beturu  dated  June  30tb, 


of  114,544  cases,  the  Land  Commis- 
sion claimed  to  have  disposed  of 
105,058  cases,  leaving  about  9,000  cases 
still  to  be  disposed  of.  In  reality,  of 
course,  they  had  only  dispost'd  of  about 
74,0U0  cases,  as  over  30,000  had  been 
cither  withdrawn  or  dismissed.  His 
complaint  that  night  was  that  the  Com- 
mittee were  asked  to  discuss  this  Vote 
without  having  any  information  as  to 
the  character  of  the  Sub-Commissioners, 
except  a  simple  statement  by  the  Chief 
Secretary,  that  certain  gentlemen  would 
no  longer  continue  Sub-Commissioners. 
There  was  no  printed  document  to  which 
tiiey  could  refer,  giving  the  names  of 
the  gentlemen  who  were  to  continue 
and  those  who  were  not  to  remain.  That 
was  not  a  proper  way  in  which  to  dis- 
cuss this  Vote,  and  be  must  complain 
of  those  who  were  responsible  in  this 
matter  for  not  having  provided  the 
House  of  Commons  with  information  of 
a  precise  and  adequate  character  respect- 
ing the  gentlemen  who  were  charged 
with  the  responsible  duties  of  fixing 
fair  rents.  It  was  true  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary had  stated  that  certain  gentlemen 
were  to  be  dismissed  ;  but  they  were  left 
to  work  out  piecemeal  and  by  subtrac- 
tion those  who  were  to  remain. 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  said,  he  had  given 
the  names  of  the  gentlemen  who  were 
not  to  be  continued  ;  but  there  was  no  oc- 
casion to  give  those  who  were  to  remain. 

Mr.  HEALY  said,  his  impression 
was  the  other  way ;  but,  at  all  events, 
his  point  was,  that  merely  giving  a  state- 
ment in  the  House  which  no  one  could 
carry  away  in  his  head  was  no  way 
in  which  to  deal  with  this  matter. 
The  Government  were  at  no  loss  for 
funds,  and  to  print  a  small  slip  or  docu- 
ment giving  the  names  of  those  who 
were  remaining  or  leaving  could  not 
have  been  too  much  even  for  the  intelli- 
ligenoe  of  the  Irish  Office.  He  had  been 
at  some  pains  to  find  out  which  gentle- 
men were  to  be  continued — without  re- 
ference that  was  to  the  seven  years' 
men — and  he  must  say  that  anything 
more  calculated  to  infuse  distrust  into 
the  minds  of  the  Irish  tenants  he  had 
never  imagined.  With  regard  to  the 
Commissioners,  it  was  most  extraordi- 
nary that  the  Government  had  dismissed 
everyone  whose  term  would  elapse  on 
the  31st  of  August,  who  was  trusted  by 
the  tenants,  and  had  kept  on  everybody 
who  had  been  the  subject  of  complaint 
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on  the  part  of  the  tenants.  All  wbom 
the  Tory  Members  had  assailed  had 
gone  down  before  the  landlords'  advo- 
cates ;  whereas  men  like  Mr.  Grey,  Mr. 
Meek,  Mr.  Davidson,  and  others  of  that 
Btamp,  who  had  given  satisfaction,  to  a 
larueextent,  tothelrish  tenants,  had  gone 
"  where  the  woodbine  twineth."  Every- 
one attacked  by  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  the  University  of  Dublin 
(Mr.  Gibson)  and  the  hon.  and  gallant 
ilember  for  the  County  of  Dublin  (C-o- 
lonel  King-Hnrman)  had  gone,  while 
those  Commissioners,  whom  he  (Mr. 
Healy)  and  his  Friends  had  assailed,  re- 
mained in  office.  Who  had  been  left 
at  that  moment.  Lot  them  confeider  the 
residuum.  He  proposed  to  give  a  bio- 
graphical account  of  the  gentlemen  who 
were  to  be  retained.  There  was,  first 
of  bU,  Mr.  Burke,  a  Protestant  gentle- 
man, son  of  nn  Inspector  of  the  Local 
Government  Board — that  in  itself  being, 
of  course,  a  recommendation  for  him  to 
be  appointed  to  fix  rents — a  Conserva- 
tive and  a  strong  landlord  partizan. 
The  very  fact  that  he  was  the  son  of  a 
Local  Government  Board  Inspector  made 
him  almost  a  man  sent  from  Heaven 
with  a  stamp  of  extra  fitness  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  the  office.  Mr.  Burke  was 
a  barrister.  Hon.  Members  would  not 
be  able  to  discover  that  fact  from  having 
se^n  his  name  in  the  papers,  because  he 
(Mr.  Healy)  could  not  find  that  ho  ever 
held  a  brief,  but  they  would  discover  it 
if  they  put  themselves  to  the  trouble  of 
looking  over  The  Law  List.  Well,  Mr. 
Burke  was,  of  course,  a  Conservative  in 
politics — a  strong  Tory  partizan — and 
what  could  be  a  higher  qualitieation  for 
any  man  to  fix  rents  in  Ireland  ?  Well, 
Mr.  Burke  was  No.  1.  Then  he 
came  to  the  name  of  Mr.  M'Devitt. 
Now,  if  there  was  any  person  in  Ire- 
land in  whom  the  people  of  that  country 
had  no  confidence,  it  was  Mr.  M'Devitt. 
He  was  tlie  son  of  a  tenant  farmer  ;  but 
he  had  discarded  that  position  in  life, 
and  he  was  now  imbibed  with  the  worst 
prejudices  of  the  class  in  whoso  ranks 
he  aspired  to  enter,  and  whose  favour, 
to  a  certain  extent,  he  appeared  to  have 
obtained.  At  any  rate,  he  had  the  con- 
fidence of  Her  Majes-ty's  Government, 
and  they  had  continued  him  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Crown  as  a  fit  and  proper 
person  to  fix  rents.  He  had  already  de- 
scribod  Mr.  M'Devitt's  visit  to  Ulster; 
and  when  he  ooasidered  the  letters  that 
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had  been  written  to  the  newspapers,  and 
the  hue  and  cry  raised  in  the  country 
about  Mr.   M'Devitt,  he  was  certainly 
amazed  to  find  that  Earl  Spencer  should 
fly  in  the  teeth  of  the  opinion  of  the 
people   of  Ireland   b}'  continuing  this 
man  in  office.     Of  course,  Mr.  M'Devitt 
had  a  conscience,  but  it  was  a  landlord's 
conscience,  and  whenever  the  interests 
of  the  tenant  had  to  be  balanced  against 
those  of  the  landlord,   Mr.   M'Devitt's 
qualms  of  conscience   always   weighed 
him   down   upon    the    landlord's    side. 
W'hile  they  dismissed  men  like  Wild, 
Meek,  Davidson,  and   Grey,  they  con- 
tinued to  employ  men  like  M'Devitt.    If 
they  desired  to  employ  certain  officials, 
who  were  notorious  landlords'  men,  why 
did  they  not  mix  up  half-a-dozen  of  them 
with  half-a-dozen  tenants'  men,  so  as  to 
do  the  thing  with  some  appearance  of 
fairness  and  decency  ?     Mr.   M'Devitt, 
like  Mr.  Burke,  had  been  called  to  the 
Bur  ;  but  he  was  a  barrister  under  false 
pretences.     He  had  made  a  representa- 
tion to  the  Benchers  that  he  had  no  in- 
tention of  practising  in  Ireland;  but  as 
soon  as  he   had   succeeded  in   getting 
called  to  the  Bar  by  the  Benchers,  Mr. 
M'Devitt  practised  at  the  Bar  like  any 
other  Irish  gentleman.    The  North-West 
Bar,  which  Mr.  M'Devitt  had  joined,  had 
marked  their  disapproval  of  his  brearh 
of  faith  by  having  "  blackbeaned"  him, 
and  therefore  he  had  been  appointed  a 
Sub-Commissioner.    Those  were  his  cre- 
dentials ;    but    he    believed     that    Mr. 
M'Devitt  had  a  further  claim  in   the 
osbistance  he  had    given    at  a  recent 
Tyrone  election  on  behalf  of  the  Liberal 
candidate.     His  claims  to  the  confidence 
of  the  tenants  were  absolutely  nil,  al- 
though he  professed  to  have  worked  in 
their  behalf  prior  to  the  passing  of  the 
Prevention  of  Crime  Act  of  1881.     At 
the  outset  of  his  career,  no  doubt,  Mr. 
M'Devitt  declared  himself  the  friend  of 
the  tenant;  but  at  the  moment  it  bo- 
came  necessary  to  obtain  a  position  as  a 
friend  of  the  landlords,  Mr.  M'Devitt 
was    not    ashamed    to    wheel    entirely 
round.     Ho  passed  on  now  to  the  next 
gentleman,  also  a  barrister,  Mr.  Eear- 
don.     &[r.  Seardon,  like  Mr.  Burke  oud 
Mr.  M'Devitt,  never  had  any  practice 
at  the  Bar,  and,  of  course,  as  the  Go- 
vernment were   at  great  straits  to  get 
gentlemen  to  act  as  Legal  Commissioners, 
they  had  been  obliged  to  fall  bnfk  on 
the  brigade  of  brieUesa  barristers  who 
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hung  about  Dublin,  and  to  sbove  them 
anyhow  into  the  position  of  Legal  Com- 
missioners. Mr.  lieardon's  principal 
claim  to  office  was  that,  on  several  occa- 
sions, as  representing  the  Commission 
on  which  ho  had  served,  he  had  been 
burnt  in  effigy  by  the  tenants.  Mr. 
Eeardon  had,  accordingly,  been  ap- 
pointed a  Sub-Commissioner.  Nov?,  a 
gentleman  who  had  been  burnt  in  effigy 
should,  undoubtedly,  enjoy  the  confidence 
of  Her  Majesty's  Ministers.  Certainly 
the  fact  ought  to  increase  his  credit  with 
Earl  Spenier  at  Dublin  Costle,  because 
that  noble  Earl  had  over  and  over  agnin 
been  burnt  in  effigy;  and  it  ought  to 
require  no  other  credentials  whatever  to 
entitle  a  man  to  an  appointment  as  Legal 
Commis-sinner.  Then  he  came  to  the 
next  gentleman,  Mr.  Doyle.  Mr.  Doyle 
happened  to  belong  to  the  county,  tlie 
borough  of  which  he  (Mr.  Ilealy)  had 
represented  for  some  time — namely, 
Wexford.  Mr.  Doyle  was  also  a  Legrtl 
Commissioner,  and  he  was  a  Legal 
Commissioner  because  he  had  never  had 
a  brief  in  his  life.  That  fact,  of  course, 
gave  him  unquestionable  claim  upon 
Her  Majesty's  Qovemmont.  The  mere 
fact  that  a  man  was  required  for  the  office 
of  Legal  Commissioner,  and  that  persons 
could  be  found  who  never  held  a  brief, 
undoubtedly  constituted  at  onco  a  very 
strong  reason  why  Earl  Spencer  should 
employ  them.  Mr.  Doyle  further  had 
the  influence  of  his  Conservative  friends 
who  were  very  powerful  in  Dublin 
Castle,  and  Mr.  Doyle  had  very  little 
difficulty  in  retaining  his  position. 
Mr.  Doyle's  legal  light  was,  in  the  Ur.st 
instance,  not  recognized,  and  his  origi- 
nal appointment  was  that  of  Agricultural 
Commissioner ;  but  having  gained  ex- 
perience as  a  fixer  of  rent^,  from  a  land- 
lord's point  of  view,  Mr.  Doyle  sud- 
denly blossomed  out  as  a  Legal  Com- 
sioner,  and  was  now  continued  in 
that  capacity.  Ho  now  came  to  the 
gentlemen  who  were  appointed  to  act 
as  Lny  Commissioners.  First,  there 
was  Mr.  Walpole,  Of  Mr.  Walpole  he 
would.only  say  that  if  tho  voice  of  his 
own  tenants  could  penetrate  into  that 
House,  Mr.  Walpole  would  never  have 
been  beard  of  as  a  Sub-Commissionor. 
He  was  a  Tory  in  politics,  and  a  no- 
toriously bad  landlord,  distrusted  by 
every  man  who  had  been  brought  in 
contact  with  him.  His  decisions  were 
appealed  against  and  dismissed.     But 
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it  would  be  found  that  Mr.  Walpole 
possessed  everything  that  ought  to  con- 
stitute a  Landlord  Commissioner.  Then 
came  Mr.  Barry.  Mr.  Barry  was  a  Ca- 
tholic gentleman ;  but  it  was  remark- 
able in  Ireland  how  the  Government 
picked  out  all  the  "  Shanneen  "  Catholics 
they  could  find  if  they  desired  to  ap- 
point any  man  to  any  office  of  profit. 
Mr.  Barry  was  a  Catholic  landlord,  and 
he  had  shown  himself,  throughout  his 
judgments,  one  of  the  greatest  and 
bitterest  enemies  of  the  tenant  farmer. 
It  seemed  as  though  the  Qovernment, 
having  exhausted  all  the  bigoted  Pro- 
testants they  could  find,  fell  back  upon 
tho  rotten  Catholics ;  and  he  must  say 
that  this  system  of  governing  a  people 
by  men  whom  the  people  themselves 
detested  and  despised  was  a  remarkable 
feature  of  the  Government  of  Ireland. 
Her  Majesty's  Ministers  appeared  to 
have  employed  a  micro'icope  in  order  to 
discover  and  drag  out  their  agents  by 
that  means  from  utter  obscurity.  As 
long  as  there  was  an  objectionable  man 
left  in  Ireland,  Earl  Spencer  would  get 
hold  of  him  and  utilize  him  in  building 
up  the  foundation  of  peace  and  order 
and  security  in  Ireland,  at  any  rate,  for 
the  next  15  years.  The  next  man  was 
Mr.  Bnmiord.  Mr.  Bamford  was  a 
land  agent,  and  a  detested  land  agent, 
and,  therefore,  as  a  matter  of  course,  ho 
had  been  appointed  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government ;  and  Mr.  Bamford  had 
been  sent  round  upon  estates,  in  which 
he  was  himself  personally  interested,  in 
order  to  fix  rents  upon  his  own  relatives. 
The  manner  in  which  he  had  fixed  those 
rents  upon  tenants,  who  were  his  own 
relatives,  had  already  been  brought 
under  the  notice  of  tho  House.  Of 
course,  a  man  of  such  n  character  was 
bound  to  be  employed  as  a  Sub-Com- 
missioner. Mr.  Mowbray,  another  Sub- 
Commissioner,  was,  as  far  as  he  recol- 
lected, a  Scutohman.  Of  course,  in  deal- 
ing with  Irish  rents,  they  must  naturally 
have  a  Scotchman.  The  first  thing  to 
do  in  Ireland  was  to  subject  the  Irish 
people  to  the  judicial  influences  of  a 
Scotchman  ;  that  appeared  to  be  one  of 
the  great  principles  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  Even  the  Chief  Secretary 
represented  a  Scotch  borough  ;  but  whe- 
ther he  was  a  Scotchman  himself,  he 
(Mr.  Healy)  was  unable  to  say.  Of 
course,  that  fact  might  have  bad  nothing 
to  do  with  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Mow- 
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bray.  Mr.  Mowbray's  first  claim  to  the 
appointment  was  that  he  was  a  Scotch- 
mau  ;  secondly,  that  he  was  a  Tory  ;  and, 
thirdly,  that  he  was  Secretary  to  the 
Agi'ioultural  Society  of  Ireland,  which 
was  a  Landlord.?'  Association.  Mr. 
Mowbray's  conduct  on  the  Bench  had 
been  of  such  a  character  that  the 
tenants  regarded  him  as  their  worst 
enemy;  and,  therefore,  Mr.  Mowbray 
had  been  continued  in  his  position  as 
Commissioner,  while  such  men  as 
Meek,  Davison,  Crane,  and  Grey  had 
been  got  rid  of.  There  was  still  an- 
other— namely,  Mr. Lynch — who,  strango 
to  say,  although  a  barrister,  had  not 
been  appointed  a  Legal  Commissioner. 
He  could  not  understand  why  Mr.  Lynch 
had  been  appointed  a  Lay  Oommia- 
eioner,  because  Mr.  Ijynoh,  like  all  the 
other  gentlemen  to  whom  he  had  re- 
ferred, had  never  held  a  brief.  He, 
therefore,  failed  to  see  why  lie  should 
not  have  been  appointed  a  Legal  Com- 
missioner. By  some  strange  freak  the 
Government  had  only  appointed  Mr. 
Lynch  a  Lay  Commissioner.  He  (Mr. 
Healy)  thought  it  was  a  great  mistake. 
He  did  not  know  whether  Legal  Com- 
missioners drew  higher  salaries  than  the 
rest ;  but  the  fact  that  Mr.  Lynch  had 
never  held  a  brief  bad  not  been  suffi- 
cient to  insure  his  promotion.  He  cer- 
tainly saw  no  reason  in  the  world  why 
Mr.  Lynch  should  be  allowed  to  remain 
among  the  common  herd  of  Lay  Com- 
missioners. What  Mr.  Lynch  did  not 
know  about  land  would  fill  a  library. 
Mr.  Lynch,  being  an  extremely  young 
man,  had  had  no  real  agricultural  ex- 
perience whatever,  and,  having  had 
none,  he  was  considered  lit  to  adorn  the 
position  of  Lay  Commissioner.  He  had 
now  gone  through  the  list  of  the  gentle- 
men Her  Majesty's  Government  pro- 
posed to  continue  in  the  office  of  Sub- 
Commissioner  ;  but  he  would  ask  why, 
in  the  name  of  common  sense,  gentle- 
men of  this  kind  had  been  continued, 
and  why  other  gentlemen  had  been 
diamisEcd  ?  The  inference  was  plain. 
Why  had  Mr.  Mi-ek  been  dismissed? 
Why  had  Mr.  Wild  gone  ?  Why  should 
they  never  hear  again  of  Mr.  Davidson, 
of  Mr.  Grey,  of  Mr.  Crane,  and  others  ? 
It  was  because  the  Government  had 
found  it  inconvenient,  in  view  of  the 
Tory  attacks  upon  them,  and  especially 
of  thy  attacks  in  "  another  place,"  to 
continue  them  ;  and  the  OommiBsioners 
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who  were  dismissed  were  those  who  had 
acted  with  the  greatest  fairness  towarda 
the  tenants.    The  conduct  of  the  House 
of  Lords  in  this  matter  had  been  the 
curse  of  the  Land  Act.     In  the  House 
of  Commons  the  friends  of  the  tenants 
had  never  been  able  to  bring  forward 
their  grievances,  because  the  Bules  of  the 
House,  nnd  the  time  which  was  at  the 
disposal  of  private  Members,  were  such 
that  oven  with  constant  attempts  it  was 
impossible  to  bring  the  grievances  of  the 
people  before   the   House.     But  noble 
Lords,  who  were  themselves  interested 
in   land    in  Ireland,    when  they  found 
the  Land  Commissioners  acting  impro- 
perly, from  a  landlord's  point  of  view, 
had  only  to  put  down  a  Motion  on  the 
Books  in  order  to  bring  on  a  discussion. 
Everybody  who  knew  him  knew  that  he 
had  never  had,  nor  was  ever  likely  to 
havfi,  an  acre  of  land  in  hih  life.     Ho 
had,  therefore,  no  more  interest  in  this 
matter,  from  a  personal  point  of  view, 
than  the  first  man  they  might  meet  in 
the  street ;  but  Members  of  the  House  of 
Commons  could  not   bring  their  griev- 
ances fairly  forward,  and  speak  on  be- 
half of  those   they   represented,  while 
noble  Lords  in  '■  another  place,"  the  mo- 
ment they  found  that  things  were  going 
in  a  way  they  considered  improper,  as 
landlords,  had  only  to  put  down  a  Mo- 
tion on  the  Books  of  the  House,  and  in 
ti  jiffy  apologetic  speeches  came  from 
Lord  Carlingford  and  other  noble  Lords 
who  represented  the  Government,   but 
who  were  totally  unfitted   to  speak  on 
Irish    subjects.     The  consequence  was 
that   the  attacks  on  the  Commissioners 
conducted  in  the  House  of  Lords  had 
been  sufficient  to  intimidate  the  Sub- 
Commissioners  who  had  been  endeavour- 
ing to  do  their  duty.     Their  decisions 
had    been   distinctly  attacked  in    that 
House.     Motions   had  been   put  down 
which  enabled  certain  noble   Lords   to 
bring   the  question   for«'ard  ;    and  tlie 
residt  was  that  every  Sub-Commissioner 
who  had  acted   with  any   approach  to 
fairness    had    been    dismissed.      They 
might  call  it  dismissal,  discontinuance,  or 
suspension,  or  anything  else  they  liked 
in  the  vocabulary  of  official  phrases ;  but 
he  called  it  dismissal,  and  dismissal  be- 
cause  they  were  attacked  in  "  another 
place  "  by  noble  Lords  who  belonged  to 
the  Tory  Party.     In  the  House  of  Com- 
mons,   the   only   facility   they   had   for 
attacking  the  Commission  or  the  agents 
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of  the  Government  was  once  a-j-ear, 
when  the  Vote  for  the  Land  Comiuiesion 
was  brought  forward.  He  ventured  to 
assert  that  if  the  Government  had  been 
willing  to  pay  attention  to  the  complaints 
and  demands  of  the  Irish  jiooplo,  instead 
of  pinning  their  faith  on  the  complaints 
of  noble  Lnrds,  that  very  few  of  the 
gentlemen  who  had  been  continued  in 
office  would  have  been  acting  now  an 
Sub-Commissioners.  This  was  the  state 
of  affairs.  They  had  created  a  gangrene 
in  the  minds  of  the  tenants  of  Ireland. 
They  thought  they  were  settling  the 
Land  Question.  Aye,  they  were'settling 
it  with  sticking-ploister — underneath  the 
old  Sore  was  running ;  and,  altliough  it 
might  be  that  by  their  Prevention  of 
Crime  Act,  for  a  lime,  they  might  be 
keeping  down  the  real  public  sentiment 
upon  the  abortive  work  of  the  last  few 
years,  tliese  sticking -plaister  remedies 
would  yet  be  found  to  be  utterly  futile. 
They  could  not  keep  the  country  in  its 
present  position,  stiaight-waistcaatcd  as 
It  was.  He  would  like  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee  to  what  happened 
the  other  day  at  the  Limerick  Conven- 
tion. At  that  Convention  the  question 
of  the  rents  fixed  by  the  Sub-Commis- 
Bioners  was  considered  by  a  representa- 
tive body  in  the  most  calm  and  moderate 
manner.  It  was  an  expression  of  opi- 
nion by  tenant  farmers ;  and  what  was 
the  opinion  expressed  by  the  delegates  ? 
The  County  of  Limerick  was  one  of  the 
most  prosperiius  and  comfortable  In  the 
whole  of  Ireland,  enjoying  as  rich  a  soil 
aa  any  county  in  the  countr}'.  But  at 
that  Convention  the  delegates  expressed 
their  opinion  by  resolution  that  sooner 
or  later  a  strike  would  come  against  the 
judicial  rents  imposed  upon  them  by  the 
Sub-Commissioners.  Of  course,  having 
passed  that  resolution,  no  notice  was 
taken  of  it.  The  Government  might 
treat  the  matter  lightly,  because  anyone 
could  govern  in  a  state  of  siege ;  but 
they  would  find  in  tlio  end  that  it  was 
deserving  of  their  serious  consideration. 
Nobody  admired  more  than  he  did  the 
straight  iip-nnd-down  way  in  which  the 
Chiuf  .Secretary  endeavoured  to  address 
himself  to  his  duties.  Ue  had  never 
attempted  to  depreciate  his  uniform  cour- 
tesy to  the  Irish  Members ;  they  were 
treated  by  him  at  all  times  with  fairness, 
as  far  as  fairness  could  be  exhibited  by 
the  partisan  of  one  side  towards  the  pur- 
tizan  of  another ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
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while  he  admired  the  speeches  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  believed  that 
he  endeavoured  to  discharge  his  work 
with  official  conscientiousness,  as  far  as 
his  mind  would  enable  him  to  address 
himself  to  the  work,  from  everj'  prac- 
tical point  of  view  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman wasju.st  about  as  fit  for  the  posi- 
tion he  occupied  as  he  (Mr.  Heiily)  would 
ho  to  govern  the  entire  world.  Thi-re  was 
a  total  want  of  sympathy  on  his  part  with 
the  Irish  people;  a  failure  to  ai)preciut6 
and  to  understand  what  it  was  they 
wanted.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  altogether  in  the 
bands  of  a  few  first-class  clerks  in  Ire- 
land, and  if  ho  wanted  to  carry  on  any 
new  idea,  he  dared  not  initiate  it  or  take 
it  in  hand.  It  was  impossible  for  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  say — "I  will 
have  this  or  that  done."  He  was  imme- 
diately put  ofl"  by  some  first-class  clerk 
in  Dublin,  with  a  salary  of  £750  a-year, 
who  said — "You  cannot  do  that;  that 
would  be  altogether  against  the  rules. 
You  must  continue  Mr.  M'Devitt.  but 
we  cannot  have  Mr.  Meek  or  Mr.  Grey  ; 
because  in  Dublin  Castle  we  understand 
all  these  things,  and  you  do  not.  Yoti 
may  understand  something  about  India 
and  a  little  about  Devonshire,  or  the 
Border  Burghs ;  but  you  do  not  know 
anything  about  Ireland."  The  residt 
was  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  fol- 
lowed humbly  in  the  track  into  which  he 
was  directed.  Now,  he  (Mr.  llealy) 
wished  to  know  whether  tliis  was  a  Land 
Act  passed  for  the  people  or  not,  or  were 
theGovernment  prepared  to  depend  upon 
the  Land  Act  when  they  had  got  the 
Prevention  of  Crime  Act  no  longer  in 
operation  ?  That  was  the  point  to  which 
hon.  Qentlemon  opposite  and  the  Eudi- 
oals  of  England  must  address  themselves. 
They  could  not  coerce  the  people  of  Ire- 
land for  ever,  and  sooner  or  later  they 
must  give  up  their  coercive  riii%me. 
Next  year  thej-  would  have  the  Ilepre- 
sentatiou  of  the  People  Bill  t<i  fon^ider, 
and  they  knew,  from  th»»  Prime  Minist.«r, 
that  it  was  iinposi^ible  to  pass  a  Redis- 
tribution Bill  in  the  same  year ;  but 
surely  it  would  bo  harder  to  pasts  a  Pre- 
vention of  CVinie  Act.  Already  lion. 
Members  were  beginning  to  appeal  to 
their  constituents.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  opposite  the  Member  for  Chel- 
sea (Mr.  Firth),  who  had  voted  steadily 
all  through  for  the  Prevention  of  Crime 
Act 
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Me.  firth  said,  he  was  sorry  to 
interrupt  the  hon.  Member ;  but  it  was 
quite  a  mistake  to  represent  him  as  hav- 
ing steadily  voted  all  through  for  the 
Prevention  of  Crime  Act. 

Mb.  HEALY  said,  be  accepted  the 
statement  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber ;  but,  nevertheless,  he  had  the  im- 
pression that  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman, and  a  good  many  of  his  Friends, 
had  voted  steadily  for  the  Prevention  of 
Crime  Act.  They  now  found  that  it  was 
necessary  to  go  to  their  constituents,  and 
-  it  was  wonderful  how  they  were  begin- 
ning to  appreciate  the  statistics  of  Ire- 
land in  regard  to  the  decrease  of  crime. 
As  their  only  reliance  must  be  the  Irish 
Land  Act,  why  on  earth  could  not  they 
see  that  it  was  necessary  to  have  it  car- 
ried out  honestly  and  fairly  ?  He  had 
never  been  an  advocate  of  the  justice  of 
fixing  rents ;  he  believed  thpy  could  not 
do  it.  He  had  never  voted  for  the  Land 
Act,  because  he  believed  that  it  was  an 
impossible  settlement  of  the  Land  Ques- 
tion ;  but  he  had  endeavoured  to  improve 
the  Act  as  much  as  possible.  But  the 
fact  that  it  was  an  impossible  settlement 
of  the  Land  Question  was  no  reason  why 
its  administration  should  be  given  into 
the  hands  of  landlord  partizans.  If 
there  were  to  be  partizans  of  the  land- 
lords, let  them  act  in  a  straight  up-and- 
down  manner,  and  have  partizans  ap- 
pointed on  the  side  of  the  tenants.  If 
they  were  to  have  40  partizans  of  the 
landlords,  let  them  have  40  partizans  of 
the  tenants.  He  ventured  to  think  that 
out  of  the  70  or  80  men  the  Government 
had  appointed,  they  had  not  appointed 
more  than  a  dozen  who  represented  the 
tenants'  side  of  the  question ;  and  the 
moment  any  one  of  them  gave  a  de- 
cision against  the  landlord,  he  was 
instantly  dismissed  at  the  instance  of 
some  noble  Lord  in  "another  place." 
The  landlords  did  not  know  what  a  deep 
debt  of  gratitude  they  owed  to  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  University  of  Dublin  (Mr. 
Gibson).  He  ventured  to  think  that  by 
the  action  of  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  on  the  Land  Act  alone  he  had 
saved  the  landlords,  at  least,  £1,000,000 
a-year,  and  by  his  constant  and  untiring 
efforts  on  their  behalf  he  had  saved  them 
hundreds  and  thousands  of  pounds  in 
the  shape  of  an  adequate  reduction  of 
rents.  The  landlords  did  not  realize  the 
service   of  their  best  friends ;    but  the 
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unwearied  patience  of  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  on  their  behalf  had 
simply  astonished  him  (Mr.  Healy).  The 
tenants  had  arrayed  against  them  the 
Whigs  and  the  Tories  combined,  and, 
with  the  exception  of  a  dozen  or  a  score 
of  the  people's  advocates  in  that  House, 
there  was  no  one  to  present  their  cause  to 
the  country.  With  the  House  of  Lords 
closed  against  them  ;  with  all  the  entire 
hierarchy  opposed  to  them;  with  Earl 
Spencer  a  landlord,  Mr.  Vernon  a  land- 
lord, and  Mr.  Justice  O'Hagan  an  in- 
vertebrate Whig,  the  entire  body  of  the 
Land  Court  were  in  favour  of  the  land- 
lord and  against  the  tenant.  He  be- 
lieved the  Government  had  never  made 
a  greater  mistake  than  they  had  in  their 
conduct  in  regard  to  this  Commission. 
He  ventured  to  think  that,  before  many 
years  were  over,  the  whole  of  this  busi> 
ness  would  have  to  be  done  over  again. 
At  the  end  of  1 5  years  the  rents  fixed 
for  the  first  general  term  would  come 
to  a  close ;  but  he  was  of  opinion  that 
long  before  15  years  there  would  be  a 
revision  of  rents,  and,  if  that  were  so, 
the  landlords  would  only  have  them- 
selves to  thank  for  it.  They  had  ap- 
pointed a  set  of  gentlemen  upon  the 
Land  Commission,  in  whom  nobody  had 
confidence  except  the  landlords.  Eveiy 
man  who  had  evinced  a  disposition  to 
befriend  the  tenants  had  been  chassed, 
while  every  man  who  was  necessarily  a 
friend  of  the  landlords  had  been  con- 
tinued in  his  post.  At  the  present  mo- 
ment they  had  17,000  appeals  lodged 
for  hearing,  and  out  of  them  only  6,000 
had  been  disposed  of.  When  they  had 
only  been  able  to  dispose  of  6,000  ap- 
peals in  the  course  of  three  vears,  and 
when  they  had  11,000  left,  he  left  it  to 
the  calculations  of  any  statistician  in 
that  House  to  say  what  would  be  likely 
to  be  the  state  of  things.  Out  of  the  de- 
cisions which  as  yet  had  been  taken  to 
the  Caurt  of  Appeal,  how  many  had 
be«n  confirmed  before  Mr.  Justice 
O'Hagan  or  Mr.  Vernon  ?  About  one 
in  20.  How  many  were  altered  ?  All 
the  other  19.  And  how  were  they 
altered  ?  By  the  rents  being  raised  in 
almost  every  single  instance.  Landlord 
appeals  had  been  increased  by  the  sys- 
tem of  rent-raising'  initiated  by  Mr. 
Justice  O'Hagan.  When  an  appeal  was 
made,  in  almost  every  case  the  old  rent 
had  been  imposed.  The  real  rent  re- 
ducers, thereid  Sub-Commissioners,  were 
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fio  gentlemen  who  signed  tlie  "  No 
Rent"  Manifesto.  The  tenants  were 
buoyed  up  with  the  false  hope  of  their 
rent  beinp:  reduced  10,  15,  or  18  per 
cent ;  but  by  the  present  system  of  rent- 
raiaing  the  old  rent,  or  vc-ry  nearly  so, 
was  reverted  to  in  the  Appeal  Court. 
The  Prime  Minister  had  admitted  that 
he  would  run  the  Ijind  Act  ajjainst  the 
Land  League,  and  so  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  ran  the  Act  against  the  Land 
League.  The  bayonet,  false  alarm.«,  the 
gibbet,  the  cell,  and  exile  reduced  the 
Land  League  to  comparative  qniescence, 
and  from  that  moment  the  rent  regula- 
tion fell  from  28  to  24  per  cent,  until  at 
last  in  the  Appeal  Court  thtiy  were  left 
at  15  and  10,  and  even  5  percent.  In 
certain  instances,  as  he  had  noticed  the 
other  day,  they  had  stood  higher  than 
they  had  ever  been  before.  Landlords 
like  the  Marquess  of  Waterford  and 
Mr.  Blennerhassett,  the  Member  for 
Kerry,  had  sent  in  applications  to  have 
their  rents  raised.  He  should  like  to 
have  seen  them  send  in  such  applications 
when  the  "No  Rent"  Manifesto  was  in 
force.  These  things  would  not  have  been 
done  "in  the  brave  days  of  old."  The 
Government  Sub-Commissioners  would 
have  looked  twice  at  these  petty  little 
mountain  grazing  plots  before  they  at- 
tempted to  raise  the  rents  of  the  noble 
Marquess  (the  Marquess  of  Waterford). 
What  was  the  conclusion  drawn  from 
all  this  experience  ?  It  was  this.  As 
long  as  the  tenants  of  Ireland  de- 
pendeil  on  the  sense  of  justice  of  the  Bri- 
tish Government,  po  long  would  they  be 
baffled,  beaten,  and  defeated  ;  but  when- 
ever they  attempted  to  raise  an  agi- 
tation, whenever  they  showed  them- 
selves desperate  and  determined,  then, 
and  then  only,  would  their  claims  re- 
ceive attention. 

Colonel  O'BEIRNE  said,  the  Land 
Commission  arrangement  was  a  sham 
from  beginning  to  end,  the  supposed 
valuation  of  land  which  was  going  on 
being  a  pure  protenco.  It  could  not  be 
anything  else,  looking  at  the  work  the 
Commissioners  had  to  do,  therefore  this 
Vote  was  a  pure  waste  of  money.  Only 
the  other  day  he  saw  a  statement  in  a 
newspaper  to  the  effect  that  197  Irish 
estates  had  been,  in  one  place,  valued  in 
four  hours,  the  Commissioners  having 
had  a  drive  of  six  milps  out  and  six  miles 
back  again  for  the  purpose.  How  was 
it  possible  that  such  an  extent  of  land 
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could  be  valued  in  so  short  a  time  and 
under  such  circumstances  ?  It  was 
simply  impossible.  He  had  heard,  also, 
that  as  much  as  600  acres  of  grazing 
land  in  Tipperary  had  been  valued  in  a 
space  of  two  or  three  hours — nearlj-  a 
square  mile.  How  was  such  a  thing 
possible  ?  It  was  not  to  be  done — the 
whole  thing  was  the  merest  furce.  See- 
ing what  the  Jmlge  of  the  Appellate 
Court  had  beisn  able  to  say  before  the 
[louse  of  Lords  Committee,  he  (Colonel 
O'Boirne)  could  not  think  that  this  was 
a  Court  which  valued  land  ns  carefully 
as  it  should.  When  the  Prime  Minister 
was  introducing  his  Bill,  he  stated  that 
the  Court  which  was  to  fix  the  rents  was 
to  be  a  Judicial  Court;  but  that  state- 
ment had  not  been  verified.  They  knew 
what  had  happened  since  1881.  A  num- 
b(  r  of  Commissioners  had  been  ap- 
pcioted  for  political  reasons — it  was 
qrite  true,  as  the  hon.  Member  for 
Monaghan  (Mr.  Healy)  had  stated, 
that  this  was  much  more  of  a  Poli- 
ti  :al  Couit  than  a  Land  Court,  and  that 
"  Political  Court"  ought  to  bo  its  proper 
name.  He  piotcsted  most  emphatically 
again.stthis  wa«teof  money  ;  and,  if  any- 
one would  support  him  in  moving  a  re- 
duction of  the  Vote  by  iI5,0()0,  he  should 
only  be  too  happy  to  propose  it.  There 
was  one  observation  made  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Monaghan  with  regard  to 
the  Appellat"!  Court,  which  had  struck 
him  (Ciilonol  O'Beirue)  as  unfair.  The 
hon.  Member  had  said  the  Court  was 
more  an  institution  for  raising  rents 
than  anything  else ;  but  the  fact  was 
that  by  far  the  larger  proportion  of  the 
rents  suLimitteil  t'l  the  Ci'Urt  had  been 
confirmed  or  lon-ered.  That  was  the 
case  in  the  Province  of  Connaught,  at 
any  rate,  whatever  it  might  he  iu  the 
rest  of  Ireland.  He  had  it  from  per- 
sons connected  with  the  land  in  that 
Province.  He  did  not  wish  to  say  more 
on  the  subject  than  that — he  was  satis- 
fied with  entering  a  protest  against  what 
appeared  to  him  to  be  nothing  more  or 
less  than  a  sham. 

Mb.  lea  said,  he  did  not  how  far  it 
was  desirable  to  raise  a  di.«cu88ion  as  to 
the  working  of  the  Land  Commission  on 
this  Vote ;  but  his  object  in  rising  was 
to  take  exception  to  some  observations 
which  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  Member 
for  Monaghan  I'Mr.  Healy)  with  regard 
to  one  of  the  Sub-Commissioners,  Mr. 
M'Devitt.      He    did    not    know  much 
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about  the  working  of  the  Commiasion ; 
but  he  was  sure  that  Mr.  M'Devitt  was 
an  honest,  consoientious  man,  who  might 
be  depended  upon  to  do  his  best  as  be- 
tween landlord  and  tenant.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Monaghan  had  also  said 
that  the  House  of  Lords  had  been 
averse  to  the  Land  Act.  To  a  certain 
extent  he  (Mr.  Lea)  was  bound  to  agree 
with  the  hon.  Member,  because,  no 
doubt,  whilst  the  Act  was  passing 
through  the  House  of  I^rda  it  was 
altered  to  an  appreciable  extent ;  and, 
further,  there  could  be  no  question  that 
the  discussions  which  had  taken  place 
in  that  Chamber  from  time  to  time  had 
had  the  effect  of  intimidating  the  Land 
Commission.  He  had  been  sorry  to  see 
discussions  taking  place  in  this  House 
regarding  the  operations  of  the  Com- 
missioners. Mr.  Grey — to  whose  con- 
duct reference  had  several  times  been 
made  by  Questions  in  the  House — had 
been  dismissed  in  consequence  of  hia 
working  of  tho  Act  in  Donegal ;  and  the 
result  was  that  nothing  would  ever 
drive  out  of  the  minds  of  the  tenants 
that  Mr.  Grey  was  in  favour  of  them, 
and  that  he  had  been  sent  away  because 
his  decisions  had  been  favourable  to 
them.  They  would  never  be  able  to 
wean  the  tenants  from  the  belief  that 
Mr.  Grey  was  dismissed,  not  because  he 
was  less  capable  than  the  other  Com- 
missioners, but  because  he  was  supposed 
to  be  just  in  his  dealings  with  the  pea- 
santry. This  gentleman  had  been  en- 
gaged in  deciding  cases  in  the  West  of 
Donegal,  one  of  the  poorest  districts  in 
the  whole  of  Ireland.  Since  his  removal 
another  Commissioner  had  heard  cases 
there,  and  had  given  valuatiuns  of  a 
very  similar  kind  ;  and,  strange  to  eay, 
a  second  Commissioner  had  given  de- 
cisions there  of  a  somewhat  different 
character.  The  public  had  been  made 
acquainted  with  this  difference.  He 
did  not  know  under  what  procedure  it 
bad  taken  place ;  but,  of  course,  it  had 
given  rise  to  the  opinion  that  the  Chief 
CommiHsioners  had  been  influenced  not 
to  permit  gentlemen  of  Mr.  Grey's  views 
to  try  the  coses  of  tho  tenants.  He  (Mr. 
Lea)  could  not  believe  that  the  Chief 
Secretary  was  responsible ;  but  pro- 
bably the  right  hon.  Gentleman  dealt 
too  much  with  the  head  Commission,  in 
Dublin,  who  saw  the  Questions  put  to 
him  in  the  House  from  time  to  time, 
and  were,   to  a  certain  extent,  intimi- 
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dated.  He  believed  the  system  of  in- 
timidation had  done  very  much  to  pre- 
judice the  fair  working  of  the  Land 
Act. 

Mr.  DAWSON  wished  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  whether 
it  was  convenient  that  acting  land 
agents  like  Mr.  James  Green  Barry — 
the  land  agent  of  Lord  Emly — paid  as 
servants  by  landowners,  should  have  to 
do  with  the  consideration  of  tenants' 
applications?  Was  it  possible  that  men 
receiving  salaries  could  properly  sit  as 
Land  Commissioners  to  adjudicate  be- 
tween landlords  and  tenants?  He  mast 
press  for  an  answer  to  that,  because,  if 
the  facts  were  as  he  stated,  it  must  be 
apparent  to  the  Committee  that  no  sys- 
tem of  Land  Commi.ssion  carried  on  in 
such  a  way  could  have  the  confidence  of 
the  country.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
might  tell  him  that  Mr.  Barry  did  not  sit 
to  adjudicate  rents  in  the  district  in  whinh 
Lord  Emly  owned  land ;  but,  in  what- 
ever part  of  Ireland  he  sat,  unless  he 
(Mr.  Dawson)  was  misinformed,  he  was 
the  agent,  and  the  paid  agent,  of  Lord 
EiJily  and  other  landlords ;  and  it  was 
utterly  impossible  that  a  man  who  was 
receiving  a  portion  of  his  daily  bread — 
a  large  portion  of  his  daily  bread — from 
landlords  who  derived  their  livelihood 
from  largely- increased  rents,  could  do 
jtistice  when  he  came  to  adjudicate  on 
these  matters.  When  a  man  was  made 
a  Land  Commissioner,  he  ought  to  give 
up  other  occupations — certainly  those 
connected  with  land.  If  a  man  took  an 
ordinary  public  othco,  he  was  obliged  to 
give  up  other  occupations.  An  ordinary 
official  could  not  even  receive  a  salary 
from  the  Government,  and  come  here 
and  perform  tho  duties  of  a  legislator. 
The  two  things  were  incompatible ;  how, 
then,  could  a  man  receive  a  salary  from 
a  landlord,  and  then  go  and  adjudicato, 
as  a  servant  of  the  Government,  between 
landlords  and  tenants  ?  He  could  not 
do  it ;  the  position  of  such  a  mon  was 
absolutely  untenable.  If  he  were  as 
snow  or  ice,  he  could  not  escape  cv 
Inmny.  And  yet  the  hon.  Member  for 
Munnghan  (Mr.  Healy)  had  shown  that 
several  of  the  Commissioners  were  cir- 
cumstanced in  this  way.  Mr.  Vernon 
himself  was  agent  to  Lord  Pembroke 
— the  richly-paid  agent  of  the  largest 
landlord,  and  bound  to  him  by  more  or 
greater  monetary  ties  than  he  was  to 
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the  Land  Commission.  How  could  a 
man  like  this  adjudicate  fairly  between 
landlord  and  tenant,  when  his  first  duty, 
his  first  love,  was  to  the  landlords  who 
paid  him  ?  Would  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman answer  this  simple  question — was 
it  possible  that  paid  land  agents  could 
adjudicate  fairly  between  laudlords  and 
tenants  ? 

Mk.  TEEVELYAN:  Sir,  the  hon. 
Member  for  Monaghan  (Mr.  Ilealy)  has 
made  a  speech  to  which  I  listened  with 
interest  and  considerable  admiration  of 
the  great  fertility  of  criticism  which  it 
displayed  in  regard  to  gentlemen  who 
had  been  retained  us  Sub-Commissioners 
in  Ireland.  But  I  do  not  propose  to 
follow  the  hon.  Member  into  the  details 
of  Ilia  criticisms,  in  the  first  place,  be- 
cause I  consider  it  would  beextremely  un- 
fortunate that  we  sliould  discuss — at  any 
rate,  that  I  should  discuss — in  this  House 
the  fairness  or  unfairness  of  people  who 
hold  a  judicial  position.  It  was  another 
matter  when  there  were  70  or  80  gentle- 
men who  had  to  be  taken  out  of  the 
ranks  of  private  persons  in  Ireland,  and 

taken  on  very  short   notice  [Mr. 

Healy  :  Hear,  hear  !]  Obviously,  on 
very  short  notice.  How  could  it  be 
otherwise  when  70  or  80  men  had  to 
be  appointed  as  Judges  who  had 
never  oeen  Judges  before  ?  It  was 
very  possible  that  out  of  this  number 
— nay,  it  was  almost  certain — that  there 
must  be  many  who  would  not  possess  a 
judicial  temperament.  But  it  was  a 
very  different  matter  when,  after  two  or 
three  years'  experience,  three  gentlemen 
of  the  very  consideroble  qualities  of  the 
Land  Commisfnioners  in  Ireland,  having 
watched  the  proi^eedings  of  these  gentle- 
men, have  picked  out  fi-om  among  them, 
for  recommendation  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, those  whom  they  consider  to 
possess  judicial  faculties.  The  hon. 
Member  uses  the  word  "  dismissed  "  in 
connection  with  the  Sub-Commissioners, 
and  says  that  it  will  be  impossible  to 
invent  any  words  which  will  veil  the 
fact  that  the  60  or  so  gentlemen  whose 
appointments  had  been  discontinued 
were  practically  dismissed  and  discredited 
because  of  the  decisions  they  had  given. 
Sir,  the  position  of  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment was  this — the  work  which  this 
large  number  of  Sub-Commissioners 
was  appointed  to  perform  had  been 
nearly  accomplished.  It  was  absolutely 
necessary,   in   the    interests  of   public 


economy,  that  the  Commission  should 
be  largely  reduced  in  numbers — should, 
in  fact,  be  reduced  to  less  than  half  its 
size — and,  under  these  circumstances,  it 
was  absolutely  impossible  that  the  whole 
number  of  the  Sub-Commissioners  could 
be  retained.  It  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  select  from  the  total  number 
about  a  third.  That  is  the  state  of  the 
case,  and  I  think  that,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, I  have  been  quite  justified 
in  deprecating  the  use  of  the  word  "  dis- 
niissaj."  The  Chief  Commissioners  in- 
form me,  in  view  of  this  debate,  that 
what  has  most  struck  them,  in  the  enor- 
mous majority  of  the  di-icisions  that 
have  been  given  by  the  Sub-Commis- 
sioners, is  the  absence  of  any  trace  of 
partizanship  ;  and  they  are  very  anxious 
that  from  this  Bench,  at  any  rate,  there 
should  not  be  said  onedisparoging  word 
of  the  gentlemen  whose  appointments 
have  not  been  continued.  It  was  neces- 
sary that  out  of  a  large  number  a  few 
should  be  selected  ;  and  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, who  was  charged  with  the  func- 
tion of  making  the  selection,  made  it 
after  most  careful  consultation  with  the 
Commissioners,  and,  for  the  main  part, 
I  may  say  pretty  well  entirely  on  their 
advice.  Now,  perhaps  the  most  eloquent 
— certainly  the  most  pointed — sentence 
of  the  hon.  Member's  speech  was  that  in 
which  he  described  the  Land  Commis- 
sion. His  description  is  still  in  the 
memory  of  the  Committee,  or  of  such 
part  of  the  Committee  as  hoard  it; 
and  I  must  say  that  I  think  that,  pointed 
as  it  was,  the  hon.  Member  did  not  con- 
vince the  Committee  that  such  men  as 
Mr.  Litton,  Mr.  Vernon,  and  Mr.  Justice 
O'Hagan  can  be  called  a  Board  who 
are  in  the  interest  of  the  landlords  as 
against  the  tenants.  I  believe  these 
three  gentlemen  may  be  thoroughly 
trusted  to  make  suggestions  which  can 
be  relied  upon  by  the  Irish  Government ; 
and,  carefully  as  I  listened  to  the  criti- 
cism of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  I  cannot 
say  that  my  confidence  in  their  recom- 
mendations was  at  all  shaken.  I  will 
take,  for  instance,  the  case  of  Mr. 
M'Devitt,  who  was  referred  to  as  a  man 
whom  the  tenants  could  not  trust.  Now, 
Mr.  M'Devitt  was  a  gentleman  who  was 
thoroughly  conversant  with  the  Land 
Act  to  begin  with.  He  wrote  an  exposi- 
tion of  it  in  the  early  part  of  the  his- 
tory of  this  question  which,  in  a  very 
short  time,  ran  through  four  editions. 
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He  was  recommended  by  the  Bishop  of 
Bapboe. 

Me.  HEALY:  He  is  the  Bishop's 
brother. 

Mb.  TREVELYAN  :  No. 

Me.  HEALY :  Then  he  is  a  Bishop's 
brother. 

Mb.  TREVELYAN :  That  is  no  dis- 
quali6cation  for  the  Land  Commission. 
The  Bishop  said  that,  in  addition  to  his 
legal  qualification,  he  had  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  land  tenure  of  Ulster, 
and  possesses  one  quality  that  is  sure 
to  win  the  confidence  of  all 

Me.  HEALY  :  Why  do  not  you  send 
him  to  Ulster,  then  ? 

Me.  TREVELYAN:  Really,  I  must 
ask  to  be  permitted  to  go  through  my 
task  without  interruption.  The  Bishop 
said — 

"He  possesses  one  qnality  that  is  sure  to 
win  the  confidence  of  all — that  is,  scrupulous 
honesty  of  purpose.  From  what  I  know  of 
him,  I  believe  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  any- 
one who  would  take  greater  pains  to  discharge 
conscientiously  any  duty  entrusted  to  him." 

The  hon.  Member  for  Carlow  (Mr.  Datw- 
son)  objected  to  the  re- appointment  of 
Mr.  Barry,  and  described  him  as  a  pure 
landlord's  man,  who  could  not  be  trusted 
to  do  justice  between  landlord  and 
tenant. 

Me.  DAWSON:  I  beg  pardon.  I 
mentioned  his  as  a  typical  case,  de- 
scribing him  as  an  agent.  He  is  a  per- 
sonal friend  of  mine,  and  I  certainly 
was  not  objecting  to  him  as  an  indi- 
Tidual.  What  I  desired  to  point  out 
was,  that  a  land  agent,  whoever  he  may 
be,  is  hardly  the  person  calculated  to 
be  a  disinterested  adjuster  of  rents. 

Mb.  TREVELYAN  :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber states  it  as  a  fact  that  Mr.  Barry 
holds  an  appointment  as  land  agent.  I 
should  be  sorry  to  say,  in  the  face  of 
that,  that  Mr.  Barry  has  given  up  his 
agency ;  but  I  certainly  understood  that 
he  had. 

Me.  DAWSON :  I  am  under  correc- 
tion— I  may  be  wrong. 

Me.  TREVELYAN:  I  do  not  say 
that  this  gentleman  is  not  an  agent. 
The  subject  is  one  on  which  I  should 
like  to  inform  myself  before  making  a 
statement;  but  my  impression  is  cer- 
tainly not  the  same  as  that  of  the  hon. 
Member.  I  should  be  very  glad  to 
abandon  my  opinion  if  it  turns  out  that 
the  hon.  Member  is  right  and  I  am 
Wrong.     It  is  difficult  to  imagine  a  per- 
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son  who  has  a  more  intimate  knowledge 
of  matters  affecting  Irish  land  than  Mr. 
Barry.  So  far  back  as  1869  he  was  an 
advocate  of  the  reform  of  the  system  of 
land  tenure  as  it  then  existed  ;  and  I  am 
told  that  when  he  was  acting  as  land 
agent  the  property  under  his  manage- 
ment was  one  that  was  singularly,  if 
not  entirely,  free  from  eviction.  When 
I  consider  these  things,  and  when  I 
look  at  the  Gentlemen  who  recom- 
mended him — whether  they  are  Mem- 
bers of  Parliament  or  Members  of  the 
House  of  Lords — and  when  1  remember 
also  that  the  Archbinhop  of  Cashel, 
Dr.  Croke,  recommended  him,  I  must 
say  that  the  retention  of  Mr.  Barry  as  a 
Sub-Commissioner  can  in  no  sense  imply 
that  the  Land  Commissioners,  in  their 
recommendation,  or  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
in  his  acceptance  of  that  recommenda- 
tion, has  done  anything  which  ought  to 
induce  the  tenants  to  look  with  suspicion 
on  the  Sub-Commissioners.  Then,  as  to 
Mr.  Vernon  himself,  whom  the  hon. 
Member  describes  as  a  land  agent,  it  is 
very  true  that  he  is  still  an  agent,  but 
he  is  the  agent  of  Lord  Pembroke,  and 
the  property  with  which  he  has  to  do  is 
in  the  nature  of  ground  rents.  I  do  not 
know  that  it  would  be  too  much  to  say 
that  Lord  Pembroke  had  no  agricultural 
tenants  on  the  property  over  which  Mr. 
Vernon  is  agent ;  but,  as  a  broad  asser- 
tion, it  may  be  stated  that  Mr.  Vernon, 
when  appointed  as  Land  Commissioner, 
gave  up  the  agricultural  agency  of  the 
Marquess  of  Bath,  and,  I  believe,  several 
other  agencies.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Monaghan  (Mr.  Healy)  remarked  that 
the  noble  Lords  have  very  great  advan- 
tages for  starting  questions  connected 
with  the  Land  Commission.  Now,  with 
that  part  of  his  speech  I  must  own  I 
have  sympathy.  I  do  not  quite  know 
what  one  may  say  about  what  passes  in 
"another  place."  Remarks  are  made  in 
"  another  place  "  as  to  what  passes  here 
with  very  great  freedom ;  but  we,  I 
suppose,  are  bound  by  much  stricter 
Rules  than  prevail  there.  In  so  far  as 
advantage  has  been  taken  of  facilities 
afforded  for  debate  in  "  another  place  " 
for  throwing  discredit  upon  the  Sub- 
Commissioners,  who  are,  as  I  think, 
doing  their  duty  in  Ireland,  it  has  been 
excessive  and  very  unfortunate.  Noble 
Lords  have  taken  advantage  of  their 
privileges  much  too  frequently,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  their  conduct  in  that 
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respect  has  bad  a  disturbing  influence, 
80  far  as  it  has  gone,  upon  the  minds  of 
the  Sub-Cuminissiuners.  It  is  because 
I  do  not  wish  to  lay  myself  open  to 
similar  charges  that  1  do  not  propose  to 
speak  in  detail  of  the  Siib-Commissionera 
who  have  been  re-appointed.  I  conceive 
that  th(<  effect  of  a  hot  discussion  on  the 
proclivities  of  any  given  Judge  has  al- 
ways a  tendency — human  nature  being 
the  Aianie  on  the  Bench  as  off  it — to  dis- 
turb the  balance  of  that  Judge's  mind. 
But  the  hon.  Member  says  that  those 
Sub-Commissioners  who  have  been  at- 
tacked ill  the  House  of  Lords  Iiave  been 
removed.  Well,  Sir,  on  that  point,  again, 
I  do  not  wish  to  enter ;  but  this  I  will 
say — that  if  all  the  Sub-Commissioners 
who  have  been  attacked  in  this  Ilouse 
and  in  the  House  of  Lords,  from  one 
side  or  the  other,  had  been  removed,  we 
should  have  had  no  iSub-Commissioners 
at  all.  [Mr.  Healy:  Oh,  oh!]  Yea; 
I  think  that  is  hardly  too  broad  an  as- 
sertion to  make.  During  the  past  year, 
no  doubt,  owing  to  my  earnest  expostu- 
lations, there  has  been  a  happy  suspen- 
sion of  those  attacks  on  the  Sub-Com- 
missioners, which  used  to  be  made  fi'om 
more  than  one  quarter  in  this  House  at 
Question  time.  Months  and  months  may 
be  said  to  have  passed  with  scarcely  a 
complaint  of  the  conduct  of  the  Sub- 
Oommissioners ;  but  it  was  not  so  in  the 
early  days  of  the  Commission.  Then, 
scarcely  a  day  passed  without  some  re- 
monstrance as  to  the  course  taken  by 
these  officials.  The  hon.  Member  made 
some  remarks,  which,  I  must  say,  did  not 
meet  with  the  general  approbation  of 
the  Committee,  as  to  the  Appeal  Court. 
I  do  not  refer  to  his  remarks  as  to  the 
number  of  appeals.  That  is  a  matter  of 
statistics,  and  has  attracted  the  observa- 
tion of  everyone  interested  in  Ireland. 
The  number  is  to  be  regretted,  and  it 
would  have  gratified  the  Government 
very  much  if  they  had  been  able  to  es- 
tablish two  Courts  to  get  on  with  the 
appeals  moi-e  quickly  than  tlioy  have 
been  doing.  But,  when  you  pass  on  to 
the  procedure  of  the  Court  and  the  cha- 
racter of  its  decisions,  I  do  not  think  the 
hon.  Member  at  all  carried  with  him 
the  unanimous  adhesion  of  the  Com- 
mittee. Ho  described  the  Appeal  Court 
as  a  "  rent-raising"  Couit.  lie  stated 
that  in  one  case  out  of  20  the  rent  re- 
mained as  it  was,  and  that  in  19  cases 
out  of  20  they  were  altered.     Well,  on 


that  point  I  have  not  by  me  accurate 
statistics  ;  but,  as  it  is  a  question  of 
assertion  against  assertion,  I  would 
venture  to  say  that  he  has  been  mishd, 
and  greatly  mi.sh'd,  by  the  feelings  with 
which  he  regards  the  decisions  of  the 
Appeal  Court.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
Court  is  far  from  being  a  rent-raising 
Court.  The  amount  to  which  it  has 
raisnd  rents  is  quite  as  likely  to  be 
counted  by  hundreds  as  by  tens  of  thou- 
sands. Taking  Ireland  through,  I  think 
that,  so  far  from  19  rents  out  of  20  hav- 
ing been  altered,  it  will  be  found  that 
decidedly  those  which  have  been  con- 
firmed are  a  largo  proportion  of  the 
total  number  of  cases.  On  that  point, 
however,  I  speak  more  from  general  ob- 
servation than  from  statistics.  I  will 
try  and  ascertain  exactly  how  the  case 
stands;  but  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that 
the  sweeping  condemnation  the  hon. 
Member  passed  on  the  Appeal  Court 
was  one  which  did  not  meet  with  the 
adhesion  of  the  Committee.  The  hon. 
MeiuVjer  speaks  of  the  real  effective 
Land  Commission  being  the  body  which 
issued  the  "  No  Ront  "  Manifesto.  He 
says  that  Manifesto  had  great  influence; 
that  soon  alter  its  issue  large  reductions 
were  made,  ami  that  the  reductions  have 
now  come  down  to  a  very  small  figure. 
Sir,  it  is  quite  true  that  during  the  very 
tirst  mouths  the  reductions  were  dis- 
tinctly larger  than  they  have  been  at 
any  other  period ;  but  I  believe  the 
reason  of  that  was  a  very  simple  one — 
namely,  that  the  worst  cases,  to  a  very 
large  extent,  came  into  Court  first. 
There  was  a  fall  very  soon,  but  that  fall, 
after  the  very  first  period,  has  been  ex- 
tremely slow ;  and  I  have  no  reason  to 
think  that  at  this  moment  there  is  any 
tall  at  all.  I  believe  that  at  present  the 
reductions  of  rent  are  on  an  average  of 
18  or  19  per  cent,  and  that  is  very  little 
below  the  figure  at  which  they  have 
stood  during  almost  all  the  period  the 
Sub-Commissioners  have  been  sitting, 
with  the  exception  of  the  very  first  months. 
The  hon.  Member  says  that  certain  noble- 
men and  gentlemen  have  lately  contrived 
to  get  their  rents  raised.  Well,  I  must 
say  that  considering  the  enormous  nura- 
bor  of  oases  that  have  been  brought  into 
Court.,  and  considering  that  on  some 
estates  in  Ireland  the  tenants  were  very 
lightly  rented,  that  it  would  be  a  very 
serious  imputation  against  the  Sub-Com- 
miusioucrs  if  the  rents  were  nut  ocGiision- 
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ally  raised.  I  think  tbat  to  make  a 
general  observation  to  the  effect  that 
rents  have  been  raised,  and  that,  there- 
fore, the  decisions  have  been  unjujat,  is 
to  make  a  charge  against  a  Judicial 
Body  which  should  not  be  made.  The 
hoD.  Member  says  that  in  these  matters 
I  am  in  the  hands  of  first  class  clerks 
who  are  paid  £750  a-year.  In  this  case, 
at  any  rate,  it  is  not  so.  I  do  not  deny 
that  I  am  in  the  hands  of  certain  gen- 
tlemen who  understand  these  mattei-s 
better  than  I  do  ;  but  they  are  not  first 
class  clerks  with  salaries  of  £750  a-year 
— they  are  the  Land  Commissioners  who 
are  paid  £3,000  a-year.  I  trust  to  these 
gentlemen,  and  if  it  be  possible  to  get 
three  persons  who  represent  the  average 
opinion  and  (he  average  judgment  of 
Ireland  as  between  landlord  and  tenant, 
they  are  the  persons,  and  it  is  upon  their 
recommendation  that  tlie  appointments 
have  been  made.  There  is  not  one  ap- 
pointment with  regard  to  which  our 
hands  have  been  forced.  The  original 
recommendations  may  have  been  modi- 
fied— no  doubt  they  have  been  modified 
by  discussion — but  the  10  or  15  gentle- 
men who  have  been  selected  out  of  the 
oniiro  body  of  Sub-Commissioners  are 
those  who  have  acquired  the  confidence 
of  the  three  Land  Commissioners.  The 
Hon.  Member  says  that  the  Act  of  1881 
was  passed  in  order  to  pacify  Ireland, 
and  he  asks  mo  whether  I  think  that  it 
has  done  so.  I  do  not  know,  but  at  any 
rate  I  should  be  right  in  saying  this — 
that  the  work  which  has  been  done  by 
the  Land  Commission  is  a  gigantic  work. 
It  has  been  probably  in  amount  in  ex- 
cess of  that  which  was  expected  even  by 
those  who  took  a  favourable  view  of  the 
operations  that  might  be  anticipated 
from  the  Laud  Commission.  In  the 
course  of  two  years  no  less  than  105,000 
oases  of  fair  rents  have  been  disposed  of. 
Some  74,000  have  been  actually  fijted, 
and  70,000  agreements  have  been  ar- 
rived at  under  the  auspices  of  the  Court 
— that  was  to  say,  that  in  1 44,000  cases  a 
lease  of  15  years  and  a  judicial  rent  has 
been  given  to  the  tenants,  with  a  reduc- 
tion on  the  previous  rents  of  £540,000 
a-year.  That  represents  only  the  direct 
work  of  the  Commissioners.  The  in- 
direct work  is  recorded  nowhere  except 
in  the  rent  books  of  the  various  estates 
where  arrangements  have  been  made 
between  landlord  and  tenant  under  the 
knowledge  that,  if  arrangements  are  not 
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made  in  an  amicable  manner,  they  must 
be  made  under  litigation.  The  Land 
Act  has  proved  so  far  a  real  land  settle- 
ment for  Ireland.  If  that  be  so — and  I 
believe  it  is — the  effect  which  it  must 
have  on  the  country  will  be  a  pacifying 
effect.  I  do  not  know  what  result  it 
may  have  upon  the  political  movement 
in  which  the  hon.  Member  and  his 
friends  take  so  much  interest ;  but  I 
know  that  the  Irish  tenant  farmers  now 
entertain  a  sense  of  security  such  as 
they  have  ardently  wished  to  enjoy,  and 
such  as  they  have  never  enjoyed  before, 
and  that,  at  the  same  time,  even  on  the 
very  worst  estates  in  Ireland,  they  have 
been  able  to  obtain  that  reduction  of 
rent  which  the  English  and  Scotch 
tenants  have  obtained  by  economical 
causes.  These  are  propositions  which, 
can  hardly  be  denied.  As  I  have 
before  stated,  I  am  unwilling  to  enter 
into  any  discussion  on  the  personal 
merits  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  been 
selected  for  appointment ;  but  I  believe 
thi-y  represent  the  result  of  the  most 
careful  observation  on  the  part  of  the 
Land  Commis^^ioners  during  the  last  two 
years,  and  I  am  certain  that  the  Com- 
missioners themselves,  who  have  been 
the  advisers  of  the  Government  in  this 
matter,  have  been  actuated  alone  by  the 
love  of  justice  towards  Ireland. 

Ma.  (ilBSoN  said,  that  this  Motion 
was  one  of  such  extreme  importance  that 
he  did  not  like  to  allow  the  opportunity 
to  pass  without  making  a  few  brief  ob- 
servations  upon  it.  The  Land  Act  was 
now  the  law  of  the  land,  and  the  posi* 
tiou  which  he  had  always  taken  up  in 
reference  to  it  had  been  uniform  and 
consistent — namely,  that  since  it  had 
been  placed  on  the  Statute  Book  it  was 
entitled  to  be  regarded  fairly  and  reason- 
ably by  all  members  of  the  community, 
and  that  it  was  bound  to  be  administered 
by  those  who  were  responsible  for  its 
administration  impartially,  temperately, 
and  fairly,  not  in  the  interest  of  one 
class,  but  in  the  legitimate  interests  of 
all  parties  concerned.  He  had  never 
swerved  from  that  attitude  towards  the 
Land  Act  since  it  became  law,  and  it  was 
not  his  intention  to  do  so  now.  But  be 
thought  it  should  not  be  open  to  objec- 
tion if  he  were  to  point  out  where  the 
administration  of  the  Act  had  failed  to 
substantiate  the  statements  of  its  authors. 
When  it  was  passing  through  Parlia- 
ment, they  were  told  it  would  only  apply 
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to  exceptional,  few,  and  rare  oases  in 
Ireland  ;  tbat  waa  stated  in  speech  after 
speech  by  right  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the 
Treasury  Bench  ;  but,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  they  found  that  the  Act  had  been 
applied  to  almost  all  classes  of  estates 
in  Ireland ;  that  no  class  of  property 
and  no  class  of  rent  had  been  in  the 
slightest  degree  exempt  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Act.  They  had  been  told 
over  and  over  again  by  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter and  others  that  the  old  properties 
were  safe,  and  that  it  was  nnly  the  new 
proprietors  who  had  abused  their  rights 
who  would  be  called  into  question  under 
this  Act.  But  that  was  nut  their  ex- 
perience of  its  administration.  Some 
old  proprietors  had  been  brought  into 
the  Land  Court,  and  they  could  un- 
doubtedly point  to  substantial  reduc- 
tions made  in  their  rentals.  It  would 
appear,  without  going  into  details,  that 
those  who  had  been  rack-renters  got  off 
best,  and  that  the  man  who  had  not 
raised  his  rents  at  all,  inasmuch  as  it 
was  thought  wise  and  politic  to  have 
reductions,  had  his  rent  reduced  ;  and 
if  a  man  had  raised  his  rent  to  a  rack- 
renting  level,  his  rents  were,  of  course, 
reduced  too,  but  rarely  had  he  been  re- 
duced below  the  level  from  which  he  had 
succeeded  in  raising  them  for  himself. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Donegal  (Mr.  Lea) 
had  mentioned  what  was  at  that  moment 
a  rather  prevalent  theory  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House.  The  hon.  Member 
had  had  a  fling  at  the  action  of  the 
House  of  Lords.  He  did  so  most  tem- 
perately, as  if  he  were  not  standing  upon 
strong  ground ;  he  alluded  to  the 
changes  made  in  the  Act  when  it  was 
passing  through  the  other  House  of 
Parliament.  He  need  not  go  into  the 
details  of  those  changes ;  but  he  pre- 
sumed that  the  hon.  Member  had  some 
belief  iu  Earl  Granville  and  in  Lord 
Carlingford.  Now,  those  eminent  states- 
men bad  pointed  out  that  when  the 
Land  Bill  was  emerging  from  the  House 
of  Lords,  it  was  emerging  with  distinct 
impi-ovements  effected  by  the  changes 
made  in  it  by  the  other  House.  That 
703  the  statement  made  by  responsible 
Members  of  the  Oovernmout  with  refer- 
ence to  the  few  and  limited  alterations 
to  which  the  House  of  Lords  had  sub- 
jected the  measure.  If  the  Prime 
Minister,  in  the  progress  uf  the  discus- 
sion on  the  Lfiiiil  .\(t,  with  his  boundless 
resources  of  language  aud  his  abeolutoly 


illimitable  ingenuity,  had  foreshadowed 
what  would  be  its  actual  working,  aa 
they  now  knew  it  by  experience,  he  hod 
a  strong  suspicion  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  have  had  considerable 
difficulty  in  making  a  statement  which 
would  be  acceptable  to  the  House.  With 
respect  to  the  gentlemen  who  had  been 
appointed  as  Sub-Commissioners — a  very 
important  and  serious  appointment — he 
was  bound  to  say  that  the  system  of  hav- 
ing temporary  Judges  without  stability 
in  their  appointments,  and  without  any 
guarantee  whatever  for  their  independ- 
ence, appeared  to  him  to  be  radically  un- 
sound. It  was,  in  his  opinion,  quite  ab- 
surd to  have  men,  invested  with  the  most 
tremendous  judicial  discretion,  hanging 
upon  the  breath  of  the  Government  for 
the  bread  they  ate  day  by  day  and  month 
by  month  ;  and  it  was  a  perfect  miracle 
to  him  tbat  the  administration  of  the 
Act  had  not  utterly  broken  down  under 
the  logic  of  facts.  He  declined  to  go  in 
detail  into  the  very  disagreeable  task  of 
canvassing  the  particular  merits  of  the 
Sub-Commissioners.  He  presumed  that 
the  Government  had  proceeded  upoa 
some  system  of  selection,  and  that  tbey 
had  acted,  as  had  been  stated  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  (Mr. 
Trevelyan),  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  Land  Commissioners.  If  that  were 
so,  he  8upp')8ed  they  had  tried  to  dis- 
charge this  most  difficult  and  delicate 
function  in  the  best  way  they  could.  Ho 
did  not  mean  to  say  that  if  other  people 
had  had  the  selection  of  these  gentle- 
men, that  the  very  same  names  would 
have  been  found  on  the  list.  But  he 
declined  to  go  into  that  question.  He 
had  now  come  to  that  point  of  experience 
with  regard  to  the  Land  Act  that  he  pre- 
ferred not  to  indulge  in  prophecy,  but  to 
wait  for  further  experience  of  its  opera- 
tion. He  found  that  some  of  those  Sub- 
Commissioners,  whom  he  believed  would 
turn  out  fairly  good,  had  not  come  up  to 
that  very  moderate  expectation,  and  that 
those  from  whom  he  expected  nothing 
had  not  proved  to  be  quite  so  deficient. 
No  one  could  say  that  he  wa.s  using  the 
binguage  of  exaggeration.  He  had  not 
used  wordsof  greateulogy  on  the  one  side 
or  severe  condemnation  on  the  other — he 
simply  said  he  had  been  somewhat  dis- 
appointed  in  the  expectations  he  had 
formed.  He  did  not  like  to  ask  any 
questions  on  one  subject  of  the  right 
liou.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
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the  Lord  Ldeutenant  of  Ireland.  It 
seemed  to  him,  however,  that  Lord 
Monck  occupied  a  very  curious  position  ; 
and  he  inferred  from  the  fact  that  a  Bill 
was  to  be  introduced  that  ho  waa  within 
the  last  days  of  his  judicial  cereer.  He 
did  not  know  the  position  in  reference 
to  tlie  new  Bill  for  the  appointment  of  a 
newLandCommissioner;  buthes'ipposod 
that  some  information  on  that  s\il)ject 
would  one  day  be  forthcoming.  He  did 
not  like  to  go  beyond  negatives  on  thnt 
occasion  ;  but  he  supposed  they  would 
be  told  in  due  time  who  was  the  remark- 
able person  pointed  nt.  He  should  bf 
glad  to  know  when  they  might  look  for 
a  reduction  of  the  enormous  expense  of 
the  administration  of  the  Land  Com- 
mission. He  had  always  understood  that 
there  would,  in  a  year  or  two,  bo  a  con- 
siderable reduction  of  expense,  and  that 
at  the  end  of  seven  yi^ara  there  would  be* 
a  still  further  reduction,  and  that  it 
might  be  assumed  that  then  the  matter 
would  settle  down  to  something  like  a 
normal  state.  There  was  one  figure 
quoted  by  the  right  hon.  Gontleinan 
which  ought  not  to  be  forgotten.  It 
was  stated  that  the  Land  Act  had  done 
very  little ;  butit  hadhadone  tremendous 
effect — namely,  that  of  reducing  tho 
rents  by  over  £.500,000  a-year.  That 
waa  a  great  fact  which  should  not  be 
forgotten  in  considering  this  question. 
The  right  hon.  Ceutleman  had  mentioned 
•^he  did  not  know  whether  he  intendeii 
to  make  any  charge  against  the  Irish 
landlord.^ — that  the  English  tenaots  had 
gained  their  reduction  of  rents  by  tho 
operation  of  economic  laws ;  and  he 
seemed  to  point  out  that  the  Irish  tenants 
were  gaining  a  similar  reduction  by  the 
operation  of  the  Land  Act.  But  he 
(Mr.  Gibson)  would  make  this  remark — 
thattheEnglish  tenants  had  gained  a  re- 
duction of  rent  by  the  application  of 
economic  laws  which  could  not  be  re- 
sisted or  controlled,  while  the  Irish  land- 
lords had  had  to  submit  to  a  reduction 
by  putting  aside  economic  laws.  There 
had  been  in  England  nothing  like  the 
demand  for  land  which  existed  in  Ire- 
land ;  the  Irish  landlords,  therefore,  were 
compelled  to  submit  to  the  reduction, 
of  their  rents  in  the  face  of  that  de- 
mand, whereas  the  question  of  rent  in 
England  had  been  simjily  settled  by  the 
operation  of  the  law  of  supply  and  de- 
mand. At  that  period  of  the  Session 
he  did  not  propose  to  discuss  the  Bent 
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Purchase  Clauses,  which  were,  of  course, 
a  very  tempting  subject ;  but  he  was 
bound  to  say  that  the  Bill  dealing  with 
those  clauses  might,  as  to  several  of  ita 
clauses  at  lonat,  very  well  have  been 
kept  alive.  Upon  that  subject  there 
was  no  considerable  difference  of 
opinion  ;  and  while  he  believed  that  the 
Guarantee  Clause  had  not  many  friends 
in  any  part  of  the  House,  he  thought 
there  was  a  substantial  agreement  of 
(ijiinion  upon  other  parts  of  the  Bill. 
He  thought  it  was  a  matter  for  regret 
that  some  efforts  had  not  been  made  to 
got  rid  of  the  controversial  matter,  and 
to  adhere  to  those  parts  of  the  measure 
in  regard  to  which  but  little  controversy- 
was  likely  to  arise.  If  the  Guarantee 
(.'latise  had  been  dropped,  no  doubt  many 
other  things  might  have  gone  with  it; 
but  there  were  other  portions  of  the  Bill 
which  might  have  done  something  sub- 
stantial to  remove  friction  in  the  work- 
ing of  the  Purchase  Clauses  of  the  Land 
Act,  and  which  might  have  tended  to 
modify  the  present  deadlock  in  the  land 
market.  Even  at  that  late  period  of  the 
Session  he  should  be  glad  to  welcome 
any  effort  that  could  be  made,  or  any 
suggestion  that  could  be  offered,  for  the 
removal,  ortho  modibcation  at  all  events, 
of  the  present  dead-hick  in  the  Irish  land 
market,  which  everyone  must  J(.<pIore, 
and  the  modilication  or  removal  of  which 
would  be  well  worth  a  substantial  ex- 
pwiiliture  of  Imperial  funds. 

Mr.  SYN.4N  said,  there  were  some 
obsovvations  in  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  who  had 
ju.st  sat  down  to  which  ho  desired  to  re- 
jily  briefly.  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  had  told  them  that  tho  Prime 
Mini.ster,  when  he  introduced  the  Bill, 
had  held  out  a  promise  which  induced 
the  House  to  pass  that  measure,  and 
that  that  promise  had  never  been  ful- 
filled. But  there  was  nothing  very  ex- 
traordinary in  that.  It  was  the  business 
of  eveiyone  who  introduced  a  Bill  to  the 
House  of  Commons  to  hold  out  hopes 
that  the  Bill  would  not  be  so  bad  as  cer- 
tain persons  thought  it  would  be ;  and 
the  Prime  Minister  had,  in  order  to 
tempt  the  Irish  landlord  to  swallow  the 
pill,  to  make  certain  promises  which 
had  not  been  realized,  and  which  could 
not  be  realized.  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  had  told  the  Com- 
mittee that  thereduction  of  rents,  brought 
about  as  between  England  and  Ireland, 
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had  been  effected  by  different  means. 
The  argumeut  of  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  was  that  the  demand 
for  land  in  Ireland  was  so  much  greater 
than  in  England.  But  that  was  the 
argument  ou  which  the  Land  Act  of 
1870  was  founded,  and  on  which  thi' 
Act  of  1881  was  also  founded;  it  was 
that  the  demand  for  land  had  raised  the 
rent  above  its  ordinary  price  and  pro- 
duced rank-rentals.  Tlio  consequence 
was  that  the  Irish  landlords  had  had  to 
yield  to  Acts  of  Parliament  when  thej' 
would  not  yield  to  tlie  furce  of  economic 
laws.  Then  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  had  gone  into  the  question 
of  property,  and  had  concluded  his  re- 
marks upon  that  subject  by  saying  that 
he  would  not  prophesy  ;  he  had,  in  fact, 
adopted  the  maxim — "  Do  not  prophesy 
before  you  know."  That  was  the  prin- 
ciple upon  which  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  acted,  and  he  had 
very  prudently  done  so  on  the  presr-nt 
occaBion.  Then  he  said  that  £500,000 
a-year  of  reduction  in  Irish  rents  had 
been  made  ;  but  he  did  not  tell  the  Com- 
mittee what  proportion  that  amount 
bore  to  the  amount  of  the  reduction  of 
rents  in  England,  and  whether  that  pro- 
portion was  more  or  less  than  the  pro- 
portion which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant of  Ireland  stated  had  been  brought 
about  by  economic  laws  in  England  ;  so 
that  he  thought  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  had  left  that  part  of 
the  case  in  the  same  position  in  which 
he  found  it.  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  had  addressed  himself  to  the 
Motion  before  the  House  in  a  general 
sense  ;  and  he  did  not  think  ho  had  pro- 
duced the  case  of  any  landlord  to  show 
that  the  landlords  had  been  greatly  in- 
jured. But  he  had  not  said  one  word 
as  to  whether  the  tenants  had  been  in- 
jured, or  whether  they  were  satisfied 
with  the  working  of  the  Act.  Now,  that 
brought  him  to  the  statement — perhaps 
the  cardinal  statement  made  that  even- 
ing by  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland — that  the  Land 
Commission  was  a  representative  body 
of  the  tenants  of  Ireland,  as  well  as 
of  the  landlords  of  Ireland.  But  where, 
be  asked,  did  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
discover  that  ?  Would  he  give  the  Com- 
mittee the  name  of  one  Land  Commis- 
sioner who  was  the  representative  of 
the  tenants  of  Ireland  ?    There  was  the 


first  Commissionor,  whom  he  knew  to 
be  a  distinguished  man  in  every  sense, 
as  a  lawyer,  a  man  uf  letters,  and,  as 
the  hon.  Member  for  Monaghan  (Mr. 
Healy)  had  called  him,  a  poet.  He 
did  not  wish  to  say  one  word  derogatory 
of  that  gentleman ;  but  he  himself  had 
stated  that  he  did  not  know  much  about 
the  value  of  land  in  Ireland,  and  that 
he  was  simply  the  administrator  of  the 
law ;  he  knew  nothing  as  to  whether 
rents  ought  to  be  raised  or  reduced  ;  all 
he  had  to  do  was  to  consider  the  evi- 
dence laid  before  him.  But  he  was 
bound  to  e.xpress  the  opinion  in  his  be- 
half that  his  sympathies  were  as  much 
for  the  tenants  as  for  the  landlords; 
and  that  whon  he  (5Ir.  Synan)  was  per- 
sonally acquainted  with  him,  that,  per- 
haps, they  were  more  with  the  tenants 
than  with  the  landlords.  But  how 
could  anyone  in  the  position  which  he 
now  occupied  bf  said  to  be  a  represen- 
tative of  the  tenants  ?  Surely  that  could 
not  be  maintained,  because  he  was  a 
Judge  to  administer  the  law,  and  he 
would  perform  his  office  without  sym- 
pathy either  for  one  class  or  the  other, 
simply  carrying  out  the  law  upon  the 
evidence  before  him.  The  second  Com- 
missioner was  a  lawyer,  a  mediocre 
lawyer,  bearing  no  proportion  in  respect 
of  abilities  or  attainments  to  those  ex- 
hibited by  the  Chief  Commissioner. 
Could  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  tell  the  Committee  that  he 
was  a  representative  of  the  tenants  of 
Ireland  ?  This  gentleman  sprung  from 
the  landlords.  He  did  not  Know  whe- 
ther his  sympathies  were  with  the  land- 
lords or  with  the  tenants ;  but  ho  had 
spent  a  few  months  in  that  House,  and 
certainly  had  shown  himself  to  be  con- 
versant with  the  Act  of  1881.  But  what 
evidence  had  he  given  in  that  House, 
or  what  evidence  had  he  given  since  his 
appointment,  of  his  being  the  represen- 
tative of  the  tenants  of  Ireland  ?  Surely, 
then,  it  was  absurd  to  say  that  either 
the  first  or  second  Commissioners  were 
representatives  of  the  Irish  tenants. 
Now  with  regard  to  the  third  Commis- 
sioner. He  had  been  an  agent  for  the 
collection  of  ground  rents ;  there  was  a 
good  deal  of  agricultural  land  in  his  dis- 
trict ;  but,  surely,  from  his  whole  life 
and  associations,  Mr.  Vernon  must  be 
rather  a  representative  of  the  land- 
lords than   of   the  tenonta  of  Ireland. 
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Indeed,  when  there  was  a  difference 
of  opinion  between  the  Commissioners, 
he  had  almost  always  eided  with  the 
landlords  as  against  the  tenants,  and  lie 
had  succeeded  to  this  extent — that  he 
always  managed  to  get  the  Court  of 
Appeal  to  docido  in  his  favour.  Now, 
he  had  gone  through  the  qualifications 
of  the  Commissioners  one  hy  one,  and 
he  trusted  that  he  should  never  hear 
again  that  they  constituted  a  Body  re- 
presentative of  the  tenants  of  Ireland. 
What  was  the  opinion  of  the  tenants 
thomselves?  Did  they  think  that  the 
Land  Commission  was  representative  of 
their  interests  ?  He  was  not  going 
into  any  cases ;  but  ho  could  say  that 
the  Irish  tenants  certainly  did  not  re- 
gard the  Land  Commission  in  that  light. 
And  now  he  came  to  the  question  of 
appeal,  on  which  subject  he  could  not 
go  to  the  same  length  as  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Monaghan  (Mr.  Healy) 
had  gone.  He  said  that  the  rents  in 
one  case  out  of  20  had  been  left  the 
same  as  before  they  came  into  Court. 
Now,  so  far  as  his  (Mr.  Synan's)  expe- 
rience and  knowledge  of  the  matters 
published  to  Members  of  the  House,  and 
which  he  had  seen  in  the  newspapers, 
went,  the  Commission,  unless  where  over- 
ruled by  the  third  Member  of  the  Com- 
mission, who  was  a  landlord  Commis- 
sioner, generally  adopted  the  decision  of 
the  Sub-Commissioners;  but  that  did  not 
prove  that  the  Sub-Commiasioners  were 
right.  He  had  a  word  or  two  to  say  to 
the  Committee  as  to  what  the  tenants  of 
Ireland  thought  upon  this  question. 
Let  him  allude  to  what  had  been  stated 
by  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  the  University  of  Dub- 
lin (Mr.  Gibson).  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Qootleman  had  stated — and  he 
(Mr.  Synan)  was  astonished  to  heai' 
him — that  the  House  of  Lords  improved 
the  Bill  of  1881.  He  (Mr.  Synan) 
thought  he  knew  something  about  the 
Bill,  and  also  about  the  Bill  of  1870. 
Who  destroyed  the  Improvement  Clause 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Munaghan  (Mr.  Healy),  the  very  thing 
that  the  tenants  of  Ireland  complained 
abimt,  the  very  thing  that  constituted 
the  grievance  of  the  tenants  ?  Who  de- 
stroyed the  effect  of  the  clause  suggested 
by  his  hon.  Friend  but  the  House  of 
Lords  ?  That  was  certainly  an  improve- 
ment of  the  Bill  in  a  wrong  direc- 
tioa  ;  and  Lf  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
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Gentleman  meant  that,  be  (Mr.  Synan) 
agreed  with  him ;  but  if  he  meant  to 
say  that  they  improved  the  Bill  in  the 
tenants'  direction,  surely  the  proof  was 
palpable  that  the  tenants  of  Ireland  had 
lost  all  con6dence  in  the  Bill  and  the 
administration  of  the  Bill  since  the  de- 
cision of  the  Court  of  Appeal  in  the  case 
of  "Adams  t.  Dunseath,"  upon  the 
Improvement  Clause  of  the  Act  of  1881, 
which  Improvement  Clause  waa  the  act 
of  "  another  place."  Well,  now  he 
came  to  the  general  question  as  to  the 
action  of  the  Sub-Commissions.  He 
did  not  propose  to  go  into  the  individual 
merits  of  the  Members  of  the  Sub-Com- 
missions ;  beyond  the  legal  Members  of 
the  Sub-Commissions  he  knew  nothing 
about  the  Commissions.  He,  however, 
know  this — that  he  recommended  that  it 
was  his  duty  to  recommend  several  men 
in  his  own  county  whom  he  thought 
ought  to  be  on  the  Sub-Commission. 
The  men  he  proposed  were  large  work- 
ing farmers  ;  but  every  recommoudatioa 
of  his  was  rejected,  and  they  were,  he 
thought,  rejected  on  the  ground  that  the 
sympathies  of  the  men  were  with  the 
tenants,  and  not  with  the  landlords. 
He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  their  sym- 
pathies were  not  with  the  tenants,  but 
they  certainly  had  no  prejudices  against 
the  landlords ;  but  every  man  who  was 
known  to  have  sympathy  with  the 
tenants,  and  who  was  a  working  farmer 
himself,  was,  to  his  (Mr.  Synan's)  know- 
ledge, rejected.  He  did  not  complain 
of  that ;  he  did  not  blame  the  Irish  Go- 
vernment ;  he  did  not  mean  to  say  that 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  knew  anything 
about  these  men ;  His  Excellency  took 
the  recommendations  submitted  to  him 
by  Members  of  Parliament,  by  land- 
lords, and  by  others.  Ho  (Mr.  SjTian) 
understood  that  the  Members  for  Ulster 
had  the  nomination  of  the  whole  of  the 
Sub-Commissioners,  so  far  as  the  North 
of  Ireland  was  concerned.  He  did  not 
deny  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant  made  the 
appointments  faithfully  and  honestly ; 
but  then  what  was  the  body  that  ap- 
pointed ;  to  whom  did  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant refer  the  appointments  ?  TiVu 
cuMtodet  euttadiet  ?  What  did  the  two 
lawyers  of  the  Land  Commission  kno>r 
about  the  merits  of  the  men  who 
were  submitted  to  them  so  far  as  the 
valuation  of  land  waa  concerned  ?  No- 
thing whatever ;  how  was  it  possible 
they  could    know    anything  about    it? 
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Mr.  Vernon  might  know  tbe  merits 
of  the  men  with  whom  he  was  per- 
sonally acquainted ;  hut  he  could  not 
know  anything  about  the  others  who 
were  recommended,  and  what  he  (Mr. 
Synan)  hod  said  about  tlia  third  Mem- 
ber of  the  Commission,  both  in  and  out- 
side that  House,  ho  was  quito  prepared 
to  repeat.  Mr.  Vernon's  sympathies 
were  decidedly  with  the  landlords  ;  and 
if  he  was  to  be  the  per.oon  who  was  to 
have  the  nomination  of  the  Sub-Com- 
missioners, what  was  the  meaning  of 
telling  him  (Mr.  Synan)  that  the  Sub- 
Commissioners  were  really  men  who 
Byrapathized  with  the  tenants  ?  He  did 
not  want  to  say  there  were  not  excellent 
men  on  the  Sub-Commissions,  number- 
ing 24.  The  Oommis^ions,  however,  had 
now  been  reduced  to  10  ;  and  what  was 
the  character  of  the  10  ?  He  would  not 
say  anything  about  it  himself;  but  his 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Monaghan 
(Mr.  Healy)  had  expressed  his  opinion. 
The  hon.  Member  had  told  them  that 
the  Sub-Commissioners,  who  were  to  be 
dismissed  on  the  18th  of  August,  had 
sympathies  and  leanings  with  the 
tenants,  and  the  hon.  Gentleman  had 
stated  that  to  the  Committee  as  a 
grievance.  The  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Healy)  considered  the  f-tatemeut  he  had 
made  well  founded  ;  and  surely  he  ought 
to  be  a  good  judge,  inasmuch  as  he  had 
taken  great  interest  in  the  Land  Act, 
and  knew  the  opinions  of  the  tenant 
farmers  in  Ireland  as  well  as  any  man. 
He  (Mr,  Sjiian)  had  a  great  knowledge 
of  the  tenant  farmers  himself,  he  had 
mixed  with  them  all  bis  life;  but  his 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Healy)  had  the  unani- 
mous sympathy  of  the  tenant  farmers  of 
Ireland  wherever  he  went,  and  he  told 
the  Committee  that  every  man  on  the 
Sub-Commission  who  sympathized  with 
the  tenants  had  been  dismissed,  while 
only  those  were  being  retained  who  had 
landlord  leanings  and  proclivities.  Now, 
he  (Mr.  Synan)  came  to  another  point 
of  a  general  character,  and  he  men- 
tioned it  because  it  had  been  forced  upon 
him  ;  he  mentioned  it  because  the  Chief 
Secretary  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  liad  maid  that 
the  Land  Commission  was  a  representa- 
tive Body  of  the  tenants  of  Ireland  ;  hut 
it  was  nothing  of  the  kind.  AVhen  did 
the  Committee  think  fbiit  the  10  Com- 
missions would  have  disposed  of  the 
cases  of  the  600,000  tenants  of  Ireland  f 
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If  they  deducted  the  100,000  lease- 
holders there  would  still  be  left  500,000 
tenants.  The  24  Commissions  which  had 
been  sitting  up  to  this  had  decided  only 
100,000  cases,  while  70,000  cases  had 
been  decided  out  of  Court.  If,  there- 
fore, 24  Commissions  could  only  decide 
100,000  cases  in  three  years,  how  long 
would  the  10  Commissions  be  occupied 
in  deciding  the  remaining  cases  ?  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  could  work  the 
matter  out  for  himself.  What  was  the 
goal  at  which  they  were  aiming,  and  at 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  endea- 
voured to  aim  by  the  Bill  he  introduced 
a  short  time  ago,  but  which  he  dropped 
so  very  hastily  ?  Was  it  peasant  pro- 
prietory ?  If  so,  how  could  they  have 
peasant  proprietory  until  thoy  had  fixed 
tbe  judicial  rents  of  the  tenants  of  Ire- 
land ?  Would  any  man  of  the  400,000 
or  500,000  who  had  not  gone  into  Court 
come  to  any  arrangement  with  his  land- 
lord as  to  number  of  years'  purchase 
that  ho  was  to  give  for  a  rack  rent? 
Why,  the  most  remarkable  instance  had 
occurred  in  his  own  county.  The  Earl 
of  Devon  had  his  land  for  sale,  and  he 
was  willing  to  take  less  even  than  the 
20  years'  purchase  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary,  by  his 
Bill,  fixed  as  the  value  of  Irish  land. 
Why,  some  of  the  tenants  refused  to 
make  an  ofifer ;  some  of  them  would 
give  10,  some  of  them  would  give  12; 
but  he  did  not  know  that  any  of  them 
went  as  far  as  to  ©O'er  16  years'  pur- 
chase. This  was  only  a  single  instance 
of  the  impossibility  of  arriving  at  a 
settlement  of  the  question  upon  the  pre- 
sent system.  He  did  not  mean  to  say 
that  some  of  the  tenants  were  not  as  un- 
reasonable as  some  landlords  ;  but  was 
it  unreasonable  for  any  man  to  ask  how 
a  tenant  and  landlord  could  come  to- 
gether to  fix  the  number  of  years'  pur- 
chase which  should  be  paid  for  a  hold- 
ing when  the  judicial  rent  of  that  hold- 
ing had  not  been  fixed  ?  And  by  the 
scheme  the  Government  had  just  framed 
they  were  postponing  the  settlement  of 
the  question  until  the  remote  future. 
He  had  given  the  Committee  a  rule- of- 
three  sura,  and  if  they  worked  it  out 
they  would  find  that  the  10  Commissions 
would  be  15  years  in  deciding  the  re- 
maiuing  applications  for  the  fixing  of 
judicial  rents.  It  was  impossible  to 
obtain  a  peasant  proprietary  in  Ireland 
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until  the  judicial  rent  of  the  different 
holdings  had  been  fixed;  and  yet  the 
Government  would  stop,  by  the  very 
thing  they  were  now  doing,  the  progress 
of  their  Bill  of  1881.  The  Govern- 
ment were,  by  their  own  action,  de- 
feating the  object  of  their  own  BiU. 
His  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Mona- 
ghan  (Mr.  Healy)  had  said  that  the 
judicial  rents  which  were  now  being 
fixed  were  rack  rents,  and  that  an 
amendment  of  the  law  was  necessary. 
He  did  not  go  as  far  as  his  hon.  Friend ; 
but  he  did  go  the  length  of  saying  that 
some  of  the  judicial  rents  were  rack 
rents,  and  he  would  give  a  proof  of  his 
assertion.  In  his  own.  county  there  were 
two  estates  lying  side  by  side,  on  one  of 
which  the  judicial  rents  had  been  settled. 
In  the  one  case  the  tenants  went  into 
Court  and  came  out  with  a  reduction  of 
about  5  per  cent,  the  land  there  being 
very  good.  Upon  the  adjoining  estate, 
however,  the  landlord  bad  settled  with 
his  tenants.  The  land  was  of  the  very 
same  character  as  that  in  the  first 
case,  and  yet  the  landlord  had  granted 
reductions  of  rent  of  10  per  cent. 
Did  they  mean  to  tell  him  that  under 
such  circumstances  the  tenants  would  g^ 
into  the  Land  Courts ;  but  even  if  the 
tenants  were  disposed  to  go  into  the 
Courts,  the  Government  had  so  limited 
the  number  that  many  cases  could  not 
be  decided  for  years  to  come.  He  was 
sorry  to  say  that  tenants  would  not  go 
into  the  Courts.  He  knew  many  lease- 
holders who  Lad  refused  to  go  into 
Court,  even  where  the  landlord  had 
g^ven  his  consent ;  they  would  sooner 
deal  with  the  landlord  outside  the  Court 
thaii  go  to  the  Court  and  come  out  with 
what  they  considered  rack  rents.  What 
had  produced  this  feeling  on  the  part  of 
the  tenants  ?  A  want  of  confidence  in 
the  Sub-Commissions.  He  did  not  say 
that  the  Sub-Commissions  were  not 
useful.  Where  there  was  a  rack-rent- 
ing landlord  the  Sub-Commissions  were 
most  valuable,  because  the  tenants  had 
some  chance  at  all  events  of  having  a 
fair  rent  fixed.  Unless,  however,  the 
tenants  had  confidence  in  the  Sub-Com- 
missions they  would  not  resort  to  the 
Land  Courts,  but  would  prefer  to 
arrange  with  their  landlords.  He 
believed  in  the  indirect  benefit  of  the 
Land  Act  rather  than  in  its  direct  bene- 
fit.    The  Act  had  induced  landlords  to 
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make  arrangements  with  their  tenants ; 
but  by  what  they  were  now  doing,  and 
by  alleging  that  the  Land  Commission 
and  Sub-Commissions  represented  the 
tenants  as  well  as  the  landlords  of  Ire- 
land, the  Government  were  making  the 
greatest  mistake  they  ever  made.  They 
were  destroying  the  benefit  of  their  Act. 
They  were  postponing  its  operation  to 
the  remote  future,  and  doing  much  to 
prevent  the  establishment  of  that  peasant 
proprietary  which  they  were  all  anxious 
to  see.  He  was  afraid  that  unless  the 
administration  of  the  Act  was  vastly  im- 
proved there  would  be  another  land 
agitation  as  violent  as  that  which  had 
just  closed. 

Colonel  COLTHURST  said,  he 
should  confine  the  few  remarks  he  had 
to  make  to  one  portion  of  the  subject. 
It  would  be  in  the  recollection  of  the 
Committee  that  by  Clause  19  of  the 
Land  Act  an  attempt  was  made  to  en- 
courage the  building  of  labourers'  cot- 
tages on  the  farms  of  Ireland.  He 
noticed  that  in  their  Beport  this  year 
the  Land  Commissioners  stated  that  the 
19th  section  of  the  Act  had  not  been 
operative  to  any  large  extent.  The 
number  of  orders  made  by  the  Sub- 
Commissioners  under  this  section,  during 
the  year  ending  August,  1883,  was  260, 
and  in  the  preceding  year  326 — that  was 
to  say  that  in  round  numbers,  up  to 
August  of  last  year,  about  500  orders 
were  made  by  the  Sub-Commissioners 
for  the  erection  or  repair  of  labourers' 
cottages;  and,  supposing  the  progress 
to  be  about  the  same  up  to  August  iu 
this  year,  about  700  orders  had  been 
made.  Now  they  came  to  the  subject 
of  how  these  orders  had  been  carried 
out.  His  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Waterford  (Mr.  Leamy)  succeeded  in 
passing  an  Act  making  and  putting  a 
heavy  penalty  upon  the  occupier  who, 
having  obtained  a  reduction  of  rent 
himself,  and  having  been  ordered  to 
provide  for  his  labourer,  failed  to  do  so. 
But  he  added  a  condition  which,  unfor- 
tunately, was  not  accepted  by  the 
Treasury.  He  suggested  that  the  Land 
Commissioners  should  have  the  power 
of  appointing  Inspectors  to  see  that  their 
orders  were  carried  out.  The  Treasury 
objected,  and  obliged  the  hon.  Member 
to  withdraw  that  provision  from  his 
Bill,  and  a  very  unfortunate  interference 
it   was  on    the  part  of  the  Treasury. 
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When  the  Labourers'  Act  was  passed 
last  year  a  clause  was  introduced  seek- 
ing to  remedy  that  evil  by  making  tlie 
Sanitary  Authority — that  was.  to  say  the 
Boards  of  Guardians — responsibleforthe 
carrying  out  of  the  orders  uf  the  Sub- 
Oommissiouers,  and  the  Land  Conimis- 
eionors  stated  in  their  Report  that  they 
had  in  every  instance  comiuiinicated  the 
order  to  the  Union  concerned.  He 
hoped  that  by  a  Return  that  wouhl 
shortly  be  furnished  to  the  House  the 
Committee  would  be  able  to  form  a 
correct  opinion  as  to  how  many  of  the 
orders  had  been  carried  out.  He  was 
perfectly  certain  that  it  would  turn  out 
that  not  half  of  the  COO  or  700  orders 
had  been  complied  with  ;  because,  al- 
though the  Act  said  that  the  Sanitary 
Authority  should  do  so  and  bo,  there 
was  no  one  to  see  that  auy  given  Board 
of  Ouardians  put  the  Act  in  force  in  its 
Union,  unless  the  labourer  himself  came 
forward.  Now,  they  knew  that  the 
labourer  was  generally  in  a  very  de- 
pendent position,  and  that,  therefore,  ho 
was  not  likely  himself  to  come  forward 
and  complain  of  the  inadequacy  of  his 
dwelling.  It  was  very  much  to  be  re- 
gretted that  the  action  of  the  Treasury 
had  marred  the  effect  of  that  clause, 
and  the  question  now  was  what  legisla- 
tive enactment  cnuld  be  passed  to 
remedy  the  dofect.  He  thought  his 
right  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Trevelyan),  in  his 
capacity  as  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  might  do  some- 
thing; ho  might  have  the  attention 
of  Boards  of  Guardians  called  to  the 
necessity  of  putting  the  clause  into 
operation,  and  of  employing  the  reliev- 
ing officers,  who  were  also  sanitary  offi- 
cers, for  the  purpose  of  seeing  that  the 
ordei-8  made  under  the  section  were 
carried  out.  He  thought,  also,  some- 
thing might  be  done  by  hou.  Members 
opposite,  because  there  was  no  doubt 
that  if  there  had  existed  fmy  ])ubliu 
opinion  on  this  subject  many  cottages 
would  have  been  built  before  now. 
Boards  of  Guardians  in  Ireland  re|ire- 
sentod  to  a  very  great  extent  jiublic 
opinion.  The  hon.  Member  for  Sligo 
(Mr.  Sexton)  on  a  recent  occasion 
attacked  very  warmly  the  Board  of 
Works,  because  they  did  not  carry  out 
in  a  proper  spirit  Acts  which  had  been 
passed  for  the  benefit  of  the  Irish 
people.  Now,  here  was  an  Act  involving 
no    expense    upon    the    Treasury,    no 


responsibility  upon  the  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians, except  that  of  seeing  that  an 
orciipier  who  had  obtained  a  reduction 
of  rent  should  share  that  rodiiction,  in  a 
sense,  with  his  labourers.  Hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  had  possession  of  the 
platform  and  of  the  Press  to  a  great  ex- 
tent in  Ireland ;  and,  therefore,  they 
could  du  a  great  deal — and  he  hoped 
they  woulil — to  secure  the  operation  of 
the  clauses  affecting  labourers'  dwell- 
ings. He  was  sorry  to  see  the  other 
day  in  C'outny  Limerick  an  advocate 
of  thu  labourers  complaining  that 
the  Labourers'  Act  was  not  put  in 
force  in  a  certain  Union,  the  far- 
mers in  which  Union  were  opposing 
the  operation  of  the  Act.  He  hoped 
the  Chief  Secretary  would  see  that  the 
1 0  th  clause  of  the  Land  Act  was  made 
operative. 

Mb.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN  said,  he 
thought  that  from  the  action  of  the 
Sub-Commissions  in  Ireland  lately,  and 
from  the  nianm-r  in  which  the  most 
popular  of  those  Commissions  were 
about  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Govern- 
ment, thero  was  a  plain  moral  to  be 
drawn  which  the  Irish  people  would  not 
be  slow  to  draw;  and  that  was  that  it  was 
an  evil  day  for  popular  interests  in  Ire- 
land when  political  agitation  in  that 
country  declined.  The  Government  pro- 
fes.sed  to  be  very  anxious  for  a  return  of 
peace  and  quietude,  and  of  what  they 
called  law  and  order  in  that  country ; 
and  from  time  to  time  they  quoted,  with 
great  pleasure,  statistics  tending  to  show 
that  that  was  the  course  which  events 
were  now  taking.  But  what  did  the 
Irish  people  see  concurrently  with  all 
this?  They  could  see  that  as  crime 
declined,  and  as  peace  and  order  were 
restored  in  Ireland,  in  the  same  pro- 
portion the  reduction  of  rents  which 
the  Suh-Commi.ssions  had  been  making 
declined.  When  Ireland  was  alive, 
when  the  people  were  determined,  and 
when  thero  was  a  serious  agitation  for 
popular  rights  and  common  justice  and 
relief  from  oppression,  the  rack  rents 
came  down  pretty  fast;  but  now  that  a 
period  of  comparative  quietude  had  come 
it  was  remarked  that  the  reductions  of 
rent  had  dwindled  down  from  25  per 
cent  to  18  and  15  per  cent.  He  had 
no  doubt  whatever  that  as  the  condi- 
tion of  Ireland  improved,  the  reduc- 
tion of  rack  rents  or  unfair  rents  would 
become  smaller  and  smaller  until  they 
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did  not  amount  to  more  than  10  or  5  per 
cent.  Now,  they  were  t«Id  by  the  Chief 
Secretary  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  that  the 
difference  in  the  amount  of  reductions 
tna<ie  by  the  Sub-Commissions  was  owing 
to  the  fact  that  there  was  a  rush  into  the 
Land  Courts  in  the  earlier  stages  of  the 
business,  and  that  the  worst  cases  were 
the  first  to  be  dealt  with.  How  did  the 
right  hon.  Qontleman  make  that  out? 
Undoubtedly  there  was  a  great  accumu- 
lation of  cases  when  the  Land  Courts 
commenced  their  sittings,  but  how  did 
the  Chief  Secretary  make  out  the  allega- 
tion that  the  worst  cases  were  the  first 
to  be  dealt  with?  He  (Mr.  Sullivan) 
maintained  that  the  cases  taken  first 
were  average  cases  and  that  the  cases 
were  taken  in  the  order  in  which  they 
came.  There  was  no  selection  made  of 
the  worst  cases,  none  whatever,  and  he 
challenged  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  make  good  his 
allegation.  But  if  it  were  true  that  the 
reductions  of  25  per  cent  made  by  the 
Land  Commissions  in  the  early  stages  of 
their  inquiries  were  the  consequence  of 
the  rush  that  was  made  into  Court  the 
Government  stood  convicted.  The  Go- 
vernment were  convicted  of  preventing 
the  Irish  National  Land  League  sub- 
mitting test  cases.  It  was  declared  by 
the  Leader  of  the  Irish  people,  and  by 
the  Leaders  of  the  Irish  National  Land 
League,  that  they  intended  to  submit  to 
the  Irish  Land  Commission  a  set  of  test 
oases  on  the  vei-y  opening  of  the  Com- 
mission's business,  and  for  so  saying 
and  doing  the  Leader  of  the  Irish  people 
was  thrown  into  prison.  That  was  one 
of  the  counts  of  the  indictment  against 
him — namely,  that  instead  of  allowing 
the  rush  into  Court  he  intended  to  have 
submitted  to  those  Courts  a  series  of  test 
cases.  It  was  for  recommending  the 
Irish  people  to  await  the  result  of  the 
test  cases  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  [Mr.  Par- 
nell),  and  others  who  acted  with  him, 
were  thrown  into  the  cells  of  Richmond 
and  Kilmainham  Gaols.  Therefore,  he 
(Mr.  Sullivan)  thought  that  the  expla- 
nation on  the  part  of  the  Government 
lay  very  badly  indeed  in  their  mouths. 
Now,  with  reference  to  some  of  the  Sub- 
Commissions  which  wore  about  to  be  dis- 
continued, the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  did  not  like  the 
word  "  disTii.ssod."  It  was  a  very  re- 
markable  fact — and  nothing  the  right 
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hon.  Gentleman  could  say  would  ex- 
explain  it  away  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Irish  people — it  waa  a  very  remarkable 
fact  that  the  Sub-Commissions  in  which 
the  tenantry  of  Ireland  had  the  most 
confidence  were  those  which  were  to  be 
discontinued.  They  did  their  business 
in  the  most  impartial  and  most  proper 
manner;  but  it  happened,  nevertheless, 
that  the  services  of  the  gentlemen  in 
whose  decisions  the  people  of  Ireland 
had  the  greatest  confidence  were  to  be 
dispensed  with,  while  the  pets  and  fa- 
vourites of  the  landlords,  and  of  the 
Irish  Tories  and  Orangemen,  were  to  be 
continued  in  office.  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary was  very  fond  of  the  dismissed 
gentlemen,  no  doubt ;  but  they  might 
apply  to  him,  with  singular  appropriate- 
ness, the  old  saying: — 

"  Perhaps  it  waa  right  to  dissemble  your  love; 
But  why  did  you  kick  me  downstairs  P  " 

Taking  the  case  of  M'Devitt,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said  he  was  highly  re- 
commended— highly  spoken  of  and  writ- 
ten of  by,  amongst  others,  eminent  and 
respected  Catholic  Bishops  in  Ireland, 
He  (Mr.  Sullivan)  did  not  see  anything 
very  astonishing  in  that.  It  was  not 
with  what  had  been  said  about  these 
gentlemen  before  their  appointment  that 
they  bad  to  deal,  but  with  what  was 
to  be  said  of  them  now  that  the  Irish 
people  had  had  some  experience  of  their 
way  of  thinking  and  way  of  acting.  It 
was  within  the  recollection  of  all  that 
gentlemen  of  very  excellent  reputations 
indeed  had  been  appointed  to  various 
public  offices  in  Ireland,  and  had  very 
soon  changed.  That  was  their  expe- 
rience in  his  country.  It  was  a  well- 
known  fact  that  men  soon  changed  their 
colours  and  their  minds,  or,  at  least,  their 
mode  of  action,  after  commencing  to 
put  Government  pay  into  their  pockets. 
Therefore,  the  question  was  not  "  What 
sort  of  a  character  had  Mr.  M'Devitt 
before  he  became  a  Government  place- 
man ? "  but  "  What  character  has  he 
earned  for  himself  since  ho  has  been  in 
the  Government  service?"  His  (Mr. 
Sullivan's)  contention  was  that  this  gen- 
tleman's conduct  had  not  been  such  as 
to  cause  the  Irish  people  to  prefer  him 
to  any  of  the  Sub-Commissioners  who 
had  been  dismissed  by  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment. The  Committee  heard  a  great 
deal  about  the  Chief  Commissioners. 
They,  too,  were  all  excellent  and  able 
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men  ;  but  be  recollected  very  well  that 
the  very  moment  the  names  of  these 
three  gfiitleraen  were  first  mentioned  to 
the  House,  it  was  said  by  Irishmen  who 
knew  them  all  that  one  man  was,  in 
reftlity,  the  whole  Comnii<i«ion.  and  that 
man  was  the  representative  of  the  land- 
lords— Mr.  Vernon.  It  was  said  and 
believed  at  the  very  first,  and  expe- 
rience from  that  day  to  this  had  con- 
firini"vl  tlio  jii'lgment,  that  that  one  man 
would  rule  the  Commission.  Mr.  Lilt-in 
— whom  ho  (Mr.  Sullivan)  had  Iiad  the 
pleasure  of  knowing  in  the  H<iuse — was 
a  verj- excellent  gentleman,  a  fair-niinded, 
just  man ;  hut  lie  wai  no  match,  in  a 
contfSt  of  this  kind,  for  Mr.  Vernon — a 
representative  of  the  landlord  party — a 
very  extensive  land  agent.  So  with  re- 
gord  to  Mr.  O'Hagan.  He  was  a  very 
estimable  man,  no  doubt;  at  one  time 
a  man  of  patriotic  and  national  procli- 
vities—a  man  who  wrote  some  beautiful 
poftrv,  full  of  national  sentiment,  which 
■would  live  long  alter  the  character  of  ii.s 
author,  as  a  patriot,  had  departed,  which 
would  live  in  Irish  literature  longaftiT 
the  man  himself  had  been  gathered  to 
his  fathers.  But  the  man  who.  in  his 
youth,  iir  in  his  manhood,  as  the  case 
might  be,  had  written  national  poems, 
or  na'ional  lettora,  or  nutiimiil  article,'*, 
was  ahout  the  laf^t  man  he  (Mr.  Sullivan ) 
Would  triistalter  hehad  heroine  a  plnce- 

,n  in  the  pay  of  the  firitish  Govern- 
t ;  because  the  memory  of  his  former 

lUlation  would  be  always  before  him, 
and  he  would  be  always  trying  to  con- 
vince his  colleagues,  wherever  ha  miglit 
be,  that  he  was  no  longer  a  Nationali.tt, 
no  longer  a  patriot,  and  that  he  could 
be  relied  on  as  much  as  any  otlier  man 
to  do  the  work  that  the  Uritish  Govern- 
ment hud  app'jititud  him  tu  do.  So  it  wa^ 
with  the  Sub-Cumuiifsioners,  and  to  it 
was  with  the  Chief  Commissioners.  And 
now  they  came  to  this — that  Irt»laud, 
being  again  forced  duwn  in  one  way  or 
another — the  strets  of  public  Bgitatinn  in 
that  country  having  somewhat  abated — 
had  t<j  submit  to  cimHtoutly-decreasing 
reductions  of  rent  in  the  Lnud  Court. 
The  reward  of  the  Irish  people  for  this 
BO-called  ret',-m  to  peace,  law,  and  order 
was  this  coming  down  of  the  Land  Com- 
missioners— thisfalliug-off  iatbeirmoJe 
of  dealing  with  unfair  rents.  What  was 
the  b'sson  the  Irish  people  had  to  derive 
therefrom  ?  The  people  road  these  things 
broadly   and  roughly ;    but  they  read 
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them,  he  thought,  rightly  on  the  whole. 
The  moral  they  would  draw  from  the 
whole  set  of  circumstances  was  this — 
that  if  they  wished  justice  to  be  done  to 
them,  as  justice  did  yet  remain  to  be 
done,  they  must  keep  np  agitating,  and 
make  their  enemie?,  as  they  had  made 
thfm  before,  afraid  of  them.  He  was 
old  enough  to  remember  in  Irish  history 
periods  in  which  there  was  no  political 
life.  Ilf  ronienibered  the  time  nf  de- 
pression which  followed  the  Famines  of 
1848  and  184!»,  and  the  traitorism  of 
the  Keogh  and  Sadleir  party,  who  be- 
trayed the  interests  of  the  Irish  people 
on  the  floor  of  that  House.  He  remem- 
bered the  hush  of  misery  and  despair 
that  camo  over  the  country  ;  and  this  also 
he  remembered — that  during  the  whole 
of  that  time  nothing  wa.s  done  for  Ire- 
land. Nothing  was  done  until  the  people 
took  heart  again,  and  rose  to  a  certain 
sense  of  their  position  in  their  own 
oiiuntry.  They  had  won  something,  and 
he  was  glad  of  it — [irotid  of  it.  He  had 
never  denied  it — he  had  stated  on  Irish 
pliitform^  as  he  stated  here,  that  the 
Lund  Ai.t  had  been  a  great  Act  of  Eman- 
i-ipatiou  for  the  Irish  tenantry,  and  for 
the  whole  Irish  nation,  not  merely  be- 
(^ause  of  the  reduction  of  rents  that  it 
had  brought  about,  but  because  of  the 
lifting  up  of  the  hearts  of  the  Irish 
people,  who  found  tliut,  after  all,  not- 
withstanding thf<  mighty  forces  arrayed 
against  them,  they  could  yet  conquer  ns 
tliey  had  conquered  in  the  past.  The 
Irish  people,  up  to  this,  however,  had 
only  conquered  half  justice,  and  he  coun- 
Helled  thum  not  to  aubitide  and  suspend 
thn-ir  efforts,  but  to  go  on  with  open  and 
feailes's  agitation  for  their  ri.;hts.  If 
they  did,  in  time  they  would  win  the 
<)tlier  half  mea.-iuro  of  justice  which  was 
theii-  duo.  That  was  the  moral  he  drew 
from  existing  cireu instance!",  and  that 
was  the  moral  he  trusted  the  Iri^h  people 
would  draw  from  them.  It  was  not 
well,  he  maintiiinod,  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  teach  that  moral  to  the  Irish 
peojile  —  to  t'-ach  that,  in  proportion 
as  thpy  sub^ded  and  held  their  peaoo, 
and  were  not  orjjoni/ed,  so  did  the  de- 
sire of  the  BritiJIi  Pnrliameut  to  do 
them  justice  deoNne,  and  that  it  was 
only  as  they  rose  in  agitation,  and 
almost  set  the  country  uflHuie.  that  that 
House,  and  those  who  rulnd  it,  would 
listen  to  their  demand.^*,  however  just 
and  reasonable  they  might  be.     He  had 
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heard  that  night  that  about  £500,000 
per  annum  had  been  saved  to  the  ten- 
antry by  the  action  of  the  Irish  Land 
Act.  He  did  not  doubt  it — he  was  glad 
of  it — but  every  penny  of  this  money 
was  their  own.  They  had  got  nothing 
from  anybody — nothing  -which  did  not 
belong  to  them.  He  had  heard  the 
taking  of  this  money  from  those  who 
lately  had  been  receiving  it  stigmatized 
as  "  robbery."  Aye,  there  was  robbery 
in  the  case,  but  the  robbers  were  those 
who  had  been  taking  the  £500,000  out  of 
the  pockets  of  the  &ish  peasantry,  with 
no  justice  for  it  except  the  permission  of 
the  law  of  the  land.  That  there  was 
that  permission  he  granted.  But  what 
was  this  law  of  the  land  1  It  was  law 
made  by  landlords  to  enable  them  to 
plunder  the  peasantry.  He  had  heard 
hon.  and  right  bon.  Gentlemen  in  that 
House  speak  of  the  Irish  servant  girls 
in  America,  England,  and  elsewhere. 
Bending  over  money  to  Ireland  to  sus- 
tain their  poor  relatives.  The  fault 
found  with  these  servant  girls  was  that 
they  no  longer  sent  this  money  over  to 
go  into  the  pockets  of  these  hon.  and 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  Where  had  these 
earnings  gone  hitherto  ?  Why,  into  the 
pockets  of  the  Irish  landlords.  Such 
was  the  old  system — of  so  cruel  and  in- 
famous a  character  was  it  that  it  ex- 
tracted not  only  from  the  poor  people 
at  home,  working  and  living  on  the 
soil,  the  fruitsof  their  toil,  but  it  putunder 
contribution  their  sons  and  daughters 
who  had  fled  to  other  lands  to  sustain 
themselves,  and  to  escape  the  misery 
and  poverty  that  they  had  experience  of 
at  home.  It  was  a  fact  that  in  years 
gone  by  the  rack  rents  in  Ireland  were 
paid,  to  a  large  extent,  out  of  the  earn- 
ings of  the  young  men  and  young 
women  in  England,  America,  and  Aus- 
tralia. Thank  God  that  that  system,  if 
not  quite  ended,  at  all  events  had  been 
broken  down  ;  and,  he  asked,  with  what 
face  could  these  rack-renters — whose 
names  appeared  in  the  Blue  Books  as 
such,  whose  names  were  on  record  and 
would  stand  in  these  official  volumes,  in 
everything  but  the  strict  legal  sense,  as 
those  of  convicted  thieves — with  what 
face  could  these  people  stand  upon  the 
Benches  of  that  House,  or  anywhere 
else,  and  censure  the  Irish  people  at 
home  and  abroad  for  their  efforts  to 
mitigate  this  oppression  and  end  this 
cruel  law  ?    If  he  had  unduly  detained 
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the  Committee,  it  was  because  he  had  ' 
wished  to  put  before  it  this  plain  fact — 
that  he  felt  himself,  and  believed  that 
others  felt  also,  that  the  cause  of  this 
proportionate  diminution  in  the  reduc- 
tion of  rents  was  the  peace  and  quietness  : 
and  absence  of  excitement  in  Ireland,  and 
he  hoped  there  would  be  an  end  to  that. 
Not  that  he  counselled  disorder,  not  that 
he  counselled  criminal  acts ;  but  he  did 
counsel  organization  and  legitimate  pub- 
lic action,  and  did  tell  the  Irish  people 
that  failing  in  that  they  would  fail  in 
everything,  and  that  maintaining  that 
as  they  ought  to  maintain  it  they  would 
obtain  from  this  House  of  Commons  or 
from  any  House  of  Commons,  and  from 
this  Government  or  from  any  Govern- 
ment which  might  follow  it — they  would 
ultimately  obtain,  in  spite  of  all  the 
powers  arrayed  against  them,  the  full 
measure  of  tilie  rights  they  were  so  justly 
entided  to,  and  for  which  they  had  so 
long  and  so  patiently  struggled. 

Colonel  KING-HAEMAN  :  It  is  not 
my  intention  to  trespass  for  long  on  the 
time  of  the  Committee;  but  when  an 
hon.  Member  below  the  Gangway,  with- 
out your  interfering  at  all,  Sir,  speaks 
of  a  party  in  this  countiy  as  a  party  of 
"  convicted  thieves,"  and  with  his  finger 
deliberately  points  to  hon.  Gentlemen 
sitting  on  these  Benches,  emphasizing 
the  expression,  I  think  it  is  only  right 
that  I  should  rise,  not  to  say  much  as 
to  what  has  fallen  from  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber, but  to  say  that  I  do  not  much  care 
about  his  opinion ;  that  I  do  not  think 
we  are  "  convicted  thieves;"  but  that  I, 
and  those  who  believe  with  me,  are 
strongly  of  opinion  that  there  are  con- 
victed thieves  in  Ireland,  and  murderers 
and  associates  of  murderers,  and  that 
they  are  sitting,  not  where  I  am  sitting, 
but  not  very  far  off 

Mr.  JOHN  EEDMOND :  I  rise  to 
Order.  I  wish  to  ask  you.  Sir,  whether 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  is  in  Order 
in  saying  that  he  believes  there  are  not 
only  convicted  thieves,  but  murderers 
and  associates  of  murderers,  sitting,  not 
where  he  sits,  but  not  far  from  him  ? 

The  chairman  :  I  think  the  ex- 
pressions used  by  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  highly  improper,  and  I  must 
call  upon  him  to  withdraw  them.    

Mb.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN:  Who 
minds  ?    [  Crie»  of  "  Withdraw !  "1 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  will  withdraw  the  ob- 
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serration,  if  ho  applied  it  to  any  hon. 
Member  in  this  House. 

Colonel  KINO-HAEMAN  :  Sir,  I 
wish — \_Loud  cries  of"  Withdraw  !  "J — I 
trust  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  what  I 
have  to  say.  I  wish  to  remark  that,  as 
the  words  "convicted  thieves"  were 
applied  to  the  Bench  on  which  I  sit,  I 
did  think  I  might  be  allowed  to  use 
some  strong  expression  in  reply.  I  ac- 
knowledge that  I  used  a  strong  expres- 
sion— a  stronger  one  than  that  u«eJ 
below  the  Gangway.  The  words  "  mur- 
derers "  and  "associates  of  murderers " 
were  stronger  than  "convicted  thieves," 
and,  therefore,  I  beg  to  withdraw  and 
to  apologize  for  having  used  the  ex- 
pression. 

Tub  CHAIEiLi-N  :  I  must  say  I  lis- 
tened very  carefully  to  tlie  remarks  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Wostmeath  (Mr. 
Sullivan),  and  did  not  understand  him 
to  apply  the  observation  to  which  the 
hon.  aud  gallant  Member  takes  oxcop- 
tion  to  anyone  in  this  Ilouse.  If  I  had, 
I  certainly  should  have  called  him  to 
Order. 

Colonel  KTOO-HARMAN  said,  he 
was  sure  the  Chairman  would  allow  him 
to  use  15  seconds  in  the  remarks  he  was 
about  to  make.  He  could  assure  him 
that  not  only  were  the  words  to  which 
he  had  called  attention  used,  but  the 
words  were  accompanied  witli  a  gesture 
— the  hon.  Member  had  poiuted  to  the 
place  where  ho  (Colouol  Kiug-Harraan) 
sat.  It  was  boeauso  of  that  that  he  had 
taken  it  that  the  expression  was  applied 
to  that  part  of  tho  House  where  ho  sat. 
If  it  were  not  so,  he  apologized  most 
distinctly  and  decidedly  for  what  he  had 
said.  If,  however,  he  was  right  in  his 
suspicion  that  the  observation  was  ap- 
plied to  where  he  sat,  he  was  sure  the 
Chairman  would  support  him  in  saying 
that,  while  he  withdrew  the  expressions 
he  had  used,  and  apologized  for  using 
them,  there  had  been,  at  the  same  time, 
some  excuse  for  his  iodigimtion  and  for 
iising  the  words  he  did.  It  was  not  his 
intention  to  go  into  the  question  as  to 
■whether  or  not  the  Land  Commissioners 
in  Ireland  had  done  their  duty  ;  it  was 
far  too  late  in  the  Session  to  venture 
upon  such  a  subject.  He  had  very 
strong  opinions  on  tho  subject,  and  ho 
believed  those  opinions  were  tolerably 
well  known,  at  any  rate,  to  tho 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  who  represented 
the    Irish   Government.      Ho    believed 


tho  working  of  the  Land  Act  had 
been  contrary  to  tho  declaration  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentlemon  tho  Prime 
Minister  made  when  he  brought  in  the 
Bill  and  when  he  put  it  to  the  House. 
Tho  Prime  Minister  had  said  that  no 
damage  would  be  done  to  the  landlord 
interest,  and  he  was  supported  in  that 
statement  by  a  noble  Lord  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  who  said  that  the  landlord 
interest  would  bo  rather  improved  by 
the  moasure  than  otherwise.  But  they 
knew  perfectly  well  what  had  happened. 
They  knew  perfectly  well  that  the  land- 
lord interest  had  been  reduced  by  from 
25  to  30  per  cent  all  over  Ireland.  They 
knew  perfectly  well  that  it  had  not  been 
a  question  of  whether  rents  were  high 
or  rents  were  low,  but  that  the  Sub- 
Coiamissioners,  wherever  they  had  gone, 
had  obeyed  an  unwritten,  although  a 
perfectly  understood,  law,  which  was 
that  the  landlords'  rents  were  to  be  re- 
duced whether  they  were  high  or  whe- 
ther they  were  low.  It  was  perfectly 
well  known  that  in  Ireland  where  there 
had  boon  two  landlords  side  by  side, 
one  a  rack  renter  and  the  other  a  fair 
and  considerate  man — one  having  raised 
his  rents  during  tho  bad  times  20  per 
cent,  aud  the  other  never  having  raised 
his  rents  at  all — the  man  who  had  raised 
his  rents  had  had  them  reduced  20  per 
cent,  wliile  tho  same,  if  not  a  greater, 
reduction  had  been  made  in  the  case  of 
tho  man  who  had  never  raised  his  rents. 
It  was  a  well  known  fact — hon.  Members 
below  tho  Gangway  knew  it  os  well  as 
he  did,  and  hon.  Members  sitting  by  tho 
side  of  tho  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
knew  it  as  well  as  he  did — that  the  good 
landlords,  so  called,  had  sufl'ered  far 
more  than  the  bad  landlords.  It  was 
perfectly  well  known  that  the  operation 
of  tho  Land  Act  had  been  this— that  tho 
man  who  had  bought  his  estates  under 
the  Landed  Estates  Court,  or  when  it 
was  established,  or  had  acceded  to  them 
at  that  time,  and  had  raised  his  rents  to 
an  exorbitant  extent,  rendering  the  in- 
troduction of  some  Land  Act  or  other 
imperative,  was  tho  man  sitting  in  his 
saddle  rejoicing ;  whilst  the  man  who 
had  always  worked  with  his  tenantry 
and  had  done  the  best  he  could  for 
them,  not  asking  rents  which  were  too 
heavy,  not  raising  them  when  he  could 
do  so,  was  tho  man  who  was  now  suller- 
iug  poverty  beoause  of  the  action,  he 
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would  not  say  of  the  Government,  but 
of  the  Sub-Commissioners  appointed  by 
the  Government.      He  would  not  say 
more    about    that.      The    Government 
brnuffht  in  the  Lund  Act,  and  appointed 
three  Commissioners,  whose  names  com- 
manded, to  a  great  extent,  the  respect 
of  Irishmen  of  all  classes.     The  Land 
Act  had  been  anoepted  by  them  in  the 
belief  that  the  three  Commissioners  to 
whom    he   referred   were    a   true    and 
legitimate  sample  of  the  Offioers  who 
were  to  be  appointed  under  it.     After 
that,  a  number  of  Sub-Commissioners 
were  appointed  snob  as  the  Irish  people 
never  could,  and  such  as  he  did  not 
believe   the  House   of  Commons  ever 
coiild,   have   expected.      It   had    been 
shown  that  the  appointment  of  these 
men  was  wrone,  and  that  the  men  were 
not  fit  to  go  through  the  evidence  thev 
bad  had  to  go  throngh,  and  to  deal  with 
the  extraordinary  perjury  and  malver- 
sation they  had  bad  to  deal  with  during 
the  past  two  or  three  years ;  yet  these 
men,   being  men  of    honour,   though, 
perhaps,    prejudiced    in    one    way    or 
another,  had  come  round,  and  had  not 
g^ne  on  reducing  rents  in  the  way  in 
which  they  had   done  when  they  were 
inclined  to  accept  the  sworn  testimony 
of  those  from  whom,  at  first,  they  had 
to  take  evidence.     He  did  not  mean  to 
go  on  on  this   particular    subject,   but 
merely  made  these  observations  in  com- 
mencement  of    what    he    hnd    to    sny. 
In  the  Vote  f<ir   the  Land  Commission 
they  had  to  take  an  item  for  the  chi»f 
agent  for  the  land   sales,  and  he  snid 
that,  while  they  could  not  go  bark,  and 
■while  he  did  not  seek  to  go  back — he 
wished  they  could,  of  course ;    but  he 
knew  that  what  was  done  could  not  he 
nndone^in  the  matter  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Commissioners  and  Sub- 
Commisnoners,  be  did  want  to  go  back 
on  the  question  of  the  Commission  for 
the  Sale  of  Land.     He  was  glad  to  see 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  in  his 
place,  for  he  was  sure  the  right  hon. 
Gentloman  would  agree  that  he  (Colonel 
King-Harman)  had  a  right  to  speak  on 
that  qlJP^ti"n,  as  he  had  had  the  honour 
of  speak'ng  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man not  long  ago  upon  it  in  Committee. 
It  was   said,  when   the  Land  Act  was 
passing  through,  that  the  Irish    land- 
lords would  not  be  prejudiced  by  it— 
that  their  rights  would  not  be  disturbed, 
and  that  the  land  would,  if  anything,  bo 
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made  of  greater  value  than  it  xras  be- 
fore.    Now,  what  was  the  fact  ?    They 
knew  perfectly  well — they  saw  it  from 
theBeturns  he  held  in  bis  hand  bearingf 
on  the  value  of  land — that  if  a  landlord 
wished  to  sell   his  estate  he  could  not 
get  more  than  10,  12,  or  14  years'  pur- 
chase for  it,  whereas,  before  the  Land 
Act  was  passed,  he  could  get  22,  24,  or 
25  years'  purchase.     How  was  that? 
He  was  not  going  to  inflict  a  long  speech 
on  the  Committee,  and  he  did  not  believe 
in  long  speeches.  He  believed  in  making^ 
a  few  short  statements,  and  one  short 
statement  he  would  make  was  this — that 
a  very  few  years  before  the  Land  Act 
was  passed,  there  was  a  certain  gentle- 
man of  the  name  of  Murrough  O'Brien 
appointed  a  Commissioner  by  the  Church 
Commission  to  regelate  the  sale  of  lands 
to  tenants  who  held  under  the  Church 
Body.    Mr.  Murrough  O'Brien  used  to 
go  down  and  value  these  lands,  and  he 
valued  them,  generally  speaking,  at  from 
24  to  25  years'  purchase.      He  (Colonel 
King-Harman)    was   putting   this    at 
the  very  lowest  average  he  could  pos- 
sibly adopt.     After  the  Land  Act  was 
passed,   Mr.   Murrough   O'Brien    went 
down  on  behalf  of  the  Land  Purchase 
Commission,  and  wherever  he  went  the 
tenants,    after    listening    to   him,    con- 
sidered that  from  10  to  12  years'  pur- 
chase was  an  much  as  they  were  entitled 
to  offer  for  the  land.    They  were  told  to 
believe  that  the  establishment  of  a  pea- 
sant proprietary  was  the  only  means  of 
pacifying  Ireland;  but  could  it  be  be- 
lieved that  Irich  landlords  would  be  dis- 
posed to  part  with  their  lands  at  10  or 
12  years'  purchase,  when  their  tenants, 
four  or  five  years  ago,  were  forced  by 
the  same  man    who    now  valued  the 
estates  at   10  or  12  years'  purchase  to 
give  24  or  26  ?    He  (Colonel  King-Har- 
man) was  at  a  loss  to  know  how  these 
things  could   be  reconciled.     The   facts 
were  certainly  as  he  stated,  and  he  did 
not  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Prime  Minister  could  put  them  in  any 
other  way.     If  this  question  were  de- 
ferred to  a  time  when  there  was  a  pos- 
sibility of  more  thoroughly  considering 
it,  he  would  be  able  to  mention  several 
cases  in  support  of  his  statement.     He 
would  be  able  to  show  the  extraordinary 
way  in  which  the  Purchase  Clauses  of 
the  Land  Act  had  been  administered. 
He  had  been  from  the  first,  even  before 
the  Land  Act  was  passed,  an  advocate 
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of  the  extension  of  ponsont  proprietary 
in  Ireland.  When  sitting  some  years 
ago,  immediately  behind  where  the  Prime 
Miuister  was  now  nitting,  speaking'  in 
support  of  a  Motion  for  a  Select  Com- 
mittee by  the  rijjht  hon.  Gentleman  the 
present  First  Commissioner  of  Works 
(Mi-.  Shaw  Lefevro) — then  an  unknown 
Member  of  the  House — lie  had  made 
the  suggestion  that  a  certflin  sum  of 
money  i-hould  be  applied  each  yeiir  to- 
wards the  solution  of  the  problem  of 
peasant  proprietary.  He  believed  he  had 
proposed  that  for  10  yeara  £1,000,000 
a-year  should  bo  applied  to  the  purpose. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  they  would  see 
wht-t'iertlie  plansucceeded.  £10,000,000 
would  not  have  been  much  to  have  spent, 
even  if  tlie  plan  was  a  failure,  whertius, 
if  the  experiment  had  turned  out  a  good 
one,  the  gain  would  have  been  very 
great.  But  the  Hou'e  of  Commons  in 
its  wisdom  would  not  listen  to  t)iat  8\s- 
tem.  What  was  now  going  on  in  Ire- 
laud  made  a  peasant  proi.rietary  imp'S 
Bible.  They  might  wish  for  it ;  but  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Pr  me  Minis- 
ter could  not  expi  ct,  not  only  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  lauillorda  in  Ireland — who 
had  been  forgotten  and  forsaken,  and, 
he  might  say,  trampled  upon  by  the  Go- 
vernment— but  in  tiie  interest  of  the 
mortgagees,  and  those  who  had  em- 
barked their  money  in  land  securities, 
that  9  or  10  years'  purchase  would 
be  accepted.  All  the  landowners  wanted 
was  to  have  a  fair  and  proper  mode  of 
sale.  He  did  not  say  thej'  wanted  to 
force  sales,  for  he  did  not  think  it  would 
be  right  to  do  that;  but  he  did  think 
the  majority  of  them  would  be  glad  to 
Bell  and  get  out  of  the  country  as  fa^t 
OS  they  could.  Whether  that  would  be 
good  for  the  country  ho  did  not  know — 
and  he  would  not  tell  hon.  Members 
below  the  Gangway  whether  ho  wa< 
leaving  or  not— but  he  would  tell  the 
Prime  Minister  this,  that  if  he  really 
wished  to  carry  out  the  Purchase  Clauses 
of  the  Act — ii  he  really  wished  to  bene- 
fit the  people  of  Ireland  by  tliese  clauses, 
if  he  really  wished  ti  ait  in  a  fair  and 
legitimate  manner  to  those  who  were 
interested  in  this  subject,  he  should  look 
into  the  matter.  If  be  would  look  into 
it,  he  would  see  that  the  Purchase  De- 
partment of  the  Land  Commission  was 
nut  carried  on  properly  by  those  gen- 
tlemen who  were  associated  with  it.  Ho 
assured  the  right  hou.  Goutlemau  Ihat., 


personally,  ho  had  not  a  single  word  to 
say  Again>t  the  gentlemen  who  had  to 
do  with  the  Purcliase  Department  of  the 
Land  Commission.  He  did  not  know 
them — he  had  only  seen  one  of  them, 
Mr.  O'Brien,  ones.  He  had,  however, 
watched  the  matter  very  carefully,  and 
had  thought  over  it,  and  he  wijs  per- 
fectly certain  that  the  idea  of  these  gen- 
tlemen WHS  thnt  it  was  their  business  to 
induce  the  tenants  to  give  as  little  as 
possible  for  the  land,  to  grind  down  the 
landlords  in  such  a  way  that  they  would 
accept,  under  duress,  the  smallest  sum 
of  money  to  turn  out.  In  support  of 
his  stutoment,  he  would  mention  one 
case — that  of  a  gentleman  who  he  knew 
could  be  trusted,  and  who  was  an  hon- 
oiiruble  man.  He  had  known  him  for 
many  yi-ars ;  but  he  had  not  been  in 
CoMimiinicHtion  witli  him  upon  this  mat- 
ter, and  he  had  the  facta  from  that  gen- 
tleman's solicitors.  Mr.  Arthur  Costello, 
a  member  of  one  of  the  oldest  families 
in  Mayo,  held  some  propertj'  in  a  wild 
district  where  the  Land  Longue  had  con- 
siderable authority,  and  during  two  or 
three  years  he  had  received  no  rent. 
Driven  into  a  corner,  his  mortgagees 
pres^(ing  him  hard,  be  asked  the  tenants 
if  they  would  purchase  their  holdings, 
and  after  some  negotiation  they  said 
they  would  give  him  16  years'  purchase. 
Would  any  hon.  Member  say  that  16 
years'  purchase  was  a  fair  sum  to  give 
lor  land  which  was  not  over-rented  ? — 
nnd  no  one  accused  Mr.  Costello  of  hav- 
ing over-rented.  The  tenants  were  pre- 
pared to  give  that,  and  they  applied  to 
the  Land  Commission  for  the  tvro- thirds 
of  the  money  required  which  they  were 
entitled  to  have  under  the  Laud  Act, 
they  being  prepared  to  provide  the  other 
ono-third.  In  the  cases  where  they 
were  not  prepared  to  put  down  the 
money  themselves,  the  local  bank  was 
ready  to  provide  it.  Could  there  be  a 
better  proof  that  the  security  was  good 
enough  for  the  Government  to  advance 
two-thirds,  when  the  local  bank— which 
was  only  a  branch  of  a  largur  bank — was 
prepared  to  advance  the  remaining  one- 
third  ?  The  Land  Commission  sent  down 
Mr.  Murrough  O'Brien,  nnd  the  result 
was  that  the  Land  Commission  told  the 
landlord  that  the}-  did  not  consider  the 
laud  worth  10  years'  purchase,  but  only 
\2  years'  purchase.  Were  Irish  land- 
birds  to  be  beaten  down  in  tliat  way  to 
12  yeai'b'   purchase?     Did    the  nobla 


1291 


Supply — Civil 


(COMMONS) 


Service  Estimatet. 


1293 


Marquess  (the  Marquess  of  Hartington) 
suppose  that  his  property,  or  the  pro- 
perty of  his  father,  -would  be  sold  at  12 
years'  purchase?  If  he  carried  this 
matter  to  a  Division,  no  doubt  the  noble 
Marquess  vould  vote  against  him  ;  but 
he  should  like  to  know  whether  the  Duke 
of  Devonshire's  property  would  be  sold 
on  those  terms?  In  Heaven's  name, 
•were  Irish  landlords  to  be  crushed  down 
in  that  way  ?  If  the  Government  were 
going  to  carry  out  their  Land  Purchase 
scheme,  they  must  put  fair  and  honest 
men  on  the  Land  Commission.  Having 
mentioned  Mr.  Murrough  O'Brien's 
name,  he  should  move  to  move  to  reduce 
this  Vote  by  the  sum  of  £750,  the  amount 
of  that  gentleman's  salary.  He  was  not 
going  to  impute  anything  dishonest  to 
Mr.  O'Brien,  for  he  believed  him  to  be 
as  honest  a  man  as  could  possibly  be  ; 
but  he  was  a  man  of  the  strongest  pos- 
sible political  opinions,  and  believed  that 
landlords  ought  to  be  brought  to  their 
knees  and  driven  out  of  Ireland.  He 
was,  therefore,  not  the  proper  person  to 
hold  the  position  he  was  now  in. 

Mk.  T.  a.  DICKSON  said,  Mr.  Mur- 
rough O'Brien  was  a  gentleman  whom 
he  did  not  know  by  sight.  "With  regard 
to  the  valuations  of  land  in  1874-5-6, 
he  must  say  that  during  those  years 
the  price  of  land  reached  a  very  high 
point  in  Ireland.  Mr.  O'Brien  valued 
the  Church  land ;  but  he  did  not  calcu- 
late the  tenants'  rights,  although  he  did 
estimate  the  tenants'  improvements. 
Since  he  did  that,  the  Church  Lands  Act 
liad  been  passed,  and  that  provided  that 
tenants'  improvements  should  be  ex- 
cluded, so  that  his  valuations  in  1874-5-6, 
of  24  and  26  years'  purchase,  included 
not  only  the  fee  simple  of  the  land,  but 
the  entire  improvements.  He  regretted 
deeply  that  tenants  should  have  had  to 

Eay  such  enormous  prices  for  land.  In 
is  own  county  they  had  had  to  pay  28 
and  even  80  years'  purchase,  and  they 
were  still  suffering  extreme  poverty. 
But  in  connection  with  the  remarks  upon 
Mr.  O'Brien,  they  must  take  into  consi- 
deration the  entirely  altered  circum- 
stances between  1874  and  1883,  when  he 
valued  under  the  Land  Act.  With  re- 
ference to  Mr.  M'Devitt,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Monaghan  (Mr.  Healy)  had 
stated  that  one  reason  why  that  gentle- 
man was  maintained  on  the  Land  Com- 
mission was  owing  to  speeches  he  had 
made  in  connection  with  the  contest  in 
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Tyrone  ;  but  he  was  not  aware  that  that 
gentleman  had  made  any  speech  in  con- 
nection with  that  contest.    With  regard 
to  Mr.  Wyllie,  he  believed  the  Land  Com- 
mission could  nothave  an  abler  lawyer  or  a 
more  upright  man  than  Mr  .Wyllie  in  con- 
nection with  the  work  of  the  Commis- 
sion ;  and  he  regretted  that  some  other 
men  were  to  be  removed  from  the  Com- 
mission.   He  had  inquired  as  to  their 
removal,  and  the  Explanation  was  that 
they  were  of  recent  appointment,  but 
were  to  be  displaced.      There  were  85 
in  all ;  but  55  must  go,  and  he  deeply 
regretted  that  men  like  these,  and  Mr. 
Maguire  and  others,  had  been  removed. 
With  respect  to  the  Appeal  Court,  he 
had  looked  carefully  into  their  decisions, 
and  he  would  undertake  to  say  that  the 
variations  in  the  rents  fixed  by  the  Com- 
missioners, and  confirmed  by  the  Appeal 
Court,  would  not  amount  to  £1,000  all 
round.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for 
Dublin  County  (Colonel  King-Harman) 
had  referred  to  the  Purchase  Clauses  for 
small  improvements.    No  one  regretted 
more   than    he   did   that  the  Govern- 
ment had  allowed  the  Purchase  Clauses 
Bill  to  fall  through.     That  was  a  great 
loss  to  Ireland ;  and  he  thought  that,  no 
matter  what  might  have  been  the  di£S- 
culties  of  the  Session,  the  Gtovemment 
ought  to  have  passed,  at  least,  some  of 
the  clauses  of  that  Bill.    That  would 
have  given  gfreat  relief  to  the  state  of 
affairs  in   Ireland,  and  he  only  hoped 
that  one  of  the  firat  things  the  Govern- 
ment would  do  next  Session  would  be  to 
reintroduce  that  Bill. 

Colonel  KING-HAEMAN  said,  he 
believed  that  hon.  Members  on  both 
sides  were  in  favour  of  promoting  the 
efficacy  of  the  scheme  for  purchasing 
land  in  Ireland ;  but  he  considered  the 
Bill  as  it  stood  inefficacious.  He  did 
not  wish  to  cast  any  reflection  on  Mr. 
Murrough  O'Brien;  and  what  he  wanted 
to  imply  by  his  Motion  was  that  the 
Purchase  Clauses  ought  to  be  most  care- 
fully considered  during  the  Becess,  so 
that  a  really  useful  measure  might 
be  brought  in,  and  not  a  Party  mea- 
sure. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £82,680  (in- 
cinding  a  Supplementary  sum  of  £26,340),  be 
grantM  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
neceaaarjr  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  Slst  day  of  March  1885,  for  the  Salaries  and 
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Expensps  of  the  OlEco  of  tho  Irish  Land  Com- 
mUBion." — (^Cctonel  Kiiisz-Uarman.) 

Mu.  IvENNY said,  he  thought  thohon. 
and  gallant  Mombor  forOork  County  (Co- 
lonel Colthurst)  had  done  well  in  point- 
ing out  that  the  average  of  Mr.  O'Brien's 
valuations  for  the  Church  Commissiou 
was  22J  years'  purchase.  Those  might 
be  taken  as  representing  the  landlords' 
interest ;  but  smco  then  there  had  been 
agricultural  depression,  and  that  had 
brought  down  the  value  of  land  consi- 
derably, and  also  tho  landlords'  interest 
iu  the  land.  He,  for  one,  entirely  dis- 
agreed with  the  Motion  to  reduce  the 
Vote  by  Mr.  O'Brien's  salary,  believing 
that  when  that  gentleman  fixed  the 
landlords'  interest  in  the  land  in  Ireland 
at  only  10  or  12  years,  or,  at  the  outside, 
14  years'  purchase,  he  fixed  a  fair  level. 
He  wished  now  to  call  attention  to  the 
present  position  of  the  Commissioners. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  the 
County  of  Dublin  (Colonel  Kiug-Har- 
man]  had  said  the  original  appointments 
of  the  Sub-Commissioners  were  not  to  be 
found  fault  with  ;  but  that  subsequent 
appointments  were  extremely  bad.  It 
was  a  remarkable  thing  that  a  Gentle- 
man sitting  on  the  lauiUords'  Benches 
should  not  have  made  himself  acquainted 
with  the  practice  in  regard  to  these  ap- 
pointments; and  it  so  happened  that  the 
reductions  made  by  the  original  Sub- 
Commissioners  were  considerably  greater 
than  those  made  by  the  subsequent  Sub- 
Commissioners.  He  was,  therefore, 
surprised  to  hear  that  the  subsequent 
Sub-Commissioners  were  not  so  satisfac- 
tory as  the  original  Sub-Commissioners. 
It  had  been  stated  that  tho  Sub-Com- 
missioners who  were  not  to  remain,  had 
been  discontinued  because  their  ap- 
pointment was  of  more  recent  date ;  but 
whoever  had  informed  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman,  he  could  not  agree 
that  these  Sub-Commissiouers  were  dis- 
continued simply  because  their  appoint- 
ments were  of  more  recent  date  than  the 
appointments  of  those  who  were  to  be 
continued.  Ho  had  a  List  of  the  dates  of 
the  appointments  of  those  who  were  to 
be  continued,  and  also  of  those  who  were 
to  be  discontinued ;  and  he  found  that 
one  of  the  gentlemen,  Mr.  Davidson, 
who  was  discontinued,  was  appointed  in 
November,  ItiSl,  and  tho  foot  that  he 
was  one  of  the  first  who  received  an  ap- 
pointment, showed  that  the  date  of  bis 
appuiutment  had  aolhiug   whatever  to 


do  with  his  discontinuance.  He  was 
well  known  to  bo  a  fair  man  and  a  friend 
of  the  tenants,  and  that,  perhaps,  had 
more  to  do  with  his  dismissal  than  the 
mere  date  of  his  appointment.  Then 
he  found  that  of  six  Sub-Commissionera 
who  wero  appointed  in  December,  1881, 
four  had  been  retained,  Mr.  Wyllie 
being  one  of  the  number  appointed  at 
that  time.  He  would  like  to  know  why 
that  gentleman  had  been  discontinued  ? 
Again,  while  the  Legal  Commissioners 
appointed  since  then  had  been  con- 
tinued, none  of  the  Legal  Commis- 
sioners appointed  in  April,  1882,  were 
now  on  the  Commission.  Of  the  non- 
Legal  Commissioners  appointed  in  1881, 
three  had  been  dismissed,  and  six  con- 
tinued ;  and  it  was  a  singular  thing  that 
all  those  gentlemen  who  were  appointed 
in  1881,  and  had  been  now  continued, 
were  all  gentlemen  who  notoriously 
sympathized  with  the  landlords. 

CoLONix  KINQ-HARMAN  rose  to 
Order,  and  asked  whether  it  was  right 
for  an  hon.  Gentleman  to  say  that 
Judges  appointed  by  the  Government — 
although  they  were  not  sworn  Judges — 
were  notoriously  in  favour  of  the  land- 
lords, and  sympathized  with  any  one 
class  ? 

The  CHAIEMAN  :  The  observation 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  reach  my 
ear.  If  the  hon.  Gentleman  spoke  in  any 
way  disrespectfully  of  the  Judges,  that 
would  be  very  improper. 

Colonel  laNCi-HAHMAN  said,  he 
would  quote  the  words  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber. He  said  "the  Judges  who  were  re- 
appointed to  the  Land  Commission  were 
notoriously  sj-mpathizers  with  the  land- 
lords," implying  that  they  were  corrupt. 

Mb.  KENNY  challenged  the  accuracy 
of  the  hon.andgallantGentleman'sstato- 
ment.  He  had  not  implied  that  these 
gentlemen  who  had  been  reappointed 
were  corrupt. 

OoLo.vEL  KING-HABMAN  said,  he 
was  speaking  of  the  gentlemen  who  had 
not  been  reappointed. 

Mh.  KENN  Y  said,  the  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Gentleman  had  entirely  mistaken 
him,  because  his  contention  was  not 
that  the  gentlemen  who  had  been  re- 
appointed were  gentlemen  who  acted 
unfairly,  but  simply  that  they  were 
sympathizers  with  the  landlords.  He 
was  endeavoui-isg  to  show  the  Committee 
that  a  number  of  gentlemen  had  been 
continued  on  the  Commissioa  as  Sub- 
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Commissioners  not  berause,  as  had  been 
stated  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Tyrone  ■ 
(Mr.  T.  A.  Dickson),  of  the  date  of  their 
original  appointment,  but  simply  be- 
cause their  reappointment  or  non-reap- 
pointment  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
the  Chief  Commissioners,  they  being 
gentlemen  who  sympathized  with  the 
landlords,  and  who  recommended  gen- 
tlemen for  appointment  who  were  of 
their  own  way  of  thinking. 

Colonel  KING-HA.EMAN  again  rose 
to  Order,  and  said  the  hon.  Gentleman 
was  repeating  what  he  had  previously 
stated,  and  asked  whether  the  hon. 
Member  was  in  Order? 

The  CHAIRMAN:  I  think  it  will 
be  better  for  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gen- 
tleman to  reply  to  these  observations, 
and  explain  his  views,  when  the  hon. 
Member  for  Ennis  has  concluded 

Me.  KENNY,  resuming,  asked  for 
the  protection  of  the  Chairman  against 
the  interruptions  of  the  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Gentleman.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  had  grown  suddenly  very  fas- 
tidious as  to  the  use  of  Parliamentary 
language,  and  a  few  minutes  after  ac- 
cusing Gentlemen  of  being  "murderers," 
it  was  strange  that  he  should  carp  at  his 
language.  With  regard  to  the  Land 
Commissioners,  the  Lay  Commissioners 
were  not  entitled  to  associate  with  the 
Legal  Commissioners  in.  the  decision  of 
legal  points ;  but  he  thought  that  if  the 
law  was  fairly  interpreted,  they  were 
entitled  to  associate  with  the  Legal 
Commissioners  in  the  decisions  of  such 
points.  Under  the  Land  Act,  he  be- 
lieved, it  might  fairly  be  assumed  that 
the  Lay  Commissioners,  instead  of  being 
virtually  merely  valuers,  as  they  now 
were,  and  entitled  only  to  consult  with 
the  Legal  Commissioners  on  questions 
purely  as  to  the  value  of  land,  were  as 
much  entitled  to  consult  with  them  on 
other  points  which  arose  as  the  Legal 
Commissioners  to  consult  with  the  Chief 
Commissioner,  Mr.  Justice  O'Hagan. 
The  present  composition  of  the  Ijand 
Court  and  theSub-Commissioners' Courts 
was  very  different  now  from  what  it  was 
at  first,  the  plan  of  attaching  mere 
valuers  to  each  Court  having  been  found 
to  work  badly,  and  having,  therefore,  to 
be  discontinued.  But  he  feared  that, 
under  the  present  arrangements,  the 
non-Legal  Commissioners  were  little 
better  than  the  ojficial  Valuers  originally 
appointed  in  1882,  and  he  thought  that 
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if  they  were  deprived  of  the  right  to 
consult  with  the  Legal  Commissioners, 
tiie  same  state  of  things  would  come 
about,  and  the  same  state  of  dissatisfao* 
tion  which  arose  before  would  recur,  and, 
in  like  manner,  the  non-Legal  Commis- 
sioners would  have  to  be  discontinued. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Cork 
County  ( Colonel  Colthurst)  had  called  at- 
tention to  the  manner  in  which  orders  for 
the  erection  of  iabourers'  cottages,  made 
out^by  the  Sub-Commissioners,  had  beea 
disregarded.  An  Order  had  been  made 
for  a  Beturn  showing  the  number  of 
such  orders,  and  he  wished  to  ask  whe- 
ther the  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland 
would  be  able  to  include  anything  like 
an  accurate  estimate  of  the  orders  that 
had  been  complied  with?  If  all  the 
orders  of  the  Sub- Commissioners  for  the 
erection  of  labourers'  cottages  had  been 
complied  with,  the  necessity  for  a  sham 
Labourers'  Act  would  have  been  ob- 
viated. The  number  of  orders  that  had 
been  made  by  the  Sub-Commissioners 
was  also,  he  thought,  below  the  number 
that  ought  to  have  been  made ;  and  that 
was  so  apparent  to  the  Chief  Commis- 
sioaers  that,  he  believed,  twice,  if  not 
three  times,  new  orders  had  been  issued 
for  the  direction  of  the  Sub-Commis- 
sioners who  had  drawn  attention  to  the 
matter.  He  hoped  the  recommendations 
made  by  the  Chief  Commissioners  upon 
this  matter  would  not  be  lost  sight  of. 
But  there  was  another  point  in  relation 
to  this  Vote  to  which  he  would,  in  a  few 
words,  call  the  attention  of  the  Commit- 
tee, and  that  was  with  regard  to  the 
effects  of  the  operation  of  the  Act  in 
respect  to  the  leaseholders.  This  was  a 
question  of  particular  importance  ;  and 
although  he  did  not  propose  to  discuss 
it  at  length,  he  could  not  but  express 
his  great  regret  that  when  the  Land  Bill 
of  1881  was  introduced  in  two  successive 
Sessions  in  that  House  it  had  been  re- 
jected by  enormous  majorities,  and  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  although 
some  of  their  Irish  Legal  Advisers  had 
a  contrary  opinion,  should  have  gone  in 
the  face  of  the  almost  unanimous  desire 
of  the  Irish  Members,  and  concurred  in 
the  rejection  of  that  salutary  proposal  to 
amend  the  law.  He  sincerely  trusted 
that  when  the  question  of  the  admission 
of  the  labourers  to  the  benefits  of  the 
Land  Act  was  again  brought  forward  in 
that  House,  another  and  a  better  state 
of  feeling  would  have  arisen,  and  that 
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those  who  niiftht  be  in  power  at  the  time 
would  see  their  wiiy  to  the  aic^ptance  of 
the  I'C'Commendntioas  of  the  Commis- 
aioners  of  the  Irish  Land  Act.  There 
was  another  point  to  which  he  would 
also  call  attention,  and  that  was  to  the 
enormous  incroaso  that  had  lakc-n  ])lace 
in  the  number  of  appeals  from  the  8ub- 
Commissioners'  decisions.  The  appeals 
in  the  Chief  Coinniisaioners'  Court  num- 
bered altogether  something  like  17,000, 
and  the  number  remaining  was  about 
11,000.  At  this  rate  of  progress,  it  was 
quite  evident  that  the  number  of  ap- 
peals to  the  Chief  Commissioners,  unless 
some  additional  machinery  were  brought 
into  play,  would  not  be  disposed  of  for 
a  great  many  years  to  come,  and  that, 
in  point  of  fact,  the  statutory  term  under 
the  Land  Act  would  almost  have  e.vpired 
before  that  result  could  be  achieved. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Monaghan  (Mr. 
Healy)  had  called  attention  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  these  decisions  were  given. 
He  had  stated  that  in  about  19  out  of 
every  20  appeals  the  rent  had  been 
raised.  He  might  say,  with  uU  defer- 
ence to  his  hon.  Friend,  that  this  esti- 
mate was  accurate  to  this  extent — that 
in  19  out  of  20  appoals  which  had 
originated  with  the  landlords  the  rents 
had  been  raised.  If,  in  connection  with 
this  point,  the  number  of  appeals  b}'  the 
tenants  were  taken  into  consideration, 
he  was  disposed  to  think  that  the  esti- 
mate of  his  hon.  Friend  was  by  no  moans 
inaccurate.  He  had  noticed  that,  in  a  great 
many  instances,  the  amount  to  which  the 
rents  fixed  by  the  Sub-Commissiouers 
had  been  raised  had  been  extremely 
ridiculous.  Ho  knew  instances  in  which 
something  like  nu  increase  of  6«.  on  a 
rental  of  £20  had  been  made.  In  looking 
over  iheopinions  that  had  been  from  time 
to  time  expressed  before  the  deiision  of 
the  House  of  Lords  by  some  of  the  Chief 
Commissioners,  he  round  that  it  had 
been  laid  down  by  thorn  that  changes 
should  not  be  made  on  the  granting  of 
leases  by  Suli-Cummis^ioners,  unless  the 
Court  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  rent 
fixed  by  the  Sub-CommisMoners  was 
fiubstantially  wrong.  But,  instead  of 
this  principle  having  been  adhered  to, 
they  found  that  the  Chief  Com  mission  era 
had  gone  down  into  the  country  and  made 
changes  in  the  rent  that  were  of  so 
trifling  a  character  as  to  be  merely 
vexatious.  What  object,  he  asked,  could 
the  Chief  Comwissiouers  have  in  making 


these  trivial  alterations?  It  was  always 
an  invidious  thing  to  attribute  motives; 
but  one  thing  was  quite  certain,  and 
that  was  that,  whatever  the  motive  of  the 
Chief  Commissioners  might  have  been, 
the  effect  of  these  alterations  on  their 
part  had  been  to  stimulate  the  number 
of  appeals,  and  to  encourage  the  land- 
lords throughout  the  country  to  rush  into 
the  Appeal  Court,  in  the  hope  that  their 
rents  would  be,  at  least,  slightly  raised, 
they  being  well  aware  that  the  tenants, 
in  a  great  number  of  instances,  were  too 
poor  to  be  able  to  appear  with  advantage 
in  the  Court  of  Appeal.  There  was  an- 
other point,  and  it  was  one  of  the  few 
that  had  been  advanced  by  the  hon.  and 
gallaut  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 
Coimty  of  Dublin  (Colonel  King-Har- 
man)  in  which  he  agreed,  and  that  was 
that,  iu  a  large  nuuiber  of  instances, 
the  greater  the  rack-renter,  the  better 
off  was  the  landlord  likely  to  be  whea 
be  came  into  Court.  He  had  known  in- 
stances in  which  the  rent  charged  had 
been  six  times  the  valuation  put  upoa 
the  holding,  and  in  which  it  had  been 
reduced  to  three  times  the  viiluation, 
and  he  ventured  to  think  that  if,  in  the 
first  instanct).  it  had  only  been  three 
times  the  valu.-vtion,  it  would  have  been 
reduced  to  the  actual  valuation,  or  to 
something  very  near  it.  This  was  the 
state  of  things  which  practically  pre- 
vailed all  over  the  country,  and  it  was 
notoriously  true  in  the  cnao  of  those  who 
had  only  in  very  recent  times  become 
the  owners  of  land  which  had  been 
chiefly  purchased  through  the  medium 
of  the  Liinded  Estates  Courts,  and  who 
had  raised  the  rents  so  as  to  give  them- 
selves a  dividend  of  5  or  10  per  cent  on 
the  outlay  they  had  made,  purely  from 
selfish  motives,  and  who  ought  to  have 
those  rents  reduced  proportionably  to 
the  merits  of  the  case.  There  wore  a 
few  points  in  the  Vote  which  were  more 
in  the  shape  of  mere  matters  of  figures, 
to  which  he  desired  briefly  to  d'rcct  the 
attention  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury. He  found  on  Page  289,  which 
gave  the  details  of  the  summary  of  the 
Vote,  that  there  was  one  accountant  who 
had  a  salary  of  £6IU  per  annum.  He 
wished  to  point  out  that  the  minimum 
figure  was  £G00,  and  that  the  annual 
increment  of  the  income  was  £25  ;  con- 
sequently, ho  was  unable  to  see  how  it 
was  possible  that  the  salary  could  be 
XGIO,  unless  the  person  in  receipt  of  it 
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had  commenced  at  that  figure?  There 
was  also  a  number  of  other  inaccuracies 
noticeable  throughout  the  details  of  the 
Estimate.  For  instance,  there  was  a 
sum  of  £333  put  down  as  the  salary  of 
an  agency  clerk.  Now,  in  that  case,  the 
minimum  salary  was  £300,  and  the  an- 
nual increment  £15.  That  being  so,  he 
failed  to  see  how  it  was  possible  for  the 
figure  of  £333  to  be  reached.  Then 
there  was  an  item  imder  the  head  of 
Deputy  Superintendent  of  Church  Pro- 
perty, and  his  salary  was  stated  at  £255. 
The  minimum,  according  to  the  Table 
given,  was  £350.  There  were  other  and 
similar  instances  running  through  the 
page,  and  he  hoped  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  would  be 
able  to  state  how  it  was  that  these  inac- 
curacies occurred  ? 

Me.  COURTNEY  said,  he  could  at 
once  explain  the  apparent  discrepancies 
pointed  out  by  the  hon.  Gentleman.  The 
accountant  referred  to  was  appointed  on 
some  date  such  as  the  1st  of  January, 
and  his  salary  would  be  £600  for  the 
year  ending  on  the  Ist  of  January  fol- 
lowing. The  Estimate,  however,  gave 
the  salary  for  the  official  year  from 
the  1st  of  April  to  the  Ist  of  April  fol- 
lowing, and  the  salary  of  the  officer  from 
the  1st  of  April  to  the  Ist  of  January — 
or  whatever  the  date  might  be-^would 
be  at  the  rate  of  £600  per  annum,  and 
would  then  begin  to  run  at  the  rate  of 
£625  per  annum,  so  that  the  sum  payable 
from  April  to  April  would  be  £610,  as 
stated  in  the  Estimates.  The  other  diffe- 
rences referred  to  were  to  be  accounted 
for  in  the  same  way. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  said,  he 
did  not  wish  to  detain  the  Committee 
more  than  a  few  minutes  longer.  There 
was,  however,  one  point  with  regard  to 
the  action  of  the  Land  Commission  in 
his  own  constitency  which  he  desired  to 
mention.  He  referred  to  the  action  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Walpole,  one  of  the  As- 
sistant Commissioners.  In  the  district 
in  which  that  individual  was  best  known 
the  idea  of  retaining  him  upon  the  Com- 
mission was  regarded  with  anything  but 
favour.  He  was  a  man  who,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  the  people  of  that  district,  was 
utterly  unfit  for  the  post  he  held.  His 
relations  to  his  own  tenants  had  been 
of  the  most  unsatisfactory  description. 
He  was  a  man  who,  some  five  or  six 
years  ago,  had  foisted  on  one  of  those 
'tenants,  a  man  named  Higgins — an  ig^o- 

Mr.  Kennjf 


rant  man  —  an  agreement  for  a  lease, 
which,  however,  had  never  been  exe- 
cuted, the  terms  of  that  agreement  being 
of  an  exceptionally  hard  and  aggreBBive 
character.  The  yearly  rent  was  £15, 
and  the  value  of  the  holding  was  only 
£8  per  annum.  The  first  clause  of  the 
agreement  was  against  burning  any- 
thing but  bog,  and  the  penalty  was 
£25  per  acre.  The  next  was  against 
disposing  of  turf,  and  the  next  against 
cutting  timber,  the  penalty  being  £1 
per  acre.  In  consideration  of  liberty  to 
reclaim  the  bog,  which  was  very  much 
to  the  benefit  of  the  landlord,  the  tenant 
was  required  to  forfeit  all  right  to  com- 
pensation under  the  Land  Act  of  1870, 
or  any  other  Act  which  might  be  passed. 
The  other  clauses  of  the  lease  were  also 
particularly  hard;  but  that  which  was 
to  exclude  the  tenant  from  the  benefit  of 
the  Act  of  1870,  which  had  been  passed, 
and  any  other  Act  which  might  be 
passed  for  the  relief  of  the  tenant, 
showed  the  kind  of  man  the  landlord 
was.  The  tenant  refused  to  execute  the 
lease  or  any  other  with  such  covenants. 
But  Mr.  Walpole  handed  the  man  a 
draft  agreement,  and  gave  him  to  un- 
derstand that  those  were  the  terms  on 
which  he  was  to  hold,  and  no  other.  A 
short  time  afterwards,  the  land  of  the 
tenant  being  practically  at  the  mercy  of 
the  landlord,  he  added  some  acre  and 
a-half  to  the  holding,  and  at  once  raised 
the  total  valuation  to  £10,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  raised  the  rent  by  £4, 
making  the  total  £19.  When  the  tenant 
applied  to  the  Assistant  Land  Commis- 
sioners, he  was  met  by  the  alleged 
agreement,  and  although  he  repudiated 
it  and  had  never  signed  it,  and  although 
the  draft  agreement  was  never  dated, 
the  case  was  decided  against  him  on  the 
assertion  of  the  Assistant  Commissioner 
landlord.  The  tenant  took  the  case  to 
the  Land  Commissioners  themselves, 
and  they  in  turn  refused  him  any  relief. 
This  was  only  one  illustration  of  the 
treatment  Mr.  Walpole's  tenants  had 
received  at  his  hands,  and  it  was  not  to 
be  wondered  at  that,  under  these  circum- 
stances, the  tenants  generally  through- 
out Ireland  should  regard  him  as  a  man 
from  whom  they  were  not  likely  to  meet 
with  even-handed  justice.  So  much  with 
regard  to  Mr.  Assistant  Commissioner 
Walpole.  The  next  matter  to  which  he 
desired  to  call  the.  attention  of  the  Chief 
Secretary  was  one  with  regard  to  which. 
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ho  thought  he  should  be  able,  at  least, 
to  c^cito  the  surprise  of  tlie  right  hon. 
GeDtlonian.  In  order  not  to  make  the 
Btory  too  long,  ho  would  confine  him- 
self to  tho  reading  of  n  short  statement 
which  ho  had  received  from  the  tenant 
whose  interests  were  affected.  The  ten- 
ant was  a  Mr.  George  Hetherington, 
and  ho  said — 

"  I  served  an  originating  notice  in  time  for 
the  first  sitting  of  tho  Land  Cunrt  under  the 
Act  of  1881,  and  my  case  was  listed  for  hear- 
ing at  Jlarvborough  in  July,  1S83,  when  the 
Court  diunissod  the  coae  owing  to  Sirs.  I)ix  " — 
who  was  the  landlord— "being  a  middle  land- 
lord, aud  having  only  a  prolit  rent  of  about  £7 
per  year." 

Some  years  ago,  there  was  a  very  cele- 
brated series  of  letters  written  by  a  gen- 
tleman M'ho  was  now  a  County  Court 
Judge  in  Ireland,  and  who  acted  as 
Special  Commisaioner  for  The  Timet,  in 
regard  to  tho  Land  Question  in  Ireland. 
That  gentleman  devoted  a  couaidorable 
portion  of  those  letters  to  the  task  of 
showing  that  the  great  curse  of  Ireland 
at  that  time  was  the  middleman  land- 
lord. What  he  then  said  about  tho 
middleman  landlord  was  perfectly  true. 
Well,  Mi-8.  DIx  was  in  the  position  of  a 
middleman  landlord,  and  she  drew  only 
£7  profit  out  of  the  particular  holding 
referred  to.  Mr.  Hetherington  wont  on 
to  say  that — 

"  The  Suh-ComnuBsioners  refuged  to  come  out 
and  inspect  my  form,  although  X  am  paying  u 
rent  of  £165  per  year  for  03  Irish  acres,  the 
Poor  Liiw  valuation  of  which  is  £80  per  annum, 
£20  of  this  being  for  buildings,  leaving  tho  do- 
Temment  valuation  of  tho  laud  only  £00.  Mr 
valuator,  Mr.  William  Orange,  auctioneer  and 
land  valuator  of  Purtarliagton,  valued  the  farm 
at  £81  odd,  to  which  valuation  he  swore  at 
Maryborough.  I  lodged  an  appeal  against  the 
decision  of  the  Sub-Commissioners,  which  was 
heard  before  the  liend  Commissioners  in  Dublin 
on  the  luth  of  Juno  liuit,  after  two  years'  wait- 
ing, and  then  they  divided  it  in  the  same  way 
as  tho  Sub-C'ommissiooerB  iu  Maryborough  in 
July,  1883.  Tho  Sub  and  Head  Commia- 
sioners  aU  admitted  that  my  rent  was  too 
high  ;  but,  owing  to  the  small  profit,  they  said 
they  could  not  think  of  reducing  tho  rent.  I 
was  under  the  impression  the  Act  was  passed 
to  gi»e  redress  to  tenants  who  paid  exorbitant 
rents,  irrespective  of  how  their  landlords  held 
their  holdings  or  what  head  rent  they  paid ; 
and  if  such  is  not  tho  case,  I  hope  you  will 
bring  this  deieot  in  the  Act  under  the  no- 
tice of  the  Legislature  with  the  rinw  of  having 
it  redressed.    Hereaml,  •:        '  ile  tenant, 

paying  a  rent  of  nearly  1  i   over  the 

Government  valuation,  auU .....  own  prac- 
tical valuliir  swore  it  was  worth,  and  because 
my  landlady  hi/lda  89  a  middle  one,  I  must  con- 
tinue to  be  rack-rented  without  reUreM." 


This  was  tho  statement  of  Mr.  George 
Hetherington  ;  but  he  had  had  confirma- 
tion of  the  story  from  quarters  alto- 
gether independent  of  the  tenant.  He 
thought  tho  Committee  would  agree 
with  him  that  anything  more  monstrous 
than  what  had  happened  in  this  case 
could  hardly  be  imagined.  Here  was  a 
Tribunal  that  had  been  established  for 
the  purpose  of  fising,  when  necessary, 
what  was  a  fair  rent.  The  Sub-Com- 
missioners admitted  that  the  rent  de- 
manded was  not  a  fair  rent ;  but  they 
found  that  if  thoy  reduced  it  the  middle- 
man would  hold  the  land  ut  a  loss,  and, 
tht-reforo,  they  who  were  appointed  to 
look  after  the  interests  of  the  tenant,  re- 
fusod  to  make  any  reduction,  but  left 
the  tenant  to  pay  a  rental  which  thoy 
thomsolvos  acknowledged  to  bo  exorbi- 
tantly high.  This  finding  of  the  Assis- 
tant Commissioners  was  upheld  by  the 
Chief  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Court. 
Under  these  circumstances,  he  should  be 
disposed  to  support  a  Motion  for  the  re- 
duction of  tho  Vote ;  but,  of  course,  he 
could  nut  think  of  giving  his  support  to 
that  which  had  been  moved  by  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  for  the  County  of 
Dublin  (Colonel  Kiug-Harraan)  in  his 
interesting  and  singularly  sober  state- 
ment,which  was  ciilculated  to  attract  the 
attention  of  all  who  heard  it,  and  which 
had  led  him  (Mr.  A.  O'Connor)  to  look 
into  the  record  of  the  Land  Commission, 
which  he  held  in  hand,  to  seo  how  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  had  himself 
fared  at  tho  hands  of  the  Land  Tribunal 
against  his  own  tenants  in  support  of 
appeals ;  but  as  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  was  no  longer  in  his  place,  he 
would  not  further  n^fer  to  that  matter. 
He  must  say,  however,  that  he  could 
not  undei-stand  the  ground  on  which  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  had  moved 
to  reduce  the  Vote,  except  it  was  that 
he  objected  to  Mr.  Murrough  O'Brien, 
because  he  had  nut  thought  the  land 
was  worth  as  many  years'  purchase  aa 
tho  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  had 
estimated  it  to  bo  worth.  He  (Mr.  A. 
O'Connor)  trusted  that  some  Official  on 
the  Treasury  Bench  would  give  the  Com- 
mittee an  undertaking  that  the  state- 
ment he  had  read,  as  having  been 
written  by  Mr.  George  Hetherington, 
of  Balliutougher  House,  Monasterevan, 
would  receive  some  coneideration  at 
the  hands  of  Her  Majesty's  Goveru- 
meut. 
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Mr.  TREVELTAN  said,  if  the  hon. 
Member  for  Queen's  County  would  put 
hia  request  in  reference  to  the  Land 
Commission  in  the  form  of  a  Question,  it 
would  be  much  better,  because,  when 
applications  for  opinions  on  particular 
cases  had  to  be  taken  from  the  Parlia- 
mentary Beports  taken  in  that  House, 
the  result  was  not  always  so  satisfactory 
as  hon.  Members  might  wish.  With 
regard  to  the  remarks  the  hon.  Member 
had  made  in  reference  to  Mr.  Walpole, 
he  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  had  been  informed 
that  the  rent  at  which  the  tenant  alluded 
to  sat  was  actually  £5  less  than  the  rent 
Mr.  Walpole  paid  the  head  landlord. 

Mr.  AEXHUE  O'CONNOR:  What 
has  that  to  do  with  it  ? 

Mr.  trevelyan  said,  it  had  this 
.to  do  with  it,  that  when  Mr.  Walpole 
proposed  an  agreement  to  a  tenant  hold- 
ing under  him,  giying  him  a  farm  at  a 
rental  of  £5  less  than  he  himself  was 
paying  to  the  head  landlord,  it  was  not 
unnatural  that  he  should  ask  for  and 
expect  some  concession  on  the  part  of 
the  tenant.  This,  therefore,  was  a 
matter  that  had  to  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration when  the  Committee  were 
asked  to  criticize  the  tfrms  of  an  agree- 
ment Mr.  Walpole  had  made  with  one 
of  his  tenants.  When  the  agreement  in 
question  was  referred  to  the  Sub- Com- 
mission, the  Sub-Commissioners  decided 
that  it  should  stand,  and  after  that  it 
was  confirmed  by  the  Court.  The  ob- 
Bervations  he  should  hare  made  in  an- 
swer to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 
County  of  Dublin  (Colonel  King-Har- 
man)  he  did  not  now  think  there  was 
any  occasion  for  him  to  make ;  but  he 
believed  he  should  have  been  able,  had 
it  been  necessary,  to  have  put  a  very 
different  face  on  the  case  from  that 
which  had  been  put  upon  it  by  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member.  He  was  bound, 
however,  to  say,  in  justice  to  Mr.  Mur- 
rough  O'Brien,  that  he  had  found  in  the 
case  referred  to  that  where  that  gentle- 
man had  sanctioned  the  sale  to  the 
tenant,  the  purchase  was  at  the  rate  of 
20  years'  purchase.  The  real  diflSculty 
.  in  those  cases  was  that  the  tenant  was 
unwilling  to  give  the  uO  years'  purchase 
which  the  hon.  and  gaUaut  Member  had 
put  as  the  standard.  Mr.  Murrough 
O'Brien  had  been  considered  as  rather 
an  enthusiast  in  favour  of  the  peasant 
proprietor,  and  not  one  who  would  be 


likely  to  throw  any  difficulty  in  his  way. 
With  regard  to  what  had  been  said  bv 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Cork 
(Colonel  Colthurst),  he  (Mr.  Trerelyan) 
thought  it  a  very  good  suggestion  that 
the  Local  Q-ovemment  Board  should  call 
the  attention  of  the  Boards  of  Guardians 
to  the  powers  given  under  the  Labourers' 
Act. 

Mr.  gray  said,  the  speech  just  made 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  certainly  seemed  to  him  a 
marvellous  piece  of  logic.  The  argu- 
ment of  the  right  bon.  Gentleman 
seemed  to  point  to  this — that  if  the 
tenant  paid  a  rack  rent  it  was  right  that 
he  should  continue  to  pay  it,  iiowever 
exorbitant  it  might  be,  if  it  so  happened 
that,  in  consequence  of  any  reduction  in 
that  rental,  the  intermediate  holder  as 
between  the  landlord  and  the  tenant  in 
occupation  would  be  compelled  to  pay 
more  than  he  was  liimself  receiving. 
This,  putting  it  shortly,  was  the  argu- 
ment which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  putting  before  the  Committee  as 
applicable  to  all  cases  where  it  was  said 
that  the  tenant  was  paying  £5,  or  any 
other  sum.  less  than  the  middle  landlord 
was  paying.  When  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman was  interrupted  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Queen's  Oounty  (Mr.  A. 
O'Connor),  who  had  very  pertinently 
asked,  "What  has  that  to  do  with  it  ?  " 
he  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  had  emphasized  his 
argument  by  saying  he  thought  it  had  a 
great  deal  to  do  with  it ;  so  that,  accord- 
ing to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  view, 
the  immediate  occupier  ought  not  to  be 
relieved  of  the  rack  rent  in  any  case  in 
which  the  giving  of  such  relief  would 
injuriously  affect  the  interests  of  the 
middle  landlord.  If  the  Chief  Secretary 
wished  to  initiate  the  very  extraordinary 
principle  that  the  payment  of  a  fair  rent 
was  not  to  apply  fully  if  it  were  found 
to  be  injurious  to  the  middleman,  he 
would  be  going  entirely  outside  the 
principle  of  the  Land  Act,  and  leaving 
untouched  an  evil  which  the  Land  Act 
was  intended  to  remedy.  The  statement 
just  made  by  the  Chief  Secretary  was  a 
very  serious  one,  and  he  ought  either 
to  make  his  meaning  quite  clear,  or  else 
to  qualify  what  he  had  been  saying. 
There  was  one  point  which  he  (Mr. 
Gray)  wished  to  put  to  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury.  A 
case  was  recently  tried  before  Chief 
Justice  Morris.    It  was  a  case  in  which 
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one  of  the  partiefl,  named  Bronifield, 
■was  a  tenant  of  Lord  Congloton.  The 
point  was  this — whether  the  Loldpr 
of  a  lease  could  nit  claim  the  full 
benefit  of  the  Land  Act,  except  where 
the  entire  land  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  immediate  Icsaee.  The  case  of 
the  tenant  Biomtield  was  as  fuUowa : 
— lie  got  a  lease  in  the  year  1880 
from  Lord  Congloton,  and  was  mid- 
dlomao  as  rogiirdud  the  entire  pro- 
perty, which  was  all  occupied  by  sub- 
tenants. A  good  deal  of  the  land  fell 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  sub-tenants  at 
that  time,  owing  to  death  and  other 
causes,  and  came  into  the  hands  of 
Bromfield's  father  and  Bromfield  him- 
self. But,  when  his  lease  was  almost 
expired,  he  had  to  consider  whether  lie 
■would  evict  all  the  sub-tenants  or  leave 
them  alone.  Ho  adopted  the  plan  of 
leaving  them  alone.  The  sub-tenants 
claimed  U)  have  a  fair  rent  lixi-d,  an<l 
were  now  statutory  tenants.  For  the 
poitiim  of  the  land  in  his  own  possession, 
Bromfield  also  claimed  n  siniilar  right; 
but  the  0<jurt  ruled  that  ho  had  no  locug 
utandi.  but  that  he  would  have  had  if  he 
had  evi(^ted  all  the  tenants  and  got  all 
the  land  info  his  own  possession.  He 
(Mr.  Gray)  wished  to  ask  whether  this 
was  really  the  law  ? 

CAPT\rjf  AYLMER  said,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  had  just  stated,  in 
reference  to  the  nrgumenfa  used  by  the 
hon.  and  gnllant  Member  for  the  County 
of  Dublin  (Colonel  King-Harman),  that 
he  need  do  no  morotliHU  make  a  cursory 
reference  to  what  hud  bton  urged.  But 
hon.  Members  on  that  sido  of  the  Com- 
mittee were  anxious  to  hear  some  more 
explicit  answer  to  the  points  that  had 
been  raised,  especially  with  regard  to 
what  had  been  abated  iu  reference  to 
Mr.  Murrough  O'Brien.  That  was  a 
matter  on  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  not  given  a  sn'isfactory  reply. 
The  Committee  had  not  been  told  why  it 
was  that  when  the  tenants  had  agreed 
with  the  landlord  for  wliat  must  be  con- 
sidered not  an  unfair  price  for  tlie  land, 
and  had  applied  for  the  money  under 
the  Purchase  Cla\ises  of  the  Land  Act, 
that  gentleman  had  recommended  the 
Commissioners  not  to  allow  the  money, 
because  he  did  not  approve  of  the  price. 
The  price  was  16  years'  purchase,  and 
Mr.  Murrough  O'Brien  had  said  it  was 
not  worth  more  than  11  or  12  years' 


purchase,  the  result  being  that  the  sale 
had  not  been  carried  out.  If  this  was 
the  course  that  was  to  be  pursued  in 
these  cases,  ho  was  afraid  it  would  not 
he  of  much  u^e  to  try  to  sell  land  under 
the  Purchase  Clauses  of  the  Land  Act. 
He  would  like  the  Committee  to  bo  in- 
formed what  was  the  reason  of  this 
remarkable  change?  Mr.  O'Brien  was 
for  some  time  an  iigent  under  the  Church 
Commissioners  for  valuing  land,  and  for 
naming  the  price  ■which  the  tenants 
were  to  pay  for  it ;  and  in  that  capacity 
he  had  valued  it,  in  some  cases,  as  high 
aa  26  years'  purchase.  But  now  that  he 
represented  the  Land  Commissioners, 
ho  was  valuing  it  at  1 1  or  12  years'  pur- 
chase. Now,  it  must  be  evident  that  the 
real  value  of  the  land  could  not  have 
changed  to  that  extent  in  so  short  a  time. 
One  hon.  Member  had  endeavoured  to 
explain  the  difference  by  saying  thut  the 
tenants'  interest  in  the  land  had  reduced 
its  value — that  was  to  say,  that  tho 
tenants'  interest  must  be  taken  out  of  the 
valuation ;  in  other  words,  the  hon. 
Member  allowed  that  the  Land  Act 
accounted  for  a  diminution  in  value  of 
50  per  cent. 

Mr.  GEAY  said,  the  hon.  and  gallant 
OoQtleman  who  had  just  spoken  had  not 
carried  his  argument  far  enough.  Ha 
should  have  gone  a  8te[)  farther,  and 
shown  that  in  this  case  the  property  was 
the  same  which,  at  one  time,  had  been 
valued  by  Mr.  O'Brien  at  26  years'  pur- 
chase, and,  at  another  time,  at  1 1  or  12 
years'  purchase.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  clearly  did  not  understand 
the  position,  which  was  simply  this.  The 
land  valued  by  Mr.  O'Brien  at  26  j-ears' 
purchase  might  have  been  the  property 
of  a  Corporation,  such  as  the  Church 
Commission,  who  might  have  allowed 
the  tenants  to  acquire  a  very  considerable 
interest  in  their  property  ;  and,  again, 
the  land  might  havo  been  tolerably 
good.  Church  lands  generally  wore 
good ;  nud  26  yonrs'  purihase  of  such 
land,  held  upon  liberal  conditions,  and 
at  a  low  or  moderate  rental,  from  a 
Corporation  not  accustomed  to  disturb 
its  tenants,  might  have  been  a  very 
proper  valuation;  whereas  12  or  14 
years'  purchase  of  land  of  low  quality, 
and  rack-rented,  might  be  a  very  high 
value.  There  was  no  comparison  be- 
tween the  two  cases. 

Captain  AYLMER  :  I  spoke  of  a  fair 
rent. 
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Mb.  gray  said,  that  could  not  Vie 
applied  as  a  basis  of  valuation.  One  lot 
of  land  might  be  had  lor  12  years'  pur- 
chase, if  it  were  fully  rack-rented,  and 
of  poor  ijuality  ;  another  lot  of  good 
land,  which  yielded  a  profit  on  the  rent, 
and  was  moderately  rented,  might  bo 
had  for  20  years'  purchase.  It  was  en- 
tirely a  matter  of  business,  and  the  land 
valued  at  26  years'  purchase  might  be  u 
better  investment  than  that  valued  at 
14  years'  purchase.  What  thehon.  and 
gallant  (Jentleman  should  do,  in  order  to 
establish  a  bias  in  the  action  of  Mr. 
O'Brien,  would  be  to  show  that  the 
tenants  paid  the  same  rent,  had  the 
same  interest,  and  that  the  quality  of 
the  land  was  equal  in  both  cases.  Until 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Momber  could  show 
that,  he  did  not  think  he  was  justified  in 
bringing  against  Mr.  O'Brien  the  charge 
that  ho  waa  acting  maid  fide.  If  Mr. 
O'Brien  did  not  exorcise  some  discretion 
08  to  the  money  to  be  advanced,  he 
would  not  be  fit  for  his  office  at  all,  and 
landlords  and  tenants  would  have  no- 
thing]more  to  do  than  to  arrange  a  value 
between  themselves,  and  got  the  money 
from  the  Treasury ;  all  thej'  had  to  do 
was  to  place  upon  the  laud  a  value  so 
high  that  three-fourths  of  the  amount 
would  pay  the  landlord.  The  Treasury 
■was,  of  course,  right  in  securing  itself 
against  transactions  of  that  kind ;  and 
Mr.  O'Brien  had  not  to  consider  wlie- 
ther  the  rent  of  the  property  was  fair, 
but  whether  tho  property  constituted  a 
full  security  to  the  Treasury  for  tho 
amount  which  they  were  called  upon  to 
pay. 

Mh.  small  said,  he  thought  the 
Committee  were  entitled  to  some  infor- 
mation as  to  why  some  of  the  Sub- 
Oommissiouera  had  been  reappointed, 
and  others  dismissed.  He  should  like 
to  know  on  what  principle  the  Land 
Commissioners  or  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  had  acted  in  this  matter  ? 

Mh.  TREVELYAN  said,  he  could 
rot  afford  the  hon.  Member  any  more 
information  on  this  point  than  that  the 
Land  Commissioners  watched,  with  the 

freatest  care,  the  action  of  the  different 
ub-Commissioners.  When  cases  came 
up  on  appeal,  they  were  able  to  form  a 
con-ect  estimate  of  the  fitness  of  tho 
Sub  -  Commissioners,  and  would  be 
guided  thereby  in  their  recommenda- 
tions. With  regard  to  the  case  referred 
to  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Carlow  (Mr, 


Gray),  hn  had  not  laid  down  in  his  ob- 
servations any  doctrine  of  law  ;  he  had 
simply  explained  the  decision  of  the 
Land  Court  in  the  case,  and  defended 
the  gentleman  in  question  from  what  he 
imagined  to  bo  the  effect  of  the  very 
imperfect  account  of  the  case  given  by 
the  hon.  Member. 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walker)  said,  he 
could  express  no  opinion  on  tho  case, 
which  he  understood  was  before  the  Law 
Courts. 

Mr.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN  said,  before 
the  discussion  on  this  Vote  came  to  an 
end,  he  desired  to  make  a  personal  ex- 
planation. He  had  learned  that  it  was 
the  opinion  of  the  Chairman  that  the  ex- 
pression "convicted  thieves,"  usedby  him 
(Mr.  Sullivan)  some  time  since,  was  un- 
parliamentary whenapplied to  Members 
of  that  House.  In  that  case,  he  begged 
to  say  ho  most  unhesitatingly  withdrew 
it,  because  he  never  desired  in  any  way 
to  contravene  the  Rules  of  the  House. 
Further,  he  begged  to  say  that  in  using 
that  phrase  he  had  no  intention  what- 
ever to  apply  it  to  any  Member  of  the 
House. 

The  CHAIRM^VN  said,  he  was  glad 
the  hon.  Member  had  withdrawn  the 
phrase  ;  and,  as  he  had  done  so,  it  did 
not  appear  to  him  necessary  to  say  any- 
thing more  on  the  subject  further  than 
that  it  would  have  been  not  only  un-Par- 
liamentary,  but  highly  improper,  if  the 
hon.  Member  had  applied  it  to  any  hon. 
Member  of  the  House.  Had  he  sup- 
po.ied  the  hon.  Member  meant  so  to 
apply  it,  he  should  at  once  have  called 
upon  him  to  withdraw  it.  ^M 

Question  put,  and  Mgalivtd.  ^H 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(5.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"  That  a  Bum,  not  exceeding  £86.094,  be 
ffrantod  to  Uor  Majesty,  to  completo  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Chiir|<o  wliich  will  coma 
in  course  of  pavniBUt  during  the  year  ending  on 
tho  3l9t  day  o"f  March  1883,  for  the  Salariei 
and  Expenses  of  the  Commissionem  of  Polioo, 
tho  Polioa  Courts,  and  the  Metropolitan  PoUoe 
Establishment  of  Dublin." 

Mr.  HEALY  asked  why  the  Vote  for 
the  County  Courts,  Ireland,  was  not 
taken  next  in  its  rt<gular  order? 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  it  would  I.e 
better  to  go  on  with  tliis  Vote  next.  His 
object  was  to  save  time,  and  he  did  not 
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think  the  discussion  of  the  Vote  would 
occupy  more  than  an  hour  or  an  houi' 
and  a-holf . 

CoLONHX  KING-HARMAN  said,  he 
•vras  not  quite  sure  that  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  iSecretary  to  the  Treasury 
was  right  in  his  estimate  of  the  time 
that  would  be  occupied  in  discussing  this 
Vote.  The  Vote  might  open  up  some 
large  questions,  in  the  discussion  of 
which  many  hon.  Members  would  wish 
to  take  port.  The  subject  was  in  itself 
a  difficult  one,  and  ought  not,  in  his 
opinion,  to  be  considered  at  I  o'clock  in 
the  morning.  His  own  opinion  was  that 
the  discussion  on  the  Vote  should  not  bo 
taken  then. 

Mr.  IIEALY  said,   the  question  he 
desired   to  raise  on   this  Vote  had  re- 
ference to  the  conduct  of  the  police  in 
the  matter  of  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Chance. 
The  complaint  which  he  and  his  hon. 
Friends  had  to  make  was,  that  two  in- 
dividuals, one  of  them  at  loa.st  a  gentle- 
man, had  been  arrested  by  policemen  in 
the   service   of    the   (Tovernment  on   a 
charge  of  entering  a  house  for  an  un- 
lawful purpose,  and  that  these  persons 
on  being  arrested   were   taken   to   the 
police  station,  and   then  instantly   dis- 
charged.    Now,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the   Chief   Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  had  stated  that 
if  the  persons  interested  in  this  matter 
were  not  satisfied,  they  could  bring  their 
action  for  damages ;  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  simply  stand  aside  and  take 
no  steps  in  the  matter.     But  they  had 
had  from  the  Government  no  real  expla- 
nation of  the  conduct  of  the  police  in  this 
affair.     He  would    ask    the  right  hon. 
Gentleman   to  be  good   enough  to  say 
whether,  if  an  action  for  false  imprison- 
ment were  brought  against  the  police, 
the  Government  would  or  would  not  de- 
fend it  and  pay  the  damages,  if  the  ver- 
dict went  against  the  police  ?     He  had 
yet  to  learn  that  the  Government  would 
not  do  this  in  Ireland.     They  were  in- 
formed that  the  Lord  Lieutenant  had  no 
control   over  the  local  police  ;  but  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  given  them 
no  satisfaction  whatever.     The  question 
was  whether  the  police  in  Ireland  had 
power  to   take    up    whomsoever    they 
chose  on  flimsy  charges,  and  march  tliom 
with  ignominy  through  the  streets  to  the 
police  station  without  giving  them  any 
eatisfaotion.     He  put  the   case   to  the 
English     Members,      whether    British 


liberty  was  held  at  so  cheap  a  price  that 
any  policeman  might  arrest  a  man  on  a 
totally  false  charge,   drive   him  to  the 
station-house  and  then,  instead  of  bring- 
ing him  before  the  magistrates,  having 
ascertained  who  he  was,  turn  him  loose 
into  the  streets  ?    He  had  put  that  case 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, and  he  said  that  any  respectable 
lawyer  would  take   the   case  up.     But 
the  question   was,  would  the  police  bo 
defended  by  the  Government  if  an  action 
were  brought?     The  police,   however, 
had  a  bogus  story  to  tell  in  this  matter, 
and  the  Government,  of  course,  defended 
them.     He  liad  often  observed  the  right 
hon.   Gentleman's  receptivity  of    mind 
with  respect  to  the   statements  of  the 
police  ;  a  policeman  had  only  to  make  a 
statement  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
swallowed  it  at  once.    He  asked  whether 
he  was  prepared,  in  this  instance,  to  ac- 
cept the  policemen's  statement  as  against 
that  of  persons  equally  credible  ?  Polioe- 
mea  in  Ireland  were  regarded  as  very 
superior  persons,  no  doubt ;  but  he  had 
yet  to  learn  that  a  policeman  was  neces- 
sarily a  man  of   high    character,  and 
that  his  account  of  his  own  conduct  in 
the  streets  was  to  be  received  without 
question.     Now,   the  statement  of  Mr. 
Chance  bore  the  stamp  of  truth  on  the 
face  of  it.     He  went  to  a  woman  to  get 
evidence  against  Mr.  George  Bolton  In 
connection    with    the   trial    at  Belfast. 
AVas  it  likely  that  anyone   wanting  to 
get  evidence  against  Mr.  Bolton  would 
say  that  he  came  from  Inspector  Malone? 
But  the  Government  had  accepted  that 
statement  on  the  part  of  the  police,  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary was  willing  to  allow  the  matter 
to  rest  solely  upon  that  statement.    This 
was  not  the  way  in  which  matters  were 
usually    conducted    in    this    world;   if 
people  could  get  ofiF  on  their  own  state- 
ments alone,  every  thief   and    burglar 
would  escape  punishment.     But  the  Go- 
vernment took  the  statement  of  the  in- 
criminated parties  in  this  case,  and  had 
no  regard  whatever  for  anything  said 
on    the    other    side.      His    case     was 
dual  —  Did    the    Government   approve 
the    arrest;     and,     secondly,     if    the 
action  were  brought  would  the  Govern- 
ment defend  the   action  and   pay    the 
damages,    if  damages   were   awarded? 
In  order  to  give  the  right  hon.   Gen- 
tleman  an    opportunity    of    replying. 
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he   would  move  the  reduction  of  the 
Vote  by  the  sum  of  £1,000. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £86,094,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majestv,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  Connie  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
tiie  31st  day  of  March  I889,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Commissioners  of  Police, 
the  Police  Courts,  and  the  Metropolitan  Police 
Establishment  of  Dublin."— (Afr.  Etaly.) 

Mr.  TEEVELYAN  said,  he  believed 
that  what  had  passed  on  this  subject  in 
the  House  up  to  the  present  time  was 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  Monaghan 
had,  four  or  five  days  ago,  read  out  a 
telegram  giving,  he  supposed,  Mr. 
Chance's  view  of  what  had  passed.  He 
(Mr.  Trevelyan)  had  since  read  a  longer 
telegram  giving  the  official  account,  in 
which  the  essential  point  was  that  the 
police  were  under  the  very  decided  im- 
pression that  the  Carroll  family  had  been 
frightened  by  people  whose  identity 
turned  out  to  be  different  from  that 
which  they  supposed  it  to  be.  He 
thought  then,  and  he  thought  now,  that 
under  those  circumstances,  with  that 
information  before  them,  the  police  were 
in  the  right  to  interfere.  He  should 
compare  the  case  to  that  of  a  man  who 
was  arrested  in  the  act  of  getting  into 
his  own  house  through  the  balcony ;  it 
would  be  a  parallel  case  if,  under  those 
circumstances,  the  policeman  pulled  him 
down,  and  took  him  off  to  the  station- 
house,  and  then  discovered  that  having 
lost  his  latch-key  he  was  merely  getting 
into  his  own  house.  He  was  informed 
that  under  such  circumstances,  if  a  com- 
plaint were  made  by  a  person  so  arrested, 
an  official  inquiry  would  be  held.  He 
understood  that  Mr.  Chance  maintained 
that  he  had  not  been  properly  treated, 
and  that  his  story  was  not  the  same  as 
that  represented  to  the  police  by  the 
Carroll  family.  However,  he  would  con- 
sult with  the  Solicitor  Qeneral  for  Ire- 
land as  to  whether  an  inquiry  should  be 
advised.  He  was  informed  that  an 
action  for  unwarrantable  arrest  would 
lie ;  but  he  hoped  the  matter  would  not 
go  as  far  as  that. 

Mr.  DAWSON  said,  he  trusted  he 
should  be  in  Order  in  drawing  attention 
to  the  question  of  the  continued  post- 
ponement by  the  Government  of  any 
action  with  regard  to  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Boyal  Commission  appointed 
by  the  late  Government  to  inquire  into 


the  extension  of  the  boundaries  of  the 
city  of  Dublin.  The  people  of  Dublin 
were  situated  in  this  way  with  regard 
to  the  police  reserve — they  had  to  pay  a 
contribution  towards  the  police  main-- 
tenance  of  %d.  in  the  pound,  while  the 
Metropolitan  Police  were  scattered  over 
a  vast  area.  Now,  that  was  one  of  the 
hundred  disabilities  the  city  laid  under 
from  the  want  of  an  extension  of  the 
boundaries,  and  an  increase  of  the  area 
of  taxation.  A  Commission  was  issued 
some  time  ago,  and  the  Corporation  was 
represented  by  the  present  Solicitor 
Q-eneral  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Walker),  and, 
therefore,  very  well  represented.  The 
net  recommendation  of  that  Commissioa 
was  that  the  city  boundary,  for  the  pur- 
poses  of  police  andother  things,  should  be 
extended,  and  that  the  outlying  townships 
should  be  brought  within  the  city  area. 
From  that  day  to  this,  not  a  single  thing 
had  been  done,  and  if  a  case  was  wanted  to 
show  the  sore  of  legislation  there  was  in 
regard  to  Ireland  it  was  this— "Whatever 
was  just,  whatever  was  reasonable,  and 
whatever  was  equitable  was  put  oflf  from 
day  to  day,  and  from  year  to  year,  while 
the  most  obnoxious  thing^s  and  regula- 
tions, totally  opposed  to  the  interests 
and  wishes  of  the  people,  were  imme- 
diately put  in  force.  He  would  like  to 
know  if  there  was  any  chance  whatever 
of  this  Liberal  Government  giving  any 
etfect  to  the  recommendations  of  the 
Boyal  Commission  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment ?  He  had  nothing  to  say  against 
the  police  in  Dublin,  indeed,  in  his  official 
capacity  of  Lord  Mayor  of  Dublin,  he 
did  what  he  could  in  a  time  of  great 
disturbance  to  bring  about  a  rapproch- 
ment  between  the  city  authorities  and 
the  police ;  he  did  everything  he  pos- 
sibly could  in  order  to  preserve  the 
order  of  the  city,  and  to  try  and  bring 
about  a  unity  of  purpose,  by  saying  a 
kind  word  between  ttie  police  and  the 
authorities.  But  he  had  this,  neverthe- 
less, to  complain  of,  that  there  was  no 
sympathy  between  the  police  and  the 
people.  He  saw  the  other  day  that 
magnificent  demonstration  in  London 
conducted  with  marvellous  regularity 
and  order,  simply  because  of  the  conduct 
of  the  police  towards  the  people.  Why, 
if  there  had  been  a  similar  concourse  of 
people  in  Dublin,  and  if  the  police  had 
been  called  upon  to  preserve  order,  there 
would  not  have  been  the  same  results. 
He  would  mention  a  case  to  illustrate  the 
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way  in  which  the  Dublin  police  failed 
to  discharge  their  duty.  On  the  occa- 
sion of  any  popular  demonstration  the 
police  of  Dublin  aflfordod  no  facility 
whatever  for  keeping  order.  Recently 
a  banquet  was  given  to  the  Parliamen- 
tary Party ;  but  the  utmost  confusion 
arose  in  the  streets,  in  consequence  of 
the  complete  absence  of  the  police.  If 
His  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
however,  had  been  going  to  the  Mansion 
House,  policemen  would  have  boeu 
stationed  at  different  parts  of  the  route 
taken  to  preserve  order.  On  the  occa- 
sion to  which  he  referred,  thousands  of 
people  collected  around  the  Hall ;  but 
the  police  did  not  turn  up  until  the  con- 
fusion had  almost  become  appalling. 
On  another  occasion  there  was  a  recep- 
tion in  Dublin  of  a  distinguished  actor, 
Mr.  Barry  Sullivan.  On  that  occasion, 
though  the  railway  authorities  applied 
for  the  services  of  the  police  to  keep 
order,  the  police  were  conspicuous  by 
their  absence.  While  the  police  were 
always  prompt  to  strain  their  duty  in 
matters  that  were  obnoxious,  tbey  were 
never  present  to  give  assistance  to  the 
Civil  authorities  whenever  it  ought  to 
be  given.  In  conclusion,  he  asked  tht* 
Chief  Secretary  (Mr.  Trovelyan)  if  he 
could  hold  out  any  hope  of  an  extension 
of  the  boundaries  of  Dublin  according 
to  the  expressed  wish  and  recommenda- 
tion of  a  Royal  Commission  which  had 
held  a  long  and  arduous  inquiry? 

Mr.  gray  said,  ho  had  a  question 
to  ask  the  right  hon.  Oentloraan  tiie 
Chief  Secretary,  with  regard  to  a  ques- 
tion which  had  already  been  raised  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Monaghan  (Mr. 
Healy).  It  was  a  very  important  ques- 
tion, involving  official  sanction  to  the 
new  practice  al)Out  to  be  introduced  of 
arresting  men  and  bringing  them  to  the 
station,  and  then  refusing  to  prefer  a 
charge  against  them.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  quoted,  in  justification  of  a 
proceeding  of  that  kind,  the  case  of  a 
man  who,  being  found  under  suspicious 
ctrcumstances,  might  be  arrested  and 
brought  to  the  police  station,  and  then 
set  at  liberty.  He  (Mr.  Gray)  thought 
it  was  very  dangerous  for  the  police  to 
act  in  such  a  manner ;  and  he  would 
like  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
or  possibly  some  official  connected  with 
the  Engb'sh  Administration  could  toll 
him,  whether,  if  a  man  arrested  under 
suspicious  circumstances   demanded   to 
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be  charged,  or  asked  the  Inspector  at 
the  station  to  prefer  the  charge  against 
him,  the  Inspector  could  refuse  to  enter 
a  charge  ?  That  was  the  point  at  issue 
in  the  case  of  Mr.  Chance.  If  a  man  be 
arrested  through  some  mistake  of  a  con- 
stable, and  was  content  then  to  sufEer  in- 
convenience and  annoyance,  and  be  set  at 
liberty,  there  was  little  to  he  said.  He 
could  quite  understand  a  policeman  in  ig- 
norance arresting  a  man  and  then  setting 
him  at  liberty,  although  ho  believed  that 
to  be  against  the  Rules  of  the  Force.  Ho 
had  always  been  under  the  impression 
that  there  was  a  regular  Rule,  both  in 
England  and  Ii-eland — certainly  in  Ire- 
land— that  when  a  policeman  set  liands 
iin  a  man  and  took  hira  into  custody,  he 
liad  no  discretion  to  liberate  him  ;  and 
manifestly  such  a  Rule  was  very  neces- 
sary, if  for  DO  other  purpose  than  to 
guard  the  police  against  terrible  tempta- 
tions. A  policeman  might  be  open  to  a 
bribe,  and  money  might  bo  ottered  to 
him  to  liberate  a  man.  He  had  always 
iimlerst'ioil  that  when  once  a  policeman 
took  a  man  into  custody  and  laid  hands 
upon  him,  that  he  was  bound  to  bring 
him  to  the  police  station,  and  that,  hav- 
ing done  that,  ho  was  bound  to  make 
some  charge  against  him.  In  such  a 
case  as  that  instanced  by  the  right  bon. 
GnutlHinan  the  Chief  Secretary  in  justi- 
fication of  the  aiT<».st  of  Mr.  Chance — 
tite  case  of  a  man  arrested  on  his  own 
premises  because  he  was  found  under 
suspicious  circumstances,  and  the  police 
thought  he  was  a  burglar,  he  wanted  to 
know,  and  perhaps  the  Home  Secretary 
would  tell  him,  would  a  subordinate 
police  officer  dismiss  that  man  and  re- 
fuse to  enter  a  charge  against  him  if 
the  man  claimed  to  have  a  charge  en- 
tered against  him,  in  order  that,  in  a 
summary  manner  before  the  magistrate 
next  morning,  he  should  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  clearing  his  character  ?  It  wag 
one  thing  for  a  man  to  be  dismissed 
with  his  own  consent,  in  fact  condoning 
the  offence  of  his  arrest ;  but  this  was 
not  such  a  case.  Mr.  Chance,  when  ho 
was  arrested  and  brought  to  the  station- 
house,  asked  the  Inspector  to  enter  a 
charge  against  him,  in  order  that,  on 
the  following  morning,  he  should  have 
an  opportunity  of  clearing  himself  be- 
fore the  magistrate.  The  Inspector, 
however,  refused  to  enter  the  charge, 
and  insisted  upon  Mr.  Chance  going 
away  and  taking  his  own  remedy  by 
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law.  Woald  enct  a  practice  be  allowed 
in  England  ?  He  hoped  th.e  Home  Se- 
cretary would  tell  them  whether  he 
would  permit  a  policeman  to  arrest  any 
man,  and  then,  if  that  man  wanted  to 
have  a  charge  entered  against  him,  he 
would  permit  a  subordinate  officer  to 
refuse  to  enter  a  charge,  but  to  turn  the 
man  out?  He  thought  that  such  a 
practice,  if  allowed,  was  manifestly 
fraught  with  the  greatest  danger ;  it 
was  fraught  with  the  greatest  possible 
temptation  to  the  police,  who  were  open 
to  temptation  like  other  human  beings. 
By  such  a  practice  they  would  open  the 
door  for  very  grave  abuse  ;  and  he 
could  scarcely  believe  that  such  a  prac- 
tice, which  had  been  followed  in  the 
case  of  Mr.  Chance,  would  be  permitted 
in  England. 

The  SOLICrrOE  GENERAL  (Sir 
Farber  Herschelt,)  paid,  he  knew  from 
experience  in  Courts  of  Justice  that  it 
was  by  no  means  uncommon  in  England 
for  an  Inspertor  to  refuse  to  take  a 
charge  against  a  person  brought  to  the 
station — not  at  all  an  uncommon  thing. 
If  a  mistake  had  been  made  and  the 
Inspector  refused  to  take  the  chara:e, 
the  man  would  be  set  at  liberty.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Carlow 
(Mr.  Gray)  had  asked  if  an  Inspector 
would  not  be  obliged  to  enter  a  charge 
if  the  man  arrested  insisted  upon  it  ? 
He  (the  Solicitor  General)  would  cer- 
tainly say  the  Inspector  would  not  be 
bound  to  enter  a  charge  if  it  was  clear  a 
mistake  had  been  made.  An  Inspector 
who  believed  a  mistake  had  been  made 
would  not  keep  a  man  in  custody  a  whole 
night,  because  the  only  eflfect  of  that 
would  be  to  aggravate  the  wrong  and 
increase  any  possible  damages  that 
might  be  given.  It  sometimes  hap- 
pened that  when  a  person  insisted  upon 
a  charge  being  entered  the  Inspector 
made  a  note  of  the  fact  that  the  man 
was  brought  in,  but  he  had  refused  to 
enter  the  charge.  If  it  was  perfectly 
clear  that  no  offence  had  been  com- 
mitted, the  Inspector  certainly  would 
not  enter  a  charge. 

Me.  HEALY  said,  the  point  was  this. 
If  a  man  was  taken  to  the  station  on 
some  serious  offence — loitering  for  an 
unlawful  purpose,  or  for  burglary,  or 
for  assault  of  some  kind,  or  perhaps  for 
murder — was  it  in  the  power  of  the  con- 
stable who  arrested  the  man  to  refuse  to 
make  the  charge,  but  to  turn  him  loose  ? 
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If  a  policeman  saw  him  (Mr.  Healy)  in 
Palace  Yard,  and,  thinking  he  was 
loitering  about  Westminster  Palace  for 
an  unlawful  purpose,  arrrested  him  and 
took  him  to  the  nearest  police  station, 
would  the  constable  be  at  liberty,  on  his 
own  motion,  to  turn  him  out  in  the 
street  on  finding  who  he  was  ?  Who 
was  it  who  was  supposed  to  have  discre- 
tion in  such  matters  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM   HARCOTJBT  said, 
that  if  a  policeman  saw  a  man  getting 
over  the  area  railings,  he  would  think 
possibly  that  it  was  intended  to  make  a 
felonious  entry  of  the  premises,  and  he 
would  arrest  the  man.    The  man  might 
be  the  owner  of  the  house,  who  had  lost 
his  latchkey,  and  took  this  method  of 
getting  into  the  premises.     The  police- 
man, however,  would  be  perfectly  right 
in  arresting  him  and  taking  him  to  the 
station,      if  the  man  satisfied  the  In- 
spector that  he  was  the  proprietor  of 
the  house,  and  that  though  he  was  en- 
tering in  an  unusual  manner  he  was  not 
there  for  an  unlawful  purpose,  it  was 
quite  plain   that   he   would   be   imme- 
diately   discharged.      It    would    be    a 
monstrous  absurdity  to  insist  that  the 
proprietor  of  the  house  should  be  charged 
with  burglary.     The  Inspector,  by  dis- 
charging   the    man,    would    show    his 
common   sense.     If  the  man  said,    "I 
will  be  charged  with  burglary,"  it  would 
not  be  a  reasonable  request.      If,   of 
course,  the  policeman  acted  in  any  im- 
proper manner — if  there  had  been  no 
reasonable  grounds  for  doing  what  he 
did,  he  would  be  punished  by  the  Police 
Authorities;   and  if  he  was  not  suffi- 
ciently punished,  an  action  for  unlawful 
arrest  would  lie.     Of  course,  these  were 
not  details  with  which  he  (Sir  William 
Harcourt)   was   every  day  conversant ; 
but,  so  far  as  he  knew,  the  practice  in 
England  was  the  same  as  that  elsewhere. 

Mr.  HEALY  said  the  rigrht  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  (Sir  William  Har- 
court) had  put  a  case  of  an  extreme 
character ;  and,  of  course,  if  a  man  was 
seen,  at  2  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
climbing  over  area  railings,  everyone 
would  say  a  policeman  was  justified 
in  arresting  him.  It  was  another  ques- 
tion altogether  whether  it  was  a  suspi- 
cious circumstance  for  a  solicitor  and  an 
attendant  to  be  pursuing  certain  investi- 
gations in  broad  daylight.  He  accepted 
for  the  moment  the  statement  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Seore- 
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tary  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  that  ho  would 
grant  an  inquiry ;  but  what  he  wanted  to 
know  was,  whether  the  Government — if 
the  inquiry  was  against  Mr.  Mallon,  the 
Head  of  the  Police,  and  if  Mr.  Chance 
was  not  satisfied — would  assume  the  posi- 
tion of  judicial  bottle  holder  as  regarded 
damages,  if  in  an  action  brought  against 
the  policeman  damages  wore  given?  That 
question  had  not  been  touched  upoa  that 
night.  If  such  a  case  as  that  described 
by  the  Homo  Secretary  occurred  in  Lon- 
don— that  of  the  arrest  of  a  man  found 
climbing  over  the  area  railings  under 
suspicious  circumstances  —  everyone 
would  say  it  was  quite  right  to  defend 
the  policeman  who  made  the  arrest,  in 
the  event  of  an  action  for  false  arrest 
being  brought.  But  the  question  in- 
volved in  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Chance  was 
totally  different.  This  was  a  matter 
occurring  in  broad  daylight,  and  a  solici- 
tor was  not  a  man  who  was  likely  to  act 
in  an  illegal  manner.  Mr.  Chance  and 
Mr.  Meiklejohn  entered  Carroll's  house 
to  make  inquiries  from  her  respecting 
the  case  in  which  Bolton  and  the  Crown 
were  mixed  up,  and  a  policemau  stepped 
in  and  arrested  them  for,  so  far  as  he 
(Mr.  Healy)  could  see,  no  earthly  reason 
at  all.  The  quustiun  he  had  now  to  put 
was,  whether  the  English  practice  was  or 
was  not  to  be  followed  in  this  cA»e,  and 
whether  the  Government  woold,  iu  ca.se 
an  action  was  brought  against  the  con- 
stable, defend  him,  and  pay  hia  damages 
if  any  were  given  ? 

Mr.  TREVELY.\N  said,  the  answer  to 
the  question  of  the  hou.  Member  practi- 
cally depended  on  the  result  of  the  in- 
quiry. It  was  quite  certain  that  if  it 
was  stated  that  hereafter  the  Govern- 
ment in  all  cases  would  defend  any 
action  that  might  be  brought  against  its 
servants  the  ellect  would  be  to  give  to 
those  servants  too  much  latitude  and 
induce  them  to  net  rashly  at  critical 
times.  On  the  other  hand,  to  say  posi- 
tively that  the  Government  would  not 
back  up  its  servants  would  cause  their 
servants  to  act  timidly  on  occasions  when 
they  ought  to  act  boldly.  Every  case 
must  be  judged  by  itself.  In  this  case 
an  inquiry  would  be  held,  and  the  whole 
thing  depended  upon  the  inquiry. 

Mh.  healy  :  Wm  the  inquiry  be 
public  ? 

Mr.  TEEVELYANsaid,  that  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  inquiry  he  would  cooBult 


with  his  right  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
the  Home  Secretary,  so  as  to  see  what 
would  be  done  in  England  under  similar 
circumstances.  The  object  of  granting 
the  inquiry  was  to  give  full  satisfaction 
to  all  concerned,  and  to  give  them  the 
assurance  that  the  case  had  been  treated 
fairly.  He  would  take  good  care  that 
the  inquiry  should  be  in  every  respect 
fair. 

Mn.  HEALY  asked  leave  to  withdraw 
his  Motion.  He  supposed,  however,  the 
Government  would  tell  them  before  Ee- 
port  what  the  nature  of  the  inquiry 
would  be  ? 

Mr.  OR.AY  agreed  with  his  hon. 
Friend  (Mr.  Healy)  that  it  was  only  fair 
the  Government  should  undertake  to  tell 
them  what  the  nature  of  the  inquiry 
would  be  before  the  lieport  stage. 

Mr.  COUKTNEY  remarked  that  the 
inquiry  might  not  possibly  bo  held  before 
next  month. 

Mr.  healy  said,  he  and  his  hon. 
Friends  only  wanted  to  know  what  the 
nature  of  the  inquiry  would  be.  Per- 
sonally he  had  no  desire  to  delay  the 
Vote  that  uight,  and  ho  would  be  satis- 
fied if  the  Government  gave  them  an 
answer  to-morrow. 

Mh.  D.AWSON  asked  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  to  say 
something  about  the  Dublin  Cummis- 
siou  ? 

Mr.  trevelyan  said,  it  was  im- 
popsible  to  bring  forward,  at  that  period 
of  the  Session,  a  Bill  dealing  with  the 
Dublin  boundaries  in  the  manner  recom- 
mended  by  the  Commission  to  which  the 
hon.  Gentleman  referred.  Answering  a 
que.stion  put  to  him  a  few  days  ago  by 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 
County  of  Carlow  (Mr.  Gray),  ho  stated 
that  at  the  beginning  of  next  Session — 
the  SoMsioa  which  would  commence  in 
the  usual  course  in  FebruHry  next — he 
should  be  prepared  to  bring  forward  a 
Borough  Funds  Bill,  to  bring  about  the 
very  limited  result  of  enabling  the  Dub- 
lin Corporation  to  spend  Corporation 
money  in  the  interests  of  the  Corpora- 
tion. He  did  not  think  he  could  go 
further  than  that. 

Mr.  DAWSON  said,  there  was  not  so 
much  contention  in  tliis  matter  as  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  seemed  to  suppose. 
The  Royal  Commission  which  inquired 
into  the  question  of  t)ie  extension  of  the 
Dublin    Municipal   Boundaries  sat  for 
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some  weeks,  and  their  recommendation 
was  perfectly  clear  and  lucid,  and  it  was 
Tery  improbable  that  its  carrying  out 
would  crnato  any  contentious  agitation. 
Mr.  gray  said,  he  did  not  wish  to 
discuss  the  question  of  the  boundaries 
at  that  moment ;  but  he  wished,  in  the 
mildest  possible  manner,  to  convey  to 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Home  Secretary,  who  possibly  did 
not  take  any  profound  interest  in  the 
question  of  the  boundaries  of  Dublin 
City,  and  who  had  on  previous  occasions 
taken  care  to  inform  the  House  tliat  he 
never  read  Irish  newspapers,  that  the  Irish 
Parliamentary  Party  had  resolved,  that  so 
far  as  it  in  their  power  laid,  no  Bill  for  the 
reform  of  London  should  pass  unless  the 
Government  would  pive  a  pleilge  to  en- 
deavour to  carry  a  Bill  embodying  simi- 
lar principles  in  regard  to  the  Metro- 
polis of  Ireland.  Now,  he  could  not 
allow  this  Metropolitan  Pulice  Vote  to 
pass  without  a  word  of  protest  against 
the  whole  Dublin  police  system.  He 
had  very  little  concern  with  the  amount 
of  money  which  the  Government  might 
think  fit  to  vote  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  expenses  of  the  Force  called  the 
Dublin  Metropolitan  Police  Force;  but  it 
HO  happened  that  this  Force  was  main- 
tained not  merely  out  of  Imperial  funds, 
but  to  a  large  extent  out  of  local  funds. 
Dublin  City  and  the  Dublin  Metropoli- 
tan District,  which  extended  beyond  the 
City,  was  taxed  to  the  nominal  amount 
of  8rf.  in  the  £  for  the  maintenance  of 
this  Force ;  but  not  only  had  the  people 
to  pay  that  direct  tax,  but  they  also  had 
to  pay  indirect  taxes,  which  he  calculated 
brought  the  rate  which  they  had  to  pay 
lor  the  maintenance  of  the  Dublin  Me- 
tropolitan Police  up  to  a  sum  equal  to 
about  1».  2rf.  in  the  £.  A  cruelly  un- 
just and  oppressive  tax  was  maintained 
in  Dublin  simply  because  the  pro- 
ceeds of  it  went  towards  the  maintenance 
of  the  police — lie  alluded  to  the  £100 
licence  paid  by  every  pawnbroker  in  the 
City  of  Dublin.  He  need  not  explain  to 
the  Committee  that  pawnbrokers  did  not 
pay  that  tax  out  of  their  own  pockets ; 
they  must  lovy  it  on  the  poor  whose 
goods  they  took  in  pawn.  The  tax  had 
been  condemned  as  a  thing  which  could 
not  be  justified  by  a  Royal  Commission 
or  by  a  Committee — he  was  not  sure 
which — he  believed  it  was  a  special 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons 
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which  investigated  the  whole  question 
of  the  Pawnbroking  Laws.  The  tax  was 
only  paid  in  Dublin,  and  there  was  no . 
excuse  for  its  maintenance  there  except 
that  the  £100  a-year  paid  by  the  pawn- 
broker was  added  to  the  local  contribu- 
tions towards  the  maintenance  of  tho 
police.  The  Government  did  not  care  to 
re-open  the  question  of  the  local  con- 1 
tributions  towards  the  Police  Force,  be- 
cause they  knew  perfectly  well  that  an 
overwhelming  ease  would  be  made  out 
against  the  present  system.  To  levy  so  I 
cruel  a  tax  as  this  upon  the  poorest  of 
the  poor  was  exceedingly  unjustifiable  ; 
and  he  thought  the  Chief  Secretary 
ought  to  consider  whether  he  could  not 
modify  the  system  in  some  way.  It  was 
patent  to  everyone  that  the  Force  wsa 
not  kept  up  to  prevent  crime,  or  to 
maintain  order,  but  purely  as  a  Govern- 
mental gendnrmerje.  He  contended  that 
there  was  no  reason  why  Dublin  should 
not  be  placed  in  the  same  position  in 
regard  to  its  police  as  every  other  City 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  except  London, 
which,  of  course,  was  governed  in  a  very 
exceptional  manner  in  every  respect. 
All  the  great  cities  which  corresponded 
with  Duljlin — Manchester,  Edinburgh, 
Glasgow,  and  Liverpool — had  their  police 
under  the  control  of  tho  Local  Authori- 
ties, and  they  were  maintained  exclu- 
sively from  local  rates.  Now,  he  wanted 
to  know  whether  the  Government  in- 
tended to  maintain  in  Dublin  this  ex- 
cepti(mal  system  in  perpetuity  ?  The 
police  in  English  towns  were  liked  by 
all  the  people,  except  the  professioniU 
criminal  classes.  The  great  body  of  the 
population  looked  to  the  policeman  as  a 
friend,  they  went  to  him  for  information 
and  for  assistance  in  various  ways,  and 
his  experience  of  the  police  in  London 
and  in  the  great  English  towns  was  that 
they  were  extremely  civil  and  attentive, 
and  desirous  to  make  themselves  agree- 
able to  those  with  whom  they  came  in 
contact.  The  Dublin  Metropolitan  Police, 
however,  were  trained  in  a  totally  dif- 
ferent school ;  they  were  trained  to 
regard  not  only  the  criminal  classes, 
but  the  whole  body  of  the  population,] 
as  the  natural  enemies  of  the  police. 
They  treated  tho  people  with  a  bru- 
tality that  was  unnatural  to  them ;  but 
it  was  taught  them ;  and  one  of  the 
main  cniises  why  they  struck  last  year 
was  the  amount  of  drill  they  were  sub- 
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jeotedtobytlieir  late  Chief  Commissioner 
(Mr.  TBlliot),  wlio  was  a  pure  murtinet, 
and  quite  uuable  to  govern  them  or  any 
other  force,  and  whom  the  Government 
were  obliged  to  dismiss  with  an  annuity. 
What  reason  was  there  for  training  the 
police  as  military  men  ?  There  was  no 
reason.  It  made  them  neglect  their 
ordinary  police  duties,  and  they  were 
not  of  very  much  use  as  detectives. 
They  simply  regarded  themselves  as  a 
species  of  Governmental  body  guard ; 
they  wore  not  a  municipal  or  local  force. 
He  had  pointed  out  before  that  if  the 
local  officials  wanted  anything  done  they 
could  not  control  the  police ;  but  in  Eng- 
lish towns,  tho  entire  body  of  police 
being  the  servants  of  the  Local  Autho- 
rities, they  were  governed  by  that  Body 
for  all  local  purposes,  including  sanitary 
purposes.  The  Lord  Provost  of  Edin- 
burgh, two  years  ago,  asked  him  if  the 
Dublin  Municipal  Authorities  had  con- 
trol over  their  police,  and,  on  his  reply- 
ing that  they  had  not,  the  Lord  Provost 
said  that  until  they  had  they  could  not 
hope  to  keep  the  City  in  a  good  sanitary 
condition,  adding  that  it  was  because 
the  Edinburgh  authorities  had  control 
over  the  police  that  they  had  a  good 
sanitary  system.  The  result  of  the 
system  in  Ireland  was  demoralizing.  It 
caused  the  people  to  dislike  tho  police, 
and  it  imposed  a  grievous  burden  on  the 
people ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  it  was 
said  the  Exchequer  gave  them  large 
contributions,  for  which  they  ought  to 
be  grateful.  But  the  Government  gave 
money  only  for  their  own  police,  and 
taxed  the  people  for  the  remainder.  The 
Municipal  Authorities  could  maintain  a 
better  local  police  force  at  less  cost  than 
they  were  now  compelled  to  bear  for 
this  inferior  force.  They  had  to  pro- 
vide this  money,  and  impose  a  heavy 
tax  on  the  poor  to  provide  it.  They  had 
to  pay  duty  for  every  carriage  in  the 
police  district,  and  the  Government  took 
all  the  fees,  while  the  Local  Authorities 
had  to  bear  the  rates  and  pay  for  the 
wear  and  tear  of  the  hackney  carriages 
of  the  Government.  The  Government 
took  the  sum  paid  for  carriages,  and 
then  put  it  in  the  Consolidated  Fund  as 
part  of  tho  contribution  to  the  local 
expenses.  The  time  would,  he  believed, 
oome  when  the  Government  would  have 
to  apply  to  the  Dublin  police  the  same 
principles  as  those  which  were  applied 


and  were  satisfactory  in  every  other 
town  in  the  United  Kingdom.  When 
were  they  going  to  do  that  ?  The  police 
themselves  were  dissatisfied,  and  they 
had  struck  and  brought  the  Government 
to  their  knees,  and  would  do  so  again  as 
soon  as  it  suited  them.  He  found  a 
Vote  put  down  for  "extra  pay  ;  "  but  he 
thought  that  ought  to  be  put  down  as 
"strike  moncj',"  £7,500.  The  police 
would  say  they  did  not  see  why  they 
should  not  have  another  £7,600,  and  the 
Government  would  be  absolutely  help- 
less, and  would  have  to  swear  in  Emer- 
gency men  and  special  constables.  The 
only  duty  the  police  who  did  not  strike 
had  to  do  was  to  arrest  special  constables 
and  take  them  off  to  gaol.  He  himself 
happened  to  be  in  gaol  at  the  time, 
thanks  to  the  attention  of  the  Judges, 
for  a  so-called  misdemeanour — though 
he  did  not  acknowledge  that  he  was  a 
misdemeanant  at  all— and  he  remem- 
bered being  very  much  amused  by  seeing 
bodies  of  special  constables  brought  in 
every  evening  and  locked  up,  having 
been  sworn  in  in  the  morning  only.  If 
the  Chief  Secretary  had  not  caved  in  to 
the  police,  Eichmond  Gaol  would  have 
been  full  of  special  constables.  The 
whole  thiug  was,  in  itself,  perfectly 
ridiculous  ;  but  it  was  not  a  ridiculous 
matter  to  the  people  of  Dublin.  He 
thought  tho  right  hon.  Gentleman  should 
give  some  hope  of  a  better  system,  and 
that  the  whole  system  would  be  recon- 
sidered and  placed  on  a  more  reasonable 
basis.  With  regard  to  the  subject  of 
boundaries,  he  wished  to  point  out  that 
while  a  reform  was  being  considered 
Dublin  was  sutfering.  It  was  surrounded 
by  a  ring  of  towns  to  which  all  the 
weolthy  people  were  migrating,  and  the 
result  was  that  Dublin  itself  was  suffer- 
ing every  year  from  a  heavier  burden 
of  taxation,  from  which  the  wealthier 
inhahitants  escaped  by  going  outside, 
although  they  had  a  share  in  all  the 
bcaedts  of  the  City,  and  thrived  by  them. 
Every  man  who  went  outside  the  City 
threw  an  additional  burden  on  those 
who  remained,  and  he  could  assure  the 
Committee  that  a  terrible  amount  of  in- 
jury was  being  done  to  tho  City  by  this 
being  allowed  to  continue.  The  autho- 
rities were  naturally  disinclined  to  incur 
any  extra  expense  while  the  Commission 
was  sitting,  and  unless  the  Government 
stepped  in  and   gave  some  assistance 
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nothing  could  possibly  be  done.  That  was 
a  state  of  things  created  by  the  Govorn- 
ment,  and  not  by  any  default  on  the  part 
of  the  Local  Authorities.  The  remedy 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  this — 
he  said  they  had  the  power  which  Eng- 
lish authorities  had,  to  promote  a  Bill ; 
but  that  was  simply  a  power  enabling 
various  Local  Authorities  interested  to 
enter  upon  a  Parliamentary  contest 
■which  would  probably  cost  Dublin  some- 
thing like  £2.5,000  ;  and,  no  matter  who 
the  victor  might  be,  that  would  probably 
leave  the  state  of  affairs  somewhat 
■worse  than  it  was  already.  It  would 
largely  benefit  Parliamentary  agents  on 
this  side  of  the  Channel,  but  that  would 
be  all  at  the  expense  of  the  Irish  people  ; 
and  if  the  Government  felt  themselves 
called  upon  to  introduce  a  Bill  for  the 
reform  of  the  Government  of  London, 
the  case  was  at  least  as  strong  for 
Governmental  intervention  in  Dublin. 
There  was  a  precedent  in  1859  which 
could  not  be  quoted  in  regard  to  London, 
and  it  would  materially  increase  the 
difficulties  of  passing  the  London  Go- 
vernment Bill  if  the  Government  con- 
vinced Irish  Members  that  the  best  way 
to  obtain  redress  for  Irish  grievances 
•was  to  block  the  London  Qoverument 
Bill. 

Ma.  TEEVELTAN  said,  he  did  pot 
propose  to  deal  at  length  with  theremarks 
of  thohon.  MemberforCarlow  (Mr.  Gray) ; 
but  it  was  quite  impossible,  having  re- 
gard to  the  public  safety,  that  the  control 
of  the  police  in  Ireland  should  be  in  any 
hands  but  those  of  the  Chief  Executive 
Authorities,  and  the  time  had  not  yet 
come  when  a  change  could  be  made  in 
that  respect.  As  Chief  Secretary  he  could 
not  enter  into  the  question  of  taxa- 
tion in  Ireland ;  that  was  a  matter  for 
the  Chancellor  of  Exchequer,  and  not 
for  an  Executive  Officer ;  but  as  to  the 
other  subject,  his  opinion  and  that  of 
the  Government  at  large  was  that  they 
could  not  entertain  any  proposition  at 
that  moment  for  making  over  the  police 
or  Oonstabulary  in  Ireland  to  any  other 
management. 

Mk.  HEALY  said,  he  thought 
£50,000  a-year  was  a  pretty  penny  to 
pay  for  the  police ;  and  if  they  were  not 
to  have  the  control  of  the  police  they 
had  better  have  that  money  back.  It 
was  all  very  well  to  put  the  matter  off 
by  avoiding  any  statement ;    but   the 
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people  of  Dublin  would  take  the  matter 
into  their  own  hands.  The  English 
people  wonld  never  see  anything  in  any 
argument  from  Ireland,  and  he  thought 
the  best  plan  for  the  people  of  Dublin  to 
adopt  would  be  to  refuse  to  pay  this 
money.  Were  the  Government  prepared 
to  remit  this  £50,000  a-year  to  the  Cor- 
poration of  Dublin  ?  If  the  Corporation 
of  Dublin  had  the  control  of  the  police 
in  their  own  hands  they  could  do  the 
work  with  a  small  number  of  men  and  at 
a  less  cost.  The  Government  gave  police 
protection  to  some  of  their  own  people, 
and  he  thought  every  Nationalist  ia 
Dublin  ought  to  claim  police  protection. 
If  every  man  in  Dublin  claimed  police 
protection  the  Government  would  require 
•100,000  policemen,  and  what  would  be 
the  position  of  the  Government  then  ? 
This  was  really  a  very  serious  grievance, 
and  the  time  would  come,  before  very 
long,  when  the  citizens  of  Dublin  would 
refuse  to  have  these  police,  and  refuse 
to  pay  this  money. 

Mh.  gray  said,  he  did  not  wish  to 
persist  in  his  opposition ;  but  he  was 
sati.sfied  the  time  would  come  when 
Dublin  would  no  longer  submit  to  this 
burden.  They  regarded  this  as  a  most 
injurious  and  most  unjust  system,  and 
they  would  probably  adopt  the  course  of 
declining  to  pay  this  tax  until  they  had 
the  control  of  the  police  in  their  ovra. 
hands. 

Motion,  by  leave,  ttithdraum. 
Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put, 

"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £35,094,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  ■will  corns 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  Slst  day  of  March  lH8o,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Commissioners  of  Police, 
the  Police  Courts,  and  the  Metropolitan  Police 
Establishment  of  Dublin." 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  1S> ; 
Noes  73 :  Majority  54. — (Div.  List, 
No.  199.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 

Hesolutions  to  be  reported. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  this  left  four 
Votes — the  County  Court  Officers,  the 
Constabulary,  the  Prisons,  and  the  Re- 
formatory and  Industrial  Schools.  If 
they  were  to  take  the  Reformatory  and 


J 


1 


1325 


E«vtnu«, 


{JitlySI.  1884) 


^e.  SiU. 


1326 


Industrial  Schools  that  would  leavo 
three  to  stand  over  till  to-morrow.  Of 
course,  at  that  late  hour  (2.15  a.m.) 
he  would  not  press  another  Vote  if  there 
was  any  strong  objection  to  it.  Hon. 
Members,  however,  must  consider  the 
period  of  the  Session.  Formallj  he 
would  move  the  Reformatory  Vote. 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £51,844,  be 
granted  to  Her  JIajesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  thu  3 1st  day  of  March  ISiiS,  (or  the  Expenses 
of  Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools  in  Ire- 
land." 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  said,  he 
really  must  ask  the  Government  not  to 
press  the  Vote  at  that  hour  of  the  night, 
for  the  reason  that  there  was  no  question 
which  was  more  interesting  than  the  posi- 
tion of  these  induBtrial  establishments  in 
Ireland.  All  the  elementary  industrial 
schools  required  to  be  looked  after  and 
fostered  in  Ireland.  Ireland,  far  more 
than  other  countries,  required  the  de- 
velopment of  its  industrial  schools,  and 
the  subject  was  one  which  deserved  a 
very  different  sort  of  discussion  from 
what  they  could  expect  to  have  at  that 
hour  of  the  night,  lie  would,  therefure, 
ask  the  Government  to  allow  the  Chair- 
man to  report  Progress,  and  ask  leave  to 
sit  again. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 

Committee  also  report  Progress ;  to  sit 
again  To-morrow, 

REVENUE,  &c.  BILL— [But  300.] 

{Mr.  Courtney,  Mr.  Herbert  Glaihtoiu.) 

COMMITTEE. 

Bill  eoniidered  va.  Committee, 
(In  the  Committee. } 

Clauses  I  to  11,  inclusive,  agreed  to. 

Clause  12  (Licences  for  the  sole  of 
tobacco  in  railway  carriages). 

Me.  WARTON  said,  that,  in  this 
clause,  he  saw  something  which  struck 
him  as  requiring  some  explanation.  The 
clause  referred  to  tobacco  and  snuff,  and 
the  words  he  could  not  understand  had 
reference  to  sale.  They  were  ''  personal, 
mechanical,  or  otherwise."  He  could 
comprehend  a  "personal"  sale;  but 
what  other  means  of  selling  could  there 
be?  How  could  there  be  a  "  mechanical " 
sale,  and  of  what  use  could  the  words 
"  or  otherwise"  be? 


Mr.  COURTNEY  confessed  the  words 
the  hon.  and  learned  Momber  had  called 
attention  to  liad  rather  puzzled  him 
when  the  clauses  were  submitted  to  him 
by  the  Commissionersof  InlandRevenue, 
who  were  responsible  for  them.  The 
words  referred  to  certain  methods  by 
which  cigars  or  cigarettes  might  be  sold 
— ingenious  arrangements  that  persons 
could  adopt  in  the  belief  that  they  were 
not  personally  selling  these  things.  A 
penny  was  dropped  into  a  box,  and  out 
came  a  cigar  or  cigarette. 

Mk.  WARTON  said,  he  must  move 
that  the  words  "or  otherwise"  be 
omitted,  as  they  were  sheer  nonsense. 
Ho  should  have  thought  that  every 
mode  of  selling  cigars  or  cigarettes 
must  be  "personal;"  at  any  rate,  he 
was  certain  they  must  be  either  "per- 
sonal" or  •' mechanical,"  therefore  it 
WAS  absurd  to  retain  the  words  "  or 
otherwise." 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  6,  line 
34,  to  leave  out  the  words  "or  other- 
wise."—( J/r.  Ifurton.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  (Sir 
Fakbeu  Hkhscueix)  :  The  method  may 
be  electrical. 

Mk.  WARTON :  That  is  a  sufficient 
answer.  I  shall  not  divide  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Clause  13  (Payment  of  sum  due  to 
Exchequer  from  Post  Office  in  respect 
of  expenses  for  grant  of  Government 
annuities.  16  and  17  Vic.  c.  45.  27  and 
28  Vic.  0.  43.     36  and  37  Vic.  oc.  44,  67.) 

Mr.  "WARTON  said,  that  in  this 
clause  it  was  cited  that  the  fees  were 
paid  into  the  Exchequer.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  they  were  not  paid  into  the 
Exchequer,  notwithstanding  that  the 
Post  Office  made  a  profit  of  many  mil- 
lions everj'  vear. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  the  question 
was  merely  one  of  the  presenting  of 
accounts  between  the  two  Departments 
— the  Exchequer  and  the  Post  Office. 

Clause  agreed  to. 
Remaining  clause  agreed  to. 
BUI   reported,   without    Amendment; 
to  be  read  the  third  time  To-morrow. 
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CRIMINAL  LTHTATICS  BILL.-[Bh.l  296.] 

{Mr.  Bibhert,  Secretary  Sir  William  Harcourt.) 

OONSIDEEATIOlf. 

Bill,  as  amended,  eontiitred. 

Mb.  HIBBEET:  It  is  desirable  to 
send  this  Bill  up  to  the  House  of  Lords 
■without  delay.  I  would,  therefore, 
propose  that  it  be  now  read  a  third 
time. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  patted. 

EAST  INDIAN  UNCLAIMED  STOCKS 

BILL.— [Bill  269.] 

(Mr.  J.  K.  Croti,  Mr.  Courtney.) 

SBCONQ  BEASINa. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time."— (ifr.  J.  K.  Croat.) 

Mb.  WAETON  wished  to  say  just  one 
-word  on  this  Bill.  He  had  the  other 
night  ventured  to  aek  a  Question  of  the 
Government  with  regard  to  the  measure 
in  the  absence  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
in  charge  of  it.  It  was  understood, 
though  it  could  not  be  stated  by  any 
Minister  in  the  hon.  Member's  absence, 
that  everything  in  reference  to  the  East 
India  Company  was  to  be  withdrawn 
from  the  measure  ? 

Me.  J.  K.  CEOSS :  Yes ;  I  said  so  the 
other  night. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  eommitted 
for  To-morrow. 

OHOLEKA,  &c.  PEOTECTION 

BILL.— [Bill  303.] 

(Mr.  Gray,  Mr.  Dateton.) 

COUMITTEE. 

Bill  tomidwei  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Mb.  GEAT:  TheAmendmentsinmy 
name  are  simply  for  the  purpose  of  im- 
proving some  clauses — to  which  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Stockport  (Mr. 
Hop  wood)  objected — for  applying  the 
Act  to  Ireland.  I  hope  the  Government 
■will  not  object. 

Mb.  COUETNEY:  No. 

\Bill  reported;  as  amended,  to  be  con- 
sidk'rod  "To-morrow. 


INFANTS  BILL.— [BuL  308.] 

(Mr.  Bryee,  Mr.  Horace  Davey,  Mr.  Anderton, 

Mr.  Siaveley  Bill.) 

CONSIDEBATIOK. 

Further  proceeding  on  Consideration, 
as  amended,  returned. 
Question  proposed, 

"  That  the  words  '  while  the  marriage  is 
suhsiating,  and  hefore  any  decree  or  order  for 
divorce  or  judicial  separation  has  heen  made,' 
— (Mr.  Warton,) — be  inserted  before  the  word 
'  each,'  in  page  1,  line  12." 

Mb.  WAETON  said,  the  first  Amend- 
ment was  in  his  name  to  page  1,  line  12. 
He  was  glad  that,  through  a  fortunate 
accident  the  other  evening,  he  was  now 
enabled  to  move  the  Amendment  with 
an  argument  which,  he  thought,  wo'uld 
prevail  with  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  the  Tower  Ham- 
lets (Mr.  Bryoe),  who  had  taken  a  very 
strong  objection  to  the  Amendment,  and 
one  which  he  (Mr.  Warton)  felt  the  full 
force  of  at  the  time 

Mb.  8PEAKEE:  Does  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  rise  to  move  the 
Amendment  on  the  Paper  ? 

Mb.  WAETON:  Yes. 

Mb.  SPEAKEB  :  Then  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  has  lost  his  right  to 
speak.  A  division  took  place  on  it  on 
the  last  occasion. 

Mr.  WAETON :  I  should  be  glad  to 
make  an  explanation,  as  the  point  is  an 
important  one. 

Mh.  SPEAKER:  I  am  afraid  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  would  be  out 
of  Order. 

Me.  TOMUNSON  said,  he  wished 
to  say  a  few  words  in  support  of  the 
Amendment 

Me.  BEYCE  rose  to  Order.  The  hon. 
Member  had  already  spoken. 

Mb.  SPEAKEE  :  The  hon.  Member, 
having  already  spoken  to  the  Amend- 
ment, will  not  be  in  Order  in  speaking 
again. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes  2  ;  Noes 
61  :  Majority  69.  —  (Div.  List,  No. 
200.) 

Mb.  WAETON  said,  in  his  next 
Amendment  of  the  clause  he  proposed 
to  leave  out  the  words  "or  persons," 
and  he  submitted  it  was  rather  import- 
ant that  this  should  be  adopted,  con- 
sidering that  in  the  2nd  olause  the 
reference  was  to  "guardian,"  in  the 
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eingular;  and  he  thought  that  to  agree 
with  tho  word  "guardian,"  the  word 
in  this  clause  should  be  "peraon,"  not 
"persons."  There  might  be  too  many 
•'  guardians,"  as  each  of  the  parents 
would  have  the  right  of  appointment  of 
guardians  by  deed  or  will,  and  it  would 
be  better  to  have  one  guardian  on  be- 
half of  each  parent.  On  looking  back 
to  that  part  already  passed,  it  would  be 
observed  that  the  survivor  of  tho  guar- 
dians might  alone  or  jointly  appoint  a 
guardian — it  did  not  say  "guardians;" 
if  it  did,  then  in  this  place  they  should 
read  "persons."  He  presumed  there 
was  some  meaning  in  putting  "guar- 
dian "  in  the  singular,  and  supposed  it 
was  to  have  one  guardian,  while  the 
other  guardian  would  be  the  surviving 
parent.  But,  then,  when  tho  "  herein- 
after provided  "  was  arrived  at,  it  was 
found  that  any  number  of  guardians 
might  be  appointed — there  was  no  limit 
whatever.  Ho  really  thought  that  to 
prevent  too  many  guardians  being  ap- 
pointed, persons  who  might  quarrel 
about  the  training,  the  religion,  or  the 
estate  of  the  infant,  it  would  be  far 
better  to  strike  out  "persons"  and  make 
the  clause  agree  with  the  2nd  clause. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  I,  line 
13,  to  leave  out  the  words  "or  per- 
sons."—(J/r.  Warlon.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
'  or  persons  '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mb.  BRYCE  said,  in  Clause  2  any 
guardian  included  any  possible  guar- 
dian ;  and  in  this  clause  it  was  neoes- 
eary  to  keep  to  the  wording,  because  if 
only  one  guardian  were  appointed  and 
he  died  there  would  be  no  guardian 
at  all. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  said,  since  he  had 
put  down  the  first  of  the  next  two 
Amendments  ho  had  looked  into  the 
matter,  and  found  it  was  possible  that 
a  male  infant,  if  it  became  married, 
might  become  exempt  from  the  control 
of  its  guardian.  He,  therefore,  begged 
to  move  the  Amendment  standing  next, 
and,  perhajjs,  the  shortest  and  simplest 
way  to  explain  it  would  be  to  read  the 
clause  as  it  would  stand  with  the  Amend- 
ments put  in — 

"  Kacb  of  the  parents  of  any  iniant  may  Ly 
AMd  or  will  appoint  any  peraon  or  panoni  to 


be  guardian  or  gnardiana  of  inch  infant  after 
the  death  of  the  survivor  of  such  parents  ;  and 
whore  guardians  are  so  appointed  br  both 
parents  they  shall  act  jointly,  ice." 

In  line  15,  he  proposed  to  insert 
"  where,"  instead  of  "  tho  guardian  or." 
It  was  necessary  to  make  such  an  al- 
teration in  order  to  make  sense  of  the 
clause,  for  if  the  clause  remained  as  it 
stood  each  parent  might  appoint  a  guar- 
dian ;  and  what  was  meant  was  that 
these  guardians  should  act  jointly  with 
each  other,  and  not  with  any  other 
guardians. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 

15,  to  leave  out  the  words  "the  guar- 
dian or,"  and  insert  the  word  "  where." 
— {Mr.  Tomlinion.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
'  the  guardian  or '  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

Mb.  BRYCE  said,  he  was  willing  to 
agree  to  this  Amendment. 

Amen<lment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
1.5,  after  the  word  "guardians,"  to  in- 
sert the  word  "are." — (J/r.  TumUmon.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 

16,  after  the  word  "  appointed,"  to  in- 
sert the  words  "  by  both  parents  they." 
— [itr.  Tomlinton.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
16,  to  leave  out  from  "  with  "  to  end  of 
sub-section." — {Mr.  Tom/inson.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BRYCE  said,  the  next  Amend- 
ment was  merely  a  matter  of  draftin 
lie  had  omitted  to  mention  an  old  Iris! 
Act. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  line 
9,  after  the  word  "has,"  to  insert  the 
words  "in  England." — {3Ir.  Bryoe.) 

Mr.  WARTON  said,  he  was  not  ac- 
quainted with  this  old  Act  of  the  Irish 
Parliament ;  but  he  would  ask  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  if  there  was  any 
section  corresponding  to  that  in  the  Act 
of  Charles  II.  for  England  ? 

Mr.  BRYOE  said,  the  Acta  were  just 
the  same. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
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Mb.  BEYCE  said,  the  next  Amend- 
ments were  consequential  on  that  just 
accepted. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  2,  line  10,  after  the  words  "  twenty- 
four,  to  insert  the  words  "  or  in  Ireland  under 
the  Act  of  the  Irish  Parliament,  fourteen  and 
fifteen,  Charles  the  Second,  chapter  nineteen." 
— (JIfr.  Bryee.) 

Mb.  WAETON  said,  he  presumed 
that  the  Section  6  mentioned  was  the 
same  as  Section  8  of  the  English  Act. 

Mb.  BEYCE  assented. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  Schedule,  page  3,  line  8,  insert — "  14  and 
16  Charles  2,  c.  19. — An  Act  for  taking  away 
the  Court  of  Wards  and  Liveries  and  Tenures 
in  Capite,  and  by  Knights'  Service.  Section 
six." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mb.  BEYCE  said,  he  hoped  the  House 
would  be  kind  enough  to  allow  him  to 
take  the  third  reading  now. 

Mb.  WAETON  rose  to  Order.  He 
wished  to  know,  in  reference  to  the  re- 
quest made,  whether  the  expression 
generally  used,  "  the  permission  of  the 
House,"  meant  in  such  a  case  the  unani- 
mous wish  of  the  House,  or  whether  the 
Question  could  be  put  if  any  Member  or 
Members  objected? 

Mb.  SPEAKEE:  It  does  not  mean 
the  unanimity  of  the  House,  but  the 
general  pleasure  of  the  House. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  tLnA.  patted. 

MOTIONS. 


VAQBANTS. 
Eetum  ordered,  "  of  the  number  of  Vagrant^ 
relieved  in  each  Union  in  England  and  Wales, 
the  Unions  being  arranged  in  order  of  Union 
Counties,  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  each  of  the 
first  six  months  of  the  year  1884,  with  the 
totals  for  the  period  of  six  months  in  the  year 
for  each  Union  and  each  Union  County,  toge- 
ther with  totals  in  respect  of  each  Union  County, 
and  of  England  and  Wales  for  each  day  in- 
cluded in  the  Return  (in  continuation  of  Par- 
liamentary Paper,  No.  86,  of  the  present  Ses- 
sion)."—(ifr.  R.  S.  Taget.) 

HOUSE   OF  COMUONS   (COTTNTS-OUT). 
Return  ordered,  "  of  the  number  of  times  the 
House  has  been  counted  out  during  each  Session 


of  the  present  Parliament,  specifying  the  day 
and  the  hour  at  which  it  was  counted  out,  and 
whether  after  aJMoming  Sitting  or  not."  — (Mr. 
Monk.) 

BAXmO  OF  THE  METB0P0LI8. 

Return  ordered,  "  with  respect  to  each  parish 
in  the  Metropolis,  of  the  Population  in  1881 ; 
the  number  of  Inhabited  Houses  in  1881 ;  the 
rateable  value  according  to  the  Valuation 
Lists  in  force  on  the  6th  day  of  April  1883, 
the  several  Rates  made  by  the  Rating  Authority 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  25th  day  of 
March  1884,  &c.  (in  continuation  of  Parliamen- 
tary Paper,  No.  87,  of  the  present  Session)." — 
(Jfir.  Sydney  Buxton.) 

IBISH  LAKD  AOT  (OBSEBS). 
Return  ordered,  "  of  the  number  of  Orders 
received  by  each  Union  in  Ireland  under  Clause 
19  of  the  Land  Act  of  1881,  and  the  action 
taken  in  each  case  up  to  the  30th  day  of  Jane 
1884,  as  under : — Name  of  Union ;  number  of 
Orders  received ;  number  of  houses  built  or  re- 
paired voluntarily ;  number  of  proceedings 
taken  in  case  of  default ;  number  of  Orders 
made  by  magistrates." — (Ckilontl  CoUkurtt.) 

CECAI^CEBY  EXAICIXEBS'   OFFICE. 

Committee  to  consider  of  the  payment,  out  of 
moneys  provided  by  Parliament,  of  any  com- 
pensation that  may  be  granted,  under  any  Act 
of  the  present  Session  of  Parliament,  to  persona 
holding  the  office  of  sworn  clerk  to  the  late 
Chancery  Examiners  on  the  abolition  of  that 
office  (Queen's  Seeommtndation  signified).  To- 
morrow. 

NAVY  AND  ARMY  EXPENDITURE, 

1882-3. 
Oontidered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
1.  Retolved,  That  it  appears  by  the  Navy  Ap- 
propriation Accoimt  for  the  year  ended  the  Slst 
March  1883,  as  follows,  viz. : — 

(a.)  That  the  sums  expended  for  certain 
Navy  Services  exceeded  the  Grants  for 
those  Services,  and  that  the  deficits 
on  such  Grants  amounted  together  to 
£1,427,161  it.  Od.,  as  shown  in  column 
(a)  of  the  Schedule  hereto  appended ; 
(b.)  That  the  sums  received  in  respect  of 
Appropriations  in  Aid  of  the  Grants  for 
certain  Services  fell  short  of  the  sums 
estimated,    and   that   such    deficienciea 
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amounted  together^'to  £1,264  17*.  id. 
as  shown  in  column  (b)  of  the  said  ap- 
pended Schedale ; 

(c.)  That  the  sams  received  in  respect  of  Ap- 
propriations in  Aid  of  the  Grants  for  cer- 
tain Services  exceeded  the  amounts  esti- 
mated by  the  total  sum  of  £18,481  6<.  Sd. 
as  shown  in  column  (c)  of  the  said  ap- 
pended Schedule ; 

(d.)  That  surpluses  arose  on  the  Qrants  for 
certain  Services,  and  that  such  surpluses 
amounted  together  to  £150,636  0*.  6d.  as 


shown  in  column  (d)  of  the  said  appended 
Schedule. 

2.  Resolved,  That  to  provide  in  part  for  the  first 
two  above-mentioned  sums  (a)  and  (b),  amount- 
ing together  to  £1,428,426  U.  id.  the  Com- 
missioners of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  have  tem- 
porarily authorised  the  application  of  the  fourth 
above-mentioned  sum  (d)  of  £150,636  0<.  61^. 
and  of  £1,264  17*.  4<f.  out;  of  the  third  above- 
mentioned  sum  (c)  of  £48,481  6>.  id. 

3.  Seeolved,  That  the  application  of  such  sums 
be  sanctioned. 


SCHEDULE. 


No. 

Navy    Services,   1882-3, 
Votes. 

(a) 

Deficits  on 

Votes. 

Deficiencies 
of  Appropria- 
tions in  Aid. 

(0) 
Excess  of 
Appropria- 
tions in  Aid. 

Surpluses  on 
Vote. 

£ 

*. 

d. 

£      e.     d. 

£    *.    d. 

£     t.    d. 

1 

Wages,  &o.  to  Seamen 
and  Marines 

1,608  12    1 

19,969  16    3 

2 

Victuals    and    Clothing 

for  ditto 

67,340 

11 

4 

.. 

16,484  16    3 

3 

Admiralty  OGBce 

,  , 

666  11     8 

,, 

2,176    7    6 

4 

Coast  Guard  Service  and 
Naval  Reserve 

13    0  10 

3,100  11  10 

6 

Scientific  Branch 

., 

,, 

1,607  17    0 

8,097  16    2 

6 

Dockyards    and    Naval 

Yards,  &c.  . . 

121,174 

6 

2 

.. 

160  16    6 

7 

Victnalliog  Yards,  &c. . . 

413 

6 

0 

668  12    2 

8 

Medical  Establishments, 

&c 

1,401 

3 

9 

12    6  10 

9 

Marine  Divisions 

17    6    8 

,, 

1,168    7    7 

/■Sec.  1  . . 

Naval  Stores  . . 

91,394 

4 

6 

,, 

160  16    6 

10  ■{  Sec.  2  . . 

Machinery,  Ships   built 

I 

by  Contract,  &c. 

.  . 

., 

6  14    0 

76,197  11    9 

11 

New  Works,  Buildings, 

and  Repairs 

,, 

,  , 

17,681  11    9 

31,396   18    4 

12 

Medicines  and   Medical 

Stores 

,, 

,  , 

366  19    0 

2,663  10    7 

13 

Martial  Law,  &c. 

764 

6 

0 

,  , 

9  16    7 

14 

Miscellaneous  Services. . 

23,998  16 

2 

,, 

444    4    3 

15 

Half  Pay,  &o. 

, , 

,  , 

96    4    4 

4,988    0    6 

'Sec.  1  .. 

Military    Pensions    and 

16 

Allowances.. 

.. 

•  • 

10  13    6 

879    6    2 

Sec.  2  . . 

Civil  Pensions  and  Al- 

lowances    . . 

463 

6 

6 

., 

28    6  11 

17 

Army  Department — Con- 

veyance of  Troops    .. 

1,126,338 

3 

9 

•  • 

10,011  18    4 

Amount   written   off'  as 

irrecoverable 

3,873 

1 

U 

1,427.161 

4 

0 

1,264  17    4 

48,481    6    8 

160,636    0    6 

Amount  authorised  to  be  applied  to- 
wards making  good  deficiencies  , , 

Deficit   chargeable    to   the    Vote   of 
Credit  Forces  in  the  Mediterranean 


£1,428,426     1     4 
161,900  17  10 

£1,276,626    3    6 
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i.  JUtalotd,  That  it  appears  'by  the  Army  Ap- 
propriatian  Account  for  the  year  ended  Slat 
March  1883,  as  follows,  viz : — 

(a.)  That  the  sama  expended  for  certain 
Army  Services  exceeded  the  Grants  for 
those  Services,  and  that  the  deficits  on 
such  Grants  amounted  together  to 
£934,418  6«.  Id.  as  shown  in  column  (a) 
of  the  Schedule  hereto  appended ; 
(b.)  That  the  sums  received  in  respect  of 
Appropriations  in  Aid  of  the  Grants  for 
certain  Services  fell  short  of  the  sums 
estimated,  and  that  such  deficiencies 
amounted  together  to  £36,886  0>.  Id.  as 
shown  in  column  (b)  of  the  said  appended 
Schedule ; 
(n.)  That  the  sums  received  in  respect  of 
Appropriations  in  Aid  of  the  Grants  for 
certain    other    Services   exceeded   the 


amounts  estimated  by  the  total  •am  of 
£56,182  9«.  \d.  as  shown  in  column  (o) 
of  the  said  appended  Schedule ; 
(d.)  That  surpluses  arose  on  the  Gbants  for 
certain  Services,  and  that  such  surpluses 
amounted  together  to  £81,094  %*.  3d.  aa 
shown  in  column  (d)  of  the  said  appended 
Schedule. 

£.  Staolved,  That  to  provide  in  part  for  the 
first  two  above-mentioned  sums  (a)  and  (b), 
amounting  together  to  £971,303  5«.  9d.  the 
Commisraoners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  have 
temporarily  authorised  the  application  of  the 
fourth  above-mentioned  sum  (d)  of  £81 ,094  it.  Zd. 
and  of  £36,886  0«.  2d.  out  of  the  third  above- 
mentioned  sums  of  £66,182  9:  \d. 

6.  Stmlved,  That  the  application  of  such  snmB 
be  sanctioned. 


SCHEDULE. 


Votes. 

Army   Services,   1882  -  i, 
Votes. 

(») 

Deficits  on 

Votes. 

(b) 

Deficiency  of 

Rects.  below 

Estimate. 

(c.) 

Surplus  of 

Receipts  above 

Ertimate. 

(d.) 

Surpluses  on 

Votes. 

£       t.    d 

£      I.    d 

£      $. 

d. 

£      t.      d. 

1 

Pay  of  the  General  Staff, 
Regimental  Fay  and  Al- 

lowances,     and     other 

Charges 
Divine  Service  .. 

164,976  17    2 

,  , 

1,380    0 

9 

. 

2 

3,637    9    8 

11    0    8 

3 

Administration  of  Military 

Law 

,  , 

,  , 

201  11 

4 

1,3(1    0  II 

4 

Medical  Establishment  and 

Services 

14,720  1    11 

,  , 

818  10 

4 

6 

Militia   Pay   and   Allow- 

ances 

,, 

,  , 

6,044  13 

7 

7,868  10     S 

6 

Yeomanry  Cavalry 

, , 

,, 

.. 

2,381  19   10 

7 

Volunteer  Corps 
ArmyEe8erveForoe(includ- 

, , 

,  , 

4  10 

6 

17,262  17     9 

8 

ing  Enrolled  Pensioners) 

. , 

,  , 

491    2 

9 

1,980    4     2 

9 

Commissariat,     Transport, 
and  Ordnance  Store  Es- 

tablishments, "Wages,  &c. 

6S,746    7  11 

,, 

417  13  10 

10 

Provisions,    Forage,   Fuel 
and    Light,    I^sport, 

&c 

283,672  10  10 

,, 

27,166    4 

10 

11 

Clothing    Establishments, 

Services,  and  Supplies.. 

211,346  14    9 

,, 

2,769  16 

6 

12 

Supply,  Manufacture,  and 
Repair  of   Warlike  and 
other    Stores    for  Land 
and  Sea  Service 

116,9(3  12    3 

2fi,241     0    8 

13 

Superintending  Establish- 
ments of  and  Expendi- 
ture for  Works,  Build- 

ings,    and    Repairs    at 

Home  and  Abroad 

,, 

, , 

16,368    1 

10 

16,618    0     1 

14 

Establishments  for  Military 

Education 

.  , 

6,949  13    7 

,  , 

10,870    3     1 

15 

Miscellaneous       Effective 
Services 

Carried  forward 

7,622  16  10 

876  18    7 

869,(74  11    4 

88,077  IS    6 

(4,231    6 

2 

(8,318  18  11 
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Votes. 

Army    Services,    1882  -  S, 
Votea. 

W 

Deficits  on 

Votes. 

Deficiency  of 

Roots,  bdow 

Estimate. 

(0) 

Surplus  of 

Receipts   above 

Estimate. 

Surpluses  on 
Votes. 

£       : 

d. 

£      *.    d. 

£       $.    d. 

£       $.    d. 

Brought  forward 

869,674  11 

4 

33,077  18    6 

64,231     6    2 

68,318  16    1 

16 

War  Office         ..             .. 

8,fi93  10 

1 

., 

49     S    0 

17 

Rewards  for  Distinguished 

Services,  &o.  . , 

■  • 

.. 

288  16  10 

3,247     1     6 

18 

Half  Pay 

Retired  Full  Pay,  Retired 

,  , 

•  t 

7  10    0 

14,188     3    2 

19 

Pay,  Pensions  and  Gra- 

tuities,    &c.     including 

Payments    allowed     by 

Army  Purchase  Commis- 

sioners . .         . .            •  • 

22,640  14 

6 

3,807    6    8 

20 

Widows'  Pensions 

1,311    8 

1 

21 

Pensions  for  Wounds 

1,866    7 

8 

22 

Chelsea  and    Eilmainham 

Hospitals 

,  , 

, , 

47  11    0 

667  16    8 

23 

Oat-Pensions     . . 

30,796    7 

3 

,. 

386  16    8 

24 

Superannuation        Allow- 

ances 

, , 

•  • 

172    0    6 

2,231   12    4 

2fi 

Militia,  Yeomanry  Cavalry, 
and    Volunteer    Forces, 

Retired  Pay   .. 

,. 

,. 

,  , 

2,440  18  11 

Amount  written  off  as  irre- 

coverable 

4.946  11 

8 

934,418     6 

7 

36,886    0    2 

66,182    9    1 

81,094    8    3 

Amount  authorised  to  be  applied  towards 
making  good  defldenciss  . . 


£971,303    6    9 
117,979    8    6 


Deficit  chargeable  to  the  Vote  of  Credit 

Forces  in  the  Mediterranean  . ,     £863,323  17    4 

Besolutions  to  be  reported  To-morr»ic. 


House  a^joumed  at  five  minutes 
after  Three  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    LOEDS, 
Friday,  Ut  Augu$t,  1884. 


MINITTES.]— Public  Bills— JVrrf  Stadinj— 
Infants*  (237);  Public  Health  (Ireland) 
(Districts)  *  (238)  ;  Criminal  Lnnatios  * 
(239). 

Second  Jteorfi'n^— Expiring  Laws  Continuance  • 
(236) ;  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board  (Bor- 
rowing Powers)*  (234). 

Committet — Report — Prisons  •  (213) ;  Turnpike 
Acts  Continuance  •  (206) ;  Public  Works 
Loans  *  (221) ;  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works 
(Money)  •  (222). 

Report— 'Vraita  (Scotland)*  (809). 

Third  jSfoA'fu— Contagious  DiietUMi  (Animals) 
Act,  1878  (DistrioU)*  (206),  and  patttd. 


COLONIAL  NAVAL  DEFENCE  ACT,  1886 

—COLONIAL  WAR  VESSELS. 

QUKSTION. 

The  Eabl  of  ASHBUENHAM  asked 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  Whe- 
ther an  Order  in  Council  under  Section 
6.  of  the  Colonial  Naval  Defence  Act, 
186S,  giving  to  the  Yictorian  vessels  of 
war  Vtetoria,  Albert,  and  Childeri  the 
status  of  ships  of  the  Royal  Navy,  was 
issued  by  Her  Majesty  under  his  advice, 
and  on  conditions  specified  by  him ; 
whether  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown 
have  advised  the  Admiralty  that  such 
vessels,  on  being  placed  at  Her  Majesty's 
disposal,  are  to  oe  deemed  to  all  intents 
▼earaU  of  war  of  the  Boyal  Navy,  and 
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would   be    entitled    to    fly    the    white 
ensign;    whether    the    Government    of 
Yiotoria,  through  its  Agent  General,  did 
not  place  the  vessels  in  question  at  Her 
Majesty's  disposal  on  the  15th  of  last 
January;  whether  the  naval  officer  in 
command  at  Gibraltar  was  instructed  by 
the  Admiralty  to  order  the  commandant 
of  these  vessels  to  haul  down  the  white 
ensign  when  he  arrived  there  on  his  way 
to  the  Had  Sea,  on  the  ground  that  its 
assumption    was  premature ;    whether, 
after  the  Council  held  on  the  4th    of 
March,   the    Lords    of   the   Admiralty 
requested  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  to  move  the  Agent  General  for 
Victoria  to  communicate  with  the  com- 
mandant by  telegraph,  instructing  him 
to  proceed  without  delay  to  Suakin,  and 
place  the  Colonial  Squadron  at  Admiral 
Hewett's  disposal ;  whether,  this  having 
been    done,    and    the    vessels    having 
arrived  at  Suakin,  after  the  battle  of 
the  13th  of  March,  Admiral  Hewett  in- 
formed the  commandant  that  they  would 
not  now  be  required  and  might  proceed 
to  Melbourne,  at  the  same  time  express- 
ing his  thanks    for    their   presence  at 
Suakin;   whether  the  Admiralty  have 
since  declared  that  they  never  in  any 
way  accepted  the  services  of  the  vessels, 
that  the  Order  in  Council  has  conferred 
no  status  upon  them  as  ships  of  the  Boyal 
Navy,  and  have  refused  to  instruct  the 
naval  officers  in  command  at  Ceylon  and 
on  the  Australian  station  to  authorize 
them  to  resume  the  white  ensign  ;  and 
if,  in  view  of  the  obviously  inoperative 
character  of  an    Act    intended'  to  en- 
courage the  Colonies  to  establish  local 
squadrons  to  co-operate  with  the  Eoyal 
Navy,  he  will  lay  the   correspondence 
with  the  Agent  General  for  Victoria  and 
the  Colonial  Office  on  the  Table,  with  a 
view  to  its  amendment  ?   In  putting  the 
Question  as  he  had,  he  thought  he  had 
sufficient  reason  to  think  that,  in  their 
conduct  in  this  matter,  the  Government 
seemed  to  show  an  indifference  to  the 
interests  of  the  Empire,  which  contrasted 
in  a  strange  manner  with  their  devotion 
to  Party  politics.     They  desired  a  great 
deal  more  to  advance  those  politics  than 
to  do  anything  that  might  increase  the 
well-being  of  the  Colonies  as  regarded 
their  relations  with  the  Mother  Country. 
The  Earl  of  NOETHBEOOK,  in  re- 
ply, said,  he  should  not  attempt  to  fol- 
low the  last  observation  of  the  noble 
Earl  opposite  (the  Earl  of  Ashbnmham), 

Thf  £arl  of  Aihburnham 


but  would  confine  himself  to  the  Ques- 
tion put  to  him  ;  and,  in  the  first  place, 
he  begged  to  assure  the  noble  Earl  and 
their  Ix>rdships  generally  that  it  was 
entirely  a  misapprehension  to  suppose 
that  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  or  any 
naval  officer  in  any  part  of  the  world, 
for  a  single  moment  intended  to  act  with 
any  discourtesy  to  the  Colonial  Govern- 
ment of  Victoria,  or  in  any  way  to  dis- 
courage them  in  their  most  admirable 
efforts  to  supply  themselves  with  ships 
of  war.  Ever  since  they  took  up  tlus 
question  of  providing  naval  forces,  there 
was  nothing  that  the  Board  of  Admi- 
ralty could  do  that  they  had  not  done  to 
assist  them  in  every  way ;  and  they  had 
lent  them  some  of  their  best  officers.  He 
thought  he  had  better  give  the  facts  of 
the  case  in  his  own  way,  without  refer- 
ence to  the  form  in  which  the  Question, 
was  put.  Last  year  the  Victorian  Clo- 
vernment  built  in  this  country  three 
vessels — Victoria,  a  gun  vessel ;  Albert,  a 
gunboat;  Childeri,  a  torpedo  vessel. 
These  vessels  were  intended  to  be  ves- 
sels of  war.  In  dealing  with  vessels  of 
this  kind,  the  Board  of  Admiralty  could 
only  act  according  to  law,  and  it  was 
quite  out  of  the  power  of  the  Admiralty 
to  create  Colonial  vessels  of  war.  The 
law  on  the  point  was  contained  in  the 
Colonial  Naval  Defence  Act,  1H65, 
which,  in  the  3rd  section  gave  power 
to  a  Colony  to  establish,  maintain,  and 
use  a  vessel  or  vessels  of  war,  subject 
to  such  conditions  as  Her  Majesty  in 
Council  might  from  time  to  time  ap- 
prove. Their  Lordships  would  see  that 
to  constitute  a  vessel  built  by  a  Colony 
a  ship  of  war  it  was  indispensable  that 
there  should  be  an  Order  in  Council.  As 
respected  the  ensign  borne  by  these  ves- 
sels, that  was  determined  by  the  Queen's 
Eegulations  and  Admiralty  Instructions 
which  were  issued  in  1879,  which  laid  it 
down  that  Colonial  vessels  of  war  should 
wear  a  blue  ensign  and  pendant.  In 
January  last  the  Agent  General  of  Vic- 
toria applied  to  the  Board  of  Admiralty 
for  an  Order  in  Council  to  place  these 
vessels  under  another  section  of  the  Act 
— the  6th  section.  That  section  autho- 
rized the  Admiralty  to  accept  any  offer 
made  by  a  Colony  to  place  at  their  dis- 
posal any  vessels  of  war,  and  such  ves- 
sels would  be  deemed  vessels  of  the 
Eoyal  Navy.  When  this  application  was 
made  the  Admiralty  considered  the 
matter,  and  they  thought  it  desirable  to 
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consult  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown, 
and  they  advised  that  the  6th  section 
only  authorized  the  Crown  to  accept, 
for  Imperial  purposes,  vessels  already 
legally  existing  as  Colonial  ships  of  war. 
It  was  clear,  therefore,  that  a  italm 
must  first  be  obtained  under  Section  3 
before  the  vessels  could  come  under  Sec- 
tion 6,  and  that  there  must  be  an  Order 
in  Council  before  the  Admiralty  could 
accept  their  services.  Tho  Colonial  Go- 
vernment had  not  applied  for  this  Order 
in  Council  under  Section  3,  and,  there- 
fore, the  services  of  the  vessels  could  not 
be  accepted  under  Section  6.  In  the 
meantime,  tho  vessels  had  gone  to  sea, 
and,  by  some  misapprehension,  they  flew 
the  white  ensign  and  pendant  as  ships 
of  war  iu  Her  Majealy's  Service.  It 
therefore  became  necessary  for  the  officer 
at  Gibraltar  to  a.sk  by  what  authority 
that  was  done,  and  he  a,sked  that  by 
orders  from  home.  There  was  nothing 
approaching  an  insult,  and  everything 
was  done  iu  the  most  courteous  manner. 
The  Instructions  laid  down  the  ensign 
to  be  borne  by  Colonial  vessels  of  war. 
Nothing  could  be  more  courteous  than 
tho  way  in  which  the  communication  was 
made.  As  soon  as  tho  defect  in  the 
position  of  these  vessels  was  communi- 
cated to  the  Victorian  Government,  ap- 
plication was  made  for  an  Order  in 
Council  to  constitute  these  vessels  ves- 
sels of  war,  and  application  was,  at  the 
same  time,  made  by  Her  Majesty  for 
the  authority  necessarj',  under  the  6th 
section,  to  enable  the  Admiralty  to  ac- 
cept the  services  of  these  ships.  Both 
Governments,  therefore,  took  immediate 
steps  to  remedy  the  defect  and  to  allow 
these  vessels,  if  necessary,  to  be  em- 
ployed as  Her  Majesty's  vessels.  This 
Order  was  passed  on  the  4th  of  March  ; 
but,  by  that  time,  the  vessels  had  loft 
tho  country,  and,  in  the  meantime,  the 
Ageut  General  for  Victoria  oHbred  their 
services  in  the  Red  Sea.  It  was  then 
the  time  when  operations  were  going  on 
iu  the  Suez  Canal ;  and  the  Colonial  Go- 
vernment was  desirous,  if  their  services 
were  required,  that  they  should  be 
offered.  An  answer  was  at  once  given 
to  the  Agent  General,  requesting  him 
to  instruct  the  officer  commanding  the 
vessels  to  communicate  with  Sir  WiUiam 
Hewett  on  their  arrival,  so  that,  if  it  was 
found  they  were  in  want  of  vessels  in 
the  Bed  Sea,  he  might  accept  the  ser- 
vices of  those  vessels.    They  arrived  in 


the  Red  Sea,  and  when  they  arrived 
there  happened  to  be  plenty  of  Iler  Ma- 
jesty's ships  there  for  all  purposes  neces- 
sary, for  the  House  would,  of  course, 
recolloct  that  Osman  Digna  had  no  ships, 
and,  therefore,  there  were  absolutely  no 
naval  services  to  perform,  so  they  pro- 
ceeded on  their  voyage  to  Australia. 
After  that,  the  Agent  General  of  Vic- 
toria made  a  communication  to  tho  Go- 
vernment, and  inquired  if  the  vessels 
might  tl^'  the  white  ensign  and  pendant. 
The  Government  were  absolutely  bound 
by  law  in  tho  matter.  The  proper  ensign 
and  pendant  of  these  vessels  was  blue, 
with  the  badge  of  the  Colony.  He 
might  add,  that  this  distinctive  flag  for 
Colonial  vessels  of  war  had  been  com- 
municated to  all  foreign  nations.  He 
could  not  understand  that  there  could  be 
any  misapprehension  in  this  matter  as 
soon  as  the  somewhat  complicated  legal 
questions  were  exjilainod.  He  could  as- 
sure the  noble  Earl  opposite  that  there 
had  not  been,  from  the  first,  the  very 
slightest  idea  of  casting  any  slur  of  any 
kind  or  sort  upon  tho  Victorian  ships ; 
the  Admiralty  had  simply  followed  the 
Act  of  Parliament.  There  was  nothing 
they  felt  a  greater  interest  in,  or  greater 
concern  for,  than  to  encourage  the  Co- 
lonies of  Australia  to  proceed  in  the  pa- 
triotic and  laudable  course  they  were 
following  now  of  providing  themselves 
with  an  efficient  Navy. 

Lord  BRABOURNE  said,  that  he 
never  imagined  that  any  slur  was  in- 
tended to  be  cast  upon  the  Victorian 
Government ;  but,  in  matters  of  such 
delicacy  and  importance,  the  grentestcare 
ought  to  be  taken  to  avoid  even  the 
slightest  misunderstanding  arising  in 
tho  minds  of  the  Colonists.  He  was, 
therefore,  glad  the  question  had  been  at 
once  brought  before  Parliament  by  his 
noble  Friend  (tho  Earl  of  Ashburnham), 
so  that  it  had  not  had  time  to  foster  into 
a  grievance  painful  to  both  sides.  With- 
out going  into  the  legal  authorities  of 
the  question,  the  explanation  was  satis- 
factory. In  future,  it  would  be  desirable, 
in  order  to  prevent  any  misunderstand- 
ing, pains  should  ho  taken  to  ascertain 
what  the  Order  in  Council  provided  for. 

After  some  remarks  from  the  Earl  of 
Wemyss, 

The  Eael  of  ASHBURNHAM  said, 
that  he  was  very  well  satisfied,  and  he 
had  no  doubt  that  the  Colonial  Govern- 
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ment  would  be  equally  satisfied,  with  the 
discussion  that  had  -  taken  place.  He 
would,  however,  point  out  to  the  noble 
Earl  opposite  (the  Earl  of  Northbrook) 
that  he  had  omitted  to  answer  the  con- 
cluding paragraph  of  the  Question. 

The  Eael  of  NOETHBEOOK  said, 
it  would  not  be  well  to  lay  the  Oorre- 
spondence  upon  the  Table,  as  it  con- 
tained reference  to  other  matters. 

THE     NEW   PUBLIC   OFFICES  ~  THE 

DESIGNS  FOE  NEW  ADMIEALTY 

AND  WAR  OFFICE. 

QUESTION.      0B8EETATI0KS. 

The  Eael  of  WEMYSS  asked  Her 
Majesty's  Gtovemment,  If  they  will  cause 
a  model  of  the  selected  design  for  the 
War  Office  and  Admiralty  to  be  made 
and  publicly  exhibited  ?  He  asked  for 
this  because  the  only  way  of  judging  of 
the  effect  of  a  building  was  from  a 
model.  Drawings,  as  anyone  conversant 
with  such  matters  well  knew,  word  very 
deceptive.  Further,  in  this  case,  it  was 
necessary  that  the  new  building  should 
harmonize  with  the  Horse  Guards  and 
its  surroundings ;  and  this  could  only 
properly  be  judged  of  by  having  the 
whole  of  the  buildings,  old  as  well  as 
new,  shown  upon  the  model.  Now,  he 
must  again  ask  his  noble  Friend  what 
had  become  of  the  large  model  that,  in 
Sir  Henry  Layard's  time,  had  been  made 
of  all  that  part  of  London  where  our 
public  buildings  andofficeswere  situated, 
with  a  view  to  showing  upon  it  any  new 
building  or  alteration  it  was  proposed 
to  erect  or  make  ?  His  noble  Friend  had 
informed  him,  on  two  previous  occa- 
sions, that  this  model,  which  was  as 
large  as  the  Table  in  the  centre  of  their 
Lordships'  House,  could  not  be  found; 
but  he  hoped  further  search  for  it  had 
proved  successful,  and  that  they  might 
hope  to  see  it  utilized  on  this  occasion. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  designs  for  the 
new  Admiralty  and  War  Office  were 
being  exhibited  in  Spring  Gardens  to 
Members  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament ; 
but  he  thought  they  should  be  exhibited 
in  some  public  place,  in  order  that  all 
those  persons  who  took  an  interest  in 
the  matter  might  inspect  them,  and  be 
able  to  offer  their  criticisms. 

VisoorifT  BAEEINGTON  asked,  with 
reference  to  Mr.  Pearson's  plans  for  the 
restoration  of  Westminster  Hall,  whe- 
ther the  flying  buttresses  would  be  ob- 

Th»  Earl  of  Athburnham 


scured  ?  They  were  of  great  interest ; 
and,  as  shown  in  the  plans  now  being 
exhibited,  he  was  afraid  they  would  be 
almost  entirely  concealed.  He  therefore 
wished  to  know  whether  those  plans  had 
been  definitely  adopted  ? 

Lord  SUDELEY,  in  reply,  said,  that 
his  right  hon.  Friend  the  First  Commis- 
sioner of  Works  was,  at  present,  consi- 
dering the  advisability  of  having  a  model 
made  to  represent  the  plans  of  the  new 

EubUc  buildings,  which  had  been  selected 
y  the  judges.  It  was  a  question  how 
far  that  model  should  be  made  on  the 
present  scale  of  drawings  ;  but  the  First 
Commissioner  hoped  to  be  able  to  con- 
struct a  model  during  the  autumn.  The 
old  model  plan,  showing  both  buildings 
and  sites,  that  had  been  made  many 
years  ago,  when  Mr.  Layard  was  in 
Office,  when  the  new  Public  Offices  were 
being  considered,  and  which  had  the 
Horse  Guards  and  many  other  public 
buildings  shown  upon  it,  was  on  a  very 
small  scale,  although  it  covered  a  large 
area.  If  the  proposal  made  by  the  noble 
Earl  opposite  (the  Earl  of  Wemyss)  was 
adopted,  and  a  model  constructed  of  the 
new  buildings,  to  place  upon  it,  in  lieu 
of  the  old  designs,  it  would  undoubtedly 
show  its  position  as  respected  the  Horse 
Guards,  but  only  on  a  very  small  scale. 
That  would  necessitate  reducing  consi- 
derably the  Bcaleof  the  present  drawings, 
and  it  was  a  question  whether,  if  the 
expense  was  to  be  incurred,  it  would  not 
be  better  expended  on  a  large  scale 
model,  without  reference  to  the  old 
ground  plan  model.  That  old  model, 
which  had  been  made  some  years  ago, 
and  which  was  supposed  to  have  been 
lost,  had  only  been  mislaid,  having  been 
discovered  at  South  Kensington,  where 
it  still  remained.  It  would  be  preserved, 
and  would  be  placed  in  some  convenient 
room ;  and  if  tne  noble  Earl  would  meet 
the  First  Commissioner  when  it  was 
ready,  he  would  be  very  happy  to  con- 
sider with  him  how  his  suggestion  could 
best  be  carried  out.  As  to  the  point  to 
which  the  noble  Earl  had  alluded,  as  to 
the  drawings  being  thrown  open  for  pub- 
lic inspection,  he  belived  that  next  week 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  people 
seeing  them  ;  but  this  week  it  had  been 
limited  to  Members  of  both  Houses,  and 
the  various  societies.  In  reply  to  the 
noble  Viscount  opposite  (Viscount  Bar- 
rington),  he  had  only  to  say  that  the 
First  Commissioner  of  Works  had  al- 
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ready  stated,  in  "  another  place,"  that 
the  general  plan  of  Mr.  Pearson  for  re- 
storing the  West  front  of  Westminster 
Hall  had  been  definitely  decided  on,  and 
a  small  Vote  had  been  submitted,  so 
that  the  work  might  Vje  commpnced  this 
autumn.  It  was  most  desirable  that  the 
old  Norman  wall  should  not  be  exposed 
to  another  winter.  There  were  some 
minor  points  still  left  open,  and  among 
these  the  question  of  raising  the  towers 
at  the  North  end,  and  whether  the  cor- 
ridor along  the  West  front  should  be  an 
open  one  or  not.  Mr.  Pearson  attached 
much  importance  to  its  being  open,  and 
used  for  carriages ;  but  it  was  possible 
that  it  might  be  advisable  to  use  it  as  u 
gallery  for  rooms.  No  mouoj-  would  be, 
however,  asked  for  the  purpose  thi.i 
year.  The  flying  buttresses  would  not 
be  hid.  The  proposed  gallery  and  clois- 
ter would  be  inside  the  buttresses,  which 
would  stand  out  six  feet,  and  also  be 
visible  above  the  gallery. 

The  Earl  of  WEMY88  said,  he  was 
greatly  obliged  to  the  noble  Lord  and 
the  First  Cummissiouer  of  Works  for 
their  conaideration. 

EEPRESE^fTATION  OF  THE  PEOPLE 
BILL. 

KOTICE   OF    QtTKSTION. 

Thb  Eael  of  BEDESDALE  (CnAin- 
iiAW  of  CoMMiTTKKs) :  My  Lords,  I  be? 
to  give  Notice  that  on  Tuesday  I  shall 
ask,  Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Government,  in  accordance  with  the 
strongly  expressed  wish  of  this  Hou.se, 
and  the  precedents  of  other  Eefomi  Bills, 
to  introduce  proper  provisions  for  redis- 
tribution in  the  Representation  of  the 
People  Bill  in  the  next  Session  of  Par- 
liament ? 

Uouse  ndjoumed  at  half  past  Five  o'clock, 
to  Monduy  ntxt,  a  quarter 
before  Eleven  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Friday,    Ut  Augutt,   1884. 
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PRIVATE   BUSINESS. 

PAKLLiMENT— STANDING  OHDERS— 
AMENDMENTS. 

Mr.  holms  said,  ho  proposed,  at 
the  request  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  (Sir 
Arthur  Olway),  to  move  a  series  of 
alterations  in  reference  to  the  Standing  ' 
Orders  applicable  to  Private  Bills.  He 
would  propose,  in  the  fii-st  instance,  to 
move,  in  Standing  Order  No.  1,  2nd 
Class,  after  "Street,"  to  insert— "  Sub- 
way, to  be  used  for  the  conveyance  of 
passengers,  animals,  or  goods,  in  car- 
riages, or  trucks,  drawn  or  propelled  on 
rails."  The  alterations  were  merely 
formal. 

Standing  Order,  No.  1,  2nd  Class, 
read. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  said 
Standing  Order,  hy  inserting,  alter  the 
word  "  street,"  the  words — 

"  Subway,  to  be  used  for  the  conveyanco  of 
pns.spngor8,  ;inimRl9,  or  piwds,  in  i.-nrrii>Ke».  or 
trucks,  drawn  or  propelled  on  rails."— (.W;-. 
Uutmii.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  insetted." 

Sir  EDWARD  WATKIN  said,  he 
would  make  an  nppoal  to  ttie  hon.  Gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Holms)  to  allow  a  little 
more  time  for  the  considtration  of  the 
proposed  Amendment  of  the  Standing 
Orders.  It  was  altogether  impossible 
for  hou.  Members  who  wore  in  attend- 
ance in  their  places  until  3  or  4  o'clock 
in  the  morning  to  appear  in  the  House 
again  at  half-past  3  in  the  afternoon  to 
consider  a  series  of  proposals  which,  for 
aught  they  knew,  might  effect  an  entire 
revolution  in  tlio  existing  Standing 
Orders  relating  to  Private  Business.  He 
boped  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  not 
object  to  a  postjionement  of  the  discus- 
sion, which,  under  the  circumotuaoes, 
was  a  most  reBsunable  request. 

Mk.  W.ARTON  haid,  he  supported  the 
appeal  of  the  hon.  Burout't  the  Member 
for  Hythe  (Sir  Edward  Watkin).     He 
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(Mr.  Warton)  was  altogetlior  opposed 
to  undue  haste  in  legislation.  Ho  was 
qnite  willing  to  accept  the  Btatemont  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Holms)  that 
these  alterations  were  only  of  a  formal 
character  ;  but  even  formal  things  were 
sometimes  improper.  He  scarcely  thought 
it  was  proper  to  lay  before  the  House 
proposals  for  the  wholesale  alteration  of 
the  Standing  Orders  without  even  allow- 
ing as  much  as  a  day  for  considering 
their  eflfect.  If  the  hon.  Member  for 
Hythe  would  divide  the  House  against 
the  consideration  of  these  Amendments 
now,  he  (Mr.  Warton)  would  support 
him. 

SiK  EDWAED  WATKIN  said,  he 
wished  to  know  whether,  as  the  further 
proceeding  with  the  proposals  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Hackney  (Mr.  Holms) 
was  objei'ted  to,  it  must  not,  as  a  matter 
of  necessity,  stand  over  ? 

Me.  speaker  :  These  proposals  do 
not  come  tinder  the  Standing  Orders 
which  apply  to  opposed  Private  Bills. 

Sir  EDWARD  WATKIN  said,  that, 
under  those  circumstances,  he  would 
join  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Bridport  (Mr.  Warton)  in  going  to  a 
Division  if  necessary.  He  hoped,  liow- 
ever,  that  the  hon.  Member  for  Ha(kney 
(Mr.  Holms)  would  not  force  the  House 
to  take  Ruch  a  course. 

Sra  CHARLES  W.  DILKE  said,  that 
one  part  of  the  proposed  alterations 
Btood  in  his  name ;  and  it  had  reference 
to  artizans'  and  labourers'  dwellings. 
The  object  was  simply  to  render  opera- 
tive certain  Rules  which  had  been  passod 
by  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  Motion  of 
Lord  Salisbury. 

Mr.  warton  rose  to  Order.  He 
desired  to  know  whether  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  was  in  Order  in  referring  to  a 
Motion  which  he  had  down  upon  the 
Paper,  which  related  to  ancilher  subject, 
and  did  not  apply  at  all  to  the  Motion 
they  were  now  disL'Ussing? 

Mr.  speaker  :  I  apprehend  that  all 
the  new  Standing  Orders  hang  one  upon 
another  in  such  connection  that  it  would 
be  for  the  cimveiiienoe  of  the  H<iuro  if 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  were  to  state 
his  view  of  thf>  matter. 

Sir  CHARLES  W.  DILKE  said,  he 
had  bt-en  about  to  state  that  the  Motion 
relating  to  the  Standing  Orders,  which 
appeared  in  hi.s  name  upon  the  Paper, 
especially  thosewhich  applied  to  artizans' 
and  labourers'  dwellings,  were  suggested, 

Mr.  Warton 


after  a  great  deal  of  e^'idence  had  be«a 
given  on  the  subject,  by  the  senior  Me«n- 
ber  for  Oldham  (Mr.  Hibbert).  They 
were  put  in  shape,  in  the  first  place,  by 
his  hon.  Friend ;  but  they  had  been  a 
good  deal  amended,  in  accordance  with 
suggestions  made  by  Lord  Salisbury. 
The  agents  for  Private  Bills  had  been 
seen  by  Lord  Salisburj-  on  the  subjoct, 
and  these  proposals  had  already  been 
assented  to  by  the  House  of  Lords  with* 
out  a  Division. 

Sir  EDWARD  WATKIN  said,  he 
wished  to  say  one  word  by  way  of  ex- 
I)lanation.  "The  Standing  Orders  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  (Sir  Charles  W. 
Dilke)  had  spoken  of — those  relating  to 
workmen's  dwellings — were  very  good 
Standing  Orders,  and  he  was  quite  pre- 
pared to  support  them.  But  that  was 
not  the  point.  The  point  was  whether 
it  was  really  business  to  lay  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House,  at  half-past  3  in 
the  afternoon,  something  which  had  not 
been  seen  by  any  one  of  the  various  in- 
terests affected,  and  to  force  it  to  a  deci- 
sion? These  Standing  Orders  affected 
many  hundreds  of  millions  of  money 
ve.sted  in  tramways  and  railways,  and 
all  he  asked  for  was  delay,  so  that  the 
public  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
knowing  what  the  nature  of  the  pro- 
posals was. 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHUECHILL 
said,  he  trusted  the  House  would  not 
listen  to  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  Hythe  (Sir  Edward 
Wntkin).  These  Standing  Orders  had 
now  been  before  the  public  for  a  oou- 
siderable  time,  and  an  ample  opportunity 
had  been  afforded  to  the  railway  in- 
terest, which  the  hon.  Member  repre- 
sented, to  the  prejudice  of  the  public, 
(or  considering  what  effect  they  would 
be  likely  to  have.  They  had  already 
been  before  the  House  of  Jjords,  and 
might  have  been  opposed  there,  if  neces- 
sary. It  was  perfectly  clear  that  if  the 
railway  interest  was  likely  to  be  affected 
in  any  way  by  these  Standing  Orders, 
they  would  have  had  a  lively  opposition 
Imm  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Hythe;  bnt  the  House  had  never  shown 
any  disposition,  in  matters  of  this  kind, 
to  be  in  the  smallest  degree  affected  by 
the  opinions  which  might  be  entertained 
by  the  hon.  Baronet.  He  (Lord  Ran- 
dolph Churchill),  therefore,  hoped  the 
House  would  not  listen  to  the  insidious 
proposal  of  the  hon.  Baronet  to  obstruct 
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4nd  delay  the  formal  carrying  of  these 
proposals,  which  would  have  a  most 
beneficial  effect  upon  the  interests  of 
the  working  classes. 

Sir  EDWARD  WATKIN  said,  he 
wished  to  explain  that  he  had  not  op- 
posed the  proposals  of  the  hon.  Memher 
for  Hackney  (Mr.  Holms)  in  any  way. 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL 
said,  he  did  not  know  that  the  hon. 
Baronet  was  entitled  to  addreiis  the 
House  twice. 

Mr.  8PEAKER:  The  hon.  Baronet, 
having  already  spoken,  has  forfeited  his 
right  to  speak  again. 

Mr.  HOLMS  said,  the  matter  had 
been  very  fully  considered  by  the  House 
of  Lords.  During  the  present  Session 
certain  Bills  had  been  passed,  which  per- 
mitted subways  to  be  used  as  railways  ; 
and  the  only  object  of  these  Standing 
Orders  was  to  explain  clearly  to  the 
public  that  that  was  intended.  He  did 
not  think  there  was  much  necessity  for 
any  protracted  deliberation. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to ;  words 
ineerted  accordingly. 

Standing  Order  No.  6  read. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  add  at  the 
end  thereof,  the  words — 

"  The  Notices  shall  also  -itate  what  power  it 
is  intended  to  employ  for  moving  carriages  or 
trucks  upon  the  Iramway." — (Mt.  Holm».\ 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

Mr.  WAETON  said,  that  as  there  was 
now  another  question  before  the  House, 
the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Wood- 
Btock  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill)  would 
not  be  entitled  to  object  to  him,  on  the 
ground  that  he  was  speaking  twice  on 
the  same  question.  Ho  had  no  personal 
interest  in  the  matter.  His  only  intere.st 
was  in  seeing  the  Business  of  the  House 
duly  conducted ;  and  he  thought  that 
fair  time  t>huuld  be  afforded  for  the  cou- 
sideration  of  any  proposal,  so  that  tlie 
House  might  really  know  what  th'^y 
were  about.  Hon.  Members  who  hud 
not  got  tho  Standing  Orders  before 
them  would  not  have  the  slightest  idea 
what  the  effect  of  these  olteraliims  might 
be.  He  did  not  say  a  word  against  the 
proposals ;  they  might  all  of  them  be 
very  excellent ;  they  might  do  thing.*) 
that  were  probably  for  the  good  of  tho 
general  public ;  but  ho  did  not  think 
that  was  enough  to  justify  the  House  in 


passing  these  wholesale  Amendments 
without  having  first  been  afforded  ade- 
quate time  for  considering  their  effect. 

Sir  EDWARD  WATKIN  said,  he 
wished  to  say  a  word,  as  there  was  now 
another  Motion  before  the  House.  It 
was  altogether  inaccurate  to  say  that 
every  hon.  Member  must  know  the 
nature  and  effect  of  the  alteration  now 
proposed.  Tiie  Amendment  now  under 
consideration  was  one  whiih  had  as  yet 
been  before  nobody,  and  hitherto  there 
had  been  no  discussion  upon  it.  Of 
course,  the  Standing  Orders  in  relation 
to  artizans  and  labourers'  dwellings  had 
been  before  the  public,  and  its  effect 
was  obvious  and  well  known  to  every- 
body. This  Standing  Order  was  not  in 
the  same  position,  and  it  was  only  a 
reasonable  request  that  its  consideration 
should  be  postponed.  In  making  that 
request,  he  was  certainly  not  disposed 
to  be  intimidated  by  the  would-be  Leader 
Hud  enfant  terrible  of  the  Conservative 
Party. 

Mu.  HOLMS  said,  he  would  only  say 
in  support  of  the  Motion  that  its  only 
object  was  to  make  the  Standing  Order 
perfectly  clear. 

Sir  R.  ASSHETON  CROSS  said,  he 
thought  it  would  have  been  better  to 
postpone  tlio  consideration  of  these  pro- 
posals uutil  Monday. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to:  words 
added  accordingly. 

Remaining  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Orders  be 
Standing  Orders  of  this  House. 

QUESTIONS. 

mELAND  — THE    QUEEN'S    COLLEGE. 
OALWAY-MR.  CUARLES  GEISSLER, 
PROFESSOR  OF  MODERN 
LANGUAGES. 
Mr.  nE.\LY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
What  academic  degree  ditl  Mr.  Chiiries 
Geissler  hold  when  lie  was  appointed  to 
the    Chair   of    Modern    Languages,    in 
Queen's   C<dlege,    Oalway  ;  what   steps 
did  the  authorities  of  Queen's   Collejce, 
Qttlway.  and  thoso  responsible  for  the 
appointinent.s  in  the   Queen's   Colleges, 
take  to  ascertain  whether  Mr.  Cliiirl«s 
Geisaler  was  properly  quulifii-d    to  lulfil 
the  duties  o£  a   Professor  in   Modem 
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Languages,  and  whether  the  academic 
degree  assumed  hy  Mr.  Charles  Geissler 
was  a  bona  fide  degree ;  in  what  Uni- 
versity did  Mr.  Charles  Geissler  graduate 
and  take  the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Philo- 
logy; and  were  any  documents  sub- 
mitted to  the  President  of  Queen's  Col- 
lege, Galway,  showing  that  Mr.  Charles 
Geissler  was  not  a  bona  fide  Doctor  in 
Philology  ? 

Mb.  TREVELTAN:  Mr.  Geissler, 
when  appointed  to  the  Chair  of  Modem 
Languages,  held  the  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Philology  in  the  University  of  Got- 
tingen.  He  was  appointed  to  the  Pro- 
fessorship at  Galway  in  November,  1868, 
by  the  then  Government,  after  consulta- 
tion with  the  late  President  of  the  Col- 
lege, and  presumably  after  full  consi- 
deration of  his  testimonials.  The  present 
President,  Dr.  Moffatt,  informs  me  that 
he  is  aware  that  his  Predecessor  insti- 
tuted most  careful  inquiries  as  to  Dr. 
Geissler's  abilities  and  character,  and 
that  he  was  assured  by  some  of  the 
highest  authorities  in  Ireland,  among 
whom  were  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Todd, 
8.F.T.O.D.,  the  late  Dr.  Lottner,  and 
Professor  Meisner,  of  Queen's  College, 
Belfast,  and  others,  that  he  was  emi- 
nently qualified  for  the  Chair  of  Modem 
Languages,  the  testimony  of  these  gen- 
tlemen in  his  favour  being  exceptionally 
strong.  Many  years  ago  a  letter  was 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  late 
President  and  the  Council  of  the  Col- 
lege, which  stated  that  Professor  Geiss- 
ler had  not  obtained  the  degree  he 
claimed.  This  allegation  was  carefully 
investigated  at  the  time  by  the  late  Pre- 
sident, who  subsequently  stated  that  the 
Professor  had  submitted  documents  to 
him  which  proved  that  he  had  taken  the 
degree. 

Mr.  HEALT  asked  whether  inquiries 
had  been  made  at  Qottingen  ? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  said,  he  was  not 
aware.  Professor  Geissler  was  at  pre- 
sent abroad. 

THE  MAGISTRACY  (IRELAND)- THE 
KING'S  CO.  AND  CO.  TIPPERARY. 
Me.  KENNY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  the  names  of  several  gentle- 
men resident  in  Roscrea  and  its  vicinity 
were  recommended  by  the  priests  and 
people  of  the  district  to  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor as  suitable  for  the  Commission  of 
the  Peace ;  and,  if  any  action  has  yet 
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been  taken  with  regard  to  their  appomi- 
ment  thereto  ? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN:  The  Lord  Chan- 
cellor  informs  me  that  such  representa- 
tions have  been  received,  and  that  he 
has  been  in  correspondence  thereon  with 
the  Lieutenants  of  the  King's  County 
and  the  county  of  Tipperary  with  respect 
to  them  ;  but  they  have  not  as  yet  been 
finally  disposed  of. 

THE  MAGISTRACY  (IRELAND)— MB. 

KELLY,  Q.O.,  COUNTY  COURT 

JUDGE  FOR  CLARE. 

Mb.  KENNY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
What  explanation  Mr.  Kelly,  Q.C., 
County  Court  Judge  for  Clare,  has  givea 
the  Lords  Justices  for  his  conduct  to- 
wards a  juror  in  his  Court  ? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  :  Sir,  the  County 
Court  Judge  states  that,  in  his  opinion, 
the  juror  referred  to  improperly  inter- 
fered with  the  prosecution  at  a  time 
and  in  a  manner  which  was  not  war- 
ranted. This  was  a  matter  entirely  for 
the  County  Court  Judge  to  determine, 
and  he  was  bound  to  stop  such  inter- 
ference if -it  was  improper  as  he  asserts 
it  was.  The  Lords  Justices  have  ac- 
cepted Mr.  Kelly's  explanation  as  satis- 
factory. 

LAW  AND  JtJSTICB  (IRELAND)-DYINQ 

DECLARATIONS-CASE  OF  THE 

BROTHERS  DELAHUNTY. 

Mr.  KENNY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
If  the  opinion  of  the  learned  Judge  who 
tried  the  case  has  been  given  with  re- 
gard to  the  importance  of  a  dying  de- 
claration made  relative  to  the  conviction 
of  the  brothers  Delahunty  at  Cork 
Winter  Assizes  1882  ? 

Mb.  TREVELYAN:  The  learned 
Judge  has  not  yet  expressed  an  opinion 
on  the  case,  which  is  stUl  before  him. 
He  telegraphs  to-day  that  he  will  send 
the  Papers  at  the  earliest  possible  mo- 
ment. When  they  arrive  they  will  be 
carefully  considered. 

LAW   AND   JUSTICE    (IRELAND)— THE 

DUBLIN    SCANDALS— MR. 

BOYLE,    J.P. 

Mr.  HEALY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  a  warrant  has  been  issued 
against  Mr.  B.  Boyle,  J.P.,  stockbroker, 
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in  connection  with  the  Dublin  scandals ; 
has  he  fled  from  justice  ;  and,  is  he  to  be 
alloTTed  to  remain  in  the  Oommission  of 
the  Peace  ? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  :  I  am  informed 
that  a  warrant  in  this  case  has  been 
issued ;  but  that  it  has  not  been  exe- 
cuted, as  Mr.  Boyle  has  left  the  coun- 
try. 

Mb.  HEALY  :  The  Government  are, 
of  course,  aware  that  Mr.  Boyle  holds  a 
Btockbroker's  warrant  ? 

Me.  TREVELYAN  :  Yes.  The  whole 
of  the  oircuniBtances  are  before  the  Lord 
Chancellor. 

CRIME  AND  OUTUAGE  (IRELAXD)- 
ATTACK  ON  THE  SALVATION  ARMY 
AT  UOOTEUILL,  CO.  CAVAN. 
Mr.  BERESFORD  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  Whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  an  attack  made  by  a  riotous 
mob  on  a  number  of  members  of 
the  Salvation  Army  in  the  town  of 
CootehiU,  county  Cavan,  Irehmd,  on 
22nd  May,  1884,  in  the  presence  of  the 
head  constable  and  other  constables  of 
the  local  force  of  the  Royal  Irish  Con- 
stabulary ;  whetier,  on  the  following 
Sunday,  several  hundred  persons  again 
assembled  with  the  intention  of  attack- 
ing the  Salvation  Army,  but  were  pre- 
vented doing  so  by  Captain  Mansfield, 
R.M.  and  a  large  force  of  police  ;  and, 
whether  the  Government  intend  to  pro- 
secute the  ringleaders  of  the  mob,  who 
are  well  known  to  the  police  ? 

Mb.  TREVELYAN  :  The  matter  has 
not  previously  been  upecially  under  my 
notice  ;  but  I  have  a  Report  now,  from 
which  I  find  that  the  circumstances  of 
the  disturbances  which  occurred  on  the 
22nd  of  May  were  fully  before  my  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral for  Ireland,  who  decided  not  to  direct 
any  prosecutions.  It  is  true  that  on 
occasions  subsequent  to  the  22nd  of  May 
further  disturbance  was  apprehended, 
and  police  arrangements  were  made  ac- 
cordingly. My  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
acted  on  the  well-advised  opinion  of  the 
Sessional  Crown  Solicitor. 

LAND    LAW    (IRELAND)    ACT,     1  SSI- 
CLAUSE    19  —  LOANS    FOE   LABOUR- 
EltiJ'  COTTAGES. 
Colonel  COLTHURST  asked  thoChief 

Secretary  to   the    Lord    Lieutenant   of 


Ireland,  Whether  he  will  suggest  to 
the  Land  Ciiuiniissinnor!'  to  include  in 
their  Report  of  Proeeeding.s  (furnished 
monthly)  the  number  of  orders  made 
under  Clause  19,  Land  Act,  lb8l,  for 
the  building  or  repair  of  labourers'  cot- 
tages ? 

Mk.  TREVELYAN:  The  Land  Com- 
missioners have  drawn  my  attention  to 
the  fact  that  information  on  this  subject 
is  given  in  their  monthly  Returns  of 
judicial  rents.  They  do  not  think  it 
would  bo  desirable  to  attempt  to  include 
this  detail  in  their  monthly  Return  of 
proceedings — the  issue  of  which  would 
be  greatly  delayed  thereby. 

PEACE  PRESERVATION  (IRETAND) 
ACT,  1881  — POLICE  UUT  AT  RATH- 
GORMACK.  CO.  WATERFORD. 
iln.  LEAMY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  a  police  hut  was  erected  in  the 
parish  of  Rathgormack,  county  of  Water- 
ford,  over  three  years  ago,  in  a  district 
in  which  not  a  single  outrage  was  com- 
mitted during  the  whole  of  the  agita- 
tion, and  which  is  a  most  peaceable  dis-I 
trict ;  and,  if  he  will  state  why  the  hut 
was  erected,  why  it  has  been  kept  up 
for  three  years  at  the  expense  of  the 
ratepayers,  and  when  will  it  be  re- 
moved ? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN:  The  police  station 
was  established  at  Rathgormack  a  little 
over  two  years  ago.  The  men  are  in- 
cluded in  the  county  force,  and  are  not 
charged  to  the  district.  It  would  be 
necessary  to  establish  a  station  in  that 
locality,  because  a  large  tract  of  country 
there  was  without  police.  It  is  not 
eorroct  to  say,  I  am  informed,  that  the 
district  is  free  from  outrage.  A  good  deal,] 
of  intimidation  is  being  carried  on.  The 
forming  of  this  station  enabled  the  Go- 
vernment to  do  away  with  two  protection, 
posts,  which  were  necessarily  established 
tor  the  protection  of  persons  in  charge  of 
evicted  farms. 

In  reply  to  a  further  Question  from 
Mr.  Leamy, 

Mb.  TREVELYAN  said,  that  he  was 
not  informed  whether,  numerically,  the 
two  protection  posts  or  the  police  station 
included  the  more  men.  He  should 
imagine,  from  the  information  given 
him,  that  there  was  no  extra  charge  on 
the  county  in  consequence  of  the  police 
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station,  whicli  enabled  the  protection 
posts  to  be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  LEAMT  :  Will  this  be  kept  up? 

Me.  TEEVELTAN  :  It  will  certainly 
not  be  kept  up,  if  it  is  not  necessary ; 
but  I  am  informed  it  is  still  necessary. 

VACCINATION  ACTS-CASE  OF  THE 

EEV.  W.  KEAY,  GEEAT 

YAEMOUTH. 

Me.  HOPWOOD  asked  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  Whe- 
ther his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
case  of  the  Rev.  W.  Keay,  curate  of 
Great  Yarmouth,  who  has  been  twice 
prosecuted  and  fined  the  maximum 
penalty  and  exceptionally  heavy  costs 
lor  refusing  to  submit  his  child  to  vac- 
cination, and  is  now  served  with  notice 
of  further  proceedings ;  and,  whether  he 
will  call  the  attention  of  guardians  to 
the  '*  Evesham  "  letter  ? 

Mb.  GEORGE  RUSSELL  (for  Sir 
Chaeles  W.  Dilke),  in  reply,  said,  the 
Board  had  received  letters  from  this 
gentleman,  copies  of  which  had  been 
forwarded  to  the  Board  of  Guardians, 
together  with  a  copy  of  the  "  Evesham" 
letter  referred  to  in  the  Question. 


Conference. 
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MADAGASCAR  —  NAVAL    OPERATIONS 

OF  FRANCE— PROTECTION  TO 

BRITISH  COMMERCE. 

Me.  ALEXANDER  M'ARTHUR 
asked  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  Whether  the  Govern- 
ment have  received  any  authentic  infor- 
mation from  the  French  Government  as 
to  their  intentions  in  Madagascar ;  and, 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  great 
injury  inflicted  upon  British  commerce 
by  the  French  Naval  operations  on  the 
Malagasy  coast,  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment will  take  such  steps  as  may  be 
necesciary  to  protect  the  interests  of  this 
Country  in  the  island,  and  to  promote 
the  restoration  of  peace  ? 

LoED  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE  : 
No,  Sir ;  no  such  information  has  been 
received.  I  have  already  stated,  in  reply 
to  the  hon.  Member  for  Eye  (Mr.  Ash- 
mead-Bartlett),  that  a  British  man-of- 
war  has  proceeded  to  the  station,  and 
that  the  Consular  Staff  has  been 
strengthened  in  order  to  afford  to  British 
subjects  the  protection  to  which  they 
were  entitled.  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment have  also  received  assurances  from 
the  French  Government  that  the  Naval 
Commanders  have  had  instructions  sent 
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to  them  to  carry  on  their  operations  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  injure  as  little  as 
possible  neutral  subjects  and  their  pro- 
perty. 

ROYAL  IRISH  CONSTABULARY- 
SECRET   SOCIETIES  —  NUMBER    OF 
FREEMASONS. 

Me.  small  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  he  can  state  the  number  of 
Freemasons  in  each  gjade  of  the  Con- 
stabulary Force  in  Ireland,  distinguish- 
ing them  also  by  their  religious  denomi- 
nations ? 

Me.  TREVELTAN:  No,  Sir;  the 
Government  have  no  information  on  the 
subject  which  would  enable  them  to  pre- 
pare the  Return. 

Me.  he ALY  asked,  if  his  information 
was  correct,  that  every  policeman  on 
joining  had  to  take  the  Oath  of  Allegi- 
ance to  Her  Majesty,  and  that  while  the 
members  of  the  force  were  not  permitted 
to  belong  to  any  other  secret  society, 
they  were  allowed  to  become  Members 
of  the  Freemason  secret  society  ? 

Me.  TREVELYAN:  Yes,  Sir;  that 
is  the  case. 

INDIA    (MADRAS)— PERSONAL    STAFF 

OF  THE  GOVERNOR-POSTAL 

FACILITIES. 

Me.  JUSTIN  M'CABTHY  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  Whe- 
ther he  will  inform  the  House  from  wlxat 
year  the  practice  dates  of  allowing 
Officers,  Civil  and  Military,  on  the  per- 
sonal Staff  of  the  Governor  of  Madras, 
to  send  letters  home  for  two  pence  the 
half  ounce,  against  five  pence  the  usual 
rate ;  under  what  circumstances  this  new 
arrangement  was  made ;  and,  why  these 
Staff  Officers,  who  draw  high  rates  of 
pay  and  allowances,  should  enjoy  an 
advantage  denied  to  poorly  paid  Regi- 
mental (Officers  ? 

Me.  J.  K.  CROSS :  Sir,  the  practice 
described  by  the  hon.  Member  does  not 
exist.  Letters  inclosed  in  the  Governor's 
bag  are  carried  free,  as  I  informed  the 
hon.  Gentleman  on  Monday. 

EGYPT— THE  CONFERENCE. 

Baeon  HENRY  DE  WOKMS  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether  it  is  a  fact,  as  stated 
by  The  Cologne  Oazette  and  The  London 
Observer,  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment has  urged  Germany  to  employ  her 
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influence  to  modify  the  hostile  attitude 
taken  up  by  Franco  towards  Englnud  in 
the  Conference  on  the  finances  of  Egypt, 
and  that  Germany  has  declined  to  inter- 
fere? 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAUEICE  : 
Sir,  aR  stated  yesterday  by  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  it  is  impossible, 
until  a  full  statement  is  made  in  regard 
to  the  Cunference,  to  make  incomplete 
communications  in  the  House  in  regard 
to  particular  points;  but  I  must  ask 
that,  meanwhile,  no  inferences  should 
be  drawn,  either  positive  or  negative, 
from  my  refusal  to  make  such  communi- 
cations. 

AUSTRALIAN   COLONIES— I5rP(5RTA- 
TION   OF  FRENCH   RECIDIVISTS. 

Mb.  ERRINGTON  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Aflairs, 
Whether  he  can  give  the  House  any 
infoiTuation  as  to  the  results  of  the 
romonstrances  which,  in  the  interests  of 
our  Australasian  Colonies,  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  has  been  making  to 
the  Government  of  Franco  against  the 
proposed  whoieuale  deportation  of  French 
criminal  classes  to  New  Caledonia,  and 
against  the  serious  injuries  which,  even 
with  their  present  limited  development, 
the  French  penal  settlements  entail  on 
our  fellow-subjwts  ? 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE: 
Sir,  Her  Majesty's  Government  have  not 
yet  received  a  roply  to  the  representation 
which  Her  Majesty's  Ambassador  at 
Paris  addressed  to  the  French  Govem- 
meut  on  the  23rd  of  May  last;  but  it  is 
probable  that,  before  replying,  they  have 
awaited  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
the  French  Senate  upon  the  Bill  relating 
to  this  matter.  This  Report  was  only 
laid  liefore  the  Senate  on  the  29th  ultimo, 
and  then  ordered  to  be  printed.  This 
question  oontiaues  to  engage  the  serious 
attention  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment. 

EDUCATION    DEPARTMENT  —  SCHOOL 
ACCOMMODATION. 

Me.  J.  G.  TALBOT  asked  the  Vice 
President  of  the  Committee  of  Council, 
Whether  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown 
have  given  their  opinion  as  to  the  neces- 
sity laid  upon  the  School  Boards  to  sup- 
Ely  school  accommodation ;  and,  whether 
e  can  communicate  the  result  of  their 
opinion  to  the  House  ? 


Mr.  MTINDELLA:  We  have  received 
the  opinion  of  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Crown  ;  and  the  result  is  that  the  action 
of  the  Department  since  the  passing  of 
the  Act  of  1870  is  fully  sustained.  In 
their  view,  the  necessity  is  laid  upon 
School  Boards  to  supply  school  accom- 
modation. Thej-  are,  further,  of  opi- 
nion that  when  a  School  Board  is  estab- 
lislied  to  supply  tiie  deficiency  of  accom- 
modation, it  ia  bound  to  supply  such 
deficiency  by  School  Board  schools,  and 
the  Department  has  not  the  discretion  to 
accept  a  voluntary  supply  in  substitution 
for  the  accommodation  to  be  provided  by 
the  School  Board. 

ARSIT  (AUXILIARY  FORCE.S)  — MILITTA 
QUARTERMA.STER.S-RETIRED  PAT. 

Du.  LYONS  asked  the  Financial  Secre- 
tary to  the  War  Office,  AVTiat  rate  of 
Army  retired  pay  are  Militia  Quarter- 
masters, who  received  Army  commissions 
in  1874,  1875,  and  1876,  and  who  had 
previounly  served  in  the  non-commis- 
sioned rank  of  the  Regular  Army  for  21 
years,  entitled  to  for  a  service  under  five 
years  with  a  Brigade  Depot  if  they  are 
willing  to  surrender  their  claim  to  Chel- 
sea Pension  ? 

Sir  ARTHUR  HAYTER  :  The  quar- 
termasters referred  to,  if  compiilsorily 
retired  at  the  age  of  55,  are  entitled  to 
■in.  till,  a-day  as  retired  pay.  If,  on  the 
3l8t  of  March,  1877,  they  were  in  receipt 
of  Chelsea  pension,  they  can  draw  such 
pension  concurrently  with  retired  pay  ; 
but  the  surrender  of  their  Chelsea  pen- 
sion would  not  give  a  title  to  higher  re- 
tired pay. 

ARMY— QUAETERMASTEHS— PROMO- 
TION. 

Mr.  BIGGAR  asked  the  Financial 
Secretary  to  the  War  Office,  What  pros- 
pect a  Quartermaster  in  the  Army  has 
of  further  promotion  ;  and  if  he  could 
state  why  this  class  of  soldier  is  in- 
eligible for  promotion  to  the  position 
of  Paymaster  in  consequence  of  the 
present  regulations  ? 

Sir  ARTHUR  HAYTER :  In  answer 
to  the  first  part  of  the  hon.  Member'! 
Question,  I  have  to  say  that  a  quarter- 
master in  the  Army  may  be  recom- 
mended for  promotion  to  the  rank  of 
lieutenant  in  either  Cavalry  or  Infantry 
by  Article  VI.  of  the  Revised  Pay  War- 
rant, provided  he  shall  not  exceed  the 
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age  of  32  years.  AVhen  promoted  to  be 
a  lieutenant,  he  is  eligible  for  pi-omotion 
to  the  rank  of  captain  after  two  years' 
eerrice,  either  upon  half-pny  or  in  a  re- 
giment ;  and,  in  the  latter  case,  he  be- 
comes eligible  for  a  regimental  majority 
up  to  40  years  of  age,  and  afterwards 
to  promotion  to  tlie  higher  grades.  If  he 
remainH  a  quartermaster,  he  obtains  by 
Article  VIII.  the  honorary  and  relative 
rank  of  captain  after  10  years'  commis- 
sioned service  as  quartermaster  on  full 
pay,  which  carries  with  it  an  increase  of 
allowances  and  widow's  pension.  In 
answer  to  the  second  part  of  the  Ques- 
tion, I  have  to  say  that  the  quartermaster 
is  a  commissioned  officer  as  defined  by 
the  Army  Act,  and  not  "  a  soldier,"  as 
stated  in  the  Question ;  while  the  pre- 
sent Regulations  for  admission  to  the 
Pay  Department  do  not  render  him  in- 
eligible, but  rather  facilitate  his  entry 
into  the  Department  by  reducing  the 
qualifying  service  from  ten  to  seven  years 
in  the  combatant  ranks  for  first  ap- 
pointments as  paymasters. 

EDUCATION  DEPAKTMENT-OVEIt- 
PRESSURE  IN  BOARD  SCUOOLS. 

Mr.  J.  G.  TALBOT  asked  the  Vice 
President  of  the  Committee  of  Council, 
Whether  he  will  consider,  during  the 
recess,  the  practicability  of  making  in- 
quiries, in  the  case  of  Elementary  Schools 
in  which  over-pressure  is  alleged  to  exist, 
by  persons  unconnected  with  the  manage- 
ment of  those  schools  ? 

Mk.  MUNDELLA:  We  are  satisfied 
that  the  provisions  of  the  New  Code  and 
the  Instruotions  to  Her  Majesty's  In- 
spectors will  do  all  that  can  be  done  by 
the  Education  Department  to  prevent 
the  alleged  over-pressure.  Until  it  is 
shown  by  experience  that  these  precau- 
tions are  insufficient,  any  inquiry  which 
would  prejudice  the  action  of  managers 
and  Local  Authorities  would  appear  to 
be  objectionable  and  unnecessary. 

Mr.  J.  O.  TALBOT :  Perhaps  I  may 
be  allowed  to  explain.  We  have  had 
many  complaints  of  the  kind ;  and  1 
must  say  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
given  them  his  best  attention.  But  what 
I  want  to  know  is,  will  an  inquiry  bo 
made  in  each  case  by  an  Inspector  inde- 
pendent of  the  Department,  in  the  same 
way  as  the  Home  Office,  in  case  of  acci- 
dent, inspects  mines? 

Mr.  MUNDELLA  :  That  would  be 
hardly  fair.     The  School  Boards  in  the 

Sir  Arthur  Haytir 


country  are  most  anxious  to  preTent 
over-pressure,  and  I  wish  that  some  of 
the  voluntary  schools  would  do  now 
what  the  board  schools  are  doing.  The 
London  School  Board,  I  am  informed, 
have  put  their  pupil  teachers  on  hall 
time.  It  would  be  very  unfair  to  insti- 
tute an  iudt<peudeut  inquiry,  when  the 
School  Boards  are  doing  the  best  they 
can. 

Mr.  DAWSON  asked  whether  the  at- 
tention of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
been  called  to  the  fact  that  the  introduo< 
tioa  of  a  system  of  manual  or  industrial 
employment  during  a  portion  of  the  day 
would  be  a  great  relief  from  over-pree- 
sure  ? 

Mr.  MUNDELLA:  Yes.  Sir;  my 
attention  has  been  brought  to  the  sub- 
ject. 

ARMY— PURCHASE   OFFICERS-COM- 
PULSORY   RRTIREMENT. 
Sir  JOHN  HAY  asked  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War,  Whether  his  attention 
has  been  directed  to  the  case  of  the  hard- 
ship   inflicted    on    some    officers   who, 
having  purchased  their  Subaltern's  com- 
missions, have  been  compulsorily  retired 
from  the  rank  of  Major  at  the  ago  of 
48 ;    aud,   whether,  in   order  to   abate 
this   hardship,   ho    will   consider    if  it 
bo  possible   to  extend  the  age  in  this 
case  to  the  age  of  50,  as  has  been  done 
in  the  case  of  those  who  bad'purchased 
their  captain's  commission  ? 

The  Marqcbss  of  HARTINGTON  : 
If  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Baronet 
will  refer  to  the  Report  of  the  Eoyal 
Commission  of  1874  on  Army  Promo- 
tion, he  will  find  that  one  of  the  general 
priuoiples  adopted  in  dealing  with  the 
purchase  officers  was  that — 

"Officers  who  had  been  promoted  to  a  higher 
re^imentHl  rank  since  the  iibolition  of  Purclmn 
cannot  claim  exemption  from  any  new  rule* 
affecting  that  higher  rank." 

In  reply  to  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Baronet,  my  Predecessor  stated,  in  1881, 
that  he  would  not  be  justified  in  disturb- 
ing the  settlement  of  1877  as  to  tliese 
ofJicers,  and  I  can  only  concur  in  that 
decision. 

IRELAND— THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF 
SCIENCE,  DUBLIN. 
Mb.  DAWSON  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
What  facilities  are  afforded  by  the  Royal 
College  of  Science  in   Dublin  for  th© 
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practical  teaching  of  the  artizan  classes ; 
what  lectures  there  are  on  industrial 
subjects ;  and,  whether  there  are  fven- 
ing  classes  for  the   benefit   of   persona 

ployed  nt  labour  by  day  ;  and,  if  so, 
low  many  artijtana  are  in  attendance  ? 

Mb.  MUNDELLA  :  Full  information 
as  to  the  courses  of  instruction  in  the 
College  of  Science  are  given  in  the  direc- 
tory of  that  institution,' which  is  pub- 
lished annually.  The  only  special  faci- 
lities offered  to  the  artizan  classes  are 

e  Boyal  Exhibitions,  national  scholar- 

ips,  and  free  admissions,  annually  open 

competition.  TheCoUege  was  intended 
to  allbrd  advanced  scientific  instruction, 
the  general  scheme  of  which  was  laid 
down  by  a  Commission  presided  over  by 
Lord  Rosse  in  1866.  Their  Eeport  will 
be  found  in  Parliamentary  Paper  No. 
219  of  1867.  The  Professors  are  not 
required  to  give  evening  lectures  by 
that  scheme,  or  by  the  terms  of  their 
.ppoiutmont,  such  evening  lectures  for 
;ne  working  classes  being  provided  for 
by  the  general  system  of  Aid-to-Scienco 
and  Art  Classes ;  but  they  have  volun- 

rily  given  courses  at  different  times. 
he  courses  given  in  the  Sossion  1882-3 
will  bo  found  at  page  307  of  the  last 
annual  Report  of  the  Department.  No 
evening  lectures  were  given  during  the 
Ses.sion  just  terminated,  because  those 
during  the  previous  Session  were  not 
sufficiently  well  attended  to  induce  the 
Professors  to  continue  them.  I  trust  I 
may  bo  allowed  to  supplement  my  an- 
swer to  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  the  University  of  Oxford  (Mr.  J.  G. 
Talbot),  and  add  that  in  cases  of  over- 
pressure in  board  schools  inquiry  is 
always  made  by  an  Inspootor  of  the 
Education  Department,  independently  of 
the  School  Board  concerned. 

Me.  DAWSON  :  Might  I  ask  if  there 
is  any  scientific  or  other  institution  in 
Dublin,  a  city  of  300,000  inhabitants, 
to  give  instruction  to  artizaus  ? 

Mr.  MUNDELLA:  There  are  the 
same  facilities  in  Dublin  as  in  London, 
and  in  every  other  city  and  town  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  We  make  just  the 
sauie  grants  tu  students  in  Ireland  as  to 
students  in  England  and  Scotland,  and 
the  same  scholarships  are  open. 

EAST   INDIAN    UNCLAIMED  STOCKS 
BILL. 
Mb.  BOURKE  ft.sked  theUnder  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Lidia,  Whether  Her 


Majesty's  Government  propose  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  East  Inaian  Unclaimed 
Stocks  Bill  this  Session;  or,  if  not, 
whether  the  discharge  of  the  Order  will 
be  moved  this  evening? 
Ma.  J.  K.  CROSS :  Yes,  Sir. 

CENTRAL  ASIA-DELIMITATION   OF 
THE   AFC.UAN   FRONTIER. 

Mr.  BOURKE  asked  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India,  Whether  the 
Russian  escort  which  is  to  accompany 
the  Commission  for  delimiting  the  fron- 
tier of  Afghanistan  is  to  consist  of  a 
battery  of  artillery,  a  regiment  of 
cavalry,  and  a  regiment  of  infantry? 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE : 
No  iuformatiou  of  that  character  has 
been  recoived  by  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  BOURKE:  Then  I  will  ask— I 
hardly  know  whom — but  will  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  take  steps  to  ascer- 
tain, before  the  Commission  starts  from 
India,  what  the  nature  of  the  Russian 
escort  is  to  be ;  and  whether,  if  this 
Gommissiou  is  to  go  on,  they  will  make 
arrangements  for  having  a  suitable  escort 
for  the  British  Commissioners? 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE: 
I  think  the  Question  regarding  the  escort 
to  the  British  Commissioners  would  be 
more  properly  asked  of  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India ;  but  I  can  cer- 
tainly say  that  the  question  is  receiving 
attention,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that,  in 
regard  to  the  Russian  escort,  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Ambassador  at  St.  Petersburg 
will  keep  the  Government  fully  in- 
formed. 

Mr.  BOURKE :  Has  the  noble  Lord 
noticed  a  statement  in  T/i*  Uombay  Gatttft 
with  regard  to  the  Russian  escort  ?  If 
not,  I  shall  be  very  happy  to  supply  hiiu 
with  it.  

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE: 
I  have  seen  a  notice  in  one  of  the  news- 
papers ;  it  is  probably  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  refers  to. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  CO  WEN :  In  the  event 
of  this  Frontier  being  settled,  I  wish  to 
ask  the  noble  Lord  if  the  Government 
are  prepared  to  state  what  means  they 
are  going  to  take  to  maintain  it  after- 
wards ? 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE: 
No,  Sir.  I  stated  the  other  day  that, 
while  these  negotiations  were  going  on, 
it  was  quite  impossible  to  make  a  state* 
mout  iu  regard  to  the  aubjeot. 
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MINES    REGULATION   ACT,  1872— 
INSPECTOES  OF  MINES. 

Me.  BEOADHUEST  aaked  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, Whether  he  can  now  inform  the 
House  as  to  the  decision  of  the  Go- 
vernment regarding  the  necessity  for 
increasing  the  number  of  inspectors  of 
mines  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  HAECOUET,  in 
reply,  said,  he  had  been  in  communica- 
tion with  the  Treasury  on  the  subject ; 
and,  having  received  the  sanction  of 
that  Department,  he  hoped  soon  to 
make  arrangements  for  appointing  addi- 
tional Inspectors,  in  accordance  with 
what  he  thought  was  the  general  view 
of  the  House  expressed  during  the  recent 
debate  on  the  question. 

INLAND  NAVIGATION  AND  DRAINAGE 
(IRELAND)— THE  RIVER  SHANNON. 

Mr.  T.  A.  DICKSON  asked  the  Finan- 
cial Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  If  the 
outlay  of  £58,757,  expended  in  sluicing 
the  weirs  to  regulate  the  Shannon  floods, 
has  been  defrayed  entirely  by  the  Trea- 
sury? 

Mb.  COURTNEY:  Yes,  Sir;  the 
navigation  over  the  whole  of  the  Shan- 
non is  managed  by  the  State,  which 
collects  the  receipts,  and  applies  them 
towards  the  necessary  expenditure. 
The  improvement  of  the  weirs  was  com- 
menced in  the  distressed  period  of  1880, 
and,  being  a  work  intimately  connected 
with  the  navigation,  had  to  be  paid  for 
entirely  by  the  public,  although  local 
proprietors  have,  no  doubt,  partly  bene- 
fited by  it. 

NAVY— NAVAL  COURTS   MARTIAL. 

Mb.  STEWART  MACLIVER  asked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty,  Whe- 
ther it  is  contemplated  to  take  steps  to 
secure  for  Naval  Courts  Martial  such  a 
degree  of  legal  revision  as  is  given  to 
Army  Courts  Martial  ? 

Mb.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNERMAN  : 
Yes,  Sir;  it  has  appeared  to  the 
Board  of  Admiralty  to  be  desirable 
that  the  proceedings  and  findings  of 
courts  martial  should  be  submitted 
to  the  Judge  Advocate  of  the  Fleet, 
with  reference  to  any  points  of  law 
that  might  arise  concerning  them,  and 
some  time  ag^  orders  were  given  ac- 
cordingly. 


REFORMATORY  AND   INDUSTRIAL 

SCHOOLS     (IRELAND)   —  INDUSTRIAL 

SCHOOLS,  LIMERICK— SURCHARGES. 

Mr.  BERESFORD  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  Whether  it  is  the  fact  that  Sir 
John  Lentaigne,  C.B.,  surcharged  some 
of  the  male  and  female  managers  of  in- 
dustrial schools  situated  in  Limerick  a 
considerable  suiu  of  money  for  inaccu- 
racy in  their  reports,  and  representing 
to  him  that  a  number  of  children  were 
in  the  schools  when  they  were  inmates 
of  the  Limerick  Union  Workhouse ; 
whether  the  managers  were  paid  a  sum 
of  money,  from  several  counties,  for  the 
same  children,  who  were  supported  at 
the  expeuse  of  the  ratepayers ;  and, 
whether  he  will  state  to  the  House  the 
several  amounts  which  have  been  thus 
paid  to  these  managers  ? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN:  Sir,  it  is  a  fact 
that  Sir  John  Lentaigne,  when  auditing 
the  accounts  of  the  Government  grant 
in  aid,  surcharged  the  managers  of  three 
Limerick  schools,  in  respect  of  certain 
children,  who  were  paid  for  at  a  time 
when  they  were  in  Limerick  Workhouse 
Hospital.  The  amounts  were — St.  Vin- 
cent s  Industrial  School,  £109;  Lime- 
rick Male  School,  £29;  St.  Joseph's 
Reformatory  School,  £1.  It  is  also  a 
fact  that  the  Government  have  received 
an  explanation  from  the  managers, 
which  has  enabled  them  to  decide  to 
remit  the  surcharge — the  explanation 
being  shortly  that  there  were  always 
in  the  schools  a  larger  number  of 
children  than  the  Qovemment  grant  was 
paid  for,  and  that  when  it  was  necessary 
to  send  some  of  the  children  to  the 
workhouse  hospital,  in  consequence  of 
their  suffering  from  infectious  disease, 
the  managers  omitted  to  send  forward 
to  the  Industrial  Schools  Department 
the  names  of  the  children  to  be  substi- 
tuted in  respect  of  the  claim  for  the  rate 
in  aid.  This  is  probably  the  circum- 
stance to  which  the  hon.  Member  refers, 
as  Sir  John  Lentaigne  does  not  audit  the 
county  grants.  They  are  audited  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  auditor.  He 
is  at  present  on  leave  of  absence,  and 
I  have  not  been  able  to  communicate 
with  him. 

PREVENTION    OF    CRIME    (IRELAND) 
ACT,  1882— EXTRA  POLICE. 
Mb.    PARNELL   asked    the    Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
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land,  Whether  he  can  state  the  number 
of  extra  police,  including  oflicers  and 
men,  quartered  in  each  county  and  city 
in  Ireland ;  also  the  dates  respectively 
of  the  Beveral  proclamations  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  under  which  tliey  are  so 
quartered ;  also  the  counties  and  cities 
in  which  the  recent  reduction  of  extra 
men  has  been  made  ;  and  the  amount  of 
such  reduction  in  each  county  or  city  ? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN:  The  informa- 
tion asked  for  could  not  be  conveniently 
g^ven  iu  answer  to  a  Question  ;  but  I 
shall  be  happy  to  hand  to  the  hon. 
Member,  at  once,  a  table  showing  the 
number  of  extra  police  in  each  county 
on  the  aist  of  December  last  and  the 
30th  of  June  respectively,  under  Section 
13  of  the  old  Act,  and  under  the  Pre- 
vention of  Crime  Act,  and  thereductions 
made  in  the  six  months  intervening.  I 
could  not  give  the  dates  of  the  several 
proclamations  under  the  Prevention  uf 
Crime  Act  without  a  reference  to  Dublin, 
which  time  does  not  permit  of,  no  notice 
of  the  Question  having  been  received. 
But  the  Papers  will  coutain  the  dates  of 
the  proclamations  under  Section  13  of 
the  Act  of  William  IV. 

Mr.  PARNELL  said,  that  the  in- 
formation referred  to  would  bo  sufficient 
for  his  purpose. 

EGYPT   (EVENT-S   IX  THE   SOUDAN)— 

b  RAILWAY  AT  SUAKIN. 

Me,  JUSTIN  HUNTLY  M'CARTHY 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  AYar. 
If  it  is  a  fact  that  diJTerent  kinds  of 
"  plant,"  with  which  it  is  impossible  to 
construct  a  Railway,  have  been  sent  for 
that  purpose  to  Suakin  ;  and,  if  the  Go- 
vernment authorize  this  pretended  con- 
struction of  a  Railway,  and  for  what 
purpose  ? 

The  Mabquess  of  HARTTNGTON  : 
Sir,  in  view  of  the  possibility  of  a  rail- 
way being  constructed  iu  the  Soudan,  a 
light  contractor's  tramway  of  18-inch 
gauge,  which  was  iu  store,  has  been 
sent  out  to  facilitate  operations  at  the 
landing  stages,  piers,  and  depots  at 
Suakin.  A  small  quantity  of  the  metre 
gauge  has  also  been  sent  out,  which  will 
I  be  the  gauge  adopted,  if  the  railway 
I  is  made.  The  contractor's  railway  which 
was  sent  out  was  not  for  the  purpose  of 
the  construction  of  a  line  of  any  consider- 
able length;  but  only  for  putting  the 
place  in  a  state  of  preparation  if  a  rail- 
way were  to  be  oonstruoted. 


NAVY— H.M.S.  "GARNET"— THE  IN- 
QUIRY  INTO  CHARGES  AGAINST 
OFFICERS. 

Me.  DEASY  asked  the  Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty,  What  has  been  the  result 
of  the  investigation  into  the  charges 
made  by  Mr.  Donovan,  editor  of  Tha 
Granada  People  newspaper,  against  cer- 
tain officers  of  11. M.S.  Gariitt  ? 

Mk.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNERMAN  : 
We  still  await  the  Report  on  this  sub- 
ject which  was  called  for  from  the 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Station.  As 
there  has  been  considerable  delay,  we 
have  renewed  our  request  for  a  reply. 

EGYPT  (ARMY  OF  OCCUrATION)— 
RAMLEH  BARRACKS. 

Mr.  a.  ROSS  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  Whether  any  Report  was 
made  on  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
barracks  at  Ramleh,  iu  Egypt,  before 
their  occupation  by  Briti.sh  troops  ;  and, 
whether  there  is  an  unusual  amount  of 
sickness,  especially  enteric  fever,  pre- 
valent among  the  battalion  quartered 
there  ? 

The  Mabqukss  of  HARTINGTON: 
Sir,  I  am  aware  of  the  painful  circum- 
stances which  has  induced  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman to  call  attention  to  this  matter — the 
death  of  a  near  relative,  his  gallant  son. 
1  hope  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  permit 
me  to  express  my  sympathy  with  his 
family.  I,  however,  may  say  that  in 
September,  1 882,  owing  to  the  prevalence 
of  fever  among  the  Force  at  Alexandria, 
and  especially  among  that  portion  of  it 
encamped  in  and  about  Ramleh,  it  be- 
came necessary  to  find  barrack  accom- 
modation for  the  troops,  and  all  avail- 
able buildings  were  then  inspected  and 
a  Report  furnished.  The  Ramleh  bar- 
racks were  stated  to  be  large  and  good 
barracks,  occupying  an  admirable  site 
exposed  to  the  sea,  with  a  bathing  stage 
available  ;  they  required  to  be  cleansed, 
ventilated,  and  provided  with  proper 
sanitary  arrangements.  In  the  Sanitary 
Report  for  1 883  it  is  stated  that  a  large 
amount  of  sanitary  work  has  been  car- 
ried out  in  these  barracks,  and  that  all 
the  sewers  and  pits  are  now  in  a  good 
sanitary  state.  The  present  sick  rate  at 
Ramleh  is  high ;  by  the  last  Return 
there  were  16  cases  of  enteric  fever  under 
treatment,  and  a  total  of  185  sick  from 
all  causes  in  a  strength  of  1,303.  An 
increase  of  febrile  disease  is  to  be  ex« 
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pected  at  this  season  in  Egypt,  and  the 
principal  medical  officer  in  Egypt  (now 
at  home)  states  that  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  attribute  all  the  enteric  fever  to 
the  insanitary  state  of  these  barracks 
after  the  extensive  sanitary  work  that 
has  been  carried  out  in  them.  There 
were  25  cases  of  enteric  fever  under 
treatment  at  Cairo. 

POST  OFFICE  PROTECTION  BILL. 

Babon  henry  DE  WOEMS  asked 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Whe- 
ther, having  regard  to  the  importance 
to  the  public  interests  of  the  provisions 
in  the  Post  Office  Protection  Bill,  relating 
to  the  forgery  and  disclosure  of  tele- 
grams, the  mischievous  destruction  of 
letters  in  pillar  boxes,  and  the  manufac- 
ture of  fictitious  stamps,  and  seeing  that 
the  BiU  has  passed  the  House  of  Lords, 
he  will  give  an  early  opportunity  for  the 
discussion  of  the  measure,  so  that  it 
might  pass  into  Law  this  Session  ? 

Mh.  GLADSTONE,  in  reply,  said,  the 
Oovernment  were  very  desirous  of  pass- 
ing the  Bill.  They  could  not  stop 
Supply  for  the  purpose  ;  but,  as  the  Bill 
had  been  through  the  Lords,  he  had 
very  good  hope  that  they  should  find  an 
opportunity  of  passing  it  this  Session. 

PARLIAMENT  — WESTMINSTER    HALL 
(WEST  FRONT) -SITE  OF  THE  OLD 
LAW  COURTS. 
Sib  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  asked  the 
Prime  Minister,  Whether  he  will  use 
his  influence  to  provide,  on  the  ground 
lately  occupied  by  the  Law  Courts,  to 
the  West  of  Westminster  Hall,  accom- 
modation for  the  Grand  Committees  ? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE,  in  reply,  said, 
that  ho  must  first  have  an  opportunity 
of  consulting  the  First  Commissioner  of 
Works  before  he  expressed  any  opinion 
on  the  subject. 

MOTION. 

PARLIAMENT  —  BUSINESS     OF     THE 
HOUSE-COMMITTEE  OF  SUPPLY- 
STANDING  ORDER  426a. 
BESOLUTION. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE,  inrising  to  move— 

"  That,  for  the  remainder  of  the  Session,  the 
Standing  Order  of  the  27th  of  November,  1882, 
relating  to  Notices  on  going  into  Committee  of 
Snppljr  on  Monday  and  Thursday,  be  extended 
to  Saturday," 

Xif  Jfarjutu  of  Marttngtm 


said,  it  would  be  evident  to  the  Honse 
that  if  he  were  to  more  the  Motion 
which  stood  in  his  name  on  the  Paper 
yesterday,  to  include  Friday  as  well  as 
Saturday,  that  a  great  deal  of  time 
would  be  lost,  as  such  a  Motion  would 
lead  to  the  expression  of  great  difference 
of  opinion.  It  might  be,  perhaps,  of 
interest  to  the  House,  and  they  would 
see  that  the  Government  had  some  jus- 
tification for  the  proposal,  when  he  told 
them  that  for  the  whole  of  Supply  last 
year  there  were  26  Sittings,  and  that 
they  had  already  spent  30  Sittings  in 
Supply  this  Session,  and  had  some  more 
in  prospect.  Therefore,  he  hoped  the 
House  would  be  generally  favourable 
to  the  Motion,  and  support  it.  With 
regard  to  the  Sitting  to-morrow,  it 
would  be  for  Supply,  and  Supply  alone. 
The  Government  should  not  think  it 
right,  as  far  as  they  were  concerned,  of 
promoting  any  other  Business,  either  of 
their  own  or  of  private  Memhers.  He 
moved  the  Resolution  of  which  Notice 
had  been  given. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That,  for  the  remainder  of  the  Session,  the 
Standing  Order  of  the  27th  of  November,  1882, 
relating  to  Notices  on  going  into  Committee  of 
Supply  on  Monday  and  Thursday,  be  extended 
to  Saturday."— (ifr.  OlatUtont.) 

Me.  NEWDEQATE  said,  it  could  not 
be  a  matter  for  surprise  that  the  Prime 
Minister  was  adopting  the  best  means 
he  could  to  bring  the  Session  to  an  end. 
He   (Mr.   Newdegate)   could  not    help 
asking  with  Martial — 
"  When  men  begin  with  so  much  pomp  and 
show. 
Why  is  the  end  so  little  and  so  low  F  " 

The  product  of  all  this  labour  was  small. 
Now,  independent  Members  were  asked 
to  give  up  the  remainder  of  their  oppor- 
tunities. He  was  no  advocate  of  Ob- 
struction— he  had  made  proposals  to 
prevent  it  on  November  21st,  1882, 
which  the  Prime  Minister  had  described 
as  too  severe ;  and  he  had  not,  until  the 
last  opportunity,  called  attention  to  one 
of  the  gravest  subjects,  the  defensive 
power  of  the  Eoyal  Navy.  ["  Oh,  oh !  "] 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said,  he  was  sorry  to 
interrupt  the  hon.  Member,  whom  he 
would  remind  of  the  Question  before  the 
House. 

Mb.  NEWDEGATE  said,  if  he  had 
trespassed,  he  apologized ;  but  when 
hon.  Members  were  asked  to  resign  pri- 
vileges, it  was  only  natural  they  shoitl4 
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discuBS  opportunities  of  usefulness  re- 
signed ill  Contrast  to  tho  object  to  be 
gained.  He  was  not  aware  until  he 
saw  the  letter  from  the  Admiral  of  the 
Fleet 

Mr.  speaker  :  Thehon.  Gentleman 
is  entirely  out  of  Order  in  pursuing  this 
subject ;  his  remarks  have  no  reference 
whatever  to  the  Motion  before  the 
House. 

Mb.  NEWDEQATE  said,  he  respect- 
fully asked  whether,  on  the  Appropria- 
tion Bill,  or  on  what  other  occasion 
during  the  remainder  of  the  Session,  it 
would  be  competent  to  bring  this  grave 
subject  before  the  House,  if  the  Resolu- 
tion proposed  by  the  Prime  Minister 
were  adopted?  His  apology  for  not 
having  intervened  sooner  was  because  it 
was  not  until  the  21st  of  last  month  that 
the  letter  of  the  Admiral  of  tho  Fleet 
was  written.  \ Cries  of  "Order!"  and 
"  Name  !  "] 

Mn.  SPEAKER:  I  have  already 
ruled  this  subject  to  bo  irrelevant  to  the 
Motion  before  the  House  ;  therefore,  I 
must  again  ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  to 
abstain  from  that  line  of  observation, 
and  apply  himself  to  the  Motion  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  NEWDEGATE  said,  he  begged 
again  to  apologize.  Ho  woidd  sit  down 
again,  putting  to  Mr.  Speaker  this  ques- 
tion— If  the  Resolution  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  passed,  when  would  there  be 
an  opportunity  of  bringing  the  subject 
to  which  he  referred  before  the  House  ? 

Sir  R.  ASSHETON  CROSS  said,  he 
did  not  rise  to  oppose  the  Motion,  which, 
at  that  time  of  the  Session,  he  thought  a 
very  reasonable  one,  pro^^ded  the  Satur- 
day's Sitting  was  restricted  to  the  Busi- 
ness of  Supply.  But  he  hoped,  first, 
that  the  House  would  not  be  asked  to 
sit  to  an  unreasonable  liour  on  Saturday; 
and,  next,  that  when  they  had  got  the 
Supply  they  wanted,  the  Government 
would  themselves  move  the  Adjournment 
of  the  House,  and  do  all  in  their  power 
to  carry  the  Motion,  [ilr.  GLADSToyE 
nodded  assent."] 

Mr.  CAVENDISH  BENTINCK  said, 
that  on  a  former  occasion,  not  long  ago, 
when  tho  Government  gave  an  assurance 
that  nothing  but  Supply  would  be  taken, 
the  hon.  Member  for  Ohi!<gow  (Mr. 
Anderson)  combined  liis  forces  with 
those  of  hon.  Members  below  the  Gang- 
way, defeated  the  Govenunent,  and 
brought   forward   and   passed    through 


Committee  a  measure  which  was  not  ex- 
pected, and  in  which  they  were  inte- 
rested. Bearing  that  in  mind,  ho  would 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  give 
an  assurance  to  the  House  that  if  they 
agreed  to  the  Motion  they  would  not 
Und  themselves  in  the  same  position  as 
that  to  which  he  had  referred. 

Mil.  LABOUCHERE  .-iaid,  hegntlierod 
from  hou.  Gentlemeu  opposite  that  they 
had  a  good  deal  to  sa}'  on  the  Irish 
Votes.  Besides  those  Votes,  there  was 
tlie  Diplomatic  Vote,  and  there  were 
Supplementary  Estimates.  Tho  House 
ought  to  have  an  understanding  that,  if 
the  Irish  Votes  took  a  considerable  time, 
neither  the  Supplementary  Estimates 
nor  the  Diplomatic  Vote  should  be 
brought  on. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  said,  that  the  Go- 
vernment would  do  all  in  their'power  to 
confine  the  Business  to  Supply.  They 
had  no  intention  of  taking  either  tho 
Diplomatic  or  the  Supplementary  Votes 
to-mon-ow.  If  the  House  adopted  his 
Motion,  then  bethought  he  should  have 
sufficient  confidence  about  Supply  to  be 
able  to  engogo  to  take  the  Diplomatic 
Vote  OS  tho  first  Vote  on  Monday.  With 
respect  to  the  observations  of  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  opposite 
(Mr.  Cavendish  Bentinck),  the  incident 
he  refen-ed  to  was  the  misfortune  and 
not  the  fault  of  the  Oovemmeut.  They 
were  bound  by  every  means  in  their 
power  to  secure  tho  adjournment  of  the 
House  when  they  moved  it  at  a  reason- 
able hour. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  said,  with  reference 
to  what  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman opposite  (Mr.  Cavendish  Ben- 
tinck) said  about  him,  he  wished  to 
point  out  that  nothing  iixegular  what- 
ever was  done  on  the  occasion  referi'ed 
referred  to.  It  had  always  been  the 
practice  of  the  House  to  allow  whatever 
Membej-s  of  the  House  were  present  at 
the  time  the  Order  of  the  Day  was  called 
to  decide  when  that  Order  was  to  be 
taken  ;  and  if  there  was  a  Saturdav  -Sit- 
ting, and  (he  Member  in  charge  of  the 
Bill  wished  to  put  it  down  for  Saturday, 
it  rested  with  the  Membei"s  of  the  House 
present  at  the  time  to  say  whether  it 
should  bo  put  down  for  that  day  or  not. 
Further,  when  the  Order  was  reached  on 
the  Saturday,  it  rested  with  the  House 
to  say  whether  it  should  then  be  pro- 
ceeded with  or  not.  He  merely  rose, 
however,  to  vindicate  the  right  of  pi-i- 
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vate  Members  to  deal  with  their  Bills  in 
that  way  in  the  future  as  they  had  done 
in  the  past.  It  was  in  no  way  tyrau- 
nizing  over  the  House,  or  taking  an 
undue  latitude,  because  it  rested  with 
the  House  to  say  what  should  be  done. 

Mn.  OE.\Y  said,  that  he  had  for 
some  time  on  the  Paper  a  Motion  in 
which  several  hon.  Members,  irret-pecfive 
of  politics,  took  an  interest.  It  was  a 
Motion  with  respect  to  the  policy  of  the 
Post  Office  in  regard  to  the  telephones. 
He  was  anxious  to  tost  the  opinion  of 
the  House  by  a  formal  vote  on  the  ques- 
tion. He  did  not  expect  to  have  that 
opportunity  now.  In  view  of  theae 
facts,  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Courtney)  ought 
to  see  that  the  Postal  Vote  should  be 
taken  at  such  an  hour  as  would  give 
facilities  for  discussing  the  question. 

Mr.  WAETON  said,  he  hoped  the 
Government  would  resist  the  putting 
down  hy  private  Members  of  Orders  for 
to-morrow. 

Mb.  BOURKE  said,  ho  supposed  the 
House  might  conclude,  notwithstanding 
anything  that  had  just  passed,  that  the 
Prime  Minister  would  be  able  to  carry 
out  to-morrow  the  conditional  promise 
he  made  yesterday — that  he  would  make 
a  statement  in  reference  to  the  Confer- 
once. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  On  Monday. 

Mb.  HEALY  said,  ho  would  ask  that 
a  time  should  be  fixed  at  which  Progress 
should  bo  reported  to-morrow,  so  that 
they  should  not  bo  kept  until  an  un- 
reasonable hour.  To  try  to  get  all  the 
Irish  A''ote8  passed  on  Baturday  would 
only  lead  to  wrangling.  There  was  a 
strong  desire  on  the  part  of  Irish  Mem- 
bers to  get  the  Irish  Votes  passed  and 
go  away  home;  and,  therefore,  there 
was  not  any  likelihood  of  their  unduly 
prolonging  the  debates.  He  would  wish 
that  they  should  have  an  understanding 
with  the  Government  that  the  adjourn- 
ment should  take  place  at  6  or  7  o'clock. 
On  such  Sittings  the  Government  counted 
on  their  fingers  how  many  Irish  Mem- 
bers were  present,  and  they  brought 
down  a  number  of  hard-headed  men, 
who  would  not  be  influenced  by  argu- 
ment, to  outvote  them,  and  put  them 
down.  When  the  Constabulary  Vote 
was  taken  to-morrow,  ho  hoped  the  Go- 
vernment would  not  press  on  the  Vote 
fur  the  Queen's  Colleges.  He  would 
like  to  have  a  specific  statement  of  the 
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Votes  to  be  taken  on  Saturday ;  and, 
also,  whether  the  proceedings  at  that 
Sitting  would  exclude  the  Beport  of 
Supply. 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  that  both  the 
hon.  Member  for  Monaghan  (Mr.  Healy) 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  Carlow  (Mr. 
Gray)  knew  that  it  was  not  in  the  power 
of  tlie  Government  to  entirely  arrange 
how  the  Votes  should  be  taken.  He 
thought  he  could  suggest  a  plan  by 
which  matters  could  be  arranged,  so  as 
to  appropriate  the  time  remaining  at 
the  disposal  of  the  House  in  a  fair  and 
equal  way.  It  would,  however,  be  im- 
possible to  carry  it  out  unless  there  was 
some  concurrence  on  the  part  of  the 
hon.  Member  and  his  P'riends,  and  un- 
less there  was  some  economy  of  time 
and  economy  of  speech.  He  trusted  it 
was  not  too  much  to  expect  that  the 
Motion  with  regard  to  the  National 
School  Teachers  in  Ireland  might  be 
disposed  of  upon  the  Irish  Education 
Vote,  and  then  they  might  be  able  to 
get  through  the  remaining  Votes  in 
Class  III.  that  evening. 

Mr.  HEALY:  Including  the  Oon- 
fttabulary  Vote  ? 

Mu.  COURTNEY  said,  that  Vote  was 
in  Class  III.,  and  ho  hoped  it  might  be 
disposed  of  that  night,  though  they 
might  have  to  sit  to  a  late  hour.  Satur- 
day might  then  be  confined  exclusively 
to  Class  IV.,  which  might  be  got  through 
by  a  reasonable  hour  in  the  evening. 
Then  on  Monday  Class  V.  might  be 
taken,  beginning  with  the  Diplomatic 
Vote ;  and  they  might  hope,  at  an  early 
huur  on  Tiiesday,  to  take  the  Revenue 
Votes,  when  the  question  could  be  raised 
in  which  the  hon.  Member  for  Oarlow 
(Mr.  Gray)  and  others  were  interested. 
In  that  way,  Siijjply  might  be  got 
through  in  four  Sittings. 

LoKD  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL 
said,  he  thought  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Courtney)  had  distinctly  overstepped 
the  limits  of  his  functions.  He  (Lord 
Randolph  Churchill)  had  never  under- 
stood it  to  be  a  part  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man's duty  to  dictate  to  the  House  the 
manner  in  which  it  should  proceed  with 
its  Business,  or  the  order  in  which  the 
Votes  should  be  taken.  ["Oh.  oh!"] 
Ho  was  perfectly  certain  that  if  such  a 
statement  had  come  from  the  Prime 
Minister,  it  would  have  been  listened 
to  with  attention,  and,  perhaps,  followed 
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up.  He  had  risen,  however,  for  the 
purpose  of  comamnicating  to  the  House 
and  tho  Prime  Minister  an  idea  which 
had  come  across  him.  The  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  had  not  noticed  the 
only  remark  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Monaghan  (Mr.  Healy)  which  he  might 
have  answered  with  advantage,  and  that 
was  whether  Report  of  Supply  could  be 
taken  on  Saturday.  But  matters  turned 
upon  that,  for  if  the  Prime  Minister 
could  take  the  Boport  ou  Saturday,  and 
on  the  Report  would  communicate  to 
the  House  tho  result  of  the  sittings  of 
the  Conference,  he  thought  some  ad- 
vantage would  be  gained.  They  were 
very  much  pressed  for  time,  and  great 
inconvenience  arose  from  the  uncer- 
tainty of  the  time  that  might  be  set 
apart  for  a  discussion  on  Egypt,  and  it 
might  be  necessary  for  hon.  Members 
to  consider  what  line  of  action  they 
would  take  on  tho  question.  It  would 
be  very  inconvenient  to  postpone  the 
statement  until  Mondnv  at  4  o'clock. 

Mb.  JUSTIN  M'UARTIIY  said,  it 
was  almost  useless  to  hope  to  get 
through  the  Constabulary  Vote  that 
night,  and  he  would  therefore  propose 
that  it  should  be  postponed  until  Satur- 
day, It  was  desired  by  hon.  Members 
who  sat  near  him  to  discu.ss  the  Vote 
fully  and  fairly,  but  without  undue  ex- 
penditure of  time. 

Mr.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT  said. 
he  would  ask  whether  the  Government 
could  not  make  a  definite  statement  as 
to  what  Votes  would  be  taken  on  Mon- 
day ?  If  the  discussion  on  the  Irish 
Votes  were  prolonged  Iieyond  the  period 
the  Government  anticipated,  the  Diplo- 
matic Vote  might  bo  postponed  to  Tues- 
day. He  thought  that  if  the  Diplomatic 
Vote  could  not  be  taken  for  certain  on 
Monday,  it  would  be  better  to  fix  it  for 
certain  on  Tuesday, 

Mk.  GREGORY  said,  he  thought  the 

Erogramme  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
eeretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Court- 
ney) somewhat  over-sanguine.  He  (Mr. 
Gregory)  wished  to  express  a  hope  that 
Bills  would  not  be  proceeded  with,  as 
they  had  been  lately,  at  4  or  5  o'clock 
in  the  morning  after  Progress  had  been 
reported  on  Supplv. 

Tii£  CO  ANCELLOR  ofthe  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  CniLDEEs)  said,  it  was  prac- 
tically impossible,  as  suggested  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Longford  (Mr.  Justin 
M'Carthy),  to  take  the  Constabulary  Vote 


as  well  as  Class  IV.  on  Saturday.  They 
must,  therefore,  finish  tbe  Constabulary 
Vote  that  night,  if  Class  IV.  was  to  be 
taken  on  Saturday.  As  to  the  question 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Eye  (ifr.  Ash- 
mead- Bartlett),  tho  Diplomatic  Vote 
would,  under  any  circumstances,  be  the 
first  Order  on  Monday.  The  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  Woodstock  (Lord 
Randolph  ChurchUl)  had  attacked  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  Courtnej')  in  a  very 
unfair  way,  for  having  done  his 
best  to  explain  the  probable  course  of 
Supply.  The  noble  Lord  forgot  that 
the  Prime  Minister  had  already  spoken, 
and  could  not  speak  again.  Besides, 
his  hon.  Friend  was  more  conversant 
with  this  subject  than  any  other  Mem- 
ber of  the  Government,  and  it  was  only 
natural  that  ho  should  point  out  ■^^hat 
he  considered  to  be  the  best  course  to 
adopt.  As  to  tho  suggestion  of  the 
noble  Lord,  he  (the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer)  thought  it  was  evident  that 
it  would  be  extremely  hard  ou  the  Go- 
vernment to  undertake  to  make  a  com- 
munication on  the  Conference  to-mor- 
row, assuming  that  tbe  Conference 
arrived  at  a  decision  the  same  day. 
He  was  not  aware  of  nny  Vote  upon  the 
Report  of  Supply  upon  which  any  re- 
ference to  the  question  of  the  Conference 
could  be  made ;  and  it  would  be  irregu- 
lar to  make  an  importaut  statement 
about  foreign  affairs  upon  a  Vote  which 
had  nothing  to  do  with  them. 

SiK  JOSEPH  M'KENNA :  I  beg  to 
ask  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  whether  it  is  not 
the  case  that  the  Prime  Minister  may, 
witli  the  leave  of  tlie  House,  make  a 
statement  at  any  time  ? 

Mk.  SPEAKER:  Yes;  that  would 
be  so. 

Mk.  ARTHUR  G'CONIS'OR  said,  ho 
thought  it  was  unfair  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  to  try  and  force  all  the  re- 
maining Irish  Votes  through  on  Satur- 
day. He  protested  against  that  manner 
of  burking  Irish  questions. 

Mh.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  asked  whether 
the  Speaker  had  ruled  that  it  would  be 
in  Order,  at  6  o'clock  to-morrow,  by 
leave  of  the  House,  for  the  Prime  Mi- 
nister to  make  a  statement  as  to  what 
had  passed  in  the  Conference  ? 

Mk.  speaker  :  It  will  be  clearly 
competent. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  said,  that  he 
would  then  make  au  appeal  to  the  Prime 
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Minister  to  mako  some  statement  on  the 
Egyptian  Question  to-morrow,  more  pftr- 
tioularly  when  they  remembered  what 
had  been  the  course  pursued  by  the  Qo- 
vernment  in  connection  with  the  Confer- 
ence. It  had  been  such  as  to  give  nse 
to  grave  suspicion,  in  some  quarters, 
that  the  Government  desired  to  burke 
discussion.  ["  Oh,  oh  !  "  oni  "  Shame  !  "] 
He  made  no  accusation  of  that  kind 
himself;  nevertlieless,  the  accusation 
had  been  made,  and  had  been  believed 
in ;  and  he  would,  therefore,  in  their 
own  interests,  recommend  the  Govern- 
ment to  take  every  opportunity  of 
allowing  the  House  to  discuss  the 
question.  He  could  not  but  think 
that  it  would  be  for  their  own  inte- 
rests that  they  should  tell  the  House 
to-morrow,  if  it  was  in  their  power, 
what  had  happened  in  the  Conference, 
so  that  bou.  Members  might  have  Sun- 
day and  Monday  to  consider  the  position, 
and  determine  what  was  to  bo  done.  He 
venturod  to  make  an  earnest  appeal  to 
the  Government  on  the  subject. 

Babon  HENRY  DE  WORMS  said, 
he  concurred  in  the  appeal  made  by  his 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  to  the 
Government  to  make  such  a  statement 
to  the  House  as  they  might  be  in  a  posi- 
tion to  make.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
thought  that  such  a  proceeding  would 
be  out  of  Order  ;  but  they  had  uow  Ihe 
authority  of  the  Speaker  for  saying  that 
it  would  not  be.  The  Prime  Minister, 
moreover,  had  given  a  pledge  that  the 
House  should  be  made  acquainted  with 
the  i-esult  of  the  Conference ;  and  it  was 
only  reasonable,  in  view  of  the  grc-ut 
interests  concerned,  that  the  Government 
should  make  a  statement  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  said,  that  the  fact 
was  that  the  time  of  hon.  Members  was 
valuable.  On  the  other  hand — he  had 
to  take  this  view— that  there  was  some 
inconvenience  in  a  conditional  pledge ; 
and  a  conditional  pledge  was  the  only 
pledge  that  the  Government  could  give. 
It  would  be  impossible  to  say  to-day 
how  long  the  Conference  would  sit  to- 
morrow, or  what  deliberation  on  the 
part  of  the  Cabinet  as  to  the  conclusions 
arrived  at  by  the  Conference  might  be 
required.  But,  subject  to  that  uncer- 
tainty, they  should  desire  to  accommo- 
dnto  hon.  Gentlemen  in  any  request  if  it 
was  reasonable.  ('on.eoquently,  if  they 
Mr.  A.  J.  Jiulfvur 


wore  so  happy  as  to  have  it  in  their 
power  to  do  so,  they  would  make  that 
statement  to-morrow. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  said,  he  was 
anxious  that  some  definite  understand- 
ing should  be  come  to  between  the  Irish 
Members  and  the  Government.  It  was 
utterly  impossible  to  cram  into  to-night 
and  to-morrow  a  full  discussion  of  the  re- 
maining Irish  Yotes ;  and  he  told  the  Go- 
vernment plainly  that,  if  they  forced  the 
Irish  Members,  by  a  policj-of  fatigue,  tn 
pass  these  Votes  before  they  wen.-  am  •,'!■.• 
di.scussed,  it  would  bo  the  duty  of  hitus.  li 
and  his  Irish  Colleagues  to  discuss  them 
again  on  the  Appropriation  Bill.  He 
asked  the  Government  not  to  take  the 
Constabulary  Vote  that  night. 

CoLoxEL  KING-HARMAN  said,  that, 
seeing  the  House  would  be  infallibly 
occupied  with  other  Irish  questions,  he 
would  also  urge  the  Grovernment  to 
postpone  the  consideration  of  the  Con- 
stabulary Vote  tmtU  to-mon-ow. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided: — Ayes  123  ;  Noes 
23:  Majority  100.— (Div.  List,  No.  201.) 

Mb.  NEWDEGATE  sold,  he  hoped 
the  House  would  allow  him  to  express 
great  regret  at  his  having  ajipeared  to 
differ  fi-om  the  Speaker's  ruling.  He 
wished  to  give  Notice  that  he  would, 
to-morrow,  ask  the  Speaker  this  Ques- 
tion— What  opportunity,  after  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Resolution  now  passed,  would 
be  available  to  hoo.  Members  who  miglit 
desire  to  bring  forward  the  question  of 
the  sufflcienoy  of  our  Naval  prepara- 
tions to  meet  any  combination  that  might 
be  brought  against  us? 

Mr.  speaker  :  It  would  not  be  in 
Order  for  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  give 
such  a  Notice  to  the  Chair.  It  is  not 
for  me  to  state  what  opportunities  may 
be  open  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  ;  but,  lif 
he  asks  me,  I  may  point  out  that  the 
various  stages  of  the  Appropriation  Bill 
afford  a  wide  scope,  and  perhaps  ho 
may  find  an  opportunity  on  one  of  thoso 
occasions. 

ORDERS  OF  TEE  DA  Y. 

SUPPLY.— COMMITTEE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chair." 
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NATIONAL  SCHOOL  TEACHEBS 
(IRELAND).— RESOLUTION. 

Mr.  JUSTIN  HUNTLYM'OAETHT, 
in  rising  to  call  attention  to  the  gprievances 
of  National  School  teachers  in  Ireland  ; 
and  to  move — 

"  That  this  House  views  with  deep  reg^t  the 
impossibility  of  at  present  introducing  the  Edu- 
cation Bill  for  Ireland  promised  last  year  by  the 
Chief  Secretary,  and  that,  seeingf  the  hardships 
which  the  Irish  National  Teachers  are  un- 
doubtedly subjected  to,  and  the  necessity  which 
exists  of  rendering  so  important  a  body  of  public 
servants  contented  with  their  work,  this  House 
is  of  opinion  that  provision  should  be  made 
forthwith  to  improve  their  incomes  temporarily, 
and  that  a  Bill  removing  theirsoveral  grievances 
should  be  introduced  early  in  the  next  Session," 

said :  Sir,  the  grievances  of  the  Irish 
National  School  teachers,  of  which  I 
have  the  honour  to  be  the  mouthpiece 
to-day,  are  three-fold.  In  the  first 
place,  the  teachers  complain  of  insuffi- 
cient salaries ;  in  the  second  place,  they 
complain  of  the  want  of  fit  and  proper 
dwelling-places ;  in  the  third  place,  they 
complain  of  the  want  of  proper  pro- 
visions for  retiring  pensions,  when  they 
have  worn  out  their  lives  and  their  use- 
fulness in  the  Public  Service.  Now, 
all  these  grievances  are  very  g^eat 
grievances,  and  no  apology  whatever  is 
needed,  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  who 
make  them,  or  of  any  hon.  Members  of 
this  House  who  support  them,  in  press- 
ing them  upon  the  attention  of  the  Go- 
vernment. There  is  no  duty  more  in- 
cumbent upon  a  State  than  the  proper 
education  of  its  citizens,  and  that  duty 
presses  with  especial  gravity  upon  a 
State  in  its  dealings  with  citizens  who 
bear  their  citizenship  not  by  choice,  but 
by  compulsion.  The  English  Govern- 
ment have  insisted  upon  taking  into 
their  own  hands  the  care  of  Ireland  and 
of  the  Irish  people ;  they  have  adopted 
Ireland,  according  to  that  Oriental  prin- 
ciple which  gives  to  adoption  all  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  veritable  pa- 
rentage. Yet,  in  the  Eastern  method 
of  adoption,  there  are  generally  two 
parties  to  the  transaction.  But  though 
we  are  by  no  means  a  willing  party  to 
this  process  of  adoption,  though  we 
absolutely  refuse  to  regard  England  as 
our  mother  among  the  nations,  we  have 
the  right  to  insist,  and  we  do  insist, 
that,  so  long  as  this  principle  of  adop- 
tion holds  good,  England  shall  properly 
fulfil  all  the  duties  she  has  thereby  in- 

VOL.   00X01.     [tOIBD  8BEIK8.] 


1378 

ourred,  and  of  all  those  duties  the  duty 
of  properly  educating  the  Irish  people 
takes  a  foremost  place.  In  no  part  of 
this  Empire  is  education  more  important 
than  in  Ireland.  Thanks  to  the  foster- 
ing care  which  this  country  has  exercised 
for  so  long  over  our  destinies,  we  have 
not  those  large  manufactures  which,  in 
the  happier  condition  of  England  and 
Scotland,  afford  employment  to  their 
peoples.  By  education,  and  by  education 
alone,  can  the  vast  bulk  of  the  Irish 
people  hope  to  rise  to  influence,  to 
afiluence,  or  to  ease.  Now,  you  cannot 
have  fitting  education  without  fitting 
teachers,  and  you  cannot  have  fitting 
teachers,  except  under  certain  conditions. 
One  of  the  greatest  authorities  on  educa- 
tion, the  great  German  author  Jean 
Paul  Eichter,  in  the  exquisite  treatise 
on  education  which  is  called  Levana, 
likens  teachers  and  taught  to  the  Gods 
and  the  first  men.  Teachers,  he  says, 
physical  and  spiritual  giants  to  children, 
descend  to  these  little  ones,  and  form 
them  to  be  great  or  small,  and  ho  de- 
clares that  it  is  a  touching  and  a  mighty 
thought  that  the  teacher  has  the  great 
spirits  and  teachers  of  our  immediate 
posterity  under  his  influence,  and  that 
he  leads  future  suns  like  little  wandering 
stars  in  his  leading  strings.  The  mission 
of  the  educator  of  youth  is,  indeed,  one 
of  the  most  important  that  a  man  can 
be  intrusted  with ;  but  it  is  impossible 
fur  any  man  to  attend  to  that  import- 
ant mission  with  the  necessary  whide- 
heartedness,  if  his  mind  is  incessantly 
harassed  by  cares  both  now  and  in  the 
future,  and  his  mind  must  always  be 
thus  harassed  so  long  as  the  wage  he 
receives  is  so  cruelly  insufficient  for  his 
daily  wants  as  it  is  at  present.  Now, 
what  is  the  wage  which  is  deemed  suffi- 
cient for  Irish  National  School  teachers, 
every  one  of  whom,  be  it  remembered, 
has  in  his  hands  the  education  and,  in 
consequence,  the  future  destiny  of  a  large 
nimiber  of  Irish  citizens  ?  The  average 
income  of  an  Irish  National  School 
teacher,  by  the  Parliamentary  Return  of 
June,  1881,  is  under  £60.  This  sum,  most 
unfairly  insufficient  in  itself,  appears 
yet  more  insufficient  and  unfair  when 
we  remember  that  it  is  rather  less  than 
one-half  of  the  average  income  of  teachers 
in  England  and  in  Scotland.  The  highest 
salary  an  Irish  National  School  teacher 
ever  gets  is  poor  enough ;  the  lowest  is 
miserable  in  the  extreme.  Attempts 
2  T 
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have  been  made  from  time  to  time  to 
better  this  condition  of  things  by  sys- 
tems of  results  fees ;  but  the  attempts 
have  so  far  wholly  failed  to  materially 
improve  the  position  of  the  Irish  Na- 
tional School  teacher.  It  is  only  one 
other  example  of  the  uneonquerablo 
patience  of  the  Irish  raco,  that,  in  de- 

^ nance  of  the  privations  that  so  unjust  a 
scale  of  wage  brings  with  it,  the  Irish 
National  School  teachers  have  so  far 
been  able  to  hold  their  own  well,  as  far 
as  results  go,  with  their  better-paid 
brethren  of  England  and  Scotland.  But, 
when  we  take  into  consideration  the 
terribly  unequal  conditions  of  the  com- 
petition, this  successful  rivalry  of  results 
cannot  be  expected  to  continue.  There 
is — it  is  really  not  surprising — there  is 
a  dearth  of  candidates  for  the  posts  of 
National  School  teachers  in  Ireland. 
You  cannot  lure  men  into  the  acceptance 
of  posts  of  grave  responsibility  and 
arduous  labour  by  the  temptations  of 
starvation  wages,  miserable  habitations, 
and  no  prospect  of  a  provision  for  their 
helpless  old  age.    Does  the  House  think 

I  that  Irish  teachers  can  live  on  the  air, 

'promise-crammed  ?  Does  it  consider 
Jess  than  £60  a-yoar  a  tempting  salary 
for    human    beings    in  the  responsible 

■position  of  teachers  of  the  rising  gene- 
ration ?  At  least,  the  Irish  people  do 
not  think  so.  From  all  parts  of  Ireland 
come  official  Reports,  recording  the  diffi- 
culty of  finding  teachers.  District  after 
district  announces — 

"  A  great  dearth  of  candidates.     We  are  told 
by  competent  authorities  that  the  Service  is  onlj- 
lihe  last    resort   of   those  despairing  of   more 
coveted  posts." 

Melancholy  stories  are  told  of  teachers 
who — 

"  Would  be  sore  pinched  if  their  incomes 
vera  nut  augmented  hy  the  proflta  of  their  little 
shops." 

And  so  the  dismal  record  runs  on,  in- 
stance after  instance,  for  page  after  page. 
I  Some  of  the  Irish  National  School 
I  teachers,  sorely  pressed  by  need,  have 
endeavoured  to  combine  their  duties  as 
the  instructors  of  youth  with  the  pursuit 
of  farming  on  their  own  account.  This 
is  greatly  to  be  deplored,  if  it  is  not 
greatly  to  be  wondered  at.  We  learn 
fiiat  these  half-teachers,  half-farmers — 

"Never  apply  themselves  to  their  studies 
with  a  view  to  improving  their  classification, 
but  spend  the  RTOiiter  piirtnf  iheirtime,  outside 
■cbout  hours,  in  working  upon  thuir  farms  ;" 
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that  they  make  neither  good  teachers  nor 
good  farmers ;  we  learn  that,  in  their 
manner,  dress,  and  conversation,  they 
have  a  greater  resemblance  to  agricul- 
tural labourers  than  to  school  teachers. 
Such  a  combination  of  rural  pursuits 
with  the  duties  of  the  education  of  others 
might  have  been  possible  in  a  simpler 
age  than  ours,  when  the  shepherds  of 
Theocritus  tended  their  flocks  upon  the 
Sicilian  slopes  and  VirgiUan  shepherds 
hived  their  bees  on  the  Boman  Cam- 
pagna.  There  was  no  reason  why 
Comatas  should  not  teach  Lacon  how  to 
pipe  and  sing  in  the  intervals  between 
pressing  his  wine  and  shearing  his  sheep. 
MeliboBus  might  easily  snatch  leisure 
from  his  thatching  or  digging  to  instruct 
Tityrus  in  the  movements  of  the  stars 
and  the  change  of  the  seasons,  or  the 
fortunes  of  the  Trojan  War.  But  we 
have  passed  away  from  those  pastoral 
days.  Modern  education  requires  some- 
thing more  from  its  professors  than 
Comatas  and  Melibceus  could  offer  to 
their  pupils,  and  "modern  education 
does  not  look  with  a  very  favour- 
able eye  upon  the  attempt  to  com- 
bine the  quiet  pleasures  and  cares  of 
a  farmer's  life  with  the  task  of  giving 
instruction  to  the  young.  At  the  same 
time,  the  teachers  who  thus  become 
farmers  are  not  to  be  too  severely 
blamed.  AVTiat  reward  have  tbey? 
What  hope  have  they?  It  is  scarcely 
strange  that  they  endeavour  to  glean 
from  the  cultivation  of  the  fruitful  earth 
some  better  means  of  keeping  body  and 
soul  together  than  is  afforded  to  thera 
by  the  cultivation  of  the  human  mind. 
Nor  is  it  strange  that  these  teachers 
turned  farmers  should,  in  the  end,  be- 
come more  of  the  farmer  than  of  the 
teacher.  The  farmer's  is  the  more  pro- 
fitable occupation  of  the  two.  It  is  the 
State  that  is  to  blame  for  the  niggard 
spirit  which  tries  to  cheat  the  human  un- 
derstanding by  underpaying  its  teachers. 
It  is  the  State  that  is  to  blame  for  doling 
out,  with  parsimonious  fingers,  the  pitiful 
sums  that  it  now  offers  totheministrants 
of  education  in  Ireland,  sums  so  pitiful 
that,  if  they  are  persevered  in,  the  Stato 
will  soon  have  no  teachers  at  all,  or  only 
teachers  that  are  worth  no  more  than 
the  beggarly  dtnier  they  are  bought 
for.  But  tho  lack  of  salary  is  not  the 
Irish  teachers'  only  want.  The  want  of 
a  proper  dwelling  too  often  presses 
just  as  heavily  upon  him  as  the  scaroitjr 
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of  salary.  The  cases  in  wliich  provision 
is  directly  made  for  the  teacher's  abode 
are  few.  Even  by  the  most  recent 
figures,  some  80  per  cent  of  the  teachers 
were  unprovided  with  residences  oon- 
nocted  with  their  schools.  It  is  not  very 
long  since  London  was  stimulated  to 
unexpected  pity  by  ghastly,  yet,  I  have 
no  doubt,  perfectly  accurate  pictures  of 
the  miserable  way  in  which  tlie  Ijondon 
poor  were  housed.  It  became  quite 
fashionable  to  go  "  gluniming."  I  wisli 
it  could  become,  for  a  few  woelta,  the 
fashion  for  some  of  the  sympathetic 
spirits  in  London  to  cross  the  Irish  Sea, 
and  learn  how,  not  the  poor  alone,  but 
the  teachers  of  the  poor — those  whose 
task  it  is  to  make  men  forget  or  conquer 
their  poverty — are  housed.  The  dwell- 
ings in  which  many  of  the  teachers  have 
to  live  would  not  be  chosen  by  a  chari- 
tably-minded manager  of  a  menagerie 
as  hutches  for  hyenas.  The  teachers 
are  often  pent  up  in  narrow  limits,  badly 
lighted,  badly  drained,  badly  ventilated, 
except  indeed  when,  as  frequently  hap- 
pens, the  roof  blows  off  or  falls  in,  and 
allows  of  too  much  ventilation.  Even 
these  wretched  dwellings,  which  defy 
alike  the  laws  of  health  and  the  custom 
of  decency,  are  miles  and  miles  away 
from  the  schools  in  which  the  teachers 
have  to  teach.  Now,  Sir,  I  come  to  my 
third  point — pensions.  In  all  vocations 
of  life,  men  look  forward  to  a  time  when 
they  may  rest  from  their  labours  and 
wait  with  folded  hands  for  the  hour  of 
their  death ;  in  many  vocations  men 
hoard  for  themselves  the  small  sum 
which  will  allow  them  to  end  their  daj's 
of  toil  in  an  evening  of  peace.  But  the 
vast  majority  of  the  Irish  National 
School  teuchors  cannot  po.ssibly  do  this. 
Their  mood  is  barely  sufficient  to  keep 
them  alive ;  it  allows  them  no  margin 
for  laying  anything  by.  They  are 
amongst  the  most  valuable  servants  of 
the  State  and  they  deserve  a  pension 
Well,  the  Government  has  made  some 
provision  at  last  for  this,  but  what  pro- 
vision ?  The  Government  seems  to  have 
acted  on  the  principle  of  the  survivol  of 
the  fittest,  and  to  have  retarde<l  Hi  ])cu- 
sions  as  long  as  pnseibln,  in  the  hope, 
apparently,  that  very  few  Irish  teachers 
may  live  long  enough  to  profit  by  its 
delusive  munificence.  For  example,  a 
first  class  teacher,  on  entering  the  Pro- 
fesMon  at  18,  would  receive  at  05,  after 
47  years'  service,  a  pension  of  £S8.    The 


third  class  teachers,  who  are,  of  course, 
the  most  numerous,  would  only  receive 
£35  for  the  same  life's  labour.  Yet,  if 
the  same  teacher  retired  at  the  age  of 
68,  after  40  years'  toil,  he  would  only 
receive  a  pension  of  half  the  amount  he 
would  receiveifhohold  on  for  seven  years 
longer.  Thus,  the  Government  apparently 
regards  the  last  seven  years  of  a  man's 
work  as  of  exactly  the  same  value  as  the 
whole  40  years  preceding.  In  fact,  the 
Government  pension  is  really  a  reward 
for  physical  endurance— the  survival  of 
the  fittest.  The  education  of  the  Irish 
people  has  always  been  accomplished  in 
the  face  of  difficulties  that  would  have 
driven  a  less- determined  people  to  de- 
spair. Through  darkened  generations, 
the  Irish  people  strove  with  all  their 
strength  to  be  educated,  and  the  English 
peoplo  strove  with  all  their  strength  to 
[)revent  them  from  being  educated.  The 
Irish  priests,  as  heroic  as  the  disciples  of 
I'atrick  who  carried  Christianity  to  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland,  the  pine  forests 
of  Germany  and  the  Islands  of  the 
Northern  Seas,  fought  once  again  a 
fight  witli  barbarism,  and  once  again 
prevailed  against  it.  When  no  Catholic 
might  open  a  school,  the  priests  estab- 
lihhod  what  were  known  as  "hedge 
schools."  The  new  defenders  of  the 
Faith  gave  to  a  hungry  people  tliat  in- 
tellectual food  which  the  harsh  Jaw 
denied  thera.  In  the  end,  the  hedge 
3cho(d  and  the  hedge  scholars  triumphed, 
and  England  had  to  learn  that  she  could 
not  withhold  education  from  the  subject 
people.  But  she  has  not  learnt  the 
lesson  thoroughly  yet.  The  State  pro- 
vides the  means  of  educatioTi,  hut  the 
means  are  not  suthcient.  The  Govern- 
ment has  accepted  the  responsibility,  and 
it  must  face  that  resj»onsibiIity  in  a  pro- 
per spirit.  I  trust  the  Government  will 
see  their  way  to  do  sometliing  at  once, 
and  to  promise  more  for  the  future,  for 
the  Irish  National  School  teachers.  I 
bog.  Sir,  to  move  the  Eosolution  that 
stands  in  my  name. 

Colonel  N0L.\N,  in  seconding  tlio 
Motion,  said,  that  it  was  hnril  tliat  the 
National  Scliool  teachers  in  Irelaml  were 
not  remunerated  on  the  same  scale  as 
their  brethrn  in  England  and  Scotland. 
While  the  f^alaries  of  th"se  teachers 
were  £127  in  England,  and  £l;J8  in  Scot- 
land, in  Ireland  thi-y  iivtnigod  only  a 
little  over  £6(1,  or  lots  than  one-half  At 
the  same  time,  the  cost  of  living  was  in 
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no  instance  less,  and  in  some  greater,  in 
Ireland  than  in  those  countries.  The 
consequence  was  that  the  Irish  teacher, 
who  could  not  be  expected  to  dress  like 
a  labouring  man,  was,  in  reality,  worse 
o£P  than  the  peasant ;  and  he  could  in- 
form the  House  that  many  of  the  Irish 
School  teachers  were  obliged  to  walk 
about  in  peasant  dress  on  account  of 
their  poverty.  The  Government  were 
always  going  to  do  something  "  next 
Session,"  but  the  Irish  Members  never 

Sot  such  a  promise  as  would  bind  gen- 
emeu  of  honour  to  bring  in  a  BiU.     It 
was  said  that  on  account  of  the  amount 
of  money  received  from  England  and 
Scotland  by  taxation,  that  all  the  more 
should  be  expended  in  these  countries. 
What  he  (Colonel  Nolan)  contended  was 
that  the  Education  Estimates  for  Eng- 
land  and  Scotland  had    advanced  by 
leaps  and  bounds,  while  those  for  Ire- 
land had  remained  stationary.    The  sta- 
tistics on  the  question  went  to  show  that 
the  cost  of  the  Government  per  head  for 
education  in  Ireland  was  practically  the 
same  as  the  cost  per  head  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, as  during  the  last  12  years  the 
grant   to  Ireland  had  been  becoming 
proportionately  less.    The  difficulties  of 
educating  people  who  were  spread  over 
a  wide  area,  as  they  were  in  the  case  of 
Ireland,    were  greater  than   those   in- 
volved in  educating  the  people  of  towns, 
and  even   the  population   of   Scotland 
was,  on  the  whole,  more  concentrated 
than  that  of  Ireland.     Yet  the  Govern- 
ment did  not  give  Ireland  a  little  more 
on  this  account,  and  it  left  the  teachers 
in  a  wretched  condition.     It  had  been 
said  that  they  ought  to  look  to  the  loca- 
lities for  some  help ;  but  the  fact  was, 
that  whereas  in  England  the  cost  of  edu- 
cation was  largely  contributed   to   by 
various  wealthy  classes,  and  by  the  ap- 
plication of  endowments,  of  which  both 
that  country  and  Scotland  had  a  great 
many,  in  Ireland  there  were  very  few 
endowments  remaining,  what  there  ori- 
ginally were  having  been   confiscated, 
and  the  only  rich  class  in  the  latter  coun- 
try who,  in  the  event  of  their  decease, 
were  likely  to  bequeath  money  for  the 
purpose  of  endowments  for  educational 
purposes,   were  out  of   sympathy  with 
tae.people  as  regarded  religion,  and  were 
to   a  large  extent  absentees.     Neither 
iras  it  of  any  use  to  expect  assistance 
from   the   Poor  Law  Guardians,  who, 
though    not    indifferent   to    education, 
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thought  it  ought  not  to  be  maintained 
out  of  the  poor  rates,  and  therefore 
some  other  resource  must  be  looked  to. 
A  very  heavy  responsibility  rested  upon 
the  Government  in  regard  to  the  sub- 
ject, and  he  thought  the  Government 
ought  to  provide  about  £100,000,  which 
would  suffice  to  meet  the  case  for  wme 
time  to  come. 

Amendment  proposed, 

To  leave  out  from  the  word  "That,"  to  the 
end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the  woida 
"  thit_  Houae  riewi  with  deep  regret  the  im- 
poasibilit^  of  at  present  intrwinoing  the  Eda- 
cation  BUI  for  Ireland  promised  hut  year  by 
the  Chief  Secretatr,  and  that,  teeing  the  haid- 
ships  which  the  Irish  National  Teachen  at* 
undoubtedly  subjected  to,  sod  the  necesaity 
which  exists  of  rendering  so  important  a  body 
of  public  servants  contented  with  their  work, 
this  House  is  of  opinion  that  provision  should 
be  made  forthwith  to  improve  their  incomes 
temporarily,  and  that  a  Bill  removing  their 
several  grievances  should  be  introdnoed  early 
in  the  next  Session,"— (JTr.  Jmttim  Mtmtlg 
McCarthy,)  ' 

— instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 

S reposed  to  oe  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
tuestion." 

CJoLOHEi,  COLTHURST,  in  support- 
ing  the  Motion,  said,  he  should  be  sorry 
to  think  that  the  success  or  partial  suc- 
cess of  the  teachers'  claim  should  de- 
pend upon  whether  the  Government 
were  appreciably  to  increase  the  grant 
fur  education.  Even  if  it  were  not  in- 
creased a  great  deal  might  be  done  to 
remedy  the  jfreat  grievances  of  the  Irish 
teachers.  \Vlien  the  Unions  were  made 
contributory,  a  large  number  at  first 
availed  themselves  of  the  power  of  con- 
tributing, and  they  did  not  find  their 
contributions  burdensome  to  the  rates. 
The  Cork  Union  contributed  up  to  the 
present  time,  and  did  not  find  it  bur- 
densome to  do  so.  But  one  Union  after 
another  dropped  off;  the  example  be- 
came contagious,  and  now  the  number 
contributing  was  reduced  to  four.  Whe- 
ther or  not  a  National  rate  for  Poor 
Ijaw  purposes  would  bo  justifiable  he 
did  not  say  ;  but  there  could  be  no  ques- 
tion it  would  be  justified  in  the  case  of 
education ;  and  he  believed  still  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  brought  in  a  Bill  next 
year,  authorizing  a  National  rate  of  U. 
in  the  pound,  it  would  amply  ptvvide 
the  Irish  National  School  teaohera  with 
•a  adequate  addition  to  their  tulfiritt 
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no  instance  less,  and  in  somo  greater,  in 
Ireland  than  in   those  countries.     The 
consequence  was  that  the  Irish  teacher, 
who  could  not  be  expected  to  dress  like 
a  labouring  man,  was,  in  reality,  worse 
off  than  the  peasant ;  and  he  could  in- 
form the  House  that  many  of  the  Irish 
School  teachers  were  obliged  to  walk 
about  in  peasant  dress  on   account  of 
their  poverty.     The   Government  were 
always  going  to  do  something  "  next 
Session,"  but  the  Irish  Members  never 
got  such  a  promise  as  would  bind  gen- 
tlemen of  honour  to  bring  in  a  Bill.     It 
was  said  that  on  account  of  the  amount 
of  money  received   from   England  and 
Scotland  by  taxation,  that  all  the  more 
should  be  expended  in  these  countries. 
What  he  (Colonel  Nolan)  contended  was 
that  the  Education  Estimates  for  Eng- 
land   and   Scotland    had    advanced   by 
leaps  and  bounds,  while  those  for  Ire- 
land had  remained  stationary.     The  sta- 
tistics on  the  question  went  to  show  that 
the  cost  of  the  Government  per  head  for 
education  in  Ireland  was  practically  the 
same  as  the  cost  per  head  in  Great  Bri- 
tain,  as  during  the  last  12  years  the 
g^ant   to   Ireland   had   been   becoming 
proportionately  less.     The  difficulties  of 
educating  people  who  were  spread  over 
a  wide  area,  as  they  were  in  the  case  of 
,  Ireland,    were   greater  than   those   in- 
rolved  in  educating  the  people  of  towns, 
'and   even   the   population   of   Scotland 
was,  on  the  whole,  more  concentrated 
than  that  of  Ireland.     Yet  the  Govern- 
ment did  not  give  Ireland  a  little  more 
on  this  account,  and  it  left  the  teachers 
in  a  wretched  condition.     It  had  been 
said  that  they  ought  to  look  to  the  loca- 
lities for  some  help ;  but  the  fact  was, 
that  whereas  in  England  the  cost  of  edu- 
cation  was   largely   contributed   to   by 
various  wealthy  classes,  and  by  the  ap- 
plication of  endowments,  of  which  both 
that  country  and  Scotland  had  u  great 
many,  in  Ireland  there  were  very  few 
endowments  remaining,  what  there  ori- 
ginally were  having   been   confiscated, 
and  the  only  rich  class  in  the  latter  coun- 
try who,  in  the  event  of  their  decease, 
were  likely  to  bequeath  money  for  the 
purpose  of  endowments  for  educational 
purposes,  were  out  of   sympathy  with 
the  ^people  as  regarded  religion,  and  were 
to   a  large  extent  absentees.     Neither 
was  it  of  any  use  to  expect  assistance 
from   the   Poor  Law  Guardians,  who, 
though    not    indilferent    to    education, 
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thought  it  ought  not  to  be  maintaiaed 
out  of  the  poor  rates,  and  therefore 
some  other  resource  must  bo  looked  to. 
A  very  heavy  responsibility  rested  upon 
the  Government  in  regard  to  the  sub- 
ject, and  he  thought  the  Government 
ought  to  provide  about  £100,000,  which 
would  suffice  to  meet  the  case  for  some 
time  to  come. 

Amendment  proposed, 

To  leave  out  from  the  word  "That,"  to  tha 
end  of  tha  Question,  in  order  to  add  tho  words 
"  this  Uouse  riewa  with  deep  regret  the  im- 
poBsibility  of  at  present  introducing  ths  Eda- 
cation  Bill  for  Ireland  promised  last  year  by 
the  Chief  Secretary,  and  that,  seeinpf  the  hard- 
ships which  the  Jriah  National  Teachers  arc 
undoubtedly  subjected  to,  and  the  necessity 
which  exists  of  reudering  so  important  a  body 
of  public  servants  contented  with  their  work, 
this  House  is  of  opinion  that  provision  should 
be  made  forthwith  to  improve  their  incomei 
temporarily,  and  that  u  Bill  removing  their 
several  grievances  should  be  introduced  early 
in  the  next  Session,"— fj/r.  JmtiH  Hunlla 
M'Carthy,)  ' 

— instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

Colonel  COLTHURST.  in  support- 
ing the  Motion,  said,  ho  should  be  sorry 
to  think  that  the  success  or  partial  suc- 
cess of  tho  teachers'  claim  should  de- 
pend upon  whether  the  Qovemmont 
were  appreciably  to  increase  the  grant 
for  education.  Even  if  it  were  not  in- 
creased  a  great  deal  might  be  done  to 
remedy  the  great  grievances  of  tho  Irish 
teachers.  When  the  Unions  were  made 
contributory,  a  large  number  at  first 
availed  themselves  of  the  power  of  con- 
tributing, and  they  did  not  find  their 
conti-ibutions  burdensome  to  the  rates. 
The  Cork  Union  contributed  up  to  the 
present  time,  and  did  not  find  it  bur- 
densome to  do  80.  But  one  Union  after 
another  dropped  off;  the  example  be- 
came contagious,  and  now  the  number 
contributing  was  reduced  to  four.  Whe- 
ther or  not  a  National  rate  for  Poor 
Law  purposes  would  be  justifiable  he 
did  not  say  ;  but  there  could  be  no  ques- 
tion it  would  be  justified  in  the  case  of 
education  ;  and  he  believed  still  if  tho 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  brought  in  a  Bill  next 
year,  authorizing  a  National  rate  of  Id. 
in  tho  pound,  it  would  amply  provide 
the  Irish  National  School  teachers  with 
an  adequate  addition  to  their  salaries. 
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There  should  be  a  minicaum  below  which 
the  salaries  of  do  wotl-classed  teacher 
should  fall,  and  if  such  a  rate  as  he  had 
suggested  were  adoptod,  the  minimum 
salary  would  be  provided.  With  regard 
to  pensions,  he  was  of  opinion  that  the 
demands  of  the  teachers  were  fair.  He 
thought  35  years'  service  should  entitle 
a  teacher  to  a  pension,  irrespective  of 
age.  The  Teachers'  Residences  Act 
was  no  doubt  a  very  liberal  and  praise- 
worthy measure,  ns  it  offered  to  any 
locality  in  which  it  was  desired  to  build 
a  teacher's  house,  a  sum  of  £200.  It 
was  possible  for  a  teacher  in  a  good  dis- 
trict to  take  advantage  of  that  A(.t ;  but 
a  teacher  with  a  poor  salary,  and  with 
managers  who  would  not  assist  him, 
oould  not.  It  was  also  nearly  impos- 
Biblo  to  obtain  suitable  sites  for  teachers' 
dwellings,  owing  to  the  want  of  sym- 
pathy that  existed  between  the  rich  and 
poor  classes  in  Ireland  ;  and  since  the 
passing  of  the  Laud  Act,  there  was  the 
greatest  disinclination  on  the  part  of  oc- 
otipiers  of  land  to  part  with  a  bit  of 
land  upon  any  terms  whatever,  and  if 
teachers  were  to  be  properly  housed, 
compulsory  power  should  bo  given  to 
acquire  sites  on  which  to  build  residences. 
He  thought  his  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Justin 
Huntly  M'Carthy)  had  done  good  ser- 
vice in  bringing  this  matter  before  the 
House,  and  he  hoped  that  the  Ohief  (Se- 
cretary for  Ireland  would  give  prece- 
dence next  Session  over  all  other  mea- 
sures, including  the  Irish  Sunday  Closing 
Bill,  to  a  well-considered  Parliamentary 
scheme  for  redressing  the  many  griev- 
ances which  harassed  and  embarrassed 
action  of  the  National  School  teachers 
Ireland. 

Mr.  DAWSON  said,  he  had  great 
pleasore  in  congratulating  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Athlone  (Mr. 
Justin  Huntly  M'Carthy)  on  his  ad- 
mirable speech  in  introducing  the  sub- 
i'ect ;  but  he  could  not  congratulate  the 
Lon.  and  gallant  Member  who  had  just 
sat  down  (Colonel  Colthurst)  on  the 
remedy  of  hope  deferred,  which  he  had 
proposed  as  a  solution  of  the  Irish  Na- 
tional School  teachers'  grievance.  Edu- 
cators of  the  people  in  Ireland  were 
shamefully  neglected.  The  teachers  in 
England  and  in  foreign  countries  wore 
treated  with  the  deepest  respect ;  but  in 
Ireland  the  reverse  of  that  was  the  case. 
This  was,  he  contended,  due  to  the  fact 
that,  in  the  latter,  the  teaohere  were  pro- 
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tected  by  the  Oovenment ;  while,  in  Ire- 
land, they  wore  scarcely  officially  recog- 
nized. The  minimum  salaries  formerly 
offered  to  National  schoolmasters — 
namely,  £15,  were  such  as  a  cook  would 
not  accept ;  and  the  maximum  salaries,! 
£46,  they  would  not  offer  to  their  valet. 
No  doubt,  that  state  of  things  had  been 
improved  through  the  exertions  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Kildare 
(Mr.  Meldon)  ;  but  still  their  remunera- 
tion was  entirely  incommensurate  with 
tlieir  abilities  and  devotion  to  work. 
The  disproportion  which  existed  between 
their  salaries  and  those  of  English  and 
Scotch  teachers  were  almost  iuexpli- 
cable,  and  he  failed  to  see  any  reason 
why  the  social  position  of  an  English 
teacher  should  be  better  than  that  of 
an  Irish  teacher,  or  why,  in  this  coun- 
try, teachers'  salaries  should  be  100  per 
coat  more  than  they  were  in  Ireland. 
He  hoped  the  Government  in  the  future 
would  give  the  same  protection  to  Irish 
teachers  as  they  had  afforded  in  the  past 
to  teachers  in  England.  The  teachers 
in  Ireland  were  paid  by  results;  but 
there  was  no  compulsory  education  in 
the  country  as  in  England,  so  that  the 
teachers  were  not  given  the  materials 
for  producing  results.  With  regard  to 
pensions,  teachers  usually  entered  the 
Profession  at  17  or  18.  If  they  retired 
at  38,  after  20  years'  service,  they  got 
£6  a-year  pension  ;  if  they  retired  at  48, 
after  30  years'  service,  they  got  £18; 
if  at  53,  after  35  years'  service,  they  got 
£25  ;  and  if  at  65,  after  47  years'  ser 
vice,  they  got  half  their  salary.  An  In- 
spector of  Police  wbo,  on  the  other  hand, 
retired  at  49,  after  27  years'  service,  got 
a  pension  equal  to  his  full  pay  of  £200 
a-year.  Again,  the  teacher  was  obliged 
to  pay  something  in  order  to  add  to  his 
pension.  If  he  lived  he  got  it  back; 
but  if,  after  years  of  labour,  he  died 
before  getting  it  back,  the  money  was 
confiscated,  instead  of  coming  to  his 
family  in  the  hour  of  its  greatest  need. 
He  did  not  deny  that  they  had  obtained 
some  advantages,  the  Government  hav- 
ing, at  one  time,  given  them  a  small 
taste  of  their  bounty  ;  but  since  then 
they  had  withdi-awn  it,  and,  in  the  main, 
all  the  promises  which  had  been  made 
to  them  had  proved  illusory.  They  got 
the  promise  of  residences  ;  but  as  their 
erection  was  made  perfectly  optional 
with  the  managers,  the  teachers  were  still 
without   residences.    [Colonel  Nolan: 
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Tbe  managers  oould  not  get  sites.']  Then, 
they  were  to  get  grants  from  the  Unions ; 
but  that  promise  had  also  proved  illu- 
sory. The  contributions  from  the  Poor 
Law  Unions  were  practically  nothing; 
and,  looking  at  the  impopuUtr  and  un- 
patriotic character  of  the  administration 
of  the  Commissioners  of  National  Edu- 
cation, he  must  confess  he  did  not  blame 
the  Guardians  for  not  contributing  to  a 
system  with  which  they  had  no  sym- 
pathy. Soon  after  the  passing  of  the 
Act,  the  teachers  got  £27,000  from  65 
Unions,  but,  in  1882,  they  only  got 
£9,000.  These  things  might  be  amended 
by  a  Bill  which  he  was  told  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  in  his  pigeon-holes. 
But  the  question  was,  what  would  the 
Government  do  to  relieve  the  teachers 
to-day?  He  would  suggest  that  the 
light  hen.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland,  with  the  aid  of  the 
Prime  Minister,  should  introduce  a  Sup- 
plementary (ad  interim)  Vote  to  help 
those  unfortunate  people. 

Mb.  TEEVELYAN  said,  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Athlone  (Mr.  Justin  Huntly 
M'Oarthy)  had  introduced  the  subject  in 
a  speech  which  showed,  at  any  rate,  that 
he  sympathized  with  everything  which 
concerned  education.  It  was  an  extremely 
ctiltivated  speech,  and  one  which,  as  a 
veteran  of  the  House,  he  might  be  al- 
lowed to  say  gave  very  good  hope  as  to 
the  contributions  which,  in  after  years, 
the  hon.  Member  might  make  to  the 
debates  of  that  House.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber had  stated  the  case  of  the  Irish 
teachers  with  a  view  to  an  immediate 
solution,  which  was  put  in  a  more  defi- 
nite and  pointed  form  in  the  peroration 
of  the  hon.  Member  who  had  just  sat 
down  (Mr.  Dawson).  The  proposal  of 
the  hon.  Members  was  that  a  Supple- 
mentary Grant  should  be  made  out  of 
the  general  Exchequer ;  but  before  the 
Government  acceded  to  such  a  proposal, 
they  would  have  to  examine  the  pre- 
misses upon  which  it  was  asked ;  and,  in 
examining  those  premisses,  he  had  come 
to  a  conclusion  very  different  from  those 
of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Gal- 
way  and  the  hon.  Member  for  Carlow. 
It  had  been  said  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Athlone  that  unsuccessful  attempts 
had  been  made  to  better  the  position  of 
the  teachers,  and  that  their  position  was 
now  as  bad  as  for  many  years  back. 
Upon  that  point,  he  at  once  joined  issue 
With  the  hon.  Member.    The  position  of 
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Irish  teachers  had  improved  to  a  won- 
derful degree  of  late  years.  Since  1871 
their  position  had  been  improved  in  one 
way  and  another,  the  most  definite  and 
remarkable  of  which  was  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  system  of  result  fees.  Jn  the 
year  1872  the  salaries  of  masters  in  the 
way  of  class  ranged  from  £52  to  £24, 
whereas  they  now  ranged  from  £70  to 
£35 ;  while  the  class  salaries  of  mis- 
tresses, which,  in  1872,  ranged  from  £20 
to  £42,  now  ranged  from  £27  to  £58. 
The  payment  per  pupil  had  risen  £rom 
13».  llrf.  in  1871,  to  £1  3».  U.  in  1882, 
and  the  collective  figpnres  proved  stiU 
more  that  an  immense  improvement  had 
been  made  in  the  course  of  the  last  10 
years.  Again,  in  the  year  1871  the 
grant  to  Ireland  from  the  Exchequer 
was  £381,000,  and  in  1883-4  it  was 
£726,000.  Of  those  amounts,  £262,000 
was  paid  to  the  teachers  in  1870-1 ;  and 
in  1883-4  the  amount  was  £580,000. 
That  was  an  immense  rise,  and  absolved 
the  Government,  as  he  thought,  from 
the  charge  that  they  had  done  little  or 
nothing  in  the  matter  for  many  years 
past.  Comparisons  which,  though  suffi- 
ciently striking,  were,  he  thought,  con- 
siderably exaggerated,  had  been  made 
between  the  position  of  the  teachers  in 
Ireland  and  those  in  England  and  Scot- 
land. It  had  been  asserted  that  teachers 
in  England  and  Scotland  were  paid  twice 
as  much  as  those  in  Ireland.  The  fact 
was  that  the  average  teacher  in  Ireland 
got  as  much  as  £80  a-year ;  while  tbe 
average  certificated  master  in  England 
received  £120.  That  was,  no  doubt,  a 
very  considerable  difiference ;  but  it  was 
not  twice  as  much.  [Mr.  Dawson  : 
What  about  the  female  teachers?]  The 
average  annual  salary  of  the  female 
teachers  in  Ireland  would  certainly 
amount  to  £60  from  all  sources ;  while 
in  England  it  would  amount  to  £72. 
He  had  not  taken  the  general  average. 
The  difiference  would  be  represented 
very  much  more  accurately  by  half  as 
much  again  than  by  twice  as  much. 
When  a  demand  was  made  for  money 
from  the  Exchequer — that  was,  for  money 
paid  by  the  taxpayers  of  the  whole 
Kingdom — it  was  necessary  to  look  not 
only  at  the  actual  position  of  the  people 
it  was  to  benefit,  but  also  at  what  the 
taxpayer  had  done  for  them  already. 
Bespecting  it,  he  had  to  take  a  great 
deal  of  exception  to  what  had  been  said 
by  luMi'        »l>«n.    He  would  not  entei' 
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into  the  general  causes  which  had  been 
referred  to  to  explain  the  very  different 
average  which  local  aid  occupied  in  Ire- 
land and  in  England ;  but  there  could 
be  no  doubt  it  was  very  great  indeed. 
In  England,  the  population  at  the  last 
Census  was  26,000,000,  and  the  Parlia- 
mentary Grant  was  £2,400.000.  The 
number  of  pupils  was  3,000,000,  and 
the  payment  for  each  pupil  from  the 
Exchequer  was  lai.  \0^d.  The  payment 
for  each  pupil  in  Scotland  was  17«.  8^d., 
and  in  Ireland  £1  lU.  I  id.  Now,  he 
was  sure  no  Englishman  or  Scotchman, 
neither  would  he  himself,  grudge  that 
favourable  proportion  to  Ireland  ;  but  it 
was  a  serious  matter  to  ask  the  taxpayers 
of  the  Kingdom  to  increase  that  amount. 
If  £100,000  were  granted  to  these 
teachers,  it  must  be  recollected  that  of 
that  amount  Ireland  would  only  pay 
£10,000,  Scotland  £11,000,  and  England 
about  £79,000.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  Qalway  (Colonel  Nolan), 
who  was  a  clover  statistician,  had  some- 
how made  out  that  Scotland  received 
more  than  Ireland  in  the  matter  of  edu- 
cation ;  but  the  calculation  he  (Mr.  Tre- 
velyan)  had  made  was  that  it  did  not 
receive  as  much  as  Ireland,  though  the 
proportion  of  population  was  as  4  to  5. 
In  Scotland  at  the  lost  Census  there 
wore 3,735,000people,  and  421, 000 pupils 
on  the  rolls.  As  he  had  said,  in  England 
there  were  26,000,000  of  people,  and 
£2,400,000  was  paid  by  the  Exchequer. 
That  was  something  less  than  2*.  a- head 
for  the  population.  In  Ireland  there 
were  5.160.000  people,  and  £730,000 
paid  by  the  Exchequer,  or  nearly  3i. 
a-head  tor  the  population.  In  Scotland 
there  were  3,700,000  people,  and  only 
£372,000  paid  for  popular  education,  or 
about  '2t.  a-head  for  the  population ;  so 
that,  instead  of  Scotland  having  more 
or  as  much  paid  to  her  for  education 
as  Ireland,  she  had  only  a  little  more 
than  half  as  much.  That  being  so,  he 
thought  the  House  should  be  very  slow 
indeed  to  improve  the  condition  of  Irish 
teachers  any  further  by  direct  money 
payments  out  of  the  Exchequer.  He 
was  sure,  however,  that  there  was  no 
Englishman  or  Scotchman  who  would 
not  improve  the  position  of  the  Irish 
teachers,  if  it  was  done  by  the  same 
process  as  in  England  and  Scotland, 
and  that  was  by  securing  a  better  at- 
tendanceof  the  pupils,  and,  consequently, 
better  results.    One  great  ouuse  of  the 


poorness  of  the  condition  of  the  Irishi 
teacher  as  conipared  to  those  of  England  ' 
and  Scotland,  was  the  deficiency  in  the 
result  fees,  owing  to  the  number  of 
children  who  went  to  school  being  so 
very  much  less  for  each  teacher  ;  and, 
therefore,  the  one  method  of  improving 
the  position  of  the  Irish  teachers,  which, 
more  than  anything  else,  would,  he 
thought,  be  approved  of  by  hon.  Mem- 
bers in  every  part  of  the  House,  was  the 
introduction  into  Ireland  of  a  system  of 
compulsory  oducation.  He  did  not  wish 
to  press  too  far  the  argument  which  had 
been  alluded  to  by  anticipation  by  al- 
most every  speaker  on  this  subject  that 
night ;  but  the  real  cause  why  Irish 
teachers  were  so  badly  paid  was  the 
absence  of  local  aid.  What  the  cause 
of  that  absence  of  local  aid  might  be, 
ho  would  not  discuss  at  the  present 
moment.  The  absence  of  that  aid,  how- 
ever, was  more  striking  thon  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  were  aware.  The  hon. 
Members  opposite  had  refeiTed  to  the 
want  of  endowments  in  Ireland,  and  to 
the  absence  of  the  rich  class  ;  but  there 
was  one  source  of  local  aid  which  did 
not  depend  upon  the  presence  of  the 
rich,  except  indirectly,  and  that  was 
the  school  pence.  In  England,  with 
3,000,000  of  children,  the  school  pence 
amounted  to  £l,o00.000 — that  was  to 
say,  each  child  contributed  10».  a-year. 
In  Ireland,  with  469,000  children,  the  , 
school  pence  amounted  to  £93,000,  ori 
about  4«.  a-head.  Then  he  came  to  the 
voluntary  subscriptions ;  and  here  ho 
must  exjiress  his  entire  sympathy  with 
those  hon.  Members  who  lamented  the 
very  small  sum  which  was  contributed 
voluntarily  towards  the  support  of  the 
Irish  schools.  There  was  not  in  Ireland 
the  same  class  as  in  England,  who  were 
inclined  to  subscribe  voluntarily  towards 
the  support  of  the  schools,  or,  at  all 
events,  its  benevolence  and  public  spirit 
did  not  run  in  that  direction ;  and  by 
far  the  most  striking  grievance  of  Ire- 
land was  the  existence  of  Irish  landlords 
in  the  South  who  did  not  do  their  duty, 
nor  a  tithe  of  their  duty,  towards  the 
education  of  the  people.  [Mr.  Kenny  : 
Or  anything  else.]  He  would  confine 
himself  to  the  matter  of  education  at 
present.  In  England  the  sum  raised  by 
voluntary  contributions  for  educational 
puriioses  was  £724,000,  in  Scotland  it 
was  £80,000,  and  in  Ireland  it  was 
£40,000.    The  doficiencj  this  caused, 
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vhioh  he  thought  was  a  serious  evil, 
had  to  he  met,  and  he  thought  it  was 
made  up  hy  very  much    larger   con- 
tributions from  the  Exchequer  to  Ire- 
land in  proportion  than  to  England. 
Then  he  came  to  the  income  derived 
from  rates,  and  this  was  a  most  signifi- 
cant fact,  because  the  rates  were,  after 
all,  the  contributions  not  only  of  the 
few  rich  men,  but  they  were  exactly  in 
proportion  to  the  wealth  and  poverty  of 
the  members  of  the  entire  community. 
In    England    the    sum    derived    from 
the  rates  was  £808,000 ;   in  Scotland, 
£191,000;    and    in  Ireland,   £11,904. 
The  main  reason  for  this  difference  in 
figures  was  that  in  Scotland,  the  rates 
were  entirely  compulsory ;  in  England, 
they  were  to  a  large  extent  compulsory ; 
while  in  Ireland,  they  were  voluntary. 
He  could  not  concur  on  this  point  in  the 
observation  of    the  hon.   Member    for 
Carlow  (Mr.  Dawson),  who  said  that  the 
English  Government  had  just  let  the 
teachers  taste  of  their  bounty,  and  had 
then  withdrawn  it.     That  observation 
should  have  referred  not  to  the  English 
Government,  but  to  the  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians.   The  latter  had  the  power  of  con- 
tributing in  exactly  the  same  way  as  all 
the  Boards   of   Guardians  in  Scotland 
did,  and  as  a  considerable  number  in 
England  did.    Under  the  circumstances, 
however,    it   was   not    his    business  to 
blame    the  Irish  Boards   of  Guardians 
for  their  action  in  this  matter — in  fact, 
he  did  not  think  that  they  were  to  blame 
in  reference  to  it,  because  people  would 
not,  in  the  long  run,  bear  their  share  of 
a  voluntary  rate,   for  the  purpose  of 
giving  a  man  a  larger  salary  than  he 
was  willing  to  work  for.   By  subscribing 
this   money  they  woidd   not  get  more 
children  educated ;  they  only  gave  the 
teachers  a  better  salary,  and  considering 
how  formidable  the  increase  of  rates 
was,   he   did   not  wonder  that  so  few 
Boards  subscribed,  or  that   the  people 
declined  to  take  fresh  dues  voluntarily 
upon  themselves.     But  if  the  ratepayers 
of  Ireland  would  not  do  in  this  matter 
as  the  ratepayers  of  England  and  Scot- 
land did,  the  responsibility  no  longer 
rested  upon   the  English  Government, 
hut  upon  the  people  of  Ireland,  speak- 
ing through  their  Bepresentatives,  who 
objected  to  the  rates  in  aid  being  made 
oompulsorily.      In    the    very    poorest 
parishes  in   Scotland,   the   school   rate 
ifas    paid    oheerfuUy,    and    sometimes 
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eagerly.    With  regard  to  the  residences 
of  the  school  teachers,  he  entirely  sym- 
pathized with  the  Bill  dealing  with  the 
subject,  which  had  been  introduced  by 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Cork 
County  (Colonel  Oolthurst).  There,  how- 
ever, again,  Parliament  was  not  to  blame. 
Money  might  be  borrowed  for  their  con- 
struction,  maintenance,   and    improve- 
ment, repayable  in  35  years,  at  SJ  per 
cent    interest,    which    were    far    more 
reasonable   terms   than  England  could 
obtain,   and  it  was  hardly  fair  to  re- 
proach  the   Government,   when    those 
facilities  were  not  taken  advantage  of. 
With  reference  to  sites   for  these  re- 
sidences, however,  there  was  a  difficulty, 
and  no  Bill  would  be  introduced  by  the 
Government  which  did  not  remove  that 
grievance  thoroughly  and  completely. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Athlone  had  re- 
ferred to  the  question  of  pensions,  and 
had  remarked  that  the  reason  why  there 
was  better  provision  for  teachers'  salaries 
in  England  and  Scotland  than  in  Ire- 
land was  the  superior  educational  en- 
dowments in  those  countries.    In  Eng- 
land and  in  Scotland  the  teacher  had 
not  got  a  pension.    In  Ireland,  although 
the  conditions  were  not  so  favourable 
as  could  be  wished,  the  teacher  had  a 
pension,  and   the   fact  was   that   there 
was   greater   provision   in  Ireland   for 
paying  teachers'  pensions  out  of  endow- 
ments   than    in  England.      A  sum    o{ 
£1,300,000   out  of   the   Irish   Church 
Funds  was  set  aside  for  teachers'  pen- 
sions, which  was  as  much  an  endow- 
ment fund  as  anything  could  be ;  and, 
further,   owing  to  the   ancient  endow- 
ments which  had  now  been  diverted  to 
another  purpose,  the  Irish  teachers  had 
an  advantage  which  they  appreciated, 
and  which  was  not  possessed  by  England 
and  Scotland.     As  to  the  methods  by 
which  these  pensions  were  distributed, 
the  fair  comparison  was  not  with   the 
Irish  Police,  but  with  the  teachers  of 
England  and  Scotland,  and  the  fair  ques- 
tion to  ask  was — whether  the  £1,300,000 
allotted  for  pensions  was  distributed  so 
as  to  be  of  the  greatest  advantage  to 
Ireland.     The  allowances  for  long  and 
meritorious  services  were  calculated  by 
actuaries  on  the  quinquennial  scale,  the 
mean    period    being  35    years.      Five 
years   was    the   very   least    period    at 
which  a  system  of  pensions  ought  to  be 
revised,  and  as  to  the  system  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  adopt  age  in  preference  to 
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time  of  service,  so  aa  not  to  exclude  the 
great  numbi?r  of  Irish  teachers  who  hnd 
not  originally  been  Govern luent  teachers; 
and  until,  at  any  rate,  these  men  and 
women  had  passed  off  the  scene,  the 
Government  could  not  alter  this  arrange- 
ment. The  quinquennial  di-stribution 
■would  come  next  year.  He  had  reason 
to  beliuve  that  there  wiis  a  surplus,  and 
it  would  ho  disbursed  so  as  to  be  of  the 
greatest  advantage  to  the  main  bodj'  of 
the  teachers.  [Mr.  Arthur  O'Coknob  : 
How  is  the  scheme  received  by  the 
teachers?]  Hon.  Members  seemed  to 
doubt  whether  the  teachers  valued  the 
system.  The  best  evidence  of  that  was 
that  out  of  10,62 1  teachers  in  the  Ser- 
vice, 9,343,  or  88  per  cent,  had  joined 
in  it,  though  it  involved  a  payment  from 
their  own  resources.  Beyond  that,  he 
thought  the  vast  majority  of  them  would 
be  found  supporting  it  when  it  became 
known  that  the  membership  was  volun- 
tary, not  compulsory.  There  was  no 
way  of  improving  the  teachers'  incomes 
except  they  obtained  a  higher  classifi- 
cation, and  one  rHUKon  they  were  unable 
to  obtain  a  high  classification  was  thn 
deficient  and  anomalous  system  of  train- 
ing in  Ireland.  Still,  he  thought  when 
hon.  Members  made  speeches  condemn- 
ing the  shortcomings  of  the  Government, 
they  ought  to  say  something  about  what 
the  Government  had  done.  They  ought 
to  remember  that  for  a  Minister  who 
had  left  a  former  Government  on  the 
question  of  undenominational  education, 
it  was  not  an  easy  matter  for  him  to  go 
back  on  his  antecedents  and  persuade 
euceesKfully  a  House,  which  was  largely 
leavened  with  strong  undenominational 
sentimonts,  to  do  in  Iri'lnnd  that  which 
alone  could  enable  the  Irish  teachers  to 
take  advantage  of  the  system  of  train- 
ing. They  must  not  expect  too  much 
in  the  first  year  of  a  new  system ;  but 
this  year  they  proposed  to  divide  a  sum 
of  £10,000  between  three  Training  Col- 
leges of  the  sort  to  which  Irish  teachers 
were  willing  to  resort,  and  to  which 
Irishmuu  in  general  were  glad  to  con- 
tribute. But  that  was  not  all ;  for  the 
Government  had  viewed  with  favour, 
and  very  practical  favour,  the  proposal 
that  public  money  should  be  lent  for  the 
building  of  Training  Colleges.  His 
general  reply,  he  was  afraid,  would  dis- 
appoint many  hon.  Members.  The  Go- 
vernment would  not  bring  in  an  Educa- 
tion Bill  for  Ireland  which  did  not  deal 


drastically  with  the  questirn  of  sites, 
and  that  did  not  establish  a  system  of 
compulsory  education  of  a  uature  which 
the  Leaders  of  the  Irish  people  would 
generally  accept ;  the  Government  would 
not  bring  in  a  Bill  which  would  give  the 
Irish  Members  an  opportunity  of  saying 
that  they  would  call  upon  the  ratepayer;) 
of  Ireland  to  do  what  the  ratepayers  of 
Scotland  hnd  done,  though  he  could  well 
understand  that  the  Government  would 
not  make  that  a  point  on  which  the 
other  provisions  of  the  Bill  must  stand 
or  fall.  But  when  it  came  to  u  question 
of  paying  more  money  out  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, except  in  the  shape  of  improved 
result  fees  and  kindred  matters,  there 
ho  must  stop  and  say  that  he  could  not 
advise  the  Treasury  to  assent.  He  could 
not  accept  the  Besolution  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Athlone,  except  on  a  condi- 
tion which  the  hon.  Member  would 
hardly  accept — namely,  to  leave  out  all 
the  words  from  "opinion"  down  to 
"that  Bill."  Unless  he  accepted  that 
ofi'er,  he  was  afraid  he  could  not  do  any- 
thing in  the  matter. 

Mu.  AUTHUR  O'CONNOR  :  Would 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  tell  the  House 
what  is  the  present  position  of  the  Train- 
ing Colleges  ? 

Mb.  TREVELYAN  said,  the  system 
of  grants  to  these  Colleges  wos  exactly 
the  same  as  in  England  and  Scotland ; 
£10,000  had  been  taken  this  year,  of 
which  £3,319  was  to  go  to  the  College 
in  Bagot  Street ;  £5,273  to  St.  Patrick's 
Troining  College,  in  Drumoondra ;  and 
£1,140  was  to  be  expended  on  the  new 
College  of  the  Church  of  Ireland,  to  be 
opened  in  Kildare  Street  in  September. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  :  Are 
there  only  three  denominational  Train- 
ing Colleges  in  Ireland  ? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN :  Yes. 

Mr.  HEALY  said,  he  wos  sorry  to 
say  ho  was  sure  the  statement  of  tlie 
right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Trevelyan) 
would  be  received  with  intense  disap- 
pointment, not  only  by  teachers  in  Ire- 
land, but  by  the  entire  country.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  told  the 
teachers  they  had  nothing  to  expect 
from  the  Government.  There  was  no 
hope  whatever  of  the  Bill  suggested 
being  accepted  in  Ireland,  and  he  was 
amazed,  and  thought  it  extraordinary, 
that  wlien  a  Gentleman  distinguished 
for  candour,  as  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  waa,  waa  making 
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his  stinging  contrast  between  the  con- 
tribution from  the  local  rates  in  England 
and  Scotland  and  those  made  in  Ireland, 
that  he  overlooked  the  important  point 
that  the  Irish  people,  unlike  tho  Eng- 
lish and  Scotch,  had  no  more  to  say  to 
the  class  of  education  they  received  than 
the  people  of  Lapland.  Compulsorily 
educational  contributions  from  local  rates 
would  be  fought  tooth  and  nail  by  the 
Irish  Members,  unless  the  Boards  of 
Guardians  were  previouslj'  altered  upon 
the  linos  of  the  Poor  Law  Quai'dians 
Bill,  and  uuless  there  was  a  complete 
reform  of  the  so-called  Board  of  Na- 
tional Education,  whose  leading  charac- 
teristics he  (Mr.  Healy)  declared  wore 
anti-national.  That  Board  included  the 
Judges,  Mr.  Chief  Justice  Morris,  Mr. 
Justice  Lawson,  together  with  other 
successful  patriots,  and  likewise  four 
Protestant  clergymen  and  one  Pro- 
testant Archbishop ;  but  it  had  not 
upon  it  any  Catholic  Bishop  or  priest. 
They  must  have  that  Board  made  re- 
presentative and  thoroughly  national. 
In  fact,  there  was  no  hope  of  their  ever 
obtaining  a  thoroughly  efficient  system, 
until  they  swept  away,  root  and  branch, 
the  whole  of  what  was  called  the  Na- 
tional Board,  or,  at  any  rate,  they  must 
swamp  them,  before  they  would  have 
the  confidence  of  the  Irish  people. 
With  respect  to  the  new  denominational 
Training  Schools,  he  was  anxious  to  know 
how  they  were  to  be  maintained  ?  Were 
Roman  Catholics  to  support  their  Train- 
ing College,  the  Presbyterians  theirs,  and 
the  Pi'otestant  Episcopalians  theirs,  or 
were  they  to  be  supported  out  of  a  com- 
mon fund  ?  If  that  were  so,  he  would 
ask  the  House  to  look  at  the  injustice  of 
the  proposal.  The  majority  of  the  rate- 
payers in  Ireland  were  Catholics,  thfy 
constituted  four-fiftha  of  the  population, 
and  were  they  to  be  made  to  find  the 
largest  share  of  the  money,  and  pay 
rates  for  the  benefit  of  other  denomiua- 
tions,  with  whose  schools  and  teachings 
they  had  no  sympathy?  They  must 
have  a  stringent  guarantee,  before  they 
would  consent  to  compulsory  rating,  that 
they  should  have  proper  representation, 
and  that  the  money  of  the  Catholic  and 
Protestant  and  Presbyterian  people 
■would  g^  to  Catholics  and  Protestants 
and  Presbyterians  respectively.  He 
would  now  ask  the  House  to  consider 
the  position  and  prospects  of  the  Irish 
teachers  as  compared  with  those  of  the 
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Irish  Constabulary.  Why,  there  were 
more  policemen  than  there  were  teachers 
in  Ireland,  showing  that  it  was  the  policy 
of  the  Government  to  coerce  the  people, 
and  at  the  same  time  keep  them  plunged 
in  ignorance.  So,  too,  the  Vote  for 
Education  was  £732,027,  while  that  for 
the  Police  was  £1,440,095,  or  nearly 
double.  The  constables  were  far  better 
paid  and  received  far  better  pensions 
than  the  Insh  National  School  teachers. 
It  took  n  teacher  47  years  to  gain  a 
pension  of  £35  a-year ;  while  a  con- 
stable, after  "20  years'  service,  received 
£30  n-year,  a  teacher  receiving  the  mag- 
nificent sum  of  £6  a-year  for  the  same 
period.  If  the  Constabulary  did  not  get 
the  pay  they  wanted,  as  had  lately  been 
seen  in  Dublin  and  in  Limerick,  they 
instantly  struck,  and  they  received  what 
they  wanted.  In  fact,  the  Government 
hnd  not  so  much  power  over  them  as,  in 
anciont  times,  the  Bomans  had  over  the 
Prtetorian  Guards.  The  reason  of  that 
was  that  the  British  Government  knew 
that,  without  the  aid  of  their  bayouets, 
they  could  never  keep  up  English  rule 
in  tlie  country.  But  if  the  teachers 
were  to  try  to  follow  their  example,  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  would  be 
quite  tranquil,  for  the  Government 
would  be  only  too  pleased  to  save  the 
cost  of  the  education  of  the  children, 
whom  they  would  prefer  to  see  grow  up 
in  ignorance.  Then  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  told  thorn  that  ho  would 
bring  in  a  Bill  for  compulsory  education 
in  Ireland.  So  far  as  ho  (Mr.  Healy) 
was  aware,  there  was  no  feeling  in  the 
country  adverse  to  compulsory  educa- 
tion, and  he  thought  that,  with  prop 
safeguards,  the  system  would  be  receivei 
with  satisfaction  by  the  country  at  larg^ 
Tho  real  cause  of  the  non-attendance 
children  was,  in  his  opinion,  duo  to  the 
extreme  poverty  of  the  people,  whose 
children  had  such  wretched  clothing 
that  they  were  not  able  to  go  to  school 
and  associate  with  children  who  were 
better  dressed.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
those  who  did  not  attend  for  that  reason 
did  attend,  children  of  a  better  class 
would  not  care  to  mix  with  them,  and 
would  probably  be  withdrawn.  Th( 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had,  no  doub 
come  down  again  to  the  House  pro 
to  rebut  the  case  he  (Mr.  Healy) 
endeavouring  to  present  to  the  Houi 
on  behalf  of  these  poor  people  ;  but  thi 
statements  on  which  he  was  going 
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rebut  them  had  been  prepared  by  offi- 
cials in  Dublin,  with  salaries  of  £1,000, 
or  £1,500  u-year,  who  were  clad  ia 
broadcloth,  whoso  stomanhs  were  not 
empty,  and  who  lived  in  grand  houses. 
Those  were  the  people  who  were  trying 
to  prevent  any  improvement  being  ef- 
'lected  in  the  condition  of  a  wretched  class 
of  persons  with  an  income  of  £55.  The 
expenses  of  the  Office  which  nupplied 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  with  his  facts 
amounted  to  £732,000.  Then.  £26,000 
was  paid  for  agents,  £40,000  for  Inspec- 
tors, £33,000  for  model  schoolH,  which 
Wore  not  wanted,  and  £10,000  for  nor- 
mal establishments.  Those  ser\-ice8,  paid 
for  on  that  scale,  left  only  a  total  of 
£570,000  for  Irish  National  School 
teachers.  They  were  told  that  the 
teachers'  positions  must  be  improved 
out  of  the  rates;  but  they  would  not 
find  the  Irish  people  disposed  to  vote  a 
penny  out  of  the  rates  in  addition  so 
long  as  the  working  of  the  system  was 
lontrolled  by  a  Board  full  of  Protest- 
ants and  Presbj'terians.  As  to  the 
teachers  themeelves,  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  amount  received  by  those 
in  Eugland  and  Scotland,  it  could  hardly 
be  expected  that  they  could  get  the  best 
olass  of  men  for  the  post  for  £57  a-year. 
The  comparative  treatment  of  the  Con- 
stabulary and  the  teachers  was  a  dis- 
grace. There  was  far  more  inducement 
to  become  a  policeman  in  Ireland  than 
a  teacher ;  not  only  were  the  former 
better  paid,  for  a  sub-constable  on  join- 
ing the  Force  got,  on  an  average,  £4 
a-year  more  than  a  well-paid  National 
School  teacher,  but,  in  addition,  they 
also  got  both  clothing  and  lodging  free, 
besides  magnificent  pensions.  There 
was  no  question  about  sites  for  police 
baiTacks ;  but  there  was  for  schoolhouses. 
Indeed,  police  barracks  and  workhouses 
were  the  most  ornamental  objects  in 
Irish  landscapes.  He  ventured  to  think 
there  was  not  so  disgraceful  a  story  to 
tell  of  Bussian  government  in  Poland, 
as  the  one  ho  bad  read  with  shame  and 
humilinlion — namely,  the  treatment  of 
the  teachers  in  connection  with  their 
annual  dinner  which  had  taken  place  in 
Dublin.  Because,  after  drinking  the 
health  of  tJie  Queen,  they  had  not  drunk 
that  of  Earl  Spencer,  who  was  simply 
a  Member  of  Mr.  Gladstone's  Cabinet, 
an  explanation  was  demanded,  and  every 
teacher  would  have  been  dismis-sed  had 
,ihey  not  made  an  abject  apology.     The 


circulars  had  been  signed  by  a  Mr. 
Sheridan ;  and  he  (Mr.  Healy)  should 
be  happy,  at  the  proper  time,  to  move 
tho  reduction  of  the  Vote  by  the  amount 
of  his  salary.  Where  was  this  absur- 
dity to  end  ?  The  meanness  and  the 
odious  and  contemptible  character  of 
such  tyranny  were  atrocious,  yet  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  winked  at  it.  He  (Mr. 
Healy)  never  heard  him  utter  a  word  in 
extenuation  of  a  system  which  in  Ire- 
land excited  only  indignation  and  dis- 
gust. He  supposed  that,  after  drinking 
the  health  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and 
of  the  Lady  Lieutenant,  it  would  hence- 
forth be  necessary  to  drink  that  of  His 
Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
and  that  of  Her  Royal  Highness  the 
Princess  of  Wales,  and  then  that  of  the 
little  Princes  of  Wales,  and  the  little 
Princesses  of  Wales,  and  so  on,  until 
they  came  down  to  policemen.  That 
was  the  absurdity  to  which  they  had 
come.  He  hoped  that,  on  the  Estimates, 
they  would  have  some  explanation  of 
that  state  of  things,  failing  which,  it 
would  afford  him  great  satisfaction  to 
move  a  few  Resolutions.  Ho  had  to  say, 
finally,  that  the  few  miserable  grants 
that  were  made  were  doled  out  in  the 
most  wretched  way  imaginable  to  the 
teachers  and  their  relatives.  He  charged 
the  Government  with,  in  some  instances, 
keeping  the  money  from  the  sick  and 
dying  men.  To  a  man  who  was  siok  a 
grant  of  £30  or  £-10  was  of  great  con- 
sequence. It  could,  at  all  events,  pro- 
cure him  a  groat  many  necosearies  wnioh 
wore  essential  to  the  alleviation  of  his 
su6ering,  and  it  might,  at  least,  be  suffi- 
cient to  cover  the  expenses  of  burial 
when  the  man  was  dead.  But  the  Go- 
vernment, or  those  well-paid  persons  in 
Dublin  who  were  charged  with  its  ad- 
ministration, carped  at  these  trifles  in 
the  spirit  of  Shylook,  and  denied  tho 
amounts  to  the  persons  who  were  enti- 
tled to  them  or  to  their  relatives.  That 
state  of  things,  he  thought,  could  not 
be  defended  by  the  Government.  He 
regretted  the  action  which  had  been 
taken  by  the  Government  with  respect 
to  the  Motion,  and  in  declining  to  yield 
to  the  demands  of  the  teachers.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  not  shown 
tho  least  sympathy,  or  the  least  inten- 
tion of  yielding  anything  for  the  poor 
people  for  whom  he  was  pleading ;  but 
he  could  tell  the  rijjht  hon.  Gentleman 
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that  those  11,000  or  12,000  persons 
would  remember  how  they  had  been 
treated. 

Me.  TREVELYAN  said,  he  wished 
to  explain,  with  reference  to  the  ave- 
rages given  by  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  Galway  (Colonel  Nolan), 
that  the  comparison  which  he  made  was 
between  the  certificated  masters  in  Lon- 
don and  the  principal  masters  and  mis- 
tresses in  England,  and  the  principal 
masters  and  mistresses  in  Ireland.  Al- 
though the  comparison  of  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  was  not  an  unfair  one, 
yet,  on  reflection,  he  saw  that  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  included  the  assist- 
ant teachers  in  his  comparison.  He 
(Mr.  Trevelyan)  had  not  made  out  the 
comparison  between  the  principal  and 
assistant  teachers  combined  with  the 
certificated  and  uncertificated  masters. 

Me.  PATEICK  MARTIN  said,  it 
appeared  to  him  that  the  present  was 
not  a  fitting  or  opportune  occasion  to 
enter  on  the  discussion  of,  or  to  express 
his  individual  opinion  on,  questions  of 
such  importance  as  the  establishment  of 
a  system  of  compulsory  education  in  Ire- 
land or  the  constitution  of  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  for  National  Education. 
"What,  then,  the  friends  of  the  National 
School  teachers  desired  was  to  hear  a 
statement  made,  showing  that  the  Qro- 
vernment  had  given  some  real  conside- 
ration to  the  demands  made,  and  were 
prepared  to  apply  a  speedy  and  eflSca- 
cious  remedy  for  the  principal  grievances 
which  had  been  admitted  to  affect  this 
important  and  deserving  body  of  public 
servants.  He  had  been  much  disap- 
pointed at  the  tone  of  the  reply  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland.  He  proposed  no  fea- 
sible solution  for  the  difficulties  incident 
to  the  failure  of  the  Act  of  1875.  Vague 
statements  were  made  that  at  some  dis- 
tant date,  and  contingent  on  a  general 
change  in  the  system  of  education,  the 
funds  required  were  to  be  provided  from 
local  sources.  The  late  Chief  Secretary 
(Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach)  stated  that 
the  teachers  were  to  participate  in 
the  full  benefits  contemplated  by  the 
Act. 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  were 
not  present;  House  counted,  and  40 
Members  being  found  present, 

Me.  PATRICK  MARTIN,  continuing, 
said,  he  recollected  that  the  late  Chief 
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Secretary,  when  the  Act  of  1875  was 
under  discussion,  and  hehad  been  warned 
in  the  House  that  the  Act  was  destined 
to  be  a  total  failure,  stated  that  it 
would  be  tried  only  as  an  experiment, 
and  if  it  failed,  means  should  be  devised 
by  the  Government  to  obtain  funds  to 
pay  result  fees  in  full  to  the  teachers. 
Subsequently,  in  1876,  when  it  became 
clear  the  Act  would  not  work,  he  pro- 
posed to  make  the  provisions  in  the  Act 
compulsory;  but,  on  inquiry,  he  found 
that  to  pass  an  Act  by  which  the  Boards 
of  Guardians  should  be  compelled  to  oon- 
tribute  to  the  result  fee  was  impossible, 
and  thatsuch  ameasure  would  receive  the 
opposition  of  the  great  bulk  of  the  Irish 
Members.  The  very  figures  of  the  Per- 
missive Act  showed,  in  the  clearest  man- 
ner, that  the  ratepayers  in  Ireland  would 
never  consent  to  the  passing  of  a  Com- 
pulsory Act.  For  what  did  they  find  ? 
That  the  number  of  contributory  ITnions, 
which  began  under  the  Act  at  70,  had, 
since  it  had  been  made  manifest  that 
the  Gk)vemment  did  not  intend  to  bring 
in  a  BiU  by  which  the  grievances  of  the 
teachers  could  be  remedied,  successively 
decreased,  until  it  had  reached  the  pre- 
sent numher  of  four.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, he  thought  the  House  had 
a  right  to  feel  disappointed  with  the 
reply  of  the  Chirf  Secretary  for  Ireland. 
It  was  but  a  repetition,  in  its  main  state- 
ments, of  the  promises  made  and  ex- 
pectations held  forth  in  1876.  It  was 
high  time  the  Government  should  make 
up  their  mind  on  this  question.  If,  as 
was  plain,  the  Government  were  deter- 
mined, in  the  present  state  of  things  in 
Ireland,  to  retain  the  entire  control  of 
education  in  the  hands  of  Commissioners 
appointed  by,  and  responsible  alone,  to 
the  Government,  it  was  just  they  should 
provide  the  funds  required.  It  was  ab- 
surd to  expect  the  Guardians  to  contri- 
bute, unless  they  had  also  a  voice  in  the 
management,  and  there  was  a  popular 
element  in  the  management  and  con- 
trol of  the  educational  system.  Was 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  prepared  to 
say  that  national  education  should  be 
controlled  by  the  popular  vote  ?  If 
not,  then  it  would  have  been  better 
to  have  said  that  the  Government  had 
no  intention  of  doing  anything,  than 
to  have  made  the  speech  he  did.  It 
would  have  been  better  not  to  have 
raised  expectations  that  would  only  lead 
to    disappointment.      The    right    hon. 
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Baronet  the  late  Ohief  Secretary  for 
Ireland,  backed  by  a  strong  tiovern- 
ment,  could  not  bring  iu  a  Bill  to  make 
the  contributions  of  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians oooipulsory,  Was  it  not,  then,  most 
unreasonable  that  the  Chief  Secretary, 
after  the  promises  ha  had  made  and  the 
answers  he  had  given  to  the  teachers' 
deputations,  should  now  suggest  that 
after  hc<  had  consulted  with  and  ascer- 
tained the  views  of  the  Irish  Members 
he  would  consider  the  propriety  of 
bringing  in  a  Bill  of  this  character  ?  The 
majority  of  Irish  Members  had  more  than 
once  stated  that  any  measure  framed  on 
those  lines  would  have  their  opposition 
to  encounter.  As  to  the  privations 
suffered  by  the  teachers  from  want  of 
Buitable  residences,  be  thought  the  House 
had  a  right  to  complain  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  Government.  The  Govern- 
ment had  opposed  the  Bill  of  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Mumber  for  Galway  (Colonel 
Nolan)  to  make  provisions  for  teachers' 
residences.  Nothing  was  done.  Not 
the  slightest  effort  was  made  by  legisla- 
tion to  provide  a  remedy  for  the  diffi- 
culties incident  to  the  procuring  of  sites 
from  landlords  either  legally  unable  or 
unwilling  to  give  them.  The  Treasury, 
too,  had  as  was  pointed  out  by  their 
Minutes,  in  fact,  frustrated  the  inten- 
tions of  Parliament.  Yet  even  in  this 
respect,  as  well  as  in  respect  tu  the  peu- 
aions  question,  where  remedies  might 
be  at  ouce  provided  by  an  alteration  in 
the  Treasury  Minutes  and  Hegulations, 
no  satisfactory  assurance  had  been  given. 
He  trusted  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
would  now  at  last  riso  and  promise  that 
his  Department  would  recede  from  the 
position  they  had  token  up  in  these  mat- 
tera.  It  was  conceded  by  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary that  many  of  the  complaints  of  the 
teachers  were  well-founded,  and  that 
their  conduct  as  a  body  entitled  tbom 
to  favourable  consideration.  The  fact 
that  they  were  not  as  highly  trained 
as  the  English  and  Scotch  teachers  was 
the  fault  of  the  Government ;  and  if 
their  English  and  Scotch  brethren  were 
better  educated,  they  were  in  receipt  of 
double  their  salary.  Nothing  was  more 
calculated  to  create  discontent  than  the 
admission  that  grievances  existed  with- 
out any  earnest  attempt  to  remedy  them. 
He,  therefore,  trusted  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  reconsider  the  position  they 
bad  taken  up,  and  that,  instead  of  op- 
posing, they  would  accept  the  torma  of 


the  Iteaolution,  which  were  only  fair  and 
reasonable. 

Mb.  O'DONNELL  said,  he  thought 
that  the  treatment  of  the  question  under 
discussion  during  the  evening  had  been 
characteristic  of  the  manner  in  which 
Irish  questions  were  generally  treated 
by  the  House  of  Commons.  Nearly  aU 
the  oOO  and  odd  English  and  Scotch 
Gentleman  who  undertook  to  govern 
Ireland  had  been  mainly  conspicuous  by 
their  absence  during  the  discussion  of 
this  important  subject.  At  all  events, 
those  Gentlemen  who  were  absent  had 
been  spared  the  mortification  of  hearing 
the  set  of  utterly  callous  platitudes  with 
which  the  Scotch  Secretary  for  Ireland 
replied  to  the  complaints  of  the  Irish 
Party.  The  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  mainly  composed  of  di- 
rect or  indirect  compliments  to  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  Scotch  people ;  but  he 
seemed  to  have  no  sympathy  whatever 
with  the  people  whose  affairs  he  was 
sent  to  administer.  There  waa  no  indi- 
cation in  it  of  a  promise  to  do  anything 
for  the  Irish  teachers.  He  (Mr.  O'Don- 
nell)  came  down  to  give  his  warmest 
support  to  the  Resolution  ;  but  it  was  no 
disappointment  to  him  to  hear  the  speech 
of  the  Ohief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  be- 
cause he  full  well  know  that  there  would 
be  no  substantial  reform  hinted  at  by 
the  Government.  They  were  told  that 
the  Government  were  not  unwilling  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  for  compulsory  educa- 
tion. With  proper  guarantees,  such  a 
Bill  would  be  welcomed  by  all  who  were 
interested  in  the  education  of  the  Irish 
people ;  but,  apart  from  that,  some 
prompt  and  efficient  measure  for  re- 
medying the  grievances  of  the  teachers 
ought  to  be  introduced.  The  Irish  Na- 
tional School  teachers  were  obliged  to 
eke  out  their  miserable  pittance  by  bur- 
dening themselves  with  the  obligation 
of  cultivating  plots  of  land.  They 
laboured  under  this  disability — that 
they  were  a  peaceful  and  a  law-abiding 
body  of  men,  who  brought  up  their 
pupils  on  peaceful  and  law-abiding 
principles,  and,  consequently,  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  felt  they  could  de- 
spise their  complaints  and  disregard 
their  feelings.  If  there  were  any  danger 
whatever  that  a  refusal  to  redress  their 
grievances  would  be  followed  by  a 
healthy  development  of  what  would  be 
called  in  this  country  "  Constitutional 
sedition "   among  this    large   body    of 
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public  servants,  a  gi-oat  deal  mora  atten- 
tion would  be  paid  by  the  Government 
to  their  complaints  than  was  now  given 
to  the  utterances  of  their  Parliamentary 
Eepresontatives.  The  course  now  taken 
by  Her  Majesty's  Government  was  a 
distinct  violation  of  the  pledge  made  by 
their  Predecessors  in  1875,  when  the 
right  bon.  Baronet  the  late  Chief  8ecro- 
tary  for  Ireland  i^Sir  Michael  Hicks- 
Beach),  in  proposing  a  measure  for  the 
relief  of  the  teachers,  said — 

"  If  it  gucc«eda,  well  and  good  ;  the  teachers 
will  be  reasonably  romunerated.  If  not,  tho 
Government  will  take  such  etepa  that  the  re- 
muneration now  intended  shall  be  paid  to 
them." 

That  intended  remuneration  had  not 
been  paid  to  them,  and  the  speech  of 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  showed 
that  the  present  Government  had  no  in- 
tention of  fulfilling  tho  pledge  so  clearly 
and  emphalioally  given  by  thoir  Prede- 
cessors iu  Office. 

Sra  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  said,  that  he 
deprecated  the  language  that  had  been 
applied  to  the  right  hou.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland.  Notwith- 
standing his  "  platitudes,"  as  the  hori. 
Member  for  Dungarvan  (Mr.  O'Donnell) 
had  termed  them,  he  (SirPatriekO'Brieu) 
was  of  opinion  that,  so  far  as  policy  was 
concerned,  a  more  honest  Chief  Secre- 
tary than  tho  present  holder  of  the  Office 
had  never  sat  upon  the  Treasury  Bench. 
But  if  tlie  Poor  Law  Guardians  did  not 
do  their  duty  in  the  matter  of  education, 
it  was  for  the  Government  to  compel 
them  to  do  it ;  and  the  statement  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  showed  tlrat  no 
other  course  was  open.  What  did  tho 
hon.  Member  for  Monaghan  mean  when 
he  said  that  the  Poor  Law  Guardians 
could  not  be  expected  to  assist  the 
teachers  when  they  had  not  the  control 
of  education  ?  Did  he  mean  that  they 
should  be  a  distinguished  Philosophical 
Society  to  draw  up  tho  curriculum?  [Mr. 
Healy  :  No.]  Was  it  that  they  had 
not  the  arrangement  of  the  money  mat- 
ters ?  He  was  in  a  difficulty  with  the 
hon.  Gentleman;  but,  with  all  his  as- 
tuteness, if  he  accepted  either  alterna- 
tive, ho  (Sir  Patrick  O'Brien)  would  im- 
pale him  on  the  horns  of  a  dilemma. 
He  agreed  with  the  hon.  Member  who 
said  that  tho  case  was  harassing  and 
painful,  and  required  immediate  atten- 
tion ;  and  as  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land had  not  seen  fit,  or  rather  had  not 
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been  empowered,  to  put  down  on  the 
Estimates  a  sum  to  meet  the  present 
difficulty,  he  should  vote  for  the  Motion 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Athlone  (Mr. 
Justin  Huntly  M'Carthy),  if  he  went  to 
a  Division.  He  should  do  so,  however, 
without  using  the  grievances  of  the 
teachers  as  a  political  stalking  horse,  by 
claiming  local  control  of  finances,  or 
curriculum.  The  remedy  was  to  be 
found  in  compelling  the  Guardians  to 
pay  their  contributious,  instead  of 
leaving  it  optional  with  them ;  and  he 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  in 
the  Bill  he  proposed  to  bring  in,  would 
tax  the  nation  in  the  interests  of 
the  nation — namely  tho  education  of  the 
people. 

Mr.  MARITM  said,  that  the  people  of 
Ireland  wert;  greatly  alarmed  at  the 
growth  of  local  taxation,  and,  while 
there  was  every  disposition  on  the  part 
nf  Boards  of  Guardians  to  act  fairly  by 
the  National  School  teachers,  they  would 
object  to  an  increase  of  the  burden  of 
local  taxation,  which  had  increased  since 
1866  by  £1,000,000  sterling.  It  already 
amounted  to  .35  per  cent  of  the  rental  of 
Ireland,  and  if  this  taxation  went  on  in- 
creasing, tho  ratepayers  would  soon  be 
swamped  by  it.  Apart  from  that  pres- 
sure, there  was  no  indisposition  on  tho 
part  of  the  Guardians  to  spend  rates  for 
educational  purposes;  but  they  felt  that 
to  put  the  entire  burden  u|X)n  tho  land 
was  unfair,  owing  to  the  relations  which 
existed  between  Ireland  and  England. 
Ho  thought  the  parallel  drawn  by  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  between 
Ireland  and  England  in  this  regard,  was 
altogether  unfair,  seeing  that,  in  Ire- 
land, they  had  practically  no  manufac- 
tures or  commerce  as  they  had  in  Eng- 
land, and  that  the  entire  population  was 
thrown  upon  the  land.  The  incidence 
of  local  taxation  and  the  Imperial  bur- 
dens placed  upon  it  required  as  mudi 
consideration  iu  Ireland  as  in  Engliiml, 
and  the  hardship  was  greater  in  Ireland, 
because  of  the  absence  of  commercial 
wealth,  which  was  kept  out  by  continued 
misgovcmmont. 

Mu.  FINDLATER  said,  ho  dfcidedly 
deprecated  the  introduction  into  tho  dp- 
bate  on  that  question  of  any  violent 
Party  politics.  He  did  not  think  any 
such  controversy  was  in  tho  intt-rest  of 
the  Irish  toaohors.  He  should  say  he 
did  not  think  that  the  teachers  were 
treated  fairly  by  the  Government,  and 
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he  would  cordially  support  the  vote  for 
the  Resolution. 

Mr.  JOHN  EEDMOND  said,  he 
quite  agreed  with  the  hon.  Member  (Mr. 
Findlater)  as  to  the  undesirability  of 
mixing  up  Party  politics  with  a  question 
of  this  kind.  All  classes  in  Ireland  were 
actuated  with  the  one  desire  to  see  the 
admitted  grievances  of  the  Irish  teachers 
remodied.  They  were  told  that  it  woidd 
be  necessary  to  make  the  rate  in  aid 
compulsoi-j-.  That  might  or  might  not 
be  necessary.  At  thelirst  blush,  he  was 
not  disposed  in  its  favour ;  but  until  that 
was  done — if  it  were  to  be  done — were 
the  grievances  of  the  teachers  to  remain 
unredressed  ?  What  they  claimed  that 
night  was  that  the  Government  should 
endeavour  at  once  to  remove  the  injus- 
tice under  which  the  National  School 
teachers  of  Ireland  now  suffered.  There 
was  no  Party  in  Ireland — National, 
Liberal,  or  Tory — which  did  not  admit 
the  grievances  of  the  Irish  teachers,  and 
yet  these  most  deserving  men  were  left 
without  the  means  of  a  decent  livelihood. 
He  believed  the  people  of  Ireland  would 
be  quite  ready  to  contribute  freely  to  the 
expenses  of  education,  if  tliey  had  the 
control  of  it  in  their  own  hands.  That 
night  the  teachers'  case  entered  on  a 
new  phase.  Ho  heartily  congratulated 
them  on  the  fact  that  their  case  was  no 
longer  in  the  hands  of  a  Gentleman  re- 
presenting an  Irish  constituency,  who, 
at  the  same  time,  no  doubt,  showed 
some  zeal  in  the  interests  of  his  clients, 
but  who  appeared  now  to  consider  much 
more  keenly  the  interests  and  the  con- 
venience of  the  Government  than  the  in- 
terests of  the  teachers.  It  was  now  in 
the  hands  of  the  Irish  Parliamentary 
Party,  and  on  behalf  of  himself  and  hia 
Colleagues  he  would  say  night  or  day 
henceforward  they  would  not  cease 
their  active  exertions  until  the  justice  so 
long  delayed  was  done  to  this  deserving 
body  of  men. 

Mr.  KENNY,  in  supporting  the  He- 
solution,  said,  that  Irish  National  School 
teachers  bad  been  compelled  to  live  in 

t houses  which  were  entirely  unsuited  to 
persons  in  their  station  in  life.  There- 
lore,  the  time,  he  thought,  had  come 
when  proper  dwellings  should  be  pro- 
vided for  them.  At  the  close  of  the  year 
1880  there  were  7,429  teachers  in  charge 
of  the  Irish  National  Schools,  and  the 
number  of  residences  supplied  rent  free 
was  1,515.      Out  of  that  number,  235 


had  been  built  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Residences  Act  since  1875,  and  the 
remaining  1,280  had  been  provided  with- 
out aid  from  the  State.  lu  England  47 
percentof  the  teachers,  and  in  8i:otland  57 
per  cent,  were  provided  with  residences ; 
but  in  Ireland  only  about  1 5  per  cent 
were  so  provided,  and  in  many  cases 
their  residences  were  very  miserable. 
The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  had 
said  that,  with  regard  to  pensions,  the 
Irisli  teachers  were  better  off  than  their 
brethren  in  England  and  Scotland,  who 
had  no  such  provision  made  for  them. 
That  difference,  however,  arose  from 
the  merest  fortunate  accident.  When 
the  Church  in  Ireland  had  been  dises- 
tablished and  disendowed,  a  sum  of 
£1,300,000  was  set  apart,  the  interest 
of  which  was  to  furnish  three-fourths 
of  the  pensions,  while  the  teachers  them- 
selves contributed  one-fourth,  which  was 
withheld  from  their  salaries.  But  as  no 
male  teacher  was  entitled  to  a  pension 
until  ho  was  Go,  and  no  female  teacher 
until  slie  was  00,  it  might  be  concluded 
that  there  were  very  few  National 
teachers  in  Ireland  who  were  pensioners. 
The  Chief  Secretarj'  for  irelnnd  had  also 
stated  that,  while  in  England  the  chil- 
dren contributed  10».  per  head  of  the 
school  fees,  in  Ireland  they  contributed 
only  4i.  per  head.  That  was  a  very  cre- 
ditable contribution  from  the  Irish  chil- 
dren, considering  that  the  comparative 
wealth  of  the  two  countries  was  as  13 
or  14  to  1.  The  hon.  Gentleman  the 
present  economical  Financial  Secretai-y 
to  the  Treasuiy  was,  he  was  sorry  to 
say,  one  whoso  policy  was  not  such  as 
would  lead  them  to  believe  that  there 
was  much  likelihood  that  the  demands 
of  the  teachers  would  be  granted.  He 
quite  agreed  in  the  observations  of  the 
preceding  speakers  as  to  the  inadequate 
salaries  which  the  teachers  were  paid 
for  the  services  which  they  rendered  the 
country. 

Mb.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN  said,  he  con- 
sidered the  case  of  the  National  School 
teachers  embodied  a  distinct  breach  of 
faith  against  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment. The  Bill  they  had  introduced 
completely  broke  down,  the  ratepnj'ers 
having  declined  to  support  the  experi- 
ment which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  late  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Sir  Michael  Hicks  -  Beach)  promised 
would  adequately  deal  with  the  griev- 
ances, under  which  it  was  admitted  a 
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most  deserving  body  of  men  suffered. 
They  had  been  told  that,  within  some 
definite  number  of  years,  the  position 
of  these  men  had  been  very  consider- 
ably improved.  To  a  certain  degree, 
no  doubt,  it  had ;  but  only  from  the 
point  of  starvation  and  disgrace.  It 
had  been  improved,  but  had  not  as  yet 
reached  the  level  of  justice.  It  was  the 
old  story,  for,  like  aU  English  legislation, 
the  g^evances  were  not  redressed,  but 
were  dealt  with  in  the  usual  peddling, 
piecemeal  fashion,  which  satisfied  no- 
body. The  system  which  had  been 
adopted  by  the  Government  of  that 
country,  in  dealing  with  Irish  affairs, 
had  been  always  of  that  piecemeal  cha- 
reuster,  which  satisfied  nobody.  It  was  a 
little  patch  here  and  a  little  patch  there, 
wasting  the  time  of  Parliament  and 
breaking  the  hearts  of  the  unfortunate 
people  who  had  been  kept  all  this  time 
waiting  for  justice.  He  had  heard  their 
condition  contrasted  with  that  of  the 
Police,  both  with  regard  to  salaries  and 
pensions,  and  he  felt  compelled  to  say 
that  the  case  afforded  a  true  indication 
of  the  whole  system  of  British  rule  in 
Ireland.  The  positionmight  be  summed 
up  with  these  words — they  petted  the 
policemen  and  they  starved  the  teachers. 
The  Qovemment  had  had  their  reward 
for  all  this.  The  men  whom  they  had 
trained  to  bludgeon  their  fellow-coun- 
trymen had  been  rewarded ;  whilst  those 
who  were  intrusted  with  the  enlighten- 
ing, educating,  and  moral  training  of 
the  children,  had  been  despised  and 
neglected.  One  of  the  chief  features  of 
the  case  was  that  these  teachers  were 
not  paid  on  a  similar  scale  to  the  teachers 
in  England  and  Scotland.  Liberals 
thought  nothing  of  giving  £30,000  to 
an  Admiral  who  had  performed  the 
noble  feat  of  bombarding  an  almost 
defenceless  town ;  but  they  begrudged 
the  Irish  teachers  the  moderate  grants 
they  justly  claimed.  If  they  had  Home 
Rule  in  Ireland,  this  meritorious  class  of 
men  would  be  treated  in  a  very  different 
manner.  Why  should  the  Irish  teachers, 
who  produced  good  results,  be  under- 
paid at  least  50  per  cent  to  the  amount 
given  to  English  and  Scotch  teachers  ? 
It  was  of  no  use  to  say  that  some  of  the 
emolument  of  the  teachers  in  England 
and  Scotland  was  deriyed  from  sources 
other  than  the  Exchequer ;  they  were 
wealthy  countries.  It  was  a  matter  of 
proof  that  the  Irish  teachers  did  their 
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business  as  well  as  the  Englishmen  and 
the  Scotchmen,  and  it  was  also  a  fact 
that  the  cost  of  living  in  Ireland  was 
quite  as  high  as  in  England  and  Soot- 
land.  What  encouragement  was  it  to 
education  in  Ireland  to  use  the  teachers 
in  such  a  way  ?  He  protested  against 
the  system  of  delay,  deceit,  and  disap- 
pointment that  had  been  practised,  by 
those  who  sat  on  the  Treasury  Bend^ 
and  received  large  salaries,  towards  this 
poor  and  deserving  class  who  had 
worthily  performed  their  duties.  Many 
of  these  unhappy  men  and  women  had 
to  walk  miles  through  the  wet  and  the 
snow  to  reach  their  schoolhouses.  The 
whole  subject  was  a  disgrace  to  the  Go- 
vernment, who  were  boimd  in  honour  to 
do  something  at  once  to  alleviate  the 
condition  of  these  deserving  people. 

Me.  BIQGAE  said,  the  lower  «ii»- 
ployii  of  the  Post  Office  and  these  Na- 
tional School  teachers  were  the  worst 
treated  officials  in  Ireland,  and  their 
condition  contrasted  very  unfavourably 
with  the  emoluments  received  by  other 
officers.  The  Government  ought  to  in- 
troduce a  measure  upon  a  liberal  basis 
which  should  put  an  end  once  for  all  to 
that  discussion. 

Mr.  AETHUE  O'CONNOE  said,  he 
cordially  joined  with  his  hon.  Colleagues 
in  the  advocacy  of  the  claims  of  a  class 
of  men  whose  claims  had  been  recog- 
nized by  successive  Governments,  and 
whose  grievances  had  not  been  remedied 
by  any.  He  must  say  he  had  been  very 
much  disappointed  with  the  statement 
of  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  and 
the  Irish  teachers,  who  had  been  very 
moderate  in  their  demands,  would  also 
be  disappointed  with  the  tone  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  adopted.  He 
thought  the  anomalous  position  of  the 
assistant  teachers  was  well  worthy  the 
attention  of  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land. He  also  thought  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  figures  were  entirely  wrong, 
as  he  had  included  in  them  the  normal 
establishments,  the  Metropolitan  model 
schools,  and  the  training  establishments. 
As  it  was,  the  pay  of  the  Irish  teacher 
was  only  half  of  that  of  the  English 
teacher.  He  thanked  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  for  the  establishment  of  de- 
nominational Training  Colleges,  which 
had  done  much  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the 
vast  mass  of  the  Catholic  people  of  Ire- 
land, and  he  believed  valuable  results 
would  follow  the  taking  that  step.     He 
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complained  of  the  niggardly  ayetom 
under  which  the  Irish  Teachers'  Pension 
Fund  was  administered,  under  which 
the  fund  had  been  increased  some 
£59,000,  by  unexpended  interest,  while 
the  teachers  themselves  were  obliged  to 
contribute  largely  to  the  fund  out  of  their 
scanty  incomes.  Another  point  was, 
that  was  a  great  grievance  on  the  school 
teachers  that  they  had  to  provide  the 
school  materials  for  their  pupils  out  of 
their  own  funds,  and  wait  to  bo  recouped 
for  their  outlay  by  the  desultorj'  pay- 
ment for  them  by  the  parents.  They 
applied  to  have  the  u.sual  trade  allowance 
of  10  per  cent  made  to  tiiem,  to  cover 
any  loss  they  might  sustain ;  but  their 
application  was  passed  by  with  contempt. 
There  were  several  other  mutters  which 
rankled  in  the  minds  of  the  teachers, 
showing  them  they  had  nothing  to  ex- 
pect from  this  Administration,  and  it 
was  impossible  that  their  feelings  to- 
wards the  Government  which  treated 
them  in  such  an  illiberal  manner  should 
not  be  rofleutod  in  the  teaching  of  their 
pupils.  That  was  perhaps  the  best 
feature  In  the  whole  matter,  as  it  was 
an  earnest  of  the  no.xt  generation  being 
imbued  with  a  strong  national  feeling. 

Mr.  EUGENE  COLLINS  said,  he 
thought  that  it  had  been  admitted  on 
all  sides  that  the  condition  of  the  Na- 
tional School  teachers  in  Ireland  was  an 
unsatisfactory  one  as  regarded  their  re- 
muneration, their  residences,  and  their 
pensions,  and  that  they  should  not  be 
allowed  to  remain  so  any  longer  than 
was  possible.  He  dissented,  however, 
from  the  mode  in  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land had  brought  forward  his  own  views 
before  the  Housie.  The  riglit  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  argued  the  subject  ably  and 
moderately,  but  from  a  point  of  view 
that  did  not  apply  to  the  condition  of 
Ireland.  In  his  (Mr.  Collins's)  view, 
there  should  be  such  a  reform  of  the 
Educational  Department  in  that  country 
instituted  as  would  make  it  a  representa- 
tive Body,  and  bring  it  into  unison  with 
the  views  of  the  people.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  quoted  statistics  showing 
how  much  pupils  paid  in  this  country  aa 
compared  with  Ireland,  while  the  real 
business  before  them  was  to  see  how  far 
it  was  possible  to  improve  the  condition 
of  the  teachers.  In  his  opinion,  a  com- 
pulsory rate  for  the  payment  of  the 
teachers  was  a  necessity.     On  the  valua- 
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tion  of  Ireland  a  rate  of  Id.  in  the 
pound  would  produce  £70,000,  which 
would  increase  the  salaries  of  the  teachers 
by  about  £7  per  head.  But  a  compul- 
sory rate  could  not  be  levied  in  Ireland 
so  as  to  give  satir^faftion,  unless  a  board 
were  constituted  that  would  represent 
the  views  of  the  people.  If,  in  addi- 
tion, the  Government  could  be  induced 
to  supplement  that  £70,000  by  an  equi- 
valent sum,  the  pay  of  each  teacher 
would  be  increased  by  £14.  Whether 
the  rate  he  proposed  should  be  a  na- 
tional, a  county,  or  a  Union  rate,  waa  a 
matter  which  could  be  discussed  after- 
wards. He  would  advise  the  Govern- 
ment to  agree  to  the  general  proposition 
of  the  Motion,  but  without  committing 
themselves  to  immediate  action. 

Ma.  PARNELL  auid,  he  was  afraid 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  when  he  came  to 
consid>'>r  this  question  after  he  came 
into  Office,  adopted  an  attitude  which 
he  must  now  see  upon  reflection  would 
result  in  leaving  the  question  unsettled, 
and  the  admittedly  just  claims  of  the 
poor  people  unadjusted  for  a  number  of 
years  to  como.  It  must  be  very  evident 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  upon  the 
whole  course  and  tone  of  this  debate, 
that  it  was  hopeless  to  expect  that  the 
suggestion  which  he  had  made  for  the 
settlement  of  this  question — namely,  that 
the  Irish  Members  should  agree  to  a 
compulsory  rate  in  aid  of  the  salaries  of 
the  National  School  teachers  being  levied 
upon  the  Irish  Unions — that  it  waa  quite 
hopeless  to  expect  that  such  a  propo- 
sition as  that  would  ever  be  acceded  to. 
Unless,  therefore,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  likely  to  find  himself  in  a 
position  to  force  a  Bill,  providing  this 
settlement  of  the  question,  through  the 
House  in  the  teeth  of  the  opposition  he 
would  meet  from  the  Irish  Benches, 
there  were  only  two  other  courses  open 
to  him — either  the  just  and  universally 
admitted  claims  of  the  National  School 
teachers  with  regard  to  increased  sala- 
ries, improved  residence.i,  and  a  better 
system  of  pensions  would  have  to  re- 
main unsettled,  or  else  some  rate  in  aid 
would  have  to  be  provided  out  of  the 
Imperial  Treasury.  So  long  as  they 
alluwed  them  no  local  representative  in- 
stitutions in  Ireland  it  was  perfectly 
impossible  for  the  Irish  Members  to 
agree  that  compulsory  rates  should  be 
levied   upon    the    Irish    ratepayers   to 
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snpply  the  admitted  deficiencies  in  the 
Balaries  of  these  teachers.  On  the  other 
hand,  he  could  very  well  imagine  that 
if  a  system  of  local  government  were 
adopted  in  the  Irish  counties,  some  plan 
or  arrangement  might  be  devised  by 
which  this  difficulty  with  regard  to  local 
contributions  might  be  got  over ;  but  in 
the  present  aspect  of  a£Pairs,  with  the 
Board  of  Guardians  as  the  only  Body 
in  the  slightest  degree  approaching  a 
representative  capacity  in  the  Irish 
counties  and  cities,  it  was  impossible 
for  them  to  consent  to  the  proposition 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  What  he 
wanted  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  this — whether,  in  the  meanwhile, 
until  these  local  representative  institu- 
tions were  introduced  in  Ireland,  which 
they  were  so  long  expecting,  and  which 
they  might  hope  to  obtain  in  the  ordi- 
nary course  of  things  after  a  few  years 
— what  he  wanted  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was,  whether  they  were  really 
to  take  it  as  finally  and  definitely  stated 
that  nothing  was  to  be  done  for  these 
unfortunate  men  in  Ireland  ?  Mean- 
while, a  large  body  of  teachers  whose 
claims  were  admittedly  just  were  neg- 
lected, and  their  salaries  were,  upon  an 
average,  much  lower  than  either  the 
English  or  Scotch  teachers.  They  were 
now  living  on  an  average  salary  of  only 
£57  a-year ;  and  he  would  further  ask 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  con- 
sidered that  it  was  right  that  a  large 
proportion  of  the  National  School  teachers 
in  Ireland  should  continue  to  exist  on  a 
salary  of  less  than  30«.  a-week?  The 
increasing  paucity  of  candidates  for 
teacherships  showed  how  serious  the 
matter  was  becoming.  Had  this  been  a 
question  of  increasing  the  pay  of  the 
Constabulary,  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  would  have  found  no  difficulty 
in  applying  for  an  extra  grant  from  the 
Imperial  Exchequer ;  but  he  refused  to 
do  so  in  this  case,  although  there  could 
be  no  question  that  a  greater  back  debt 
existed  in  respect  of  education  than  with 
regard  to  any  other  matter.  There  was 
nothing  in  the  past  dealings  of  the  Eng- 
lish Government  with  Ireland  which  did 
them  more  discredit.  They  had  deli- 
berately in  past  times,  by  penal  laws 
and  coercive  legislation,  prevented  the 
Irish  youth  from  obtaining  the  advan- 
tages of  legislation,  and  that  should  be 
taken  into  account  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  who  had  inheritsd,  to  some 
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extent,  the  odium  whieh  attached  in 
this  matter  to  the  English  Government 
and  the  people  of  ]£igland.  He  be- 
lieved it  was  quite  impossible  for  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  maintain  the 
position  which  he  had  taken  up  that 
evening,  and  that  before  many  months, 
in  consequence  of  that  debate  and  others 
that  would  follow,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  be  obliged  to  make  some 
other  proposition  than  that  made  that 
evening. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided: — Ayes  63;  Noes 
61 :  Majority  2.— (Div.  List,  No.  202.) 

Main  Question,  "  That  Mr.  Speaker 
do  now  leave  the  Ohair,"  again  pro- 
posed. 

PAELIAMENT— PTTBIJO  BILLS— 
UNPRINTED   BILLS— 
OBBEaVATIONB. 

Mb.  WARTON,  on  rising  to  caU 
attention  to  the  possibility  of  Bills 
being  read  a  second  time  in  this  House 
before  they  were  printed,  said,  that  he 
was  precluded,  by  the  Bules  of  the 
House,  from  moving  the  Besolution 
which  he  had  placed  upon  the  Paper, 
and  which  was  to  the  effect — 

"  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  no 
Bill  should  he  read  a  second  time  nnless  it  has 
hcen  printed,  excepting  a  Bill  brought  in  by  a 
llinister  of  the  Ciown,  and  then  only  if  and 
after  such  Minister  shall  have  stated  in  this 
House  that  such  Bill  relates  to  a  matter  of 
urgent  public  importance." 

In  justification  of  the  action  he  had 
taken  he  would  refer  to  the  case  of  a 
Bill  which  was  introduced  this  Session 
by  an  hon.  Member  below  the  Gang- 
way, and  which  was  actually  read  a 
second  time  before  it  was  drafted,  and 
he  observed  that  other  instances  of  a 
similar  kind  had  fallen  under  his  notice. 
The  present  Speaker,  and  also  his  Pre- 
decessor in  the  Chair,  had  ruled  that 
there  was  nothing  to  prevent  such  a 
proceeding.  He  would  not  occupy  the 
time  of  the  House  any  longer,  as  he 
hoped  the  Government  would  do  what 
they  could  to  prevent  the  repetition  of 
what  he  considered  a  scandal  by  giving 
efPect  to  the  terms  of  his  Resolution. 

Mb.  DODSON  said,  he  must  com- 
mence by  thanking  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  opposite  (Mr.  Warton)  for  the 
courteous   manner   in   which   he   had 
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brought  this  matter  forward.  He  had 
brought  forward  a  case  of  more  forue 
than  anticipated,  for  he  (Mr.  Dodson) 
had  only  been  aware  of  one  Bill  ha\-ing 
been  read  a  second  time  without  being 
printed.  The  hen.  and  learned  Membi-r 
Lad,  however,  drawn  attention  to  other 
cases ;  and,  of  course,  they  were  all 
riolations  of  the  unwritten,  and  of 
what  was  generally  supposed  to  be  the 
invariable  practice  of  the  House.  A 
proceeding  of  that  kind  amounted,  in 
fact,  to  a  breach  of  the  received  custom 
of  the  House,  although  there  was  no 
express  Rule  prohibiting  it.  All  Bills 
were  printed ;  but  tliere  were  some 
J  — Ways  and  Means  Bills,  for  instance 
— wliich  were  not  circulated  for  ob- 
Tioua  reasons.  It  was  quite  possible, 
under  circumstances  of  pressure — al- 
though he  did  not  know  of  a  case — 
that  a  Ways  and  Means  Bill  might 
have  been  read  a  second  time  before  it 
was  printed.  A  case  of  tliat  kind,  how- 
ever, would  come  under  the  exception 
for  which  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
had  provided  in  bis  Resolution,  for  the 
reason  that  such  a  measure  must  neces- 
sarily be  in  the  charge  of  a  Minister  of 
the  Crown.  The  proposition  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  would  require  care- 
ful consideration  before  it  could  bo 
adopted,  because  it  would  really  tend  to 
relax  the  practice  of  the  House  rather 
than  to  maintain  it.  If  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  made  out  any  objection 
to  the  existing  practice  in  the  case  of 
the  Ways  and  Means  Bills,  no  doubt  his 
hon.  Friends  at  the  Treasury  would  be 
glad  to  consider  the  matter.  With 
this  assurance  he  trusted  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  would  be  satisfied. 

CoLoiTEL  KING-HARMAN  said,  that, 
in  his  ohort  experience  of  the  House,  he 
had  known  three  cases  in  which  Bills  had 
been  read  a  second  time  without  having 
been  printed.  He  could  give  the  names 
of  these  Bills,  but  he  preferred  not  to. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

SUPPLY— CIVIL  SERVICE  ESTOIATES. 
StiPPLT — considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee. ) 
Class  III. — Law  awd  Jcstice. 
(1.)  £66,8.37,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
County  Court  Officers,  &c.,  Ireland. 

Mr.  HE.ALY  said,  that  on  this  Vote 
the  Trime  Minister  would  be    able  to 


answer  a  question  which  ho  (Mr.  Healy) 
had  put  concerning  the  possible  future 
emplo_>TTient  of  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd. 

Mii.'GLADSTONEsaid,  he  had  written 
to  Lord  Spencer  on  the  subject,  hut  had 
not  yet  received  a  reply ;  and,  conse- 
quently, was  not  yet  able  to  deal  with 
the  matter.  It  was  understood,  he 
thought,  that  the  Question  was  to  be 
answored  on  Monday. 

Vote  agreed  in. 

(2.)  £99,980,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Prisons,  Ireland. 

Mr.  HE.^LY  said,  that  on  this  Vote 
a  pledge  had  been  given  by  the  Chief 
Seuretuiy  for  Ireland  last  year  which 
did  not  appear  to  have  been  carried  out. 
The  Government,  during  the  Phoenix 
Pnrk  trials,  made  some  rules  as  to  prison 
discipline  which  were  much  more  strict 
than  those  obtaining  in  England ;  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  promised 
that  the  rules,  particulai-ly  those  regulat- 
ing visits  to  prisoners,  should  be  consi- 
dered with  a  view  to  their  revi.sion.  The 
matter  seemed  to  bo  left  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  Ouvornors  of  the  gaols. 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  said,  he  regretted 
he  could  not  say  whetlier  the  Report  of 
the  Prisons  Commission,  which  had  just 
been  uuaaimuiisly  agreed  to,  referred  to 
this  subject  or  not. 

Mk.  healy  said,  tliat  what  liad  oc- 
curred was  this.  In  the  month  of  May, 
iu  the  period  to  which  he  had  rtferred, 
the  Government  made  Rules,  and  laid 
them  on  the  Table  of  the  House,  30 
days  being  required  to  elapse  after  that 
before  they  came  into  force.  Previously, 
every  prisoner  had  boon  entitled  to  re- 
ceive certain  periodical  visits  ;  but  under 
those  Rules  such  visits  were  only  to  take 
place  at  the  discretion  of  the  Governor 
of  the  gaol. 

Mr.  TREVELTAN  said,  that  unlesa 
something  had  been  done  by  Iho  Prisou 
Commissioners  during  the  present  Ses- 
sion, he  could  not  say  that  any  step  had 
been  taken  iu  the  matter.  It  certainly 
appeared  to  him  unsatisfactory  that  the 
question  should  bo  left  to  the  Governors 
of  gaols.  It  ought  to  be  in  the  hands 
of  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 

Mr.  HEiVLY  said,  he  regarded  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  statement  as 
very  satisfactory.  When  he  was  in 
prison,  he  had  found  the  Governor  of 
tiie  gaol  a  very  excellent  and  obliging 
peraou;  but  be  did  cot  think  that,  gaue- 
2  Z  a 
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rally  speaking,  it  was  safe  to  entrast 
these  powers  to  such,  officials,  and  some 
alteration  ought  to  be  made  in  the 
Bnles. 

Mr.  DEASY  said,  he  wished  to  know 
whether  it  was  intended  to  accede  to  the 
request  of  the  Corporation  of  the  City 
of  Cork  to  permit  them  to  appoint  one 
or  two  justices  to  visit  the  male  prison 
of  that  city,  in  order  to  hear  any  com- 
plaints the  prisoners  might  have  to  make 
as  to  their  treatment?  The  request 
was  a  very  reasonable  one,  and  should 
be  granted,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
serious  complaints  had  been  made  re- 
garding the  prison,  and  unpleasant  facts 
had  been  revealed  in  connection  with  it. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walker)  said,  he  was 
sensible  of  the  evil  the  hon.  Oentleman 
referred  to,  and  it  had  occupied,  and 
wat  still  occupying,  the  attention  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government.  At  present  the 
law  did  not  permit  the  visitation  the 
hon.  Member  desired  to  see  instituted — 
it  could  not  be  done  under  the  24th 
section  of  the  Prisons  Act — but,  in  a 
Bill  recently  brought  in,  power  was 
given  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  alter 
the  rule  regarding  the  visiting  justices 
of  prisons. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(3.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 


"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £51,941,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  81st  day  of  March  1886,  for  the  Ex- 
penses of  Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools 
in  Ireland." 

Mr.  MOOEE  said,  he  was  sorry  to  be 
obliged  to  stand  for  a  few  moments  be- 
tween the  Committee  and  this  Vote; 
but  he  felt  bound  to  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  there  had  been  of  late  a 
gfood  deal  of  unpleasant  feeling  existing 
in  regard  to  the  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  connection  with  industrial 
schools  in  Ireland.  There  could  be  no 
doubt  that  within  the  past  12  months, 
at  least,  the  Government  had  obstructed 
the  development  of  Irish  industrial 
schools  in  every  way  in  their  power.  A 
comparison  between  the  English  and 
Irish  industrial  schools  would  show 
that  the  latter  were  not  at  all  liberally 
treated.  Ever  since  the  beginning  of 
this  year — indeed,  even  further  back 
than  that— every  attempt  to  extend  the 
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industrial  school  system  in  Ireland  had 
been  met  by  a  determined  and  resolute 
resistance  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  Almost  every  appbcation 
made  to  the  Government  by  those  in- 
terested in  the  matter,  however  reason- 
able,  was  met  in  a  most  arbitrary  spirit, 
and  one  of  the  most  arbitrary  refusals 
had  been  that  in  the  Ballinaisloe  case. 
The  managers  of  the  school  there  had 
been  most  anxious  to  have  it  turned  into 
an  Industrial  Institution,  and  had  made 
application  to  the  Gt>vernment  with  that 
object;  but — certainly  up  to  three  or 
four  weeks  ag^ — no  answer  had  been 
received.  No  more  proper  application 
could  be  made  than  was  made  in  this 
Ballinasloe  case,  and  that  the  matter  was 
deserving  of  attention  was  evident  from 
the  fact  that  there  was  not  a  single  in- 
dustrial school  in  the  Province  of  Con- 
naught.  At  Letterfrack,  a  large  sum  of 
money  had  been  subscribed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  forming  an  industrial  school, 
and  yet  nothing  had  been  done,  although 
he  could  not  say  that  the  Government 
had  absolutely  refused  the  application 
in  this  caf>e.  The  case  of  Tipperary, 
also,  had  been  neglected.  In  that  case, 
a  large  sum  of  money  had  been  sub- 
scribed for  the  extension  of  the  existing 
building,  so  as  to  provide  for  the  acoom- 
modatiun  of  a  Isirger  number  of  chil- 
dren, and  the  Government  had  only- 
sanctioned  the  maintenance  of  64  chil- 
dren, whereas  the  building  was  capable 
of  maintaining  double  that  number.  In 
such  cases  as  these,  he  thought  the  Go- 
vernment should  only  be  too  ready  to 
recognize  and  encourage  local  efifort.  A 
great  and  important  work,  substantial 
in  its  effects,  was  being  carried  on  by 
these  schools,  and  he  hoped  the  Govern- 
ment would  do  all  they  possibly  could 
to  support  them. 

Colonel  COLT  HURST  said,  he 
wished  to  be  quite  fair  on  the  subject, 
and  to  admit  that  the  limitation  was  not 
imposed  without  some  reason,  because 
there  could  be  no  doubt  that  there  was 
a  much  larger  percentage  of  children  in 
proportion  to  the  industrial  school  ac- 
commodation in  Ireland  than  there  was 
in  England.  That  fact  was  to  be  ac- 
counted for  in  this  way.  In  Ireland  they 
were  not,  as  in  England,  any  Poor  Law 
schools  where  children  were  brought 
up  and  educated.  In  Scotland,  where 
the  people  had  always  made  good  nse 
of  their  opportunities,  they  did  not  want 
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Poor  Law  schools — they  had  all  their 
poorer  children  in  industrial  schoola. 
But  this  limitation  was  especially  hard 
in  the  case  of  Ireland,  because  it  was 
not  placed  upon  the  schools  according 
to  their  merits ;  it  was,  he  believed, 
fixed  on  a  certain  day,  in  1879,  when 
the  number  of  children  in  every  school 
was  taken  without  any  reference  what- 
ever to  the  size  of  the  school,  the 
amount  of  school  accommodation,  or  the 
place  where  the  school  was  situate.  The 
consequence  was  that  this  anomaly  was 
created — that  in  some  places  thoy  wore 
over-supplied  with  schools  for  girls ; 
which  in  other  places  were  absolutely 
deficient,  just  as  his  hon.  Friond  had 
pointed  out  with  regpard  to  board 
schools.  That  matter  had  been  brought 
very  forcibly  before  the  Commission  on 
which  he  sat  as  a  Member.  That  Com- 
mission, of  which  he  was  a  Member, 
made  recommendations  which  they  be- 
lieved would  meet  the  case,  at  the  same 
time  insuring  due  caution  in  the  ad- 
ministration in  order  to  prevent  the  ad- 
mission of  children  to  the  schools  who 
ought  not  to  be  admitted.  They  also 
recommended  that  there  should  be  no 
limitation  beyond  the  size  and  accom- 
modation of  the  school  subject  to  the 
control  of  a  Secretary  of  8tate.  His  hon. 
Friend  (Mr.  Moore)  would,  however, 
find  that  question  treated  in  detail  in  the 
Eeport  of  the  Commission.  There  was 
another  hindrance  to  the  working  of  the 
system  in  Ireland — namely  the  uncer- 
tainty of  contributions.  In  England, 
contributions  were  voluntary  as  in  Ire- 
land. In  England,  he  did  not  suppose 
there  was  a  Town  Council  which  did  not 
contribute  a  fair  sum  towards  industrial 
schools ;  but  in  Ireland  it  was  entirely 
different.  As  the  Committee  would  be 
aware,  it  was  the  Grand  Juries  and  Cor- 
porations which  contributed  in  Ireland, 
and  these  only  to  the  extent  of  a  ]«.  or 
1».  6rf.  a- week,  per  head,  of  the  children  ; 
while  the  Grand  Juries  of  the  South 
Riding  of  Tipperary  and  of  Queen's 
County  refused  to  give  a  single  6rf.  to- 
wards the  expense  of  industrial  schools. 
The  managers,  as  his  hon.  Friend  had 
pointed  out,  had  not,  in  consequence, 
suffit'ieat  income  to  carry  on  the  work. 
Thus  the  only  fichool  in  his  county  was 
that  iu  the  City  of  Cork,  in  which  he 
was  personally  interested,  which  the 
Committee  would  perceive  was  a  totally 
iuade^uata  provi&ioa  for  a  population 


of  500,000  Catholics.  He  believed  that 
all  Catholic  opposition  would  disappear, 
if  only  the  limitation  complained  of  were 
taken  away,  and  the  other  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Commission  were  carried 
out.  Further,  he  thought,  although 
some  persons  had  a  gr(>at  objection  to 
compulsory  contribution,  that  the  con- 
tributions should  be  made  constant, 
without  which  he  believed  that  the  re- 
quirements of  the  industrial  system  could 
not  be  carried  out  in  Ireland.  Finally, 
he  hoped  his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  would  take  the  re- 
commendations of  the  Commission  into 
his  careful  considoration,  and,  if  legisla- 
tion was  to  follow,  as  he  understood  it 
would  in  the  case  of  Eogland,  that  it 
would  follow  speedily. 

Mr.  MARUM  said  he  should  like  to 
supplement  the  statement  of  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  who  had  just  spoken 
(Colonel  Colthurat),  whose  statement  with 
regard  to  the  Grand  Juries  was  perfectly 
true.  He  himself  had  committed  two  chil- 
dren to  an  industrial  school,  objecting  to 
sending  them  to  a  reformatory,  where  they 
would  be  treated  as  prisoners  and  con- 
victs. The  managers  declined  to  receive 
the  children.  He  employed  counsel,  and 
the  matter  was  contested  ;  but  such  was 
thelawthattheGrand  Jury  of  the  Queen's 
County  refused  to  give  any  capitation 
grant  for  the  juveniles  committed  to  an 
industrial  school.  The  Grand  Jury  of 
that  county  consisted  of  22  Protestant 
and  one  Catholic  gentlemen.  Now  the 
result  of  this  was  that  when  the  children 
were  released  they  were  unable  to  get 
any  employment,  and  were  consequently 
thrown  upon  sooiety ;  those  who  were 
interested  in  them  could  not  get  them 
admission  into  any  situation.  'The  mere 
stateraentof  thiscase  oughttobesufficient 
to  teach  the  Government  that  a  reform 
of  the  existing  system  was  urgently  re- 
quired. The  natural  solution  of  the 
question  was,  in  his  opinion,  that  power 
should  be  given  to  magistrates  to  compel 
the  managers  to  admit  juveniles  com- 
mitted to  industrial  schools,  and  that  the 
Grand  Juries  should  be  compelled  to  pay 
for  them. 

Mb.  TREVELYAN  said  that  any 
change  that  the  administration  might 
require— that  would  restore  the  indus- 
trial schools  In  Ireland  to  their  proper 
use  of  receiving  children  committed  by 
the  magistrates — must  meet  with  the 
hearty  conourreace  of   Her   Majesty's 
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Gbrenunent.  He  did  not  think  the  hoa. 
Member  for  Olonmel  (Mr.  Moore)  had 
brought  forward  any  argument  to  show 
that  there  was  any  great  laxity  of  ad- 
ministration ;  but,  at  all  events,  there 
was  a  very  different  idea  in  the  minds  of 
those  oonneoted  with  industrial  schools 
in  Ireland  from  that  with  regard  to  the 
schools  in  England.  In  Ireland,  every 
child  sent  to  an  industrial  school  was 
paid  for  by  the  Glovernment  at  the  rate 
of  5«.  a- week;  whereas  in  England  a 
majority  of  children  were  paid  for  at 
rates  varying  between  2«.  6rf.  and  3«.  6rf. 
a-week,  6».  a-week  being  paid  for  boys 
sent  to  training  ships.  The  fact  of  the 
matter  was  that  the  ideas  which  prevailed 
in  Ireland  with  regard  to  industrial 
schools  were  so  very  different  from  those 
in  England  that  it  was  necessary  to  have 
some  limit,  and  the  question  was  as  to 
what  that  limit  should  be.  Ought  it  to 
be  an  arbitrary  limit  of  number,  such 
as  had  been  laid  down ;  or  a  limit  on 
the  freedom  of  committal  by  the  magis- 
trates ?  He  very  much  preferred  the 
latter,  if  it  could  be  carried  out ;  and  if 
there  was  legislation  on  this  subject  next 
year,  as  he  hoped  there  would  be,  he 
would  certainly  help  his  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  (Colonel  Colthurst)  in  trying  to  get 
Ireland  included,  and  in  trying  also  to 
get  the  recommendation  in  Section  24  of 
the  Heport  of  the  Commission,  of  which 
his  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  was  a  Mem- 
ber, applied  to  that  country.  He  thought 
the  schools  in  question  should  be,  as  far 
as  possible,  kept  to  their  proper  and 
legitimate  object — namely,  tnat  of  pro- 
viding the  children  for  whom  they  were 
intended  with  some  place  in  which  they 
could  be  properly  brought  up.  He 
spoke  of  orphans,  destitute  children,  and 
beggars,  wandering  about  without  a 
home,  and  likely  to  follow  the  footsteps 
of  the  habitual  criminal.  If  it  were 
possible  to  confine  the  committals  of 
children  to  these  schools  to  that  class,  he 
should  certainly  be  glad  to  make  the 
limit  one  of  limitation  of  committals  and 
not  of  number.  If  children  committed 
could  be  confined  to  the  classes  specified 
in  the  Acts,  there  would  be  less  reason 
for  restriction;  but  other  classes  were 
sent  into  the  schools,  and,  without  giving 
the  name  either  of  the  school  or  the 
manager,  he  might  mention  to  the  Com- 
mittee that  a  case  had  been  brought 
before  his  notice  in  which  a  manager 
wanted  to  change  a  school  which  pro- 
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vided  for  children  of  one  sex  into  • 
school  for  the  other  sex.  He  wrote  to 
the  manager,  and  he  replied  that  he 
found  the  children  were  improper  objects, 
and  he  had  sent  them  all  home  to  their 
parents.  Hon.  Members  would,  he 
thought,  allow  that  the  case  had  given 
him  a  considerable  amount  of  work.  He 
should  be  glad  if  this  vexed  question 
could  be  settled  by  legislation  in  the 
course  of  next  year. 

Mb.  WABTON  asked  for  an  explana- 
tion of  the  decrease  with  regard  to  the 
estimated  extra  receipts  from  parents  of 
children  sent  to  reformatory  and  indus- 
trial schools ;  the  amount  received  last 
year  being  £1,350,  and  this  year  only 
£1,150.  He  thought  the  comparatively 
speaking  large  difference  of  £200  ought 
to  be  explained. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  said,  be- 
fore the  right  hon.  Gentleman  answered 
the  question  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Bridport  (Mr.  Warton),  he 
(Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor)  should  like  to 
urge  on  the  attention  of  the  Qovem- 
ment  a  point  which  had  been  impressed 
upon  it  by  the  Inspector  of  Reformatory 
Schools  for  some  years  past  in  his  annual 
Report.  It  was  a  matter  of  the  greatest 
consequence  to  the  unfortunate  children 
that  they  should  receive  some  protection 
when  they  left  the  schools.  The  period  of 
their  discharge  was,  of  course,  most  im- 
portant in  view  of  their  future  welfare. 
When  they  were  discharged  from  the 
reformatory,  they  were  particularly  liable 
to  all  sorts  of  temptations  and  dangers, 
and  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  crimi- 
nal class.  He  complained  that  the 
money  which  was  given  in  England 
towards  meeting  the  cost  incurred  in 
connection  with  children  after  their 
liberation  was  not  also  given  in  the  case 
of  Ireland.  It  was  not  necessary  to 
emphasize  the  importance  of  this  point, 
because  it  was  perfectly  clear  that  an 
allowance  of  this  kind  would  enable 
boys  to  escape  from  those  dangers  at 
the  outset  of  their  industrial  career 
which  certainly  brought  down  a  great 
number  of  them  to  the  ranks  of  crime. 
There  was  no  reason  why  Irish  reforma- 
tories and  industrial  schools  should  be 
treated  differently  from  similar  insti- 
tutions in  England.  Now,  that  the 
question  had  been  raised  in  the  House, 
perhaps  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  woold 
give  it  the  attention  it  deserved. 
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Mr.  COURTNEY  eaid,  the  point 
raised  was  one  of  great  importance;  but 
it  was  one  which  must  be  considered 
with  the  whole  question  of  reformatory 
and  industrial  schools  by  the  Koyal 
OommissioD.  As  to  extra  receipts,  he 
had  only  to  say  that,  unfortunately,  ex- 
perience had  shown  them  that  the  esti- 
mate of  extra  receipts  made  last  year 
was  too  liberal.  The  present  estimate 
corresponded  more  exactly  with  what 
might  be  expected  to  be  realized  now. 
He  could  not  help  thinking  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Clonmel  (Mr.  Moore)  was 
under  a  misapprehension  with  regai*d  to 
the  scale  of  payment  of  Inspectors  in 
England  and  Ireland.  Sir  John  Len- 
taigno  received  n  salary  of  £-100. 

Mr.  HASTINGS  said,  that,  as  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  Eoyal  Commission  on  Re- 
formatory and  Industrial  Schools,  ho 
should  be  sorry  to  let  it  be  supposed 
that  the  feeling  with  regard  to  the  want 
of  subsidization  for  Irish  industrial 
schools  was  confined  to  Irish  Members. 
English  Members  felt  the  want  quite  as 
strongly  as  Irish  Members ;  and  he 
hoped  that,  at  no  distant  time,  the  Irish 
Government  would  find  it  in  their  power 
to  make  some  greater  provision  for  the 
Irish  snhtxtls.  The  Commission  were 
very  much  struck  with  what  many  of  the 
schools  were  doing,  and  they  would  be 
very  glad  if  the  schools  were  extended. 
While  he  thought  there  was  room 
for  improvement  in  English  industrial 
schools,  much  more  was  needed  to  be 
done  in  the  industrial  schools  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  MOORE  said,  he  hoped  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  Courtney)  would  allow  him  to  cor- 
rect him.  Sir  John  Leutaigne's  salary 
as  Inspector  of  Schools  was  only  £300 
a-year;  the  additional  £100  a-year  was 
granted  him  by  the  Duke  of  Marlborough 
on  his  retirement  from  the  Prison  Board, 
and  was  strictly  personal  to  himself.  He 
(Mr.  Moore)  was  sorry  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
laud  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  alluded  again  to 
the  comparison  between  England  and 
Ireland.  It  was  very  easy  to  go  into 
comparisons.  Perhaps  Ireland  had  been 
generously  treated  in  respect  to  her  in- 
dustrial Schools,  and  it  was  perhaps  true 
that  the  Irish  indui'trial  schools  were 
muck  ahead  of  similar  institutions  in 
England.  But  if  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  made  a  little  comparison  of 
the  expenditure  in  other  Departments  be 
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would  not  have  found  the  advantage  on 
the  side  of  Ireland.  In  the  matter  of  the 
training  of  teachers,  for  instance,  Ireland 
did  not  receive  her  fair  proportion  of 
grant  from  the  State.  He  did  not  under 
stand  the  policy  of  the  Irish  Government 
in  respect  of  industrial  schools,  which 
had  been  a  source  of  great  benefit  to  the 
poorer  classes.  He  moved  to  reduce  tho 
Vote  by  £1. 

The  chairman  :  Is  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber  serious  ? 

Mr.  MOORE:  If  it  would  bo  mora 
convenient,  I  will  move  to  reduce  the 
Vote  by  £100. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put, 
"  Thnt  a  sum,  not  oxccodiog;  £dl,S44,  ba 
granted  to  Her  Miijegty,  to  complete  tho  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Churgo  which  will  coma 
in  course  of  payment  during  tho  yeiir  ending  on 
tho  3l5t  diiy  of  ilarch  18S5,  for  the  Expcnsoa  of 
Ileforinutorieg  »iid  IndustriiU  Schools  in  Ire- 
laDd."-(.l/»-.  Moore.) 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  20; 
Noes  66:  Majority  46.— (Div.  List, 
No.  20;J.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  tho  hour 
(12.4.^)  was  still  e.irly ;  and,  therefore, 
he  proposed  to  take  a  few  of  the  non- 
conti-nlioiis  V^tes.  They  had  to  meet 
again  at  12  o'elofk,  and,  inconsequence, 
he  Wiiuld  not  take  anything  that  would 
occupy  much  time.  He  proposed,  in  tho 
first  place,  to  take  the  Votes  for  the 
National  Gallery,  and  a  few  other  Votes 
in  Class  IV. 

Class  IV. — Education,    Science, 
AND  Art. 

(4.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £13,143,  b« 
grunted  to  tier  M.ijcsty,  to  complete  the  sum 
nc'ccssury  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  rear  ending 
on  the  3Iat  day  of  March  188j,  for  the  Balariea 
and  Kxponses  of  the  National  Gallery." 

Sib  ROBERT  PEEL  said,  he  wished 
to  ask  the  First  Commissioner  of  Works 
(Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre)  if  he  could  give  tho 
Committee  any  explanation  with  regard 
to  an  erection  that  had  been  put  up  out- 
side the  National  Gallery?  To  what 
purpose  was  tho  building  to  be  devoted; 
if  tho  cost  of  tho  building  was  intended 
to  bo  defrayed  by  Parliament  j  and  for 
what  leugth  of  time  that  most  unsightly 
erection  was  to  remain  to  disfigure  what 
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was  very  properly  considered  the  finest 
Bite  in  Europe  ? 

Mh.  SHAW  LEFEVRE,  in  reply. 
Baid,  the  building  had  been  placed  there 
by  the  desire  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
National  Gallery,  in  order  that  photo- 
graphs might  be  taken  of  certain  pic- 
tures in  the  Gallery.  It  had  been  found 
that  the  light  in  the'Gallery  itself  was 
not  BuiSciently  good  to  admit  of  proper 
photographs  being  taken.  The  building 
would  be  removed  nt  the  end  of  two 
months.  He  did  not  think  the  public- 
would  raise  any  serious  objection  to  the 
building  under  the  circumstances. 

Sm  EGBERT  PEEL :  What  will  be 
the  expense  ? 

Mh.  SHAW  LEFEVRE:  I  believe 
the  whole  thing  is  a  private  enterprize. 

Mn.  WARTON  said,  he  protested 
against  the  manner  in  which  the  Esti- 
mates were  now  being  taken.  He  was 
sure  that  the  hon.  Member  for  Middle- 
Bex  (Mr.  Coope),  who  entertained  a 
strong  feeling  with  regard  to  the  open- 
ing of  the  National  Gallery  in  the  even- 
ing, would  have  been  present  had  he 
had  the  slightest  idea  that  the  Vote 
would  be  taken  that  nigLt.  He  (Mr. 
Warton)  was  of  opinion  that  there 
ahould  always  be  a  clear  understanding 
what  Votes  would  be  taken  at  a  particu- 
lar Sitting,  in  which  case  time  would 
not  be  wasted  in  considering  which  Votes 
should  be  taken,  and  which  should  not. 
Upon  this  particular  Vote  ho  bud  to 
complain  ;  and  ho  was  sorry  he  had  to  do 
BO  in  the  absence  of  the  only  person  who 
could  give  him  an  answer  on  the  sub- 
ject— namely,  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Cumberland  (Mr.  G.  J.  Howard),  that 
thei'e  was  no  accommodation  of  a  certain 
kind  in  the  National  Gallery.  In  the 
Louvre  in  Paris,  and  in  other  great  pic- 
ture galleries,  proper  accommodation 
was  provided.  He  had  himself  been  in- 
convenienced by  the  absence  of  accom- 
modation of  the  nature  he  referred  to 
in  the  National  Gallery.  It  was  per- 
fectly disgraceful  that  in  this  country 
there  should  be  a  Puritanical  objection 
to  recognizing  the  necessity  of  what 
vitally  atfected  life. 

Me.  COURTNEY  said,  he  knew  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Middle- 
sex (Mr.  Coope)  took  a  great  interest  in 
lengthening  the  time  during  which  the 
National  Gallery  was  open  to  the  public. 
The  question  was  not  an  unimportant 
one  ;  but  it  belonged  strictly  to  Class  I., 
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where  the  buildings  for  the  National 
Gallery  were  provided  for,  and  not  to 
this  class,  which  dealt  solely  with  pic- 
tures. 

Mb.  TOMLINSON  said,  there  -wm 
another  matter  which  ought  not  to  be 
passed  over  in  silence,  and  that  was  the 
small  amount  of  room  there  was  to  see 
the  pictures. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  That  is  not  a 
matter  which  can  be  dealt  with  under 
this  Vote. 

Sill  ROBERT  PEEL  said,  the  Prime 
Minister  gave  a  distinct  jiledge  the  other 
day  that  the  Votes  should  be  taken  »eria- 
tim.  Of  course,  if  the  Committee  de- 
cided to  jump  over  several  Votes,  and 
take  a  particular  Vote,  it  was  all  Tery 
Willi ;  but  he  thought  that,  in  view  of 
the  pledge  of  the  Prime  Minister,  they 
ought  to  take  the  Votes  in  their  order. 
The  Committee  ought  to  be  very  careful 
what  they  did ;  because,  if  it  did  not 
now.  it  might  on  a  future  occasion,  lead 
to  great  inconvenience  to  take  Votes  out 
of  their  regular  order.  It  was  not  fair, 
at  1  o'clock  in  the  moniing,  to  jump  over 
Votes,  in  opposition  to  the  assurance  of 
the  Prime  Miuister. 

Mk.  COURTNEY  said,  he  quite  con- 
curred with  tlie  right  hon.  Baronet  that 
the  Votes  ought  not  to  bo  taken  out  of 
their  order  unless  the  Committee  was  so 
agreed. 

8iK  ROBERT  PEEL:  We  have  not 
been  asked. 

Mk.  COURTNEY  said,  the  question 
was  before  the  Committee.  [Mr.  Wak- 
TON:  Progress!]  He  really  thought 
that,  at  that  time  of  the  year,  they  were 
consulting  the  convenience  and  interests 
of  the  Committee  in  taking  now  those 
Votes  which  did  not  involve  matters  of 
dispute,  deferring  to  another  Sitting  the 
contentious  Votes. 

Mb.  KENNY  asked  why,  if  the  Votes 
were  non-contentious,  they  should  not  be 
taken  a  couple  of  days  hence  ?  It  was 
highly  inconvenient  to  take  the  Votes 
out  of  the  regular  order.  No  one  had 
the  slighest  idea  that  this  Vote  would 
be  taken  that  night.  It  was  extremely 
desirable  that  some  system  shoidd  be 
devised,  by  whicb  the  Votes  which  had 
been  taken  should  be  enumerated  for  the 
guidance  of  Members,  say,  in  the  Paper 
(showing  the  Orders  of  the  Day.  Only 
that  night  an  hon.  Member  asked  if  a 
certain  Vote  had  been  taken,  or  was  to 
be  taken  ;  but  no  one  could  tell  him.    It 
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was  subsequently  ascertained  that  the 
Vote  had  been  taken  out  of  its  proper 
order,  the  result  of  which  was  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  was  prevented  from 
raising  a  point  in  which  he  was  in- 
torestod.  Nothing  would  be  gained  by 
endeavouring  to  take  this  Vote  to-night; 
indeed,  it  was  evident  time  would  be 
saved  if  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Courtney)  put 
the  Vote  down  for  to-morrow.  It  was  very 
inconvenient  that  hon.  Members  should 
be  kept  there  late  that  night,  because 
they  were  required  to  assemble  again  at 
12  o'clock,  with  the  possibility  of  their 
Bitting  info  Sunday  morning. 

Mh.  BIQGAE  said,  he  would  move  to 
report  Progress.  He  considered  that 
the  Government,  which  represented  the 
majority  of  the  House,  were  bound  by 
the  pledge  given  by  the  Prime  Minister. 
He  (Mr.  Biggar)  had  known  many  a 
squabble  to  arise  upon  the  endeavour  to 
pass  a  few  non-contentious  Votes  at  a 
late  hour  of  the  night.  When  such  an 
endeavour  was  made,  it  generally  hap- 
pened that  there  was  a  lot  of  talk  about 
the  desirability  of  reporting  Progress, 
and  the  result  was  that  very  little  pro- 
gress was  really  made.  If  the  Votes  had 
been  put  down  for  the  ne-xt  day,  in  all 
probability  they  would  have  been  taken 
with  a  run.  To  come  back,  however,  to 
the  primary  point,  he  really  could  not 
see  on  what  ground  the  Government  ad- 
vised the  Committee  to  act  in  contradic- 
tion of  the  pledge  given  by  the  Prime 
Minister.  It  was  quite  possible  that  not 
one  of  the  Votes  which  were  called 
contentious  would  be  so.  He  did  not 
wish  time  to  be  occupied  unnecessarily  ; 
indeed,  he  should  like  the  House  to  ad- 
journ for  the  holidays  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment.  At  the  same  time, 
some  hon.  Members  interested  in  this 
Vote  might  have  stayed  away  in  conse- 
quence of  the  pledge  of  the  Prime  Mi- 
nister; and,  therefore,  he  moved  to  re- 
port Progress. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put, 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — ( Mr. 
Biggar.) 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  18; 
Noes    56 :     Majority    38.— (Div.    List, 

bNo.  204.) 
Original  Question  again  proposed. 
Mb.  gray  snid,  he  must  move  that 
the  Ohairmaa  do  leave  the  Chair;  but 


he  merely  wished  to  make  a  suggestion. 
A  considerable  number  of  Votes  had 
been  passed;  but  the  Return  in  the 
hahds  of  hon.  Members  did  not  show 
what  Votes  remained  to  be  passed ;  and 
he  hoped  that  next  Session  the  Qovem- 
mont  would  improve  that  Return,  so 
that  it  should  show  each  week  the  Votes 
that  had  been  passed,  and  the  Votes 
that  remained  to  be  passed.  The  Re- 
turn would  then  be  of  real  use  to  Mem- 
bers, and  he  did  not  think  it  would  in- 
volve anj-  real  additional  expense  or 
trouble.  For  the  convenience  of  the 
Committee  he  made  this  suggestion, 
which,  if  adopted,  would,  he  believed, 
prevent  a  good  deal  of  difficnlty.  He 
begged  to  move,  formally,  that  the 
Chairman  leave  the  Chair. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposedi 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  now  leave  the 
Chair."— (,]/r.  Gray.) 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  said,  he 
thought  it  would  probably  prevent  mis- 
understanding if  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Courtney)  would  state  in  what  order  he 
intended — without  making  an  absolute 
promise — to  take  the  Votes  to-morrow  ? 

Mr.  COURTNEY,  in  reply,  said,  that 
ho  proposed  to  take  the  Constabulary 
Vote  lirbt,  and  then  proceed  with  the 
remaining  Votes  in  Class  IV.  As  to  the 
point  raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Carlow  (Mr.  Gray),  the  Return  was  not 
prepared  under  his  authority ;  but  he 
would  see  what  could  be  done. 

Motion,  by  leave,  icithdraicn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Captaix  AYLMER  asked,  whether 
any  arrangement  had  been  come  to  re- 
specting the  Duke  of  Marlborough's 
pictures  ? 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  said,  he  wished  to 
point  out  that  there  was  nothing  in  this 
Vote  to  show  what  was  the  cost  of  pro- 
ducing the  catalogues  in  the  National 
Gallery.  He  would  ask  whether  there 
was  any  means  of  ascertaining  the  cost? 

Mk.  COURTNEY  said,  he  did  not 
think  the  sale  of  the  catalogues  paid 
the  cost  of  their  production ;  but  they 
would  come  under  the  Stationery  Vote. 
No  arrangement  had  been  come  to  re- 
specting the  Marlborough  pictures. 

Mr.  WARTON  complained  of  the 
contemptuous  treatment  of  the  hon.  ond 
gallant  Member  lor  Maidstone  (Capt&ia 


1437 


Supply — OwU 


(COMMONS) 


Service  Eiiimatti. 


I4sa 


Ajlmer)  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury, and  Baid  it  would  be  a  national 
loss  if  these  pictures  were  allowed  to  go 
from  the  country.  There  was  no  other 
country  in  Europe  that  would  not  pay 
any  price  for  them  ;  and  probably  some 
American  millionaire  would  buy  what 
ought  to  belong  to  the  nation.  It  would 
probably  be  a  long  time  before  another 
such  opportunity  as  this  would  be  pre- 
sented, and  considering  the  action  of  the 
Government  a  disgrace  he  should  move 
that  Progress  be  reported. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Prog^ress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — (Ifr. 
War  ton.) 

Ms.  T.  P.  O'CONNOE  said,  he 
would  recommend  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  not  to  proceed  with  this  Vote, 
considering  that  the  House  would  meet 
again  in  a  few  hours  for  a  Saturday 
Sitting.  Bypersevering,thehon.Qentle- 
man  was  only  inflicting  prolonged  agony 
on  those  Members  who  would  have  to  be 
here  again  when  the  House  met. 

Sib  EOBEET  PEEL  said,  he  wished 
to  make  an  appeal  to  the  noble  Marquess 
opposite  (the  Marquess  of  Hartington). 
He  understood  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  to  say,  in 
reply  to  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
Woodstock  (Lord  Eandolph  Churchill), 
that  Class  III.  would  be  taken  on  Fri- 
day, Class  IV.  on  Saturday,  Class  V.  on 
Monday,  and  Class  VI.  on  Monday. 
That  was  the  statement  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman; and  he  (Sir  Eobert  Peel)  wished 
to  ask  the  noble  Marquess  if  he  did  not 
see  the  expediency  and  justice,  after  the 
statement  of  the  Prime  Minister,  of 
taking  the  Votes  teriatim,  and  that  with 
Class  III.  the  Estimates  should  cease 
for  to-night,  Friday  ? 

The  Marquess  op  HAETINGTON 
said,  the  right  hon.  Baronet's  recollec- 
tion was  not  very  accurate.  His  hon. 
Friend  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  Courtney)  had  given  no  distinct 
pledge,  but  had  only  made  suggestions 
as  to  the  order  in  which  the  Votes  should 
be  taken.  The  Government  had  hoped 
that  the  Irish  Constabulary  Vote  would 
be  concluded  that  night,  and  they  were 
endeavouring  to  carry  out  the  indication 
given  as  to  the  Votes.  With  respect  to 
the  observations  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Bridport  (Mr.  Warton),  his 
impresaion  was  that  the  Ohanoellor  of 

Mr,  Warton 


the  Exchequer,  or  the  Prime  Miniater— 
one  of  them,  certainly — ^had  made  astate- 
ment  respecting  these  pictures,  and  had 
said  all  that  could  be  said  on  the  subject. 
More  than  had  been  said  could  not  be 
stated.  He  hoped  the  Motion  to  report 
Progress  would  not  be  pressed. 

Me.  J.  G.  TALBOT  said,  he  would 
join  in  the  appeal  of  the  noble  Marqueea 
(the  Marquess  of  Hartington)  U>  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  (Mr.  Warton)  not 
to  press  his  Motion ;  although  he  thought 
some  little  ground  had '  been  given  fox 
the  Motion  by  the  way  in  which  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  had  treated  the  question  of  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Maidstone 
(Captain  Aylmer)  respecting  the  Marl- 
borough pictures. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  there  was 
nothing  further  to  be  stated  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

Me.  J.  G.  TALBOT  said,  he  was 
aware  that  that  was  the  state  of  the 
case ;  but  he  wanted  to  point  out  that 
these  pictures  had  created  a  great  deal 
of  interest,  not  only  inside,  but  outside 
this  House ;  and  he  thought  that  if  the 
Government  would  give  an  assurance 
that  this  matter  was  under  careful  con- 
sideration, and  that  they  would  do  their 
best  to  secure  some  of  th.e  pictures,  that 
would  give  great  relief  and  satisfaction. 
Some  of  these  pictures,  it  was  acknow- 
ledged by  all  acquainted  with  the  subject, 
were  of  the  highest  value,  and  could  not 
be  rivalled ;  and  although  those  who  took 
great  interest  in  such  matters  did  not 
occupy  so  much  time  as  Irish  Members 
did  when  they  had  a  grievance,  that  was 
no  reason  why  they  should  not  receive 
courtesy  from  the  Government.  If  some 
such  assurance  were  given  as  he  had 
suggested,  he  thought  the  Committee 
might  allow  the  Vote  to  be  taken. 

Mb.  GSAY  said,  he  was  dissatisfied 
with  the  reply  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(5.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"  That  a  som,  not  exceeding  £1,607,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sam 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  Slst  day  of  March  1885,  for  the  Salariea 
and  Expenaes  oi  the  National  Portntit  Oa), 
lary." 
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Me.  WARTON  snid,  that,  as  several 
bon.  Merahers  had  left  the  House,  on 
the  understanding  that  the  Votes  in 
Class  IV.  would  be  taken  to-morrow, 
he  felt  it  his  duty  to  move  tliat  Progress 
bo  reported.  He  believed  that  the  Gen- 
tlemen he  referred  to  had  much  to  say 
upon  this  particular  Vote. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Pro- 
gress, and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — 
{Mr.  War  ton.) 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  he  had  se- 
lected these  Votes  on  account  of  their 
non-contentious  character  ;  he  therefore 
trusted  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
would  not  press  his  Motion,  but  allow 
the  Vote  to  be  taken,  as  also  the  Votes 
for  Learned  Societies  and  the  London 
University. 

Mr.  WARTON  said,  he  would  ask 
leave  to  withdraw  his  Motion  to  report 
Progress,  on  condition  that  the  Vote  for 
the  London  University  was  not  taken 
in  the  absence  of  the  hon.  Baronet  the 
President  of  the  University. 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  (Sir 
Farher  HKRaouBLL)  said,  the  hon.  Ba- 
ronet (Sir  John  Lubbock)  was  not  Pre- 
sident of  the  University ;  he  was  a 
Member  of  the  Senate  ;  and,  as  he  (Sir 
Farrer  Herschell)  was  likewise  one  of 
that  Body,  he  thought  he  should  be  able 
to  answer  any  questions  which  might 
arise  on  the  Vote. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Captain  AYLMER  said,  he  would 
point  out  that  the  building  in  which  the 
National  portraits  were  deposited  was 
by  no  means  safe.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  the  pictures  were  exposed  to  danger 
both  from  the  weather  and  from  fire ; 
and  he  would  be  glad  to  learn  whether 
something  could  not  be  done  to  protect 
tbem. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  the  question 
raised  by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man opposite  (Captain  Aylmer)  had 
been  over  and  over  again  uuder  con- 
sideration. The  Government  looked 
upon  tbe  building  as  temporary  only ; 
and  he  (Mr.  Courtney)  would  be  glad 
to  see  the  pictures  removed  to  a  place  of 
greater  safety. 

CAPTAi?r  AYL^fER  said,  it  had  been 
his  intention  to  move  a  reduction  of 
this  Vote,  unless  the  Government  gave 
an  assurance  that  the  pictures  would  be 
removed  tu  a  place  of  safety ;  but  after 
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the  intention  expressed  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  Courtney)  that  they  would  be  so  re- 
moved, if  possible,  he  would  not  do  so. 

Mh.  TOMLINSON  said,  ho  woiUd 
point  out  that  the  danger  of  fire  to  the 
pictures  arose  not  only  from  the  nature 
of  the  building  in  which  they  were  de- 

Eosited,  but  from  its  proximity  to  the 
uildings  of  the  Health  Exhibition — 
that  was  to  say,  the  temporary  buildinga  . 
that  had  been  put  up.  He  would  oak  ' 
whether  extra  precautions  wore  taken  in 
consequence  of  that  proximity ;  and,  if 
80,  whether  the  cost  incurred  thereby 
would  fall  upon  the  Health  Exhibition, 
or  the  National  Portrait  Gallery  ? 

Me.  COURTNEY  said,  he  beUeved 
that  all  necessary  precautions  were 
taken.  The  real  danger  to  which  the 
building  was  exposed  arose  from  the 
fact  that  tlieve  was  a  spirit  warehouse 
in  its  immediate  vicinity. 

CJaitai-v  AYLMER  said,  that  there 
had  been  a  fire  close  by  the  building  not 
many  days  ago. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(6.)  £16,400,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Learned  Societies  and  Scientific  Investi- 
gation. 

Mk.  BUCHANAN  said,  there  was 
one  point  in  relation  to  this  Vote  that 
he  desired  to  bring  before  the  Commit- 
tee. Ho  referred  to  the  question  of 
meteorological  observations.  The  Com- 
mittee would  recollect  that  a  good  deal 
of  discussion  had  taken  place  a  few  years 
ago  with  reference  to  the  Meteorological 
Council.  As  he  understood  the  position 
of  that  Body,  at  the  present  time,  it  was 
established  for  five  years,  at  the  termi- 
nation of  which  period  its  members 
would  have  to  be  re-appointed.  A  great 
deal  of  dissatisfaction  had  prevailed  in 
many  quarters  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
this  Bod3'  distributed  the  money  granted 
hy  Parliament ;  and  it  appeared  that 
the  Treasury  instituted  an  inquiry  into 
the  subject,  which  had  been  fully  dis- 
cussed. But  the  dissatisfaction  had 
come  up  again,  particularly  with  regard 
to  the  smallness  of  the  sums  devoted  to 
meteorological  work  in  Scotland.  An 
important  meteorological  observatory 
hiul  reci.'ntly  been  establislied  by  private 
otl'urt  on  Ben  Nevis.  And  yet  only 
£100  was  allocated  to  it  out  of  the 
£15.000  voted.  Even  this  sum  it  was 
possible  might  be  withdrawn,  owing  to 
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a  petty  quarrel  between  the  English 
and  Scottish  authorities.     The  Scottish 


Meteorological  Society,  which  did  more 
work  than  any  other  meteorological 
body,  had  no  representative  on  the 
Council,  which  was  simply  a  Committee 
of  the  Eoyal  Society  of  London.  He 
would  like  to  receive  from  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Courtney)  an  assurance  that  this  matter 
would  be  looked  into,  in  order  that, 
after  all  that  had  been  done,  the  best 
meteorological  work  done  in  the  country 
lately  should  not  be  put  aside  and 
ignored  by  those  who  had  the  disposal 
of  the  funds  voted  by  Parliament  for 
the  purpose. 

Mr.  COUETNEY  said,  he  would 
point  out  that  the  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment towards  the  Meteorological  Council 
had  been  the  same  as  that  with  regard 
to  all  learned  societies — that  was  to  say, 
they  did  not  interfere  with  the  manner 
in  which  they  distributed  the  funds 
placed  at  their  disposal.  They  could 
not,  therefore,  intervene  in  the  question 
between  the  Eoyal  Society  of  Edinburgh, 
and  the  Meteorological  Council. 

Mb.  BUCHANAN  said,  it  had  been 
recommended  by  the  Treasury  Depart- 
mental Commission  that  the  Council,  in 
its  annual  Eeport  presented  to  Parlia- 
ment, should  specify  the  way  in  which 
the  money  at  their  disposal  was  ex- 
pended. He  thought  that  the  House, 
having  voted  the  funds,  ought  to  see 
whether  the  money  was  properly 
spent. 

Captain  ATLMEE  said,  he  objected 
to  the  grant  of  £500  for  the  Eoyal  Geo- 
graphical Society,  which  produced  very 
small  results. 

Mb.  TOMLINSON  said,  that  in  this 
case  he  dissented  entirely  from  the  view 
taken  by  his  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
who  had  just  sat  down  (Captain  Aylmer). 
He  believed  that  no  money  was  better 
spent  than  the  £500  voted  for  the  Eoyal 
Geographical  Society,  and  that,  consider- 
ing the  value  of  the  work  done  by  the 
Society,  the  amount  of  the  grant  was 
very  small. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(7.)  £8,346,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  London  University. 

House  resumed. 

Eesolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 
Committee  sit  again  To-morrow- 
Mr.  £ucAanan 


SUPREME  COURT  OP  JUDICATURE 

AMENDMENT   BILL   [Zorifc.]— [Bill  307.] 

{Mr.  Attorney  General.) 

COMMITTEE.     [^Progr«t»  29th  Jul}/.'] 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clauses  1  to  6,  inclusive,  agreed  to. 

Clause  7  (Appeals  in  matters  \mder 
£200). 

The  ATTOENEY  GENEEAL  (Sir 
Henbt  James)  said,  that  he  had  been 
in  communication  with  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
LauncestoD  (Sir  Hardinge  Giffard),  in 
relation  to  this  clause  and  Clauses  8  and 
9,  the  Appeal  Clauses  of  the  Bill,  and  in 
deference  to  what. he  thought  was  the 
wish  of  the  Committee  he  would  consent 
to  those  clauses  being  struck  out. 

Clause,  with  Clauses  8  and  9,  severally 
struck  out  of  the  Bill  accordingly. 

Clause  10  (Appeals  from  referees). 

The  ATTOENEY  GENEEAL  (Sir 
Henbt  James)  said,  he  had  great  doubt 
whether  it  was  intended  by  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  (Sir  Hardinge  Giffard) 
that  this  clause  should  also  be  struck 
out.  It  was  not  of  the  same  class  as  the 
other  clauses  which  had  been  struck  out ; 
but  if  it  was  desired  to  omit  the  clause 
the  omission  could  be  effected  on  Eeport. 

Me.  WAETON  said,  he  had  had  some 
communication  with  his  hon.  andleamed 
Friend  f  Sir  Hardinge  Giffardl  in  regard 
to  the  Bill,  and  he  was  able  to  say  that 
this  was  not  one  of  the  clauses  the  bon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  desired  to  see 
struck  out. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  1 1  (Judge  may  order  trial  by 
an  official  referee  in  certain  cases). 

Mr.  WHITLEY  said,  this  was  a  very 
objectionable  clause,  and  he  should  have 
liked  to  see  it  struck  out.  If,  however, 
he  could  not  get  some  assistance  from 
the  Committee  he  should  not  put  hon. 
Gentlemen  to  the  trouble  of  dividing. 

The  SOLICITOE  GENEEAL  (Sir 
Faerer  Hersohell)  said,  he  was  quite 
aware  that,  in  many  quarters,  there  waa 
some  apprehension  that  if  the  clause  re- 
mained in  its  present  shape  its  opera- 
tion would  be  very  objectionable ;  but 
it  must  be  seen  that  there  was  full  power 
given  to  refer  issues  to  referees.  At  the 
same  time,  in  order  to  confine  the  clause 
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to  cases  where  all  parties  conseuted,  be 
proposed  to  amend  it  by  omitting  all  the 
words  from  "and,"  in  line  31,  to  the 
word  "officers,"  inline  30,  inclusive. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  to 
omit  the  words  from  "  and,"  in  line  31, 
to  "officers,"  in  line  36,  inclusive. — {Mi-. 
Solicitor  General.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

Mb.  TOMLTNSON  said,  he  was  not 
sure  that  the  omission  of  these  words 
would  cure  all  the  mischief  of  the  clause. 
Perhaps  the  Law  Officers  would  say 
whether,  in  their  opinion,  the  Amend- 
ment would  cover  a  case  in  which  any  of 
the  parties  were  under  disability. 

TnE  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  (Sir 
Fahrer  Hbescukll)  said,  there  would 
be  very  rare  cases — he  hardly  knew  of 
any — in  which  parties  to  an  action,  who 
were  under  disabilities,  would  not  con- 
sent. If  there  were,  however,  persons 
under  disabilities  whose  consent  could 
not  be  got,  that  would  be  a  reason  fur  a 
Judge  to  consider  whether  he  should 
refer  it. 

Mr.  WHITLEY  said,  he  was  quite 
content  with  the  Amendment  suggested 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman. 

Question  put,  and  negatived  ;  words 
tlruvkout  accordingly. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  12  to  23,  inclusive,  agreed  to. 

New  Clauses. 

Me.  COURTNEY  moved  the  insertion 
of  the  following  Clause  : — 

(Officers  not  to  bo  employed  withoat  good  ser- 
vico  certificates— 42  &  48  Vic.  o.  78.) 
"  The  provisions  of  section  twenty  of  '  The 
Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  (Offices)  Act, 
1879,  with  resppct  to  pensions  under  that  Act 
shall,  as  regards  appointments  made  after  the 
commencement  of  this  Act,  extend  to  siUnries 
under  that  Act." 

Clause  (Officers  not  to  be  employed 
without  good  service  certificates — 42  & 
43  Vic.  0.  78,)— (J/r.  Courtney,)— brought 
up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Question,  "  That  the  Clause  be  read 
a  second  time,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  added  to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  WHITLEY  proposed  the  addi- 
tion of  the  following  clause  after  Clause 
12:— 


(Trial  of  actions  in  district  registries.) 
"  Nothing  in  this  Act  shall  prevent  the  right 
of  parties  to  try  actions  in  district  registries, 
and  to  refer  same  to  the  district  registrars  when 
the  parties  so  desire." 

Clause  (Trial  of  actions  in  district  re- 
gistries,)— {Mr.  Whitley,)— brought  up, 
and  read  the  first  time. 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  Claus»| 
be  read  a  second  time." 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  (Sir 
Parber  Herschell)  said,  he  had  no 
objection  to  offer  to  the  clause. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  added  to  the  Bill. 

Mb.  HASTINGS  proposed  the  addi- 
tion  of  the  following  Clause  ; — 

(Judges  of  county  courts  to  have  the  same 
qualilication  as  Queen's  Counsel.) 

"Judges  of  county  courts  shall  have  every 
qualification  conferred  on  Her  Majesty's  Coun- 
sel learned  in  the  Law  by  the  Act  of  the 
thirteenth  and  fourteenth  Victoria,  chapter 
twenty-five." 

The  hon.  Member  said,  the  object  of  the 
clause  was  to  enable  Judges  of  County 
Courts,  whether  Queen's  Counsel  or  not, 
to  be  placed  on  the  Commissions  of  As- 
size for  the  purpose  of  assisting,  if 
called  upon,  Judges  in  the  performance 
of  their  civil  and  criminal  duties. 

Clause  (Judges  of  County  Courts  to 
have  the  same  qualifications  as  Queen's 
Counsel) — {Mr.  BastiHgt,) — brought  up, 
and  read  the  first  time. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Clause 
be  read  a  second  time." 

Mb.  WARTON  said,  this  wns  an  ex- 
traordinary and  grave  proposal.  By 
his  clause,  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Hastings)  suggested  that  County  Court 
Judges,  many  of  whom  were  not  even 
Queen's  Counsel,  should  rank  as  Judges. 
He  (Mr.  Wartou)  felt  it  his  duty  to  say 
that,  judging  from  his  own  personal  ex- 
perience, four  out  of  every  five  County 
Court  Judges  were  totally  unfit  to  try 
Assize  cases.  He  should  like  to  know 
on  whose  suggestion  the  hon.  Gentleman 
proposed  the  clause. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  (Sir 
Fabbeb  Hebschell)  said,  that  he,  on 
the  contrary,  thought  that  some  of  the 
County  Court  Judges  were  well  fitted  to 
try  Assize  cases.  Some  inconvenience 
had  been  found  under  the  present  rule, 
which  provided  that  only  Queen's  Coun- 
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sel  should  be  deputed  to  assist  a  Tndge 
in  the  trial  of  Assize  cases,  and  it  was 
suggested  that,  in  some  cases,  it  trould 
fee  a  public  convenience  if  County  Court 
Judges  could  be  put  in  the  Assize  Com- 
mission. He  trusted  the  clause  would 
be  adopted. 

Mr.  HASTINGS  said,  he  proposed 
the  clause  upon  his  own  responsibility, 
knowing,  as  he  did,  many  County  Court 
Judges  who  were  well  qualified  to  try 
Assize  cases. 

Mb.  TOMLINSON  said,  he  would  ask 
if  the  clause  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Hastings)  had  really  anything  to  do 
with  the  Bill  under  consideration  ?  The 
Bill  was  one  to  amend  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Judicature  Act ;  but  this  clause 
related  to  County  Court  JudgAS. 

The  SOLICITOE  GENEEAL  (Sir 
Fabbeb  Hebsohell)  said,  he  thought 
this  was  a  clause  which  distinctly  came 
within  the  purview  of  the  Bill,  because 
the  Bill  dealt  with  Assizes,  and  regulated 
those  who  were  to  be  put  in  the  Com- 
mission of  Assize. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  added  to  the  Bill. 

The  chairman  said,  he  must 
rule  that  the  next  two  new  clauses, 
standing  in  the  name  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  East  Worcestershire  (Mr.  Hast- 
ings)— namely, 

("No  writ  of  mandamus  or  prohibition  to 
issue  to  Judge  or  officer  of  county  court,  but 
persons  agsrrieTed  to  have  right  of  appeal  as 
under  the  '  County  Courts  Act,  1876.'  ") 

and 

("The  court  or  judge  hearing  such  appeal 
may  make  order  to  do  complete  justice  between 
parties,  and  direct  as  to  costs.") 

could  not  be  proposed,  as  they  were  not 
relevant  to  the  Bill. 

Me.  WARTON  said,  he  had  received 
a  letter  from  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Wolverhampton  (Mr.  H.  H. 
Fowler),  urging  him  (Mr.  Warton)  to 
move  the  new  clause  which  stood  in  the 
hon.  Gentleman's  name.  He  therefore 
begged  to  move  the  insertion  of  the 
following  Clause : — 

(Vacations  may  be  reg^ted  by  Order  in 

Counol.) 
"  Her  Majesty  in  Council  may  from  time  to 
time  make,  revoke,  or  modify  orders  regulating 
the  vacations  to  be  observed  by  the  High  Court 
of  Justice  and  the  High  Court  of  Appeal,  and 
in  the  offices  of  the  said  Courts  r«ep«otively. 

The  Solieitor  General 
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"The  provimons  of  saotion  twenty-five  of 
'  The  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  Aot,  1876,' 
shall  apply  to  every  Order  in  Council  made 
under  this  Aot." 

Clause — (Vacations  may  be  regulated 
by  Order  in  Council) — {^Mr.  WarUm^)— 
hrovgM  vp,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Clause 
be  read  a  second  time." 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Henby  James)  said,  he  sympathized 
a  great  deal  with  his  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler)  in  his  desire  to 
regulate  the  Vacations  for  the  public 
convenience ;  but  he  could  not  assent 
to  this  clause.  The  adoption  of  the 
clause  would  show  a  total  want  of  con- 
fidence in  those  who  now  regulated  the 
Vacations. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Preamble  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported;  as  amended,  to  be  con- 
sidered upon  Monday  next. 

8upebme  cottbt  of  jttdioatobe  (ohait- 
cebt  exahmebs'  office)  [coh- 
pensatiok]. 
Comidered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Retolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  anthorise 
the  payment,  out  of  moneys  to  be  'provided  by 
Parliament,  of  compensation  to  persons  holding 
the  office  of  sworn  clerk  to  the  lata  Chancery 
Examiners,  on  the  abolition  of  that  office,  un- 
der the  fprovisions  of  any  Aot  of  the  present 
Session  for  amending  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Judicature  Acts. 

Besolution  to  be  reported  npon  Monday  next. 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter 
after  Two  o'clock. 


HOUSE     OF    COMMONS, 
Saturday,  2nd  August,  1884. 


The  House  met  at  Twelre  of    the 
dock. 

MINUTES.]—  Supply— coH«irf«erf »»  CommitUe 
— Civil   Sebvicb  Estimates — Class  III. — 
Law  and  Justics,  Vote  29. 
Setolutioni  (August  IJ  reporttd. 
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QUESTION. 

EGYPT— THE  CONFERENCE. 

Sin  STAFFORD  NORTHCOTE  :  I 
wish  to  ask  what  is  to  be  tlio  eourso  of 
procediire  to-day  ?  I  understand  there 
was  a  conversation  yesti-rday  in  the 
House  from  which  it  was  inferred  that 
the  Prime  Minister  might  be  able,  upon 
the  Report  of  Supply,  to  make  some 
statement  with  regard  to  the  issue  of 
the  Conference.  I  shall  be  very  much 
obliged  if  any  Member  of  the  Govern- 
ment— perhaps  the  Home  Secretary — 
could  tell  us  whether  it  is  probable  that 
such  a  statement  will  be  made;  and,  if 
so,  at  what  time  it  is  probable  that  the 
progress  of  the  Civil  Service  Estimates 
will  be  interrupted,  and  the  Report  of 
Supply  taken  ? 

Sir'WILLIAM  HAECOURT  :  I  be- 
lieve the  Conference  is  at  this  moment 
sitting,  and  it  would  be  the  desire  of  the 
Prime  Minister  to  make  an  announce- 
ment as  to  its  decision  at  the  earliest 
possible  time,  in  order  to  give  the  neces- 
sary information  to  the  House ;  but,  at 
the  present  moment,  it  is  impossible  for 
me  to  state  at  what  time  that  informa- 
tion will  be  piven. 

SihST-\FFORD  NORTHCOTE: 
At  what  time  will  Progress  bo  reported 
on  the  Civil  Service  Estimates? 

Sni  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  I  am 
afraid  it  would  not  be  verj'  judicious  to 
make  that  statement ;  we  had  better 
reserve  it.  I  think,  from  what  the  Prime 
Minister  said  the  other  day,  there  is  no 
intention  to  carry  on  the  proceedings  to 
an  unreasonable  hour. 

Siu  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  asked 
whether  the  Votes  to  be  taken  to-day 
would  be  confined  to  Class  IV. ;  and 
whether  Supplementary  Estimates  would 
not  be  taken  ? 

Mb.  COURTNEY  replied  that  the 
Votes  for  to-day  would  be  the  Constabu- 
lary Vote  and  the  Votes  in  Class  IV., 
including  the  Supplementary  Estimates 
in  that  Class. 

ORDER  OF  TEE  DA  Y. 

I BCPPLY— CIVIL  SERVICE  ESTIMATES. 
Supply — connidertd  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 
CxjiBB  m. — Law  add  Jcstick. 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"Thst  a  ■urn,  not  exceodiog  £940,096,  he 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessury  to  defriiy  the  Charpo  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
tbeSlstdnyof  March  1886,  for  the  Constabu- 
lary Force  in  Ireland." 

Mr.  O'SULLIVAN  said,  he  wished 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
to  the  course  which  the  Government  had 
pursued  in  reference  to  the  imposition 
of  a  force  of  exti-a  police  upon  the 
County  of  Limerick.  lie  found  that 
during  the  year  1882  the  county  had 
been  charged  the  enormous  sum  of 
£6,966  for  extra  police.  He  did  not 
object  to  extra  police  being  sent  into 
the  county  if  there  were  reason  to  sus- 
pect disorder  or  outrages  upon  life  and 
property  ;  but  the  County  of  Limerick 
was  able  to  chnUengQ  comparison  with 
the  most  peaceful  county  in  England  in 
regard  to  crime  and  outrage.  Notwith- 
standing that  fact,  a  tax  was  imposed 
upon  it  in  one  year  of  £6,966  for  extra 
police.  Those  extra  police  were  distri- 
buted broadcast  all  over  the  county,  not 
for  the  sake  of  preser*-ing  peace  and 
order,  but  to  assist  the  landlords  in  col- 
lecting their  rents.  Their  services  were 
entirely  unnecessary  so  far  as  the  protec- 
tion of  life  and  property  was  concerned, 
and  their  time  was  occupied  in  driving 
cattle,  and  in  enabling  the  landlords  to 
extort  rack  rents.  There  was  no  more 
quiet  or  peaceable  county  inlreland  until, 
in  an  evil  hour,  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd  made 
it  his  headquarters.  In  the  town  of 
Kilmaliock,  in  which  he  (Mr.  O'Sulli- 
van)  resided,  and  which  he  was  conse- 
quently thoroughly  noquuintad  with, 
the  peace  and  order  of  the  place  were 
niaintaiued  by  10  or  11  constables  up 
to  that  time ;  but  immediately  after 
Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd  arrived  at  Kil- 
maliock 50  or  60  extra  police  were 
drafted  into  the  town,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  it  was  altogether  free  from 
anything  in  the  shape  of  crime  and 
outrage.  From  that  moment  the  in- 
habitants saw  every  morning  scores 
of  police  going  out  with  the  military, 
not  for  the  purpose  of  putting  down 
crime  and  outrage,  but  to  collect  the 
reuts  of  the  rack-renting  landlords. 
The  majority  of  the  landlords  in  the 
county  wore  good  men ;  but,  unfortu- 
nately, there  were  among  them  some 
black  sheep.  Perhaps  there  was  not 
throughout    the    whole    of    Irelniid    a 
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vorse  landlord  than  a  gentleman  in  that 
county  named  Coote.  It  was  almost  en- 
tirely owing  to  the  action  of  this  gentle- 
man with  regard  to  his  tenants  that  the 
force  of  extra  police  had  heen  imposed 
upon  that  part  of  the  county.  He  had 
beenknown  to  serve  writs  upon  his  tenants 
for  a  single  half-year's  rent.  His  land 
was  more  highly  rented  than  any  other 
in  the  county.  He  obtained  for  it  £3  or 
£4  an  acre,  and  yet,  notwithstanding 
that  fact,  the  moment  a  tenant  got  six 
months  in  arrear  he  was  served  with  a 
writ.  Three  of  Mr.  Coote's  tenants  had 
been  evicted  who  had  held  their  farms 
for  years.  Because,  owing  to  the  de- 
pression which  occurred  in  regard  to 
agricultural  operations  in  1878,  1879, 
and  1880,  these  unfortunate  persons 
found  themselves  unable  to  pay  the  rack 
rents  imposed  onthem  they  were  sum- 
marily [evicted  from  their  feurms,  no 
terms  whatever  being  offered  to  them. 
Mr.  Coote  was  perfectly  aware  that  these 
three  tenants  had  offered  on  several  occa- 
sions even  within  the  last  threemonths  to 
settle  the  rent  at  whatever  sum  the  Land 
Commission  might  fix  as  a  fairrent.  They 
wrote  to  Mr.  Coote  making  that  offer, 
but  it  was  contemptuously  refused.  In- 
deed, the  landlord  did  not  condescend  to 
return  an  answer  to  their  communica- 
tion. Nevertheless,  this  was  a  man  for 
whose  protection  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment had  put  up  a  police  hut  and  kept 
six  extra  police  on  his  farm.  He  thought 
it  would  afford  to  the  Committee  a  good 
illustration  of  the  way  in  which  the  tax 
for  additional  police  operated.  As  he 
had  said,  there  were  six  police  stationed 
upon  Mr.  Coote's  farm.  Yet  it  was  a 
place  in  which  there  had  been  no  crime 
or  outrage,  and  their  sole  duty  appeared 
to  be  to  mind  the  farms  from  which  the 
tenants  had  been  evicted,  notwithstand- 
ing the  feict  that  they  had  offered  to  pay 
up  all  arrears  and  to  pay  any  rent  which 
the  Land  Court  was  prepared  to  fix.  It 
was  the  conduct  of  this  class  of  un- 
scrupulous landlords  which  gave  rise 
to  the  land  agitation  of  1879  -  80, 
and  was  the  cause  of  the  Land  Bill 
being  brought  in  by  the  Government 
and  passed  by  Parliament.  If  Mr. 
Coote's  tenants'  rents  were  not  paid 
by  the  Ist  of  May,  he  sent  them  notice 
that  it  must  be  ready  on  the  14th, 
and  those  who  were  unable  to  pay  it  on 
that  day  were  served  with  an  attorney's 
letter  on  the  16th.     Certain  tenants  who 

Mr.  O"  Sullivan 


went  on  the  20th  to  pay  the  rents  were 
told  that  it  would  be  refused  unless  they 
were  prepared  to  pay  10«.  &i.  in  addi- 
tion in  the  shape  of  costs.  He  had 
known  one  of  these  unfortunate  tenants 
go  to  the  solicitor's  office,  six  miles  ofi^ 
on  the  2 Ist  of  May,  in  order  to  pay  half 
a-y ear's  rent  due  on  the  1st  of  the 
same  month,  with  10».  Gd.  to  the 
solicitor  for  writing  a  letter.  Was 
that  a  gentleman  who  was  likely  to 
bring  peace,  contentment,  and  happi- 
ness to  the  Irish  people,  or  make  his 
tenants  satisfied  with  their  lot,  even 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Land  Bill  ? 
This  was  the  same  gentleman  for  whom 
the  Government  continued  to  provide  a 
hut  and  police  protection,  for  no  other 
purpose  Uian  to  watch  the  farms  of  his 
evicted  tenants.  Surely  the  course  pur- 
sued with  regard  to  him  encouraged 
him  in  the  style  of  action  he  adopted 
towards  his  tenants.  He  had  received 
a  letter  from  one  of  this  gentleman's 
tenants — a  tenant  whom  he  (Mr.  O'Sulli- 
van)  knew  intimately,  and  one  of  those 
who  had  been  evicted  by  Mr.  Coote. 
He  was  able  to  say,  without  fear  of  con- 
tradiction, that  the  person  to  whom  he 
referred  was  one  of  the  most  honest  and 
industrious  tenants  in  the  County  of 
Limerick ;  but  he  had  found  it  impos- 
sible to  pay  the  rack  rent  demanded  of 
him  when  the  seasons  turned  against 
him.  He  would  only  trouble  the  Com- 
mittee with  a  short  extract  from  the 
letter  written  by  this  tenant,  in  order 
that  hon.  Members  might  be  able  to 
comprehend  what  it  was  the  Government 
were  upholding  by  keeping  an  extra 
police  force  in  the  County  of  Limerick. 
He  wrote — 

"  I  have  been  evicted  ty  my  landlord,  Mr. 
Coote,  forj  one  half-year's  rent.  My  rent  waa 
£103  \5s.  per  year,  but  my  poor  rates  on  the 
entire  farm  and  outhouses  were  only  assessed 
upon  £49  15s.,  or  less  than  one-haU  of  the  rent. 
I  offered,  shortly  after  my  eviction,  when  I  had 
raised  some  money  from  my  friends,  to  pay  the 
half-year's  rent  and  costs,  which  offer  my  land- 
lord refused,  unless  I  would  pay  the  full  rent  of 
the  land  during  the  time  it  was  lying  idle, 
although  Mr.  Coote  had  possession  himself  of  it 
during  that  time." 

Mr.  Coote  had  the  land  in  his  posses- 
sion, or  in  the  possession  of  his  bailiff, 
because  no  other  person  would  take 
possession  of  it.  So  anxious,  how- 
ever, was  this  poor  man  to  reg^ain  pos- 
session of  the  land,  that  he  said  in  his 
letter — 
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"  I  further  offered  to  give  £160  if  I  could  get 
my  farm  ngun  on  the  same  terma  as  the  I^nd 
Commissioners  had  fixed  in  tho  case  of  two 
farmers  on  the  two  next  forms  to  mine,  but  this 
offer  was  also  refa«ed." 

He  (Mr.  O'SuUivan)  did  not  wish  to  go 
any  further  into  this  case ;  but  it  was 
regarded,  in  the  county  of  Limerick,  as 
n   great   hardship   that   this  poor  man 
8ho\ild  have  been  served  with  a  writ  and 
evicted  for  the  non-payment  of  a  single 
half-year's  rent,   the   rent   itself  being 
double  that  at  which  the  fai-m  was  as- 
sessed by  the  poor  rate  valuation.     Yet 
thislandlord,  who  refused  those  fair  offers 
to  pay  rent  and  arrears,  was  the  gentle- 
man for  whose  prote(!tion  the  Govern- 
ment imposod  upon  the  county  a  heavy 
police  tax.     He  was  sorry  to  say  that 
there  were  other  rases  of  the  same  kind 
in  the  county  of  Limerick  ;  but  he  had 
selected  this  one,  because  he  was  per- 
sonally  acquainted    with    the    circum- 
stances, residing  as  he  did  within  two 
miles  of  the  farm  to  which  he  had  di- 
rected attention.      He  had  stated  that 
the  extra  police  ta.x  amounted  in   the 
year  1882  to  the  sum  of  £6,966.     That 
extra  force  was  sent  into  the  county,  not 
in   consequence  of  any  disturbance,  or 
in  order  to  prevent  crime  and  outrage, 
but  solely  because  evictions  were  being 
carried  out  broadcast,  and  the  evii-ting 
landlords  were  in  dread  that  either  them- 
selves or  their  propertj'  would  bo  injured. 
He  appealed  to  the  j  U8t  ice  of  H  er  Maj  ebty 's 
Government  to  say  whethf  r  this  state  of 
things  ought  to  be  continued,  and  whe- 
ther this  heavy  additional   tax   should 
Btill  be  imposed  upon  a  county  which 
would  bear  a  favourable  comparison  for 
peace  and  order  and  absence  of  crime 
and  outrage  with  any  county  in  England  ? 
Would  they  persevere  in  this  impu.^ition  ? 
He  contended  that  it  would  be  disgrace- 
ful if  they  did,    especially   when   their 
sole    objwt — at  any   rate   in   the    case 
of    the   landlord   to   whom  he  had  re- 
ferred— was  to  uphold  a  man  who  re- 
fused to  make  any  terms  whatever  with 
his  tenants,    who    evicted    them    when 
simply  h(ilf-a-year  in  arroar,  who  refused 
every  fair  and  reasonable  offer  made  to 
him,  and  who  wrung  from  his  unfortu- 
nate victims  the  highest  rack  rents  it  was 
possible  to  impose.    Could  it  be  supposed 
that  while  landlords  were  permitted  to 
follow  a  course  hko  tliis,  it  would   be 
possible,  even   with   the    aid   of    extra 
police,  to  sow  the  seeds  of  peace  and  con- 
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teotment  in  the  neighbourhood  ?  It  was 
too  bad  that  the  county  should  be  kept 
in  a  fever  of  excitement  and  compelled 
to  pay  what  amounted  to  a  heavy  fine  on 
account  of  the  oppressive  action  of  one 
man.  He  knew  that  the  Government 
had  no  control  over  the  action  of  this 
individual ;  but,  at  any  rate,  they  could 
withdraw  tho  police,  who  were  now  em- 
ployed in  assisting  to  evict  tenants,  not- 
withstanding their  willingness  to  come 
to  a  settlnment  on  fair  and  reasonable 
term.s,  and  who  were  told  off  to  protect 
the  deserted  property  from  which  tho 
tenants  had  been  removed. 

Mr.  MARUM  said,  he  had  stated  at 
the  time  this  extra  police  tax  was  im- 
posed upon  the  county  of  Limerick  that 
it  was  entirely  unnecessary,  and  that  it 
would  produce  the  discontent  and  ill- 
feeling  which  it  was  intended  to  prevent. 
If  it  had  ever  been  necessary  to  place  SO 
adilitioual  police  in  the  county  the  times 
had  very  much  changed  since,  and  at 
the  la»t  AsMzes  the  matter  was  brought 
under  the  attention  of  the  Grand  Jury  by 
a  Presentment.  It  was  said,  however,  that 
tiiat  was  not  the  time  for  taking  action 
in  the  matter,  and  that  tlioy  were  assum- 
irig  to  themselves  the  functions  of  the 
Executive.  It  was  pointed  out  tu  them 
that  it  was  a  matter  with  which  they  had 
nothing  to  do,  but  that  the  extra  police 
were  sent  into  the  county  by  the  Execu- 
tive Government ;  that  the  cost  of  it  was, 
under  the  Prevention  of  Crime  Act,  to 
be  charged  upon  the  locality  in  which  it 
was  employed  ;  and  that,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  the  same  course  had  been  pursued 
in  other  districts  wliere  it  was  feared 
that  serious  outragesmightbecommitted. 
But  in  most  cases  the  extra  police  had 
been  withdrawn  when  tranquillity  was 
restored,  and  the  local  expenditure  in- 
curred had  not  been  very  large.  More- 
over, he  found  that  in  this  very  county,  at 
the  Lent  Assizes,  Mr.  Justice  Barry  had 
congratulated  the  county  upim  its  peace- 
ful aud  orderly  condition,  and  upon  the 
absence  of  crime  and  outrage.  Never- 
theless, the  Government  still  declined  to 
withdraw  tlie  extra  police,  and  ihe  ro- 
siik  bad  been  to  create  great  dissatisfac- 
tion throughout  tho  county.  A  more 
peaceful  and  law-abiding  county  than 
the  county  of  Limerick  it  was  im- 
possible to  find,  and  yet  this  enormius 
local  taxation  was  still  imposed  without 
the  slightest  necessity.  The  Grand  Jury 
declined  to  take  any  aotion  in  the  matter, 
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and  threw  the  entire  responsibility  upon 
the  Executive.  He  believed  that  one 
main  ground  of  the  present  condition  of 
affairs  was  the  defective  distribution  of 
the  regular  Police  Force.  At  one  time 
the  population  of  his  own  county  of  Kil- 
kenny was  more  than  150,000 ;  it  was 
now  only  90,000,  but  the  police  force 
was  maintained  at  the  same  strength  as 
when  the  population  numbered  60,000 
-  more.  In  Limerick  the  same  result  had 
been  brought  about;  and  he  would  appeal 
to  the  Chief  Secretary  and  the  hon.  and 
learned  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland, 
whether  such  a  condition  of  affairs 
afforded  any  pretence  whatever  for  con- 
tinuing the  imposition  of  an  additional 
force  of  police  ?  If  there  was  any  disturb- 
ance in  any  part  of  the  county,  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  had  the  power  of  drafting 
into  it  an  extra  force,  and  to  call  upon 
the  locality  to  pay  the  expense.  In  the 
county  which  he  represented  the  greatest 
dissatisfaction  was  expressed  at  the 
action  of  the  Executive.  Only  the  other 
day  there  was  a  large  meeting  of  the 
ratepayers,  who  had  appealed  to  him  to 
take  some  steps  in  the  matter.  All  he 
asked  the  Government  was  that  if  50 
additional  police,  or  any  number  of  extra 
police,  were  required  in  the  county,  and 
their  employment  were  justified  by  the 
state  of  crime  and  outrage,  then  let  their 
services  be  continued,  but  if  not  let  them 
be  removed.  At  that  moment  the  extra 
police  were  costing  the  ratepayers  of  the 
county  of  Kilkenny  a  sum  of  £2,400 
a-year,  without  the  slightest  necessity  for 
their  employment,  and,  in  addition  to 
that  heavy  tax,  the  farmers  were  suffer- 
ing from  the  continued  depression  of 
agriculture,  and  the  competition  to 
which  they  were  subjected  from  abroad. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  local  taxation 
was  becoming  enormous  and  unbearable. 
Everything  was  thrown  upon  it,  and 
every  fresh  Bill  introduced  into  Parlia- 
ment added  to  the  local  burdens.  A 
g^eat  deal  of  the  necessity  for  having  the 
local  Constabulary  was  owing  to  the  want 
of  perfect  confidence  on  the  part  of  the 
ppople  in  the  administration  of  justice. 
If  the  people  had  perfect  confidence  in 
the  local  Courts,  they  would  not  take  the 
law  into  their  own  hands;  but  if  they 
had  not  that  confidence,  of  course  they 
fought  it  out.  He  could  not  express 
too  strongly  the  general  dissatisfaction 
there  was  in  the  county  with  this  enor- 
mous taxation,  which  the  people  believed 

Mr.  Marum 


to  be  unnecessary ;  the  question  was  not 
whether  this  system  was  more  secure, 
but  whether  it  was  necessary,  and  he 
challenged  the  Chief  Secretary  to  say 
that  it  was  necessary. 

Me.  DAWSON  said,  there  never  had 
been  a  better  instance  than  this  in  which 
the  people  ought  to  take  the  advice  of 
Lord  Macaulay  to  "  tell  those  who  call 
for  obnoxious  taxes  to  call  again,"  be- 
cause there  had  never  been  so  unjust  and 
BO  unnecessary  an  impost  as  this.  He 
would  like  to  know  what  Englishmen 
would  say  if  they  saw  ladies  dragged 
through  English  streets,  as  they  bad 
been  in  liimerick,  because  they  sympa- 
thized with  those  who,  for  their  patriot- 
ism, had  been  put  in  prison  ?  One  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  reasons  for  these 
extra  police  was  that  when  the  people 
saw  others  being  degraded  in  this  way 
they  lost  their  temper.  They  were 
naturally  indignant.  What  could  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  say  to  a  state  of 
facts  which  he  could  not  deny?  If 
Limerick  was  in  such  a  state  of  tumult ; 
if  these  occurrences  were  of  such  a  dan- 
gerous character  as  to  rendei*  these 
extra  police  necessary,  why  were  the 
rioters  not  brought  before  the  Judges  ? 
The  County  Court  Judges,  every  Judge 
of  Assize,  and  every  Chairman  of  Quarter 
Sessions,  had  said  they  had  nothing  to 
try ;  but  if  there  was  this  disorder,  why 
were  not  the  rioters  brought  before 
those  Judges  ?  He  challenged  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  deny  that  during  the 
presence  of  the  police  the  County  Court 
Judges  had  nothing  to  try.  Could  there 
be  anything  more  grievous  than  that  ? 
When  did  a  policeman  ever  lose  his  life 
in  Limerick  ?  Did  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd 
even  lose  a  hair  of  his  precious  head, 
which  had  been  the  cause  of  so  much 
trouble  and  tumult  wherever  he  went  ? 
Had  there  been  any  case  to  bring  before 
the  Judges  of  Assize  ?  They  had  gone 
to  Limerick  again  and  again,  and  had 
declared  that  their  appearance  there  was 
almost  unnecessary.  In  one  breath  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  declared  Limerick 
to  be  in  such  a  state  of  crime  and  danger 
that  he  must  deluge  it  with  police  at 
every  corner,  irritating  the  people  with 
their  menaces ;  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  Judges  declared  that  there  was  no 
crime.  Whenever  the  Judges  were 
attacked  a  great  deal  was  heard  from 
the  Government  Benches  about  the  in- 
violability of  the  Bench  and  the  parity 
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of  the  law  ;  but  now  it  seemed  that  the 
Judges  had  been  lax,  and  the  law  had 
not  been  applied,  for  the  Judges  had 
done  nothing  in  the  state  of  things  in 
Limoriok  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  described.  How  would  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  statement  as  to 
the  state  of  Limerick  tally  with  the  fatt 
that  the  Judges  did  nothing  ?  lie 
should  be  glad  to  hoar  the  answer  to 
that ;  and,  meanwhile,  he  must  again 
refer  to  the  ostrnordinary  contrast  be- 
tween the  salaries  of  the  police  who  were 
to  repress  crime  and  the  salaries  and  in- 
comes of  the  teachers  whose  duty  was  to 
teauh  the  young.  Last  night  he  ond  his 
hon.  Friends  had  pointed  out  tliot  while 
there  were  only  11,000  teachers  in  Ire- 
land, there  were  13, 773  policemen.  The 
Government  provided  fewer  people  to 
prevent  crime  than  police  to  put  it  down. 
They  paid  constables  £59,  £69,  and  £79 
a-year ;  but  they  only  paid  National 
School  teachers,  whose  labours  would 
tend  to  render  the  police  unnecessary  if 
they  were  properly  paid,  only  £57  a-year. 
The  Chief  Secretary  must  also  be  aware 
that  the  Constabiilai-y  in  the  counties 
and  towns  were  beyond  the  control  of 
the  Municipal  Authorities,  while  the 
contrary  was  the  ease  in  England  ;  and 
yet  the  right  hon.  Goutlomau  was  con- 
tinually drawing  comparisons  between 
the  two  cases.  If  he  would  give  the 
Irish  Local  Authorities  a  share  in  the 
control  of  the  police,  they  would  be 
quite  willing  to  bear  the  burden  in  pro- 
portion to  their  means.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  seemed  to  have  forgotten 
what  that  proportion  should  bo,  and  to 
think  they  should  pay  the  same  propor- 
tion from  their  local  resouj-ces  as  the 
people  in  England  ;  but  he  thought  the 
prfiportion  should  be  only  as  one  to 
seven.  Ireland  had  grown  poorer  ;  her 
means  of  wealth  had  been  dammed 
and  dried  up  by  a  hostile  and  inauspi- 
cious Government,  and  she  was  now 
less  able  than  she  was  at  one  time  to 
pay  a  largo  projjortion  ;  and  yet  they 
were  constantly  told  by  this  country, 
which  was  really  the  cause  of  the  poverty 
of  Ireland,  that  they  ought  always  to 
pa)'  similar  sums  to  the  amounts  paid  in 
England.  Why  did  the  Government 
think  it  so  necessary  to  protect  Mr. 
Clifford  Lloyd  when  he  went  to  n  town 
with  a  population  of  40,000,  like  Lime- 
rick ?  And  how  many  men  did  they 
think  were  required  for  that  purpose? 


An  arm  J'  of  police  he  supposed.  This 
potentate  could  not  go  out  without  a 
large  body  of  police,  not  to  protect  him, 
but  to  intimidate  the  people  ;  and  they 
hiid  heord  how  he  had  been  guarded 
even  when  going  to  garden  parties  by  a 
poi»e  of  police.  Therefore,  upon  this 
Vote  Iri>*h  Members  must  take  the  oppor- 
tunity of  calling  attention  to  these  things. 
If  more  money  was  spent  upon  those 
who  would  teach  the  people  to  refrain 
from  crime,  there  would  be  little  need 
for  the  maintenance  of  this  enormous 
army  of  police.  If  this  God-given  Go- 
vernment would  take  away  their  police 
and  their  soldiers,  and  leave  him  and 
his  Colleagues  and  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  the  County  of  Dublin  (Colo- 
nel King-Harman)  to  manage  their  own 
atl'airs,  there  would  soon  be  an  end  to 
this  difficulty.  It  was  said  that  they 
would  quarrel ;  but  what  did  Shylock 
say? — 

"If  you  prick  us,  Jo  wo  not  bleed  P  if  yoa 
ticklo  us,  do  we  not  laugh  P  il  you  poison  us,  do 
we  not  die  P  and,  if  you  wrong  us,  shall  we  not 
revenge  P  " 

He  was  sure  that  if  the  people  of  Eng- 
land could  oncc"  grasp  the  true  state  of 
things  in  Ireland  tliey  would  rise  up  as 
defenders  of  justice  to  Ireland.  Last 
night  they  had  heard  a  great  deal  of 
the  abolition  of  Slavery,  which  occurred 
50  golden  years  ago  ;  but  the  people  of 
Ireland  were  still  in  a  state  of  slavery 
under  these  English  Pashas,  and  the 
slaves  of  Jamaica  and  America  never 
sutfered  more  keenly.  But  there  was 
no  Royal  Highness,  and  there  were  no 
great  Lords,  or  a  great  people  to  take  as 
much  interest  in  tbe  wrongs  of  Ireland 
now  as  they  did  in  the  abolition  of 
Slavery  hulf-a-ceutury  ago.  When 
speaking  of  the  abolition  of  Slavery, 
these  people  did  not  forget  to  pay  a  tri- 
bute to  the  great  Irishman,  Daniel 
O'Connell,  who  hel[»ed  to  free  the  slave 
by  his  great  advocacy.  In  concluiion, 
he  would  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  tell  him,  ns  a  Liuierick  man,  who  had 
filled  the  office  of  High  Sherilf,  who  had 
lived  there  all  his  life,  aud  had  boon 
there  when  all  these  police  were  there, 
and  saw  that  thorn  were  no  cases  to  be 
tried,  how  he  coiUd  go  back  to  Limerick 
and  tell  the  citizens  to  keep  quiet  under 
this  iniquitous  tax  ?  If  ho  could  get  no 
answer  from  the  right  bun.  OentK-man, 
his  advice  to  the  people  within  the  law 
about  these  police  and  the   extra  tax 
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wonld  be  to  nse  that  pithy  sentence, 
"  call  again."  He  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  return  to  the  r6l»  of 
an  hifltorian  and  an  English  statesman, 
and  give  up  the  rdle  of  a  statesman  not 
inspired  by  Englishmen,  but  by  Dublin 
Castle.  He  had  faith  in  Englishmen, 
and  believed  that  if  they  were  well-in- 
formed upon  these  matters  they  would 
not  pursue  their  present  course  in  regard 
to  Ireland.  What  a  contrast  there  was 
between  Ministers  who  wpre  free  from 
the  fetters  of  Dublin  Castle,  and  those 
who  were  in  its  fetters !  He  hoped  the 
Chief  Secretary  would  forget  that  he 
was  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  and 
would  only  remember  that  he  was  the 
biographer  of  Lord  Macnnlay.  and  would 
not  drive  the  people  of  Ireland  to  the 
necessity  of  putting  into  practice  the 
advice  to  "call  again." 

Mb.  DEAST  said,  he  would  confine 
his  observations  to  the  extra  police  in 
the  County  and  City  of  Cork.     He  be- 
lieved that  Captain  Plunkett,  the  Dis- 
trict Resident  Magistrate,  meeting  the 
Mayor  of  Cork  in  the  street,  said  that  if 
the  Corporation  would  express  the  opi- 
nion by  resolution  that  1 70  police  were 
sufficient  to  maintain  the  peace,  20  men 
would  be  added  to  the  free  force  of  150, 
and  the  remainder  of  the   extra  force 
would  be  removed.     But  when  the  Cor- 
poration passed  such  a  resolution,  the 
Chief  Secretary  said  he  could  not  at  pre- 
sent increase  the  force  to  1 70,  and  that 
the  Corporation  would  have  to  wait  three 
years  for  that  to  be    done.      Captain 
Plunkett  must  have  known  what  the 
state  of  the  law  was,  and  he  wan  not 
satisfied  that  he  had  not,  in  this  instani  e, 
made  that  statement  in  order  to  lead  the 
Corporation  into  a  trap,  and  givo  an  ex- 
cuse for  continuing  the  force  in  the  City. 
The  extra  p<ilice  quartered  in  Cork  for 
the  last   17  years  had  cost  the  people 
£15.000,  thotifrh  no  reason  wa-*  assiirned 
forcontinuingthosemenintheCity.  Year 
after  year  the  Judges  had  declared  the  j 
City  to  be  in  a  most  peaceable  condition.  ' 
and  there  had  b<»en  n  great  absence  of  ' 
crime.     In  fact,  ho  was  sure  no  commu-  ' 
oity  in  England  could  show  such  an  ab- 
sence of  crime  as  fork  had  in  the  last  ' 
17  years;  but  he  believed  the  reason  for 
maintaining  the  police  there   was  that 
Captain  Plunkett  saw  that  the  country  ' 
was  returning  to   its  normal   state  of 
peace  and  quietude,  and  he  was  deter- 
mined to  show  that  there  was  tome  ne- 
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cessity  for  his  presence  in  the  South  of 
Ireland.     If  he  did  not  keep  up  this 
force  he  would  not  retain  his  present 
office,  for  which  he  got  £2,000  or  £3,000 
8-year.     That,    he    believed,   was  the 
reason  for  bis  action ;  but  he  was  satis- 
fied that  if  the  Chief  Secretary  had  been 
allowed  to  exercise  his  own  judgment, 
these  complaints  would  not  now  have  to 
be  made.     A  kind  of  promise  had  been 
given  that  this  extra  force,  which  now 
numbered  39  men,  should  be  reduced  by 
19,  and  that  would  still  leave  20;  but, 
owing  to  some  change  introduced  bj 
the  Divisional  Besident  Magistrate,  he 
believed    the    police    of    the    borough 
were  paraded  frequently  in  some  central 
place,  thereby  throwing  such  an  unne- 
cessary  amount  of  work  on  their  shoal* 
dera,  that  even  170  men  were  scarcely 
able  to  discharge  the  ordinary  police 
duties.     If  the  police  had  been  left  in 
the  hands  of  the  ordinary  magistrate* 
there  would  have  been  no  difficulty,  be- 
cause the  people  had  mori*  confidence  in 
them  than  in  the  magistrates  who  had 
lately  been  appointed.     If  the  Oovem- 
ment  would  listen  to  the  advise  of  the 
people,  who  really  understood  this  mat- 
ter, they  would  remove  these  police.  The 
only  duty  the  extra  policemen  had  to 
perform  was  to  dance  attendance  on  the 
Special   Resident  Magistrate.     He  had 
20  detectives  on  his  own  staff.     What 
they    did   no  one   knew,   and  yet   the 
people   were   charged    with   their  cost. 
Another  cause   of  complaint   was   that 
eight  of   the    regular    men   were    ab- 
sent from  the  City,  which  the  citizens 
did   not  get  credit   for,   and    that,    in 
consequence  of  that.  Captain  Plunkett 
pretended  that  he  had  to  keep  a  larger 
force  than  would  otherwi»e  be  necessary 
to  preserve  the  peace.     But,  strange  to 
say,  with  all  this  ftirce  in  Cork,  the  only 
crimes  of   any  consequence  which  bad 
been  committed  there  for  a  number  of 
years    had    remained    undetected,   and 
there  was  a  strong  suspicion  that  one  of 
these  crimes — a  case  of  manslatighter — 
was  committed  by  three  detectives.  The 
way  in  which  the  charge  against  those 
three  dete<-tives  had  been  investigated 
had  met  with  the  universal  disapproval 
of  the  people  of  Cork ;  the  belief  being 
that  the  officers  of  these  men  had  deli- 
berately shielded  them  from  justice,  and 
that  if  the  investigation  had  been  pro- 
perly conducted  these  men  would  have 
oeen  brought  to  justice.    However  that 
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might  be,  as  the  incident  was  now  eight 
months  old,  he  would  not  further  refer  to 
it;  but  he  would  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
whether  any  information  had  been  re- 
ceived from  Captain  Plunkett  or  from 
the  police  authorities  of  Cork  as  to  the 

Eerpetrators  of  the  outrage  which  he 
ad  already  several  times  brought  under 
his  notice — namely,  the  wrecking  of  the 
Lough  Chapel?  The  Corporation,  Magis- 
trates, Hign  Sheriff,  and  other  gentle- 
men of  position  had  several  times  peti- 
tioned the  Government  to  withdraw  the 
extra  police  from  Cork,  on  the  ground  that 
150  men  would  be  sufficient  to  maintain 
the  peace;  and,  in  1882,  the  then  Chief 
Secretary  (Mr.  W.  E.  Forster)  promised 
that  when  the  time  arrived  for  a  redis- 
tribution of  the  police,  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant woidd  consider  the  desirability  of 
removing  the  extra  police.  He  would 
like  to  ask  what  steps  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant took  in  1882  to  ascertain  whether 
it  was  necessary  to  keep  these  extra 
police  in  Cork?  He  was  inclined  to 
think  that,  as  the  Corporation  did  not 
then  refuse  to  pay  the  extra  tax,  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  did  not  take  any  steps 
to  ascertain  whether  these  men  were 
necessary.  He  hoped  these  questions 
would  be  fully  discussed  that  day,  and 
that  the  matter  would  be  carefully  con- 
sidered. The  whole  question  of  extra 
police  in  Ireland  would  be  raised  by  the 
senior  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork 
(Mr.  Parnell),  and  would  have  to  be 
discussed,  and  it  was  for  that  reason 
that  he  had  now  mainly  confined  him- 
self to  that  portion  of  the  force  in  Cork 
County  and  City.  Looking  over  the  in- 
teresting lieturns  presented  last  year,  he 
found  that  the  cost  to  the  ratepayers  in 
1882,  on  account  of  the  extra  police 
quartered  in  the  county,  was  £10,000; 
and,  as  far  as  he  could  see  from  the  He- 
turn  supplied  to  the  senior  Member  for 
Cork  (Mr.  Parnell)  last  night,  no  im- 
portant reduction  had  since  taken  place 
in  the  number  of  men  in  Cork  County. 
But  the  Judges  had  declared  at  the  As- 
sizes in  the  last  two  years  that  the  county 
of  Cork  was  in  a  very  peaceable  state  in- 
deed, and  the  number  of  outrages  was 
very  small.  Even  when  the  laie  agita- 
tions had  been  at  their  highest  point, 
the  county  of  Cork  was  in  its  normal 
condition.  Why,  then,  was  this  cost  of 
£10,000  to  be  put  upon  the  ratepayers  ? 
He  could  not  understand  it,  unless  it 
was  that  the  Government  wished  to  take 


every  opportunity  they  could  get  for  an- 
noying the  people  and  punishing  them 
for  endeavouring  to  wring  justice  from 
Parliament.  The  way  in  which  these 
police  conducted  themselves  in  the  coun» 
try  was  another  matter  upon  which  he 
had  to  find  fault.  He  would  only  refer 
to  one  case,  about  which  he  had  asked 
a  Question  in  the  House  a  week  or  two 
ago.  That  was  a  case  in  which  the 
Head  Constable  went  to  the  keeper  of 
an  hotel,  a  widow  with  six  or  seven 
children,  in  Ballydehob,  and  threatened 
her  that  if  she  permitted  meetings  of  the 
National  League  to  be  held  in  an  out- 
house attached  to  her  hotel,  he  would  op- 
pose her  application  for  a  fresh  licence  at 
the  Licensing  Sessions,  and  persuade  the 
magistrates  not  to  grant  it.  She  at  once, 
of  course,  communicated  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  National  League,  and  he  (Mr. 
Deasy)  was  then  furnished  with  the 
Question  which  he  had  put  to  the  Chief 
Secretary.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
expressed  a  very  strong  opinion  as  to 
the  conduct  of  the  Head  Constable,  and 
promised  that  he  would  not  permit  such 
a  wanton  interference  with  the  rights  of 
the  people.  He  was  perfectly  satisfied 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  pro- 
mise, and  he  did  not  think  it  necessary 
to  prolong  his  observations  now,  be- 
cause, as  he  had  said,  the  whole  ques- 
tion would  have  to  be  dealt  with  in  a 
much  more  extensive  manner.  The  Go- 
vernment, however,  had  not  the  excuse 
for  quartering  these  extra  police  on  the 
county  of  Cork,  which  they  gave  with 
regard  to  the  extra  police  in  Limerick. 
They  could  not  point  even  to  a  single 
case  of  a  boy  throwing  stones,  and,  in 
fact,  he  thought  that  if  they  looked 
through  the  calendar  of  crime  in  Cork 
they  would  find  that  it  compared  very 
favourably  with  any  county  or  city  in 
the  United  Kingdom.  There  was  one 
other  matter  to  which  he  wished  to  draw 
attention,  and  that  was  the  course 
taken  by  the  police  in  the  City  of  Cork 
four  months  ago,  after  the  election  in 
that  City.  Several  meetings  of  Queen's 
College  students  were  held  at  a  place  be- 
longing to  a  Benefit  Society.  Two  or 
three  evenings  after  these  young  gen- 
tlemen had  held  a  meeting,  and  passed 
a  resolution  in  favour  of  one  of  the  can- 
didates and  condemning  the  system  of 
the  Queen's  Colleges,  two  policemen 
visited  the  room,  and  endeavoured  to 
frighten   the  old  woman   who  was  in 


Supply —  Civil 


{COMMONS! 


Serrief  Estimttttt. 


145» 


charge  of  it  into  giving  the  names  of 
all  who  had  been  present  at  the  meet- 
ing. He  had  put  a  Question  to  the 
Chief  Secretary  upon  that  matter,  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  gave  a  very 
evasive  answer  indeed.  So  strongly  was 
that  answer  condemned  in  Cork  that  he 
had  received  several  letters  from  people 
altogether  unconnected  with  the  So- 
ciety or  with  the  Queen's  College, 
asking  him  to  press  for  further  infor- 
mation. He  believed  the  cause  of  this 
visit  was  that  a  few  weeks  before  the 
election  another  meeting  was  held  at  the 
same  place,  at  which  a  strong  resolution 
was  passed  condemning  the  way  in 
which  Captain  Plunketthad  acted  in  the 
South  of  Ireland,  and  particularly  his 
action  with  regard  to  the  public  meet- 
ings of  the  National  League  in  the 
county  of  Cork.  He  did  not  know 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
could  give  him  any  answer  as  to  the 
visit  of  the  police  to  the  rooms  of 
the  Society  in  question  ;  but  he  hoped 
he  would  give  an  assurance  that  meet- 
ings of  the  National  League  would  not 
be  suppressed  during  the  Eeeess.  There 
would,  he  was  sure,  be  great  danger  to 
the  peace  in  the  county  of  Cork,  if, 
during  the  Prorogation,  Captain  Plun- 
kett  was  allowed  to  act  as  he  had  acted 
last  winter  in  suppressing  National 
League  meetings  throughout  the  county. 
These  meetings  had  been  most  orderly, 
and  he  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  give  this  assurance  with  regard  to 
meetings  which  the  League  proposed  to 
hold  during  the  Recess.  A  series  of 
meetings  had  already  been  held,  and 
he  would  appeal  to  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  give  an  undertaking  that  they 
would  not  be  interfered  with  so  long  as 
the  people  were  orderly  and  kept  tho 
peace. 

Me.  M'MAHON  said,  there  had  been 
thousands  of  people  parading  the  streets 
of  Cork  on  one  night,  witliout  any  dis- 
turbance taking  place  ;  but  these  police, 
when  imder  the  control  of  men  of  the 
stamp  of  Captain  Plunkett,  were  a  con- 
stant source  of  irritation  to  the  people. 

CoLONHX  NOLAN  contended  that 
there  was  no  necessity  for  these  extra 
police,  and  complained  that  those  who 
paid  for  them  had  not  the  control  of 
them.  The  county  was  in  a  most  peace- 
able condition,  and  there  was  no  wish  on 
the  part  of  even  the  most  desperate  cha- 
racter to   commit  any  outrage.     If  at 
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one  time  these  extra  police  might  have 
beeu  necessary,  the  necessity  had  ceased 
two  or  three  years  ago.  There  were  a 
number  of  police  barracks  in  the  county 
which  served  no  useful  purpose,  and  in 
the  same  way  a  large  number  of  people 
received  police  protection,  which,  in  a 
great  many  case.-*,  was  quite  unnecessary, 
but  for  which  the  county  had  to  pay. 
At  the  same  time,  he  acknowledged  that 
the  responsibilitj'  of  deciding  whether 
people  needed  police  protection  or  not 
was  one  of  a  serious  nature  ;  but  unless 
it  was  very  clear  that  people  wanted 
protection,  it  should  not  be  paid  for  by 
the  county,  but  by  the  country  generally. 
The  Government  was  bound  to  protect 
the  lives  and  property  of  the  public  ;  and 
unless  there  was  a  flagrant  case  in  which 
a  man  had  been  threatened,  such  protec- 
tion camo  within  tho  ordinary  cLrcum- 
stances  of  the  general  security  of  life  and 
property  which  any  civilized  Govern- 
ment undertook  at  the  expense  of  the 
country  at  l.irge.  It  was  a  matter  of 
opinion  whether  a  particular  locality  or 
a  particular  person  should  be  protected. 
The  Chief  Secretary  might  give  this 
protection  if  he  liked ;  but  he  cer- 
tainly ought  not  to  charge  it  upon  the 
people.  The  increase  of  taxation  had 
become  enormous,  and  was  most  in- 
jurious to  the  people.  As  an  instance  of 
the  vicious  way  in  which  this  system 
worked,  he  would  mention  one  barony. 
It  was  on  tho  sea  shore ;  the  people  did 
not  want  any  rates,  and  they  refused  to 
pay  the  county  cess,  which  was  very 
heavy.  Then  they  were  charged  for 
extra  police  and  for  several  other  things 
which  came  under  tho  county  cess.  The 
Chief  Secretary  ought  to  look  into  such 
a  case  as  this,  and  see  that  in  a  poor 
locality  in  a  mountainous  district  the 
taxes  were  not  so  heavy  as  to  be  oppres- 
sive and  to  drive  the  people  into  a  state 
of  passive  resistance.  Then  there  waa 
another  district  which  was  absolutely 
free  from  crime,  but  which,  neverthe- 
less, had  to  pay  for  the  extra  police  in 
the  county.  That  tax  they  regarded  as 
simply  vindictive  punishment ;  and  he 
did  not  think  the  Government  took 
Bufhcient  trouble  with  regard  to  these 
cases.  The  Chief  Secretary,  of  course, 
could  not  visit  all  these  places,  and  he 
had  to  take  tho  advice  of  the  magis- 
trates, and  unpaid  magistrates  were 
generally  prejudiced.  Others  were  un- 
prejudiced ;    but  the    unprejudiced  did 
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not  take  the  trouble  to  write  to  Dublin 
Castle.  It  was  to  the  interest  of  the 
police  to  pretend  that  a  locality  was  in 
a  dangerous  state,  in  order  to  show  how 
efficient  they  were  in  keeping  the  peace, 
and  how  necessary  they  were,  and  how 
advisable  it  was,  in  the  interest  of  the 
Statu,  to  increase  their  emoluaients  and 
promotion ;  but  tlie  Chit^f  .Secretary 
should  be  kept  ou  his  guard  against  the 
Reports  of  people  of  this  kind.  He  did 
not  pay  the  8ii>;htest  attention  to  the 
roprosentations  of  those  who  were  elected 
by  the  people.  Questions  on  these  mat- 
ters had  been  repeatedly  put  by  hon. 
Members  who  generally  voted  with  the 
Government  on  foreign  and  other  ques- 
tions ;  but,  as  a  general  rule,  the  Go- 
vernment did  not  pay  the  slightest  at- 
tention to  the  elected  Representatives  of 
the  country.  In  his  view,  the  Chief 
Secretary  ought  to  take  care  to  obtain — 
he  knew  that  was  hard — unprejudiced 
Reports  as  to  the  state  of  the  country  ; 
and  if  there  was  no  absolute  necessity 
for  these  extra  police,  or  a  doubt  aa  to 
whether  they  were  nece8sar3',  then  he 
should  say  he  would  not  put  the  burden 
on  the  people.  A  second  rea.son  why  he 
did  not  think  the  people  nhuuld  pay  this 
tax  wag  this — English  Members  were 
not  always  aware  ot  the  manner  in  which 
the  money  was  allotted  in  Ireland  for 
police.  The  Government  found  a  cer- 
tain number  of  police  which  were  not 
charged  on  the  county ;  and  if  there 
were  any  extra  police,  then  tliey  tailed 
upon  the  county  to  pay  for  a  certain 
number  of  men  over  iheir  ordinary 
strength.  In  England  the  ci'unty  would 
decide  for  itself  whether  it  should  apply 
for  additional  police,  and  thou  the  county 
would  have  to  pay.  It  was  important 
to  insure  that  tJie  police  were  not  with- 
drawn from  their  ordinary  duties ;  but 
that  frequently  occurred.  He  was  per- 
fectly certain,  speaking  with  regard  to 
Galway,  that  the  authorities  at  the  depot 
in  Dublin  found  it  extremely  convenient 
to  keep  back  50  or  CO  men  who  ought  to 
be  in  Galway,  so  that  they  could  send 
out  three  orderlies,  instead  of  only  one, 
for  an  officer,  and  in  order  that  they 
might  be  able  to  keep  the  recruits  a 
little  longer  under  instruction.  He  had 
not  the  least  objection  to  their  doing 
that,  so  long  as  it  was  at  the  expense 
of  the  Government ;  but  he  thought  that 
when  they  charged  the  county  for  au 
extra  100  men,  and  then  only  sent  -10, 


in  order  that  the  depot  in  Dublin  might 
have  a  few  more  men  for  other  purposes, 
they  inflicted  gross  injustice  on  the  rate- 
payers of  Galway.  His  remedy  for  this 
was  very  simple,  and  was  one  which  the 
Chief  Secretary  ought  to  have  adopted 
long  ago.  There  should  be  someone  to 
inspect  the  Reports,  so  as  to  see  what 
men  were  away,  and  whether  their 
places  were  filled  up ;  and  the  Reports 
ought  to  be  open  to  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment and  others  concerned  in  Dublin. 
The  ouh'  person  who  could  be  intrusted 
with  the  inspection  of  the  Returns  would 
be  someone  representing  the  cesspayers. 
The  Government  might  say  there  were 
the  Grand  Juries  to  represent  the  cess- 
payers J  but  they  did  not  altogether  re- 
present the  cesspayers,  and  it  would  be 
useless  to  hand  over  this  duty  to  a  Grand 
Jury  unless  there  was  some  special  maa 
to  look  to  it,  who  would  not  be  in- 
fluenced by  the  general  body  of  the 
Grand  Jury.  This  plan  would  not  cost 
much  money  or  trouble,  and  ought,  he 
thought,  to  be  adopted  by  the  Govern- 
ment. For  the  last  three  years  the 
people  had  been  pacing  money  which 
ought  to  have  come  from  the  pockets  of 
the  tfovernment  on  their  own  showing. 
Ho  had  brought  furward  this  idea  of 
public  Returns  as  to  the  state  of  the 
police  lust  year,  and  the  Solicitor  Gene- 
ral fur  Ireland  then  said  he  would  look 
into  the  matter.  He  would  like  now  to 
know  what  had  been  done,  and  whether 
he,  or  any  other  Member,  could  go  and 
inspect  Returns  showing  where  men 
were,  and  why  they  were  charged  upon 
districts  when  they  were  not  in  those 
districts?  This  might  be  considered  a 
matter  of  detail ;  but  it  was  more  than 
that  to  Irish  Members,  and  he  must 
press  the  Government  to  take  steps  to 
enable  them  to  see  these  Returns.  As 
to  another  point,  the  character  of  the 
police  seemed  to  vary  a  great  deal.  In 
his  own  county  (Galway),  they  did  their 
duty  quietly  find  i  tficieutly.  During  the 
last  three  or  four  months  there  had  been 
no  compluiuts ;  but  before  that,  espe- 
cially in  the  Southern  part  of  the  county, 
they  had  been  anxious  to  pick  quarrels, 
and  had  been  euioicing  the  regulations 
with  very  bad  temper.  It  was  most 
essential  that,  if  there  was  any  excite- 
ment, the  polii:e  should  act  with  good 
temper  and  moderation  ;  but,  instead  of 
that,  their  action  had,  in  many  oases, 
tended  to  provoke  quarrels  and  disturb- 
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ances.  They  had  been  very  imtatiDg 
at  Loughrea  towards  the  people,  and 
one  of  the  officers  had  encouraged  them 
in  that  foolish  practice.  He  saw  an  in- 
stance of  it  himself.  He  attended  a 
meeting,  which  was  very  quiet  and 
orderly,  and  nobody  who  was  there 
wished  to  interfere  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree with  the  police  constable  who  was 
in  attendance,  if  he  would  only  remain 
quiet.  The  constable,  however,  acted 
most  ostentatiously ;  indeed,  it  was  evi- 
dent his  instructions  were  to  make  as 
much  fuss  and  as  much  of  a  demonstra- 
tion as  possible.  The  chairman  of  the 
meeting  was  very  efficient,  and,  fortu- 
nately, everything  passed  off  quietly. 
If  the  police  were  anxious  to  interfere 
with  the  people,  it  was  not  to  be  won- 
dered at  if  conflicts  occasionally  occurred. 
All  he  asked  was  that  the  authorities 
should  send  to  the  town  of  Loughrea 
efficient  and  good-tempered  constables, 
and  not  encourage  the  officers  to  get  in 
conflict  with  the  inhabitants.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  that,  in  many  instances, 
the  police,  instead  of  setting  an  example 
of  moderation  and  good  sense,  went  out 
of  their  way,  as  they  certainly  did  in 
Loughrea,  to  arouse  the  indignation  of 
the  people,  and  cause  petty  fights.  Com- 
plaints to  this  effect  were  constantly 
reaching  him  from  different  parts  of  Ire- 
land, and  he  could  not  help  thinking 
they  were  well-founded. 

Mb.  JUSTIN  M'CARTHY  said,  there 
were  two  or  three  points  to  which  he 
wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary. 
One  point  to  which  he  would  particularly 
direct  the  attention  of  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  was  the  wholesome  monotony 
in  the  expressions  of  the  Judges  of  Assize 
with  regard  to  the  present  condition  of 
Ireland.  The  Charges  of  the  Judges  of 
Assize  showed  that  from  Antrim  to  Cork 
and  from  Oalway  to  Drogheda  there 
was  a  remarkable  and  unprecedented 
absence  of  serious  crime.  Only  that 
morning  he  took  up  an  Irish  paper  in 
which  he  saw  the  statement  that  at  the 
recent  Assizes  there  was  no  case  of 
general  interest  to  the  public.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  crime  and  popular  excite- 
ment appeared  to  exist  to  a  greater  ex- 
tent in  those  places  where  extra  police 
were  quartered  than  in  any  other.  He 
supposed  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
OMef  Secretary  would  say  that  special 
police  were  only  sent  to  districts  where 
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there  was  crime ;  but  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary would    see,   if    he  examined  the 
matter  carefully,  that  some  of  the  places 
in  which  disturbance  and  crime  pre- 
vailed  were  particularly  quiet  before  the 
extra  police  were  sent  there.  He  trusted 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  take 
the  recent  statements  of  the  Judges  of 
Assize  into  account  in  any  future  police 
arrangements  for  the  country.    Another 
point  he  wished  to  direct  the  attention  of 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  was  that  in  almost 
every  case,  if  not  in  every  case,  where 
the  Resident  Magistrate  asked  for  extra 
police,  the  request  was  made  without  any 
consultation  with  the  ordinary  Bench  of 
Magistrates.     He  did   not  think   thai 
ought   to  be  the  case  ;    the  Hesident 
Magistrate  ought  in  such  matters  to  take 
the   advice  of   his   colleagues    on   the 
Bench.      Another   thing    to  which   he 
would  direct  the  attention  of  the  Chief 
Secretary  was  that  in  the  majority  of 
cases  the  extra  police  were  not  stationed 
under  the  Prevention  of  Crime  Act,  but 
under  previous  legislation.      He   held 
that  if  extra  police  were  required,  they 
ought  to  form  part  of  the  permanent 
force  of  the  country,  and  ought  to  be 
paid  for  by  the  Government,  and  not  be 
an  extra  charge  on  the  country.     Then, 
he  should  like  to  say  a  word  or  two 
upon  the  question  which  his  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  Deasy)  referred  to — namely,  that 
of  the  extraordinary  treatment  of  the 
Cork  Collegians  upon  the  occasion   of 
a  recent  meeting  of  theirs.     He  felt  a 
personal  interest  in  the  City  of  Cork. 
He  was  born  there,  and  at  one  time  be- 
longed to  the  same  class  as  the  young 
men  now  attending  the  Cork  College. 
He  could  hardly  imagine  anything  more 
wantonly  oppressive  than  to  send  the 
police  to  watch  the  proceedings  of  these 
young  students  on  the  occasion  of  their 
meeting  to  pass  a  resolution  in  favour  of 
the  Candidature  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Deasy).  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  knew  perfectly  well 
that  in  thetimesof  the  Wars  of  Napoleon, 
the  patriotic  spirit,  extinguished  in  al- 
most  every   other    class  in    Germany, 
was  kept  alive  by  the  young  men   of 
the  Colleges ;    and   it   was  the    spark 
from   their  patriotic    feeling  which  lit 
up    the    whole    country.      He    hoped, 
therefore,  that  in  future  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  be  as  careful  as  pos- 
sible not  to  allow  his  policemen  to  in- 
terfere with  the  demonstrations  of  the 
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students  of  Ireland,  unless  there  was 
the  pravest  and  most  pressing  pause. 
Furthermore,  he  thought  the  Executive 
Government  ehould,  ns  far  as  possible, 
discontinue  the  employment  of  members 
of  the  Police  Force  as  shorthand  writers 
to  take  down  the  speeches  of  National 
and  popular  speakers.  He  did  not  know 
whethfr  the  Chief  Socrotary  knew  any- 
thing about  shorthiuul  writing  ;  but  he 
(Mr.  Justin  M'Carthy)  knew  that  it  was 
a  very  ditHcult  art  to  acquire  with  any- 
thing like  facility.  He  remembered 
Lord  Palraerston  once  saying  in  the 
House  of  Commons  that  he  had  given 
some  study  to  shorthand,  and  he  found 
he  could  write  it  well  enough,  but 
when  he  had  written  the  notes  he  could 
not  read  a  word  nf  them.  That  he 
(Mr.  Justin  M'Carthy)  fancied  was  very 
often  what  happened  with  the  gentlemen 
of  the  Irish  Police  Force.  It  was,  un- 
doubtedly, more  difficult  to  learn  short- 
hand than  some  foreign  languages, 
and  he  could  not  believe  that  Irish 
police  officers  could  be  efficient  sliort- 
Land  writers.  He  might  give  an  illus- 
tration of  the  way  in  which  police  short- 
hand writers  took  notes.  He  once  made 
a  speecli  in  his  own  county,  and  the 
ehorthand  notes  taken  of  his  remarks  by 
a  policeman  were  produced  in  the  State 
Trials.  He  did  not  know  whether  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary thought  he  (Mr.  Justin  M'Carthy) 
ever  talked  sedition ;  but,  if  he  did,  he 
would  perhaps  admit  that  the  sedition 
would  probably  be  couched  in  decent 
English.  He  could  assure  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  however,  that  in  the  report  of 
his  speech  there  was  neither  sense,  nor 
meaning,  nor  construction,  norgframmar. 
That  was  of  no  consequence,  becau.se  he 
■was  not  charged  with  any  seditious  of- 
fence; but  it  might  have  been  in  the  case 
of  some  younger  man  carried  away  by 
the  excitement  of  the  moment ;  it  might 
easily  have  been  made  to  appear  that 
a  speaker  said  the  very  opposite  to 
what  he  did  say.  Again,  he  happened 
to  be  in  the  county  of  Waterford,  and  it 
was  announced  he  would  deliver  a  lec- 
ture to  a  purely  Literary  Association 
upon  a  purely  literary  subject.  Ho  was 
favoured  with  the  presence  of  a  couple 
of  shorthand  writers,  although  he  had 
nothing  to  suy  that  might  not  have  been 
delivered  to  a  Church  Congress.  Ho 
now  asked  the  Chief  8ecretai-y  whether 
be  would  not  direct  that,  as  far  as  pos- 


sible, public  men  who  were  going  to 
make  speeches,  especially  on  purely 
literary  topics,  should  not  be  honoured 
by  the  presence  of  any  of  those  unpro- 
fessional shorthand  writers,  who  were 
supposed  to  be  sent  as  guardians  of  law 
and  order  ?  These  were  two  or  throe 
roints  he  pressed  on  the  attention  of  the 
Chief  Secretary,  and  he  thought  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  by  attending 
to  them  would  do  a  good  deal  more  to 
secure  contentment  and  good  order  in 
Ireland  than  he  couhl  by  any  extra 
police  he  quartered  on  the  country. 

Mit.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN  said,  he 
thought  the  S3'stem  of  charging  extra 
police  in  Ireland  upon  particular  locali- 
ties was  a  barbarous  device,  and  one 
that  worked  very  unfairly  and  inequi- 
tably. No  doubt,  there  were  historical 
precedents  for  it.  The  Norman  tyrants 
of  old  inflicted  such  injuries  upon  the 
Snxons ;  but  the  system  certainly  could 
not  be  considered  applicable  to  the 
present  day.  Extra  police  might  some- 
times be  required  in  some  parts  of  the 
country  ;  but  a  reasonable  thing  to  do  in 
that  case  was  to  let  the  charge  for  those 
police  fall  upon  the  general  fund,  be- 
cause, see  how  the  matter,  as  it  now 
stood,  worked.  It  was  well  known  that 
the  men  who  met  together  and  concocted 
outrages  and  atrocities,  took  every  pos- 
sible care  that  their  secret  should  only 
be  known  to  a  very  narrow  circle. 
That  was  notoriously  the  state  of  the 
case,  and  yet  it  was  found  that  the 
punishment  for  whatever  offence  was 
committed  was  levied  upon  a  wide  dis- 
trict of  the  country,  and  people  who 
had  not  been  privy  to  the  outrages,  and 
who  did  not  even  sympathize  with  them 
or  approve  of  them,  people  who  often 
were  very  badly  able  to  pay  this  unjust 
taxation,  were  called  upon  to  pay  these 
iniquitous  taxes.  There  had  been  very 
striking  instances  of  the  unfair  working 
of  the  system.  A  gentleman  in  the 
county  of  Westmeath,  whose  sister-in- 
law  was  killed  by  a  shot  intended,  it 
was  generally  believed,  for  the  gentle- 
man himself — at  all  events,  for  whomso- 
ever it  was  intended  it  certainly  was  not 
intended  for  the  lady — and  the  district 
was  taxed  and  fined  in  order  to  pay 
compensation  to  the  relatives  ;  a  portion 
of  the  compensation  actually  was  to  be 
paid  by  the  brother-in-law  of  the  lady 
who  was  in  the  carriage  with  her  and  at 
whom,  it   was  believed,  the  shot  was 
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fired.  That  was  a  specimen  of  the 
working  of  that  splendid  machinery  for 
repression  of  crime  in  Ireland.  This 
gentleman,  the  brother-in-law  of  the 
lady  who  lost  her  life,  wonnded  in 
heart  and  bleeding  internally  from  the 
cruelty  he  witnessed  and  the  loss  he 
sustained,  was  asked  by  this  British 
Government  to  pay  a  tax  as  if  he  were 
associated,  or  as  if  he  sympathized,  with 
the  crime  that  had  been  committed  ;  he 
was  asked  to  pay  a  portion  of  the  com- 
pensation which  was  to  be  awarded 
to  the  relatives  of  the  deceased  lady. 
There  was  another  instance  of  this  hate- 
ful system  in  another  part  of  Ireland. 
The  nuns  residing  within  the  peaceful 
walls  of  their  convent,  spending  their 
days  and  nights  in  prayer  and  good 
works,  were  served  with  notice  that  they 
had  to  pay  a  share  of  taxation  for  the 
compensation  for  some  outrages  com- 
mitted. Could  anything  be  more  unjust 
or  unfair  ?  If  outrages  occurred,  and  if 
extra  police  were  required  in  some  locali- 
ties, surely  it  was  the  business  of  the 
whole  community ;  it  was  the  business 
of  the  British  Government  to  send  the 
necessary  force  for  the  preservation  of 
order  and  to  pay  for  them  themselves. 
There  was  also  this  additional  argument 
in  the  case.  Was  the  British  Govern- 
ment free  from  responsibility  for  the 
disorders  in  Ireland  ?  Could  the  British 
Government  hold  its  head  up  and  say — 
"  We  are  innocent  in  this  matter,  we 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  promotion 
of  disturbance  or  the  cause  of  discon- 
tent in  Ireland?"  Why,  the  British 
Government — he  did  not  allude  to  any 
particular  Administration  —  was  itself 
the  chief  offender ;  the  mal-adminis- 
tration  of  the  British  Government  in 
Ireland  was  to  blame  for  whatever  dis- 
order and  disturbance  and  discontent 
arose  in  that  country,  and  therefore  no 
one  had  a  better  right  to  pay  for  the 
extra  police  quartered  on  the  country 
than  the  British  taxpayer.  Now,  he  be- 
believed  that  in  the  county  of  Westmeath 
there  were  about  86  extra  police — 
the  Chief  Secretary,  of  course,  was  in  a 
better  position  to  give  the  correct 
figures  than  he  [Mv.  Sullivan)  was — 
there  were,  he  believed  about  86  extra 
police  in  the  county,  and  he  supposed 
that  the  cost  of  that  extra  force  would 
be  something  like  £8,000  per  annum. 
On  the  average  it  was  a  little  less  than 
£100  a-year  per  man.    That  was  a  large 
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amount  to  be  levied  upon  a  particular 

locality. 

Mb.  TEEVELTAN  pointed  out  that 
only  a  moiety  of  the  sum  was  paid  by 
the  county ;  he  believed  that,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  it  was  about  £2,600. 

Mb.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN  thanked  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  for  the  correc- 
tion; but  the  charge  of  £2,600  was 
quite  sufficient  for  his  argument.  If  the 
tax  were  levied  upon  the  whole  county 
it  would  fall  pretty  lightly  upon  indivi- 
duals ;  but  levied  as  it  was  upon  a  small 
area,  it  became  a  very  oppressive  tax. 
And  it  must  be  borne  in  mind,  too,  that 
the  tax,  levied  as  it  was  upon  limited 
areas,  was,  strictly  speaking,  paid  by 
people  who  were  innocent  of  any  partici- 
pation in  the  crime  and  who  entirely 
disapproved  of  it.  This  taxation  was 
no  cure  for  the  evil  complained  of.  The 
few  men  who  made  up  their  minds,  for 
one  reason  or  another,  to  perpetrate 
these  outrages,  would  never  be  deterred 
by  the  consideration  that  a  tax  would 
be  levied  upon  any  particular  district. 
They  were  desperate  men,  and  forgot  the 
terrible  consequences  that  might  accrue 
to  themselves  from  their  action;  and 
was  it  to  be  supposed  they  were  going 
to  be  deterred  from  their  evil  practices 
by  the  consideration  that  a  tax  of  It.  in 
the  pound,  or  lOt/.,  or  2«.,  as  the  case  mig-ht 
be,  would  be  levied  upon  a  certain  part 
of  the  country  if  the  crime  they  contem- 
plated were  committed?  He  claimed 
from  these  considerations  that  this 
system  of  taxation  was  unjust,  that  it 
worked  no  good,  but  that,  on  the  contrary, 
itworked  great  harm.  Let  the  Committee 
see  what  means  the  Government  took 
to  discourage  crime  and  outrage  in 
particular  localities,  to  produce  content- 
ment, and  to  preserve  peace.  A  man 
from  the  county  of  Westmeath,  who  con- 
fessed to  having  been  a  participator  in 
criminal  matters,  and  to  having  been  a 
conspirator  for  the  perpetration  of  murder 
and  outrage,  turned  an  informer  some 
time  ago  against  his  fellow-conspirators. 
What  did  the  Government  do  with  this 
odious  man,  upon  whose  information 
his  accomplices  were  prosecuted  to  con- 
viction? Did  they  send  him  out  of  the 
country;  did  they  send  him  to  some 
place  where  his  previous  career  would 
have  been  unknown,  where  his  bad  cha- 
racter would  not  have  been  notorious, 
and  where,  consequently,  his  presence 
would  be  no  incentive  to  disturbance 
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and  disorder  ?  No  ;  the  Government 
allowed  this  man  to  retm-n  to  the  very 
part  of  the  country  from  which  ho 
came;  they  allowed  him  to  resume  his 
ordinary  mode  of  living  in  the  place 
where  ho  was  naturally  and  inevitably 
hated  and  detested  by  everybody,  espe- 
cially by  those  whose  relatives,  connec- 
tions, and  friends  he  had  sent  to  penal 
servitudo,  or  to  the  gallows.  The  Qo- 
verument  let  tlint  man  come  to  the  very 
spot  whore  they  knew  his  presence  must 
be  hated,  and  especially  by  one  class. 
And  what  more  diil  they  do?"  They  sent 
n  police  force  there  to  protect  him.  That, 
certainly,  was  not  the  way  in  which  to 
promote  quietude,  contentment,  and  good 
order  in  that  part  of  the  country,  or, 
indeed,  in  any  other  part  of  the  country. 
As  he  had  said,  thoy  sent  n  police  force 
with  the  man,  and  planted  a  hut  there 
for  their  accommodation.  Just  a  word 
with  regard  to  informers.  He  knew  it 
was  said  that  infonnei-s  assisted  in  bring- 
ing criminals  to  justice,  and  that  on  that 
account  there  was  something  to  be  said 
for  them  ;  but  it  must  bo  recoUcotod  that 
it  did  not  follow  at  all  that  informers 
did,  in  veiy  many  cases,  aid  in  doing 
justice  ;  they  aided  in  doing  injustice, 
inasmuch  as  they  had  been  the  cause  of 
innocent  men  being  brought  to  the  prison 
or  to  the  gallows.  The}'  had  a  direct 
incentive  so  to  do,  in  the  fact  that  by 
prosecuting  a  man  to  conviction,  whe- 
ther innocent  or  guilty,  they  saved  their 
own  necks.  He  had  the  firm  belief  that 
many  of  the  informers  in  Ireland  had, 
for  the  sake  of  saving  their  own  necks, 
or  saving  themselves  from  penal  servi- 
tude, g^ven  testimony  on  oath  that  was 
very  acceptable  to  the  Cxovemment,  but 
which  was  decidedly  uutrue.  Ho  main- 
tained that  the  course  pursued  by  the 
Government  in  the  case  of  the  informer 
to  whom  he  had  referred  was  unbecom- 
ing, unwise,  and  improper;  it  was  re- 
monstrated against  by  the  clergy  of  the 
locality.  They  knew  the  danger  of  hav- 
ing this  odious  man  reinstated  in  the 
Eart  of  the  country  to  which  he  formerly 
elonged,  and  they  sent  a  Memorial  on 
the  subject  to  His  Excellency  the  Lord 
Lieutenant.  In  that  Memorial  they 
said — 

"  We  have  heard  that  it  is  intended  to  allow 
Crowe,  the  informer  in  the  recent  conspiracy 
trials,  lu  return  to  his  former  place  of  abode : 
we  believe  that  his  presence  would  seriously 
endangar  the  public  peace." 


Such  was  the  representation  made  to 
His  Excellency  in  the  interest  of  peace, 
order,  and  quietness,  and  surely  it  was 
worthy  attention.  It  received,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  very  little  attention — at  all 
events,  no  practical  action  was  taken 
upon  it  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  The 
Memorialists  wont  on  to  say — 

"  Therefore,  wo  humbly  pray  Your  Eicel- 
Icnoy  will  make  it  a  condition  of  his  pitrdoa 
that  ho  shall  reside  elsewhere." 

The  Memorial  was  signed  by  the  Catholio 
clergymen  of  the  locality,  men  who  were 
anxious  for  the  peace  and  good  order 
of  the  district ;  but  it  was  disregarded 
by  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  who  chose  to 
send  Crowe,  who,  upon  his  own  confes- 
sion, stood  convicted  of  outrage  and 
crime,  to  the  place  from  whence  he  came, 
and  amongst  the  people  whose  hearts 
and  feelings  were  excited  and  exaspe- 
rated by  his  conduct.  Such  were  some 
of  the  beauties  of  British  government 
and  British  rule  in  Ireland.  He  main- 
tained that  in  many  cases  the  protection 
police  were  not  necessary  at  all,  and  that 
thoy  were  got  from  the  Government  by 
representations  made  by  liesideut  Ma- 
gistrates and  others.  But  who  convinced 
the  Resident  Magistrates  of  the  neces- 
sity of  such  police  ?  About  a  month 
ago  he  asked,  in  tlie  House,  the  Chief 
Secretary  a  Question  concerning  a  lady 
in  the  county  of  Kerry  named  Miss 
Lucy  Thompson.  Miss  Lucy  had  a 
force  of  six  policemen  to  take  charge  of 
her,  and  she  was  very  proud  of  her 
escort,  and  the  men  themselves  seemed 
to  be  very  pleased  with  their  employ- 
ment. The  belief  of  all  weU-informed 
people  was  that  Miss  Lucy  was  in  no 
more  danger  of  attack  or  outrage  than 
any  Member  of  the  House  ;  but  a  friend 
of  her's — some  Pasha  in  the  shape  of  a 
Kesident  Magistrate — recommended  that 
the  force  should  be  sent  down  for  her 
protection.  Ho  oskod  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary, the  other  day,  if  the  policemen 
were  tenants  of  Miss  Lucy  Thompson, 
and  whether  she,  consequently,  had  any 
pecuniary  interest  in  the  retention  of  the 
force  ?  And  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
wos  good  enough  to  say  that  such  mat- 
tors  well  deserved  looking  into.  He  be- 
lieved the  right  hon.  Gentleman  inti- 
mated that  ho  would  have  inquiries  made 
on  the  subject ;  and,  therefore,  if  it  was 
within  the  memory  of  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary, he  (Mr.  Sullivan)  would  be  glad  to 
learn,  before  the  debate  closed,  whether 
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the  protecting  force  were  tenants  of  the 
lady?  The  belief  in  the  locality  cer- 
tainly was  that  the  force  was  not  needed ; 
therefore,  their  retention  was  a  great 
outrage  upon  the  people.  Now,  there 
was  another  lady  of  even  more  warlike 
and  dashing  deportment  than  Miss 
Lucy  Thompson.  He  referred  to  Miss 
Gardner,  who  lived  iu  the  West  of  Ire- 
land. He  did  not  know  how  many  police- 
men she  had  for  her  protection ;  but  her 
house  was  a  little  arsenal,  and  she  her- 
self went  about  heavily  armed  like  a 
trooper.  There  was,  of  course,  a  ridi- 
culous aspect  in  the  matter ;  but  it  was 
very  annoying  and  provoking  to  the 
people  of  the  locality  to  see  this  heroine 
flourishing  about,  armed  and  equipped 
in  that  fashion.  He  had  often  won- 
dered, considering  this  lady's  great 
military  capacity,  why  the  Govern- 
ment had  not  thought  it  right  to  em- 
ploy her  in  the  Soudan;  he  certainly 
thought  she  would  have  given  as  good 
an  account  of  herself  against  the  Mahdi 
as  scores  of  the  warriors  the  Government 
had  sent  out  against  him.  The  presence 
of  these  extra  policemen  was  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  an  encouragement  to 
bad  landlords  and  bad  landladies  all  over 
the  country;  they  felt  that  they  were 
superior  to  public  opinion,  and  that  they 
Could  defy  the  common  feelings  of  the 
people  ;  that  they  could  do  just  as  they 
liked  within  the  limits  of  the  law ;  and 
there  was  no  compulsion  upon  them  to 
soften  their  hearts  and  do  justice  to  the 
people  round  them.  The  readiness  of 
the  Government  to  send  out  an  extra 
police  force  was  an  encouragement  to 
landlords  and  landladies  to  continue  in 
a  state  of  hostility  to  their  neighbours. 
He  should  like  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
inform  them  what  earthly  need  there 
was  for  86  extra  policemen  to  be  quar- 
tered upon  Westmeath?  He  granted 
that  some  outrages  had  been  committed 
in  some  particular  localities;  but  he 
could  not  grant  that  the  localities  were 
in  any  way  responsible  for  them.  Agra- 
rian outrages  were  committed,  as  a  rule, 
by  small  parties  of  men  who  laid  their 
plans  in  private,  and  carried  them  out 
with  all  possible  secrecy.  The  localities, 
as  he  had  said,  could  not  be  held  re- 
sponsible for  them,  and,  therefore,  to 
put  a  heavy  tax  upon  the  people,  mostly 
struggling  tenant  farmers  who  were 
totally  unable  to  bear  the  infliction,  was 
As  gross  an  injustice  as  it  was  possible 

Mr.  T.  D.  Sullivan 


to  conceive.  He  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  would 
consider  whether  the  enormous  extra 
force  of  86  men  in  Westmeath  ought 
not  to  be  greatly  reduced,  and  whether 
the  whole  system  of  charging  extra  police 
upon  localities  was  not  one  that  should 
be  discontinued. 

Me.  JUSTIN  HUNTLY  M'CAETHY 
said,  that,  unfortunately,  the  very  ob- 
jectionable dynasty  of  Besident  Magis- 
trates was  by  no  means  extinct  in  Ireland. 
For  example,  Cork  was  cursed  with  the 
presence  of  a  particularly  objectionable 
specimen  of  this  dominant  race.  The 
Government  seemed  to  have  an  almost 
marvellous  instinct  for  finding  out  the 
kind  of  men  who  were  most  likely  to  be 
distasteful  to  the  Irish  people,  and 
making  them  captains  over  them.  Cap- 
tain Flunkett  had  succeeded  in  makine 
himself  exceedingly  objectionable  and 
unpopular  in  Cork  in  quite  a  variety 
of  ingenious  ways.  One  of  the  devices 
this  magistrate  had  adopted  was  the 
frequent  shifting  of  members  of  the 
police  force.  A  large  number  of  the 
police  force  in  Cork  were  comparatively 
popular  with  their  fellow-townsmen; 
that  was  to  say,  they  were  of  the  same 
faith,  and  in  many  ways  were  in  eym- 

Eathy  with  the  people.  Captain  Plunkett, 
owever,  had  adopted  the  ingenious 
method  of  transplanting  such  constables 
to  the  North  of  Ireland,  and  bringing 
down  from  the  North  a  large  number  of 
young  and  inexperienced  policemen,  un- 
sympathetic in  feeling  and  almost  dia- 
metrically opposed  in  faith  and  race. 
By  that  process  he  contrived  to  make 
the  citizens  of  Cork,  not  only  personally 
uncomfortable,  but  to  have  little  trust 
in  the  administration  of  the  law.  More- 
over, Captain  Plunkett  had  deprived 
many  of  the  ordinary  magistrates — who 
were  not  conspicuously  or  remarkably 
unpopular  magistrates — of  almost  any 
power  whatever.  The  extra  police  in 
Cork  had  been  very  largely  increased 
since  Captain  Plunkett  came  there ;  in- 
deed, it  was  a  curious  fact  that  wher- 
ever members  of  this  particular  school 
of  Eesident  Magistrates  arrrived  the 
extra  police  were  almost  invariably  in- 
creased. It  was  so  when  Mr.  Clifford 
Lloyd  came  to  Limerick.  The  presence 
in  that  historic  city  of  Mr.  Clifibrd  Lloyd 
was  almost  immediately  followed  by  an 
increase  of  the  police.  The  question  of 
the  extra  police  was  a  serious  one  for 
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the  Irish  people,  and  very  naturally 
thi'V  strongly  objected  to  the  way  in 
which  half  of  this  obnoxious  tnx  was  to 
be  paid  by  the  ooaupier.  If  any  proper 
portion  of  the  tax  were  paid  by  land- 
lords, the  Government,  no  doubt,  would 
have  long  since  abolished  this  wholly 
indefensible  tax. 

Mr.  KENNY  said,  that  Irish  Mem- 
bei-a  had  up  to  this  attacked  this  Vote, 
on  the  ground  of  the  extraordinary  and 
entirely  unjustifiable  manner  in  whii-h 
extra  police  were  drafted  into  almost 
every  county  in  the  South  of  Ireland. 
Extra  police  were  quartered  upon  par- 
ticular counties  under  two  Statutes. 
Tbo  first  of  these  Statutes  was  that  of 
JVill.  IV.,  under  which  the  Treasury 
liaid  half  the  cost  of  the  force,  and  the 
county  cess  was  levied  for  half.  The 
majority  of  the  extra  police  drafted  into 
the  Irish  counties  were  so  drafted  under 
the  Act  of  Will.  IV. ;  but  there  wert'  a 
f^reat  number  of  extra  police  drafted 
into  the  counties  under  the  Prevention 
of  Crime  Act,  and  whi-n  police  were 
drafted  into  a  district  under  that  Act 
the  district  became  liable  for  the  cost  of 
the  force  ;  and  it  not  unfroquently  hap- 
pened that  policemen  were  quartered  in 
out-of-the-way  districts,  so  that  the  tax 
for  their  maintenani'e  proved  very  bur- 
densome to  the  ])eople.  There  were 
oases  in  which  curtain  localities  had  been 
taxed  to  the  extent  of  Via.  or  14«.  in  the 
pound  for  the  statT  of  extra  police.  He 
complained  that,  in  the  majority  of  in- 
Btauees,  the  presence  of  extra  police 
was  entirely  and  absolutely  unnecessary. 
The  fact  was,  there  were  too  many 
policemen  in  Ireland.  Three  or  four 
years  ago,  a  great  elfort  was  made  to 
recruit  the  Police  Force  in  Ireland.  The 
original  number  of  the  Force  was  some- 
thing like  10,000;  he  should  think  the 
present  number  was  15,000.  The  Go- 
vernment did  not  know  what  to  do  with 
their  policemen,  and  the  result  was  that, 
partly  with  the  object  of  getting  rid  of 
them,  they  sent  them  down  to  places 
where  their  presence  was  absolutely  un- 
required, and  taxed  the  county  with  the 
moiety  of  their  expense.  He  entirely 
objected  to  the  adoption  of  such  a  prin- 
ciple. His  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
the  City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Parnell)  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  yesterday  whether 
he  would  give  a  Return,  or  state  in 
reply,  the  number  of  extra  police  drafted 
into  the  different  couutiea  in  Ireland? 


The  Chief  Secretary  stated  that  it  would 
be  inconvenient  to  reply  to  the  Question 
within  the  usual  limits  of  an  nnsiver; 
but  he  would  be  glad  to  place  the  hon. 
Gentleman  in  possession  of  the  facts.  It 
would  be  of  interest  to  the  Committee 
to  hear  from  tho  Chief  Secretary,  in  his 
speech  upon  this  question  later  on,  a 
statement  as  to  the  number  of  extra 
police  quartered  in  the  various  counties 
of  Ireland,  not  only  under  the  Preven- 
tion of  Crime  Act,  but  under  the  Act  of 
mil.  IV.  Ho  (Mr.  Kenny)  had  fre- 
quently noticed  that,  when  he  had  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  under  what  Act 
certain  extra  police  w«re  quartered  in  a 
given  district,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
invariably  succeeded  in  getting  out  of 
the  responsibility  of  answering  the  Ques- 
tion by  stating  that  he  was  not  in- 
formed, or  something  to  that  effect,  or 
else  that  the  immediate  district  was  not 
taxed  for  the  maintenance  of  the  force. 
That  was  a  disingenuous  method  of 
avoiding  questions  upon  the  subject.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  the  localities  were  taxed, 
and  taxed  very  heavily.  If  extra  police 
were  drafted  into  a  district  under  the 
Act  of  Will.  IV.,  a  moiety  of  the  ex- 
pense would,  of  course,  be  defrayed  out 
of  the  Consolidated  Fund  ;  but  if  a  hut 
was  erected  for  the  men's  accommo- 
dation, the  entire  expense  of  tlie  build- 
ing would  be  thrown  on  the  district,  so 
that  in  one  way  or  another  it  was  con- 
trived to  seriously  tax  every  district  in 
which  the  extra  police  were  brought. 
Ho  would  come  later  on  to  a  few  special 
instances  in  which  the  drafting  of  extra 
police  into  a  district  was  entirely  un- 
necessary. But,  previous  to  doing  so, 
he  would  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
tho  Chief  Secretary  to  state,  in  his 
reply,  what  was  tho  present  position  of 
Mr.  Jenkinson  ?  To  the  general  public 
in  Ireland  the  position  of  Mr.  Jenkinsou 
was  a  complete  mystery.  He  desired  to 
know  whether  Mr.  Jenkinson  was  to  be 
paid  under  this  Vote,  or,  if  not,  under 
what  Vote  he  was  to  be  paid  ?  If  Mr. 
Jenkinsou's  pay  had  ceased  in  Ireland, 
perhaps  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
toll  the  Committee  when  it  did  so.  AVas 
it  proposed  to  reappoint  him  in  Ireland? 
If  BO,  what  position  was  he  to  hold  in 
the  future  ?  They  also  wanted  to  have 
a  clear  understanding  with  regard  to 
Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd.  The  other  even- 
ing, when  the  Magisti-ates'  (Ireland) 
Baiariea  Bill  was  brought  forward,  the 
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Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Court- 
ney) ventured  the  statement  that  Mr. 
Clifford  Lloyd  would  not  be  one  of 
the  magistrates  appointed  under  that 
Bill.  He  (Mr.  Kenny)  desired  to  know 
whether  the  fortunes  of  that  Bill  had 
in  any  way  affected  the  fortunes  of 
Mr.  Jenkinson?  Mr.  Jenkinson  was 
now  a  pensioner  under  the  Crown,  and 
received  something  like  £1,000  a-year 
for  services  he  had  rendered  in  the  past. 
It  was  somewhat  too  bad  to  have  him 
foisted  on  the  people  of  Ireland,  as  he 
believed  it  was  proposed,  because,  when 
it  was  found  inconvenient  to  continue 
the  gentleman  in  the  position  of  Director 
of  Criminal  Prosecutions,  the  Govern- 
ment went  to  the  trouble  of  introducing 
a  Bill  in  the  House  to  make  provision 
for  his  further  maintenance.  There  was 
an  item  in  the  Vote,  under  the  head  of 
"  Good  Service  Pay,"  for  five  County  In- 
spectors. He  believed  that  four  of  those 
Inspectors  were  Captain  Beed,  Captain 
Plunkett,  Mr.  Butler,  and  Mr.  Slagg. 
He  should  like  to  know  whether  County 
Inspector  Smith,  the  gentleman  who 
issued  the  famous  Circular  to  the  police, 
instructing  them  to  shoot  down  any  per- 
son they  saw  looking  in  a  menacing 
manner  towards  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd,  was 
one  of  the  gentlemen  who  was  to  receive 
good  service  pay  ?  It  looked  very  like 
a  matter  in  which  the  Irish  Government 
desired  to  patronize  the  persons  who 
offended  most  violently  against  popular 
feeling  in  Ireland,  if  County  Inspector 
Smith  was  to  be  one  of  the  five  gentle- 
men rewarded.  There  was  an  enormous 
difference  between  this  year  and  last,  in 
the  allowances  which  were  made  to  the 
Constabulary.  The  difference  consisted 
in. an  increase  of  £22,000.  He  should 
like  to  know  how  the  extraordinary 
change  from  £66,000  to  £77,000  had 
been  brought  about  ?  Furthermore,  in 
the  ordinary  pay  of  the  police,  there  was 
an  increase  of  £20,000  making  altoge- 
ther an  increase  in  those  two  items  on 
this  Vote  of  over  £42,000.  These  were 
increases  which  required  explanation. 
They  were  very  grave  and  serious  items, 
and  it  was  too  bad  to  have  the  expense 
of  the  Constabulary  increasing  year  by 
year  in  Ireland,  especially  now,  when 
the  services  of  the  police  were  more  than 
ever  unnecessary.  Wherever  they  went 
in  Ireland  they  found  the  country  swarm- 
ing with  policemen.  If  they  drove  along 
a  road  they  found  a  police  hut  at  every 

Mr.  Kenny 


corner;  policemen  were  to  be  seen  at 
every  turn,  and  in  the  most  out-of-tho- 
way  places,  and  for  this  state  of  things 
the  country  was  to  be  severely  taxed.  It 
was  a  well-known  fact  that  the  police- 
men in  Ireland  did  nothing  towards  the 
discharge  of  the  functions  which  police- 
men performed  in  this  and  other  coun- 
tries. The  Irish  police  were  a  military 
force ;  they  prowled  about  the  country 
armed  with  rifles  and  bayonets,  and 
they  looked  with  disdain  upon  any  such 
menial  function  as  attending  to  sanitary 
arrangementSjOrotherproperly  organized 
police  duties.  There  must  be  a  com- 
plete and  radical  change  in  the  Irish 
Constabulary  system ;  but  until  the  fire- 
arms and  other  military  accoutrements 
were  taken  from  the  men,  it  was  im- 
possible to  expect  that  the  duties  of  the 
Constabulary  in  Ireland  would  be  efiS- 
ciently  and  properly  discharged.  Now, 
he  begged  to  bring  under  the  notice  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  a  case  to  which  he  had  already 
directed  the  attention  of  the  House  by 
way  of  Question,  and  that  was  the  ex- 
traordinary claim  that  was  made  for 
compensation  under  the  Prevention  of 
Crime  Act  by  a  certain  police  constable 
in  the  county  of  Clare.  The  police 
constable  in  question  claimed  £405  com- 
pensation for  money  and  a  watch  which 
he  alleged  were  destroyed  by  fire — 
maliciously  destroyed,  aa  he  represented, 
by  fire  in  a  wild  and  out-of-the-way 
district  in  Ireland,  where  he  was  on 
police  duty ;  £395  of  the  total  amount 
had  been,  according  to  the  statement  of 
the  constable,  in  the  bank.  He  repre- 
sented that  he  had  had  that  amount  in 
his  possession  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  he  produced,  in  support  of  his  state- 
ment, a  pass  book,  or  what  he  repre- 
sented to  be  a  pass  book,  which  was 
supposed  to  prove  everything.  Now, 
that  pass  book  was  all  written  at  the 
same  time,  and  was  offered  by  the  con- 
stable for  the  purpose  of  proving  his 
case.  He  represented  that  he  had  lost, 
or  in  some  way  mislaid,  the  original 
book  in  which  the  accounts  were  entered, 
and  consequently  he  improvised  this 
new  book  in  order  to  prove  the  amount 
of  money  in  his  possession.  He  stated 
in  his  evidence  that  at  a  certain  date  a 
fire  took  place,  and  he  had  in  his  pos- 
session a  sum  of  £196;  but  when  the 
items  in  the  improvised  account  book 
were  examined,  it  was  found  that  he 
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had  only  the  sum  of  £110.  Further- 
more, ho  represented  in  his  evidence 
before  the  Chairman  of  Bounty  Sessions, 
that  a  sea  captain  in  Galwny  had  cashed 
a  cheque  for  him  of  the  amount  of 
£11(6.  Now,  soa  captaina  were  not  in 
the  habit  of  cashing  cheques  for  £196, 
and  policemen  were  not  in  the  habit  of 
having  sucli  cheques  in  tlioir  possession. 
The  constabh'  further  stated  that  the 
sea  captain  sold  him  a  watch,  and  that 
he  presented  the  cheque  for  that  enor- 
mous sum  in  payment  and  received  the 
balance.  He  (Mr.  Kenny)  considered 
that,  upon  the  face  of  it,  the  statement 
■was  a  lie  ;  it  must  bo  perfectly  plain  to 
any  person  wlio  knew  anything  of  sea 
captains  and  pulioeuien,  that  sea  cap- 
tains were  not  in  the  habit  of  placing 
80  much  confidence  in  ordinary  police- 
men as  to  change  cheques  for  them. 
The  evidence  called  to  prove  the  case  of 
the  constable  was  extremely  weak  in- 
deed. The  wife  of  the  man  was  called, 
and  she  swore  she  had  nevtr  seen  such 
an  amount  of  money  in  the  possession 
of  her  husband.  In  reply  to  his  (Mr. 
Kenny's)  Question,  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary  stated  tliat 
£100  of  the  total  sum  came  from  the 
constable's  father  -  in  -  law  and  £  1 00 
from  some  other  relative  of  his,  In 
evidence  before  the  Grand  Jury,  he 
stated  distinctly  that  he  only  got  £35 
from  his  father-in-law  and  £48  from 
another  relative ;  altogether  the  amount 
he  received  from  extraneous  sources 
did  not  reacli  £100.  Tlie  Chairman  of 
Bounty  Sessions,  at  which  the  claim  was 
in  the  lirst  place  decided,  stated  that,  in 
his  opinion,  there  was  no  evidence  what- 
ever that  Sub-Constable  Carlow  lost  his 
money  ;  but  that,  on  the  other  hand, 
his  witnesses  contradicted  themselves  in 
a  variety  of  essential  particulars;  in 
fact,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Chairman  of 
Bounty  Sessions,  the  claim  was  utterly 
groundless.  Tiie  Chief  Secretary  had 
stated  that  it  had  been  known  that  a 
Bub-conatable  of  police  in  Ireland  had 
had  in  his  possession  £l,.500.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  (Mr.  Kenny)  that  if  police 
officers  in  Ireland  could,  out  of  their 
earnings,  amass  such  a  large  amount  of 
money  as  £1,500,  or  even  as  £395,  as 
Sub-Constable  Carlow  ropre.sented  he 
had  in  a  hut,  which  he  was  iu  the 
habit  of  leaving  unguarded  for  days 
together,  there  was  very  small  ground 
indeed    for    the    proposal    whioh     the 


Chief  Secretary  made  last  year  to  in- 
crease the  pay  and  pensions  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Irish  Constabulary  Force. 
There  was.  however,  such  a  habit  to 
champion  the  ConstabiJary  in  the  Ilouse 
of  Commons,  that  he  was  not  at  all  sur- 
prised the  right  hon.  Gentleman  should 
get  up  and  defend  them.  Of  cimrse, 
the  Chief  Secretary  would  base  his  do- 
fence  of  Sub-Constable  Carlow  upon  the 
action  of  the  Grand  Jury.  But  hon. 
Gentlemen  knew  what  Irish  Grand 
Juries  were.  They  knew  that  Grand 
Juries  were  not  representative  bodies. 
Tlioy  were  directly  nominated  by  the 
Sheriff  of  the  county,  and  indirectly  by 
the  Lord  Lieutenant.  They  know  that 
Grand  Juries  were  essentially  a  class  of 
men  who  were  not  concerned  by  the 
taxation  they  levied,  that  they  were  men 
who  took  good  care  to  levy  taxes  upon 
small  districts,  and  possibly  to  increase 
a  rate  of  5*.  in  the  pound  to  lU*.  in 
the  pound.  Of  course,  it  was  a  very 
convenient  method  for  policemen  who 
w^anted  to  make  a  little  money,  to  come 
forward  and  swear  that  tiiey  had  had 
bank  notes,  the  numbers  of  whioh  thoy 
did  not  remember,  maliciously  destroyed. 
It  was  a  convenient  way  of  making 
money,  and  ns  policemen  in  Ireland 
could  not  make  money  so  easily  as  by 
committing  perjury,  thoy  were  great 
fools  if  they  did  not  commit  perjury. 
["Oh,  oh!"]  Yes;  hon.  Members 
knew  that  the  chief  qualification  of  a 
man  for  the  office  of  policeman  in  Ire- 
land was  that  he  had  no  regard  for  the 
truth.  The  experience  of  many  hon. 
Gentlemen  was,  that  L-ish  policemen 
never  told  the  truth  when  it  was  not 
convenient  for  them  to  do  so  ;  and  hia 
opinion  was  that  policemen  would  be 
perfectly  certain  to  take  the  advantage 
of  the  prejudice  of  a  Grand  Jury  and 
make  money  at  the  expense  of  the 
ratepayers,  if  they  found  it  necessary. 
Furthermore,  his  opinion  was  that  those 
ratepayers  who  were  taxed  by  an  irre- 
sponsible body,  such  as  a  Grand  Jury, 
were  fools  if  thoy  paid  the  taxes 
levied  upon  them.  He  recommended 
the  people  who  wore  taxed  unjustly  to 
precipitate  reform  by  refusing  to  pay 
iniquitous  taxation.  He  could  cite  many 
cases  in  which  the  police  tax  in  Ireland 
was  unjustly  levied.  He  did  not  pro- 
pose to  go  into  them  at  any  length  ;  iu 
fact,  he  would  only  cite  one.  There 
was  at  Lisdoonvama  a  person   uamod 
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Qardner,  who  liad  a  police  hut  and 
five  policemen  to  guard  him.  Not- 
trithstanding  the  fact  that  there  were 
Beven  or  eight  constables,  and  a  ser- 
geant-constahle,  in  Lisdoonvarna,  the 
sergeant- constable  had  thought  fit  to 
recommend  that  five  constables  should 
be  told  oflF  for  the  special  protection  of 
Mr.  Gardner.  To  judge  by  recent  cir- 
cumstances, Mr.  Gardner  was  quite 
able  to  take  care  of  himself,  the  last  in- 
stance of  which  occurred  a  short  time 
ago,  when  he  assaulted  a  peaceful  indivi- 
dual, and  was  sentenced  to  a  fine  or 
seven  days'  imprisonment.  Besides,  Mr. 
Gardner  had  told  the  police  that  he  did 
notrequire  their  services ;  and  it  appeared 
to  him  that  it  was  only  a  piece  of  false 
generosity  on  the  part  of  the  Irish  Go- 
vernment to  insist  on  forcing  that  as- 
sistance on  persons  who  were  not  anxious 
to  have  it.  It  simply  bore  out  the  argu- 
ment used  in  the  beginning  of  his  re- 
marks, that  there  was  an  excess  of  police 
throughout  the  country,  and  that  for 
their  employment  the  Government  had 
to  adopt  an  extraordinary  and  unjust 
course  towards  the  various  districts. 
As  long  as  the  Government  retained  in 
their  service  in  Ireland  a  number  of 
policemen  largely  in  excess  of  the  num- 
ber required,  it  was  certain  that  those 
districts  would  be  mulcted  by  the  Go- 
vernment in  order  the  more  conveniently 
to  dispose  of  the  extraditing,  and  so  long 
would  the  country  be  forced  to  suffer 
the  imposition  of  unjust  taxation,  whiah 
was  at  that  time  creating  feelings  of  dis- 
satisfaction and  political  rancour,  which 
would  not  very  easily  be  allayed. 

Mb.  O'SHEA  said,  he  would  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  before 
he  replied,  whether,  in  connection  with 
the  case  mentioned  in  debate,  he  in- 
tended to  give  any  instructions  with  re- 
gard to  police  constables  keeping  large 
sums  of  money  in  their  barracks,  or  huts, 
with  the  object  of  discouraging  them 
from  asking  for  compensation  should 
those  barracks,  or  huts,  be  burnt  down  ? 
He  would  also  ask  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman whether,  in  consideration  of  the 
absolute  peace  which  reigned  throughout 
County  Clare,  a  large  number  of  police 
were  to  be  removed,  or  had  been  re- 
moved ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  would 
cause  inquiry  to  be  made  with  regard 
to  those  who  remained,  with  the  view  of 
removing  them  also  ? 

Mr.  Ktnny 


Mb.  LEAMY  regretted  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  was 
not  in  his  place,  because  he  wished  to 
ask  him  for  some  explanation  with  re- 
gard  to  the   extra  police  force  in  the 
county  of  Waterford.     He  had  put  a 
Question  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  a 
few  days  ago  on  this  subject,  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  stated,  in  reply, 
that  the  number  of  the  police  force  in 
Waterford  County  was  219.     He  (Mr. 
Leamy)  submitted,  that  if  these  figures 
were  correct,  it  was  most  extraordinary 
that  so  large  a  force   should  be  kept 
there,  chargeable  upon  the  ratepayers, 
especially  as  the  county  had  been  dis- 
tinguished  for  its  quietness  for   some 
years  past.     If  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man thought  it  necessary  to  have  this 
extraordinary   force  in   die  county,    it 
would  be  perfectly  easy  for  him  to  apply 
to  Parliament  for  the  powers  necessary 
for  the  purpose ;  but  he  contended  that 
it  was   manifestly  unjust  to  send  this 
large  force  into  the  county  and  charge 
them  upon  the  ratepayers,  at  a  time  when 
they  were  already  burdened  with  taxa- 
tion.   If  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land had  to  pay  for  the  extra  police  out 
of  his  own  pocket,  he  would,  no  doubt, 
think  a  very  much  smaller  force  suffi- 
oient.     He  would  ask  on  whose  recom- 
mendation these  men  were  sent  into  the 
county  ?     The  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
when  he  answered  his  former  Question, 
said  that  the  county  was  not  the  most 
peaceful  place  in  Ireland,  and  that  there 
had  been  many  cases  of  intimidation 
there ;  but  it  was  extraordinary  that  the 
Prevention  of  Crime  Act  should  be  put 
in  force  there  under  the  actual  circum- 
stances,   and   a  very  large  number  of 
extra  police  sent  there.     Such  a  state  of 
things  would   not  be  permitted  in   an 
English  county  for  24  hours.    The  whole 
proceeding  was  most  unconstitutional ; 
and  to  charge  people  who  had  no  voice 
in  the  control  of  the  police  force  with  a 
large  sum  of  money  for  its  maintenance, 
was  an   act  of  which  no    honest   man 
would  be  guilty.     It  was  all  very  well 
for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  get  up 
and  make  statements   about    the    dis- 
turbed state    of   the  district;    but,    of 
course,  he  must  know  that  no  one  had 
any  means  of  ascertaining  whether  those 
statements  were  correct ;  but  there  was 
no  doubt  that  in  making  them  he  was 
dependent  upon  others  for  his  informa- 
tion— that  was  to  say,  upon  the  Besident 
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Magistrates — who  could  show  their  grati- 
tude in  no  better  way  than  by  saying 
that  the  districts  were  disturbed.  Per- 
haps an  additional  force  of  20  or  30  men 
might  have  been  required  ;  but  to  send 
down  the  enormous  number  complained 
of  was  out  of  the  question.  Was  it 
Captain  Stack  that  recommended  the 
men  to  be  sent  ?  He  trusted  the  right 
hon.  G^entleman  would  be  able  to  give 
some  information  to  the  Committee  on 
this  point.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said  they  were  not  extra  police  at  nil ; 
but  how  could  he  (Mr.  Leamy)  know 
whether  they  were  extra  or  ordinary 
police  ?  It  was  perfectly  absurd  to  tell 
him,  under  the  circumstances,  that  they 
wore  not  extra  police.  Were  they  to 
bo  told  that  they  were  not  extra  police 
because  they  had  been  withdrawn  from 
the  ordinary  force,  their  place  being 
filled  up  by  others  ?  It  was  not  the 
custom  in  England,  when  crime  was 
committed  in  a  county,  for  the  Home 
Secretary  to  send  down  an  extra  police 
force;  he  hoped,  therefore,  that  Unsi 
extravagant  expenditure  for  police  iu 
Ireland  would  be  at  once  abolished. 

Mk.  PARNELL  :  Sir.  upon  two  oc- 
casions during  this  Session  it  camo  to 
my  lot  to  call  attention  to  part  of  the 
question  of  the  extra  police  iu  certain 
districts  of  Ireland  with  regard  to  the 
quartering  of  extra  police  in  the  cities 
of  Cork  and  Limerick.  We  had  dis- 
cussions in  this  House  upon  this  limited 
branch  of  the  question,  and  we  received 
very  little  satisfaction  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland.  We 
made  out  an  overwhelming  case  against 
the  necessity  of  extra  police  in  those  two 
cities  ;  but  we  were  put  otf  in  the  usual 
way.  Although  there  was  considerable 
correspondence  between  the  Local  Au- 
thorities in  Cork  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  and  the 
Resident  Magistrate,  Captain  Plunkett, 
the  result  has  been,  practically  .speaking, 
to  leave  the  people  of  Cork  pretty  much 
as  they  were  before,  to  pay  for  the  extra 
police  until  the  time  when  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  promises  that  the  sub- 
ject of  the  amount  of  the  police  force  to 
bo  allowed  for  that  city  shall  receive  the 
attention  and  reconsideration  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland.  But  the 
question  to  which  I  have  to  direct  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  is  of  a  very 
much  wider  scope,  extending,  in  fact,  to 
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the  quartering  of  extra  police  through- 
out the  whole  of  Ireland — throughout,  I 
may  say,  almost  every  county  and  city  of 
Ireland ;  and  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to 
.■"how  that  there  exists  no  longer  any 
practical  necessity  for  this  extra  force  of 
men — in  fact,  that  the  necessity  never 
existed  at  all,  or,  at  any  rate,  that  it 
cannot  be  said  to  have  existed  during 
the  last  two  years  as  regards  a  consider- 
able proportion  of  Ireland.  I  shall,  I 
think,  be  able  also  to  show  that  al- 
though the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  may  have  recently, 
within  the  last  three  months,  turned  his 
attention  to  the  advisability  of  reducing 
the  extra  police  force  in  some  of  the  Irish 
cnuntifis,  yet  that  he  commenced  to  do  so 
verj'  much  too  late ;  that  the  steps  he 
has  taken  in  that  direction  are  entirely 
inadequate ;  and  that  we  have  a  fair 
claim  to  urge  upon  him  a  very  much 
larger  and  more  immediate  reduction 
with  regard  to  a  verj-  considerable  pro- 
portion of  these  extra  forces  in  many  Irish 
districts  and  counties.  Speaking  gene- 
rally, the  Irish  Executive  is  entitled, 
under  the  Act  regulating  the  matter,  to 
have  a  free  force  uf  10,636  men  and 
officers,  be.sides  a  reserve  force  of,  I  be- 
lieve, -100  men  and  officers,  and  the 
revenue  force,  the  number  of  which  I  do 
not  exactly  know,  but  which  may  be 
somewhere  between  loO  and  200.  Ex- 
clusive, then,  of  revenue  and  reser\-e 
men,  the  total  free  force  for  which  the 
authorities  are  entitled  to  charge  extra 
when  they  are  sent  out  of  the  county, 
and  for  whose  payment  the  Executive 
was  entitled  to  ask  Parliament  to  grant 
a  Vote,  is  10,636.  The  actual  free  force 
distributed  under  this  power  by  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  at  the  last 
quinquenniid  period  in  18S2 — in  July,  I 
believe — amounted  to  10,030,  or  630  men 
short  of  the  actual  full  free  force  which 
might  have  been  legally  raised  for  ser- 
vice in  Ireland.  Now,  Sir,  at  the  very 
threshold  of  our  case  I  think  wo  are  en- 
titled to  make  a  very  serious  complaint 
with  regard  to  the  action  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  in  this  matter.  I 
believe  that  the  free  force  iu  Ireland 
was  distributed  in  1882  by  Earl  Spencer, 
after  the  period  of  Office  of  the  present 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
had  commenced — at  a  time  when  the 
Government  had  applied  to  Parliament 
for  their  coercive  powers,  and  were 
representing  to  Parliament  and  the  coun- 

3  B 


1475 


Supply — Cttil 


(COMMONS) 


Service  EitimaUi. 


1476 


try  that  tho  state  of  Ireland  was  very 
serious  indeed.  Wt^ll,  Sir,  at  that  time, 
and  under  such  circumstances,  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  and  the  Irish  Executive  de- 
liberately refrained  from  raising  a  free 
force  in  Ireland  to  the  extent  of  the 
number  of  men  which  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment authorized.  They  kept  it  630  men 
short.  I  suppose  I  am  not  allowed  to 
impute  intention  or  motive  to  such  an 
impersonal  body  as  the  Irish  Executive  ; 
but  if  I  were  allowed  to  do  so,  I  can 
only  say  that  it  would  appear  that  their 
intention  must  have  been  to  obtain  fur- 
ther means  of  fining  and  levying  imposts 
upon  the  districts  and  counties  con- 
cerned— further  means  than  those  sup- 
plied to  them  by  the  Act  of  Will.  IV. 
and  other  Acts  by  which  they  are  en- 
titled to  send  extra  men  into  the  different 
districts.  Well,  as  I  have  shown,  the 
Irish  Government  deliberately  kept  the 
free  force  at  the  last  quinquennial  period 
of  redistribution  530  men  under  the 
number  authorized  by  Parliament;  on 
the  other  hand,  they  sent  into  various 
Irish  counties  the  enormous  extra  force 
of  3,426.  As  I  have  just  explained, 
there  are  various  enactments  under 
which  the  Executive  Government  can 
levy  and  send  extra  forces,  and  quarter 
them  on  the  inhabitants.  Under  the 
13th  section  of  the  Act  of  Will.  IV., 
which  g^ves  power  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant to  proclaim  a  district,  they  levied 
and  quartered  on  the  districts  2,221 
men.  Under  Section  12,  which  gives 
the  magistrates  power  to  call  for  an 
extra  force,  and  which  requires  a  repre- 
sentation from  the  magistrates  before  it 
can  be  sent,  8.59  men  were  sent,  and  I 
think  the  Committee  might  with  profit 
note  thesmallness  of  the  number  of  men 
who  were  considered  by  the  local  magis- 
trates to  be  necessary  as  compared  with 
the  number  that  the  Ijord  Lieutenant 
sent  without  their  advice  or  request : 
859  men  were  quartered  on  the  Slst  of 
December  last,  and  on  the  30th  of  June 
of  the  present  year  they  had  been  re- 
duced to  844.  The  authorities  have  also 
sent  from  the  reserve  force  9 1  extra  men ; 
and  under  the  Prevention  of  Crime  Act, 
which  permits  all  the  force  to  be  levied 
upon  the  district,  no  matter  how  small, 
upon  the  Slst  of  December,  1883,  there 
•were  195,  making  a  grand  total  of  3,421 
extra  men  quartered  on  the  3l8t  of 
December,  in  the  greater  portion  upon 
the  ratepayers,  and  with  respeot  to  195 
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wholly  80  quartered.  I  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  section 
of  the  Act  of  Will.  IV.,  under  which  these 
quarterings  have  been  made.  Section 
12,  under  which  859  were  quartered, 
provides  that  in  any  case  in  which  seven 
or  more  magistrates  of  any  county,  at 
any  Petty  Session,  being  a  majority  of 
magistrates  present,  shall  certify  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  that  the  number  of 
chief  or  other  constables  and  sub-con- 
stables so  appointed  for  any  such  county 
is  inadequate  for  the  duo  execution  of 
the  law,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  to  appoint  such  further  num- 
ber of  constables  to  such  county  as  may 
be  so  certified  to  be  nocessar^y,  and  to 
remove  such  chief,  or  other  constables 
and  sub-constables,  from  time  to  time. 
There  are  some  points  in  regard  to  the 
application  of  this  section  which  we  have 
no  information  ujxin,  and  I  should  be 
glad  if  it  could  be  supplied  to  us  in  the 
course  of  the  debate  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary.  In  the 
first  place,  I  am  anxious  to  know  the 
dates  of  the  applications  by  magistrates 
for  the  extra  forces  in  the  different 
counties,  whether  they  are  of  recent  date 
or  of  late  date,  and  what  the  practice  of 
the  Irish  Executive  has  been  in  refer- 
ence to  the  removal  of  such  extra  forces. 
There  is  no  provision,  and  it  appears  to 
mo  to  be  a  serious  omisaion  in  the  sec- 
tion, for  the  removal  of  this  force  which 
has  been  quartered  on  the  application 
of  the  magistrates.  It  is  left  optional 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  remove  them 
as  he  thinks  fit.  It  is  very  possible  that 
the  applications  in  some  cases  for  these 
950  men  may  have  been  of  ancient  date, 
and  that  they  have  been  allowed  to 
remain,  possibly  against  the  wishes  of 
the  local  magistrates  themselves.  Then 
I  como  to  the  13th  section,  under  which 
the  great  bulk  of  the  extra  police  in 
Ireland  have  been,  and  are  still  quar- 
tered, a  moiety  of  the  maintenance  being 
levied  on  the  ratepayers.  This  section 
provides  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  by 
the  advice  of  the  Privy  Council  of  Ire- 
land, may  declare  by  Proclamation — and 
I  wish  distinctly  to  direct  the  attention 
of  the  Committee  to  these  words — that 
any  county,  city,  or  town,  or  barony,  or 
half  barony,  or  county  at  large,  or  any 
district  that  is,  or  are,  in  a  state  of  dis- 
turbance and  require  on  additional 
establishment  of  police,  and  thereupon 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  may  appoint  such 
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extra  police  as  he  may  think  proper,  not 
exceeding  bo  many  iu  each  district  so 
dpclared  to  be  in  a  state  of  disturbance. 
AVell,  Sir,  it  appears  to  mo  that  the  true 
meaning  of  this  section  is  that  there 
shall  bo  an  actual  state  of  disturbance 
within  the  district  to  entitle  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  to  issue  this  Proclamation  ; 
but  I  doubt  very  much  whether  in  re- 
spect of  any  of  those  counties  where  it 
has  been  made  the  issue  of  the  Pro- 
clamation was  originally  justified  ;  but 
if,  in  any  case,  this  were  so,  that  justifi- 
cation no  longer  exists.  It  is  quite  im- 
possible for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
say  that  any  cnimtv  or  district  in  Ire- 
land is  at  present  in  a  state  of  disturb- 
ance, and  consequently  the  original  justi- 
fication for  the  Proclamation  has  entirely 
ceased,  and  we  are  entitled  to  ask  upon 
what  ground  this  large  force  of  extru 
Constabulary  is  still  kept  quartered 
upon  the  ratepayers  throughout  the 
country.  Since  the  31st  of  December 
there  has  been  some  slight  rt-duction  of 
the  number  of  extra  police.  The  figures 
on  the  30th  of  June,  1K84,  as  supplifd 
to  me  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  give  for  the  extra  men  under 
the  13th  section  of  the  Act  of  IVill.  IV. 
877,  and  for  the  extra  men  under  Sec- 
tion 12 — namely,  those  originally  re- 
quested by  the  local  magistrates,  849 ; 
for  the  extra  men  from  the  reserve,  86  ; 
and  for  extra  men  under  the  Prevention 
of  Crime  Act,  30.  This  last  head  is  the 
only  one  which  shows  any  material 
reduction — namely,  from  195  to  30, 
leaving  the  total  number  ff  extra  men 
quartered  in  the  ditforent  districts  under 
the  enactments  which  I  have  explained, 
on  the  30th  of  June,  18^4,  at  the  enor- 
mous figure  of  2.827,  or  a  reduction  of 
599  extra  men  in  six  months;  a  reduc- 
tion which  amounts  to  Eomotliing  like 
one  man  in  every  six.  Now,  I  wish  to 
refer  to  the  cost  of  these  extra  men  in 
the  counties,  and  I  find  the  total  given 
in  the  Estimate  as  the  cost  of  the 
extra  men  is  £110,800.  Under  the 
Prevention  of  Crime  Act  there  is 
£18,000,  making  the  enormous  sum  of 
£128,800,  which  is  levied  violently,  un- 
constitutionally, and.  as  we  contend, 
illegally,  and  without  the  slightest  local 
control,  upon  the  Irish  ratepayers. 
Now,  Sir,  it  has  been  very  much  the 
custom  with  English  Ministers,  and  par- 
ticularly with  the  right  hon    Gentleman 
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the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu* 
tenant  of  Ireland,  to  allude  to  this 
amount  of  reduction  which  has  been 
obtained  by  the  tenants  under  the  Irish 
Land  Act ;  but  I  find  that  the  reductions 
given  by  the  Land  Courts  during  the 
three  years'  working  of  that  Act  amount 
to  £270,000.  The  Irish  ratepayers  con- 
sequently have  to  pay  back  to  the  Go- 
vernment for  extra  police  half  of  the 
monej-  which  they  have  received  in  re- 
ductions. The  Government  having  de- 
cided to  despoil  the  landlords  to  the  ex- 
tent of  £270,000  a-year  under  the  work- 
ing of  the  Land  Courts  for  three  years, 
in  order  to  make  themselves  still  more 
beloved  in  Ireland,  they  proceed  to 
despoil  the  ratepayers  bv  compelling 
them  to  pay  a  sum  equal  to  half  that 
sum  for  the  co'^t  of  extra  police.  I 
stated  a  short  time  ago  that  I  wanted 
til  prove  that  there  was  nothing  in  the 
state  of  Ireland  which  required  this 
extra  force  of  police.  Now,  the  fact  is 
that  the  Government,  havingdeliberately 
n>'glected  at  the  last  quinquennial  period 
to  raise  the  number  of  free  men  to  the 
amount  they  were  entitled  to  do  by  the 
Act,  and  Laving  also  raised  a  large  num- 
ber of  extra  men — having  thus  raised 
the  total  number  of  men  authorized  by 
Parliament  from  10,636  to  13,456 — now 
do  not  know  what  to  do  with  them. 
They  have  no  power  under  the  law  to 
di.stribute  these  3,000  extra  men  as  a 
free  force,  and  they  therefore  distribute 
them  as  extra  men,  part  of  the  cost  of 
whom  is  to  be  paid  by  the  localities. 
In  view  of  the  peaceable  state  of  Ire- 
land, which  has  now  continued  for  two 
years,  and  in  view  of  the  Charges  of  the 
Judges,  I  maintain  that  if  the  Govern- 
ment still  desire  to  keep  up  this  swollen 
police  establishment  in  Ireland  they 
should  apply  to  Pnrliament  either  for  a 
Supplementary  Estimate,  or  for  an 
amending  Act  enabling  them  to  make 
this  charge  upon  the  taxpayers.  It  is 
monstrous  that  it  should  be  charged 
upon  the  districts.  This  matter  afiects 
nearly  every  county  in  Ireland.  The 
county  of  Clare  does  not  seera  to  have 
porticipated  in  the  reductions  made  in 
some  of  the  other  counties  between  De- 
comber,  IM83,  and  June,  1884;  indeed, 
it  heads  the  list  for  the  large  number  of 
extra  men  which,  on  the  30lh  of  June, 
were  still  quartered  in  that  county.  I 
find  that  at  a  former  period  iu  1883 
there  were   235   extra  men    quartered 

3  B  2 


1479 


Supply — Civil 


ICOMMONSj 


Service  EtUmaUt. 


1480 


tbere   under   the  Proclamation   of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  under  the  1 3th  section 
of  the  Act  of  Will.  IV.     There  wore  in 
June  last  still  235  extra  men,  involving 
a  charge  on  the  ratepayers  of  that  im- 
poverished county  of   between   £8,000 
and  £9,000.     I   find  that  at  the   first 
period    in    1883    there    were  33  addi- 
tional Constabulary  under  the  Preven- 
tion of  Crime  Act,  and  that  the  only 
reduction  which  was  made  in  the  county 
of  Clare  between  the  end  of  March  last 
and  the  middle  of  this  year  has  been  in 
respect  to  these  33  men,  the  cost  of  the 
large  force  of  235  extra  men  being  still 
left  to  be  borne  by  the  taxpayers  of  the 
county.      I  do  not  know  whether  any 
recent  reduction  has  been  made  ;  I  am 
now  speaking  from  the  most  recent  in- 
formation I  have  received  on  the  subject, 
some  of  which  has  been  furnished  to 
me   by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  this  morning.    The  free  force 
to  which  that  county  is  entitled  is  328 
men  under  the  last  distribution  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant.     Therefore,  there  are 
very  nearly  as  many  extra  men  placed 
in  this  county  as  there  are  free  police- 
men— that  is  to  say,  that  the  police  force 
of  the  county  Clare  is  nearly  double  the 
normal   number.      Let  us  turn  to   the 
state  of  the  county,  as  disclosed  b3'  the 
Parliamentary    Returns     for    the    last 
quarter.     I  lind  that  for  the  whole  of 
county  Clare — a  very  large  county,  con- 
taining a  very  considerable  population 
of  small  farmers  who  have  derived  little 
benefit  from  the  Land  Act — in  the  whole 
of  the  county  the  number  of  outrages, 
exclusive  of  threatening  letters,   which 
I  do  not  notice  in  matters  of  this  kind, 
amounted  to  four.     I  will  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  what  justification  there 
is   for    keeping  up  this  swollen  police 
force  in  that  county  in  view  of  the  Re- 
turns in  reference  to  crime  during  the 
last  12  months?     Well,   now,   another 
county  which  is  very  much  imposed  on 
is  the  county  of  Cork.     In   the   East 
Riding  of  the  county  of  Cork,  on  the 
31st  of  December,  1883,  there  were  alto- 
gether   185  extra  men — 11   extra  men 
sent  from  the  reserve  force,  and  1 74  men 
sent  Under  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  Pro- 
clamation.   In  this  Riding  of  Cork  there 
has  been  no  reduction  whatever  made  in 
the  six  months  between  December,  1883, 
and  June,  1884.     The  same  number  of  j 
extra  men  that  were  quartered  there  on  , 
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the  30th  of  June  last  are  now  quarterec 
on  the  ratepayers  at  an  annual  cost 
them  of  £7,500  for  the  half  coautyj 
Well,  now.  Sir,  in  the  East  Riding 
county  Cork  there  were  only  three 
agrarian  offences  committed  in  the  last 
quarter.  This  Riding  is  enh'tled  to 
free  force  of  422  men,  so  that  the  num^ 
her  of  extra  men  is  over  one-third  o| 
the  total  of  the  free  force.  Going  on  tfl 
the  West  Riding  I  find  that  on  the  31( 
of  December,  1883,  there  were  14J 
extra  men  quartered,  all  under  the  13tl 
section,  or  Proclamation  Section,  of  thi 
Act  of  Will.  IV.  During  the  period  of 
six  months,  up  to  the  30th  of  June,  4'f 
of  these  extra  men  were  removed,  still_ 
however,  leaving  the  enormous  and  enJ 
tirely  unnecessary  extra  force  of  99  niet 
for  this  Riding,  in  which  only  sii 
agrarian  offences  were  committed  durins 
the  quarter.  I  should  also  like  to  dirert 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  Judge 
O'Brien's  Charge  to  the  Grand  Jury  at 
the  recent  Assizes  in  county  Cork  with 
reference  to  the  state  of  the  county.  He 
says — 

•'So  far  aa  I  can  collect  from  the  aourcMj 
which  are  open  to  tno,  I  am  happy  to  state  that 
the  oondition  of  tliis  great  county  is  one  thafrl 
very  nsarly  juatitios  tho  description   of  eDtira| 
and  absolute  quiet  ami  security." 

He  refers  to  a  temporary  small  inoreaso  ] 
of  crime  since  tho  last  Assizes  in   the 
East  Riding ;  but  he  goes  on  to  say — 

"  1  find  that  that  small  mQte&xe  is  more  than 
balanced  by  a  very  larpa  diminution  of  oifencea 
in  the  West  Riding  of  this  county,  in  tho  pro- 
portion of  63  reported  offences." 

Of  course,  Judge  O'Brien  is  speaking  of] 
all   offences,    agrarian    and    otherwise, 
which  came  before  him — 

"  In  tho  present  year,  as  against  114  in  tho 
past  year  for  the  some  period,  and  I  find  that  ■ 
this  (froat  decrease  appears  to  be  almost  entiretr 
in  offences  that  tend  to  indicate  by  thc-ir  diminu- 
tion a  restoration  of  social  peace  and  tranquillity, 
and  tho  absence  of  agruian  outrage  in  both 
Divisions  of  this  county." 

lie  goes  on  to  say — 

"  I  observe  as  a  most  important  feature  of 
tho  change  that  has  taken  place  tho  subsidence 
of  almost  all  forma  of  intimidation,  and  an  ab- 
sence of  all  restraint  on  personal  conduct," 

and  so  on.  Well,  now.  Sir,  I  ask  tho  | 
right  hon.  Gentleman  if  he  does  not  in- 
tend to  show  his  appreciation  of  this  ' 
state  of  affairs  in  the  county  of  Cork  P 
Perhaps  I  had  better  not  weary  the 
Committee  by  going  over  tho  whole  list 
of  Irish  counties ;  but,  speaking  gene- 
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rally,  I  may  say  that  the  list  sbows  that 
there  are  extra  men  quartered  in  almost 
every  county  and  city  in  Ireland.  In 
county  Donegal  the  number  of  extra 
men  was  not  so  large  as  it  was  in  some 
other  counties.  In  that  county  there 
were  1 00  extra  men  at  the  end  of  1 883, 
and  they  were  quartered  there  at  a  cost 
to  the  ratepayers  of  over  £2,000  a-yenr. 
Seventy  of  these  extra  men  have  been 
taken  away  in  the  six  months  which 
have  elapsed  since  December,  1 883, 
leaving  30  men  still  as  an  extra  charge 
upon  the  district  at  a  cost  of  nearly, 
according  to  the  information  in  my  pos- 
session, £1,000.  In  the  East  Hiding  of 
Galway  there  were  183  extra  men  on 
the  31st  of  December,  1883,  there  were 
now  145  extra  men  in  that  Eiding,  and 
during  the  last  quarter  there  were  only 
two  agrarian  offencoa,  exclusive  of 
threatening  letters.  The  total  cost  of 
the  extra  men  in  this  Hiding  during  the 
year  ending  the  30th  of  June  last  was 
£5,800.  In  the  West  Hiding  of  Galway 
there  were  on  the  31st  of  December, 
1883,  270  extra  men,  and  on  the  30th  of 
June,  1884,  there  were  200  extra  men 
quartered  there  under  the  Act  of  Will. 
IV.  On  the  3 1st  of  December  last  there 
were  in  the  same  Hiding  22  extra  men 
under  the  12th  section  of  the  Act  of 
Will.  IV. — that  is  under  the  magistrates, 
requisitions,  and  there  were  eight  extra 
men  on  the  same  date  sent  from  the  re- 
serve force.  There  were  70  extra  men 
under  the  Prevention  of  Crime  Act, 
making  altogether  an  extra  force  in  this 
one  Hiding  of  300  men,  or  12  men  in 
excess  of  the  free  force  establishment  to 
which  the  Hiding  was  entitled.  Well, 
now.  Sir,  in  the  county  of  Kerry  there 
were  on  the  3l8t  of  December,  1883,  11 
extra  men  from  the  reserve  force,  and  on 
the  same  date  there  were,  under  the  13th 
sectiou  of  Will.  IV-,  196  extra  men,  and 
these  numbers  remain  now  practically 
unchanged,  for  the  total  number  of 
extra  men  quartered  in  this  county  on 
the  3l8t  of  December  was  207,  and  the 
total  number  of  extra  men  now  quartered 
there  was  203,  or  a  diminution  of  only 
four  men.  These  men  involved  a  cost 
to  the  county  of  over  £8,000  a-year.  In 
his  Charge  to  the  Grand  Jury  of  the 
county  of  Kerry  on  the  16tbof  July,  Mr. 
Justice  O'Brien  said — 

"  The  present  condition  of  the  ooanty  oom- 
pares  favourably  with  the  past." 

The  county  of   Limerick  was    another 


very  oppressed  county  in  this  respect. 
On  the  31st  of  December,  1883,  there 
were  235  extra  men  quartered,  and  that 
number  has  not  been  diminished  in  the 
six  months  ending  the  30th  of  June, 
1884  ;  235  extra  men  still  remained  in 
county  Limerick,  this  county  being  en- 
titled to  a  free  force  of  281  men.  There 
were  only  six  agrarian  ofTonces,  all  of 
them  of  a  very  trivial  character,  com- 
mitted in  tlio  county  of  Limerick  for  the 
last  quarter  of  which  we  have  any  Re- 
turn. Judge  Fitzgibbon,  in  addressing 
the  Grand  .Jury  of  the  county  of  Lime- 
rick on  the  1 1th  of  July,  said — 

"There  ore  altocethcr  eight  oases  to  go  be- 
fore you.  There  is  one  of  manslaughter,  but 
there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  great  difficulty 
in  dealing  with  it.  The  other  seven  cases  are 
simply  for  assaults.  Ilnving  regard  to  the  large 
population  of  your  county,  and  the  circum- 
stances of  your  district,  there  is  nothing  on  the 
face  of  the  lilt  requiring  any  observations  from 
me." 

The  question  of  the  extra  police  force  of 
the  City  of  Limerick  has  already  been 
debated  fully  in  this  House,  and  I  will 
not  refer  to  it  further.  The  county  of 
Mayo  on  the  31st  of  December,  1888, 
had  50  extra  men  under  the  12th  section 
of  the  Act  of  »^///.  IV.— that  is  to  say, 
requisitioned  by  the  magistrates.  On 
the  same  date,  there  were  in  the  county 
125  extra  men  under  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant's Proclamation.  Mayo  does  not 
appear  to  have  had  any  men  quartered 
upon  it  under  the  section  of  the  Preven- 
tion of  Crime  Act.  There  were  al- 
together ftt  this  date  a  total  extra  force 
in  Mayo  of  178  men.  That  force  has 
been  reduced  in  the  period  of  six  months 
to  112  men,  involving  a  cost  to  the  rate- 
payers for  the  year  of  nearly  £4,500. 
For  the  last  quarter  in  which  we  have 
any  Hetums,  the  number  of  agrarian 
otfences  in  the  county  of  Mayo  only 
amounted  to  three — that  is  to  say,  the 
ratepayers  of  the  county  have  been 
charged  £1,500  for  each  agrarian  offence 
committed  during  the  quarter.  The 
county  of  Sligo,  on  the  Slst  of  Decem- 
ber, 1883,  had  50  extra  men  under  the 
magistrates'  requisition  section.  They 
had  45  extra  men  under  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant's Proclamation,  making  alto- 
gether 95  extra  men  in  this  county — a 
force  which  was  not  reduced  up  to  the 
30th  of  June,  1884.  The  list  of  agrarian 
offences  discloses  only  the  small  number 
of  two  for  the  last  quarter,  and  the  cost 
to  the  ratfipayers  of  the  county  of  Sligo 
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for  the  extra  men  will  amount  to  some- 
thing like  £4,000,  or  about  £2,000  for 
each  agrarian  offence  committed  during 
the  last  quarter.  In  the  North  Hiding 
of  the  county  of  Tipperary  on  the  Slst 
of  December,  1883,  there  were  114  extra 
men  quartered  under  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant's Proclamation.  That  number 
•was  reduced  on  the  30th  of  last  June  to 
94,  involving  an  annual  cost  to  the  rate- 
payers of  £.i,760.  In  that  Division  of 
the  county  of  Tipperary  there  were  no 
agrarian  offences  during  the  last  quarter. 
In  the  South  Riding  of  the  county  of 
Tipperary  there  were  80  extra  men 
quartered  underthe  magistrates'  requixi- 
tion  section  of  tiie  Act  uf  JFill,  IV.  On 
the  Slst  of  hi.st  December  there  was  one 
extra  man  from  tlie  reserve,  and  there 
were  100  extra  men  quartered  on  the 
Biding  under  the  13th  section  of  the 
Act  of  Will.  IV. — that  is  to  saj',  under 
the  Lord  Lieutenant's  Proclauiatian, 
making  altogether  181  extra  men  in  the 
South  Riding  of  Tipperarj'  on  this  date. 
That  number  on  the  30ih  of  June  was 
reduced  to  the  number  of  153.  The  100 
men  under  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  Pro- 
olamatiou  have  been  reduced  to  75,  and 
the  extra  man  from  the  reserve  has 
been  taken  away.  The  number  of 
agrarian  offences  in  the  South  Riding 
of  Tipperary  during  the  last  quarter 
only  amounted  to  four,  while  tiae  cost 
to  the  ratepayers  of  the  extra  force 
amounted  to  something  like  £6.000 
a-year,  or,  on  the  average,  £1,500  for 
each  agrarian  offence.  The  offences,  I 
notice,  were  of  a  very  trivial  character. 
Now  I  should  like  to  direct  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee  also  to  tiie  Charge 
delivered  to  the  Grand  Jury  l)y  the 
Judge  who  presided  at  tlie  Tipperary 
Assizes.  On  the  8lh  of  July  the  Lord 
Chief  Justice,  addressing  a  Grand  Jury, 
CiongT'atulated  them  on  the  smallness  of 
the  Calendar,  the  disposal  of  whioli,  he 
said,  would  not  detain  them  very  long. 
Westmeath  is  the  next  county  on  my 
list.  I  find  on  the  Slst  of  last  Decem- 
ber there  were  23  extra  men  quartered 
on  this  county  upon  the  requisition  of 
the  magistrates.  There  were  63  extra 
men  quartered  there  under  the  Lord 
Lieutenant's  Proclamation,  and  one  man 
was  quartered  upon  the  county  under 
the  Prevention  of  Crime  Act.  During 
the  six  months  which  elapsed  from  De- 
cember last  to  June^  the  one  man  had 
been  removed,  so  that  the  extra  force  of 
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Westmonth  still  stood  at  86  men.   Now, 
I  wish   to  direct  the  attention  of    the 
Committee   to  the  case  of  some   other  | 
counties  which    have  always   been  re- 
garded as  quiet  counties,  and    in   the 
case  of  which  there  seems  to  be  still  leaa 
justification  for  the  maintenance  of  extra 
police  forces.     Take  the  case  of  Meath. 
In  December,  1883,  there  were  72  extra 
men  quartered  there  under  the  12ih  sec- 
tion of  the  Act  of  Will.  IV.,  and  threol 
under   the    Prevention    of   Crime   Act. 
There   are    now    52   extra   men    quar-  j 
tered  in  this  county  under  the   Act  of  I 
WUl.  IV.,    at  a  cost  to  the  county   of  J 
sometliing  like  £2,000.     I   should  like] 
to  know  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the' 
Chief  Secretary  could  give  me  any  in- 
formation  as  to  the  date  of  the  repre- 
sentations made  by  the  magistrates  withi 
regard   to   those   counties    on    the   list) 
where  extra  police  are  quortered  under 
the  12  th  section  of  the  Act  of  Will.  IV.?  ' 
I  refer  to  the  West  Riding  of  Gal  way  ; 
to  the  county  of  Kilkenny,  where  55  men 
are   quartered   under  this  section,   and 
none  underthe  Proclamation  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant;  King's   County,    where   151 
men  are  quartered  under  the  provisions  | 
of  the  12th  section,  and  only  12  under 
the   Proclamation    of  the    Lord    Lieu- 
tenant; Queen's  County,  where  15  men 
ore  quartered  under  the    I2th  section, 
and  Jione  under  the  Proclamation  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant;  the  county  of  Long- 
ford, where  34  extra  men  are  quartered 
under  this  seoliou,  and  only  22  under 
the   Proclamation   of    the    Lord    Lieu- 
tenant; County   Mayo,    where   50   mea . 
are  quartered  under  this  section,  and  60  j 
under    the   Proclamation    of  the   Lord] 
Lieutenant;  County  Meath,    where    5'J| 
extra  men  are  now  quartered  under  this 
section,  and  none  under  the  Proclnma-j 
tion  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant ;  the  county] 
of  Kildare,  where  18  men  are  still  quar- 
tered from  the  reserve  force  by  the  Lord] 
Lieutenant,  but  none  under  his  Procla- 
mation;  the  county  of  Louth,  where  15j 
men  are  quartered  under  the  12th  sec- 
tion,  but  none  under   the   Lord    Lieu- 
tenant's Proclamation ;    the   county  ofl 
Sligo,  where  50  men  are  quartered  under  j 
the  r2th  section,  and  45  under  the  Lord] 
Lieutenant's  Priiclamation ;    the    South] 
Riding    of    the   county    of    Tipperary,! 
whore  80  men  are  quartered  under  the! 
12th  section,  and  75  under  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant's  Proclamation ;    the  county  of 
Waterford,   where    16  extra  men   ore 
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quartered  under  the  12th  section,  and 
50  under  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  Procla- 
mation ;  thecounty  of  Westmeath,  whure 
23  extra  men  are  quartered  under  the 
1 2th  section,  and  f)3  under  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant's Proclamation ;  Belfast,  where 
320  extra  men  are  quartered  under  the 
12th  section  by  the  desire  of  the  magis- 
trates or  the  Corporation,  and  none 
under  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  Proclama- 
tion ;  the  county  of  Dublin,  where  10 
extra  men  are  quartered  under  the  12th 
section,  and  none  iinder  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant's Proclamation ;  the  county  of 
Fermanagh,  whore  10  extra  men  are 
quartered  under  the  12th  section,  and 
none  under  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  Pro- 
clamation ;  the  county  of  Monaghau, 
where  12  extra  men  are  quartered  under 
the  r2th  section,  and  none  under  the 
Lord  Lieutenant's  Proclamation ;  and 
the  city  or  county  of  Londonderry,  where 
45  extra  men  are  quartered  under  the 
12th  section,  and  none  under  the  Lord 
Lieutenant's  Proclamation.  Now,  Sir, 
I  could  go  on  indefinitely  referring  to 
the  statistics  on  this  subject ;  but  I 
think  I  have  proved  enough  to  show 
that  in  almost  every  Irish  county  there 
is  an  extra  force  of  police ;  that  in 
every  Irish  county  there  is  a  very  low 
Calendar  of  crime ;  that  at  all  the  As- 
sizes the  Judges  were  unanimous  in 
their  testimony  to  the  peaceable  con- 
dition of  the  different  counties.  The 
police  force  throughout  Ireland  gene- 
rally is  enormously  swollen  by  the  num- 
ber of  2,800  extra  men  over  and  above 
the  free  force  authorized  by  Act  of  Par- 
liament. I  think  we  are  entitled  to  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  for  his  justi- 
fication of  this  state  of  things.  I  do  not 
see  how  the  Government  can  expect  us 
calml}'  to  pass  this  Estimate  upon  the 
Eeturns  with  which  we  have  been  pre- 
sented— Returns  showing  that  the  con- 
dition of  Ireland  is  absolutely  normal 
as  respects  its  tranquillity  and  freedom 
from  crime.  All  the  contentions  upon 
which  successive  Chief  Secretaries  have 
justified  the  retention  of  extra  police 
forces  are  entirely  absent.  In  the  present 
ca!>e  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  allow  this 
Estimate  to  pass  without  very  strenuous 
protest  and  opposition,  unless  we  hear 
something  far  more  satisfactory  thau  we 
have  yet  beard  from  the  Government. 
The  reduction  of  500  and  odd  men  which 
has  taken  place  during  the  last  few 
mouths  out  uf  the  total  force  is  entirely 


inadequate.  There  are  several  of  the 
counties  to  which  I  have  alluded  which 
are  amongst  the  most  imjwverished 
throughout  Ireland.  The  county  of 
Clare  contains  a  very  large  population 
of  very  small  tenant  farmers.  The 
county  of  Cork  is  also  in  a  similar  posi- 
tion ;  the  county  of  Galway,  where  the 
police  tax  is  also  most  crushing,  is  in  a 
very  impoverished  state ;  the  county  of 
Kerry  is  notorious  as  being  one  of  the 
most  poverty-stricken  counties  in  Ire- 
land ;  the  county  of  Limerick,  the  only 
rich  county  on  the  list  where  the  force  is 
very  high,  is  remarkable  for  having 
been  absolutely  free  from  crime  of  any 
kind  during  the  last  two  years;  the 
county  of  Sligo  is  another  impoverished 
county;  and  the  county  of  Tipperary  is 
at  present,  and  has  been  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  exceedingly  quiet.  I 
might  go  over  the  whole  list  and  show, 
in  the  same  way  as  I  have  abundantly 
done  with  respect  to  those  counties,  that 
there  is  not  the  slightest  justification, 
even  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  Go- 
vernment, for  the  maintenance  of  this 
cruel  tax  resulting  from  the  quartering 
of  large  extra  forces  of  police  upon  the 
people.  Three  years  ago  the  Prede- 
cessor (Mr.  W.  E.  Forster)  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  (Mr. 
Trovelyan)  informed  the  Committee, 
during  one  of  the  discussions  which  took 
place  on  this  Voto,  that  in  a  short  time 
ne  hoped  to  be  able  to  hand  over  the 
police  force  to  elective  authorities  in 
Ireland.  The  lapse  of  time  which  has 
taken  place  since  then  do  not  justify  the 
prediction  and  hope  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  W.  E.  Forster).  In- 
stead of  the  force  being  reduced,  wo 
have  had  it  enormously  increased.  Apart 
from  the  hardship  to  the  localities,  and 
to  the  ratepayers  who  have  to  pay  these 
crushing  inflictions,  the  force  in  its 
character  is  absolutely  unconstitutional. 
Eminent  Constitutional  lawyers,  like  the 
late  Mr.  Butt,  have  given  it  as  their 
opinion  that  the  maintenance  of  this 
police  force  in  Ireland,  an  absolutely 
military  force  in  its  character,  is  a  breach, 
of  the  annual  Army  Discipline  Act. 
Certainly,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  should  tell  us  to-day 
that  he  proposes  to  diminish  this  extra 
force  by  at  least  one-half  during  the 
next  six  months,  and  that  he  hopes 
within  the  subsequent  period  of  six 
months  to  dispense  with  it  altogether. 
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If  we  do  not  receive  some  assurance  of 
that  kind,  the  action  which  will  have  to 
be  taken  by  the  people  of  Ireland  and 
by  their  Representatives  is  a  matter 
which  will  have  to  be  very  carefully 
considered.  The  rates  for  ostra  police 
are  now  levied  by  the  Grand  Juries, 
bodies  absolutely  without  any  particle 
whatever  of  a  representative  character. 
If  in  any  district  the  Grand  Jury  refuse 
to  levy  the  rate,  there  is  the  Judge'eyfu/ 
to  compel  them  to  do  so  ;  and  if  tbey 
then  refuse  to  levy  the  rate,  there  is  the 
further  order  of  the  Queen's  Bench  ;  in 
fact,  the  whole  levying  of  the  extra  police 
is  beset  with  a  series  of  cast-iron  enact- 
ments which  might  do  credit  to  an  age  of 
barbarism  and  a  rule  of  despotism,  but 
whi<h  are  eerlainlj'  out  of  place  on  the 
Statute  Book  at  the  present  time.  For 
our  part,  we  shall  not  cease  to  protest 
against  these  enactments ;  and,  as  I  have 
ju.«t  said,  in  the  absence  of  any  satis- 
factory assurance  from  the  right  hou. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  to  tlie 
Lord  Lieutenant,  it  will  become  a  matter 
for  serious  consideration  whether  the 
collection  of  this  oppressive  tax  cannot 
be  prevented  by  the  organized  action  of 
the  people  of  Ireland.  We  have  from 
the  glowing  pen  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Trevelyan)  himself  some 
very  significant  and  good  advice  upon 
the  subject.     The  taxes,  the  refusal  to 

Eay  which  was  referred  to  by  the  right 
on.  Gentleman  in  terms  of  approval, 
were  taxes  levied  upon  the  people  by 
the  Eepresentatives  of  the  people  in 
Parliament,  so  far  as  the  people  wore 
then  represented  ;  but  these  taxes  are 
not  levied  upon  our  people  by  Parlia- 
ment ;  they  are  levied  by  an  irrespon- 
sible clique  in  Dublin  Castle,  some  of 
whose  iniquities  have  recently  been 
brought  to  light  by  the  exertions  of  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Mallow 
(Mr.  O'Brien).  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
distribution  of  those  extra  police  amongst 
the  unhappy  counties  I  have  referred  to 
depended  very  much  upon  the  Reports 
of  the  notorious  person  whose  conduct 
is  now  the  subject  of  examination  by  the 
Dublin  Police  Court  sitting  in  eamerd. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  if  the  system  could 
be  further  examined  into,  and  I  trust 
that  a  long  time  will  not  elapse  before 
an  opportunity  may  be  found  of  examin- 
ing into  the  system  which  obtains  in 
Dublin  Castle— I  have  no  doubt  that  if 
the   system   were   further    investigated 
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and  examined  into,  we  should  find  that 
the  action  of  the  Irish  Executive  was 
directed  and  depended  upon  the  advice 
of  men  very  little  better  in  character 
and  position  than  that  of  the  Govern- 
ment officials,  whose  conduct  so  recently 
became  the  subject  of  criminal  investi- 
gation. So  long  as  you  rule  Ireland  by 
a  centralized  system  of  Government  at 
the  dictation  of  a  group  of  permanent 
officials  in  Dublin  Castle  the  possessors 
of  swollen  and  enormous  salaries,  whose 
existence  necessarily  depends  on  keep- 
ing up  a  state  of  alarm  in  the  minds  of 
the  English  people  and  Parliament  with 
regard  to  the  condition  of  Ireland,  so 
long  you  will  find  it  is  impossible  for  you 
to  rule  her  justly,  and  that  it  will  con- 
tinue impossible  for  you  to  escape  the 
complaints  and  the  criticisms  which  we 
have  been  compelled  to  direct  against 
you  and  against  your  system  of  admi- 
nistration during  the  present  Session, 
and  so  long  will  tlie  administration  of 
Ireland  by  England  and  by  the  ring  in 
Dublin,  who  have  got  possession  of  that 
administration,  be  a  subject  of  reproocU 
amongst  the  peoples  of  the  civilized 
world.  I  beg  to  move  the  reduction  of 
this  Vote  by  the  sum  of  £100,000. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £840,095.  be 
granted  to  Her  )(ajesty,  to  coroplota  the  sum 
necesiiary  to  defray  tho  Charge  wliich  will  coma 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  3Ist  day  of  Mureh  IHSa,  for  the  Con- 
stabulary Force  in  Ireland." — {Jfr.  foriitll.) 

'Shi.  TREVELYAN  :  Sir,  I  propose, 
in  replying  to  the  considerable  number 
of  Gentlemen  who  have  spoken  upon  a 
subject  of  such  interest  to  Ireland,  to 
go  through  their  speeches  consecutively, 
and  to  come  last  to  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  (Mr. 
Parnell),  who  spoke  with  an  amount  of 
statistical  preparation  that  deserves  spe- 
cial notice.  While,  however,  the  last 
words  he  spoke  are  still  ringing  in  our 
ears,  I  cannot  but  enter  my  protest 
against  them.  The  hon.  Member  said 
that  he  considered  that  it  was  very  likely 
that  if  some  leading  officials  in  Dublin 
Castle  had  their  conduct  examined,  their 
characters  would  stand  little  higher,  I 
think  he  said,  than  the  characters  of  the 
two  people  connected  with  different  parts 
of  the  government  of  Ireland,  one  of 
them  not  connected  with  Dublin  Castle 
at  all,  who  have  been  accused  of  very 
great  crimes  indeed.      Sir,   it  is  quite 


1489 


Supply — Civil  (Attqitst  2,  1884)         Strviet  Eitimattt. 


plain  that  if  the  hoo.  Member  has  evi- 
dence of  that  fact,  he  ought  to  produce 
it.  I  must  call  the  greatest  attention  to 
this,  because  it  is  a  very  serious  matter. 
Everybody  knows  very  well  who  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  and  myself  are  advised 
by  in  high  matters  of  criminal  and 
police  administration.  If  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber has  evidence  against  any  of  the  per- 
sons who  are  well  known  to  advise  us, 
that  evidence  ought  to  be  produced  in  a 
Court  of  Law. 

Mk.  PAENELL  :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  give  me  a  Select  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons  to  inquire 
into  the  Thole  system  of  criminal  inves- 
tigation in  Ireland  ? 

Mk.  TREVELYAN  :  This  is  not  a 
question  of  the  criminal  system  of  Dublin 
Castle ;  it  is  a  question  whether  a  sin- 
gularly odious  imputation,  which  I  am 
inclined  to  think  the  hon.  Member  does 
not  feel  the  full  gravity  of,  ought  to  be 
madewithoutevidenoeagainstanypeople, 
whether  they  are  members  of  the  Irish 
Administration  or  whether  they  are  pri- 
vate individuals.  The  first  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  addressed  the  Committee  was 
the  hon.  Member  for  Limerick  (Mr. 
O'Sullivan),  and  the  particular  point  to 
which  he  referred  in  connection  with 
this  question  was  the  protection  of  a 
certain  landlord,  a  Mr.  Ooote.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  said  Mr.  Coote  was  an  ex- 
tremely unpopular  landlord,  and  he  asks 
if  we  uphold  him  and  the  system  he 
adopts  towards  his  tenants.  We  neither 
uphold  Mr.  Coote  nor  the  system  of  his 
dealings  with  his  tenants ;  his  dealings 
are  not,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  a  subject 
for  consideration  by  the  Executive  Go- 
vernment. What  we  did  was  to  give 
him  such  protection  as  his  safety  re- 
quired. It  is  certainly  a  very  unfortu- 
nate thing  that  these  relations  between 
landlords  and  tenants  should  have  ex- 
isted in  Ireland,  and  that  so  much  evil 
should  have  come  out  of  them ;  but  if 
one  consequence  of  them  is  that  the  life 
or  the  limb  of  any  individual,  be  he 
landlord  or  tenant,  is  in  danger,  it  is 
plainly  the  business  of  the  Executive  to 
afford  them  protection.  I  may  say  with 
regard  to  the  question  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Limerick  (Mr.  O'Sullivan),  re- 
specting the  police  of  Limerick,  there 
is  some  prospect  that  at  no  distant  date 
there  may  be  a  reduction  of  the  extra 
police  quartered  in  the  county. 

Mk.  PAENELL :  To  what  extent? 
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Mb.  TEEVELTAN:  To  the  extent 
that  safety  will  allow.  I  hope  hon. 
Members  will  think  I  do  my  best  to  re- 
duce the  number  of  extra  .police  when- 
ever I  can.  I  now  oome  to  the  review 
of  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Kilkenny  (Mr.  Marum). 
Kilkenny  is  a  county  in  which  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  has  had  no  direct  concern 
with  the  police.  In  Kilkenny  there  are 
extra  police,  because  they  were  asked  for 
orig^ally  by  the  magistrates.  The  hon. 
Member  (Mr.  Marum)  says  the  number 
of  police  ought  to  be  reduced  on  account 
of  the  suffering  of  agriculture  and  the 
overburdened  rates  of  the  county. 
Well,  Sir,  I  do  not  think  that  on  that 
account  alone  Kilkenny  has  any  special 
right  to  a  reduction  of  its  local  burdens, 
which  reduction  would  mean  throwing 
the  expenses  on  the  general  taxpayer. 
There  has  very  recently  been  a  reduction 
of  15  extra  police  in  Kilkenny.  The 
extra  police  in  that  county  are  now  55 
in  number,  so  that  that  county,  a  rich 
county,  and  a  prosperous  county  agri- 
culturally, compared  with  a  great  num- 
ber of  the  English  counties  which  have 
to  join  in  paying  the  taxes  out  of  which 
these  police  would  be  paid  for  if  they 
were  not  paid  for  by  the  county  of  Kil- 
kenny— that  county  is  only  burdened  to 
the  extent  of  about  £2,200  or  £2,300  a- 
year.  If  the  hon.  Member  for  Kilkenny 
(Mr.  Marum)  would  take  an  English 
agricultural  county  of  the  same  rating 
as  Kilkenny,  a  county  in  which  the  ^ri- 
cultural  industry  is  the  same  as  in  Kil- 
kenny, he  will  find  that  that  county 
would  be  glad,  and  glad  many  times 
over,  if  its  contribution  to  the  police  of 
the  county  only  amounted  to  £2,300.  I 
am  bound  to  say  there  is  no  county  in 
England  which  stands  in  the  same  posi- 
tion pecuniarily  as  Kilkenny,  which  has 
not  to  pay  at  least  twice  as  much  for  its 
police ;  and,  therefore,  I  think  it  would 
be  extremely  hard  if  the  English  counties 
were  to  be  called  upon  to  pay  for  the 
extra  police  required  in  Kilkenny.  The 
hon.  Member  may  say  that  these  55 
extra  police  are  not  required.  It  was 
not  the  Lord  Lieutenant  who  placed 
them  there  of  his  own  accord ;  he  placed 
them  there  on  the  application  of  the  ma- 
gistrates. The  hon.  Member  for  the 
City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Parnell)  asks  on  what 
date  these  applications  of  the  magis- 
trates were  maide  ?  On  that  point  I  am 
quite  ready  to  call  for  a  Eetum ;  they 
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are,  for  the  most  part,  of  considerable 
standing,  because  the  present  number  of 
the  police,  generally  spealcing,  represent 
what  the  magistrates,  who  are  respon- 
sible for  the  quiet  and  peace  of  the  coun- 
try, consider  ought  to  be  the  nominal 
force  of  the  country.  In  the  case  of 
Kilkenny,  however,  the  application  was 
made  in  1882.  I  have  only  made  a 
general  observation,  because,  whether 
they  are  of  long  or  short  standing,  the 
magistrates,  I  feel  sure,  would  listen  to 
the  general  opinion  of  the  country  ;  and, 
at  any  rate,  whatever  their  own  opinion 
might  be,  the  Qovemment  most  certainly 
would  listen  very  attentively  to  the  opi- 
nions of  the  magistrates  upon  a  sub- 
ject of  this  kind.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Carlow  (Mr.  Dawson)  began  his  speech 
by  referring  to  the  City  of  Limerick, 
and  he  said  we  had  increased  the  police 
force  there  in  1882  on  account  of  the 
riotous  state  of  the  town,  and  yet  we  had 
obtained  no  convictions ;  we  had  not 
brought  any  prisoners  either  before 
the  Petty  Sessions  magistrates,  or  be- 
fore the  Assize  Judges.  Well,  Sir, 
that  is  not  the  case.  I  say  that  in  the 
case  of  almost  every  riotous  disturb- 
ance that  is  recorded  in  Limerick  there 
was  some  conviction  more  or  less  im- 
portant. But  that  in  itself  is  not  all,  be- 
cause the  main  cause  of  the  bringing  extra 
police  into  Limerick  in  1882  was  the 
general  riotous  state  of  the  streets,  and 
the  danger  in  which  policemen  would 
be  who  were  either  patrolling  singly,  or 
patrolling  at  too  great  a  distance  from 
their  nearest  comrade.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Carlow  (Mr.  Dawson)  says  that 
the  state  of  things  in  Ireland  is  so  op- 
pressive that  he  almost  expects,  or  at 
any  rate  hopes,  that  the  English  people 
themselves  will  rise  up  and  put  an  end  to 
it.  Sir,  I  am  not  quite  certain  whether  it 
is  altogether  judicious  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  English  people  to  the  question 
of  police  in  Ireland.  I  have  got  the 
figures  here  which  are  taken  from  the 
last  published  Criminal  and  Judicial 
Statistics — namely,  those  published  in 
1883  for  the  year  1882. 

Mk.  HEALY:  The  English  people 
control  their  police. 

Mb.  TEEVELYAN:  lam  aware  of 
the  main  arguments  of  hon.  Members 
from  Ireland  upon  this  question ;  but  I 
was  speaking  about  the  financial  state  of 
Ireland,  to  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
Carlow  (Mr.  Dawson)  referred.    I  find 
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that  in  England  the  total  cost  of  the 
police    was    £3,264,000;    of    that    the 
proportion    paid    by    the    localities    is 
£1,985,000 — that  is,  1».  6rf.  per  head  is 
paid  by  the  population  of  England  to- 
wards the  maintenance  of  their  police. 
In  Scotland  the  cost  of  the  pouce  is 
£331,000,  and  £197,000— that  is  to  say, 
1«.  \d.  per  head  of  the  population  is 
paid  for  the  maintenance  of  the  police 
by  the  localities.    In  Ireland  the  total 
cost  of  the  police  in  1 882  was  £  1 ,452,000. 
The  part  paid  by  the  people  was  £124,000 
— that  is  to  say,  &d.  per  headof  the  popu- 
lation.    Since  then  the  total  cost  of  the 
police  in  Ireland  has  somewhat  risen ; 
and  I  take  it  that  the  part  paid  by  the 
community  has  risen  to  such  an  extent 
that  probably  it  comes  to  Id.  per  head. 
I  cannot  see  that  that  represents  a  state 
of  things  which  would  excite  the  over- 
whelming indignation  of  the  people  of 
England  if  it  were  brought  before  them. 
Well,  now,  the  hon.  Member  forMona- 
ghan  (Mr.  Healy)  has  just  suggested  one 
argument  bearing  upon  this  question; 
but  there  is  another  which,  of  course, 
every  hon.  Member  on  those  Benches 
feels  the  force  of,  and  that  is  that  though 
Ireland  pays    extremely  little  for  the 
cost  of  her  police  the  cost  is  very  un- 
equally distributed.    If  it  were  7rf.  per 
head  for  the  whole  of  Ireland  that  was 
paid  towards  the  cost  of  the  police,  the 
tax  would  not  be  so  severely  felt,  and  I 
allow  that  Td.  per  head  grows  to  be  con- 
siderably more  in  the  counties  which  are 
specially  taxed;  but  in  only  one  case 
does  the  police  tax  amount  to  anything 
like  what  it  does  in  English  counties  ;  in 
no  part  of  Ireland,  except  in  the  City  of 
Dublin,  is  the  payment  at  all  equal  to 
that  of  an  ordinary  English  county  or 
an   ordinary  English  town;    stUl,    im- 
doubtedly,  in  many  places  it  is  consider- 
ably more  than  Id.  per  head.     The  hon. 
Gentleman  the  junior  Member  for  Cork 
(Mr.  Deasy)  referred  for  a  time  to  the 
police  for  the  City  of  Cork.     He  stated 
that  Captain  Plunkett  had  20  detectives 
on  his  staff.     Well,  Sir,  he  has  not  30 
detectives  on  his  staff;  he  has  nine ;  and 
these  detectives  are  not  paid  for  by  the 
City.     I  explained  the  other  day  that 
the  hon.  Member  labours  under  a  mis- 
apprehension with  regard  to  the  police 
question  in  the  City  of  Cork ;  no  excep- 
tion is  made  and  no  more  of  the  police 
force  are  charged  for  than  those  on 
duty. 
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Mb.  DEASY  :  Is  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman aware  that  Captain  Plunkett 
stated  before  a  Committee  of  the  Cork 
Corporation,  a  few  weeks  back,  that  he 
had  22  detectives  on  his  staflf  ? 

Mr.  TEEVELYAN  :  I  am  not  aware 
of  it.  Captain  Plunkett  has  nine  detec- 
tives quartered  at  Cork,  and  those  are 
not  paid  for  by  the  City.  If  there  are 
any  other  detectives  besides,  they  would 
be  used  for  purely  local  purposes,  and 
they  would  be  as  much  local  policemen 
as  any  other  of  the  local  staff.  The  nine 
detectives  who  are  there,  are  there  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  for  the  general 
safety  of  the  Kingdom  by  preventing 
the  importation  of  dynamite,  and  check- 
ing the  arrival  of  dangerous  men  from 
America ;  but,  as  I  have  said,  they  are 
not  charged  to  the  City.  The  hon. 
Member  (Mr.  Deasy)  asked  me  for  an 
assurance  that  meetings  would  not  be 
interfered  with  this  year.  On  that  point 
I  can  speak  very  positively  to  this  effect, 
that  our  interference  or  non-interference 
depends  upon  those  who  call  the  meet- 
ings together.  If  meetings  are  called 
together  in  places  whore  there  are 
"Boycotted"  farms  in  any  number, 
and  places  where  outrages  directed 
against  special  persons  are  really  ap- 
prehended, and  places  where  special  per- 
sons would  be  put,  for  some  reason,  in 
fear  of  their  lives,  the  Irish  Government 
would  have  to  act  up  to  its  now  some- 
what long-established  principle  of  action. 
It  is  impossible  to  allow  meetings  to  be 
so  announced,  so  placarded,  and  bo  con- 
ducted as  to  interfere  with  the  civil 
rights  of  individuals  by  putting  them 
in  terror  of  life  or  limb.  Those  parts 
of  the  country  in  which  that  is  likely  to 
be  the  case  are  now  few,  I  am  glad  to 
say ;  and  most  certainly,  so  far  as  ordi- 
nary political  excitement  is  concerned, 
the  Government  is  of  opinion  that  such 
excitement  is  rather  healthy  than  un- 
healthy. ["Oh,  oh!"]  Yes,  that  is 
my  opinion  ;  and  I  think  it  is  borne  out 
by  my  speeches.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Limerick  (Mr.  O'Sullivan)  explained  tp 
us  that  during  his  election,  which  he 
said  was  an  election  exciting  a  good 
deal  of  interest  in  the  town,  no  outrage 
or  rioting  took  place.  Our  general  ex- 
perience in  Ireland,  as  elsewhere,  is  that 
well-contested  elections,  whether  they 
are  for  municipal  or  Parliamentary  pur- 
poses, are  times  when  the  worst  passions 
of  the  people  are  merged  in  the  great 


flood  of  healthy  and  legitimate  excite- 
ment in  which  the  population  are  in- 
volved. So  far  as  that  is  the  case  with 
elections,  it  is  the  case  with  meetings 
which  are  held  fcr  purposes  of  getting 
up  political  feeling,  and  not  for  the  pur- 
pose for  which  some  meetings  have  been 
held  in  certain  parts  of  Ireland,  of  put- 
ting pressure  upon  the  minds  of  particu- 
lar individuals.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  Galway  (Colonel  Nolan) 
said  he  considered  the  number  of  the 
free  force  was  too  many,  and  he  asked 
for  Beturns  from  the  different  counties. 
I  will  see  whether  the  Beturn  for  which 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  asks  can 
be  given.  I  have  got  a  little  Eeturn 
here  which  shows  that  the  difference 
between  the  regular  normal  force  and 
the  real  force  is  about  5  per  cent.  The 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  thinks  that 
Galway  is  badly  used  in  this  particular. 
Well,  Sir,  that  is  not  the  case.  The 
free  force  in  each  of  the  Divisions  of 
Galwayis  in  one  case  288,  and  in  theother 
289  men,  while  the  normal  strength  is 
266  and  268  men  ;  so  that  Galway  pre- 
serves, as  nearly  as  possible,  the  actual 
average.  I  am  glad  to  inform  him  that 
Galway  is  a  county  in  which  there  have 
been  pretty  considerable  recent  reduc- 
tions of  the  extra  force.  The  force  has 
recently  been  reduced  in  the  East  Bid- 
ing from  173  to  145,  and  in  the  West  Bid- 
ing it  has  recently  been  reduced  from 
220  to  200.  There  are  still  a  certain 
number  of  people  under  protection  in 
the  West  Biding ;  but  the  Biding  is  be- 
coming steadily  more  peaceable,  and 
further  reductions  may  be  hoped  for  at 
no  very  distant  period.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Longford  (Mr.  Justin  M'Carthy) 
asked  a  question  about  the  attendance 
of  shorthand  writers  with  the  police  at 
meetings — a  matter  which  shall  receive 
my  almost  immediate  attention.  I 
should  be  very  glad  if  the  police  autho- 
rities could  be  induced  to  see  that,  at 
large  open  meetings  attended  by  Mem- 
bers of  Parliament,  shorthand  writers 
could  be  dispensed  with,  for  this  appears 
to  me  one  of  the  relics  of  a  more  turbulent 
state  of  things  which  we  may  hope  has 
passed  away.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Westmeath  (Mr.  Sullivan)  has  spoken 
with  some  severity  of  the  Government, 
because  they  allowed  a  witness  to  come 
back  to  the  country  where  he  had  been 
living,  and  then  sent  a  police  force  to 
protect  him.    The  hon.  Member  applied 
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to  that  person  very  strong,  though  pos- 
sibly not  undoservod,  language,  though 
I  TOust  Bfty  I  think  he  should  hare  ap- 
plied it  to  those  persons  who  were  con- 
victed hy  that  miin's  testimony.  He 
described  him  oa  a  pet  of  the  Govom- 
ixient,  and  as  a  very  valuable  individual. 
Now,  Sir,  I  must  say  that  I  think  it 
would  have  been  a  most  arbitrary  stretch 
of  power  for  the  Govemmeut  to  say 
where  a  man  should  or  should  not  live  ; 
and  if  ho  lives  where  ho  chooses  to  live, 
I  must  say  that  I  think  he  has  as  much 
right  to  our  i)rotection  as  every  other 
citizen.  The  hon.  Member  has  asked 
me  whether  a  particular  lady — a  Miss 
Thompson — profits  by  tlio  protection  of 
the  police.  I  have  been  asked  that 
question  before,  and  it  shall  not  go 
without  an  answer.  I  regret  to  say  that 
I  have  known  some  other  iuhtances  where 
a  person  does  profit  owing  to  tlie  attend- 
ance of  the  police.  As  to  the  presence 
of  extra  police  being  an  encouragement 
to  bad  landlords,  that  would  carry  the 
hon.  Member  very  much  further  than  ho 
probably  meant  to  go.  In  the  first  place, 
the  relations  between  landlord  and  ten- 
ant have  now  been  placed  upon  such  a 
footing  that,  except  in  compai-atively 
rare  cases,  a  man  can  hardly  show  iiim- 
eelf  a  bad  landlord. 

Mb.  HEALY:  There  are  100,000 
leaseholders. 

Mr.  TEEVELYAN:  I  said  in  the 
majority  of  oases.  In  the  next  place, 
it  is  ftu  extremely  dangerous  principle 
to  lay  down  that  you  are  not  to  keep  tijo 
number  of  police — the  force  which  the 
law  requires — in  order  to  enforce  the 
law,  because  certain  individuals  may 
strain  the  law.  I  cannot  imagine  any 
doctrine  which  would  lead  to  a  more 
perfect  state  of  lawlessuess,  upheld  by 
the  moral  sanction  of  the  people.  Whe- 
ther a  man  strains  it  or  not,  the  law  is 
still  the  law  ;  and  you  cannot  accuse  the 
police,  who  are  required  to  enforce  the 
law,  because  it  is  put  by  some  people  to 
a  use  which  you  would  not  wish  it  to 
be  put  to.  The  hon.  Member  for  Enni.s 
(Mr.  Kenny)  has  asked  for  the  number 
of  extra  police  under  all  heads ;  but  I 
think  that  in  some  respects  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Par- 
nell)  has  relieved  me  from  that  task. 
At  the  same  time,  I  shall  be  glad  to 
provide  the  hon.  Member  for  Enuiswith 
any  papers  or  particulars  that  he  may 
wish  for.   They  lie  in  a  narrow  compass, 
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and  hall-an-hour's  reading  will  put  him 
in  possession  of  the  facts.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  has  asked  what  is  the  pre- 
sent position  of  Mr.  Jenkinson,  and  whe- 
ther ho  is  paid  out  of  this  Vote.  During 
the  last  fi'w  months  Mr.  Jenkinson  has 
been  much  in  London,  guarding  the 
public  from  the  attacks  which  have  been 
made  upon  thom.  The  very  serious  case 
which  was  brought  to  an  end  yesterday 
proves  that  these  attacks  are  not  imagi- 
nary. Now  that  the  case  is  over,  I  may 
say  that  it  is  impossible  for  anyone  to 
read  the  scientific  evidence  as  to  the 
efi'oct  produced  bj'  these  bombsheUs 
without  feeling  sure  that  they  were 
meant  for  murder,  and  that  they  could 
not  be  used  for  imy  other  purpose,  and 
murder  of  the  most  terrible  sort.  Any- 
one who  roads  this  evidence  cannot  fail 
to  see  that  the  meu  who  use  these  wea- 
pons are  terrible  enemies,  and  Mr.  Jon- 
kinson's  duty  in  London  has  been  to 
enable  the  Government  to  meet  these 
enemies  with  success.  But  Mr.  .lenkiu- 
son  is  paid  out  of  the  Civil  Service  Yote, 
and  not  out  of  the  Vote  now  before  the 
Committee. 

Mb.  KENNY :  Will  he  for  the  future 
bo  paid  out  of  the  Irish  Establishmeut, 
or  will  ho  be  paid  out  of  the  English 
Votes  ?  Will  he  be  sent  back  to  Ire- 
land? 

Ma.  TEEVELYAN :  He  is,  of  course, 
on  the  Irish  Establishment  at  present ; 
but  his  ultimate  position  will  have  to  be 
arranged  between  the  Irish  Government 
and  the  Home  Office.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber has  asked  about  Mr.  Clifl'ord  Lloyd 
— whether  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd's  position, 
as  defined  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury, is  to  be  modified  by  the  with- 
drawal of  the  Magistrates  (Ireland) 
Salaries  Bill  ?  Sir,  what  was  stated  by 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  was  stated, 
if  I  may  use  the  expression,  baldly, 
without  any  other  circumstance  being 
mentioned.  The  fact  of  the  matter  is 
this — it  is  the  intention  of  the  Irish  Go- 
vernment that  all  appointments  to  these 
Divisional  Magistracies  shall  henceforth 
bo  made  from  the  ranks  of  the  officers 
of  the  police,  and  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd 
does  not  belong  to  that  Force.  Tho  hon. 
Member  for  Ennis  asks  me  to  explain 
the  cause  of  the  increase  of  the  Esti- 
mate ;  but  I  must  say  that  I  am  almost 
afraid  to  say  anything  to  meet  hia 
wishes,  because  on  one  occoaiou,  when  I 
made  a  speech  explaining  an  increase  ia 
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the  Estimate  in  the  case  of  the  Vote  for 
Law  Charges,  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
City  of  Galway  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor),  in 
a  vory  bright  speech  of  his  own,  charged 
me  with  having  made  a  discursive  and 
Tambling  8pet>ch,  although  I  kept  very 
closely  indeed  to  the  Estimate.  The 
principal  cause  of  the  increase  in  pay 
Brisoa  out  of  the  Act  46  &  47  rict., 
■which  was  passed  by  Parliament  last 
year,  and  is  caused  by  the  lodging  and 
Dait  allowances,  which  wei-e  granted 
ursuant  to  the  recommendation  of  a 
Committee  of  Inquiry,  and  which  formed 
Ijart  of  the  elaborate  financial  statement 
which  I  made  to  the  Ilouse  on  a  pre- 
vious occasion.  The  principal  decreases 
are  in  extra  pay  and  in  travelling  ex- 
penses, owing  to  the  country  being  in  a 
ore  settled  condition.  A  great  deal, 
liowever,  occurs  on  the  item  of  rent  of 
barracks.  Actually  tlie  amount  paid  has 
risen  by  £400  ;  but  I  apprehend  that  the 
Tory  great  decrease  in  the  rent  arises 
Bimply  from  the  fact  that  the  police  have 
now  ceased  to  pay  tho  1«  a-week  which 
they  did  pay  by  way  of  rent  for  their 
'quarters.  The  hon.  Gentlcmau  referred 
to  the  case  of  Sub-Conatable  CaiToll. 
•which  was  certainly  a  very  singular  and 
curious  case  ;  but  a  case  in  which  the 
Grand  Jury,  so  far  as  I  can  gather,  are 
absolutely  responsible.  It  is  not  a  case 
for  tho  Executive  Government  at  all, 
except  so  far  as  we  might  adopt  the  re- 
commendation of  the  hoa.  Member  for 
Iplare  (Mr.O'Shea),  andi.ssuoaCircularto 
form  police  constables  that  they  must 
ot  keep  large  sums  of  mouey  about  them 
in  the  expectation  of  being  compensated 
by  the  Grand  Jury.  Wliether  there  is 
sufficient  likelihood  of  such  cases  recur- 
ring to  make  such  a  Circular  necessary 
I  do  not  know ;  but  if  such  a  case  did 
recur,  and  no  such  Circulai'  was  issued, 
I  should  feel  a  little  guilty  towards  the 
locality  tliat  had  to  pay.  I  now  pass  on 
to  the  hon.  Member  for  Clare,  who  asks 
me  whether  there  is  any  chance  of  the 
number  of  protection  huts  in  Clare  being 
diminished.  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  in- 
form the  hou.  Member  that  there  has 
been  a  very  substantial  reduction  re- 
cently in  Clare.  As  to  the  instances  in 
reference  to  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Pamell)  has  pro- 
vided statistics,  I  may  say  that  those 
statistics  are  not  up  to  the  very  latest 
date,  and  I  take  all  blame  to  myself  for 
that ;  but  within  the  last  few  days  the 
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number  of  extra  police  has  been  reduced 
from  235  to  200. 

Mn.  KENNY :  Is  the  right  hon.  0.«n- 
tleman  aware  that  the  sum  i)aid  for  them 
was  over  £9,000? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  :  I  said  at  the  bo- 
ginning  that  this  was  a  very  important 
point,  and  that  I  believed  there  were 
counties  in  Ireland  where  considerable 
reductions  might  be  made.  If  the  force 
in  Clare  is  still  somewhat  in  excess — 
and  I  take  tho  hon.  Member's  word 
for  that — I  cannot  hold  out  the  same 
hopes  of  further  reduction  as  in  other 
counties,  because  there  have  been  rather 
serious  outrages  in  Clare  within  the  last 
month,  and  the  stale  of  the  district  is 
very  decidedly  disturbed.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Watorford  (Mr.  I.eamy) 
inquires  as  to  the  extra  police  at  Water- 
ford,  and  he  is  evidently  under  the  im- 
pression that  they  are  .still  at  the  num- 
ber at  which  they  wore  recently  put. 
But  tho  police  have  been  reduced  to 
about  fif)  from  all  sources — 16  from  one 
source  and  20  from  another.  He  asks 
me  on  what  information  they  wern  origi- 
nally sent  down  there.  It  was  upon  tne 
information  of  the  Special  Resident 
Magistrate  that  they  were  sent,  and  they 
have  been  reduced  upon  tho  recommen- 
dation of  the  same  gentleman,  who  is 
now  a  Divisional  Magistrate.  The  hon. 
Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Par- 
noil)  began  with  an  allusion  to  tho 
grievance  of  that  City.  Sir,  I  stated  that 
I  was  very  anxious  to  take  into  consi- 
deration the  opinion  of  the  Corporation 
of  Cork.  Their  view  was  that  the  City 
requires  170  police.  Some  hon.  Gen- 
tleman— I  do  not  remember  who — said 
that,  in  his  opinion,  that  was  in  conse- 
quence of  some  misstntoraont,  or  some 
misrepresentation  ;  but  their  statement 
is  that  their  City  requires  170  men,  and 
wo  siiould  have  to  weigh  their  opinion 
most  carefully.  If  they  think  it  requires 
170  men  to  do  the  duty,  then  I  must  say 
that  n  great  community  like  Cork  does 
not  labour  under  a  grt'at  pecuniary 
grievance,  whatever  may  be  their  griev- 
ance in  not  having  the  control  of  the 
police,  in  having  to  pay  for  10  extra 
police — a  moiety  of  20 — at  a  cost  of  be- 
tween £800  and  £1,000  ayear.  The 
hoii.  Member,  speaking  of  the  Procla- 
mation under  which  the  police  were 
sent  down,  states  that  he  doubts  whe- 
ther any  Proclamation  was  justiliable. 
But  it  must  be  remembered  that  these 
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Proclamations  were  made,  for  the  most 
part,  in  the  years  1881  and  1882,  when 
the  country  waa  in  a  state  of  very  great 
and  dangerous  excitement,  and  when 
there  was  a  very  great  amount  of  crime. 
During  the  period  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment and  of  the  Government  before  it 
the  Police  Force  of  Ireland  was  9,800 
men  or  thereabouts,  and  the  outrages 
were  very  few ;  but  when  the  outrages 
grew  up  to  the  enormous  numbers  of 
1881,  1882,  and  1883,  the  additional 
police  were  all  required — they  were  ne- 
cessary to  preserve  the  peace  of  the 
country.  The  hon.  Member  for  the  City 
of  Cork  has  compared  the  amount  gained 
in  the  reduction  of  rents  with  the  amount 
paid  for  extra  police ;  but  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber, when  dealing  with  the  reduction  of 
rents,  only  gave  us  the  figures  of  the 
reductions  obtained  by  the  fixture  of  fair 
rents.  I  always  claim  to  have  added  to 
them  the  reductions  made  under  agree- 
ments, and  thesO  two  come  together  to 
considerably  over  £500,000 ;  and  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  at  least  as  much 
more — hon.  Members  opposite  would  say 
very  much  more  than  that — is  due  to  the 
indirect  operation  of  the  Land  Act,  and 
if  we  make  the  comparison  in  that  way, 
I  should  say  that  at  the  very  least  the 
Land  Act  has  put  10  times  as  much  into 
the  pockets  of  the  farmers,  in  the  shape 
of  reduced  rents,  as  has  been  taken  out 
to  pay  for  extra  police. 

Ma.  PARNELL :  It  was  not  the  Land 
Act  that  did  that. 

Ma.  TEEVELYAN  :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber has  80  completely  confined  himself 
to  the  operations  of  the  Land  Act,  that 
I  naturally  gave  the  Land  Act  credit  for 
it.  Now,  the  hon.  Member,  in  his  ap- 
peal to  the  Committee,  has  entirely  left 
out  of  sight  one  most  important  ques- 
tion, with  regard  to  which  I  have  not 
heard  a  single  word  said  to-day,  and 
that  is  the  question  of  the  police  pen- 
sions. It  must  be  remembered  with 
regard  to  these  pensions^-of  which  we 
heard  a  good  deal  yesterday,  when  they 
supplied  an  argument  or  a  comparison 
with  the  pensions  of  the  National  School 
teachers — that,  while  in  England  the 
State  contributes  nothing  at  all  of  any 
sort  or  kind,  in  Ireland  it  contributes 
everything. 

Ma.  HEALY :  Shame !  Give  them 
nothing. 

Me.  TREVELYAN  :  I  am  stating  a 
financial  fact.    I  am  not  quite  sure  to 
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which  country  that  expression  applies ; 
but,  as  I  have  already  stated,  this  mat- 
ter has  not  been  mentioned  before  to- 
day, although  it  greatly  reduces  any 
grievance  which  Ireland  may  have 
against  the  payment  of  the  extra  police. 
The  moment  the  extra  policeman  is 
taken  off,  the  county  pays  nothing  for 
him — it  gets  rid  of  him  entirely — but,  in 
England,  a  moiety  of  every  policeman  is 
paid  for  by  the  locality,  and  his  pension 
is  paid  for  by  the  locality  alone.  The 
hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  (Mr. 
Parnell)  has  asked  what  we  are  going 
to  do  with  the  reduction  of  the  police  ? 
The  hon.  Member  for  Ennis  (Mr.  Kenny) 
did  the  same,  and  both  hon.  Members 
gave  vent  to  something  approaching  to 
a  serious  menace  in  the  shape  of  a  sort 
of  appeal  to  the  Irish  people  not  to  pay 
police  tax.  But  I  think  that  even  those 
hon.  Members  will  confess  that  if  you 
reduce  the  police  too  suddenly  and  too 
entirely  in  all  the  counties  in  Ireland, 
you  would  give  rise  to  a  state  of  things 
which  would  compel  an  increase  of  the 
police  tax.  I  would  never  for  a  moment 
consent  to  the  immediate  total  reduction 
of  the  extra  police  in  such  counties  as 
Kerry  or  Clare.  I  should  consider  it 
most  wicked  to  do  so,  both  for  the  sake 
of  those  counties  immediately,  and  for 
the  sake  of  the  peace  of  Ireland  in  the 
future.  But  the  Government  have  been, 
and  are,  anxious  to  take  advantage  of 
the  improved  state  of  the  country,  and 
to  reduce  the  police  in  a  tail  proportion. 
The  hon.  Member  has  stated,  with  per- 
fect accuracy  and  fairness,  the  amount 
of  the  reduction  that  has  been  made  in 
the  last  six  months.  The  net  reduction 
in  the  number  of  the  police  during  that 
period  has  been  about  475,  counting 
those  in  Clare,  of  which  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber was  not  aware.  The  extra  police 
have  been  reduced  at  the  rate  of  about 
80  a  month — I  wish  I  could  say  that 
during  the  last  month  the  outrages  had 
fallen  ofi'  quite  in  the  same  proportion. 
Well,  Sir,  at  such  frequent  intervals  do  I 
consider  it  my  duty  to  write  around  to  the 
Resident  Magistrates  and  ascertain  what 
reductions  can  be  made,  that  even  since 
these  figures,  from  which  I  was  enabled 
to  provide  this  Return,  came  in,  I  have 
been  told  of  four  counties  where  there 
are  hopes  of  reduction,  and  all  round 
Ireland  the  authorities  are  constantly 
looking  about  to  see  what  reductions 
can  be  made.      At  this  moment  it  is 
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hoped  that  almost  directly  we  may 
reduce  all  tho  extra  police  in  Donegal, 
all  the  extra  police  in  King's  County, 
and  make  a  substantial  reduction  of  25 
in    Sligo,  and  of  20  in  Tipperarj'.     If 

..the  police  can  be  i-oducoJ  in  this  way — 
not  doing  it  for  dramatic  purposes  ;  not 

|for  political  purposes ;    not   in   such    a 

launer  as  to  spare  six  or  eight  hours' 

Jebate  upon  the  Estimates,  and  a  dia- 

Hgreeable  Division  at  the  end  of  it ;  but 

{doing  it  conscientiously  and  practically, 

md  with  reference  to  the  state  of  each 

iven  locality   where   the  reduction   is 

lade — I  can  see  that  at  the  end  of  the 

Isext  six  months  there  would  be  a  very 
substantial  relief  to  tho  ratepayers  of 
Ireland.     I  can  say  for  myself  that  I 

Evill  spare  no  exertion  to  see  that  these 
reductions  are  kept  up  to  the  very  maxi- 
mum which  we  can  induce  the  local 
police  authorities  to  agree  to.  Further 
than  that  I  certainly  cannot  go  ;  I'or,  in 

lithe  first  place,  I  am  of  opinion  that  to 
run  tho  risk  of  burdening  again  the  tax- 
payers of  the  country  by  any  renewal  of 
the  state  of  agitation  and  lawleesaoss 
which  before  existed  in  Ireland  woidd 
be  extremely  wrong ;  and,  in  the  next 
place,  I  am  very  much  struck  by  the 
small  price  which  the  Irish  people  are 
called  on  to  bear  for  the  police  of  the 
country  as  a  whole. 

Mr.  HEALY  :  Cannot  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  give  us  the  relative  figures 

.for  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland  ? 
Mb.  TREVELYAN  :    I  will  directly, 
am  very  anxious,  I  repeat,  to  reduce 
the  police ;  but  I  cannot  do  it  at  the 
risk  of  any   renewed   agitation  or  dis- 
turbance. Another  motive  which  governs 
me  is  that  I  conceive  it  would  be  a  most 
terrible  confession,  both  for  rulers  and 
ruled,  if  the  alienation  between  tho  two 
countries  should  be  so  complete  that  we 
could  not  hope  to  return   to  the  same 
etato  of  law,  order,  and  goodwill  that 
existed  before  the  occurrence  of  the  out- 
rages and  crimes  of  1881  and  1882.    Sir, 
the  figures  which  have  been  given  to  mo 
^^are  taken  from  the  Criminal  and  Judicial 
^Bfitatistica  for  tho  year   1H82,  when  the 
^Htotal  cost  of  police  iu  England  and  AVale.s 
Hvaa   £3,264,000,  of   which   £1,985,000 
^Firas   paid  by  the   localities — that  is  to 
say,  about  1«.  6rf.  per  head.     In  Soot- 
land   the   total   cost   was   £331,000,  of 
which  £197,000  was  paid  by  the  locali- 
ties ;    and    in    Ireland    the    cost    was 
£1,452,000. 
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Mb.  PAENELL  :  What  is  the  sum 
this  year  ? 

Mb.  TREVELYAN :  I  have  not  got 
the  figures ;  but  it  will  be  more  than 
that.  A  sum  of  £94,000  was  paid  for 
extra  police  in  the  country,  and  £50,000 
in  Dublin.  I  should  think  that  £144,000 
would  be  about  the  amount. 

Mr.  PARNELL  :  The  statement  in 
the  Estimates  does  not  refer  to  the 
Dublin  police  ? 

Mk.  TREVELYAN  :  No. 

Mr.  PARNELL :  What  is  the  amount 
for  Dublin? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN :  About  £51,000; 
and  my  impression  is  that  it  is  about 
£94,000  for  the  counties. 

Mr.  IIEALY  :  What  we  want  to  get 
at  is  this — is  the  county  and  City  of 
Dublin  included  in  this? 

Mk.  TREVELYAN  :  They  are  not. 

Mb.  PARNELL:  Then  you  add 
these  ? 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  ;  By  adding  tho 
three  items  together  it  would  come  to 
£180,000. 

CoLONELKINGnARMANsuid,  there 
was  one  point  that  the  Chief  Secretary 
did  not  touch  upon  in  that  part  of  his 
speech  In  which  he  expressed  his  desire 
to  lower  the  tax  now  levied  upon  the 
ratepayers,  and  that  was  the  number  of 
men  short  upon  tho  Establishment.  He 
[Colonel  King-Harman)  had  called  the 
attention  of  the  Hoiise  to  this  subject  at 
various  times  by  Questions  and  in  other 
ways;  but  he  had  never  been  able  to 
get  a  satisfactory  reply  from  the  Govern- 
ment. Not  only  he,  but  others  had  also 
called  attention  to  this  question  without 
gotting  any  satisfactory  answer.  lie 
understood  that  in  December  1882,  the 
free  force,  so  called,  was  1330  men  short, 
and  the  extra  force  for  which  the  country 
had  to  pay  was  3,426.  That  number  had 
now  been  reduced  to  2,827  ;  but  he  had 
not  been  told  what  stato  the  free  force 
was  in.  If  it  was  600  men  short  at  the 
present  moment,  as  he  boUeved  it  was, 
why  was  not  the  country — why  were  not 
the  ratepayers — credited  with  those  600 
men  ;  why  did  not  the  (rovernmeut  give 
the  country  their  full  free  force,  and  re- 
duce tho  extra  men  by  600  ?  That  was 
to  say,  why  did  not  the  Government  re- 
duce the  extra  police  by  about  one- 
fourth  ?  To  him  it  seemed  they  were 
entitled  to  have  a  free  force  of  10,000 
men  ;  but  instead  of  having  that  number 
they  only  got  9,000,  and  yet  the  Govern- 
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uent  charged  them  for  the  full  3,000 
extra  men.  He  thought  they  ought  to 
have  their  full  free  force  before  they  were 
charged  for  an  extra  force. 

Mr.  HEALY  said,  he  was  sure  the 
Irish  Members  below  the  Gangway  were 
extremely  glad  to  receive  the  support  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Qentleman  the  Member 
for  the  County  of  Dublin  (Colonel  King- 
Harman)  had  given  them.  He  thought 
that  when  Gentlemen  in  the  position  and 
holding  the  politics  of  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  supported  them,  it 
was  time  for  the  Government  to  con- 
sider whether  this  grievance  was  not  one 
that  should  be  seriously  looked  into, 
especially  when  it  was  evident  from  the 
rei&arks  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man that  there  was  no  privilege  at  stake. 
They  were  told  that  it  required  a  certain 
number  of  police  to  keep  down  crime  and 
outrage ;  and  although  they  were  en- 
titled to  a  certain  number  under  the  Act 
of  Parliament,  they  did  not  get  them,  and 
he  was  sure  that  the  Irish  people  would 
be  as  satisfied  with  coercion  by  a  free 
force  as  being  coerced  by  a  force  for 
which  they  had  to  pay  extra.  That  was 
a  contention  that  every  Conservative 
could  support  as  well  as  every  Na- 
tionalist, and  it  was  astouishing  that 
the  Government  should  act  in  the  way 
they  were  doing.  He  trusted  that  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  the  County  of 
Dublin  (Colonel  King-Harman)  would 
be  read  by  the  narrow-minded  landlords 
throughout  the  country,  for  it  really 
proved  that  it  was  not  in  the  interest  of 
the  landlords  to  go  on  maintaining  a 
force  that  ought  to  be  paid  for  out  of  the 
British  Exchequer.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  used  a  very  remark- 
able sentence  when  he  said  he  would 
make  a  maximum  reduction  if  he  could 
induce  the  local  police  authorities  to 
ag^ee.  But  what  did  that  mean?  It 
meant  that  they  were  altogether  in  the 
hands  of  the  local  landlords;  the  local 
landlords  would  "Boycott"  them  and 
their  wives  and  families  unless  they  did 
as  they  were  required.  The  Police 
Inspector  would  not  be  asked  to  the 
landlords'  dinner,  tmd  the  magistrates' 
wives  and  daughters  would  not  be  able 
to  stretch  their  legs  under  the  landlords' 
mahogany.  Now  they  had  had  the 
sensible  and  clear  speech  of  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Qentleman  he  was  sure  the  stupid 
landlords  would  begin  to  see  they  had 
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no  particular  interest  in  allowing  the 
country  to  be  swindled  on  the  present 
system,  and  would  cease  to  "Boycott" 
the  local  magistrates  and  local  Inspec- 
tors of  police  if  they  made  the  recom- 
mendations that  the  Government  said  they 
would  appeal  for.  This  was  entirely  a 
matter  which  was  dependent  on  the  local 
feelings  of  the  landlords.  If  the  land- 
lords would  now  be  induced  to  see,  from 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gen- 
tleman, that  the  free  force  was  quite 
sufficient  to  get  them  their  rents,  they 
would  at  once  have  recommendations 
from  all  the  little  landlords  throughout 
the  country,  recommendations  coming  up 
from  them  that  the  free  force  might  be 
relied  on,  so  that  expense  should  be 
saved,  and  they  would  thus  have  very 
valuable  results  from  the  speech  of  the 
hoD.  and  gallant  Gentleman.  But  if 
that  was  not  the  case,  he  would  put  this 
point  to  the  Government.  If  the  Go- 
vernment still  persisted  in  keeping  up 
the  paid  free  force  he  would  put  this 
case.  At  present  the  expense  of  the 
force  was  thrown  entirely  upon  the  county 
cess,  as  there  was  much  more  likelihood 
that  people  would  strike  against  the 
poor  rates  than  the  county  cess.  The 
poor  rates  involved  a  vote,  and  the 
people  had  always  been  recommended  to 
pay  their  poor  rates  in  order  that  they 
might  have  a  vote.  In  his  opinion,  how- 
ever, this  charge  ought  to  fall  on  tlie 
poor  rates  and  not  on  the  county  cess, 
more  especially  as  the  landlord  paid  half 
the  poor  rate.  The  landlord  was  the 
person  who  wanted  these  extra  police, 
and  it  was  therefore  monstrous  that  the 
people  should  have  to  pay  that  out  of 
the  county  cess.  If  it  was  thrown  upon 
the  poor  rates,  and  the  landlords  having 
to  pay  half  the  rate,  and  not  now  being 
able  to  raise  the  rents  as  they  used  to  do, 
the  landlords  would  be  much  more  care- 
ful in  asking  for  these  extra  police  when 
they  knew  they  would  have  to  pay  half 
the  cost.  He  would  ask  the  Government 
to  consider,  if  there  were  not  to  be  a  stand 
against  this  extra  police  tax,  and  in  view 
of  the  unfair  amount  that  the  people  had 
to  pay,  whether  they  would  not  change 
the  incidence  of  the  tax  to  the  poor  rate, 
which  the  people  had  a  clear  incitement 
to  pay  in  view  of  obtaining  the  vote,  and 
which  was  an  incitement  to  the  landlords 
not  to  call  for  extra  police  because  they 
would  have  to  pay  some  trifle  of  the 
money  themselves  ?  It  was  very  remark- 
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ahlo  that  the  Government  should  relj' 
solely  on  tho  demands  of  themapistratos 
in  these  instances.  The  hon.  Member 
for  tho  County  of  Kilkenny  (Mr.  Maruni"! 
referred  to  that,  and  stated  that  the 
Government  would  be  willing  to  listen  to 
what  the  magistrates  had  got  to  say. 
Of  course,  seeing  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  just  admitted  it  was  on  the 
demand  of  the  magistrates  the  extra 
police  force  was  given,  of  course  on  the 
demand  of  tho  magistrates  that  forcf 
•would  be  reduced.  It  had  .been  said 
that  thti  landlords  were  out  of  tho 
country,  but  he  believed  that  if  every 
one  of  them  were  out  of  the  country 
there  would  be  more  peace  and  order 
than  there  was  at  present.  The  laud- 
lords  in  the  country  were  the  chief  cause 
of  the  crime,  disorder,  and  outrage  that 
prevailed ;  the  magistrates,  therefore, 
being  the  sole  fount  of  opinion  the  Oo- 
vernmcint  had  to  go  to,  the  Government 
could  only  expect  the  one  reply,  so  long 
as  it  cost  them  not  one  single  penny  to 
saddle  the  people  with  this  extra  police 
force.  Let  them  get  some  other  advice 
in  Ireland  besides  these  interested  par- 
ties. Where  were  the  people  to  come  in 
in  this  matter  ?  There  were  ,i. 000, 000 
of  people  in  the  country  and  about 
100.000  officials;  the  5,000,000  counted 
for  nothing,  and  the  100.000  officials 
counted  for  everything.  Had  not  the 
time  come,  therefore,  when  the  people 
should  have  some  assurance  on  this 
matter  ?  As  had  been  said  by  tho  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  he  hoped  thej'  should 
come  back  to  the  time  when  there  might 
be  pleasant  relations  between  England 
and  Ireland,  but  how  could  they  have 
pleasant  relations  when  tho  people 
'e  entirely  unconsulted  on  these  mat- 
ters? Take,  for  instance,  the  way  in 
which  Captain  M'Kernaghan  was  treated 
after  Francis  Hines  was  hanged.  He 
was  removed  from  tho  County  Ferma- 
nagh because  he  gave  decisions  against 
the  Orange  interest.  He  was  "  Boy- 
tted,"  and  ho  was  now  scarcely  received 
T)y  a  single  magistrate  in  the  country. 
Such  things  exercised  au  enormous  pres- 
sure upon  the  minds  of  those  people. 
These  local  olHciuls  wero  obliged  to  go 
in  accordance  with  the  opinion  of  the 
local  hierarchy,  the  landlords  ;  therefore, 
when  tho  Government  asked  for  tho 
opinions  of  the  officials  they  were  only 
getting  tho  opinion  of  the  magis- 
trates   themselvee,    not    the    opinions 

VOL.  00X01.     [third  sehibs.] 


of    tho    people  of    the  country.      The 
Government    to-day    had    also    drawn 
attention   to    the    extraordinary    gene- 
rosity    of     the     Government     towards 
the  police   in    the   matter  of  pensions. 
There  was  also  a  Police  Bill  before  the 
House  to  give  pensions  to  the  police  of 
Scotland.     But  did  the  Irish  Members 
wish  to  pension  the  Irish  police  ?     Not 
a   bit  of  it.     Out   the  pensions  off  to- 
morrow and  ask  for  their  support,  aud 
they  would  be  most  joyfully  gambolling 
to  the  Lobby  to  support  the  Government. 
They  spoke  of   the  high  amount  they 
paid  per  head  to  wliat  they  paid  in  Ire- 
land.   Was  that  the  Irish  Parly's  fault? 
If  the  Government  increased  the  wages 
and  the   pensions,  the  Irish  Members 
did  not  ask  them  to  do  it.     No,  it  was 
because  the   police   struck,    and   would 
have  turned  their  bayonets  against  the 
Government.      It   was   a    condition   of 
things  brought    about  entirely  by   the 
Govornment.       They    paid     the    Irish 
police  extravagant  sums  and  gave  them 
pensions,   and  then    said   that  in   Eng- 
land   they    only   paid    Rii.    or    lOrf.    in 
the   pound,    whilst   in    Ireland   it    was 
3a.    6d.    in    the    pound.      Ho   was  sur- 
prised that  the  Government  should  re- 
sort to  that  kind  of  logic.  If  they  wished 
to  make  a  proper  comparison  between 
England  and  Ireland,  they  must  put  in 
force  the  system  that  prevailed  in  Eng- 
land. He  thought  a  groat  deal  of  weight 
would  be  attached  in  Ireland  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  City 
of  Cork  (Mr.  Parnoll)  with   regard  to 
this  free  force.     Tiie  fact  that  the  coun- 
try was  paying  £180,000  per  annum  for 
police  they  did  not  want  and  could  not 
control,    would   be   taken   into    serious 
considerotion  by  the  people  of  Ireland. 
The  grievances  of  the  people  of  Ireland 
wero  so  cunningly  glossed  over  by  tho 
Administration   of  the   country,  that  it 
was  hard  to  get  at  them.     They  had  to 
peg  away  in  that  House  for  weeks  and 
weeks,  and  months  and  months  ;  and  it 
was  only  now  that  they  had  succeeded 
in  getting  tho  facts  of  this  freo  forco 
out  of  the  Government.     Now  that  tho 
people  would  know  that  in  tho  City  of 
Dublin  alone  they  paid  £50,000  a-year, 
aud  outside  £130,000,   ho  ventured  to 
think  that  tho  Irish  people  would  take 
this  matter  seriously  to  heart,  and  be- 
fore long  they  would  have  such  an  out- 
crj"  that  the  Government  would  be  com- 
pelled to  change  the  system. 

a  C 


1507 


Suppty — Civil 


(0UMM0N8J 


Service  Ettimatu. 


1508 


LoBD  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL 
said,  he  wanted  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  for  a  few  minutes  to  the 
cost  ofthe  Liberal  Government  in  Ireland, 
as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  had 
made  some  remarks  as  to  what  hap- 
pened, and  endeavoured  to  show  that 
the  state  of  Ireland  was  never  better 
than  it  was  now.  The  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  was  asking  the 
Committee  for  a  very  large  sum  of 
money;  he  was  asking  for  £1,440,000 
for  the  Constabulary  of  Ireland,  and 
had  just  had  £146,000  for  the  Dublin 
Metropolitan  Police.  Ho  (Lord  Ran- 
dolph Churchill)  thought  the  right  hon. 
Gentloman  should  have  followed  the 
example  of  his  Predecessor,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Brad- 
ford (Mr.  W.  E.  Porstor),  and  should 
have  given  the  Committee  some  infor- 
mation as  to  the  state  of  Ireland.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  gave  absolutely 
no  infonnation  as  to  the  state  of  Ire- 
land, and  not  a  single  Member  of  the 
Committee  would  be  able  to  say  whether 
the  condition  of  the  country  was  more 
favourable  or  less  favourable  than  last 
year  or  the  year  before.  Considering 
this  sum  was  very  large,  considering  it 
was  an  increase  on  last  year,  and  con- 
sidering that  it  had  been,  as  far  as  he 
could  recollect,  the  invariable  practice 
of  former  Chief  Secretaries  always  to 
give  some  information  as  to  the  social 
condition  of  Ireland,  he  certainly  trusted 
that  the  Committee  would  not  sanction 
this  Vote  without  getting  further  infor- 
mation from  the  Government  as  to  those 
points,  because  it  appeared  to  him  the 
design  of  the  Government  was  perfectly 
obvious.  They  wished  to  go  down  to 
the  country,  to  their  constituents  and 
followers  in  England,  and  point  to  the 
gfreatly  improved  condition  of  Ireland, 
to  the  almost  total  absence  of  crime,  and 
then  attribute  that  improvement  to  the 
ground  of  their  remedial  legislation. 
But  what  did  they  find  from  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  Member  of  the  City  of  Cork 
(Mr.  Parnell)  ?  They  found  there  was 
an  extraordinary  diminution  of  agrarian 
outrage,  having  sunk,  as  they  saw  from 
the  list  of  the  last  quarter,  from  four  to 
nothing.  The  outrages  during  the  last 
quarter  were  130,  of  which  93  were 
threatening  letters;  and,  of  course,  threat- 
ening letters  were  excluded  from  the 
caloulation  in  considering  Irish  crime; 


so  that  the  state  of  Ireland,  so  far  as 
agrarian  crime  was  concerned,  was  really 
nought.  Without  agrarian  crime,  there 
was  hardly  any  sort  of  crime  in  the 
country.  The  hon.  Member  for  the  City 
of  Cork  pointed  out  that,  although  the 
state  of  Ireland,  so  far  as  agrarian  crime 
was  concerned,  was  normal,  or  less  than 
normal,  the  extra  police  who  wore  being 
maintained  in  Ireland  by  the  ratepayers, 
over  this  Vote  for  which  the  Committei 
was  now  being  asked,  amounted  i 
number  to  3,000  practically,  and  cost  in 
money  £180,000  over  the  Vote.  That 
was  what  the  hon.  Member  for  the  City 
of  Cork  had  stated ;  but  he  should  like 
to  add  an  illustration  for  the  advantage 
of  the  Committee,  or  anyone  outsid« 
who  might  care  to  read  it.  The  cost  of 
the  administration,  in  addition  to  the 
£50,000  for  Dublin,  and  in  addition  to 
the  £180,000  for  extra  police,  should  be 
put  down  at  another  £100,000,  or  nearly 
£100,000  for  tlie  expenses  of  their  land 
legislation.  That  was  the  cost  of  the 
Liberal  government  of  Ireland.  That 
being  so,  he  had  the  curiosity  to  get  the 
Estimates  for  the  last  two  years  the  late 
Government  were  in  Office,  and  they 
were  really  worth  the  attention  of  tha. 
Committee.     He   would  take  the  yea; 

1878,  at  the  same  time  asking  the  Com- 
mittee to  bear  in  mind  what  the  Chief 
Secretary  insinuated  as  to  the  conditioa 
of  Ireland  at  that  time.  The  Vote  the 
Chief  Secretary  was  now  asking  for  waa 
£1,600.000.  the  Vote  which  the  lata 
Government  asked  for  was,  in  round 
numbers,  £1,000,000.  That  was  in 
1878  ;  so  that  there  was  now  an  increase 
over  1878  of  £.500,000.  But  the  cost  of 
the  extra  police  in  1878  amounted  to 
only  £27,500,  and  the  extra  police  in 
proclaimed  districts  was  only  £332. 
£27,000  in  1878  against  £180,000  ia 
1884,  after  four  years  of  Liberal  Govern 
ment.  But  the  year  1879  was  a  sti' 
more  favourable  one.  In  1879  he  foun 
— and  this  was  the  last  year  of  Office  o; 
the  late  Government — the  cost  of  th 
Constabulary  in  Ireland  was  again, 
roundly  speaking,  £1,000,000,  no  in- 
crease to  speak  of ;  and  the  extra  police 
cost  to  the  Irish  people  was  leas  than  th»i 
year  before,  being  only  £25,000,  and 
the  extra  police  in  proclaimed  distriots 
was  only  £350.    That  was  in  1878  and 

1879,  when,  he  ventured  to  state,  the 
statistics  of  Irish  crime,  such  as  they 
had  been  favoured  with  to-day,  were,  if 
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possible,  higher  than  at  the  present 
moment.  That  was  what  the  people  of 
this  country  and  the  people  of  Ireland 
had  to  pay  for  the  luxury  of  Liberal 
Qovornmont ;  an  increase  of  £500,000 
nione  in  the  Constabulary  Vote,  and 
an  increase  of  £100,000  in  tho  cost  of 
extra  police;  and  yet,  in  the  face  of 
those  figures,  the  Chief  Secretary  did 
not  trouble  to  give  to  the  Committee  the 
slightest  authentic  information  as  to 
what  were  tho  Government's  views  of 
the  state  of  Ireland ;  notwithstanding 
the  extraordinary  crisis  Ireland  went 
through  two  or  three  years  ago,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  trouble  to 
give  tho  Committee  the  slightest  infor- 
mation as  to  the  state  of  Ireland  from 
the  records  of  Dublin  Castle,  or  as  to 
the  policy  the  Government  meant  to  pur- 
sue. The  Chief  Secretary  did  say  that, 
BO  far  ns  the  reduction  of  the  extra  police 
was  concerned,  he  had  been  looking  it 
over  calmly,  and,  perhaps,  in  four 
counties  there  might  be  some  hope  of  a 
reduction. 

Mu.  TREVELYAN :  I  said  that  for 
the  last  six  months  we  had  been  re- 
ducing the  number  of  extra  men  by  tO 
a  month ;  that  I  could  not  name  the  re- 
duction that  would  take  place;  but  I 
named  those  coimfies  in  which  the  force 
had  been  reduced,  and  I  have  every 
hope  of  going  on  reducing  the  number 
for  some  time  to  come. 

Lord  KiVNDOLPH  CnURCHILL 
said,  he  apologize<i  to  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary if  ho  did  not  hear  him  correctly,  for 
there  were  some  Liberal  Members  below 
the  Gangway  who  carried  on  so  loud  a 
conversation  that  he  had  the  greatest 
difiGculty  in  following  what  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  did  say.  But  he  wished 
to  put  this  to  the  Chief  Secretary  and 
the  Committee.  Seeing  that  tho  Session 
had  nearly  terminated,  and  that  statistics 
were  now  before  the  House ;  considering 
that  was  the  last  opportunity  they  would 
have  of  ascertaining  the  state  of  Ireland 
before  tho  Autumn  Session,  ho  should 
like  the  Chief  Secretary,  if  he  would  so 
far  trouble  himself,  to  state  to  tho  Com- 
mittee more  comprehensively  and  more 
lucidly  what  was  the  exact  state  of  Ire- 
land with  respect  to  crime,  and  what 
were  the  prospects  of  Ireland  returning 
before  long  to  a  more  Constitutional  and 
more  normal  Government.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  who  represented  the 
borough   of    Huntingdon    (Sir    Robert 


Peel)  said  that  the  state  of  Ireland  was 
repugnant  to  the  English  mind.  So  it 
was,  and  he  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill) 
believed  there  was  not  a  man  on  either 
side  of  the  House  who  did  not  admit  that 
the  form  of  Government  which  they  ap- 
plied to  Ireland  was  repugnant.  There- 
fore, viewing  the  fact  that  the  form  of 
Government  was  entirely  different  from 
that  of  this  country  ;  viewing  the  utter- 
ances that  the  Liberal  Ministry  were 
continually  using  with  respect  to  Ireland 
and  the  success  of  the  present  Ad- 
ministration ;  viewing  all  these  things, 
and  seeing  the  enormous  contrast  be- 
tween the  sums  of  money  asked  for  by 
the  late  and  the  present  Governments, 
he  invited  the  Chief  Secretary  to  give 
them  some  further  information  as  to  the 
state  of  Ireland. 

Colonel  NOL^VN  said,  that  as  tho 
Chief  Secretary  did  not  rise  immediately, 
he  would  like  to  draw  attention  to  one 
point  in  connection  with  this  extra  police 
force — namely,  that  the  taxation  for  extra 
police  should  only  be  put  in  force  when 
the  free  force,  to  which  the  country  was 
entitled,  stood  at  its  full  complement.  In 
the  year  ending  March  31,  1883,  they 
had  voted  £11,632,000  for  the  cost  of 
tho  Constabulory  in  Ireland.  Of  that 
no  less  than  £92,000  had  been  saved ; 
but  the  saving  was  to  some  extent 
balanced  by  £33,000  of  extra  cost.  The 
saving  was,  to  a  large  extent,  made  out 
of  pay  and  extra  pay,  the  country  being 
so  quiet  that  there  was  no  necessity  to 
spend  all  the  money  that  had  been 
voted.  But,  in  regard  to  extra  money, 
fuel  and  light  wore  stated  as  having  cost 
nearly  £a,000.  The  Committee  ought 
to  know  how  this  largo  sum  came  to  be 
required,  the  exact  suni  put  down  as 
being  spent  for  these  purposes  was 
£4,894.  Then,  again,  th^re  was  a  large 
sum,  £3,840,  for  arms  and  nuimunitioa 
for  the  Constabulary  ;  a  groat  deal  of 
tho  extra  chai-go  of  £33,000  consisting 
of  money  put  down  for  these  purposes. 
It  might  be  asked,  why  was  it  that  when 
they  had  effected  so  large  a  saving  on 
the  previous  year  that  the  Government 
should  charge  the  country  anything  in 
tho  shape  of  extra  rates?  As  it  was, 
the  Government  charge  to  the  country, 
by  way  of  extra  rates,  was  £84,000. 
This  question  of  over-estimating  the  cost 
of  tiie  police  and  charging  tho  counties 
with  extra  rates  was  an  important  one, 
and  he  thought  the  system  moi^t  unfair ; 
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and  lie  should  like  to  ask  the  Chief 
fSecretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  if 
there  was  any  expectation  that  there 
would  bo  a  saving  out  of  the  £150,000, 
such  as  there  had  been  last  year.  This 
over-drawing  of  accounts  should  be 
avoided  as  much  as  possible,  because  it 
was  sure  to  load  to  waste.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  (Mr.  Childers)  should  look 
after  that  matter  very  closely.  The 
ordinary  Estimate  for  amis  and  ammuni- 
tion was  £1,900,  and  yet  the  8\im  that 
had  been  expended  in  these  things  was 
p  £3,840.  That  could  not  have  been 
'  needed  by  anything  that  had  occurred 
in  the  country,  and,  to  his  mind,  there 
had  been  extravagance  and  waste  simply 
because  Parliament  had  voted  so  much 
money.  The  House  of  Commons  ought 
not  to  encourage  this  sort  of  thing  by 
voting  any  larger  sum  than  was  likely  to 
be  actually  needed. 

Colonel  COLTHURST  said,  he,  for 
one,  should  be  son-y  to  interfere  with  the 
charge  made  for  extra  pob'ce  in  any  dis- 
trict where  outrages  were  shown  to  have 
occurred ;  but  he  desired  to  point  out 
how  unfairly  the  existing  system  worked. 
In  the  county  of  Cork,  in  a  district  with 
which  he  was  acquainted,  the  police 
force  had  been  reduced  below  the  neces- 
sary level,  and  the  number  of  men  at  the 
station  was  the  smallest  number  that 
could  supply  patrols,  the  strength  being 
reduced  to  some  two  men,  the  rest  being 
sent  to  some  other  county  instead  of  the 
necessary  number  of  extra  men  being 
sent  from  Dublin  to  such  counties  where 
the  numbers  might  be  short  of  the  full 
establishment,  or  of  what  might  be  spe- 
cially needed.  Under  a  system  by  which 
men  were  taken  from  this  or  that 
county  station  to  supply  deficiencies  else- 
where, the  consequence  was  that  patrol- 
ling ceased  and  outrages  commenced,  so 
that,  in  a  little  time,  it  might  be  necessary 
to  send  extra  police,  which  would  be 
charged  on  the  district  in  which  outrages 
might  occur,  owing  to  the  number  of 
police  having  been  thus  reduced.  He 
thought  the  whole  system  of  extra  police, 
as  had  been  well  pointed  out  by  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  the  County 
of  Dublin  (Colonel  King-Harman).  re- 
quired to  be  revised  ;  and  he  certainly 
should  support  any  proposal  to  reduce 
this  Vote,  for  this  reason  and  no  other — 
that  ho  did  not  object  to  making  the 
districts  pay  for  extra  poUoe  where  they 
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were  rendered  necessary  by  outrages  ; 
but  ho  did  object  to  the  rules  being  in- 
creased through  the  necessity  of  sending 
e.xtra  men  to  districts  in  which  the  sta- 
tions had  been  denuded  of  their  ordinary 
complement  of  men. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  said,  he  was 
sorry  to  intervene  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  statement  they  were  about 
to  make  to  the  Committee,  which  he  was 
sure  was  at  the  present  moment  in  a  state 
of  nervous  anxiety,  that  had  been  created 
by  the  reference  made  to  another  subject, 
to  be  discussed  bye-and-byo.  He  felt 
assured  that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
wo\ild  kindly  pardon  him  for  preventing 
them,  by  thisinterposition,  from  fulfilling 
the  expectation  of  the  last  triumph  they 
had  prepared  for  themselves  in  the  state- 
ment on  that  other  matter  they  were 
desirous  of  submitting  to  the  House. 
But,  in  spite  of  the  anxiety  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  announce  their  victory,  ho 
must  take  leave  to  detain  the  Committee 
by  a  few  remarks  on  an  important  ques-  i 
tion  that  had  been  brought  before  it  by 
various  Members  for  Irish  constituencies. 
He  could  not  think  that  this  discussion 
had  been  particularly  satisfactorj'  to  Her 
Majesty's  Government.  It  had  been 
characterized  by  what  had  been  the  main 
features  of  all  the  discussions  they  had 
had  throughout  the  week  on  this  ques- 
tion of  the  Irish  Constabulary — namely, 
that  all  the  facts  and  arguments  were  on 
one  side,  and  all  the  miserable  and 
shallow  pretences  on  the  other.  There 
was,  on  the  one  hand,  this  remarkable 
fact,  that  they  had  had  the  Representa- 
tives of  all  sections  of  Irish  opinion  de- 
nouncing Her  Majesty's  Government, 
and  they  had  had  the  Representatives  of  j 
every  constituency  that  was  practically  ] 
afiPected  by  the  police  tax  rising  up,  and, 
in  the  names  of  their  constituents,  con- 
demning that  tax.  They  had  had  that 
tax  denounced  with  equal  fervour  by 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the  j 
Member  for  Cork  (Colonel  Colthurst), 
who  was  ordinarily  one  of  the  loyal  sup- 
porters of  the  (tovernment ;  and  thej- 
had  also  had  it  reprobated  by  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen on  those  (the  Irish)  Benches,] 
who  could  scarcely  be  regarded  as  per- 
sistently loyal  in  the  confidence  they  ] 
gave  to  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
Even  the  hon.  and  gallant  ^lember  for 
the  County  of  Dublin  (Colonel  King- 
Harman),  who  almost  invariably  dis- 
agreed— and  hotly  disagreed — with  the 
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opiiiioas  expressed  on  those  (tlie  Irish) 
Benches,  had  concurred  with  them  on 
that  occasion,  in  bringing  against  Her 
Majesty's  Government  the  charge  that 
they  had  not  deferred  in  any  way  to  tbe 
wishes  of  tbo  Irish  people.  The  state- 
ment of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentluman 
the  Member  for  the  County  of  Dublin 
agreed  with  that  of  tbe  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Gentleman  the  Member  for  Cork 
(Colonel  Colthurst),  tbat  the  Govern- 
ment ought  to  be  compelled  to  pay  for 
the  large  extra  force  with  whicb  they 
sought  to  charge  the  Irish  people,  lie 
would  now  turn  to  another  point  — 
namely,  that  upon  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  to  tbe 
Lord  Lieutenant,  in  dealing  with  the 
large  amount  tbe  Irish  people  bad  to 
pay  for  the  police,  had  indulged  in  one 
of  his  favourite  answers  to  the  argu- 
ments employed  by  the  Irish  Members. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  entered 
on  what  he  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor)  could 
not  but  term  a  mischievous  and  foolish 
comparison  between  the  respective  pa}'- 
ments  of  the  English  and  Irish  tax- 
payers. Did  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
think  that  the  conditions  of  the  tax- 
payers in  the  two  countries  supplied  n 
lair  basis  of  comparison  ?  The  rigbt 
hon.  Gentleman  was  positively  eloquent 
on  tbe  small  amount  per  head  paid  by 
the  people  of  Ireland  us  compared  with 
those  of  this  oountry.  Let  tbem  take, 
for  example,  the  case  of  the  county  of 
Galway.  Let  tbem  just  look  at  the 
large  amount  the  people  of  tbe  county 
of  Galway  had  to  pay — namely,  £14,960. 
There  were  several  otber  counties  that 
had  to  pay  equally  large  sums  ;  and  yet 
it  was  a  fact  that  the  Province  of  Con- 
naught,  which  was  called  upon  for  such 
vast  sums  as  compared  with  its  actual 
resources,  was  a  Province  in  which  the 
people  were  in  such  a  condition  that 
they  could  not  afford  to  pay  so  heavy  a 
charge,  many  of  them  having  to  live  in 
houses  which  had  been  frequently  dis- 
cribed  as  hardly  fit  for  beasts.  In  that 
part  of  Ireland,  in  which  the  tenant 
farmers  were  scarcely  above  the  position 
of  labourers,  they  were,  nevertheless, 
compelled  to  pay  these  exorbitant  charges 
for  tbe  maintenance  of  the  police  em- 
ployed by  the  Govormueut.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  in  reply  to  the  inter- 
ruptions which  had  come  from  those 
(the  Irish)  Benches,  bad  asked  what 
was  the  dilference  between  the  amount 


of  crime  that  had  to  be  dealt  with  under 
the  late  Conservative  Government  and 
that  which  had  to  be  met  by  the  present 
Liberal  Administration  ?  The  question 
was,  he  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor)  thought, 
sheer  nonsense.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said  there  was  three  times  the 
amount  of  crime  during  some  of  the 
years  in  which  the  late  Conservative 
Adciiiuistration  held  OUioe. 

Mil.  TREVELYAN  said,  he  had  not 
made  that  statement. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  said,  at  any 
rate,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  said 
there  was  under  the  late  Government 
sometimes  as  much  crime  ns  there  waa 
at  the  present  moment  in  Ireland.  Now, 
how  did  that  statement  agree  with  the 
very  remarkable  figures  that  had  been 
brought  before  the  Committee  by  the 
nuble  Lord  the  Member  for  Woodstock 
(Lord  Randolph  Churchill)  ?  The  fact 
was  that  crime  was  three  times  less  than 
it  was  during  the  last  months  of  the  late 
Administration  ;  and  yet,  notwithstand- 
ing the  decrease  of  crime  there  was  the 
enormous  increase  of  £500,000  in  the 
amount  charged  for  its  repression.  Let 
the  Committee  realize  this — three  times 
as  little  crime,  and  £600,000  more  to 
pay  in  the  shape  of  police  taxation  !  He 
could  not  but  think  that  the  Government 
must  be  utterly  unable  to  reconcile  these 
two  sets  of  figures.  The  noble  Lord 
would  be  justified,  when  ho  went  down 
to  his  constituents,  in  drawing  attention 
to  these  bloated  charges  which  a  Liberal 
Administration  wore  calling  on  the  Irish 
people  to  pay.  He  would  ask  the  Com- 
mittee to  recall  the  remarkable  scenes 
they  had  lately  witnessed  in  that  House 
when  the  arguments  of  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers on  the  diiierent  questions  they  had 
brought  forward  had  found  acceptance 
in  all  i)art8  of  the  House.  These  things 
showed  that  the  exposures  made  by  the 
Irish  Members  of  what  had  been  going 
on  in  Ireland  were  beginning  to  teU, 
and  that  the  secret  of  Irish  Government 
was  ceasing  to  be  a  secret,  but  was 
rapidly  becoming  one  of  the  common 
places  of  politics,  tbe  discussion  of  which 
must  immediately  precede  a  drastic  re- 
form. They  had  discussed,  last  night, 
the  question  of  National  Education  in 
Ireland  ;  and  a  great  many  English 
Members  must  have  been  astonished  to 
find  that  there  was  such  a  system  in 
Ireland  as  had  then  been  disclosed.  He 
remembered  the  famous  boast  that  was 
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Bald  to  have  been  made  by  the  Minister 
of  Education  under  Louis  Napoloon. 
He  said  that  when  the  clock  struck  a 
certain  hour  exactly  the  same  lessons 
were  being  repeated  in  every  school  in 
France ;  and,  in  the  same  way,  the  so- 
called  Board  of  Education  in  Ireland, 
consisting  of  men  alien  in  every  sense  of 
the  word  to  the  Irish  people,  could  say 
that,  in  spito  of  all  the  wishes  and  aspi- 
rations of  the  Irish  population,  nt  a  cer- 
tain hour  of  the  day  in  every  school  in 
Ireland  a  particulai-  system  of  education 
was  being  enforced.  In  regard  to  the 
police,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
Lad  had  the  courage  to  enter  into  a  com- 
parison between  the  treatment  of  the 
police,  in  the  matter  of  pensions,  in  the 
two  countries  —  England  and  Ireland. 
In  doing  that,  he  bad  left  out  of  the 
question  the  great  central  fact  that  in 
England  the  Local  Authorities  had  the 
control  of  the  police,  while  in  Ireland, 
as  had  been  stated  over  and  over  again, 
they  were  simply  and  mainly  a  military 
garrison,  neither  controlled  by  the  Local 
Authorities,  nor  wanted  by  the  people. 
They  were  not  required  to  keep  the 
peace  ;  they  were  not  needed  to  presen-o 
order ;  but  were  maintained  as  the  onlj' 
sanction  to  British  rule — the  sanction  of 
subsidized  bayonets. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  I  have  now  to 
ask  the  Committee  that  as  the  discus- 
sion has  lasted  several  hours,  this 
Vote  may  be  agreed  to,  and  any  further 
remarks  upon  it  postponed  until  the 
Beport,  inasmuch  as  the  House  is  in  ex- 
pectation of  a  statement  upon  an  im- 
portant matter  as  to  which  delay  would 
bo  highly  inconvenient. 

Mb.  O'DONNELL  said,  he  did  not 
intend  to  stand  for  any  length  of  time 
between  the  Committee  and  the  state- 
ment about  to  be  made  by  the  Prime 
Minister ;  but  he  would  remind  the 
Committee  that  since  1:2  o'clock  that  day 
and  down  to  within  a  very  few  minutes 
ago,  hon.  Members  on  the  Irish  Benches 
had  been  obliged  to  retail  the  grievances 
of  their  country  in  connection  w^itli  the 
Constabulary  Vote  to  almost  empty 
Benches  ;  but  now  the  House  had  began 
to  fill  they  were  asked  to  put  aside  these 
Irish  questions,  in  order  that  the  Prime 
Minister  might  announce  the  collapse  of 
the  Conference  to  an  anxious  and  expec- 
tant audience.  Not  a  Cabinet  Minister 
Lad  been  present  during  the  whole  of 
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the  discussion  on  the  Irish  Constabulai 
Vote.     During  most  of  the  time  ocea 
pied  by  the  exhaustive  address  by  tb 
hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  (Mr, 
Pai-nell),  the  strength  of    the  Liben  " 
Party  had  varied  between  six  and  fo 
Members,  including  the  Kepreseutativei 
of  Her   Majesty's    Government.     Thai 
was  the  sort  of  attention  the  Imperi 
Parliament  had  been  in  the   habit   ol 
giving  tu   the  statement  of  Irish  griev 
ances  in  that  House ;  and  now,  after  si 
hours  of  discussion  carried    on    befon 
empty   Benches,    when    there    was    aC 
length  an  opportunity  of  having  8ome-> 
thing  like  a  full  House  to  listen  to  a  d< 
bate  on  Irish  affairs,  the  Premier  sud' 
donly  and  confidently  came  in  and  asked' 
that  the  Irish  question  might  be  put  off] 
until   the  Report  or  some  other  period' 
in  order  that  he  might  have  the  joy  ant 
satisfaction  of  tuUing  his  faithful  bench 
men  that  he   had  managed  to  wriggli 
out  of  the  Conference.     He  assorted  that' 
the  proceeding  of  the  Government  that 
day  in  interrupting  the  discussion  of  an 
important  matter,   nnder  such   circum 
stances,  was  a  scandal  which,  however, 
was  entirely  in  keeping  with  the  worsr 
spirit  of  their  political  conduct  towards 
his  oountrymen.     They  had  brought  the 
Irish  Members  together  at  12  o'clock  oa 
a  Saturday,   and    had    kept    them   for 
hours   with    no    one  to  listen  to  their 
grievances,  and  when  a  number  of  hon 
Members,  excited  by  the  rumours  in  the 
morning    papers,    came    down    to    the 
House,  the  Prime  Minister  said — "Let 
us  got  rid  of  this  Ii-ish  discussion ;  it  can 
go  on  at  any  other  time ;  nobody  cares 
about  it ;  but  there  is  a  House  for  ma< 
to  glorify  the  Government,  by  telliug  ii 
that  the  Conference  has  foiled,  and  that 
the  little  game  we  have  been   playing 
for  so  many  months  has  at  length  been 
successful."     That  conduct  capped   the 
insolence  with  which  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment had  treated  Ireland  again  and 
again  throughout  the  Session,  and  b 
hoped  his  countrymen  would  look  at ; 
in  its  proper  light  and  draw  their  ow 
conclusions.    They  should  be  told  thi 
the  Irish  Members    had    been  for  si 
hours  speaking  to  empty  Benches,  and 
that  as  soon  as  the  House  had  begun  to 
fill,  Irish  questions  were  to  be  shelved, 
in  order  that  the  Prime  Minister  might 
make  a  statement  on  EgA-ptian  affairs. 

Mr.  BIGOMl    said,   he  should    noi 
attempt  to  discuss  the  question  that  wm 
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then  before  the  Committee ;  as  he 
thought  that  the  particular  point  raised 
in  connection  with  the  Constabulary 
Vote  had  been  pretty  well  exhausted  ; 
but  there  were  other  points  to  be  raised 
in  relation  to  that  Vote,  which  would 
not  be  decided  by  the  Division  they  were 
about  to  take.  He  wished,  therefore, 
to  ask  the  Government  whether  thoy 
would  not  make  the  Report  of  that  Vote 
the  First  Order  some  day  next  week, 
BO  that  the  points  ho  had  alluded  to  and 
which  had  not  been  dealt  with,  or  re- 
ferred to  in  the  most  remote  degree 
miglit  be  discussed  in  a  reasonatdo 
manner?  He  had  one  grievance  to  call 
attention  to.  He  did  not  think  the  dis- 
cussion upon  it  would  last  a  long  time ; 
but  at  the  same  time  it  was  a  practical 
grievance.  He  consequently  appealed 
to  the  Government  to  arrange  that  the 
Report  of  the  Vote  might  be  made  the 
First  Order  on  the  day  for  which  it  might 
be  fixed,  and  he  would  promise  that  he 
would  not  occupy  more  time  than  he 
could  possibly  avoid. 

Mb.  GLA1)ST0NE  :  I  do  not  think 
I  can  promise  to  make  this  Vote  the  First 
Order  ;  but  I  hope  the  hon.  Member  will 
have  a  convenient  opportunity  afforded 
him  of  discussing  the  point  ho  desires 
to  bring  forward. 

Mr.  PARNELL  said,  the  Prime 
Minister  had  expressed  a  desire  to  be 
allowed  to  make  a  statement  in  regard 
to  Foreign  Affairs,  and  had  suggested 
that  the  discussion  of  the  Irish  Consta- 
bulary Vote  should  at  once  bo  closed,  in 
order  that  he  might  be  enabled  to 
bring  forward  that  matter,  leaving  the 
debate  on  the  Vote  to  bo  resumed  on  the 
Report.  Ho  (Mr.  Parnell)  should, 
therefore,  defer  until  the  Report  the 
reply  he  had  been  desirous  of  making 
to  the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Ohief  Secretary,  only  saying 
at  the  present  moment  that  he  regarded 
that  speech  as  most  unsatisfactory. 
Postponing  any  further  remarks  he 
should  have  to  make  until  the  Report, 
he  supposed  the  Committee  would  now 
go  to  a  Division  upon  the  Vote. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  33; 
Noes  90  :  Majority  57. — (Div.  List, 
No.  205.) 

Mr.  PARNKLXi  eaid,  he  was  not  in 
the  House  when  the  Prime  Minister  ex- 
pressed his  desire  that  the   discussion 


should  close,  in  order  to  enable  him  to 
make  that  important  announcement  upon 
Foreign  Affairs  which  was  expected  from 
him  that  evening;  but,  ho  said,  upon 
hearing  of  it,  that  he  was  willing  to 
agi-ee  to  the  arrangement  on  the  under- 
standing that  matters  in  connection  with 
tht.>  Vote  were  discu.ssed  upon  Report, 
It  should  bo  understood  that  a  fair  op- 
portunity should  bo  afforded  for  the 
purpose — he  would  not  say  such  a  good 
opportunity  as  they  now  had,  at  6  o'clock 
in  the  evening ;  but  an  opportunity 
when  a  fair  discussion  could  bo  raised. 
Ho  ventured  to  submit  that  it  would  be 
a  reasonable  arrangement  to  take  the 
Report  stage  not  later  than  1 1  o'clock 
or  half-past. 

Mh.  GLADSTONE  made  a  gesture  of 
assent. 

Mu.  HEALY  wished  to  say,  without 
standing  in  the  way  of  the  statement 
about  to  be  made,  that  the  Ohief  Secre- 
tary had  had  due  Notice  of  the  intention 
to  raise  questions  in  relation  to  the  con- 
duct and  treatment  of  Mr.  French.  He 
would  not  stand  between  the  House  and 
the  Prime  Minister  now.  lie  would  only 
say  that  the  Government  must  be  pre- 
I)ared,  on  the  Report  stage,  to  have  these 
matters  full}'  discussed. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  said, 
ho  also  was  anxious  to  bring  for- 
ward upon  this  Vote  some  questions  aa 
to  the  treatment  by  the  police  of  persons 
among  his  own  constituents,  and  the  ac- 
tion of  subordinate  agents  of  the  police 
in  Queen's  County.  He  would  endea- 
vour to  do  this  on  Report.  He  waived 
bis  right  now  in  deference  to  the  wish 
of  the  Prime  Minister,  upon  the  under- 
standing, which,  BO  far  as  he  could 
gather,  had  been  arrived  at,  otherwise 
he  should  have  felt  it  his  duty  to  go 
into  the  question  of  the  treatment  by  in- 
dividual constables  and  sub-constablea 
of  persons  among  his  own  constituents 
in  Queen's  County. 

Mr.  PARNELL  said,  he  was  anxious 
tiere  should  be  no  misunderstanding  on 
the  point.  Were  they  to  understand 
that  the  Report  of  this  Vote  would  not 
be  taken  later  than  half-past  1 1  ? 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  said,  he  intended 
to  answer  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  that 
effect.  Ho  could  not  give  an  absolute 
pledge  as  to  the  exact  time ;  but,  as 
nearly  as  possible,  he  would  say  it 
should  not  be  later  than,  say,  half- 
past  U. 
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■aid  to  have  been  made  by  the  Minister 
of  Education  under  Louis  Napoleon. 
He  said  that  when  the  clock  struck  a 
certain  hour  exactly  the  same  lessons 
were  being  repeated  in  every  school  in 
France ;  and,  in  the  same  way,  the  so- 
called  Board  of  Education  in  Ireland, 
consisting  of  men  alien  in  every  sense  of 
the  word  to  the  Irish  people,  could  say 
that,  in  spite  of  all  the  wishes  and  aspi- 
rations or  the  Irish  population,  at  a  cer- 
tain hour  of  the  day  in  every  school  in 
Ireland  a  particular  system  of  education 
was  beiog  enforced.  In  regard  to  the 
police,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
had  had  the  courage  to  enter  into  a  com- 
parison between  the  treatment  of  the 
police,  in  the  matter  of  pensions,  in  the 
two  countries  —  Englana  and  Ireland. 
In  doing  that,  he  had  left  out  of  the 
question  the  great  central  fact  that  in 
England  the  Looal  Authorities  had  the 
control  of  the  police,  while  in  Ireland, 
as  had  been  stated  over  and  over  again, 
they  were  simply  and  mainly  a  military 

farrison,  neither  controlled  by  the  Local 
authorities,  nor  wanted  by  the  people. 
They  were  not  required  to  keep  the 
peace ;  they  were  not  needed  to  presen-e 
order ;  but  were  maintained  as  the  only 
■anction  to  British  rule — the  sanction  of 
subsidized  bayonets. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  I  have  now  to 
ask  the  Committee  that  as  the  discus- 
sion has  lasted  several  hours,  this 
Tote  may  be  agreed  to,  and  any  further 
remarks  upon  it  postponed  until  the 
Beport,  inasmuch  as  the  House  is  in  ex- 
pectation of  a  statement  upon  an  im- 
portant matter  as  to  which  delay  would 
be  highly  inconvenient. 

Mb.  O'DONNELL  said,  ho  did  not 
intend  to  stand  for  any  length  of  time 
between  tbo  Committee  and  the  state- 
ment about  to  be  made  by  the  Prime 
Minister;  but  he  would  remind  the 
Committee  that  since  12  o'cl<x:k  that  day 
and  down  to  within  a  very  few  minutes 
■go,  hon.  Members  on  the  Irish  Benches 
had  been  obliged  to  retail  the  grievances 
of  their  country  in  eonncction  with  the 
Constabulary  vote  to  almost  empty 
Benches ;  but  now  the  House  had  began 
to  fill  they  were  asked  to  put  aside  these 
Irish  questions,  in  order  that  the  Prime 
Minister  might  announce  the  collapse  of 
the  Conference  to  an  anxious  and  expec- 
tant audience.  Not  a  Cabinet  Jtlinister 
had  b««u  present  during  the  whole  of 
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the  discussion  on  the  Irish  Constabolaiy 
Vote.  During  most  of  the  time  occa- 
pied  by  the  exhaustive  address  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  (Mr. 
Pamell),  the  strength  of  the  Liberal 
Party  had  varied  between  six  and  four 
Members,  including  the  Sepresentatives 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government.  That 
was  the  sort  of  attention  the  Imperial 
Parliament  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
giving  to  the  statement  of  Irish  griev- 
ances in  that  House ;  and  now,  after  six 
hours  of  discussion  carried  on  before 
empty  Benches,  when  there  was  at 
length  an  opportunity  of  having  some- 
thing like  a  full  House  to  listen  to  a  de> 
bate  on  Irish  affairs,  the  Premier  sud- 
denly and  confidently  came  in  and  asked 
that  the  Irish  question  might  be  put  off 
until  tho  Heport  or  some  other  period, 
in  order  that  he  might  have  the  joy  and 
satisfaction  of  telling  his  faithful  hench- 
men that  he  had  managed  to  wriggle 
out  of  the  Conference.  He  assorted  that 
the  proceeding  of  the  Government  that 
day  in  interrupting  the  discussion  of  an 
important  matter,  nnder  such  circum- 
stances, was  a  scandal  which,  however, 
was  entirely  in  keeping  with  the  worst 
spirit  of  their  political  conduct  towards 
his  countrymen.  They  had  brought  the 
Irish  Members  together  at  12  o'clock  on 
a  Saturday,  and  had  kept  them  for 
hours  with    no    one  to  listen  to  their 

Sievances,  and  when  a  number  of  hon. 
embers,  excited  by  the  rumours  in  the 
morning  papers,  came  down  to  the 
House,  the  Prime  Minister  said — "  Let 
us  gut  rid  of  this  Irish  discussion ;  it  can 
go  on  at  any  other  time ;  nobody  cares 
about  it ;  but  there  is  a  House  for  me 
to  glorify  the  Government,  by  tellinff  it 
that  the  Conference  has  failed,  and  uat 
the  little  game  we  have  been  playing 
for  so  many  months  has  at  length  been 
successful."  That  conduct  capped  the 
insolence  with  which  llor  Majesty's  Oo- 
vemmeut  had  treated  Ireland  again  and 
again  throughout  the  Session,  and  he 
hoped  his  countrymen  would  look  at  it 
in  its  prui)er  light  and  draw  their  own 
conclusions.  They  should  be  told  that 
the  Irish  Members  had  been  for  six 
hours  speaking  to  empty  Benches,  and 
that  as  soon  as  the  House  had  begun  to 
fill,  Irish  quoktions  were  to  bo  shelved, 
in  order  that  the  IVime  Minister  might 
make  a  statement  on  £g%-ptian  affairs. 

Mb.  BIGGAH    said,   he  should  not 
attempt  to  discuss  the  question  that  wm 
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dends,  subject  to  no  other  diminution 
than  such  as  the  absolute  necessities 
and  primary  wants  of  the  Government  of 
the  country  may  entail  upon  them.  Lastly, 
Sir,  I  have  nosoruple  to  state  to  the  House 
that  although  I  have  no  such  proposal 
to  make  now,  yet  had  it  been  part  of 
the  price  of  a  really  stable  and  complete 
arrangement  for  securing  the  financial 
equilibrium  in  Egypt,  we  should  then 
have  been  prepared,  as  the  House  will 
see  when  the  Protocols  are  laid  before 
it,  to  ask  Parliament  to  make  use,  to  a 
moderate  extent,  of  the  credit  of  this 
country  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  to 
bring  about  so  desirable  a  consumma- 
tion. Sir,  these  were  our  objects.  In 
the  hope  of  meeting  the  various  and  se- 
rious diflSculties  of  the  case  which  have 
grown  out  of  the  difference  in  Estimates 
between  the  Government  of  France  and 
the  British  Government  as  to  the  pro- 
spective revenues  of  Egypt,  we  have 
successively  submitted  several  plans  to 
the  Conference.  The  whole  of  these  will 
be  presented  in  the  Papers  that  are  im- 
mediately to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of 
Members ;  but  I  will  now  only  state  so 
much  as  is  necessary  to  explain  the  final 
issue — points  upon  which  the  resppctive 
views  have  been  found  mutually  irrecon- 
cilable. The  Eepresentatives  of  France 
and  England,  as  I  have  said,  differed 
irreconcilably  in  their  estimate,  not  of 
charge,  but  of  receipt.  The  Eepresen- 
tatives of  France  absolutely  refused  any 
diminution  of  the  dividends  payable 
under  the  Law  of  Liquidation.  The 
Representatives  of  England  declared  and 
held  themselves  unable  to  accept  any 
plan  that  did  not  make  certain  provision 
lor  the  necessary  charges  of  administra- 
tion, which  are  in  their  nature  first 
charges  upon  the  Kevenue.  Well,  Sir, 
only  when  great  authorities — and  both 
France  and  England  are  countries  in 
which  what  may  be  called  financial 
science  is  considerably  developed — when 
g^eat  authorities  differ  upon  a  matter  of 
this  kind,  a  prospective  matter,  it  is 
time  alone  that  can  ultimately  decide 
between  them.  A  great  responsibility 
is  incurred  on  the  one  side  and  on  the 
other ;  and  it  is  quite  evident  that  the 
party  which  is  right  ought  to  gain  its 
end.  When  we  found  the  existence  of 
this  serious  difficulty,  the  question  that 
came  before  was  this — was  it  possible  to 
devise  a  plan  under  which,  if  we  were 
right,  the  charges  of  Government  would 


be  sufficiently  provided  for,  and  under 
which,  if  France  were  right,  the  full 
dividends  would  be  received  by  the 
Bondholders?  The  matter  was  con- 
sidered by  us  with  a  view  to  obtaining 
a  plan  of  that  character ;  and  what  was 
done  can,  I  think,  be  explained  to  the 
House  as  a  form  that  is  not  otherwise 
than  simple.  I  can  explain  it  by  stating 
simply  the  order  of  charges  upon  the 
Egyptian  Eevenue.  We  submitted  a 
plan — and  this  is  the  plan  to  which  I 
wish  particularly  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House,  as  connected  with  the  final 
issue — we  submitted  a  plan  in  which 
the  charges  on  the  Egyptian  Eevenue 
were  stated  in  the  following  order: — 
In  the  first  place,  we  proposed  that  there 
should  be  a  pre-preference  Debt  of 
£8,000,000. 

LoEB  EANDOLPH  CHUECHELL : 
Before  any  administrative  charges? 

Me.  GLADSTONE  :  Yes ;  before  any 
administrative  charges.  The  noble  Lord 
is  perhaps  not  aware  that  under  the 
Law  of  Liquidation  already  special  pro- 
vision is  made  independently  of  charges 
for  administration,  and  we  were  desirous 
of  confirming  this  arrangement  so  far  as 
we  safely  could,  and  no  further.  The 
plan,  therefore,  was  this.  In  the  first 
place,  there  was  a  pre-preference  Debt 
of  £8,000,000;  that  might  have  been 
£8,000,000  raised  in  cash  in  order  to 
meet  the  indemnity  claims,  and  to  meet 
all  other  claims  which  are  now  pressing 
on  the  Government  of  Egppt;  or  it 
might  have  been  a  loan  contracted  for 
£4,500,000  in  cash,  and  the  issue  of 
pre-preference  Bonds  for  the  remaining 
£3,500,000. 

LoED  EANDOLPH  CHUEGHILL: 
At  what  rate  of  interest  ? 

Me.  GLADSTONE :  At  such  rate  of 
interest  as  it  could  be  raised  at  in  the 
market.  We  proposed  pre-preference 
obligations  in  order  that  the  money 
might  be  raised  on  the  most  economical 
terms.  The  second  charge  on  the  Egyp- 
tian Eevenue  was  to  be  the  dividend  on 
other  Debts,  minus  a  deduction  of  ^  per 
cent — a  deduction  which  we  had  origi- 
nally proposed — and  so  we  proposed  to 
leave  the  Debts  in  their  position  of  pre- 
ference and  anterior  to  the  administra- 
tive charges,  but  minus  a  deduction  of 
^  per  cent.  The  third  charge  was  the 
administrative  expense  of  the  Govern- 
ment at  a  fixed  amount,  which  I  may 
state  in  round  numbers  at  £5,250,000  in 
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all.  It  is  well  to  say  that  I  speak  of  tlie 
Egyptian  pound ;  but  there  is  no  great 
difference  between  that  and  the  pound 
sterling.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  detail 
in  this,  of  course ;  but  I  will  not  trouble 
the  House  with  it— it  will  only  bewilder 
their  attention.  The  fourth  charge  on 
the  Revenue,  after  the  administrative 
expenses,  was  to  be  the  J  per  cent,  mak- 
ing up  the  full  dividend  on  the  Dobt 
now  due  to  the  Bondholders,  and  some 
other  items  of  Debt  I  need  not  now 
more  particularly  mention.  Then,  fifthly, 
there  was  a  provision  for  the  disposal  of 
the  surplus,  if  sur^ilus  there  should  exist. 
In  this  way,  as  we  considered,  both  the 
objects  wore  gained.  If  wo  were  right, 
the  expenses  of  the  Government  would 
have  been  perfectly  provided  for;  and  if 
the  French  calculations  were  right,  be- 
sides providing  for  the  expenses  of  the 
Government,  there  would  have  been 
Bulficient  provision  for  the  payment  of 
full  dividends  to  the  Bondholders.  We 
proposed  this  as  a  permanent  arrange- 
ment ;  but  rather  than  have  seen  the 
Conference  fail,  we  should  have  been 
prepared  to  accept  this  plan  for  a  period 
of  three  years  only,  to  be  followed  by  a 
re-assembling  of  tho  Conference,  as  that 
-would  have  given  a  sufQcient  time  for 
testing  its  operation,  and  showing  which 
calculations  were  most  entitled  to  reli- 
ance. Well,  to-day — and  only  this  day 
—the  French  Representatives  presented 
their  final  proposals,  to  which  I  will  call 
tho  attention  of  the  House,  and  the 
House  will  kindly  compare  them  with 
tho  proposals  of  the  British  Government, 
which  1  have  just  described.  According 
to  tho  French  proposals,  there  were  cur- 
tain classes  constituting  an  order,  in 
which  charges  were  imposed  upon  Egyp- 
tian Revenue.  In  the  first  class  there 
was  set  the  new  loan  of  which  I  have 
spoken,  and  what  is  known  as  the  "  Pri- 
vilege Debt."  I  have  not  mentioned 
"  Privilege  Debt "  before,  because  we 
did  not  make  an  essential  distinction 
between  the  two  kinds  of  Debt ;  but  the 
French,  in  their  proposalfl,  made  that 
distinction — consequently,  for  the  first  I 
introduce  the  term  "Privilege  Debt." 
Well,  that  was  the  first  charge  on  the 
Egyptian  Revenue ;  tho  second  charge 
was  to  be  the  other,  and  principally  the 
Unified  Debt.  On  this  the  full  di\-idends 
were  to  be  paid  before  any  of  tho  other 
charges  of  administration  were  satisfied. 
The  third  order  of  charge  upon  the  Re- 
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venue  was  to  be  the  expenditure  neces- 
sarily connected  with  the  administration  ; 
to   which    the  French    Plenipotentiary 
added  a  fourth,  a  provision  to  which,  I 
believe,  he  attached  greater  importance 
and  value  than  we  did — that  is  to  say^ 
that  after  paying  all  the  dividends  il 
that  diminution,   and   after  paying  al 
the  administrative  charges,  the  surplui 
Revenue  should  be  freely  at  th«  disposi 
of    the    Egyptian    Government.      Bu 
apart  from  the  surplus,  it  was  necessa: 
— and  we  undoubtedly  deemed  it  p; 
eminently  necessary — to  consider   thi 
provision  to  bo  made  for   the   case   of 
deficit.     I  forgot  to  state  to  the  House 
at  the  beginning  that  our  estimate  of 
the  Egyptian  Revenue  was  made  wi  " 
all  tho  aid  wo  could  obtain,  and  all  th( 
care  we  could  apjily  to  it,  and  it  showi 
a    deficit    of    between    £300,000    am 
£400,000  a-year;   whereas  the  French 
are  more  sanguine  in  their  estimate  b 
asumof  between £600,000  and  £700/)0' 
The  difference  between  our  plan  and  th( 
French  plan  which   we  are  now  scruti 
nizing  was  that  we  made  provi.sion  for  a 
deficit,  if  it  should  occur,   and    it  was 
this.     In  the  case  of  a  deficit,  it  was  t 
be  considered  and  provided  for  by  join! 
consultation  between  the  Egyptian  Oo' 
vernmeut  and  the  Commission    of  the 
Caisse.     I  may  say  that  the  constitutio 
of  the  Caisse  according  to  the  proposi 
of  the   French   would,  wo  understand, 
have  been  altered,  oud,  instead  of  co 
sisting  of  the  Representatives  of    fo' 
Powers,  it  would  have  consitted  of  t' 
Representatives    of    seven     Powers 
namely,  tho  whole  of  those  Powers  w 
met   together  in  the  Conference.     TI 
Egyptian  Government  and  the  Commii 
sion  of  the  Caisse  were,  as  I  have  sai 
to  devise  the  measures  necessary  to  mei 
tho  deficit ;    but  if  these  measures  in- 
volved an  infringement  ou  tho  full  divi; 
deuds,  in  that  case  it  was  provided 
fii-stly,  that  tho  Caisse  could  not  act  e: 
cept  by  a  unanimous  vote  ;  and,  seoondly, 
in  the  event  of  any  difference  among  the 
members  of  the  Caisse,  the  mattor  wa« 
to  be  referred — as  to  supplying  the  d 
ficit— to  tho  seven  Powers,  Represent 
tives  of  which  were  then  assembled 
Conference,  and  who,  unhappily,   ha' 
not  been  able  to  deal  with  the  questi 
of  Egyptian    Finance.     To  this  plan 
am   bound  to  say,  without  requiring 
very  long  time  for  any  minute  investig: 
tion,  wo  took  decided  ubjeoUoa.     As  wv 
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conceived,  the  fatal  objections  were  two. 
Certainly,  in  the  first  place,  it  would 
havo  meant,  if  tliere  be  any  truth  in  our 
computation  of  Egyptian  finance  —  it 
would  have  meant  tiaancial  confusion  in 
Egypt.  For,  Sir,  upon  the  existence  of 
a  deficit  what  would  have  happened  ? 
This  would  have  happened.  Tlie  Egyp- 
tian accounts  of  Eeveuue  and  Expendi- 
ture are  not  made  up — nor  are  thoiso  of 
any  other  Eastern  country — to  a  eortaia 
day,  as  are  the  accounts  of  England  on 
the  31st  of  March.  They  must  be 
gathered  together  a  long  time,  and  after 
much  inquiry,  in  order  to  constitute  any- 
thing like  a  real  exhibition  of  Revenue 
and  Expenditure.  That  having  been 
performed,  they  were  to  be  referred  to 
the  Commission  of  the  Caisse  with  the 
Egyptian  Oovernmont.  But  the  Com- 
mission of  the  Caisse  was  necessarily, 
and  by  its  own  composition,  a  hostilf 
tribunal.  It  would  have  been  their 
business  to  examine  every  minute  parti- 
cular, to  see  what  arrears  there  wore  in 
the  collection  of  Revenue — to  see  whe- 
ther it  was  possible  to  gather  in  that 
Eeveuue,  and  institute  most  elaborate 
inquiries,  requiring  an  indefinite  time; 
and  then  there  would  bu  the  condition 
that  if  any  single  Power  objected,  no 
Tosult  could  bo  obtained.  And  the  final 
provision  was  that  there  should  be  a 
reference  to  the  seven  Powers  of  Europe. 
It  was,  in  our  view,  pretty  plain  that 
the  Powers  of  Europe,  if  they  had  in- 
■truoted  their  Representatives  upon  the 
Caisse  to  object  to  supplying  the  deficit 
by  deductions  from  the  dividends,  would 
Bimply  repeat  their  objocticms  when  their 
Representatives  met  agaiu  in  Confer- 
ence. But,  Sir.  besides  the  financial 
objection,  we  took  another  objection  to 
this  plan,  wLich  was  quite  fatal  to  it  in 
our  eyes — it  was  the  position  assigned 
by  this  plan  to  the  Commission  of  the 
ifational  Debt,  or  the  Commission  of 
the  Caisse.  There  has  been  in  this  and, 
perhap.'j,  in  other  countries  a  belief  that 
It  was  part  of  our  plan  to  re-creato  the 
Dual  Control  in  a  form  yet  more  strin- 

font,  more  savouring  of  dominion  over 
Igyptian  affairs.  That  was  never  any 
part  of  our  plan ;  but  I  am  bound  to 
Bay  that,  in  our  deliberate  conviction,  it 
must  been  the  inevitable  consequence  of 
the  adoption  of  the  French  proposals, 
and  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  stating  our 
objections  to  it  in  some  words  used  to- 
day by  Lord  Granville  at  the  Confer- 


onoe,  and  which  will  appear  upon  the 
Protocol — 

"  Wo  do  not  think  that  powers  of  this  mag- 
nitude ihould  be  in  any  caae  intrusted  to  the 
(Joraraisaion  of  the  Caisse.  Wo  have  already 
proposed  to  give  to  that  body  by  the  Atiglo> 
French  Agroomeat  powers  of  check  and  inves- 
tigation as  great  as  wo  can  justify  ;  but  the 
present  proposal  is  fumlamentally  different. 
The  additional  powers  proposed  by  the  French 
Plenipotentiary  would,  in  our  judgment,  confer 
on  the  ConimissioniTS  of  the  Caisse  a  mastery 
over  the  Government  and  the  affairs  of  Egypt ; 
and  to  this  we  can  on  no  account  consent." 

Well,  Sir,  I  havo  now  explained,  I  think, 
pretty  well  the  manner  in  which  it  has 
come  about  that  irreconoiloable  diffi- 
culties prevented  the  Conference  from 
arriving  at  a  conclusion  ;  but  there  are 
other  certain  results  which  have  been 
achieved  by  the  Conference.  Amid  this 
wreck  of  good  intentions  and  much  in- 
telligent labour  on  all  sides,  it  is  a  groat 
thing  that  the  Powers  should  be  agreed 
as  to  the  necessary  charge  upon  the 
Egyptian  Government,  and  substantially 
as  to  the  loan  needful  to  be  contracted 
in  the  present  exigency ;  and  I  must  say 
it  is  also  a  great  advantage  that  there 
Hhould  bu  a  total  dissipation  and  de- 
struction of  the  idea  which  has  prevailed 
in  this  country  that  we  should  ever  have 
proposed  to  constitute  what,  in  our  view, 
was  an  International  Control  similar  in 
kind  to  that  of  the  Dual  Control,  or,  as 
I  think  in  this  case,  one  involving  evils 
considerably  beyond  it.  The  view  which 
wo  take  of  Egyptian  finance  was  sup- 
ported in  thci  Conference  by  Italy  and 
by  Turkey  ;  but  France,  as  I  havo  said, 
was  unable  to  bring  her  opinions  into 
hamiouy  with  ours;  and  Russia,  Ger- 
many, and  Austria,  in  those  circum- 
stances of  difference  between  England 
and  France,  declined  to  give  any  opinion. 
The  end  of  it  is,  therefore,  that  the  Con- 
ference, not  having  arrived  at  any  result, 
aocording  to  the  mode  of  procedure 
adopted  on  some  other  occasion,  has  been 
adjourned  without  any  date  being  fixed 
for  its  reassembling.  I  have  now,  Sir, 
substantially  concluded  what  I  have  to 
state  to  the  House.  Of  course,  this 
failure — this  complete  failure — of  the 
effort  made  by  us  for  the  satisfactory  ad- 
justment of  Egyptian  Finonce,  through 
the  action  of  the  United  Powers,  will 
entail  upon  us  very  serious  considera- 
tion of  the  position  aud  of  the  measures 
which  will  be  necessary.  I  need  hoj-dly 
say  that  I  am  not  about  to  enter  upoa 
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these  measures  without  safe  and  trust- 
worthy conclusions,  which  cannot  be 
arrived  at  by  the  Goverraent  without 
further  consideration  and  the  lapse  of 
some  time.  My  remaining  business  is 
to  say  that  the  Protocols  will  be  pre- 
sented at  the  very  earliest  moment,  and 
to  explain  when  that  earliest  moment  will 
be.  The  House  is  aware  that  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  submit  draft  Proto- 
cols to  the  Plenipotentiaries  who  have 
taken  part  in  the  Conference.  I  do  not 
think  that  will  entail  any  serious  delay. 
My  noble  Friend  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign.  Afifairs  will  be  able  to 
state,  in  case  of  need,  what  has  been 
done.  In  consequence  of  Monday  being 
Bank  Holiday,  there  will  be  some  diffi- 
culty ;  but  we  have  endeavoured  to  con- 
front that  difficulty,  and  to  secure  rapid 
progress  in  the  preparation  of  the  Papers 
on  uiat  day.  A  large  number  of  copies 
— 120, 1  believe — will  be  ready  on  Mon- 
day afternoon. 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE: 
Without  translation. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  Yes,  without 
translation ;  but  I  hope  they  will  be  a 
Buffioient  number  for  practical  purposes, 
and  on  Tuesday  it  is  hoped  that  the 
Papers  will  be  generally  distributed. 

Sir  STAFFORD  NORTHOOTE : 
Will  they  be  ready  at  the  meeting  of 
the  House  on  Monday  ? 

Ms.  GLADSTONE:  Yes.  I  under- 
stand that  the  Papers  on  Monday  will 
be  ready  for  the  meeting  of  the  House. 
Well,  Sir,  there  is  one  other  question 
which  will  naturally  be  asked — What  is 
the  position  of  the  Anglo-French  Agree- 
ment? I  always  told  the  House  that 
the  Anglo-French  Agreement  was  en- 
tirely dependent  upon  the  arrival  at  a 
substantial  result  by  the  Conference ; 
and  the  consequence  is  that  that  Agree- 
ment is  now  in  abeyance,  and  is  without 
any  binding  effect  and  force  as  regards 
either  Power.  I  must  not,  however, 
shrink  from  saying  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  continue  to  value  the  pro- 
visions of  that  Agreement ;  and,  more- 
over— although,  unfortunately,  a  diffe- 
rence has  arisen  upon  a  matter  of  com- 
putation, with  regard  to  which  a  diffe- 
rence may  most  innocently  occur — we 
continue  most  highly  to  appreciate  the 
spirit  of  friendship  and  conciliation,  and 
far-sighted  wisdom  which,  as  we  think, 
was  shown  by  the  French  Government 
in    negotiating  the  provisions   of  that 
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Agreement.  I  thank  the  House  for  the 
attention  with  which  it  has  listened  to 
this  statement.  A  full  one  it  could  not 
be.  Still,  I  believe  that  in  outline  it  is 
a  true  and  correct  one ;  and  if  there  is 
any  desire  to  put  any  question  in  regard 
to  it,  we  will  endeavour  to  answer  it 
with  the  indulgence  of  the  House. 

Sir  STAFFORD  NORTHCOTE :  The 
extreme  gravity  of  the  statement  which 
we  have  just  listened  to  I  am  sure  will 
be  appreciated  by  the  House,  and  I 
should  be  very  unwilling  to  make  any 
comment  at  this  moment  on  what  we 
have  heard.  We  have  been  promised 
information  supplementary  to  that  which 
the  Prime  Minister  has  g^ven ;  but  what 
I  wish  particularly  to  inquire  is  this': 
We  are  now  approaching  the  end  of  the 
Session ;  is  it  intended  by  the  Oovem- 
ment  to  make  any  proposals  to  Parlia- 
ment in  the  residue  of  the  present 
Session  ?  We  must  remember  that  the 
Conference  was  invited  to  meet  on 
account  of  what  the  Government  con- 
sidered the  very  serious  and  urgent  con- 
dition of  Egyptian  finance.  It  was 
hoped  by  the  Government  that  the 
result  of  the  meeting  of  that  Conference 
would  be  the  adoption  of  a  plan  which 
would  meet  the  difficulties  which  they 
described  as  urgent  and  immediate. 
Well,  unfortunately,  the  Conference 
has  failed  to  devise  a  plan,  and  what  we 
wish  to  know  is  this :  How  does  the 
Government  propose  to  deal,  or  will  they 
tell  us  very  soon,  if  not  now,  how  they 
propose  to  deal  with  those  difficulties 
which  the  Conference  was  called  to- 
gether to  deal  with,  and  which  it  has 
failed  to  deal  with  ?  Or  are  we  to  sup- 
pose that  the  House  is  to  sepai-ate  with- 
out any  proposal  being  made  on  the 
subject  ? 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  I  think  I  may 
say  without  doubt  that  we  have  no  pro- 
posal of  the  kind  to  make  to  Parlia- 
ment. I  was,  perhaps,  not  sufficiently 
full  in  my  statement.  I  said  we  should 
have  asked  Parliament  for  the  use  of 
British  credit  if  a  substantial  arrange- 
ment could  have  been  adopted  ;  I  ought 
to  have  added  that,  as  no  substantial 
arrangement  had  been  adopted,  we  do 
not  intend  to  make  any  proposal,  any 
request  to  Parliament  for  the  use  of  its 
credit,  or  any  other  proposal. 

Sir  STAFFORD  NORTHCOTE  : 
Are  we  to  get  no  further  information  as 
to  the  state  of  Egyptian  financial  affainf 
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solve  itself  into  Committee  of  Supply." 
— {^Mr.  Courtnty.) 

Mb.  AETHUE  O'CONNOE  rose  to 
Order,  and  asked  the  Speaker,  as  a  point 
of  Order,  whether,  after  the  Order  for 
Supply  had  been  set  up  and  had  been 
discharged  by  the  Chairman  reporting 
certain  Votes,  it  was  competent  for  a 
Member  of  the  Goverment  to  move  that 
the  House  should  resolve  itself  into 
Committee  of  Supply  ?  He  did  not  tliink 
that  in  the  whole  history  of  Parliament 
Buch  a  precedent  had  been  established. 

Mb.  HEALY  asked  whether,  in  the 
circumstances,  the  Eesolution  passed 
yesterday  extending  to  Saturdays  the 
Standing  Order  as  to  Mondays  and 
Thursdays  was  now  applicable ;  and, 
whether  Supply  not  now  being  the  First 
Order,  Motions  could  be  discussed  on 
the  Question  that  the  Speaker  leave  the 
Chair? 

Mb.  SPEAKEE  :  In  reply  to  the 
Questions  of  the  two  hon.  Members,  I 
must  state  that  I  consider  that  the  inter- 
ruption which  has  taken  place  to  the 
ordinary  course  of  Business  was  by 
reason  of  an  extraordinary  counsel  with 
the  House  itself.  ["No,  no!"  from 
the  Constrvatives  and  Irish  Mimhers.l 
The  interruption   took  place  with  the 

Eermission  of  the  House ;  and  I  have  no 
eaitation  in  saying  that  I  shall  observe 
both  the  spirit  a,nd  letter  of  the  Motion 
agreed  to  by  the  House  on  Friday — that 
on  the  Question  of  the  House  going  into 
Committee  of  Supply  on  Saturday,  the 
Speaker  shall  immediately  leave  the 
Chair.  I  do  not  see  anything  in  the 
interruption  which  has  taken  place  to 
prevent  the  House  from  being  in  pre- 
cisely the  same  position  in  which  it  was 
when  it  met  to-day  at  12  o'clock.  Under 
these  circumstances,  Iconsider  it  my  duty 
to  leave  the  Chair  without  any  Question 
being  raised  upon  it. 

Lord  EANDOLPH  CHUECHILL, 
with  reference  to  the  observation  of  the 
Speaker  that  the  interruption  of  the 
Business  was  in  consequence  of  the  wish 
of  the  House,  pointed  out  that  the 
agreement  come  to  was  that  the  state- 
ment of  the  Prime  Minister  should  be 
made  on  the  Eeport  of  Supply,  which 
should  be  moved  at  a  certain  hour  if 
possible.  He  thought  the  Government 
had  taken  an  unfair  advantage  of  the 
House  in  the  course  that  had  been  pur- 
sued to-night. 


Mb.  GLADSTONE  replied,  that  yes- 
terday, when  the  suggestion  was  made 
that  the  statement  should  be  made  on 
Eeport,  he  entirely  disapproved  of  it, 
because  it  seemed  to  him  a  most  violent 
method  of  proceeding ;  but  he  reserved 
in  his  mind  what  would  be  the  best  and 
least  violent  method  of  obtaining  the 
obioct  the  noble  Lord  had  in  view. 

Mb.  AETHUE  O'CONNOE  said,  the 
Motion  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
was  a  complete  and  flagrant  departure 
from  all  the  traditions  of  the  House,  and 
it  was  not  justified  by  a  single  prece- 
dent. Supply  had  never  been  suspended 
except  when  the  Speaker  had  been  called 
in  because  disorder  had  arisen.  Most 
of  the  Irish  Members  had  gone  away, 
believing  that  the  Order  with  reference 
to  Supply  had  been  concluded.  The 
Government  could  see  that  the  Irish 
Benches  were  almost  completely  empty, 
as  they  thought  Progress  had  been  re- 
ported. Now,  to  ask  them  to  resume 
the  debate  when  the  House  was  full  of 
English  and  Scotch  Members,  and  there 
were  only  very  few  Irish  Members,  was 
absolutely  unfair.  [^Inttrruption,  and 
eriet  of  "  Order !  "  from  the  Minitterial 
Benehts."] 

Mr.  HEALT  :  Order !  Order !  Order ! 

Me.  AETHUE  O'CONNOE  com- 
plained of  the  interruption,  and  said  that 
not  one  single  argument  had  been  ad- 
vanced from  the  Treasury  Bench  in  sup- 
port of  such  an  extraordinary  step,  and 
he  desired  to  enter  his  protest  against  it. 

Mr.  MONK  said,  there  was  no  neces- 
sity for  the  Motion  just  made  by  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury.  [Several 
Membebs  :  He  has  made  it.]  According 
to  the  Speaker's  ruling  he  had  simply 
taken  the  Chair  for  an  important  com- 
munication to  be  made  by  the  Prime 
Minister,  and  Committee  of  Supply 
should  be  resumed  without  a  Question 
being  put. 

Me.  SPEAKEE:  I  believe  the  hon. 
Gentleman  is  perfectly  correct,  and  that 
I  might  have  left  the  Chair  immediately 
after  the  statement  of  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter. But  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
having  made  the  Motion,  I  was,  of 
course,  bound  to  put  it.  As  I  said  be- 
fore, I  consider  that  the  course  of  Busi- 
ness has  been  interrupted  that  a  state- 
ment might  be  made  on  a  matter  of 
national  concern ;  and  the  House  ought 
to  be  placed  in  the  same  position  that  it 
was  before  the  interruption  oocurred. 
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LoED  E^VNPOLPH  CHURCniLL 
said,  tho  Ohairman  of  Commitfoos  had 
reported  to  the  Speaker  the  Eesolution 
agreed  to  in  Committee.  Therefore,  the 
First  Order  of  tho  dny  had  terminated. 
The  Second  Order  was  Report  of  Supply ; 
and  before  the  Motion  of  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  could  be  put  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  go  through  tho 
Orders  of  the  Day,  of  which  there  were 
40.  It  would  be  setting  a  precedent 
which  hon.  Members  opposite  would 
some  day  bitterly  regi'et  if  this  Motion 
were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  speaker  :  Tho  Chairman  could 
not  leave  the  Chair  without  reporting  to 
me  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee. 
The  House  had  made  no  Order  as  to  the 
time  at  which  the  Committee  should  sit 
again.  It  may  proporly  proceed  as  if 
there  had  been  uo  interruption.  The 
Question  is  "  That  this  House  do  imme- 
diately resolve  itself  into  Committee  of 
Supply." 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  asked,  as 
a  point  of  Order,  whether  ho  could  not 
move,  as  an  Amendment  to  tho  Question, 
that  the  House  should  resolve  itself  into 
Oommittee  on  Monday  next? 

Mr,  speaker  :  Yes ;  on  tho  ques- 
tion of  tinio,  there  may  bo  an  Amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  CALLAN  oskud  why  the  Prime 
Minister  had  asked  them  to  close  the 
Vote  for  Irish  Constabulary  purposes  ex- 
cept to  make  a  statement 

Mr.  8PE.4.KER  ruled  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber out  of  Order. 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL: 
In  order  to  place  myself  in  Order,  I  wUl 
move,  as  an  Amendment,  that  this 
House  do  resolve  itself  into  Commitf.ee 
of  Supply  on  Monday  next.  There  is 
nothing  so  dangerous  as  sotting  a  prece- 
dent of  this  kind,  which  on  some  future 
occasion  may  be  uaod  by  the  Govern- 
ment for  their  own  purposes.  If  Irish 
Members,  and  I  myself,  had  supposed 
that  the  Government  would  pursue  this 
unprecedented  course,  we  should  cer- 
tainly have  done  all  in  our  power  to 
oppose  the  Prime  Minister's  proposition. 
The  Government  has,  by  means  of  a 
protest,  obtained  a  Vote  of  £1,500,000 
on  an  abbreviated  discussion — and  a 
Vote  which  they  would,  in  nil  proba- 
bility, not  have  obtained  until  12  o'clock 
at  night.  I  do  not  believe  that  there  is 
a  more  jealous  guardian  of  the  rights  of 
Membera  of  the  House  of  Commons  than 


the  Prime  Minister;  and  if  he  will  only 
shake  himself  free  from  the  evil  in- 
fluences of  the  Secretary  to  tho  Trea- 
sury— who  apparently  recoils  from  no 
proceeding,  whatever  may  be  its  charac- 
ter— and  appear  in  the  character  of 
Leader  of  the  House,  instead  of  Lender 
of  the  Ministry,  he  would  assent  to  this 
course  of  procedure.  If,  however,  he 
should  persist  in  this  Motion,  I  do  not 
think  he  will  do  much  good,  for  there  is 
nothing  that  will  create  more  strenuous 
opposition. 

Amendment  proposed  to  leave  out  the 
word  ''  immediately,"  in  order  to  insert 
the  words  ''  upon  Monday  next," — 
(Lord  Randolph  Churchill,)  —  instead 
thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  immediately  '  stand  part  of  tho  Ques- 
tion." 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  I  desire  only  to 
correct  the  view  taken  by  the  noble  Lord, 
who  said  this  ia  the  most  dangerous 
precedent  of  which  any  Government  can 
avaU  itself.  Tl>o  noble  Lord  said  I 
availed  myself  of  a  pretext  to  make 
statement  to  the  House.  What  the 
noble  Lord  called  a  pretext  is  the  faot^ 
that  the  Hou.se  itself,  represented  by 
many  Gentlemen  who  spoke,  by  the 
silence  of  all  tho  rest — and,  most  of  all, 
represented  by  the  noble  Lord  himself — 
expressed  a  very  strong  desire  yeatordny 
that,  for  the  convenience  of  the  Houso, 
a  statement  sliould  be  made  to-day,  and 
not  on  Monday,  with  regard  to  Egyptian 
affairs. 

Lord  RANI^OLPH  CHURCHILL: 
On  the   Report  of  Sujiply.      [6'r«M  o/' 
"Order!"] 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  I  only  wish  to 
observe  that  the  noble  Lord's  statements 
as  to  a  pretext  having  been  resorted  to 
are  really  idle ;  because  what  the  Go- 
vernment have  done  they  have  done  iu 
obedience  to  the  impidsion  of  the  House, 
and  without  any  dissentient  voice.  [  Cries 
of"  Without  Notice  !"]  There  should, 
therefore,  be  no  fear  of  the  misuse  by 
the  Government  of  such  a  precedent  for 
the  future  for  Government  purposes. 
The  noble  Lord  said  he  wished  to  have 
the  statement  made  upon  Roport ;  but 
recollecting  that  Report  of  Supply  was 
a  recital  of  the  Votes  passed  by  Com- 
mittee, I  considered  that  that  proposal 
would  be  the  most  inconvenient  way  that 
could  be  devised  of  dealuig  with  the 
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subject.  When  the  House  meets  upon 
a  Saturday  at  the  close  of  the  Session,  it 
usually  sits  in  Supply  to  a  late  hour, 
and  sometimes  until  Sunday  morning; 
and  it  was  considered  by  the  noble  Lord 
that  after  disposing  of  Supply,  perhaps 
at  11  o'clock,  an  hour  before  Sunday, 
we  should  take  this  question  of  the 
Egyptian  Conference.  To  make  the 
statement  at  that  time  on  Beport  of 
Supply  would  be  most  inconvenient  to 
hon.  Members,  besides  which  the  usual 
means  of  publicity  will  have  been  com- 

?letely  paralysed  until  Monday  morning, 
t  appears  to  me  that  for  the  House  to 
hear  the  statement  at  6  o'clock  was  con- 
venient, and  that  the  postponement  to 
10  or  11  o'clock  would  have  been  very 
inconvenient  indeed.  I  hope  that,  under 
these  circumstances,  and  considering  the 
origin  of  this  affair,  which  was  entirely 
the  impulsion  of  the  House  itself,  and 
was  not  suggested  by  the  Government — 
I  hope  we  may  not  be  prevented  from 
proceeding  with  Supply.  It  was  well 
imderstood,  or  should  have  been  under- 
stood, there  was  no  intention  of  taking 
any  Irish  Votes ;  and  there  could  not  be 
a  more  lamentable  exhibition,  not  for 
the  Government,  or  the  Opposition,  but 
for  the  whole  House,  than  a  continual 
wrangle  on  this  subject. 

Mb.  DAWSON  said,  he  thought  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  missed  the 
point  they  endeavoured  to  bring  out, 
which  was  that  if  they  were  able  to 
interrupt  proceedings  of  Supply  in  this 
way,  why  was  it  considered  necessary  to 
pass  the  Constabulary  Vote  ?  Why  were 
not  the  proceedings  in  Committee  merely 
suspended  in  order  to  enable  the  state- 
ment of  the  Prime  Minister  to  be  made, 
instead  of  Members  being  given  to 
understand  by  their  agreeing  to  a  Vote 
that  Supply  would  be  closed  for  the 
day? 

Mr.  JUSTIN  M'CAETHY  asked 
whether  the  House  would  have  con- 
sented to  report  Progress  if  it  had  been 
thought  that  the  unprecedented  pro- 
ceeding would  be  resorted  to  of  setting 
up  Supply  again  ?  The  fact  that  Irish 
Votes  were  not  to  be  taken  did  not 
reconcile  the  Irish  Members  at  all  to  this 
strange  and  new  and  startling  innova- 
tion, which  followed  so  curiously  upon 
the  inadvertence  of  yesterday,  for  which 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  was  re- 
sponsible. He  desired  only  straight- 
forward conduct  on  the  part  of  the  Gto- 

Mi:  Gladilone 


vemment,   and   should  certainly  resist 
such  an  innovation  as  they  proposed. 

Sir  STAFFOED  NOETHCOTE:  I 
am  sorry  to  see  the  difficulty  which  has 
arisen  in  this  matter.  I  must  admit 
that  the  circumstances  are  peculiar ;  but 
I  think  it  would  be  well  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  consider  how  far  they  are  likely 
to  advance  Public  Business  by  pressing 
the  Motion.  It  was  generally  under- 
stood that  the  Irish  Votes  were  fixed  for 
to-day,  and  that  that  would  be  the  only- 
Business  ;  but  yesterday,  in  consequence 
of  the  position  in  which  it  was  known 
that  the  Conference  stood,  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  Woodstock  (Lord 
Eandolph  Churchill)  asked  whether  it 
would  not  be  possible  on  Eeport  of 
Supply  for  a  Minister  to  make  a  state- 
ment with  regard  to  the  Conference. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  I 
understand,  raised  an  objection  to  that 
course  of  proceeding,  stating  that  it 
would  not  be  convenient,  on  Eeport  of 
Supply,  to  make  such  a  statement.  That 
objection,  however,  was  overruled;  and 
I  certainly  understood  that  Eeport  of 
Supply  would  be  taken  at  some  period 
between  6  and  8  o'clock,  and  that  the 
statement  would  then  be  made,  provided 
the  Government  were  in  a  position  to 
do  so.  I  myself  was  certainly  under  the 
impression  that  the  Prime  Minister's 
statement  would  be  made  at  the  conclu- 
sion of  Supply.  Under  the  circumstances, 
and  seeing  the  feeling  of  the  House,  I 
would  venture  to  put  it  to  the  Govern- 
ment whether  they  would  be  consulting 
the  convenience  of  the  House  by  the 
course  they  propose;  and  whether,  if 
they  persist  m  it,  they  will  gain  any 
advantage  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  HAECOUET  said, 
if  there  was  any  intention  of  continuing 
the  contest  upon  this  question,  it  would 
be  unseemly  to  further  prolong  it.  He 
wished  the  House,  however,  to  be  under 
no  misapprehension.  Some  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
seemed  to  think  the  Government  in- 
tended to  take  the  House  by  surprise. 
[CAcer*.]  That  was  entirely  unfounded 
— there  was  no  such  intention.  He  be- 
lieved there  was  no  man  in  the  House 
who  did  not  know  the  whole  afternoon 
the  course  which  would  be  taken. 
["  No,  no ! "]  He  should  have  sup- 
posed that  it  would  have  been  known 
from  the  ordinary  sources  of  information. 
It  was  quite  understood  that  the  Con- 
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tingruBhed  men  that  ever  adorned  that 
Chair,  Mr.  Speaker  Onslow,  said  on  a 
memorable  occasion  that  the  Forms  and 
Bules  of  the  House  were  an  indispen- 
sable protection  of  the  minority,  and 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  every  Speaker 
and  Chairman  for  the  time  being  to 
enforce  those  Eules  and  Forms  for  their 
protection.  One  of  the  best  established 
Rules  of  the  House  was,  "That  the 
Orders  of  the  Day  be  disposed  of  in  the 
order  in  which  they  stand  on  the  Paper." 
The  first  Order  that  day  was  Supply ; 
the  second  was  Report.  Supply  having 
been  brought  to  an  end,  Beport  ought 
to  be  next  taken. 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  (Sir 
Farher  Herschkix)  said,  now  that  tho 
Government  had  3rielded  what  they  had 
been  contending  for  he  hoped  this  dis- 
cussion would  not  be  prolonged.  Tliey 
would  take  no  further  Votes  in  Supply, 
but  would  proceed  to  the  Report,  Thoy 
would  accept  the  proposal  that  on  Mon- 
day the  House  should  resolve  itself  into 
Committee  of  Supply. 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL 
said,  he  was  prepared  to  withdraw  his 
Amendment,  on  condition  that  tho  Secre- 
tary to  tho  Treasury  withdrew  his  Motion. 

Mb.  speaker  said,  it  was  necessary 
to  make  an  Order  as  to  Supply  for 
Monday. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Question,  "That  the  words  'upon 
Monday  next'  be  there  inserted,"  put, 
and  agreed  to. 

Committee  upon  Monday  next. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  upon  Mon- 
day next. 

SUPPLY.— BEPORT. 

Resolutions  [Ist  Augpust]  reported. 

First  and  Second  Resolutions  potl- 
ponei. 

Third  Resolution  agreed  to. 

Fourth  Resolution  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  Thal^  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
Committee  in  the  said  Resolution." 

Mb.  WARTON  moved  that  the  Re- 
port be  postponed  until  Monday,  as  a 
protest  against  the  manner  in  which  the 
Vote  had  been  taken  in  Committee  by 
the  S«oretary  to  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor 


Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
from  the  word  "That,"  to  the  end  of 
the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the  worda 
"  the  Debate  on  the  Further  Considera- 
tion of  the  Resolution  be  adjourned," — 
[Mr.  Warton,) — instead  thereof. 

Question  put,  "That  the  words  pro- 
posed to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

The  House  divided: — Ayes  36  ;  Noes  4 : 
Majority  33.— (Div.  List,  No.  206.; 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Subsequent  Resolutions  agreed  to. 

Postponed  Resolutions  to  be  considered 
upon  Monday  next. 

8m  GEORGE  CAMPBELL :  As  a 
personal  explanation,  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
wish  to  say  that  I  voted  in  tho  minority, 
because  I  thought  I  was  voting  that  the 
Report  be  not  adjourned. 

Honse  adjourned  at  a  quarter  after 
Eight  o'clock  till  Mondiky  next. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 
Monday,  Ath  Augutt,  1884. 


MINTTTES.]— Pdblio  Bilu— First  Reading — 
Hovenue.  ka.*  (242). 

Sfcciid  SeadinD — Education  (Scotland)  Provi- 
sional Order*  (218);  Local  Oovemment 
(Ireland)  Provisional  Ordure  (Labourers  Act) 
(No.  8)»  (217)  ;  Military  Pensions  and  Yeo- 
manry Pay  •  (232)  ;  Chartered  Companies  • 
(231):  Infants  i237),  rfiwA. ;  PutiUc  Health 
(Ireland)  (Districts)  *  (238). 

Committee — Report — Expiring  Laws  Contiaa- 
ance  •  (236). 

SeporC-ChoUm  Hoepitals  (Ireland)  •  (229). 

Tfiird  RtadiHff—Pnhlic  Works  Loans*  (221); 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Worka(Money)  *  (S32), 
and  patted, 

EGYPT— THE  CONTERENCE. 
ministerial  statement. 

Earl  GRANVILLE :  My  Lords,  I  rise 
for  the  purpose  of  laying  on  the  Table  of 
your  Lordships'  House  certain  Papers, 
aud  I  must  apologize  to  your  Lordships 
for  their  not  being  in  a  more  perfect  state. 
It  has  been  physically  impossible  to  pro- 
duce the  Protocols  with  the  translations 
in  tho  time  within  which  we  were  most 
anxious  to  present  them.  I  think,  how- 
ever, that  these  Papers  will   give  the 
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general  information  which  yonr  Lord- 
ships require,  and  the  translations  will 
be  ready  the  day  after  to-morrow.  Your 
Lordahips  are  aware  that  the  Confer- 
ence was,  at  its  sitting  on  Saturday,  ad- 
journed without  coming  to  an  agree- 
ment on  the  alteration  in  the  Law  of 
Liquidation.  It  is  not  necessary  for  me, 
on  this  occasion,  to  say  much  in  regard 
to  the  preliminary  Anglo-French  Agree- 
ment, which  has  already  been  submitted 
to  your  Lordships.  I  am  aware  that  it 
has  mot  in  this  country  with  consider- 
able criticism,  and  even  Votes  of  Censure 
have  been  threatened.  For  my  part,  I 
not  only  believe  that  the  Agreement 
would  have  gained  by  full  discussion ; 
but  I  regret  that  the  Agreement,  from 
a  condition  made  at  the  time,  is  not  at 
present  binding  either  on  France  or  on 
this  country.  It  was  negotiated  in  a 
statesmanlike  and  friendly  spirit  on 
principles  which  I  shall  always  consider 
creditable  to  the  two  GovemmentB,  se- 
curing for  each  country  that  which  was 
valuable  for  each,  and  on  both  making 
concessions  which  were  valuable  and 
just.  Charles  Fox,  when  he  invented 
handicapping  two  racehorses,  advised 
that  the  owner  of  each  should  place  a 
sovereign  in  the  hands  of  the  handi- 
oapper.  If  one  owner  accepted  the  award 
and  the  other  refused,  the  sovereign 
went  to  the  owner  who  accepted  ;  but  if 
both  owners  accepted,  or  both  owners 
refused,  the  sovereigns  remained  with 
the  handicapper,  who,  Mr.  Fox  thought, 
might  be  assumed  to  have  come  to  a 
fair  and  a  right  decision.  On  the  prin- 
ciple which  a  great  statesman  applied  to 
a  mere  pastime,  it  might  equally  be  ar- 
gued that  when  two  Governments  arrived 
at  an  adjustment  of  a  natural  ditfereuce, 
which  at  first  obtains  the  approval  of 
both  countries,  or  which  provokes  con- 
siderable criticism  in  both,  there  is  an 
A  priori  probability  that  the  arrange- 
ment has  not  been  of  a  very  one-sided 
character.  I  am  very  sorry  to  say  that 
this  sort  of  justification,  whatever  it 
may  be  worth,  for  the  British  negotia- 
tors has  not  been  wanting  in  France. 
The  arrangement  was  severely  criticized 
by  the  French  Press,  and  the  feelings 
of  the  Chamber  have  been  so  adverse 
that  it  naturally  had  its  influence  upon 
the  negotiations.  I  have  here  a  short 
Memorandum  showing  the  different  pro- 
posals that  were  made  to  the  Confer- 
ence.    Our  first  proposal  was  mada  on 


the  28th  of  June.  It  was  that  a  pre- 
Preference  Loan  of  £8,000,000  should 
be  guaranteed  by  England,  the  interest 
and  Sinking  Fund  amounting  to  4^  per 
cent ;  that  the  interest  on  each  of  the 
existing  loans  should  be  reduced  by  ^ 
per  cent,  and  the  Sinking  Funds  sus- 
pended—we left  it  to  the  Congress  to 
decide  whether  the  Domain  Loan  should 
be  included — that  the  surplus  should  go, 
one-half  to  the  Egyptian  Government 
and  the  other  half  to  the  Sinking  Funds, 
and  that  the  charge  for  the  Army  of 
Occupation  should  be  limited to£300, 000 
a-year.  Then  came  the  French  counter- 
proposal made  on  a  higher  estimate  of 
revenue.  It  was  made  on  the  22nd  of 
July,  and  was  as  follows : — Tliat  the 
Sinking  Fund  should  be  suspended,  but 
that  the  rate  of  interest  on  all  the  loans 
should  bo  maintained  except  the  Suez 
Canal  Loan  made  by  England,  from 
which  1  per  cent  should  be  deducted ; 
that  the  administrative  expenses  should 
be  fixed  at  the  sum  proposed  by  Eng- 
land ;  that  an  inquii-y  into  the  land  re- 
venue should  be  undertaken  by  England, 
and  the  result  communicated  to  a  Con- 
ference in  1886,  and  that  the  £8,000,000 
loan  should  be  guaranteed  by  all  the 
Powers.  To  this,  which  we  rejected,  we 
made  two  counter-proposals  on  the  24th 
of  July.  One  of  these  was  that  the  new 
loan  should  be  raised  without  guarantee, 
the  indemuities  being  paid  in  its  Stock; 
that  the  administrative  expenses,  as 
agreed  between  us  and  the  French, 
should  be  the  next  charge  on  the  Egyp- 
tian Revenues ;  that  the  third  charge 
should  be  the  interest  on  the  existing 
debts ;  that  any  surplus  should  be  di- 
vided equally  between  the  Sinking  Funds 
and  the  Egyptian  Exchequer ;  and  that 
any  deficit  should  fall  on  the  interest  of 
the  loans.  The  other  proposal  was  that 
the  diminution  of  interest  under  our 
original  plan  should  last  only  for  10 
years,  nud  that  the  Conference  should 
then  meet  again,  and  that  we  should  only 
guarantee  so  much  of  the  pre-Prefer- 
ence  Loan  as  would  not  be  required  for 
the  indemnities.  On  the  28th  of  July 
we  discussed  the  first  of  tbe  two  pro- 
posals, to  which  the  French  objected, 
proposing  instead  to  make  the  entire  in- 
terest of  all  the  existing  debts  the  second 
charge,  and  tbe  administrative  expenses 
the  third.  If  there  should  be  a  surplus 
the  whole  should  go  to  the  Egyptian 
Exchequer  for  10  ytars.    If  there  was  a 
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deficit  the  Oommission  of  the  Oaisse 
would  arrange,  in  concert  with  the 
Egyptian  Government,  how  to  meet  it : 
but  that  no  reduction  in  the  interest  of 
the  Debt  could  take  place.  After  dis- 
cussion, in  which  we  offered  to  give  our 
proposal  a  duration  of  only  three  years, 
the  French  took  it  ad  referendum.  On 
the  following  day,  the  29th  of  July,  no 
answer  having  been  received  from  the 
French  Oovernment,  wo  made,  on  a  sug- 
gestion from  Count  Nigra,  the  following 
amended  proposal : — That  after  the  in- 
terest on  the  New  Loan,  which  would 
form  the  first  charge  on  the  Revenues  of 
Egypt,  the  next  charge  should  be  the 
interest  on  all  the  existing  loans,  less  J 
per  cent ;  that  the  third  charge  should 
be  the  administrative  expenses;  that  the 
fourth  should  be  the  J  per  cent,  so  far  as 
the  balance  would  allow,  and  that  if 
there  was  any  surplus  it  should  be  di- 
vided between  the  Sinking  Fund  and  the 
Egyptian  Exchequer  ;  and  that  tliis  ar- 
rangement should  be  for  three  years. 
To  this,  on  the  2nd  of  August,  the 
French  made  their  final  counter-pro- 
posal, which  we  rejected. 

"  That  the  New  Ixjan  should  be  made  in  Pri- 
vileged Stock,  which  would  be  the  first  charge 
on  the  Rovonaos  ;  that  the  second  charge  should 
be  the  full  interest  on  the  other  loans,  but  that 
the  Sinking  Fund  should  he  suspended  for  three 
years  ;  that  the  third  charge  should  be  the  Sd- 
ministratiTO  chaijfes  as  wo  h«d  settled  them  ; 
thiit  any  balance  should  go  to  the  Kifvptian  Ex- 
chequer ;  that  any  deficiency  should  be  reporttrd 
to  the  Commission  of  the  Caisse,  to  consist  of 
seven  members,  who  would  arranf^e  with  the 
Egyptian  tiovemmcnt  how  to  meet  it  If  this 
involved  a  reduction  of  interest  it  could  only  be 
effected  by  an  unnniinous  vote  of  the  ComuuK- 
sioncra.  If  they  differed,  the  matter  would  b(> 
referred  to  the  Great  Powers;  that  the  inquiry 
into  the  land  revenue  should  be  undertaken  and 
the  reault  brought  before  a  meeting  of  the  Con- 
ferenoa  in  1887." 

Tour  Lordships  will  have  perceived  that 
the  last  proposal  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment difi"ered  from  ours  in  two  respocfa — 
first,  as  to  the  mode  of  raising  the  New 
Loan  on  which  both  Governments  were 
willing  to  arrive,  and  might  easily  have  ar- 
rived at  an  agreement ;  secondly,  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  necessary  charges 
of  the  administration  and  the  interest  of 
the  present  Debt  shall  be  dnalt  with.  The 
French  plan,  in  our  judgment,  would 
produce  a  noi-mal  deficit  of  £500,000,  or, 
according  to  the  Egyptian  authorities,  of 
£1,000,000  a-year,  leaving  to  the  Com- 
mission of  the  Caisse,  whose  official  duty 
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it  is  to  represent  the  creditor*,  not  tha 
Egyptian  debtors,  to  decide  how  far, 
from  year  to  year,  this  deficiency  is  to 
be  made  good,  thus,  practically,  ex- 
cluding the  remedy  of  any  reduction  of 
the  interest  unless,  after  an  indefinite 
lapse  of  time,  the  Representatives  of 
the  Powers  should  agree  unanimously 
to  it.  This  would  have  given  to  the 
Oaisse,  not  merely  the  addition  of  some 
useful  powers  of  check  and  investigation 
such  as  was  provided  for  in  the  Anglo- 
French  Agreement  ;  but  would  have 
given  to  it  the  complete  control  of  the 
government  and  affairs  of  Egypt.  It  ia 
a  great  misfortune  that  Franco  and  Eng- 
land could  not  come  conscientiously  to  an 
agreement,  especially  as  if  we  had  done 
so  the  other  Powers  were  ready  to  concur 
in  it.  No  one  can  deplore  this  moro 
than  Her  Majesty's  Government ;  but  I 
cannot  altogether  regret,  if  the  disagree- 
ment was  inevitable,  that  the  Ultimatum 
of  the  French  Government  should  be  one 
which  I  believe  your  Lordships  will 
unanimously  bo  of  opinion  it  was  impos- 
sible for  us  to  accept.  I  hope  that  this 
House  will  understand  that,  in  saying 
this,  I  do  not  pretend  to  criticize  the 
conduct  of  France  in  wishing  to  defend 
the  rights  of  her  subjects.  Even  if  so 
largo  a  number  of  Lgyptian  securities 
were  not  held  iu  this  country,  I  should 
entirely  sympathize  with  the  French  Oo- 
vernment in  the  desire  that  rights  se- 
cured— though  in  different  circumstances 
— under  International  Agreement  to  in- 
dividuals should,  if  it  were  possible,  be 
maintained.  But  the  view  which  we  de- 
sired to  place  before  the  Powers,  parties 
to  this  International  Agreement,  was 
that,  while  Egypt  was  bound  to  do  her 
best  to  meet  the  claims  upon  her.  it  was 
the  duty  of  all  of  us  to  see  that  Egypt 
was  placed  in  a  position  in  which  she 
could  live.  It  has  been  asked  whether 
Her  Majesty's  Government  applied  to 
Germany  to  mediate.  Now,  certainly, 
I  thought  it  my  duty  to  urge  strongly 
upon  the  Representatives  of  all  tho 
Powers  the  hope  that,  in  the  interests  of 
Egypt,  we  should  receive  their  support. 
It  was  not  likely  that  I  should  except 
such  a  Power  as  Germany — whose  atti- 
tude towards  us  about  Egypt  has  been 
of  a  very  friendly  character — from  this 
appeal,  or  that  I  should  conceal  my  be- 
lief that  her  influence  in  Europe  might 
be  of  great  use  to  Egj'pt  in  this  crisis. 
I  did  not  ask  for  the  mediation  of  Ger- 
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defidt  tbe  OommiBsion  of  the  Oaiaaa 
would  arrange,  in  concert  with  the 
Egyptian  Government,  how  to  meet  it ; 
bat  that  no  reduction  in  the  interest  of 
the  Debt  could  take  place.  After  dis- 
otuoion,  in  which  we  ofiFered  to  gire  our 
propo«al  a  duration  of  only  three  years, 
the  French  took  it  ad  refertndum.  On 
the  following  day,  the  29th  of  July,  no 
ftoswer  having  been  received  from  the 
French  Government,  we  made,  on  a  sug- 
gestion from  Count  Nigra,  the  following 
amended  proposal : — That  after  the  in- 
terest on  the  New  Loan,  which  would 
form  the  first  charge  on  the  Revenues  of 
Egypt,  the  next  charge  should  be  the 
interest  on  all  the  existing  loans,  less  \ 

fer  cent ;  that  the  third  charge  should 
e  the  administrative  expenses;  that  the 
fourth  should  be  the  \  per  cent,  so  far  as 
the  balance  would  allow,  and  that  if 
there  was  any  surplus  it  should  be  di- 
vided between  the  Sinking  Fund  and  the 
Egyptian  Exchequer ;  and  that  this  ar- 
rangement should  be  for  three  years. 
To  this,  on  the  2nd  of  August,  the 
French  made  their  final  counter-pro- 
posal, which  we  rejected. 

"  That  the  New  Loan  should  be  made  in  Pri- 
vfleged  Stock,  which  would  b«  the  first  charf^e 
en  the  Rerenues ;  that  the  second  charge  should 
be  the  full  intcreat  on  the  othor  loans,  but  that 
the  Sinkinf^  Fund  should  be  sunpended  for  thn>e 
yean  ;  that  the  third  charge  should  be  the  kd- 
ministrativo  charf^es  as  wo  had  srttled  thi-m ; 
that  any  balance  should  (fo  to  the  Kirrptian  Ex- 
cheqnor ;  that  any  deficiency  should  be  reported 
to  tAo  Commission  of  the  Cainso,  to  consist  of 
•even  members,  who  would  arrange  with  the 
Elgyptian  Uovemment  how  to  meet  it  If  this 
involred  a  reduction  of  intercet  it  could  only  be 
effected  bv  an  unanimous  vote  of  the  Commis- 
■ioners.  If  they  differed,  the  matter  would  be 
rafenred  to  the  Orcnt  Powers ;  that  the  inquiry 
into  the  land  revenue  should  be  undertaken  anil 
the  result  brought  before  a  meeting  of  the  Con- 
feranc*  in  1887." 

Tour  Lordships  will  have  perceived  that 
the  last  proposal  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment differed  from  ours  in  two  respects — 
first,  as  to  the  mode  of  raising  the  New 
Loan  on  which  both  Governments  were 
willing  to  arrive,  and  might  easily  liave  ar- 
rived at  an  agreement ;  secondly,  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  necessary  charges 
of  the  administration  and  the  interest  of 
the  present  Debt  shall  be  dealt  with.  The 
French  plan,  in  our  judgment,  would 
produce  a  normal  deficit  of  £500,000,  or, 
Moording  to  the  Egyptian  authoritie^  of 
£1,000,000  a-year,  leaving  to  the  Com- 
miMion  of  the  Oaiiae,  whoM  official  duty 
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it  is  to  repreaent  the  oreditort,  not  the 
Egyptian  debtors,  to  decide  how  far, 
from  year  to  year,  this  deficient^  is  to 
be  made  good,  thus,  practieally,  ex- 
cluding the  remedy  of  any  reduction  of 
the  interest  unices,  after  an  indefinite 
lapse  of  time,  the  Bepresentatives  of 
the  Powers  should  agree  unanimously 
to  it.  This  would  have  given  to  the 
Oaisse,  not  merely  the  addition  of  some 
useful  powers  of  check  and  investigstion 
such  as  was  provided  for  in  the  Anglo- 
French  Agreement ;  but  would  have 
given  to  it  the  complete  control  of  the 
government  and  affairs  of  Egypt.  It  is 
a  great  misfortune  that  France  and  Eng- 
land could  not  come  consdentiously  to  an 
agreement,  especially  as  if  we  had  done 
so  the  other  Powers  were  ready  to  concur 
in  it.  No  one  can  deplore  this  mor* 
than  Her  Majesty's  GK>vemment;  but  I 
cannot  altogether  regret,  if  the  disagree- 
ment was  inevitable,  that  tho  ITltimatiun 
of  the  French  Government  should  be  one 
which  I  believe  your  Lordships  will 
unanimously  bo  of  opinion  it  was  impos- 
sible for  us  to  accept.  I  hope  that  this 
House  will  understand  that,  in  saying 
this,  I  do  not  pretend  to  criticize  the 
conduct  of  France  in  wishing  to  defend 
the  rights  of  her  subjects.  Even  if  so 
largo  a  number  of  Egvptian  securities 
were  not  held  in  this  country,  I  should 
entirely  sympathize  with  the  French  Oo- 
vemraeot  in  the  desire  that  rights  se- 
cured— though  in  different  circumstances 
— under  International  Agreement  to  in- 
dividuals should,  if  it  were  possible,  be 
maintained.  But  the  view  which  we  de- 
sired to  place  before  the  Powers,  parties 
to  this  International  Ag^reement,  was 
that,  while  Egypt  was  bound  to  do  her 
best  to  meet  the  claims  upon  her,  it  was 
the  duty  of  all  of  us  to  see  that  Egypt 
was  placed  in  a  position  in  which  soe 
could  live.  It  has  been  asked  whether 
Her  Majesty's  Government  applied  to 
Germany  to  mediate.  Now,  certainly, 
I  thought  it  my  duty  to  urge  strongly 
upon  the  Representatives  of  all  the 
Powers  tho  hope  that,  in  the  interests  of 
Egypt,  we  should  receive  their  support. 
It  was  not  likely  that  I  should  except 
such  a  Power  as  Germany — whose  atti- 
tude towards  us  about  £^pt  has  been 
of  a  very  friendly  character — from  this 
appeal,  or  that  I  should  conceal  my  be- 
lief that  her  influence  in  Borope  might 
be  of  great  use  to  Egypt  in  this  eriiia. 
I  did  not  ask  fbr  the  mediation  of  Oar- 
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aiivar.tnt;-  .  f  ih-  n--)',-  }.«ri'a  B**i*tani-« 
to  :;.>'i>  n!>  Uii*  I'-t'-'Siaiti' wr.ii  !:>u*t  !•• 
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these  are  matters  of  the  past,  and  I  do 
not  wish  to  exaggerate  their  importance, 
lam  sorry  that  the  noble  Lord  has  thought 
it  necessary  to  renew  his  adhesion  to 
what  I  consider  are  the  absolutely  ex- 
tinct provisions  of  the  Anglo-French 
Convention  ;  but  I  hope  we  may  believe 
that,  having  been  thrown,  as  the  Prime 
Minister  said,  into  abeyance,  no  authority 
whioh  can  exist  can  call  them  back  into 
activity.  But  I  cannot  help  being  very 
xnuoh  interested  in  the  last  statement  of 
the  noble  Earl — that  he  was  conscious 
that  a  great  responsibility  rested  on  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  and  that  he  was 
about  to-morrow  to  state  the  first  step 
which  they  were  going  to  take  in  the 
discharge  of  that  responsibility.  Well, 
we  shall  await  that  announcement  with 
the  very  greatest  interest,  because  the 
pri')blem  before  us  is  one  which,  un- 
doubtedly, at  first  sight,  seems  to  require 
all  the  skill  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  solve.  By  the  hypothesis  on 
which  the  Conference  was  dissolved,  the 
very  resources  which  are  at  present  at 
the  command  of  the  Government  of 
Egypt  are  insufficient  for  carrying  on 
the  government  of  the  country  and  pay- 
ing its  debts.  It  is  not  a  question  of 
there  being  a  difficulty  ;  there  is  an  im- 
possibility. According  to  the  view  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  and  owing 
to  the  manner  in  which  they  elected  to 
close  the  Conference,  it  is  impossible, 
while  paying  the  Debt,  to  satisfy,  with  jus- 
tice to  the  Egyptian  people,  the  present 
exigencies  of  the  Government.  Well, 
but  by  the  acknowledgment  of  the  noble 
Earl  again,  they  are  not  able  to  reduce 
the  interest  of  the  Debt  without  the  con- 
Bont  of  the  Powers,  which  they  do  not 
possess.  They  are  not  able  to  reduce 
the  cost  of  the  government  of  Egj-pt, 
because  that  is  the  ground  on  which 
they  have  dissolved  the  Conference.  The 
money  must  be  found  somewhere,  and 
they  cannot  get  it  from  the  credit  or 
resources  of  the  English  Government, 
because  they  have  taken  no  Vote  of 
Parliament  for  that  purpose  ;  and,  there- 
fore, they  are  at  present  in  the  condi- 
tion of  having  found  that  certain  money, 
by  their  own  most  solemn  assertions, 
■was  indispensably  necessary,  and  having, 
by  assertions  equally  solemn,  ascertained 
there  are  no  resources  from  whioh  that 
money  can  be  drawn.  I  shall  listen 
•with  great  interest  to  the  account  to- 
morrow how  they  propose  to  solve  this 
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problem ;  but  a  discussion  of  the  Con- 
ference itself  is  premature  until  the 
Papers  are  placed  before  us. 

Lord  HOUGHTON  :  With  regard  to 
the  Egyptian  accounts.  I  wish  to  put  a 
Question  to  my  noble  Friend  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,because, 
by  some  misapprehension,  a  rumour  has 
gone  abroad,  and  it  is  mentioned  by  a 
public  print — one  of  the  beet  informed 
upon  Egyptian  affairs — I  wish  to  know 
whether  there  is  •  any  ground  for  any 
suspicion  that  these  accounts  are  unsatis- 
factory or  inaccurate ;  and  whether  the 
criticisms  of  the  French  or  any  other 
experts  justify  such  stntementa  ? 

Eakl  ORAXVILLE:  The  Question 
of  my  noble  Friend  is  a  verj'  natural 
one,  because  one  gentleman  referred  to 
is  a  near  relative  of  my  noble  Friend. 
The  report  was  founded  upon  a  misun- 
der.standing  or  misapprehension.  There 
was  no  accusation  made  against  the  form 
of  the  accoimts,  or  the  manner  in  which 
they  were  kept.  The  question  as  to  the 
difference  of  opinion  was  a  difference  as 
to  the  estimates  of  revenue  arising  from 
the  Land  Tax,  and  that  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  Accountant's  office.  I  am 
glad  to  take  the  opportunity  of  stating 
that  no  two  gentlemen  could  have  done 
their  work  more  efficiently  than  those 
upon  whom  the  duties  devolved,  and 
their  work  has  been  performed  very 
much  to  their  credit  with  the  assistance 
of  a  staff  of  tmployh  which  has  been 
wonderfully  diminished,  and  which  has 
been  almost  exclusively  confined  to  the 
Natives  of  the  country. 

OITT  OF  LONDON— THE  BENEFICE  OF 
ST.  OLAVE,  JEWRY. 

QtTBSTION.       0B9KKVATI0W8. 

The  Earl  of  MILLTOWN,  in  rising 
to  ask,  Why  the  benefice  of  8aint  Clave, 
Jewry,  in  the  City  of  London,  of  which 
the  Lord  Chancellor  is  the  patron,  has 
been  left  vacant  for  two  years,  notwith- 
standing the  repeated  prayers  uf  the 
parishioners  for  the  appointment  of 
some  godly  clergyman  as  rector?  said, 
that  on  this  site  there  had  been  a  church 
for  over  700  years,  and  now  a  scheme 
had  been  set  on  foot  to  unite  the  parish 
to  that  of  St.  Margaret's,  and  to  secu- 
larize the  church.  The  church  was  built 
by  Sir  Christopher  Wren,  and  hundreds, 

Eerhaps  thousands,  of  City  worthies  lay 
uried  in  its  vaults.     The  iohabitants 
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whifk  ttiw  aaU  <if  tho  'it*  wuuld  vntAil. 
Ill  xinio  ra«Mi.  n»  dimht,  it  waa  iofTit- 
alil»  that  this  ahituld  t«ka  nUc«;  but 
tho  inhahitaata  of  tha  pariah  deniad  that 
thia  WM  tha  cm»i>  hara.  If  tha  aehKiiio 
war*  rarriad  out,  oaa  church  would  hara 
tu  M-nrp  for  wTaa  |i«riaha«.  It  waa  trua 
that  thvn>i>Kr«tiatiuB  had  baaa  axtrainaljr 
anall ;  but  that  had  ba-aa  o«iag  largvtjr 
tu  tha  faot  of  its  n<ctor  harinK  baaa  aa 
a)>«oBt««>  f»r  many  x«<ara,  aad  clargTini>B 
<t(  ii«*itfhbouriag  pariahaa  had  found 
th»niiM>rT<<a  abia  to  fill  their  church<<a. 
Tha  |io|>ulati<>n  of  tha  diatrirt  waa  ia- 
rr*a«iBg,  and  it  waa  probabla  that  a 
lari;<>  amount  of  dwrUiaits  for  tha  work> 
iajc  rlajwa*  would  ba  t>fwto<l  in  it.  Ha 
thuuicht  that  thia  waa  not  a  tima  to  d»- 
prive  tha  Citr  of  an  intrraatiag  ralic 
■uih  aa  thia  church.  In  c«moluaiun,  ha 
baintad  to  aak  tha  Uuaation  of  which  ha 
had  ipvaa  Notioa. 

Tub  U  >UI>  CHANOEIXOR.  in  r«plj. 
■aid,  that  ha  would  n<>t  hava  pannittada 
anion  of  thuaa  two  pariahaa  to  taka  plae*. 
if  It  had  not  apiiaarml  to  him  that  a  atruag 
and  ilfar  i-aaa  for  it  had  baan  made 
out.  Tha  two  panah<<a  of  Ht.  Margarat 
aad  St  <  >\my  had  haitpan««l  t<>  )>a  vacant 
at  tha  aaro<<  timf,  anJ  it  had  t>a«n  buk> 
gaaini  tu  him  that  it  would  b<>  daairabla 
to  taka  tho  opportunity  fur  thoir  unii>n. 
Th»  aunrstion  had  coma  from  tha 
Biahop  of  I^indon.  aad  it  had  alio  bavo 
•up|iurtail  by  pnaona  daapljr  iatanwtad 
ia  tha  wi-lfara  of  tha  Churrh  aad  ita 
•IBeiaarj  in  that  part  of  tha  Oily,  aad 
who  hail  contributad  largaly  out  of 
thair  own  maaa*  towarda  th'iaa  obj<<rta. 
Tha  agirtvgata  population  of  both  pa- 
riahaa waa  about  AM.  Tha  Church 
of  Si  Uargarat.  which  waa  tha  iargar 
and  tM>itar  ia  all  way*  of  the  tworhufchMi, 
waa  within  a  abmi''*  throw  of  8t.  OlaTa'a, 
and  in  it  th«ra  waa  ample  arrommodatioa 
•ut  ualy  for  tha  whole  united  ooagrega- 
tiona,  but  for  nmudarabty  mora  people. 
A*  to  th«  an-mioctura  of  St.  Olave'a 
(.liurch.  opinion*  might  differ ;  but,  froB 
what  he  ha<i  h<«rd.  ha  ahould  by  bo 
naaaa  think  that  it  waa  either  oaa  <rf  the 
moat  iBter«>«tiBg  or  moat  beautiful  of 
th»«a  built  afii-r  tha  Uraat  Fire.  lie  had 
c*r««fullr  in-{Utr*d  into  the  iaatt«T,  aad 
ha4i  coma  |>>  tha  madaaioB  that  thera 
wa*  a  atfuag  caaa  aatabliahed  Cor  the 
unii>n,  priTidaii  th«'  nirnaaiy  coaaaata 
vara  vLtatned.    That  had  beaa  duaa^ 


•Mordiag  to  kia  own  viaw  of  tha  law 
applicable     to    the    caea,    which 


n>ntimii-d  by  tha  I.aw  Ofltpara  of  tha 
i'n>wn  The  rlorgyman  whom  ha  had 
appi>int><d  to  St  Margart't'*  had  under- 
taki>n  the  duty  on  tha  undrntaadiBg 
that  if  tha  uaioB  t<«k  place  he  would 
accept  tho  charge  of  tha  united  pariahaa. 
Tlio  whole,  or  aaarly  the  whide,  of  tha 
euJoemvuta  of  St.  Olave'a  would  be  da> 
rotml  to  thi>  erection  aad  eadowment  of 
a  church  ia  aome  othi-r  district  whera  it 
waa  really  waated. 

Till  Iliaiior  or  LONDON  aaid.  that 
I'arliamaBt  had  aaaetioaed  the  general 
principle  of  thi>  Act  uuder  which  thia 
arrnDgaint'nt  had  been  carried  out  2A 
years  ago,  and  he  had  only  artml  ia  thia 
eaM>  u|>on  tho  prim-iplea  which  I'arlia* 
iiiebt  had  ••>  attnctionin].  Thia  appeared 
to  him  to  b«t  i-iartly  one  of  thoae  caaaa 
which  the  Act  wan  intended  to  meat. 
The  church  with  which  it  waa  propoaad 
to  unito  thia  one  waa  within  a  fav 
minutoa'  walk  of  Ht  Olare,  Jewry. 
When  there  ware  at  leaat  30  ohurohaa 
naad«>d  in  Metn>|M>litaB  diatricta  which 
wen*  for  thf  moat  part  uoatda  to  provida 

Slart>a  of  wurahi])  for  thamaelTea,  it  waa 
eairablii  that  wbcB  a  church  waa  no 
loii(((<r  rrc|uired  the  endowiueBta  ahould 
be  applii<<l  ia  aupplving  need*  which 
weri>  Tory  gn>al  and  urir«*nt.  At  a  Veatry 
ret>raa<-ntiug  the  united  pariahea  tha 
achemi'  waa  approrod.  with  only  two 
diaa«>Bting  roicea. 

IXK.\ST»  BILI — <Xo.  2J:.) 

(rU  Ur4  r>ft*r*U.) 

•IruXD  BKAI>t]IO. 

fhder  of  the  I>ay  for  the  Second  Read- 
iag  read. 

lA>ai>  FIT/4 fERALD,  ia  moriag  that 
the  Uill  be  now  read  a  second  time,  said, 
tha  pnnripla  of  the  Bill  waa  to  recog- 
ni«a  tha  mother'*  right,  ia  the  ereot  of 
her  surririBg  her  huabaad.  to  ba  tha 

rrdian  of  her  rhildrea  either  aloaa,  if 
had  appointed  no  guardiaa,  or  eoB« 
t'oiatly  with  any  guardiaa  apnointed  by 
dm.  By  the  Commoa  Law,  the  fathara 
right  Ut  the  cuatiidy  aad  care  of  hia  ia- 
faat  childrea  waa  fully  racogniMd.  It 
waa  auliae<|ueatly,  to  auma  eateat,  af> 
ferted  by  sUtute*.  aapecially  the  laCaata 
IVitartion  Act,  IH7S.  aad  roatiulled  by 
the  Liird  Chancellor.  repreeaatiBg  th« 
Uuaea  aa  Ptrmt  Palrtm.  whera  iafkata 
had  lievu  luadf  wards  of  Courta  ia  !•• 
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Bpect  of  their  property.  It  was  not 
intended  to  interfere  with  that  branch 
of  the  law  as  it  now  existed.  By  an  Act 
passed  in  the  1 2th  year  of  the  Reign  of 
Charles  II.,  the  father  was  enabled  to 
appoint  guardians  of  his  children,  who 
after  his  death  were  clothed  with  very 
large  powers  over  the  infant  children, 
their  education,  and  their  property,  to 
the  entire  exclusion  of  the  surviving 
mother.  If  the  father  did  not  appoint 
guardians,  then  the  mother  became 
guardian  for  nurture  during  the  period 
of  nurture ;  but  full  guardianship  could 
only  be  obtained  through  the  medium 
of  Chancery.  The  surviving  mother  had 
no  power  to  appoint  a  guardian  to 
act  after  her  decease.  When  the  Statute 
of  Charles  II.  was  passed,  the  rights  of 
a  married  woman  and  the  claims  of  a 
mother  had  but  small  recognition  in  the 
law.  Now,  with  the  light  of  advancing 
civilization,  the  situation  was  entirely 
altered.  The  last  relics  of  feudal  bar- 
barism in  ignoring  women's  rights  were 
rapidly  disappearing.  Under  that  Sta- 
tute power  was  given  to  the  father  to 
appoint  guardians  to  act  after  his  death. 
Great  cruelty  was  too  often  practised 
on  the  surviving  mother,  and  it  often 
happened  that,  although  she  was  blame- 
less in  conduct  and  of  unblemished  cha- 
racter, her  infant  children  were  taken 
from  her  and  committed  to  the  charge 
of  strangers  during  that  period  of  life 
when  they  most  required  that  maternal 
oare  and  maternal  love  for  which  there 
could  be  no  compensation.  Their  Lord- 
ships could  not  fail  to  recall  to  memory, 
even  within  the  last  few  years,  some  in- 
stances of  the  greatest  cruelty  arising 
from  this  state  of  the  law.  The  great 
object  which  tlie  present  Bill  sought  to 
effect  was  to  redress  that  crying  griev- 
ance. Accordingly,  the  efl'ect  of  the 
2nd  clause  would  be  to  constitute  the 
surviving  mother  guardian  of  her  infant 
children  in  conjunction  with  any  guar- 
dian appointed  by  the  father.  The  3rd 
clause  permitted  both  parents  to  appoint 
guardians  to  act  jointly  after  the  decease 
of  the  survivor,  and  enabled  the  father 
to  appoint  a  guardian  to  act  with  the 
surviving  mother;  and  by  the  'Ith 
sub-clause  power  was  given  in  certain 
grave  cases  to  the  mother  to  apply  to 
the  Court  during  her  husband's  lifetime 
to  appoint  a  guardian  to  act  after  her 
decease  in  conjunction  with  her  surviv- 
ing husband.      The  remainder  of  the 

jPord  Fil%gtrald 


Bill  consisted  of  procedure,  but  of  an 
important  and  valuable  character.  It 
clothed  the  Court  with  new  and  fuU 
powers  to  take  order  for  the  welfare  of 
infants  on  the  application  of  the  mother 
during  the  life  of  the  father — 

"  Having  ropinl  to  the  welfare  of  the  mfanti 
the  condiiot  of  the  parents,  nnd  the  nishes  alike 
of  the  father  aud  of  the  mother." 

It  gave  a  now  jurisdiction  to  the  County- 
Courts,  but  rendered  safe  by  a  right  to 
each  party  to  have  the  case  at  once  re- 
moved to  Chancery,  coupled  with  a  sum- 
mary right  of  appeal  from  every  order 
made  by  a  County  Court  Judge.  Ho 
hod  only  further  to  add  that  the  Bill 
did  not  interfere  with  the  right  of  the 
father  during  his  life,  or  with  the  rights 
of  property,  and  left  wholly  untouched 
the  burning  question  of  religious  teach- 
ing. He  hoped  it  might  be  possible  to 
pass  the  Bill  this  Session. 

Slaved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2'." 
—{Tin  Lord  Fitngerald.) 

Eabl  CAIENS  said,  this  was  a  Bill 
which  unquestionably  made  the  largest 
change  in  the  law  of  this  country  relat- 
ing to  families  that  had  been  seen  for 
tlie  last  200  years.  He  desired  to  point 
out  to  their  Lordships  that  the  Bill  had 
been  printed  and  circulated  only  on 
Saturday  afternoon,  and  that  on  Mon- 
day they  were  asked  to  a&sent  to  the 
principle  by  reading  the  measure  a 
second  time.  Considering  the  circum- 
stances in  which  they  were  placed  at  that 
late  period  of  the  Session,  he  thought 
this  was  rather  hard  on  their  Lordships, 
Various  Bills  had  been  relinquished  on 
the  ground  that  they  would  lead  to  a 
great  deal  of  debate;  aud  as  he  was 
certain  this  Bill  would  lead  to  a  oon- 
eidorable  discussion  he  did  not  think  it 
possible  to  do  otherwise  than  to  refer  it 
to  a  Select  Committee  of  their  Lordships' 
House.  Every  sentence  of  the  Bill  would 
require  the  greatest  consideration.  He 
should  like  to  abstain  from  offering  any 
opinion  as  to  whether  he  agreed  to  the 
necessity  for  an  alteration  of  the  law ; 
he  would  say  nothing  about  that ;  but 
ho  held  a  very  strong  opinion  that  it 
would  be  utterly  impossiblo  to  pass  this 
Bill  in  its  present  shape.  The  proposals 
which  it  made  would  lead  to  squabbles 
on  all  the  families  in  the  country.  It 
proposed  to  give  a  complete  blank  cheque 
to  the  County  Court  Judges  to  act  in  all 
cases  where  the  guardians  of  the  obil- 
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drmi  difrarr<1.  In  mnoluaiua.  h«>  im- 
|il<irc<l  lh<«ir  I^inUhip*.  Iiofniv  thcT  in«<l* 
*  rliat'tr**  in  lli«<  Uw,  !••  aiiiMiiiit  •  S<*l»-t 
<'<i'iiitii;!«-i>  to  tii<|iiir«  into  ih*  nikttxr. 

liiR  l.oKli  )  il ANt'KI.I^HC  Mia.  ho 
(ti->u,;)it  tli4!  til"  |>rtiiri|i|<>  iif  th»  ll-.ll 
W4*  ^'iiU'l,  nii-l  ihnt  tl:<-  <i)ijrcli<iii«  to  il« 
|iiMTi*i<in4  «<'ri>  •■.t|>alil«  of  aufliriotit  an- 
■•••r«  riii'i-ti*iiii/  law  in  r»|(anl  totliA 
ri|ti>t«  of  tti<'  ntorhf-r  r<*i>p<<rtin|t  li<*r  )'hil> 
•ir>-n  w>«  iinjtiiii  aii<l  ub*ali«f«i  lonr,  «n<| 
ou/iit  to  !•<•  aiiii-n-lml  in  tli»  dint-sion 
«lii<  h  !)■••  Mill  |.r>|Hi«N|  to  iilti'r  it.  I|i< 
<s>iit<':.<l--l  thitt  th«  iiK-thi-r  lia>l  n*lsiral 
rii;lit«  a«  •tr>ii^  ««  tho^o  of  ihi*  father, 
•ti-i  t'i<-r<>  wrt*  nianv  ihinpi  in   wlmli 


\Vhr 


»h>-  «i.i^  ni'ir«>>oiiip<-t<«iit  to  dwiJ< 
riallr  a*  to  <laiiiriil4<ra  un<l<*r  •!(•. 
•tioulil  not  th<'  natural  <«|uaiitr  of  hrr 
nirlit*  Im<  rxii^niMxl,  «hil«  Imth  |tar<>iiu 
vrr*  li%inir.  or  if  »lio  wi<ro  th<*  Mtrvivor? 
Aiitl.  Hht-n  IhiiIi  «<-r»  <l<'a<l.  «liat  KroiinJ 
wa«  t>i)Ti>.   in  nature  i^r  in  r«*aun,  fttr 

r<'fu«ini;  Ikt  all   r an<l  nnwvr  in  tli« 

•••l«  t:-<ti  of  tSowi  who  ahoiilil  then  tak* 
cafM  <  f  Itio  oriilian  ■  iiil<ir«-n.  aom*  of 
wh<'!..  niitrlit  tu-  cirU  of  ti'nilcr  vrar«? 
Wa<  i:  lio*  fitir  that  the  «i<low  ahoultl 
Ik*  !:o*  ifiiirliaii,  li  hi>r  hii«)>anil  hail  ap- 
|><in:-  'I  »■•»';  irlinn*.  an<i  if  h«>  hail,  that 
•ho  •ho-.ii'l  tip  a  joint  (tnanlian  '  A<tu 
••|'is)>M<'«.  a*  •!  inl«rforvnr«>  of  t'lunlir 
t'lUft  Jiflk''-*  hf-ciuM  not  ron<'t>iT<*whT 
thr  hariiioiiT  of  any  (a::iiliv«,  in  whirh 
thrfo  Wen-  at  iir>'«"n:  n<i  *i|ualihl<-a, 
ahouM  Im<  ili*tiirlMxl  l.v  a  l>-ir*l  r<<co|n>i- 
tinn  of  th*  m-  th»r'*  natural  an<l  mural 
right*.  aii<I.  •*  *.iiu«  ('ouit  niu*t  hava 
authority,  in  raara  of  liiiraimnrn,  th»  |io<ir 
a<  «•  II  a*  ill*'  iirh  niiiit  tm  ahli*  ti>  go  to 
ono  Hut  a*  thf  nohlti  and  Wrni- 1  I'larl 
o|<|iiM<1><  Kirl  •'jirnn  niBaiil)T»l  that 
it  W--  iM  Ih>  inip-aaihlx  lii  iliM-u**  it  ratia- 
fartonl*  tfii*  ••-•dia.  it  woald,  of  courM, 

!»«•  UW'lc**  to  I  rir><M|  with  It. 

LkK  IlK\U\VKi.l. .  ifrMM-l  hi«oii- 

tiro  •ondirrt  !.v«  with  t<rfi_vihiB|f  "hirh 
hail  )hi':i  >i;>|  h«  th»  nohla  and  laNimvd 
K»rl  oii|..»:"«i  \'j^x\  I 'aim*  .  Thx  Hill 
nk>i{lii  t<«  ttia-Ix  th*  mraa*  of  a  ir'<>at 
dual  of  !!.-.*i-hi«f  Thn  law  with  rp>|><c( 
to  till  i;'ianliaii«liip  of  infanta  nn-lr>l 
•  •■ni>  a:ni'ndin>'fit;  hut  It  waa  a  ni'iat 
dilli.-ii!t  and  d>*iirat«  •uhjvrt,  and  r«- 
•juiriil  th«»  tfrrat»»l  •  »rv 

I.  i;  Kir/<iKK.\U>  awd.  ho  had 
h  -I— •!  tli«i  hn  sh'-'ild  hare  h*wa  able  to 
rvti.'iTi-  a^l  th»  oliji'Ttioit*  whirh  hi*  Oubla 
and  litrt.ol    till  III*  had   rai***!  to  iho 


{hflMd)  AH,  IMl.       UM 

don*  DO  barm  is  »Iiriting  that  diarua- 
•lon^:  on  th»  rnntrarr.  hn^had  awitt<4 
in  attrarlint;  piiMir  atti-nlioii  to  a  frrvat 
and  ailiiiittni  Kricvanix  In  vh-w  of  tha 
•ta!i'ii.iiii*a  of  ii  dilai  and  lumii'd  Iy>nU.  ha 
ii'ti*!  Ii  red  li<i  Would  Im'*!  do  In-  duty  at 
pr«'««int  liy  not  ]<r<>»ini;  th*-  M'>'..'.ii  for 
the  M-iond  K-adiii^  of  thi'  Itill 

Motii.u    ^l.y  lf»Ti'  of.^fhi'  Ilouao]   «fl/4- 
drjtt  •> 

Ord*-rof  th<>  hay  (ortlio.*vtond  It*>ad- 
ing  (ittfKmrftd 

II- 'U»'  i.Ij  •iiriud  *t  •  •I'lartiT  |«al 

Ssi  ii'ifl-rk.  til!  T»-m<irT<>v,  a 

•|iiiirt*  r  i<*<l  IVn  o'd'ck. 


n<»rsK    i\V    tMlMMONS, 


MiNfrK>"    "imtr    < '-xtiiirrii  —  X/fwi — 
il.ttni*  Kif-r  I'rvwrtktit n  .Nd.  Ill] 

Si  I  rt  I  rt>M»  .i>tJ  *•■  ('«M«i.r/f#  t'i«iL  Sia* 
i:.  I.  i°.>T.ii>:i«  I':  !••  V  -F->iiri»<i  aud 
<..:>'Hiii  ■>iktiii*.  \  tit  I  l-A.  tlknilV. 
fs  »••  I\  Km  I  tTt' >  *vu*i».  »»!•  .^■t, 
\  IM  .•  .1.  «  *..  I J  im  :»••«».  IJ«,  M  ui'l  17. 
!{•»•■■'!<  ■••    .lu^utt  \]rtp*-lt^ 

\'\»i:      |::i:  •->.<•.#•<  /.VaJip.^     ('■>mi|'t  PrM- 
tiiia    "•:•;":•.•.••:,.(  I'.Ir.  !i  n«      111' 

Kf..  >-•■•   rti  -  Kt;-   -I       (t  •■•  J,r,4—  jk>ni  1 1»4- 

■  •.'    S'lj  r^Tio  ('  4it     t   JuiKaturfi  Am«ad> 
fill  n'. '  Jv7 '    ftiiil  f*MtJ. 

UrKSTIOSS. 

l-VXM  I.AW   IKKI,.\Xli,  \f-V.  H»l  -FAIR 
UI.M'    -IK  Kl<  IIAUI>  W.\I.I.ArK. 

Ma.  ifKAY  a>k>«l  th.'  Chief  S«cn>tar7 
to  iho  I^'rd  I.ipui«-naiit  of  Indand,  Wha> 
thcr  ho  i>  awarv  that,  in  thv  a|rr«*- 
nipnt*  for  fair  ri-nta  »>-ttlMl  out  of  court 
by  >ir  ICithanl  Wallai'w  aithhinlvnauta, 
a  proviao  I*  inwrtnl  LinlinK  th)-  tiiiant, 
in  aiMition  to  th*-  »tatml  r<*nt,  to  |>aj 
i«>urt  h-i't  and  all  othi-r  (u*toinary  du«a; 
whcthi'r  thi*.  in  notiio  ia*"«,  if  riiforrrd. 
Would  iiiak*  th»  n<-«  r»nt  h:|(h<-r  than 
tb*  ol-l  ;  whrthor  th>'  aicont  i<  in  tba 
haUt  uf  nut  i>nfi>r>  ing  tbf«»  additional 
|ntiii»nta.  aavo  in  •  .i>»*  «ti'-r»  tmanta 
niar  maki*  thi-iiiMdtn  ■  o)>boxiou*  to  hiin  ; 
and,  shi'thrr  *ui  h  ai;n-«'iunit*ari>  l*|{allj 
binding  u|>on  ih»  ta-naiit*  r 

Till    SuI.Ii'IIiiIt    t.ENKKAL    ro» 


BtU  ill  U>iiuui:t«v      11*  Uwuf  bt  ha  bad  i  IUL1^\NL>  ,Mr.  Wauieh,    (or  3Ar.  Ta» 
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velyan)  :  The  Land  Commissioners  state 
that  in  some  agreements  for  fair  rents 
lodged  with  them  from  Sir  Richard  Wal- 
lace's estate,  it  has  been  stipulated  that 
leet  and  other  customary  dues  should  be 
paid  in  addition  to  the  fixed  rent.  The 
Commissioners  would  have  preferred  that 
the  whole  rent  should  have  been  stated 
in  one  sum  ;  but  as  the  agreements,  with 
the  consent  of  the  parties  interested, 
ran  in  a  different  form,  the  Commis- 
sioners did  not  feel  justified  in  rejecting 
them.  They  are  legally  binding  in  their 
present  form.  The  Commissioners  were 
informed  by  Sir  Richard  Wallace's  agent 
that  the  lest  money  on  the  estate  was 
only  8(2.  from  each  head  tenant,  and 
4rf.  from  each  cottier  tenant,  and  there 
would  be  this  addition  to  the  rent  if 
enforced. 

SiE  RICHARD  WALLACE :  I  would 
wish  to  supplement  this  Question.  It  is 
asked  whether  the  effect  of  this  agree- 
ment was  to  make  the  new  rents  higher 
than  the  old  ?  My  answer  is,  decidedly 
not.     [  CriM  of ' '  Order,  order !  "] 

Mb.  GRAY :  I  rise  to  Order.  I  did 
not  ask  the  hon.  Baronet  a  Question. 

Mr.  SPEAICER :  The  hon.  Baronet 
is  not  entitled  to  answer  a  Question 
which  has  already  been  answered  by  a 
Member  of  the  Oovornmont. 

Sir  RICHARD  WALLACE :  I  wish 
to  make  a  personal  explanation. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Baronet 
can  make  apersonal  explanation. 

Sir  RICHARD  WALLACE  was  un- 
derstood to  say  that  the  new  rent  could 
not  be  higher  than  the  old  rent.  The 
amount  was  too  trivial,  the  leet  money 
being  Bd.  for  each  head  tenant  and  4d. 
for  each  cottier  tenant — the  agent  never 
made  any  difference  between  the  tenants. 
He  (Sir  Richard  Wallace)  was  convinced 
that  his  agent  was  too  straightforward 
a  man  to  have  laid  himself  open  to  such 
an  unwarrantable  charge. 

Mb.  GRAY :  The  explanation  of  the 
hon.  Baronet  may  have  been,  no  doubt, 
Batisfactory  to  himself;  but  I  did  not 
hear  a  word  of  it. 

POOR   LAW  (IRELAND)— ELY   DISPEN- 
SARY—USE   OF  BUILDING  FOR 
PARTY  PURPOSES. 
Mb.  HE-ALY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  anything  has  been  done  in  re- 
ference to  the  use  of  the  Ely  Dispensary, 
Derrygonnelly,  as  an  Orange  Lodge? 
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The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walker)  (for  Mr.  Tre- 
yelyan)  :  The  Board  of  Guardians  have 
appointed  another  Committee  to  inquire 
into  the  matter,  and  for  that  purpose  to 
meet  the  Committee  of  Management  of 
the  Ely  Dispensary  on  Monday  the  1 8th 
instant.  As  this  day  is  so  far  distant, 
the  District  Inspector  of  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  has  been  instructed  to 
obtain,  if  possible,  information  as  to  the 
facts  of  the  tenure  of  the  dispensary 
building. 

IRELAND— THE  VISIT   ()F   THE  LORD 
LIEUTENANT  TO  BELFAST- 
DISPLAY  OF  FLAGS. 

Mr.  BERESFORD  (for  Mr.  Corry) 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Is  it  a  fact 
that  Mr.  George  H.  Thorman,  licensed 
publican,  living  in  Ballymacault,  Bel- 
fast, had  suspended  from  his  windows 
for  ten  hours,  on  the  12th  July,  a 
Union  Jack  and  a  Stars  and  Stripes 
without  any  interference  on  the  part  of 
the  authorities,  and  that  at  about  eight 
o'clock  the  same  evening,  at  the  request 
of  a  sergeant  of  Constabulary,  he  imme- 
diately had  them  removed;  but,  not- 
withstanding bis  prompt  action,  a  sum- 
mons was  issued  against  him  at  the  suit 
of  Head  Constable  Reilly;  was  the  sum- 
mons issued  by  the  directions  of  or  with 
the  consent  of  the  District  Inspector  of 
Constabulary  ;  is  it  a  fact  thatfor  several 
years  licensed  publicans  in  Belfast  have 
exhibited  flags  on  various  occasions  with- 
out any  prohibition  or  criminal  prosecu- 
tion ;  is  it  a  fact  that,  on  the  occasion  of 
the  recent  visit  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
to  Belfast,  a  publican  at  the  corner  of 
York  Street  and  Donegal  Street  had 
suspended  several  flags,  and  also  had 
an  arch  extended  from  his  premises 
across  the  latter  street,  and,  if  so,  was 
he  remonstrated  with,  or  has  he  been 
prosecuted  for  the  offence;  is  it  a  fact 
that,  on  the  same  occasion,  the  same,  or 
similar,  flags  for  which  Mr.  Sherman 
was  summoned  were  suspended  from  the 
police  barracks  in  Ballymacault ;  and,  is 
it  the  intention  of  the  Executive  that, 
for  the  future,  loyal  publicans  in  Ireland 
shall  be  prohibited  from  indicating  their 
loyalty  by  anv  flag  or  symbul  ? 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walker)  (for  Mr.  Tre- 
tblyan)  :  The  facts  are  stated  with  sub- 
stantial accuracy  in  the  Queation.     la 
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the  case  of  Mr.  Sherman,  the  Bummons 
■was  issued  by  direction  of  the  District 
Inspector,  who  was  not  at  the  time 
aware  that  the  flags  had  been  so 
promptly  removed  when  objected  to  by 
the  police.  The  magistrates,  in  con- 
sideration of  this  promptitude,  did  not 
convict,  but  adjourned  the  case  for  a 
year — which  is  tantamount  to  a  dis- 
missal. With  regard  to  the  general 
question,  it  is  right  to  observe  that  the 
display  of  flags  from  police  stations  and 
public-bouses  cannot  properly  be  con- 
aidered  as  on  the  same  footing.  The  dis- 
play of  non-Party  flags  from  a  police 
station  is  not  illegal ;  but  from  a  public- 
house  the  display  of  any  flags  or  em- 
blems, not  the  usual  sign  of  the  house, 
ie.  [6  &  7  mii.  IV.  c.  38,  s.  8.]  The 
whole  case  forming  the  subject  of  the 
Question  is  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Inspector  General,  and  further  in- 
quiry is  being  made  into  the  action  of 
the  police,  with  which  tho  Inspector 
General  is  not  satisfied. 

INLAND  NAVIGATION  AND  DRAINAGE 
(IRELAND)  —  DRAINAGE  OF  THE 
BIVER  BARROW. 

Mh.  AETHUE  O'CONNOR  asked 
the  Financial  Secretary,  If  he  will  lay 
upon  the  Table  the  report  of  the  Sur- 
veyor of  tho  Board  of  Works,  Ireland, 
respecting  the  drainage  of  the  Barrow, 
•witnout  waiting  for  the  Eeport  of  the 
Valuator  ;  and,  whether  he  can  say  ap- 
proximately at  what  dates  the  Valuator 
18  expected  to  finish  the  district  from 
Monosterevan  to  Athy,  and  when  he  ex- 
pects to  be  able  to  commence  with  those 
of  Bosenallis,  Phillipstown,  and  Eath- 
angau  severally  ? 

Mr.  COURTNEY :  The  final  Report 
of  the  Chief  Engineer  to  the  Board  of 
Works  cannot  be  made  until  the  valua- 
tion has  been  completed  ;  but  I  can  un- 
dertake to  lay  a  preliminary  Eeport, 
giving  the  general  facts  of  the  case,  with 
an  approximate  estimate  of  the  costs, 
before  the  House  on  Thursday  next. 
As  regards  the  valuator's  work,  we  are 
constantly  urging  expedition ;  and  we 
hope  that  the  heaviest  part  of  the  work 
of  the  entire  district  will  be  completed 
by  the  end  of  September  next. 

EGYPT— THE  PRESS  LAW. 
Ma.  HEALY  asked  tl\e  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Afi'airs,  Whe- 


ther, on  the  demand  of  the  British 
auhorities  or  otherwise,  Nubar  Pasba  is 
engaged  in  elaborating  a  Law  against 
the  liberty  of  tho  press  in  Egypt ;  if  not, 
why  has  Nubar  sent  a  circular  to  the  Oon- 
sulsGeneral  representing  the  Powers.ask- 
ing  their  support  in  this  sense  ;  whether 
the  proposed  press  measures  are  mainly 
directed  against  7^«  Boiphore  EgyptUn, 
and  The  fyrnmidea  ;  and,  if  it  is  the  fact, 
as  stated  in  The  Fortwyhlly  Review  for 
August,  in  an  ai-ticle  on  Nubar  Pasha, 
that  previously  Sir  Evelyn  Baring  re- 
fused the  demand  of  Mr.  Clifi'ord  Lloyd 
to  use  his  influence  with  M.  Barri^re  to 
allow  the  Botphore  to  be  suppressed  ? 

LoBD  EDMOND  FITZMAUEICE  : 
The  attention  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment wascalled  by  the  Egyptian  Govern- 
ment to  the  difiiculties  under  which  they 
laboured  with  regard  to  Press  offences, 
owing  to  the  immunities  enjoyed  by 
foreigners  under  the  Capitulations,  and 
to  the  refusal  of  some  of  the  Foreign  Ee- 
preseutatives  to  co-operate  with  them  in 
enforcing  tho  Press  Laws  in  the  case  of 
newspapers  conducted  by  their  co-nation- 
alists. Her  Majesty's  Eepresentatives 
at  the  principal  capitals  in  Europe  were 
instructed  last  month  to  bring  the  matter 
before  the  Governments  to  which  they 
are  accredited.  There  is  no  ground  for 
the  statement  in  The  Fortnightly  Beview 
quoted  by  the  hon.  Member. 

LAW  .VND  JUSTICE  (IRELAND)— GLIN 
PETTY  SESSIONS-CASE  OF  DANIEL 
M'COY. 

Mb.  SYNAN  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  Daniel  M'Coy,  of  Ballyhahill, 
in  the  couuty  of  Limerick,  a  member  of 
the  late  Land  League  and  of  the  Na- 
tional League  was,  on  the  24th  instant, 
sentenced  to  a  month's  imprisonment, 
upon  a  charge  of  being  drunk  and  dis- 
orderly, by  Captain  Hatchell,  at  Glin 
Petty  Sessions,  without  the  option  of  a 
fine,  as  is  usual,  and  without  examining 
the  evidence  against  tho  charge ;  whe- 
ther on  the  same  occasion  he  sentenced 
two  other  persons  for  the  same  oilence, 
which  they  admitted,  to  a  fine  of  2*.  6rf. 
and  1 0«.  respectively ;  and,  whether  he 
will  recommend  His  Excellency  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  to  commute  said  imprison- 
ment to  a  fine,  or  to  remit  or  reduee  said 
sentence,  and  enable  the  said  Daniel 
M'Coy  to  return  home  to  save  his  har- 
vest? 
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The  solicitor  QENEBAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walker)  (for  Mr.  TnE- 
veltan')  :  Daniel  M'Coy  was  sentenced 
to  a  month's  imprisonment  for  being 
drunk  and  very  disorderly  while  in  charge 
of  a  horse  and  car  at  Glin,  where  a 
number  of  people  were  assembled  on 
the  occasion  of  a  regatta.  The  other 
fines  referred  to  in  tht'  Question  were 
imposed  for  simple  cases  of  druuken- 
ness.  There  does  not  appear  to  be  any 
reason  to  question  the  propriety  of  the 
exorcise  of  the  magistrate's  discretion  ; 
but  it  is,  of  course,  open  for  M'Coy,  or 
any  person  on  his  behalf,  to  appeal  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  for  n  mitigation  of 
the  sentence. 

THE  MArrRirrDS. 

Mr.  COLERIDGE  KENNARD  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  Is  it  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  grant  the  people  of 
Mauritius  the  same  privileges  iu  re- 
sponsible Government  as  promised  to 
the  people  of  Jamaica  ? 

Mr.  EVELYN  ASHLEY :  The  Secre- 
tary of  Slate  has  announced  his  readi- 
ness to  ponctiou  the  elective  principle 
being  introduced  into  the  Legislature  of 
Mauritius,  and  is  awaiting  detailed  pro- 
posals which  will  then  be  considered  by 
Iiim.  The  detailed  provisions  will  be, 
however,  probably  somewhat  different 
from  those  in  Jamaica.  I  would  point 
out  that  the  wording  of  the  Question 
convoys  an  inaccurate  impression,  be- 
cause in  neither  case  is  it  intended  to 
introduce  responsible  government  as  es- 
tablished in  the  self-governing  Colonies. 

COMMISSIONERS  OF  NATIONAL  EDU- 
CATION (lUELAND)  —  STEWAUDS- 
TOWN  NATIONAL  SCHOOL. 

Mb.  BERESFORD  (for  Mr.  Macart- 
key)  asked  the  Chief  Soerotary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  Roman  Catholic 
National  School,  Stowardstown,  county 
Tyrone,  has  been  used  for  a  consider- 
able time  as  a  place  of  practice  by  a  so- 
called  Nationalist  Band;  whether  this 
has  been  done  with  the  knowledge 
of  the  Patron  and  schoolmaster ;  and, 
whether  it  is  in  accordance  with  the 
rules  laid  down  by  the  Commissioners 
of  National  Education  ? 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND    (Mr.    Waikee)    (for  Mr. 
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TREVEtYAN):  Over  two  months  ago,  when 
the  Commissioners  discovered  that  the 
band  had  beeu  permitted  to  play  in  the 
schoolroom,  they  at  once,  on  the  30th  of 
May,  wrote  to  the  manager — 

"  Expressing  thnir  reg^'et  thitt  the  manager 
should  hava  porniittcd  tho  school-hoiuK)  to  be 
lued  for  parpoBos  l>»diDg  to  serious  local  crm- 
trovprsies,  and  requesting  liim  to  lake  im- 
niediiito  steps  to  have  the  Cionimissioners"  rules 
faithfully  complied  with  in  future." 

The  manager,  on  receipt  of  this  letter, 
assured  the  Board  that  the  breach  of  the 
rules  would  be  entirely  discontinued. 

ROYAL  IRISH  CONSTABULARY —DR. 
MADIGAN.  MEDICAL  OFFICER. 

Mr.  SYNAN  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether  Dr.  Madigan  of  Dromcol- 
lagher,  in  the  county  of  Limerick,  was 
removed  as  Medical  Officer  of  the  Con- 
stabulary at  Spriugdeld  Castle  and  Clon- 
more  in  said  county,  and  another  doctor 
appointed,  although  the  latter  lived  over 
eight  miles  from  the  stations,  and  Dr. 
Madigan  was  resident  within  two  miles; 
whethsr  the  reason  given  by  the  In- 
spector General  was  that  the  stations 
werenot  in  Dr.  Madigan'sdispensary dis- 
trict ;  whether  the  Constabulary  station 
of  Mount  Kennedy  is  in  Dr.  Madigan 's 
dispensary  district,  and  why  another 
doctor  has  been  appointed  medical  officer 
to  it ;  and,  whether  Dr.  Madigan  is  a 
Catholic,  and  the  doctors  appointed  by 
the  Inspector  General  are  Protestants  ? 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walker)  (for  Mr. 
Trevelyan):  Dr.  Madigan  was  never 
appointed  by  the  Inspector  General  to  bo 
medical  attendant  of  the  SpringHeld 
Castle  and  Clonmore  stations.  But  in 
1882,  when  these  stations,  which  are 
merely  protection  posts,  were  estab- 
lished, he  waa  allowed  by  tho  County 
Inspector  to  act  temporarily  in  that 
capacity  pending  a  regular  appointment. 
In  conformity  with  a  section  of  the  Code 
then  in  force,  but  aftf  rwards  repealed, 
the  appointment  was  given  to  the  dis- 
pensary doctor  of  the  district — Dr. 
Bolster,  who  holds  a  dispensary  quite 
close  to  the  two  protection  posts.  With 
regard  to  the  Ballykennedy  station,  it  is 
true  that  it  is  in  Dr.  Madigon's  dispen- 
sary district  ;  but  the  section  of  the  Code 
above  referred  to,  and  which  gave  dis- 
pensary doctors  a  prior  claim  to  these 
appointments,  waa  cancelled  last  year,  as 
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five  months,  and  has  be«n  obliged  to  pay 
the  expenses  of  his  trial  when  deprived, 
of  the  means  of  livelihood,  the  Gk>veni- 
ment  are  prepared  to  recommend  any 
compensation  to  him  in  consequence  ? 

Thb  80LIGIT0K  GENEEAL  fob 
lEELAND  (Mr.  Wai^r)  for  (Mr.  Tkk- 
yelyan)  :  It  is  true  that  in  the  assault 
case  the  Judge  directed  the  jury  to 
acquit  Beatty  after  hearing  the  evidence 
for  the  defence.  This  evidence  was  not 
before  the  magistrates  who  returned  him 
for  trial.  He  is  the  same  person  who 
was  returned  for  trial  by  Captain  Whelan 
for  the  murder  of  Francis  M'Glone.  That 
charge  was  not  withdrawn  by  the  Crown  ; 
but  the  Grand  Jury  ignored  the  bill  for 
manslaughter,  and,  consequently,  it  was 
for  the  assault  on  O'Neill  that  Beatty  was 
tried.  Francis  M'Glone  made  an  infor- 
mation before  his  death,  in  which  he 
stated  that  he  went  into  a  public-house 
in  Dungannon  with  Arthur  O'Neill,  and 
a  strange  man,  afterwards  identified  by 
O'Neill  as  Beatty,  but  that  he  did  not 
remember  anything  after  that,  as  he  was 
drunk.  The  Coroner's  jury  wm  com- 
posed of  an  equal  number  of  Protestants 
and  Catholics,  and  they  found  a  verdict 
that  M'Glone  died  from  inflammation  of 
the  brain  brought  on  by  a  fall  or  a 
blow.  They  did  not  add  that  no  reli- 
ance could  be  placed  on  the  evidence 
of  O'Neill.  He  was  corroborated  by 
several  persons  as  to  Beatty  having  been 
in  the  public-house  on  the  occasion ;  but 
there  was  a  discrepancy  in  some  points 
between  his  evidence  and  that  of  other 
witnesses.  When  Captain  Whelan  re- 
turned Beatty  for  trial,  he  did  not  re- 
fuse to  examine  witnesses  for  the  de- 
fence. On  the  contrary,  he  did  examine 
one  witness  who  was  about  proceeding 
to  America,  and  Beatty's  solicitor  said 
he  would  reserve  his  defence  for  the 
Assizes.  The  Government  are  not  aware 
that  the  learned  Judge  who  tried  the 
case  made  any  reflection  on  the  magis- 
trate who  sent  it  for  trial,  or  made  the 
statement  referred  to.  The  District  In- 
spector, who  was  in  Court,  reports  that 
he  heard  nothing  of  the  kind  said. 
Beatty  is  not  the  sole  support  of  his 
parents,  as  his  father  is  in  service.  It 
is  believed  that  local  subscriptions  have 
been  made  to  defray  his  expenses  ;  but, 
whether  that  be  so  or  not,  the  Crown 
are  not  prepared  to  recommend  any 
daim  for  oompensation. 


considered  advisable  to  make  any  change. 
The  matter  stands  differently  now.  The 
subject  of  the  Memorials  is  now  receiving 
attention,  andit  ishoped  that  any  changes 
necessary  will  be  made. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (IRELAND) —TT- 
EONE  ASSIZES—"  QUEEN  v.  BEATTY." 
Colonel  KING-HAHMAN  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Whether  his  attention  has 
been  directed  to  the  case  of  assault  en- 
titled the  "  Queen  V.  Beatty,"  tried  at 
the  last  Tyrone  Assizes ;  whether,  on 
the  trial,  a  complete  alibi  on  behalf  of 
Beatty  was  proved,  and  whether  the 
learned  Judge  who  tried  the  case,  after 
hearing  the  evidence,  directed  the  jury 
to  acquit  Beatty  on  the  ground  that 
there  was  no  evidence  to  sustain  the 
charge ;  whether  this  Beatty  is  the  same 
person  who  was  returned  for  trial  by 
Captain  Whelan  on  the  charge  of  the 
murder  of  Francis  M'Glone,  and  whe- 
ther such  charge  was  subsequently  with- 
drawn by  the  Grown,  and  the  charge  of 
assault  on  O'Neill,  the  companion  of 
M'Glone  on  the  night  of  his  death,  was 
the  only  charge  upon  which  Beatty  was 
tried  at  the  Assizes;  whether  Francis 
M'Glone  made  a  deposition  before  his 
death,  and  therein  stated  that  he  was  so 
drunk  he  could  not  blame  any  person ; 
whether  the  coroner's  jury  which  in- 
quired into  the  death  of  Francis  M'Glone 
was  composed  of  six  Protestants  and  six 
Catholics,  and  returned  a  verdict  that 
deceased  came  by  his  death  by  brain 
fever  brought  on  by  a  blow  or  fall,  but 
expressly  stated  that  they  could  place  no 
reliance  on  the  evidence  of  the  witness 
O'Neill;  whether  this  O'Neill  is  the 
same  witness  upon  whose  uncorrobo- 
rated evidence  Captain  Whelan,  E.M., 
returned  Beatty  for  trial,  and  whether, 
on  such  examination.  Captain  Whelan 
refused  to  hear  any  evidence  tendered 
on  behalf  of  Beatty,  and  also  refused  to 
admit  Beatty  to  bail;  whether  the 
learned  Judge  on  the  trial  reflected  on 
the  magistrate  who  sent  forward  such  a 
case,  and  said  he  ought  to  have  received 
evidence  tendered  before  him  on  behalf 
of  Beatty ;  and,  whether,  having  regard 
to  the  fact  that  Beatty  is  a  young  man 
of  most  respectable  character,  the  sole 
support  of  his  parents,  and  has  been  de- 
tained in  jail  without  any  evidence  to 
warrant  such  detention  for  upwards  of 
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SUNDAY  CLOerNG  (IRELAXD)— AR- 
RESTS FOR  DRUNKENJTESS,  &c. 

Mr.  WARTON  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
in  reference  to  the  renent  Return  [headed 
"  Arrests  for  Drunkennosa,  &c,  (Ire- 
Ian),"  and  numbered  259],  at  what  hour 
Sunday,  for  the  purposes  of  that  Return, 
is  supposed  to  begin  ;  and,  whether  such 
hour  is  not  that  of  eight  of  the  clock  in 
the  forenoon,  or  how  otherwise  ? 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  fok 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walkee)  (for  Mr. 
Tkkvelyan)  :  For  the  purposes  of  the 
Return,  Sunday  was  calculated  as  be- 
ginning immediately  after  12  o'clock  on 
Saturday  night  and  ending  at  12  o'clock 
on  Sunday  night. 

PREVENTION  OF  CKIME  (IRELAND) 
ACT.  1882— PATRICK  FARRY— COM- 
PENSATION  MONEY. 
Colonel  KING-HARMAN  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenan 
of  Ireland,  Why  it  is  that  Patrick 
Farry,  who  was  so  seriously  injured  when 
on  Protection  Duty  at  Castle  Island  in 
December  1880,  as  to  be  obliged  to  leave 
the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary,  and  who 
was  awarded,  on  tho  let  of  June  last, 
the  sum  of  £400  compensation  under 
the  Crimes  Act,  to  he  paid  to  him  in 
three  instalments,  the  first  instalment  to 
be  paid  to  him  forthwith,  has  not  been 
paid  one  farthing  of  the  money  due  to 
him? 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walker)  (for  Mr. 
Tkkvelyan)  :  The  money  cannot  be  paid 
until  it  is  collected.  The  collection  of 
the  fii-st  instalment  in  this  case  has  just 
been  completed,  with  the  exception  of 
a  few  shillings  considered  irrecover- 
able. The  amount  collected — namely, 
£131  18».  lOrf.,  will  be  paid  over  to 
Farry  in  a  few  days. 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN  osked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Why  it  is  that,  in  cases 
where  compensation  money  has  been 
awarded  by  order  of  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, under  the  Crimes  Act,  to  persons 
who  have  suffered  from  outrages  in  Ire- 
land during  recent  years,  the  money 
awarded  is  not  paid  over  at  once  to  those 
who  may  be  entitled  to  it ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  great  hardships  and  suffer- 
ings are  inflicted  upon  the  injured  per- 
sons, and  that  the  action  of  the  law  is 


brought  into  contempt  by  this  delay ; 
and,  whether  the  Government  will  con- 
sider, during  the  Recess,  the  propriety  of 
paying  the  sum  awarded  to  injured  per- 
sons without  deliiy,  and  in  one  lump  sum  ? 
The  solicitor  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walker)  (for  Mr. 
Trevelyas)  :  The  money  awarded  can- 
not be  paid  over  at  once,  as  is  suggested 
in  this  Question.  It  cannot  be  paid  over 
till  it  has  been  collected.  The  collectors 
are  members  of  the  Constabulary,  and 
are  proceeding  with  the  collection  as 
rapidly  as  they  can ;  and  in  any  cases 
where  the  persons  awarded  compensa- 
tion make  a  proper  case  for  being  paid 
whatever  portion  of  the  award  has  been 
collected,  the  Government  oscertain  the 
amount  from  the  collectors  and  pay  it 
over  without  waiting  for  the  completion 
of  the  collection.  Where  no  such  appli- 
cation is  received,  the  collection  proceeds 
uninterruptedly  until  he  has  received 
the  entire  sum  or  instalments,  if  the  col- 
lection be  by  instalments.  The  Govern- 
ment has  no  fund  at  its  disposal  out  of 
which  it  could  advance  the  compensation 
awarded,  which  is  the  only  mode  by 
which  what  is  suggested  in  the  final 
paragraph  of  this  Question  could  be  car- 
ried out. 

POOR  LAW  (IRELAND)— ELECTION  OF 
OUARDIANS— BALTINf}LAS,S  UNION, 
Mr.  M'COAN  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tory to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  uf  Ireland, 
Whether,  at  the  late  election  of  a  Poor 
Law  guardian  at  Rathdangan,  county 
Wicklow,  Mr.  Dagg,  the  clerk  and  re- 
turning officer  of  the  Baltinglass  Union, 
declared  the  result  of  the  voting  to  bo  72 
valid  votes  for  Cecil  and  71  for  Eeuna ; 
whether,  at  the  subsequent  inquiry  held 
by  Dr.  M'Cabe,  by  order  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  Cecil  was  still 
found  to  be  entitled  to  72  votes,  but 
Kenna  to  only  69,  the  reduction  in  his 
case  resulting  from  new  evidence  which 
had  not  been  before  the  returning  officer 
when  he  credited  him  with  71  ;  whether 
the  vote  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to 
raise  the  salary  of  Mr.  Dagg,  as  clerk  of 
the  Union,  from  £9.i  to  £110  a-year, 
was  supported  by  guardians  representing 
a  valuation  of  £17,000,  and  was  opposed 
by  only  four  guardians,  representing  a 
valuation  of  £400 ;  and,  whether,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  salary  of  the 
late  clerk,  Mr.  Cooke,  was  £140,  and 
that  the  Local  Government  Board  ob- 
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jeeted  at  the  time  to  the  reduction  of 
this  amount  after  his  death,  ten  years 
ago,  the  Board  will  now  sanction  the 
small  increase  of  the  reduced  salary 
which  has  been  recently  voted  by  so  pre- 
ponderant a  majority  of  the  guardians 
to  the  present  clork  ? 

TiiK  SOLIOITOR  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walker)  (for  Mr. 
Trevbly.kn)  :  The  facts  are  correctly 
stated  in  the  first  and  second  paragraphs 
of  the  Question.  The  proposal  to  raise 
the  clerk's  salary  from  £95  to  £110  per 
annum  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  17 
Guardians  to  four ;  but  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  have  no  Return  show- 
ing the  valuation  of  the  property  of  theso 
gentlemen.  The  question  of  sanctioning 
the  proposed  increase  is  at  present  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Board. 

SOUTH  AFRICA— NATAL  AND 
ZULULASD. 

Mb.  DILLWYN  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 
Whether  Her  Majesty's  Government 
Lave  now  received  any  definite  infoi-ma- 
tion  concerning  the  enrolment  in  May 
last,  in  the  Colony  of  Natal,  of  a  body 
of  Volunteers  for  military  service  in 
Zululand ;  whether  he  la  aware  that 
this  force  was  organised  by  means  of 
advertisements  in  the  newspapers  and  of 
printed  circulars;  and,  whether  he  cau 
inform  the  House  why  the  Natal  Go- 
vernment did  not  take  steps  to  prevent 
the  breach  of  the  Neutrality  Laws  of  the 
Colony  thus  threatened  ? 

Mb.  EVELYN  ASHLEY:  The  en- 
rolment referred  to  was  ostensibly,  at 
any  rate,  not  for  military  service  iu 
Zululand,  but  for  service  in  the  Reserve, 
"for  the  protection  of  the  property  of 
White  residents  and  others  from  Usutu 
marauders,"  to  use  the  words  of  the 
printed  Circular  referred  to.  Sir  Henry 
Bulwer  has  been  informed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  that  the  issue  of  such  an 
advertisement  was  improper,  and  that 
the  proceeding  was  clearly  an  inter- 
ference with  his  responsibility  for  the 
protection  of  the  Reserve  as  Special 
Commissioner  for  Zululand,  and  that  of 
Mr.  Osborn,  as  Resident  Commissioner  ; 
that  it  had  naturally  given  rise  to  mis- 
apprehension ;  and  that  he  should  take 
such  measures  as  might  prevent  its  re- 
currence. I  may  add  that  the  force 
collected  numbered  only  10,  and  was 
dispersed  in  a  fortnight. 

Mr.  M'Coan 
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ARMY— PAT  DErARTMENT 
MASTERS. 

Mk.  BIQGAR  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  Whether  it  is  true  t 
the  Array  Quartermasters,  who,  unti 
lately,  were  eligible  for  and  frequent! 
appointed  to  Regimental  Paymaster 
ships,  have  been  excluded  absolute!' 
and  permanently  from  the  Army  Pa' 
Department ;  if  so,  on  what  gi-ounda 
whether  it  is  the  fact  that  they  hel 
these  Paymasterships  to  the  advantage 
of  the  Public  Service  ;  and,  whether  it  ii 
intended  to  recoup  them  in  the  amoual 
which  they  have  lost  by  being  dcprivoi 
of  the  appointment  of  Paymaster,  wit' 
its  substantial  advantages  in  pay  aui 
retired  pay? 

Sia  ARTHUR  HAYTER :  In  repl 
to  the  tirst  part  of  the  hon.  Member's 
Question,  I  have  to  say  that  since  the 
formation  of  the  Army  Pay  Departmeni 
in    1878,  the  qualification  for  appoint 
ment  has  been  the  holding  of  the  ran" 
of  captain  in  the  Army.     As  I  stated  i 
reply  to  the  bon.  Member's  Question  o 
Friday  last,  the  revised  Pay   Warran 
rather  facilitates  than  otherwise  the  ad 
mission  of  quartermasters  into  the  Payj 
Department  by  reducing  the  qualifying 
oommissioned  service  as  combatant  otli- 
cers  from  ten  to  seven  years,  and  ad- 
mitting lieutenants  as  well  as  rnptains. 
My  answer  to  the  hon.  Member's  second 
tiuestion  is  that  some  of  the  quarter- 
masters who  were  appointed  to  be  pay-. 
masters  in  former  times  gave  very  goi 
service  ;  and,  in  answer  to  the  third, 
have  to  say  that  it  is  not  intended  ti 
recoup  the  quartermasters,  since  it  can 
not  be  recognized  that  they  have  sus' 
tained  any  loss  by  the  recent  change  i 
the  Regulations  for  appointments  to  th 
Pay  Department. 

THE  ANNUAL  ESTIMATES. 

Sia  ALEXANDER  GORDON  asks 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  If  ho 
will  give  to  this  House  greater  facilities 
for  controlling  the  normal  espenditui 
of  the  Country  by  causing  all  the  Annual! 
Estimates  to  be  prepared  upon  the  sys-l 
tem  adopted  in  the  Naval  intimates  for 
the  present  year,  in  which  the  items  ol 
a  current  year's  original  Estimate  are^ 
shown   in   comparison  with   the   corro- 
sponding  items  of  the  previous  year's 
original  Estimate,   by  the  latter  being'J 
placed  in  juxta- position  to  the  former  ;[ 


of 

nt^H 
itl^ 


ISM  r^wtndJtuliM  (Ai-ottT  4.  IKM) 

th«  i!-  ill*  of  a  •iiniUr  nature  volisl  m  | 
•iiv  >'i|>|>l-i:it>nlArT  I-Uliiisal-  f<ir  th» 
y<'«r  l.-.'.^  •:i<i«n  •«'|»«rii?«-Iy  •!••!■  iw  ih" 
<>r.:''>I  >'•'-.  <>''I  n  t •tiiiit<-<i  fur  in  n 
••  j.iii  i'<'  ••.••  !  t.il.  n*  in  til"  X«»y  Ulti- 
ma! •  «       I  h->  <  ••f;i»?i-.!   ii.i-n  ii*»  IT  <li-- 

<  r-  !••■  "!'  .\:.\  :'.■•»  .ili'l  ail%'  t<>ti<  Jii-iii^ 
»!.■■«  ;i  «•  !li"  il.lSn-firt'  lirt»i-«'ii  t'l" 
urih'^n  i!  i  ••.•ii»;—«.  aii.l  not  tlii*  ililT-- 
r<  ;:■  «  l.-rw.i-n  til"  ••r;itiiiit  M*tiiiiati>  of 
!''.••  •  .r:;,'  \>-iir  I'.-l  ti.e  t>>tal  of  lli** 
■  iri^vi.il  r.  I  ?};.  S'lvploiiii-ntarjr  K*?:- 
nil'-  «  ■■/  '.'■!••  \'Tm-%:  •  1%  »i-iir? 

M  ..    <  "l"  l;  IN  K  Y    '  IVrha].*  t.iX  h..ii 
at.'l   K  kiliii.;    i'ri- i.'i    «ili   iiii'-w    iii«    l<i 
aii*'.«'i       I '.r'^a  tfti«  will  lf»  itiv'ti  tii;i!. 
ill   !  i'  .!•     ;!ii-  •  ,-iii:ii>r   Sii|i|i|piii<-iiiiiry 
!'■■;•    .■■  •.    wiiiili    or"    i.m    iii' l'i-l<"l   in 
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fill-  .;  ir:«-  :.   ■■;'    «!.••    ii-w    l!>!itiiiit"< 

«i;!i  :li-  r.<!:i:ia!>-«  f-T  thi>  J>r«'ti"'l« 
Ti'.ir.  •'.  I'l.  :;i  ftitiiro.  (■••  i!i«!iiiit!v  iili*l 
•"'I'  ir  i;-  iv  i:.'irV<~l  :i»  •  S||i|ili.r:ii'!.».ir_v." 
1?  i«  .;;.!»•••' !••  ?••  ii:<-!:i'|t>  th<«  •|>riliif 
h":J  i '.  'i.ii.!.ir\  K"'";:\!'i  .il-i,  •«  On-y 
ar--  I  ••.  ^.••-l  a:  "i.-  "liii-  !'•.••  niiirial 
!,••  •!.  ,t.  «  .ir--  !:..i.!"  -.ji  .  Jii;!  i!  may  J  «• 
•  t  '.  ^■•..'Tn.'t\  ■'(  ;!.•:.!  ll.nt  th'V  or- 
(■a'.i!.<-  I  'y  «.tiii:j;<.  itri'l  invoiiK  ii-> 
r-  ■>'.  .i!  \:'..  'ij  !o  •.'•,••  \utfii\  I'!»j"  ii'li- 
I  ir< 


luj.  ■  II'  :    M  IN  iiir.  •  ■•t-'SMr.-'- 

•  .  .<  s  \iv 

M-  JI'l-'N  i-;.-I  -.1...  ^I|.i.^S«.-... 
lar^  •!  >•■.■.■  I  r  Ii.'  •'■!oin.  •  Will  th-r 
Ih'  f   ..  »•  I    ■  •;  r-  ■  •   «'-l   a*.  '!i<'  • '  •I'-ii.j! 

•  ••!;    ■       %     !'.•.•;  -t:    •.■>    '.:.••  I  "..!•. I.l.li  S.fr"- 

fury  '.r  •.  .  .»'  ."«;.>••<  limin'i.i,  Bik- 
ini; i  -r  I.  •  :.'«t!'  n  !.•  ••  I'l  r^var-l  X»  n 
%..".■     .;    1  .<■••  <  .f  ,,.|.,,,|,„^  .ji,  _\in.;„  m, 

|>»i"  •  «j-  iti  '},<•  ',•  w :.  <'f  >(  ■i»iri;>', 
»'i- !.  ,:r.it  •  l.n.i.^  !•••  ■:»  •  «rr;-'<l  a,;n  it«l 
th..  <  ".  .  •  .»  M.ii  ri'y  "f  l-n-  .iu--tii<  ml 
I.."- .'■  :•  J  l'.  •  I^-,'  «»'•»•''•'•'' il.  a«i<l 
}—.:,!.•  »  .I"-.'.  •■?  Vi--  \<  I  all  '  ■>  •!.•■ 
r:.  :  »  \  '.  \'.,'i  ■»«  '  -ur  'i  iii  «.';•« 
(  ..;  .-. \       iv  i     «!■■•    -r   .i;.i     n'i'i  « ii  it, 

•>'.    !:    .'    I*    t  •"  !i      >r    w    ii    Ih-    laki'll   .!t  t)l<' 

C.av.T  t.t  •■  .   "     .   t. .  »;  ."•««r"V»ri  ' 

Mil  J.Vn.VN  A>IU.KY  "^I'h  a 
I'.r-.  ■.  i.a«  ■  •!  |<>>.«<'-I  I  Blr<'a-ly 
a:.««'i'  !    \  \i  I"'.:  •.   »•  !  t  tii.«  <-n  th»> 

:;i;l  .'!.;>  .•  i  !.i,..  ;.-•;»• .  « M.  \Vo 
Ita !  .k.:-  ti^  a'.  !.'.«:  •!*:<>  w-i.t  a  >i<-«]'«iih 
tx'.K-  •i>«-'r:. 'f  avk.iiiC-in  •lia' irr-<tiii<U 
Iti-  •  S:  .ai  ■•  •T>-m:;.«-ut  <  •n<i<irr«>l  it- 
•elf  !'-'i:.  1  '.  •  '.u  i-r*.ak»  tii«  rv|i«ir  <•! 
thia  |-ar>-':.ai;»*  N<i  rvplr  haa  aa  jr«< 
bwo  rrt-f.t*-! 

V<<I.     <'>'.\'   I  IUIU>   UUULt 


i.'ivrr  on  irvri'-vB  IV  THE 
j    xi'i'VN       im:  i:"YM.  MM:ivr> 
I    I.  II.  i:\\i»>i.ni  «-ni'i{<-iiii.i. 

f  T    S,r     H       Ilr.-WW'Mi     \V..|I1        8«k"«l 

rli"   >..r.!'iry  I.,  th-   A-lriiiraltv.    \Vln». 

t'i>  r  tlii- ' '!h' •■r«  niiil  tii>-i»  nf  tlio  Knval 

|MnJ:'.'«    ri'-r.tly  ••..}•! -W'-l   in  th«>  S.i«i- 

•  l<is  •  :lt  r-  •  •■:vi'  !hi  ir  i;rnt-iit!i>«  n  ciril- 
inc  :-•  t'l"  I'lijt"  >•  n'l-  lai'l  liown  in  tlio 
A'iMi.ralty    Iii>*rii' !:'>n«   in  «hirh   thoif 

Mh  «'AMI'IU:I.I.  IIANXKIIMAX: 
Thi»  i«  not  n  1  i«rt  "f  prif'»  m<«ni'T.  and 
wti  nro.  thi'ff  -ri*.  n^t  U.-inil  t'»  any  prito 
■I  ali> ;  )>'it  th«  Army  IVir"  ScbIk  will,  aa 
in  till'  r:i»-  i.f  1  .«'«.•.  l>i>  fiillotTfl  in  dia- 
trili'itiii;;  th»  i;rnl>iiti»«  ti>  th»  MnritiMi 
who  •.>r»i'  I  w  .th  tli«'  Aniiy  in  th>»  Sui-Ian. 

•  ■ii:KAi.i\i:    rut:  >>aniiauy 

I  "MMIS'«I'«V 

Ml;  A\I>i:i:<'>N  ft.k..l  tlio  1'n.lor 
S.>«ri-rnry  of  St.if.-  I'..r  tln"  < '•ilniii<>».   If 

t'l.i  i;  .i.-rii  .r  of  iii'-rilt-ir  li.i*  * n  yi-t 

.i'-"'-  ;■•  ;;.'l-ii--  iMilviiiH  ..f  ]<«:ti'>n  ninl 
«!  i!>  i:t  u  »  ~ 

of  •  ■  .Mi'ii:- 

•  f-.TiTiri.' T."  iif"  pr<'|'iri-l  !••  ti'Miml 
«<!i.'-  of  th»  I  iian,;>-«  wlf.>h  Iiiiv>-  |tiiiTi>(I 

•  •!■■•  •  :.•.!, ,i>.l,.  •  .  til..  i:\ j1;  i:i  |>i|.iiUtii>n ? 

Mi.  J:VI:I.YN  A-^III.KY:  Y...  Sir; 
\\n>  ifVi-n.-r  o|  iiiKr  illnr  lia*  1»'i-ii  in- 
*trn.  :«.i  t>  r.win-I  th-  .  In.f  j-r 'vi^ii^na 
of  :!■••  ;  HI  r-v'-I  i"'",:  ■•i"  >  »'i!t  >rv  '  'om 
nii»'ioi.  t  .  «  Ir.  II  o-.;i«.  I:  -n  »  »«  !.ik'-n  l>y 
tl.>'  •  ■o;ii::i:»«:oTnT»  w!,>  r«'|'r«'WIi!»"l  til" 
r.i!<;i\-r«  It  m  <  \j»«-t«il  thit  th»>a« 
jr"ii'l":ii'ii  W..1  now  r"«'i'««»  tSit'ir  fiinr- 
!i'n»  ,  !.  i'  !!.•■:■•  I  :i«  I:  •!  y^'l  •••■.•n  tiina 
!<>  rwi'-i*!'  ::.f  i:ii:i;io:i  {.»  tliat  rl!»Tt. 


till  •*!••  v.ti  •»«■  '.'•«  in  tfii»  I'tRen 
I'-r.  n!il.  if  lli>r  Miijfxty'a 


1  I.\W   ANI>  .'I  -.11    r.     I1.KI.A\1>     - 

I  I' VMM.  llAlI'iNY 

i  Mf.  I'FIV^Y  a-k-  I  Mr  S.l;.  i* -r  <i.- 
p.Til  ?  r  Irr'nV'l.  Il  i!  i«  n  fii !  tliat  ''i" 
iir.>l.'l  .l.trt  .  !  ;.."  ll:ili!r\.  loii.ty  i'.rk. 
Winrt-r  .*••  ••.•■i;*.  f..iiti.l  a  trii«  t.iil 
B^a:u*t  a  ::.•:.  i.aii>-l   I>ani<*l  Mationr, 

'  wli'i  wa«  •  h.\r„'-'l  «:th  hoit«r^r>-akir^ 
aii'l  r>  '  '  '  t}  ,  «!i>t)i-r  i*.  i<  a  fa>-t  tlm'. 
thr-  i.-h  k.!:.»  iiii'-^i-l  ii.f  r^iiaitlt  m 
fr*!i.'.!.«  'If  !i.'j.<  t'li'-i.t  lln»  a.«  i»«"I  waa 
bot  I  r  •  i|{?.t  !••  tiial  t.'it  1.1- ra'.i-l  un- 
ixti-ii'.i'--.  tll\  ,  Ati'l,  «K<-tt.i>r  :t  wa*  in 
ritn*"!!!!-!!-*"  of  ill.-  •a.-i  lui.-.i  Mahonv 
ba*>i.^  l.<-«  ii  a  I  ruw  :.  •  ;V  •  ••  at  tijr  •  'ork 
hu'itiuxf  .\a>.fv«  ••!  1 9*  i  ::iJt  ii«  waa  aAt 
ai  liLvrty  ■ 

'  -.   1. 
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lioyal  Trith 


(COMMONS] 


Constalulary. 


Thb  solicitor  general  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walker)  :  Daniel  Ma- 
hony  -was  committed  for  trial  on  a  charge 
of  laroency  of  £10 — not  housebreaking', 
aB  stated  in  the  Question.  The  infor- 
mations did  not  state  whether  the  woman 
from  whom  the  money  was  stolen  was  a 
married  woman.  If  so,  the  name  of  her 
husband  should  be  given.  When  the 
indictment  was  prepared  a  blank  for 
the  name  was  left,  and,  unfortunately, 
it  was  afterwards  overlooked  by  the 
offioiala,  and  was  not  discovered  in  time. 
The  prosecution  fell  through  on  account 
of  this  informality ;  hut  the  charge  re- 
mains intact,  and  a  fresh  bill  will  be 
sent  up  to  the  next  Quarter  Sessions. 
There  never  was  any  intention  of  aban- 
doning the  prosecution ;  and  the  sugges- 
tion that  Mahouy  was  set  at  liberty 
because  ho  was  a  Crown  witness  at  the 
Cork  Summer  Assizes  is  wholly  without 
foundation. 

SOUTH  AFRICA  (ZULULAND)— THE 
RESERVE  TERRITORY. 

Mb.  guy  DAWNAY  asked  the  Un- 
der Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 
Whether  there  is  any  truth  in  the  state- 
ment in  The  Timet  of  July  21st,  to  the 
effect  that — 

"  The  present  condition  of  the  Zulu  Reserve 
.U  desoribed  OS  beinf;  deplorable.  About  1,000 
[  rebels  hare  collected  there,  centred  in  Inkandhla, 
under  DabulamBnzi.  These  roam  about  as  they 
please,  simply  evading  tho  troops  when  in  move- 
ment  against  them,  by  passing  round  them. 
Tho  Usutua  seem  to  consider  the  Imperial 
forces  to  be  sent  there  more  for  their  protection 
than  for  that  of  the  loyalists  whose  numbers  are 
fast  diminishing," 

or  in  that  of  The  Timet  of  July  31  st, 
which  states  that  Usutu  refugees  in 
Natol  have  lately  attempted  to  raid  into 
the  Reserve  ;  and,  in  that  case,  whether 
he  can  corroborate  the  statement  of  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  that — 

"  The  chiefs  with  whom  we  entered  into  en- 
gagements can  come  into  the  Reserved  Terri- 
tory, and  find  security  there  f  " 

Mr.  EVELYN  ASHXEY:  I  must 
certainly  decline  to  endorse  the  expres- 
sion "  deplorable  "  introduced  into  the 
hon.  Member's  Question  as  applicable  to 
the  condition  of  the  Zulu  Reserve.  Pa- 
pers about  to  be  presented  will,  I  think, 
satisfy  the  hon.  Member  as  to  this.  The 
"1,000  rebels"  mentioned  must  be  a 
richauffi  of  the  attack  made  by  the 
Usutua  on  Mr.  Osbom  some  time  ago. 


before  any  steps  had  been  taken  to  re- 
store order.  We  have  no  information 
of  any  Usutu  attack  threatening  on  the 
Natal  side.  There  is  no  reason  to  doubt 
that  any  refugee  Chiefs  will  find  effectual 
protection  in  the  Reserve  under  the 
Residents  and  the  troops. 

Mr.  GUY  DAWNAY  askod  whether 
there  was  any  room  in  the  Reserve  Terri- 
tory to  allocate  land  to  any  considerable 
number  of  refugees  ? 

Mb.  EVELYN  ASHLEY:  That  is 
impossible  to  answer,  because  what  the 
hon.  Member  may  mean  by  "consider- 
able "  I  do  not  know.  If  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber will  give  me  any  number  I  wiU , 
make  inquiries. 

ROYAL   IRISH    CONSTABULARY— CON. 
STABLE  BERNARD  KING. 

Mb.  JUSTIN  M'CARTHY  askod  the' 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
death  of  Police  Constable  Bernard  King, 
who  was  stationed  in  Larkfield,  county 
Longford,  and  was  doing  duty  in  Ora- 
nard  in  that  county,  on  Monday  14th 
July,  on  which  day,  after  returning  to 
his  station,  he  suddenly  fell  iU ;  whe- 
ther it  is  true  that  ho  was  not  visited  by 
a  doctor  until  Suuday  July  20th,  and 
was  not  removed  into  hospital  (where  he 
died)  until  Tuesday  July  22nd ;  and, 
whether  he  will  cause  some  inquiry  to 
be  made  in  order  to  sec  if  negligence  on 
the  part  of  any  one  contributed  to  the 
police  constable's  death  ? 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  foh 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walker)  (for  Mr. 
Treveltan)  :  I  am  informed  that  the 
constable  complained  of  feeling  unwell 
on  the  15th  July,  but  appeared  on 
parade  as  usual  on  that  day  and  the 
next.  On  the  16th  he  reported  himself 
sick,  and  he  was  visited  by  the  doctor  on 
the  17th,  19th,  and  20th.  He  was  cer- 
tified to  be  suffering  from  a  bilious 
attack  and  headache.  On  the  20th  the 
doctor  recommended  his  removal  to 
hospital,  and  he  was  taken  there  by  two 
of  his  comrades  on  the  22nd.  He  died 
in  hospital  on  the  25th,  of  meningitis. 
The  district  officer  reports  that  no  man 
could  be  more  carefully  looked  after  than 
the  deceased  constable  was  while  in 
ban-ack  by  his  comrades  and  the  ser- 
geant's wife,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that 
he   was   properly   treated    in    hospital. 


l.'i7S  IVmlf  |AraraT4.  1I>S4| 

Th«n>  A'ttm  not  appvu-  Ia  b*  say  Kn>un<l 
for  atthliutin^  nrcliKi'nr*  to  aajronv. 


•/  Strlim. 


\iU 


I  aajronii. 

li:i:i.\M>  >i  \ri:.\iitKl)KMl<.l:ATl<>N. 
M II  I  >A  WSi  iN  a.k»l  tti<i  Hiiof  Smt*'- 
tar.T  til  thi>  U>r<l  I.i»iitt*ii«ut  nf  IrfUii<l, 
Will  !ii<-r  hu  i«  awani  that  n  vutiian 
naiiiol  J«n«  K>iiiir,  «ho  had  Xxmn  fn>- 
quflillir  fiiiiTirtrilnf  mblM-riiHi,  v««.  villi 
ltt>r  illt>|(itiiii«t»»in.  Mittfayraniof  nt;*', 
atM.ii;  !••  iH<  nfitt  friiii  ljui«>rick  Fviuitlf 
l'ti*<in  !••  *'n!in<l*  ;  that  %h»  «••  •  nativ<> 
tif  <';irI''W.  aii<l  r<-|{i«!fr>  ■!  in  tli«  «<>rk> 
h<>'i<M>  th<T<<  It*  a  ('iith)ilir  :  that  cli*' )••■- 
raiui*  a  l*n>t<->t.int  in  Limoriik  ;  that  lli<< 
(iiitcru'ir  iif  till*  Limrrirk  l'ri*«n  wnil<- 
l<>!tfr«  au<l  M'ut  tvli-KraiuA,  «ith  |ir<>'|>ai<l 
ri'i'ly.  a«kiu^  4'atlow  Kiurdians  t>i  gir*> 
iuiiu»y  til  l>ur  ilutli<-a  i<ir  th»  Mm  :  that, 
on  p-tuMil.  tit<>  wiiinan  rvturn<><l  to  Car- 
liiir  Wiirkl.iiuwi  nml  Ih<<-;iiu«<  a  <'athi>lii' 
■i;ain  .  whi  Mx-r  i!  «n<  <>ii(  «if  th<>  |iuI>1il' 
fuU'l*  !li.tt  (ho  <>l|M>tiM-«iif  thi*  t«l<>|(raiua 
«fr<-  {••III,  au<l  if  |iuMio  fun<la  motv 
t'l  li:ttc  IxM-ti  n|>|ilii-l  to  |iay  th<<  pa*«a|{i> 

ll.-ifK'l    of  tll<'W>  |M-i|>|l>  ,   \,\  wIloM-  •utlio- 

rity  th»  ii'itri'riicr  •■{  I^iuoriik  I'rirun 
f-t.:  '.l.:»  a|>|>liia:i<>n,  anil  i>fTi*r<-«l  !• 
{•ay  'A.I-  )■'•«'•  fnr«  t->  I.iui<<r>i  k  ;  an<l. 
•  h-;!i<-r  >-ii;i- ni  1<<I  <-iitii;iant«  iMMit  to 
Taua'U  aro  lar|;<  ly  tiravu  (mm  Miih 
c  la^iN'ii  y 

Tut  "'l.h'WiU  WKXIJIAL  i-a 
IIlKl.AMi  Mr  Waikkk.  frMr.Tki:- 
VLiiiN  Jaiio  K"ii»y,  «li<a  rMt'iTml 
into  I.;:i.>  r.<  k  rnwii.  «a*  rv,;i«t«rtHl  a*  a 
I'n>t>-*r  tilt  au>l  a  iiinrrii-l  wntiian  Th<> 
I'ri*fi.«'  It  -irii  havo  at  th<-:r  ili*|iu*«l  a 
I  har.'.  >'•:•'  i-i:A  >  uIIkI  "  lUrliara  Tut- 
kilt*  I  .<l)'l.  '  li<'<j>i<ath<-i}  t  M-nn)>lM  tli<'lii 
t<i  «••;•!  ■  .!«<  «  i.<  •  <liii|;  ni>l.  Jan»  K>  uny '• 
<aw  «  t«  <•!.•. -I' i<'<l  a  ■uitalili-  •««•  Xti 
ajui*t  l-y  I:. 'All*  ••{  till*  fuinl.  It  «a< 
Im<<i- «<  1  :!.a:  if  •K<-  «a»  M-|,arntvi|  fr>ia 
]trt  <•■  i  aM->  ijti  •  fill'  «<•:.. nn  Wmilil  il<i 
w<  il  It  »  »»  !l.«  r»'!  -rv  j.i"|..««l  to  M-bd 
L<'r  '.  '  <  ai.4:.i  «;!h  !.•  r  -•i,  ll.<>  far«  Ut 
Ixt  I  ai !  ■'.'  >i  :U"  •  !tari:«><i-  f'.iil  r<>- 
f.-rr-  l:-  I..-  'i-'Vi'm -r  <■!  th"  rn«<ii. 
lit  t.'.'  autw  t.ly  <•(  :ho  Vu<'  t'hairniaa  uf 
th"  1  i.V':.«'  Ik  iri,  «n>>  !••  «'arl'>«  tn 
a«>-r1a.:t  il  '.'1.9*1  .ar'liab*  «->ul<l  |-rt>vi-l<« 
cl-i:;.i  *  I'lr  ::.-■  i«>y  Oni'  lftt<-r  «a«  irnt 
at  ;h»|-'iMA  i'i|«-iiw'  It  I*  i.iit  lb<'  fart 
that  '.  .•  ^rau.<-  yt'  |i«id  or  otbvr*!**-— 
wi'fv  •• !.:  -i:  thv  I  •.l>iir  ciMt.  ur  that  any 
|iul'l.  rt]  •  ;.»■  «><jM  hatrlxvn  ineurrvd 
if  ti.4>  |<r"i>-a.tl  i<  r  <  tiii|(rmti<in  hail  Iiv«b 
cam*-l  thrMu,;li  \Vh«a  th«  t'arluw 
tiuar^l.al.•   r-  Ium-<I  ••>   |ir>*tJ«  •.I<. thing 


fur  th«  lioy,  Jaa«  Kaaay  rotarned  to 
Carlow.  I  ant  n<>t  avari*  vhMhor  nhe 
th»n  t>rtif<^»MHl  hi*r*i  If  a  Itunian  Catholir. 
A<  I  na\<>  alri>nily  iutimattti,  it  «aa  not 
|ini]»  •.•.!  f>  ii<-n<i  thi*  woman  out  a«  a 
Statf-aiit'Hl  cniitrrant,  and  it  i>  not  tha 
fart  that  St«t<--n:il-d  <>init;rant«  ara 
drawn  (r>m  •urh  (IaM<>ii. 

TIlK.ATV'iK  lir.l;!.IX  AUTPI.K  ««  -TUB 
JIWS  IX  l:ii|-XI\M.\ 
IttHox  IIKNKY  I>K  WoKMSankMl 
th*  I'mlfr  Siirt'tarv of  Stato for  Foniipi 
Airair*.  Whi-tlx-r  {ii>  i*  awam  that  the 
nuaiWr  of  Ji-wa  in  I^iuniania  r<>ndt>r*d 
drMitiiti'  l>y  th«>  now  iniiit  afcainut  hawk- 
in|{  i«  'i».tHi<»,  ami  not  '.'.<MHt,  a*  iit«tt>d  ia 
th»  IVnitati  h  of  Ilor  Mnj<'*ty'ii  It«pmM>a-' 
tative,  ilatttl  Itiithan-ot,  Juno '.".•;  wha- 
thvr  hi>  in  awart'  that  thi<  Jow*  and  thvir 
ianiilii><  lhu4  n-tlitriil  to  diHitilution  by 
thi>  aition  of  th«  Kouiiiatiian  liorom- 
in<>nt  Ar>'  iiiiiilih'  to  h-nrt*  Itouinania  for 
th>'  |>uriM>iM>  of  rarnini;  their  lifing  oI««- 
whcr>>,  from  thi>  fart  that  thi>  Kouiiianian 
(}oV)-nim<  ut  will  not.  i-vi-n  in  the  cane  of 
thi>*«*  who  have  )u>cn  ilomicilml  in  tha 
Country  for  u*>-ni-ration<.  Kcant  thorn  tha 
nii-i  "iiry  |>ii<«|M>it«.  on  th<<  i;rouiid  that 
th<<r  arc  u»t  Kiiumanian  iiiihji'<l«  ;  whe- 
ther lhi«  artion  I*  not  ndi<liiirt  violation 
of  Artii  lf>  1 1  of  tho  Tri*aty  of  Itt-rlin ;  wha- 
thcr  h"  i«  aw  an*  that  Artie  |i>  7  tif  iha 
Ivoiiniaiiian  <'.>n>t:'.uiion.  mad<<  dmImio- 
i|U<'nt  t",  all  I  on  thf>  bn«i<  of,  tlio  undt'r- 
•tanilii.i;  l-y  whith  Koumania  waa 
itrantrd  hpr  nidi-|>fnd«'iir<>  by  th<>  iiraat 
I'owi'r*.  i<  uxhI  at  a  mean*  of  i>vading 
thi'  <>i|>r<-«»  •ti|>ulntion<  of  Artifb>  14  of 
th>'  Tri'.tty  of  H-rlin ;  and.  wh«>th<>r  II«>r 
Maji-»ty'ii  <i  >v>Tiiini'iit,  a*  oii«>  of  tha 
."•ijfnnt.-ry  l'o»ir»  at  th»«  Tp-aty  of  littr- 
Iiu.  will  alone,  or  inioujiiiii  tion  with  tha 
other  I'ltwera,  iiiaki'  re|>n>«<>utati<ina  to 
th»    Koumai.ian     1  lovt-rhuient    on    tha 

iVki".  KI»MnXI»  FITZMArUn  K: 
III  ad<*|>at<'ti  itatitl  July  Jt.  a  ■■>py  of 
whii  h  ha*  been  nuiiplimi  t<i  th*  lion. 
Meiui..-r.  II'T  Majevty'a  Minirtvr  at 
Ilu-bar«'<t  intia..kte«l  that  th^-  numlter  of 
J«w»  in  K"  i:..ania  atfit-lml  by  th»  nvw 
lUii  t  atcaiLvt  l..twkin^"ia  mm  b  liiurw 
ii>UMdi>tnbl»  than  thv  :!.INI0  iiieutiuued 
in  b;*  iireviou*  d>-*|iatrh."  It  aaama 
doubtf  il  w  lo  thvr  tbi>  nlirt  ia  at  Tariasea 
With  .\>ti- !"  14  of  the  Ticaly  of  llerlia. 
Iii<('.iiry  will.  it'>«rTer.  hv  made  aa  to  tba 
•:a:-iiii'iit  tba:  Jew*  an-  pr-rentt-d  fry>m 
Ivavtntf  Koumania,  and  until  an  an*w«c 
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is  received  I  oan  make  no  further  state- 
ment. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (IRELAND)  —  ME. 
GEORGE  BOLTON,  A  BANKRUPT. 

Me.  HEALY  asked  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
Whether,  as  the  Report  for  George 
Bolton's  salary  was  obtained  by  acci- 
dent, he  can  now  announce  the  decision 
of  the  Government  ? 

Thb  solicitor  general  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walker)  (for  Mr.  Tee- 
velyan)  :  The  Irish  Government  had 
been  advised  that  the  Treasury  Circular 
providing  for  the  suspension  of  a  civil 
servant  when  he  becomes  a  bankrupt  or 
enters  into  a  composition  with  his  cre- 
ditors in  the  Bankruptcy  Court  does  not 
in  its  literal  terms  apply  to  Mr.  Bolton 
in  his  character  of  Crown  Solicitor ;  but 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  nevertheless,  has 
come  to  the  decision,  considering  the 
admitted  Bnanoial  position  of  Mr.  Bolton 
and  the  interest  of  the  Public  Service, 
that  he  ought  to  be  dealt  with  by  ana- 
logy to  the  Circular,  and  accordingly  it 
has  been  decided  that  Mr.  Bolton  shall 
be  suspended.  The  same  decision  will 
apply  to  his  position  of  Solicitor  to  the 
Yaluation  Office. 

THE  NEW  PUBLIC  OFFICES— THE 
ADMIRALTY  AND  WAR  OFFICE. 

Mr.  BARHAN  asked,  What  course 
the  Government  propose  to  take  in  con- 
sequence of  the  decision  of  judges  on 
the  recent  competition  for  the  design  for 
the  New  Admiralty  and  War  Office  ; 
and,  whether  the  building  will  be  com- 
menced at  once  ? 

Ms.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  :  I  have  in- 
formed Messrs.  Leeming  and  Leeming, 
the  authors  of  the  successful  design  in 
the  recent  competition,  that,  subject  to 
the  approval  of  Parliament,  they  will  be 
employed  as  architects  for  the  building 
of  the  New  Admiralty  and  War  Office, 
and  that  the  Government  will  submit  a 
Vote  to  this  House  for  the  commence- 
ment of  the  building.  As  there  is  not 
time  for  Members  to  form  a  judgment 
on  the  design  in  what  remains  of  the 
present  Session,  I  shall  defer  submitting 
a  Vote  till  next  year.  In  the  meantime 
the  architects  will  be  in  communication 
with  my  Department  with  a  view  to 
making  such  modifications  and  improve- 
ments in  the  plan  as  may  he  suggested 
to  them,  BO  that  it  may  be  laid  before 

Lord  £dnuind  FUtmauriot 


the  House  next  year  in  as  perfect 
shape  as  possible. 

THE  WELLINGTON  STATUE. 

Sir  ROBERT  PEEL  asked  the  First' 
Commissioner  of  Works,  with  reference 
to  the  statement  made  by  him  some  time 
ago  to  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  fori 
North  Leicestershire,  Whether  he  can 
now  fully  state  what  arrangements  have 
been  made  respecting  the  future  site  of 
the  equestrian  statue  of  the  illustrioua 
Duke? 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVRE :  The  remoTal, 
of  the  statue  of  the  Duke  of  Wellingtoai 
to  Aldershot  will  commence  on  Thursday 
ne.xt.     An  Ordnance  store  will  be  madtt] 
ready   to   receive  it  there  pending  thaJ 
final  decision  as  to  the  site  for  it«  erec-I 
tion,  on  which  the  military  authorities 
have  to  be  consulted.    The  site  will  pro- 
bably bo  the  centre  of  the  parade  ground.J 
in  the  North  Camp.    A  suitable  pedestal! 
will  then  be  erected  for  it  out  of  the 
money   contributed  to    tho    Prince    of 
Wales's  Fund.    The  statue  will  be  put 
together  and  erected  again  by  the  arti- 
ficers of  the  Royal  Engineers. 

ARMY  (INDIA)-QUARTERMASTERS. 

Mr.  T.  THORNHILL  asked  the  Under! 
Secretary  of  State  fpr  India,  If  he  can 
state  why  Quartermasters  of  tho  British 
Army,  serving  in  India  and  holding  the 
rank  of  Captain,  have  only  received  the 
allowances  of  that  rank  from  October 
1st  1882,  instead  of,  as  in  the  case  of 
other  grades  of  non-combatant  Officers, 
from  July  1st  1881  ? 

Mr.  J.  K.  CROSS  :  I  am  not  aware 
what  other  g^-ades    of   non-combatant 
officers  are  meant ;  but  I  may  state  that 
the  Royal  Warrant  of  1881  did  not  ac- 
cord the  Indian  allowances  of  cnptainsl 
to  quartermasters  in  India.  These  allow- 
ances were  sanctioned  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  India  in  Council  in  Sep-J 
tomber,   1882;  and,  in  accordance  withf 
custom,    retrospective    effect    was    not 
given   to  the  Oi'ders  which  sanctioned^ 
them. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  India,  Whether  the  \ 
Correspondence  between  Her  Majesty's 
Government    and    the    Government   ofl 
India  respecting  the   arrears   of    non- ' 
effective    Army  charges    is    now   com- 
plete,   and   when  it  will  be  laid    upon 
the  "rable,  in  accordance  with  his  pro- 
mise on  the  26th  of  May  ? 
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Mb  J.  K.  rB<^.^ :  Wbra  I  uunronnl 
iho  h<>n  Moni)M>r  on  Majr  2(1.  I  wm  in 
|i<i{M  •  that  an  niftix  ni<<nl  would  «|>o4<4lil,v 
|ioarriv<Hln!r<>i;«nliu({th»niPth<Ml<if  pav- 
\ng  f'lr  iko  nun-i'lTi'tlivi'  Army  CharwHi 
in  futiir<>  In  thi*.  ti<iw«v«>r,  aiiini-  <!<>lay 
ha*  •KT<irr<'<l,  and  1  will  tliomforo  luako 
no  n)ij<<'tiiin  to  th«>  |ir<Mlurtiiin  »f  tho 
<'<irri^|>in<l<-nrt>  to  Uanh  •II  laM.  n-- 
latmt;  !••  tli<>  |iaym<*nt  <>f  the  arn*ar«,  if 
tho  hoo.  MruitH-r  «ill  muvp  fur  it. 

OIXIKM.  ASIA  -  hKI.IMITA IK'S  .ij- 
1\\Y.  AK«;HAX  njoNTIKIl 

Ma  *  INSLOW  a<k»a  tkn  Fint  Ii»nl 
of  tho  Trra«ury.  I'ndor  who^i  |init«>c- 
ti(>n  tho  r<iin!i.i*iiiou  nn^ntly  sptHtintMl 
t'>  fix  tho  Aftcl'*!*  Iii>un(lari<'«  will  b«; 
will  tho  Aiuir  bo  rcprt^aoutiHl ;  if  m>,  bjr 
how  many  officer*;  what  will  b«  the 
duti<-«  of  th«  (*<imniiMion,  and  what 
or<Ior»  h4vo  \tfvti  (fivon  to  thotn  ;  in  cnM* 
of  ditl'-ronrc  uf  opiniun  lM-iwo<-n  our 
offiior«  and  tho  I(u««ian  oirioor*,  ortho^o 
of  tho  Amir,  to  what  (iuvommont  will 
uur  oih'  or*  n>tor ;  i*  tho  vMiirt  tu  b« 
t>rj«iilo<l  to  ci>n«i»t  ontindy  of  Native 
Troop*,  iind.  what  nrnin|{fmonl«  harv 
tK>on  nindo  for  •'■nttAut  comiuunication 
)>••!«•— II  otir  otliior*  and  oith«>r  th<> 
Ilonio  <fororntiiont  or  tho  ( ioTvroniont 
of  Indiii  > 

Ma.  (>I.AI>STmNK:  <>n  ini{uiry  I 
find  that  •-••luinuniration*  aro  atill  going 
oa  with  th"  l{u*aiaii  (iori-mmont  with 
t«fc«ril  to  tho«o  Tariou*  i>oint*.  and  I  am 
Bot  a*  yot  in  a  ic>«ition  tat  |pv«  an  an- 
swer 

Ma  uNSUtW:  Will  th«  right  hon. 
GobtUnian  aay  if  it  it  truo  that  our 
MtMion  It  to  ttart  in  <  HrtoWr,  or,  a*  ro- 
|xin«il  in  J\*  Ttm»:  that  it  i«  to  bo  put 
off  t-i  tho  ■prtDg  of  Boxt  yvar  ?  Forhapa 
this  Miwion  )•  oBoof  thv  m<i«t  iinfMirtant 
that  has  ovor  bo^a  aont  out  from  India ; 
sad  I  ho|>o  lM<f«r«  tho  llouao  adiouraa 
wi>  ahall  have  auai*  further  inforua- 
tioB 

Ma  tiMI^STuNE:  I  act.-*.  Sir.  aa 
to  lh<-  iit.|--rtann-  of  thi*  l*ommiM>ion. 
All  I  ran  My  i«  that  I  have  not  ho«rd 
anythiog  of  tho  tugicMted  poatpooo- 
Brnt 

Mb  <>Ns|a)W  1  ahall  put  a  fur- 
th«r  Uuo*ti->n  on  the  •abiert  noit  Moo* 
<Uv 

^B  liorUKK.  Ibogtoriro  Notice 
that  on  tho  Appripriation  Bill  I  ahall 
call  attention  to  the  whole  of  thia  aab- 
j«t 


•f  Wntmi»»Ur. 
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Mb.  (>N'9I/>W  :  That  being  the  ( 
I  will  put  mr  0>i<>*tion  down  for  Than> 
day. 

IWUI.IVMKNl  l*At.A(-Ki>F  WKSTMIN- 
MKU  -WK-SIMlXsrKIl  IIALI, 

Sik  OKoKOKCAMritKI.I.  aidiod  tha 
Fir«!  I.  iril  of  th"  Tro;»«urr.  Whother  ha 
will  'I—  hi*  iiitt'i>'n<  o  with  tho  Fimt  Com* 
iiiio'i -If  r  of  Wiirk*  to  indtiro  him  to 
r«**»rTo  fi.r  (iranil  Committee  Itnoma, 
and  other  oxtennion*.  the  gronnd  to 
the  wi>«t  of  \V«>*tminiit«r  Ilall  lataly 
oniipiod  by  tho  Ijiw  Courta,  ao  that 
tho  Ilall  may  be  again,  aa  it  waa  origi- 
nally. lh»  r>'ntr<-  of  th*'  I'alaco  of  Parlia- 
ment y 

Mb.  rAVEXI>18»  ItEXTINOK 
aakoil  whether,  having  ronrl  to  tha 
gri'.it  objection  that  oxintoa  to  the  pra- 
M*nt  M'hi-mo,  an<l  thi-  imptKnibility  of  ita 
beinir  i>ro|M>rly  diwiiMod  (luring  the  pre- 
ai'Ut  N-Mion.  it  wa*  not  do*irable  to 
iM>Kti>oii»  tho  wh<do  <{uo*ti<iu  till  natt 

O«>ll<t|o||  'f 

Mm  (tLAI)ST«»NK:  I  am  afraid  I 
mu»t  aak  tho  right  hon.  (tontlemaa  to 

rut  that  U»<'*tion  down  on  the  Paper. 
•Iiould  not  like  to  gire  an  anawer  to  it 
Itefore  tirKt  rommunii-nting  with  tha 
ChanroUor  of  the  Kxrho<|Ui>r  and  tha 
Firet  Commiwionor  of  Worka.  I  ba> 
lievo  that  a  c-ertain  amount  of  acrommo* 
dation,  avnilablo  for  on<>  iSrnnd  (\im- 
mitte«',  I*  inrludod  in  the  plnn  a*  it  now 
•tnnd*.  t>>  «iiii-h  the  (ioTomment  intend 
to  auk  ihi>  naiirtion  of  Parliament.  Ba- 
Tond  that  I  do  not  think  that  my  right 
lion.  Friond  i*  pro]>anx|  to  go  The  hoD. 
tfentloiiian  a»k«  mv  to  um>  iiiy  iniluenco 
with  tlio  I'lrvt  I *onimi*i>ioni-r  of  Worka. 
Well,  of  rour<H>.  tho  Troaaury  haa  a  f*«r- 
tain  r«>ntrtd  ovor  the  Offireof  Worka; 
but,  at  tho  aanio  time,  that  l>epartment 
muot  )•••  allowed  II  certain  amount  of  io- 
tlopondoiico  and  jiidginent  ob  a  matter 
on  which  It  ia  more  oi>m|>etent  than  tba 
Trea»urv  to  fi>mi  an  opinion. 

Mk  MITCIIKU.  nKNKY:  Befora 
the  Vo!i-  i*  tnk-n  « ill  tho  Kirat  C*Ma- 
miwionor  of  Work*  allow  Mombera  ol 
thf  House  to  vi*it  tho  hemt  »m  ea*  ' 

Mb  SIIAW  I.KFFVKK:  1  will  gira 
I  or<lora  that  nny  hon  M<-ml>er  who  do> 
j  aire*  to  aoe  tho  woet  fnmt  of  Weatain- 
I  ater  Hall  ahall  In>  admitted  within  tha 
'  iarloeiiro  at  any  time  ti>-morrow.  In- 
dee<l.  I  ahall  have  grvat  pleaaarv  in  per- 
I  aunallv 


onally  ei|>Iaiuing  to  any  h'<n  Member 
rhat  :*  proi*'**-!  t>i  Im  done  thera  ba- 
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tween  the  hours  of  3  and  4  o'clock  to- 
morrow. 

THE  MAGTSTRACY  (IRELAKD)  —  ME. 
CLIFFORD  LLOYD. 

Ma.  HEALY  asked  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury,  If  the  Government  have 
come  to  any  decision  as  to  the  future 
employment  of  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd  ? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE  :  I  am  obliged  to 
the  hon.  Member  for  having  postponed 
this  Question,  in  order  to  enable  me  to 
communicate  with  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
for  Ireland.  The  hon.  Member  is  aware 
that  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd  was  called  on 
public  grounds  from  an  employment  in 
Ireland  to  emplo3rment  of  a  higher  grade 
in  Egypt.  He  will  no  longer  prosecute 
that  employment  in  Egypt.  The  Irish 
Government  cannot  give  any  positive 
pledge  that  he  will  not  resume  his  post 
as  Besident  Magistrate  in  Ireland  ;  but 
they  hope  to  make  some  more  adequate 
and  suitable  arrangement. 

Mr.  HEALY  asked  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  aware  of  the  statement 
made  by  the  Secretary '.to  the  Treasury 
a  few  nights  ago,  that  Mr.  Clifford 
Lloyd  would  not  be  appointed  in  Ire- 
land? 

Mr,  COURTNEY  :  I  think  I  said  he 
would  not  be  one  of  the  five  persons  re- 
ceiving extra  pay. 

EGYPT— SLAVERY— THE  CONVENTION 
OF  1877. 
Sni  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  asked 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Whe- 
ther effect  is  to  be  given  in  Egypt 
Proper  to  the  existing  Convention  of 
17th  August  1877,  and  Khodivial  Decree 
in  accordance  therewith,  under  which 
the  buying  and  selling  of  human  beings 
is  prohibited,  under  severe  penalties, 
from  the  1 7th  of  the  current  month  ; 
and,  if  he  will  give  an  assurance  that, 
whether  or  not  the  further  measures  re- 
commended by  Lord  Dufferin  for  alto- 
I  ffether  abolishing  slavery  be  imrae- 
'  diately  effected,  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment will,  as  recommended  by  Lord 
Dufferin,  press  the  Egyptian  Govern- 
ment to  give  the  fullest  possible  effect 
in  Egypt  Proper  to  the  existing  Con- 
vention and  its  Annexes  ? 

Lord   EDMOND   FITZMAURIOE: 

jHer    Majesty's    Government    have    no 

reason  for  doubting  the  intention  of  the 

Khedive  to  give  due  effect  to  his  Treaty 

engagements  in  regard  to  Egypt  Proper. 

Mr.  Skau)  Lefevrt 


They  lose  no  opportunity  of  pressing 
upon  the  Egyptian  Government  the 
necessity  of  observing  their  engage- 
ments in  regard  to  the  treatment  of  the 
?uestion  of  Slave  Trade  and  Slavery,  and 
would  refer  the  hon.  Member  to  the 
despatch  of  Sir  Evelyn  Baring,  dated 
February  2.5,  1884,  in  Slave  Trade 
No.  2. 

THE   AUSTRALASIAN    COLONIES- 
CONFEDERATION. 

Mr.  BLAKE  asked  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury,  If,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  four  out  of  seven  of  the  Austra- 
lasian Colonies  have  agreed  to  proceed 
at  once  to  confederate  in  an  Australasian 
Dominion,  and  of  his  statement  that  no 
business  will  be  taken  in  the  Autumn 
Session  except  the  Franchise  Bill,  it  may 
not  be  possible  to  introduce  and  pass  an 
enabling  Bill  before  the  end  of  this 
Session,  so  as  to  obviate  the  loss  of  a 
whole  year,  wliich  will  otherwise  occur 
in  giving  effect  to  the  decisions  of  the 
Colonial  Parliaments  ?  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber also  asked  whether  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  woiild  undertake  to  intro- 
duce a  Bill  in  the  Autumn  Session  ? 

Mtt.  GLADSTONE:  I  can  give  no 
pledge  at  the  present  time  with  regard 
to  the  Autumn  Session  in  deviation  from 
what  I  have  already  stated.  Of  course, 
what  I  have  stated  will  not  bind  the 
House  or  the  Government  in  connection 
with  causes  at  present  unforeseen  and 
of  a  sufficient  magnitude  to  require  that 
we  should  deviate  from  the  policy  al- 
ready laid  down ;  but  at  present  Uiere 
is  no  such  cause  before  us.  The  Ques- 
tion which  is  upon  the  Paper  asks  whe- 
ther this  important  object  of  enabling 
the  Australasian  Colonies  to  confederate 
might  be  accomplished  by  the  intro- 
duction of  an  enabling  Bill  in  the  pre- 
sent Session  ?  What  t  have  to  say  in 
answer  is  that  it  would  not  be  right  to 
introduce  such  a  Bill  and  then  to  with- 
draw it.  That  would  not  be  respectful 
to  the  Colonies,  nor  would  it  be  likely  to 
be  understood  in  a  favourable  sense. 
Neither  would  it  be  right  to  introduce 
such  a  Bill  if  it  were  to  become  the  sub- 
ject of  differences  of  opinion ;  and  to 
continue  sitting  until  a  Bill,  if  it  were 
opposed,  could  be  passed  would  be  con- 
trary to  the  pledge  which  the  Govern- 
ment have  given  to  the  House  not  to 
proceed  with  contentious  Business  at  this 
period  of  the  Session.     But  if  we  could 
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be  aesured  that  the  House  would  give 
its  unanimous  assent  to  a  Bill  for  tho 
simply  enabling  purpose  described  in 
the  Question,  even  at  this  moment  I 
would  agree  to  its  introduction. 

Mr.  13LAXE:  Would  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  be  so  kind  as  to  test  the 
feeling  of  tho  House  by  introducing  a 
Bill  ?  I  think  I  may  promise,  on  the 
part  of  my  Friends  in  this  part  of  tho 
House,  that  we  would  not  offer  any 
opposition  to  such  a  Bill. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  My  hon.  Friend 
has  evidently  not  observed  what  I  stated. 
He  proposes  that  I  should  introduce  a 
Bill  to  test  the  feeling  of  tho  House. 
But  I  observed  that  it  would  not  be 
respectful  to  the  Colonies  and  would  not 
wear  a  friendly  aspect,  were  I  to  intro- 
duce a  Bill  and  then  to  withdraw  it. 
Either  the  Government  or  the  House 
would  bo  open  to  some  criticism  in  the 
Colonies.  I  understand  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber to  speak  confidently  for  the  quarter 
of  the  House  with  which  he  is  con- 
nected, and  so  far  I  am  well  satisfied. 
I  could  not,  however,  at  this  moment, 
as  growing  out  of  a  Question,  inquire 
from  right  hon.  and  hon.  Members 
opposite  what  their  views  are  ;  but  I 
thmk  it  probable  that  in  the  course  of 
the  evening  they  may  have  the  kind- 
ness to  make  their  views  known  to  us. 
If  it  appears  that  there  exists  such  a 
unanimous  disposition  as  would  alone 
justify  the  introduction  of  the  Bill, 
Notice  of  the  Bill  might  bo  given  this 
evening,  and  it  might  be  introduced  to- 
morrow. 

EGYPT— ARMED  STEAMEES  ON  THE 
NILE. 

Mk.  QOUHLEY  asked  the  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty,  If  ho  can  inform  the 
House  what  number  of  armed  steamers 
are  now  engaged  in  patrol  duty  on  the 
Nile,  above  and  below  the  First  Cata- 
ract, and  whether  all  are  under  the 
command  of  British  Naval  Officers  ;  fur- 
ther, to  inquire  if  he  can  state  what 
number  of  steamers  are  under  tho  con- 
trol of  General  Gordon  ;  and,  whether 
suitable  craft  are  being  prepared  for 
the  purpose  of  opening  up  communi- 
cations with  Dongola,  Berber,  and 
Khartoum  during  the  rise  of  tho  Nile  ? 

Mil.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNEEMAN  : 
There  are  four  steamers  engaged  in 
patrol  duty  on  the  Nile,  and  they  are 
all  under  the  oomir.and  of  British  naval 


officers.  There  is  no  certain  informa- 
tion as  to  the  number  of  steamers 
under  the  control  of  General  Gordon. 
Certain  preparations  have  been  made 
for  passing  some  steam  vessels  up  the 
Second  Cataract. 

EGYPT— POLICY  OF  HER  MAJESTY'S 
GOVERNMENT. 

Sin  8TAFF0ED  NOHTHCOTE  asked 
the  First  Lord  of  tho  Treasury,  Whe- 
ther he  will  give  the  House  an  oppor- 
tunity of  discussing  tho  policy  of  the 
Government,  with  regard  to  the  affairs 
of  Egypt,  on  Thursday  next  ? 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  There  is  some- 
thing rather  unusual  in  the  form  of  the 
Question  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
because  I  apprehend  tho  different  stages 
of  the  Appropriation  BUI  will  give  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  on  opportunity  of 
discussing  the  policy  of  the  Government 
at  his  option,  and  without  application 
or  reference  to  me.  But  I  have  another 
remark  to  make  which  is  more  to  the 
present  purpose.  When  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  put  a  Question  to  me  on 
Saturday,  I  put  a  construction  upon  it 
which,  perhaps,  was  not  quite  accurate. 
I  understood  him  to  ask  whether  I  could 
then  name  a  day  on  which  I  could  ex- 
plain to  Parliament  tho  measures  which 
we  intended  to  adopt  iu  Egypt,  growing 
out  of  the  recent  failure  of  the  Con- 
ference ?  The  consideration  of  those 
measures,  I  had  said,  would  require 
some  time,  and  I  replied  accordingly 
that  I  could  not  name  a  day  for  that 
purpose.  There  is,  however,  a  step  of 
some  importance  which  the  Government 
contemplate,  and  which  I  hope  to  be  in 
a  condition  to  announce  to-morrow.  I 
should  prefer  not  answering  the  Ques- 
tion now  put  to  me  until  I  am  in  a  con- 
dition to  make  that  announcemeut  to  the 
House,  and  I  think  it  might  possibly  be 
more  for  tho  convenience  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  and  other  Gentlemen  op- 
posite if  that  course  were  followed.  I 
think  they  would  be  then  able  to  form 
a  judgment  in  a  manner  more  satis- 
factory to  themselves  as  to  any  course 
they  may  think  fit  to  take.  I  am  under 
the  impression  that  it  would,  in  any 
case,  bo  thought  desirable  that  Supply 
should  be  allowed  to  terminate  before 
we  enter  into  a  discussion  of  a  general 
character  with  regard  to  Egypt. 

SirSTAFFOKD  NOHTHCOTE: 
Of  course,  I  am  willing  to  put  the  Ques- 
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tion  to-morrow.  Like  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  I  am  anxious  to  see  Supply 
finished  ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  tliink 
it  much  more  important  that  the  Egyp- 
tian Question  should  be  discussed  while 
it  is  still  fresh. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  I  do  not  say 
that  it  is  more  important  Supply  should 
be  finished,  but  only  that  it  would  be 
more  convenient  in  the  first  place  that 
Supply  should  be  finished,  merely  in  re- 
spect to  the  economy  of  time. 

ITALY— HOME-THE  EiTOOWMENTS 

OF  THE  PROPAGANDA. 
Mr.  O'DONNELL  asked  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Whether  Her 
Majesty's  Government  still  adhere  to  the 
declaration  contained  in  the  Despatc'h 
of  Lord  Kiraberley  to  the  Governor  of 
Gibraltar,  dated  the  16th  of  January 
1871,  that— 

"The  deep  intereit  which  ia  felt  by  muoy 
milliona  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  in  the  posi- 
tion of  the  Pope  renders  all  that  concerns  liia 
personal  dignity  and  indcpoiidcnce,  and  freedom 
to  exorcise  bis  spiritual  functiuns,  lit  subjects 

for  the  notice  of  Her  Government Uer 

Majesty  desires  me  to  state  that  this  subject  will 
continue  to  receive  the  careful  uttontiun  of  Her 
Government ; " 

whether  he  is  aware  that  the  endow- 
ments of  the  Propaganda,  contributed 
by  all  the  Catholic  nations  of  the  world, 
including  a  largo  section  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's subjects,  are  strictly  applied  in 
the  exercise  of  the  spiritual  functions  of 
the  Pope  in  connection  with  the  Catho- 
lio  missions  throughout  all  regions  of 
the  world ;  and,  if  he  will  take,  with- 
out delay,  any  steps  which  may  be  re- 
quisite to  prevent  any  portion  of  these 
endowments  from  being  converted  by 
force  to  the  secular  uses  of  the  Italian 
Government? 

Mk.  GLADSTONE:  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber,  I  think,  cannot  have  been  in  his 
place  when  a  former  Question  on  tliis 
subject  bad  been  answered.  So  far,  at 
least,  as  regards  the  practical  part  of  his 
inquiry,  I  may  say  that,  with  respect  to 
the  despatch  of  Lord  Kimborley,  from 
which  the  hon.  Member  has  quoted  a 
passage,  I  cannot  admit  there  is  any- 
thing in  that  despatch  from  which 
Lord  Kimberley  would  desire  to  recede 
at  the  present  time.  The  character  of 
the  endowments  to  which  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber refers  has  repeatedly  been  the  sub- 
ject of  description  in  this  House  on  the 
part  of  the  Government,  and  I  do  not 
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propose  to  go  over  the  ground  again. 
With  respect  to  any  steps  that  may  be 
requisite  to  prevent  any  portion  of  these 
endowments  from  being  diverted  by 
force  to  the  secular  uses  of  the  Italian 
Government,  I  must  ask  myself  whether 
the  matter  is  one  within  the  legal  juris- 
diction of  the  Italian  Government.  If 
it  be  within  the  legal  jurisdiction  of  the 
Italian  Governmout — as  I  have  always 
understood  it  was — I  am  not  prepared 
to  undertake  to  interfere  with  their  legal 
jurisdiction.  What  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment has  repeatedly  said  is  that 
they  have  instructed  their  Ambassador 
to  be  on  the  watch  for  any  favourable 
opportunity  for  exercising  an  influence 
in  the  direction  indicated  by  the  hon. 
Member ;  but  no  such  opportunity  has 
presented  itself  to  any  of  the  Powers, 
several  of  whom  are  even  more  inte- 
rested than  the  British  Crown  in  the 
matter. 

Mk.  GEAY  asked  the  Prime  Minister 
whether  he  would  state  the  Powers 
which  he  deemed  to  be  much  more  inte- 
rested than  England  in  this  question. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  replied  that  ho 
had  not  spoken  by  way  of  experiment. 
Oi/rtainly,  be  should  imagine  that  the 
Powers  would  bo  interested  in  this  ques- 
tion in  some  sort  of  proportion  to  the 
Homan  Catholic  population.  England, 
no  doubt,  had  a  large  interest  in  the 
matter ;  but  he  did  not  stand  upon  that 
distinction. 

Mr.  gray  said,  he  had  no  desire  to 
raise  a  controversial  question  upon  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  remark ;  but  if 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  indicated  such 
countries  as  France,  or  .\u8tria,  or  Spain, 
he  would  ask  him  whether  he  was  aware 
that  the  funds  of  the  Propaganda  were 
only  used  for  the  benefit  of  missionary 
countries,  and  that  those  Catholic  coun- 
tries were  not  missionary  countries,  and 
had  no  interest  in  the  funds  P 

[No  reply.] 

SDPPLY— KELIEF  OF  GENEEAL  ODE- 
DON— VOTE  OF  CREDIT. 
Sir  WALTEE  B.  BABTTELOT 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
Whether  any  expedition  for  the  relief 
of  General  (Jordon  is  contemplated;  and, 
whether  a  Eailway  is  to  be  made  from 
Suakin  to  Berber  or  any  part  of  the  road 
to  Berber;  and,  if  so,  whether  a  Supple- 
mentary Estimate  will  be  presented  to 
the  House  ? 
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Mh.  GLADSTONE :  It  is  my  inten- 
tion to-morrow  to  propose  a  Vote  of 
Credit  to  enable  Her  Majenty's  Govern- 
ment to  undertake  operations  for  the 
relief  of  General  Gordon,  should  they 
become  necessai-y,  and  to  make  certain 

Eroparations  in  respect  thereof.  I  be- 
eve  there  is  in  the  Diplomatic  Vote  to- 
night an  item  which  might  become  the 
subject  of  discussion  in  connection  with 
the  state  of  affairs  of  the  Soudan.  If 
that  item  of  the  Vote  be  chosen  for  the 
discussion,  I  should  propose  the  Vote  of 
Credit  to-morrow  at  such  a  time  as  I 
could,  because  there  is  already  in  con- 
templation au  arrangement  for  the  first 
Vote  to-morrow,  and  we  are  also  very 
desirous,  if  wo  can,  to  bringon  the  Re- 
port of  the  Constabulary  Vote.  But, 
perhaps,  it  might  be  more  convenient  to 
the  House,  and  to  Gentlemen  opposite, 
that  they  should  found  the  discussion  on 
the  Vote  of  Credit,  and  in  that  case 
passing  over  the  subject  to-night,  I 
should  bo  ready  to  propose  the  Vote  of 
Credit  as  the  first  Vote  in  Supply  to- 
morrow. 

Mu.  JOSEPH  COWEN  a.sked  whe- 
ther the  proposed  Vote  of  Credit,  and 
the  iuteresting  statement  which  the  right 
bon.  Gentleman  was  to  make  to-morrow, 
formed  one  and  the  .«ame  subject. 

Mh.  GLADSTONE:  No;  the  two 
things  are  quite  distinct.  I  did  not  say 
that  I  intended  to  make  a  statement  of 
some  interest.  What  I  stated  was  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government  contemplated 
a  step  of  some  importance,  which  I  hope 
to  be  in  a  condition  to  announce  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  LAEODCHEHE  asked  whether 
that  Vote  would  bo  a  Vote  of  Credit  or 
a  Vote  for  the  Diplomatic  Service  ? 

Mk.  GLADSTONE :  It  is  not  a  ques- 
tion of  a  Vote  for  the  Diplomatic  Ser- 
vice, but  of  a  Vote  of  Credit  properly 
80  called,  and  I  propose,  if  the  House 
should  deem  it  a  convenient  course,  to 
take  any  discussion  that  may  be  raised 
upon  the  Vote  of  Credit  to-morrow.  In 
that  case,  I  should  propose  to  take  the 
Vote  of  Credit  as  the  first  Vote  to- 
morrow- If,  on  the  contrary,  the  dis- 
cussion were  taken  to-night,  for  which 
there  will  bo  abundant  justification 
on  the  Diplomatic  Vote,  I  should  bring 
on  the  Vote  of  Credit  whenever  I  can. 

Mh.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT:  I  do 
not  think  the  House  exactly  understands 
what  this  Vote  is.    May  I  ask  tbo  right ! 


bon.  Gentleman  whether  it  is  to  be  a 
Vote  of  Credit  for  a  considerable  sum  to 
purchase  the  supplies  for  an  Expedition 
for  the  relief  of  General  Gordon  ?  It 
would  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  House 
to  know  dofinitolj-  what  is  the  proposal. 

Mb.  GL.\DST0NE  :  I  have  rrnd  to 
the  House  the  purpose  for  which  the 
Vote  is  to  be  taken. 

Sir  STAFFORD  NORTHCOTE: 
Will  the  right  bon.  Gentleman  state  it 
again  ? 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  It  is 

"A  Vote  of  Credit  to  enable  Her  Majeity*! 
Gorcmmciit  to  undertake  operntions  for  the 
relief  of  General  Gordon,  nhoulJ  they  hecome 
necessary,  nnd  to  make  certain  preparations  in 
respect  thereof." 

Mr.  PULESTON:  WiU  the  right 
bon.  Gentleman  stato  the  amount? 

Mr.  GL.\DST0NE  :  I  will  not  enter 
into  any  further  explanation  until  I 
make  the  Motion. 

Mr.  NEWDEG.\TE:  Does  the  right 
bon.  Gentleman  intend  to  introduce  the 
Appropriation  Bill  this  week  ? 

Mr.  QL.\DST0NE  :  It  is  observed  in 
this  neighbourhood  that  I  have  not  the 
gift  of  prophecy,  and  I  cannot  venture 
upon  a  prediction  which  might  possibly 
tend  to  defeat  itself. 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL: 
Is  there  any  precedent  for  taking  a  Vote 
of  Credit  without  previous  Notice  of  the 
amount  ? 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  I  shall  give  the 
Notice  in  the  regular  form,  so  that  it 
will  appear  on  the  Paper. 

Mr.  BOURKE  :  I  should  like  to  ask, 
as  a  Question  arising  out  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  statement  with  regard 
to  to-morrow,  whether  the  announce- 
ment will  involve  a  Motion  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  which  will  give  the 
House  an  opportunity  of  judging  of  the 
policy  of  the  Government  ? 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  I  cannot  give 
any  information  about  this  announce- 
ment until  I  make  it.  I  would  have 
done  so  to-day,  but  it  was  not  in  my 
power ;  I  made  a  great  effort  on  Satur- 
day to  communicate  the  information, 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  may  rest 
assured  that  I  shall  act  on  the  same 
principle,  and  will  not  lose  a  moment. 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL: 
I  am  afraid  I  am  extremely  stupid  ;  but 
I  cannot  make  out  what  is  to  take  place 
to-morrow.  All  I  want  to  know  is  when 
the  Vote  uf  Credit  will  be  proposed  ? 
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Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  If  the  disouBsion 
on  tho  Soudan  and  the  case  of  General 
Gordon  should  not  be  taken  to-night, 
then  I  should  be  prepared  to  propose 
the  Vote  of  Credit  as  the  first  Vote  in 
Supply  to-morrow,  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  disousaion  on  the  Diplomatic 
Vote  were  taken  to-night,  then  I  should 
propose  the  Vote  of  Credit  to-morrow  at 
Buoh  an  hour  as  I  con  bring  it  on. 

Mr.  J.  LOWTHER  :  In  the  event  of 
a  disoussion  being  taken  to-night,  will 
Government  be  prepared  to  make  a 
statement  ? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE :  No. 

Mr.  W.  E.  FOESTER  :  I  believe  there 
is  a  misconception  on  another  point.  I 
understood  my  right  hon.  Friend  to 
state  that  ho  would  give  Notice  of  the 
Vote  of  Credit  to-night,  and  that  the 
amount  would  be  stated  at  the  time. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  Yes. 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  should  like  to 
ask  the  Government  wliether  it  ia  in- 
tended to  propose  an  appropriation  in 
Ways  and  Means  in  regard  to  the  Vote 
of  Credit  ? 

The  CHANCELLOEof  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  Childeks)  :  That  is  a  Ques- 
tion whiioh  should  bo  asked  when  the 
Vote  of  Credit  is  proposed. 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHUECHILL 
asked  why,  if  the  amount  of  the  Vote 
■was  to  be  laid  upon  the  Table  that  night, 
it  could  not  at  once  be  stated  to  the 
House  ? 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  I  have  given  my 
Notice  in  the  usual  course,  and  I  have 
said  quite  as  much  as  is  usual  in  giving 
Notice. 

Sir  STAFFORD  NOETHCOTE  :  I 
wouM  suggest  that  we  had  better  take 
the  discussion  on  the  Vote  of  Credit  and 
not  on  the  Diplomatic  Vote. 

CENTRAL  ASIA  —  DEMMITATION  OF 
THE  AFOUAN  FRONTIER. 

MR.ONSLOWasked  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Aifairs,  Whe- 
ther it  was  intended  that  the  English 
Commissioners  for  the  demarcation  of 
Afghanistan  should  meet  the  Eussian  and 
Afghan  Commissioners  this  year  or  next? 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE  re- 
plied, that  it  was  very  difficult  to  make 
portial  statements  while  a  matter  of  this 
kind  was  proceeding.  He  should  require 
Notice  of  the  Question. 

Mk.  ONSLOW  said,  he  had  put 
Notices  on  the  subject  on  the  Paper  al- 


ready.  He  now  gave  Notice  that,  in 
future,  he  should  address  his  Queetione 
to  the  Prime  Minister. 

ORDERS  OF  TBE  LA  T. 

SUPPLY— CIVIL  SERVICE  ESTIMATES. 
SuTPLT — contidered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Class  V. — Fobeion  and  Coloniax 
Services. 

(1.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £l£7,97d,  (in- 
cluding a  Supplemsntary  sum  of  £36,000),  b« 
granted  to  Her  Majeaty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessar}-  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March  188d,  for  the  Kx- 
penses  of  Uer  Majesty's  EmbosaiM  and  Uis- 
■ions  Abroad." 

Sir  WILFEID  LAWSON  said,  tho 
Papers  had  already  been  laid  upon  the 
Table  in  relation  to  tho  proliibition  by 
the  Egyptian  Government  of  the  landing 
of  Mr.  Wilfrid  Blunt  in  Egypt.  As 
those  Papers  had  only  been  laid  upon 
the  Table  that  day,  many  hon.  Members 
might  not  have  had  an  opportunity  o{ 
reading  them.  Ho  would  therefore  state 
as  briefly  as  he  could  the  nature  of  their 
contents,  and  he  would  then  ask  the 
noble  Lord  tho  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  to  explain  the  reason 
why  Her  Majiisty's  Government  had 
taken  the  course  they  had  in  the  matter. 
Mr.  Blunt  had  been  before  the  country 
for  a  long  time  in  connection  with  Egyp- 
tian matters.  It  would  be  remembered 
how,  in  1882,  he  had  warned  tho  Go- 
vernment of  the  natural  result  of  their 
policy  in  Egypt;  and  if  they  had  ac- 
cepted that  warning,  they  would  have 
been  in  a  very  much  better  position  than 
that  which  they  occupied  to-day.  Indeed, 
if  there  was  one  man  to  whom  more  than 
another  the  whole  of  the  country  and 
Her  Majesty's  Government  were  in- 
debted, it  was  Mr.  Wilfrid  Blunt ;  and 
there  could  be  no  doubt  that  the  poli- 
tical prisoners  would  have  been  executed 
but  for  the  efibrts  of  Mr.  Blunt.  Mr. 
Blunt  had  certainly  rendered  great  ser- 
vice to  the  Government.  Last  autumn 
Mr,  Blunt  determined  to  go  out  to  India, 
and  he  stopped  in  Eg^pt  on  his  way. 
He  did  not  engage  in  any  political  mis- 
sion there,  the  political  questions  in  wliioli 
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lie  had  bean  engaged  having  been  tho- 
roughly threshed  out,  and  Mr.  Blunt 
could  do  no  more  in  regard  to  them. 
He  merely  called  there,  and,  having 
called  there,  he  was  treated  as  any 
other  English  gentleman  would  have 
been  by  Hor  Majesty's  Representatives, 
■who  entertained  him  iind  entered  into 
communications  with  him.  He  then  left 
Egypt  and  went  to  India,  and  after  re- 
maining in  India  for  gome  time,  he  re- 
turned, but  was  not  allowed  to  land  in 
Egypt  again.  All  he  (Sir  Wilfrid  Law- 
son)  had  now  to  do  was  to  state  tho 
reasons  given  in  the  Papers  laid  before 
tho  House  that  day  why  Mr.  Blunt  was 
not  allowed  to  land.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered that  these  reasons  had  been  in- 
dorsed and  approved  by  Sir  Evelyn 
Baring  ond  Earl  Granville.  All  that 
was  material  as  to  tho  action  of  Egypt 
in  the  matter,  so  far  as  preventing  the 
landing  of  an  English  subject,  would  bo 
found  on  page  3  of  the  Papers  which 
gave  the  letter  of  Cherif  Pasha  to  Sir 
Evelyn  Baring.  That  letter  opened 
out  the  wholo  business.  Cherif  Pasha 
said— 

"  Yon  are  doubtless  avitro  of  Mr.  Blunt'a 
relations  with  Arabi  and  of  tho  campaign  un- 
dertaken by  him  in  London  to  cast  upon  His 
Highness  the  odium  of  the  massacres  at  Alex- 
andria. I  have  no  intention  of  reverting  to 
past  orents,  but  I  shall  coniinc  myself  to  ac- 
quainting you  in  a  few  words  with  the  attitude 
adopted  by  Mr.  Blunt  during  his  recent  stay 
in  Egypt.  On  his  arrival  at  Cairo  ho  imme- 
diatoly  entered  into  communication  with  the 
families  of  the  rebels  and  with  several  other 
persons  compromised  in  the  recent  events." 

Now,  he  did  not  suppose  that  anybody 
knew  there  was  a  law  in  Egypt,  or  in 
England,  that  nobody  was  to  confer 
with  the  families  of  rebels  ;  but  ho  was 
informed  by  Mr.  Blunt  that  all  the 
stories  about  inter^'iews  prolonged  far 
into  the  night  were  untrue ;  that  while 
in  Egypt  ho  was  in  bed  regularly  by 
half-past  9  or  lU  o'olook ;  but  that  on 
one  occasion  he  had  received  an  invita- 
tion to  dine  with  the  officials  connected 
with  the  British  Embassy.  The  nest 
thing  stated  iu  the  letter  was  that — 

"  In  his  walks  iu  the  Bazaar  hs  was  con- 
tinually conversing  with  the  merchants  with 
regard  to  Arabi." 

That  was  the  second  charge.  The  third 
was  that — 

"  Ha\'ing  learnt  that  a  certain  Abdel  Bajah 
waa  detained  in  prison  as  implioatad  in  the 
nutter  of  the  anonymous  letters,  he  preaentod 


himself  at  the  Zaptieh  for  admission  to  see  the 
prisoner." 

What  really  took  place  waa,  that  Mr. 
Blunt  asked  Sir  Evelyn  Baring  "  to  ob- 
tain permission  for  him  to  look  over  tho 
prison,"  but  receiving  no  answer,  he 
walked  iu  and  saw  this  man,  no  one 
interfering.  Certainly  there  was  not 
much  harm  in  that.  Mr.  Blunt  was 
next  charged  as  follows  : — 

"  Having  met  with  a  refusal  on  the  part  of 
the  police  oflicials,  Mr.  Bhint  endeavoured  to 
evade  the  orders,  but  not  having  succeeded  ho 
departed,  abusing  tho  guards  and  boasting  that 
he  woul<l  shortly  return  with  an  order  from 
Her  Miijeety'a  Representative  which  would 
open  all  doors  to  him, 

Mr.  Blunt  stated  that  there  was  no 
truth  whatever  in  that  charge,  that  no- 
thing of  the  kind  occurred,  and  that  ho 
spoke  to  and  abused  nobody.  The  fifth 
charge  was — 

"  ilr.  Blunt  further  employed  himself  in 
starting  a  newspaper,  the  intended  object  of 
which  was  to  create  popularity  for  Arabi,  and 
to  weaken  the  authority  of  the  Khedive.  On 
his  being  iufonned  that  in  order  to  publish  a 
newspaper  in  Egypt  tho  sanction  of  the  Go- 
vernment must  previously  lie  obtained,  he  is 
reported  to  have  replied  that.  If  necessary,  he 
would  obtain  that  sanction  from  London." 

Mr.  Blunt  informed  him  (Sir  Wilfrid 
Lawson)  that  ho  never  had  such  an  idea 
in  his  mind,  and  that  he  never  thought 
of  starting  a  newspaper  in  Egypt.  The 
si.xth  charge  was — 

"  You  are  further  aware,  my  dear  Minister, 
of  tho  idem  ho  tried  to  disseminate  in  the  coun- 
try with  regard  to  the  foundation  of  an  Arab 
Empire,  and  the  imbecility  of  the  present  sys- 
tem of  government." 

Mr.  Blunt  said  that  ho  pleaded  guilty 
to  the  charge,  with  the  exception  of  not 
having  advised  the  foundation  of  an 
Arab  Empire.  He  certainly  thought 
tho  Government  of  Egypt  most  imbe- 
cile, and  had  said  so  on  many  occasions. 
The  right  hon.  Member  for  North  Lin- 
colnshire (Mr.  J.  Lowther),  indeed,  two 
of  tho  Members  for  Lincolnshire,  and 
the  Member  for  Ej'e  (Mr.  Ashmead- 
Bartlett)  went  up  and  down  this  coun- 
try calling  tho  Members  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Oovemment  imbecile,  but  they 
were  not  banished,  for  nobody  carod  a 
bit  what  they  said.  As  far  as  ho  could 
make  out  from  reading  the  Papers,  these 
were  the  sole  charges  against  Mr.  Blunt, 
on  account  of  which  he  was  not  allowed 
to  land  in  Egypt ;  and  ho  should  be 
much  surprised  if  tho  Committee  were 
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to  arrive  at  the  oonclnsion  that  this  was 
a  proper  way  to  treat  a  British  subjtut. 
It  was  monstrous  that  a  Liberal  Govern- 
ment should  act  in  the  way  the  present 
Government  had  acted  towarda  Mr. 
Blunt.  He  did  not  suppose  that  Mr. 
Blunt  was  particularly  anxious  to  go  to 
Egypt  at  the  time  he  was  refused  per- 
mission to  land,  and  lie  did  not  think 
that  Mr.  Blunt  sustained  any  serious 
amount  of  inconvenience.  A  gross  in- 
dignity, however,  was  put  upon  him, 
simply  because  he  had  told  the  truth  ; 
and  the  matter  threw  a  flood  of  light 
on  what  was  going  on  in  that  country. 
It  showed  that  they  were  in  Egypt  for 
nothing  more  than  to  bolster  up  a  sys- 
tem of  cruelty  and  oppression,  and  to 
stifle  freedom  of  opinion.  Unless  the 
Government  could  give  a  better  reason 
than  they  had  yet  g^ven  for  this  extra- 
ordinary proceeding,  as  explained  in  the 
Papers  laid  before  the  House,  he  should 
certainly  feel  disposed  to  move  the  re- 
duction of  the  Vote  in  order  to  see  whe- 
ther the  Committee  would  be  inclined 
to  join  him  in  protesting  against  the 
odious,  dangerous,  and  unjust  policy 
which  Her  Majesty's  Government  were 
encouraging  in  Egypt.  He  should  like 
Tery  much  to  hoar  what  the  Government 
•would  have  to  say  in  defence  of  the  ox- 
ti-aordinary  course  they  had  taken. 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAUEICE 
said,  that  he  was,  on  the  whole,  glad 
that  hia  hon.  Friend  had  called  atten- 
tion to  this  subject,  because  it  would 
enable  him  to  bring  out  the  real  facts 
of  the  matter.  Hon.  Members  would 
probably  have  read  the  Papers  which 
had  been  presented,  and  he  wished 
they  could  have  been  presented  sooner; 
but,  owing  to  want  of  time,  it  had  been 
impossible.  It  would  at  once  be  seen 
that  the  whole  of  the  question  lay  in  a 
nutshell.  As  to  the  main  facts,  there 
was  no  dispute.  His  hon.  Friend  said 
humorously  that  Mr.  Blunt  had  been 
refused  permission  to  land  in  Egypt, 
because  on  his  former  visit  he  had  been 
in  the  habit  of  sitting  up  late  at  night ; 
but  that  it  was  owing  to  the  hospitality 
kindly  extended  to  him  by  the  members 
of  Her  Majesty's  Mission,  and  that  sit- 
ting up  late  at  night  under  such  circum- 
stances was  not  likely  to  do  much  harm. 
But  ho  (Lord  Edmond  Fitzmaurioe) 
oould  not  help  thinking  the  Committee 
would  see,  on  reading  the  Papers,  that 
that  humorous  version  of  Mr.  Blunt'a 

Sir  Wilfrid  Lawion 


proceedings  was  scarcely  borne  out.  The 
whole  case,  in  reality,  turned  on  two 
things — in  the  first  place,  on  the  right 
of  the  Egyptian  Government ;  and, 
secondly,  on  the  facts  stated  in  the 
letter  of  Cherif  Pasha  to  Sir  Evelyn 
Baring  on  the  8th  of  October.  As  to 
the  right  of  the  Egyptian  Government, 
and  the  legal  aspect  of  the  case,  there 
oould  bo  no  doubt  at  all.  It  was  a  mat- 
ter of  the  right  of  self- preservation,  which 
all  Governments  at  times  were  obliged  to 
exercise  in  periods  of  great  ditRoulty. 
Occasionally,  the  exercise  of  a  strict 
legal  right  did  appear  to  interfere  with 
that  complete  liberty  which,  as  a  rule,  it 
was  the  desire  of  every  oivilized  State  to 
extend,  not  only  to  its  own  subjects,  but 
to  those  of  other  nations.  Mr.  Blunt, 
exercising  his  rights,  which  nobody 
would  question,  some  time  ago  did 
take  a  leading  part  in  Egyptian  affairs  ; 
but,  having  chosen  to  take  a  certain 
line,  he  must  also  take  the  con- 
sequences. Mr.  Blunt,  to  use  an  old 
proverb,  oould  not  cliiim  to  "  eat  hia 
loaf  and  to  have  it  also."  He  could  not 
claim  to  express  opinions  hostile  to  the 
Egyptian  Government,  or  to  conspire 
against  them,  and  then  claim  their  assent 
and  protection.  Mr.  Blunt  claimed  that 
those  who  had  been  in  active  rebellion 
against  the  Government  were  in  reality 
patriots,  whose  names  were  held  in. 
honour  by  the  country,  and  when  they 
entered  into  a  conspiracy  against  a  Go- 
vernment of  which  they  disapproved, 
he  seemed  to  imagine  that  they  ought 
to  be  protected  by  that  Government. 
Now,  it  was  necessary  to  take  a  clear 
line  in  a  question  of  that  kind ;  no  man 
oould  bo  on  both  sides.  He  could  not 
claim  the  protection  of  the  Government, 
and  also  to  be  allowed  to  enter  into 
agreements  and  conspiracies  against 
it.  His  hon.  Friend  said  that  Mr. 
Blunt  did  admit  one  charge,  and  tlie 
admission  was  an  exceedingly  important 
one — namely,  that,  while  in  Egypt,  Mr. 
Blunt  did  attempt  to  disseminate  ide&s 
which  nobody  could  deny  were  hostile 
to  the  existence  of  the  Government  of 
that  country. 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL 
asked  where  that  admission  was  to  be 
found? 

Loud  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE 
said,  it  was  what  the  hon.  Baronet  had 
said  himself.  His  hon.  Friend  had  con- 
troverted Paragraphs  1,3,  3,  4  and  5 
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xrould  tarn  to  page  9  of  tlie  Papers  laid 
upon  the  Table,  they  would  find  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Blunt  to  Earl  Granville,  dated 
the  Ist  of  May.  At  the  bottom  of  that 
page,  in  the  third  paragraph  from  the 
bottom,  he  would  invite  the  attention  of 
the  noble  Lord  to  a  passage  in  which 
Mr.  Blunt  made  these  remarks — 

"Having  aljaiidoned  all  active  interest  in 
Egyptian  politics,  I  was  enconiaged  last  Sep- 
tember, in  the  highest  oSBcial  quarter,  again  to 
visit  Egypt,  with  a  view  to  consulting  with  Sir 
Evelyn  Baring  as  to  a  possible  development 
there  of  English  policy." 

He  (Lord  Eandolph  Churchill)  thought 
that  passage  would  provide  a  much 
better  elucidation  of  this  unfortunate 
occurrence  than  that  which  the  noble 
Lord  had  endeavoured  to  give.  Many 
hon.  Members  would  be  aware  that  Mr. 
Blunt  had  strong  views  of  the  revolu- 
tion brought  about  by  Arabi  and  of  the 
future  of  Egypt.  Probably,  few  Mem- 
bers would  be  found  who  would  agree 
with  htm  upon  those  points ;  but  he  did 
not  think  there  was  a  man  in  the  House 
who  would  be  prepared  to  say  that  Mr. 
Blunt  was  not  a  gentleman  of  the 
highest  honour  and  integrity,  although 
he  had  come  prominenfly  before  the 
public  in  relation  to  Egyptian  affairs. 
Although  Mr.  Blunt  held  strong  opi- 
nions, and  did  not  hesitate  to  put  them 
forward  in  the  strongest  possible  man- 
ner, no  one,  not  even  an  official  of  the 
Government,  had  ever  questioned  or 
treated  with  suspicion  his  integrity, 
veracity,  or  high  honour.  Therefore, 
when  he  saw  a  statement  of  that  kind 
in  the  Papers  laid  before  the  House, 
that  Mr.  Blunt  had  abandoned  all  active 
interest  in  Egyptian  politics,  and  had 
been  encouraged  last  September,  in  the 
highest  official  quarter,  again  to  visit 
Egypt,  with  a  view  to  consulting  with 
Sir  Evelyn  Baring  as  to  a  possible  de- 
velopment there  of  English  policy,  he 
had  thought  it  right  to  put  himself  in 
communication  witti  Mr.  Blunt,  in  order 
to  ascertain  what  was  the  explanation  of 
that  passage.  Mr.  Blunt  informed  him 
that  he  was  visited  in  September  last  by 
a  gentleman,  notoriously  enjoying  the 
friendship  and  the  confidence  of  the 
Prime  Minister — Mr.  Knowles,  the  editor 
of  Th«  Nineteenth  Century.  That  gentle- 
man informed  Mr.  Blunt  that  the  mo- 
ment was  well  chosen  for  his  again  re- 
visiting Egypt.  He  (Lord  Eandolph 
Churchill)  did  not  vouch  for  these  state- 
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ments  himself;  but  Mr.  Blunt  made 
them,  and  nobody  yet  had  questioned 
the  honour  or  veracity  of  1&.  Blunt; 
and  he  (Lord  Bandolph  Churchill) 
thought  the  case  was  of  such  a  nature 
that  it  ought  to  be  put  before  the  House 
of  Commons.  Mr.  Blunt  stated  that 
Mr.  Knowles  went  to  him,  and  sug- 
gested that  the  moment  was  auspicious 
for  again  revisiting  Egypt,  with  a  view 
of  ascertaining  whether  there  was  any 
probability  of  the  revival  of  the  Na- 
tional Party,  and  whether  there  was 
any  probability  of  arranging  some 
method  by  which  Arabi  Pasha  might 
be  restored  to  his  native  land.  In  the 
interview,  as  Mr.  Blunt  states,  Mr. 
Knowles  made  a  very  free  use  of  the 
Prime  Minister's  name.  [Mr.  Glad- 
stone dissented.]  He  had  no  doubt 
that  if  the  Prime  Minister  would  get  up 
at  the  Table  and  deny  that  statement,  the 
Committee  would  accept  his  denial ;  but, 
according  to  the  representation  of  Mr. 
Blunt,  Mr.  Knowles  made  a  very  free 
use  of  the  Prime  Minister's  name.  Was 
that  so?  I  Mr.  Gladstone  dissented.] 
Mr.  Knowles  would  not  have  thought 
proper  to  make  a  direct  use  of  the  Prime 
Minister's  name  without  direct  authority, 
and  Mr.  Knowles  was  a  gentleman  who 
worthily  enjoyed  the  friendship  of  the 
Prime  Minister,  and  would  not  be  pre- 
sumed to  use  the  name  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  without  authority.  Mr.  Blunt, 
who  was  an  enthusiast,  took  fire  at  that 
suggestion  that  there  was  a  chance 
of  the  National  Party  in  Egypt  being 
recognized  by  the  English  QiDvernment, 
and  he  placed  himself  in  communica- 
tion with  no  less  a  person  than  the 
Prime  Minister's  Private  Secretary,  Mr. 
Hamilton.  Mr.  Blunt  communicated  to 
Mr.  Hamilton  what  had  passed  between 
himself  and  Mr.  Knowles.  He  stated 
to  Mr.  Hamilton  that  he  was  encouraged 
by  what  had  reached  him  to  make  a 
journey  to  Egypt  on  his  way  to  India, 
and  he  communicated  fully  to  Mr. 
Hamilton  the  exact  steps  he  meant  to 
take  when  he  got  to  Egypt,  and  the 
parties  with  whom  he  intended  to  com- 
municate when  he  arrived  there.  If  he 
(Lord  Eandolph  Churchill)  recollected 
rightly,  Mr.  Blunt  had  two  interviews 
with  Mr.  Hamilton  some  time  before  he 
started,  and  unless  the  Prime  Minister 
contradicted  him,  he  should  decline  alto- 
gether to  believe  that  Mr.  Hamilton, 
who,  as  everybody  knew,  was  one  of  the 
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ing  in  Egypt  against  whom  no  charge 
whatever  had  been  brought.  The  hard- 
ship and  injustice  of  it  became  far 
greater,  however,  when  they  consi- 
dered the  circumstances  under  which 
Mr.  Blunt  went  to  Egypt,  and  his 
conduct  whilo  there.  He  came  now 
to  the  conduct  of  Cherif  Pasha.  The 
noble  Lord  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
had  informed  the  Committee  that  Cherif 
Pasha  had  acted  upon  his  own  motion. 
No  doubt,  the  noble  Lord  fully  believed 
that  that  was  so.  Very  likely  the  noble 
Lord  only  believed  the  information 
furnished  to  him  from  certain  sources 
in  Egypt ;  but  ho  (Lord  Randolph 
Churchill)  took  leave  to  disbelieve  that 
Btatemeut  altogether,  and  to  repudiate  it 
as  utterly  worthless.  The  Government 
of  Cherif  Pasha  had  no  existence  except 
through  the  action  of  Sir  Evelyn  Baring, 
and  nothing  would  induce  him  (Lord 
Randolph  Churchill)  to  believe  that 
Cherif  Pasha,  of  his  own  motion,  dared 
to  forbid  the  landing  of  a  British  sub- 
ject in  Egypt.  The  idea  was  too  ridi- 
culous to  be  stated  except  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  It  was  said  that  Cherif 
Pasha  took  this  course  of  his  own 
motion,  and  that  he  said  the  return  of 
Mr.  Blunt  to  Egypt  would  be  fatal  to 
the  Government.  The  charges  made  by 
Cherif  Pasha  against  Mr.  Blunt  were 
extremely  amusing.  Among  other  things, 
he  said  that  Mr.  Blunt  employed  him- 
self in  starting  a  newspaper,  the  in- 
tended object  of  which  was  to  create 
popularity  for  Arabi,  and  to  weaken  the 
authority  of  the  Khedive.  That  was  the 
first  charge.  But  why  was  a  newspaper 
started  in  Cairo  to  create  popularity  for 
Arabi  to  be  prohibited,  whilo  the  pro- 
prietor of  a  scurrilous  journal  called 
Tilt  Bosphore  Egyptien  was  allowed 
week  by  week  to  appear  in  Cairo  ?  Tho 
reason  was  that  'J he  Botphort  Eyyptien 
was  kept  up  in  the  interest  of  the  French 
Consul  (M.  Barriere),  and  was  directed 
to  oppose  the  best  English  interests. 
For  that  reason  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment were  very  bold  in  dealing  with  a 
British  subject,  while  they  displayed 
the  utmost  timidity  where  the  interests 
of  a  Foreign  Power  were  concerned. 
At  all  events,  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment had  adopted  a  very  difi'orent  policy 
in  regard  to  Th»  Bosphore  Egyptien 
from  that  which  they  had  adopted  in 
the  case  of  Mr.  Blunt.  So  much  for 
the  newspaper  question  ;  but  he  thought 

Lord  Randolph  Churchill 


it  was  a  point   upon   which  tho  noble 
Lord  ought  to  give  an  explanation  to  the  I 
Committee,  to  show  why  there  was  one  ■ 
measure  of  justice  for  a  Frenchman  and 
another  for  an  Englishman.     There  hadj 
been    some   talk    about    stopping    Th» 
Boaphore  Egyptien;   but  it  had,    never- 
theless, been  allowed  to  go  on.     Oheri" 
Pasha  proceeded,  in  his  charges  against ' 
Mr.  Blunt,  to  say — 

"  You  are  further  aware,  my  dear  Minister, 
of  the  ideoa  ho  tried  to  disseminata  in  the  couo- 
tr;  with  regard  to  the  foundation  of  an  Arabi 
Empire,  and  tho  imbecility  of  the  present  sys>] 
tem  of  government." 

It  would  be  perceived  that  Mr.  Blunt's 
great  crime  lay  in  the  last  sentence — the 
ideas  Mr.  Blunt  tried  to  disseminate  ii 
regard  to  the  imbecility  of  tho  present 
system  of  government,  and  that  was  thfl 
reason  why  Mr.  Blunt  was  to  be  kept] 
out  of  Egypt.     He  wanted  to  know  whyJ 
Tha  Times  Correspondent  had  not    alaol 
been  turned  out,  because  ever  since  tLo| 
Egyptian  troubles  begun  he  had  sounded 
one  trumpetonly — namely,  tho  imbecility! 
of  the  Government,  Native  and  British,  [ 
unable  to  decide  which   was  the  most  | 
imbecile.    The  imbecility  of  the  Govern- 
ment   was  not  only  the    talk   of   the 
Bazaar,  but  of  everybody  in  Egypt,  tho 
bui-den   of    the    song   in   which    every 
foreigner,   high  and  low  and  rich  and  1 
poor,  joined.     All  concurred  that  it  was  I 
impossible  to  produce  anything  except] 
in  the  shape  of  disunion.  Why  was  every-  [ 
body  allowed  to  tolk  about  the  imbecility] 
of  the  Government  of  Egypt,  while  Mr. 
Blunt,  who  went  out  in  a  blameless  and 
harmless  capacity,   was   to  be  the  one^ 
exception  to    the    rule,  and  not  to   be  I 
allowed  to  criticize  a  solitary  act  of  thaj 
Government?      Mr.    Blunt,    a    British  I 
subject,    had    been    forbidden    by    Sir] 
Evelyn  Baring  to  land  in  Egypt,  becauso  f 
he  had  expressed  a  strong  opinion  as  to 
imbecility  of   tho  Native   Government. 
Surely  this  was  a  nice  state  of  things,  1 
under  a  Liberal  British  Government  and 
a  Liberal  Prime  Minister.    Cherif  Pasha 
says — 

"  We  feel  ourselrea  all  tho  more  jaatified  inl 
acting  t)iua  in  the  present  coae,  because,  thAnksl 
to  the  calm  whicli  has  fallen   upon  ail  mindii,] 
and  to   tho  pei-fcct  tninqnillity    which    reign*] 
throughout  the  cinintr}-,  Ills  Highncsi.?  iuti'iida] 
to  order  the  immediate  Bupprpssioii  of  the  Spe« 
cial  Commissions  and  of  tho  Court  Martial  at 
Alexandria,  in  order  thus  to  snttr  upon  an  era 
of  peace  and  oonoord." 

Mr.  Blunt  was  kept   out  of  Egypt  in 
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aware,  no  pressure  had  been  put  on  Mr. 
Beaman  to  prevent  his  meeting  Mr. 
Blunt  on  board  the  China ;  but  tlio  fact 
remained  that  Mr.  Boanian  was  pre- 
vented from  seeing  Mr.  Blunt,  and  as 
the  people  at  Cairo  only  acted  on  the 
authority  of  Sir  Evelyn  Baring,  he 
(Lord  Randolph  Churchill)  declined  to 
accept  the  disclaimer  of  Sir  Evelyn 
Baring  in  a  matter  of  this  kind.  It  was 
a  matter  which  ought  to  receive  the 
direct  attention  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, in  order  to  decide  whether  Her 
Majesty's  subjeots  had  a  right  to  go  to 
Egypt.  If  all  persons  who  were  distaste- 
ful to  the  Egyptian  Government  were  to 
be  excluded  from  that  country  he  did  not 
know  where  the  matter  would  end.  He 
knew  of  no  country  where  such  an  arbi- 
trary course  had  been  adopted  except 
Bussia.  [An  hon.  Member  :  And  Ire- 
land.] He  did  not  know  that  it  was  the 
case  in  Ireland  ;  but  Eussia  was,  he 
thought,  the  only  country  in  which  such 
a  thing  could  occur.  Ho  believed  there 
were  people  who  had  been  kicked  out  of 
Bussia ;  but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  this  course  was  taken  in  Egypt 
in  an  era  of  peace  and  concord,  with 
perfect  tranquillity  reigning  throughout 
the  country.  In  order  to  show  how  low 
and  miserable  a  thing  a  British  sub- 
ject was,  it  was  only  necessary  to 
refer  to  the  treatment  accorded  by 
the  Egyptian  Government  to  Mr.  Wil- 
frid blunt.  He  thought  that  Mr.  Blunt 
was  entitled  to  ample  reparation  at 
the  hands  of  the  Egyptian  Government 
for  the  injury  which  had  been  done  to 
him. 

Mb. LABOUCHERE  said,  bethought 
that  the  facts  of  this  case  were  very  re- 
markable. "Without  exaggerating  them, 
what  were  they  ?  Mr.  Wilfrid  Blunt 
was  a  well-known  gentleman,  who  had 
taken  a  great  interest  in  Egyptian 
politics,  and  who  had  certain  views  of 
his  own  in  regard  to  them.  Mr.  Blunt 
had  always  stated  those  views  in  this 
country.  He  went  to  Ceylon  to  visit 
Arabi  and  other  exiles,  and  he  was  then 
told  that  he  would  not  be  allowed  to 
return  to  Egypt.  That  decision  was 
taken,  not  by  the  desire  of  Sir  Evelyn 
Baring,  but  by  that  of  Cherif  Pasha, 
and  it  was  subsequently  confirmed  by 
that  of  Nubar  Pasha.  It  came,  there- 
fore, practically  to  this — if  they  examined 
the  charges  it  would  be  seen  that  uo 
overt  act  was  complained  of  on  the  part 
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of  Mr.  Blunt.     No  doubt,  epiea  ncccom- 
panied  him,  who  watched  him   during 
the  night,  and  told  absurd  stories  of  his 
having    been    seen    talking   to   certain 
people  ;  but  if  hon.  Members  would  care- 
fully examine  the  despatches  they  would 
see  that  the  real  reason  why  Mr.  Blunt 
was  not  permitted  to  land  in  Egypt  again 
was  on  account  of  the  views  he  had  ex- 
pressed in  his  writings  in  this  country  in 
regard  to  Egyptian  policy.     What  did 
it  amount  to  ?    We  had  really  spent  a 
large  amount  of  money  for  the  benefit 
of  Egypt ;  and  we  had,  therefore,  a  dis- 
tinct interest  in  the  good  government  of 
the  country.    If  a  Frenchman,  or  a  Gor- 
man,   or    an   Austrian   were   to   go    to 
Egypt,  was  it  pretended  for  a  moment 
that  the   Egyptian   Government  would 
have    ventured   to   prevent    him    from 
landing  in  consequence  of  anything  ho 
might  have  written  in  regard  to  Egypt 
in  his  own  country,  or  because  he  had 
been  to  Ceylon  and  had  visited  Arabi  ? 
Therefore,   it  came  to   this — that  from 
the  mere  fact  of  our  spending  money  in 
Egypt,  and  having  an  Army  there,  any 
Austrian,  Frenchman,  or  German  might 
land,  but  an  Englishman  could  not  land, 
unless  he  was  in  accord  with  the  Egyp- 
tian Government  as  to  the  way  in  which 
the  Government  should  be  carried  on  in 
that  country.     If  he  were  to  go  there 
during  the  Recess,  with  his  hon.  Friend 
the   Member   for   Carlisle  (Sir  Wilfrid 
Lawson) — [An    hon.    Member:     Go.] 
'•Go,"  said  the  hon.  Member;  but  tbej 
could  not  go.     If  they  did,  they  would 
certainly  be  stopped  at  once.    There  wa 
nothing  Mr.  Blunt  had  said  which  he' 
and  his  hon.  Friend  had  not  said,  and 
they  had  even  said  much  more.     But  il 
they  went  to  Egypt  it  would  only  bo  tal 
find  spies  put  upon  them  and  to  got  in 
difliculties  with  the  Government.  Thou« 
sands  of  persons  in  this  country  entor^ 
tained  the  same  views    as   Mr.   Blunt 
There  was  one  thing  he  should  like  to 
know  definitely.     It  was  no  use  talking 
about  the  authority  of  the  Egyptian  GoW 
vernment.     It  was  the  authority  of  He 
Majesty's  Government.     Nothing  coulj 
be  done  without  our  authority ;  and  he* 
wished  to  know  if  it  had  come  to  this 
pass  in  Egjypt — that  every  Englishnuui 
was  to  be  stopped  from  landing  whoce 
views  did  not  tally  with   those  of  some 
Nubar  or  Cherif  or  other  Pasha,  who 
was  the  dummy,  for  the  time  being,  of 
the  English  Government  ? 
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Mr.  MITCHELL  HENET  said,  he 
had  asked   himself,  while  listening  to 
the  debate,  whether  some  hon.  Members 
who  had  spoken  regarded  with  proper 
weight  the  condition  of  things  in  Egypt, 
and  had  any  real  desire  to  ameliorate 
the  condition  of  that  country  ?     If  the 
House  of  Commons  was  to  be  deluded 
by    the    speeches    to   which  they  had 
just  listened  they  would  imagine  that 
Mr.  Wilfrid  Blunt,  as  an  Englishman, 
was  one  of  the   most  harmless  persons 
possible.     "Whatever  the  views  of  Mr. 
Blunt  might  be — and  to  some  extent 
he  had  always  shared  them — [Crw*  of 
"  Oh ! "]    Yes ;  he  had  certainly  shared 
the   desire  of  Mr.   Blunt  for  the  ad- 
vancement   of    the    Native    cause    in 
Egypt;  but  he  had  never  been  able' to 
associate  himself  with  the  means  Mr. 
Blunt  had   adopted   in  carrying   them 
out.  [An  hon.  Member  :  What  means  ?] 
If  hon.  Qentlemen  would  allow  him  to 
proceed  he  would   endeavour  to  make 
bis  statement  as  short  and  as  succinct  as 
he    could.     Mr.   Blunt's  great  offence 
was   this — that  his  policy  had  not  suc- 
ceeded,  and  that   Her   Majesty's   Go- 
vernment had  determined  not  to  adopt 
it ;  but,   on  the  contrary,  had  decided 
to    maintain    the     authority    of    the 
present  Khedive,    and    to    assist    him 
in  fulfilling  his  duties  towards  Egypt. 
The  Khedive  had  shown  courage  that 
would  have    been  remarkable  in  any 
man,    but   which    was    peculiar  in  an 
Egyptian.     He    was    accused    by   Mr. 
Blunt  of  many  shocking  crimes — crimes 
which  would  have  disgraced  a  common 
malefactor.     It  was  Mr.  Blunt  who  in- 
stigated the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
Woodstock  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill) 
in  bringing   forward    charges    against 
the  Khedive  in  that  House,  which  he 
had  utterly  failed  to  prove.     [^Criei  of 
"  No !  "J   He  appealed  to  the  conscience 
of  the  nation  and  to  the  good  sense  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  who  had  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  noble  Lord's 
statements  were  reckless   and  without 
foundation.   Well,  the  noble  Lord,  hav- 
ing  been  instigated  by  Mr.   Blunt  to 
make  these  statements,  now  came  for- 
ward in  the   House  of  Commons  and 
spoke  of  Mr.  Blunt  as  though  he  were  a 
person  who  could  do  no  mischief,  and 
who  desired  to  do  no  mischief  in  Egypt. 
Mr.  Blunt's  presence  in  Egypt  at  a  mo- 
ment when  he  was  returning  from  a  visit 
to  Arabi  Pasha  in  Ceylon  could  do  no- 


thing but  injury  to  the  cause  of  order  in 
Egypt.  The  Egyptians  could  never  be 
relieved  from  oppression  by  putting  them 
in  opposition  to  the  governing  power 
of  the  country.  No  doubt,  they  had 
been  oppressed  ;  but  they  would  not 
continue  to  be  oppressed  as  soon  as 
there  was  a  capable  Government  estab- 
lished in  the  country.  [^Fronieal  «A««r«.] 
Surely  the  efforts  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment were  directed  towards  the  estab- 
lishment of  good  order  and  freedom  in 
the  country.  It  was  all  very  well  for 
hon.  Members,  some  of  whom  had  never 
visited  Egypt,  to  make  a  jest  of  this 
statement ;  out  nations  like  Egypt  were 
not  to  be  compelled  into  freedom  all  at 
once.  Even  some  Members  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  at  a  critical  moment, 
did  not  always  know  how  to  act 
with  complete  propriety.  He  could 
only  trust  that  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment would  interrupt  everybody, 
whoever  he  might  be,  who  endeavoured 
to  disseminate  opinions  which  they  re- 
garded as  inimical  to  the  good  govern- 
ment of  Egypt ;  and  he  hoped  that  fur- 
ther experience  would  teach  even  Mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Commons  that 
well-regulated  liberty  depended  on  the 
observance  of  good  temper.  He  trusted 
that,  in  the  present  state  of  affairs  in 
Eg^pt,  having  at  heart  the  good  of  the 
Egyptian  people  as  well  as  any  hon. 
Member  of  that  House,  the  Home  Go- 
vernment would  assist  the  Egyptian  Go- 
vernment in  keeping  out  of  the  country, 
at  the  present  moment,  all  those  who 
wished  to  depose  the  Khedive.  [Cries 
of  "Ohl"l 

Sir  JOSEPH  M'KENNA  said,  he 
did  not  think  the  circumstance  whether 
Cherif  Pasha  or  Nubar  Pasha  was  the 
real  agent  in  the  matter  was  a  feature 
which  called  for  the  judgment  of  the 
House.  The  responsibility  would  have 
been  the  same,  and  the  course  pursued 
would  have  been  quite  as  justifiable,  if 
Sir  Evelyn  Baring  himself,  as  the  chief 
power  in  Egypt,  had,  for  reasons  best 
known  to  himself,  pronounced  that  Mr. 
Blunt  was  a  dangerous  British  subject, 
who  had  once  been  admitted  into  Egypt, 
but  who  ought  to  be  excluded  in  future. 
For  the  very  reason  that  English  in- 
terests were  paramount  and  must  be 
regarded.  Sir  Evelyn  Baring  might, 
under  certain  circumstances,  have  been 
justified  in  excluding  him.  At  the  same- 
time,  he  could  not  help  thinking  that 
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a  grave  indignity  had  been  inflicted  upon 
this  country  and  its  interests  in  exclud- 
ing an  Englishman  in  the  position  of 
Mr.  Blunt  from  Egypt  at  the  mere  bid- 
ding of  Cherif  Pasha  or  Nubar  Pasha, 
when  such  a  course  would  never  have 
been  dreamt  of  in  the  case  of  any  per- 
son entitled  to  the  protection  of  the 
French  or  German  Government.  He 
could  not  undertake  to  pronounce  an 
opinion  whether  Mr.  Blunt  ought  to  be 
excluded  from  Egypt.  If  he  were  a  bad 
subject ;  if  he  were  engaged  in  fostering 
rebellion  ;  if  he  were  acting  contrary  to 
the  policy  of  the  nation  which  was  pro- 
tecting Egypt,  he  admitted  that  under 
Buch  circumstances  it  would  bo  justifiable 
to  exclude  Mr.  Blunt,  but  not  upon  the 
fiction  of  putting  forwnrd  creatures  such 
as  Cherif  Pasha  and  Nubar  Pasha  must 
be  conceded  to  bo  to  bear  the  responsi- 
bility. He  held  it  to  be  a  serious  matter, 
and  contrary  not  only  to  British  but  to 
International  Law,  that  any  nation,  with- 
out assigning  a  good  and  proper  cause, 
should  endeavour  to  prevent  a  British 
subject  passing  along  the  high  road  of  the 
world  from  falling  atany  particularplace. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  :  After  the  re- 
ference which  has  been  made  to  me  by 
the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Wood- 
Btock  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill),  I  feel 
it  incumbent  on  me  to  say  a  few  words. 
The  noble  Lord  appears  to  have  been 
led  into  some  error.  Ho  thinks  that 
Mr.  Blunt  ought  not  to  have  been  ex- 
cluded from  Egypt,  and  he  further 
thinks  it  a  peculiar  hardship  that  Mr. 
Blunt  should  have  been  excluded  from 
Egypt  considering  the  circumstances 
under  which  he  went  there,  those  circum- 
stances, according  to  the  noble  Lord, 
being  that  the  journey  was  suggested 
by  Mr.  Knowles,  who  is  a  gentleman 
well  known  to  me,  who  possesses  my 
confidence,  and.  therefore,  that  the  visit 
of  Mr.  Blunt  to  Egypt  hail  mv  approval. 

LoHD  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL: 
I  said  that  it  raised  a  presumption. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE  :  The  noble  Lord 
now  says  that  the  circumstances  raised 
that  presumption.  The  noble  Lord  con- 
nects my  name  with  that  of  Mr.  Knowles, 
and  says  that  Mr.  Knowles  led  Mr. 
Blunt  to  believe  that  the  journey  which 
he  recommended  would  command  my 
approval.  Now,  so  far  as  Mr.  Knowles 
is  concerned,  I  have  had  some  pleasant 
intercourse  with  him,  and  I  hope,  under 
favourable  circumstances,  to  have  some 
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more.  I  am  not  at  all  ashamed  of  tba 
association  with  Mr.  Knowles  in  which 
the  noble  Lord  places  me ;  but  any  ac- 
count of  Mr.  Knowles  is  idle  without 
mentioning  the  fact  that  he  is  editor  of 
The Ninetttuth  Cetitury,  andheisno  doubt 
wise,  being  editor  of  7%*  Ninetetnth  Cetf 
tury,  to  make  the  most  of  that  position. 
Indeed,  he  is  the  editor  of  it  from  the 
crown  of  his  bead  to  the  sole  of  his  foot. 
In  every  day,  and  in  every  hour  of  his 
life,  whenever  you  find  that  Mr.  Knowles 
has  had  an  interview  with — be  it  Mr. 
Blunt  or  anybody  else — you  may  rely 
upon  it  that  the  upshot  and  aim  of  that 
interview  are  wholly  7Vi*  Nineteenth  Cen- 
tury. I  may  tell  the  noble  Lord  a  little 
more.  If  Mr.  Blunt  had  gone  to  Egypt 
and  had  satisfactorily  executed  his  pur- 
pose, and  returned  to  this  country,  Mr. 
Knowles  would  have  gone  to  him  and 
said  that  nothing  could  be  more  interest- 
ing than  an  article  by  Mr.  Blunt  in  TTtt 
Nineteenth  Century.  That  is  the  full  ex- 
planation of  the  course  taken  by  Mr. 
Knowles.  At  one  time  I  used  to  see  a 
great  deal  of  Mr.  Knowles ;  but  sinci'  I 
came  into  Office  my  opportunities  have 
been  very  limited  indeed,  and  I  do  not 
recollect  to  have  exchanged  any  opinions 
on  Egypt  with  Mr.  Knowles,  except, 
perhaps,  a  few  words  of  the  very  sligbt- 
est  importance.  I  now  turn  to  a  more 
ppvctonal  matter.  As  regards  Mr. 
IlnmiltoD,  the  question  is  rather  more 
serious,  for  Mr.  Hamilton  is  not  the 
editor  of  a  magazine,  and  ho  has  no 
purely  literary  purpose  in  view.  I  am 
very  glad  that  the  noble  Lord,  in  re- 
ferring to  Mr.  Hamilton,  did  justice  to 
his  character  as  a  Private  Secretary, 
and  to  his  claims,  which  cannot  be  too 
highly  estimated,  upon  my  gratitude  for 
the  services  ho  has  rendered  to  me.  It 
is  merely  a  question  of  memory  between 
Mr.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  Blunt ;  and  al- 
though we  may  presume  that  both  gen- 
tlemen are  incapable  of  the  slightest 
wilful  misrepresentation,  there  is  a  fun- 
damental difference  in  the  account  they 
give.  I  have  in  my  hand  a  little  me- 
morandum which  Mr.  Hamilton  wrote 
for  me  on  this  subject  a  couple  of  months 
ago  ;  but  I  never  read  it  until  within  the 
last  few  weeks,  when  I  learned  that  Mr, 
Hamilton  and  Mr.  Blunt  had  been 
friends.  I  will  not  say  that  they  are  not 
personal  friends  now,  but  they  had  been 
personal  friends ;  and  Mr.  Hamilton, 
considering  the  part  Mr.  Blunt  had  taken 
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to  prove  the  titter  millity  of  any  autho- 
rity now  exercised  by  the  Egyptian  Qo- 
yernment,  with  a  view  to  the  putting 
forward  of  that  which  they  really  desire 
—namely,  the  establishment  of  British 
dominion  in  Egypt.  That  is  perfectly 
intelligible,  and  I  quite  understand  all 
those  jeers.  I  fully  accept  them,  coming 
from  that  quarter.  They  are  impartiw 
in  their  nature.  There  is  a  motive 
power  in  them  which  is  aimed  at  the 
realization  of  certain  views.  But  the 
noble  Lord  just  now  observed,  and  ob- 
served with  perfect  truth,  that  the  jeers 
were  not  confined  to  that  side  of  the 
House.  I  think  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Carlisle  (Sir  Wilfrid  Law- 
son)  and  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton (Mr.  Labouchere)  Joined  in  those 
jeers ;  and  I  wish  to  say  a  serious  word 
to  my  hon.  Friends.  Do  they  wish  to 
realize  the  prospect  of  the  establishment 
of  British  dominion  in  Egypt?  [Sir 
WiUBTD  Lawson  :  No.")  They  do  not. 
Then  I  will  only  tell  them  that  ike  words 
they  nse,  and  the  jeers  they  make  use 
of,  apply  with  all  the  force  they  possess 
towards  the  establishment  of  that  state 
of  things.  I  have  ventured  to  express 
that  opinion  before  to  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Carlisle  (Sir  Wilfrid 
LawBon).  And  having  some  means  of 
forming  a  judgment,  I  tell  him  now, 
from  this  Bench,  that  those  who  desire 
the  establishment  of  British  dominion  in 
Egypt  have  no  more  efiective  ally  than 
hon.  Members  who  scoff  and  jeer  the 
statement  of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Galway  (Mr.  Mitchell  Henry), 
when  he  says  tbat  he  desires  the  main- 
tenance of  the  authority  of  the  Egyptian 
Government,  and  to  see  it  converted  into 
a  reality.  It  is  known  to  the  House, 
and  I  freely  admit  that  the  position  of 
England  in  Egypt  at  this  moment,  and 
the  heavy  responsibilities  with  which 
she  is  charged,  have  required,  in  our 
view,  that  we  should  assert  a  title  to  in- 
terpose in  matters  connected  with  the 
government  of  Egjrpt  where  we  consider 
it  absolutely  necessary  in  the  circum- 
stances in  which  we  stand.  But  that  is 
not  the  annihilation  of  the  Egyptian  Go- 
vernment. I  admit  it  freely,  that  if  we 
were  acting  in  a  spirit  of  disparagement 
towards  the  Egyptian  Government,  and 
that  if  our  object  was  to  undermine  their 
credit  and  dignity,  it  would  be  in  our 
power  to  do  so.  But  what  we  seek  is  to 
jimit  our  power  of  interference ;   and, 

Mr.  Gladttont 


therefore,  I  own,  it  is  a  matter  of  gprief 
and  astonishment  to  me,  whatever  may 
be  the  indications  which  come  from  other 
quarters  of  the  House,  to  hear  from 
Gentlemen  like  my  hon.  FriendB  the 
Member  for  Carlisle  (Sir  Wilfrid  Law- 
son)  and  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton (Mr.  Labouchere),  who  profess 
— and  I  must  believe  in  the  sincerity  of 
their  professions,  notwithstanding  ap- 
pearances and  the  danger  of  what  they 
say  and  do  in  this  House — to  entertain, 
a  desire  that  the  practical  domination  of 
England  shall  not  become  permanent  in 
Egypt  —  it  is  a  matter  of  grief  and 
astonishment  to  me  to  hear  the  jeers 
with  which  they  greeted  the  remarks  of 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Galway 
(Mr.  Mitchell  Henry).  I  have  thought 
it  necessary  to  say  this,  because  it  is 
with  us  a  sacred  duty  to  respect,  sls  far 
as  the  necessities  of  our  position  will 
permit,  the  independence  and  dignity  of 
the  Khedive.  I  admit  tbat  it  is  a  quali- 
fied independence,  and  that  every  oppor- 
tunity is  taken  for  disparaging  that  in- 
dependence ;  but,  still,  I  affirm  that  our 
sole  purpose  is  to  maintain  that  inde- 
pendence and  dignity  as  far  as  it  is  in 
our  power  to  permit  of  their  being  main- 
tained. And  I  must  say  that  we  are 
entitled  to  look  for  assistance,  and  not 
discouragement,  in  the  prosecution  of 
that  object,  from  my  hon.  Friends  the 
Member  for  Carlisle  (Sir  Wilfrid  Law- 
son)  and  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton (Mr.  Labouchere),  and  those 
who  think  with  them  on  this  and  other 
matters,  who  have  at  ail  times  professed 
a  warm  desire,  under  the  circumstances 
which  have  heretofore  existed,  to  limit 
the  scope  of  English  intervention,  and 
to  shorten  its  duration.  I  may  assure 
them  that  they  can  only  accomplish  that 
purpose  by  endeavouring  to  cherish  and 
foster  something  like  liberty  of  action 
on  the  part  of  the  Khedive,  and  I  con- 
fess that  I  should  have  expected  support 
and  encouragement  in  that  work  from 
that  quarter  of  the  House,  rather  than 

derision  and  jeers.  ■    

LoED  RANDOLPH  .CHURCHILL : 
I  hope  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  a  few 
words  by  way  of  explanation.  I  steted, 
in  the  first  instance,  that  I  did  not  put 
forward  the  statements  of  Mr.  Blunt  as 
my  own.  I  never  have  done  so.  I  said 
that  I  was  here  to  state  Mr.  Blunt's  case 
aa  well  as  I  could ;  but  I  never  intended 
to  put  it  forward  as  my  own.    But  ther^ 
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wished  to  join  the  Mahdi,  bat  who  was 
prevented  from  doing  bo  by  the  Ef^yp- 
tian  Government,  who  interfered  with  his 
movements  in  a  manner  which  was  cer- 
tainly quite  as  liable  to  excite  observa- 
tion as  anything  that  has  been  done  in 
the  case  of  Mr.  Blunt.  The  occasion  of 
the  interference  was  when  the  move- 
ments of  Mr.  O'Kelly  were  attracting 
some  attention  in  the  House.  I  was 
asked  a  Question  about  it  at  the  time, 
and  I  stated  that  this  French  gentleman 
— a  newspaper  Correspondent — was  pro- 
posing to  accompany  Mr.  O'Kelly  when 
he  was  stopped.  Only  to-day  I  stated, 
in  reply  to  a  Question  that  the  Egyptian 
law,  which  enables  foreigners  to  act  in 
a  certain  manner  in  reference  to  news- 
paper articles,  was  being  seriously  con- 
sidered with  a  view  to  its  alteration. 
The  whole  condition  of  the  Press  Law  in 
Egypt  has  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
Egyptian  Government;  and  a  Circular 
upon  the  subject  has,  I  believe,  been 
addressed  to  the  European  Powers.  No 
doubt  this  has  been  the  result  of  the 
impunity  which  has  hitherto  enabled 
foreigners  to  set  at  defiance  the  remon- 
strances of  the  Executive  Government. 

Mb.  M'COAN  said,  he  thought  the 
memory  of  the  noble  Lord  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  was  at  fault  when  he 
described  the  case  of  the  French  Cor- 
respondent as  one  which  was  analogous 
to  that  of  Mr.  Blunt.  It  was  the  case  of 
a  newspaper  Correspondent  who  desired 
to  join  the  Mahdi  in  company  with  Mr. 
O'Kelly.  The  Egyptian  Government 
stopped  both  of  them,  but  did  not  expel 
either  from  Egyi)t.  Consequently  there 
was  no  parallel  whatever  between  the 

two  C&80S 

Me.  ASHMEAD-BAETLETT  said, 
the  hon.  Member  for  Wicklow  (Mr. 
M'Coan)  had  anticipated  a  remark 
which  he  was  about  to  make.  It  was  per- 
fectly certain  that  there  was  only  the  most 
remote  analogy  between  the  case  of  the 
stopping  of  Mr.  O'Kelly  and  the  French 
Correspondent  at  Dongola,  and  that  of 
Mr.  Blunt.  The  Government,  in  this 
instance,  had  placed  themselves  in  a 
thoroughly  ridiculous  position.  It  was 
evident,  from  the  statements  of  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  Woodstock  (Lord 
Randolph  Churchill) — statements  which 
had  been  made  with  great  force  and 
truth — that  the  treatment  of  Mr.  O'Kelly 
and  the  Frenchman  bore  no  comparison 
with  that  of  Mr.  Blunt  by  Sir  Evelyn 

L»rd  £dm<md  I'HaaumriM 


Baring  and  the  Egyptian  Gh>Tenunent. 
There  was  nothing  novel,  however,  in 
the  facts  which  had  been  adduced.  Par- 
liament was  accustomed  to  see  British 
subjects  insulted  and  trampled  on,  their 
interests  despised,  their  rights  set  at 
defiance;  while  foreign  subjects,  backed 
up  by  their  own  Governments,  were 
allowed  any  amount  of  immunity.  He 
wished,  however,  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  to  the  remarkable  in- 
consistency of  the  statement  of  the  Prime 
Minister.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
informed  the  Committee  that  Mr.  Blunt 
was  stopped  because  his  entry  into 
Egypt  would  be  dangerous  to  the  order 
and  peace  of  that  country.  He  (Mr. 
Ashmead-Bartlett)  desired  to  say,  in  the 
first  place,  lest  the  few  remarks  he  had 
to  make  might  be  misunderstood,  that  he 
was  not  a  believer  in  Mr.  Blunt's  views 
with  regard  to  Egyptian  policy.  He 
thought  the  noble  Lord  had  well  de- 
scribed the  views  of  that  gentleman  as 
those  of  a  sentimentalist  and  an  en- 
thusiast; well  meaning,  no  doubt,  but 
mistaken  in  their  aims.  But  when  the 
Prime  Minister  gave,  as  a  reason  for  the 
interference  with  the  movements  of  a 
British  subject  in  Egypt,  that  that  inter- 
ference was  necessary  for  the  protection 
and  safety  of  the  country,  he  would  ask 
them  why  on  earth  they  had  been  so  un- 
willing to  send  a  teleg^m  to  that  gallant 
and  unfortunate  officer.  General  Hicks, 
forbidding  him  to  proceed  ?  Such  a  des- 
patch would  have  had  the  effect  of  saving 
that  officer  and  his  army  of  13,000  men, 
and  an  immense  amount  of  subsequent 
ruin  and  bloodshed.  \_A  laugh.']  The 
Prime  Minister  laughed.  He  did  not 
know  why  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
should  laugh.  Perhaps  he  was  about  to 
repeat  the  statement  he  had  made  once 
before,  in  reply  to  the  Leader  of  the  Op- 
position, that  he  had  heard  enough  of 
General  Hicks.  It  was  perfectly  no- 
torious that  if  that  unfortunate  officer 
had  acted  upon  his  own  ^news,  he 
would  not  have  started  upon  his  ill-fated 
expedition  ;  and  a  single  telog^m  sent 
to  Egypt  by  Her  Majesty's  Ministers 
would  have  stopped  him,  with  the  result 
of  saving  his  life,  and  securing  the 
safety  of  the  13,000  men  who  accom- 
panii*d  him.  Therefore,  he  (Mr.  Ash- 
mead-Bartlett} said  that  to  defend  the 
action  of  the  Government  in  the  case  of 
Mr.  Blunt  upon  the  necessities  of  Egypt, 
and  to  refuse  intervention  on  the  sams 
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wished  to  join  the  Mahdi,  but  who  was 
prevented  from  doing  so  by  the  Egyp- 
tian Government,  who  interfered  with  his 
movements  in  a  manner  which  was  cer- 
tainly quite  as  liable  to  excite  observa- 
tion as  anything  that  has  been  done  in 
the  case  of  Mr.  Blunt.  The  occasion  of 
the  interference  was  when  the  move- 
ments of  Mr.  O'Kelly  were  attracting 
some  attention  in  the  House.  I  was 
asked  a  Question  about  it  at  the  time, 
and  I  stated  that  this  French  gentleman 
— a  newspaper  Correspondent — was  pro- 
posing to  accompany  Mr.  O'Kelly  when 
he  was  stopped.  Only  to-day  I  stated, 
in  reply  to  a  Question  that  the  Egyptian 
law,  which  enables  foreigners  to  act  in 
a  certain  manner  in  reference  to  news- 
paper articles,  was  being  seriously  con- 
sidered with  a  view  to  its  alteration. 
The  whole  condition  of  the  Press  Law  in 
Egypt  has  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
Egyptian  Government;  and  a  Circular 
upon  the  subject  has,  I  believe,  been 
addressed  to  the  European  Powers.  No 
doubt  this  has  been  the  result  of  the 
impunity  which  has  hitherto  enabled 
foreigners  to  set  at  defiance  the  remon- 
strances of  the  Executive  Government. 

Mb.  M'COAN  said,  he  thought  the 
memory  of  the  noble  Lord  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  was  at  fault  when  he 
described  the  case  of  the  French  Cor- 
respondent as  one  which  was  analogous 
to  that  of  Mr.  Blunt.  It  was  the  case  of 
a  newspaper  Correspondent  who  desired 
to  join  the  Mahdi  in  company  with  Mr. 
O'Kelly.  The  Egyptian  Government 
stopped  both  of  them,  but  did  not  expel 
either  from  Egypt.  Consequently  there 
was  no  parallel  whatever  between  the 
two  cases. 

Mb.  ASHMEAD-BABTLETT  said, 
the  hon.  Member  for  Wicklow  (Mr. 
M'Coan)  had  anticipated  a  remark 
which  he  was  about  to  make.  It  was  per- 
fectly certain  that  there  was  only  the  most 
remote  analogy  between  the  case  of  the 
stopping  of  Mr.  O'Kelly  and  the  French 
Correspondent  at  Dongola,  and  that  of 
Mri  Blunt.  The  Government,  in  this 
instance,  had  placed  themselves  in  a 
thoroughly  ridiculous  position.  It  was 
evident,  from  the  statements  of  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  Woodstock  (Lord 
Randolph  Churchill) — statements  which 
had  been  made  with  great  force  and 
truth — that  the  treatment  of  Mr.  O'Kelly 
and  the  Frenchman  bore  no  comparison 
with  that  of  Mr.  Blunt  by  Sir  Evelyn 

Ltrd  Jidmond  FiUmauriM 


Baring  and  the  Egyptian  Government. 
There  was  nothing  novel,  however,  in 
the  facts  which  had  been  adduced.  Par- 
liament was  accustomed  to  see  British 
subjects  insulted  and  trampled  on,  their 
interests  despised,  their  rights  set  at 
defiance ;  while  foreign  subjects,  backed 
up  by  their  own  Governments,  were 
allowed  any  amount  of  immunity.  He 
wished,  however,  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  to  the  remarkable  in- 
consistency of  the  statement  of  the  Prime 
Minister.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
informed  the  Committee  that  Mr.  Blunt 
was  stopped  because  his  entry  into 
Egypt  would  be  dangerous  to  the  order 
and  peace  of  that  country.  He  (Mr. 
Ashmead-Bartlett)  desired  to  say,  in  the 
first  place,  lest  the  few  remarks  he  had 
to  make  might  be  misunderstood,  that  he 
was  not  a  believer  in  Mr.  Blunt's  views 
with  regard  to  Egyptian  policy.  He 
thought  the  noble  Lord  had  well  de- 
scribed the  views  of  that  gentleman  as 
those  of  a  sentimentalist  and  an  en- 
thusiast; well  meaning,  no  doubt,  but 
mistaken  in  their  aims.  But  when  the 
Prime  Minister  gave,  as  a  reason  for  the 
interference  witb.  the  movements  of  a 
British  subject  in  Egypt,  that  that  inter- 
ference was  necessary  for  the  protection 
and  safety  of  the  country,  he  would  ask 
them  why  on  earth  they  had  been  so  un- 
willing to  send  a  telegram  to  that  gallant 
and  unfortunate  officer.  General  Hicks, 
forbidding  him  to  proceed  ?  Such  a  des- 
patch would  have  had  the  effect  of  saving 
that  officer  and  his  army  of  1 3,000  men, 
and  an  immense  amount  of  subsequent 
ruin  and  bloodshed.  [.4  laugh.']  The 
Prime  Minister  laughed.  He  did  not 
know  why  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
should  laugh.  Perhaps  he  was  about  to 
repeat  the  statement  he  had  made  once 
before,  in  reply  to  the  Leader  of  the  Op- 
position, that  he  had  heard  enough  of 
General  Hicks.  It  was  perfectly  no- 
torious that  if  that  unfortunate  officer 
had  acted  upon  his  own  views,  he 
would  not  have  started  upon  his  ill-fated 
expedition  ;  and  a  single  telegram  sent 
to  Egypt  by  Her  Majesty's  Ministers 
would  have  stopped  him,  with  the  result 
of  saving  his  lite,  and  securing  the 
safety  of  the  13,000  men  who  accom- 
panied him.  Therefore,  he  (Mr.  Ash- 
mead-Bartlett) said  that  to  defend  the 
action  of  the  Government  in  the  case  of 
Mr.  Blunt  upon  the  necessities  of  Egypt, 
and  to  refuse  intervention  on  the  same 
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of  the  incomes  of  the  Miaisters  them- 
selves. Sir  Evelyn  Baring  had  in  this 
matter  played  only  a  subordinate  part, 
taking  his  cue  from  Downing  Street. 
He  had  not  dared  to  initiate  that  inde- 
pendent policy  which  ought  to  have 
commended  itself  to  his  judgment.  There 
was  evidence  in  the  Papers  that  Sir 
Evelyn  Baring  recommended  that  an 
expedition  should  be  sent  to  relieve  Ge- 
neral Gordon  as  early  as  March  last, 
although  he  had  previously  written 
against  it.  The  chief  charge  against  Sir 
Evelyn  Baring  was,  as  he  had  pointed 
out,  that  he  took  his  cue  from  Downing 
Street.  Finally,  he  asked  the  Committee 
to  consider  the  extraordinary  reasons 
gpiven  to  them  for  not  despatching  an 
expedition  to  the  relief  of  General 
Gordon.  In  drawing  attention  to  this 
point,  as  he  had  already  stated,  as  there 
was  to  be  a  debate  on  Egyptian  affairs, 
he  did  not  intend  to  go  into  the  ques- 
tion at  large.  The  reasons,  or  rather 
the  excuses,  put  forward  by  the  Govern- 
ment for  not  taking  action  in  this  matter 
were  so  unworthy,  and  he  ventured  to 
say  so  discreditable,  that  they  deserved 
special  attention  from  hon.  Members. 
The  statement  had  been  made  by  seve- 
ral Ministers  that  General  Gordon  had, 
at  a  certain  moment,  changed  his  policy, 
and  that  he  had  developed  a  policy  of 
going  out  of  his  way  to  attack  the  Mahdi. 
He  (Mr.  Ashmead-Bartlett)  admitted 
that  it  might  have  been  wiser  if  Gene- 
ral Gordon  had  concealed  his  intention  in 
those  periphrastic  mystifications  which 
the  Government  so  well  knew  how  to  em- 
ploy for  the  purpose  of  concealing  their 
meaning;  but  General  Gordon  was  a 
soldier,  and  said  exactly  what  he  meant. 
That  phrase  "smash  up  the  Mahdi" 
meant  nothing  that  was  not  necessary, 
in  his  judgment,  to  be  done  for  the 
peace  of  Egypt.  General  Gordon,  for  ob- 
vious reasons,  actually  tolerated  slavery; 
he  waited  till  he  was  besieged  in  Khar- 
toum until  he  took  any  measures  of  force. 
To  say  that  he  had  changed  his  policy  or 
attitude  was  a  gross  injustice  to  General 
Gordon  and  a  perversion  of  his  mean- 
ing. He  asked  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment what  else  they  were  doing  but  en- 
deavouring to  smash  up  the  Mahdi's 
followers  ?  "What  were  the  British 
Forces  doing  at  Wady  Haifa  and  As- 
souan, and  what  were  their  officers  at 
Suakin  and  other  places  doing,  but 
smashing  up  the  tribes  which  f(ulowed 

Mr.  AthnuoA-BartUtt 


the  Mahdi  P  He  would  not  more  the 
reduction  of  the  Yote  in  vie)r  of  the 
larger  debate  of  to-morrow ;  but  he 
hoped  that  Members  who  were  anxious 
to  begin  to  discuss  the  tactics  of  the 
Government  with  regard  to  General 
Gordon  would  not  find  that  they  had 
been  deprived  of  the  opportunity  of 
doing  so  by  the  unsatisfactory  way 
in  which  the  Government  had  arrang^ 
the  Business  of  the  House.  He 
trusted  that  the  Prime  Minister  would 
bear  in  mind  the  statement  made  by  him 
on  Saturday,  that  the  Vote  for  the  relief 
of  General  Gordon  and  for  the  restora- 
tion of  order  in  the  Soudan  would  be 
put  down  for  to-morrow.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  promised  that  a  special 
Vote  for  General  Gordon  would  be  put 
on  the  Paper,  distinct  from  any  other 
Vote  which  the  GK)vernment  might  have 
to  bring  forward,  in  order  to  pay  for  the 
destruction  of  property  at  Alexandria, 
or  on  account  of  the  other  blunders 
they  made  in  Egypt  upon  that  special 
Vote.  He  hoped  that  a  clear  statement 
would  be  made  by  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment as  to  this  question  of  relief  or 
non- relief  of  General  Gordon. 

Baeon  HENEY  DE  worms  said, 
he  was  hardly  disposed  to  sympathize 
with  Mr.  Blunt;  out  there  were,  no 
doubt,  many  Members  of  that  House 
who  would  agree  that  his  exclusion 
from  Egypt  was,  at  least,  very  extra- 
ordinary. It  would  be  in  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  Committee  that  some  years 
ago  Lord  Falmerston  introduced  into 
the  House  a  Bill  called  the  Conspiracy 
Bill,  which  had  for  its  object  to  obtain 
powers  for  excluding  from  this  country 
persons  deemed  to  be  dangerous  con- 
spirators. Now,  the  measure  which  had 
been. adopted  by  the  Government  of  the 
Khedive,  and  which  had  received  the 
direct  sanction  of  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment, savoured  of  the  natiire  of  that 
Conspiracy  Bill,  because  the  worst  that 
anyone  had  said  of  Mr.  Blunt  was  that 
he  was  a  person  who  was  intriguing 
against  the  Government  of  the  Khedive ; 
and  for  that  reason  he  had  been,  no 
doubt,  excluded  from  Egypt,  not  by  the 
Government  of  the  Khedive ;  but  by  the 
direct  action  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment. He  did  not  know  whether  any 
previous  speaker  had  called  attention 
to  the  details  in  the  Papers  laid  upon 
the  Table ;  but  they  certainly  seemed  to 
be  worthy  of  attention.    If  the  Govern- 
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ment  of  the  Khedive,  oonsideriog  that 
the  BWJtion  of  Mr.  Blunt  was  of  a  dan- 
gerous kind,  had  endeavoured  to  prevent 
him,  by  warning  or  otherwise,  from 
coming  back  to  Egypt,  it  would  not 
have  been  open  to  them  to  take  that 
step ;  and  however  much  the  Govern- 
ment of  this  country  wished  the  exclu- 
sion of  Mr.  Blunt,  they  would  have 
entered  a  protest  against  the  action  of 
the  Egyptian  Government.  Sir  Evelyn 
Baring,  believing  there  was  some  ille- 
gality on  the  part  of  the  Egyptian  Go- 
vernment, telegraphed  to  Earl  Granville 
for  instructions  as  to  the  course  be  was 
to  take ;  and  the  answer  which  he  re- 
ceived from  the  noble  Earl  was  singu- 
larly diplomatic  ;  it  said  nothing,  but 
meant  a  great  deal.  "You  may  ab- 
stain," said  Enrl  Granville,  "from  op- 
posing the  action  of  the  Egyptian  Go- 
vernment ; "  which  was  the  same  as 
Baying — "  We  do  not  think  you  should 
sanction  it ;  but  we  think  you  should 
take  the  responsibility  of  objecting  to 
it."  But,  after  that,  another  despatch 
had  been  sent  by  Sir  Evelyn  Baring  to 
Earl  Granville,  saying  that  he  proposed 
to  forward  a  copy  of  Nubar  Pasha's 
letter  to  Mr.  Blunt,  and  should  be  glad 
to  receive  instructions  as  to  whether  the 
letter  met  with  the  approval  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government.  Well,  the  answer 
to  that  was  in  terms  equally  extraordi- 
nary ;  instead  of  replying  tlmt  the  action 
of  Nubar  Pasha  was  sanctioned  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  Earl  Granville 
said — "Act  as  you  propose  in  your  tele- 
gram with  regard  to  Mr.  Blunt."  But, 
as  a  matter  of  fact.  Sir  Evelyn  Baring 
had  made  no  proposal  at  all  with  reganl 
to  Mr.  Blunt.  He  would  leave  that 
matter  to  the  consideration  of  the  Com- 
mittee. He  maintained  that  this  ques- 
tion was  not  merely  one  as  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  a  British  subject  by  the  arbitrary 
act  of  a  Foreign  Government,  nn  act 
which  the  Attorney  General  said  was 
always  to  be  regarded  with  the  greatest 
suspicion,  and  to  be  guarded  against 
with  the  greatest  care — it  was  the  exclu- 
sion of  a  British  subject  with  the  con- 
currence of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
and  as  such  the  Committee  ought  to  re- 
gard it.  The  position  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  this  matter  he  held  to  be  mis- 
chievous and  absurd.  He  thought  the 
case  was  even  worse  than  that  which  he 
had  brought  forward  in  that  House  on 
a  former  occasion.     This  action  of  the 


Government  could  only  compare  with 
their  action  in  the  case  of  the  crew  of 
the  Nisero  and  with  their  abandonment 
of  General  Gordon.  It  appeared  that 
the  Government  had  failed  to  recognize 
the  Constitutional  principle  that  a  Britiah 
subject  was  entitled  to  the  protection  of 
the  British  Government. 

Mr.  I..\B0UCHERE  asked  for  some 
explanation  of  the  law  stated  by  the 
Attorney  General  with  reference  to  the 
exclusion  of  Mr.  Blunt  from  Egypt.  Ha 
had  always  supposed  that  when  a  Go- 
vernment  acted  beyond  the  law  it  acted 
arbitrarily.  That  was  precisely  what 
the  Egyptian  Government  had  done  in 
this  case.  But  they  had  duno  more  than 
that — they  had  acted  directly  contrary  to 
tho  law.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gtmtle- 
man  asked,  \NTiat  law  ?  The  answer 
was  the  Capitulations.  By  the  Capitu- 
lations every  foreigner  had  a  right  to 
land  in  Egypt,  to  trade  and  live  there, 
and  to  be  judged  by  particular  tribunals. 
Therefore,  if  this  case  had  occurred  to 
any  other  foreigner,  that  foreigner  would 
only  have  had  to  go  to  his  own  Govern- 
ment and  claim  that  they  should  inter- 
fere in  hia  behalf  in  accordance  with  the 
Capitulations;  and  Mr.  Blunt  had  just 
the  same  right  as  any  other  Englishman 
to  go  to  the  Foreign  OfiBco,  and  to  ask 
why  in  his  case  the  Capitulations  were 
not  to  be  enforced.  Mr.  Blunt  had  a 
Treaty  and  legal  right  to  land  in  Egypt ; 
and  when  the  Egyptian  Government  re- 
fused to  allow  him  to  do  so,  they  acted 
contrary  to  law,  and  in  an  arbitrary 
manner. 

Mr.  M'COAN  said,  he  could  speak 
with  personal  knowledge  on  this  matter. 
He  had  a  very  intimate  acquaintance 
with  the  Capitulations  ;  and  he  begged 
to  say  that  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton (Mr.  Labouchere)  was  perfectly 
right  in  the  statement  he  had  just  made. 
He  knew  that  by  the  Capitulations  which 
were  in  operation  in  both  Turkey  and 
Egypt  any  Englishman  had  full  right  to 
laud  in  any  part  of  the  latter  country,  and 
to  live  and  trade  there  as  long  as  he  liked. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Henry  James)  said,  his  statement  had 
been  that  his  recollection  of  the  Capitu- 
lations was  that  every  English  subject 
observing  the  law  of  the  country  had  a 
right  to  remain  in  the  country.  There- 
fore, if  there  were  no  objections  to  Mr. 
Blunt's  conduct,  he  would  have  a  cause 
of  complaint  against  the  Egyptian  Go- 
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vemment,  which  he  could  put  forward 
through  the  Consul  General  in  Egypt. 
But,  as  to  whether  Mr.  Blunt  had  made 
any  complaint,  he  knew  nothing.  Nor 
did  ho  know  whether  there  was  sufficient 
ground  for  the  exclusion  of  Mr.  Blunt, 
although,  as  to  the  principle  on  which 
his  right  to  land  in  Egypt  rested,  he 
thought  there  was  no  question  what- 
ever. Sir  Evelyn  Baring  had  consulted 
Mr.  Gookson,  the  man  who  in  all  Egypt 
was  best  qualified  to  advise  on  the  sub- 
ject; and  it  was  after  Mr.  Cookson's 
advice  had  been  received  that  Sir  Evelyn 
Baring  took  the  coarse  which  he  had 
pursued. 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL 
said,  he  did  not  think  it  right  that  the 
Attorney  General  should  hold  up  Mr. 
Gookson  to  cover  his  deficient  knowledge 
of  the  law. 

LoKD  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE 
said,  that  Mr.  Gookson  had  been  con- 
sulted, and  that  there  was  no  justification 
for  saying  that  Mr.  Gookson  concurred  in 
the  view  put  forward  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Northampton  (Mr.  Labouchere) 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  Wicklow  (Mr. 
M'Coan). 

Mb.  M'COAN  asked  if  the  noble  Lord 
would  take  upon  himself  the  responsi- 
bility of  saying  that  Mr.  Gookson  was 
of  opinion  that  under  the  Capitulations 
Mr.  Blunt  was  not  entitled  to  land  in 
Egypt  ?  He  had  known  that  gentleman 
for  many  years  at  Constantinople;  he 
knew  the  extent  of  his  authority  in  a 
question  of  this  kind  ;  and  while  he 
might,  without  presumption,  set  his  own 
experience  against  that  of  Mr.  Gookson, 
he  ventured  to  affirm  that  Mr.  Gookson 
could  never  have  advised  that  Mr.  Blunt 
had  not  a  right  under  the  Capitulations 
to  land  and  attend  to  his  affairs  in 
Egypt.  If  he  could  give  such  advice, 
he  was  little  fit  for  the  office  of  Consul 
and  Judge. 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE 
said,  he  believed  that  Mr.  Gookson  had 
been  consulted  by  Sir  Evelyn  Baring 
with  regard  to  the  subject  generally. 
Similar  powers  to  those  exercised  by 
the  Egyptian  Government  it  was  well 
known  had  been  exercised  in  Turkey, 
foreigners  having  been  excluded  from 
that  country  in  exactly  the  same  manner 
as  Mr.  Blunt  had  been  excluded  from 
Egypt.  The  position  under  the  Capi- 
tulationB  was  that  certain  rights  were 
given    to  foreign   subjects ;    but    they 
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were  contingent  upon  the  rights  not 
being  abused.  It  was  improbable  that 
any  Government  would  g^ve  a  ge- 
neral power  to  foreigners  to  land  and 
abuse  their  laws.  No  State  could  exist 
for  any  length  of  time  with  such  a  law 
in  operation.  There  were  in  Egypt 
certain  well-recognized  rights  of  fo- 
reigners who  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  the 
Capitulations,  on  condition  that  their 
privileges  were  not  abused.  If  a  man 
thought  he  had  been  unjustly  treated 
he  had  a  right  to  appeal  to  his  Consul ; 
but  the  Consul  was  not  under  an  obli- 
gation to  extend  his  protection  to  fo- 
reigners who  abused  their  rights. 

Mr.  BOUBEE  said,  that  the  case  put 
by  the  noble  Lord  was  that  if  a  foreigner 
landed  in  Turkey  or  any  other  country 
and  abused  his  privileges  he  was  not 
entitled  to  protection  from  his  Consul ; 
but  that  was  not  the  case  with  Mr. 
Blunt,  who  had  been  prevented  from  land- 
ing, and  had,  therefore,  had  no  oppor- 
tunity of  abusing  his  privileges.  There 
could  have  been  no  abuse  of  privileges 
by  Mr.  Blunt ;  and  he  gathered  from 
the  Papers  that  he  was  excluded  from 
Egypt  not  on  account  of  anything  he 
had  done  there,  but  for  something -he 
had  done  in  England. 

Babon  HENRY  DB  WORMS  said,  it 
could  not  have  been  clear  that  Mr. 
Blunt  was  properly  excluded  from  Egypt, 
because  Sir  Evelyn  Baring  wrote  to  Earl 
Granville  in  these  words — 

"  Can  the  Egyptian  Government,  acting 
through  its  own  officers,  prevent  an  English 
subject  landing  in  Egypt,  or  must  they  act 
through  the  Consular  authorities  P  I  am  unable 
here  to  obtain  any  satisfactory  answer  to  this 
question,  and  I  beg  your  Lordship  will  be  so 
good  as  to  furnish  me  with  instructions  as  to 
now  I  am  to  act." 

If  the  Capitulations  were  so  clear,  Sir 
Evelyn  Baring  would  have  been  able  to 
ascertain  in  Egypt  whether  Mr.  Blunt 
could  land  or  not. 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE: 
I  said  Mr.  Blunt  had  no  right  to  plead 
the  Capitulations  when  he  had  abused 
the  privileges  conferred  upon  foreigners 
under  them. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  said,  he 
thought  the  subject  of  Mr.  Blunt's 
exclusion  from  Egypt  had  been  well 
threshed  out ;  and,  therefore,  he  would 
ask  a  question  of  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  on  a  subject 
of  more  importance.  He  referred  to  the 
Slave  Trade  in  Egypt,  and  he  asked  the 
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noble  Lord  vhether  the  execution  of  the 
Oonvention  with  regard  to  it  was  coming 
into  e£fect  on  the  17th  of  August,  1884  ? 
He  had  already  addressed  a  very  plain 
question  on  this  subject  to  the  noble 
Lord ;  but  the  answer  which  he  received 
had  somewhat  obscured  the  position. 
The  proposition  of  the  Earl  of  Dufferin 
not  only  declared  that  slavery  should  be 
prohibited,  but  that  it  should  be  al- 
together abolished.  Sir  Evelyn  Baring 
was  of  a  contrary  opinion,  and  he  ex- 
pressed himself  to  that  effect  in  a  des- 
patch which  the  noble  Lord  had  referred 
to.  But  the  question  he  had  put  to  the 
noble  Lord  on  a  former  occasion  was  as 
to  whether  it  was  intended  by  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  to  press  upon  the 
Khedive  of  Egypt  to  give  effect  not  to 
the  proposal  of  the  Earl  of  Dufferin,  to 
which  Sir  Evelyn  Baring  was  unfavour- 
ably inclined,  but  to  the  original  Con- 
vention now  standing,  and  the  Decree  of 
the  Egyptian  Government,  by  which  the 
trade  in  human  beings  would  become 
unlawful,  and  prohibited  under  the  se- 
verest penalties  on  the  17th  of  August, 
1884.  He  expressed  an  earnest  hope 
that  the  noble  Lord,  in  the  answer 
which  he  gave  to  this  inquiry,  would 
not  throw  any  doubt  on  the  state  in 
which  the  law  in  Egypt  would  be  on 
that  date  in  reference  to  slavery.  He 
hoped  the  noble  Lord  the  Under  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
would  be  able  to  assure  them  that  the 
answer  he  had  previously  given  did 
not  imply  a  doubt  that  the  British 
Government  would  be  less  zealous  than 
they  would  have  been  if  they  had  not 
been  in  Egypt  at  all.  He  trusted  the  noble 
Lord  would  be  able  to  assure  the  Com- 
mittee that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
would  impress  on  the  Khedive  of  Egjrpt 
the  obligation  which  rested  on  him,  under 
the  Decrees  which  would  come  into  force 
on  the  I7th  of  the  present  month,  de- 
ferring to  the  subject,  the  Earl  of 
Dufferin  had  stated  that,  with  regard  to 
Eg^pt  Proper,  under  the  Convention  of 
seven  years  ago,  the  selling  of  slaves 
from  family  to  family  would  cease  on 
the  17th  of  August,  1884 ;  and  then, 
assuming,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that 
the  Convention  would  come  into  effect, 
the  Earl  of  Dufferin  went  on  to  say 
that  we  should  press  the  Egyptian  Go- 
vernment to  inflict  the  heaviest  pos- 
sible punishment  in  case  of  a  violation 
of  the  Convention.  He  (Sir  George 
Campbell)  had  only  now  to   ask  the 
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noble  Lord  if  it  was  intended  that  the 
Convention  and  its  Annexes  would  come 
into  force  in  Egypt  on  the  17th  of  the 
present  month ;  and  if  the  Government 
were  prepared  to  press  the  Khedive  of 
Egypt  to  give  full  effect  to  the  Conven- 
tion ?  This  was  a  question  of  the  utmost 
importance  in  the  interests  of  humanity ; 
by  the  Oonvention  a  great  step  was 
taken  towards  the  abolition  of  slavery. 
They  were  now  in  a  position  to  press 
the  execution  of  the  Convention  upon 
the  Khedive  with  greater  authority  and 
power  than  they  would  have  been  were 
they  not  in  possession  of  the  country ; 
and  therefore  he  hoped  the  noble  Lord 
would  at  once  tell  the  Committee  that 
his  words  were  not  intended  to  derogate 
the  authority  of  this  Convention. 

Mr.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT  said, 
the  hon.  Gentleman  (Sir  George  Camp- 
bell) who  had  asked  the  question  that 
night  about  the  subject  of  slavery,  and 
who  had  now  re-introduced  the  subject, 
had  done  public  service  in  bringing  for- 
ward this  great  question  of  slavery  in 
connection  with  Egypt ;  but  if  the  hon. 
Gentleman  expected  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  were  g^ing  to  do  anything 
to  diminish  slavery  in  Egypt,  or  to  do 
away  with  it  altogether,  he  would  be 
gprievously  disappointed.  He  would  be 
put  off  with  vague  phrases  and  promises. 
He  (Mr.  Ashmead  -  Bartlett)  thought 
the  country  would  notice  with  surprise 
what  he  ventured  to  call  the  hypocrisy 
of  two  of  the  Ministers  of  the  Crown, 
not  in  that  House,  who  attended  the 
great  anti-alavery  meeting  at  the  Guild- 
hall the  other  day,  and  made  fine 
speeches  in  favour  of  the  abolition  of 
slavery  all  over  the  world,  while  the  Go- 
vernment had  been  doing  their  utmost 
to  encourage  slavery  of  the  most  cruel 
and  abominable  kind  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  Soudan,  and  to  tolerate  it 
in  Egypt.  How  many  thousand  persons 
had  been  subjected  to  cruel  slavery  and 
outrage  in  oonsequence  of  the  conduct  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government  during  the 
past  two  years?  The  noble  Lord  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  might  possibly  say  these  were 
vague    observations;    but     he    would 

give  the  strongest  possible  proof  that 
le  policy  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment with  regard  to  Egypt  and  the 
Soudan,  had  promoted,  and  would 
oontinue  to  promote  slavery,  although 
Earl  Granville  and  the  Earl  of  Derby 
attended  the  Guildhall    meetings   and 
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shook  to  religion  in  Italy,  and  directed 
against  religion  at  large;  but  they 
freely  acknowledged  that  Catholics  in 
England  and  Ireland  and  elsewhere 
throughout  the  British  Empire  had  no 
claim  upon  Her  Majesty's  Government 
to  interfere  for  the  protection  of  Italian 
Oatholios  on  a  question  of  Italian  na- 
tional religious  institutions ;  but  it  was 
an  institution  of  a  totally  different  de- 
scription which  had  been  assailed  by  the 
Itahan  Government  of  late — it  was  an 
institution  partaking  of  the  international 
character  of  the  Papacy  which  had  been 
assailed.  The  institution  of  the  Pro- 
paganda was  not,  and  never  had  been, 
merely  or  mainly  concerned  with  the 
Catholic  religion  in  Italy  and  for 
Italians — it  had  been  mainly  concerned 
with  the  Catholic  religion  throughout 
the  world,  in  the  British  Empire  as 
much  as  elsewhere,  and,  in  fact,  in  the 
British  Empire  more  than  in,  perhaps, 
all  the  other  nations  of  the  world.  It 
was  an  institution,  in  the  first  place,  for 
promoting  the  missionary  enterprize  for 
the  conversion  of  the  heathen ;  and,  in 
the  second  place,  an  institution  for  carry- 
ing on,  and  aiding  the  carrying  on,  the 
Catholic  religion  in  all  countries.  Its 
f^nds  had  been  supplied  by  the  contri- 
butions of  Catholics  throughout  the 
whole  world,  the  endowments  were 
formed,  and  the  securities  for  their  pro- 
ductive investment  were  taken  and  es- 
tablished entirely  with  a  view  to  its  in- 
ternational character.  The  Propaganda 
was  founded,  in  a  geographical  sense, 
on  Italian  soil,  which  was  now  under  the 
established  Government  of  the  Sardinian 
dynasty  ;  but  the  creation  of  a  temporal 
Gfovemment  in  Italy  in  no  way  took 
away  the  international  character  of  the 
great  institution  which  long  preceded 
the  Sardinian  dynaoty  in  Italy.  It  was 
necessary  for  the  world  before  the  Sar- 
dinian dynasty  was  established,  and  it 
was  just  as  necessary  for  the  world  to- 
day ;  it  was  an  institution  which  in  an 
especial  degree  concerned  the  Catholic 
■ubjects  of  Her  Majesty  in  the  British 
Empire,  and  that  simply  arose  from  the 
fact  of  the  enormous  Colonial  Empire 
ruled  by  Her  Majesty.  Throughout 
India,  throughout  large  portions  of  the 
British  Empire,  in  consequence  of  the 
historic  circumstances  at  home,  millions 
of  Catholics  had  been  and  were  vastly 
dependent  upon  the  discharge  and  full 
liberty  of  the  teaching  functions  of  their 
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Church — ^npon  the  complete  liberty  of 
the  institution  of  the  Sacred  Congrega- 
tion of  the  Propaganda.  Now,  the  hon. 
Member  for  Clonmel  (Mr.  A.  Moore) 
brought  this  question  forward  in  the 
House  on  two  occasions  in  February 
last,  and  called  the  attention  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  the  gravity  of 
the  proceedings  that  were  about  to  take 

Slace  in  Italy ;  and,  in  reply,  the  Prime 
[inister  expressed  himself  with  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  that  large  and  copious 
language  which,  perhaps,  was  the  most 
useful  kind  of  language  for  giving  ex- 
pression to  opinions  that,  for  one  reason 
or  another,  it  was  not  desirable  too  de- 
finitely to  express.  But,  at  any  rate,  one 
promise  was  made  by  the  Premier  on 
the  1 8th  of  February  last — namely,  that 
the  British  Ambassador  in  Italy  would 
take  every  opportunity  to  maintain  and 
support  the  claims  of  the  Catholic  sub- 
jects of  Her  Majesty's  Government.  On 
that  occasion,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said  that — 

"  Sir  John  Lamley  will  be  instmcted  to  dm 
his  good  offices  in  the  matter,  in  caae  he  should 
■ee  any  opening  for  that  pnipose." —  (3  Han- 
tmrd,  [184]  1200.) 

"Whether  openings  for  that  purpose  had 
occurred  or  not,  there  was  issued  the 
other  day  a  Decree  of  the  Italian  High 
Court  bringing  the  construction  of  the 
Propaganda  under  the  ordinary  law 
with  rogard  to  Ecclesiastical  Corpora- 
tions in  Ireland.  That  Decree  had  been 
in  operation  ever  since,  and  at  any  time 
since  the  British  Government  was  aware 
of  the  strength  of  feeling  of  all  Catholics 
on  the  subject  the  British  Ambassador 
could  and  ought  to  have  made  serious 
representations  on  the  matter.  Instead 
of  any  representations  having  been  made, 
the  Premier  to-day  reiterated,  but  in  a 
somewhat  different  form,  the  answer  he 
gave  last  week,  the  gist  of  which  was 
that  the  British  Ambassador  had,  down 
to  the  present,  done  no  single  thing 
whatever  towards  safeguaraing  the 
rights  of  the  Catholics  at  large,  and  of 
British  Catholics  in  particular,  on  the 
international  question  of  the  interna- 
tional institution  of  the  Propaganda. 
To-day  the  language  of  the  Premier 
certainly  displayed  an  improvement 
upon  his  former  answers,  because  to- 
day he  distinctly  expressed  the  opinion 
that  the  whole  question  was  an  Italian 
legal  question  ;  his  answer  implied  that 
the  whole  importance  of  this  inatitutioa 
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such  express  declaration,  while  in  regard 
to  tlie  positive  statement,  which  he 
understood  the  hon.  Memhor  had  found 
in  the  despatch,  and  which,  to  a  certain 
extent,  had  disturbed  his  mind,  all  he 
could  say  was,  speaking  from  recollec- 
tion, that  tliere  was  nothing  in  the  de- 
spatch at  nil  to  show  that  there  was  any 
desire  or  intpntion  to  suspend  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Khedival  Decree.  All  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government  could  do  was 
to  impress  on  the  Egyptian  Oovernraent 
to  do  whatever  was  possible  under  the 
circumstances;  and  his  hon.  Friend  might 
be  perfectly  certain  that  whatever  could 
be  done  by  the  Government  towards  the 
abolition  of  slavery  would  be  done.  It 
was  not  likely  that  in  the  year  that  this 
country  had  been  celebrating  thejubilee 
of  the  abolition  of  slavery  there  would 
be  any  laxity  on  the  part  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers  in  using  whatever  in- 
fluence they  had  upon  Foreign  and 
Colonial  authorities  to  secure  an  aboli- 
tion of  those  practices,  which  were  so 
repugnant  to  every  Engliihmnn,  no 
matter  to  what  Party  he  belonged.  He 
could  only  express  regret  that  upon  such 
a  question  as  this  of  slavery  the  hon. 
Member  for  Eye  (Mr.  Ashinead-Bartlett) 
'was  not  able  to  resist  the  temptation  to 
indulge  in  a  violent  attack  on  the  Go- 
vernment. The  hon.  Gentleman  had 
used  the  word  "  hypocrisy  "  —  [Mr. 
AsniiE-AD  -  Baktlett  :  Hear,  hear  .J  — 
and  now  he  cried  "Hoar,  hear  !  "  Surely, 
after  all,  the  hon.  Member  must  know 
that  in  regard  to  this  question  of  slavery 
there  was  no  division  of  Party  at  all ; 
and  when  he  accused  the  Government  of 
hypocrisy  in  this  matter — [Mr.  AsuMiiAD- 
Bautlett:  Two  Minister.^.]— well,  two 
of  the  most  important  Ministers — Earl 
Granville  and  the  Earl  of  Durb}' — he 
could  not  seriously  mean  what  he  said. 
Earl  Granville  and  the  Earl  of  Derby 
liad  both  exerted  themselves  in  every 
way  to  promote  the  abolition  of  slavery. 
If  it  were  in  Order  for  him  so  to  do,  he 
could  with  perfect  ease  show  that  during 
the  time  Earl  Granville  had  presided  at 
the  Foreign  Office,  he  had  exerted  him- 
self in  the  cause  of  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  a  way  Which  entitled  him  to 
the  gratitude  of  every  man. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  explained 
that  his  mind  was  not  at  all  disturbed 
by  the  despatch  of  Sir  Evelyn  Baring  ; 
but  it  was  disturbed  by  the  answer 
which  the  noble  Lord  gave  him  earlier  in 
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the  evening ;  and  it  was  somewhat  more 
disturbed  by  the  observations  the  noble 
Lord  had  just  addressed  to  the  Com- 
mittee. The  Question  he  had  asked  was 
whether  the  Convention  was  to  bo  put  in 
force  on  the  17th  of  August  or  not,  and 
the  noble  Lord  had  said  Her  Majesty's 
Government  would  do  the  best  they 
could  in  the  matter  ;  a  plain  answer  was 
not  returned  to  a  plain  question.  He 
merely  asked,  and  he  hoped  the  noble 
Lord  would  aaswor  him,  "Tes"  or 
"  No,"  was  it  or  was  it  not  the  intention 
of  the  Government  that  the  Convention 
solemnly  entered  into  in  1877  was  to 
come  into  force,  as  arranged,  on  the  17th 
of  August  ? 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE: 
The  question  is  under  the  consideration 
of  Her  Majo.sty's  Government. 

Mr.  O'DONNELL  said,  he  wished  to 
take  the  advantage  of  this  Vote  to  call 
attention  to  what  he  considered  the  sia- 
gidar  neglect  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment and  of  the  Ambassador  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  in  Italy  to  safe- 
guard to  the  best  of  their  ability  the  in- 
ternational rights  of  the  Catholic  sub- 
jects of  Her  Majesty  involved  in  the 
imfounded  spoliation  of  the  Propaganda. 
Now,  on  a  consideration  of  this  question, 
they  must  bear  in  mind  two  very  dif- 
forunt  and  distinct  matters — namely,  the 
position  of  the  national  Catholic  institu- 
tions in  Italy,  and  the  position  of  the 
international  Catholic  institutions  in 
Italy.  Now,  to  take  an  example  of  the 
former,  let  them  take  at  once,  say,  the 
monastic  institutions  established  in  Italy 
on  Italian  soil  for  the  special  service  of 
Italian  people,  and  supported  and  en- 
dowed out  of  Italian  funds,  and  for  local 
Italian  objects.  Like  every  Catholic, 
and  he  hoped  like  every  honest  man,  no 
matter  what  his  religious  belief  might 
be,  he  held  that  the  confiscation  of 
national  religious  institutions  was  none 
the  less  robbery  though  it  might  be  doue 
accordingto  certain  Purliamentaryforms. 
With  regard  to  the  national  Italian  insti- 
tutions, he  could  not  help  thinking  that  the 
way  in  which  they  had  been  robbed  by 
the  Italian  Government  was  most  un- 
jusfifiable  and  iniquitous  in  the  extreme ; 
but  the  Catholic  subjects  of  Her  Majesty 
made  no  claim  on  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment to  interfere  in  respect  to  Italian 
national  institutions,  even  though  of  a 
religious  character.  Tlioir  spoliation 
was  considered  by  Catholics    a    great 
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shock  to  reHgion  in  Italji',  u>4 
ftgaiust    religion    at    largi^; 
freely  ackiiowli«dg(>d  that  C«l 
England   auil    Irolaod    and 
tlirougiiout  the  British   I'"<      ' 
claim  upon  Hor  Jlnjosty' 
to  interfere  for  the  protPrtimi  ■ 
Oatholioa  on  a  question  of  It  • 
tional  religious  institul.ion*  ;  tm 
on  inBtitation  of  a  lotallv  fli'T- 
ecription  which  h«d  liot-n  n^- 
Italian  Govijmmect  of  Int. 
institution  pftrtaking of  till- ' 
character  of  tUa  Papacy  win    ■■ 
assailed.     Tho  institution    of   t 
paganda  was  not,  and  npvt»r  h 
mfrcly  or  mainly    i:i>nt:rTni'd    ' 
Catholic     roligioQ    in    Italy     : 
Itttliana — it  had  been  mainly  <-'■ 
with    the   Catholic  ruligion  tli: 
th«  world,   in   the   Britith   Kn 
much  as  olBcwticre.  and,  in  fa<. 
British  Empire  more  than  in, 
all  the  other  nations  of  tho  V' 
was  an  institution,  in  thu  fiml  {' 
promoting  the  minioiuuy  osterpn//'  inr  i 
tho  conversion  of  tba  baatheo  ;  azid,  in  I 
tho  aeoood  nlacp,  an  inAtitntion  f  < 
iog  oo,  and  aiding  tho  carryin;^ 
Gathuh'c  religion  in  all  rountritti.     i:» 
funds  had  been  supplied  by  ttin  nrntri- 
butions    of   Catholics    thmoghoat 
whole  world,    tho    undowmontii 
formed,  and  the  securttiuo  for  tlioit  i 
duotivo  in  vestment   were  taken   iin  ' 
tahliahrtd  entir4>ly  with  a  viow  ' 
ternational  tihttracter.    Th«i  IV<i 
was  ftiundod,  in   a  geonraphit  .i' 
on  Italian  noil,  which  waa  now  uu  :  : 
eatablishnd  Gornmtnant  of  tho  Sardinian 
dynasty  ;  but  the  creatiua  of  a  tiiiitp*''^' 
Government  in  Italy  in  no  mj  t 
away  thp  international  cbnnetnr  of  ;i<- 
grsat  inititutian    which   Ions  prnood«Hl 
tba  Sardiaiou  dynasty  in  Italy.     It  was 
BWMMry  for  the  world  h*«fore  the  Sax- 
dtaian  dynasty  waa  isiiabli*h*d.  and  it 
woa  just  a«  n<>cmeai7  for  Um  vofld  to- 
day ;  it  waa  an  iastitntioa  wbieb  in  m 
wpedal  degraa  eoMianwd  tlia  Callnolia 
nujeoti  of  Her  XTaJMty  la  Uift  Britiak 
BmiNn,  and  that  &iiuplr  aroM  firmn  tba 
fact  of  the  eaonaoiw  CoUmwl  Smpini 
rul«d    by  Bar  MiyM^.     Thnnglioiit 
India,  thronghont  larga  portfoD*  m  tka 
British  Bmpiro,  in  «iaaM|iiaDn  of  tb« 
ttiatoric  c4i«ttauttaiio««  at  Mna,  million* 
ofOatlinlica  bad  baao  and  wiiri<  Ta«tlr 
de|i«ndMit  npoo  tba  dbobargn  and  fall 
liMily  of  the  taachtog  f^wetifiiu  of  tbftir 


to  •■ 

Wlllii 

Brit 

lBt<i 

tioii 

To 

ovrtJUbl\ 

upna  til 

daj  ha<: 

that  tile 

Ic^  quaatwis ;  l< 

ttw  wbola  iB^nR. 


'1637 


Supply — Civil 


(Attgttst  4,  1884]         Service  EttimaUt. 


1638 


of  universal  Catholicism  was  dependent 
upon  a  private  local  law  of  one  par- 
ticular nation  —  namely,  the  Italian 
nation.  Why,  following;  the  view  ex- 
proasod  by  the  Premier  to-day,  if  the 
Italian  High  Court  chose  to  bring  the 
Papacy  itself,  which  was  undoubtedly 
a  Corporotion  tolf,  luidor  the  law  re- 
garding Ecclesiastical  Corporations  in 
Italy  they  could  do  so.  The  would  just 
have  as  much  legal  claim  to  come  to  an 
opinion  of  that  sort  with  regard  to  the 
Papacy  itself,  as  they  would  in  regard  to 
this  necessary  and  inseparable  portion 
of  the  Papacy,  the  institution  of  the 
Propaganda.  The  very  first  function  of 
the  Church  was  to  teaoh  all  nations,  and 
the  College  of  the  Propaganda  was 
specially  an  institution  for  that  uni- 
versal and  world-wide  purpose ;  and  if 
the  Italian  High  Court  could  do  what 
it  pleased  with  the  College  of  the  Pro- 
paganda, it  could,  with  exactly  as  much 
legal  right,  declare  that  the  Papacy  was 
an  Italian  Corporation,  that  the  Pope 
was  an  Italian  Bishop,  and  the  com- 
plaints of  the  Catholic  subjects  of  Her 
Majesty,  against  even  the  most  violent 
interference  with  the  direct  spiritual 
authority  of  the  Pope,  might  be  answered 
by  some  future  Premier  that  that  was 
an  Italian  legal  question.  That  was  the 
position  against  which  Catholics  pro- 
tested, and  he  begged  to  remind  the 
Premier  that  there  were  no  divided 
counsels  in  this  matter  amongst  Catho- 
lics. The  question  had  been  raised  by 
Catholic  Members  of  the  House,  who 
sat.  amongst  the  usual  supporters  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government ;  and  only  a  few 
days  ago  tho  Party  who  followed  the 
Lon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  (Mr. 
Parnell)  passed,  in  tho  moat  emphatic 
and  solemn  way,  a  request  to  that  hon. 
Member  to  bring  forward  this  question 
on  behalf  of  their  Hody;  bo,  whether 
Catholic  Members  sat  on  the  Opposition 
or  the  Ministerial  side  of  tho  House, 
there  was  absolute  unanimity  upon  the 
gravity  of  this  question  affecting  Catho- 
lic interests  throughout  the  British  Em- 
pire. He  (Mr.  O'Donnell)  qunted  to- 
day from  a  despatch  which,  in  reply  to 
a  Petition  of  the  Vicar  Apostolic  at 
Gibraltar,  was  sent  by  the  Earl  of  Kim- 
berloy  to  the  Governor  at  Gibraltar,  on 
tho  IGth  of  January,  1871.  Just  before 
that  date  Rome  had  been  seized  by  the 
Italian  troops,  and  the  Vicar  Apostolic 
at  Gibraltar  bad  sent  in  a  Petition  to 


Her  Majesty's  Government  for  some 
assurance  with  regard  to  the  freedom 
and  security  of  the  Papal  functions. 
The  Earl  of  liimberley,  in  his  reply,  dis- 
tinctly acknowledged  that — 

"  Tho  docp  interest  whicli  ia  felt  hy  many 
millions  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  in  Iho  posi- 
tion o(  the  Pope  renders  all  thiit  concerns  his 
personal  dignity,  and  imiependenoe,  and  frea- 
dom  to  exercise  his  spiritual  functions,  fit  sub- 
jects  for  the  notice  of  Her  Miijesty's  Govern- 
ment, and  they  have  not  fnik-d  to  take  such 
stops  on  are  in  their  power  to  afford  to  th«  Pope 
tho  means  of  security  in  coso  of  need." 

So  far  did  Her  Majesty's  Government 
go  in  1871.  It  waa  impossible  to  con- 
ceive anything  more  essential  to  the 
freedom  to  exercise  the  Pope's  spiritual 
functions  than  the  security  of  the  Pro- 
paganda, and  the  declaration  of  the 
British  Oovernmeut  in  1871  absolutely 
and  entirely  covered  the  security  of  the 
Propaganda.  Xow,  only  13  years  after 
that  declaration  contained  in  the  de- 
spatch of  the  Earl  of  Kimberley,  they 
hud  the  Premier  stating  that  this  in- 
finitely grave  question  of  the  Propa- 
ganda was  a  mere  Italian  legal  ques- 
tion ;  and,  so  far  from  there  being  any 
acknowledgment  that  it  was  a  matter 
which  required  the  notice  of  Her  Ma 
jesty's  (.Toverument,  they  were  told  that 
duriug  all  the  mouths  that  had  passed 
the  British  Government  had  not  seen  an 
opportunity  for  calling  any  attention 
whatever  to  the  matter.  Of  course,  he 
did  not  wish  to  use  any  language  to 
which  tho  Premier  might  reoscmably 
object;  he  intended  to  confine  himself 
strictly  to  exposing  the  important  facts 
of  the  case.  At  the  same  time,  there 
was  a  remarkable  difference  between 
the  declaration  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment 13  years  ago,  that  everything 
alfecting  the  freedom  of  the  Pope  to 
exercise  his  spiritual  authority  and 
functions  was  of  the  utmost  concern  to 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  and  their 
present  declaratiou  that  their  Ambassa- 
dor had  not  found  an  opportunity  of 
uttering  even  a  word  of  protest  in  this 
most  important  matter  of  the  Propa- 
ganda. There  was  a  vast  and,  appa- 
rently, inexplicable  difference  between 
the  two  declarations.  He  did  not  know 
whether  that  difference  could  be  at  all 
explained  by  tho  course  recent  delicate 
negotiations  had  taken.  If  ho  remem- 
bered aright,  the  Premier  had  admitted 
that  the  solitary  European  Government 
which  supported  him  in  the  recent  Con- 
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ference  JUueo  was  the  Italian  Gh)Tern- 
ment.  ["And  the  Turkish!"]  But 
the  Premier  would  be  the  very  last  man 
to  admit  that  the  Turkish  GoTemment 
could  be  considered  an  important  Euro- 
pean Government.  He  (Mr.  O'Donnell) 
confined  bimsulf  to  the  Italian  Govern- 
ment, which,  properly  speakinf^,  was, 
after  all,  the  only  European  Govern- 
ment which  could  be  quoted  in  that  con- 
nection. The  complaint  Catholics  had 
to  make  was  that  if  the  Government  of 
King  Humbert  claimed  to  deal  with  the 
property  of  the  Propaganda,  as  a  re- 
ligious Corporation,  they  might  just  as 
legally  claim  to  de^  with  any  other  por- 
tion of  the  property  administered  by  the 
Papacy.  He  did  not  go  at  all  into  the 
question  of  the  amount  of  loss  that  had 
been  inflicted,  or  that  might  be  inflicted 
npon  the  Propaganda  by  the  measures 
of  the  Italian  Gk>vemmont.  He  was 
content  with  arguing  the  question  on 
pnnoiple.  He  found  that  an  Italian 
High  Court,  interpreting  an  Italian 
local  law,  had  ventured  to  declare  that 
that  Italian  local  law  dealt  with  the  en- 
dowments of  an  institution  of  universal 
Catholicism,  and  he  protested  against 
such  a  declaration.  The  carrying  out 
of  that  declaration  would  be  fatal  to  the 
freedom  of  the  Catholic  Church  in  all 
its  parts  and  functions.  If  the  Propa- 
ganda could  be  despoiled  at  the  domi- 
nation of  the  High  Court,  the  High 
Court  might  put  forth  an  Italian  secular 
claim  to  all  the  contents  of  the  storied 
halls  of  the  Papacy.  It  was  for  these 
reasons  that  he  had  taken  the  oppor- 
tunity, on  the  Vote  which  included  the 
salary  of  the  British  Ambassador  at 
Bome,  to  call  attention  to  what  was  un- 
doubted neglect  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  Ambassador — he  left  it 
to  them  to  settle  between  themselves 
whether  it  was  thn  Government  or  the 
Ambassador  who  was  the  more  at  fault 
in  the  matter.  The  Committee  could 
not  close  their  eyes  to  the  fact  that  a 
Catholic  institution,  in  no  way  local,  in 
no  way  merely  national,  in  no  way 
merely  territorial,  had  been,  with  the 
consent  of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
who  were  bound  to  guard  the  religious 
interests  of  all  the  subjects  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty, made  liable  to  the  application  of 
an  Italian  local  law,  and  might  have  its 
property  dealt  with  in  this  fashion  to- 
day and  in  that  fashion  to-morrow. 
'Wlien  the  Government    admitted   the 

Jfr.  (yDtmnM 


claim  of  the  Italian  Law  Court  to  deal 
with  this  nniversal  institution  of  the 
Church,  they  destroyed  the  value  of  the 
declaration  which,  even  as  late  as  1871, 
they  made  to  a  spokesman  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Catholic  subjects  that  everything 
that  concerned  the  free  exercise  of  the 
spiritual  functions  of  the  Papacy  was, 
and  must  remain,  a  subject  for  the 
notice  of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
He  had  to  propose  the  omission  from 
the  Vote  of  the  item  which  represented 
the  salary  of  the  British  Ambassador  at 
the  Court  of  Bome,  who,  bound  on  be- 
half of  his  Government  to  protect  the 
interests  of  all  British  subjects,  had 
most  glaringly  failed  to  discharge  his 
duty  with  regard  to  the  Catholic  sub- 
jects of  Her  Majesty,  in  a  matter  of  the 
most  vital  importance  to  their  religion. 
This  was  a  subject  in  which  all  parties 
were  interested.  Personally,  he  should 
be  just  as  emphatic  if  an  mstitution  of 
universal  Protestantism,  or  a  universal 
missionary  enterprize.established  and  en- 
dowed by  the  contributionsof  sincere Pro- 
teetantsthroughout  the  world ,  were  ceased 
or  confiscated  by  a  Government,  no  mat- 
ter which.  Every  institution  must  have 
some  local  basis,  must  be  under  some 
roof,  and  within  some  walls.  This  was 
a  question  of  universal  justice — it  was 
a  question  of  universal  religion.  No- 
thing more  was  required  by  any  Catho- 
lic subject  of  Her  Majesty  than  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government  should  main- 
tain the  international  character  of  the 
Propaganda,  and  distinctly  refuse  to 
consider  that  that  international  institu- 
tion was  to  be  confounded  with  the 
more  local  and  more  national  institu- 
tions such  as  local  Bishoprics  or  con- 
ventual establishments,  against  whose 
spoliation  Catholics  might  justly  pro- 
tect ;  but  which  spoliation  differe<l  very 
widely  from  the  grave  injury  inflicted 
on  the  Sacred  Institution  of  the  Propa- 
ganda. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
<'  That  the  Item  of  £7,000,  for  the  Salary  of 
Her  Majecty'i  Ambaoador  at  Rome,  be  omitted 
from  the  propoaed  Vote."— (iTr.  (TDoiuull.) 

Mb.  MOORE  said,  that  they,  the 
Catholic  subjects  of  Her  Majesty, 
10,000,000  in  number,  had  every  rea- 
son to  be  thankful  to  his  hon.  Friend 
(Ur.  O'DonneU)  for  having  brought  this 
question  forward.  They  had  had  to  b« 
thankful  to  the  hon.  Memb«r  on  other 
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oceaMAD*.  altiionith.  p<>iluitMi.  hia  vnr<l« 
worv  not  al«ar*  accvpUblo  in  fvrnr 
iiuartM.  Thi*  wan  iimbaMr  nwinjr  !•> 
Uf  flirt  that  hi*  wiinla  w<*r»  •<)m>'iiin<'a 
ani»<l.  like  Ik  dart,  with  liarli*.  ami  far- 
rii'il  •<)n*;<Tnati<>n  iiitu  th<>  rank*  nf  hi* 
ii|i|>.ini':.!<  Ho  Mr  M<M>n'  .  fur  hi« 
oaii  |>.irt.  oiiiM  oult  aiiiiiirv  tho  i;n>At 
aliility  and  i;r<>at  th<iu|t!it  th»  h<>n.  M>>iii- 
Ikt  al«iiv«  lir<Mi|;ht  to  lt«ar  i<B  thfw* 
lualSi-ri  It  wan  a  gtemt  tiiatti*r  <>f  tv- 
fCf'.  that  no  <'at>ini-t  Minift-r  thought 
it  «<-r'h  I.M  «h:li-  to  Ih>  jirtwnt  on  (hi« 
o>va*io!i ,  hut.  no<|<iiihi,  tho  nohhi  I.<ri| 
tlif  ri>.!<  r  .*«.•« Tt'tary  ol  Statu  for  Kof.i^n 
Alfi4ir«  W'liiKl  i:t»««  thi>«n  what.'»<-r 
con*->ln;ion  wim  in  hi«  |iowt>r.  hut 
thi'T  had  a  ri(;ht,  wh<<u  a  f|tto*ti<>n  of 
•uin  iiii|airtant'<*  a*  thi*  wa*  under 
di*(-u«Mon.  to  ciiMx-t  a  |)n>|M<r  an«w«-r 
fr>tn  a  ('a)iin<'t  Mini^tir  If  ihvra 
«a«  n  >  pni^jMft  of  th«-ir  JM'injf  faroutfl 
«i'h  « i<  h  an  ai.<«i-r.  i;  Mii^ht  Ih> 
Itx-'Marv  for  th"  ti»  to  n»o»i«  to  ri<|M>rt 
I'rxjrr. »».  NVhit  hf  Mr.  Mo<ir» 
«i*hi-«l  to  n.tv  «n4  that  in  th«  iMrly  |>art 
of  th"  ."«••••:. .n  th<-  IViiii"  Minivt'T 
»!•  Ii:<'l  hiiuMlf  that  lli-r  Maji<«t,«'* 
Miii:>t-'r  in  I'-nai*  aould  ii**  <*vvrt-  ('ihirt 
«h:<h  lay  in  hi*  |io«<-r,  and  woiiM  avail 
biiii<M-l(  (if  i^irv  o|i|ii>rt<i(iitv  wliuh  |<rv- 
n-ntfl  it««'il'.  1 1  «'X''ti  iM>  intliii*n<  ••  n|»in 
tb«  li.ihan  if'-reniniont  in  thi<  intt-n^t 
uf  th»  ('aTh-'li''  tiiKjii  t*  of  thx  Qiii-i^n. 
What  t)i<-y  «i«h<«l  to  B>k  iio«  «a*,  «h«- 
thvr  th<  «•<  g'A  otlii  <•<  had  Ix^n  uiml. 
aiid  wli-th'T  aiitlhin^  had  brvn  done  to 
I»rot"  t  'f  •af'V'iard  th*  int«r<  *|a  of 
llriti«li  <  'ati.-tiio  '  Wa*  !h«  iiohl«  I^tirU 
in  a  |>o*i!i<>n  to  Ur  an,^  ra|>rni  nn  tho 
TaM".  or  to  KiTf  anr  information  on  th<- 
•uhj'it  ?  II..  »h-itiid  Ilk'-  til  know,  in 
parti- itlar.  what  vav  irini;  to  b<>  dono 
with  tho  |>ro|M-rtr  t.f  th-  rr>|>a|{anda 
wa«  ;5  tf  'If  t;  to  Im'  o.nvortad  into  Stato 
Ifob'U,  ••l'j«-<  !i->i.n*  !••  a<  th'V  wor»».  or  waa 
tho  "  i.inT.rvioii  "  oiilr  an  pu|ih<-iui«tii' 
|-Lra*«  l-y  ah.th  a  nior>-  ostmMio  |irii- 
€«••  of  <oti!i«)a;ii>ii  wa*  oivrr.-'l  .'  Aalio 
wa*  ii.f 'fn.id.  .ir.  ralh<>r,  aa  b*  had 
found  m  tho  (olunm*  of  Jt»  Ttm*4  ono 
m'.rniuif.  thi*  |-r<«<MM  of  <'>av«raion 
aiii  •uiiti"!  II.  t'  iiity  to  a  |irnrr«a  of  ci>a- 
fiwatioh  (Url_>  lu  :h-«  luonth  uf  Foh- 
ruary  thoro  a{<|>4-art<d  in  f^t  7i«m  drl^iN 
a«  to  h  •«  :ti"  {■(••'•••a  of  »>  talhvi  o-it- 
Tir«i'>n  W4«  •  .trri'-tl  out  Th»  <V«rri?- 
•|«'iid<-nt  wf'.t.  - 

"  rk«   ir.*er.«r     (  (r  •vxlir.c  u  tfcu      It  •»• 
8rt;  !••  iir.S  '.u*',  •  #;«..»!  '.*'.\    iA  |«'Uai.G.*f]r 
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Ut*  mam  " 

That  wa*  to  kM>|t  tba  lawyan  in  ft 
g"-'\  humour — 

"  T  '  thi«  10  |.rr  (vat  WM  »Mr4  •  Itoaifw 
•l'>'.\  (  I  |«r  •rnt,  (rim  «hirh  Bi'iftaata  wo- 
|«r:>  (.  >l  !n-n  rirni't,  ab'l  4  |»r  r»nl  f  «  Ua4 
III,*  .>L:-:<  in  a'.l  »■>  |.  font  rh.-n  *  i.rirT«a> 
■■••  !.!>  >.u  >x'n  iinf«n|  fiirthalwfKflt  a(  tka 
!•  \  ■!■!.••.  nU*.  IV^  iraiMltral  KuimI  a  datr  b»« 
Kit.i.i.^  si:h  IV  ;«'r  ..nl  .«  10,000  froaca 
r.  «■  n  .•'.  an  I  *tii  -^olini;  u|>  tu  40  ur  iO  p«  OMt 
i-n  laliser  •-iii.t  " 

Woll.  th»T  ri>uld  jud|t«  wbatbor  Um 
tariii  "  loi.tiwalion"  waaju»ttfia«I— whe- 
ther it  l.iy  with  him  to  ii««  nurh  a  torm 
a*  a  true  ilrwri|iti<in  of  what  waa  takiay 
|>la>o  in  Italy— whon  tboy  rwad  tb«  !•• 
main.ior  of  thin  |iara)rra|>h.  7%*  71mm 
(\>rr>-«|«>n>lfnt  wont  <iii  Ut  oay— 

■■  !').•'  tr*  r.i  It  that  •  Iliah'itinp  t4  40,000 
Inn-m  Uxt  l'<n  n«lu>xl  t.  I2.M0  (»&<•,  a 
•i«.  1. 1  ..<  i.u.iKv  fruua  tu  t^.uuO  (raiua,  aa4  a 
tl.ii<!  (  !.i',ii">  (i>n-a  U>  .'t.MHi  <t«D-a  Tk« 
ti  •'ii.ii..!.!*  ii.'.>r<«l«-l  in  tirf-  11.000,000  cr 
U.CN' 0.41  frtii.a  ..(  |K»  IV-paran-U  ikmk 
th>t  t^..>  .-  ni.tN  'H  n.u.-h  r«a*fut>).«  a  r<«Aaca> 
tii'ii.  >i.'l  >iah  !■>  t-  inr-raKt  un  th*  Milgact." 

Had  th<>  (t'.rornni.  lit  ad'>|>to<l  any  iD<>«ao 
toaoortatn  what  maa  taking  plar<>  IB 
Itotun  in  r>>i;ar«l  to  thit  inatitution — ia 
wbiih  th«'  In*h  Momhors  wor«  *o  derplj 
inter.  «to.|  '  Hef  .ro  ho  |»ft  tbo  quoatioa 
of  tinan.'o  ho  iin.;bt  aild  that,  aupiMMinc 
tho  tranaaition  h-  had  d'w-riUM  t>iok 
idai  •■.th.-*er.  liifMualoMliea would  lM>|tai«l 
in  Stato  p4|M-r  |>a|H>r  inarrihod  "  .V«l* 
fr^u  Itira  Jti  MtU  4' lutt*,"  wbatvTor 
that  iui);h!  >ii»an  -  lioLtngioff  to  tbo 
Italian  Contoti.latnl  Fund  Tbo  rain* 
of  thi*  pa|M>r  waa  pretty  woll  koovB. 
Tbo  Itahan  |i<>oplo  worn  ground  down 
t.i  tho  full  ost»nt  thoy  cuuld  poaoiblj 
boar  ,  nnd  if  Italy  ahould  at  any  tin*  bo 
in\<>lT<-d  III  a  war.  or  any  intsmal  vmp- 
tion,  tho  Umda  Would  at  one*  diKToaao 
in  \alue  .".o  ..r«Vo  por  coot  Thoy  Wf*« 
ii.tt  to  >•••  paid  in  ra*h.  and  w»rv  tu  bo 
inirril>e<l  in  tho  *■«  fraud  Ihmk  of  tbo 
iHl.t  .f  Ittly  ■•  A  Tory  ••  graad  book " 
it  waa'  Ih"  pwition  of  tbo  Iriah 
MoiulM-r«  in  thia  matter,  and  wbj  tboy 
riaiiued  the  prot««  t|on  of  tba  ll»ttOO  of 
(  umm-na  for  the  ( 'atbolk*  of  tho  cuuatfjr 
and  the  pr>t.<t.tiwn  of  tbo  (ioTornmonI  to 
wh'>«>  Kevt-nue  they  c«>ntnhut«d,  waa 
thia  'I  bey  nuuilM-rnl  -Ilrr  Majoaty'a 
('ath-li<  aul-jert*- :A.)WKI  iMKI,  and  tbo 
|'ro|.ai;4n<la  waa  tbo  dimt  moaaa  of 
roottu  luuation  )>otwaea  thoa*  aad  tba 
II<-1>  S.«      Aa  a  matter  of  fa>.t,  for  tho 
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spiritual  subjects  of  the  Holy  See  in 
this  country  the  Propaganda  was  no 
missionary  institution.  It  was  the 
absolute  and  direct  medium  of  com- 
munication between  the  Holy  See  and 
its  spiritual  subjects,  and  as  such  had 
been  assured  to  them  by  the  Memo- 
randum of  the  8th  of  September,  1870, 
received  from  M.  Blanc,  of  the  Italian 
Foreign  Office,  and  forwarded  to  Earl 
Oranville  by  Sir  Augustus  Paget.  All 
the  ecclesiastical  business  between  the 
Catholic  Bishops  of  this  country  and  tlie 
Holy  See  was  transacted  through  the 
Propaganda — and  transacted  absulutely 
free  of  cost  to  Her  Majesty's  subjects. 
Questions  of  discipline,  questions  of 
Church  management,  and  a  great  many 
other  questions  were  referred  to  the 
Propaganda;  and  the  assistance  of  law- 
yers, translators,  printers,  and  skilled 
experts  were  obtained  through  it  free  of 
cost.  If  the  property  of  the  Propaganda 
were  confiscated,  these  costs  would  in  the 
future  be  thrown  upon  Her  Majesty's 
subjects,  in  distinct  violation  of  their 
rightH  and  freedom  of  association  with 
the  Holy  See.  This  could  not  be  too 
clearly  understood.  Apart  entirely  from 
its  relations  with  England  and  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Boman  Catholic  subjects  in  these 
countries,  the  Propaganda  was  also  the 
g^eat  focus  and  centre  of  missionary  en- 
terprize.  His  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  O'Don- 
neu)  had  spoken,  eloquently  enough, 
of  the  interest  which  every  civilized 
nation  in  the  world  justly  took  in  this  in- 
stitution ;  but  no  country  had  a  greater 
interest  in  the  preservation  of  these 
pioneers  of  civilization  than  England, 
the  greatest  Mahomedan  country  — 
taking  into  consideration  their  Eastern 
Possessions — in  the  world.  The  Propa- 
ganda sent  forth  missionaries,  and  to  the 
valuable  services  of  these  men  be  could 
testify.  He  had  seen  a  man  broken 
down  in  health,  worn  out  with  inter- 
mittent fever,  returning  to  Borne  after 
a  residence  of  30  years  in  equatorial 
Africa,  with  the  people  of  King  John  of 
Abyssinia.  This  man  had  been  turned 
out  of  the  country  at  a  moment's  notice, 
and  had  been  compelled  to  travel  all  the 
way  from  Abyssinia  to  Khartoum  with- 
out equipage  or  escort  of  any  kind.  But 
the  missionary  aspect  of  the  question 
was  one  which,  perhaps,  would  have  less 
weight  with  the  Foreign  Office  than  that 
involving  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
Her  Majesty's  subjects.    The  question 

ifr.  Moor* 


was  a  very  plain  one.  As  he  had  saidi 
for  his  Go-religionists  the  Propaganda 
was  the  Holy  See — their  direct  means 
of  communicating  with  the  Papacy.  The 
Memorandum  received  from  M.  Blano, 
and  forwarded  to  Earl  Granville  by 
Sir  Augustus  Paget,  contained  these 
words — 

"  The  Italian  Oovemment  afnarantees  on  its 
territory,  (a.)  The  liberty  of  communioatioa 
between  the  Sovereign  Pontiff,  and  Foreign 
States,  clergy,  and  peoples,  {b.)  The  Italian 
Oovemment  engages  to  preserve  all  the  initita- 
tions,  offices,  and  ecclesiastical  bodies',  and  th«r 
officials  existing  at  Home.  The  Oovemment 
engages  to  preserve  entire,  and  withoat  subject- 
ing them  to  special  taxes,  all  the  ecclesiastical 
properties  vhosa  revenues  belong  to  ecclesias- 
tical charges,  offices,  corporations,  institntss, 
and  bodies  having  their  seat  at  Rome.  These 
Articles  would  be  considered  a  public  bi-lateral 
contract,  and  would  form  the  subject  of  an 
agreement  with  the  Powers  having  Catholic 
subjects." 

The  Memorandum  contained  an  account 
of  the  various  negotiations  which  had 
taken  place  as  to  the  settlement  of  the 
question  of  the  temporal  power,  and  gave 
a  ritumi  of  the  points  which  had  been 
from  time  to  time  considered.  The  terms 
of  the  document  distinctly,  absolutely, 
and  fully  covered  liberty  of  conununica- 
tion  between  Her  Majesty's  Catholic 
subjects  and  the  Propaganda.  Nothing 
could  be  more  clear  than  the  promises 
of  the  Italian  Qovemmont  to  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  or  the  fact  that  they 
had  guaranteed  the  security  of  the  pro- 
perty of  this  institution,  and  bad  dis- 
tinctly declared  in  the  document  to 
which  he  referred  that  Her  Majesty's 
subjects  should  not  suffer.  And  yet  that 
guarantee  had  been  allowed  to  be  set 
aside,  and  the  obligations  solemnly 
and  voluntarily  tendered  by  the  Italian 
Government  had  been  directly  infringed. 
He  did  not  know  what  answer  the  noble 
Lord  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  would 
be  able  to  give.  He  was  sorry  to  hear 
the  Prime  Minister  say  that  no  European 
or  other  Power  had  moved  in  the  mat- 
ter. He  believed  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  labouring  under  some  misap- 
prehension on  that  point.  Certainly, 
there  had  been  a  Kesolution  of  Con- 
gress, and  the  American  Government 
had  moved  in  the  matter.  He  also 
understood  that  the  German  Government 
had  been  moving  ;  but  whether  that  was 
so  or  not  it  was  not  so  easy  for  nnc  who 
was  altogether  outside  the  diplomatic 
world  to  say.    This  much  was  quite  cer- 
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only  lot  for  th«  good  of  the  entire  hnmaa 
race. 

"It  is,  therefore,  clearly  evident  that  the 
aboTe-mentioned  judgment  does  not  strike  at 
the  property  of  a  particular  institution,  but  in- 
jures the  capital  destined  exclusively  to  the 
exercise  of  the  Koman  Pontiff's  Apostolic  Mi> 
nistry  of  converting  the  nations  to  the  light  of 
faith  and  civilization.  It  causes  this  injury  as 
well  as  by  exposing  the  Propaganda  to  the 
danger  of  seeing,  some  time  or  other,  the 
totdf  or  partial  loss  of  its  property,  in  conse- 
qaenoe  of  eventualities  which  are  not  impro- 
bable, as  also  by  making  the  payment  of  its 
funds  dependent  on  the  will  of  the  parties  in 
power,  and  therefore  a  matter  of  the  most  de- 
plorable uncertainty,  but,  above  all,  by  depriv- 
ing it  of  the  free  disposal  of  its  capital,  a  free- 
dom which  is  absolutely  necessary  to  it,  on 
account  of  its  essential  character  of  initiating 
religious  movements,  and  of  the  frequent  ocoa- 
sions  on  which  it  has  to  meet  the  extraordinary 
needs  of  divers  missions. 

"  The  Holy  Father,  most  deeply  grieved  by 
this  new  and  fierce  attack  on  the  imprescript- 
ible rights  of  his  Apostolic  Office,  and  fore- 
seeing the  sad  consequences  that  will  arise  from 
the  conversation  of  the  actual  patrimony  of 
the  Sacred  Congregation — a  patrimony,  more- 
over, already  alienated  for  the  grenter  part  of 
the  Government,  ptHdent4  litt — feels  it  his  duty 
to  provide  in  the  best  possible  way  for  the 
future  security  of  so  deserving  an  institution. 
To  obtain  this  security  he  has  deigned  to  com. 
mand  me  to  declare,  as  I  now  do  by  this  cir- 
cular, that  henceforth  the  administrative  seat  of 
the  Propaganda  for  all  donations,  legacies,  and 
offering,  by  which  the  piety  of  the  faithful 
may  widi  to  meet  its  continual  and  heavy 
expenditure,  is  transferred  out  of  Italy.  And 
in  order  to  provide  for  the  greater  general  con- 
venience it  has  been  deciiiwl  to  establish  in 
different  parts  of  the  world  Centres  or  I'rocura- 
tions,  where  the  offerings  of  the  faitliful  may 
be  put  out  of  all  daugor,  and  bo  at  the  free  and 
independent  disposal  of  the  Sacred  Congrega- 
tion for  the  benefit  of  the  Missions.  Thoe  Pro- 
curations are  indicated  in  the  annexed  list,  with 
which,  as  well  as  with  the  present  Circular, 
your  Lordship  will  make  all  the  faithful  confided 
to  your  care  acquainted.  1  shall  send  you  fur- 
ther instructions  when  necessary.  The  Sacred 
Congregation,  however,  cherishes  a  strong  hope 
that  this  new  blow  struck  at  the  Church,  far 
from  weakening  the  piety  of  Catholics,  will,  un 
the  contrary,  stimulate  them  to  meet,  with  ever- 
increasing  generosity,  the  needs  of  the  Mission 
— needs  which  are  becoming  day  by  day  more 
imperative  aud  more  numerous. 

"In  the  meantime  I  pray  Ood  to  preserve 
you,  &c. 

"  From  the  Propaganda,  March  1«,  1884. 

"JoHX  CARniMAi,  SiKEOKi,  Prefect, 

"  D.  Abchbisbop  of  Tvat,  Secretary." 


Vienna 

Munich 

Pari* 

Madrid 

Lisbon 


LIST  OF  PROCDEATIONS. 
In  Europe. 


At  the  Apoatolio  Noncatarea. 


The  Hagne — With  the  Apoatolio  Intamnnoio. 

Belgium — With  the  Aronbiahop  of  Malinea. 

ilalta— With  the  Agent  of  the  Sacred  Con. 
gregation. 

London — With  His  Eminence  the  Cardinal 
Archbishop. 

Dublin— With  His  Eminence  the  Cardinal 
Archbishop. 

Constantinople — With  the  Patriotic  Yicar  of 
the  Latins. 

In  Asia. 

Bombay    ■) 

Calcutta     Y  '^■^^  ^«  '^>°<^  Apostolic. 

Madras      ) 

In  America. 

New  York — With  His  Eminence  theOaidinal 
Archbishop. 

^b^"*^  \withtheirr«ipectiyeArch. 
Toronto  /      '''''"'P'- 

Rio  Janeiro— With  the  Apostolic  Intemoncio. 
Buenos  Ayres  \  With  the  Apostolic  Dele. 
Quito  /         gate. 

In  Oceanica. 
Sydney — With  the  Archbishop. 

In  Africa. 

Algiers— With  His  Eminence  the  Cardinal 
Archbishop. 

N.B. — Whenever  distance  prevents  the  faith, 
ful  from  remitticg  sums  to  the  above  oentrea, 
they  can  address  themselves  to  their  own  Ordi. 
nary. 

The  Pope,  in  his  last  Allocution  to  the 
Cardinal,  denounced,  in  vigorous  terms, 
the  recent  violations  of  the  rights  of  the 
Church,  demanded  the  restitution  of  the 
Temporal  I'ower,  and  protested  with 
marked  warmth  against  the  judgment 
given  by  the  Italiui  Courts  concerning 
the  property  of  the  Pro|)aganda.  His 
lloliue^s  said  he  foresaw  fresh  attacks 
upon  the  Papacy ;  but  he  would  ever 
uphold  with  firmness  the  rights  of  the 
Holy  See.  The  United  States'  Minister 
in  Borne  has  tcU-graphed  that  the  recent 
judgment  of  the  Italian  Court  of  Ap- 
peal, regarding  the  conversion  of  the 
real  property  uf  the  Propaganda  into 
Kente,  dues  not  affect  the  American  Col- 
lege, which,  as  a  building  used  as  a 
seminary,  is  expressly  exempt  from  the 
I  operation  of  the  judgment.  Now,  the 
Pope  exercises  spiritual  jurisdiction  over 
millions  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  in 
her  Bealm,  "  upon  which  the  sun  never 
sets,"  and,  as  promier  Bishop  of  Chris- 
tendom, he  is  even  liishop  of  Westmin- 
ster Diocese,  wherein  Uer  Majesty  re- 
sides ;  and  it  is  absolutely  essential  for 
the  full  and  complete  exercise  of  the 
universal  Boman  Catholio  religion  that 
the  institution  of  the  Propaganda  be 
preserved.      In   fact,   the  principle  of 
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uniTersalitv  ie  inToIved,  and  it  ia 
now  assailed  by  the  Italia:ii  Govern- 
ment, no  doubt  designed  to  destroy 
Catholicism.  "VVe  call  upon  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  to  sustain  us,  and 
to  protect  our  property  in  Rome,  now 
being  plundered  with  sacrilegious  hand 
by  the  rapacious  Italian  Government  to 
supply  an  Exchequer,  beggared  by  the 
oppression  of  the  populations,  held  down 
by  huge  Military  and  Naval  Forces,  and 
ground  to  powder  by  taxation.  We  are 
not  mere  volunteers,  as  the  following 
document  exhibits: — 

"At  a  meeting  of  the  Archbighops  and 
Bishops  of  Ireland,  held  in  Maynooth  College, 
on  the  2nd  of  July,  1884,  it  was  proposed  Dy 
the  Most  Rev.  Dr.  Nulty,  Bishop  of  Meath, 
seconded  by  the  Most  Rev.  Dr.  Logae,  Bishop 
of  Raphoe,  and  resolved — 

"That  we  request  Irish  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment, of  all  political  Parties,  to  ase  their  in- 
fluence with  Her  Majesty's  Government  in 
support  of  the  letter  which  we  have  addressed 
to  Mr.  Gladstone,  requesting  him  to  take  all 
the  effective  steps  in  his  power  to  prevent  the 
threatened  spoliation  of  the  property  of  the 
Propaganda,  in  which  so  many  of  Her  Majesty's 
subjects  have  a  deep  interest. 

"To  E.  MulhaUen  Marum,  Esq.,  LL.B., 
M.P.,  J.P.' " 

Now,  what  is  the  Italian  Government  ? 
The  arch-brigand.  Garibaldi — a  political 
Jack  Sheppard  —  was  expelled  from 
Borne  by  the  French  nation  exercising 
European  police.  Yet,  upon  the  same 
state  of  facts  and  International  Law,  the 
unscrupulous  Count  Cavour  and  the  con- 
victed Carbonaro,  Panizzi,  and  his  com- 
rades— mere  Italian  Invincibles — pro- 
ceeded to  usurpation,  sacrilege,  confisca- 
tion, and  robbery.  No  declaration  of 
war  was  made,  or  even  a  Manifesto, 
which,  according  to  the  overwhelming 
weightof  authority,  constituted  a  distinct 
breach  of  International  Law.  In  Kent's 
Commentaries  upon  Inttrnatioml  Law 
all  the  authorities  are  cited  upon  this 
point.  Puffendorf,  Ermignon,  and  Vattel 
are  clear  upon  the  subject,  and  even 
Grotius  and  Byukershock  agree  that  a 
Manifesto  at  least  is  requisite.  I  am 
sorry  to  see  that  neither  the  Prime 
Minister  nor  a  single  Minister  of  the 
Crown  is  present — no  one  left  to  answer 
us  but  an  Under  Secretary  for  State — 
not  a  single  Law  Officer — English  or 
Irish — is  present  to  reply  to  us.  This, 
as  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Moore),  com- 
plains, is  bad  treatment,  and  shows 
a  foregone  conclusion  which  I  protest 
solemnly  against. 


{AuorsT  4,  1884]         8«niet  E»tmat«t. 
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LoED  EDMOND  FITZMATJEIOB  : 
I  am  well  aware  of  the  interest  which 
the  question  brought  forward  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Dungarvan  (Mr.  O'Donnell) 
excites  among  Her  Majesty's  Boman 
Catholic  subjects.  The  document  which 
the  hon.  Member  for  Kilkenny  (Mr. 
Marum)  referred  to  ns  having  been  cir- 
culated among  Members  of  the  House 
shows  the  importance  which  Eoman 
Catholics  attach  to  the  question.  I 
make  this  admission,  because  I  feel  how 
totally  impossible  it  is  for  me  to  make 
any  additional  statement  to  that  which 
was  made  at  Question  time  to-day  by 
the  Prime  Minister.  The  position  of  the 
question  is  this — that  Her  Majesty's 
Ambassador  at  Bomo  was  instructed  to 
take  any  opportunity  that  might  offer 
of  making  a  friendly  representation  in 
connection  with  this  subject.  It  was, 
however,  felt  by  him — and  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  no  reason  to  doubt  the 
wisdom  of  that  view — that  it  would  not 
be  wise  in  him  to  take  the  first  step ; 
but  rather  to  associate  himself  with  any 
action  that  might  be  taken  by  one  of 
the  Continental  Powers — one  of  those 
Eoman  Catholic  nations  which  may  be 
said  to  be  more  immediately  interested 
in  the  question,  although,  no  doubt,  it 
is  a  question  in  which  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  on  behalf  of  Her  Majesty's 
Soman  Catholic  subjects  in  every  part 
of  the  world,  are  bound  to  take  deep 
interest.  Nevertheless,  it  has  been 
thought  more  prudent  that  the  first  step 
should  be  taken  by  one  of  the  other 
Powers;  and,  as  far  as  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  been  informed,  at  this 
moment,  no  steps,  so  far,  have  been 
taken.  I  speak,  however,  under  some 
disadvantage,  because  I  am  aware  that 
to-day,  about  the  time  I  left  the  Foreign 
Office,  a  despatch  had  arrived  from  Her 
Majesty's  Ambassador  at  Some ;  but  I 
have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  reading 
that  despatch,  although  I  have  been  in- 
formed that  it  gives  the  views  of  Her 
Majesty's  Eepresentative,  and  explains 
the  reasons  why  he  has  hitherto  not  been 
able  to  take  any  step  in  the  matter. 
It  has  been  suggested,  in  the  conver- 
sation which  has  occurred,  that  Papers 
might  be  laid  upon  the  Table ;  but,  of 
course,  I  cannot  undertake,  without  con- 
sulting the  Secretary  of  State,  to  say 
what  Papers  can  or  cannot  be  laid  upon 
the  Table.  I  will,  however,  as  it  will 
be  my  duty,  communicate  to  the  Secre- 
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tary  of  State  the  wish  which  has  been 
expressed  by  hon.  Members,  that  the 
Correspondence  which  has  taken  place 
upon  the  question  shall  be  laid,  as  far 
as  possible,  upon  the  Table. 

Me.  MOLLOY:  Will  the  noble  Lord 
be  able  to  give  us  the  contents  of  the 
despatch  he  has  referred  to,  to-morrow  ? 

LoED  EDMOND  FITZMATJEICE  : 
I  will  do  the  best  I  can  to  give  the  House 
all  the  information  that  it  may  be  in  my 
power  to  give.  At  the  same  time  there 
are  some  points  which  have  been  raised 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Clonmel  (Mr. 
Moore)  which  I  think  I  am  at  liberty  to 
touch  upon  now.  He  wants  to  know 
whether  this  is  an  absolute  measure  of 
confiscation,  or  whether  it  is  merely  that 
the  College  of  the  Propaganda  is  merely 
to  be  under  the  obligation  to  invest  the 
proceeds  of  the  sale  of  its  lands  in  the 
Italian  funds  ?  As  far  as  I  understand 
the  question  there  has  been  no  absolute 
confiscation,  but  merely  a  change  of 
investment.  I  understood  hon.  Mem- 
bers to  indulge  in  some  merriment  at 
the  expense  of  the  credit  of  the  Italian 
Gbvemment,  and  it  has  been  said  that 
the  securities  in  which  the  College  have 
been  required  to  invest  the  proceeds  of 
their  sales  of  land  are  not  good  invest- 
ments ;  but  I  am  bound  to  say  that,  so 
far  as  I  am  aware,  the  credit  of  the 
Italian  Government  has  been  steadily 
rising  of  late  years ;  and  if  the  College 
of  the  Propaganda  Fide  is  obliged  to  in- 
vest the  proceeds  of  its  sales  of  land 
in  Italian  securities,  it  will  have  been 
compelled  to  invest  them  in  very  good 
securities.  As  I  have  said,  the  commer- 
cial credit  of  the  Italian  Government 
has  been  steadily  rising;  the  Italian 
Stocks  have  been  increasing  in  value  ; 
Italian  paper  has  reached  par,  and  not 
long  ago  the  Government  succeeded  in 
withdrawing  their  paper  currency  from 
circulation,  and  substituting  specie  pay- 
ments. All  these  things  go  to  the  credit 
of  the  Italian  Government,  and  they 
show  that  the  condition  of  things  in 
Italy  is  steadily  improving.  On  the  other 
hand,  hon.  Members  say,  and  it  is  per- 
fectly true,  that  in  some  portions  of  Italy 
there  has  been  a  heavy  taxation  upon 
the  land  ;  but  if  the  College  of  the  Pro- 
paganda is  compelled  to  sell  its  landed 
property,  and  to  invest  in  the  general 
securities  of  the  Italian  GovemmeDt,  it 
does  not  appear  to  me  that  the  change 
of  investment  will  be   very  injurious 

Lord  Ednund  Fitamuuriet 


to  the  College.  The  word  "interna- 
tional" has  been  freely  used  in  the 
course  of  the  discussion ;  but  is  this  in- 
stitution really  international,  in  the  foil 
sense  of  the  word  ?  Has  it  been  fully 
recognized  as  an  international  institu- 
tion by  Treaties  and  Conventions,  and 
are  Institutions  to  be  regarded  as  in- 
ternational that  are  only  so  considered 
upon  notions  based  rather  upon  interna- 
tional morality  than  International  Law  ? 
Of  course,  I  do  not  feel  myself  capable 
of  competing  with  the  hon.  Member  who 
spoke  last  in  that  knowledge  of  civil 
and  canonical  law,  of  which  he  is  so 
great  a  master.  I  shrink,  therefore, 
from  engaging  either  in  an  ecclesiastical 
argument  with  the  hon.  Member.  All 
I  will  say  with  reference  to  the  alleged 
international  character  of  the  College 
of  the  Propaganda  is  that  I  cannot 
think  it  is  quite  correct  to  say  that 
it  is  an  uncontested  fact.  No  doubt,  it 
has  an  international  character,  in  one 
sense — namely,  that  many  nations  are 
interested  in  it ;  but  the  term  "interna- 
tional character  "  is  rather  a  fine-drawn 
expression.  I  will  not,  however,  dwell 
too  much  upon  that  point ;  but  all  I  will 
say  is  that  I  will  prefer  to  wait  until  I 
have  read__the  despatch,  which,  I  under* 
stand,  has  arrived  to-day,  before  giving 
any  more  definite  information.  If,  after 
I  have  read  it,  I  find  that  I  can  give 
hon.  Members  further  information,  I 
can  only  say  that  I  shall  be  most  happy 
to  do  so. 

Mb.  HEALY  said,  the  matter  before 
the  Committee  was  one  of  very  con- 
siderable delicacy ;  and  he  scarcely 
thought  it  right  that  it  should  have 
been  met  by  the  noble  Lord  by  an  as- 
sertion that  he  was  unable  to  give  satis- 
factory assurances,  because  a  despatch 
from  Her  Majesty's  Ambassador  had 
only  reached  the  Foreign  Office  that 
day,  and  he  had  been  unable  to  read  it. 
At  the  same  time,  it  was  only  right  to 
say  that  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Pamell),  who  had 
been  requested  by  his  Party  to  bring 
forward  this  question,  had  only  been 
stopped  from  doing  so  by  reason  of  a 
communication  which  had  reached  him 
from  very  distinguished  members  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  who  informed  him  that 
it  was  not  considered  desirable  the  ques- 
tion should  be  raised  in  the  House  of 
Commons  until  further  information  had 
been  received.    The  hon.  Member  for 
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Minister,  and  it  was  tbat  the  great  Oon- 
gress  of  the  free  Bepublio  of  America 
had  taken  action  in  this  matter,  and 
that  the  Government  of  the  next  free 
Government  to  that  of  the  United  States 
ought  not  to  be  behindhand  in  the  repre- 
sentations it  was  making  to  the  Italian 
Court.  Her  Majesty's  Government  had 
not  chosen  to  take  that  course,  and,  as 
far  as  he  could  gather,  the  Prime  Mi- 
nister appeared  to  bo  totally  unac- 
quainted, officially,  with  the  fact  that 
the  American  Government  had  made  a 
protest.  They  knew  that  the  Congress 
had  passed  a  Eesolution  in  reference  to 
the  Propaganda  I'ide,  and  that,  in  addition, 
huge  meetings  had  been  held  in  every 
city  of  America  on  the  same  important 
subject.  He  had  read  reports  of  the 
meetings  which  had  been  held  in  Boston 
and  New  York,  presided  over  by  the 
highest  dignitaries  of  those  States ;  and 
he  was  amazed  that  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment should  rely  upon  the  non- 
action of  some  of  the  Continental  States, 
and  ignore  the  fact  that  the  American 
Government  had  already  taken  action. 

tMr.  Glacstonk  :  Is  that  known  ?]  Ho 
ad  read  it  in  a  newspaper,  which  was 
the  only  form  in  which  intelligence  of 
this  kind  was  open  to  him.  Ho  had 
read  in  the  Irish  American  Press.  He 
spoke,  of  course,  under  the  correction 
of  better  information  in  the  possession 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government.  But, 
at  all  events,  he  had  in  print  a 
Kesolution  passed  by  tlie  American 
Congress,  and  his  statement  had  been 
confirmed  ]>y  that  of  an  hon.  Member 
opposite. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  :  Was  the  Resolu- 
tion passed  by  both  Houses? 

Mr.  HE.VLY  snid,  the  Resolution  to 
whi<;h  he  referred  wasJ  one  passed  by  the 
House  of  Representatives.  "Whether 
the  Congress  was  represented  by  one 
House  or  not,  he  knew,  was  a  matter  of 
dispute  in  America.  At  all  events,  the 
House  of  Representatives  had  passed  a 
Resolution.  Of  course,  he  knew  that 
the  American  Senate  had  to  be  consulted 
in  regard  to  Ambassadorial  functions; 
but  he  had  never  been  able  to  under- 
stand whether  one  House  or  both  Houses 
acting  together  constitutotl  what  was 
called  the  American  Congress.  At  any 
rate,  the  American  House  of  Represen- 
tatives had  entered  a  Resolution  on  its 
Books  on  the  subject ;  and  he  believed 
he  was  right  in  stating  that  the  Amori- 


can  Minister  at  Borne  had  made  repre- 
sentations to  the  Court  of  Italy  in  r^ard 
to  it.  But  in  the  Republic  of  America 
there  were  not  more  than  8,000,000  of 
Catholics,  while  in  Ireland  there  were 
5,000,000  ;  in  England,  9,000,000 ;  and  in 
their  Colonial  Possessions  many  millions 
more.  Then,  why  should  a  Government 
like  that  of  America,  which  professed 
non-interference  in  European  affairs,  in 
the  same  way  that  they  rejected  Euro- 
pean interference  in  the  affairs  of  Ame- 
rica, be  left  to  take  the  initiative  ? 
Why  Her  Majesty's  Government  should 
have  been  behindhand  with  that  of 
America  he  could  not  understand.  He 
was  told  that  in  the  opinion  of  certain 
highly-informed  ecclesiastics  of  this 
country  it  was  undesirable  that  this  de- 
bate should  be  raised,  and  that  it  was 
even  inexpedient  that  the  fact  should  be 
brought  out  that  England  had  not  acted 
in  the  matter,  because  the  other  Catholic 
countries  had  lagged  behind.  But  as 
that  fact  had  been  brought  out,  how- 
ever undesirable  it  might  be  to  bring  it 
out  at  the  present  juncture,  it  became 
necessary  that  the  whole  of  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  should  be  stated.  No 
doubt,  it  was  inexpedient  to  raise  the 
discussion  until  the  full  effect  of  the  at- 
titude of  the  Italian  Government  was 
ascertained  ;  but  as  the  hon.  Member 
for  Dungarvan  'Mr.  O'Donnell)  had  felt 
it  his  duty  to  raise  the  question,  and  had 
done  so  on  his  own  individual  responsi- 
bility, seeing  that  a  debate  had  arisen, 
it  was  oiJy  proper,  and  no  individual 
Member  could  be  blamed  for  expressing 
his  opinion,  that  the  views  of  the  Irish 
Members  tihould  be  expressed  in  regard 
to  tlie  action  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, showing  that  it  did  not  meet  either 
with  their  approval  or  with  the  general 
support  of  the  House.  If  it  should 
prove  to  be  inexpedient  for  the  hon. 
Member  for  Dungarvan  (Mr.  O'Donnell) 
to  have  raised  the  subject,  he  would  have 
to  incur  all  the  responsibility.  For  bis 
part,  he  ;Mr.  Uealy)  could  only  say  that 
lie  regretted  extremely  that  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  should  not  have  met 
the  matter  in  a  straightforward  spirit, 
prepared  to  grapple  with  it  firmly.  He 
certainly  believed  that  if  Her  Majesty's 
Governiuent  had  expressed  a  strong  opi- 
nion, as  representing  the  views  of  the 
Catholics  of  England,  the  Italian  Govern- 
ment would  not  have  proceeded  to  the 
length  they  had  done. 


1657 


Supply —  CiVi7 


(ArocaT  4,  1884)  Service  Esiimaltt. 


Colonel  NOLAN  said,  ho  would  only 
detain  tbo  Committee  for  a  few  miuutes  ; 
but  bo  agreed  with  the  remarks  which 
had  fallen  from  hia  hon.  Friend  tho 
Member  for  Monaghan  (Mr.  Healy)  that 
there  wore  now  only  three  Powers  in 
Europe  who  were  Catholic  in  name — 
Franco,  Austria,  and  Spain,  and  that  it 
would  have  been  dangerous  for  either 
of  them  to  have  urged  this  question 
upon  tho  attention  of  the  Italian  Go- 
vernment. The  noble  Lord  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
Boid  the  reason  this  country  bad  not 
interjiosed  was  that  those  thi-ee  Catholic 
countries  had  made  no  sign.  No  doubt 
France,  Austria,  and  Spain  had  always 
been  looked  upon  as  the  three  great 
Catholic  Powers  of  Europe;  but  each  of 
them  would  be  able  to  give  good  reasous 
why  she  ought  not  to  interfere,  and  why 
England  might  reasonably  have  been 
called  upon  to  interpose.  It  was  absurd 
to  ask  Austi-ia  to  interfere  to  the- extent 
of  a  strong  remonstrance,  because  it 
would  at  once  bo  asked  how  many  men 
she  was  prepared  to  put  in  the  6eld. 
The  same  objection  upplied  to  France, 
because  the  question  would  then  be  whe- 
ther Italy  would  remain  neutral  |in  the 
ne.xt  Franco-German  War,  which  they 
all  hoped  might  never  come  off,  and,  if 
not,  bow  many  troops  she  could  place  in 
the  lield.  Then,  again,  if  either  France 
or  Austria  were  to  raise  the  question,  it 
might  have  the  effect  of  rousing  Catholic 
feeling  in  those  countries,  and  it  was 
impossible  to  say  what  the  consequences 
might  be.  Under  these  circumstances, 
neither  France  nor  Austria  could  inter- 
fere at  the  present  moment.  The  same 
observation  did  not  possibly  apply  to 
Spain  ;  but  King  Alfonso  could  uot  for- 
get the  part  which  bis  Royal  Predecessor, 
King  Amadeus,  had  taken  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Italian  Government.  He 
would  naturally  consider  the  jealousy 
which  existed  between  the  two  Royal 
Families,  and  the  groat  mischief  which 
might  ensue  from  the  interference  of 
Spain.  Therefore,  in  the  present  state 
of  deadlock  among  tho  Roman  Catholic 
Powers  of  Europe  there  was  every  reason 
why  England,  as  a  Protestant  Power, 
might  very  well  take  the  lead  in  bring- 
ing forward  representations  on  the  sub- 
ject. Half  the  Roman  Catholics  of  the 
world  subscribed  to  this  Fund,  and  if 
there  was  any  International  Fund  in  the 
world  this  was  one ;  but  the  object  of  the 
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Italian  Government  was  to  confiscate  it, 
as  similar  property  had  been  confiscated 
in  France.  Of  course,  be  did  not  wish 
tho  Government  to  go  to  war  upon  this 
matter ;  but  they  might  make  some 
strong  representation  to  the  Italian  Go- 
vernment, and  he  should  be  delighted  if 
they  gave  any  indication  of  any  inten- 
tion to  do  so, 

Mr.  DAWSON  said,  there  was  a 
grave  and  clear  distinction  between  in- 
stitutions in  Rome  of  an  international 
character,  and  this  Propaganda.  Aus- 
tria and  France  might  interfere  with 
regard  to  the  Austrian  or  French  Col- 
lege ;  but  really  Austria  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  Propaganda.  She  was  al- 
ways represented  diplomatically  during 
tlie  Temporal  Power,  and  was  now 
represented  at  Rome  ;  but  England  and 
Ireland  were  not  diplomatically  repre- 
sented, and  they,  therefore,  stood  in  a 
different  category  from  other  countries 
in  respect  to  the  Propaganda.  This 
Fund  was  largely  an  Irish  fund  for 
sending  missionaries  from  Rome  to  other 
countries  for  the  propagation  of  the 
Faith.  His  hon.  Friend  had  said  this 
was  not  now  promoted  by  any  ecclesias- 
tical authorities  ;  but  he  had  received  a 
letter  from  an  Irish  Bishop  asking  bim 
to  take  part  in  tliis  discussion,  for  the 
Fund  was  purely  Irish  money.  It  was 
their  monej'  sent  into  Italy  just  as  tho 
bondholders'  money  sent  into  Egypt  was 
the  money  uf  the  bondholders.  Al- 
though the  Fund  miglit  bo  small,  this 
was  as  important  a  matter  of  justice 
as  was  the  matter  of  the  bondholders' 
money  in  Egypt  or  anywhere  else  ;  and 
ho  thought  it  was  a  pity  that  the  noble 
Ijord  (Lord  Edmond  Fitzmaurice)  should 
state  that  the  Ambassador's  despatch 
was  not  fully  before  him,  at  this  moment, 
when  it  had  been  known  this  matter  was 
likely  to  be  discussed.  When  there  was 
a  vast  Department  for  dealing  with 
foreign  affairs,  it  was  a  pity  that  the 
noble  Lord  should  not  be  in  full  posses-j 
sion  of  the  facts,  so  as  t )  put  them  before! 
the  House  ;  and  if  it  was  worth  the  while 
of  Her  Majesty's  Ambassador  to  inter- 
fere at  all,  the  information  ought  not  to 
be  kept  back  till  the  matter  was  all  over. 
He  would  remind  tho  Prime  MinistorJ 
that  he  himself  had  always  taken  great 
interest  in  any  international  or  literary 
institution,  and  bad  striven  to  see  justice 
done  to  nationalities,  and  to  preserve  the 
interests  of  literature  all  over  the  world. 
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He  had  taken  very  significant  action  in 
regard  to  Monte  Casino,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent the  Italian  Government,  shortly 
after  its  assumption  of  power,  from  con- 
fiscating and  sequestrating  that  great 
Boman  Catholic  Library  to  which  the 
world  was  bo  much  indebted.  This  Col- 
lege of  the  Propaganda  was  not  only  a 
College  for  preparing  priests  for  mis- 
sionary work  ;  it  was  not  only  a  Propa- 
ganda of  the  Faith ;  but  was  also  a  Pro- 
paganda of  literature  and  caltare.  Irish 
money  had  been  sent  out  to  be  invested 
for  these  purposes,  and  distinguished 
Irish  priests  had  been  sent  out  as  orna- 
ments to  various  British  Colonies  where 
millions  of  Boman  Catholics  lived  under 
the  rule  of  the  Queen.  Therefore,  he 
thought  there  w  ere  just  and  strong  reasons 
for  the  preservation  of  Irish  interests,  and 
of  literature,  culture,  and  education.  He 
remembered  that  a  distinguished  Mem- 
ber of  the  Eoyal  Family  had  done  his 
utmost  to  preserve  a  great  Dominican 
foundation  in  Borne.  These  places  were 
the  sources  of  that  great  learning  which 
Borne  possessed,  and  the  influence  of 
that  high  personage  was  exercised  to 
prevent  that  confiscation.  If  that  was 
so,  he  should  like  to  know  what  was  the 
position  of  this  Propaganda,  and  what 
would  be  the  result  of  this  sequestration  ? 
He  thought  they  were  justified  in  asking 
the  noble  Lord  what  was  to  be  the  effect 
of  this  action  of  the  Italian  Government 
upon  this  money  subscribed  for  the 
Propaganda  by  Ireland,  and  upon  these 
foundations  in  which  they  had  a  mone- 
tary interest  ?  Why  could  not  the  noble 
Lord  state  exactly  how  the  matter  stood, 
so  that  if  they  could  not  get  a  very 
binding  declaration  from  the  Govern- 
ment, the  Irish  Bishops  and  the  Irish 
people  might  at  any  rate  know  how  the 
matter  rested — what  the  transfer  was, 
and  how  far  it  affected  the  funds  of  the 
Irish  people  ? 

Me.  JUSTIN  M'CAETHY  said,  he 
thought  his  hon.  Friend  had  put  very 
well  the  point  as  to  the  position  of  this 
Propaganda.  That  had  been  pressed 
on  the  Prime  Minister's  notice  that 
evening  in  a  sort  of  irregular  discus- 
sion upon  Questions  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Carlow  (Mr.  Gray).  There  was  a 
very  distinct  difference  between  the  case 
of  England  in  regard  to  this  Fund,  and 
the  case  of  France,  or  Spain,  or  Italy. 
The  Prime  Minister  had  stated,  in  an- 
swer to  a  Question  on  this  subject,  that 
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if  the  Government  of  Italy  were  acting 
in  accordance  with  the  Italian  Munici- 
pal Law,  it  would  be  no  business  of 
ours  to  interfere,  even  though  the  inte- 
rests of  British  subjects  were  being 
affected ;  but  some  of  the  incidents  and 
facts  of  recent  history  showed  that  no 
country  recognized  such  a  position.  No 
Foreign  Government,  even  though  act- 
ing according  to  its  own  Municipal  Law, 
was  entitled  to  do  wrong,  without  another 
Government  having  the  right  to  inter- 
fere in  the  interest  of  its  own  subjects. 
That  position  had  been  established  in  the 
case  of  the  Alabama  claims.  England, 
of  all  countries,  had  a  right  to  require 
Italy  to  alter  her  Municipal  Law  if  it  was 
injurious  to  our  interests,  for  united  Italy 
was  the  child  of  England,  which,  more 
than  any  other  nation  in  the  world,  made 
the  Italian  Kingdom.  That  had  been  ad- 
mitted over  and  over  again  by  Cavour 
and  by  Garibaldi,  and  he  thought  the 
country  which  made  Italy  ought  to  be 
able  to  influence  Italy.  He,  therefore, 
hoped  this  discussion  would  be  of  some 
use. 

Me.  GLADSTONE:  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  Galway  (Colonel 
Nolan)  says  he  thinks  that  England 
might  well  interfere  in  this  case,  as 
being  the  custodian  of  vested  interests 
in  general.  But  if  we  were  to  attempt 
to  interfere  with  the  Italian  Government 
on  the  ground  that  we  had  invariably 
respected  the  interests  and  rights  of 
Corporate  Bodies,  and  the  Italian  Go- 
vernment were  to  reply  by  a  reference 
to  the  case  of  the  Irish  Church,  I  should 
be  puzzled  what  reply  to  make;  and  if 
the  Italian  Gt)vernment  were  to  point  to 
those  Irish  Members  who  now  urge 
this  interference  as  among  those  who 
voted  for  and  pressed  with  some  warmth 
for  the  Disestablishment  of  the  Irish 
Church,  I  should  have  still  more  diffi- 
culty in  replying.  [An  hon.  Mbmbeb  : 
Oh,  oh !]  I  am  stating  my  opi- 
nion, and  I  hope  the  hon.  Member  will 
have  some  better  means  of  meeting  it 
than  by  crying  "Oh!"  I  was  dealing 
with  the  specific  plea  put  forward  by  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Galway, 
who  said  we  ought  to  interfere  in  this 
matter  because  we  are  persons  who  have 
always  maintained  the  vested  rights  of 
Corporate  Bodies.  That,  I  think,  is  a 
very  awkward  argument  for  us  to  ad- 
vance. I  will  refer  to  another  instance. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Longford  (Mr. 
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upon  right,  then  I  do  not  see  why  he 
Bnould  be  bo  careful  to  say  he  would 
not  insist.  I  shall  be  glad  to  be  more 
fully  informed. 

^  Mk.  JUSTIN  M'CAETHY :  I  said, 
it  would  be  enough  to  go  on  the 
g^und  of  right,  and  that  there  would 
probably  be  no  necessity  for  insist- 
ance. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE :  Then  I  must  ask 
this.  I  have  not  gathered  what  is  the 
distinct  and  definite  ground  of  right 
upon  which  this  daim  is  to  be  insisted 
upon.  It  is  to  be  an  appeal  upon  the 
ground  of  right,  and  what  is  the  case 
alleged?  The  case  alleged  is,  that  a 
large  amount  of  property  had  been 
created  in  Italy,  and  invested  in  Italy 
by  meansof  contributions  gathered  from, 
I  may  say,  the  whole  of  Latin  Christen- 
dom. That  is  vety  likely  the  case,  and 
it  is  now  said  that  much  damage  has 
been  suffered  from  the  compulsory  con- 
version to  which  this  property  has  been 
subjected.  I  have  not  been  able  to  ex- 
amine the  facts — upon  which,  I  think, 
my  noble  Friend  offered  a  good  argu- 
ment— but  I  will  assume  that  the  alle- 
gations made  are  warranted,  and  that 
the  property  has  been  seriously  damaged. 
But  does  that  give  a  good  title  as  a 
right  for  one  nation  to  interfere  with 
the  internal  legislation  of  another  ?  Does 
the  fact  that  this  property  has  been 
created  by  contributions  from  abroad, 
from  Austria,  France,  and  Spain,  quite 
as  much  as,  and,  perhaps,  a  good  deal 
more  than,  from  Ireland — which  is  al- 
ways generous,  but  has  not  had  very 
ample  means — does  that  give  a  title  to 
follow  the  property  into  the  country  to 
which  the  contributions  have  been 
voluntarily  sent,  and  when  invested  has 
become  subject  to  the  actual  laws  of 
the  country  ?  There  are  a  vast  number 
of  churches  in  the  Colonies  which  have 
been  founded  by  funds  sent  from  Eng- 
land—  I  mean  churches  in  connection 
with  the  Established  Church  in  this 
country  —  but  that  does  not  give  any 
tide  to  us  to  protest  against  any  legisla- 
tion dealing  with  them,  because  we 
have  chosen  to  send  the  money  to  found 
them. 

Mb.  O'DONNELL  said,  that  not  only 
was  the  Propaganda  founded  in  the 
days  of  the  Temporal  Power,  but 
its  object  was  to  extend  and  establish 
the  Catholic  Church  in  all  parts  of  the 
world. 

Mr.  OUtietone 


Mr.  GLADSTONE :  As  to  the  argu- 
ment derived  from  the  fact  that  this  ia 
an  institution  of  propagation,  not  hav- 
ing the  end  and  aim  of  its  work  in  the 
country  where  it  has  its  seat,  why, 
that  argument  applies  to  all  the  Mis- 
sionary Societies  in  England,  and  to 
every  Missionary  Society  in  Europe. 
All  these  Societies  might,  on  that  prin- 
ciple, be  allowed  to  set  up  pretensions 
against  the  legitimate  power  of  the 
country  in  which  they  were  established. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  says  that  this  in- 
stitution was  founded  in  the  days  of  the 
Temporal  Power  of  the  Popedom.  No 
doubt  of  it.  If  you  tell  me  that  that  is 
a  consideration,  and  that  the  hardship 
of  the  change  effected  is  a  consideration 
which  may,  as  a  matter  of  feeling  and 
equity,  be  fairly  represented  in  the  way 
of  what  I  may  call  an  appeal  ad  miteri- 
eordiam,  then  we  get  on  ground  where 
some  observations  on  our  part  might  be 
more  practicable ;  but  I  must  say  that 
the  particular  institutions  which  are 
founded  under  the  shelter  of  the  gene- 
ral Government  of  a  country  must  ac- 
cept their  fortune  under  the  general  law 
of  that  country,  whereas,!  to  warrant 
the  interference  of  one  Power  with  an- 
other, there  must  be  matter  of  public 
law  involved.  So  that  I  firmly  hold  to 
the  principle  that  any  argument  ad- 
vanced must  be  an  argument  of  amity 
or  comity,  and  that  it  cannot  be  made 
on  the  ground  of  law. 

Mb.  HEALY  :  How  about  the  Egyp- 
tian bondholders  ? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  Does  the  hon. 
Gentleman  really  think  that  by  his 
question  he  has  contributed  anything  to 
this  discussion  ? .  Whatever  the  rights  of 
the  bondholders  are,  they  were  founded 
on  the  express  consent  of  all  the  Powers 
of  Europe ;  and,  therefore,  they  have  no 
relation  to  a  case  of  this  kind.  I  do  not 
pretend  to  be  in  possession  of  the  whole 
of  the  facts  -of  the  case,  and  I  have  only 
put  forward  a  general  principle,  and 
likewise  laid  down  certain  general  lines 
to  which,  in  mv  judgment,  action  in  this 
matter  should  oe  confined,  if  there  is  to 
be  any  chance  of  success.  On  the  other 
hand,  I  must  say  that  it  has  not  been 
shown  that  there  exists  any  just  title  in 
any  quarter  to  attempt  any  interference 
with  the  Sovereign  rights  of  the  Italian 
State  affecting  directly  the  different  pro- 
perties imder  State  control.  I  hope  Uie 
hon.  Gentleman  will  be  content  to  look 
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Govemment  had  bound  itself  not  to  in- 
terfere with  property  of  this  kind  in  the 
Italian  States,  and  he  (Mr.  Bigi;ar) 
thought  that  that  pledgee  of  the  Italian 
Government  constituted  an  exceedingly 
good  standpoint  from  which  to  object  to 
this  confiscation  of  the  property  of  Ca- 
tholics who  were  scattered  all  over  the 
world.  He  maintained  that  the  British 
Government,  as  the  ruling  power  in  this 
country,  was  in  duty  bound  to  interfere 
on  behalf  of  Her  Majesty's  Catholic 
subjects  at  home  and  abroad;  and  he 
might  remark  that,  in  comparison  with 
other  Powers,  England  had  the  reputa- 
tion of  very  much  neglecting  the  inte- 
rests of  her  subjects  in  foreign  countries. 
He  was  informed,  on  excellent  authority, 
that  the  other  Powers,  through  their 
Consuls,  had  always  of  late  very  much 
more  consulted  the  interests  of  their  sub- 
jects than  was  the  case  with  England. 
However,  he  believed  the  country  had 
some  little  influence  abroad,  and  he 
hoped  it  would  be  exercised  in  this  case, 
without  resorting  to  a  system  of  under- 
hand or  underground  negotiations.  It 
would  seem,  from  the  replies  of  the 
Government,  however,  that  their  inten- 
tion was,  if  possible,  to  shelve  the  ques- 
tion. He  hoped  the  hon.  Member  for 
Bungarvan  (Mr.  O'Donnell)  would  divide 
the  Committee  on  his  Amendment. 

Me.   O'DONNELL    said,   the   right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Prime  Minister  had 
stated  that  when  property  was  invested 
in  a  State,  subject  to  the  laws  of  that 
State,  and  when  a  revolution  occurred 
by  which  a  fresh  Government  was  intro- 
duced, no  objection  could  be  raised  to 
any  fate  that  might  befall  the  invest- 
ments under  the  old  rigim»Mr\en  they 
passed    under    the    new   rigimt.      But 
surely  it  was  possible  that  objections 
might  be  raised  under  the  new  rigime. 
U  m  any  State  of  Europe  or  Asia  large 
investments  of  property  had  taken  place 
on  the  faith  of  the  established  Govern- 
ment there,  and  that  Government  were 
overthrown  by  revolution,  might  not  the 
i!mJ®"??  character  of  the  claim  em- 
^<»en  the  Prime  Minister  to  make  the 
^ngest   representations    to   the    new 
Government  on  behalf   of  the  owners 
Q«nff„P''**P®^y  ?    When  the  right  hon. 
W  ^*"'   just    now   extorted    cheers 
follftwfl?*\  **?   ^^    ™o'«   enthusiastic 
not  Ifr"'     ®  ^*^  observed  that  he  did 
P*op^t,-ot°  ""i^ewal  response  to  his 
propoMtion   that    the  property  of  the 


Propaganda  College  must  be  subject  to 
every  vicissitude  and  every  injustice 
which  the  new  rigimt  might  put  upon 
it,  without  any  redress  or  remonstrance 
from  abroad.  There  had  been  a  little 
too  much  reference  to  International  Law 
in  the  course  of  the  discussion,  and  he 
thought  equity  would  have  been  a  much 
better  basis  on  which  to  argue  this  ques- 
tion. There  was  no  such  thing  as  law 
between  nation  and  nation;  the  term 
was  essentially  one  of  analogy,  and  it 
was  by  playing  on  it  that  the  Prime 
Minister  had  met  the  objections  of  Ca- 
tholic Members  on  that  occasion.  He 
did  not,  of  course,  impugn  the  motives 
which  had  induced  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Parnell)  to  change 
his  attitude  on  this  question  ;  but  it  was 
known  that  he  (Mr.  O'Donnell)  had  for 
months  past  intended  to  bring  forward 
this  Motion,  and  up  to  that  moment  not 
a  single  protest  had  been  made  against 
it ;  and  only  a  few  days  ago  he  had  seen 
letters  from  Catholics  asking  Irish  Mem- 
bers to  lose  no  opportunity  of  bringing 
forward  this  matter.  Therefore,  he  was 
ready  to  take  his  share  of  the  responsi- 
bility for  raising  the  question  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  He  contended  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  in  dealing 
with  the  Italian  Government,  should 
stand  upon  the  ground  of  equity,  and 
they  might  then  put  their  argument  into 
any  form  they  chose.  He  altogether 
repudiated  that  appeal  ad  mfterieordiam, 
which  the  Prime  Minister  had  sug- 
gested might  be  made  to  the  Italian 
Government,  for  one  which  addressed 
itself  to  their  sense  of  equity;  and  he 
believed  that  had  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment at  first  appealed  to  the  Italian 
Government  upon  that  ground,  the  com- 
plaint he  was  now  urging  would  not 
have  been  made.  He  was  certainly  pre- 
pared to  acquiesce  in  the  suggestion  of 
his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Cavaa 

gfr.  Biggar)  to  press  this  Motion  to  a 
ivision,  because  the  conduct  of  the 
British  Ambassador,  although  it  was  not 
necessarily  the  policy  of  the  Government, 
had  certainly  not  been  satisfactory,  inas- 
much as  he  had  allowed  month  after 
month  to  slip  away  without  rendering 
any  account  of  his  action  to  the  Govern- 
ment at  home. 

Mr.  LYNCH  said,  he  also  wished  to 
avail  himself  of  the  opportunity  afforded 
by  this  Vote  for  entering  his  protest 
againat  the  conduct  of  the  Gk)vemment. 
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Oommittee  was  that,  as  a  result  of  Ad- 
miral Hewett's  Mission,  they  had  got  a 
couple  of  Treaties,  which  a  little  exami- 
nation would  show  to  be  absolutely 
valueless  —  Treaties  from  which  they 
could  expect  no  substantial  return  either 
politically  or  philanthropically.  The 
effect  of  them  would  be  to  identify  us  in 
the  minds  of  the  Soudanese  with  their 
worst  and  most  hated  enemies.  The 
Abyssinians  had  always  been  and  still 
were  the  bitterest  enemies  of  the  whole 
of  the  Arab  Tribes  from  Darfour  to  the 
Bed  Sea.  By  these  Treaties  we  had  made 
common  political  cause  with  the  savage, 
miscalled  '*  Christian "  mountaineers, 
and  the  animosity  and  hatred  with  which 
they  were  regarded  by  the  Soudanese 
would,  in  consequence,  be  extended  to 
us.  Now,  as  to  the  value  of  the  Treaties 
which  Admiral  Hewett  had  ne^cotiated. 
They  were  two  in  number.  The  first 
had  reference  to  the  withdrawal  of  the 
garrisons  from  Kassala  and  two  other 
places,  Amedib  and  Sanhit,  which  were  so 
small  and  so  unimportant  as  not  to  be 
found  on  any  map  he  bad  been  able  to 
consult.    By  the  Third  Article  of  the 

Jrincipal  of  the  two  Conventions,  King 
ohn  undertook — 

"To  facilitate  the  withdrawal  of  the  troopa 
of  Hii  Highness  the  Khedive  from  K'ni^/wl'^t 
Amedib,  and  Sanhit,  through  Ethiopia  to 
Uaaaowah." 

He  (Mr.  M'Coan)  did  not  quite  under- 
stand what  was  meant  by  "facilitating 
the  withdrawal  of  the  troops."  It  mifcht 
or  it  might  not  mean  that  King  John 
would  march  a  Force  to  the  relief  of  the 

garrisons,  and  protect  their  retreat  to 
le  sea  at  Masnowah ;  or  it  might  mean 
that  he  would  g^ve  them  free  transit 
through  Abyssinia.  Anyhow,  that  was 
the  only  thing  which  King  John  en- 
gaged to  carry  out  as  an  equivalent  for 
what  we  undertook  to  give  to  him.  And 
what  was  that  ?  We  engaged  to  deliver 
up  to  him  the  large  district  of  Bogos, 
a  district  lying  immediately  to  the 
North  of  Abysinnia  Proper,  and  within 
some  60  or  80  miles  of  the  sea  at 
Massowah.  Now,  the  noble  Lord 
(Lord  Edmond  Fitzmaurice)  would, 
probably,  tell  the  Committee  that  Bogos 
was  formerly  Abyssinian  territory, 
and  that  it<i  annexation  by  Egypt  was 
never  recognized  by  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment, or  never,  in  fact,  effectively 
took  place.  Anticipating  some  such  a 
statement  as  that,   he    (Mr.    M'Coan) 

Mr.  JTCmm 


ventured  to  tell  the  Oommittee  what  the 
history  of  Bogos  was.  In  the  time  of 
Mehemet  Ali,  it  was  a  sort  of  "no  man's 
land"  between  Abyssinia  and  the  North- 
em  parts  of  the  Soudan.  It  was  in- 
habited then,  as  now,  by  a  number  of 
perfectly  distinct  tribes  having  no  tribal 
unity,  and  who  recognized  no  common 
Chief.  Mehemet  Ali  annexed  the  district 
and  placed  troops  in  it,  and  it  became 
substantially  a  part  of  the  Egyptian 
Soudan.  For  several  years  the  hold  of 
Mehemet  Ali  on  it  was  a  very  shifting 
one.  Sometimes  he  woi  taxation  from 
the  district,  and  sometimes  he  got  none ; 
but,  at  all  events,  the  claims  of  Egypt 
upon  Boi^os  were  unbroken  from  the 
time  of  Mehemet  Ali  to  that  of  Ismail. 
During  the  last  50  years,  not  even  in  the 
days  of  King  Theodore,  or  any  of  the 
Chiefs  who  divided  with  him  authority 
over  Abyssinia,  had  any  claim  to  it  over 
been  made,  and  it  was  formally  recog- 
nized by  the  Porte  as  Egyptian  territory. 
In  the  Keign  of  the  late  Khedive,  Ismail, 
the  hold  of  Egypt  upon  Bogos  was 
tightened.  Garrisons  were  regfularly 
placed  in  it,  taxation  was  organized  and 
enforced,  and  it  became  as  much  a  part 
of  the  Egyptian  Soudan  as  Dongola  or 
Khartoum.  That  had  been  the  territorial 
condition  of  Bogos  for  some  SO  or  60 
years,  yet  in  Article  II.  of  the  Treaty  we 
had,  without  reference  to  the  Porte  at 
all,  taken  upon  ourselves  to  hand  over 
the  whole  of  this  territory  to  the  pre- 
sent King  of  Abyssinia.  And,  at  this 
point,  lot  them  consider  who  the  King 
of  Abyssinia  was.  Up  to  a  few  years 
ago,  he  was  simply  one  of  the  three 
Chiefs  exercising  authority  over  the 
three  districts  or  Provinces  into  which 
Abyssinia  had  been  immemorially  di- 
vided. He  was  Chief  of  the  Northern 
Province,  and  mainly  owing  to  the  can- 
nons and  rifles  left  with  him  by  Lord 
Napier  of  Magdala,  after  the  defeat 
of  Theodore,  ne  succeeded  in  sub- 
jugating to  his  own  authority  the 
Chiefs  of  the  other  two  districts.  The 
Negoosa  Negunt,  King  of  Kings  of 
Ethiopia — this  King  Johannes — was  as 
barbarous  a  savage  as  was  to  be  found 
South  of  Cairo,  and  his  people  were 
quite  as  savage  a  population  as  existed 
in  any  part  of  Africa.  They  continued 
still,  a.s  in  Bruce's  lime,  to  eat  the  raw 
flesh  of  living  animals ;  and  though 
nominally  belonging  to  the  Coptic 
Ghoroh,  their  treatment  of  Protastantt, 
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or  r«th<ilir*.  or  RMtpl*  Mpooainc  anr 
<<ih»r  fiirm  of  iho  <*hn*tiaii  rrliifiun. 
wa«  l>arti!>riu«  in  thp<>s!r-tn<-  A  riNcnt 
l{«l>.r!  of  tli«  I'r*iuit;iti<in  r-Mirinti-<i  a 

■  t;r«ii!  iiti!ii>"-r  ••!  -ii  h  n'r'-i  itn-*  (••iii' 
nii:t<><l  t<v  Kiiii;  .l>>hn  TIsim.  h»  Im-I 
ii<>iri*<l<'aili<>lt<'  iiii*«i>itiiiri<^.  •n<i.  Inilm^ 
t<i  itiluio  th<-iii  to  iiliaiii|<iii  <'iith<ilii  Kill. 
h*<l  <  lit  off  their  f<H>l,  liitiiil*,  nmi 
\-f*  \<-\  th:«  wiK  tlio  Kin^;  with  whom, 
nii'l  on  •'■{<i:il  I'-riiK  ■'(  •  :«tli/«ti<in  ■»•! 
«li,;fiitv.  .Vliiiirnl  il<-wi-:t  hn-l  n<'|{<itiiit>i| 
two  Tri->>;i>-<   nt   a  ro«t  of    i'l.lKul.      ||i< 

Mr  M'*'oan  w*-*\  hanlly  Miy  thtt  niiv 
«>n|(iit;tiiii<-nt«  «'nt-r<  <l  into  liv  *'4t-h  • 
»avaK<-  With  Hot  w-'fth  tii<-  |>a|n'r  ti.i-y 
w<>r<-  «riM<'n  ii|t>in  Nor  hn  i  any  mi*au« 
1 1  tiiiiiir<<  tlio  I  nrrrint;  out  »(  the  Tn-a- 
tic*  >>••<•»  |iniri'li'<i  l>T  th-  ap|Miintiii<*nt  ••/ 
Coitiiul*  or  Agi-ntA,  wh'>  might  ■ii|M>r- 
TIM)  thfir  <<so>ution  \V<>  rflnxl  u|ion 
tho  won)  of  thi«  »«*•,;•• .  nn>i  on  no 
bi-ttcr  Kuardnlii*  ha>l  •iirri-niiml  to  him 

■  );iciit  <liMri<t  of  Kt;y|>t:nn  territory. 
W<i  ilhl  U"',  III  !•  rill*  tn*"  Kin|{  J<ihn 
K»*«-tU;  ("It  W4>  ha-1  in  <*>r-Tt  •aid — 
•'\Vi'»;il  n"!  ^w  It  to  y-iu  ;  hut  ««• 
will  n-'t  |in-Ti'nt  ynu  takmtr  it."  I'rar- 
tiraily.  !tiori'for«.  it  wii«  unili-rttivtil  that 
Kmt;  John  •hotiM  m>i/x  and  h<iM  tho 
Ka«<ala  •ls«:rii  t.  on«<  of  th<«  ra<N!  riilti- 
r*t«Hi  an-l  ii«iii/rxi  an-1  |iri»|>t>r«r.i«  I'n>- 
Tinr<<<  in  r|i|'<T  F.^}|it,  ami  thi<  ri<ntr<> 
of  a  thrit  111);  trn  !••  With  th«<  ami*  au<l 
aiiiniiini'.ion  h<>  wmilil  tiinl  in  Kaaaala. 
Ami-tlit-,  aU'l  Sanhit.  hi«  |Mjwi<r  for  rtil 
uT'T  th<<  II- i^hlKi  ir.n^  trit-<*<  woultl  (m* 
alarii.i:i^!y  Kf  •••  Sin'ox''**"'"!''.'  X\w* 
•tor<-<.  h"  «'-i.'l  !•«  al>I«*  To  Work  hi« 
•aTa,;«  wiii  'iitin  th<>  ah-h*  Ily  r<i;i- 
fi-rriU|(  •  !■  h  n  l«ant«t;fw  on  a  *a«a|(i<  o( 
th.<  k.i.-l.  «<'  I<A>I  I  J<  niiiiivi  <iurM<l«>f 
With  h'.-:i.  ai.'l  !••<  iiiir.  in  a  v-nw.  rwapon- 
•iIiIk  i'lr  ail  thi>  l>arl>ari'.ic><  whi<  h.  thus 
•tr<'ii^'.h-  fs'-l.  hi-  «■■  il  Ir-ifii'iiil  N-ir  waa 
th<'  ii.i».  !i. •■?•■• 'l"!.!'  iip-rvly  t- n.|«>rary. 
Itr  t-iri.  i.if  Mt*«'-«i4h  .'..'.•>  n  itv  y,,tx 
for  thi<  al  m:**!  Ti  of  ari.«  at.'l  aiitinu- 
niti-n.  .'.  «a«  ^.vt"  |<rnianr>ut  For 
iuai>«  \r\f*  l\\"  •!ru^,;ii'  of  th«  Khi-livti 

of    K^Jl'?      hi  J     '••■»!!    !■>    kt-«'|l    thfl    Kiutc 

uf  .\(>«o<iMa  lr'<iu  olitdiiiin^  luililnry 
lUiMt.  '-.<  in  ti,.«  Wilt  I'l.t*  coitataitt 
ilri«;rv  of  ;h«  K  u«;  hail  lH>rn  t<i  |{rt 
ai'>*'*v  '■  •  th"  ••••  '.  't  thi«  |--ir|»<*i'  Vi'fy 
V.\\\n  |iir<  L.-r  !iati-.ti/«  jiaMml  out  i.f 
M4%«owah.  an  I  !•-«•  |i«Mn|  in,  hut  Ofiw 
tho  i>a«««,;<'  ••(  o:i»  kind  uf  git>«l« 
Wuutl  Gwrtoinly  Uw  larirwlr  incrvaanl  by 


tha  BOW  TrMtjr.  Kin*  Joka  bail  bwa 
for  nianr  yi«ar«  oni>  of  th*  larjtMt  alava 
i|i-.il->r«  HI  iliat  I'urt  'if  Afriia  S-ima 
•.•ill  mo  A>>\u>nian  aluvr*.  who  WKtn  tha 
hi^'i-"!  j.ri'-.il  ulari-*  in  K(r%|>?  atid  T-ir- 
k-'i .  !■  ••  •  •!  or-r  th»  A->r**ini«n  Frti"»fi*r 
•'*»ry  \i>ar,  nn<l  for  cai  h  of  th>>*«  KiDg 
John  tt-o-ivi'l  n  toll  of  two  ilollar*.  to 
t'liil  Km  Iliad-'  .1  lar,;<«  n>vi>nu«  fn<iii  tha 
a-t:ii>  |>iir*iiit  ff  thi<  alniniinablA  trafllc. 
'lo  g\\,>  |-h.otiiMir>i|>:i-  ndour  t>i  th*  Mtt> 
nion.  It  h.t-i  )»-<-n  n<-|;otiatix|  that— 

'    lilt  \Ik-*»*.\  If.*-  V#tr**«  Vrfuat  axrora  Va 
|.r  ).i*.  t.  :■■  t^.■'  >>•'.  .  I  (.11  aUliti.  th*  t>MTUig 

•Il  1  ••  .  i!ij     (  altf*  ait).:li  hi*   t"lblll|i>01." 

If  Kin,;  .toim  wcr*  a  niiwlpl  of  hnnoar 
an-1  If-"!  fn:th,  mi- h  an  undi'rtakin|{ 
tllich!  htTP  aoiiio  va|i|i>:  hut,  lM>in|C  th* 
•ava^i-  h"  wa*.  it  ha  I  no  valiio  what- 
•>v«-r .  and  all  th<>  inoro  »>,  that  tbi>ra 
WiiuM  I—  no  <  'oii«ular  A|r*nt  on  th*  apot. 
Kin^;  John'*  whol*  inii-rnat  wouli  li*  in 
rontiniiini;  in  th<>  futur*.  a*  in  th*  {taat, 
to  fi.t  iiiratt*  th*  tralfii-  in  alaTi**,  anil 
w*  Kho-.ild  l>*  ahv-iluti'ly  without  tba 
m»an*  of  kn--win,;  wh<*th*r  h*  did  nt  or 
n-it  For  t:>*'ii>K  up  th*  iliatrirt  of 
Ilo^-i*.  «h:<!i  dl-i  not  Ki-loB^  tu  ut. 
and  a*  to  « hich  w*  had  not  c«in«ultad 
th*  ."^ofrrtiurn  l*ow»-r  at  all.  and  for  in 
*tr«t.  al~>.  *urT<>nd*rinir  th*  wpalthr 
and  |>ri>*|MTout  l'nivinc*of  Kaaaala,  with 
all  th»(}or*mmi>nt  tt<»rM  and  munitions 
■  •f  war.  a*  wi-ll  a*  tho**  in  Am*dib  and 
Sanhit,  w*  had  ifit,  what  '—an  "  A^r*«- 
iiK  nt  "  fr<>:n  thi*  "avagM  to  farititat*  tha 
r*tr«iat  of  th<i  (carrivon*,  and  a  promiM 
to  di*>--ur.ti;->  th*  Slar*  Trail*.  That 
wa*  a  im-ir  r*tiiru  f-r  I'l  iniO  To  bia 
Mr.  M  i'->4n'*  niin-l.  th*  ni-nt  arrioaa 
part  of  th«  >i4»iu*>*  wa*  t.'iat  it  would 
tiav*  hii^in  iir<ulat>d  thr>u|thout  tha 
whol*  of  th*  ."^ludan  that  !h*r  had  nada 
romni'-n  •  a  i*-  wsth  thi«  »aTag»  King, 
and  that  thi  y  w*r«>  a*  had  aa  h*  waa. 
Thii  ai'Ti'-n  «••  had  takt-n  woul  1.  b»  waa 
p>-r*iiaii--i.  :tit"n«ify  th*  Mo*'-u>  ant- 
ino«i!y  auil  hatn^l  and  di*iru*t  nf  na 
whiih  alrraily  fiiatmi.  N<-t  iupr*ly  «>n 
th*  Kf""'' I  ■•  ("•".I.  I'Ut  *vrn  on  iba 
irr-iuud  of  |C'*"'>K  ■'>»  worth  »f  what  it 
!<••!  u*.  «n  ha-i  ;:,a>ii-  a  «i-ry  l>ad  l-ar- 
i;ain  ,  and.  th<  rvf  ir*.  ht-  lM>i;i;i-d  ti>  muf • 
th*  r>-l'i  '.  o:i  -f  th*  Vol*  >•«  ll.uviv 

M>'ti  >»  uiad-,  a»d  U-i'*tion  pr«>|>i«0il, 
■'  lh.*t   u.«    lum.     t   <«  «w.   («   Adatiial 

||rs>t-.'>      ••)•<.>*.       MiMI.S      W      AtlMlDta,     b* 

uoiiilnl    IrvM    UU    ^f.f  111    V.to "  —  \Mr. 
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Bakon  HENEY  DE  worms  said, 
he  thought  the  hon.  Member  (Mr. 
M'Coan)  had  done  good  service  in  call- 
ing the  attention  of  the  Committee  to 
this  Vote.  It  might  be  in  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  Committee  that  he  (Baron 
Henry  De  Worms)  had,  not  long  ago, 
brought  it  under  the  attention  of  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  and  had  asked  how  it  was  that 
Kassala,  Amedib,  and  Sanhit  had  been 
ceded  to  Abyssinia  ?  And  the  answer  he 
had  received  waa  that,  so  far  as  Articles 
I.  and  II.  of  the  Treaty  of  Adowa  were 
concerned,  there  was  no  evidence  that 
Kassala  had  been  ceded.  It  appeared 
to  him,  however,  that  in  Article  II. 
there  was  every  evidence  of  such  being 
the  case.     Article  II.  said — 

"  On  and  after  the  lit  day  of  September, 
1884,  correaponding  to  the  8th  day  of  Ua>- 
karniin,  1877,  the  coantry  called  Bogoa  shall 
be  reitored  to  HU  M.ajeaty  the  Negooia  Ne«ust ; 
and  when  the  troops  of  His  Highness  the  Khe- 
dive shall  have  left  the  garrisons  of  Kassala, 
Amedib,  and  Sanhit,  the  buildings  in  the  Bogos 
coantry  which  now  belong  to  His  Highness  the 
Khedive,  together  with  all  the  stores  and  muni- 
tions of  war  which  shall  then  remain  in  the 
said  buildings,  shall  be  delivered  to  and  become 
the  property  of  His  MAJeatv  the  Negoosa  Ne- 
gust." 

What  waa  the  real  meaning  of  guaran- 
teeing that  the  garrisons  should  be  with- 
drawn from  Kassala,  Amedib,  and  San- 
hit, and  should  be  occupied  by  the  King 
of  Abyssinia  7  It  was  a  quibble  to  say 
that  it  did  not  mean  the  cession  of  these 
places  to  King  John.  In  1810  these 
places  were  taken  by  Mehemet  Ali,  and 
became  the  property  of  the  Porte.  It 
might  bo  said  that  the  question  of  the 
Suzerainty  of  the  Porte  arose  on  the 
broader  question  of  Egypt  itself;  but, 
admitting  that,  it  was  still  a  question 
whether  the  Porte  ought  not  to  have 
been  consulted  before  these  places  were 
handed  over  to  the  King  of  Abyssinia. 
So  far  as  he  could  gather,  he  believed 
the  Porte  never  had  been  consulted.  If 
that  were  so,  it  amounted  to  this — that, 
in  order  to  bring  about  an  alliance  with 
Abyssinia,  they  had  handed  over  terri- 
tory which  belonged  to  somebody  else. 
What  was  the  object  of  their  alliance 
with  the  King  of  Abyssinia?  Some 
time  ago,  the  Government  were  aske<I  if 
— as  it  was  rumoured — they  intended  to 
enter  into  an  alliance  with  the  King  of 
Abyasinia  ?    These  questions  were  gene- 


rally met  by  an  absolute  denial  or  an 
evasive  answer.  Hon.  Members  now 
saw  what  such  denial  was  worth.  There 
could  be  no  question — there  could  be  no 
doubt — that  there  was  a  most  absolute 
Treaty  between  the  King  of  Abyssinia 
and  Her  Majesty's  Government,  and  that 
there  was  the  most  distinct  connection 
between  the  cession  of  the  towns  of 
Kassala,  Amedib,  and  Sanhit,  and  the 
relief  of  General  Gordon,  Then,  as  the 
hon.  Gentleman  very  pertinently  asked, 
who  had  they  allied  themselves  with  7 
They  had  allied  themselves  with  a 
nation  probably  excelling  in  barbarity 
the  Soudanese  themselves,  whom  they 
had  sought  their  assistance  to  overcome. 
In  allying  themselves  in  this  manner, 
they  were  encouraging  a  religious  feud, 
because  they  wore  employing  a  nation 
professing  Christianity  against  a  nation 
of  Mussulmans,  and  they  were  increasing 
the  difficulties  of  a  situation  already 
rendered  difficult  enough  by  their  vacil- 
lating policy.  As  the  vacillating  policy 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  haa  ma- 
terially increased  their  expenses  and 
their  liabilities  in  that  part  of  the  globe, 
he  should  support  the  Motion  for  the 
reduction  of  the  Vote. 

SiB  GEOEGE  CAMPBELL  said,  that 

on  this  question  he  could  not  at  all  agree 

with  the  hon.  Member  for  Wicklow  (Mr. 

M'Coan).     He  (Sir  George  Campbell) 

!  had  never  been  in  the  country  in  quos- 

I  tion  himself ;  but  an  opportunity  of  tra- 

■  veiling   over  it    had    been  afforded  ro- 

'  cently  to  a  gentleman,  who  had  availed 

I  himself  of  it,  and  it  seemed  to  him  tliat 

the  journey  had  borne  good  fruit.     The 

j  journey  he  referred  had  been  made  tlio 

j  subject  of  a  book  of  a  very  iuteretitingaud 

instructive  character.  The  author  was  not 

'  a  partizau,  nor  had  the  journey  been  un- 

;  dertaken  in  connection  with  this  subject. 

i  This  writer,  Mr.  James,  bad  visited  the 

territory  in  question,  and,  according  to 

.  this  gentleman's  narrative,  it  possessed 

a  good  climate  and  a  large  population, 

I  principally  Christian.   There  were  many 

I  Christian  missionaries  in   the   country, 

I  and  Mr.  James  gave  his  readers  to  un- 

I  derstand  that  it  was  occupied  by  ilgyp- 

'  tian  garrisons,  who  held  it  as  a  foreign 

country ;  and  it  appeared  to  Mr.  James 

that  thH  country  was  one  which  might 

very  well  be  j»iven  up  to  the  Abyssinians. 

Mb.  M'CUAN:  The  Abyssinians  never 

had  it. 
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Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  said,  that 
the  Abjssinians  had  certainly  possessed 
it  very  recently,  or,  at  any  rate,  part  of 
it,  and  he  should  be  very  glad  to  hear 
of  its  being  included  within  the  borders 
of  AbysHinia.  At  the  same  time,  he 
thought  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  should  explain  pre- 
cisely what  was  meant  by  the  territory 
of  Bogos.  The  Treaty  with  King  John 
was  somewhat  obscure  on  that  point, 
and  was  calculated  to  give  rise  to  some 
misapprehension ;  and  it  seemed  to  him, 
from  a  careful  study  of  the  document, 
that  it  was  not  intended  to  include 
Kassala  in  the  territtiry  of  Abyssinia. 
Mr.  James,  in  his  book,  explained  to 
the  reader  the  characteristics  of  the 
country,  and  the  interesting  tribes  who 
oocupied  it.  Kassala  was  a  very  civilized 
place.  Not  only  were  there  Greek  mer- 
chants there,  but  also  some  manufac- 
tures ;  and  it  was,  in  fact,  a  large  and 
important  place.  Ho  (Sir  George  Camp- 
bell) was  one  of  those  who  desired  to 
see  political  boundaries  correspond  with 
ethnological  boundaries,  and  it  seemed  to 
him  that  the  whole  country  occupied  by 
a  Christian  population  should  be  handed 
over  to  the  Christians.  He  would  not 
go  beyond  that ;  but  if  they  did  go 
farthor,  the  result  would  be  constant 
disturbance  and  prolonged  diiUculty. 
He,  therefore,  hoped  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  would  not  encourage  the 
King  of  Abyssinia  to  attempt  to  con- 
quer any  territory  outside  the  ethnologi- 
cal boundary.  Tlie  idea  he  (Sir  George 
Campbell)  had  gathered  from  the  cir- 
cumstautiul  account  of  Mr.  James,  had 
not  been  such  as  was  suggested  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Wicklow,  for,  as  he 
had  said,  this  would  seinm  to  be  a  civi- 
lized country.  No  doubt,  they  were  in 
a  very  unpleasant  position  as  to  General 
Gordon,  who  had  got  himself  into  this 
scrape  ;  and  it  would  be  a  mutter  for 
congratulation  if  they  could  get  him  out 
of  it  without  unnecessary  bloodshed.  He 
should  bo  glad  to  see  General  Gordon 
get  out  by  way  of  the  Blue  Nile,  or  the 
White  Nile,  or  any  other  way. 

Mr.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT  agreed 
■with  the  hon.  Member  who  had  spoken 
from  that  side  of  the  House  (Baron 
Henry  De  Worms),  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Wicklow  (Mr.  M'Coan)  had 
raised  a  most  important  question.  Of 
all  the  barbarous  and  cruel  and  pusil- 
lanimous acts  that  UerMajesty'sGovern- 


ment  had  been  guilty  of  in  regard  to 
the  Soudan,  this  invasion  of  the  terri- 
tory of  the  Arabs  by  Abyssinian  hordes 
was  the  worst.  Could  it  be  doing  right 
to  induce  these  savages,  who  hardly  de* 
served  the  name  of  Christians,  to  preci- 
pitate themselves  upon  a  people  alien  in 
race  and  religion — a  people  with  whom 
they  had  been  at  feud  for  generations  ? 
To  invite  them  to  do  this  thing  in  the 
interest  of  General  Gordon,  of  civiliza- 
tion, and  of  the  Soudan,  was  utterly  ab- 
surd, and  an  act  of  sheer  barbarity  and 
cruelty.  The  hon.  Member  who  had 
just  sat  down  had  described  the  Abys- 
sinians  as  a  civilized  people  ;  but  they 
were  in  reality  nothing  better  than  a 
horde  of  savages.  Possibly,  the  noble 
Lord  (Lord  Edmond  Fitzmaurice)  might 
disagi'ee  with  the  hon.  Member;  but  his 
opinion  would  have  undergone  a  change 
if  he  had  read  the  accounts  which,  had 
come  from  the  country  in  question 
from  a  correspondent  of  Th»  Daily 
News,  with  Admiral  Hewett.  The  noble 
Lord  would  have  seen,  if  he  had  read 
this  gentleman's  correspondence,  that 
the  Abyssinians  were  little  better  than 
savages ;  that  Sir  William  Hewett'a 
Mission  was,  from  time  to  time,  placed 
in  very  great  danger  by  them ;  and 
that  their  habits  and  modes  of  life  were 
filthy  and  barbarous  in  the  extreme.  If 
these  savages  had  had  placed  before 
them  merely  the  task  of  wresting  Kassala 
from  the  Arabs,  Parliament  might  have 
looked  upon  the  enterprize  and  its  suc- 
cess with  complacency ;  but,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  they  would  have  to  go  through 
thousands  of  Arab  tribesmen,  who  had 
been  comparatively  friendly  to  us  in  the 
Soudan,  to  get  there.  No  doubt,  fire, 
sword,  rapine,  and  every  sort  of  savage 
licence  would  be  inflicted  upon  these 
tribes.  What  was  the  object  of  this 
invasion  ?  As  the  hon.  Member  for  Wick- 
low had  pointed  out,  England  could  gain 
nothing  by  it.  Then,  what  was  the  ob- 
ject of  it  ?  Nominally,  it  was  to  relieve 
Kassala.  They  knew  what  that  meant 
— the  absolute  extinction  of  Kassala  and 
most  of  iti)  inhabitants.  Kassala  was 
a  town  of  25,000  inhabitants — a  town 
which,  according  to  Sir  Samuel  Baker, 
had  multiplied  three-fold  within  the  past 
'la  years,  a  town  of  considerable  pros- 
perity and  extensive  trade.  This  town 
was  to  be  handed  over  to  Abyssinia.  It 
was  no  use  saying  that  it  was  not  to 
be  handud  over  to  that  country.    Whea 
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thej  invited  a  savage  Monarcli  to  make 
himBelf  master  of  a  place,  and  he  told 
them  he  should  retain  it,  and  no  one 
was  sent  out  to  act  as  a  check  on  him, 
or  to  control  his  movements,  they  were 
practically  giving  it  to  him.  The  British 
Government  had  made  themselves  re- 
sponsible for  the  Soudan.  They  had 
driven  away  an  Egyptian  Minister  who 
had  wanted  to  restore  peace  and  order 
in  the  Soudan ;  they  had  massacred 
6,000  or  7,000  Arabs  there;  and  now  they 
were  sending  a  horde  of  20,000  savages, 
the  natural  enemies  of  the  Arabs  and 
the  people  in  possession,  to  seize  upon  a 
latge  town,  and  devastate  and  lay  waste 
the  surrounding  country  without  the 
slightest  restraint.  If  it  had  been  in- 
tended that  this  march  should  be  con- 
ducted on  civilized  principles,  and  if  it 
had  been  intended  to  place  some  restraint 
on  the  King  of  Abyssinia,  the  Govern- 
ment would  have  sent  Admiral  Hewett, 
or  some  of  his  officers,  to  accompany 
the  King,  in  order  to  prevent  wanton 
bloodshed  and  useless  destruction  of 
property.  They  had  been  afraid  to 
do  that.  Admiral  Hewett  had  been 
sent  on  his  Mission.  He  had  gone  as 
rapidly  as  he  could,  but  had  been  de- 
tained on  the  way  six  weeks  or  two 
months  whilst  the  King  was  at  his  bath. 
He  left  the  King  as  soon  as  he  could, 
and  hurried  away.  The  Government 
had  left  him  to  make  what  arrange- 
ments he  chose,  and  to  do  what  he  liked 
in  the  matter.  Surely,  no  course  of 
action  could  have  been  more  likely  to 
lead  to  destruction  of  life  and  property — 
useless  destruction  of  life  and  property. 
It  was  not  possible  to  stigmatize  this 
action  of  the  Government  in  terms  suffi- 
ciently strong.  It  was  even  worse  than 
instigating  the  Bulgarians  to  attack  the 
Mussulmen,  or  the  Turks  to  make  war 
on  the  Bulgarians,  without  taking  pre- 
cautions to  prevent  atrocities,  because 
the  Turks  were  more  civilized  than  these 
Arabs  and  Abyssinians.  He  admitted 
the  responsibility  of  this  country  to  pro- 
tect the  garrison  of  Kassala ;  but  it  was 
a  responsibility  they  should  bear  them- 
selves, and  their  action  should  not  be  to 
relieve  the  town  of  the  plague  of  the 
Arabs  by  sending  a  worse  plague  in  its 
place.  The  result  of  this  action  was 
very  likely  to  be,  for  the  moment,  to 
drive  the  Arab  besiegers  and  the  Egyp- 
tian garrison  into  union  against  the 
Abyssinian  barbarians.   It  was  said  that 

Mr.  Ashmtad-Barthtt 


the  assistance  of  the  Abyssinians  had 
been  invited  in  the  interest  of  General 
Gordon ;  but  he  (Mr.  Ashmead-Bartlett) 
should  have  thought  no  step  more 
disastrous  to  General  Gt>rdon  could  have 
been  taken.  It  would  create  the  greatest 
bitterness  and  the  deepest  hostility 
amongst  the  Soudanese.  It  would  fill 
the  whole  of  the  Soudanese  with  the 
deadliest  hatred  to  the  British,  when 
they  knew  how  their  country  had  been 
ravaged  and  their  people  slaughtered 
and  enslaved  by  these  Christian  Abys- 
sinians at  our  instigation.  He  was 
curious  to  hear  what  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  would 
have  to  say  in  defence  of  the  action  of 
the  Government.  He  was  not  surprised 
at  the  Prime  Minister  running  away — 
what  could  he  say ;  how  could  he  defend 
the  ruin  and  bloodshed  about  to  take 
place  in  the  Soudan  ?  That  was  a  very 
awkward  question  for  one  who  had 
talked  so  loudly  and  so  pretentiously  of  the 
rights  of  peoples  and  the  evils  of  blood- 
shed and  rapine,  at  a  time  when  not  he 
himself,  but  a  Minister  to  whom  he  was 
opposed,  was  in  Office.  No  doubt,  that 
was  a  very  unpleasant  subject  for  the 
Prime  Minister,  and  it  was  not  to  be 
wondered  at  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man withdrew  from  the  debate.  It 
would  be  interesting  to  hear  what  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  had  to  say  in  defence  of  this 
most  cruel,  pusillanimous,  and  unjustifi- 
able outrage  on  the  Mussulman  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Soudan. 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAUEICE: 
The  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just 
spoken,  as  the  evening  draws  on,  seems 
to  me  to  become,  if  possible,  more  and 
more  extreme  in  his  language.  Early 
in  the  evening  the  Government  were 
"  base"  and  "cowardly,"  but  now  they 
are  "cruel,"  "barbarous,"  and  "pusil- 
lanimous," and  I  do  not  know  how  many 
terrible  things.  They  have  been  com- 
mitting outrages,  and  are  arranging 
rapine  and  massacres.  I  will  not  at- 
tempt to  follow  the  hon.  Member  in 
regard  to  his  vague  and  general  accusa- 
tions, nor  will  I  attempt  to  vie  with  him 
in  the  use  of  strong  language.  I  wiU. 
simply,  at  this  late  hour  of  the  evening, 
refer  to  what  I  am  sure  he  wishes — 
namely,  to  the  main  facts  of  the  case. 
Now,  this  Treaty  is  a  very  short  one.  It 
is  a  Treaty  of  Seven  Articles,  and  it  may 
be  generaUy  described  in  this  way — that, 


ir.SI  Supply  -riril  (A'  .v«r  4.  IHHII         Srrric*  Fi'*m*l*i.  I«t|3 

nti  iJi"-  ••in»  hun.l.  tin"  Kir.jr  of  A(>v**:T:iii  '  thi«  ili«?riil  of  I<iiifi>«  l  i  Af>v»iriia  ''     A! 

■  :!„'!_•■•■ '•!  ■    •'  Vi'-  '.\.>' Ti'.t' :\'.  n'.-.iK  *.'':i-  ••••••  •:•■  •    ;t    « ii»     \'\»»!f.    iii    S-rr.t 'f\     - 

il!  I  ■•  I    •  I    •    ••  1  ^«  !•■;  Ill    /  in  -   I.-    fi  ■•'.  f'    ."  •'•;,■■!         I  ■!»•,;••■    .tl 

«.fi        ;     I  'if,**     i-ijii«». "■.•■!  ■•■v..»  *         ■■•        >       -•        -.  't'tn^'i 

:i   -    .-.■     Ir.--      li.i'\       '  •■!    ill"    •■:>,.  t  Vi.'.-'.        .■    !   •.    \''-, --■■ 

i  .       •  ..    K      t  i:..,-    ..•••...        \l       \!  •      VN     I    -.  ;     ■    •  >I   !..« 

'.  .  ^  \    •    •       \'  %..  .  .■  .  ;i..  .1      ••  •  •  iK-      '-.    M-  '•■••    \  .;:••.■.  :     •?•. 


M 


...    1 


•  ■!    A '■»-•'..  I        ir.  i    ".••    K '.•  ;  >       II 
-  .tl        .:«■'■■•!-■!.•       !    I"  '.;    •      « ' 
|:.i.  .      :,i.    '..    .     ..:.   .!*    :;..  •  ■.    !.•  .1    f 


II  |.r  ••[  ■  i.'i     ''i 1   ■■      ;  •.  •     V  •  •'       I'  • 


I         1  I'M   Ni'   r;  i/M  \i  i:i<i 

I..    I    .  .  ■  ■.,:•••....:■  ..f 

'.;     1"  ..•    I'l    •  r.  ,•     t  »      I-   !     .•.    li  _v 

\  .  •  .  •         1  .;.•.    \i'.   :      ■•:    •':,       •■!•  •  .    •.      •  ;       .•     ■;■        v   !     >  .»  .v  i,:-     :■> 

I :.   .■ .      :;.  1-    .-     •  ■  ;;  .i]  -     ;:.•     ;;.  •■•.    ,■  .       ,'.  i\  ■"•.•..■     i  ■■     i   •;    .".  •  «  :•'.  r-  }'T- 

t.. -ir  !•  •  •:.■'.•      ">  •  !  ■•  ^  .!•  ■  ■• »   •  \.-s  I.   II 

■:  •     ■■     ....;•.  I,. -,    ••"■■••    !■    ■:».';  I'-    -•••■ ■  !-" 

•  •    :■   ..  .  •         ..,.....,      _.•     \|  ...    .  ..         11  I  -  •.     ■•:-,■.-.    I     »  ■••  I  ■  i;a;-i    '.I 

•.,■:•■.  \      •.       .;-..-■..■         .     .•  >!..    I  •     ■.  i!    •  •     ;■.     •'  ri-/:  •!.«  \'  \ 

"■••■•  .;   t     !:■...;!    ■■  iTi-  / .  ■    r         •■    i*     .       .    !    ».' 

i:...  ;.    •«         '.  ■  •.  i'    .    !  ■•.-    K   ■  ,•     .;    A"'  •.  • 

M  •»••■■.«  lii    :•  \  i;.il    !■■   ".!f    1  .1 ■  ii..:i  ■  !  •  ■:  i         .  ■    ■    1\  .     i  >  ■    ■■!   1   .» ;  •  •  •  ..• 

t!.'  »••  r    ji    •  -        1*  !   1  •  ;  -r  *  ■  .ir-  !■       .  '.'  •     •■  •  i'    !;.•    iv  ■•    i  t  ■'.■•■•«••■  .• 

'•'•;■«'      !     \'  •.••  I.    I  ■•„■■'.::•■    ;i     .  ••   •  .  !t  ■•.■     ■      .  -i     •    .  .-•!..■.       ■    .    \.  ■! 

:•        A-   I  I  ;■!.-::  'i      ■.      ■.-    ■■!    * !•■  i!»  .    •     J  I   •'    -.^   •    ■    l.r-.'  Ar  •  .  i-  .  f 

'.  i'...  .   It'  .  r  ;       •'.      "•-.:■      !''.iT'-  » :»•  .-1  •'..■     1  r      •  .       »  '■      'i    I     !.  i»  ■•    r<  i  !     .■»»!•> 

?.■»■■.•  I\      .•       !     \'  I  ■•  ■  .  I    «.i.  1  M  !•-     .1  I  ■>•    ■.•.'■  1   -.^  Vi  »■  .i'.  -i" 

!■•    «      ..  i   •  r    •■      1   .•    ■:.  :.•.■;•■'.;'.  1    i  ■    i     •   !-•   r  ■    !  .■•     1     sr  1    Vf.-  !••  "f  ?!»• 

<.;    ■  '••.   .  .•  :.     ■!    M  I..  ..«  I'.  .  I  -.  .,•       ..         .    - 


»  .'  .•  I 

ii:r  I'  ►"■ 

i!..    ■ 

1. r>     :  : 
I  :»:...•  f.  .-. 

n,:r< .  ;  •«  .■ 


M.    .• 


.    r:.  t: 


!1  . 


•  •      :■       .    {  M:i 
K  ....  .     \-     :.'.. 


I 


I  i.  I  i  .  \;  ■  I  •     !  :•.•  •  •'■.•  (  lir 

.  f.     „'     •  :■    •   \r-..  :     :■.       It 

■•  •  .  I'  .••  ■    ■  IV  •  ,•    •  '    ;•  T^\■',^ 

•    I  ,:» I  '    1".  ^  %i;  .•■■!. •  Iff  ;  •  lin 

'!,      •••     ]  I  •    •   ».      K   l«».l'!». 

■  •  .•  ■%  ■•■•  |>!i  n 
:■.■.:■•  •  ■  •  ••  K.-  J  •■  A'  »...!.  1-- 
t   I     •    »       i\-  !•  ■.        ■     ~  I         ■        I'i  1'    I     .t;i 

■J     •.  •  :    .      .:i-..ri  v.  I '.!•..".•     '■■.[•    \'. '.:.•■'    «•.••.  i-...i   •.'.'.••  If  ity. 
.••■■■.,■,:,,,.   I    .     •.:•;.     ,■■■.■:       :■  i   ■     •       Iv     _•    ;   \'\» 

\v  •!.,■.  II    .■:•.'.  ^t  ■.  .^    -.      \i.,    \->iMJ  M- i.MMi  I  ri     H" 
■    ■■.    -      .:a;-    .'    ■  •:..       I         1  ;>\I'n:-     ii/Mvii::'f 

.•    •..  I    1    ,    •       :  .    .j.     .  .r     !.:•'■  I. 


V.       •     III-:.    .!•     •  i    '.). I  !;i  • 

•.._\    -  H    ".  .  »!    •  »■       ll    I  ■111' 

^r. .    i    . .     ...•■[•'■  r.j  '..    ;.     f  ".Si"  A'  1 

»;!..■.    ••«:.      .  »•■  :.  !%••  !.•■  It  i  Vi  i.^l.'.,  I  ■  l-.i; 

t!i  .  ..  :    .-.!:■   ;■    ,i'  •■..•■  .\   :-..|->>«i!-!..  !  •  »,!'•   Iri»'.    !r 

f'  «    i     ■       ■  .  i:      .  •'.  i"  ■    •:.  ":.•.  ■!!  "f    •«  .ir  .\'  .     :. '     ^     i 

i.K'    '   i;      •:."'..!   1  ^»  [■'        !.'  !.•!•  ■!  !  ■  ■!•  :■•■■'.■;■■' 
I  r.\     ■         .    :  •    •  ;       I-.. 

"•'■>  ^  ■  ■  \    ■■  •:   .      •■■: 

II ...  •  ••  1 


1.-. . 

••>4 

1 1'- 
l.«'-   ■ 


Ml   .. 


.«.  r    • 

„  ,.  ■  ■ 


I 


■»  »     it  ;•  •    r>  •• 


■>     .« 


A 

K 


I-    - 


II 


M 


:  J  '...•■  •-i:«U'J'  r  •  t    lu:- 


1683 


Suppfy—Civa 


(OOMMONS] 


Bervie*  E$titttUt. 


1684 


to  think  that  we  onght  to  have  something 
to  say  upon  every  event  which  takes 
place  abroad,  and  that  we  ought  to  in- 
terfere in  matters  that  are  not  of  vital 
interest  to  ourselves.     What  is  of  im- 

Sortance  to  us  is  to  secure  the  with- 
rawal  of  the  Egyptian  garrisons,  and, 
BO  far  as  we  can,  to  reduce  the  causes  of 
dispute  between  Abyssinia  and  Egypt. 
But  if  it  then  happen  that  in  conse- 
quence of  this  Treaty,  or  in  consequence 
of  the  stops  which  the  King  of  Abyssinia 
may  take,  or  may  not  take,  in  these 
regions,  some  further  portion  of  a  terri- 
tory— the  boundary  of  which  has  varied 
from  time  to  time — may  have  to  be  ceded 
to  Abyssinia,  it  is  not  a  matter  for  this 
country  or  for  hon.  Members  to  become 
alarmed  about.  It  is  desirable  for  us  to 
look  at  these  things  from  a  calm  and 
common-sense  point  of  view.  I  know 
very  well  an  attempt  has  been  made 
to  paint  this  question  in  colours  dark 
and  gloomy.  We  have  been  accused 
of  letting  loose  fanatical  hordes  of 
fifth-rate  Christians  on  these  Mahom- 
medans.  We  have  done  nothing  of  the 
kind.  The  descriptions  we  have  had 
of  "barbarous  tribes,"  "Abyssinian 
savages,"  and  so  on,  have  been  grossly 
exaggerated  ;  and  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  "  horrible  barbarity  "  of  the  Abys- 
sinians  was  discovered  by  some  hon. 
Members  opposite  about  the  same  time 
that  they  first  heard  of  the  existence  of 
this  Treaty.  I  am  not  contending  tliat 
the  civilization  of  the  Abyssinians  is 
a  high  form  of  civilization,  or  that 
their  Christianity  is  a  very  noble  form 
of  Christian  ity.  I  have  heard  them  de- 
scribed as  "  tifth-rate  Christians."  The 
other  day  I  quoted  from  a  work  by  Dean 
(Stanley  on  tlie  Eastern  Churches,  and 
everyone  who  refers  to  that  work  will 
see  that  the  Abyssinian  form  of  Chris- 
tianity is  not  a  very  exalted  one.  But 
if  we  desire  to  improve  the  condition  of 
Christianity  and  civilization  in  that  coun- 
try, the  best  way  to  do  it  is  to  give  the 
people  improved  communication  with 
more  civilized  races ;  and  that  we  have 
dune  by  giving  them  access  to  Masso- 
wah.  We  have  done  it  also  in  another 
One  of  the  difRcultios  that  the 
'peopldshas  suflTercd  from  has  been  the 
constanfcs^bstacles  thrown  in  their  way 
in  regarJv  to  the  consecration  of  the 
Aboonas,  orcriests,  by  the  Coptic  Patri- 
arch. In  tke  Fourth  Article  of  the 
Treaty   the   Shedive    undertakes   that 


these  dieSoulties  shall  no  longer  exist. 
The  Article  is 


"  His  Highness  Uie  Khedive  engsffes  to  grsnt 
all  the  facilities  which  His  Majesty  vxe  Negooia 
Negust  may  require  in  the  matter  of  appointing 
Aboonas  for  Ethiopia." 

The  Fifth  Article  does  not  require  any 
detailed  notice.     It  says — 

"  His  Majesty  the  Negoosa  Negnst  and  His 
Highneaa  the  Khedive  engage  to  deliver  np,  the 
one  to  the  other,  any  criminal  or  criminals  who 
may  have  Sed,  to  escape  punishment,  from  the 
dominions  of  the  one  to  the  dominions  of  the 
other." 

The  Sixth  Article  refers  all  differences 
to  Her  Majesty  in  these  terms — 

"  His  Majesty  the  Megoosa  Negust  agrees  to 
refer  all  differences  with  His  Highness  ths 
Khedive  which  may  arise  after  the  signing 
of  this  Treaty  to  Her  Britannic  Majesty  for 
settlement." 

And  Article  YII.  has  reference  merely 
to  the  ratification  of  the  Treaty.  There 
is  only  one  other  point  which  I  need  men- 
tion, and  that  is  what  was  said  by  my  hon. 
Friend  who  has  now  left  the  House  (Baron 
Henry  De  Worms)  with  reference  to  the 
Porte.  As  I  said  the  other  day,  it  has 
never  been  shown  that  the  Bogos  terri- 
tory comes  within  the  territory  of  the 
Sultan — I  see  no  reason  to  withdraw 
from  what  I  then  said.  I  think  it  will 
be  seen  that  this  Treaty  is  one  which 
will  not  be  disadvantageous  to  the  region 
atfected  by  it.  In  rej^ard  to  the  sup- 
pression of  the  Slave  Trade,  there  is  a 
good  dual  to  be  done  by  this  Treaty  with 
the  King  uf  Abyssinia;  and  I  hope  that, 
as  the  trade  of  Mussowah  increases,  and 
as  the  British  Consul  who  may  be  sta- 
tioned there  assumes — as  he  will  assume 
— an  important  position,  it  will  be  found 
possible,  as  is  the  case  in  other  parts  of 
the  world,  to  do  much  towards  stopping 
that  horrible  trade  which  has  led  to  so 
many  of  the  evils  which  have  been  found 
to  exist  there. 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL 
said,  that  the  noble  Lord  had  declared 
that  he  was  going  to  be  very  calm,  and 
he  certainly  had  been,  and  both  dull  and 
prolix  in  addition.  There  were  several 
points,  not  so  much  of  detail  as  of  gene- 
ral principle,  which  had  appeared  to 
him  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill)  to  be  of 
a  very  objectionable  character.  In  the 
first  place,  as  to  the  First  Article  of  the 
Treaty.  No  doubt,  everyone  in  the 
House  was  quite  ready  to  concede  that 
it  was  an  excellent  thing  that  Maiaowah 
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^^  should  be  open  to  the  Abyasinians.     The 
^■Second  Article,  however,  was  objection- 
arable,  because,  in  that,  tlio  I'ritiah  Go- 
vernment  had   ceded    to   the   King   of 
Abyssinia   a  territory   which   they  had 
not  the  smallegt  right  in  the  world  to 

■cede.  That  was  the  real  point  of  the 
■whole  matter — that  the  British  Govern- 
ment had  taken  upon  themselves  to  hand 
over  to  the  King  of  Abyssinia,  who  was, 
iindoubtedl}',  a  barbarian,  a  larfje  terri- 
tory over  which  the  Abyssinions  had 
no  control,  and  over  which  the  British 
Government  could  exercise  no  sort  of 
authority.  He  wished  to  know  why 
such  a  proceeding,  which,  undoubtedly, 
in  mure  civilized  parts  of  the  world, 
would  have  been  repudiated  and  de- 
nounced by  the  British  Goverumeut,  if 
adopted  by  any  other  Government,  had 
became  legitimate,  proper,  and  decent, 
when  adopted  by  them  in  this  part  of 
Africa  ?  What  right  had  they  to  give 
over  the  Bogns  peuple  to  the  8uvb- 
reignty  of  the  King  of  Abyssinia  ?  It 
was,  at  least,  60  or  80  years  since  the 
territory  had  belonged  to  Abyssinia, 
if,  indeed,  it  had  ever  belonged  to  it. 
The  noble  Lord  seemed  very  positive 
on  the  point ;  but  he  had  failed  to 
give  hon.  Members  his  8i>urces  of 
information,  But  supposing  that  this 
territory  at  one  time  had  belonged 
to  the  Abyssiuians,  the  fact  that  it  no 
longer  belonged  to  them,  and  had  ceased 
to  be  their  property  for  50  or  GO  years, 
was  a  great  proof  that  it  should  not 
belong  to  them,  and  that  the  Abyssiniana 
wore  not  fit  to  hold  it  or  govern  it.  He 
protested  against  the  principle  of  the 
Second   Article    of    the   Treaty,   which 

■  assumed  that  the  British  Government 
had  a  right  to  distribute  the  Soudan — 
or  rather  this  temtury  with  this  dis- 
agreeable name — in  the  way  in  wLich 
they  proposed  to  distribute  it.  Then, 
they  came  to  the  question  of  Kassala, 
and  the  territory  round  it.  That  was  a 
much  more  serious  matter.  It  was  nut 
denied  that  the  King  of  Abyssinia  in- 

i tended  to  annex  Ka.s.sala,  and  the  British 
Government  meant  handing  over  a  coun- 
try filled  with  a  Mahommedan  popula- 
tion to  the  rule  of  a  man  who,  in  the 
eyes  of  the  Mahommedans,  was  a  here- 
tical Sovereign.  He  wished  to  a^k  again 
what  right  the  British  Government  hud 
to  treat  this  population  around  Kas-^-ala 
in  a  different  manner  to  that  in  which 
they  would  treat  the  population  of  any 


other  part  of  the  Soudan  ?  The  great 
point  of  the  Government  policy  in  the 
Soudan  was  that  the  people  there  were 
struggling  to  be  free,  ^\'^ly  were  the 
people  at  Kassala  to  be  placed  in  this 
disgraceful  position,  that  they  of  all 
others  of  the  Soudan  were  not  to  be 
allowed  to  be  free,  but  were  to  be  placed 
under  the  rule,  not  of  the  Mahdi,  but  of 
a  »oi  iii»ant  Christian?  Nothing  more 
odious  to  the  Mahommedan  population 
in  that  part  of  the  world  could  be  con- 
ceived. The  noble  Lord  had  given  no 
reason  why  these  people  should  be 
treated  in  a  different  manner  to  the 
]>eople  of  Darfur.  What  guarantee  was 
there  that  the  garrisons  of  Kassala  and 
the  places  round  it  would  be  rescued 
by  the  King  of  Abyssinia  ?  Would  they 
ever  know  what  became  of  those  garri- 
sons. To  anyone  who  had  read  the 
accounts  of  the  Mission  of  Admiral 
Hesvett,  it  was  quite  plain  they  hud 
been  drawn  entirely  from  Liberal 
sources.  It  was  entirely  owing  to  the 
enterprize  of  The  Daily  New)  that  they 
had  received  such  full  accounts  of  the 
Mission  at  all,  and  yet  it  was  clear  from 
those  accounts  that  the  Abyssinians  were 
an  extremely  savage  and  barbarous  race. 
That  waa  certainly  the  impression  enter- 
tained of  them  at  the  tirao  of  the  Abys- 
sinian War.  He  wished  to  know  what 
guarantee  the  Government  had  that,  in 
return  for  bringing  about  the  cession  of 
Bogos,  the  garrisons  of  Kassala  and  the 
other  places  would  over  bo  liberated,  or 
tliat  they  would  even  be  allowed  to 
withdraw  ?  It  soenied  to  him  there  waa 
no  guarantee  at  all — that  the  King  of 
Abyssinian  might  attack  them  without 
iHir  having  any  remedy  against  hira. 
There  was  another  point  which  might 
not  have  occurred  to  the  noble  Lord  or 
to  the  Foreign  Office,  but  which  was 
very  remarkable.  The  British  Govern- 
ment was  now  engaged  in  supervising 
the  administration  of  a  thoroughly  Ma- 
hommedan country,  and  if  the  British 
Government  was  to  have  any  success  what- 
ever in  having  this  arrangement  ao- 
cedod  to  by  Mahommedan  subjects  in 
Egypt,  it  must  more  or  less  consult  their 
rf  bgious  feelings  and  their  religious  law. 
Well,  he  knew  the  Maliommeduns,  as  a 
rule,  were  not  very  fond  of  Christians. 
There  was  a  deep  gulf  between  Ma- 
hommedaus  and  Christians,  and  where 
the  question  of  government  wua  con- 
cerned, that  difference  had  been  found 
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very  wide  indeed.  Bat,  oariously  enoagl), 
hehad  been  told,  on  the  authority  of  a  very 
learned  man  now  in  England— an  Ulema 
of  the  University  of  Cairo— that  if  there 
were  a  set  of  Christians  on  the  face  of  the 
earth  whom  the  Mahommedans  loathed 
and  abhorred  more  than  another,  it  was 
the  Abyssinian  Christians.  They  were 
forbidden  by  their  religion  to  make  any 
terms  with  them,  and  wars  had  been 
going  on  between  them  for  generations. 
There  had  never  been  any  peace  be- 
tween them.  This  was  a  principle  re- 
cognized by  all  Mahommedans ;  whe- 
ther or  not  it  was  in  the  Koran  he 
could  not  say.  The  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  Courtney)  looked  upon 
all  this  with  supreme  contempt — ho  was 
anxious  to  get  to  those  little  niggling 
Votes  which  were  so  dear  to  his  heart 
and  so  troublesome  to  everyone  else. 
To  his  (Lord  Kandolph  Churchill's) 
mind,  these  subjects  were  not  beneath 
the  notice  of  the  Committee,  and  it  was 
not  too  much  to  ask  that  the  Committee 
should  discuss  them  when  they  came  on 
for  the  first  time.  If  the  particular 
question  now  under  debate  was  so  com- 
pletely beneath  the  notice  of  the  hon. 
Uentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
he  would  recommend  him  to  follow  the 
example  of  the  Prime  Minister,  and,  for 
the  moment,  leave  the  House.  This  was 
certain — ^that  if  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment were  anxious  to  affront  and  dis- 
please Mahommedans  in  li^gypt  as  out- 
rageously as  thoy  could,  they  would  do 
it  by  concluding  a  Treaty  with  Abj-n- 
siuia.  lk-8tdo8,  there  was  a  belief 
amongst  the  Arabs,  that  some  day  mis- 
chief would  ariso  from  the  Abyssinians. 
Those  fact."!  he  gave  the  Committee  as 
he  had  received  them  from  a  learned 
man  from  Cairo,  whom  he  himself  was 
inclined  to  believe.  The  Government 
had  been  most  unfortunate  in  the  course 
they  had  taken ;  and  he  did  not  know 
whether  the  view  he  had  just  expounded 
had  been  put  to  the  noble  Lord  or  the 
Foreign  Office  before.  If  it  had  not,  it 
was  not  altogether  unworthy  of  their 
notice.  It  appeared  to  him  that  the 
step  the  Government  had  taken  had 
been  a  singularly  ill-advised  one,  and  if 
the  hon.  Member  for  Wicklow  divided 
again^t  the  Vote,  he  (Ix>rd  Bandolph 
Churchill)  should  certainly  vote  with 
him. 

Sib  WILFRID  LAWSON  said,  that 
the  explanation  of  the  noble  Lord  (Lord 

lordSmMfh  ChurtMU 


Edmond  Fitzmaurioe),  and  hia  defence 
of  the  (Government,  was  as  strong  a  case 
as  had  yet  been  made  out  against  them. 
The  noble  Lord  had  admitted  that  the 
Abyssinians  were  not  first-rate  Christians 
— that  they  were  fifth-rate  Christians. 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE: 
I  said  someone  else  described  them  as 
such. 

Sib  WILFRID  LAWSON  said,  that 
even  if  they  were  first-rate  Christians, 
we  had  no  right  to  put  them  to  this  use. 
He  agreed  with  what  had  been  said  by 
the  noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord  Ran- 
dolph Churchill).  The  hon.  Member 
(Mr.  Ashmead-Bartlett)  had  certainly 
used  strong  language,  and  if  these  Abys- 
sinians were  the  brutes  and  savages  he 
had  described  them  to  be,  nothing  could 
be  worse  than  their  employing  them  in 
this  business.  One  of  the  things  he 
wished  to  know  was  this — what  was  the 
meaning  of  this  obscure  Article  of  the 
Treaty— 

"  Hia  Majesty  the  Kegoow  Xegiut  engaM 
to  facUiato  the  withdrawal  of  the  troopt  of  His 
UiehneM  the  Khedive  from  KaiaaU,  Amedib, 
and  tianhit,  through  Ethiopia  to  Maawwah  f  " 

That  was  the  real  point  of  their  inquiry 
now.  Did  that  mean  that  these  fifth-rate 
Christians  and  first-rate  savages  were  to 
be  sent  out  into  the  Soudan  to  lay  waste 
the  country  and  to  "  assist  in  getting 
these  Egyptian  troops  out,"  or  did  it 
not?  ["No!"]  Tiicn,  how  were  the 
Abyssinians  to  assist  in  getting  them  out, 
if  troops  were  not  to  go  there  ?  He 
could  n4it  understand  what  it  all  meant. 
When  they  went  to  war  it  was  the  cus- 
tom to  do  all  the  harm  they  could  to  a 
country,  and  these  fifth-rate  Christians 
and  first-rate  savages  were  just  the  fel- 
lows to  follow  out  that  principle  to  the 
letter.  It  seemed  to  him  that  they  were 
now  in  a  worse  position  than  they  were 
some  time  ago.  What  an  outcry  there 
was  when  they  employed  the  North 
American  Indians  against  the  Ameri- 
cans in  the  War  of  Independence ! 
Chatham's  most  powerful  speech  was 
made  against  it — the  speech  that  they 
used  to  learn  as  schoollM>ys;  and  here 
they  were  doing  the  same  thing  again 
in  the  year  1884.  He  had  hoped  that, 
they  were  getting  beyond  these  horrors. 
First,  they  interfered  with  the  freedom  of 
actiun  of  a  peaceful  and  laborious  people 
in  Egypt ;  then  they  went  through  every 
species  of  horror  in  slaughtering  and 
dispersing  the  Arabs ;  and  now  the  aoble 
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The  chairman  :  I  do  not  eee  that 
any  of  these  Votes  relate  to  chaplains, 
and  the  hon.  Member  •will  not  be  in 
Order  in  debating  any  question  in  re- 
gard to  them. 

Mr.  LABOUCHEEE  wished  to  ob- 
tain from  the  Chair  a  ruling  on  a  point 
which  was  a  very  important  one,  and 
one  on  which  questions  were  constantly 
being  raised.  Were  the  various  items 
to  be  taken  seriatim  in  such  a  manner 
as  that  if  one  hon.  Member  got  up  and 
made  a  proposal  upon  some  item  near 
the  end  of  the  Vote,  no  other  hon.  Mem- 
ber would  afterwards  be  at  liberty  to 
raise  any  discussion  upon  any  item  that 
stood  before  it  ?  He  was  not  going  to 
attack  the  Vote,  but  only  to  ask  a  ques- 
tion. Of  course,  if  the  Chairman  main- 
tained the  ruling  that  had  just  been 
laid  down,  the  matter  was  at  an  end; 
but  it  certainly  was  most  inconvenient, 
and  it  was  very  desirable  that  there 
should  be  some  definite  and  distinct 
statement  from  the  Chair  upon  the 
subject. 

The  chairman  :  The  Eule  of  the 
House  is  very  precise.  It  is  dearly  laid 
down  that,  after  a  Question  has  been 
proposed  from  the  Chair  for  the  dimi- 
nution of  any  item,  no  Motion  can  be 
made  or  debate  allowed  upon  any  pre- 
ceding item.  The  hon.  Member,  there- 
fore, cannot  debate  any  preceding  item. 
There  is  no  Vote  for  Chaplains  before 
us  now — if  there  was  such  an  item  to 
come  on,  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  be 
in  Order  ;  but  there  is  not. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(2.)  £165,402  (including  a  Supple- 
mentary sum  of  £2,910),  to  complete  the 
sum  for  Consular  Services. 

Captain  ATLMER  wished  to  call  at- 
tention to  a  matter  in  connection  with 
this  Vote.  There  was  a  very  large  sum 
put  down  here  as  fees  received  during 
the  year  1882-3,  amounting  altogether 
to  £45,102.  That  was  a  very  large  sum, 
and  it  was  well  worthy  of  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Committee.  It  was  very  right 
that  English  subjects  abroad,  requiring 
the  services  of  a  Consul  to  witness  docu- 
ments, should  be  charged  a  fee.  He  did 
not  attack  that  principle  at  all,  and  he 
was  very  glad  that  the  amount  was  so 
large ;  but  his  opinion  was  that,  con- 
sidering the  fees  that  were  charged,  the 
amount  might  be  very  much  larger. 
There  was  not  the  least  check  upon  these 


charges,  so  far  ap  he  could  learn.  An 
Englishman  abroad,  appearing  before  a 
Consul  for  the  purpose  of  signing  his 
name,  getting  a  writ  issued,  or  anything 
else,  had  to  pay  6«.,  7».,  or  8«.,  or  what- 
ever was  required  by  the  Consular  OfiBce, 
as  a  fee ;  but  no  accounts  seemed  to  be 
kept  of  these  payments,  nor  did  there 
seem  to  be  any  possible  check  to  secuTO 
a  thoroughly  accurate  return.  He 
(Captain  Aylmer)  himself  had  had  to 
pay  on  very  many  occasions,  and  the 
money  had  always  been  put  in  the  Con- 
sul's pocket,  or  into  that  of  his  clerk, 
and  there  was  no  way  in  which  the  Go- 
vernment could  check  the  amount.  He 
had  often  discussed  the  matter  with  gen- 
tlemen who  were  travelling  abroad,  and 
the  opinion  generally  entertained,  with- 
out charging  anybody  with  dishonesty, 
was  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
money  never  arrived  at  the  English  Ex- 
chequer .  at  all.  The  difficulty  could  be 
very  easily  met  by  providing  that  a  Con- 
s\ilar  stamp  should  be  affixed,  or  some- 
thing of  that  sort  done  ;  but  as  matters 
stood  at  present,  all  he  could  say  was, 
that  a  man  appeared  before  the  Consul, 
the  Consul  witnessed  the  signature,  the 
man  paid  a  fee,  the  money  disappeared 
in  the  Consul's  pocket,  the  Consul  made 
no  entry  and  kept  no  account,  and  there 
was  no  possible  check  of  any  sort.  Many 
Consular  Offices  abroad,  where  English- 
men had  to  go  to  sign  important  docu- 
ments, were  in  a  very  disgraceful  state. 
Very  large  sums  were  set  down  in  the 
Votes  for  these  Offices — £200  a-year  was 
allowed  for  the  Consular  Office  chiefly 
used  in  Paris ;  but  to  get  into  that  Office 
one  had  to  pass  through  a  dark  room 
without  a  window,  and  it  was  generally 
hampered  with  a  heap  of  luggage,  which 
was  not  at  all  a  right  or  proper  condi- 
tion for  an  English  Consular  Office  to  be 
in.  That  was  a  state  of  things  that  was 
much  complained  of. 

Lord    EDMOND    FITZMAURICE 
said,  these  Consular  Offices  were  regu- 
lated under  the   terms  of  an  Order  in 
Council.       Every   Consul    or  Consular 
officer  who  received  foes  had  to  make  a 
careful  account  of  the  amount  received. 
No  doubt,  in  theory,  the  method  of  check 
might  not   seem   a  very  perfect  one; 
but   the   matter   was    receiving    atten- 
tion.     At  the  same  time,  he  was  bound 
to  think  that  there  never  had  been  the 
least  suspicion  of  any  improper  conduct 
on  the  part  of  any  Consolar  offloer  in  re- 
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Consular  OflSoe,  and  the  eentleman  re- 
ferred to  by  the  hon.  Memoerfor  North- 
ampton, who  was  an  unpaid  Vice  Consul, 
had  been  withdrawn.  There  would  now 
be  a  regular  Consul  there,  for  Kertch 
was  becoming  a  very  important  place. 
In  regard  to  Khartoum,  Mr.  Power 
■was  merely  a  temporary  Acting  Consul, 
charged  with  Consular  duties. 

Mr.  CALLAN  wished  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  for  an  explanation  on  one  point. 
He  wished  to  know  on  what  principle 
these  Consular  salaries  and  duties  were 
apportioned  t  He  found  that  in  the 
Brazils,  the  Consul  at  Pemambuco  had 
£800  a-year  and  £400  for  allowances, 
or  £1,200  in  all ;  while  the  fees  received 
amounted  to  only  £116.  In  another 
case,  the  Consul  received  £G00  a-year  in 
salary  and  £150  in  allowances;  while 
the  fees  received  wore  £  11 9.  But  in  the 
Argentine  Republic,  at  Eosario,  the  Con- 
sul received  no  salary,  and  the  expenses 
for  OflBce  allowances  were  only  £300 
a-year;  while  the  fees  received  amounted 
in  1882  to  £320,  and  last  year  to  £3o5. 
On  looking  back  to  the  Estimates  for 
previous  years,  he  found  that  in  1879 
the  Consul  at  Sosario  received  £400 
8-year  in  salary  and  £200  for  expenses 
and  Office  allowances.  What  was  the 
state  of  trade  in  Eosario  at  that  time? 
On  looking  over  the  Board  of  Trado 
Eeturns,  he  found  that  the  shipping 
from  Eosario  in  1879  consisted  of  42 
English  vessels  with  a  tonnage  of  22,000 
tons,  and  crews,  giving  the  most  trouble 
to  the  Consuls,  of  GOO  ;  whereas,  in  the 
past  year,  the  shipping  had  increased 
to  153  vessels,  with  a  tonnage  of  109,000 
tons.  He  hold  in  his  hand  a  Eeturn 
given  to  liim  by  one  of  the  Ministers  of 
the  Ecpublic.  It  was  the  Eeturn  of  one 
English  line  going  to  Eosario — Lambert 
and  Holt's  Line — and  from  that  it  ap- 
peeired  that  in  1878,  when  there  was  a 
Consul  at  Eosario,  with  £GUO  a-year, 
only  1 2  ocean  steamers  went  into  Eosario ; 
whereas  in  the  present  year,  up  to  the 
1st  of  June,  29  steamers  of  one  firm 
alone  went  there,  and  in  all,  last  year, 
97  ocean  steamers  went  into  the  port. 
Taking  the  fees  received  in  tho  Office, 
it  appeared  that  in  1879  the  Consul's 
duties  wore  so  light  that  only  £94  13#. 
was  received  in  fees  ;  whereas,  last  year, 
the  amount  received  and  returned  to  the 
Foreign  Office  was  £355,  which  was  £55 
in  excess  of  the  salary  or  allowances  for 

Lord  Edmond  Filtmaurie* 


the  Consul's  Office.  lo  1878  and  1879, 
when  there  was  a  Consul  in  existence, 
with  a  salary  and  allowances  of  £600 
a-year,  there  was  only  one-fifth  of  the 
present  tonnage  or  of  the  present  official 
duties ;  but  now  onlji  £300  a-year  was 
allowed  for  Office  expenses,  and  there 
was  no  salary  at  all.  He  was  glad  to 
hear  that  there  was  a  Departmental 
Commission  sitting  on  the  subject,  and 
he  wanted  to  know  on  what  principle 
the  salary  was  granted — whether  by  the 
amount  of  fees  received,  the  amount  of 
shipping  entering  the  port,  or  the  nature 
and  amount  of  tlie  ffoneral  duties  per- 
formed? If  the  Buary  was  fixed  in 
reference  to  any  one  of  these  considera- 
tions— the  tonnage,  the  number  of  the 
crews,  the  amount  of  business  going 
into  the  Office,  the  amount  of  the  fees 
received,  or  the  increasing  importance 
of  the  port — there  could  be  no  ponsiblo 
reason  why  the  city  of  Eosario,  which, 
in  1879,  possessed  a  Consulate,  should 
in  the  present  year,  when  it  had  become 
the  second  port  of  the  Argentine  Ee- 
public,  be  reduced  to  a  Vice  Consulate. 
Ho  hoped  some  explanation  would  be 
given  to  the  Committee  as  to  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  the  salaries  were  allo- 
cated, and  that  immediate  steps  would 
be  taken  to  remedy  this  wholly  un- 
justifiable inequality  which  ought  not 
to  exist.  Ho  hoped,  now  that  the  atten- 
tion of  the  T'nder  Sivretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  had  been  drawn  to  the 
matter,  that  be  would  be  able  to  give 
some  consideration  to  it  before  the 
Eeport. 

Mr.  BEYCE  wished  to  ask  the  noble 
Lord  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  about  the  Consulates  in 
Asia  Minor  and  Armenia,  and  also  as  to 
the  allocation  of  places  where  Consuls 
were  kept.  It  was  said  last  winter,  that 
new  instructions  bad  been  given  to 
Consuls  in  Asiatic  Turkey  that  they 
were  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Ou- 
vemment,  and  especially  to  the  notice 
of  Her  Majesty's  Ambasxador  at  Con- 
stantinople, any  oppressions  upon  the 
subjects.  But  the  results  had  been 
somewhat  narrow,  and  he  wanted  to 
know  what  was  the  real  htate  of  the 
case?  As  to  the  places  of  these  Con- 
sular Stations,  he  Ibund  that  s(>me  Con- 
suls had  been  withdrawn  from  Asiatic 
Turkey  where  they  used  to  be  main- 
tained. That  might  have  been  done 
from  motives  of  etunomy ;  but  if  Con- 
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•ult  w«>r«  to  b«  withilnwn  at  til.  thf>i« 
vfn  oth«>r  plnrMi  from  whirh  thi>T  miirht 
hnro  Ih>«>ii  irith<Irawn  with  mnr*  •<lran- 
ta(;r  |tliir<M  « licrt>  lh»T  wcn<  !<••«  tl'-mlml 
than  ■••tiio  of  ihoM*  front  whirh  thf>r  ha>1 
Ihm-ii  with<lrii«ti  Th«  ('■intmittn>  wiiiiM 
r»'in"iii''<'r  tha?.  itninoliati'Iy  after  llir 
Ani;l'i-Tiirki<h  roiif)'!!!!"!!.  thi*  lat<«  0>i- 
vornnti-tit  ti<*iit  Military  ('<>n«ul<  to  th<* 
Armxnian  Fri>nli<-r  <'hari;i'<i  with  »tra- 
tr({i<   ilti!'!-*       TIk'T  Wt'f*  to  oli«»r»o  tht* 

Sr>i;r>-*4  of  Ikii»ia.  ami  to  <>nalil»  u«  to 
••fi'iiil   til"  KmiiMfr  of  A*iit7:i    Tiitk«>y. 
lillt    !:•     •iip)'o««l   t*f  fiitirtiott*  iif  lh"«» 

Con«uU  Taiii«li<><!  with  th<-Ant;!o-Tiirki*h 
(^itiTi'tition  it«<'lf,  «hi<-h  mun  now  r<  Ii*- 
iratfl  to  It  liiitlH)  friiin  whirh  it  rouM 
ti»'»<  r  i«!!i'  rir«». 

Mil  AXUMKAPllAHTLCTr:  Who 
My  •  I ': 

Mit  ItKVrK,  r  ititinuintr.  Miil.  lhi-»- 
ollii  i.iU  t:.-T.  r  |MTfort:i>-I  iiiilit.-try  iluti'*. 
liii!  thi-r  (li'l  yr\  k*>>l  wi>rk  in  r<-|>-irt- 
iiii;  iii*tiii<  f«  i-f  <ru<-lty  an-l  o|ijin'«»ion. 
of  ai  .in-laIoii«  it:jti«tM<  aii'l  ••lartionn, 
•••II,.  '.<:.•■*  I.y  oiri<  i.iN  an-l  »•  •»!<•( ini(>4  hy 
r.'.?..-r  tril<'«  Thf*-'  in*!an<»4  of  op- 
pn-*:<>t'.  wi-r-*  iM-f:«  t<i  <^tn*!antinoplf« 
«»iir  A;!.'-f«;i  !-'r.  in  i:iiny  <  t»<-«.  intiT- 
f-  r«-!.  nn'l  in  •••ni"  <  \—-'  t'n-ro  wan  »i-r) 
little  <l>iu^t  tliat  •..HI"  » 'rt  of  rhnk 
though  no^  <  ••■iipii'!«,  « ji«  ini|viM«!  ii|>in 
th«»  r<-!;-l'li  t   ."f  th<-«<'   ii|>pr»-««<ir«.      Now, 

thi«  f  rx'  of  "V'-TTt-r^  hi-1  \ n  tliiiii- 

Iii*h<-<1 .  B!i  I  li'  »'>-iM  ••iif,;t«t  to  th«- 
(}oT<r:.'!.«  !i'  !''..i*  thi-y  WiiiiI-1  ilo  lH*tt«  r 
to  r"":.'i\'  !h-  if  V;i«'  •'-in»iiN  fr'm  plart-* 
Ilk"  I'-r-'i".!  ri'i-l  A!<'\.t!.<!r<  tta  tirtn  from 
pla-'-"  tilur"  jt^'at  !■]  jiri-««i-iii«  wm' 
ron«^  II  ?iy  I  •  iii^  i't'f<i*«l.  ami  fr>i*ii 
wtr.r'i  l!"|--ir?«  »o-iM  }•"  if  rrry  tTT' a! 
val-.i"  .*•  !i' ••  Tiirfc<-»  liA.I  il'ino  nothing. 
—  •iv."  j;  - -1  n  i^ht  >-«•  il  n",  a;  any  rat», 
\>y  lini  r.j;  I'  iikuN  at  !h  •••'  |'U<«'»  t-i  !••! 
th<  ri.  It.  «  nii-it  wa*  H  •■tij:  on,  aii^I 
tht-n  •,!.■■  <i  «<r,";.';.!  «  •a)  I  !.in.  rst  tm^ 
fif  ».  '  •.••:  i!  •  ,•  *.'.'•  I  •  If.- f  *<:!iiilar 
r<!i:a:'k*  «  ■"•'••I  "J'J'-V  '•  th"  ia«"  of 
F'lf- ;■•  III  Iii-y  Tl.i  r«»  wtr>'  niai.jr 
[iU(.«  n).'r-  !'.•  \  -  .  ^ht  havi- « '  .t.«-.iU 
n-y  !.-i-i  I.  ••.••  ,■»•  n-l  -jit  a!  |L.«nia,  an<l 
i  !,  .;;},:  l-r.  ik  •  <Jt  a!  iiliT 
T  •■1^'.!  •,■■  }.%%•  a  llriti>ii 


t 


a  •  ;.'!  i«T  «•; 
m- •..■:.-■  I 
t«fr»  «r  .;;  •'<•»!  .•nn.f!.*-  .J;«"r;<?  lif  omn- 
try  ''iir^-  i  «,!!i  kn>ai:i,;  nhit  th^* 
f<«n<l;ti  n  ■  f  Oif  <  •■4Dtry  wa*  Tln»T 
kn-'w  wh.a:  ••■r-."'4»  r<r««>»;!"  f- 1  .wr«l  in 
IhT'.  aii-l  I-T-  ff'-'n  tl--  i|(noranrw  of 
th:<  cun'.ry  a'l-l  of  'li^  <i<irpn:l:irlit  aa 
U)  ?'••■•  «•■«•.■  ■•(  K'lr-j-oan  T'lrkoy      Tha 
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maaaMTM  of  I  K7<(  tnok  Iham  rotnplatoly 
hy  turpri**! :  but  if  thay  had  bad  a 
pr<>|.<>r  Rtaff  l>>  JilTuao  ihn  information 
throu;;h  th«»  r<>untry  a  Turr  <lifT<>ri>nt 
r<'*iil;  nii^hi  hari>  ha|i|H>ni><l.  Id*  want<-«l 
to  kii'in  whvthir  t)ii>  lfori>rnmpnt  rouM 
not   tran*f*-r    thn   ('-in*!!)*   fruit   plarva 

•  hi>r>-  th*'r  w<>r»  h***  n<-<--lr<l  to  th'xn 
plat-c*  a  h»r<'  thi-y  wt>ri>  (fn-atly  rin^JmI  ? 

Mil  o'SHK.V  Mill.  (h»  'tim»  had 
arrivinl  wl^-n  thn  mininrmtion  of  Con- 
«ul*  nh'l  <'>>n4iilar  A,;»nt«  a(>r->a<l  ought, 
in  hi«  opinion,  t>>  )><>  in<|iiin<il  into;  It*' 
rau««  tni>r»  wn«  no  douht  that,  whila 
«a>nii>  of  tho*<>  |i<in!li-tn<>n  wcra  wrll  {laid, 
othi't^  wi-ro  unili*r-paiil.  Ito  wnuld  taka 
thn  ra*"  of  thn  (\in*iil«  in  Spain  aa  aa 
inKtano-.  Thi>  Virf>  ( Vin«ul  at  Hantanilcr 
rw<ci\>«I  a  Kiilarr  of  £loo  a  year,  ami 
an  all'U  nni  ••  of  I'-jan  fur  <  iflii-f>  <>spi>nM4 
anil  n-iit,  whi-h  I  i!ti>r  amount  inrluilMl 
I'.'""  f->rf'-'«.  whi'foa*  thi-  amoiinl  of 
fiH'*  payalilx  t  i  thi>  (tovrrntncnt  ap|M>ar«<>l 
to  !>••  only  1'  I  .'t  I  Th>-  <  '•iniinitl«w  wouhl 
U>  aaari'  that  S.intan<l<>r  wa«  a  r^rj 
im|>>rt.int  |M>rt .  an>l  h<>  oi-iM  not  unj<>r> 
a'anil  ahy,  hatinj;  ri>(tari|  to  thn  amount 
'•f  Hri':»li  •  'riirri-f.  •  ri>pri'«<>ntril  thi>ra, 

•  h>-  jvi»i'.-..'i  ..f  th.-ir  l:<>proM>nlalira 
thi>r<i  ahoiiM  Hot  )»•  .ilranitil  from  Virn 
I'on^nl  I'l  that  of  l'on*iil,  ami  whr  hi* 
•alary  ah-.-iM  not  li«>  raioml  pnitMr- 
lionati'lr  A(;.tin.  th«>  Virw  •'on»!iI  at 
t'art'i.-i»' -n».  a  titv  im|>ortant  placi>, 
wh'TK  •!i;!i  -jlt  iju-^ti-'n*  M'litinjf  t-» 
•hippini;  ii!!i-!i  ar-i*><.  n>»-t'ivr.|  onW  £3041 
anil  i'l*>'i  a«  an  nllowanra  for  iMRra  <•<• 
I"t;«»'»  an-l  r»'nt  Thi»  fs'-t  that  thia 
Viri- t'-in»-;'.»t«  r"turh>-l  thi>  lar.;*  aum 
of  •■•-•.•••  il,  f. -a  I  I  th-  IlntiOi  tJoTi-m- 
nii  'it  »«»  in  :t-  If  •■i!!i-  ii  i.t  to  a'l.iw  that 
thi«  i"intry  •■'•^ht  t-i  l">  Wfll  r<»pn» 
•■•nti  !  thiTiv  Th'  n  h"  o'»«.'i»i«l  that 
th"  •'•■n»'il  tii-ni'ra!  at  ll.ivana,  who  r». 
«riTi«l  I'l  .'ou  a  yrar  a*  aalary  an-I  £»'>'»0 
»-j«ar  f  T  • 'tii-  ••  i-xj— n"»  an-l  n-nt.  alwi 
r»«-«:»-  I  ft  !..  t'l-  "•j.mi'h  li  •T<-riiMii  nt 
£l ;  'f  a  Vi-ar  f>r  h  '•»•<•  r<-nt  a«  I'oinnna- 
aarv  Ju  !,:••.  I|i<  th>iU|fht  it  waa  nut 
ri,;ht  that  ai'on*ul  ahouM  rKV'trt  any 
nionry  at  .-i!!  fr  mi  a  Kor>-i|{n  <fii«*m> 
nil !.!  W.t",  •'.t  rf -m^  into  fiirtlit-r  •!•>• 
tail.  K"  tr  i«;«-l  t!»««  wli-i'i-  •  i<.ji<ct  won!-! 
n»  •-!«••  thn  attciitton  of  thn  Forviga 
«nh  ■ 

Mi  A-^IIMKIP  HAUTUTr  aai.l. 
Ill*  ha  I  l-^n  ^'T  i:i'irh  amna'^I  at  hiar- 
inic  t'.i  h  >:i  u-fl  l<arui<l  U>-mlM>r  for 
tb«  T"«>-r  llaiuli-t*  Mr  Hryrf'.  pn>t*at 
■faib*t    what    hv    railf>i    uutiagva    la 
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Turkey  in  Asia ;  and,  generally,  he  was 
entertained  with  the  line  which  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  took  on  that 
point  as  ooe  of  the  supporters,  throngh 
thick  and  tbin,  of  the  policy  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  which  bad  caused 
far  more  ruin  and  loss  of  life  in  other  Ma- 
homedan  countries.  ["  Order,  order !  "] 
He  submitted  tbat  he  was  perfectly  in 
Order.  Surely  it  was  right  to  answer 
the  argument  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  by  analogy  ;  but,  passing 
from  that  subject,  he  desired  to  have 
some  information  from  Her  Majesty's 
GhoTemment  with  regard  to  the  position 
of  the  Acting  Consul  at  Khartoum.  To 
use  the  language  of  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  that 
gentleman  had  been  in  a  perilous  posi- 
tion for  the  last  four  or  fire  months. 
The  last  communications  from  him  were 
dated  the  23rd  of  March  and  the  7th  of 
April,  in  the  former  of  which  he  said — 

"  We  are  daily  expecting  Britiih  troopa ;  we 
cazmot  believe  that  we  are  to  be  abandoned  by 
the  Oovemment;  oar  existence  dependi  on 
England." 

On  the  7th  of  April  he  said — 

"Ehartonm  is  at  preeent  the  centre  of  an 
enonnoni  rebel  camp ;  our  store  of  food  and 
ammnnition  is  rather  short;  the  aitoation  is 
very  critical ;  we  are  trying  to  run  a  steamer  to 
Berber ;  but  yesterday,  owing  to  the  rebel  fire, 
■he  had  to  retum." 

That  was  the  statement  of  a  gentleman 
who,  according  to  the  noble  Lord,  ac- 
cepted a  very  onerous  position  at  great 
peril  to  himself,  discharged  bis  duties  in 
that  position  with  great  advantage  to 
the  country,  was  lauded  by  a  British 
Minister  for  having  done  so,  and  then, 
BO  far  as  they  knew,  had  been  abandoned 
to  his  fate.  That  gentleman  was  Mr. 
Power,  the  Consular  Agent  of  this  coun- 
try at  Khartoum.  Now,  he  wished  to 
say,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Power,  that  every 
statement  which  had  appeared  in  n» 
TVaiM.coming  from  him  as  Correspondent, 
and  every  statement  made  by  him  to 
the  Qovernment,  had  been  entirely 
borne  out  by  farts;  there  was  no  im- 
portant statement  made  by  Mr.  Power, 
and  which  had  appeared  in  the  public 
Press,  or  in  the  official  records,  that 
oould  be  impugned.  His  accuracy  was 
undoubted,  and  the  statements  he  had 
made  as  coming  from  Oeneral  Gordon 
himself  had  been  proved  up  to  the  hilt 
by  aubMquent  aooounta  publiahed  in  the 
Blue  Book.    He  thought  the  Prime  Mi- 

Mr.  AihrnMii-BwrtUtt 


nister  and  the  OoTemment  owed  a  public 
apology  to  Mr.  Power  for  the  language 
they  had  at  one  time  lued,  which  threw 
a  doubt  upon  his  accuracy.  No  one  at 
that  moment  knew  what  was  going  to 
be  done  with  him,  although  they  might 
possibly  hear  something  on  the  subject 
to-morrow.  He  wanted  to  know  now 
long  this  gentleman  was  to  be  left  in 
his  perilous  position,  or  whether,  having 
in  that  position  discharged  his  duties 
faithfully,  he  was  to  be  abandoned  by 
the  Government  ?  Without  detaining  the 
Committee  any  longer  on  that  subject, 
he  would  pass  to  the  position  of  the  Con- 
sul  at  Tamatave.  At  present  he  appeared 
to  have  been  of  no  advantage  to  this 
country.  He  had  been  sent  out  to  Mada- 
gascar last  November ;  but,  so  far  as  it 
was  possible  to  judge  from  the  answers 
of  the  Government  on  the  subject,  he 
had  as  yet  discharge  no  functions  wiiat- 
ever,  although  he  (Mr.  Ashmead-Bart- 
lett)  was  willing  to  admit  that  he  might 
have  discharged  functions  of  which  they 
had  no  knowledge.  No  doubt, 'it  was 
the  fault  of  the  Government  rather  than 
of  the  Consul  that  nothing  was  done. 
Now,  the  position  of  this  gentleman 
also  was  one  of  considerable  danger, 
because  it  was  understood  that  the  ill- 
feeling  of  the  French  towards  the  Eng- 
lish had  much  increased  of  late,  the 
resistance  which  the  Hovas  had  made 
being  attributed  to  the  action  of  the 
British  Bepresentative  in  Madagascar. 
He  wished  to  know  what  the  Consul 
there  was  doing  to  fulfil  his  duties? 
The  noble  Lord  had  rather  scoffed 
at  the  amount  of  trade  which  their 
Bepresentative  in  Madagascar  bad  to 
look  after ;  but  he  could  state  that  the 
amount  of  that  trade  was  represented 
by  about  £750.000  sterling  a -year. 
["  No,  no :  "]  That  was  a  correct  state- 
ment; he  bad  made  it  before,  and  he 
should  repeat  it  again  and  again,  until 
the  Government  showed  that  they  were 
alive  to  the  importance  of  this  question. 
Last  year  40  ships,  sailing  under  the 
Britiofi  Flag,  cleared  from  one  port  in 
the  Island  alone.  The  depression  which 
existed  in  the  shipping  trade  was  per- 
fectly well  known  ;  and  surely  hon.  Mem- 
bers had  a  right  to  complain  when  an 
important  part  of  that  trade  was  neg- 
lected by  Her  Majesty's  Oovemment. 
The  trade  with  Madagascar  amounted, 
as  he  had  pointed  out,  to  £7fiO,000  a- 
year;  but  it  had  been  almost  entuvly 
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il<>iitr<iyi>-l.  anil  larffM  nuni)M>n<>f  |ilantfr<  I  •III*.  t>i  ih*  Nlarcl.  Unit  ihor*  ahniiM  )mi 

■ii'I  ^r.i'N-r*  )ii<l  l«-«ii  lira  liritliv  riiii:i"i.  in<<r«>  tliiiti  utio  KMpn-M-ntatiTr  of  Itritiah 

wi  il«  II    '!  f.i  wii«  <l  <ti»   )<v  !lii-  (i-ti-r!,       lit   r>  >^*   'luro.    l>-i!    t' >.|\    Ita-iiri^on- 

jiH'iit   ••  yt'-'-''.    l>ri?i«Ji  •I'.M'  !»  or  Itri-  !.«':»•■    Ki-    lkii>'«    i.f   «ii«  tli«>   Kmti'-nian 

ti«'i  !■,!•  r<->*'>  ill  till-  NIiiri-1       IIi>  ili>!  n->!  ,  nil  >  !.r- '1    m  ■))•■   iiiti-r:' r.  ji.I  ml.owa* 

Mini"  !h"  '  "-IT  «j|      ;:   «n<   tliii   |kili>  V 'if  I  >!•  »•  ri^i-l    \.\  ,  ■i;.!i|iT>  ml  in- n   ••  l-i-itiK 

till*  ■  •  ■¥■  rri;;.i<iit  tiiit*  w;i<  at  fat; It  .   aii'I,  1  ii->    It '|iri»' ii!.iti\»   n'.    nil       Tlia!   wa«  • 

t-t  all  llii-v  .   ••ill   •••••.  !li.i««   i;r>-at   iiit«-  \  ii.:i"-  r   ••!"  »<t\  •••ti-i'.«   ini|v.j;af..  #..    1  n. 

ri'«!«  ir.rf  *•••  ii^  ii-'t{!i-<  f.-l        riii>r>'t'-ir".  ■  .nj«"  In-  u««  :ii  :»  |>><:>p>!i   to  a«i>iir<>  th* 

h>'  •'!■  I    !li'H    !!i"  '  ■.inTi'.*ti'«  lia<l  a  ri/lil  ]  ii"l>!»  l.onl  tii-  1":.  1-r  S.-.  r<>*arv  nf  Stat* 

t>>  •  lii'ti  "ii '!!'■•  >ii' !•"!  fr-iiii  t)i«  li'iTi-rn-  !  for    I'-irii^ii    A'fu.r*    tiin!    t(i- ro   «a«  a 

liii<i,'   II   fu'l   <  \|  1  i'!.iti<in       T'i<*  <ri%<'rn- I  i:r».'it  a'ao  lilt  >>f  ■- >'u<iii  r  iil  ■!•  {iri-«ai->n. 

liifti'  f.  1  I  «'iJi-iii»!i' !  !••  !■.•»  iif  ti-rri'-'rv  :  Kti'>«iti(;  t^ia'.  :>,  )•■•  tli..  ■  a**-,  it  was  ffll 

llii'v    I.  I'l   .111  ■'{''.•■•I    III*  il'*    fii<'.y    (roiii  j  tiii»t    •tr-iti^:_\    \.\   li:«  mut'.it  n-i.t*  that 

Krif.iii.    tlii-v    lia<l    ••■vtMoiiixl    tli-ni-  thn  I  iiiiiiiMti  lal  iii!«ri>«t«  of  ili*  e<iUBlry 

Bil»i<   !!i    l-.r\ii'   ■  i.l*-   !i  •••»•  tli<  ir   III- I  »!ioii!  1    li»   I'f  ■;••«  IinI  «licr»*'>i*T<>r  tli^y 

till -i.. I  If.  1  u  ...!.•  |i  .1.1  \  «••;  at  tioii^lit .  I  ••«  <*• '1    It' i!  HI  ii- |>'i«»il  li' to  i|o  •<> ,  aiiil 

ai:i|  »it  tl."V  «i-r<    iii  •■:  illtr  t-Bi  tirin.r  iii"  tln-v  d-  li.  v«~i  :!ii!   if  a  i:..ir«  i|iit»rniinnl 

to    I  r  i"'«'      I'lr  ;;»!>    !!."•  r-»!«    iii    M.iili-  |>.-«  t.-.ii   w.-r.    tiiknn   iiji  \>y  tin- ItuTrm- 

ira«   ir        It"f<.r«     li"     a««'iiti  I     to    !*■•■  iii"!it   'iii!   ••*'.!    w  '-li  1   Im  ^•iiiiiil.       Up 

V"t"    1<  :ii^    t.il»<'n.    Iii»    «hiiiiM    <\j-i  •  '  w.i;.*i  l  !l."  ri   '•  !•    i^-r  l.wiio.  hf  >.i-1ii>ti«I, 

to   f. ..:».    a   *iTV  ili«*!'iit    »t.i!.-iinii  !   iif  wii«  !»•  v.  ■■!»    !i«  !.»r  a«  inv  i;.   Ir.a  |v>«i'r, 

fit   ••    i!i    ■■•i-!;i.';  ■•\   »i"li   t'li-  li-i'iti'in  I  f  ■  to  |>r  •■••■•   II;;!. "Si    I'l't-rt- «?».  to  r<>|irMM*nl 

atfi  ■•  :ri    I'l':  ■»'i»T.'     .<  1  !•  XT  ••:«tiii|ii  i.t  !\:   "ii-  K^if- vi  < 'tli.  i-  iiin!  a  \»ty  »tr>ii){ 

a<  ti  •';-'i  \    rt.-M  ■'.•'•  i!!t<iri'i'iii«  » itii  ti"-i.!  ,.' i't!>!"-I -.1  .;!i  t',;*''!  t"  t'»*  <{'>"*■ 

r«',;  ir  i  •  M;     I'  .«•  r    f.'l   (lU  I  nil  .i«"-ir-  t  o!i  ir  .  ■•.,?«!  i  'i  iim>  r  i  »l   li.i-a  ill  I.iT«r- 

ai:-  •   ■!.  ■•    •'..■  If   \-  ••.  ii.ii!  »iir«  at    1  i«'.  ;  ji  ■••      .-i:.  I  :m  '  tli-r  ■  ••iii:..>'ri  lal  rontrva 

jil  I  ■»  !;/ ■:!    •     irr  '.■■  •■  iVi- •..•u"  ••'!  n* •  M      U' \  I:  I'l  >N   i>k>  •!  :!.•  altot.tiim  iif 

t  I  ]   ;■   I-      •   ;    •  I    II-   '.;'i  ''i    -f  iitli.r*  •..I-  II  ■'  .■■  I.  I  i.  .il'ii  -i^-'i  :].•'  |i  nn:  ha<I 

(fill  r  !,' \    ••   «<  f    ■  !•!»    I' ijri'i'i*  to  tin-  ■ .   :••  v- •!  >  w  .'ii  !":i- !i  •■<  tiit.t.tim  m  !tii« 

ill! ■•     ?"•••■  I"  I'lr.' «  ■)  "••- r- •  ir\  •  I  ".••   1  r- .i-  irv.  to  lhi>  ii.a!.iii-r 

Mi     WiilllM    -I   i    ).-  h.il   I'l   a<k     ri«:.     .-i*!.-     i :.-•  i-   a':?!.;  ;  •  ;ti»  •  i- 

tlni   .»••-:.■     -.    •!    ■;."<' 111-. .■.!•■•'  aii  I   •!i"  |«  ;i  ;.•  iri- .1'  '     r.-'.n:.'  t --j  !•>«•■?•■  •!.t;i-<l. 

li-iVi-r;     .■  •:•   '  I  .1-.     ■•.;•  i*  I'.t    ]■  ul.'  •   -li  '  M-    «  ■  •.  1    •.    .j  '.\   .ii  '.;■  iV-    f-.r    !..■>    |-ir- 

n«-i  •■•  i  w  ,•  ,    •  .-•   I'.'     !.  "!    t'n<   |tr.!i*li  |i  i»i     •..!•   .:     .»   Iiir  "..I  ■••  !ii;''r»    int.^a*- 

<"-i-i«  ;'.  .-.  M  k  ii,'»»-  ir      It  av|i«-ari-i!,  mi  .  "-r".  nu  1   t   r  .  ii  -;a''!-»        1 1.-    'A'a"!  in 

th-   ••.•.•:,-■.•    ■  '.   ■  ••  ..III  r  .«!    iii-ii  I-'-:.  :  •  ii 'i  I  .I'll  mi»«  J- .'    I  •«  n  at  >■■  ii::<i  h.  aiiil 

i»- :.  !.r    ".    -    ■■  i«    .■!!    !    ••    •  i' I-    t     tli4t  •:»■  ti  1I-.  1  r:.i-i"ti  :'•.•'  a-:,  nii.t  :'.•■!•>  «aa 

Kti,-'.  ■.■,   .   .-.•nil.  .i!   .-.tir.-'t"   III   M.»'l»-  aiii't. I  :..:.■.;.!  ••r.i- l>it-il  to  till' aiii'iiint 

fc-i*    ,r  ■«■-.■    ;.  .•     ii'.  I   •    ■  i!  I    I.  ■!     '••   at-  iil-Vi-    «   •  .  ■  it  tl.--  »  ..-^'i"!  i:.f  •r-iia'ion 

t- ■   '.-  !    ■        •  •  -1^   t  I   t'!,.!   t'l  !    tliit    til-  -.;i    ■!■■     ti      ■  i    •.■.••    K.-"i-i.:it-    1. 1    III  anr 

<"■•-.       r-  •    i-   1     ;■:    t  .-    ;r.t-r.-ir    iif    t!.i  !   --t  ;.•••.  .-i.  •  i  *  .  .i'    v.i    ■  \tr  i  •  r:i  «a» 

\''.y  I   «•  a  .T  :\'.  •:.'•  I-    -  If  -M  t:.--  |..r'  i  I  -i       I'.-  •..li»,    t'.--   -  i  .ir.-  •  •  f  tiiw  e>iii- 

li    ."    «     r--  •  ."   I  .i«-   f.  it    'U-    '  ■  ••••■.i    .1:1  -t.i'  ;.  •     .i!      .•      a".!      ■»      ' -i     ii  -Liv    Wi  r<» 

n- •    T- •    :•    •».•..•,    r-  i   'i   ••!    t  .••"»:.  •••  iii!»«  .1.    .^  I"-  i      1  :.  >  irr- ^'li'iritT  •^  '«i»l 

|i;«  :.•--.  1-.    .-.    ".      ;     ■■   rt   a'l  1    i  \  j     rt  I  •.■;(:•..».  t\     t      .  -f  "•.-  V-ti-    !i-.  I  i .  r- 

ttii  ;■       •   ■         I«;i-   i    ••     :-  I      .1           III  t»;:i\       ..-1    !..r    a    ■  .- »r    'i;    •;.»!. on. 

«1  ■■;•  t    •     i-    •".-  .   ■■.  ;  .  I.  .t      !    :..i-  -.ii.;-  ^  «:..•  .    :.      :.  .|-.  ;   ••,.■  t.  -'-ii-   l...ril  ■  r   !ii» 

a;.  1     ■      •- '■'  »■   t'.i  f  ,- t-r- 't*  :!i  Mi!»  li   ti      »-■.".- .-i:.  w  .i.l   l-n  at'.<-  t>i  fur- 

i;  i«   .vr   ••  :■      •'•\'    '"  '■'   I  »  ■»»   .1  J  i»t  <«;.•"  I.;»i.  !  •  T.i    ' '    -..-  .itt«-t> 

H-    '          .     !    •  .    :-.    •».     .    mir.     fwir  I        :        »1'M'-M»      in/\(\rKIt'K 

•■       ■«..;.      ,,'      .''■•■      '       i»t        '    .'    '•■■"  •!.  I        I-  •;.     ..I'.-     fc-ln  I    .<    l.i-Wifi    aM" 

hr  ■  •      -  ■  I'    *  '■■   !*'•'■'■   t  . »',  .1'   !    •    J- 1-  t-i  T        1    ■n    »..    '.;••    y    -."•  r»  *•-!   "iikw 

•' -.•  •     ,"    t\-%  r«-.  ■■»  ,■••  i'  •!•  »'     {  r.«k.  t:.-       :•:     l'.i:».   u         i  ;.••    I.   :.      Mi-ni- 

a:.;      .•  ;■  r   t;.      i  .r    i    .•••»•    ■  •.    !.      wa»  l"-r   f   r    I. 'itl*      \lr    't..*:.     (..ti  laUiJ 

•■jr-  ■;.    .  »  ■.   ;   r«-<  •  .ti>  « :-.-,  ^rattilx  !»;•  .I't-i.t.  ••,   t.-  t;..-  '     i.>.ilsr  arraii^;!*- 

an    lo  .ran  -     Sr  •■!.    li-r   M.k,-ot_«  •   <  r  •-  ;i.<  :.:•    a'    K-'«ar.ii       il<'   « a*   « .1..:.^   lo 

T*rii-:.ri,t   •..•.,4t  t.'K.t  iu;-rt«'.<  wo-.;!-!  k-v  aav  lliat  if  1..*  t>oo    Kri>-i.  i   |-'jt  forward 

prv'tM  trl       II-    i';i-r<t--«i  t:.at  it   wa«  •    raa^      aii'i    fjra.ti.ol     :L-     b*«>llul 

tha  ii.tr;,-.  I"     «).<>:i  'ho  < '•  t  « /■  w«*  •rat  '  fifurc«     aitJ      faCa.       L*      «uui  1     l'<uk 
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Moskat.  Formerly,  the  Home  Govern- 
ment contributed  half  the  amount  for 
Muscat,  and  the  Indian  Qovernment 
half  at  Zanzibar.  At  the  same  time,  the 
number  of  Consuls  on  the  Coast  had 
been  increased,  amongst  those  appointed 
being  those  Consuls  whose  names  and 
appointments  had  attracted  the  attention 
of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member.  The 
arrangement  with  regard  to  the  Postal 
Service)  which  had  really  been  a  Slave 
Trade  Service,  was  no  longer  renewed 
as  a  Postal  Service,  but  as  a  Slave  Trade 
Service.  That  was  to  say,  whereas 
formerly  the  whole  of  the  money  which 
now  appeared  under  the  contract  men- 
tioned in  this  Vote  appeared  as  a  Postal 
arrangement,  it  had  now  been  taken 
over  by  the  Foreign  Office,  because  it 
was,  in  reality,  an  arrangement  with 
regard  to  the  blave  Trade.  That  ar- 
rangement, it  was  believed,  would  ma- 
terially contribute  to  the  suppression  of 
the  Slave  Trade  in  those  regions. 

Captain  AYLMER  asked  where  were 
the  headquarters  of  the  four  new  Con- 
suls ?  It  was  said  to  be  on  the  African 
mainland ;  but  that  was  a  very  wide  de- 
scription. It  was  important  that  the 
public  should  know  where  they  were 
stationed. 

LoBD  EDMOND  FITZMAUEICE  re- 
plied, that  the  Coast  was  divided  into 
four  districts,  each  under  the  charge  of 
one  of  these  Consuls.  The  Consuls 
would  not  be  stationary,  but  would  move 
about.  That  was  an  essential  part  of 
the  arrangement. 

Vote  agretd  to. 

(4.)  £4,420,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Tonnage  Bounties,  &c.  and  Liberated 
Ainoan  Department. 

(5.)  £2,005,  to  complete  the  snm  for 
the  Suez  Canal  (British  Directors). 

(6.)  £20,951,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Colonies,  Chrants  in  Aid. 

(7.)  £17,300,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Subsidies  to  Telegraph  Companies. 

(8.)  £16,000,  for  Cyprus,  Grant  in 
Aid. 

Mb.  MOLLOT  said,  he  would  like  to 
know  how  long  this  iniquitous  charge 
was  to  last  ? 

Mr.  EVELYN  ASHLEY  said,  it 
would  last  as  loi^  as  the  deficiency 
luted.  The  deficiency  was  only  £15,000. 

Lord  Edmond  EiUmaurie* 


Mb.  MOLLOY  said,  the  Vote  asked 
for  was  £30,000 ;  but  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man said  the  deficiency  was  only  £15,000. 
This  was  a  remnant  of  the  Tory  policy, 
for  which  the  country  had  now  to  pay. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  this  was  the 
apparent  deficiency  in  September  last ; 
but  it  was  not  so  large  now. 

Me.  "WAETON  said,  the  deficiency 
was  at  one  time  £90,000 ;  but,  owing  to 
the  increased  prosperity  of  the  Island 
under  their  rule,  there  was  a  prospect 
of  the  Island  returning  a  surplus. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(9.)  £13,832,  for  Subsidy  to  Castle 
Mail  Packets  Company. 

(10.)  £284,825,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  Science  and  Art  Department. 

(11.)  £102,133,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  British  Museum. 

Mr.  WABTON  asked  whether  the 
authorities  would  not  arrange  to  let 
the  public  see  this  Museum  in  the  even- 
ing ? 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  the  Trustees 
of  the  Museum  had  considered  that 
matter,  but  had  not  seen  their  way  to 
carry  out  the  suggestion,  being  very  ap- 
prehensive as  to  the  risk  of  fire.  They 
had,  however,  to  some  extent,  intro> 
duced  the  electric  light  into  the  Beading 
Boom. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(13.)  £8,500  (including  a  Supplemen- 
tary sum  of  £2,600),  to  complete  the 
sum  for  University  Colleges,  Wales. 

(13.)  £4,25S,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Deep  Sea  Exploring  Expedition  (Be- 
port). 

(14.)  £255,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Transit  of  Venus. 

Mb.  WABTON  asked  whether  thia 
Vote  was  the  end  of  the  expenses  oon- 
nected  with  this  matter  ? 

Ma.  COUETNEY  said,  he  believed  it 
was. 

Vote  agr»$d  to. 

(15.)  £13,031,  tooomplete  the  sum  for 
Universities,  &o.  in  Scotland. 

(16.)  £1,700,  to  complete  the  snm  for 
National  Gallery,  &c.  in  Scotland. 

(17.)  £5,000,  for  Soottidli  Historioa} 
Portrait  Gallery. 
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th«  rapitftl  and  TamaUT*.  whwh  «a«  th* 
rau«o  i>f  hia  hariiifr  a  p«>ni>anMit  rMt- 
donro  at  tho  Iatl<<r  pUro.  Iln  tru«t<  <1 
tlii'«»  i<s|ilaiiationm  w<>ul<l  In-  MttiBfa<-ti>rr 
til  tli»  <iimmfrt-ial  world,  and  that  it 
wtitil.l  not  !><•  thouifht  that  th«  hun. 
M<'iiil><  r  for  Kvo  Mr  A«haii*ad-itartli>(ll 
wa<  roffix-t  in  «4jin)f  that  ho  had  at  any 
tiui<'  uud>  rralod  th«>  inip<>rtanco  of  th- 
trado  of  Madagaarar.  Th<>  hon.  Moinhvr 
fur  V.xv  hnl  *pi>k<>n  of  tho  trado  uf 
Uadnga-car  a*  bi'ini;  I'i.tiou.ooo.  ;  Mr. 
A*iiuK4t>-ltAkTi.r.rT  :  No/  Thi>««  «or« 
hi*  liK'inx.  and  h<>  a|i|M>«r«H|  t»  unetht-ni 
a»  a  r<iuvi<ni<'nl  hkhIo  of  t>iprt«««ion  with 
rr^tnrd  to  irad»  in  oth«>r  r<>untrii-4  ;  liut 
ho  did  not  think  thi-  hon.  M)<ml>c<r  op|M>> 
•iti<  Mr.  \Vhi(l<>T  ,  who  ui«e<l  hii  fiffur*'* 
inoro  <ar«'fiillr,  wniild  Im<  likclr  to  fnll 
into  thi>  Mini)-  orror. 

Mil.  AMIlMK.\l>nAKTLKrr  laid. 
thi*  noldo  I>inl  had  ro|«<>alo>l a  atalfmont 
with  r<'^«rd  to  hitn«<-lf  n(t«r  hi<  had  do- 
uii-<l  it  lln  had  n«ti>r.  t  ith<<r  inaidi*  or 
outiiidt'  tliat  lIou«-.  otattsl  that  th«tra<I<* 
uf  Mil  lii);tt«-.tr  wa«  X.'.tHtn.iMMi,  or  any 
oth-  f  nutii>H<r  of  niiiliou*.  Thi>  <tal«in<>nt 
of  tli»  nobl>-  I.  ml  wa«,  th«*r»forp,  quite 
iha<<- urate.  il«  rhnll<>ni;ml  tho  D<dd« 
Lorl  to  ahow  that  ho  had  oror  atatfd 
thi>  trado  in  anj  part  of  ih<>  world  to  bt* 
£,>,iMiu.iioo  .  wi  tiial  tho  noMi<  I^irl  had 
bct-n  Kuilty  of  a  »\v*t  in*<'Uliun,  which 
he  aofiiix-l  aiiiiou*  to  maintain  without 
any  pr<"f  «hni<>*<T.  .^Kain.  tho  noblo 
I/>rd  wn<  unjust  in  atTuninfc  him  of 
wautiDi;  to  rai*"  a  dvbal'-  un  Madayaarar 
aifaira  on  th;<  Vi-t«.  It  wb«  of  no  UMt 
tadlui,;  tho  < '•>iiimitta<«  that  ih-ro  waa  a 
<'on«uI  nho  waa  K-'inK  ab<iut  tho  laland  . 
their  «i<h  «a«  lu  aacvrtain  what  that 
Con«ut  waa  doinjr.  and  what  tho  Uu- 
Tornmrnt  woti-  doinj;  to  r*-«tore  the 
£7.-,o,iNni  «,f  trado  whuh  hail  l«o«u  do. 
ttroT<-«l  hy  tho  Kronrh  oporation*  in 
lla  la^aar.tr.  What  woro  tho  (}oTom- 
n«-nt  d<iinir.  rilher  of  thoniatdroa  or 
through  their  t'onaul.  to  |{«t  rid  i>f  the 
Biiat  radio  «tati'  of  thin|(«  in  tho  lalaod. 
wht<h  wa*  •  auaiht;  r>in«ii|oraMo  Iom  to 
the  comni^inity  ilo  should  like  to  hoar 
the  optniiin  of  tho  hon.  Moiuber  f<ir 
IjTerp-d  Mr  Whitley  ,  who,  at  Ie4»t, 
knew  wh.>t  he  waa  talking  atwut,  on  lh<- 
ifaf.,rmatiun  vhiih  the  noMe  I^ird  had 
gi«en  hiro .  and  ho  would  l.ke  to  know 
wh-'thor  the  <<>tnmoTtial  wrn  cnoc<-mod 
in  title  trado  '-f  IT.'io.immi  wrv  antiafied 
with  the  atatemont  of  th«  nuMa  I.0ri? 
Ho  ha<l  had  a  large  nuoibwr  uf  tumiBU- 
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I  nicatioiu  tt*im  paraooa  iatarMlad  ia  tkU 
I  matter,  ami  ho  thought  ha  ahould  b* 
ju>tiiie<l  in  niovinK  that  I'ruKToaa  ho  ro- 
iHirt'-al  aft  -r  tho  atatemi-nt  uf  tho  aoblo 
\^>T  i :  an  I,  nt  all  oventa,  he  had  a  right 
tiMiill  u|>-in  the  nutde  I»ni  to  withdraw 
tho  «tati'm>nt  that  ho  Mr.  AahmoMl- 
ltartl<  It  had  aaid  the  traiU  of  Madaitaa- 
rar  wa«  l'.',n«>ii.(M>0,iii»toadof  i>&U,UOO, 
a»  h>'  had  aaid. 

l/.ki.  KhMoNh  FIT/MAntlCB 
aaid,  ho  couM  |pvo  no  furthar  informa- 
tion  bfvttnil  what  ho  had  fnmi  timo  to 
time  pron.  The  F<irpif(n  tHfii-**  had  ra- 
•  i-ivtM  no  aiKH-ial  information.  If  tha 
h m  Member  ncrrr  aaid  £i,iM>0,000,  ha 
Would  at  oiite  acn-pl  that  oxplaaatioa 
and  withdraw  thi>  atatomont  ha  bad 
madi* :  but  h»  had  mado  it  boratua  ha 
had  aeen  that  ti(ruro  atlribut<>«l  to  tha 
hon.  MoiiiIkt  in  rariuua  «pt<«choa  during 

Ma!  ASIlMKAlKltARTLRTT  aaid. 
the  |>oiut  hv  had  put  with  rogard  to  Mr. 
I'ltwer  waa.  whether  tha  liurrmmeBt 
a>lmit:<il  tho  aubatantial  accuracy  of 
Mr.  I'owor'a  atali-inonta':  Coaaidorablo 
bUine  had  b<>on  thrown  u|ion  Ur.  Powar; 
and  «  hat  ho  wiahi-d  to  know  waa,  wha> 
ther  the  noblo  I>irtl  had  any  pniof  ia 
aupiKirt  »t  what  ho  had  aaid.  orwhatbar 
ho  waa  wilhnit  to  admit  that  Mr.  I'uwar 
de«>*r\r<l  general  irodit .' 

Ma  CdtKTNKV,  roplyinir  V>  tha 
hon.  an<l  learned  Membor  for  liridport 
.Mr  Wartiw  .  oiplainwi  that  it  waa 
rt>pro*i-nt«'d  to  tho  Trvaaury  laat  yaar 
that  It  waa  no<-«-*<«ry  to  inrraaao  tba 
aalarioBof  rortain  ottinala  in  Aaia  Minor, 
and  I  hoy  ha<l  oonavntcd  to  giro  aa  axtra 
amount. 

Vote  fTfti  U. 

{.I  £'.>.'i.i>70  •inrludinga  Supplaiaaa* 
tary  aum  uf  £ll.u(»o:,  to  complete  tba 
aum  for  the  t^uppreaaiun  of  the  Slara 
Trailo 

t'lrriix  AYLMKR  naked  for  aaaa 
information  in  etplanatitm  uf  tha  largo 
intronao  m  tho  amount  allowed  fur  ai^aa 

plm-oaf 

I.».a:.  K1>M<»NI>  FITZMArRlCE 
aaid.  he  had  already  anawor^d  tbia  (|aaa> 
tion  in  one  of  the  Figyptian  dobataa  ia 
connection  with  tho  aulijart  of  alarery. 
Twu  »r  ibreo  rhaa(>-«  had  be<4i  mado. 
The  ll^ime  ttuvamment  would  auw  bo 
napunaible  fur  ibo  whuleuf  the  arrango* 
Bienta  ronnected  with  /annbar,  aad 
the  Indian  trurorameat  fur    tboao    at 
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Maskat.  Formerly,  th«  Home  Oovem- 
ment  oontribated  half  the  amount  for 
Musoat,  and  the  Indian  Government 
half  at  Zanzibar.  At  the  same  time,  the 
number  of  Consuls  on  the  Coast  had 
been  increased,  amongst  those  appointed 
being  those  Consuls  whose  names  and 
appointments  had  attracted  the  attention 
of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member.  The 
arrangement  with  regard  to  the  Postal 
Service,  which  had  really  been  a  Slave 
Trade  Service,  was  no  longer  renewed 
as  a  Postal  Service,  but  as  a  Slave  Trade 
Service.  That  was  to  say,  whereas 
formerly  the  whole  of  the  money  which 
now  appeared  under  the  contract  men- 
tioned in  this  Vote  appeared  as  a  Postal 
arrangement,  it  had  now  been  taken 
over  by  the  Foreign  Office,  because  it 
was,  in  reality,  an  arrangement  with 
regard  to  the  blave  Trade.  That  ar- 
rangement, it  was  believed,  would  ma- 
terially contribute  to  the  suppression  of 
the  Slave  Trade  in  those  regions. 

Oaftaiit  AYLMER  asked  where  were 
the  headquarters  of  the  four  new  Con- 
suls ?  It  was  said  to  be  on  the  African 
mainland ;  but  that  was  a  very  wide  de- 
scription. It  was  important  that  the 
public  should  know  where  they  were 
stationed. 

LobdEDMOND  FITZMAURIOE  re- 
plied, that  the  Coast  was  divided  into 
four  districts,  each  under  the  charge  of 
one  of  these  Consuls.  The  Consuls 
would  not  be  stationary,  but  would  move 
about.  That  was  an  esseutial  part  of 
the  arrangement. 

Vote  agrttd  to. 

(4.)  £4,420,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Tonnage  Bounties,  &c.  and  Liberated 
African  Department. 

(5.)  £2,005,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Suez  Canal  (British  Directors). 

(6.)  £'.^0,951,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Ooloniee,  Grants  in  Aid. 

(7.)  £17,300,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
SuDsidies  to  Telegraph  Companies. 

(8.)  £15,000,  for  Cyprus,  Grant  in 
Aid. 

Ma.  MOLLOY  said,  he  would  like  to 
know  how  long  this  iniquitous  cha^e 
was  to  last  ? 

Mr.  EVELYN  ASHLEY  said,  it 
would  last  as  long  as  the  deficiency 
luted.  Thedeficienoy  was  only  £15,000. 

Lori  i'dmond  Fltam*urie* 


Mb.  MOLLOY  said,  the  Vote  asked 
for  was  £30,000 ;  but  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man said  the  deficiency  was  only  £15,000. 
This  was  a  remnant  of  the  Tory  policy, 
for  which  the  country  had  now  to  pay. 

Me.  COURTNEY  said,  this  was  the 
apparent  deficiency  in  September  last ; 
but  it  was  not  so  larg^  now. 

Mr.  AVARTON  said,  the  defioienoy 
was  at  one  time  £90,000 ;  but,  owing  to 
the  increased  prosperity  of  the  Island 
under  their  rule,  there  was  a  prospect 
of  the  Island  returning  a  surplus. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(9.)  £13,832,  for  Subsidy  to  Castle 
Mail  Packets  Company. 

(10.)  £284,825,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  Science  and  Art  Department. 

(II.)  £102,133,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  British  Museum. 

Ma.  WARTON  asked  whether  the 
authorities  would  not  arrange  to  let 
the  public  see  this  Museum  in  the  even- 
ing? 

Mb.  COUBTNEY  said,  the  Trustees 
of  the  Museum  had  considered  that 
matter,  but  bad  not  seen  their  way  to 
carry  out  the  sugg^tion,  being  vei^ap- 

Erehensive  as  to  the  risk  of  fire.  They 
ad,  however,  to  some  extent,  intro- 
duced the  electric  light  into  the  Beading 
Room. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(13.)  £8,500  (including  a  Supplemen- 
tary sum  of  £2,500),  to  complete  the 
sum  for  University  Colleges,  Wales. 

(13.)  £4,253,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Deep  Sea  Exploring  Expedition  (Re- 
port). 

(14.)  £255,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Transit  of  Venus. 

Mb.  WARTON  asked  whether  this 
Vote  was  the  end  of  the  expenses  con- 
nected with  this  matter  ? 

Mb.  COUBTNEY  said,  he  beUeved  it 
was. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(15.)  £13,031,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Universities,  &c.  in  Scotland. 

(16.)  £1,700,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
National  Gallery,  &c.  in  Scotland. 

(17.)  £5,000,  for  Scottish  Hiatorioal 
Portrait  Gallery. 
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Motioo  aad*.  sad  OwMtioa  ptopo— d. 

"That  •  NB.  nol  ncMdiac  41, IM,  b* 
(tmnlail  to  liar  lf«j«at^.  to  cuapteto  tb*  tna 
Hic»— try  U>  dclrajr  tk*  Chug*  vkich  will 
con*  in  rtiurw  o{  ;«raMat  donaff  Um  ymr 
•nJiD^  ua  thr  lia  <U)  ul  Xanh  IBsi,  lu*  tK« 
SalatMO  aad  Kiiwaan  uf  the  Natiuoal  Scbvol 
Taacban'  huporaonoaliuo  (Mlt»,  buUia." 

Mk.  DIUUAU  Mi«l.  th*  Iriah  ll«m- 
bvra  luul  nut  raiwrd  aoj  Miiuu*  d*!*;  is 
rvganl  tothelriah  Vot««;  and  li«  Uiuught 
tha  Uovvrnmvat  might  cunavnt  to  pu«t- 
pono  this  Vut«>.  oapvctalljr  aa  ihcjr  had 
Biatic  gMHit  |ifugrf»4  ia  tb*  laat  half 
hour.  Thia  waa  th<>  night  uf  thv  Kaak 
llulitlajr,  and  it  would  t>«  esr«>odtUtfljr 
diiiicult  for  Memb4>r*  tw  gat  caba.  ila 
b^gvd  tu  muva  that  I'lugtaaa  ba  ra- 
pt>it«Ml. 

Motiaa  mado,  and  Uuaatioo  nropaa«>d, 
"  1  hat  (h»  <  "hainnan  du  raport  I*rtign>oa, 
and    aak    laave    to    ait    again." — ^Mr. 

Ma  CoritTNEY  aaid.  ba  aatirair 
a^niiiathuiHl  with  tbo  bun.  Manbar  witb 
raganl  to  lhi>  dilBiulty  of  getting  caba; 
but  if  thv  Comtuittaa  would  Ukka  tbia 
Vut«>.  be  did  ttut  int«>nd  ti>  propuaa  tha 
Vut<«  for  tho  Uu>'«<o'a  Culbitaa. 

Ua.  11I'1.\I.Y  aaid.  a  nuiubar  of  Iririi 
MaoitM-ra  had  guoa  bumv  oa  tb<>  ttDdt>r- 
ata&ding  that  tbia  VaC«  would  nut  ba 
taken  that  nigbt.  It  a«<«m«<d  to  bim  to 
ba  a  fatal  miataka  for  thorn  to  gu  bona 
at  anjr  tima.  It  had  Iimhi  diatiaicUj  tta- 
daratiMMl.  aa  tha  boo.  UvmbarforQuaao'a 
<V>unty  Mr.  Arthur  o'i'oanur  J  bad  aaid. 
that  no  uthvr  Irtah  Vut««  would  b«  takni 
that  night ;  and  thvroforw  ba  thought 
tha  li<>Tpmini*nt  ought  nut  to  taka  ibia 
Vuta  now.  It  wiiuld  ba  mncb  battar  to 
diaruaa  it  in  daylight. 

Ma  OM'HTNKY  aaid.  ba  tbongbt  it 
would  ba  much  bauar  not  to  diacuaa  it 
ataU. 

Ma.  HKKiAK  aaid,  tbara  waa  so 
raaatin  to  antiripata  Trrjr  nurh  diaraa- 
Moo  :  liut  tha  Vu<a  waa  of  a  cuntretiuaa 
naturr 

Ma  IIKALYaakad  if  tb-  boo.  Oaa- 
tloman  would  withdraw  tba  Vot*  if  tba 
Inah  MroilM^ra  agi««d  tu  tba  Votaa  for 
tba  Kndowi'd  ;Vh<«la  (V>mmiaaioaara 
;  Iralaad  .  and  th»  Nalioaal  Uailary  '  Ira- 
lan.1   * 

Ma  OM'UTSEYcoBaantadte  wtlb- 
draw  tba  Vo'.«. 

Motion,  bv  laava,  uttUrmn. 


Origiaal 

Motion,  b;  Icara,  ««iMr«ir«. 

18  )  £470,  to  complato  tba  aam  for 
thx  Kndowad  Scboola  CoiiiiiilMioiiai% 
Iraland. 

,  IV  ;  £1,441.  to  aomplaU  tba  anm  for 
tba  National  tiallary  of  Iralaad. 

liaaolntiona  to  ba  raportad  ra-aiirra«. 

Committaa  to  ait  agaia  T^-mtrnw. 

Ma  n(L\I.Y:  If  tba  bon.  Oaatia- 
man  wiah<Hi  to  taka  the  Ilaimrt  of  Bapply 
of  8atunlay  I  'hall  not  ubjcrt. 

8Urri.V.-RKP«>BT. 
ro<lpon<<d   Uaaolutiona  [lat  AngiMl] 

Ma  IIKALY:  I  aboald  lika  now  to 
r«>|M>at  th*  <|ueatioa  I  put  to  tba  right 
bon.  Oantlaman  tb*  Cbiaf  Stcrataiy  tha 
otiiar  <<*aBing  on  tba  aabjaet  of  aiaita  to 
priattnara  in  Iriah  gauta.  Ia  tba  axiM* 
ing  nil*  to  ba  dona  away  with,  and  ia 
tba  diM-ratiimarr  power  to  ba  takoa 
from  tha  ItoTamnra  uf  gaolaf  I  pvt 
tb«  <|UMtiua  to  tba  boa.  and  laatiiad 
Uaattamaa  tba  Kdiritor  Uaaaral  for  Ira- 
land. in  tba  aba<«c«  uf  tba  right  has. 
UantUman  tha  ('hi«f  SocraUrr. 

Tna  H)U(MTOK  UKNl&AL  roa 
IKKlJlNh  'Mr.  Wauibb  :  I  hara 
written  alwut  thia  mattar.  bat,  aa  jral, 
bava  r«c«iT«d  no  lafomatioo. 

Kaaolutioaa  fmi  U. 

i (xiuKiiT  i*iu(TicE>» ;srnpES8iox or 

{  ELKt-noX.-*;  BILL  -;Biu.  »U.) 

Mr.  Atfrmtp  Omtnt,  JTr.  MwOm-  iimtnt.) 

aariism  aaAiuxu. 
Ordar  for  Saooad  Kaading  road. 

Motion  mada.  and  Qoaatioa  propoaad, 
"  That  tba  Bdl  ba  now  raad  a  aaaoad 
,  timf."—  Mr.  AtUrmtf  G«mtr*l. 

Ma.  WAKToN  aaid.  ba  moat  raally 
ol'jKt  I  •  tlti«  Hill  Wing  rrad  a  aatoaa 
tiuia.  In  I  !»*•>.  It  would  lia  raaaam* 
bam!.  th<'ri-  wrr«>  aataral  Roral  Omi* 
mia>i"b*  apiHHBird  fur  the  puipoaa  of 
ia<|uinag  lato  flactoral  eorra{rtioa. 
Savm  Uiruugha  wara  affactad  in  tha 
raault—  tioniugba  raturaing  two  Mo«* 
brra  each,  au  that  i  I  Manbara  wara  ia- 
j  aulTcd.  I  >t  tbaaa  1 4  Mambata.  1 1  wara 
Librrala,  and  tbrT«<  (\maarratiTaa.  BtDa 
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had  been  brought  forward  in  previous 
Sessions  suspending  the  elections.  The 
reason  he  opposed  the  present  measure 
was  because  it  was  not  a  repetition  of 
the  Bills  of  previous  years,  as  it  should 
be.  He,  in  his  ignorance,  trusting  the 
Attorney  General,  had  assumed  that  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  intended  to 
treat  the  House  justly  and  fairly  in  this 
matter ;  but  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber had  moved  the  second  reading  by 
merely  formally  raising  his  hat,  imply- 
ing that  there  was  no  occasion  for  him 
to  make  any  statement.  But  this  Bill 
was  different  from  others  which  had 
been  brought  in  before.  He  was  not 
g^ing  into  the  Constitutional  point,  as 
that  would  take  a  long  time  to  ar^e ; 
but,  shortly,  he  would  say  he  doubted 
very  much  whether  it  was  a  Constitu- 
tional practice  to  suspend  elections  in 
boroughs  without  knowing  what  they 
were  going  to  do  with  those  boroughs. 
The  boroughs  might  differ  in  their  de- 
grees of  guilt — some  might  deserve  dis- 
franchisement, others  might  deserve  par- 
tial disfranchisement ;  whilst  it  might 
be  found  consistent  with  justice  to  treat 
others  in  a  different  manner.  There 
had  been  three  Acts  passed,  one  in  1881, 
another  in  1882,  and  the  third  in  1883. 
There  had  been  some  excuse  for  the  Act 
of  1881,  as  it  was  not  desirable  to  have 
the  elections  taking  place  in  the  Recess ; 
but  desirable  that  Parliament  should 
have  reserved  to  it  the  right  of  saying, 
some  day  after  the  first  meeting  of  Par- 
liament in  1882,  what  should  be  done 
with  the  boroughs.  But,  as  year  after 
year  slipped  by,  there  was  less  and  less 
excuse,  for  the  (}ovornmont  had  had 
ample  time  to  deal  with  the  boroughs. 
Not  only  could  they  have  dealt  with 
them  if  they  had  thought  fit,  but  every 
year  was  an  increased  punishment  to  the 
boroughs,  as  they  were  all  the  time  de- 
prived of  their  legislative  rights.  It 
was,  particularly,  a  punishment  to  those 
boroughs  which  were  not  so  guilty  as 
the  others.  They  all  knew  what  had 
happened  in  the  case  of  Wigan,  which 
now  enjoyed  its  proper  number  of  Re- 
presentatives. With  regard  to  the  terms 
of  the  present  Bill,  ho  had  thought  them 
the  same  as  the  terms  of  the  Bills  which 
had  preceded  this  measure  until  he  had 
come  to  read  them — showing  how  im- 
portant it  was  to  carefully  scrutinize 
•very  Bill  brought  forward  by  the  Go- 
vernment.    He  found  a  very  great  and 

Mr.  Warton 


important  difference  between  this  Bill 
and  those  of  the  three  previous  years. 
In  overy  one  of  the  three  previous  years 
the  provision  had  been  that  the  suspen- 
sion was  not  to  go  beyond  the  first  seven 
days  of  the  Sitting  of  Parliament  "  next 
year."  The  only  difference  in  the  three 
Bills  had  been  the  correction  in  the  third 
— that  of  1883 — of  a  slight  inelegance 
of  phraseology,  which  the  Attorney 
General  had  adhered  to  as  long  as  he 
could.  The  Government,  he  repeated, 
had  had  less  and  less  excuse  on  account 
of  want  of  time  to  make  up  their  minds 
what  to  do  with  the  boroughs.  Still, 
they  had  not  made  up  their  minds  ;  and 
now  they  were  not  content  with  limiting 
the  Bill  to  the  next  Session  of  Parlia- 
ment— which,  ordinarily,  would  be  in 
1885 — but  they  inserted  these  words  in 
the  measure — "  Until  after  the  expira- 
tion of  the  present  Parliament."  The 
Parliament  might  last  until  1887.  The 
present  Government,  with  their  usual 
contempt  for  the  Constitution,  had  more 
than  once  suggested  the  idea  that 
Parliament  might  last  beyond  six  years. 
They  might  find  it  convenient  to  take  a 
seventh  Session,  otherwise  they  might 
find  it  impossible  to  pass  a  complete 
Reform  BilL  The  present  Parliament 
had  only  lasted  four  years  and  a-half, 
so  that  it  was  possible  for  it  to  ^  on 
until  April,  1887,  meeting  two  full  Ses- 
sions after  the  half  Session  which  it  was 
intended  to  hold  in  the  Autumn.  This 
extension  of  time  in  the  Bill  was  what 
he  bitterly  complained  of.  The  measure 
should  be  in  accordance  with  previous 
Bills.  What  was  the  motive  for  ex- 
tending the  period  ?  If  they  looked  at 
the  boroughs  affected  by  the  Bill,  they 
would  find  that  their  populations  went 
from  14,885— which  was  the  jMpulation 
of  Sandwich — to  35,570 — the  population 
of  Macclesfield  —  before  the  General 
Election.  Now,  if  they  allowed  an  in- 
crease of,  say,  10  per  rent,  or  even  15  per 
cent,  for  the  years  which  had  elapsed 
since  the  General  Election,  it  was  clear 
that  none  of  the  places  would  have 
reached  a  population  of  50,000 ;  and  it 
might,  therefore,  he  that  the  Govern- 
ment intended  to  disfranchise  the  bo- 
roughs by  a  side  wind — by  proposing  in 
the  Redistribution  Bill,  or  someothermea- 
Bure,  that  no  place  of  less  than  50,000 
inhabitants  should  return  a  Member  to 
Parliament,  or,  it  might  be,  two  Mem- 
bers.    [Crwc/'THnde!"] 
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NotiM  tekM.  that  40  llMBbw*  w*r* 
nut  jtrMent ;  IIoum  coantMl,  And  40 
ll<<m)x*rs  iMMn);  found  pirwut, 

Mh.  WAHTON  MiJ.  tiMt.  baring 
Ui*tl<-  hi*  if'int,  h«  iii<l  n<>t  «i*h  to  tak«< 
u»  any  f>ir:ti<r  tt4<<  tiiuo  nf  tho  II<tu«o. 
Il»  woiil'l  luiTfly  itMVK  t!iiit  th*  llill  !••• 
»'•>!  a  ■■••(••nil  tim<'  that  day  niuntli. 

Anicndntcnt  |>r»|><>Mxl,  to  li-ave  out  th«> 
woni  "nnw,**  iu  ord«T  t->add.  at  tliu  <<nd 
of  tk<«  QiKHititiii.  till'  wiirdu  "  u|i<>n  tliia 
day  month."—  Mr.  H'artvm  , 

(Jii4>«tion  jinijwi*^.!.  "That  tho  wor»l 
'  now  *  '•land  iiiirt  <-f  th^  Uu«-«tion." 

Tin:  ArmUNKY  tiKXKUAI.  .Sir 
ItlcNkV  J\M»:«  thought  that  whon  th» 
hon.  and  hartn-d  (i<-ntl«<nian  had  th<* 
•Itvriition  iu  thi-  Ililt  fi|>lain»l  to  him 
bt*  «ouM  liav<<  no  <d>j«>rti<iii  t4i  th<>  mva- 
•ur«>.  In  th<'  ]>r<>vi'>u*  ItdU.  th"  (>ort>rn- 
inont  had  Mniply  |>rvT>'ntt«!  thi>  iwu" 
of  Writ*  for  \\\v»»  lH>ri>Ui;h*  during  tk« 
Vaiation.  Th<-y  hail  providml  that  thvy 
»hould  not  i*«uo  until  m>vi>d  day«  afli-r 
tli«  ri--.!"**  :i.'<iiii|;  "(  I'arliaiiii'Ut  in  th<> 
Holt  \'-At  of  miH-'.int;.  Thi«  yt-ar,  h<>«- 
evi-r.  ruttiaiuoiit  mttt  about  to  b«  |iru- 
P>,(u<-<1  iiuil*  r  K|Hiial('iriiiui«tan<'<Hi;  aud 
if  till'  ordinary  counMi  had  b<-on  ad->|>t«d 
tbi>y  «ouM  bavo  inta^rf'-rtnl  with  tbt* 
<  un(titutiobttl  right  of  I'atliamvnt  to 
IMUK  a  Writ  Uiw»"«  u  <>it'd>rr  and  Fob- 
niary.  If  thvy  •u»|M<itdiil  tb*-  ri|(bt  until 
Urlolii'r  obit,  howrti'r,  in  that  luontb, 
or  in  tb«  Autumn  .S«Mion.  tbry  mixbt 
haw  t>i  inlrxlui'i'  another  Ilill  t»  »u*- 
prnd  th«  iwuK  of  Writ*  a|(ain  until 
••t  vn  day*  a(l<-r  tb<-  luiH-tinK  of  tho  n<-Kt 
8m*i<>u  If  th<y  did  that,  and  if  a  I>ia- 
•ulutMU  «>>n>  t'l  iKVur.  th«>r  would  harp 
laki-n  .iMiiy  tho  ri«;ht  of  tb«  lioniU){li*  to 
kaTv  any  rvtum  at  all  All  tb<-y  had 
d'ino  bad  lM-<<n  to  alti-r  Ibo  |>braa*do|ry 
of  tho  ui<-aiur<>  to  »uit  tbi'  riri  umataucv* 
of  t'lo  im-x'bl  roMi .  and  they  rwuld  not 
hav"  <I  •»•>  othrr  tboji  tboy  bad  donv 
wilhotit  TiolalinK  t'-rtain  gti-at  prin- 
riploa  «h:<  h  tbvjr  wvr«  U^und  to  luaau- 
Uin 

•  'imix  AYI.IIKI:  obiort*!  to  the 
alteration  ir>tu  tho  pnnci|iio  of  th«  |>n<> 
Tioii*  IliU*  t'ortain  |wr*u««  Tory  murb 
intcrr«to.l  in  ibi«  aubjart  had  b«>*n  cnm- 
miinii  atoil  with,  and  ba>l  •iprnaood  ob- 
jartton  to  the  c  baaft".  boiuK  uf  u|NaioB 
that  It  Would  not  !•«  wiaa  Xu  gu  twyund 
ooTon  day«  aftor  tho  boat  niaetiaff  uf 
J'arhaiavut.     I'uo   pun  ipla   «buh  bod 


baan  adoptad  by  rariiamaat  all  thraofli 
ahnuld  lie  adborvd  to,  aad  he  tnutad 
tbi>  Attornoy  Oonoral  would  alter  the 
Hill  a't-ordinirly  If  hi*  did  not,  ha 
miitbt  ••s|M>iii>iiia  aoiiio  difficulty  in  paaa> 
iutr  it  ihroiich  t'oinmitti-o 

lilt  ATl'oUNKV  tiUXKKAI.  Sir 
lltXHV  .Kur*  *«ii|,  that  tho  iM<r*i>n» 
intori-<!<il  in  tho  |M>ri>u|;ba  wbit-ti  wrra 
not  fiiliy  roproMtbtol  in  the  llouan  bad 
bi-on  •|>ok<'U  t  >  on  tho  •iibjmi.  and  had 
willini;ly  a<-i<-pt»l  tho  pnnriplo  uf  the 
llill  on  it*  iM-in,;  pro|M'rlv  otnlained. 
Tho  h<>D.  Mi-iiilnr  for  W'oet  (hirabira 
^Mr.  II.  Tollfmnrbo  ,  for  inatanro.  had 
romovfd  hi*  blocking;  Nutiro  fnnu  the 
I'apt- r.  Tho  lNirou((h*  would  lie  aafer, 
and  Would  baro  (;n>ati>r  riifbta  under  the 
Kill  in  it*  pn-M-ut  form,  than  under  it  ia 
any  othi>r  form.  If  hon.  M<>inlM<ra  iata> 
reati><|  111  tlioMi  IxiroiiKba  were  ai(ain*t 
th<'  prim  i|ilf  of  thi-  ItiH.  ho  would  pro- 
ini*o  to  a!ti<r  it. 

Uuo*tion  put 

Tho  Ii->u«,>  dmdti : — Ayoa  AO  ;  Noaa 
•J:    Major.ty  4H.  -  I»iv.  Ijat,  No.  '.'O*.) 

Uaiu  UuMtion  put.  and  a§mi  U. 

liill  read  a  aecond  time,  and  t»mmiU«d 
for  /•••••rriHf. 

YoKKsiiiKi:  icKisisTKu:!«  mix 

{Mr  t>"d*,.M'    S'.»,i.W,r-l4f.ll'   \T,tm4, 

Mr    0»»  liSKmtf.   •*ir   .latfrrv   /dir^cira, 
M-    iKtrUt  m;imm  ) 
HILL   SK>   \       LnHI-i'    AtlK!ll»IX>T«. 

Mh.  T.  a.  I>I<'KSoN  :  I  niuvo  that 
tho  l^irda'  Aiu«-n>liBi-nta  to  thia  UiU  ba 
cubkidoTod. 

Mb.  WAKToN:  Aro  tboy  printed  ? 

Ma  T  A  MiK-^MX:  Ve..  Tha 
altorationa  aro  monly  on  jHiint*  uf 
dotail.  and  wore  i>ut  in  at  the  ttiggaa- 
tioB  of  tho  I^trd  (  hani-elior. 

Motion  afrtW  le. 

Uirda'    Ainendmenta  ttm»U«r*d,  and 


struKMi*.  i-»»rnT  or  jrin<  .*TrRE 

AMKMiMI.NT  UIM.  :£«/<) 

^aii.L  307        <i>]i«iitcaATl>>i>. 

<^er  for  ('oeatdtration,  a*  ameaded, 
read. 

llill  T«-4mmmtit»4  in  roajMct  of  a  N«« 
Clauae  AUdit<oa  uf  oincoe  of  awoni 
cierLa  I  •  K&auiii*>-r«  in  Chaacarj  ;  •••> 
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tiitrti  in  Gommittee,  and  rtpmrUi ;  m 
amended,  eontidtrtd;  read  the  third 
time,  and  patted,  with  Amendments. 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  after 
Two  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    LOBDS, 
Tuetday,  ith  Augutt,  1884. 


MINUTES.]— Public  liiujt—S4eoHd  Rniding— 
Prosecution  of  Offences  (233)  ;  Criminal 
Lunatics  (239);  Superannuation*  (335). 

(%miiiitf««— Municipal  Elections  (Corrupt  and 
Illegal  Practices)  (212). 

Cammittet — Report — Education  (Scotland)  Pro- 
visional Order*  (218);  Local  Ooremment 
[Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (Labourers  Act^ 
No.  8)  *  (217) ;  Metropolitan  Asvlams  Board 
(Borrowing  Powers)  *  (234) ;  Military  Pen- 
sions and  Yeomanry  Pay  *  (23'i) ;  Chartered 
Companies  *  (231)  ;  Public  Health  (Ireland) 
(Distriota)  *  (238). 

ii4N>r<— Canal  Boats  Act  (1877)  Amendment  * 
(228). 

Third  Ji«a</ifl;— Prisons*  (213);  Trusts  (Soot- 
land)*  (209);  Turnpike  Acta  Continuance* 
(206);  Cholera  Hospitals  (IreUnd)  *  (329- 
240);  Expiring  Laws  ConUnuanoe  (336), 
and  pautd. 

EGYPT— POLICY    OF   HKR   MAJESTY'S 
GOVERNMENT.— Q  C  ESTION. 

The  Makqukss  of  SALISBURY: 
May  I  ask  the  noble  Earl  tbo  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  AMiether  it 
is  in  his  power  to  give  us  the  informa- 
tion he  promised  as  to  the  important 
step  which  Uer  Majesty's  Oovemment 
contemplate  taking  with  reference  to 
Egypt  V 

TSael  GRANVILLE:  My  Wds,  I 
stated  yesterday  that  Her  Majesty's 
Oovemment  were  fully  alive  to  the  re- 
sponsibility imposed  upon  them  in  con- 
sequence of  tbo  failure  of  the  Conference 
to  come  to  an  agreement.  Ttie  noble 
Marquess  is  quite  right  in  assuming  that 
I  expressed  a  hope  that  I  should  be  able 
to  state  to-day  the  preliminary  step 
which  Her  Majesty's  Qovemment  wish 
to  take  in  this  matter.  I  have  now  to 
state  that  we  have  obtained  Uer  Ma- 
jesty's gracious  approval  to  appoint 
Lord  Northbrook  to  go  to  the  i^ast  in 
order  to  report  and  advise  Her  Majesty's 
Govemmont  as  to  the  counsels  which 
they  should  give  to  the  Egyptian  Go- 


vernment in  the  present  oironmstanoes, 
and  also  with  regard  to  any  measurea 
necessary  to  be  taken  in  connection 
therewith.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  my 
noble  Friend  the  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty has  consented  to  undertake  these 
duties.  I  may,  perhaps,  conveniently 
add  that  Sir  Evelyn  Baring,  after  the 
discharge  of  his'  duties,  both  in  this 
country  and  in  Egypt,  to  the  complete 
satisfaction  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, has  been  strongly  advised  by  his 
medical  adviser  to  take  considerable 
leave  of  absence;  but,  with  his  usual 
public  spirit,  he  has  agreed  to  shorten 
that  leave  in  order  that  he  may  accom- 
pany Lord  Northbrook  to  Egypt. 

MUNICIPAL  ELECTIONS  (CORRUPT  AND 

ILLEGAL  PRACTICES)  BILL. 

{Tht  Earl  of  Northbrook.) 

(no.    212.)      COUMITTKE. 

House  in  Committee  (aooording  to 
order). 

Clauses  1  to  4  severally  agrttd  to. 

Clause  5  (Expense  in  excess  of  maxi- 
mam  to  be  illegal  practice). 

The  Marquess  of  S.^LISBURY  said, 
he  rose  to  appeal  to  the  Government  to 
make  some  atteration  in  this  clause,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  prevent  undue 
expenditure  in  municipal  elections.  The 
object  of  the  clause  was  a  very  desirable 
one  ;  but,  in  order  that  the  clause  might 
work  satisfactorily,  it  would  not  be  wise 
to  press  it  too  far.  There  were  certain 
matters  connected  with  these  elections 
with  regard  to  which  a  moderate  ex- 
penditure would  be  perfectly  legitimate. 
Thus  it  was  necessary  that  the  names  of 
the  candidates  should  bo  made  known 
to  the  electors,  and  that  their  views 
with  regard  to  local  policy  should  be 
ascertained.  It  was  also  necessary  that 
a  certain  limited  amount  of  money 
should  be  expended  upon  the  hire  of 
balls  in  which  speeches  could  be  made. 
Such  matters  as  these  would  not  involve 
very  large  expenses,  certainly  ;  but  it 
was  necessary  that  they  should  be  in- 
curred, or  the  electors  would  be  re- 
stricted to  the  names  of  those  men  they 
knew  most  about,  and  thus  the  freedom 
of  choice  would  be  very  considerably 
diminished.  In  these  circumstances,  he 
thought  that  the  candidates  should  be 
allowed  to  expend  a  sufficient  stun  to 
enable  them  to  bring  their  views  before 
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Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  were 
not  present ;  House  counted,  and  40 
Members  being  found  present. 

Me.  WAETON  said,  that,  having 
made  his  point,  he  did  not  wish  to  take 
up  any  further  the  time  of  the  House. 
He  would  merely  move  that  the  Bill  be 
read  a  second  time  that  day  month. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  the 
word  "  now,"  in  order  to  add,  at  the  end 
of  the  Question,  the  words  "  upon  this 
day  month." — {Mr.  Warton.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

The  attorney  GENEEAL  (Sir 
Henry  James)  thought  that  when  the 
hon.  and  learned  Qentleman  had  the 
alteration  in  the  Bill  explained  to  him 
he  would  have  no  objection  to  the  mea- 
sure. In  the  previous  Bills,  the  Govern- 
ment had  simply  prevented  the  issue 
of  Writs  for  these  boroughs  during  the 
Vacation.  They  had  provided  that  they 
should  not  issue  until  seven  days  after 
the  re-assembling  of  Parliament  in  the 
next  year  of  meeting.  This  year,  how- 
ever, Parliament  was  about  to  be  pro- 
rogued under  special  circumstances ;  and 
if  the  ordinary  course  had  been  adopted 
they  would  have  interfered  with  the 
Constitutional  right  of  Parliament  to 
issue  a  Writ  between  October  and  Feb- 
ruary. If  they  suspended  the  right  until 
October  only,  however,  in  that  month, 
or  in  the  Autumn  Session,  they  might 
have  to  introduce  another  Bill  to  sus- 
pend the  issue  of  Writs  again  until 
seven  days  after  the  meeting  of  the  next 
Session.  If  they  did  that,  and  if  a  Dis- 
solution were  to  occur,  they  would  have 
taken  away  the  right  of  the  boroughs  to 
have  any  return  at  all.  All  they  had 
done  had  been  to  alter  the  phraseology 
of  the  measure  to  suit  the  circumstances 
of  the  present  case ;  and  they  could  not 
have  done  other  than  they  had  done 
without  violating  certain  great  prin- 
ciples which  they  were  bound  to  main- 
tain. 

Captaiw  AYLMEE  objected  to  the 
alteration  from  the  principle  of  the  pre- 
vious Bills.  Certain  persons  very  much 
interested  in  this  subject  had  been  com- 
municated with,  and  had  expressed  ob- 
jection to  the  change,  being  of  opinion 
that  it  would  not  be  wise  to  go  beyond 
seven  days  after  the  next  meeting  of 
parliament.     The  principle  which  had 


been  adopted  by  Parliament  all  through 
should  be  adhered  to,  and  he  trusted 
the  Attorney  General  would  alter  the 
Bill  accordingly.  If  he  did  not,  he 
might  experience  some  difficulty  in  pass- 
ing it  through  Committee. 

The  attorney  GENEEAL  (Sir 
Henry  James)  said,  that  the  persons 
interested  in  the  boroughs  which  were 
not  fully  represented  in  the  House  had 
been  spoken  to  on  the  subject,  and  had 
willingly  accepted  the  principle  of  the 
Bill  on  its  being  properly  explained. 
The  hon.  Member  for  West  Cheshire 
(Mr.  H.  Tollemache),  for  instance,  had 
removed  his  blocking  Notice  from  the 
Paper.  The  boroughs  would  be  safer, 
and  would  have  greater  rights  under  the 
Bill  in  its  present  form,  than  under  it  in 
any  other  form.  If  hon.  Members  inte- 
rested in  these  boroughs  were  against 
the  principle  of  the  Bill,  he  would  pro- 
mise to  alter  it. 

Question  put. 

The  House  dividtd : — Ayes  60  ;  Noes 
2  :  Majority  48.— (Div.  List,  No.  209.) 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  To-morrow. 

YOHKSHIEE    REGISTEIES    BILL. 

(Jfr.  Dundae,  Mr.  Stuart-  Wortley,  Mr.  Norwood, 

Mr.  Ouy  Daumay,  Sir  Andrew  Fairbairn, 

Mr.  Charlet  Wilson.) 
[bill  316.]       LORDS*   AMENDMENTS. 

Me.  T.  a.  DICKSON :  I  move  that 
the  Lords'  Amendments  to  this  Bill  be 
considered. 

Ma.  WAETON  :  Are  they  printed? 

Mb.  T.  a.  DICKSON:  Yes.  The 
alterations  are  merely  on  points  of 
detail,  and  were  put  in  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Lords'  Amendments  eontidered,  and 
agreed  to. 

SUPREME  COURT  OF  JUDICATURE 

AMENDMENT  BILL  [Zord*}. 

[bill  307.]      OONSIDEBATION. 

Order  for  Consideration,  as  amended, 
read. 

Bill  re-eommitted  in  respect  of  a  New 
Clause  (Abolition  of  offices  of  sworn 
clerks  to  Examiners  in  Cl^uioery) ;  eon- 
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important,  could  not  be  introdnoed,  be- 
cause time  did  not  permit  of  it;  and  that 
surely  was  a  reason  for  making  the  Bill 
temporary.  On  general  grounds  a  Bill 
of  this  importance,  which  did  not  con- 
cern the  House  of  Commons  only,  and 
which  was  produced  very  late  in  the 
year,  ought  to  be  passed  in  such  a  form 
as  to  give  every  facility  for  amendment 
if  required. 

After  Clause  40,  mov»d  to  insert  the 
following  clause :  — 

"  This  Act  shall  continae  in  force  to  the  end 
of  the  year  one  thoasand  eight  hundred  and 
eighty-six,  and  no  longer."— (TA*  Marqutu  of 
Salitbury.) 

The  Earl  of  NOBTHBBOOE  said, 
he  was  sorry  he  could  not  ask  their 
Lordships  to  accept  the  Amendment  of 
the  noble  Marquess.  The  reason  why 
the  Parliamentary  Elections  Bill  was 
made  temporary  was  because  of  the 
jealousy  which  the  House  of  Commons 
rightly  felt  concerning  legislation  which 
affected  their  own  Body;  and  for  that 
reason  the  Acts  of  Parliament  passed, 
providing  for  the  trial  of  Election  Peti- 
tions, were  made  temporary,  so  that  they 
might  from  time  to  time  consider  the 
expediency  of  continuing  them  or  not. 
The  same  reason  did  not  apply  to  this 
Bill.  It  dealt  with  the  Municipal  Cor- 
porations Act  of  1882,  which  was  not  a 
temporary  but  a  permanent  Act;  and, 
therefore,  this  should  also  be  permanent. 
The  noble  Marquess  seemed  to  think 
some  greater  power  of  amendment  would 
be  gained  by  putting  in  this  clause  than 
by  excluding  it.  He  did  not  understand 
that  any  additional  facilities  would  be 
80  required ;  the  measure  would  be  as 
capable  of  amendment  as  any  other  Act 
of  Parliament  by  a  Bill  being  introduced  i 
in  the  usual  way  to  amend  it.  It  would, 
moreover,  be  undesirable  to  introduce 
the  precedent  of  making  Bills  tempo- 
rary oecause  they  came  up  late  in  the 
Session. 

The  Mabqitess  or  SALISBUEY  said, 
that  in  the  2nd  clause  of  this  Bill  it  was 
stated  that  corrui)t  practices  were  to  mean 
treating,  undue  influence,  and  bribery 
at  elections,  which  were  defined  in  the 
1st  Schedule;  and  in  Part  I.  of  that 
Schedule  was  incorporated  a  portion  of 
the  Corrupt  Practices  Act,  which  was  a 
temporary  measure:  If,  therefore,  that 
Act  expired,  a  certain  portion  of  the 
present  Bill  would  remain  suspended  in 

7%*  Marqu4u  of  Saluimy 


the  air  without  any  meaning.  Itwaa 
true  that  if  the  Bill  was  permanent 
amending  Bills  might  be  introduced; 
but  it  required  something  more  even  than 
willingness  on  the  part  of  the  House  of 
Commons  to  pass  amending  Bills.  The 
proposal  he  had  made  was  a  much  more 
simple  way  of  settling  the  question. 

The  lord  CH  ANCELLOE  observed, 
that  the  noble  Marquess  appeared  to  be 
in  error  in  his  judgment  as  to  what 
would  happen  if  the  Corrupt  Practices 
Act  were  not  renewed.  A  portion  of 
that  Act  was  incorporated  into  the 
present  Bill  for  the  purposes  of  defi- 
nition ;  and  for  that  purpose  it  was 
immaterial  whether  the  Act  was  re- 
enacted  or  lapsed.  Neither  was  it  the 
fact  that  it  would  be  easier  to  amend 
the  Bill  if  made  temporary,  and  after- 
wards included  in  an  Expiring  Laws 
Continuance  Bill,  for  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  engraft  Amendments  upon  it  in 
those  circumstances,  and  an  amending 
Act  would  have  to  be  introduced,  pre- 
cisely in  the  same  way  as  if  the  Bill 
were  not  made  temporary. 

On  Question?  Their  Lordships  di- 
vidtd:  —Contents  39 ;  Not-Oontenta  37 : 
Majority  2. 

Amendment  agrttd  to. 

Clause  add»d  accordingly. 

The  Beport  of  the  said  Amendment  to 
be  received  on  TAurtday  next. 

PROSECUTION'  OF  OFFENCES  BILL. 

{Tht  Earl  of  Dalhouiit.) 

(>-0.    233.)       SECOXU   KEADINO. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing, read. 

The  Earl  of  DALHOUSIE,  in  moving 
that  the  Bill  bo  now  read  a  second  time, 
said,  that  a  Committee  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  manner  in  which 
the  Office  of  Public  Prosecutor  was  car- 
ried on.  It  had  been  found  that  the 
existing  system,  which  was  tentative  in 
its  character,  required  considerable  modi- 
fication. The  Public  Prosecutor,  al- 
though he  decidtnl  what  prosecutions 
should  be  taken  up,  took  no  practical 
part  in  their  conduct.  That  duty  was  per- 
formed by  the  .Solicitor  to  the  Treasury, 
and  the  Committee  had  reported  that  it 
would  be  expedient  on  several  grounds 
— among  others  on  the  grounds  of  ex- 
pense and  efficiency — tliat  the  duty  of 
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d«eidiiif  in  what  omm  Um  Steto  ahoald  |  obiwiiosc  niaad^by  •■  boo.  Manbar 


nnili>rtaico  priMMwulion*  ahould  b«  unit-Mi 
in  tho  Mtn*  I><'iMirtin<«nt  a*  that  whirh 
carri'M  <m  Uuw*  i»ni«<>»'uti'in».  Th«>  li«»*t 
|MMMittl«  plan  Would  \u>  !•>  unito  in  nno 
0(Hr«>  th»  pr«»«<'nt  Offirnof  I'uMir  IV**"*- 
rutor  and  lli»  Tr«<a<iury  Sdiriior,  and 
Ut  hand  UtthOtRroa  oTrr  to  tko  8t>Iirit<ir 
to  tli<<  Trraaury.  anil  thnt  waa  what  th« 
Dill  pr>i|MiM«I  to  do. 

J/otfi.  "  Th»t  thi.  Kill  Im>  now  iwad  •.»*." 
—   TK*  tUrl  vf  lUllkouuf  ) 

Tin:  Ku:t.oi  MII.I.TOWN  romarlcd 
that  th<>  pr<'t<T.t  *>ifii.<  of  I'uMir  I'rMW>> 
cutor  wit<i  nom^what  of  a  MU'vur^,  and 
ha<l  onir  t>««>n  ri^at^l  aahort  tint*.  Ho 
wi*h)Hl  to  know  if  it  wa«  inlond<>d  to 
^ro  lh<>  ho|t|i<r  a  rotirini;  allowanro? 

TiiR  Kaki.  ur  DALIIorsIK:  Thoro 
U  no  prorivion  in  th«  Hill  to  that  «>tr<<ct. 

I^oif  KLI.KNiloIMt'till  in.|uir«^ 
what  |M>n«ltiiMi  Wfn<  (ittarhtNl  !■>  th<> 
non'|M>rfonuiini<>.  hv  th»  fliicif  CouMa- 
bl<-«,  of  th«  dutr  <•(  r>-portini;  canea.  aa 
MNiiiir«l  l.v  tho  Hill  f 

Tiic  Kiui.  o»  LmN(}F«>K1>  Mid.  that 
■u<'h  a  dutr  would  entail  icr«>at  oslra 


OiPnK  to  th<-  Party  oppotita,  and. 
it  now  »to<><l.  it  pat4oi|  with  th«  ui^ani- 
mou«  approval  iif  thiMithi-r  IIoua<>  Tha 
main  ot-jmt  of  thi>  Hdl  waa  to  pr><vid« 
for  tho  Riaint«>nann>  of  rriminal  liinatira, 
and  al*')  for  tho  luaint'-nanro  of  ptrtooa 
of  that  rIaM  who  niiKht,  aftor  tho  i>z> 
piration  of  th>-ir  (Antonroa,  Imworio  pau* 
p4>r  luuntica.  Tho  moaaura  al*n  ntaili<  it 
rloar  how  tho  ox|>onM>  of  maintaininir 
thoni  wa«  t<i  (Ml  boruo.  Tlio  tioldo  Karl 
Min<-ludi-il  l>y  moving  that  tha  Itdl  ba 
n-ad  a  Mr-ond  timo. 

V„t*J.  -Thnt  tho  Hill  )>•  now  road  f." 
—  ,Tk'  K«rl  of  l>tik»um  ) 

Tiir  K*aL  or  MII.I.ToWN  .aid.  ha 
wa«  willing  to  a<liiiit  that  tho  Hill  mad* 
no  ih.inKo  in  tli»  •-ti<tini;  law,  which 
wa<  «o:ui'wliat  olij^  tionatdo.  Oiio  of 
th»  <!niiM>4  iif  th<*  Hill  providnl  that  in 
ra««  *  of  pr:*>nor»  und'-r  ••  ntt-mo  of 
doath  tho  .Svrotarr  of  Stato.  if  it  waa 
rfpriHM«ntod  to  him  that  tho  priaonrr  wa« 
inMino.  ihould  ap|Miiiit  twti  or  mora 
tumlical  prattitionrr*.  aho  ahiiuld  roport 
U*  him  ill  writing;  a*  to  tho  in«>iii«l  ron- 


lah'Xir,  •o<-ini;  that  thorv  w<-rv  50.(KM)  or  '  dition  of  a  pri*»nor,  and  tho  majority  of 


(iO.ooO  rn~-«  aniiunllr. 

Tub  Kut  i  KIMHKRI.EY  »aid. 
that  tho  ('iii>-f  (VinMal'Iraalroadr  had  U> 
mako  Iloport*. 

Tin  K\at.  oi  D.VI.IlnlT.xiK :  If  tho 
noldo  I^tnl  I^>rd  Klhiihornuirh  had 
roa<l  th»  Hill,  ho  aoiild  haro  Mwn  that 
no  itonaItT  attarhrd  to  tha  iion-porfumi- 
aBc«  of  tho  duty. 

Motion  <t/r*fj  /• :  Hill  road  'i*  arcord- 
iuiflv.  Olid  fimmilltj  to  a  Comiuitloo  uf 
th>'  Wholn  n<;u««  on  Thmr*daf  Dott. 


<li 


No    3J» 


MXSM.  I.»X\TI<s   HII.I. 

•r<<-Mi  arti-iMo. 

<  >rd<  r  of  tho  I  >ay  for  tho  S««md  Koad* 
iBir,  road. 

TiiK  K%ai.  or  Ii.lI.IIOl'.HIK.  in  mov- 
ing  that  th<*  Hill  l>«  now  r<ad  a  •ocond 
tim--.  roniiirLoil  that  it  waa  baawl  oo  tha 
anant(i;o-j«   tvootuin'-ndationa  uf  a  \ht- 


j  thom  mit;ht  n-rtify  in  writiU|{  that  tho 
priaonor  waa  iuaauo,  and  in  aurh  raaoa 
ha  waa  iMnind  to  prai  tirally  roprioTo  tha 
nriaonrr  and  rau*o  him  to  l>o  aont  ti>  a 
lunatir  n'yluni.  A*  in  caaoa  of  murder 
tha  <iuo»tii>n  of  th»  innanily  of  th>-  ai  • 
ruaoti  waa.  or  iiti(;ht  ho,  alwaya  in- 
(iuir>M  into  at  tho  trial,  ho  ohjortod  to 
tho  clauao,  for  n<>thing  muld  bo  mora 
undaairahio  than  that  a  anbao<)uont  in- 
Toatifcation  of  tho  aama  aubjxct  ahuuld 
In>  hold  •••  tiwuri  hy  tho  Sw-rotary  of 
Stat)'.  Such  an  inTovtiKatiun  mi|rht 
I  apart  tho  Tcrdirt  of  a  jury,  with  tha 
>  roault  thnt  a  rr.iuinal  who  richly  do> 
I  aorroil  tho  oxtr>-mo  {lonalty  of  tho  law 
I  Would  tto  I  •iiitmitt>d  inatoad  to  a  I-.inatic 
aatliim  It  waa  oaay  to  );ot  two  dortora 
lu  rorttfy  that  any  man  in  tho  wt>rld  waa 
inaana  Thoy  hail  hoard  a  i;rrat  ib-al 
laloly  of  iho  way  in  whu  h  a  quo«t.on  of 
aaoity  or  loaanity  waa  doridod  by  two 
madirol  men  :  oad  h*.  tbarofuro.  thought 
that  tho  oTid'-nr*  of  two  doctor*  ought 


partinontal   ('••sumittoo.    which    iuToati- 1  Bot  to  b«  rogordrd  aacuuf  luaivo     Thu 
gatol   tho  *u^joct   of  criminal  luaalicaiwho  »iughl  to  rrfurm  tho  law  in   thia 
aUiut  two  traraaip)     Tho  Hill  had  lioan    ra«po<t  dooirvd.  not  that  tha  rridoiic*'  of 


amcndod  l-r  tho  Staadtng  Cuutmttoc  on 
Law  during  iu  {laaaagw  thnragh  tha 
Boaaa  of  CumiBoaa  is  unUr  to  isaat  tba 


modic«l  iirai-tilioBfra  abuald  lipr<-jr<tMl 
but  that  It  thould  br  l«al«d  and  watghad 
•od  tntAiad  aa  artdaooa,  Bot  aa  a  ' 
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and  oonclusiTe  jadgment.  He  objected 
also  to  that  clause  of  the  Bill  which 
provided  that  those  criminal  lunatics 
whose  term  of  sentence  had  expired,  but 
who  still  continued  insane,  were  to  be 
treated  as  panper  lunatics.  It  seemed 
rather  hard  on  the  ordinary  pauper 
lunatics  that  these  atrocious  criminals 
should  be  sent  to  herd  amongr  them. 

The  Eael  op  DALH0U8IE  said,  that 
the  clause  referred  to  by  the  noble  Earl 
at  the  commencement  of  his  remarks 
was  nothing  more  or  less  than  a  re- 
enactment  of  the  existing  law. 

Motion  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2'  accord- 
ingly, and  eommitted  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  Thurtday  next. 

EXPIMNGILAWS  CiONTINlIANOE  BILL. 

{The  Lord  Sudtley.) 

(KO.  236.)      THiai>  BEABIKO. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Third  Bead- 
ing read. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  3»." 
—{The  Lord  Sudeley.) 

LoKD  DENMAN  moved  the  insertion 
of  a  clause  proposed  on  the  23rd  of 
August,  1881,  and  on  the  22nd  of 
August,  1883,  only  altering  "widows 
and  spinsters,"  to  "all  women  not  legally 
disqualified." 

Moved,  after  Clause  2,  to  add  the  fol- 
lowing Clause : — 

"  Provided  that  the  Act  36  ft  36  Vict.  c.  33, 
continued  aa  aforesaid,  shall  be  hereby  extended 
10  as  to  admit  all  women  not  legally  dis- 
qoalifled  who  have  the  same  qualiBcation  as  the 
present  electors  for  counties  and  boroughs  to 
Tot«  for  the  election  of  Members  of  Fsrlia- 
mmt  for  connties  and  boroughs." — (7A«  Lord 
Vmnum.) 

Thb  Earl  of  EEDESDALE  (Chaib- 
KAN  of  CoMHiTTEEs)  said,  that  such  an 
Amendment  would  be  out  of  Order,  as 
it  was  not  possible  to  amend  any  of  the 
Acts  included  in  the  Expiring  Laws  Con- 
tinuance Bill. 

Lobs  DENMAN  said,  that  if  every 
expiring  law  were  to  be  unalterable  in 
a  Continuance  Bill,  a  dangerous  prin- 
ciple would  be  established. 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  House) 
withdrawn. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  3*  accordingly,  sai  patted. 
The  Earl  of  MiiUown 


EEPEESENTATION    OF    THE    PEOPLE 

BILL  AKD   EEDISTEIBUnON. 

QUESTION.      OBSERVATIONS. 

The  Earl  of  EEDESDALE  (Chair- 
man of  Committees),  who  was  very  im- 
perfectly heard,  was  understood  to  say, 
in  rising  to  ask,  Whether  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  in 
accordance  with  the  strongly-expressed 
wish  of  this  House  and  the  precedents  of 
other  Beform  Bills,  to  introduce  proper 
provisions  for  redistribution  in  the  Ke- 
preseatation  of  the  People  Bill  in  the 
next  Session  of  Parliament?  that  it 
would  be  in  the  recollection  of  their 
Lordships  that  a  fortnight  ago  he  called 
their  attention  to  the  only  manner  in 
which  the  extension  of  the  franchise 
could  be  satisfactorily  dealt  with.  On 
that  occasion  he  had  endeavoured,  as 
far  as  possible,  not  to  say  anything  of  a 
Party  character.  He  had  then  suggested 
that,  as  had  been  the  case  in  all  former 
Beform  Bills,  redistribution  should  be 
connected  with  the  Beform  Bill  itself^ 
and  he  believed  that  that  was  the  only 
reasonable  way  of  dealing  with  the  sub- 
ject. If  the  Government  wanted  to  re- 
present the  people  they  must  take  care 
how  they  framed  their  Bedistribution 
Bill,  and  see  that  interests  which  it  was 
desirable  to  protect  were  protected.  He 
was  not  at  aU  disposed  to  imagine  that 
noble  Lords  opposite  or  the  Prime  Mi- 
nister were  disinclined  to  introduce  a 
fair  measure,  for  the  reputation  and  cha- 
racter of  the  Prime  Minister  in  the 
future  would  be  largely  at  stake.  His 
own  opinion  was  that  it  was  desirable 
that  proper  provisions  for  redistribution 
should  be  introduced  in  the  Bepresenta- 
tiun  of  the  People  Bill  itself.  It  was 
universally  admitted  that  such  a  course 
was  desirable  and  necessary,  and  such 
an  admission  was  an  admission  that  one 
Bill  ought  to  be  connected  with  the 
other.  The  matter  must  be  dealt  with 
as  a  whole  ;  it  was  objectionable  in 
every  way  to  treat  of  it  in  parts,  and 
it  was  most  important  that  they  should 
have  some  assurance  in  regard  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  Government  were 
about  to  proceed.  It  was  by  the  want  of 
this  Bill  that  the  whole  of  the  agitation 
against  that  House  had  been  occasioned, 
and  everyone  must  feel  that  to  ask  the 
House  to  pass  one  Bill  without  having 
the  other  oefore  it  was  unjust  to  that 
House  and  inexpedient  having  regard  to 
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and  prevent  this  disgraceful  agitation 
going  on. 

Eabl  GRANVILLE :  I  am  afraid  I 
cannot  boast  of  being  in  the  position  of 
my  noble  Friend  opposite  in  not  having 
spoken  on  this  subject  before ;  but  I  find 
myself  in  a  very  embarrassing  dilemma. 
I  am  required  to  meet  the  wishes  of  two 
noble  Earls.  One  noble  Earl  asks  me  a 
question,  and  vety  naturally  expects  me 
to  give  an  answer  to  it,  while  the  other 
noble  Earl  asks  me  not  to  answer  it,  and 

f'ves  his  reasons  for  offering  that  advice, 
think,  perhaps,  that  the  best  course  for 
me  to  take  in  this  dilemma  is  a  middle 
course — namely,  to  say  that  I  have 
really  nothing  to  add  to  the  statements 
that  have  already  been  made  in  both 
Houses  upon  this  subject. 

Lobs  DENMAN  :  No  one  is  more  in- 
terested in  the  question  of  Reform  than 
I.  In  1821,  on  the  transfer  proposed 
from  Orampound  to  Leeds,  household 
suffrage  for  those  paying  "scot  and  lot " 
was  preferred  as  the  more  Cbnstitutional 
franchise,  and  Lords  Althorpe  and 
Milton,  Attorney  General  Scarlett,  and 
Mr.  Denman,  voted  with  some  others 
in  opposition  to  Lord  John  BusseU's 
£10  rental;  but  neither  succeeded.  In 
the  same  year  Mr.  Lambton  got  printed 
in  HantardU  Dthatt*  his  Reform  Bill. 
It  contained  a  blank  Schedule  for  re- 
distribution. In  1859  a  suffrage  for 
counties  and  boroughs,  with  an  equal 
£10  rental,  was  proposed.  There  was 
also  a  redistribution  of  seats.  But 
the  Resolution  of  Lord  John  Russell, 
which  was  almost  impracticable,  de- 
stroyed the  Bill  on  the  Slst  of  March. 
On  the  12th  of  August  I  blamed  the 
Ministry — who  came  in  ui>on  Reform — 
for  not  having  brought  in  a  Bill,  and 
engaged,  in  the  presence  of  the  noble 
Earl,  now  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 
to  bring  in  the  same  Bill,  which  was 
capable  of  any  modification  and  amend- 
ment, and  I  commend  the  speech  of 
Mr.  Disraeli,  then  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  to  the  consideration  of  your 
Lordships.  It  foretold  the  delay  which 
occurred  between  1859  and  1866.  I  said 
I  had  not  latterly  agreed  to  the  Amend- 
ment of  Earl  Cairns  because  I  thought  it 
unnecessary,  as  the  Bill  of  1859  showed 
an  earnest  desire  to  assimilate  the  fran- 
chise in  counties  and  boroughs.  But  the 
question  slept  for  seven  years,  and  in 
1866  two  Bills  were  brought  in,  and  the 
Govern  ment  went  out  upon  the  Redis- 

Zord  Lamingt»» 


tribution   Bill.     The  present  Flremier 
boasted  of  hia  measure,  which  was  a 
very  trtunpery  one,  letting  in  small  shop- 
keepers, and  not  giving  the  franchise — 
as  proposed  in  1831  for  Leeds — to  house- 
holders, who  knew,  in  the  words  of  the 
Earl  of  Malmesbury,  in  1867,  that  they 
had  a  Queen.     I  am  against  Autumn 
Sessions,  for  the  one  in  1820  for  the  Bill 
of  Fains  and  Penalties  was  a  diaastroos 
failure,  and  the  one  as  to  el6tur»  failed, 
for  40  Members  might  at  any  time  defeat 
it.     tHy  Motion  for  the  second  reading 
after  six  months  appeared  to  me  the 
best  course.    There  was  no  time  for  a 
Conference,  much  less  for  a  free  Con- 
ference, on  the  Franchise  Bill ;  and  the 
Bill  was,  as  against  the  House  of  Lords, 
quite  stereotyped,  from  the  refusal  in 
"  another  place  "  of  any  Amendment. 
In  1832,  my  father,  on  addressing  the 
voters    at    Nottingham,    was    greeted 
with  hisses,  groans,   and  im2>recatiuu8. 
Halters  were    exhibited    round    men's 
necks,  and  there  were  loud  shouts  of  "  No 
Denman ! "    "  Burke  him !  "   "  Bristol 
him  !  "     The  same  expression  is  in  an 
interesting  work  called  A  Strok*  of  wi 
Afghan  Knif:    Some  culprits  said  of 
themselves  they   were   outlaws    living 
with  halters  round   their  necks ;   they 
must  keep  together  or  be  slain.     At 
Derby  a  gentleman  proposing  the  House 
of  Lords  was  compared  to  Crosar,  quot- 
ing, "  Because  he  was  ambitious,  I  slew 
him."     This  pro]x)8or  was  Premier  in  an 
amateur  debating  society  in  Derby  ;  but 
when  the  question  of  the  abolition  of  the 
House  of  Lords  was  debated,  this  I're- 
mier  was  in  a  minority,  and  had  to  re- 
sign.    The  present  Government,  though 
beaten  on  the  visitation  of  secret  societies 
by  the  police  of  Ireland,  and  on    the 
Affirmation  Bill,  refused  to  resign  ;  and 
it  appears  to  me  that  though  on  each 
of  these    occasions    they    might    have 
called  for  a  Dissolution,  yet  they  would 
have  no  right,  if  again  in  a  minority,  to 
press  their  advice  lor  Dissolution  on  the 
Crown.      Three  measures  were  all  de- 
spatched on  the  10th  of  July,  which  Tk* 
Timti  and  Th*  Horning  Pott  proclaimed 
beforehand  I !  Resolutions  have  no  force, 
and  law  must  prevail. 

The  Eahl  of  REDESDALE  (Chaik- 
ituc  of  Committees)  said,  that  the  noble 
Earl  opposite  had  given  no  answer  to 
his  Question,  which  was,  whether  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
introduce  proper  provisions  for  ledis- 
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triltiition  in  tha  It«*priHi*ntali<iu  of  tho  '  l>y  •  MinUtor  of  llm  ('rn»n.   I    ho|H- 
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iiit<  iit.iii  lit   t'l)' <•<•«•  rt.tiH-iit   to  rfiiitri-  th-'iiiaii:l>'>t  ifi>l  .i!ii  •••!  "ll*  ii'«ivi'a!t<-t:.|-t 
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PUBLTO  HEALTH— DHAINAGE  OF 
LONDON.  —OBSERVATIONS. 

LoBD  FORBES,  in  rising  to  call  at- 
tention to  the  drainage  of  London,  re- 
ferred to  the  presence  of  cholera  near 
our  shores,  and  to  the  desirableness  of 
some  steps  being  taken  by  the  authori- 
ties to  carry  out  the  best  practicable 
scheme  of  drainage  they  could.     He  ap- 
pealed to  their  Lordships  to  take  action 
m  the  matter,  not  only  for  their  own 
Bakes,  but  particularly  for  the  sake  of 
the  toiling  masses  in  London,  who  were 
necessarily  confined  to  the  City  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  year,  and  whose  home 
surroundings  scarcely  ever  changed.   At 
this  time  of  the  year,  when  the  wealthier 
classes  were  leaving  the  City  for  the 
country,   he   thought    their    Lordships 
oould  not  do  anything  better  than  show 
their  sympathy  for  the  large  masses  of 
the  people  who  were  left  behind  in  the 
town,  by  endeayouring  to  secure  for  the 
Metropolis  a  better  system  of  drainage 
than  it  now  possessed.    The  House  of 
Commons  had  recently  formed  a  small 
Committee  to  investigate  the  subject  of 
the  ventilation  of  that  House,  and  the 
cause  of  certain  inodorous  smells  which 
had  been  found  to  prevail  in  the  House 
for  some  time  previously.    The  Commit- 
tee had  reported  to  the  eflFect  that  the 
smell  was  owing  to  the  burning  of  bricks 
at  Battersea.      Their  Lordships  would 
remember  that  during  the  debate  late 
at  night  on  the  Franchise   Bill  a  dis- 
agreeable smell  had  prevailed  in  their 
Lordships'  Chamber;    and,  however  it 
might  be  accounted  for,  whether  from 
the  burning  of  bricks,  or  from  any  other 
similar  cause,  he  believed  the  real  source 
of  the  mischief  was  the  defective  drainage 
of  London.   He  would  now  call  attention 
to  the  condition  of  the  Thames.     It  had 
been  stated  on  competent  authority  that 
the  sewage  which  was  poured  into  the  river 
was  beginningto  make  its  way  up  theriver 
in  a  sort  of  permanent  form.     The  state 
of  the  Thames  in  its  lower  reaches  was, 
n  his  opiaion,  simply  horrible,  and  was 
the   result    of   the   present    system   of 
drainage,    which    consisted    simply    in 
pouring  the  f>ewa);e  into  the  Thames  at 
a  time  when  the  tide  was  running  out ; 
but  it  had  to  be  remembered  that  a  large 
portion  of  the  sewage  was  brought  bock 
Dy  the  inflow  of  the  tide ;  and  it  must 
be  evident  to  all  those  who  considered 
the  question  that  this  system  of  drainage, 


always  objectionable,  conld  not,  in  any 
sense,  be  accepted  as  a  solution  of 
the  question,  it  was  computed  that 
164,000,000  gallons  of  liquid  sewage 
were  poured  into  the  river  daily,  and,  in 
order  to  deal  effectively  with  such  a 
problem  as  this,  some  remedy  was  cer- 
tainly needed.  He  had  heard  of  two 
schemes  by  which  the  sewage  of  London 
might  be  dealt  with — the  Hendon  scheme 
and  the  Aylesbury  scheme.  The  Ayles- 
bury Company  had  made  an  offer  to  the 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  to  take 
over  the  sewage  of  London  for  the  pur- 
pose of  dealing  with  it  in  as  in- 
nocuous a  manner  as  possible ;  but  that 
offer  had  been  curtly  refused.  He 
thought  the  refusal  of  the  Metropolitan 
Board  of  Works  was  worthy  of  their 
attention,  and  called,  to  some  extent,  for 
a  remonstrance.  By  the  method  adopted 
at  Aylesbury,  the  sewage  was  deodorized 
before  entering  the  river,  and  poured 
in  in  a  purer  state  than  the  River  Pol- 
lution Commission  required.  In  his 
opinion,  the  Aylesbury  scheme  possessed 
enormous  advantages  over  any  other  in 
dealing  with  the  difficulty  felt;  and  it 
seemed  to  him  to  offer  a  perfect  solution 
of  the  question  of  bow  the  drainage  of 
our  large  towns  should  be  dealt  with. 

Thk  Eabl  of  DALHOUSIE  said,  he 
must  compliment  the  noble  Lord  on  the 
zeal,  ability,  and  research,  which  he 
had  brought  to  bear  in  the  treatment  of 
this  question,  and  also  on  the  ability 
with  which  he  had  called  the  attention 
of  their  Lordships  to  the  question.  He 
was  glad  to  have  this  opportunity  of 
assuring  the  noble  Lord  that  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  were  fully  alive  to 
the  dangers  to  which  he  had  referred, 
and  that  the  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Works  were  anxious  to  bring  about 
some  amelioration  of  the  state  of  things 
which  at  present  prevailed.  The  ques- 
tion of  the  pollution  of  the  lower  Thames 
by  sewage  from  the  outfalls  at  Cross- 
ness and  other  places  was  first  brought 
under  the  notice  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  ou  the  19th  of  January,  1882,  by 
the  Port  of  London  Sanitary  Authority, 
who  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  to  take 
(under  the  Metropolis  Local  Manage- 
ment Art  of  1858,  c.  104,  s.  31),  imme- 
diate remedial  measures  in  the  matter. 
On  receipt  of  this  complaint  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  called  upon  the  Corpora- 
tion Sanitary  Committee  to  famish  the 
evidence  upon  which  their  complaint  was 
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Home  Offioe  on  the  3Srd  of  July ;  and, 
in  forwarding  it  to  the  Metropolitan 
Board  on  the  30th  of  July,  the  Secretary 
of  State  observed  that  the  responsibility 
which  the  Board  now  admitted  had  been 
most  imperfectly  dischar^^ed  during  the 
present  year  and  former  periods.  The 
existing  state  of  things  was  neither  new 
nor  unprecedented,  and  yet  for  two  years 
the  Board  had  been  contesting  facts 
which  cnuld  not  be  denied ;  and  in  the 
month  of  June  the  Board,  being  unpre- 
pared, found  it  a  practical  impossibility 
to  deal  with  the  evil  for  several  weeks. 
The  Secretary  of  State  had  railed  for  in- 
quiry as  to  how  far  the  measures  taken 
by  the  Board  since  the  10th  of  July  had 
had  the  effect  of  curing  or  mitigating 
the  evils  complained  of ;  and  he  insisted, 
in  conclusion,  on  the  necessity  of  placing 
thing?  on  a  permanent  footing,  so  as  to 
prevent  the  possibility  of  a  recurrence 
of  the  dangpr.  The  Secretary  of  State 
oonsnlted  the  Local  Oovemment  Board, 
who  said  that  the  letter  of  the  Metro- 
politan Board  did  not  give  sufficiently 
definite  information  to  enable  the  Local 
Oovemment  Board  to  pronounre  as  to 
the  efficiency  of  the  measures  taken,  but 
that,  if  desired,  they  would  send  an  en- 
gineering inspector  to  visit  and  report. 
To  this  the  Secretary  of  State  aosented. 
On  the  28th  of  July  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  sent  on  a  complaint  from  the 
East  and  AVest  India  Dovk  Company  as 
to  the  great  increase  of  sewai^e  in  the 
river,  and  its  foul  condition.  This  letter 
was  sent  on  to  the  Metropolitan  Board. 
The  Secretary  of  State  had  called  offi- 
cially on  the  Royal  Commissioners  and 
on  the  Sanitary  Authority  of  the  Port  of 
London  to  report  on  the  efficiency  of  the 
measures  taken  by  the  Metropolitan 
Board  to  purify  the  river,  and  had  alf>o 
instructed  the  River  Police  Authorities  to 
report  daily  to  him  as  to  the  state  of  the 
river.  The  latest  information  he  had 
received  testified  to  a  flight  improve- 
ment. The  Papers  on  the  subject  would 
be  presented  to  Parliament  to-day. 

The  Earl  of  LONGFORD  said,  he 
had  been  pleased  to  read  in  the  papers 
of  that  morning  that  at  the  outfall  the 
nuioanre  was  so  far  abated  that  they 
might  eat  their  fish  dinner  in  comfort ; 
but  his  experience  upon  a  recent  annual 
cvafion,  well  known  to  their  Lordships, 
when  the  noMo  and  learned  Lord  (Lord 
Braniwell^  was  one  of  the  party,  was 
quite  the  reverse. 

Ltr4  Forhu 


THE  NEW  PUBLIC  OFFICES— DESIGNS 
FOR  THE  NEW  ADMIRALTY  AND 
WAR  OFFICE.— OBSERVATIONS. 
Lord  LAMINGTON,  in  rising  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  desigrns 
for  the  new  Public  Offices,  said,  he  did 
not  understand  whether  the  agreement 
entered  into  with  the  successful  competi- 
tors would  prevent  Parliament  from 
having  an  opportunity  of  expressing  it* 
opinion  of  the  designs.  From  what  he 
had  seen  of  the  elevation  of  the  new 
buildings  they  were  not  architecturally  in 
harmony  with  the  other  Public  Offices,  and 
would  crowd  the  space  between  the  Ad- 
miralty and  Spring  Gardens.  He  thought 
the  Government  ought  to  suspend  their 
action  in  proceeding  with  the  execution 
of  the  plans  until  they  had  before  them 
all  the  particulars  of  the  competition  ; 
or,  perhaps,  it  would  be  better  if  thoy 
were  to  withdraw  their  present  arrange- 
ment, and  to  enter  into  a  larger  scheme 
for  the  improvement  of  the  Public 
Offices. 

Lord  SUDELEY:  The  noble  Lord 
who  has  brought  forward  this  subject 
(Lord  Jjamington)  has  criticized  most 
severely  the  designs  which  the  judtres 
have  selected  for  the  new  Offices.  He, 
however,  savs  that  he  has  not  seen  the 
plans  in  Spring  Gardens,  and  only 
judges  from  some  sketches  he  has  seen 
in  the  papers.  Now,  my  Lords,  this 
criticism  may  be  just  or  it  may  be  un- 
just ;  but  of  this  there  can  be  no  doubt, 
that  there  has  never  been  a  competiticm 
for  public  buildings  carried  out  with 
srreater  fairnesM  and  impartiality.  The 
First  Coinmiscioner  took  great  pains, 
and  the  selection  was  made  with  the 
names  of  the  competing  architects  abso- 
lutely secret,  an<l  the  arrangements 
made  preclude<l  the  possitiility  of  the 
names  leaking  out.  The  architects,  sub- 
ject to  the  approval  of  Parliament,  will 
be  Messrs.  Leeming  and  Ijeeming,  never- 
theless it  does  not  follow  that  the  actual 
design  will  be  carried  out  in  its  entirety. 
During  the  Autumn  the  design  will  be 
considered  most  carefully,  and  such 
modifications  will  be  made  as  may  be 
found  necessary.  The  noble  Lord  is 
afraid  that  the  Horse  Guards  will  be 
swam{K><l,  and  he  implies  that  this  con- 
sideration hits  not  entered  into  the  minda 
of  the  judges.  I  ran  aasure  him  that 
this  was  very  carefully  weighed.  If, 
however,  this  is  likely  to  prove  the  caae, 
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it  will  b*  rmej  «uj  to  hwT*  oat  or  alter 
iIm*  nontion  of  th«  eamponiU  tuwcr, 
'JiiO  iiN't  high,  •nil  mako  moditicatiun* 
Aa  rfffiinla  ths  |M>iBt  mi'sUonwl  by  Ui« 
uoblu  I»nl,  that  tho  eonaitlvratiun  ut 
tho««  Otfic<«a  ought  alMi  to  inrludn  th* 
wuli'iiiiii;  ••(  (tn<at  (liMirin*  Stnt't  mkI 
th«  •■r<Hiiiiii  of  iithrr  I'lililic  <>tlii'«-«.  I 
«ill  oiilv  f»y  that  os|wrii'U<  <•  nf  |>i-t 
\t'^t%  hit*  tiroTiti  tb«  iiiu-r  iiu|>r«<  ti<.i' 
hiiiiy  of  uD'U'rtaking  any  gwictal  *•  h"iuo 
f.-r  th«»  ••r«-<'!i"n  of  a  mt»-«  of  I'uhlir 
Oili<-<>«.  No  ou<>  i«  iM-tt-T  awari*  of 
th  «  (han  th«  iiohlt*  I^ont  hiiitM-lf,  who, 
whiMi  )'iiuiriiian  of  (ho  (Viiiiniit|i><>on  th<> 
•ul>j<'<  t  tttkM'  th*'  uiii!t<T  up  a*  h<>jM*lfK«. 
and  (h«>  <'o>iiii>itt4<<>  only  iH't  lh0  luallvr 
t't  th«  <  io«  ••rnnti-ut.  I  truot  th»  no|i|«> 
Iy>rtl,  iH'fon*  h«  IraviMt  town,  will  Im» 
alilo  to  )c<>  to  Spring  iJanlcn*  and  •<>•  th* 
plan*,  and  I  am  •ur*  he  will  n>ui*  awar 
inui  b  nior>'  aatiatiMl  in  hi*  mind  aa  ti> 
tho*i>  dv^igna. 

Tin:  K»at  «»   WKUVSS  a<k.M|  nh.. 
iIkt  ihi'  iiioiiiK-al  i.f  thi*  oriifiiiul  drrigua 
wo'iM  tio  •h-iwii  on  th«  tiKxli-!*  y 

iiii     Ko.1    ..I    KIMllKKLKV:   Th.. 

nio-i  tlxi  d'  «l|{na 

I^t:.  KIKAIIIKPKN  ASi.  CAMT- 
ItKI.I.  tli<oi|'ht<i<>Vf>rnm<-iit  aliould  |mu*« 
and  nuaiH  ltd  ili«  ptiTiiiion  of  thvir 
••.hi'iiK-. 

IWYIT    THKr<»UTKASI»Tlli;s*»VI»AX. 
Vll'MTIoX. 

I...iti.  >rKATHNAIKN  a*k.«l  II«r 
M«j<M'y'*  iiovi*ruiiirnt.  What  right,  nuw 
thit  tlif  .-or.Tt  iitntv  of  tln»  !'•  rt*  oT*r 
>Igvpl  l*r-i|M-r  had  t><M>n  arknowMgt'd, 
Kiigiand  had  to  advi*4«  thf  Khwlirv  to 
at>«nd->n  th<>  Smdan  without  obtaining 
th«»  t«rt>««'nt  of  lbt>  l'..rtf  • 

K>ki  OKANVII.LK  :  W«  hav**  noTcr 
(|iin«ti<inf-<l  atiT  rights  «hi<h  iht>  Sultan 
ha*  oTrf  ^V.^l'* :  '*"'■  **  '*'  **  thf 
K^T|-t!«B«  tlirmiM-lrr*  arr>  oiai'«>mwi, 
tkf  V  u  -I  having  an  Aruir  or  mon»T  aulB- 
na-nt  t>i  r<<r>iiii|Uf<r  th*  H>udan,  ■• 
a-U  »^i  tti>-ni  not  togo'-n  with  an  und«r> 
taking  «hi<h  waa  iiii|>-«»iM* 

U.kf  SrUATIINAlKN  .aid.  that  Ml 
th*  aiKWrr  of  th*  n--bl*  Karl  waa  m<«t 
un^atiafartorr.  hf  sh  luld  tak*  th*  rar- 
li**t  op|>>rtuiiitv  of  again  raiting  tlia 
att*nti'in  -t  th<-ir  l4>rdabi|.a'  lluua*  to 
th*  aulijai  t 

II  -^M  aJ.  .^itsmI  at  Srt«a  •'rturk. 

io  Tk«n4ay  avtt, 

Kxar  a'ckick. 


MINI*  TM  ;-lli  rrtT -*M«>4ir<rf  »■  nmminm 
— Kitur  iir  (<i«ia*L  tioatKtB  iVota  or 
I  uii'ii  ,  C  I'Hf.tH-o— i°itiLH>a*ii  I  lUtiaaTM 
-  ■  :  •'«  IV  \'.:t  4Tt»«,S>iK<(t.  *«!•  AbT, 
V..'..«H.  i.V.  I»  -I  1  »»•  VI  N"n«  Krrtm*a 
*«ii  I'NtaiTtaLa  ><aa<iiM.  V<4aa  I  Is  t  aa4 
»•  ('L4M  VII  — Miai*tt*««uia,  Velaa  I,  S. 
JbaWaliMi  .Aacu4  Ij  r#^<rf«rf. 

rmili  illlt  •  .mi.di'tJ  ••  «m*mdtd-n>f4 
/.V«j  V  It"'!'!*.  Ar  rrul<«tt<«*  (MS]. 
an*l  f<*»»*<i 

urKSTiosa. 


IUKI.AM)       NAUoNAL   SC'IKMIL. 

KA.hT  f.HK  i>K  .StllouMiiMJll    ruR 

Ma  IlKALY  a.k*d.  Wh*th«r  it  iatho 
fail  that  <in  'Ihumiar  *r*niBga  tiM 
Whitchouai*  National  S<  ho<d,  iWltaat,  ia 
u**<t  aa  an  >  >rang*  band  room,  and  that 
I'artjr  tuii<-<  otl*nMV<>  to  lh»  t'athidira  o( 
tli<*  «il;a,;»  ar»  (••ii«taiiilT  playml ;  and, 
wh<*tb<-r  thi<  ia  with  th*  aanrtlun  of  tho 
4'omnii»a:on*r«  of  l->lur««ioB  7 

Tiir.  >oL|('in»K  UKN£K.\L  vo> 
lUKI.ANl)  Mr.  Walkcb)  ;  A  tMn|Mr> 
an>'«  ban<i  mo*ta  cTi-rr  Tburadajr  arraisf 
in  th*  \Vhit*houaa  arboolntom.  Bjr  ita 
Huira  it  ia  nun-iMditical.  and  th*  plajiay 
of  I'artj  tun**  la  abaululfiy  forbididaa, 
••ith*r  in  th«  M-ho<dr«M>m  or  •laavkaco. 
It  wa*  u|ion  th*  pl*dg*  of  th*  Moabon 
tu  «d>*y  tiiia  KttU  that  tha  maaagor.  vbo 
ia  a  Tn-abi  ta'riao  mioiatrr.  gara  tho  «M« 
of  th*  arhiKd  ;  and  ao  long  aa  th*  Kal* 
«a«  o)i»>-rttHl,  th*  ach>«<l  bring  Boa« 
Tot'd.  th>-r<-  wa«  no  TudatioB  of  tha 
Itfgulationa  of  th*  ( Vimuiaaiunara.  It, 
hi>«(iT*r.  n-tw  ap|i*ara  that  about  tha 
I'iih  of  July  th*  band  on  aoma  occaaitma 
bn>ki-  that  Uul*  Th*  ( ummiaaiooara 
•  ill  B->t  |M-ra<it   thia.   and  ara  in  coa- 

j  munitaiiuB   with   tha  managar  oa  tlio 

I  aublwl. 

I 

NAVAi.  i>iM  iruNi:  kit.  cLAi'Hi:  m. 

!  SiaJtMIN  HAYaakad  Mr.  Huli«tar 
it«i.*ral.  Whethrr.  raff  ring  tu  hta  ata  !»• 
m*nl  that — 

I      ■•  TiM  Natal  Ihanpinaa  Art  4«^lu<a  Ikai  Ik* 

I  aaikta*  -4  >4k<«t«  cuM^Mtac  a  I'l^art  Martaal 

<  Bi.<Mt  »4  lltav^   BUM.  Ml   rt  Braa4  But  k*  MM* 
I  tlua  a«." 

ia  u>  acvwnUaca  witii  Ciauaa  ih,  Mlb* 
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section  16,  where  the  officer  appointed 
to  preside  at  the  Court  is  directed  to 
summon  all  the  officers  of  the  rank  nest 
in  seniority  to  himself  to  the  number  of 
nine,  or  such  number  not  less  than  five 
is  attainable,  is  complete ;  and,  whether, 
therefore,  a  Court  Martial  constituted  of 
five  officers  only,  where  more  are  pre- 
sent, is  a  legal  Court  Martial  ? 

Thb  solicitor  general  (Sir 
FAHREn  Hehsohell),  in  reply,  said,  that 
the  statement  made  by  him  was,  no 
doubt,  that  although  a  Court  Martial 
must  not  exceed  nine  and  be  not  less 
than  five,  there  was  no  absolute  obliga- 
tion that  it  should  consist  of  nine.  No 
doubt,  under  the  section  to  which  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  re- 
ferred, and  to  which  he  also  referred  at 
the  time,  all  the  officers  were  to  be  sum- 
moned ;  but  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  would  find  in  the  Admiralty 
Instructions  a  provision  that  even  if  the 
officer  who  was  to  preside  had  been 
chosen,  leave  of  absence  might  be  given 
by  the  officer  summoning  the  Court 
Martial  or  the  superior  officer  present  to 
officers  who  would  otherwise  be  bound 
to  attend.  He  knew  his  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Friend  was  under  the  impression 
that  those  Instructions  referred  to  pro- 
ceedings under  the  Act  of  1861,  and 
that  the  legislation  had  been  changed 
since  ;  but  he  would  call  his  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  Act  of  1861  was  in  pre- 
cisely the  same  terms  as  the  Act  of  1866. 
Those  Instructions  were  issued  in  1862, 
and  had  beon  in  force  ever  since  ;  and, 
therefore,  the  provision  which  he  had  in 
his  mind  when  making  the  statement 
had  been  in  force  since  1862  under  the 
old  Act,  which  was  in  precisely  the  same 
terms  as  the  present. 

Sia  JOHN  HAY  asked  the  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty,  If  he  will  state  what 
reason  is  assigned  for  selecting  an  Ad- 
miral Superintendent  of  one  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Dockyards  to  preside  at  a  Court 
Martial  on  the  Captain  of  Her  Majesty's 
ship  Di/ene»,  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the 
Naval  Discipline  Act,  Clause  58,  Sec- 
tion 16,  when  other  Flag  Officers  were 
available  for  that  duty  ? 

Me.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNERMAN  : 
The  section  referred  to  exempts  certain 
officers  from  the  ordinary  obligation  to 
serve  upon  Courts  Martial,  in  order,  it 
may  be  presumed,  to  prevent  their  being 
disturbed  in  the  discharge  of  their  im- 
portant duties.     But  it  excepts  any  occa- 

Sir  Jokn  Hay 


sion  on  which  they  may  be 
directed  to  sit  by  orders  from  the  Ad- 
miralty. In  this  case  the  Admiral 
Superintendent  was  so  directed,  being 
the  only  available  Flag  Officer  at  the 
Port  besides  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

CIVIL  SERVICE  WRITERS-OEDEB  IN 
COUNCIL,  1878. 

Mk.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  asked 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  If  he 
will,  during  the  Recess,  consider  the 
desirability  of  improving  the  position  of 
the  Civil  Service  writers  by  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  Order  in  Council  of  12th 
February,  1876? 

Tor  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER  (Mr.  Childees)  :  In  reply  to  the 
hon.  Member,  I  have  to  say  that  the 
Order  in  Council  to  which  he  refers  has 
nothing  to  do  with  writers,  except  the 
19th  section,  which  provides  that  they 
are  to  be  paid  by  piece  work,  at  rates 
fixed  by  the  CivU  Service  Commis- 
sioners, with  the  consent  of  the  Head  of 
the  Department  and  of  the  Treasury.  I 
have  not  heard  that  there  is  any  diffi- 
culty in  obtaining  competent  writers 
under  this  system. 

DEFENCES  OF  THE  EMPIRE— COALINO 
STATIOXS,  &c. 

Sib  HENRY  TYLER  asked  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War,  with  reference  to 
his  observations  on  the  projects  for  the 
defence  of  coaling  stations  and  chief 
mercantile  jwrts  of  the  Empire,  Whe- 
ther ho  will  place  ui>on  the  Table  any 
Reports  or  Memoranda  by  the  Respon- 
sible Military  Advisers? 

The  Mahquess  of  HARTINGTON  ; 
The  Report  of  the  Commission  on  the 
Defence  of  the  Coaling  Stations  and 
Colonial  Possessions  abroad  was  con- 
sidered a  confidential  document.  There 
was  certainly  a  great  deal  in  it  which  it 
would  be  extremely  inexpedient  to  make 
public.  He  had  always  regarded  the 
Report  of  his  Advisers  as  equally  con- 
fidential. Ho  had  not  had  time  to  con- 
sider whether  those  Reports,  or  any 
part  of  them,  could,  without  inconveni- 
ence or  danger,  bo  made  public ;  but  he 
would  consider  whether  any  part  of 
those  Reports  could  be  presented  to  the 
House.  With  regard  to  the  mercantile 
ports  of  the  Empire,  the  Report  of  Lord 
Morley's  Committee  had  not  yet  been 
fully  considered  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment.    He  had  received  Reports  from 


Bri4tm  (htUmi)—      (Aranrft,  1»M|  IDnrnktrif  Briif. 


th«  laapnetor  Gmiw*]  of  FottiflMtimu 
•mi  th»  InBp«rt<ir  nf  Artillvrr,  aiiii  tboM> 
pri>p<>«al<  avaitMi  ibi>  f«>n*i<l<Tali<>n  »f 
tho  I><-f<-nr<>  <\iiuiuitt<><>.  I'litil  th«  o|ii- 
Bion  of  that  <*<imaiitt*»  btt«l  Ixwa  ri*- 
mitihI,  h«  CMuld  not  Mr  wht*th*r  il 
would  bi>  |vrMMiblo  t>i  Ut  th*  U«p«irt  »f 
tb«  (V>iniiiitt<>«  or  of  lite  HiliUuy  Autho- 
ritiiM  Iwforathc  Houtv? 

»iTI'r  MIMTAKT  oPKUATH»XS>-UK- 
PoKT  ON  rilK  iUiMIIAKIlMKNT  <>F 
At.l'.XAN'ItUU 

SiH  IIKNHYTYLKK  «■  k. -I th.< 8m ro- 
tary of  Mat*  for  War.  \Vh««th«<r.  in  r«»- 
f«rt<nr««  to  th«  r<>|>orU  bikI  ronrluition* 
whirh  baro  l'«-«-ii  c«iiuiiiiiiii<-*t<-<l  to  tb« 
]>ubli<>  tbrouifh  tho  airvni-T  of  tb«  Attach/' 
of  the  rnit>-«|  Statf*  of  Atiicrirn  pr<«H<iit 
in  (^r|it,  ht>  will  Uj  upon  tb«  T*bl« 
th«  Itt'tMtrt  on  tbo  Ilombanlment  uf 
AUsaU'iria,  iua<I«  in  acvurdanii*  with 
tba  onlpm  of  th*  tMn-rftarjr  of  Stat*  ? 

Tilt  Mah<ji-k»«  or  IIAIMINIITON  : 
Thi*  liciMttt  \\  of  a  highly  c<ju&«li>ntial 
cbarart<<r,  and  cannot  b«  prvtMntwl  to 
I'atliaiikvnt. 
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'  for  •  ni'Mith  doriag  a  pun  of  I 
'  t'|Min  hi*  pr«*m->iion  to  th«>  rank  of  Haad 
('oii«tal>t«  lit<  m%»  allKatml  to  Wviford 
to  ti:l  a  Taram-y  at  that  utation  ia 
onlinary  cour«e.  He  WM  abaeat  oa 
•■••<■  lal  noliro  dutj  fur  a  Boetli  la  tha 
Wivt  of  Ireland.  Tb«>rp  ia  an  fizad 
tM-riol  of  M'rTic*  aftt-r  whirh  th*  rank  uf 
ilrad  (*on*ul>l»  ia  attaiaad.  Irwia  had 
M-rVftl  fiKht  ypan.  Ha  haal  two  firal 
claM  favoiirabltf  r<-curda,  aad  ni>  aa- 
farouraM"  rii'orda. 

Ma.  IlKALY  :  la  it  trua  that  ha  ia 
tht>  voung<M>t  II<«d  Cunatabla  ia  tha 
For.'.- .' 

Till.  SoLiiiToIt  UKNKRAL  roa 
lUKLANI)  (.Mr.  Walklm,  :  I  will  ia- 
tiuir*>. 

Mil  WILLIAM  KKHMoNI):  What 
Tai.iitrv  tlid  Mr.  Irwin  till  up?  Fori 
aiu  inl*>riiii-«l  th>>r»  waa  only  one  Ilaad 
Cunvtablo  atationedat  Waiurd  for  naajr 
ypar*. 

TiiR  SOLK'ITOK  UKNKRAL  roa 
IUKI.VN1>  Mr.  Waucek,:  H  tho  boa. 
M(>iuU-r  DUt*  th<>Uu«atiou  on  tba  i'apar 
I  will  maJte  I 


THE   UoYAI.    lUISil  i-iiNSTAlIt  I.AKY- 
HKAI»  <  <iNsrA»l-K  lUWIN. 

Ma.  IIKALY  atk.-d.  How  aiaay 
pulici-iuau  hare  lM>«>n  pronotvd  within 
th«  la*t  thrrf  y«>ar«  on  tho  r>'ruin- 
mandation  of  <•&  ■  I>«-t«rtit<>  Pimtitr 
and  r.iubty  Iu*|Mt-*.or  Kn-iicb ;  waa 
Ilrad  CoiKtal-lM  It«iu  on«>  of  thi'w  , 
wa»  h<>  toii»laiitly  aUiut  Mr.  Froiirh'a 
offit)'  in  th"  <'.i*ll«<.  by  «ho««<  noiiii- 
nni'iatKin  or  in*truiiii'ntaiity  waa  ho 
a|>|>oiDt<«l  1 1  Wrtford;  why  did  h« 
l<*a«<>  Wrsford  oa  tho  34tb  Juaa. 
anil  r<':tiatii  away  nearly  a  month ; 
aft<>r  l.ow  many  year*'  *«rtHa  ia  ib<- 
raiik  of  hoail  niu*tabl<>  r«>iif<>rr<Hl ,  how 
many  «<'ara  ha-1  Irwin  wrvml,  and  wb^n 
ho  «a*  I'roiiioinl ;  and,  what  rvoird* 
had  li»  * 

Tnn    HiLiriTui:    liKNKUAL    loa 
IICKLANI*    Mr    Wuxaa   :  Nin-  pro- j 
nioii  -n*  «<T«  nia<l<'  mthiu  ih*>  la*t  thr<'«  ' 
y<>ar*,  all   in    ia*>J.  on  ili«  r^-*  •iiiiuvnila-  : 
tion  «i  Mr   Krrix  h       Ib'-rw  ■•  bo  roaaon 
to  tbiul-:  tba!  th»%  waro  a>l  of  thi-m  pt«>prr  j 
piuiuoti-iii*       111  ail  ( 'oiiatablo  Irwin  waa  I 
not  pn>i:i  it'-d  oil  sutb  rnomoi' itdi'.ioB.  I 
Mr   Frvbi  b  ba  I  noihiii|(  wbaio««r  lu  «ay  | 
to  bi*  |<r«-m--ti-  n.  o<ir  i*  it  a  fa>t  that  ha 
wao     i><b*tat.t<,ti     aU-ut    tbr>    iMrrlivo - 
Ihmt.ir'a  i ><&>-<•.     llf  nxTor    wa*    om- ' 
ptu)  i-d  ibt-rr.  •a«,«|-t  u{<ua  oao  wcaatva  , 


laquirir*  into  it. 


HHiiKiix    iKKiaNii)  -  numnERirr 

m:ilN.K    <i.rNT|>:s  LKITKIM  AND 

Ki»M-<>VM<>N 
<'oL...vc(.  ODKIUNK  aakod.  Whalhar 
it  I*  a  (m  t  that  tb*'  dutiaa  of  tbo  Itaiini- 
liviitf  llrid^A  <  Vimmiltooa,  ap|ioiatod  by 
tbi*  Krand  June*  of  tba  counti«<a  of 
I^pitriiu  and  n<ncomnion.  w<-r«  ooafiaad 
ti>  tbo  a|>|>n>ral  of  a  plan  aad  apartfioa* 
tiou  of  il  t>nd|{i-.  and  tbo  actrplaaca  of 
t»ndvr«  and  >|i-rlaratiua  of  a  ouairactor 
for  Mtui- ,  if  It  ia  not  Iikowiaa  a  fact  tliat 
tbf  Kiuuty  Kurreyor  of  Kua>v>mBK>B  haa 
objiot'^l  to  Mr.  Irwin,  tho  aaaiataat 
county  aurt'cjor  of  I/i-itriai,  aetiay  aa 
oottbty  curTi^or  for  th<>  aaid  conatT 
;tbi*  olbit-  Ik-iuk  now  varaat,.  altlioagb 
Mr.  Irsiu  was  appointi-d  by  tba  couaty 
I^Mtriiii  ir^abd  jury  to  in>|to<'t  and  tvport 
upon,  for  a|>|ir>tal  or  othoraiao,  of  all 
county  pr'»*-binirnta,  and,  whaa  aacaa- 
aart .  iMUo  •itiitincuw-a  la  raa»a  of  da- 
faul!.  and  that  tbf  aaid  Mr.  Irwin  haa 
in  tb>'  lu'wt  '-atpbatic  inanoar cuadomaad 
tbt>  luati-riala  luadr  uao  of  by  tba  eoa- 
tra>  :or  in  tbo  (•>natnKtii>a  uf  tba  abut- 
moat*  and  pifra  of  l>r«mbonlf  Bndgw, 
tb<'  ap<«iiii*tioa  ha«iB(  boaa  davialad 
fr»ui  in  many  i«a|M<-ta;  aad.  if,  uadar 
tbiwa  (iivmuataax*.  aad  aa  tba  boat 
BMina  of  aafo|(uardia|(  tbo  latrraata  of 
tbo  ii-«a|>a«vn  111  tbv  «wa&tj   Liitnm, 
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will  an  order  be  given  to  enable  Mr. 
Irwin  to  act  pro  tem.  as  county  surveyor, 
or  some  other  steps  taken  to  protect  the 
interests  of  the  cesspayers  ? 

The  80LICIT0E  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walker):  It  may 
have  been  proposed  to  limit  the  duties 
of  the  Committee,  as  stated;  but  the 
Act  of  Parliament  contemplates  the 
carrying  out  of  the  work  under  the 
direction  and  management  of  the  Com- 
mittee. I  am  informed  that  it  is  a  fact 
that  the  county  surveyor  of  Roscommon 
and  the  assistant  surveyor  of  Leitrim 
differ  in  respect  of  the  materials  to  be 
made  use  of  by  the  contractor  generally 
as  to  the  work ;  and,  as  was  stated  in 
reply  to  a  former  Question,  the  joint 
Committee  of  the  Grand  Juries  is  the 
proper  tribunal  to  adjust  these  differ- 
ences. It  is  very  questionable  whether 
the  Grand  Jury  of  Leitrim  had  any  legal 
authority  to  delegate  to  Mr.  Irwin  the 
powers  mentioned  in  the  Question.  The 
vacancy  in  the  office  of  county  surveyor 
will  be  filled  up  as  soon  as  the  examina- 
tion required  oy  law  before  the  Civil 
Service  Commissioners  can  be  held.  It 
will  be  commenced  on  the  12th  instant. 

THE    MAGISTRACY    (IRELAND)  —  MB. 

JOHN  M'MAHON,  OF  BALLYBAY, 

CO.  MONAOHAN. 

Mr.  HEALY  asked,  Whether  Lord 
Dartrey,  Lieutenant  of  Monaghan,  has 
forwarded  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  the 
influential  memorials  and  resolutions 
asking  for  the  appointment  of  Mr.  John 
J.  M'Mahon,  of  Ballybay,  to  the  Com- 
mission of  the  Peace ;  and,  if  so,  what 
decision  has  been  arrived  at  ? 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walker)  :  The  Lord 
Chancellor  informs  me  that  no  such 
memorial  was  forwarded  to  him  by  Lord 
Dartrey ;  but  that  within  the  last  four  or 
five  days  the  name  of  Mr.  M'Mahon  was 
brought  to  his  notice  by  the  Rev.  Canon 
O'Neill,  of  Ballybay.  This  application 
will  be  duly  considered. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (IRELAND)— THE 
CROSSMAGLEN  PRISONERS. 
Mr.  HEALY  asked,  On  what  grounds 
have  the  Government  refused  to  allow 
Mr.  Alfred  Webb.  T.C.,  Dublin,  to 
obtain  a  sight  of  the  so-called  Mulla- 
bawn  and  Crossmaglen  books,  required 
by    him    in    the    preparation    of   the 
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Memorial  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  on 
behalf  of  the  Crossmaglen  prisoners  ? 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walker)  :  Mr.  Webb 
applied  to  be  allowed  to  inspect  the 
books  given  in  evidence  in  the  Gross* 
maglen  trial,  alleging  as  a  reason  that 
he  was  looking  into  the  case  of  the 
prisoners.  There  is  no  precedent  for 
permission  being  granted  after  a  trial 
for  any  person  to  examine  the  docu- 
mentary evidence  used  and  produced  at 
the  trial,  and  I  do  not  think  such  a  pre- 
cedent should  be  established.  When  a 
Memorial  is  presented,  the  books  will  be 
carefully  considered,  along  with  all  the 
other  circumstances. 

Mr.  HEALY:  Would  the  Govern- 
ment consider  this  an  exceptional  case, 
and  allow  Mr.  Webb  a  look  at  the 
documents  ? 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walker)  :  When  the 
Memorial  is  presented  will  be  the  proper 
time. 

Mr.  HEALY :  But  Mr.  Webb  is  pre- 
paring the  Memorial,  and  how  can  he 
prepare  it  unless  he  sees  the  documents  ? 

[No  reply.] 

POOR  LAW  (IRELAND)— ELECTION  OP 
GUARDIANS,   CARMEEN   DIVISION, 
COOTEHILL  UNION— THE  INQUIRY 
—MR.-  VAUGHAN     MONTGOMERY, 
J.  P. 
Mb.   HEALY  asked.  What  decision 
has  been  come  to  by  the  Law  Officers  as 
to  the  prosecution  of  Mr.  Vaughan  Mont- 
gomery, J.P. ;  and,  will  the  Papers  be 
laid  before  the  Lord  Chancellor  ? 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walker)  :  The  Attor- 
ney General  for  Ireland  has  not  notified 
his  final  decision  in  this  case,  as  he  is 
absent  in  Sligo.  It  would  be  prema- 
ture to  make  any  communication  to  the 
Lord  Chancellor  before  he  does  so. 

Mr.  HEALY  said,  he  would  repeat 
the  Question  on  Thursday. 

THE  MAGISTRACY  (IRELAND)— MR. 
TIPPING,  J.P. 

Mr.  BIGGAH  asked,  Whether  Ed- 
ward Tipping,  of  Bellengan,  Dundalk, 
is  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  county 
of  Louth  ;  whether  it  has  been  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  Lord  ChanoelJor, 
that  Mr.  Tipping  petitioned  the  Irisli 
Bankruptcy  Court  in   1883,  offering  hit 
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his  interriew ;  but  he  thought  it  would 
be  unwise  to  accept  as  absolutely  con- 
clusive the  evidence  of  the  piteous  ap- 
peals of  any  Chiefs  whatsoever  with  re- 
ference to  a  matter  in  which  they  might 
be  considered  to  be  interested  and  to 
have  grievances  against  the  Boers.  As 
regarded  the  second  Question,  the  early 
history  of  the  Transvaal  was  contained 
in  the  Blue  Books  before  the  House; 
and,  BO  far  as  his  memory  served  him, 
it  was  contained  in  some  of  the  de- 
spatches of  the  late  Sir  Bartle  Frere. 
Originally  the  Transvaal  was  inhabited 
by  a  Bechuana  Tribe.  This  Beohuana 
Tribe  was  practically  driven  out  by  a 
tribe  of  theZulus.  After  the  Boers  had  at- 
tacked this  tribe  of  Kaffirs  and  destroyed 
them,  then  the  Bechuanas  in  their  turn 
came  back  and  re-migrated  in  large 
numbers  to  the  Transvaal.  There  were 
now  about  7$0,000  of  them.  This  im- 
migration took  place  in  all  parts  of  the 
Transvaal,  but  principally  in  the  North. 

CORRUPT  PRACTICES  fSUSPENSION  OF 
ELECTIONS)  BILL. 
In  reply  to  Mr.  Raikes, 

The  ATTOENEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Henrt  Jamks)  said,  that  the  Bill  was 
intended  to  be  merely  suspensory  in  its 
operation. 

COLONIAL  NAVAL  DEFENCE  ACT,  1866 
—COLONIAL  WAR  VESSELS. 

Mb.  BLAKE  asked  the  Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty,  Whether  the  Govern- 
ment of  Victoria  had,  before  the  depar- 
ture of  their  vessels  of  war,  Victoria, 
Albert,  and  Childeri,  from  England  on 
the  14th  of  February,  fulfilled  all  the 
requirements  of  the  Admiralty,  so  as  to 
entitle  them  to  the  privileges  accorded 
to  Colonial  vessels  of  war,  under  section 
three  of  "The  Colonial  Naval  Defence 
Act,  1866;"  whether  the  Government 
of  Victoria  had  also,  in  accordance  with 
section  six  of  the  same  Act,  placed  the 
said  vessels  at  Her  Majesty's  disposal ; 
whether  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown 
have  advised  the  Admiralty  that  such 
vessels,  on  being  placed  at  Her  Ma- 
jesty's disposal,  are  to  be  deemed  to  all 
intents  vessels  of  war  of  the  Royal  Navy, 
and  would  be  entitled  to  fly  the  white 
ensign ;  whether  the  Agent  General  for 
Victoria  was  informed  on  the  13th  of 
February,  and  was  requested  to  inform 
the  Commandant  of  the  squadron,  that 
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the  necessary  formalities  to  obtain  the 
Orders  in  Council  having  been  fulfilled, 
he  might  safely  proceed  on  his  voyage  ; 
whether  Orders  in  Council,  under  sections 
three  and  six  of  the    said    Act,    wer« 

Sassed  at  the  Council  of  the  4th  oi 
[arch ;  whether,  on  the  following  day, 
the  5th  of  March,  the  Admiralty  re- 
quested that  the  vessels  mightbe  ordered 
to  the  seat  of  war  at  Suakin ;  and,  whe- 
ther  this  was  not  an  acceptance  of  theii 
services  ? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL -BANNEEMAN: 
I  venture  to  refer  my  hon.  Friend  to 
the  answers  given  regarding  the  status 
of  the  vessels  by  the  "Under  Secretary  oi 
State  for  the  Colonies  and  myself  on  the 
19th  of  February  last,  and  to  the  state- 
ment by  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
which  appears  in  the  daily  newspapers 
of  the  2nd  instant.  I  would  only  sup- 
plement that  statement  by  pointing  oat 
that  in  order  that  the  vessels  should 
have  the  status,  g^ven  under  Section  6 
of  "The  Colonial  Naval  Defence  Act," 
they  must  be  not  only  "  placed  at  Her 
Majesty's  disposal,"  but  "accepted  by 
the  Admiralty."  The  services  of  these 
vessels  were  not  accepted,  but  were  de- 
clined with  an  expression  of  thanks,  and 
with  full  recognition  of  the  spirit  of  the 
ofiPer;  and  although  the  Commanding 
officer  was  instructed  by  the  Agent  Ge- 
neral for  the  Colony,  with  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Admiralty  and  Colonial 
Office,  to  communicate  with  Sir  WiUiam 
Hewett  on  his  way  down  the  Red  Sea, 
it  was  hardly  anticipated  that  the  Ad- 
miral would  require  the  services  of  the 
vessels,  nor,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  was  it 
found  necessary  to  accept  them. 

NAVY— DOCKYARD  RE-ORGANIZATION 
—THE  NEW  SCHEME. 

Loan  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL 
(for  Sir  H.  Dbttmmond  Woi<ff)  asked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty,  Whe- 
ther he  will  obtain  and  present  to  Par- 
liament evidence  from  the  foremen  of 
the  yard  and  assistant  constructors  se- 
lected from  them,  as  regards  the  efiPect 
of  the  reorganization  scheme  on  their 
prospects,  seeing  that  they  have  had  no 
opportunities  of  making  their  state- 
ments before  the  Committee  ? 

Sir  THOMAS  BEASSEY,  in  reply, 
said :  The  witnesses  examined  by  the 
Committee  on  Constructors  included 
several  officers  well  acquainted  with 
Dockyard  administration.     The  case  oi 
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reeidenoes,  or  where  the  lists  are  not 
even  alphabetical — probably  be  impos- 
sible. The  expense  would  also  be  con- 
siderable, as  the  Local  Authorities  would, 
no  doubt,  have  to  employ  extra  clerks 
to  make  the  searches. 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT— AGE  OP 
CHILDREN  LEAVING  SCHOOL. 

Mk.  W.  J.  COEBET  asked  the  Vice 
President  of  the  Committee  of  Council, 
If  he  will  give  a  Beturn  of  the  average 
age  at  which  children  leave  school  in 
England,  Scotland,  Wales,  and  Ireland 
respectively  ? 

Mr.  MUNDELLA  :  I  am  unable  to 
give  the  Beturn  for  which  the  hon. 
Member  asks;  but  if  he  will  refer  to 
page  13  of  the  Beport  of  the  Education 
Department  for  1883-4,  he  will  find  a 
paragraph  showing  the  number  and  the 
percentage  of  children  in  England  and 
Wales  who  left  school  after  passing  the 
Fourth  and  Fifth  Standards  in  1882. 
The  hon.  Member  will  find  a  similar 
paragraph  as  regards  Scotland  at  page 
14  of  the  Beport  of  the  Scotch  Educa- 
tion Department  for  1883-4.  From  this 
it  appears  that  42  per  cent  of  the  scholars 
in  Standard  IV.  leave  school  after  pass- 
ing it,  while  58  per  cent  of  those  in 
Standard  Y.  leave  school  after  passing 
that  Standard.  In  Scotland  23  per  cent 
of  the  scholars  in  Standard  IV.  leave 
school  after  passing  it,  and  53  per  cent 
of  those  in  Standard  V.  As  the  Stan- 
dard of  total  exemption  in  Scotland  is 
Standard  V.,  we  may  reasonably  expect 
that  under  the  operation  of  the  Act  of 
last  year  the  number  of  children  leaving 
school  before  passing  that  Standard  will 
diminish.  The  Question,  so  far  as  it  re- 
lates to  Ireland,  should  be  addressed  to 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland. 

INDIA  (MADRAS)-FLOGGING— CASE 
OF  MARIAPPEN. 
Mk.  BIGGAB  asked  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India,  Whether  he  will 
cause  inquiries  to  be  made  into  the  state- 
ment made  by  Mr.  C.  Pritchard,  bar- 
rister-at-law,  Salem,  to  the  honourable 
the  Judges  of  the  High  Court,  Madras, 
in  his  Letter  to  them  bearing  date  16th 
February  1884,  that  a  lad  named  Mari- 
appen,  aged  10,  was  sentenced  by  Dr. 
Macleane,  district  magistrate  of  Salem, 
on  26th  September  1882,  to  receive 
twenty  stripes,  though  on  the  day  pre- 
vious,  viz.    25th    September,  he,    Mr. 

Mr.  Htlhtrl 


Pritohard,  as  counsel  for  the  lad,  hat 
procured  an  adjournment  of  the  case 
whether  he  will  cause  inquiry  to  b< 
made  into  Mr.  Pritohard's  statement,  ii 
the  same  Letter, 

"  I  was  somewhat  stirprised  at  th«  saperiii 
tendent  of  police  rushing  into  Court,  and  aayini 
that  it  was  the  wish  of  the  district  magistnt 
that  the  under-trial  prisoners  should  be  detainei 
to  witness  the  thrashing  of  a  little  boy,  th 
above  Mariappen ;  " 

and,  whether  it  is  customary  that  per 
sons  not  yet  convicted  should  be  foice< 
to  witness  a  flogging? 

Mr.  J.  K.  CE0S8 :  The  India  Offi» 
has  no  information  beyond  what  may  Im 
derived  from  the  newspapers  as  to  th< 
letter  referred  to  in  the  hon.  Member*! 
Question,  or  the  circumstances  witl 
which  it  deals.  The  letter  appears  U. 
have  been  addressed  to  the  Judges  oi 
the  High  Court  in  January  of  last  year 
and  as  that  Court  has,  therefore,  had  ai 
opportunity  of  considering  the  etatemeni 
which  it  contains,  it  does  not  appear  it 
be  necessary  to  call  on  the  Qovernmeni 
of  Madras  for  a  Beport.  I  have  no  reft' 
son  to  believe  that  it  is  custoniary  thai 
persons  not  yet  convicted  are  forced  tt 
witness  floggings ;  and  Mr.  Pritchard,  ii 
his  letter,  expressly  states  that  in  thi< 
instance  the  prisoners  were  not  detained 
to  witness  the  flogging. 

EGYPT— THE    CONFERENCE— THE 
MINISTERIAL  STATEMENT. 

Sir  STAFFOBD  NORTHOOTI 
asked  the  noble  Marquess  the  Secretar] 
of  State  for  War,  Whether  the  Prim* 
Minister  was  likely  to  be  able  to  mak< 
his  promised  statement  before  the  Orden 
of  the  Day  were  called  on  ? 

The  Marquess  of  HARTINGTON 
My  right  hon.  Friend  has  full  intentioi 
of  making  the  statement  he  promise< 
yesterday,  and  I  have  every  reason  t( 
believe  that  he  intended  to  make  it  be 
fore  the  Orders  of  the  Day  were  oalle< 
on.  We  have,  however,  got  througl 
the  Questions  somewhat  more  rapidlj 
than  usual ;  and  as  my  right  hon.  Frienc 
is  not  in  his  place  at  present,  but  will  b< 
in  a  very  few  minutes,  it  might  be  foi 
the  convenience  of  the  House  that  the 
Speaker  should  leave  the  Chair  for  a  few 
moments,  in  order  to  g^ve  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  opportunity  of  being  in  his 
place. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE,  who  at  that  mo- 
ment entered  the  House,  said:  I  mvisi 


IT'il  Fjvpt-TH*  :  Ai-<ir-T  \.  |H<HJ  CrnOim.t.  IT'.I 

poIo^ifA  to  lliA  II<i<i«<t  f>>r  lh«  in<'<inr»- 


l:i'-ti  •<  I  .  i«    1   \\   i.;v    ill-.  If  ■•    «':.. 
.!.•  •  .  0...  :,••■,•    I    ,,•  ,.;..•  .1  •'..• 

t'."  <<  .■  -•.  ■!.-    ■«   •  :    1    '.  i»-    ■      ';■        1    •      • 
1M  1  I    '.■■.'•      I   •  :  ••    <  :-'i  !  •  II.  i».'    k  «■  I'l 
II;.  ■;".   m'.     :i    I      ■••    ::  I'-l  \..fr!.4    •';.  i' 

I  !.  -1..  i  ■  .  ill...  •  •  ■  ^,^  I-  «..:  »..•  , 
►  •■;  I'  ••  .ill  I  ii  • '  r"  ■•  ■  1*  it  !  .  r  •• 
i-:r     f       •.■••!  .      i:   '    \  .  • ',    .    i*!-.      .  i«   V.  i' 

II  -    r       . »     I  ■  .j    ■•*.*.!'•.      i    V    !\  •  ^    'i'    't. 

ii»  .■.     •  ••  ,  1     •■  ■ !  ;■'.■■  ;  I  '• i  •'■■•• 

t.-  .  •  I.J.-.-..  ,  •■  •■;,  .  i:  .1  .;..  Ill 
I'  .,,.,  •;•...  :..  I'.-ii'.  :  i'.  \*:  i:r«  ••!' 
I..M  •  I  .  .1.-  •  ..  .■.  •:..•  ■  ..•  •'.:- 
»•  -].  •■.•  ■■.  •\  1|.  :  ^(  f  •\  1.  I-  t"-  •! 
I'l'  I--  i  ;..  I  :  r  .»••  ■;  .r  )  :  ;.  .-.■..•  •  .  i! 
I  I-  r  ir".  !  S  -f!.'  r  •  .'»  -*i  .!  I  |-r  •  •  1 
t.i  r.'i  I ■":!-■;  !-•!  !  i  ri-;-  •:•  .i'  1  i  U  ;-• 
t!i-  'I  «.;••..•.••.•-..?■..  .'I!...  !«  «  :■  !i 
t!f  V  ....;.•!!•.  •'■.  1  _•%;■•  .■:  '■•• 
T'T!;-:  •  •  '.  r-  !  i'  ■•  •  •  •':i-  1  I-  ■•"•■•. 
II':    •.    .  ;     .•!■■:-  '    ■:     -      .1       ;•  ■ 

r-  I  I*  •  '  I'  \  •■  1  -  *  '.*•.•'. 
r-  .  .  -  •-  •  •  ■  i'...-  .-  ••  ■     ■:•■:■*  "i 

I  ,"    i   .r;      •    \  .-•  .      .  ;.    i.  I.   .1    •!•  -1 

»■■•."  -  .  .  .  I       .•!-;.....•.. 

I- .!».!.:•  1  •.•  •  . :-.  •'..:  V..-  I  :  • 
•-  ■  •  •'.  ?    r  "     !•;:■.  .<  r  l.v'.w; 

|l  I'   ■  _•       1  '.    ■•      ■    ;»        -     ■    i\  •■     '  •••  "1.      :. 

t  .-        •-..•.•••..■..  ,.  -.r  !..•'.;» 

%  l'  1  «'  .•  ■«■  !  '.l  "l  -•  .'.  .T«  .'  H  "  '■  ■■• 
».  .'It      .-i     ■        r     •,  ,•  .r-      .-.  !     ;    •  >••"•.       • 

!•••:      I    •  \ !■      ■  •  t       •.   ;•    i'"    .  .'    •* 

:*i  I.-      .    •;     iT    1    \  r  »••■     I     ■.    I'.   •  \    I'       . 
hi*    •'        !.••  ri        .  .    ■    •    !    i,V\    ij.   •.  I  •    •  ^ 
»'l"    T  .     |. .     •!■(   .:.»   ••  ■•    I   «r!    .•!    \    r'ii- 

1 1-  '.  •  •  r.'%i  •  II  wi.;  . -!  '.ri  i-  T . 
I. .;  i •■ '  -  ;•  f  !,-  ;!!-■*  f  -r  •..•ii>- 

f;  I.'  .■.  I  ..  - !  •  i-  !  I  •  1  !  vi'»  "ix 
I'll*    I      y  .  :•  ••    «  •'■   "'i'-  t '.'  r-  I    I.!. 

Jf     .       !   11-  •    M  .  ..•.'-.  I)    ».  f  ■..•  •■• 

>...  -i  Ml  ■  ■!:!•  N'UMI'  «ill  -  r 
I  •;  •  !  •-  ,  1  •  .'.  !■  f.  !•  -.  •'..•  ••  I'.  ...  r.' 
»'•  'i  ?;  •  r  .•'.•  !,  •.  <».  •  •'-  .••  ;.  I- 
lui  I  1  ■•••..•■■.•  i  ••'  >•  ;  '..■ 
«  »|  .  '\  ■  '«■  .  "  .  I  ir.  '  \  I":.  .  • -k 
i«  •  .  I  r  .  !  •  I  .'.;  •  I  ■  t  ,-  '.  t.  •. 
If.  •  "..  ■;  »'.  i  »  ■  ■■■  i  '.  *  !.'.!.'•  1» 
*.■.••  ."!■..-/  !.;.•.!•■  I  1»  •■ 
.1-.  !  r  ;■  rr  t  M.  r  M  f  -"^  •  <  •  ■>•  f. 
v..'  :.•      :,    ••.       »  !»     -     ■«         '.    tj.-l   ••      I.  ! 

g.\-  •     •'     If  »  r-  •  .•  •  •     ;  I  .M  j  ?       I 

•  !.  .  .  k  ••  i>  .,■  i..  v.-  r  •.•:••■:  i  '■•■ 
■•.»  'I'l  -■••;.•  :«,:«.•.!•  1.  r  I 
N    :"•  ■  •      '«       >■    i    «;•'•.   r   '    •   J-   •:•.   ■ 

•  .  ,•  »       .     .  .i-.\   I-  •■    r     r     .    • '     •  •» 
y..-:-  '.     .    ■      r     »   •'       r    •■;.  •.  .•     •  •   ':i. 
!,•»;'    «•    '  •    »■  :■      •  ■  *      •   ».".'.   r-  '    ?•  Ii  •• 

I  ■     .•    .« ■    I ;•  I  .'••.■.•>•  »••  .n  I .'» I  • " 

\\  .    .:  \  .    .       .  .    M.         r-. 


in  i»nT  Why  iirl«-»-t  tii.-  j»«>»!»;>n  «■•(  -"-.r 
!'»• '\ti  I'.  iM'i^     «•  !  •  I'l  !'i-  n/V*  ?  .:, 

I»  ■.•:  :i..»r.  :■.!  r-:.  i  .  -i '  •'>.••.  «  11 
I..-.      .•    !    »;.-..r    '    >     M.     ..  •.    ■» 

f     •        .  -I      ....   i  '......>  •     • 

•'..     r..  .-    .      .      '  ■.    •'...    r.r:    ..!    N    :v. 
!  :       ;.      !  •'.     •  :'..   -    .»:.     '.    !,-     -r    j  !.  ..  :.'. 
"';      I-     :H.  1     I'.v    !■•    >■   I  .••'.'    I  !;  !•  ^- ■    .n 
{■,...   \  !.    ..    ...  ,.     ..    ,.  I.      ..    - 

M..     'il.\l-l"M        I     .•..   t;   •    .  ir- 
"•  r    A    .   ■..  r   I   • '.  i  .   ;•••    i'  !.■  •  .  t  II  •«• 

!■.-  :  .-  .•  ■■  -r.  •..  ■  •:■■.,  ,•  .••!>  i-i 
»  .•  i.-  "■.  1  -  >  I.  1  1  .  :•■  *.',.  1  .•  :.  I 
.'   .•  _•      .•  ..      .-.•  .     It:.     :  N    ,•  ,':  ...'.-, 

i>;!i        Mil.,   h 


1-  1  ,.l  ,.  1  .-.   .  I  l.l 


i    •    •       -i 


«:  .t  •.   •  .11 


•'....• 


ik!| 


!■  ■.  .1.    ■  :  • ' 

i.--    .'.  I",    t  ■      ^'    »'. 

..••i".   1  •  .  /.k  .■  ;.      .«.  '!    1 

:    .  \   •    ■  .-    ■!  .ri   ■  '    ir  i-  '-T     .i.l  I  :« 

..'...  :  .'  v.-  .!•.•-  ,  .:j..,  .1 
!...•■      .■  ■   :      ■  1-    •    \       .:    I  .  ;  V     :>  .  1 

.lik  II  .       '.        ..  :.    •    •     1     .    -r.  - 

1.        •  •■     •    .       ■•.  ••    :..     «.•>.    •■■..    '■  ,  !. 

•.,•.!.•..       !    >  :     !  ^■    1-.    It;-      .;     ■•  \ 

■.  :.  •  ..-.  •  ••  :'.  :•.■■!  .r:  -f 
l>.;!  :...i'  1"  !  ■»  ••!  •.•'.•  .!,•  •  1  •■'..iiik 
:'•   i!     «  i-     i'    .  .•     •-.■     •  .-.•■  :'.-  :•  1 

«.• .  •  ■    •'.•••     "■  ■     :•;••.■  r  i:  ..f 

"'■i  ir  i  .\  i  ■  !  «:  1  ■■:  \  •.  ■  r  k  •->  ..1 
^•.    A  •  .    .  I-       ....;.  II   r    M.». 

)-''.\    .    '  I   .1  .   ••   ■     .  •."  .     '.-      »  ;..     !.    .'       '       W- 

«  \  .-r  ,;  •  •.«.'".  ii'i*  •[  •  il  ;-.  ■:.'.!!•  . 
t  .  ■.•  I  M-  .'■■:■:  '.'.■  •  \  .:.■  •  ■■.  ]■  :■ 
'.■  '.  I  .  :  ;  -i  ■',  .•.!•!.:.  i-  •  •  ;  i'  -i 
» .'       .•    •  •'  I  '        ■      ■•«"    '•     "'■•    ■■'  * 

f.  %•  m'  ■•.  -i  !  ■-•'■•  i'  .■  '  .•'.•»• 
■•"•■;•■■■•»■•  ■ '  .  V  •  » • .»!.  ';  ;  I."-  .|'l'  * 
■  ■•-  »'..  :.  ;'•■•  '  'i'  ■.-  ■  i  •::•  •••■»!  Ili» 
«  .11  i  i».  !.«■»•:  .  '  •.■!.•.•-.•■.  fi'.  I 
V .f  1  ^- .'.  ■ .  '.  '•  ■.■.  •  .  n.  :-  «•!.  i».-»r>' 
'.\.-\'.  \:  vir  1-  I-:  .!•  I.  'A.  ::.''■  •  >' - 
I  ■.  •  «r.  i  .';  *•'  i''>  •;.-  r«  ;•■■  r. '.  »'•  I  r  i 
ii>      .i»    » • '.      .1.    :•■.     !    t- .,;t.     •   .iis.tri.  •. 

•  '  ••  .■■.f:  :  ■  T'  ).i\-  1  r.  ..  T.'  '•»  t!.« 
*'t    ■*       !    r    ;i    -  i'.    ;   ir|  •  ••■     vt '..  •,    n 

•  7.:     I.      '    "I  •      >•    •■  »'•       '■     »■' '  f "    "I' 
|,.-  ir     '.     '        :     ,  1    I-  .     .!•         f    •!  ■•• 
V       ! 


.1    !:.■    ..  i:  !     '.l.M 


II      IM'MM'M'  W'-l  1  i       I 

n  »'.  '.  ■  i>'»  •■  .  I  j;'.'.  1.  •,  1 1.  •  •  .  :.  iii 
m\  I*  .•  • '  .  ,"•  .'  ir  .*!  J  -  '.  »•  •-  •  '  ^■•» 
„•  ».  •  ■  ..  1  ^:•.  ■■'.  S  r:).*r  ...  ■  If 
].•■  :  -1-  •.  t  a  J  »rr.  ■,'.  ir  •;  j-  ■'■  •'■  '■•  !••• 
r  .  i»  '  •  r.!  .'i  I  |—f  •».  •.  !.•  i»r.  I  ■< 
Mr  W  ..'r;!  HI  .:.!  »..  W M.  •!.-  i  .••  ! 
V  '  i- •.•'•■•:, M.    •»»     w!.  it    "II'    ■<■    •"•- 

:.;  i'.        r      ■'.••r»  ;••■    ».  I  '■•■/»'  :    '■  < 

;  ..  •'.  ••  ■'.  ;.  •  •  !•■  !ii.  i-'ir.'ik.  :.  I.r 
th-  ».ir:  .  f  N    r'!.»  r  -  k 

Mil   <fI.\l'-I<«M       T'."  I  r*"  .~-  •!>- 

I  »'  .-..I..! 


1765 


Egypt— Tht 


lOOMMONSj 


Conftr0>u». 


1756 


Northbrook  is  a  matter  which  I  consider 
as  appertaining  rather  to  the  form  of 
the  Commission  given  than  as  one  to  be 
determined  in  substance  on  the  first 
stage  of  the  affair.  I  think  the  function 
of  the  Earl  of  Northbrook  would  corre- 
spond in  substance  with  that  which  has 
been  generally  designated  by  the  title 
of  High  Oommissioner.  I  presume  that 
will  be  the  title  given  to  the  Earl  of 
Northbrook  on  the  present  occasion. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  OOWEN :  Will  Par- 
liament be  made  acquainted  with  the 
Commission  and  the  terms  of  it,  in  the 
same  way  as  it  was  made  acquainted 
with  the  terms  of  the  Commission  which 
the  right  hon.  Oentleman  himself  ful- 
filled when  he  went  to  the  Ionian 
Islands  ? 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  Oh,  certainly; 
the  terms  of  the  Commission  will  be  laid 
before  Parliament. 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  As  the  prac- 
tical result  of  the  appointment  of  the 
Earl  of  Northbrook  will  be  to  produce 
considerable  delay,  I  think  we  have  a 
right  to  ask  what  are  the  particular 
subjects  connected  with  Egypt,  about 
which  the  Government  feel  their  igno- 
rance, and  about  which  they  would  like 
advice  ?  I  should  like  to  ask  whether  it 
is  on  the  subject  of  finance  that  they 
require  further  information  ;  or  whether 
it  is  on  the  subject  of  the  internal  ad- 
ministration of  Egypt  ?  I  think  it  must 
be  plain — but  perhaps  I  have  no  right  to 
make  any  comment. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  I  have  nothing 
to  add  to  the  statement  I  have  already 
made.  It  is  quite  evident  that  the  in- 
quiry might  include  finance  and  internal 
administration  as  well — that  is  to  say, 
we  have  asked  the  Earl  of  Northbrook 
to  report  and  advise  upon  the  counsel 
which  we  ought  to  offer  to  the  Egyptian 
Government,  and  to  advise  as  to  any 
steps  which  it  may  be  requisite  to  adopt 
in  connection  therewith. 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL 
said,  he  supposed  that  full  and  complete 
information  with  regard  to  the  Egyptian 
finances  would  be  laid  before  the  House. 
The  information  laid  before  the  Con- 
ference, the  French  Representatives 
contended,  was  essentially  defective. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE :  No  information 
on  the  internal  administration  of  Egypt 
has  been  laid  before  the  Conference. 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL  : 
And  on  finance  ? 

Mr.  Oladtione 


Mb.  GLADSTONE  :  The  information 
on  .finance  has  been  communicated  to 
the  House,  and  it  will  be  for  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  House  to  consider  whether  it 
is  defective  or  not. 

Sir  STAFFORD  NOETHCOTE: 
Would  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  inform 
the  House  whether  there  are  any  stepe 
connected  with  Egyptian  afiTairs,  finan- 
cial or  other,  which  the  Gk>vemmeni 
contemplate  taking  before  they  receive 
the  Earl  of  Northbrook's  advice  ? 

Me.  GLADSTONE :  It  is  impossible 
for  me  to  bind  myself,  to  give  an  answei 
on  that  subject.  It  might  depend  on 
necessities  which  might  arise  sponta- 
neously, lean  only  say  our  object  is  to 
have  the  advantage  of  the  Earl  of  North- 
brook's  inquiry  and  advice  on  the  gene- 
ral situation. 

Sir  STAFFORD  NORTHCOTE:  The 
object  of  my  Question  is  this.  Some 
months  ago  the  Government  informed 
us  that  the  financial  affairs  of  Egypt 
were  in  such  an  urgent  state  as  to  de- 
mand a  Conference  at  once.  That  Con- 
ference has  spent  some  months  in  its 
deliberations,  and  no  result  has  arisen 
from  them.  What  I  want  to  know  is, 
whether  the  Government  will  take  any 
steps  in  connection  with  the  financi^ 

Eosition  of  Egypt  before  Lord  North- 
rook  has  been  able  to  report  and  ad- 
vise? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE :  I  am  afraid  I 
must  still  say  that  it  would  be  very  diflS- 
cult  for  me  to  answer  that  Question.  I 
admit  there  is  a  very  urgent  state  of 
financial  affairs  in  Egypt ;  and  I  can 
conceive  it  to  be  quite  possible  that  ap- 
plication may  be  made  to  the  Govern- 
ment on  the  subject,  with  which  they 
wiU  deal  in  the  best  manner  they  can, 
pending  the  inquiry  and  Report.  But 
undoubtedly  it  is  not  our  intention  to 
take  any  step  of  a  definite  character 
which  can  be  avoided,  but  to  reserve  the 
situation,  as  far  as  possible,  entire  until 
the  completion  of  the  inquiry. 

Mb.  COLERIDGE  KENNARD:  Has 
any  reference  been  made,  on  the  part  of 
the  Government,  to  the  Ottoman  Porte  ? 

Mb.  GLADSTONE :  That  is  a  ques- 
tion of  great  importance,  on  which  it  is 
quite  impossible  for  me  to  enter  at  the 
present  moment.  This  and  other  ques- 
tions will  come  within  the  scope  of  the 
Earl  of  Northbrook's  inquiry,  and  any 
answer  on  the  point  would  necessarily 
be  premature. 
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Sir  H.  DEUMMOND  WOLFF:  If 
the  Govprnnient  has  not  consulted  the 
Porto,  by  what  right  do  they  send  a 
High  CJomraifisioner  to  make  inquiries 
into  the  condition  of  a  portion  of  the 
Porto's  Dominions  ?  When  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  sent  to  the  Ionian 
Islands  it  was  under  a  Treaty,  which 
enabled  us  then  to  appoint  such  an  offi- 
cial. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE:  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber has  referred  to  the  case  in  which  I 
was  High  Commissioner.  I  do  not  wish 
to  point  to  his  assertion  with  regard  to 
the  bearing  of  the  Treaty  on  which  that 
appointment  was  made  ;  but  he  is  quite 
premature,  and  has  mistaken  me  in  say- 
ing that  we  have  not  consulted  the  Porte, 
inasmuch  as  on  that  subject  I  have 
made  no  communication  whatever  to 
the  House. 

ORDERS     OF    THE    DAY. 


SUPPLY  —  RELIEF    OF   liENERAL 

GORDON  (VOTE  OF  CREDIT). 
Supply — eomidered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
(1.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 

a  sum,  not  exceeding:  £30(),000,  he 
L'to  Her  Miijesty,  beyond  the  ordinnry 
V  Parliament  of  1884-5,  to  enable  Her 
Wnjesty  to  undertake  operations  for  the  relief 
cf  General  Gordon,  should  they  become  neces- 
aarv,  and  to  make  certain  preparations  in  respect 
thCTeof." 

Ma.  GLADSTONE:  Sir,  the  state- 
ment which  I  shall  have  to  make  in 
proposing  this  Vote  of  Credit,  which 
you.  Sir,  have  already  read  from  the 
[  Chair,  will  be,  I  hope,  not  a  very 
'  lengthened  one,  will  be  simple  in  its 
character,  and,  I  trust,  not  involving 
any  highly  contentious  matter.  The 
purpose  of  the  Vote  of  Credit  is  de- 
scribed in  general  terms  upon  the  face 
of  the  Paper  which  has  been  placed  in 
the  hands  of  Members,  and  I  will  refer 
a  little  more  particularly  to  the  ba.sis 
upon  which  our  proposition  rests.  Sir, 
the  Committee  is  well  aware  that  we 
are  under  pledges  as  regards  General 
Gordon  to  aid  him  by  military  means 
in  a  certain  contingency.  Perhaps  it 
may  be  desirable  that  I  should  refer 
particularly  to  the  nature  of  those 
pledges,  though  I  believe  they  are  gene- 
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rally  in  the  recollection  of  the  Com- 
mittee. They  are  to  be  fonnd  in  tele- 
grams that  are  in  the  possession  of  the 
House,  doted  April  23  and  May  17, 
and  they  are  to  bo  found  in  various  de- 
clarations made  by  myself  in  this  House, 
and  by  Earl  Granville  in  the  other 
House  of  Parliament.  But,  Sir,  they 
are  to  be  found  especially — as  I  am 
now  addressing  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  the  House  of  Commons,  perhaps, 
pays  the  g^reatest  attention  to  what  is 
addressed  by  responsible  Ministers  of 
the  Crown  to  itself — they  are  to  be  found 
especially  in  a  speech  delivered  by  my 
noble  Friend  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  (the  Mnrquess  of  Hartington)  on 
the  13th  of  May,  when  he  dealt  more 
fully  with  this  portion  of  the  subject 
than  any  of  his  Colleagues  had  done  on 
any  previous  occasion.  I  nm  quoting 
from  Z7/j«Mrrf,  May  13,  page  233;  and 
I  will,  first  of  all,  refer  to  certain  sen- 
tences. My  noble  Friend  then  stated 
that,  before  an  expedition  for  the  relief 
of  General  Gordon  could  be  ordered  or 
announced,  it  wos  necessary  to  have  the 
clearest  proof  of  its  necessity.  He  stated 
that  such  an  expedition  would  not  be 
justified  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
General  Gordon  to  smash  or  overpower 
the  Mahdi ;  nor  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
a  satisfactory  Government  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  Soudan  ;  nor  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  the  gai-risons  of  the  , 
Soudan  to  march  out  with  the  honours 
of  war ;  and  my  noble  Friend  went  on 
to  say,  in  a  passage  which  I  will  now 
quote — 

"  We  must  be  satisfied,  as  far  as  it  is  possible 
for  us  to  satisfy  ourselves,  that  such  an  expe- 
dition is  necessary  to  secure  the  safety  of  Gene- 
ral Gordon,  and  of  those  for  whose  safety  ho 
has  made  himself  responsihle.  It  is  necessary 
that  we  should  be  satisfied  that  the  original 
view  as  to  the  possibility  of  evacuation  is  now 
impossible  of  execution.  General  Gordon  will 
not  be  called  upon  by  the  Government  to  do 
anything  which  will  bo  derogatory  to  liis  honour 
or  to  his  character.  Tliose  who  have  trusted 
themselves  in  his  service,  those  who  have  fought 
for  him,  who  have  increased  the  perils  in  which 
they  stood  before  by  entering  his  service,  no 
doubt.  General  Gordon  is  reaponsible  for,  and 
cannot  desert ;  bpt  there  is  no  reason  to  believe 
that,  if  escape  is  possible  for  him,  it  is  not  also 
possible  for  those  who  stand  towards  him  in  the 
relation  which  I  have  described." — (3  Uamard, 
[j88]  233-4.) 

The  telegram,  which  is  before  the  Com- 
mittee, and  which  is  dated  May  17, 
was  conceived  in  the  spirit  of  those  ex- 
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pressions.  And  now  I  think  I  need  not 
enter  into  any  minute  description ;  but 
I  will  rather  remind  the  Committee  of 
what  has  taken  place ;  and,  not  seeking 
in  any  degree  either  to  extend  or  con- 
tract those  pledges,  I  think  I  may 
assume  that  the  Committee  is  fully 
aware  that  we  have  given  pledges  to 
aid  General  Gordon  in  a  certain  con- 
tingency. Next,  I  am  bound  to  say  that 
we  consider  that  these  pledges,  in  a 
general  sense,  were  approved  by  Parlia- 
ment. Some  may,  perhaps,  have  thought 
they  went  too  far,  and  some  may  have 
thought  they  did  not  go  far  enough ; 
but,  speaking  of  the  general  body  of  the 
Committee,  we  are  under  the  belief  that 
these  pledges  were  approved,  and  that 
I  need  not  now  argue  in  support  of  the 
principle  on  which  they  rest,  or  go  back 
upon  a  field  which  we  have  traversed  to 
a  sufficient  extent  on  former  occasions. 
Well,  now.  Sir,  we  and  the  country 
have  been  under  very  considerable  em- 
barrassment from  the  want  of  direct 
official  communication  with  General  Gor- 
don. That  difficulty  has  beset  us,  and 
to  no  inconsiderable  extent  perplexed 
U8  for  a  time  which  is  now  approaching 
no  less  than  four  months.  But,  although 
there  has  been  this  want  of  official  com- 
munication with  General  Gordon,  yet, 
in  the  absence  of  such  communication, 
there  has  been  a  series  of  reports  which 
has  reached  us,  and  which,  although 
they  cannot  be  placed  upon  a  footing 
with  direct  and  responsible  accounts, 
yet,  when  taken  together,  may  be  held 
to  have  considerable  importance,  and 
undoubtedly,  I  think,  have  acted  a  good 
deal  more  upon  the  mind  of  the  public, 
who  are  so  deeply  interested  in  the 
safety  of  General  Gordon.  These  re- 
ports have  not  been  altogether  uniform 
in  their  character.  For  instance,  upon 
a  particular  occasion — namely,  the  4th 
of  July — one  of  the  London  journals — 
and  in  referring  to  the  London  journals 
I  may  say  that,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to 
judge,  all  those  varied  reports  have  been 
perfectly  impartial,  and  have  not  been 
altered  or  modified  for  the  purpose  of 
supporting  any  particular  view — at  one 
time  the  reports  in  one  journal  had 
been  more  favourable  or  more  unfavour- 
able and  at  other  times  the  reverse ; 
but  in  quoting  from  them  generally  I 
quote  without  the  slightest  reference  to 
anything,  except  to  the  fact  that  such  a 
telegram  has   reached    this    country — 
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well,  I  think  it  was  on  the  4th  and  5tL 
of  July  that  reports  in  7%«  Dailjf  TeU- 
graph,  which  had  previously  had  some 
reports  of  a  very  favourable  character, 
came  to  convey  the  darkest  view  of  th( 
case  that  was  brought  before  us  witl 
respect  to  Khartoum  and  General  Qor 
don.  On  the  4th  of  July  we  were  told 
that  the  town  had  been  captured  with- 
out difficulty  by  the  Mahdi ;  that  nc 
massacre  had  taken  place,  however 
and  that  General  Gordon  was  safe,  but 
that  he  entirely  declined  to  quit  th( 
place.  On  the  5th  of  July  there  wa; 
also  a  statement  to  the  effect  that  Khar- 
toum was  in  possession  of  the  Mahdi; 
but  when  we  came  to  look  at  the  sourcec 
we  found  that  the  report  of  the  4th  came 
from  the  insurgent  Army  itself,  which  re- 
presented that  Khartoum  had  been  cap' 
tured ;  and  the  reports  of  the  5  th  ol 
July  from  what  are  described  as  Native 
sources.  But,  Sir,  speaking  generally, 
such  has  not  been  the  tenour  of  the  re- 
ports that  have  been  received.  On  the 
whole,  they  have — some  may  think  to  s 
very  high  degree,  some  may  think  in  a 
lower  degree,  and  upon  that  I  do  no< 
enter  at  all ;  but  in  some  degree  oi 
other  they  have  converged  towards  cer- 
tain points.  The  points  to  which  thej 
have  converged  have  been  what  may  be 
termed  the  safety  of  General  Gordon, 
in  the  sense  in  which  that  term  is  ap- 
plicable to  a  man  who  is  in  a  counto] 
where  fighting  is  going  on,  and  in  i 
town  foreign  to  him,  and  likewise  to  hie 
power  to  remove  from  Khartoum,  ii 
considerations  of  honour  or  prudence,  oi 
whatever  motives  may  govern  the  mind 
of  that  heroic  man,  should  dictate  sucb 
a  course.  I  may  just  quote  in  support 
of  what  I  say  two  reports,  which 
came  from  The  Daily  Newt'  Correspon- 
dent on  the  30th  of  June.  On  the  30tli 
of  June  that  journal  —  and  perhape 
other  journals ;  but  I  do  not  know 
— that  journal  gave  a  report  whicli 
was  brought  by  certain  pilgrims  tc 
Suakin,  and  their  report  was  to  the 
effect  that  the  town  of  Khartoum  was 
all  right  on  the  23rd  of  May,  and  that 
food  was  plentiful  there.  They  had  also 
a  report  of  pilgrims  who  had  arrived  at 
Tahkrova,  and  who  gave  the  very  same 
account  which  came  from  another  place, 
that  all  was  well  at  Khartoum  on  the 
23rd  of  May,  and  that  food  and  water 
were  sufficient  for  its  supply.  I  quote 
this   as  an  illustration  of  the   way  in 
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undertake  operations  for  the  relief  of 
General  Goraon  should  they  become  ne- 
cessary. Besides  that,  we  hope  we  shall 
thus  obtain  the  direct  authority  of  Par- 
liament to  certain  preparations  con- 
nected therewith.  Well,  Sir,  these  pre- 
parations are  preparations  which  are 
to  be  explained  oy  the  condition  and  cir- 
cumstances of  Egypt,  and  the  condition 
of  season  and  climate  under  which  com- 
munications may  be  carried  on  in  that 
country.  They  are  preparations  as  dis- 
tinguished from  operations.  \^fMughUr 
by  Mr.  Ashmkad-Bahtlett.]  Perhaps 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Eye  (Mr.  Ashmead-Bartlett)  may  have 
a  better  mode  of  description  ;  but  I 
think  I  convey  a  tolerably  clear  idea  to 
the  minds  of  the  Committee  when  I 
speak  of  preparations  as  distinguished 
from  operations.  The  Yote  in  itself  is 
rather,  perhaps,  a  Vote  of  principle  than 
anything  else — I  mean  to  say,  rather  a 
Vote  of  principle  than  the  representation 
of  an  exact  figure.  A  figure  we  must 
present,  and  we  must  regulate  it  by 
what  appear  to  us  to  be  the  dictates  of 
good  sense ;  but  it  is  impossible  for  us, 
until  this  contingency  arises — and  God 
forbid  it  should  arise ! — a  sentiment  in 
which,  I  hope,  we  all  join— but  until 
this  contingency  should  arise,  it  would 
be  impossible  for  us  to  form  an  accurate 
estimate  of  the  demands  that  may  be 
made  upon  us.  What  I  look  at  is  the 
assent  of  Parliament,  such  as  we  con- 
ceive it  to  be,  to  the  pledges— I  might 
even  say  as  regards  a  great  portion  of 
the  Committee- but,  at  least,  to  those 
pledges  into  which  we  have  entered  as 
respects  General  Gordon,  and  the  autho- 
ri^  which  we  feel  was  placed  in  cur 
hands  to  act  according  to  the  dictates  of 
prudence  and  justice  upon  those  pledges 
under  cover  of  the  Yote  which  we  ask 
Parliament  to  give  us.  With  respect  to 
the  particular  preparations,  I  think  the 
Committee  will  feel  with  me  that  it 
would  not  be  for  the  public  interest  that 
I  should  enter  into  any  explanations 
whatever.  In  our  opinion,  it  would  be 
of  no  advantage  even  to  the  object  of 
those  who  sought  information,  inasmuch 
as  the  information^must  at  present  ne- 
cessarily be  partial,  and,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, therefore,  misleading.  What  we 
feel  is  this — it  is  impossible  for  us  to 
judge,  unless  and  until  the  contingency 
arrives,  in  what  way,  by  what  specific 
means  and  form  of  action,  that  con  tin- 
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genoy  ought  to  be  met.    Itia  plainly, 

therefore,  our  duty  to  reserve  to  our- 
selves, subject  to  our  responsibility  to 
Parliament,  a  full  discretion  in  the 
choice  of  the  best,  the  most  prudent,  and 
the  most  effective  methods  of  proceed- 
ing. Any  explanations  that  might  now 
be  entered  into  with  respect  to  prepara- 
tions would  tend  to  limit  that  field  of 
action,  and,  I  may  also  say,  it  might 
have  other  inconvenience  in  Eg^pt  itself 
of  a  character  more  direct  and  more  im- 
mediately bearing  on  the  purpose  which, 
if  the  occasion  arises,  we  should  have  in 
view.  I  believe  I  have  new  stated  to 
the  Committee  all  that  it  appears  neces- 
sary to  state  in  order  to  convey  the 
double  purpose  of  this  Vote — the  major 
purpose,  to  obtain  the  authority  of  Par- 
liament, for  acting,  as  circumstances 
may  require,  upon  our  responsibility; 
and  the  secondary  and  subsidiary  pur- 
pose of  taking  such  steps  as  may  appoar 
to  my  noble  Friend  and  his  advisers, 
with  the  sanction  of  the  Cabinet,  in  the 
way  of  military  preparation,  as  prudence 
may  appear  to  require,  when  the  matter 
is  considered  in  connection  with  the 
peculiarities  of  Egypt,  and  what  may  be 
required  by  the  seasons  of  the  year,  or 
in  order  that  we  may  not  be  taken  un- 
awares, should  the  time  come.  On  these 
ground.^  I  hope  it  will  be  found  by  the 
Committee  that  there  is  no  novelty  of 
principle  in  the  proposal  we  now  make ; 
that  it  is  simply  an  attempt  on  our  part 
to  place  ourselves  in  a  condition  to 
redeem  the  honourable  engagements 
under  which  we  have  come  to  Parlia- 
ment and  to  the  country,  in  view  of  cir- 
cumstances when  Parliament  itself  would 
have  been  prorogued,  and,  therefore, 
when  we  should  not  have  had  a  direct 
and  immediate  means  of  obtaining  its 
authority  by  the  summary  method  of  an 
immediate  application.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  beg  to  present  the  Vote 
of  Credit  which  has  been  placed  in 
your  hands. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE  said,  he  did  not 
understand  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Prime  Minister  to  have  asserted  that 
universal  assent  was  given  to  the  pledges 
he  had  mentioned  when  they  were  made 
in  the  House.  He  did  not  think  anyone 
would  contest  that  when  those  pledges 
were  given,  it  was  upon  the  full  and 
distinct  understanding  that  General 
Gordon  was  acting  in  accordance  with 
his   instructions,  and  the  orders  given 
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had  to  pay  for  this  expedition  to  Saakin. 
What  did  they  gain  from  the  Suakin 
Expedition  ?  It  cost  a  number  of  valu- 
able lives  and  a  large  amount  of  money. 
The  present  Yote  was  only  £300,000; 
but  u  an  expedition  for  the  relief  of 
General  Oordon,  was  undertaken  it  would 
cost  very  much  more  than  £300,000 — 
£300,000  was  a  mere  sop.  Parliament 
would  next  Session  be  asked  to  agree 
to  a  Vote  of  £3,000,000,  and  would  be 
told  that  they  had  already  assented  to 
such  expenditure  by  agreeing  to  the 
present  Vote.  The  Prime  Minister  him- 
self stated  that  it  was  a  Vote  of  prin- 
ciple ;  and  it  was  precisely  because  it 
was  a  Vote  of  principle  that  he  objected 
to  it.  The  principle  was  whether  they 
ought,  or  ought  not,  to  do  their  best  to 
get  General  Gordon  back  ?  The  principle 
was  that  they,  and  not  the  bondholders, 
ought  to  pay  for  the  expedition  which 
had  been  made  necessary  owing  to  the 
misdeeds  of  the  Egyptians  themselves 
in  the  Soudan.  General  Gordon  was 
sent  out  to  bring  away  the  garrisons  by 

Eeaceful  means  if  he  possibly  could,  and 
o  had  had  ample  opportunities  of  doing 
80.  He  would  not  detain  the  Committee 
further;  but  he  should  certainly  take 
the  opinion  of  the  Committee  upon  the 
Vote. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  said,  he 
felt  himself  to  bo  in  n  very  great  di- 
lemma as  to  the  vote  which  he  ouglit  to 
give.  He  had  no  objection  to  a  definite 
sum  of  £300,000,  or  two  or  three  times 
£300,000,  in  order  to  enable  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  to  got  General  Gor- 
don out  of  Africa,  and  put  him  in  some 
safe  place  from  which  he  would  not 
be  likely  to  broak  out  again ;  but,  as 
the  Prime  Minister  had  just  said,  this 
was  not  a  Vote  of  £300,000,  but  a  Vote 
of  principle,  which  might  involve  the 
necessity  of  their  entering  into  a  cam- 
paign in  Central  Africa,  and  it  was  per- 
fecOy  evident  that  if  they  were  to  enter 
into  a  campaign  in  Central  Africa, 
£300,000  would  be  a  mere  drop  in  the 
ocean.  The  Committee  might  find,  when 
they  came  back  in  October,  tliat  they 
had  committed  themselves  to  an  expedi- 
tion which  might  cost  £10,0n0,0UU  and 
many  thousands  of  lives.  That  was  the 
question  upon  which  he  wished  to  have 
a  clear  answer,  and  he  was  afraid,  if 
he  were  to  bo  guided  by  the  words  of 
the  Prime  Minister,  the  aoawer  would 

J/r.  Lthouchtrt 


be  that  they  wottld  be  committed.  At 
all  events,  he  wanted  to  know  whether, 
if  the  Committee  voted  this  sum  of 
£300,000.  Her  Majesty's  Government 
would  agree  not  to  incur  any  more 
expenditure  than  this  £300,000  would 
cover,  before  Parliament  re-assembled 
in  October?  If  he  were  to  understand 
that  they  were  only  voting  to  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  a  definite  sum,  and 
that  no  increased  expense  would  be  in- 
curred until  Parliament  was  called  to- 
gether ngnin,  he  would  be  prepared  to 
assent  to  the  Vote  ;  but  he  was  not  pre- 

Eared  to  agree  to  a  Vote  which  would 
e  practically  in  tlio  nature  of  a  blank 
cheque,  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  be  used  without  restraint. 
He  trusted  to  the  good  sense  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  prevent  a 
great  campaign  ;  but  he  was  unwilling 
to  subject  them  to  the  pressure,  wliich 
he  knew  they  would  bo  subjected  to, 
in  regard  to  undertaking  a  campaign. 
Although  he  believed  that  General 
Gordon  was  very  much  in  fault  himself 
in  regard  to  the  position  in  which  ho 
was  now  placed,  still  he  admitted  that 
they  were  bound  to  relieve  him  if  it 
could  be  done  on  reasonable  terms. 
With  him  (Sir  George  Campbell)  it  was 
very  much  a  matter  of  amount.  Look- 
ing at  all  the  circumstances,  it  seemed 
to  him  that  there  was  a  danger  of  enter- 
ing into  an  enormous  campaign  in  thn 
deserts  of  Africa  which  must  necessarily 
cost  them  thousands  of  lives,  and  in 
regard  to  which  Mr.  Stanley  told  them 
that  their  soldiers  would  die  like  flics, 
while  the  cost  would  amount  to  many 
millions  of  money.  He  could  not  con- 
scientiously vote  for  a  war  of  that  kind, 
and  certainly  not  at  the  present  moment, 
until  it  was  known  that  General  Gordon 
had  exhausted  every  other  means  of 
escaping  by  way  of  the  Nile,  or  by  the 
means  which  Mr.  Stanley  ])ointed  out. 
The  great  difficulty  was  for  General 
Gordon  to  take  away  with  him  tho 
Egyptians  who  had  trusted  him.  As  to 
the  number  of  Egyptians  who  were 
likely  to  follow  him,  there  might  be 
many  who  would  prefer  to  make  their 
own  terms  with  the  rebels,  instead  of 
going  with  General  Gordon.  The  expe- 
rience had  hitherto  been  that  whenever  an 
attempt  was  made  by  a  garrison  to  oome 
to  terms  with  the  enemy,  no  massacre  had 
followed.     But  he  agreed  with  Mme  of 


17A9  Suf^l^—RtUff  tf        tArir*T  5.  1444)  fSntral  n->ri»m.  1770 

hi*li-n   rrion<l»  tu'lciw  him.  ihiil 'Ji-n- r«l  I  »M- ?i   h"   hi«   jn-rf-ir:;'-!   t)i»  wurk   h* 

Ifiii  i '!i  )i  111  •■!!!•  ri  •!  Mi«>ii  a  i.r.»>i(  n< '.I'-M  ir.  !•.•■   ■  k        \'  ?'.•    •■  i-.  ■•  •:!i.'     I  •  .itit:ii! 

ill  MM    ii  i .1  I  II'.:  !•  ■  «-iIi  ••II  til"  i:.i^:-  h-  .].  I  .'  •  :   li,:  V r..  ;.il  O-r  !••!.'* 

t»r»  •  .J.J   ■:•  "I  ':.■   .   .  .t.T%  .   ill.'!.  ;'i-ri         ■■••     ■;    ■  •   •:.  it    !!•  r    M  ij.  •"\'«  ii<i- 

l-'i-  I.-    S;r'i'     t^-t'.Mi.l^-'A    >«..(i!.|  •  i:  I  \- t:.-    ■  :  •    t.n.-    :•.•'     •.  •!    :ti.l«!!'!-    ili»- 

a<  1.'   Iii'l  '  ■  «•  •!.    ••>  •.i\:!..-  'Iiii!.  :•:  iti.%  .T  I  ■   ■■    !  •  /!  If.  '.  ■■%  :)•'  iiiiy  !ln'v  )iiivo 

€.!•••    i.->  u  |.<  !•  i'i_\   S- »..•••  i  .!•■'. !i«  .1  !r-   iV    !  r.  i"  !'    I'     :i*  I  •  til  l-t'f    f. 

till.!..:-  ".   .    I..t    !,■   w.>'iM  i.-t  V"t"  1  T  :«  I.  •  I-  I- ■;.   •.«!.»■   «••  «!.  .i;  1  i..:   tiM:«t 

jr    .!    it  wi  r-    !■   <   ■iii!i.i!   :!ii'  <   .■iii!r»    ;•  •.      1 1    •..:■.•.•  •.■    .-,    :    !..\::.,{    ii-:.i-ril 

i;..'..<  .1- ir.iM-   1.  il'.li?:«-»  ln.|..t"   Pari.,  'i   •  '   •        1  i.  ■•.•    i-..  i«  ;f  »    » ;.;■!!    it    n 

tin -it     ii-.i--:;iM'  1     111     til"     tii.-tith     ••;  !...«    J-:    J-   «■   !    *■    !  i'k-      •  .jrl.t    to    h»»t» 

P.!   I'>r  I  • .  ;4   '  !»•  II   !:..i!iy   m  .;.'i.«   a^  <    f.-r   hi« 

Ml.    ilolKKI*.      I   i.-.i  not  <iy  tli.it  !•  ::•!'.  !.  :t   .i'.-!i  'i^li  t)»->  iir>'  tak>n   at 

it    1-    I.    t     liij     .I.'.  :.t.-.-;    t"    ..|ijM.«.'    tJ.  •  t...     !i.'    •..;:. •tit.   I    i.-Jx-  th- V    tlu-iV    Ii'>t 

V..'.  111.  til".  t.T.irj.  I  I.  !;■  »f  Mut  It  Ji  .\.  •.  \.  '...,  lit.  •  >:.  tlii  Mtli  ..f 
w:il  |.    •  .*  i- «•.  ii- 1  il  •'ijij-.-rt  ■■II  til."  •i.i"  M  i\     "li"   ^..i.t.iry   .■(  ."»t.i'"    f^r    Wnr 

oi  tti"  <  ■.■li.ii..". .         Hii»    It    il.M«   ii]>|M.|ii  t:i.  :  •    •■•■1    •'.••   I   >li'.!.^'- ;..  :•  «   tlint    liiU«t 

H'liiH  H  i.  1*  ii.if'l  ti|>..:i  nii-.ii:ii  !:i\  i'ri' ii"i«,  .ir:—  !  •  t.-t-    'ii  ■ 'i   v- f.!:..  s.t  ■•.-iI!   t»k>' 

■I..1  I  -;■.•<  i.ii.y    .j..;.  ;.:••.  t.i  h'ln-  t  i   ••iji-  .'.j..  i   t  '•    •  |.  !:••:      I...    I'r.iii.'  MiM»t«T 

jt.'ll    .1    I'l    J.  ■.•.t..|i    I  !    tli;..    i^.t-A        It    1-  .1 ■:  '..    ■•'•   ■  n   :•.  ••  .i-.\     .!  tti  ■•••  fli- 

livi-  !:i.  !iti.»  .I,;.!  •111.  ••  I  V.  •.'HI.   1  ;  .  -ni .  t  t./.  ;     :.  «     I.  i-..-      i:   -■  ;.       ' '•.    ?'.••    i   in- 

ill  th.H  II--....  ti..i'   I  ti. ..•..•:.•    •■ :  'ti;         !  ■■    "  •  ■    >    •■    ;;.  !;    i"  •    '.)..\'    ''n-V 

«:./    .  .*      !   <i.  I.,  r.il    <■    I  i  .-i    w    '.i!  i    |.:  •  !■...•:"   i:t;\.    :      I  ''i  ■  il  1  i.Jw  t  •  k'.-^W 

|..i'  ii    t"-,'.:    .:.   !'i"   'i  ■».!:.:;■  ;;•     !•.:'.({  «1.  .'     ■     •'.•./.;.   \     l|.:     Mi;.<*i'«    <i.i. 

C..-..J"  I  .  !  t..  ••■!.  !   »  I -.1.  •  :■.  r- ..  i.  ;.  •..  i-t;.--..!'   ■  \|    ••.•:    t.    mr  »••  .*       Wl.nt 

\\'i.   .i:  ■     :  ■    i    «  .•  .1   I:..  .i»..r  I'.l..    ill*  ■    ■!.•  •  .•.     .  \      .  n       • '■  .     ■*■   i*'.    ..f  ti-li.  r*l 

t-i!.  •     1  ••;  it  -•.  j.       r.  ."   I.  ■■«  t:i«t  iii-ii;  «•  1 1    •  ;    ■  .:•'■.■  i    ■. .t  >■••   mutt- 

t!.'    !     .;.    .!•.!..    It  •\fH.-..- :.'   :ti   -•.!.»•  i:..;  t    r  '     !.    .v.'.     r'    vt  v^i-f..  *  iin>«» 

h.!..  :.j.  .11  f   I"   M   •-.■:      .t    ;«..,t'ii'»     1  l''..j:     J.        I",  .t    .•    ;•   .  !■■  ir  t  nut  •  i.-lii-rnl 

t !.;:.»    '  ■  ■;  •      .r  '  •  "t   •  .  I.   ,.  I.   ti.i..  r.ii  •<   i.;  .•,..;•.•.•,.•.■■:.•:  j-  r.l       I  ■!■>  ii-it 

It  !  !  .u  .1'.  i  f.  ■•••  »  i,  .  ;.»\.  «t  ..  »  t..  |..  I  •  \  ■  ■'■  .1"  t',..r.  ;•  .1- \  If  r.  r:.m>.|jt  in 
)■.-.  Ill-  -•::  •it.  •  •..'  •'■.  i. -n  M.-,'.:  I  .;  ;  ■  •»  •  ':.  »  .:  1  !.ii.  tr.  .it.-l  it« 
f  .r  N'.r  ■.  I-  ;  ■  ;.  ^l :  I  i"  ■  .  !..  r.  >  ;.  \:  ^■•  \  :  ■  ■  •  >  '  r;'  ..-•  ■  •  t  .;i  tli" 
<  ••  li-  tix'i  'in:  ;■...:•■:.  ■■  .•.,■-.:»■  <l  v  i .  "  .•  !  |.  r  \I  .-..•%-  i  •»•  r:.-..<.i.t 
N..tvii!;:«'.  1-.  i.i  ^-    t         :...-.     ..I    t:..-    W  ■       ''.ii.    ■:     .•     ;'■    •     :i.  <i    r:    ::        N    tliiii,? 

Tfii.-  ..i.t  I  .  -I.  ;.:.^     .• '  »•  !.■■!  .. '  •  .f  :  ■■..  .  i-.    '       •     •  •     :  •/:  i  .  !  ..   t  .  »•;   th"  •    ;.- 

*  !.•  !i  •'..  J   ■■» .  :•■  ■  •  ••  I  '..i   ;.    t    .'1    .1  J     -        .i  II  '■:•'.•'  i    \    r:.v.. ..•  r«.'>|'«»  t 

t.  ■•!  •.*.•..■.»  ■  \  I  •. .  « ..  it  ■  ..  «■  ..  ;  I  ..  If.  •..  r  .'.  '  t  t  ;  •,  w  r  ■  t  •  t;.--  M-i.lir  "f 
t.  •  I  .-.  ...  •:,  .  I-.  |.  :  .■■  t  I  If  :..  r.i.  I  •..■  ^  ...!..  I  ;■■;.!.■.'!.;■  .~  ;!  'i'—  rttsl 
^^    fi    :.    .»    ::.!    .'.      !     .;•  ..r  ,•■■:.  I    r   tl;.      l-i   t  .1.  '  .    %■:■■•■•        ]'■  .•    :»'."''i..-.ii;h  th«» 

I  '..  :  .:.  ■»:        .  ;.••  ■.'.,  i.  :"      k  ""i  •  M.»       j  r-  -•  ■  t    \     ■■•      •    |.r     i.-'.t    !    rw  i:  I    T'TT 

r.  '..  .»;.■:  ■  irr..  i  .'.  ■■  .'.  I  ■■.;.■..  •  .»  t  ir  I  i  u'.  ;  .it  t;.--  I.1-'  :;.■•:!.•  i.'  I  1  .ill 
•«  I  ■!.  I  »•  :.i  ••  t;.  i'  •  ..  •  i.»  •  .-1  .:..  i.i;..  ..».•  .r.  ■  •■  i.  .'!.•...  i.l  ".it  1  ai:i  i:...»t 
«.i..i:.  .'.j     •'.    \-  .»•..»     !,.   m  .'.1' li  I.i     l.ij  I  I     '■■■    >'   •  •■    t'..  •..    :    %    :  .    »'    >  artif**! 

i..\-  •..  :  :•  .1- .r.i' .V  ■  •  ij  ;  ••■'.  :  ■  '-w-  ■'  if  '•  '.  !'.■.•  t  t;.  i'.  tl.:it.  I  n.iijr 
».■•■•  .  .:.  .  •  ;-.-■».  '  1'-  "f. ;.  r.i.  •  n  ■  ■  i'  •'■.r  ..•  it  .^i  .  :;.■  ■  i  il«  » ;:;•  !i 
li.i:    :.  !.  i>    •;•    .    .»   :.    •.  •;•''    ri..  •!     ••:•      j:     .     ".    .     Ir  ■■  .    t'.»    Itfi.- ii.    .ili'I 

t!.'-    ;  .t\    ■  ■      .     :■}•.»    t      J  ■  r:    :■..   .i.",     ••« :.     .  !.     ■     .  t.  .1    t  ■    I.  »|.|  •  i.    ill   r«* 

jjr-   .t  ,•    .    .    ';\    .  .  I  „•:    it     ;.  •    •  !    ,'     •Ji.  •  •    ■  :     1  r-  •  •  r  ..    '  f    r  i    1       I    'iM    'itil"' 

nt  t:..    -.I-        •  ■    .       •■    ■   I.     I    •  .  :  »      !    :..■     .  ir.    •     i"    i-.-.    •    •  >.  ir-  •  •  ....  Ii    II-  r    .M* 
!:..■»!.%  :;.     ^«  « i..   '.  :..  %i   •        i  •!•.   t    •  •  .•<    _..'..••    \ .  1        .  ■  t  •:.i-.   ;  :    j-  ••■  f  r   tln» 
.      .■.■:»     ;.   :      ■•.  :     a.    .    t  \    :      '.:.,•     .«:   t.      •■.•:..•  f   t  1    :.   n:.  i   t!..    il- • 

?•     .  i  I!.        II..  :.  I.     I    .1    .    .,  ,:•■    •  ir.  »    t.   :    ;     :•••.■.    I..;:..  ■  i..    !•••  rlif..r 

pi-  •  •    ;   .     ■.-.■■  I-  I    •     !  t..     ••  :  i.  ■.    -  .:  ;    :•■:!»:.:.    u- :  •'.•■h.mu  i-ti 

!       J-    «■  ;     ■  I     .    .  .  :   .    :   -    .     ..•.•.•;.•-  :  •    •  •     -  .-..  :• 

..!   i.l     .-.  .:.   •     -        j.    •      .     .    .  -       ..  1;  ■;  J.;:'  I.  \\\  .■»">■      I  Bf..  li  .» 

I  .1   .  .    ••  .  •    .--   •   »:.itf.   ■:  ••     -     .It  I  .  .-.  ■•.      .    ■ -.      »  ..f  nil  (.  I.     Kr-..  1. 1 

r-  •  ..t     :..  II  t     •-.■.•  r  I.     "  f    :  .    T.  •      ■•.  -  .1    :  „-'■  "     ^  :   >  >.     r^'-    '  .t::.j  l.<-.;       a* 

M;-«.  :.  •..■•  ,••;■.  •  '.  !.:.,■.»:.  .  »  .  t..  •  •  I  •  *..  i  ■•  .:.  '  ..»  :  »tti  r  I  act 
l,»v.-    ■•    •  :.   1  -,1.-    ;     ■  :..»:.-    r    .:.     T.  r\         ,r    ■    •    i     ;:     •.".   :.  t..  t.  .•  \  ..tr 


1771  8\tpplg—R»l%»f  of         {COMMONS] 


Stntral  Oorion. 


177a 


First,  of  all,  I  feel  bound  to  consider 
what  was  the  object  with  which  General 
Oordon  was  sent  out.  There  is  no  doubt 
about  that,  because  we  were  told  in 
Her  Majes^'s  Speech  from  the  Throne 
that  General  Gordon  had  been  sent 
out — 

"  To  report  on  the  beat  means  of  giving  effect 
to  the  resolution  of  the  Khedive  to  withdraw 
from  the  interior  of  the  Soudan." 

He  went  out  on  this  Mission  entirely  at 
his  own  risk,  knowing  the  danger  and 

§repared  to  take  the  consequences, 
'here  is  no  doubt  about  that,  because 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  distinctly 
stated  that  in  this  House,  on  the  3rd  of 
April,  and  explained  that — 

"  Qeneral  Oordon  left  this  country  with  a 
most  distinct  and  clear  understanding,  repeated 
over  and  over  again  by  himself,  that  the  Mission 
which  he  was  going  to  undertake  was  one  which 
he  was  prepared  to  undertake  with  such  resources 
as  he  might  find  on  the  spot ;  and  ho  distinctly 
understood  that  it  was  not  a  part  of  tho  policy 
of  the  Qovemment,  in  despatching  that  expedi- 
tion, to  risk  having  to  send  a  fresh  expedition 
for  the  relief  of  Khartoum  or  any  similar 
garrisons."— (3  Hantard,  [a86j  UK.) 

It  is  quite  clear,  therefore,  that  General 
Gordon  went  out  knowing  that  he  was 
not  to  have  an  Army  sent  to  his  rescue 
under  any  circumstances.  That  being 
the  case,  and  that  being  the  clear  inti- 
mation given  by  the  Government  to  the 
House,  I  want  to  know  what  has  hap- 
pened to  induce  the  Government  to 
change  their  course  of  action?  What 
has  caused  them  tu  come  down  to  the 
Committee  now  fur  an  expedition,  whon 
they  distinctly  tuld  tho  House  that  no 
expedition  would  be  sent  out  for  his 
relief?  An  expedition  must  necessarily 
involve  a  fearful  slaughter  of  brave  men ; 
and  what,  ttierefore,  has  happened  to  put 
Her  Majesty's  Government  in  a  diiforent 
frame  of  mind  from  that  in  which  they 
were  when  General  Gordon  was  sent  out  ? 
Of  course,  many  things  have  happened. 
We  have  been  told  that  (Jeneral  Gordon 
was  obliged  to  ask  for  the  Suakin  Expe- 
dition ;  and  although  tho  Government 
did  not  give  a  warm  approval  to  it,  they 
did  nothing  to  express  their  disapproval 
of  the  proposal,  and  sent  out  an  expedi- 
tion which  committed  a  fearful  amount 
of  slaughter.  Another  change  of  policy 
was  that  Gordon  had  sent  word  home  in 
one  of  his  despatches  that  ho  considered 
it  to  be  his  mission  to  smash  the  Mahdi. 
Nothing  more  unjust  than  this  desire  on 
the  part  of  General  Gordon  to  smash  the 
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Mahdi  has  ever  been  heard  of  in  modem 
times.  What  did  General  Gordon  him- 
self and  Baker  Pasha  say  aboat  the 
Soudan?  Both  of  these  eminent  authori- 
ties have  admitted  that  it  was  the  horri- 
ble state  of  things  in  the  Soudan  which 
made  the  people  rebel.  And  both  have 
contended  that  the  Soudanese  were  per- 
fectly justiBed  in  doing  what  they  were 
doing.  For  that  I  have  even  a  higher 
authority  than  Gordon  or  Baker — namely, 
the  Prime  Minister  himself,  who  de- 
scribed these  people,  in  this  House,  as 
"  rightly  struggling  to  be  free."  I,  for 
one,  if  nobody  else  does,  will  certainly 
vote  against  this  money  being  spent  to 
carry  out  this  entorprize,  if  it  is  only  to 
prevent,  at  any  rate,  an  attempt  on  the 
part  of  Gordon  to  smash  tho  Mahdi. 
Why  should  Gordon  smash  tho  Mahdi  ? 
Why  should  we  go  about  the  world 
smashing  people  ?  I  thing  wc  have  had 
enough  of  this  smashing  business.  We 
smashed  Cetewayo  ;  what  good  came  out 
of  it?  We  smashed  Sbere  Ali  and 
Arabi ;  and  what  good  came  of  it  all  ? 
The  country  surely  must  have  found  by 
this  time  that  it  does  not  pay,  for  we 
suffer  most  by  it  ourselves.  We  are  now 
called  upon  to  vote  £300,000  for  an  en- 
torprize which  was  commenced  and  will 
be  continued  to  smash  the  Mahdi.  Smash 
him  if  you  like,  but  that  will  not  get  rid  of 
the  difficulty.  Other  Mahdis  will  spring 
up  like  mushrooms.  Mushrooms  and  re- 
formers and  rebels  spring  up  because  of 
the  Bufferings  they  have  to  undergo  from 
bad  government.  Smash  the  Mahdi, 
and  smash  as  many  of  them  as  you  like, 
and  they  will  spring  up  again  if  the  bad 
government  bo  nut  improved;  and  all 
your  expenditure  wiU  have  been  in  vain. 
Now,  what  has  happened  in  this  country  ? 
fc^ome  people  say  that  we  ought  to  rescue 
Gordon  because  he  is  a  Christian  hero. 
I  Mr.  R.  N.  Fow^LER  (Lord  Mayor) : 
Hear,  hear  !J  The  Lord  Mayor  cheers 
that.  I  do  not  dispute  that  Gordon  is  a 
Christian  hero.  I  dare  say  Gordon  is 
doing  his  best,  according  to  his  lights, 
but  he  has  a  curious  way  of  showing 
Christian  heroism.  The  Ijord  Mayor 
admired  General  Gordon's  previous  ca- 
reer. For  myself.  I  do  not  see  very  much 
to  admiri'  in  it.  First  of  all,  he  spent  a 
long  time  in  putting  down  tho  Taepings. 
What  right  had  he  to  put  them  down  P 
They  were  just  as  good  as  the  Chinese 
Government,  as  fur  as  I  know.  He  killed 
hundreds  and  thousands  of  these  people. 
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not  jastified  in  everything  he  bad  done? 
In  the  mouth  of  the  Government  there 
might  be  a  neat  inconsietenoyin  these  ex- 
pressions ;  but  the  hon.  Baronet,  however 
extraordinary,  inconceivable,  and  almost 
unimaginable  his  views  on  these  subjects 
were,  at  the  same  time  was,  to  some  ex- 
tent, consistent  in  the  matter.  But  for 
Ministers  to  cavil  at  smashing  up  the 
Mahdi,  and  to  use  it  as  a  charge  against 
General  Gordon  after  they  had  sent  out 
the  fruitless  expedition  of  General  Gra- 
ham to  Suakin,  which  smashed  up  6,000 
Arabs  without  any  result  whatever — 
for  them  to  reproach  General  CK>rdon 
with  this  phrase  of  "  smashing  up  the 
Mahdi,"  was  not  only  unjust,  but  in  the 
last  degree  inconsistent.  He  would  take 
up  the  words  of  the  hon.  Baronet,  and 
ask  why  the  Arabs  at  Dongola  and  As- 
souan had  not  just  as  much  right  to 
struggle  for  freedom  as  the  Arabs  about 
Khartoum  ?  It  was  ridiculous  to  de- 
scribe these  savage  fanatics  as  martyrs — 
"  peoples  rightly  struggling  to  be  free." 
These  wild  Arabs  had  no  appreciation 
whatever  of  liberty ;  their  sole  idea  of 
freedom  was  massacre,  outrage,  and  ra- 
pine, and  they  destroyed  everything  they 
came  across.  Hitherto,  that  had  been 
the  inevitable  result  of  their  struggle  to 
be  free.  The  Committee  had  had  that 
night  two  most  extraordinary  attempts 
to  hold  back  information — two  most  ex- 
traordinary attempts  at  delay.  They 
had  been  told,  on  the  o^e  band,  that  a 
Cabinet  Minister  was  going  out  as  High 
Commissioner  to  deal  with  the  difficulties 
in  regard  to  Egypt.  But  Her  Majesty's 
Government  had  known  the  difliculties 
in  regard  to  Egypt  for  months  and 
years ;  but  they  liad  actually  been  pro- 
posing to  Europe  a  plan  to  deal  with 
some  of  these  diliiculties,  without  having 
any  alternative  policy  whatever,  Now, 
face  to  face  with  the  failure  of  all 
their  projects,  they  found  themselves 
obliged  to  send  out  a  Cabinet  Minister 
to  Egypt,  in  order  to  get  a  little  more 
.time.  The  same  course  was  now  being 
pursued  in  regard  to  this  Gordon  Expe- 
dition. The  Prime  Minister,  it  was 
true,  had  asked  for  a  certain  Vote  of 
money ;  but  he  had  taken  away  much  of 
the  effect  and  all  the  benefit  of  that  re- 
quest and  of  that  Vote,  by  making  i: 
seem  to  the  Committee  and  the  country 
that  the  old  vice  of  indecision  and  vacil- 
lation still  prevailed  in  the  Cotmcils  of 
the  Government.     The  Premier  said — 
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"  If  the  necessity  arises."  When,  in  the 
name  of  Heaven,  would  the  necessity 
arise  if  it  had  not  arisen  now  ?  What 
further  danger  or  peril  could  General 
Gordon  be  in,  except  that  which  had  led 
to  the  destruction  of  the  other  garrisonB 
of  Sinkat  and  Berber,  and  the  destruc- 
tion of  General  Hicks's  army  ?  Of  course. 
General  Gordon  could  be  in  no  peril  be- 
yond the  same  kind  of  peril  that  had 
led  to  the  destruction  of  the  other  g^- 
risons.  If  they  were  to  wait  until  ho 
was  in  txtremit,  of  what  advantage 
would  this  Vote  of  Credit  be  ?  They 
were  too  late  to  relieve  Sinkat,  Tokar, 
or  Berber ;  they  brought  back  General 
Graham's  Force  when  it  might  have 
saved  Berber ;  and  now,  as  far  as  he 
understood  the  statement  of  the  Prime 
Minister,  it  was  announced  that,  as  far 
as  they  could  achieve  it,  the  Ministry 
were  going  to  be  too  late  in  trj-ing  to 
relieve  Khartoum.  How  long  were 
British  troops  to  be  kept  dangling 
about  the  Nile,  in  unhealthy  positions 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Assouan  and 
Dongola?  It  was  known  that  the  Nile 
would  soon  begin  to  fall;  that  the 
climate  would  then  become  unhealthy, 
and  that  British  troops,  if  retained 
there,  would  suffer  considerable  loss. 
Under  such  circumstances,  would  it  not 
be  wiser  to  undertake  adequate  and 
sufficient  operations  at  once  for  the 
relief  of  General  Gordon,  who  was  un- 
doubtedly expecting  assistance  from 
them  ?  The  Prime  Minister  had  ex- 
presised  surprise  that  General  Gordon 
had  addressed  himself  to  the  Mudir  of 
Dongola,  and  not  to  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment ;  but  he  forgot  that  General 
Gordon  had  told  the  Government  that, 
as  they  had  abandoned  him,  ho  would 
have  nothing  more  to  do  with  them, 
but  that  lie  would  go  to  work  on  his  own 
plan,  and  act  upon  his  own  judgment, 
For  that  reason,  Gordon  had  sent  the 
message  to  the  Mudir  of  Dongola,  tho 
only  person  in  tho  neighbourhood  who 
had  proved  himself  to  be  a  man  with 
resolution  and  courage.  General  Gordon 
had  declined  to  have  further  intercourse 
with  Her  Majesty's  Government,  and 
nobody  cotdd  blame  him  for  it.  Before 
he  sat  down,  ho  wished  to  say  a  few 
wonls  with  regard  to  the  fall  of  Berber 
and  the  massacre  of  its  garrison.  It  was 
a  matter  which  had  several  times  been 
brought  before  the  House.  The  Go- 
vernment were  altogpether   responsible 
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oflScers,  wlio  had  received  aooonnts  from 
reliable  mercliants  that  entered  Berber 
shortly  after  the  capture,  and  saw 
the  streets  piled  up  with  dead  bodies. 
Major  Kitchener  had  stated  that  he 
had  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  Ber- 
ber was  taken  by  a  coup  de  main  early 
in  Juno,  and  that  all  the  male  inha- 
bitants were  slaughtered.  What  steps 
had  Her  Majesty's  GoTemment  taken  in 
regard  to  the  women  and  children  ? 
None  whatever.  No  efforts  had  been 
made  to  rescue  them  from  slavery  and 
a  life  of  misery  and  degradation.  It 
was  well  known  that  the  British  Ministry 
did  nothing  to  rescue  or  ransom  the 
women  taken  at  Sinkat,  and  subjected  to 
outrage  and  slavery  by  Osman  Digna's 
fanatic  soldiers.  Ho  had  not  the  least 
doubt  that  the  same  fate  would  befal 
those  who  had  been  captured  at  Berber, 
although  there  were  among  them  the 
wives  and  families  of  Egyptian  and 
even  of  Europeans  merchants.  All  of 
them  would  be  subjected  to  horrible 
treatment,  and,  as  far  as  he  knew,  Her 
Majesty's  Oovemment  had  made  no  at- 
tempt whatever  to  rescue  them,  or  pur- 
chase their  safety.  Yet,  while  this  was 
going  on,  and  while  thousands  of  un- 
offending people  were  being  massacred 
in  the  Soudan  owing  to  the  shirking  of 
responsibility  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment, they  had  two  Cabinet  Ministers 
going  down  to  the  Guildhall,  and  using 
very  grandiose  language  about  anti- 
slavery,  and  professing  great  abhorrence 
of  the  Slave  Trade,  lie  would  not  re- 
peat what  was  snid  last  night — the  word 
of  opprobrium  which  could  alone  de- 
scribe such  conduct ;  but  he  would  leave 
hon.  Members  to  imiigino  it.  He  did  not 
intend  to  oppose  the  Vote ;  but  he  thought 
the  Government  were  pursuing  a  course 
which  was  most  unsatisfactory  with  re- 
gard to  Egypt.  The  Prime  Minister 
had  made  use  of  uncertain  and  ambi- 
guous phrases  —  extraordinary  phrases 
about  Votes  of  principle.  He  should 
like  to  know  why  the  Vote  of  £300,000 
was  described  as  "  a  Vote  of  principle?" 
And  ho  should  further  like  to  know  what 
was  tlio  diil'erenco  meant  by  the  right 
hon.  (ientlenien  between  '"  prepara- 
tions" and  "operations?"  yC'ti-i  of 
"  Oh  :  "  and  "  Divide  !  "]  He  did  not 
intend  to  be  intimidated  by  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite.  Ho  admitted  that  their 
interruptions  were  disagreeable ;  but  he 
was  very  far  from  being  intimidated  by 
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them.  If  hon.  Members  wished  him  to 
finish  quickly,  they  had  better  hear  him. 
He  supposed  that  the  difference  between 
the  " preparations "  and  "operations" 
of  the  Prime  Minister  was  very  much 
like  that  between  "  war  "  and  "  military 
operations."  He  thought  they  had  a 
nght  to  ask  from  the  Government  that 
they  should  admit  the  necessity  had 
arisen  not  only  for  preparations,  but  for 
efficient  operations  to  do  undertaken  at 
once  for  the  relief  of  General  Gordon. 
Her  Majesty's  Government  were  under- 
taking the  work  in  the  slowest  and 
most  costly  wav  possible.  They  were 
sending  out  small  detachments  of  troops, 
and  making  little  snatches  at  prepara- 
tion, and  were  yet  doing  nothing  that 
would  bear  actual  fruit.  The  cost,  in 
the  long  run,  would  be  three-fold  to  the 
country  if  they  continued  to  pursue  this 
kind  of  half  operation,  and  there  would 
either  be  no  result,  or,  at  any  rate,  a 
less  satisfactory  result  than  there  would 
be  if  the  Ckivemmont  would  undertake 
at  once  an  adequate  expedition.  He 
urged  on  the  Government,  before  the 
debate  closed,  to  make  some  more  re- 
assuring statement  than  that  of  the 
Prime  Minister's,  and  to  admit  that  a 
necessity  for  immediate  action  undoubt- 
edly existed. 

Mb.  W.  E.  FOBSTER:  The  proposed 
Vote  will  not  require  much  discussion 
on  the  part  of  the  supporters  of  the  Oo- 
vemment, or  the  majority  of  the  Sfem- 
bers  of  the  House ;  but  one  or  two  re- 
marks have  been  made  by  my  hon. 
Friend  on  my  right  (Sir  Wilfrid  liawson) 
to  which  I  desire  to  make  some  allusion. 
iVs  regards  those  that  are  to  the  dis- 
paragement of  the  character  of  General 
Gordon,  I  think  General  Gordon's  cha- 
racter will  take  care  of  itself.  I  have 
very  little  doubt  as  to  what  will  be  the 
opinion  of  my  fellow  -  countrymen  in 
general,  and  probably  of  even  the  hon. 
Baronet,  when  the  veil  is  raised,  and  the 
action  of  Cicnoral  Gordon  during  the 
last  few  months  tunis  out  to  have  been 
a  series  of  acts  of  heroism.  Lot  me 
turn  now  to  one  or  two  facts.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton  (Mr.  Labuu- 
cliere)  seems  to  think  that  General  Gor- 
don was  not  appointed  (tovernor  Gene- 
ral of  the  Somhm  with  the  concurrence 
of  Her  Majesty's  (iovemment.  [Mr. 
Laiiovcheue  :  Hear,  hear  11  Notbinar 
can  be  further  from  the  truth.  General 
Gordon  was  request*^!  to  accept  from 
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of  his  enemies  daring  the  summer,  there 
is  almost  a  certainty  that  he  will  be 
in  a  position  of  the  greatest  possible 
danger,  and  a  fearful  calamity  might 
happen  if  the  Govemment  did  not  send 
rekef. 

SiE  JOHN  HAY  remarked,  that  a 
rumour  had  gone  abroad  that  a  consi- 
derable portion  of  the  Vote  was  to  be 
^ent  in  subsidizing  Abyssinian  forces. 
He  sincerely  hoped  that  the  Abyssinians 
were  not  going  to  be  engaged  in  any 
expedition  at  the  cost  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government ;  and  he  therefore  trusted 
that  there  was  no  truth  in  the  rumour. 
He  would  be  glad,  however,  to  hear 
from  the  Govemment  what  the  facts  of 
the  matter  were.  He  quite  admitted 
that  the  Government  were  entitled  to  be 
reticent  as  to  the  forces  they  were  about 
to  employ,  and  the  nature  of  the  opera- 
tions they  proposed  to  undertake— whe- 
ther by  river,  by  way  of  Suakin,  or  by 
a  Southern  approach  to  Khartoum.  He 
fully  recognized  all  that,  and  he  did  not 
ask  for  any  information  upon  any  such 
point.  He  thought  the  Govemment  were 
right,  in  a  matter  concerning  warlike 
operations,  to  be  reticent,  and  not  to 
aiford  to  other  persons  the  information 
which  would  be  supplied  if  they  were  to 
answer  such  questions.  But  he  hoped 
the  Government  did  not  intend  to  give 
money  to  the  Abyssinians,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  getting  that  savage  race  to  per- 
form duties  which  they  ought  to  perform 
themcelves.  He  did  not  propose  to  go 
over  the  ground  which  had  been  so  well 
occupied  by  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Bradford  (Mr.  W.  E.  Forster)  in  re- 
spect to  the  conduct  and  character  of 
General  Gordon ;  but  there  was  one 
point  on  which  the  noble  Marquess  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  would,  pro- 
bably, give  him  some  information.  It 
had  refcrenco  to  the  services  of  General 
Gordon  against  the  Taepiugs  in  China. 
Either  the  noble  Marquess  or  Sir  George 
Lewis  was  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
at  tlio  time,  and  Colonel  Gordon  was  at 
Shoeburyness  at  the  time  ho  received 
his  appointment.  He  had  always  un- 
derstood that  it  was  by  the  wish  of  the 
Government,  at  the  distinct  desire  of 
Viscount  Palmerston,  who  coiumunicatetl 
direct  with  Colonel  Gordon,  that  he 
consented  to  proceed  to  China  in  order 
to  put  down  the  Taepiiig  liobellion. 
The  hon.  Banmet  the  Member  for  Car- 
lisle  (Sir   Wilfrid   Lawson)   was    alto- 

Mr.  ff.  b\  Forittr 


§  ether  mistaken  in  snggeating  that 
-eneral  Gt>rdon  went  out  on  his  own 
accord.  He  went  out  in  obedience  to 
the  wishes  and  commands  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government.  He  had  considered 
it  necessary  to  say  this,  because  the  hon. 
Baronet  seemed  to  imply  that  General 
Gordon  had  been  seeking  for  distinction 
in  foreign  employment,  and  was  not 
acting  by  the  command  of  his  own  Sove- 
reign. That  was  an  entire  mistake,  and 
ho  (Sir  John  Hay)  was  able  to  correct  it, 
because  he  had  full  cognizance  of  the 
real  facts  of  the  case.  He  hoped  to  re- 
ceive an  answer  from  Her  Majesty's 
Govemment  as  to  the  employment  of 
Abyssinian  troops. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  ARNOLD  said,  he 
hardly  thought  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Carlisle  (Sir  Wilfrid  Law- 
son)  was  serious  when  he  asserted  that 
the  Vote  was  asked  for  in  order  to 
smash  the  Mahdi.  Anyone  who  had 
followed  the  career  of  General  Gordon 
must  admit  that  there  was  no  officer  in 
the  seirice  and  pay  of  the  Crown  who 
more  fully  and  completely  acknowledged 
his  responsibilities ;  and  he  thought  the 
hon.  Baronet  could  have  been  hardly 
serious  in  suggesting  that  General  Gor- 
don went  out  of  his  own  will  to  China. 
Nor  could  he  (Mr.  Arnold)  agree  with 
the  hon.  Member  for  Kirkcaldy  (Sir 
George  Campbell)  in  desiring  to  make 
the  Vote  a  definite  one.  It  was,  as  it 
had  been  described  by  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter, a  Vote  of  principle ;  and  the  Com- 
mittee would  establish  a  very  bad  pre- 
cedent if  they  were  to  consent  to  tie  up 
the  hands  of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
and  allow  them  to  expend  the  exact 
amount  of  this  Vote,  but  nothing  more. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Eye  (Mr.  Ashmead- 
Bartlett;  said  that,  as  this  was  to  be  a 
Vote  of  principle,  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment no  longer  asserted  that  Gene- 
ral Gordon  had  de])arted  from  the  objects 
of  his  Mission.  No  expression  of  that 
sort  had  fallen  from  the  i'rime  Minister, 
nor  could  there  have  been,  because  the 
facts  were  ])lain  and  palpable  to  all  the 
world.  His  right  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Bradford  Mr.  W.  E.  Forster) 
did  not  seem  to  be  aware  of  the  fact  that 
the  lo-Ht  ti-legrani  M-nt  to  General  Gordon 
by  till'  Government  enjoined  him  to  oon- 
stdcr  measures  for  his  own  removal,  and 
the  removal  of  others  who  had  suffered 
witli  him,  by  whatever  route  he  might 
think  best. 
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we  should  not  make  such  preparations 
as  might  be  necessary,  though  he  inti- 
mated that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
say  what  form  our  preparations  might 
assume,  until  we  knew  whether  there 
would  be  a  necessity  for  active  opera- 
tions. I  cannot  agree  with  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Northampton 
(Mr.  Labouohere),  that  General  Gordon 
was  disobeying  the  instructions  g^ven 
him.  There  is  no  proof  whatever  of 
that,  though  some  rumours  which 
reached  us  from  time  to  time  about  Ge- 
neral Gordon  seemed  inconsistent  with 
his  instructions,  and  were  difficult  to 
understand,  and  we  asked  for  explana- 
tions. But  there  was  certainly  nothing 
whatever  to  prove  that  General  Gordon 
has  in  any  way  departed  from  the  ori- 
ginal object  of  his  Mission,  which  was 
to  withdraw  by  peaceable  means,  and  if 
not,  if  he  found  it  necessary,  to  einploy 
armed  force.  It  is  true  that  we  heard 
lately  that  General  Gordon  was  engaged 
in  active  operations.  'How  much  of 
that  is  true  or  not,  it  is  impossible  to 
say.  But  it  is  quite  reasonable,  and 
very  probable,  that  the  only  means  that 
General  Gordon  mightfindfor  maintaining 
his  own  position  at  Khartoum,  and  with- 
drawing the  garrison,  was  to  assume 
offensive  operations.  My  hon.  Friend 
also  said  that  General  Gordon  was  en- 
deavouring to  induce  Egypt  to  reconquer 
the  Soudan.  Whatever  may  be  the 
minor  inconsistencies  of  General  Gordon, 
that  is  a  most  improbable  conclusion. 
We  know  that  if  General  Gordon  had 
one  conviction  stronger  than  another,  it 
was  that  the  whole  Soudan  had  been 
brought  into  its  present  position  by  the 
domination  of  Egypt.  It  is  probable 
that  General  Gordon,  before  retiring 
from  Khartoum,  might  desire  to  estab- 
lish some  settled  form  of  Government. 
That,  in  the  opinion  of  Her  Majesty's 
Goveninient,  would  bo  exceeding  his 
instructions.  ["Oh!"]  His  Mission, 
and  his  primary  object,  were  to  evacuate 
the  Soudan.  Certainly  no  instructions 
wore  over  given  to  General  Gordon  to 
estab1i!<h  a  settled  form  of  Government. 
At  the  same  time,  there  is  not  the 
Hlightei<t  doubt  that  he  ha.s  undertaken 
a  inoHt  beneficial  and  salutary  work. 
The  riglit  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  King's  Lynn  (Mr.  Bourke)  thinks  it 
liard  to  be  called  upon  to  support  this 
Vote,  because  he  opposed  the  Mission 
of  General  Gordon  originally,  and  pro- 
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phesied  that  it  would  involTe  us  in  an 
expedition  for  relief.  I  cannot  recol- 
lect that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
indulged  in  that  prediction ;  but  I  can 
well  believe  that,  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  not  inclined  to  take  a 
favourable  view  of  anything  done  bj 
Her  Majesty's  Gt)vemmont,  he  spoke 
disapprovingly  of  the  Mission  of  General 
Gordon.  But,  nevertheless,  a  stronsr 
opinion  was  very  generally  entertained 
that  it  was  extremely  probable,  such 
was  the  influence  he  had  shown  himself 
to  exercise  over  the  Native  races,  that 
he  would  be  better  able,  than  any  other 
man,  to  secure  by  his  personal  influence, 
unaided  by  any  material  force,  the  with- 
drawal of  the  garrisons  from  the  Soudan 
without  bloodshed,  and  without  further 
loss  of  life.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
also  says  that  General  Gordon  long  ago 
reproached  us  with  ha\-ing  cast  indelible 
disgrace  upon  the  British  name.  We 
discussed  those  teleg^ms  two  mouths 
ago,  and  I  have  no  wish  to  reopen  the 
question ;  but  what  I  want  to  point  out 
is,  that  General  Gordon,  as  far  as  the 
Government  know,  never  addressed  any 
request  to  them  for  the  assistance  of  a 
British  Force  to  rescue  him  and  those 
with  him.  He  did  suggest  that  if 
Zebehr  was  appointed  Governor  of  Khar- 
toum, a  small  force  in  connection  with 
that  appointment  should  be  despatched 
to  Berber ;  but  he  never,  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Government,  recommended, 
or  suggested,  as  part  of  the  require- 
ments for  rescuing  him,  that  the  despatch 
of  an  Army  was  necessary.  Whatever 
the  obligations  of  the  Government  to 
General  Gordon,  and  they  are  very  great 
and  onerous.  General  Gordon  is  the 
last  man  in  the  world  to  suggest  the 
employment  of  a  British  Force  to  insure 
his  own  personal  safety.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  discussed  the  probable 
position  of  General  Gordon.  It  is  very 
difficult  to  know  what  messages  General 
Gordon  may  have  received,  and  what  he 
has  not  received.  There  is  every  pros- 
pect, however,  that  in  a  very  short  time 
more  authentic  information  will  be  re- 
ceived about  General  Gordon,  the  policy 
which  he  is  pursuing,  and  his  ability  to 
hold  out  at  Khartoum,  or  the  probability 
ofhis  withdrawing  with  that  jtortion  of  the 
garrison  which  is  desirousof  withdrawing 
with  him.  Major  Kitchener  is,  it  ap- 
pears, in  communication  with  tribee 
apparently  nut  uudcr  the  influence  of 
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Oeneral  €K>rdoii  that  he  was  endeavour- 
ing to  restore  or  provide  for  a  system 
of  peaceful  government  in  th  e  country 
which  must  now  be  abandoned.  It  was, 
however,  one  of  the  main  objects  set 
before  him  in  his  instructions,  and  his 
communications  with  the  Government 
show  that  he  believed'  it  to  be  his  task. 
The  question  before  the  Committee,  how- 
ever,  is  not  the  discussion  of  the  general 
principle  of  the  Government  in  regard 
to  the  Mission  of  General  Gordon.  I 
have  no  intention  of  entering  into  such  a 
discussion.  What  wc  have  now  before  us 
is  a  proposal  that  some  provision  should 
be  made  for  the  rescue  of  General  Gor- 
don, whenever  that  can  be  effected.  I 
do  not  at  all  complain  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  being  reticent  as  to  the  par- 
ticular mode  they  propose  to  adopt.  I 
think  I  understood  what  the  Prime 
Minister  meant  when  ho  said  that  this  is 
a  Vote  of  principle.  It  permits  the  Go- 
vernment to  see  that  the  work  is  pro- 
perly carried  through,  if  it  can  be  car- 
ried through,  for  the  sum  mentioned; 
but  should  more  extensive  operations  be 
necessary  for  the  rescue  of  General 
Gordon,  Parliament  would,  of  course, 
feel  it  necessary  to  support  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  matter.  If  the  work  can 
be  carried  through  for  the  sum  men- 
tioned, of  course,  it  would  be  highly 
satisfactory. 

Mb.  WILLIS  said,  that  looking  at 
this  matter,  and  exercising  his  own  judg- 
ment, he  thought  that  General  Gordon 
had  failed  in  the  Mission  he  had  under- 
taken, lie  had  not  procured  the  return 
of  the  garrisons,  nor  had  ho  given  up  to 
the  Chiefs  of  the  tribes  the  government 
of  the  country  as  was  proposed.  Gene- 
ral Gordon  went  out  tu  effect  the  aban- 
donment of  the  Soudan  which  had  been 
governed  by  intrigue  and  cruelty  ;  but 
it  appeared  by  the  telegram  on  page  lid 
of  the  Blue  Book,  that  hu  had  changed 
the  whole  course  of  his  policy  and  de- 
cided to  postpone  the  evacuation  of  the 
district.  He  desired  to  have  £gy|)tian 
and  British  troops  sent  to  him  for  the 
purpose  of  maintaining  himself  in  the 
position  of  Governor  Geueral,  when,  as 
the  rigiit  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Bradford  (Mr.  W.  E.  Forster}  must 
know,  ho  had  gone  out  as  Governor 
(reneral  of  the  Soudan,  without  the  ex- 
pectation of  receiving  any  assistance  in 
men  or  money.  Even  when  General 
Gordon  drew  up  a  plan  for  a  successor 

Sir  Slaffvri  SorthcUt 


whom  he  named,   that  successor  was 
not  to    receive    either  men  or  money 
for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  his  posi- 
tion.    He  contended,  therefore,  that  the 
Mission  of  General  Gordon  had  failed, 
and  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  determine  that  Mission,  and  to 
see  that  no  part  of  the  money  now  asked 
for  should  oe  used  for  the  purpose  of 
maintaining  General  Gordon  in  the  Sou- 
dan, lie  maintained  that  General  Gk>rdoa 
had  by  no  means  proved  himself  to  be  a 
great  hero.    On  the  27th  of  February,  in 
his  Proclamation  of  that  date,  he  de- 
clared to  the  people  that  British  troops 
were  coming  to  Khartoum,  and  he  {Jar. 
Willis)  said  that  General  Gordon  had 
no  ground  whatever  for   making  that 
statement.     Again,  he  had  endeavoured 
and   actually  proposed   to  destroy  the 
troops  of  the  Miuidi,  who  was  endea- 
vouring to  relieve  the  country  froiu  tlio 
cruelty  and  oppression  under  which  it 
had  so  long  suiiered.     If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment would  give  the  assurance  he  asked 
for,  that  none  of  the  money  should  be 
applied  to  maintain  Egyptian,  or  other 
rule,   in  the  Soudan,  he  should  offer 
him  the  assistance  of  his  vote ;  but,  if 
not,  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  vote 
against  the  Motion    before  Uie  Com- 
mittee. 

B.vHox  HENEY  DE  WORMS  said, 
he  wished  to  draw  attention  to  a  state- 
ment made  by  the  noble  Marquess  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War.  A  few 
minutes  ago,  the  noble  Marquess,  whos« 
words  he  had  taken  down,  said  that 
General  Gordon  would  have  been  ex- 
ceeding bis  instructions  in  endeavouring 
to  establish  an  organized  Government 
in  Khartoum.  Now,  he  (Baron  Ilenry 
De  Worms)  distinctly  stated,  on  the 
authority  of  the  instructions  g^ven  by 
Her  Majesty's  Government  to  General 
Gordon,  that  those  instructions  were  en- 
tirely at  variance  with  the  noble  Mar- 
quess's statement.  The  instructions  to 
General  Gordon  contained  this  passage — 

' '  W«  trust  Your  Kxccllcniy  will  take  Diu«t 
cfffctire  mcaaun-s  to  •i)t»bliah  an  organized  Uo- 
Temmcnt  in  the  difTcrt-nt  IVivince*  of  tho 
Soudan,  for  the  maintvn.'inrn  of  onlor  and  tbo 
suppreaaion  of  tho  incitement  to  rvrolt." 

He  would  ask  huw  those  instructions, 
given  to  General  Gordon  when  ho  was 
sent  on  his  absurd  Mission,  could  be  re- 
conciled with  the  statement  just  made  bjr 
the  noble  Marquess,  when  he  said  that 
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military  ezpeditioa  to  Suakin  had  no 
result  vas  because  it  was  not  followed 
up,  as  it  should  hare  been,  by  the  con- 
struction of  a  railway  from  Suakin  to 
Berber.  The  line  could  have  been  con- 
structed with  comparative  ease,  and  the 
brave  Arabs  who  had  been  so  fruitlessly 
slaughtered  would  have  been  better  em- 
ployed in  making  the  railways  than  in 
fighting,  and  when  taken  into  British 
pay  they  would  have  been  its  best  pro- 
tection. Had  that  railway  been  con- 
structed to  Berber,  the  difiQculties  of 
the  present  position  would  have  been 
very  much  lessened ;  and  Her  Majesty's 
Oovemment  would,  at  the  same  time, 
have  done  a  gpood  work  by  opening  up 
the  commerce  of  Central  Africa,  and 
oonferring  a  permanent  benefit  on  the 
world. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — ^Ayes  174; 
Noes  14:  Majorily  160.— (Div.  List, 
No.  210.) 

BTTPPL"!— CIVIL  SERVICE  ESTIMATES. 

C1.A8S  rV. — Edtjoatior,  Soiekoe,  Am) 

Abt. 

(2.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"Thst  s  snm,  not  exceeding:  £462,627,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessaiy  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  daring  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March  188fi,  for  the  Salariee 
and  Expenses  of  the  Commisnonarf  of  National 
Education  in  Ireland." 

Mr.  MOLLOY  asked  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  to  be  good  enough  to  state 
the  order  in  which  the  Irish  Votes  would 

Mb.  cbUETNET  said,  the  under- 
standing was  that  if  they  got  through 
theYote  of  Credit  at  a  reasonable  time 
they  should  go  on  with  Classes  YI.  and 
YII. ;  if  they  were  disposed  of  by  half- 
past  11  it  was  intended  to  take  the 
Constabulary  Yote. 

Ms.  MOLLOY  said,  that  the  state- 
ment of  the  Prime  Minister  was  that  the 
Constabulary  Yote  would  not  be  taken 
without  due  Notice. 

Mb.  6I(}GAIt  said,  he  was  desirous 
of  ascertaining  what  was  to  be  done  with 
regpard  to  the  claims  of  the  teachers  in 
Convent  Schools  in  Ireland.  As  neither 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  nor  the  Solicitor  General  for 

Sir  Hmry  Tyler 


Ireland,  who  could  speak  on  behalf  of 
the  Irish  Government,  were  present,  he 
should  be  glad  if  some  Hepresentative 
of   Her  Majesty's  Government  would 
state  whether  or  not  they  had,  up  to  the 
present  time,  come  to  any  conclusion  with 
regard  to  the  proposal  to  increase  the 
emoluments  of  nuns  in  view  of  the  good 
work  they  were  doing  and  had  done  in 
times  past.  Some  time  ago  the  attention 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  had  been  drawn  to  this  ques- 
tion,  when  he  said  that  he  was  formu- 
lating a  plan  by  which  he  proposed  to 
increase  those  emoluments.     It  would 
seem  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
put  the  matter  off;  and  he  (Mr.  Biggar) 
had  supposed  that  when  the  Yote  for 
Education  in  Ireland  came  forward  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  have  been 
in  a  position  to  state  his  views  on  the 
subject.     He  hoped  that  someone  on 
behalf  of  the  Government  would  state 
what  it  was  really  intended  to  do.     He 
did    not   propose  to  go  into    all    the 
grievances   of  which    the    nuns    com- 
plained ;  but  it  could  not  be  denied  that, 
while   they  had    produced  a  tangible 
result  by  the  example  which  they  set 
to  the  people,  they  were  under  great 
disadvantages  in  respect  of  emoluments 
inasmuch  as  they  received  no  pensions 
and  no  salaries. 

Mr.  COUETNEY  said,  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Solicitor  (General  for 
Ireland  was  not  present — a  fact  which 
he  regretted,  because  probably  he  would 
be  able  to  give  some  information  to  the 
Committee  in  relation  to  the  views  of  the 
Government  in  this  matter.  He  might 
say  that,  in  his  opinion,  no  conclusion 
had  been  arrived  at,  because  he  appre- 
hended  that,  had  the  Irish  Government 
decided  upon  the  course  they  intended 
to  pursue,  they  would  have  applied  to 
the  Treasury  to  sanction  an  order  for 
payment.  No  application  had  been 
made  or  sanctioned,  and,  therefore,  he 
concluded  that  the  proposed  arrange- 
ments of  the  Irish  Government  had  not 
reached  their  final  stage ;  but  how  far 
they  had  gone  he  was  not  in  a  position 
to  state. 

Mr.  JUSTIN  HTJNTLYM'CARTHY. 
asked  what  the  Government  proposed  to 
do  with  regard  to  the  question  of  Na- 
tional School  teachers,  m  view  of  the 
Division  of  Friday  night  ?  He  need  not 
repeat  to  the  Committee  the  argumenta 
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supporter  except  the  Solicitor  General 
for  Ireland.  The  opinions  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers who  voted  in  the  minority  on  that 
occasion  were  entitled  to  respect.  Were 
they  to  be  informed,  when  they  brought 
forward  their  grieranoes  for  redress, 
that  those  grievances  were  to  be  re- 
dressed by  the  kindly  wand  of  British 
legpislation,  and  were  they  afterwards  to 
find  themselves  left  in  the  lurch  ?  They 
had  that  eveningalready  voted  £300,000 
for  the  relief  of  General  Gordon ;  but 
this  was  a  question  of  far  more  import- 
ance than  the  government  of  the  Soudan, 
which  country  the  Government  were 
going  to  abandon.  When  they  voted 
with  a  light  heart  sums  of  money  like 
this,  and  for  such  a  purpose,  were  they 
to  be  told  that  it  was  too  late  in  the 
Session  to  do  anything  tending  to  im- 
prove the  state  of  education  in  Ireland  ? 
He  thought  that  nothing  could  be  more 
unsatisfactory  than  the  manner  in  which 
the  Government  had  met  this  complaint, 
after  having  in  view  the  much  larger 
sum  they  had  obtained  from  the  Com- 
mittee for  a  less  important  purpose. 

Mb.  BEEESFORD  said,  on  Friday 
last  he  had  unfortunately  missed  the 
Division,  or  he  should  certainly  have 
voted  with  the  minority.  He  believed 
that  the  National  School  teachers  in  Ire- 
land were  justly  dissatisfied  with  the 
position  in  which  they  found  themselves, 
which  had  been  shown  to  be  unremune- 
rative  as  compared  with  the  position  of 
teachers  in  this  country.  He  had  been 
recently  speaking  with  some  National 
School  teachers  in  the  North  of  Ireland, 
and  he  could  assure  the  Committee  that 
they  were  a  most  deserving  class  of  men, 
and  that  the  work  they  had  to  do  they 
performed  in  a  most  efficient  manner. 
He  trusted  the  Government  would  take 
their  position  into  consideration,  and  do 
something  in  their  behalf. 

Mb.  OOUETNEY  said,  the  hon. 
Member  for  Monaghan  (Mr.  Healy)  had 
raised  a  very  ingenious  argument  to 
show  that  the  Treasury  ought  to  increase 
the  salaries  of  National  School  teachers. 
The  hon.  Member  had  said  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  whom  this  work 
was  entrusted  contemplated,  when  it 
was  originally  introduced,  that  the 
Unions  should  contribute  one  moiety  of 
the  expense ;  and  he  contended  that,  the 
Unions  not  having  done  so,  the  Treasury 
should  make  good  the  amount  to  the 
teachers.  It  was  quite  true  the  Treasury 

Mr.  Etaly 


had  not  disbursed  the  money;  but  he 
was  a&aid  that  all  he  oould  say  in  this 
matter   was  that,  although    the    local 
taxation  had  not  been  levied,  he  could 
not  admit  that  any  claim  arose  upon  the 
Treasury.      Then  the  hon.   Qentleman 
advanced    an    argument    which,    in   a 
Parliamentary  sense,  was  even  more  de- 
fective than  the  ingenious  arguments 
which  preceded  it.     He  pointed  to  the 
fact  that  there  had  been  a  very  narrow 
Division  on  Friday  night,  in  which  the 
Government  barely  escaped  defeat.     No 
doubt  that  was  a  very  important  fact ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  those  Members 
who  resisted  that  Motion,    and    those 
Members  who  were  not  present  to  resist 
that  Motion,  must  pay  some  attention 
to  the  character  of  the  demand.     What 
was  the  demand  ?    It  was  submitted,  in 
the  first  place,  that  the  salaries  of  the 
school  teachers  were  inadequate.     As- 
suming that  to  be  so — admitting,  for  the 
moment,  that  the  salaries  were  inade- 
quate and  insufficient — then  the  ques- 
tion   arose,    by  whom   should  the  de- 
ficiency be   made   up  ?     Who    should 
be  called  upon  to  supply  an  adequate 
amount  ?    In  comparison  with  the  sala- 
ries obtained  by  school  teachers  in  Eng- 
land and   Scotland,  no  doubt  those  in 
Ireland    were    small.      Whether    they 
were  relatively  less  was  stiU  a  matter 
open  to  considerable  debate.     Undoubt- 
edly they  were  less  in  amount ;  but  the 
Proportion  of  money  drawn   from   the 
mperial    Exchequer   for  Ireland   was 
infinitely  greater  than  that  drawn  for 
England  or  Scotland.     That  being  so, 
the  deficiency,  it  seemed  to  him,  must  be 
made  up  from  local  sources,  and  not  at 
the  cost  of  the  Exchequer.     Of  course, 
Irish  Members  would  urge  that  the  de- 
ficiency should  be  made  up  by  the  Ex- 
chequer ;  and  he  knew  of  no  part  of  the 
country  which,  in  such  a  case,  would  not 
prefer  that  the  Exchequer  shoold  make 
up  what  was  required.     He  found  it  so 
in   Wales,   and    elsewhere.      Everyone 
wanted  their  deficiencies  to  be  met  by 
the  Imperial  Exchequer;    and  it  was, 
therefore,  not  surprising  that  the  plea 
for  making  up  the  deficiency  in  this  case 
from  the  Imperial  Exchequer  should  be 
supported  by  all  the  Irish  Members,  in- 
cluding the  hon.  Member  for  Armagh 
(Mr.  Beresford).     Even  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Cavan  (Mr.  Biggar)  was  willing 
to  join  in  "  looting  "  the  Treasury.     He 
oould  sot  admit  that  the  oombinstion  of 
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take  from  the  Treasuiy  enough  money 
to  keep  these  people  from  starving ;  and 
having  done  that  they  would  be  able, 
with  an  easier  conscience,  to  .enter  upon 
their  larger  scheme  for  paying  the 
teachers  without  taxing  the  localities  too 
heavily,  and  without  taking  too  much 
from  the  Treasury. 

Mb.  KENNY  said,  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  had  advanced  arguments 
which  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  ques- 
tion, his  argument  being  that  the  sum 
allowed  for  Ireland  was  larger  than  the 
amount  granted  for  either  England  or 
Scotland.     They  all  knew  that ;  but  the 
state  of  things  in  Ireland  was  absolutely 
different  from  that  in  the  other  parts  of 
the  Kingdom.     In  England  the  Local 
Authorities    had    control    over    these 
matters ;  they  had  compulsory  rates,  and 
they  had  School  Boards ;  but  in  Ireland 
that  was  not  so.    The  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  had,  in  fact,  made  no  defence 
of  this  treatment  of  the  Irish  teachers. 
The  hon.  Oentleman  eould  not  deny  that 
the  teachers  had  this  grievance ;  and  if 
the  matter  was  pressed  upon  him  he 
would  have  to  admit  it  for  the  sake  of 
truth  as  well  as  for  the  sake  of  argu- 
ment.    The  amount   of  money  contri- 
buted in  Ireland  locally  was  very  small ; 
but  the  people  in  Ireland  were  not  com- 
pelled to  pay  for  education,  and  what 
was  levied  was  a  sort  of  voluntary  rate. 
In  some  instances,  the  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians did  not  levy  a  rate;  they  had  no 
control  over  the  money,  and  the  result 
was  that  they  took  up  the  Act  of  1B73 
at  one  time  with  greater  readiness  than 
they  did  now ;  and   the  Act  had  now 
practically  fallen  into  disuse.     The  Se- 
cretary to  the  Treasury  seemed  to  be  in 
great  glee  over  the  idea  of  another  Di- 
vision on   this  question,  evidently  be- 
lieving himself  to  be  safe  with  the  myr- 
midons whom  he  had  brought  down  by 
a  four -line  Whip  to  defeat  the  Irish 
Members.      Ho    remembered  that  not 
long  ago,  when  the  hou.   Member  for 
Waterford  asked  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  for  an  inter- 
view respecting  the  granting  of  some 
money  for  certain  purposes  in  Ireland, 
the  hon.  Gentleman  said  ho  did  not  want 
an    interview,   and    the    hon.   Member 
could  put  down  what  he  wanted  to  say 
in  writing.     The  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury endeavoured  to   prevent  a  purely 
Irish  fund  being  applied  to  Irish  pur- 
poses; but   in  the  end   he   was  forced 
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to  give  way,  and  now,  in  regard  to  this 
case  of  the  Irish  teachers,  the  beet  he 
could  say  in  a  speech  specially  prepared 
to  minimize  the  claims  of  the  teachers, 
was  that  the  English  teachers  only  re- 
ceived half  as  much  again  as  the  Iridi 
teachers.  Then  he  endeavoured  to 
make  a  distinction,  and  to  show  that, 
after  all,  the  Irish  teachers  were  in 
almost  as  good  a  position  as  the  English 
teachers.  When  this  question  was 
brought  forward,  the  hon.  Gentleman 
calmly  said  the  Irish  teachers  were  as 
well  paid  as  the  English  teachers,  hav- 
ing regard  to  the  demand  for  labour, 
and  the  current  rate  of  wages  in  Eng- 
land and  in  Ireland.  But  the  class 
from  whom  these  teachers  were  drawn 
had  now  open  to  it  a  variety  of  occu- 
pations. Since  the  Civil  Service  had 
been  thrown  open  a  large  number  of 
Irishmen  had  gone  into  the  Service,  and 
the  result  of  so  many  of  this  class  being 
drawn  away  was  that  the  teachers,  and 
especially  the  younger  teachers,  had  to 
be  recruited  from  a  class  very  inferior 
to  that  from  which  they  were  drawn  10 
or  15  years  ago.  That  was  duo  to  the 
fact  that  the  salaries  given  to  teachers 
were  not  equal  to  the  salaries  given  in 
the  Civil  Service,  and  if  this  state  of 
things  continued  the  class  of  Irish 
teachers  was  bound  to  still  further  de- 
preciate ;  and  whatever  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  might  say  against  further 
grants  from  the  Consolidated  Fund,  it 
was  certain  that  unless  something  was 
done  to  improve  the  class  of  Irish 
teachers  and  the  future  education  in  Ire- 
land there  would  be  an  end  to  e£Bcicnt 
instruction. 

Sir  LYON  PL.\YFAm  said,  he 
thought  that  all  who  knew  an^'thing 
about  Irish  education  would  agree  that 
the  emoluments  given  to  Irish  teachers 
were  not  such  as  they  would  desire  to 
see  given  to  men  of  efficient  training. 
There  were  some  points,  at  all  events,  of 
common  agreement  on  which  Irish  Mem- 
bers on  the  opposite  side,  and  many 
educationalists  on  this  side  would  be  in 
common  accord.  In  the  first  place,  the 
Irish  teachers  had  been  and  were  very 
efficiently  trained.  Keligious  difficulties 
in  Ireland  had  prevented  their  getting 
their  training  in  neutral  and  common 
training  schools,  and  the  Government — 
too  late,  he  thought — had  perceived  that 
difficulty,  and  had  recently  voted  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  money  in  order   that 
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I  tell  yoa  that  this  oompulsoty  rating 
must  be  applied  wholly  to  Boman  Catho- 
lic education,  because  76  per  cent  of  the 
lOpulation  of  Ireland  are  Koman  Catho- 
ics.     If  you  rate  the  people  compul- 
sorily  the  rates  must  be  applied  to  Boman 
Catholic  schools."     Now,  except  in  in- 
cidence, what  was  the  difference  between 
a  local  tax  and  an  Imperial  tax  ?    The 
difference  was    only  a  matter  of  area 
and  locality.     Suppose  they  applied  this 
principle  of  thehon.  Member  for  Mona- 
ghan  to  the  £720,000  which  the  State 
granted  for  education  in  Ireland.    They 
would  have  to  remember  that  out  of 
that    £720,000,    £620,000    came    from 
Protestant  England  and  Scotland,  and 
would  be  obliged  to  apply  it  to  Protes- 
tant education.      Whether    they  were 
taxing  for  Imperial  or  for  local  purposes, 
the  money  must  be  applied  for  the  Dene- 
fit  of  the  people  taxed.     The  Imperial 
taxes  applied  to  the  whole  of  the  people 
whatever  their  religious  belief,  ana  local 
taxes  were  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole 
of  the  locality  on  the  same  principle. 
In  this  matter  what  was  he  endeavour- 
ing to  bring  about?     Hon.  Members 
knew  that  he  had  always  been  and  was 
extremely  anxious  for  advanced  educa- 
tion in   Ireland.     He  was   dissatisfied 
with  the  results  obtained.     They  wanted 
a  development  of  their  National  Board, 
for  it  had  not  achieved  good  results.     It 
had  been  in  existence  60  years,  and  cer- 
tainly   had  not    produced    tiie  results 
which  were  to  have  been  expected.  They 
must,  before  they  could   got  complete 
command  over  their  schools,  have  local 
rating  and  Local  Boards.     He  knew  the 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  bringing  about 
this  local  rating  and  establishing  these 
Local  Boards.     Many  would  like  to  es- 
tablish them  ;  but  would  the  priests  like 
them  ?    No ;  and  if  it  was  attempted  to 
establish  them  great  difficulties  would 
be  encountered.     But  if  they  could  be 
appointed  he  did  not  doubt  that  they 
would  bo  productive  of  great  good  in 
enlisting  local  co-operation.    What  they 
wanted  in  Ireland  was  Local  Boards,  and 
local    co-operation    in    school   matters. 
They  should  not  always  look  to  the  Oo- 
vernment  for  increasing  aid.     I^t  them 
get  the  localities  interested  in  the  ad- 
vance of  education,  and  having  secured 
Local  Boards  and  local  management,  let 
them  come  to  the  State  for  increased 
aid.     Let  the  Oovemmont,  which  tried 
to  advance  education,  find  that  ardent 


Sir  XjfM  tUjifair 


local  co-operation  whidh  it  wished  to 
find,  and  let  it  discover  those  local  de- 
sires for  the  purposes  of  education 
which  wore  so  essential,  and  without 
which  the  education  and  enlightenment 
of  the  people  could  not  be  satisfactorily 
advanced.  An  hon.  Member  opposite 
(Mr.  Montagu  Scott)  said  that  on  the 
Vote  the  other  day  they  might  have  de- 
feated the  Government.  He  was  sorry  if 
that  were  so.  If  he  had  been  present  he 
should  have  voted  with  the  Government, 
not  because  lie  had  the  least  jealousy  of 
the  purposes  of  education  in  Ireland. 
He  did  not  care  whether  education  there 
was  denominational,  or  mixed ;  but  what 
he  did  care  for  was  that  the  State  should 
only  do  its  part,  and  that  the  nation 
should  do  its  part  in  order  to  meet  the 
State.  Without  that  they  could  not  ex- 
pect to  diffuse  education  over  Ireland, 
which  was  so  essential  in  order  to  pro- 
duce an  industrious  and  useful  people. 

Mb.  MABUM  said,  that  as  the  hne  of 
argument  taken  by  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  Courtney)  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down 
seemed  to  be  a  comparison  between  the 
local  aid  given  in  England  and  Scotland 
and  that  given  in  Ireland,  he,  for  hia 
part,  should  like  to  draw  some  compari- 
son between  the  resources  from  which 
the  local  aid  was  derived  in  the  two 
parts  of  the  United  Kingdom.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary had  also  used  as  an  argument  a 
comparison  between  the  local  aid  given 
in  England  and  that  given  in  Ireland. 
When  a  complaint  was  made  of  the 
large  increase  in  the  cost  of  the  Consta- 
bulary in  Ireland,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  immediately  drawn  a  compari- 
son between  the  amount  spent  on  police 
in  the  counties  of  England  and  the 
amount  spent  in  the  counties  of  Ireland. 
He  (Mr.  Marum)  declined  to  accept  that 
comparison.  Let  them  compare  the 
prosperity  of  the  county  of  Kilkenny — 
the  population  since  1841  had  decreiued 
from  20-2,000  to  99,000,  or  more  than  50 

Eer  cent — with  the  prosperity  of  any  Eng- 
sh county.  Thecounty  contained  508,000 
acres,  of  an  annual  value  of  £343,000. 
Let  them  compare  that  with  any  county 
in  England  of  the  same  area.  Let  them 
compare  the  taxation,  and  then  suppose 
that  the  two  counties  were  brought  into 
the  market,  would  there  be  any  compari- 
son between  either  of  theirrelative  values 
capitalized  ?     He  might  be  told  that  this 
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maintained  that,  in  proportion  to  her 
wealth,  Ireland  contributed  more  than 
England  to  the  cost  of  National  educa- 
tion. He  asserted  that,  even  if  it  were 
not  so,  it  was  England's  bounden  duty 
to  take  the  whole  burden  of  National 
education  in  Ireland  on  her  own  shoul- 
ders. The  wealth  of  England  had  been 
estimated  to  be,  as  compared  with  that 
of  Ireland,  as  13  to  1.  They  paid  much 
more  in  Ireland  for  National  education 
in  proportion — as  compared  with  Eng- 
land— than  1  to  13.  He  had  heard  the 
Chief  Secretary  say  that  the  ponce  con- 
tribution of  the  Irish  children  was,  on 
an  average,  4».,  and  that  of  the  English 
children  6».  Surely  4».  was  a  very  large 
proportion  indeed  for  Irish  children  to 
pay,  considering  the  relative  wealth  of 
the  two  countries.  Why  did  England 
expect  that  Ireland  should  pay  even 
a  larger  proportion,  and  stand  on  a 
level  with  her  in  this  particular  mat- 
ter ?  England  robbed  Ireland  of  edu- 
cation when  she  was  educating  her- 
self—  she  made  education  in  Ireland 
penal  for  several  centuries.  How  much, 
then,  did  she  owe  on  that  score  to  the 
Irish  people?  She  owed  a  debt  she 
would  never  be  able  to  repay.  England 
had  blinded  the  eyes  of  the  minds  of 
the  Irish  people,  and  now,  a  few  genera- 
tions later,  the  people  were  to  be  equal 
in  the  race  of  education  in  England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland.  Some  time  after 
robbing  Ireland  of  education  England 
was  eager  to  give  it  to  her  again — Pro- 
testant education.  She  desired  to  force 
that  on  the  Irish  people ;  but  they  would 
not  have  it,  and  the  result  was  that  they 
were  left,  in  a  measure,  to  pay  for  edu- 
cation themselves  out  of  their  own 
pockets.  Did  that  not  keep  up  still 
more  the  charge,  the  claim,  thoy  had 
against  England  on  this  question  of 
education?  Moreover,  there  remained 
this  fact — that,  at  the  present  day— as 
could  be  proved  by  Parliamentary  Ee- 
turns — Ireland  was  over-taxed,  and  paid 
a  larger  proportion  to  the  Imperial  Ex- 
chequer than  WAS  paid  by  England. 
Ireland,  not  only  in  the  matter  of  edu- 
cation, but  in  many  other  respects, 
was  over-taxed,  over-burdened,  and  op- 
pressed ;  and  yet  it  was  expected  that  in 
this  matter  of  education  they  would  be 
able  to  put  down  pound  for  pound,  and 
penny  for  penny,  in  proportion  with 
wealthy  and  opulent  England.  More-  j 
over,   the  population    of    Ireland    was  I 

Jt'r.  2\  D.  HnUittut 


divided.  There  was  a  large  seotion  of 
the  people  hostile  to  Irish  interests  and 
hostile  to  public  education,  in  so  far  as 
it  was  a  really  National  and  Catholic 
education,  and  from  this  section  they 
g^t  no  help.  This  section  gave  nothing 
towards  the  general  purposes  of  educa- 
tion in  Ireland  ;  any  money  they  had  to 
spend  in  that  way  they  preferred  to 
spend  on  proselytizing  insititutions.  So 
that  Ireland  was  placed  at  a  serious  dis- 
advantage all  along  the  line  in  this  mat- 
ter. These  circumstances  deserved  more 
consideration  than  they  g^t  from  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  or  from  the 
English  Government,  Whig  or  Tory  aa 
the  case  might  be.  Then  he  maintained 
that  there  was  not  in  the  whole  world  a 
people  who  had  to  so  large  an  extent 
voluntarily  taxed  themselves  for  pur- 

fioses  of  education  and  religion  aa  the 
rish  people.  They  had  in  Ireland  to 
support  the  whole  of  their  clergy.  They 
had  to  build  their  churches,  their  con- 
vents, their  monasteries,  and  to  do  it  all 
without  any  charge  upon  the  British 
Exchequer.  The  English  clergy  were 
paid  out  of  the  money  of  the  State; 
whereas  in  Ireland  there  was  no  claim 
in  that  matter  against  the  State.  Volun- 
tarily, and  of  the  free  hearts  of  the 
people,  hundreds  and  thousands  of 
pounds  were  paid  for  education,  con- 
vents, monasteries,  churches,  and  yet  no 
credit  was  given  to  Ireland  for  that  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  the  University  of  Edinburgh  (Sir 
Lyon  I'layfair).  Those  facts  should  not 
be  overlooked  in  this  matter.  More- 
over, the  Irish  National  Board  had  never 
been  popular.  Some  surprise  had  been 
expressed  that  in  50  years  a  better  result 
had  not  been  produced.  Why,  it  was 
only  quite  lately  that  they  had  been 
forcing  them  to  travel  in  anything  like 
a  national  groove.  For  some  time  this 
Board  was  dcnouncwl  by  the  guardians 
of  the  morals  and  the  faith  of  the  Irish 
people ;  and  when  the  Government  chose 
to  furce  on  a  system  of  (.-ducation  against 
the  wishes  of  the  people,  was  it  to  be 
wondered  at  that  the  operation  of  that 
system  did  not  produce  such  good  results 
as  wuuld  have  been  the  case  under  more 
prospi.Tous  ciroumstances  ?  All  those 
things  wont  to  show  that  on  the  side  of 
the  IriKh  people  there  was  no  fault ;  but 
that  there  was  great  fault  on  the  side  of 
the  Quverumeut  of  England  for  endea- 
vouring to  force  an  uni>opular  system  of 
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he,  and  so  exhortative  of  good  behaviour 
on  the  part  of  the  Irish  people.  But  the 
right  hon.  Qentleman  entirely  evaded 
the  question  which  the  Irish  Members 
wished  to  press  on  the  attention  of 
Parliament.  The  question  was  not  one 
of  the  incidence  of  local  taxation,  or 
local  effort  in  aid  of  education ;  but  it 
was  the  present  insufficiency  of  the  pay- 
ments made  to  the  National  School 
teachers  in  Ireland.  How  did  the  right 
hon.  Oontleman  attempt  to  meet  that 
point?  He  said  the  Government  had 
agreed  to  establish  Denominational 
Training  Colleges  in  Ireland,  such  as 
were  established  in  England  and  Scot- 
land ;  and  he  had  said  that  when  these 
Oolleges  had  been  at  work  for  some 
years  then  they  would  have  a  staff  of 
teachers  in  Ireland  who  would  be  able 
to  have  a  better  classification  and  to 
earn  higher  rates  of  salary,  and  who, 
being  better  qualified,  would  also  earn 
increased  results  and  enable  the  children 
to  secure  increased  attainments.  That 
might  be  all  very  true;  but  it  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  salaries  of  the 
present  teachers.  The  Training  Colleges 
might  hereafter  turn  out  a  very  efficient 
staff  for  teaching  purposes ;  but  the 
existing  teachers  would  not  benefit  one 
iota  by  the  higher  standard  which  was 
to  be  attained  hereafter  by  their  succos- 
Bors.  The  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  entirely  evaded  the  jx>int  at 
issue.  No  answer  had  been  attempted 
by  the  Government — the  Government 
did  not  make  an  appearance  of  concern- 
ing itself  to  understand  the  Vote.  The 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  sat  there,  na 
he  was  bound  by  his  Office  to  do,  with 
a  volume  of  the  Estimates  before  him  ; 
but  he  knew  nothing  about  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Irish  Education  Depart- 
ment. The  hon.  Member  know  himself 
that  he  did  not  possess  the  information 
necessary  to  enable  him  to  deal  properly 
with  this  subject.  Sitting  next  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  was  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Solici- 
tor General  for  Ireland.  He  (Mr.  A. 
O'Connor)  wondered  what  Englisli  Mem- 
bers would  think  if,  in  place  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Vice  Presiilent 
of  the  Council  (Mr.  Mundella),  tlioy 
were  to  see  in  charge  of  the  English 
Education  Votes,  and  directed  to  expound 
or  defend  them,  the  English  Attorney 
General  or  the  English  Solicitor  Gene- 
ral?    Wliy,    Knfflish   Members    would 
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simply  refuse  to  accept  the  Government 
Estimate.  They  would  refuse  to  pass 
it  without  a  much  better  explanation 
and  defence  than  either  of  those  officials 
would  be  likely  to  give.  The  Solicitor 
General  for  Ireland  sat  on  the  Front 
Bench  loyally  enough  to  do  what  service 
he  could  in  the  matter ;  but  it  was 
entirely  beyond  his  province  even  to 
explain  this  Vote  and  what  took  place 
in  connection  with  it  from  one  year's 
end  to  another.  The  hon  and  learned 
Gentleman  sat  there  merely,  perhaps, 
because  he  thought  there  should  be  at 
least  one  Representative  of  some  portion 
of  the  Irish  Executive  present.  Well, 
he  (Mr.  A.  O'Connor)  was  bound  to  say 
that,  under  these  circumstances,  the 
position  of  an  Irish  Member  discussing 
these  Irish  Votes  was  not  only  painful, 
but  cynically  painful.  It  made  a  man 
feel  that  he  came  to  the  House  simply 
because  it  was  his  duty  to  do  so,  and  not 
because  it  was  of  any  use — that  he  came 
simply  because  Ireland  called  him,  just 
as  he  would  shoulder  a  musket  if  she 
called  upon  him  to  do  it.  He  was 
unable  to  do  effective  work.  He  met,  as 
representing  the  Government,  a  Gentle- 
man who  could  not  be  a  master  of 
the  Estimate  ho  had  to  propose  to  the 
Committee.  It  seemed  to  him  that  this 
was  not  treating  the  Irish  Members — 
it  was  not  treating  the  poople  of  Ireland 
— it  was  not  treating  the  interests  of 
Ireland  with  that  respect  which  the 
Government  ought  to  show,  bringing  on 
Estimates  of  such  immense  consequence 
to  the  welfare  of  the  Irish  people,  with- 
out even  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  being  in  his  place.  Well, 
that  being  the  case,  the  temptation  was 
strong  on  one  not  to  say  a  word  on  the 
Vote  at  all;  but  simply  to  refuse  assent 
to  it — to  divide  against  it  as  a  whole. 
Yet  one  hardly  liked  to  do  that,  because 
it  would  seem  that  they  were  not  even 
giving  expresifion  to  the  feelings  of 
dissatisfaction  and  grievance  which  they 
knew  to  bo  very  strong  in  the  country. 
He  would  not  weary  the  Committee  by 
adding  to  what  had  been  said  on  the 
quostioii  of  tlio  pension  and  pay  of  the 
tenchors ;  but  In-  would  ask  tFu»  hon. 
and  learned  Goiith-man  the  Solicitor 
General  for  Ireland  if  ho  could  say  what 
the  Irish  Government  proposed  to  do,  or 
propose<I  to  submit,  with  regard  to  the 
position  of  the  assistant  teachers  ?  They 
were  classed  by  exauxiuation ;  but  whe- 
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but  which  in  a  countrjr  which  was  itself 
Catholic  was  almost  jncredible.  The 
Besident  Commissioner,  he  was  bound  to 
say,  had  expressed  his  regret  at  the  state 
of  things;  but  stated  that  while  the 
present  Bules  existed  he  was  unable  to 
give  any  assistance,  and  the  only  way 
m  which  assistance  could  be  obtained 
was  by  dismissing  the  monks.  The 
parish  priest  who  gave  this  information 
said — 

"This,  of  course,  I  declined  to  do,  for  the 
monk)  in  qaestion  were  men  who  had  actually 
received  certificates  from  the  CommiMionen 
themaelTes  as  qualified  teachers." 

He  added — 

"  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  school,  for  want  of 
Oovemment  assistance,  is  hardly  in  a  state  to 
justify  it  in  being  used  as  a  scbooL" 

It  was  tumbling  all  to  pieces ;  the  priest 
had  no  means  of  building  another,  and 
the  Commissioners  refused  to  give  him 
aid.    This  priest  went  on  to  say — 

"  These  Kules  were  made  at  a  time  when  the 
Commissioners  were  hostile  to  Catholic  educa- 
tion, and  when  it  was  declared  by  Archbishop 
Whateley  that  Catholic  education  would  be  one 
of  the  most  efiectual  means  of  undermining  the 
religious  instincts  of  the  people.  They  wanted 
to  throw  an  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  children 
getting  into  the  hands  of  religious  communities. 
They  are  not  now  so  bigoted." 

He  (Mr.  A.  O'Connor)  hoped  that  they 
were  not.  Up  to  the  year  1 855  monks 
were  allowed  to  teach  in  the  schools  and 
to  be  classified ;  but  after  the  year  1 8o5 
until  very  recently  they  were  not  allowed 
to  become  classified  at  all.  In  the  days 
of  the  late  Chief  Secretary,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Bradford 
(Mr.  W.  E.  Forster),  on  representations 
which  wore  made  to  him,  the  Rules 
were  changed,  so  that  the  members  of 
religious  communities  were  admitted  to 
classification  as  teachers ;  but  although 
the  grievan'.'e  was  in  that  way  partly  re- 
moved, und  the  teachers  were  allowed 
to  remain,  the  injustice  in  reference  to 
grants  for  buildings  was  not  removed, 
out  it  had  remained  to  the  present  day. 
The  Commissioners  themselves  were 
fully  aware  of  the  injustice.  The  Resi- 
dent Commissioni'r  had  written  to  sug- 
gest a  mode  of  evading  the  Rules ;  but 
nothing  had  been  done  to  alter  them. 
He  thought  if  the  Chief  Secretary  could 
have  been  present  the  Committee  might 
probably  have  heard  something  frum 
the  right  hon.  Qentleman  about  the  in- 
tention of  the  Government  to  alter  the 
Rules,  because  he  had  promised  to  look 
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into  the  matter  when  it  was  brought 
before  him  some  time  ago ;  but  in  the 
absence  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  how 
were  they  to  know  what  the  intentions 
of  the  Commissioners  were  ?  Then  there 
was  another  matter  upon  which,  as  well, 
the  Chief  Secretary  might  have  been  of 
use  if  he  had  been  present — namely,  in 
regpard  to  the  payment  made  to  the 
nims  as  teachers.  The  nims  in  Ireland 
were  unquestionably  the  best  teachers 
the  people  had,  and  that  was  a  fact 
which  had  long  been  recognized  by  &!• 
most  every  Inspector  in  every  part  of  the 
country.  The  Appendix  to  the  last  Re- 
port which  he  had  opened  casually  con- 
tained a  paragraph  stating  that  in  eight 
Convent  Schools  the  average  attendance 
was  1,347  ;  the  teaching  staff  consisted 
of  40  nuns  and  36  paid  masters;  the 
scholars  were  of  a  higher  class  than 
those  in  the  ordinary  schools  ;  and  the 
Inspectors  reported  that  they  had  no 
douDt  the  Convent  Schools  were  the  best 
in  the  district,-  far  surpassing  the  ordi- 
nary schools  in  the  supply  of  books, 
while  the  class  rooms  were  of  a  superior 
class,  better  kept  and  regulated ;  and, 
considering  the  higher  education  of  the 
nuns,  there  was  no  doubt  that  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  children  made  more  rapid 
progress  than  those  of  any  other  school. 
A  wholesome  tone  of  discipline  pervad«>d 
all  of  them,  and  in  many  of  them  tlie 
children  were  learning  extra  subjects. 
The  same  kind  of  testimony  was  given 
by  every  one  of  the  Inspectors  througli- 
out  the  country.  He  held  in  his  hand 
a  copy  of  the  Inspector's  Report  in  re- 
gard to  Kinsale,  and  it  was  of  such  a 
favourable  character  that  anyone  in- 
tere.otod  in  school  management  would 
take  an  interest  in  reading  it.  The 
total  number  of  pupils  in  the  school,  ac- 
cording to  Mr.  Sheehy's  Report,  was 
756 ;  the  teaching  power  was  ample. 
The  average  attendance  was  large,  and 
there  were  20  teachers  giving  instruc- 
tion in  literarj'  subjects,  ond  one  in  in- 
dustrial pursuits.  There  wore  also  seven 
monitrossos  belonging  to  the  school. 
He  believed  that  all  the  ladies  who 
taught  in  this  school  were  highly  quali- 
fied as  regarded  their  acquirements, 
method  of  teaching,  and  i^kill  in  orga- 
nization. The  lieiK>rt  of  the  Inspector 
stated  that  the  lady  who  had  the  chief 
charge  of  the  school  and  directed  the 
entire  education  of  the  children  and  the 
training  of  young  uimx  was  sui>erior  to 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
•<  That  the  Item  of  £26,668,  for  Salaries  and 

Wages,  be  omitted  from  the  proposed  Vote." 

—(Mr  Arthur  O'Connor.) 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Walkbr)  said,  the  hon. 
Member  for  Queen's  County  (Mr.  A. 
O'Connor),  during  the  course  of  his 
speech,  appealed  to  him,  and  suggested 
that  it  was  somewhat  strange  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Seore* 
tary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  should 
be  absent  upon  this  occasion.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  not  absent  through 
any  fault  of  his  own ;  he  was  anxious 
and  desirous  to  take  part  in  the  discus- 
sion of  every  important  Irish  question, 
and  to  listen  to  the  views  of  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen from  Ireland,  who  sat  below  the 
Gangway  on  the  Opposition  side  of  the 
House.  Unfortunately,  the  cause  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  absence  was  be- 
yond his  control.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  been  most  unremitting  in 
his  attention  to  the  Business  of  his 
Office,  and  for  a  long  time  he  had  been 
suiFering  from  indisposition.  Ho  (Mr. 
Walker)  was  quite  sure  that  if  the  hon. 
Member  for  Queen's  County  had  known 
all  these  circumstances,  ho  would  scarcely 
have  attributed  to  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman a  desire  to  purposely  absent  him- 
self from  this  disc^ussion.  They  must 
remember  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  present  the  other  evening  when  this 
subject  was  before  the  House,  and  that 
he  made  a  very  useful  contribution  tu 
the  debate  which  then  took  place,  em- 
bracing in  his  speech  most  of  the  points 
which  had  been  advanced  to-night.  He 
(BIr.  Walker"  could  not  allow  the  obser- 
vations of  the  hon.  Member  to  pass  by 
without  acquainting  the  Committee  with 
the  real  reasons  of  the  absence  of  his 
right  hon.  Friend.  Now,  everybody 
admitted  that  the  subject  which  was 
now  under  the  consideration  of  the  Com- 
mittee was  a  most  important  one,  inas- 
much as  the  cause  of  education  con- 
cerned not  only  the  Irish  people,  but 
every  people.  The  payment  of  teachers 
was  a  serious  branch  of  the  subject, 
because  if  teachers  were  not  paid  enough 
it  was  nut  alone  the  teachers  themselves, 
but  the  cause  of  education,  which  suf- 
fered. It  was  admitted  that  the  present 
system  of  edtication  in  Ireland  had 
failed  to  produce  the  results  which  were, 
at  all  events,  looked  for.  Both  the  lat« 
Government  and  the  present  Gorern- 


menthad  agreed  that  in  the  improve- 
ment of  Irish  education  money  was 
not  everything.  It  had  been  felt  that 
the  cause  of  education  would  be  pro- 
moted all  the  more  by  importing  amongst 
the  great  body  of  teachers  seal  and 
stimulus,  than  that  education  should  be 
supported  entirely  by  the  State.  It  had 
been  felt  that  every  stimulus  shonld  be 
offered  to  Local  Bodies  to  promote  educa- 
tion. The  Bill  that  was  introduced  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Memb^ 
for  East  Gloucestershire  (Sir  Michael 
Hicks-Beach)  failed,  it  was  said,  because 
the  voluntary  test  was  offered,  and  that 
test  had  already  broken  down.  The 
result  of  the  voluntary  test  was  summed 
up  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  University  of  Edin- 
burgh (Sir  Lyon  Playfair)  when  he  said 
that  £14,726  was  the  totol  of  tlio  volun- 
tary  contributions.  The  compulsory 
scheme  had  been  suggested,  and  it  wns 
shadowed  forth  by  his  right  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  Trevelyan)  that,  as  the  compulsory 
system  had  been  successful  both  m  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  it  might  with  advan- 
tage bo  applied  to  Ireland.  It  had  been 
argued  that  if  local  contributions  could 
be  given  to  the  great  cause  of  Irish 
education,  they  would  supply  the  zeal 
and  stimulus  which  certainly  were  want- 
ing, and  that  they  would  also  supply 
one  of  the  demands  in  the  present  sys- 
tem which  hon.  Members  had  alluded  to 
— namely,  that  they  had  not  thot  com- 

Slete  control  over  education  that  they 
esired  to  have.  The  greater  the  loctd 
contributions  were,  the  more  reason 
there  would  be  to  extend  control  to  the 
people.  For  these  reasons,  it  had  been 
thought  it  would  not  be  at  all  undesir- 
able to  give  the  system  a  trial.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Queen's  County  (Mr. 
A.  O'Connor)  called  attention  to  the 
alteration  of  the  Rules,  and  had  referred 
to  what  the  Chief  Secretary  had,  on  a 
previous  occasion,  said  upon  the  subject. 
He  (Mr.  Walker)  would  undertake  to 
communicate  with  his  right  hon.  Friend 
on  the  matter;  and  he  was  persuadf^l 
that  if  the  right  hon.  Gentloraan  had 
made  any  promiso  upon  the  subject  ho 
would  fulfil  it.  There  was  another  mat- 
ter to  which  the  hon.  Member  for  Queen's 
County  rt'ferre<l,  and  that  was  the  sup- 
port which  was  given  to  schools  con- 
ducted under  the  National  system  by 
nuns.  He  (Mr.  Walker)  knew  some- 
thing of  Irolaad,  and  ho  entirely  agreed 
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the  GoTomment  grant ;  though  thejhad 
proved  by  their  results  that  they  had 
achieved  the  great  object  of  teaching, 
they  were  only  allowed  a  small  grant 
because  they  could  not  comply  with  the 
regulation,   which   they  did  not  think 
convenient  to  their  close  order  and  re- 
tirement, which,  however,  in  no  way  de- 
tracted from  the  character  of  their  in- 
struction.    Who  supplied  their  schools, 
their  magnificent   convents,    and    resi- 
dential places  ?    The  Catholic  people  of 
Ireland ;   and  yet  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman forget  all  that,   and  shut  out 
from  his  vision  figures  showing  these 
facts.     It  was  a  computation  which  did 
not    exceed  the   bounds  of  possibility 
that  within  the  last  20  years,  two  de- 
cades of  the  utmost  adversity,  two  de- 
cades which  would  not  occur  again  owing 
to  the  legislation  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, the  Irish  people  had,  for  the 
purposes  of   religious   instruction,   ex- 
pended out  of  their  poverty  £4,000,000 
or  £5,000.000.     The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man (Sir  Lyon  Playfair)  had  said  that 
the  religious  element  was  one  of  great 
difiSculty.      It  was  aroused,   certainly, 
when  it  was  insulted  and  outraged.     The 
other  day  he  visited  a  little  Catholic 
school  in  Carlow.     There   was    not   a 
non-Catholic  within  20  miles ;   but   he 
found  that  all  the  reli{;iou8  oiublems  had 
been  locked  up  for  fear  the  Inspector, 
looking  in  suddenlj-,  should  see  them. 
There  was  a  mural  slab  in  the  school 
recounting  the  worth  of  a  former  parish 
priest,   the  inscription  concluding  with 
the  words — "God  rest  his  soul."     That 
slab  had  to  be  covered  up,  because  it  was 
against  the  Rules  that  such  an  iuscrip- 
tion  should  be  displayed.     Those  were 
trifles ;  but  they  went  to  make  life  miser- 
able, and  to  make  the  educational  system 
exceedingly  unpalatable  to  the  people. 
Now,  it  had  been  said  tliat  the  teachers 
in  Ireland  were  inferior  to  those  in  Eng- 
land and  Scotland.     To  say  that  was  very 
like  adding  insult  to  injury.     The  Irish 
Members  spent  hours   the  other   night 
showing  how  poorly  the  Irish   teachers 
were  paid,  and  yet   how    proficient    in 
their  art  they  wore  expected  to  bo.    They 
were  poid  £57  a-year,  or  only  half  what 
the  English  teacher  got ;  and  they  were 
given   none    of   the    social   position    a 
teacher  should  be  surrounded  with.     It 
was  to  the  credit  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary  (Mr.   Tro- 
velyan)  that  he  had  commenced  to  stem 
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the  torrent  of  injustice  by   providing 
Training  Colleges.      It    was   only  the 
other  day  that  there  were  no  Training 
Colleges  in  Ireland.     There  were,  how- 
ever, now ;  and  he  thought  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  Univer- 
sity of  Edinburgh  (Sir  Lyon  Playfair) 
would  acknowledge,   when  he  came  to 
consult  the  statistics,    how    badly    the 
teachers  were  paid.     If  the  teachers  had 
worked  under  the  same  conditions  as 
the    English  teachers,   and    had  then 
failed  to  achieve  proper  results,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  might  have  come  for- 
ward, and  with  some  ground  passed  cen- 
sure upon  the  condition  of  Irish  educa- 
tion.    Now,  he  (Mr.  Dawson)  entirely 
approved  of  compulsory  attendance ;  but 
he  was  of  opinion  that  they  would  never 
be  able  to  secure  a  proper  attendance  if 
the  religious  sentiments  of  the  people 
were  trampled  under  foot.     If  Denomi- 
national Schools  wore  organized  in  Ire- 
land a  great  source  of  irritation  would 
be  removed.    As  he  had  said,  in  Scotland 
a  school  was  allowed  to  receive  a  g^rant  if 
it  contributed  its  fair  share  towards  the 
secular  education  of  the  parish  in  which 
it  was  situated.    That  was  what  he  de- 
sired to  see  in  Ireland.    If  there  was 
such   a  condition  of  things  objections 
would  be  removed,  and  compulsory  at- 
tendance might  be  enforcea.     He  had 
had  an  opportunity  of  conversing  with 
many  of  the  Catholic  Prelates  on  the 
subject,  and  he  was  in  a  position  to  say 
that  those  prelates  were  not  opposed  to 
the  compulsory  system  if  it  was  properly 
safeguarded,  or  if  they  were  satisfied  as 
to  what  they  hal  a  right  to  look  after, 
and  what  it  was  their  g^eat  and  holy 
businesis   to  look   after  —  namely,    the 
faith  of  their  flocks.      There   were  in 
Scotland,     and     in     many     places    in 
England,  School  Attendance  Committees, 
which  did  not  work  such  g^at  revolu- 
tions   as   School    Boards.      Attendance 
Committees  were,  as  a  rule,  composed  of 
members  of  the  Corjjoration,  clergymen, 
and  others,  and  he  thought  that  such 
Committees  might   with   advantage  be 
formed  in  Ireland  ;  each  creed  would  be 
represented  on  the  Committee,  and,  as  a 
consequence,  there  would  be  no  hard- 
ship.    It  was  estimated  that  there  were 
only  2o  per  cent  of  illiterate  persons  in 
Ireland.     He  wished  that  those  persons 
could  read  and  write;  but  considering 
all  the  impodimonta  in  the  way  of  edu- 
cation in  Ireland,  and  all  the  grievances 
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the  wont-paid  sohools,  that  they  should 
get  a  small  sum  of  money  from  the 
State,  and  that,  at  the  same  time,  in 
Tery  many  cases  they  should  |i;et  no  fees 
whatever  from  the  pupils.  Many  of  the 
C!onTent  Sohools  were  nothing  more  nor 
less  than  Charity  Schools,  the  children  of 
which  paid  no  fees,  but  were  giren  a 
lonch  to  encourage  them  to  attend.  In 
the  case  of  such  schools  it  was  clearly 
the  duty  of  the  State  to  give  reasonable 
and  fair  compensation  to  the  teachers. 
Another  of  the  charges  which  had  been 
brought  against  the  Irish  people  was 
that  they  did  not  contribute  to  educa- 
tional purposes  as  the  English  and 
Scotch  people  did ;  but  he  believed  that 
was  an  entire  fallacy.  In  every  diocese 
in  Ireland  a  very  large  boarding  and  day 
school  existed  for  the  children  of  the 
well-to-do  parents,  and  these  schools 
received  no  support  from  the  State. 
The  priest  who  undertook  to  superintend 
the  erection  of  the  schools  built  the 
schools  entirely  at  the  expense  of  the 
Catholic  people,  supplied  Professors,  and 
did  everything  that  was  required,  with- 
out making  any  application  whatever  tu 
the  State.  The  same  applied  in  a  very 
marked  degree  to  the  provision  made 
for  the  daughters  of  well-to-do  people 
in  Ireland,  oecause  a  large  number  of 
thebetter  class  girls  were  sent  as  boarders 
to  the  different  Convent  Schools,  which 
schools  received  no  grant  from  the  State. 
So,  in  point  of  fact,  the  contention  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  the  University  of  Edinburgh  (Sir 
Lyon  Playfair)  was  entirely  unworthy  of 
consideration.  He  believed  that  the 
Irish  people,  in  proportion  to  their 
means,  were  very  much  more  liberal  in 
regard  to  education  than  the  people  of 
England  and  Scotland.  There  were  no 
wealthy  people  in  Ireland  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  the  education  of  children ; 
but  a  large  number  of  people  were  on 
the  verge  of  pauperism,  and  therefore 
it  was  too  bad  to  complain  that  the  Irish 
people  did  not  proviae  sufficient  funds 
for  educational  purposes.  Complaint 
was  made  that  the  Irish  teachers  were 
less  able  to  get  result  fees  than  the 
teachers  hero.  It  was  not,  however,  so 
much  the  result  of  lack  of  ability  on  the 
part  of  the  teacher  that  the  fees  were  so 
Bmdl ;  but  it  was  owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  children  wore  not  kept  at  school  a 
sufficient  length  of  time  to  enable  good 
results  to  be  attained.     Taking  it  all  in 
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all,  the  Oovemment  had  given  the  Iriah 
people  great  cause  to  complain  of  the 
way  in  which  they  had  dealt  with  educa- 
tional matters  in  Ireland.  Complaint 
was  very  justly  made  on  the  score  of  the 
salaries  paid  to  teachers  in  the  poaitioa 
of  nuns  who  taught  in  Convent  Schools 
for  years.  The  result  of  the  examina- 
tion of  pupils  in  Convent  Schools  had 
been  in  advance  of  the  National  Schools 
generally;  in  some  years  it  had  been 
decidedly  above  the  result  in  the  Model 
Schools  of  Ireland,  upon  which  a  larg^ 
amount  of  public  money  had  been  spent 
— spent  both  on  the  building  of  schools 
and  on  the  payment  of  teachers.  Ho 
thought  the  Government  ought  to  give 
hon.  Members  an  undertaking  that  the 
Chief  Secretary  (Mr.  Trovolyan)  would 
give  them  a  reply  with  regard  to  Con- 
vent Schools  on  Report.  On  a  former 
occasion  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
said  that  the  Gtivemment  did  not  pro- 
pose to  move  a  Supplementary  Estimate 
that  year  for  the  assistance  of  Convent 
Schools ;  but  he  (Mr.  Biggar)  thought 
that  if  the  Qt>vemment  were  not  pro- 
pared  to  do  that  this  year,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Trevelyan)  might  very 
fairly  give  them  his  views  with  reg^ard 
to  what  the  increase  ought  to  be  in 
future  years.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
might  give  them  his  opinion  with  regard 
to  the  amount  of  increased  salary  which 
ought  to  be  paid  to  the  nuns,  and,  also, 
as  to  the  assistance  afterwards  of  build- 
ing of  the  schools  in  which  nuns  received 
their  pupils. 

Mr.  DEASY  said,  he  was  very  glad 
that  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Cavan  (Mr.  Biggar),  who  was  so  tho- 
roughly well  acquainted  with  the  sub- 
ject, had  referred  to  the  question  of  the 
payment  of  nuns.  He  hoped  that  the 
Government  would  seriously  take  the 
question  into  consideration  next  Session, 
when  they  would,  he  trusted,  be  forced  to 
take  in  hand  the  general  question  of 
National  education  in  Ireland.  There 
could  not  be  any  doubt  that  the  nuns 
laboured  under  very  severe  disadvan- 
tages from  the  present  system,  which 
debarred  them  from  receiving  any  re- 
muneration as  result  fees.  He  could 
not  ooncoive  why  nuns  should  not  be 
paid  by  results  just  as  other  teachers 
were.  If  the  pupils  of  nuns  compared 
favourably  with  the  pupils  of  other 
teachers,  he  could  see  no  valid  reason 
for  refusing  to  them  similar  remunera- 
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of  the  Prime  Minister,  or  anyone  who 
happened  to  be  on  the  Treasury  Bench, 
who  oould  vote  down  any  proposition  they 
might  make.  He  ehould  be  willing,  and 
he  was  sure  that  everyone  on  those 
Benches  would  be  also  willing,  to  under- 
take that  they  would  never  come  into 
that  House  with  an  education  question 
relating  to  Ireland  if  they  were  per- 
mitted to  live  at  home,  and  settle  these 
matters  in  their  own  country.  These 
were  the  reasons  why  the  Irish  people 
did  not  come  up  to  the  standard  laid 
down  by  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  the 
Member  for  the  University  of  Edin- 
burgh. It  was  all  very  well  for  Scotch- 
men to  raise  this  question.  Irish  Mem- 
bers knew  perfectly  well  that  if  a  ma- 
jority of  Scotch  Members  decided  on 
doing  anything,  they  had  only  to  repre- 
sent the  matter  to  the  Gh>vernment,  and 
the  GK)vemment  was  quite  willing  to 
accede  to  any  demand  they  might  make. 
But  it  was  altogether  a  different  matter 
with  Irish  Members.  The  opinions  of 
all  Irish  Representatives  had  more  than 
once  concurred  with  regard  to  certain 
measures  being  necessary  for  the  coun- 
try ;  but  when  they  approached  the  Go- 
vernment, they  found  it  did  not  suit 
them  to  consider  the  question,  and  they 
were  simply  told  that  their  views  could 
not  be  entertained.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  had 
argued  at  great  length  on  a  large  num- 
ber of  statistics,  to  show  that  the  Irish 
people  ought  to  contribute  as  much  in 
Ireland  towards  National  Education  as 
the  people  contributed  in  England  ;  and 
he  said  that  even  in  the  case  of  Irish 
Harbours 

Me.  COURTNEY :  I  beg  the  hon. 
Member's  pardon — I  did  not  mention 
Ireland.  I  referred  to  the  Harbours  of 
Scotland. 

Me.  DEASY  said,  he  accepted  the 
statement  of  the  hon.  Gentleman.  Ue 
thought  he  had  referred  to  Ireland,  be- 
cause he  knew  that  he  never  made  any 
but  uncomplimentary  remarks  with  re- 
gard to  Ireland  ;  accordingly,  he  had 
taken  for  granted  that  nothing  uncom- 
plimentary to  any  country  but  Ireland 
oould  have  fallen  from  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man. But  as  he  had  disclaimed  the  ob- 
servation, he  should  pursue  the  matter 
no  farther.  He  would  conclude  by  again 
pressing  on  the  Government,  when  they 
took  up  this  question,  as  undoubtedly 
bsforo  long  they  would  be  compelled  to 

Mr.  Dtaty 


take  it  up,  to  seriously  consider  the 
question  of  improving  the  agricultural 
training  of  teachers  in  Ireland. 

Mb.  KENNY  said,  that  the  state- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  University  of  Edinburgh 
(Sir  Lyon  Playfair)  had  left  the  Com- 
mittee under  the  impression  that  the 
people  of  Ireland  only  contributed  lo- 
cally something  like  1  per  cent  of  the 
amount  necessary  for  the  purposes  of 
National  Education. 

SiE  LYON  PLAYFAIR :  I  said  18 
per  cent  in  school  fees,  and  1  per  cent  in 
local  rates. 

Mr.  KENNY  said,  he  wanted  the 
Committee  to  understand  that  19-6  of 
the  amount  necessary  to  develop  Na- 
tional Education  in  Ireland  was  sub- 
scribed by  the  Irish  people,  either  by 
local  rates  levied  by  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians, or  in  fees  paid  by  the  school 
children.-  That  was  the  actual  state  of 
the  case ;  but  it  seemed  to  be  the  im- 
pression with  many  Members  of  the 
Committee  that  the  people  of  Ireland 
only  contributed  1  per  cent.  It  was 
well  to  know  that  there  were  two  good 
reasons  why  the  people  of  Ireland 
could  not  be  expected  to  pay  local  rates 
for  National  Education.  In  the  first 
place,  there  was  no  law  making  it  com- 
pulsory upon  anyone  in  Ireland  to  levy 
taxation  in  support  of  National  Educa- 
tion; and,  in  the  second  place,  there 
was  no  local  representative  Body  which 
was  empowered  to  deal  with  and  dis- 
burse the  funds  which  might  be  col- 
lected. It  was  purely  optional  with  the 
Boards  of  Guardians  in  Ireland  whe- 
ther they  took  advantage  of  the  Act  of 
1875,  which  waspassiil  by  the  late  Go- 
vernment ;  and  when  ratepayers  and 
Boards  of  Guardians  saw  that  there  was 
no  power  whatever  to  control  the  distri- 
bution of  the  money,  it  was  only  natural 
that  the  Act  should  not  be  taken  advan- 
tage of,  and  it  was  only  the  fair  infer- 
ence thut  the  amount,  which  was  at  first 
estimated  at  £30,UU0  a-year,  should 
have  fallen  in  suoce<w<ive  years  below  the 
miserable  sum  of  £11,000.  He  would 
now  refer  to  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  Uni- 
versity of  E<iinburgb.  There  was  no 
person  whu  had  a  greater  admiration  for 
the  manner  in  which  the  Scotch  people 
managed  their  educational  affairs  than 
ho  had ;  and  there  was  no  one  more 
conscious  of  their  shortcomings  in  other 
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1840 


There  was,  of  course,  a  proportion  of  bi- 
linguista,  in  some  parts,  where,  although 
Irish  was  the  familiar  language  spoken, 
it  was  immaterial  which  language  should 
be  taught  them — although,  for  his  own 
part,  he  preferred  the  Gaelic.  Bat  where 
the  Gaehc  language  was  alone  spoken  ho 
contended  that  instruction  should  be  im- 
parted in  the  schools  in  that  language. 

Me.  PATEICK  MARTIN  said,  he 
wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  neglect  with  which  the  Go- 
Temment  had  treated  a  question  of  vital 
importance  to  the  Catholic  population 
in  Ireland — that  was  to  say,  the  mode 
in  which,  at  the  present  moment,  educa- 
tional endowments  were  devoted  solely 
and  exclusively  to  Protestant  purposes 
which  ought  to  be  used  for  the  general 
■  benefit  of  the  population.  Aldiough, 
perchance,  the  discussion  might  have 
have  been  more  fully  raised  on  the  Votes 
for  Endowed  Schools  which  had  been 
passed,  yet  as  he  had,  from  the  changes 
made  in  the  order  of  the  Votes,  not  been 
enabled  to  then  raise  the  discussion,  he 
desired  to  now  make  a  few  observations 
in  respect  to  the  conduct  of  tho  Board  of 
Education  in  taking  one  of  these  En- 
dowed Schools  under  their  control.  He 
referred  to  the  Rwords  Borough  School. 
That  school,  though  the  funds  by  which 
it  was  supported  were  directed  to  be  ap- 
plied for  the  educational  necessities  of 
the  inhabitants  without  distinction  of 
religion,  was,  at  the  present  moment,  used 
entirely  by  Protestants.  He  had  called 
attention  more  than  once  to  the  gross 
misapplicationlof  the  public  funds,  which, 
as  shown  in  the  Beports  of  the  Boyal 
Commissioners,  had  taken  place  in  the 
management  of  that  school.  The  Chief 
Secretary  had  not  attempted  to  deny  the 
existence  of  the  abuse,  or  the  injustice  of 
the  mode  in  which  the  revenues  of  the 
school  were  administered.  Yet  very  re- 
cently the  Board  of  Education,  though 
there  was  a  National  School  founded 
'  and  supported  by  the  Catholics  of  Swords 
out  of  their  own  resources,  had  granted 
to  this  Endowed  School  the  privileges 
and  rights  of  a  National  School,  and 
they  were  entitled  to  a  supply  of  school 
books  at  a  cheap  rate.  Let  him  briefly 
mention  that  this  Swords  School,  thus 
entirely  devoted  to  Protestant  scholars, 
was  originally  founded  under  a  Charter, 
and  supported  out  of  lands  g^nted  by 
Parliament ;  these  were  now  represented 
by  a  capital  of  £2'i,000,  from  which  a 

Mr.  Ju*tin  HunUy  M'Carthp 


revenue  of  about  £700  was  receired. 
Now,  the  conditions  of  the  Charter  were 
that  the  funds  of  the  Trust  should  be 
applied  generally  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  borough,  without  distinction,  for  the 
purpose  of  education. 

The  deputy  CHAIEMAN  (Mr. 
Shaw-  Lkfeyrk)  :  May  I  ask  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  what  connection  there 
is  between  this  case  and  the  Vote  before 
the  Committee  ? 

Mb.  PATEICK  MARTIN  said,  tho 
question  came  within  this  Vote  because 
tbe  money  intended  by  Parliament  to 
be  devoted  exclusively  for  the  benefit 
of  the  poor  who  rec|uired  State  aid  for 
National  Education  was,  by  the  Com- 
missioners, applied  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Swords  School.  At  least,  that  waa 
his  opinion,  subject  to  the  ruling  of  the 
Chairman. 

Thk  DEPUTY  CHAIEMAN  (Mr. 
Shaw  Lefkvrk)  said,  the  Committee 
were  engaged  in  discussing  the  item  of 
Salaries  and  Wages;  and  he  did  not, 
therefore,  think  the  hon.  and  leame<i 
Gentleman  was  in  Order  in  discussing 
the  supply  of  school  books,  by  the 
National  Education  Commission,  to  the 
Swords  Borough  School. 

Mr.  GEAY  asked  whether  it  was  not 
competent  to  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman opposite  to  discuss  the  question 
of  the  Swords  Borough  School,  seeing 
that  it  had  been  taken  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  National  Education  Board, 
whose  salaries  were  included  in  this 
Vote? 

Tub  deputy  CHAIRMAN  (Mr. 
Shaw  Lefevrx)  said,  he  understood  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  to  say  that 
the  relevancy  of  the  question  to  the  Vote 
under  discussion  lay  in  the  fact  that  the 
books  supplied  to  the  school  wore  paid 
for  out  of  the  money  voted  by  Parlia- 
ment. 

Mr.  PATEICK  MAETIN  said,  he 
need  not  state  that  ho  should  most 
readily  submit  to  the  judgment  of  tho 
Chairman.  The  hon.  Member  for  Car- 
low  (Mr.  Gray)  had  pointed  out  that 
the  salaries  of  the  Commissioners  came 
under  this  Vote  ;  and  he  (Mr.  Martin) 
ventured  to  think  he  was  right  in  con- 
tinuing his  account  of  their  action  with 
regard  to  the  Swords  Borough  School. 
He  might  remind  the  Chairman  of  the 
wide  line  of  discussion,  and  the  grave 
and  serious  questions  that  had  been 
more  than  once  raised  in  the  House 
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not  because  thej  admired  Earl  Sponoer 
at  all,  but  because  they  knew  thejrwould 
lose  their  situations  if  they  did  not  apo- 
logize. Now,  he  wanted  to  know  whether 
the  Government  approved  of  this  system 
of  Circularizing  teachers.  Was  it  a 
practice  in  this  country  ?  Would  the 
Government  in  this  country  insist  on  the 
health  of  all  the  Princes  and  Princesses, 
and  all  the  little  Princes  and  Princesses 
of  Wales  being  drunk  at  such  a  dinner? 
The  National  School  teachers  received 
JB57  a-year,  and  very  much  loyalty  could 
not  be  expected  for  that.  If  they  were 
to  be  required  to  drink  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant's health  at  their  dinners  they  ought 
to  receive  £10  extra  for  that  purpose. 

Mb.  COURTNEY  said,  be  was  not 
aware  of  all  the  circumstances  of  this 
case,  except  from  the  hon.  Member's 
speech ;  but  it  was  obvious  that  the 
matter  did  not  turn  upon  the  considera- 
tion of  any  particular  Government,  or 
on  the  individuality  of  Earl  Spencer. 
Drinking  his  health  was  part  of  the  cus- 
tom, he  being  the  Representative  of 
Her  Majesty.  He  could  not  conceive 
that  the  matter  had  anything  to  do  with 
Earl  Spencer  personally.  There  seemed 
to  have  boon  some  over-susceptibility  on 
the  part  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  who,  he 
thought,  had  rather  overstrained  the 
matter ;  but  it  did  not  seem  to  him 
worth  while  to  pursue  the  incident  any 
further. 

Mr.  gray  said,  he  thought  it  im- 
portant that  the  Committee  should  know 
whether  the  hon.  Gentleman  did  or  did 
not  mean  that  Mr.  Sheridan's  Circular 
was  to  be  acted  upon.  It  was  import- 
ant to  have  some  guide  for  the  future, 
and  it  was  from  that  point  of  view  they 
desired  to  discuss  the  matter.  It  was 
quite  impossible  in  Ireland  to  regard 
any  distinguished  person  occupying  the 
position  of  Lord  Lieutenant  simply  as 
the  Representative  of  the  Queen.  That 
never  had  been  and  never  could  bo.  He 
would  remind  the  Prime  Minister  that 
when  Earl  Spencer  was  Viceroy  in  Ir»'- 
land  in  1870,  as  the  Representative  of 
the  Queen  and  of  the  Government  which 
had  just  disestablished  the  Irish  Church, 
he  was  "Boycotted"  by  the  noblemen 
and  aristocracy  of  Ireland,  who  declined 
to  attend  his  Irriti,  or  liady  Spencer's 
drawing  rooms— not  because  they  wished 
to  show  any  disrespect  to  the  Queen, 
but  because  they  diapprovod  of  the 
policy  ho  roproM-ntod.  They  disapproved 
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of  Earl  Spencer  the  politician,  and  not 
of  Earl  Spencer  the  Viceroy ;  and  they 
took  every  opportunity  of  slighting  him. 
If  those  noblemen  and  gentlemen  had  a 
perfect  right  to  show  their  disapproval 
of  tho  policy  which  Earl  Spencer  then 
represented,  surely  the  same  right  ex- 
tended to  men  occupying  a  humbler 
position  if  they  thought  proper  for  any 
reason  to  disapprove  of  the  policy  of 
Earl  Spencer  the  statesman  and  politi- 
cian in  1 884.  The  action  of  these  teachers 
was  dictated  by  no  feeling  of  disloyalty, 
for  they  drank  with  all  proper  marks  of 
respect  tho  health  of  the  Queen ;  but 
was  it  to  be  made  a  matter  of  censure 
in  Ireland  that  persons  thought  fit  at  a 
banquet  not  to  express  approval  of  the 
policy  of  the  Viceroy,  who,  at  the  same 
time,  wa.4  the  Representative  of  the 
policy  of  the  Government  ?  Were  they 
to  be  visited  with  censure  for  that  ?  This 
Circular  of  Mr.  Sheridan  threatened 
them  with  dismissal  from  their  employ- 
ment ;  with  losing  their  situations  and 
being  reduced  to  beggary.  It  it  was  an 
offence  in  Ireland  not  to  drink  the  Lord 
Lieutenant's  health,  why  should  it  not 
also  be  an  offence  not  to  drink  the  Chief 
Secretary's  health  ?  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary was  supposed  to  be,  and  Constitu- 
tionally he  ought  to  be,  a  better  Repre- 
sentative of  the  Constitution  than  the 
Viceroy.  He  held  that  the  Viceroy 
ought  to  be  the  Representative  of  both 
Parties,  while  the  Chief  Secretary  ought 
to  be  tlie  Representative  of  the  policy  of 
the  Government.  Why,  then,  should 
people  not  be  threatened  with  dismissal 
if  they  did  not  drink  the  health  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  ?  They  might  think  Earl 
Spencer's  policy  had  been  a  curse  to  the 
country;  and  for  that  reason,  and  not 
hecauso  of  any  hostility  to  him  as  an  in- 
dividual, they  might  refuse  to  drink  his 
health.  The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
seemed  to  have  held  out  an  indication 
that  some  ^iM^i-iiitimatiou  should  be 
given  to  Mr.  Sheridan  that  he  hhould 
exhibit  no  such  extreme  sensitiveness  in 
the  future ;  and  if  that  was  to  be  taken 
as  an  assurance  they  might  let  the  matter 
end.  This  Circular  had  created  the 
greatest  feeling  of  indignation  among 
the  teachers ;  but  so  much  did  they  feel 
them^elves  under  the  power  of  the 
Board,  and  so  much  did  they  dread  the 
exercise  of  that  jvjwer,  that  they  wrote 
replies  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
Monaghaa  vMr.  Uealy)  had  not  charao- 


ISI.'i  SuppJ;  -ritit  |Ar.,i*T  '•.  IXHi;  S*rtt.-*  F,itwt*tt:  111ft 

!•  rl/'  1  f'Hi  «'p.n,rl_r    Wh'-n  tho /i»r«i-.- •.#.'     '■••.  ti  Tillv  ii    j-ii-!.?-  1   «  '.\\  !!.•    'Ir-  iin- 


.1  r-.  I-  I',    irl 


■I.  •':. 


I 


•   IV.-    »...  .    ;...  ,   .:.  1 


a  i«   •  \  \    .:■  ••  1.  ":•■:••  •!  » •  ••  i      •  •     ■ 

Jj  ■  <i     ;    i    r  •     i"  "         '■   ,   't    :       :    ;■     r.  i    !  '  ■ 

.<{  Mt    •«  1   «.:  .■.■     :  .!     1-      I  il.-     I.i.  .   :.  ;.    •  •     !.  . 

».!■•    t  •■.i'"  .'     -    •;  •'.•■  I!    i:  I    ;4*   1  !:••  ••«  i'  -  i\     -i 

ki.  ■■»  ri  ..  li    .  i.  ■.•.'••    II   •*••  r-.  •    i-  r  i'."  i-r  ■    ■  \'        •  •■■■.•.  T. 

t-'    '.-     A '       i  ■•    -•;:•.;.•..:•   1   t.i  .■.:••..         .  •  .    :    •        '  I  .\    r.    .      •     !  . 
li-  r-   I  U   •  •  M  i'..       :•      ■•    •       .  !■     ( •  r .     .  •        :     I  •  :.    ■    >•  !•:    i        ■'    ■     .  •    ..   r  •    „•■  • 

\i-   !■      •    -••  i       '  1  !.-    '•' II  ..•!•.•.«  I-    :•.  W      ■.  •      .  I:  •.       I.  ■.  ;      •    ■  ■  r  !v 


\  I  • 


1 


.t  • 

r  !. 


j..>.  1  I  .1;:'  r  ••  .:  .. -.r  I-  i  1  V.-  ..'  : 
C  :  .  1  •.!  1-  ,1-.  ■•  •  r  ;i'  i  ';.  I  •  ••  r-  .'-  ■  ■  i-i- 
Mr     M    r:  ,%     .i    %.m    !•    .  !•   !    i.   :.-.   ;,.i.  W  .     il!    Vl  Y        \ 


■■]• 


I-   .  .  .     1 


•>  .. 

I  •  ■  ■    -     •  '  ■• 

■   :  i»  ■    •  \  : 


J  .\:-  y  I...  •:.-  i;  V   i  '  -i  i-.-v  ?  ••  ]-...•  :  • .  i-.r;  ,•...;.•  }^  •■.    >■..,{ 

r  «■    •    '                 1    •.     •    r\-r*.  1    Mi;   ■!•  "••    :*ii-.      •■,■    ■./•.     i-    i  .■■•■•■  •     ir- 

«i.!i  I  •     i     ..    !   I  !      ■•'..■    I   -:•:   :.    i-i  :!v    ■•;•.:•■         I 

If'  !  1-.  1    H  .-    :    -t    .  i'.     li.i'i'-l  •  .  !■■-  i..;r.      •!..■  I.-. •. 

t'l  —  •<  .  ■  _'ii'  I.  !  .i!iv  l  -;.'..  i--;:.'  I.  ■••■  \  :  •  I  ..  i  •"  . 
T;.  ■•  ■  ■I'..  •  ■  .:i  i'-  •  .  '•■•■r-  n  r  !•  '.■'■'  r»  I-  •  •.  :■  •  » •  .  !r  ■  •'■  •  ;  :  •  •  !  - 
wii..  -1  ■  .  .  •  ;.  n.-  .  I  l-  I  ?ii.  •:•.  .!..:i>-  \l  '.I  \li-.|.i\:  '  Iv.--,  .i-.l 
•  •{  •  \*:  i.  .  .  !..»•,  '1  ;i-.  1  .:r*i':  ''i  .'  i  .■."  '  ■  •.•  .  •..•  '  .'.ti- 
ll. .  ■  ■  •  .-.•■  ..■  »'.%  •:.  I-  ■:.  ..•■:■  •  •  ■  .  V  .  •  ■.  •.  :::... 
(i  ■%•  !•  .  •  •  -'.  .'!«•■  •  .'  •!  •"'.•■  r  ••«  n  •  »-•  .  •  •••  ■  •  -'i- 
!•!  •  \  1  •;  •  .  I"  ;  :■••••'.•.'  \  •.■.".  I.  •  I  :  :  •  !  v  •  :  ;:•  .i".  !. 
S  :  '•■  I  •  •  I  •  1  I  •■!  '.r\  :.^  •  .  ..  :  .  i  •  •  i'  • 
I  ...  I-  •  !•  -  !  _  ;.•  ;'.-  'i  »  :•-.  1...  •  .-.  L-  .  .  • 
t;!-;.*  .-  .  .  •  ..«•'...  •  •.  .-  ;  ■  .••>.••■■ 
t:  ■.•••...  •.«;«...•:  ■  :  '.: 
I;    .     .      r     I                  .•  .-.         •       •         I  :  ■■;•   ••"'.■       i   •     • 

«...       ■   .  :  :  .:•      i    .-.!.. :'.  i  M     <,::\\     ^ 

ail :  '   I  .               •  .  •  . ,     .  I  ■.«  k  •■  ■    I  •  T  .  •  •    •• .               •   M       ,1 

t-k    i  r-    .  I    _•  .  .  I   •.    V    ■■  .:    I :     .  IV  i  .      .   ,          ...... 

yt  ■..[■.■••:  y-  ■  \    !     .    ■■.■■■.I   •.•        r  .  ■■:    .-.    •  .       .   ••■:      .  .■ 
■  I 


•     I    •;■. 


T-i  :.  •  •    .  1   . :  »•.  i       .  i  •    -A    '  V  •'. 

a!.!':      !...••.••     .-.  !  .  tv   !>.  i-   ••..  v  M      '.I  V!  •-.>%!       I      »-.      ■•.    .» 

».;'.::•••■'       .•  ■    •       -■■    '.-.  ■..•«        ^  i;  )■-.■»     .    ;       •      .•    •  .      '.    •.     M.       •..  :\ 

I •  .      \           I':     .;.:.•      .f    •■.■     I'  .  ■.'.-.'.  •  .          ^  .     ■     y.     •        ...::■         1    .    ii.'    ii-. 

«.         •  ■    •     .    "          I!    _•-'.'•>■:•••:.■•    '         ..•..-  ■    •■■    I    ■    n.     1,1 

<1:.-  ^  •  .■■        1  •  .     .;   •  .     I':.-  .•     M  ■    «••  :  'k\     i  .-   :.■         :•.•■•.••        1     »•  .   I   •!.   '.> 

-  -n '.  ■    •.«  I  •     ;     •  ii  i:        !  .  ■:■     M    •■;  .       ;  '    ..    \     '      '    i  •          •     ■    '.  •      •    .'  •;.     .11 

»^.  '.  .-.    .         .:  •  .  .■.'•  .    I.  r  !  I    .  1-      .-.•  '•■.•.        .     ••         :■.•>■.!       If 

-'''■■.   i    :.'    ■      .;    ■■      :   I    »    •.     .■      I  ..  .  1  •  .    • 1-   ■;  •  ■■   V ..  w 

l-...  ■.      •  .^•  •       :    ■^      .    \       ■   .!..:.  -■     !       :  .:    •         ■      '  •    :    ■  .^            .    •     ■     I  r , -!.    I '■  ■  ,. 

r-  ■   ■  :  •   :       \     \      !    •    ■  V  -.1  ■  r-      i    ;    i-  \  ■■.  :  .  .                    ■    i       .    ,•             v ;     ■  .    I    •:.  .•? 

I  .••■..•■  .      i  i    •:■■.•  I  •:    ■  :    ..    .,       ,.  •       •           I  •   /•  •  !.. 

i:.  ■  .  ■  •         A        .   •        '    .       ■'••■••  i  ■.•••■     -         •      •■     ■  ■•    ■  ■     ;. 

n.  .      ■■         ."       •  •        1   I;  I  :  •      •     I      ■.        I  ,       .    j-....» 

n.  J   '  '           il     •     ■  .      •  ■    ■  ..       ■       1  •!     ."      •    I  •  .       ■  r  ■          .       •  . 

»  .  ■             •••■..•«..■  I     :    I  »      >       ■      •    •■        1     ,■                   •..  i» 

«  . !  1 '    .    ■  -    *  ■  ■  ^    rt    1     ,' »  .     '          I  r  -  .  •*            '           •       '      ■   •      ,     ■    !      '      :   ••  I 

j>--" .             .■.%./.■■■■            .  ■  ::                    .  ■  .       ;                   •    .•  \ 

t  .    .  .                       ..:•»......•  •.••.•'              I    .    .    ■     •         :;  :....| 

!:.>.!         :•«•'.•■.■  '.  ■  ■     .  •  ■      ■      1   ■     1 .  ■              •     ■  .  •  I    ■»  •  I 

\i     >  1 1 .  \ :  •  ■> ;  •  N I .     ^ .  -     '.■••.•  i»  ■  •    •        I   .     .  ■ .  t            ■  ':  '.  a 

|v"»«  '-■.•'          ,   -     i    -      •.      i"     ■       '  i*   '  \     '                       ;       ;                          •  r         fj    '  .'■    1% 

i\  '    T,         •    r  •  .     ;       .     i?           ,;■•»•  i.   •     i    •    ■              i            •       :  .          ~j    •.  -r 

<•:  •                        \-  •■  ■  >•  •       '     .. ;  *^  ••      ,.       .   •  !     ■•                •.•',-  it.  I 

Cf'  •»:»■■  •        I  ■  ;  I  1    ■    .'■  '..i:.*    -!•...;  ■._••»                                    .  •        f     »•  rr 

.••   •        -•  •       il     ; .    •  •    ••    -      •*  -.-i    il 

;...»'    .."    «     .•  i    i.*\-  I               .    ,    ..  .      .'.,•);.    '.:.    -d'U    iLvT 


$;,!.',.■.;■: 


1817 


Supply— Civil 


{OUMMONS] 


8«nie»  EtiimaUt. 


1S48 


might  be  sohool  teachers,  in  such  a 
matter.  If  I  may  venture  to  give  an 
opinion,  and  always  reserving  the  right 
to  change  that  opinion  on  circumstances 
not  now  known  to  me  coming  to  light,  I 
should  say  that  Earl  Spencer's  wish 
would  be  that  his  health  should  be 
drunk  freely,  or  that  it  should  not  bo 
drunk  at  all.  At  any  rate,  I  should 
think  he  would  deprecate  any  interfer- 
ence with  individual  liberty  for  the  pur- 
pose of  procuring  a  compliment  which, 
under  such  circumstances,  and  when  so 
procured,  would  be  of  little  value.  That 
M  the  impression  with  which  I  should 
be  disposed  to  look  upon  the  matter.  I 
hope  that  the  day  may  be  coming  near 
when  the  Crown  and  everything  relating 
to  it  may  be  welcomed  in  Ireland  wim 
the  heartiest  loyalty.  I  cannot  deny 
there  is  something  in  the  distinction 
drawn  in  the  double  character  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  who  is  certainly,  on 
the  one  hand,  the  Bepresentative  of  the 
Grown — and,  in  my  opinion,  the  Crown 
has  never  been  more  worthily  repre- 
sented— and,  on  the  other  hand,  a  par- 
tisan statesman  who  identifies  himself 
with  those  measures  of  which  we  may 
take  different  views  according  to  the 
political  opinions  we  may  entertain.  It 
will  be  felt  we  cannot  go  further  into 
the  matter,  not  knowing  more  about  the 
state  of  the  case ;  and  I  would,  therefore, 
express  a  hope  that  the  discussion  may 
not  be  continued. 

Mr.  T.  V.  O'CONNOR  said,  he  would 
not,  after  what  had  fallen  from  the 
Prime  Minister,  further  pursue  the  sub- 
ject. The  right  hon.  Qeutleman's  state- 
ment formed  a  very  satisfactory  conclu- 
sion to  the  debate.  He  (Mr.  O'Connor) 
wished  again  to  call  attention  to  a  sub- 

i'ect  which  he  was  sorry  to  say  he  had 
lad  to  note  every  year  without,  ap- 
parently, any  amendment  on  the  part 
of  the  Department.  He  found  that  this 
year,  for  books  and  apparatus,  a  sum 
of  no  loss  than  £3o,000  was  set  down, 
which  was  an  increase  of  £l,OUU  on  the 
Estimate  of  last  year.  Now,  he  had 
called  attention  over  and  over  aeain  to 
the  character  of  these  books.  He  did 
not  suppose  that  any  Education  De- 
partment in  tho  world  purchased  books, 
from  the  standpoint  of  common  sense 
so  imbecile,  from  the  stand{)oint  of 
literature  so  worthless,  and  from  the 
point  of  view  of  nationality  so  insulting, 
as  the  Irish  Board  of  Education.  Owing 
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to  the  system  adopted  in  Ireland,  the 
use  of  these  books  was  practically  com- 
pulsory, and  there  was  nothing  like  free 
trade  in  the  choice  of  books  as  there 
was  in  England.     He  knew  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  would  not  be  able 
to  give  him  any  assistance  in  this  matter, 
as  ho  was  as  innocent  of  information 
upon  them  as  he   was  of  the  ancient 
literature  of  Ireland.     No;  it  was  per- 
haps possible  that  the  hon.  Qentleman 
did  know  something  about  the  ancient 
literature  of  Ireland;  but  he  certainly 
did  not  know  anything  about  the  Na- 
tional School  books  of  that  coimtry.   The 
Irish  Members  had  reason  to  complain 
of  the  manner  in  which  these  Irish  ques- 
tions were  treated.     For  the  first  time 
for  a  considerable  period  they  had  had 
an  utterance  from  the  Prime  Minister 
on  an  Irish  question,  and  that  utterance 
had  been  of  a  very  satisfactory  character. 
He  thought  if  the  Prime  Minister  were 
to  intervene  more  frequently  in  Irish 
matters,  they  would  have  more  reason  to 
be  satisfied  with  what  went  on  in  that 
country.     They  brought  on  Irish  sub- 
jects, and  the  right  hon.  Oentleman  the 
Chief    Secretary — owing  to  an  illness 
which  they    all    regretted  and    hoped 
would  be  soon  terminated — was  absent 
from  his  place.     Tho  Solicitor  General 
for  Ireland,  with  a  prudent  reserve  not 
always  practised  by  I^aw  Officers,  con- 
fined himself  to  giving  opinions  as  sparse 
as  lawyers  usually  gave  when  they  were 
asked  to  give  them  for  nothing.     The 
hou.  and  learned  Gentleman  chained  his 
tongue,  and  declined  to  say  anything  as 
to  tho  educational  administration  of  Ire- 
land.    The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
being  an  old  journalist,  was,  of  course, 
able  to  pick  up  information  with  groat 
facility,  and  was   able  to  give  it  with 
that  air  of    omniscience   which    every 
leader  writer  was  able  to  display  who 
was  worth  anything  to  a  newspaper  pro- 
prietor.    If  ho  Mr.  O'Connor;  had  been 
foolish  enough  to  give  forth  a  small  share 
of  th<-  large  store  of  knowle<lge  he  might 
have  on  a  particular  subject,  tho  hon. 
Qentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
would  get    up    and  convince   English 
Members  of  the    Committee,   and   en- 
deavour to  teach  him,    that    his    (the 
Financial  Secretary's)  knowledge,  as  com- 
pared with  his  ,Mr.  O'Connor's),  was  as 
an  EncycloiHcdia  conipared  to  an  A  B  0 
or  early  primer,     llowever,  he  would 
not  now  go  fully  into  the  arguments, 
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on  good  grounds  the  complete  abolition 
of  these  Model  Schools,  and  the  utiliza- 
tion of  the  funds  for  many  other  pur- 
poses. Like  mauy  of  the  recommenda- 
tions of  other  Commissions,  however, 
this  recommendation  had  remained  such, 
and  nothing  more,  up  to  the  present 
day.  The  hon.  Member  forCarlow  (Mr. 
Dawson)  had  obtained  a  Return  dated 
12th  of  August,  1880,  which  showed 
the  work  of  these  schools.  At  that  time 
they  were  in  receipt  of  £36,086  a-year. 
The  sum  seemed  now  to  be  somewhat 
reduced ;  at  any  rate,  the  amount  asked 
for  in  the  Estimate  was  only  £33,543. 
Probably,  if  the  matter  were  properly 
explained,  it  would  be  shown  that  the 
schools  had  some  other  source  of  income 
which  was  not  mentioned  in  the  Betum, 
but  which  would  bring  the  amount  up 
to  £36,086.  But,  whether  the  exact 
sum  was  £33,000  or  £36,000,  the  Com- 
mittee would  agree  with  him  that  the 
sum  was  a  substantial  one.  It  was  only 
right,  when  the  Boyal  Commission  had 
stated  that  this  sum  should  not  be  ex- 
pended any  longer  on  this  particular 
purpose,  that  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury— a  Gentleman  so  jealous  of  the 
public  purse — should  give  some  intima- 
tion why,  for  the  past  15  years,  ho  and 
his  Predecessors  had  asked  the  House 
to  sanction  this  expenditure.  Now,  the 
Beturn  to  which  he  referred  was  a  Be- 
tum first  giving  the  cost  of  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Model  Schools,  and  this  he 
found  to  be  £160,304.  The  cost  of  the 
staff  and  maiutenami'  was,  as  he  had 
stated,  given  at  £3(>,08C ;  and,  besides 
those  figures,  the  Return  gave  the  num- 
ber of  pupils  on  the  books,  and  an  ana- 
lysis of  them  both  as  to  their  religion 
and  the  occupation  of  their  parents.  In 
1880  there  were  only  11,873  pupils  on 
all  the  books  of  the  Model  .Schools  of 
Ireland.  For  these  11,800  pupils,  this 
£160,000  had  been  spent  on  buildings — 
and  very  splendid  buildings  they  were — 
and  I'arliament  was  called  on  to  vote 
£36,000  a-year.  When  they  compared 
the  miserable  salaries  paid  for  the  ordi- 
nary National  Schools  of  the  country  with 
the  enormous  Vote— proportionately  to 
the  number  of  scholars  educated  in  the 
schools — forthese  Model  Schools,  it  would 
be  seen  that  there  were  occasions  when 
the  Treasury  could  not  only  bo  liberal 
out  of  Imperial  funds,  but  even  extra- 
vagant, in  some  Departments  in  Ire- 
land.    They  found  an  explanation  when 
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they  oame  to  make  an  analysis  of  the 
soholarsin  theschools,  andtheoccupations 
of  the  parents.  For  reasons  into  which 
he  need  not  now  enter,  the  Heads  of  the 
Catholic  Church  in  Ireland  had  lonff 
ago  declared  their  complete  disapproval 
of  the  Model  School  system,  and  had 
warned  their  clergy  and  their  flocks  not 
to  permit  Catholic  children  to  attend 
those  schools.  He  would  not  go  into  the 
reason  why  the  Catholic  Church  in  Ire- 
land adopted  that  view.  SufiSce  it  to  say 
that  it  had  adopted  it.  The  propor- 
tion of  Catholics  and  Protestants  in  Ire- 
land was  as  5  to  1 ;  yet  out  of  the  total 
number  of  11,873  scholars  in  the  Model 
Schools — and  this  was  sufficient  in  itself 
to  condemn  them— only  3,198  were  Ca- 
tholics, the  rest  being  Protestants.  There 
were  4,100  belonging  to  tiie  late  Estab- 
lished Church,  and  3,641  Presbyterians, 
the  remainder  belonging  to  other  Pro- 
testant denominations.  Thus,  while 
Catholics  were  an  enormous  majority  of 
the  entire  population,  they  were  only  a 
small  minority  of  the  scholars  educated 
in  these  Model  Schools.  The  schools 
were  kept  up  for  the  advantage  and  con- 
venience of  a  small  minority  of  the  popu- 
lation, composed  of  wealthy  persons  who 
had  no  claim  whatever  to  education  at 
the  public  expense.  When  they  came 
to  analyze  the  parentage  of  the  children 
they  were  educating  gratuitously  they 
found  that  his  statement  with  regard  to 
their  social  condition  was  absolutely 
verified.  Of  the  11,873,  34  4  were 
agents  or  managers ;  and  surely  an 
agent  or  manager,  whatever  agency  or 
managership  he  might  hare,  had  no 
claim  to  have  his  child  educated  gratui- 
tously. Ue  was  not  sure  that  some  of 
these  parents  did  not  pay  the  nominal 
sum  of  5«.  a-quarter.  Some  of  the  chil- 
dren were  educated  gratuitously  ;  but  in 
some  cases  a  nominal  payment  was  made. 
Six  were  ajxithecaries,  29  were  archi- 
tects— who  were,  undoubtedly,  profes- 
sional men — 30  were  artists,  Is;  were 
attorneys,  33  auctioneers,  10  bailiffs,  2 
barristers,  8()  clergjnuen — endowed  al- 
ready by  the  State,  and  nitw  g-tting 
their  children  educated  ft»r  nothing — 1!42 
were  clerks,  72  engineers.  2  fishery  pro- 
prietors— he  should  like  to  know  what 
claim  fishery  proprietors  had  to  have 
their  children  educated  for  nothing — 210 
were  Government  trnployii  other  than 
clerks,  25  H  were  grocers,  36  were  medi- 
cal doctors,  284  merchants  and   tailors, 
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and  people  other  than  agrionltursl  la- 
bourers, journeyman  shoemakers, tailors, 
bricklayers,  masons,  and  so  forth,  were, 
perhaps,  amongst  the  most  needy  men  in 
Ireland,  and  amongst  those  who  most  re- 
quired State  aid  in  the  education  of  their 
children.  These  classes  were  generally 
most  industrious,  and,  in  intelligence, 
were  far  above  the  agricultural  labourer. 
They  were  certainly  not  amongst  those 
who  did  not  require  this  kind  of  educa- 
tion. Ho  only  mentioned  those  items 
he  had  heard  the  hon.  Member  refer  to, 
and  which,  he  maintained,  were  mis- 
leading. 

Me.  COURTNEY  said,  that  at  that 
time  of  night,  when  it  was  the  desire  of 
the  Irish  Members  to  enter  upon  the 
consideration  of  other  subjects,  he  did 
not  feel  justified  in  occupying  much  time 
in  replying  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Car- 
low  (Mr.  Gray).  This  question  was  one 
which  had  been  often  discussed.  The 
Model  Schools,  everyone  must  admit, 
were  institutions  which  few  regarded 
with  satisfaction.  Some  of  them  mieht 
be  fairly  described  as  a  success;  but 
there  were  others  which  certainly  had 
not  been  successful;  but,  as  the  hon. 
Member  for  Carlow  must  know  very 
well,  it  was  one  thing  to  set  up  a  school 
and  another  thing  to  abolish  it.  So 
long  as  these  schools  were  in  existence 
and  maintained  a  fair  average  of  attend- 
ance of  scholars,  it  would  be  difficult  to 
put  nn  end  to  them. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR:  What 
is  the  intention  of  the  Government  with 
regard  to  them  ? 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  ho  was  unable 
to  answer  that  question  at  that  moment. 
The  attendance  at  present  was  at  least  a 
fair  average.sufficientto  justify  the  main- 
tonanoo  of  tho  schools.  There  was  an 
average  attendance  of  90  at  tho  smallest 
Provincial  Model  School.  That  was  suffi- 
cient to  justify  the  maintenance  of  the 
school.  The  larger  Model  Schools  had  n 
very  respectable  attendance.  Tho  schools 
were  there  if  scholars  chose  to  make  use 
of  them ;  but,  as  the  hon.  Gentleman  had 
pointed  out,  they  had  come  under  tho 
ban  of  tho  Catholic  hierarchy,  and  for 
that  reason  were  not  attended  by  as 
many  Catholic  pupils  as  might  be  ex- 
pected in  proportion  to  the  population. 
The  Ijon.  Member  had  hinted  that  many 
persons  availed  themselves  of  this  Model 
School  education  for  their  children  who 
were  perfectly  well  able  to  pay  school 

VoUmtl  Kinf-Uatman 


fees.  A  great  many  of  the  parents  did 
pay  school  fees  according  to  their  means. 
Three  thousand  paid  1«.  \d.  per  quarter, 
4,000  paid  2«.  6d.,  2,700  paid  5«.,  and 
595  paid  10«.  That  595,  he  should  think, 
would  cover  a  good  many  of  those  the 
hon.  Member  had  referred  to  as  hardly 
eligible  for  gratuitous  education.  He 
should  hope,  at  least,  that  it  would  in- 
clude the  newspaper  editors  and  proprie- 
tors. Then  there  were  35  who  paid  £1 
a-quarter.  Many  of  the  parents,  there- 
fore, the  hon.  Member  had  referred  to 
should  be  exempt  from  his  censure. 

Mb.  KENNY :  Does  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber mean  that  those  who  pay  the  highest 
fees  compensate  the  State  for  the  amount 
expendea  on  them,  or  that  the  average 
payments  compensate  the  State  ? 

Mb.  COURTNEY:  Of  course,  not 
the  average. 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL: 
We  all  regret  sincerely  the  absence  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  par- 
ticularly the  cause  of  that  absence.  It 
is  a  perfect  farce  discussing  Irish  Edu- 
cational Estimates  with  no  one  to  take 
part  in  tho  discussion  from  the  Gh>vem- 
ment  Bench  but  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  for  it  is  plain  from  his  defence 
that'  he  is  hopelessly  ignorant  of  the 
whole  subject  of  Irish  afiPairs  from  be- 
ginning to  end.  If  he  had  not  been  so 
hopelessly  ignorant  of  these  affairs,  he 
could  not  have  concealed  from  the  Com- 
mittee that  these  Mo<lel  Schools  are  about 
the  greatest  imposture  which  could  be 
kept  up  in  Ireland.  The  House  of  Com-' 
mens — particularly  the  English  portion 
of  it — have  always  been  under  the  im- 
I>res8ion  that  there  is  a  system  of  mixed 
education  in  Ireland,  and  these  Model 
Schools  are  very  often  triumphantly 
pointed  to  as  a  part  of  the  great  success 
of  mixed  education  in  Ireland.  But 
the  fact  is  that  mixed  education  does 
not  exist  in  that  country.  The  education 
there  is  thonmghly  denominational,  and 
the  House  of  Commons  has  usually  pre- 
ferrtMl  to  recognize  the  fact  that  it  is 
maintaining  in  Ireland  by  grants  from 
the  State  a  system  of  education  as  de- 
nominational as  it  can  be.  Yet  these 
Model  Schools  are  every  year  trotted  out 
to  persuade  the  House  of  Commons  that 
there  is  a  system  of  mixed  education 
existing  in  Ireland— a  system  in  which 
Catholics,  Presbyterians,  and  members 
of  the  Church  of  England  join  together 
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mind  tbat  tbis  was  a  matter  which  had 
been    frequently    discussed    since    the 
Boyal    Commission    condemned    these 
schools  in   1869,  he  must  say   it   was 
time,  haying  now  arrived  at  the  year 
1884,   for  the   Government  to  at  least 
contemplate  the  possibility  of,  at  some 
period  or  other,  making  up  its  mind 
with  regard    to   the  schools,   and   an- 
nouncing its  decision  to  the  House.     As 
the  hon.  Gentleman  said,  when  a  school 
was  established  it  was  difficult  to  abolish 
it ;  but  how  many  generations  were  to 
elapse  before  the  Government  would  put 
a  stop  to  this  system  of  education  ?     He 
should  be  content  if  the  noble  Marqueps 
(the  Marquess   of   Hartington)  would 
state  that  this  time  next  year  the  Go- 
remment  would  say  what  decision  they 
had  come  to  with  regard  to  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Boyal  Commission  of 
1869.     He  should  be  delighted  to  with- 
draw his  Motion,  and  to  give  the  Go- 
Tomment  another  12  months  to  consider 
the  subject.     It  was  easy  to  vote  them 
down,  no  doubt ;  but  he  did  think  the 
Irish  Members  had  a  moral  right,  in  the 
face  of  the  Beport  of  the  Koyal  Com- 
mission and  of  the  Boturn  which  had 
been  quoted  to  the  Committee,  to  insist 
on  the  Gt)vemment  telling   them    that 
they  would  give  the  matter  their  serious 
attention.     Ho  did  not  think  it  was  ne- 
cessary for  him  to  reply  to  the  strictures 
of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the 
Member    for    the    County    of    Dublin 
(Colonel  King-Harman).     He  had  been 
abundantly  dealt  with  by  the  noble  liord 
fliord  Bandolph  Churchill).     He  (Mr. 
Gray)  considered   that  when  the  Irish 
Church  and  the  incumbents  of  benefices 
in  that  Church  got  large  sums  which,  by 
a  special  Act  of  Parliament,  they  were 
able  to  convert  into  a  special  fund  for 
that  Church,  it  did  constitute  an  endow- 
ment.    The  clergj"  of  the  Disestablished 
Church  in  Ireland,  whether  they  were 
at  that  time  incumbents  or  not,  who  now 
derived  benefit  from  the  fund,  were  now 
entitled  to  be  considered  as  endowed  by 
that  fund,  and  were  not  fit  persons  for 
public  charity.      He  was  ({uite  aware 
that  the  Church  had  been  disestablished 
in  18'i9  ;  but  he  knew,  alco,  that  it  had 
not  been  disendowed.      He  should  be 
content  with  the  absence  of  the  riglit 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Becretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  if  they  could  have  i 
an  assurance  that  between  this  and  next 
year  the  Government   would  take  this 

Mr.  Gray 


matter  into  consideration.  On  that 
understanding — if  anyone  would  tell 
them  that  the  Beport  of  the  Commission 
would  be  acted  on — ho  should  be  willinsr 
to  withdraw  his  Motion ;  but  if  he  did 
not  receive  such  an  assurance,  and  if  he 
was  informed  that  all  these  wealthy 
persons,  or  persons  presumed  to  be 
wealthy,  were  to  continue  to  have  their 
children  educated  by  the  State,  although 
he  should  be  beaten,  he  should  consider 
it  his  duty  to  go  to  a  Division. 

Mb.  BIGGAIl  said,  he  was  not  dis- 
posed to  argue  this  question,  as  the  hon. 
Member  for  Carlow  (Mr.  Gray)  had 
argued  it  in  a  better  way  than  he  could. 
He  should  like,  however,  to  make  an  ap- 
peal to  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury. 
He  (Mr.  Biggar)  very  often  blamed  the 
Government  for  giving  large  sums  of 
money  where  it  was  not  required ;  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  for  being  exceedingly 
stingy  where  they  ought  to  be  liberal. 
This  was  a  case  in  point.  What  they 
did  in  the  matter  of  Irish  education  was 
this.  They  gave  over  £3  a-head  for  all 
the  pupils  in  these  schools,  they  being 
the  children  of  a  particularly  well-off 
class,  and  acted  in  a  most  stingy  man- 
ner towards  the  National  School  teachers, 
who  had  to  teach  the  children  of  the 
very  poor,  and  they  treated  the  nuns  in 
a  worse  way  than  they  did  the  National 
School  teachers.  That  was  a  matter 
which  he  thought  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  from  a  purely  English  point 
of  view,  would  do  well  to  take  into  con- 
sideration. This  system  obtained  in  al- 
most every  Public  Office.  They  saw  a 
great  many  people  who  had  to  do  very 
little  work  receiving  large  salaries, 
whilst  those  who  did  nearly  all  the  work 
received  small  salaries.  As  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  represented  the 
Money  Department  of  the  State,  it 
seemed  to  him  (Mr.  Bi^:gar)  that  he 
would  be  doing  a  judicious  thing  by 
cutting  off  this  £36,000  a-year  of  Na- 
tional Expenditure. 

Mr.  COUBTNEY  sold,  he  had  a  word 
or  two  to  say  in  reply  to  the  appeals 
which  had  been  made  to  him.  With 
respect  to  the  general  question  raised,  it 
had  been  asked  more  than  once  that 
evening  whether  the  Government  would, 
next  Session,  take  this  matter  into  con- 
sideration. Well,  it  had  been  already 
stated  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Government,  next  Session,  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  dealing  with  the  question  of  edn- 


1*61               Supply— Ciril             lAf.-.i-tT  .'i.  ls*l)  Strtire  Ktimmtf             \%>:j 

r.itlon  in  Ir»Iiin<l,  niiJ  ho  hn<l  nn  <!'iii*-'  '  S<  !.>>.?«:  iin<I  Im  «i>ii!'I  ii*k  thr  altrnts<  n 

??!••  til- .i"l  ..  }.••■•!«   •■■■iM    firm    n    pur*  ■•(  '.' ■   ;.  n    in  «•!•■•.■. nn  ?'i"  St-rrrtiirr  t>i 

iif  f'i.«   .-i*.'.  .  •   ..f  !.  ;.-..li«;  .11        ll-      Mr  tJi-     1:    .i--i!\     u !    I.     !..•    r. '.TT.  .1    t..  "'hM 

•  '.•irrii.  »    t«..ii!  I  •  ik"  >  nr>- ;S.i!  l!i<' ••)!•• '  ■■•   ;  n  i*  »..   i.  .-,•    ■:.»  -I    :'..•     Na*:   r.al 
III    •.'.:>'    •!  -    ;■.-:    :i    flu'    •  v>'!i:n,(  wit*   r-  ^'    .■■.-•:    I  •..•    i>.  I  .n.  i  •'■....•  t  t:i|.'..»f.| 

|>r.«  ••.!■. I    ••    l!ii-    r;.'l.;  I.  .II     <i<  i.'!i'ti.:tii  :ii    !.•■  !  .-.  !        I'.    I'l^'i-   .;.;    ..!    tl.f   I  -'i- 

:>.•    <iii.  I'  S-.  r.  *  ir\    t..  !!..'   I..r.l   I:- i-  ■    it-  ■  ••.■  »  »     iM  !.:.  !  r       .!•  •  i:l»  ..f  ■  Iip 

t';.i!iV  •..  r!. -I-  rh"  •■•.'■;•    •  ••••iiM  !>#•  i  .-i-  \-'-    .i  .  i   i*  IViir-      •?  tt.-   •!•  r.ii!*  ..(  tt.* 

•:!.  r-'l     l.\     )■',•      Irtali    <i'H-riiim'iir    in  ••'!.•  r       I:.    I  !  ,-!  i:.  i.  ••.«>  f « ■■  ••  i.:-r    Iii 

iiiiii.i- !    Ill  wit!.  lli<*  Kill  wiii<  h  ail*  !••  )■•■  .>!'' ■  ■   r«    «*  ."•  !    .i*    i,  ">>    .>  \.i\t.    antl 

lif  iiii'!!!  I'l  I  '.t..  :.•   ».r.-    •(.:•••   >  :.    ti 11    '■  ni"    nt 

M  •!    ■•.    l.j  i-.iT.'    tri'l.ii  1  ■n  t'""        l;.r-    wt.     T.l    hi'i-.li.r*    at 

,  .  u    iiii!    r:.  .".i       :     i  I  ■■■      nil  .  'I    r"«««    \>x 

..:..-.ii.l«J..--    .:.._•.:..  i-ni-^.l  ,,„    a,.,.,,;.!    ;..   r- !.:•..(    ..f     1...      ,  vrrv 

Mii      AIMIII   i:     ni'oNNi'i;    li.i.  1.  ,•.■'.••  IT.'   i!    iiimi...-     v\-t\    «!i;i.l    >t.ir 

th.  r-    W'lil.i    !■     \    '»     1  •:;••    •'.  I-    ••    ■•!  iM.;    ;•    r.  .».  I.'  1     i  iiin\i!i -ii-.i    <■*.    I*"", 

r- f  rrii  in   t'.i-  i'r.  -  r:'-< -I  •> •'■  ;i.  'il   •••In-  lii-t-       «ir.       .»!•■•.     .;■«      l-.«jf  t-ir«    "li 

111*     ii  111  li-'   !•.  I    !•.  «li"   I  ii.r'ii  ■■!   ii"i!     til"  "!  1  ••  .I'.i-  »  ! '.iI.iiK-K   T'l'"  fn-vi 

J«'ir.    iii.il     li-'    ;■  ■    ;^1."     ?'..:i'    •'ttr\'i,'  »    •               •■.    ■  !     t.'"''    t"    n    ti.nxiniifa 

«!:■.   Ii!i'l   l.»'.!..-l    f.i   !i."    .1:*  ■:..i..'.    ..f  ..J  i"             I  ;.   ■.    ;:i-if«>r>-    .' "•    It.«|n. 

I;:*    \'..'.'   fill."  (fl   !'..i«    r;,..ii_'li   'ii.  r-      '  ■' •     ■>■.    -•     :     .  .:..'iiii    -.i;  ir>     ••!    1  

Jiii^'."    ?       :i    I.i.:;  ir- ■!    i:.l  ••u-  \- ■■.•.■•.*   ::.  i  %•  .ir      i    •■    !•    it   ii.  iiir:iiiri    i.f     i*!"" 

r-!.i'.  -'i   !■:•;•«;  !i   •'■.••    .i!?.!.*;.;.   i!  1  !.•■    >  .■'    1:  ■;■•■•.   r-   l.inl    l-wn    Ii..|.«i'. 

|!i-     1 1  •»<!■:.•.•  I,*     I'./.*     r«' »»  "I   i*'.\     !•■•  ■  '«»         \«-»    .I.'-.     ii!">i       l..t«.t|;      !  •  ••ii 

ilir.-.  '■  :  t  \  r!  ••  Ir.>:.  M-   ..'•.  i  •    :;  n.ul.l  •.  ■  ■■  .  ..i-*.  --      .n  I   Mi-  t    L.i'l   In  •  i.  n|>> 

1-.    \.tt     i  •!  ■    .!■    t-'.r.l    «!...r.     tti.tii   .  !.■  !■   "t  r.   !  a.v.    ■.'  if  \   •  i.iti.'.t.a!    .ri       ■ll.i- 

•  111.  !:  ;    •■  I    ./l.^li  i:..i.'i  I  •■•il  1  r-  I  l:.t  ...  >  .>'  I-.-|  •■  :    :  >  i,.i  l  a  i.  .-.  iiii.iu  >niari  nf 
••.■i>:!t   i;r  '  -ti     II •    ■      .'  i  i     •  'ii*  !'.  i*  •(..  1             i    ■•,•■•    t    i  .  .\  .•..;.■.•  (     i  miO 

1  •  .-    ~U     .  •:.  .  X  .  •     .  \!    .    I...,.    ..r  .  t.  •  h.:-.  •  «•    •       1"   .-           ..    I!  .■   •     r^L.tSo 

ft,i>  I  •■:;    '  I  •''.■■   ■»•.  I   •■"■•.:   r  ir\  ■  •  •;.■•  «■•  .  ;  ■  •  1 1  .i'  ;••!  •.••  >  ■  :  'rt'"   tii--  )4it  i>f 

Tr''t-'r>."    -••  •  •  I  .  I ■■  •■  : -r   !'i.'.r   :j';.  ';,■■    \:  •  .    I:.-i"i'.   r»   »;•'.    M..it   ••!    tin- 

fit!  ....;•■    ..■.•.>..•         ,'  .1.!'.  ■  i_-'i  •:.  \  1  :.«•    -■.  r  •;  I   '.   r»       I  i.-  i-  »•  if  in  Ir>  • 

!  .V    '  '     ■                      '         ■  I  :••  .  I'f  •  .    «•    .  •  .1!.  I    ■  ■      I  '  -•:  •  •     l!.-|  .  •  ■  .1-  »i..i    !••  ,:ii'i 

f'i-   I  ■    •.'■   .•     .■  ,;       ■•:•,'■•■•■■«>•..'..  >ir        1       .    11 »    •  :     i  ,    i*    .i  t-  n; .      »!•  •  S 

!»•    w  :..'■.  V  .    1  ;.«•.«.  ,1 1,  i  r    ••       ^    .      .i"  ••:  i.  :■.:•■.••:.?••!    I  i  '•    aii-l 

•  :-  vt      ..II-    .•'.•■•■  I.I..).  I .  Ill  •    ■    •    1      •  «    •  r    i  i  '..  !  •  4  l:..ili'M.ii>  ••{ 

iiK   '.: wl..  r- I  r.  .••  !.;<•  I  i      •        N\  Ii- 1.     '    »ii»    1  ii.-iiltT'-l    I  .at 

.-•'..:..■  ".    .i:.  1    ti.  .•    «.n  '  :;.•  •■     J:  •;    •  r    r«  »•  ;•   .t[-)- ■.!.'.•  !•!:•  r  a 

!'.••     .    ■ -'•    '■•    "!    :"->|    '•.             II-     »..ii|i|  I  I  •••.;••.•»•■  \  ii:.  :.  i'    •ii  till- ]  iiv'";:.'!." 

r  •     •     •    •- '  ■  .'i-v,  rr  .. :!,  i-  .  t  ■  .•,.•  .  ..J..I,  .i|'  •»    ;    ,    \.  ,»    i.'.       ■•     i;;  •  I'.'ti.  i     |..r 

»."•;'.        ••  ,\  :    ...    t.  IT"  .I.'- 1-    r    ,u.r"  ••*•-.'  \    .•,    '.■.     •  .»..-*»•  it  •  •     .:  I  •    aiii« 

I-.*  -  •        '  ..   ;  .'"■■r .     .  •  ■  •    Ir-  !ti.  i  iffi.i  ■  ••■.      ..•    •■  .»•  '»  •   -i'mi  '■•  »•     :.•  r^iiir'-"! 

T.iVt     i-   :    ''-•  %  1.  :  :    I  :-  ••  !,*.  ;   .i  I;.  |.  r'  '  I:    ■  .  •         I  :  .-.  »'.   .-ii;  I    1:  -li    1  ;.•]>«■«  !"r» 

■   fi  :       I  "r  il:-  '.    I.!  '  f.  -J  ■•  •  I.  '\    »  •  !•     I  V   I    •    ::  •  ii.»    in    |>n>» 

Ii-  ;  .:   ;   it!i  ■■..■i   I  .  j     r '     :.  •     '    .  .i  •■  i>  i.i.  •-tl  .: .-  >       It  «a* 

'.    •'  ."    „•  t    11   111  I.   '    •-■..»    '.  .,i'    -   •    ■     »   ■     .  ir»!.  ji   » .!• 

:    '            I  •  f  :  »  f.   ,          .  ;i     ..■..-  li.-:.  ir.-    •.  :  r- ,    I  u*. 

•  ■■        .    ;    ..-I     I    ;•••  :.  •  .        .1     •      ■::....:»•-      ■..'■•     .•!     •! 

-•-      >        '".•'■..  •>:..  r    ■."   .     1  «.>:..   1    ..  :.'■:•;•  r 'i'. a!  ■•■■lie 

II     .-.     •  1"   «    .:.!  I-  .•    •          •       •    :             •■•.■•.   !.:•!    i  :»>■ 

;  .'     :i  "     •.■:!.-•  I--.  ■  ■      ■■  •  '  •      I     •  •    ••■:  /    i.-:-  •'     '••:!» 

;'".  >•;'-,"  I  ■  ■  '  ''•■>'■•  •■!■ :  ,-  .  ..<  VI  ..  ,•!  • . '  !*  '.  .ii.  1 
<•:•..  •  ;  •  .  I  « .,  ■  -  r .  .  ■ «  •  r» .'  .;  ti.i'.-  .  ■  -  •  .  ^  •  '.!  :  .-h  "■  .r  la- 
in Ir  :•*'!'.  i'i\»«».!i.i»|..-'.';.'i.-  *-..!•  l..>r-i.*'»nirf.t|;r«ft*.  «Iial 
»•  '.•  «•■  !  N  •  !  .\',l  '.  .■  .■■■:.•  I!,  r.  \  .•.  I  V.i:  '  ■•  f  '.  ••  li  'l  ••  !••!• 
« ln«..-«  -!  '  .1 ..  •-  i».i;.'«  -.n  Ir-  •  .  1  !.••  il.  '.!.  •  .!."\  1 1.  _»  J  .i-l  ?!•• !:  •  i»r»  In 
».|j.j.  ...,|  •;..  r-  «  .1.  I...  .  '  !•«  »  •  .  >,  ^  »«  ••\a..  :.■'..»  .•  ;.•  r«  !  i  |  f-.i;  ■••-■  t.  aa-l 
»•  ;•  ir-l  u  r  •.  ,  n:.  !  I.i^...>  ,:i..!.-'!  rl.t**  '  ■'  i.  '■'*>  .'.>;'  i->k  a!  lli» 
an!.  »'.!•.•  «.i- .-  :..-  »<  t.  .  :.  .•  !•?  »•-  .-..'.•■t'  ••  ■' •  t  ■•  :i  ••  Ii»l 
\<*i'l.     «•               I"i'i    ■  •   r»       }     X  I"     ■   .;  ••n   •••   a-lti~'    •■.-     ■-.:>./■  ^^a*:- r*   ■•:.     a 


1  M. 

••  >-.  ■- 

,  ■   n  • 

t)       I 

■    ^»:    ■ 

r- 

•    ■.  ■..•  !l.  I 

•.\.-  <    . 

.    -■•:•*:•' 

t> 

-  <    *        ' 

K:..-    f    : 

,    .   .    •    . 

«..     ■     i 

. .   •         «    ■ 

if    ':.■'• 

,'.'•■        :  • 

iVi     : 

1...       -■« 

tv.  -:..    I 

...    '    .    I. 

1863 


Supply — Cinl 


(COMMONS] 


Strviet  JEilituUi. 


1864 


hundred  different  matters,  which  were 
dealt  with  by  correspondence  with  the 
Education  Department  of  this  country, 
and,  upon  the  whole,  it  would  be  very 
difficult  to  find  a  class  of  public  servants 
on  whom  so  many  and  such  various 
responsibilities  devolved  as  on  this  par- 
ticular class  of  men  employed  to  inspect 
the  National  Schools  ot  Ireland.  ITiey 
beg^an  at  a  minimum  salary,  which  was 
actually  less  than  that  of  the  English 
Sub-Inspectors  who  never  passed  an 
examination  at  all. 

Mr.  MUNDELLA  said,  surely  the 
hon.  Member  was  misinformed.  No  In- 
spector was  admitted  without  a  severe 
examination. 

Mr.  AETHTJE  O'CONNOR :  But  it 
is  only  a  paM-examination. 

Mr.  MUNDELLA  :  It  is  an  examina- 
tion for  the  Civil  Service. 

Mr.  AETHUR  O'CONNOR  said,  he 
found  he  was  mistaken,  as  there  was  an 
examination.  He  should  have  said  they 
had  a  pass-examination ;  but  the  fact 
remained  that  the  competition  for  the 
post  of  Inspector  in  Ireland  was  very 
much  more  stringent  than  they  had  to 
undergo  in  England,  while  the  English 
Sub-Inspectors  underwent  merely  a  pass- 
examination.  After  having  acted  as 
schoolmasters  they  became  Assistant 
Inspectors,  and  from  that  position  they 
passed  up  to  Inapectorf<hips.  They 
began  at  a  scnlo  of  salary  wliioh  was  £50 
higher  than  that  which  was  given  to  the 
District  Inspectors  in  Ireland,  where 
some  of  the  most  qualified  men  who 
held  these  appointments  went  in  at  a 
minimum  of  £250,  which  was  only  what 
was  given  to  a  clerk  in  the  upper 
division  of  the  Civil  Service,  with  an 
annual  increment  of  £10  a-j-ear  up  to  a 
maximum  cnlary  of  £;)()0 ;  when-as,  in 
England,  the  Sub-InspiK-tors  had  a  mini- 
mum of  £.S00,  while  in  the  lowest  ccale 
of  Inspectors  the  salary  went  up  to  £600 
on  the  old  scale  and  on  the  now  scale  to 
£800  a-year.  Considering  the  qualifica- 
tions required  of  these  men,  the  nature 
of  the  competition  they  had  to  undergo, 
the  duties  they  wore  called  upon  to  dis- 
charge, and  the  rosponsibilities  resting 
upon  tliem,  he  thought  it  very  unjust 
towards  them  that,  contrary  not  only 
to  the  Keport  of  the  Commission  to 
which  ho  had  referred,  but  contrary 
also  to  the  Resolution  como  to  by  that 
House  on  the  -Ith  of  July.  1873,  the  ex- 
isting scale  of  remuneration  should  not 
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have  been  amended,  but  should  still  be 
maintained.  He  thought  that  if  ever 
there  was  a  claim  for  an  increased 
allowance  of  pay  which  was  a  reason- 
able one,  it  was  the  claim  now  made  oa 
behalf  of  these  Irish  Inspectors.  They 
had  made  application — he  did  not  re- 
member  when  it  was  sent  in — but  it 
was  within  his  knowledge  that  they  had 
applied  to  the  Department  for  an  im- 
provement in  the  terms  under  which 
their  services  were  remunerated.  He 
was  not  aware  whether  the  Government 
had  given  any  final  or  favourable  reply 
to  that  application,  neither  had  he 
heard  any  argument  which  could  for  a 
single  moment  justify  the  refusal  of  the 
claim.  Ho  did  not  know  whether  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  was  prepared  to  make  any 
statement  in  regard  to  this  matter ;  but  it 
was  essentially  a  Treasury  question,  and 
if  anything  had  been  done  or  directed,  it 
must  necessarily  have  been  reported  to 
him.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  hon. 
Gentleman  would  be  able  to  give  the 
Committee,  not  the  determination  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  or  of  the  National  Edu- 
cation Department,  but  that  which  he 
had  come  to  himself,  and  he  also  trusted 
that  the  communication  he  might  have 
to  make  would  be  of  a  satisfactory 
character. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  the  subject 
was  one  he  had  had  under  bis  observa- 
tion, bi>cause  it  was  one  of  the  matters 
that  wero  ref«'rred  to  the  Treasury.  He 
must  point  out  that  the  comparison  the 
hon.  Member  had  made  as  between  the 
Inspectors  of  tSchools  in  England  and 
Ireland,  was  not  quite  exact.  It  was, 
in  fact,  inexact  in  this  material  circum- 
stance, that  more  than  half,  or  about 
half,  of  the  Iu!<p>*clors  of  England  were 
in  the  lowest  grade  of  Inspt-ctors'  Assist- 
ants. There  were  2'JI  Insp«.'ctor8  in 
England  altogother,  and  of  those  no 
fewer  than  112  were  Inspectors'  Assis- 
tants, who  received  salaries  of  from  £  1 50 
to  £300  per  annum. 

Mk.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  said,  he 
bad  confined  his  remarks  to  the  Inspec- 
tors and  Sub-InHi>eotors. 

Mr.  COI'RTNEY  said,  he  was  aware 
the  hon.  Member  had  confined  his  re- 
marks tu  the  Inspectors  and  Sub-Inspec- 
tors, and  that  fact  <-onstituted  the  point 
of  his  (Mr.  Courtney's)  observation. 
The  hon.  Member  had  not  considered 
and  compared  that  part  of  the  organisa- 
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mistaken  in  the  yieyr  he  had  advanced, 
probably  because  of  his  want  of  ac- 
quaintance with  the  details  of  Irish  edu- 
cation. It  was  not  fair,  in  making  a 
comparison  between  the  systems  adopted 
in  England  and  Ireland,  to  compare  the 
Sub  -  Inspectors  of  England  with  the 
District  Inspectors  in  Ireland.  How- 
ever much  the  hon.  Gentleman  might 
attempt,  by  the  repetition  of  certain 
figures,  to  obfuscate  the  minds  of  hon. 
Members,  the  fact  remained  that  the 
Inspectors  of  the  highest  class  went  up 
to  £900  in  England,  while  the  District 
Inspectors  in  Ireland  did  not  go  up  to 
two-thirds  of  that  sum.  In  Ireland  the 
highest  salary  paid  to  the  District  In- 
spectors was  £500,  while  the  Inspectors' 
Assistants  in  that  country  received  £125 
as  compared  with  £150,  which  was  the 
salary  of  the  Assistant  Inspectors  in 
England ;  while  in  England  they  went 
up  to  £300,  and  in  Ireland  to  £200.  It 
was  true  that  the  proportion  of  Assist- 
ants was  much  smaller  in  Ireland  than 
in  England ;  and  what  was  the  conse- 
quence ?  Why,  that  whereas  in  Eng- 
land every  Inspector  received  substantial 
assistance  from  an  Assistant  Inspector, 
in  Ireland  the  Inspectors  had  only  a  few 
days  in  each  year  in  which  they  obtained 
any  assistance.  Again,  in  the  matter  of 
leave,  in  England  the  Inspectors  had  42 
days'  holiday,  while  the  Irish  Inspectors 
had  only  29,  so  that  the  English  officers 
had  13  days  more  leave  than  was  ac- 
corded to  the  Irish  Inspectors.  As  a 
rule,  also,  he  found  that  the  Irish  In- 

rtor  was  a  better  qualified  man  than 
English  Inspector.  In  Ireland  the 
Inspector  had  more  duties  to  perform, 
duties  of  a  more  varied  character  and 
of  greater  responsibility  than  those  dis- 
charged by  the  English  Inspector.  Under 
these  circumstances,  it  was  monstrous 
that  the  pay  of  the  Irish  Inspector  should 
be  only  a  little  more  than  half  the  salary 
given  to  the  English  Inspector.  The 
large  number  of  Sub-Inspectors  in  Eng- 
land increased  the  advantages  of  the 
English  Inspectors,  while  the  small  num- 
ber in  Ireland  operated  to  the  disadvan- 
tage of  the  Irish  Inspectors.  He  hoped 
the  hon.  Qentleraan  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  would  look  more  closely  at  tlie 
figures  given  in  the  two  sets  of  Esti- 
mates, in  which  case  he  might  be  in- 
duced to  admit,  as  the  House  of  Com- 
mons had  admitted  II  years  ago,  that, 
considering  the  competition  which  was 
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required  in  the  case  of  the  Irish  Inspec- 
torships, the  officials  in  that  country  were 
greatly  underpaid  as  compared  with  the 
Staff  in  England. 

Me.  DICK-PEDDIE  said,  there  could 
be  no  doubt  as  to  the  superior  organiza- 
tion of  the  Inspection  Staff  in  I&gland 
and  Scotland  to  that  in  Ireland.  Yet, 
on  examining  the  Estimates,  the  Com- 
mittee would  find  that  the  Inspection  De- 
partment cost  more  in  Ireland  in  pro- 
portion to  population  than  it  did  in 
England  or  Scotland.  In  England  the 
amount  expended  was  £115,000;  in  Soot- 
land  it  was  £21,400;  in  Ireland  it  was 
£29,000.  If  there  were  a  number  of 
underpaid  officials  in  Ireland,  it  was  be- 
cause there  were  too  many  persons  em- 
ployed in  the  work  of  inspection.  The 
proper  remedy  for  the  present  state  of 
things  was  to  make  the  organization  of 
the  Staff  in  Ireland  similar  to  what  it  was 
in  England  and  Scotland.  The  question, 
as  it  appeared  to  him,  was  one  of  read- 
justment, and  not  of  amount  of  salaries. 

Mr.  KENNY  said,  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  had 
instituted  a  comparison  that  was  very 
unfair.  He  had  said  that  if  England 
had  140  Inspectors  and  Ireland  66,  Ire- 
land had  too  many.  He  (Mr.  Kenny) 
was  of  opinion  that  the  fair  course 
would  be  to  point  out  that  England  had 
280  Inspectors  and  Assistant  Inspectors, 
and  Ireland  onlj-  73  Inspectors  and  As- 
sistant Inspectors,  which  gave  some- 
thing like  a  fair  relative  proportion.  It 
was  perfectly  clear,  however,  that  the 
Inspt>ctors  in  Ireland  were  paid  a  sum 
considerably  less  than  was  paid  in  Eng- 
land. They  knew  that  the  maximum 
salary  to  which  an  Irish  Inspector  could 
attain  was  £6U0  a-year,  while  in  Eng- 
land an  Inspector  could  rise  to  a  position 
in  which  his  salary  was  £900  a-year. 
No  wholesale  comparison  between  Eng- 
land and  Ireland  would  get  over  this 
fact,  or  mako  it  appear  that  the  Irish 
Inspectors  were  as  well  paid  as  those  of 
England.  There  was  one  point  on  which 
he  should  like  to  hoar  an  answer  from 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  and  if  it 
frhould  not  come  within  the  province  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman,  he  hoped  it  would 
be  answered  by  some  other  Member  of 
the  G<ivemmt-nt  whoso  Department  it 
did  refer  to.  He  wished  to  ask  whether 
the  Inspectors  and  Assistant  Inspectors 
in  England  were  compelled  to  devote 
their   whole  time  from   year's  end  to 
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7«ar'a  aod  to  th*  dutiM  of  th«ir  offlfa^*, 
or  ««r«  th«7  allovvd  to  il<>  aajthinit 
cIm-  .' 

yt*.  Ut'NItKLI.A  ui.!.  thor  w.>n> 
cuiu|H'lN-<l  to  •l<>T<>to  tli«  vholo  of  tkt'ir 
titn«>  to  <lu*ir  <hitira. 

Mk.  KKNNY:  To  tiotroto  th«  «hol<> 
of  their  tinio? 

U»   yUNDKLLA:  Ym. 

Vot*  *fr**d  U 

3.'  £l,ht.'i.  to  itimplot*  th«  aum  for 
thn  Toai  iK-r*'  iVixioii  Ollli-o.  Ireland. 

Mn.  AHTHrU  < »r« iXXtUl  mu.I.  thia 
mm-  a  |iun<lT  Iri<h  Vot<>,  and  d<>alt  with 
t)t»  |M<ii*ioii*  of  Iruh  MhiMi|inii*t«>r«;  but 
th<-  Su|M'rint<*n<I<-ot  of  tho  Oihio  van  au 
Ki>i;>i«liman.  Hi*  nhoulil  !■«  norry  t>> 
iiiu\u  a  r<-«lti<  tioii  of  thi-  Vo!<>,  liM-auM* 
tknt  i;''i>tl*'iuan  ha|>|M-iiiHl  to  Im>  a  |h  r- 
iHtiial  frn>nd  of  hi«  own  :  )>ut  h<>  thought 
it  wa«  a  vvrv  hail  »\<t<-iii  thnt  a  |>'ir>-ly 
Iri«h  V'lto  •lioiiM  |n<  kivcii  in  <hari:<>  lo 
a  •itlHtrtlinaio  oiK<ial  in  oiii>  of  tho  Kn|{- 
liih  I'ulih)-  l><-|i.irtiu<'ntii.  which  had  no- 
thin^t  whati*vpr  t->  do  with  cdut-ation, 
•(■••|>t  that  thi-r«  wa*  a  n-itain  amount, 
i,''Joo  a-ya<ar.  ^l  Mr.  iK-uhaiu  Itobinaon. 
thv  I'ontrollvr  <-f  iht-  War  oiHco,  who 
w<<nt  ot-f>r  f  r  ou«>  or  two  day*  to  im>« 
how  thintt*  won*  itoinif  on  in  thu  Su|N<r> 
■nnuation  <  >lUr«. 

Mb  CnriCTNKY  aaid.  it  wa«  trao 
that  Mr.  I*<-nham  U'>>>in»i>n  waa  th<> 
8uporint<'0<l<  nt  r<-!<'rr<d  ti ;  hut  ha  had 
nothing;  to  do  with  th<*  working  of  iha 
Olfiiff  lli>  wa*  th«  At'tuarjr  of  thv 
\Var*>lh<<'.  at<d  had  t  •  r>'Vi«<>  th<>  ratil«« 
uiid»rwhith  ihi-  Mh"Mi>-wn<  arran|{rd, 
and  from  tuuo  to  tiiu«  to  •u|M'rTia»  its 
workiU|(.  and  »•<■  wh<'th<r  tlii<  *<hi^m<> 
wa*  tarrtini;  out  ti'iai.<  ntlly  that  for 
whi<h  It  WA*  <li*i^iii'«l 

Uk  AtMlin:  o-roNNoK  :  |iut 
why  ■hoviM  alt  Kri^lithman  •tation«J  in 
Lli|;la&d  hnti'  to  •!••  that  ' 

Ma  <'<*l'KrNKY  •.ul.  it  wa*  an 
«««>noiui<'al  arran)fvni<-ut  by  wbi<-h  tiit- 
Uov<irnnt<>nt  •■m|  I  "TwI  for  tho  d'lty  rt»- 
<|Uirv<l  to  I—  i|->u<' -  whi<'h  did  aot  du- 
inand  an  Actuary'*  whdr  tuii*~wi 
ulfi  lal  who  w«i>l<  V  itixl  t>i  •ituilar  work 
tW'Ur  Ootrfnm'iit  rm|>lov 

Ma  AIMIirii  o-ruNN'MK  atk^l 
whrthvr  th"  h  III  lifotlrman  '}»••  S«  i^«- 
t«ry  t4i  th"  rr>  Mury  «a«  awar<-  that  Mr 
Ikohain  Koh.nton'a  Work  waa  mor*  than 
•dough  to  t«k»  u|>  th<*  wb<d«  of  hi* 
timi>.  and  that  h*  wa*  .4llow«>i  ntra  ]uiy 
■lid  ait'<waA>.««  .' 


Ma.  OKAY  awd.  it  would  U  ubvioM 

to  th«>  (*oniniit;<«- that  this  a|>iiuinlaiMit 
hi  1  ihi'  u|>|'>^ran>o  of  making  a  »nug 
IxTth  f>r  Mr  Noiham  Uobiuaou,  wbo 
wa*  a  War  <  >tR- o  otfi) ial.  It  vm  oalj 
|>arf  of  nil  I'lilir"  •T»ti»ro. 

Mh  Il.I.INitWi»UTIl  Mid,  thiavM 
not  nil  Iriah  Vot«. 

Vot«-  mfrtti  t». 

.1.'  £l,'.*.'>o,  to  coiB|>l«t<>  the  atun  ht 
tho  Itojal  Iriah  A<-aiIfmr. 

CY*««  VI  —  \oi-Errr«-nv«   Asn  C«a- 
Kiniit.B  KKuvti-ta. 

.'>  ,  Motion  uia<l«>,  and  QuMtion  pro* 
|i>i*>-it. 

*  llixt  «  •um.  n  I  rirxolin*  tiO^.^t^,  b« 
crtn'.-i  t.'  il  r  \l><->tt  V>  •'•rii|-'<|r  th«  wttm 
i.i.->«>tt  '.  ■  1  lri«  '.S  <  >.\tf  alii.  h  *ill  r>«Ba 
III  .  .  .fv  (  |.tM!'.'!..;  !  innj;  !'■"  \r*t  raiiag 
..n  t!i  '!•<  'lit  '(  M%r<h  l*'<j.'f..r  Haftr. 
Min.iTi  :i  *■>  I  K> '.imi  \;:.i«tni-a*  i-t  |*rr»iaa 
f<r<t*i;\  rvi|.:  \»»1  111  th»  r  il'.i'  Siriu»,  aaJ 
( -r  ■  It,,  >••.  iikt-  .r  ..'.hor  S|«i  .*<  A.i<>«r»a<<M 
*n  i  <  >r  >'.:!•  •  >a  >r  l<>l  t  y  t.>.<>  < 'oiuiaiiatoeMa 
<•(  ll'r  Ml  •-••.>*•  Ir^mr) 

Mn  AliTIirii  oToNNOR  aakad 
th<*  hoH  •(••iitloiuan  th»  SM-ri<t«ry  to  tho 
Trraairy  :f  thi*  wa*  ih«  VotA  which  !■• 
cludml  thtf  allowance  for  the  ■upar- 
annuati.  n  of  a  {loraun  of  the  urnm*  of 
Coiini'llaii .' 

Ma    CorUINKY     Y«^  Sir. 

Ma  AKTini:  ooiNNoU  aakod 
th«  amount  that  wa*  givrn  to  CunnoUui 
ttnd<-r  l)i<»  Vi'to .' 

Ma    ion:lNKY:  jCr.0. 

Ma  AKTIIl'K  <it>»NNOKaakadif 
thi*  hot)  if.-iitli>iuan  waa  awarw  of  tho 
natun'  of  thti  ihargr*  which  bad  b<«a 
iiia>li<  a)(ain*t  thi*  ri«  ipiont  of  ■  ttovam- 
m-tit  iiiMi'iD,  and  whether,  in  thv  faco 
of  tl'iox*  •  i.artriHi.  bi>  »till  bild  that  thia 
Voti*  "U  'iild  U*  |>i**«il  by  th«•(^*mmitt•• 
in  It*  inti-itri'.y  without  any  di*ru*ati>a? 
Wa*  tha  h'>n  <fpntli>man  awarw  ihnt 
( '>!.»•'.. a-i  hal  roi-apvil  [>r<M>v< utioo  bjr 
rpiB'>\.nK'  hiniMlf  into  a  (omgn  eo«iB> 
try  .'  An  I.  further,  hv  would  aak  who- 
!h<  r  tK>  a  .y<  tuui«nt  had  rt-r  had  und»r 
It*  <<>;i>|.|..rati<>n  thfi  pmtiub  »f  thia 
wan.  aia'i  h;*  claim  to  a  |i«nuwn  ? 

Ma  I orUI'NKY  aaid.  it  waa  pw- 
fntit  '-T-i-  that  thii  |>fB»ion  in  •|aaatioB 
wa*  r.i'  lu-l'-'l  in  thi*  Vote  That  prnuoB 
ba>i  l>'-<-u  aaard«l  in  iV-h  Ofciwno, 
Ihti  h>n  Mrmlwr  waaawarw  th*l,  uadar 
tbv  .'>'i|wraanttation  Act.  t'lVil  aprvMlta 
itt  a  iwrtam  |K<*(tion  wrra  Mttitlad  la 
p«aat'.>ka  a!t«r  attatumg  a  cvttAia  Sf*. 


1871  Supply— Civil  |00MM0N8| 

In  the  year  1868  this  person  was  retired 
at  a  certain  age — that  was  to  say,  at  the 
age  at  which  a  person  had  a  right  to  re- 
tire. Papers  were  sent  in  to  the  Trea- 
sury, which  papers  being  in  the  required 
order,  a  pension  was  awarded.  The  cir- 
cumstances dated  so  far  back  that  he 
had  no  personal  cognizance  of  the  steps 
that  were  taken  at  the  time ;  but  he  be- 
lieved it  was  quite  true  that  when  Con- 
nellan  retired,  there  were  accusations  of 
infamous  conduct  against  him.  He 
believed,  also,  that  the  matter  had  been 
so  far  inquired  into  as  to  ascertain  that 
no  warrant  was  issued  against  Connol- 
lan  in  England.  He  was.  therefore,  a 
person  who,  having  served  his  time  in 
the  Civil  Service,  was  entitled  on  that 
ground  to  a  pension ;  and  however 
grave  might  have  been  his  conduct, 
whatever  foundation  there  might  have 
been  for  the  charges  against  him,  it  must 
be  remembered  that  there  had  been  no 
warrant  against  him  or  conviction  for 
felony,  and,  therefore,  he  (Mr.  Courtney) 
apprehended  that  he  had  at  the  time  an 
indefeasible  right  to  a  pension,  and  that 
it  remained  indefeasible  to  that  day. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  asked  on 
what  Statutes  or  otherwise  the  claim  was 
founded  ? 

Mr.    COURTNEY  said,  he  had  al- 
ready referred  to  the  Superannuation 
Act,  and  he  believed  the  right  and  just 
view  of  the  law  to  be,  that  conviction  for 
felony  would  have  forfeited  the  pension, 
and  that  there  having  been  no  conviction 
for  felony  the  pension  could  not  bo  taken 
away.     The  conclusion  he  had  arrived 
at    was   that   the  Treasury  would    be 
liable  to  an  action  at  law  if  payment 
were  refused.     Of  course,  if  the  House 
of  Commous  refused  to  vote  the  pension,  I 
it  might  bo  pleaded  in  defence  of  such  { 
action  that  Parliament  had  not  placed 
any  money  at  their  disposal  for  the  pay-  | 
ment  of  the  amount  claimed ;  but  he  ' 
was  not  prepared  to  say  whether  a  Court  i 
of  Law  would  hold  the  plea  to  be  valid. 
On  these  simple  grounds  the  liovernment 
thought  it  right  to  submit  a  Vote  to  the  - 
House  of  Commons  to  meet  this  expense. 
They  did  not  see  their  way  to  withdraw  | 
the  pension  which  was  awarded  in  1868, 
which  had  been  regularly  paid  from  tliat 
time  to  the  present,   and   which,  there 
beingno  conviction  for  felony  against  this 
person,  they  believed  was  due  as  a  right . 
now.     That  was  the  view  he  ventiirud  to  i 
lay  before  the  Committee.    The  Com-  i 
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mittee  would  exercise  their  disorotion  in 

i'udging  the  matter ;  but  in  point  of  law 
le  believed  there  was  no  answer  to  the 
claim.  Whatever  course  might  commend 
itself  to  him  were  he  a  private  Member 
of  that  House,  he  found  it  impossible,  as 
a  Member  of  the  Government,  to  with- 
draw the  Vote  from  tho  Estimate. 

Mb.  HEALY  said,  he  inferred,  from 
the  manner  in  which  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  answered  tho  questions  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Queeirs  County  (Mr. 
A.  O'Connor)  on  the  subject  of  Oonnel- 
lan's  pension,  and  from  the  fact  that  he 
had  given  more  information  than  he 
usually  afforded  the  House,  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  consulted  with  his  Col- 
leagues, who  had  more  experience  than 
he  possessed,  with  reference  to  this  Vote. 
He  inferred  also  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
had  received  information  as  to  the  ver- 
dicts which  had  just  been  given  in  Ire- 
land, for  he  ventured  to  say  that  if  thoae 
verdicts  had  not  been  returned,  the  Com- 
mittee would  have  been  told  that  Con- 
nellan  was  one  of  the  most  righteous 
persons  in  Great  Britain,  and  that  it  was 
a  shame  and  a  scandal  that  such  charges 
should  be  made  against  him.  But  he 
was  quite  sure,  notwithstanding  the  posi- 
tion which  the  Government  had  taken 
up,  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  knew  a 
great  deal  more  about  Cunnellan  than 
he  had  told  the  Committee.  Although, 
perhaps,  he  had  not  gone  back  to  the 
whole  history  of  the  case,  having  no  de- 
sire to  do  so,  he  knew  the  facts  of  the 
case,  and  that  the  facts  were  as  dis- 
graceful as  they  could  possibly  be.  Lord 
Carlisle,  at  the  time  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  was  the  man  responsible  for 
all  that  had  taken  place.  The  Govern- 
ment knew  that. 

Mb.  COURTNEY:  Lord  Carlisle  was 
not  Lord  IJeuteuaut  of  Ireland. 

Mb.  HEALY  said,  that  it  was  his  in- 
fluence which  settled  the  matter.  That, 
at  any  rate,  was  the  statement  made 
on  the  subject.  [Mr.  Coubtwey  :  No.] 
Would  the  Oovernni<«nt,  then,  inform  tho 
Committe<>  on  what  ground  Connellan 
obtained  his  pen8i<in  ?  It  appeared  that 
at  the  time  Connellan  was  stopping  at 
a  country  Itouso  in  r)evonshire,  that  he 
there  committed  this  dLograceful  offence, 
and  that  the  question  was  submitted  to 
the  Govemmi-nl  of  the  day ;  it  was  also 
laid  before  a  jury  of  honour,  or  a  Court 
of  Honour,  which  decided — that  was  to 
say,  the  noble  Lord  he  had  referred  to 
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i|<-i  iilttl    f.ir   tlii«    j-iry   "r    '"'•■tirt  — 'li  i! 

<■•!.;.• '.!i!;     »  .'i' 1     )  i\-    '<    T- ■•  _•!.     I;  > 

•  •ill'  :  i!  J-  •.':••.  .!■  •!  !■  ,%••  '.].■  <  ■■•.•. 
trv  I".  »  1-  !!i-  •.  ,iii  1  iH.-l-r  '.)i--'- 
»il.';-    «•  IV.  .  ,      •!,  li      •!...      ]•.  ti«-.    !i      JmI 

b**--.  ]  it  If  1  -.(t  f  T  ''••!. •!••!!  I'l  ivl 
)■■  .I'l--  '■;•  "1  I  V  ri!  -I  !'.••  »i-r.-  ',  :  •■•• 
«il''J  H!;i  •!:  i  "i  ••  /■■•  A  ]•••»-:  ■•.!.  l.- 
»».''lll  •.•:i|-!i'  !'•  •  .  iti*  I:.  Ti- 1"  r«"!;» 'Ji  i!i 
li;!  .•■  1;  I*  w  1-  -  !■  I  :'i  i!  !!n'  !;..i!i  < '  -rii- 
«  il!.  I.  ■•.V  .:.  h:[-    i  -i'l  i':i  <i.i'.|.  w.-i-  .•!;■ 

•  •J    r!.      1-  r-  ■•.■>    .»;.  .   M-'il  1   !  i\-    »■•  -m 

il!i|'I:     i'-   1        T;.i«  «:i-  ?"'.••<  I !' :l  !  .1!: 

»li  ■    K  il    * !i    ■'.ir^-l    \\:''\    •'■:■    1  ■••::- 

l:.;*-.  •;.  ■•;  ii  ^  .--  .  f|. -..  •  «!ii.  ii|-  ii 
t!i;i?  i"'..ii.'..  !•.■  'v  •'•  I  '.r-  1  ;'i^  •.  »  i" 
111!  ^^  I  ■••  ^.vi.    :|i   lii'.    •i'-ii«-ifi    m   '.M- 

•  'i»..  ^   :»•;■••     II. ■!    !■.    |.  n-    th.    <•  ••iii;:_v. 

will.  !;•  \- it'. .■;•-«    Ill    ) •!    ji!  I.-.  •!    •■•: 

n  l--ii«:  .!i  ■■!  tl'i''  liy  :':,•'  t»  .v<.r;i!:;.-:i" 
!•{  ".ti"-  •!  t\  I'l  !  w  (i:.  Il  •■!.  •••■••:\  •  I  i  .v  r*i 
rii-  !.t'  Kill  •■•.•  II  .•  ■!  !  .  il  •  .  _»■•  ir  i!*-  r 
\i.  ir  ""ii':- ■•!!./  *  ■  ■ '.  ii«"  li-\l'"-!i 
.'.!.•  ■•!  :;.:"t.!r  •  •  i^^.  1,  « -iI  5  ?!.■• 
ii  ■\-  T'.-  .•  •  ■      :•.     ■'■  ■     •   i>'     •■!     .'I    Iiii'i    »  ■ 

u>    ■;••■   i     w '.  •    J:  I  1    !••!•    •'. i!.'rv    «■■ 

ij'i:.  »1*     •'    I*     .1     .1  lit  !•  ■     •    .  .i  i     •.  ■■     1  . 

i\-.  .'•  i  ■._• .      •  '.        "  I'- ■   _••.»••:  '.  ■•.  I 

!>■•.-.  •:.  ■       I   .     .  i    I    w  I-    i'--ir  1       '  ■   •. 

U'J.v.  :  I  i  •.  ■•«  t>'.  iTi  ■  \  '  •  I  •.  I  •!;. 
(•■X  I'l-'  ••.  ■  ..  „•  '••  •._•  '.•  \.II'.  11, 
II"  !!.  1  ..;    •   !..      -■•.!-■.••    :•         ■'.■•■. -.r^-.- 

IJ ,'.  '•-.Ay  '.■:•■    1  r.  I-  ;:»  r-  :  1-     :  •  j.  ii- 


W.T"  r.  ''.  Fti,rli«h  Mi'tiiV«T«  >i»  tii'i' h  in- 
••  r  •  '.  ••.  ■!  •;•  .-  »  r.  »■  «  1-  |.r  !■•  r  :•  tK.» 
:     I--    r    .-  I-  -',    M.'    •.t-         T'-v  ki..  w 

••..•  .  .--  -'.i-  ••  ••..;;.■.  '..:  : v!  • .. 

'.)  •  \  '„••»■  •'  ■  !'..•  .<.  r- •  .rv  !•  tt-.« 
Tr-iirx  !•..•••  1  '•  •  •  r  .v  ■•••••«. 
.1-   !    ■::.■  '    :•/  •  .    !.•    :.-l.  1   \    :    \\.-  .. 


".•  V  I      1. 


•.•.!•!    f  .  ^.  lA 


•!.•  1.  .' '  .  i!.  !  >  .!  |-  i:  :'  •  "  ■ -v.  r!i':..nt 
:!.  ^  I.-..'  .1  J.  •  -  ■:  •  .  •"■  .  ::  i-.  '  I  !i.- 
h  Ii  .Mi;.'  r  ;  r  N  f'.  i:.!  •  i.  Mr 
I.i'  ..  h-r.  r  ••  >•!  .1.  !.  kv-a  -.v.:  'ho 
•  r.;-.-'i-.  ■•  •;■:.;•.!  '.i*  !;,i' ■!.♦;•.. :•».■»! 
■■:  ••■•i-..  ;:.•;  >  .•  •.-  .  I..':  :..  5  »)..  ■ 
{■..:  I..  !.  i!  •  ..r  »••■  r  •  i.  ir  !  !'.  it  h^ 
n  i»  if'"'!:.^  .  I  .r,;--  j-r.-:  .ts  ;.'  ■  .  rKo 
^!.lt.-  .!■.  1  •  «  .-i:.!  i.rv  •■'.  1  'i  l;lk-  !»» 
kii  ■»  ir".  •:■.■  r  •  ..  !.  ■  li.  •  •!  •:.  iv  w !.  . 
r-'i  r-  •  •  •■  !  I  '  •.-'  '  !• !  \  -  ••  .  w?.  I*  i!» 
!■  :  <■•  I  ;•.  '■•  1  !•  '  ■•.  '.  •■•;.•»  «  i« 
tf  :—  •  •  -  ![.!  :!  •!.•■  V  •  ■  11-  «  i'.l 
]..  -  .•  ■•  ■  •  •  •  .  •■-..  !.  •.  M  ..'.r 
I  r  N  ■■•"i  '.  ■  ■•  1  'I  -  •«  1-  •'  ■■  r.r«t 
\.  .i:  r  1"  •  'f  »■  :•.-■.•  •••  '.  i  I  ■■■.::'.'•  I 
!  .  ^.\.  ••  ■  I-  .  !;•:•!.  i!i  :!.  r.--  In* 
.I*  |.  •  ..  •  .  \-  \  •  .  !  .  l.'.^  .1'.  •!... 
Il-t  ;•    •    r        r  \     .••«.!  •■i.'.'<  t'li'  t».i. 
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tli.   ]•■  !..    •      .■   s   (.-     Mr    il    .:v 
l;k-  !  •    ".•   •'  •!•..  ...i-i    '•  !■..•    t!..-     i  •     :i 
nil!.  !i  •    •■■.•.    <  f  ••■.••  ■:    I';  •!.•"••  r.  ■  ir\ 
t-.  !l..-    I:     ,,.:■.     -.    •  .  .•    .  .ir.al.-l    .  .;•. 
<  :i\l.\    .'.    ■  :  I   •    .■;    f    •  •■'.    !•■.•.«•:  ■!.- 

.\"i      I   •      \     \v    '"•Ml..    1-.      .i^i;:.»"     •'.• 
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sat  on  Sundays ;  but  what  might  be  ex- 
pected from  them  when  it  came  out  that 
they  Lad  voted  £450  a-ycar as apension 
to  this  man  ?  Ho  appealed  to  Her  Ma- 
jesty's QoTernment  not  to  allow  their 
name  to  be  tarnished  by  putting  upon 
the  Estimates  a  charge  of  this  kind,  and 
to  the  supporters  of  Her  Majesty's  Gto- 
Ternment  not  to  go  into  the  Lobby  to 
vote  it. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  said,  the  result 
of  the  inquiry  into  the  charge  against  this 
person  was  that  he  was  invited  to  give  up 
his  official  position,  and  to  take  his  name 
off  the  books  of  the  Clubs  of  which  he 
was  a  member,  with  the  knowledge  that  if 
he  did  not  do  so  he  would  take  tlio  con- 
sequences. He  practically  admitted  the 
allegation  by  talcing  his  name  off  the 
Club  books,  and  by  giving  up  his  official 

gosition.  He  (Mr.  Labouchere)  believed 
e  went  to  America.  He  thought  the 
Qovernmeut  might  have  acted  in  the 
same  manner  with  regard  to  the  pen- 
sion. Supposing  they  were  not  to  pay 
the  pension.  If  they  said — "We  ahaU 
not  pay  you ;  we  shall  do  precisely  as 
those  gentlemen  did  who  investigated 
the  matter ;  and  if  you  like  to  bring  an 
action  you  will  take  the  consequences, 
but  we  shall  not  on  our  parts  take  action 
against  you,"  he  was  quite  satisfied  that 
would  end  the  matter.  But  the  Qovern- 
ment  had  not  done  so,  and  now  the  Com- 
mittee was  again  askod  to  vote  this  pen- 
sion. He  believed  that  if  hon.  Members 
had  been  awaro  of  what  they  were  voting 
in  former  years,  the  Vote  would  not  have 
been  now  on  the  Estimates.  His  view 
of  the  case  was  that,  law  ur  uo  law,  the 
man  ought  not  to  have  the  pension.  The 
Becretar}'  to  the  Treasury  hud  spoken 
of  Conncllan  as  a  poor  pensioner,  77 
years  of  age,  who  would  not  live  long, 
and  who  ought  to  have  the  pension  as 
a  provision  for  his  old  age.  In  his  (Mr. 
Labouchere's)  opinion,  that  was  not  ex- 
actly the  provision  that  should  be  made 
for  hiiu — lie  thought  it  ought  to  be  some- 
thing in  connection  with  one  of  the  gaols. 
But  as  the  peucion  had  now  come  before 
the  Committee,  and  as  they  had  to  vote 
on  the  question,  he  should  divide,  on 
his  judgment,  against  Connellan  having 
one  pi'iinv  of  the  money. 

Mk.  COUKTNEY  said,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Mouaghun  (Mr.  Healy)  had  re- 
ferriHl,  in  tlio  omrse  of  his  sjwech,  to 
Lord  Carlisle.  Since  the  hon.  Member 
•poke  he  had  made  inquiries,  and  found 

J/r.  llnUy 


that  Lord  Carlisle  died  in  1864,  the  pen- 
sion in  question  having  been  awarded 
in  1868.  Now,  the  hon.  Member  bad 
also  spoken  of  scrutinizing  hon.  Mem- 
bers who  went  into  the  Lobby  to  sup- 
Eort  this  pension.  He  (Mr.  Courtney) 
ad  put  the  matter  before  the  Commit- 
tee as  a  matter  of  law  and  justice,  and  he 
conceived,  having  regard  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  law  and  justice,  that  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Qovemment  would  be  entirely 
unworthy  of  their  position,  if  they  were 
then  for  the  first  time,  upon  no  record, 
upon  no  conviction,  and  upon  no  war- 
rant issued,  to  refuse  the  2>eusion.  The 
hon.  Member,  as  ho  had  pointed  out, 
had  directed  some  observations  to  hon. 
Members  who  should  vote  for  the  Mo- 
tion before  the  Committee.  He  (Mr. 
Courtney)  said,  for  himself,  that  if  he 
were  an  independent  Member  of  the 
House  he  should  bo  ashamed  of  him- 
self if  he  were  to  shriuk  from  voting 
the  pension  because  the  hon.  Member 
for  Monaghan  was  going  to  intimidate 
him. 

Mb.  healy  said,  he  was  not  going 
to  intimidate  anybody.  All  the  remarks 
made  in  that  House,  ho  presumed,  were 
addressed  to  the  intelligence  of  hon. 
Members,  and  he  trusted  no  one  would 
be  led  away  by  the  remarks  of  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury.  He  thought,  in  a 
matter  of  this  kind,  that  argument  alone 
should  be  used,  and  seeing  opposite  an 
hon.  Member  who  was  a  very  faithful 
supiK)rter  of  the  Uuvcrnmeut,  he  would 
put  tlie  caHo  to  him.  The  hon.  Member 
kufw  that  a  Vote  was  going  to  be  put  to 
the  Committee  which  involved  a  pension 
to  a  man  aci-used  of  an  unnatural  offence, 
and  hf  knewtiiat  it  had  never  been  found 
out  till  that  fVfniiig  that  this  pension 
was  on  the  Books  of  the  House.  Ho  (Mr. 
Healy)  would  put  it  to  that  Christian 
Uenttenmn  the  hon.  Member  for  Donegal 
(Dr.  Kinuear)  to  say  with  what  face  he 
could  go  before  his  constituents  and  be- 
fore the  SyncHl  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 
ber, and  admit  that  ho  had  voted  for  the 
pension  of  this  uffciidur  being  paid  by 
the  British  taxpayer?  He  maintained 
I  that  on  tliis  question  Members  must  act 
on  their  own  individual  res[>onsibilitj. 
On  ordinary  quchtions  ho  would  say  that 
the  iiovornmeiit  were  res{>onsible ;  but 
in  this  niutti-r  the  consciences  of  private 
Memb<>rs  were  concerned.  The  Govern- 
ment had  more  information  on  this  sub- 
ject than  was  in  possession  of  the  Com- 
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would  put  it  to  the  Committee  whether, 
if  a  man  was  charged  with  committing 
treason  and  flod  the  country,  he  would  still 
hare  a  right,  under  this  pretended  statu- 
tory enactment,  to  continue  to  draw  his 
pension  ?  It  was  perfectly  obvious  that 
he  would  not,  and  the  l^asury  would 
not  think  of  continuing  the  pension. 
But  there  was  another  point.  How  was 
it  that  if  a  Civil  servant  went  on  to  the 
Pension  List,  and  wished  to  draw  his 
pension  abroad,  he  had  so  much  diffi- 
culty in  obtaining  permission  to  have 
his  pension  paid  to  him  outside  this 
country  ?  And  how  was  it  that  this 
infamous  follow,  who  was  pensioned  in 
1868,  was  allowed  to  go  all  over  the 
world,  the  Government  not  caring  whore 
he  was,  and  was  allowed  to  draw  his 
pension  through  a  Dublin  bank,  he  sup- 
posed by  power  of  attorney  ?  This  man 
was  now  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
ought  to  be  proceeded  against,  and  no- 
body knew  that  better  than  the  occu- 
pants of  the  Treasury  Bench.  If  not, 
then  th^re  was  in  this  case  some  new 
departure  as  to  the  rule  which  obtained 
in  this  country  as  to  issuing  pensions 
abroad.  Why  was  there  this  difference 
between  the  case  of  an  ordinary  Civil 
servant  pensioned  in  England,  and  the 
case  of  this  man  ?  Had  the  Ooveni- 
ment,  put  as  it  were  on  the  defensive, 
set  their  backs  against  the  wall,  and  de- 
clared that,  no  matter  what  the  charge 
against  this  man  was,  they  would  con- 
tinue to  defend  h!m  as  they  continued  to 
defend  wretches  like  French  ?  It  looked 
very  much  like  it.  He  would  appeal, 
then,  to  independent  Members.  This 
man,  Corry  Cuunellan,  was  charged  with 
having  committed  a  detestable  offence, 
which  made  him  utterly  unfit  to  mix  in 
any  community  of  civilized  beings ;  but 
he  was  retained  on  the  Pension  List,  and 
the  Ouvemment  insisted  on  maintaining 
not  only  that  it  was  equitable,  but  that 
he  had  a  statutory  right  to  remain  on 
the  Pension  List.  But  they  had  not  pro- 
duced a  single  proof  or  legal  argument 
in  support  of  that  contention,  and  on  the 
strength  of  the  Act  4  &  5  mil.  IV.  he 
challenged  that  contention,  and  would 
like  to  hear  his  argument  answered.  He 
trusted  that  in  2 1  hours  tlie  names  of  all 
who  voted  in  the  Division  would  bo 
publi.shed  throughout  the  country,  so 
that  the  public  might  know  who  wore 
prepared  to  8up{>ort  the  Government  in 
their  propoitul  to  retain  this  man  on  the 

Mr.  Arthur  O'Ctnntr 


Pension  List,  infamous  as  this  man ' 
There  was  no  hiding  the  character  of 
the  Division.  Irish  Members  did  not 
object  to  anything  else  in  this  enormous 
Vote ;  but  they  held  that  the  retention 
of  this  man  on  the  Pension  List  was  an 
outrage  on  public  opinion  in  Ireland, 
because  when  he  left  Ireland  it  was  sup- 
posed that  he  did  not  go  on  the  Pension 
List,  but  that  he  received  some  assistance 
from  the  Secret  Service  Fund,  and  no- 
body would  have  thought  that  the  Go- 
vernment would  have  the  audacity  to 
put  him  on  the  Pen^iion  List.  As  an  «z- 
Oivil  servant,  and  not  because  he  was  a 
Member  of  that  House,  ho  felt  wounded 
and  outraged  by  the  retention  of  such 
an  infamous  character  as  this  man  on 
the  Pension  List  under  all  the  circum- 
stances. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  said,  b« 
could  easily  understand  the  impossibilitv 
of  the  Government  on  their  own  initi- 
ative withdrawing  this  Vote  from  the 
cognizance  of  the  Huuse,  and  thereby 
judging  the  matter  for  thems<'lves ;  but 
the  Committee  would  have  no  such  diffi- 
culty in  the  matter.  There  seemed  to  be 
no  question  that  there  were  suspicious  cir- 
cumstances in  connection  with  this  case. 
That  was  not  denied;  and  there  also 
appeared  to  be  no  doubt  that  if  this  man 
had  not  left  the  country,  a  warrant  would 
have  been  issued  against  him.  Under 
thesecircumstances,  although  thisalleged 
offence  occurred  1 6  years  ago,  and  this 
was  the  first  time  it  had  really  been  raised 
in  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, he  could  not  see  that  there  was  any 
reason  why  the  Committee  should  not 
discuss  the  case,  and,  if  they  chose,  refuse 
to  grant  this  Vote.  Certainly,  the  fact 
of  its  occurring  so  long  ago  was  no  rea- 
son for  not  doing  so.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  they  would  be  doing  no  injustice  if 
they  refused  the  Vote.  If  they  granted 
it,  then,  without  question,  Mr.  Connellan 
would  draw  his  pension,  and  the  House 
of  Commons  would  practically  have  de- 
clared that  he  was  an  innocent  man ;  but 
if  they  refuseil  the  Vote,  then,  if  Mr. 
Connellan  applied  for  his  pension  and 
proved  his  inntH'enoe,  there  was  no  ques- 
tion that  he  would  be  in  the  right,  and 
{  would  be  able  h-gally  to  obtain  his  pen- 
:  sion.  That  the  Secretary  to  the  Iroa- 
1  sury  had  already  told  them ;  but,  on  the 
:  other  hand,  if  Mr.  Connellan  was  • 
guilty  man,  as  was  alleged,  he  would 
I  nut  dare  to  apply  for  this  peuaion,  and 
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the  TTooM  of  Commoa*  would  hsTAilono 
it*  diitr  in  th<»  <-ii««.  Thi«rf»fiir'«,  in  •y\x.i* 
of  fh<«  t<iiiiit«  wliii'h  tli«  Swf-f  try  t-iih«» 
TM*n«ury  li-vi'lli-*!  nt  t'i<»«.i  who  •■•T" 
ir<>ini;  to  v.itrt  a-^niii^t  thii  |»*n<i>>n,  h« 
■hiiiiM  iiiii>|i  irt  tli<>  Amoitilmi'iit. 

Mil  \VMtT<iN  .iti.l.  Iio  .h..itl.l  I.O 
■«)rry  thni  n  •incl-  M«'tiiJ>«'r'«  t<>I"  nliotihl 
Im«  iiil1ii<>n>'<'>|  l.y  tt>in!«  fnwn  oltht-r  •i'l«' 
of  ih'*  II<iii*ti^  (lilt  rortkinlv  th<'r»  \\aA 
Imh-ii  ttiiiit*,  nn-l  tui>  lion.  M<'nilM<r«  lin<l 
thr<>ittcn<- 1  to  tnko  noti-'o  nf  tlio  nnnio* 
of  M»''iilM«r«  who  Toto.|  in  «u|>]wtrt  of  th>- 
tfoToriinii-nt  II<*.  n:  all  <<T<>nt*,  «»• 
not  to  !>••  <|i'?<'rr«-l  liy  tn'int*  ;  nnd  l<»iik- 

ini;  at  th»  innt'i-r  in  n 1.  <|iii<'t.  |iiwy<-r- 

lik<>  «»y.  «it*i  nil  ••motion  "T  |<r«*|M>4- 
■••wion,  h«  ft'It  it  hi*  duty  to  aiipiMirt 
tlii*  Vot».  nnil  on  thow  i;ni'in<l*.  In  th« 
itnt  |ila<-<>.  h«  <li<l  not  think  th>-  lion 
Motnl»-r  for  Qiim^n'*  <'<i«nty  Mr.  A. 
tVl'iuinor  wn-.  r>.rr«'.  t  in  t'l"  iiit«>r|»r«- 
lation  h»  lin*!  put  ii|ion  t)ii>  3<)(h  Motion 
of  th.>  A<t  I  A  S  mil  IV  II.*  WM 
•nri-  f'n«  h'lii  M«'!nlM>r  voul^l  not  i|iiot« 
«n  .\>  t  unfnirlv  :  hut  thi-  hoti  Mrmbor 
MH>niiHl  to  think  thv  tronl*  of  that  Mo- 
tion ini|>I:»l  thnt  n>>  I'ivil  turvant  wa« 
(•ntltl»-l  to  c^niMi  II  (tnnoion  ah»>lut<>ly 
Now.  fh'i'  I'riv:«.i  *.  'tniii  to  him  to 
I»f»'r  li  iin  "riifinil  .Ihitm  for  a  |»«'n«ioii. 
an<I  to  th»  ■iiti-«!iiin  wh-thi-r  or  not  tho 
Itorvon'*  !»•*!  •••r»i<-*>«  wiirranti-"!.  or  PTon 
ap]»>ir<'<l  to  wfirrant.  th»  i^'antmi;  of  a 
|i«<n*ion  at  lh»  t:!i:".  .\n  a<lT«'r«"  iltTi. 
•:on  mit;lit  kivo  t\\"  <  >o«prniiionl  a  rickt 
to  r<<fu«<  a  |H>n*ion  .  hut,  whith«>v4>r  war 
it  wa«  -Iio  i-li'il.  th»  (jU'^iition  wa«  th<'a 
■Ptlh-<l  on<i'  nO'l  for  nil.  an<i  th*  qiiar- 
Iprlr  or  ann-ivl  pavTiii<iif<  wouM  follow, 
••  a  (natti*r  of  .■.•ini««.  on  th*  (frantinif  of 

th"  |>rtl«ioJl      .\«  th"  lion     Mt<IIlli«T  oppi». 

■itfl  Mr  .*<  Itiivton  h.-xl  aai'l.  thn  Com- 
mittal »t-r»  i:'>w  aKo'i!  to  (Ixrlan-  th« 
Ifililt  ..r  iiin'"-«-n-"  •<(  I'm  mnn  ;  hut.  in 
hi'op-.ni'iti.  T'loy  hi  1  fi  -tl^'iKto  i|o  with 
i>ith"r  \II  'h<'y  kn»w  wn*  that  ar«rtain 
rhar^x  ha<I  Im-<-;i  mailo  atrain*!  him  .  h'lt 
tha-r"  wt*  r.  •  li'iial  prnif  that  tho  rhari;' 
wa«  wi'll-f -'ir.  I<«1  th^r.'  wna  no  r««r«irl 
of  a  mnVKt;  in  .  «r<il  th''rt<for>',  that  waa 
a  •iifTii  :-nt  .fi*«>  r  to  th"  oth'-r  l«v*l 
pi>in?.  that  a  nmn  ron»i'-t"«I  nf  f-l-my 
aho'iM  |,Ho  h:«  |>i>n*i'in  Ii>th  Ih***" 
local  ]>--;n;<  f<-Il  to  tho  irr<ttin  I .  an<l, 
th-rpfor*".  ho  thouM  }—  in<  litvi-l  t-)  •up- 
port  tho  V'lto  on  t>;at  irniun<t.  an<l  (m>- 
rauM'  h«  •••'ill  not  mw  that  it  wa«  th* 
«lutTof  II.>r  M«^"«?»'»«»o».  rn^iiont  t.»  Jo 
aii%:''ii'.ir   l>'i*    M  m-l   hr  tht«   V<i(o,   aa 


th«*]r  »«r«  bound  to  do.   io  th*  atual 

war. 

SU  KKN'NY  a.k.^i  whoth«r  th-  So- 
iTi't  »ry  to  th-^  Tr»a«ury  rou!-l  t<-!i  th" 
t'omniittix*  lit  what  |MTi<i|  Mr  <'oiin>llaa 
fl^ol  from  Iri'litu^l,  and  what  tim»cla|>«i^il 
lH>twi>>'n  hi«  lfa«in|{  Iri-litod  to  avoid 
pni<>><-ution,  and  th»  dat«  wlion  hi*  |M<n> 
■ion  wa*  tir»t  iiia<lo  p*yiihl»  to  l,i-ii,  ho. 
•  au*<-  h^>  appri-hi-iid'-d  that  thi!  ifiini 
mi|{ht  atf- :  th«  int»rf>rrttti^in  ••!  tha 
.Kith  •.-•'.ion  oftlf.  A.  t  I  A  •.  »'•//   IV.? 

Ma.  CiinMNKV  r.-plio.|,  that  the 
fat't*  wcro  rathor  ditii'ult  to  |fi>t  at ;  but 
Mr  <'<iiin<>lla:i  r<»i);n«Hl  hi*  oiKi-«  in 
•S'pta*nil>cr.  I'l'iH,  anil  th«  p»n«i>m  waa 
icraiit<-d  to  him  alnuMit  imin<-<liati*ly  nftvr- 
«anl« 

Mh  III:\I.V  a.kml  why,  a«  tho  «)••■ 
ti-ri.iii-nt  li.i'l  ■•tatfl  that  thi*  man  waa 
liTiUi;  m  th<>  |-ln<t  Kn>i  nf  I^in-I^m,  ho 
rouM  iio!  rii  >  ,%•■  h  «  ii.ouoy  in  th<>  onli> 
nary  «.iy'  Why  *houM  th<>  itororn* 
ni'-'it  tak»  mor»  trouldo  to  n—  that  thia 
man  ^  >t  hi»  ]»-n>ton  than  thoy  would 
with  f'-kfarl  t>>  any  dK^'iit  man  in  thia 
(>i>untry  f  Iio  wa*  nhh-  to  (fot  hi*  pfn> 
aion  ill  Au*'.ralia,  <>r  at  th*'  ra|M>  of 
(tikxt  IIop->.  thri>ui;h  th-  marhiii<Ty  of  n 
hank  iu  I>iihlin  int  i  which  th<>  Tr<>a*iir 
|>aid  It  It  wii*  now  ^ai^l  that  he  hn<l 
turti<-l  up  in  ■>»!•'  "f  hi*  oM  haunt*  in 
I^tndon .  wh\  th- n.  ri>ul.|  ho  not  g-t 
III*  m-in'-v  in  rh»  u*n:»l  w.iv  ? 

Mil  I'AKNKI.I.  »nil.  ii^  tlMirfSt  a 
|M'n*ioii  •h<iii!'l  '-o  piis-l  1 1  th*'  ]>  nvionor 
|Mirii>innllr.  for  it  M>i-m»I  to  him  that  th« 
Statiito  di>l  not  roi'itro  that  a  (•'Uii'tn 
•hould  ho  pn:^l  through  a  l«nk,  hut  only 
rw|uirpi|  that  it  •boiild  )h>  paid  to  th« 
p«^r*»n  ••ntitlM  to  r»c««iTo  it.  Whr, 
thon.  h>-  would  lik«  t>i  kn<>w.  did  the 
<ioT<^mra<-nt  not  |»it  a  lit>ral  int<>rpr<-ta- 
ti^tn  oil  ih^>  Stat'it".  an-l  rciuiro  this 
man.  if  hi>  •|i'«.r<>l  t  >  baTo  hs*  |ion*i>in, 
to  r'>m-  t  >  th"  iith'-  f-ir  it,  m'l  pro** 
hi»  i.|-ii»;!y ''  In  th.it  n.i*  th»y  would 
\n'  ol'l"  to  •••••  whothrr  Mr.  <'>nnonan 
waa  or  wa*  n-it  •••  fir  lono  i"'.!*  of  hia 
Ifiiilt  a*  t<i  ho  itfraid  of  pla-it.^  himsa-lf 
n.thin  th"  |>i««>r  of  a  warrant  It 
MM>in>^d  to  him  that  th*  t^ivommoot  had 
hal  a-npl"  timo  to  in>|'i:ro  int'i  thi* 
mattor  and  that  m  ur-lor  t>  •»\'>  th« 
t'lmmitt'^M  fn>m  it*  prr*ont  di!o'nwa 
thi-T  oiia;Ht  to  haT«  ado|>tf«I  •  >mo  |-  lUey 
Witii  r>-|rar<l  tu  it  IIi>  ohould  >•«  ((lail 
tu  know  what  furthrr  atvp*  the  liovorn- 
mrnt  inton  l>^>l  !->  tnk><  i>i  thi*  matter 
in  th'^.'ionr   '.f  h*  «i»w  t»'ini;  ■••rrwt. 
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that  they  were  bound  by  Statute  to  pay 
a  pension  personally  to  the  person  en- 
titled to  receive  it  ?  It  was  manifest  that 
the  matter  could  not  be  allowed  to  rest 
where  it  now  was.  Some  investigation 
must  be  made.  Did  the  Qovemment 
propose  to  wait,  as  they  did  in  the  case 
of  French  and  others,  until  legal  proofs 
were  produced  in  the  Courts  of  lj»w  as 
to  the  guilt  of  this  man;  or  did  they 
propose  to  enter  into  any  investigation 
of  the  subject  ?  He  thought  that  was  a 
reasonable  request,  and  one  upon  which 
the  Committee  would  be  disposed  to  in- 
sist, that  this  matter  should  be  inquired 
into  by  the  Government,  with  a  view  to 
further  action,  if  it  should  be  found  that 
the  allegations  made  that  night,  and  on 
other  nights,  were  true.  These  allega- 
tions had  not  now  been  made  for  the 
first  time;  but  they  had  never  been 
denied.  They  were  notorious  in  Ire- 
laud,  and  some  action  must  follow  with 
respect  to  them  on  the  part  of  the  offi- 
cials of  the  Qovemment,  who  were  re- 
sponsible in  such  matters.  It  would  be 
utterly  impossible  for  Parliament  to 
continue  to  vote  a  pension  to  this  man 
under  the  cirt-umstanees  which  had  come 
out  until  his  character  had  been  cleared. 
It  was  not  denied  that  these  charges 
were  made  against  him — that  he  fled 
the  country  uuder  tlu-  circumstances 
which  had  been  related ;  that  he  had 
never  come  back,  and  during  th«'se  16 
years  had  never  appeared  in  Ireland — 
where  he  had  always  lived  up  to  that 
time — and  had  never  been  heard  of  by 
any  people  who  knew  him  in  Ireland. 
Under  all  the  circuniHtunces,  and  pend- 
ing an  inquiry,  ho  really  did  tliink  the 
Government  ought  not  to  ask  the  Com- 
mittee to  vote  this  sum  of  monoy ;  and 
that,  without  dei-iding  the  question  whe- 
ther they  would  ultimately  pay  the  pen- 
sion or  not,  they  should  withdraw  this 
money  from  this  Vote,  and  suspend  the 
payment  of  the  pension  until  tli*>y  had 
had  time — if  they  had  not  already  had 
abundant  time — to  ascertain  their  legal 
position,  and  the  rights  of  the  case. 

TubCHANCELLOR  or  thk  EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr.  CiiiLPERs) :  This  is  a  ques- 
tion which  no  man  in  the  House  would 
wish  to  enter  into  very  fully  ;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  I  think  that  when  a  matter 
of  this  kind  has  boon  challenged,  it  is 
important  to  state  clearly  how  in  point 
of  law  and  of  right  the  case  stands.  If 
I  am  rightly  informed,  the  matter  stands 

Mr.  J'ttriull 


Smntt  EttimttM.  1884 

in  this  way.  In  the  year  1868  the  Go- 
vernment of  that  day  granted  a  pension, 
or  a  superannuation  allowance,  to  an 
officer  in  the  Irish  Civil  Service  ;  and  at 
that  time,  it  would  appear,  from  what 
we  have  heard  to-night,  that  there  then 
were  afloat  certain  reports,  which  seemed 
to  have  some  authority,  that  that  person 
had  been  guilty  of  an  abominable  offence. 
That  offence,  if  it  was  committed,  waa 
committed  before  the  pension  was  granted. 
The  pension  was  awarded  late  in  the 
year  1868.  I  can  only  assume  that  those 
who  awarded  the  pension  had  no  know- 
ledge of  these  charges ;  but  the  pension 
was  so  awarded.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Queen's  County  (Mr.  A.  O'Connor)  saye 
the  impression  at  the  time  in  Ireland 
was  that  this  person  had  not  received  m 
pension,  but  had  received  assistance  from 
the  Secret  Service  Fund.  Of  this  im- 
pression I  know  nothing ;  but  the  per- 
son referred  to  did  receive  a  pension, 
and  it  was  annually  paid  to  him.  From 
the  time  when  it  was  granted,  and  every 
year  since,  the  pension  has  appeared 
on  the  Estimates  not  only  in  the  lump 
with  other  pensions,  but  as  a  pension  to 
this  person  individually.  Therefore,  so 
far  from  the  case  being  that  he  received 
Secret  Service  money,  he  has  been,  as 
I  everyone  who  carea  to  look  at  the  Esti- 
mates will  see,  on  the  Pension  List  for 
i  some  15  or  more  years.  That  being  the 
I  case,  I  ask  what  has  hapi>ened  with  re- 
I  spect  to  this  person  since  the  time  of  the 
pension  being  awarded  ?  I  am  told  uo- 
•  thing  whatever  has  happened.  There 
has  been  no  charge  made  against  him, 
and  no  warrant  has  been  issued  against 
him ;  and  he  stands  at  this  moment,  so 
I  far  as  legal  proceedings  are  concerned, 
innocent  of  the  offence  which  rumour — 
'  and  perhaps  more  than  rumour— charged 
I  him  with.  He  has  been  subject  to  no 
warrant  and  to  no  charge;  but  there 
were  rumours  before  he  received  his 
pension,  and  those  rumours  have  lately 
been  revived.  The  <{ue»tion  then  arises 
whether,  he  being  subject  to  no  charge 
at  the  present  tiuie,  his  i>ension  is  to  be 
stopped  ;  and  a  clause  of  an  old  Act  has 
been  quoted,  which.  I  am  boimd  to  say, 
never  was  understuud  to  have — and,  in- 
deed, could  not  have — the  meaning  now 
assigned  to  it.  It  merely  says  that  no 
one  shall  claim,  as  a  legal  right,  a 
:  superannuation  allowance  for  past  aer- 
vire' ;  but  that  claiire  embodies  a  well- 
known  rule,  that  a  pension  is  an  act  of 
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Ifnic*  M><]  not  of  riirht.     But  that  ha* 

tiothiitf;  whati>r<*r  l->  tlovith  th»«topn«)^-» 
of  II  |>«ii<i<>ii  wliith  hiK  alroii'lT  on.-n 
awftni'xl  I'ltat  lioiiit;  tlio  |Mi«itiiini>f  lhi« 
jM>r«in'«  |><-ii«i.in  «inw.  tfint  iM-n«i'>n  i« 
rall>-<l  in  .jU'-'don  fi>rthf>  lir«t  tiiii>-  iif;-r 
th<'  I«j««>  of  It!  r«>nt«.  Wlin!  i«  lli- 
txoi'i'in.  mill  nli.it  t<  (ho  rii;ht.  «if  th<> 
Ui>vi*rniii<*ut  mi'l  <>f  I'.iiliaiii<-iit  n<>w  * 
It  lin«  K' .-n  ini;r4<'«t«Ni  «li>fh««r,  in!i«- 
niui  h  ii<  tilt*  {•■'foil  iI-M>«  Hot  iip|>«r<'iitly 
rvrciv"  hii  ]»'li-<i>in  in  />rn^riit  /vr<«aii. 
thr<>ut;li  n  |>r:t<'titf*  whu-h  iin'TaiU  in 
r>-(r''"'l  •■'  i"*'i"i"ii».  I'lit  riN-.-iTK^  it 
tkriiit;)i  mn  it^i'iit.  f>;ii].ly:ni;  with  ih«< 
rcgutdi.oiio  l.iiit  >t't«rii,  wo  nn-  l>-iunJ  t  • 
r>>ntiiiu«<  t  ■  |i:i_v  l(ii«  |M>n»i<>H  tlimuKh 
llint  nif-'ii' y.  niii|  «h"tli<>r,  uii<!<>r  th<> 
ciri-utii«*,i'n  •  «.  w.'  kJioiiM  ri'<i"iiro  Jh:» 
p«r«iti  t<>a|>|M-iir  nt  •(i>>\t>riini<'nt  0|ft<-i>, 
wIh'Io  iM'U'ioin  •rt>  |>uiii,  t«i  n-'-'-ivK  tht» 
n<«n<>>ii  in  |HT«.>i  A«  to  iliit.  I  •■:» 
boiitiil  to  «Ar  tli.ii  t'lf*  <foT<Tiim<-nl  wiil 
«ori«..|Mr  tln'  |-i:'if.  nii<l  til-- "J'l'-«'I"H  Will 
be  tin*  «li';h"i  t'i<  r-  i»  i»  rii;lit  I  «!•• 
not  ii.i-an  :i  •■•.Tit  t  l-'iTil  tii;ltt.  but  a 
riitlit  I  (  l'>!ij;  •••tiiMi«hn|  tu'toiii  in 
tin*  |'i'!i«i<nnT  to  r«-<«'it«-  h«  |M<n*ioii 
thro'i^li  fto'iiK  <.tli<  r  |-i  r>--i.  a*  In*  a|p>iit. 
ur  wli'-tli'-r  it  !•  •  111  itt<  r  of  iiiit>'  favour 
tbal  h<'»->  !•  <<■:«•'«  !i  .  nii<l.  if  i:  i«  a  mat- 
ter of  fi<"ir.  wii-r),<T,  ri  a  raM>  liko 
thi*.  tliit  (dv-'iir  r!i  •ii'i.i  l>«  iiitli<ira«u, 
aii'l  th<*  lM>ii*i<iii<>r  kIiouM  )•«  riMiiiif-tl  to 
ronio  aii'i  r<«ciTo  tli<>  |M-i)«;on  iii  {m't^iii 
For  niT  |>art,  I  >M«Ii«'»t.  that  tl.*  titurfm- 
mvnt  would  ilo  wi'll  to  inak<'  iii'iniry 
vpi>n  til!*  |>oint.  f-ir  vi-  an-  not  iii  a 
pii«ili<in,  nt  !tii«  inoniaM.t.  !••  kaj  wh<-th>T 
thi*  I*  n  iiiattnr  of  fitrour  or  not  If. 
•ft<-r  -I  i»  ifi<|iiiry  on  th«  {tart  of  th<* 
UoTpri<tu<-nt,  It  •houM  t  irn  out  to  |m«  n 
naltrr  of  in<-r«  favour.  ati<l  not  of  ulfii-ial 
riftht  or  (u«t>>m.  an<i  if  it  abouM  turn 
out  that  thi*  |M'r<-in  «n«  not  a  man  to 
whom  anr  favour  <hou!-I  b"  KTantml. 
thi>  fav.>4r  :..i.'!it  )•••  *ith<lr:i«n  That, 
huwrtrr.  <oul-i  not  (mi  tl'iiiv  without  ii> 
quirt  If  It  w.rw  onlv  m  fav'iur.  th« 
tnivrmnicnt  w  •uM  trrtainly  ff*l  jutti- 
6«<1   :n   «ithtirawin|{  it    if   it   wrrv  not 

.Mii  IIKVI.Y  M.d.  th»  offer  of  Iho 
riijitt  h  -n  (frntli'n.an.  ti.a'lr  on  th«  anur 
of  th-  iu<ifurnt.  iirv-ariitnl  ai^nK*  point* 
fi>r  ion*i-l<-ration  «>d  th*  !{•]>  rt  hf 
VouM  a^rain  r<*fpr  to  thi*  aub)**-!.  and 
••k  th«  i><>v<>mt:.<  nt  what  thry  pnipoaad 
to  do.  H«  would  Cow  aak  wbcthor.  if 
it  «'t-    liH.Ird  :Lat   t'-uueUan  ahoulJ 
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rK«*iT«»  hi*  noBaion  in  iM<rwin.  tha  Pent- 
Un-l  Tar-I  n»f««-tivi-  inRrr>  would  b««  in- 
f'irrii«l  of  th"  rxait  datn  of  th"  i«av- 
nii'tit.  »>th«t  ••••p*  nii^ht  ♦.«•  t  »k«  •!  to 
••■••iir«'  f';>'  Brr«'«t  of  th»'  man  '  If  a 
di-t'-. 'ivx  ofTii-fr  worn  at  tho  Kank  whnn 
Mr  •'•■rin<-l!:iti  •  «nn»  to  rf<c<>iv»  h;*  i'«»n» 
•ion.  th»  tatpayont  would  \>*  MVt  .1  £  1.16 
n-v-ar 

T»r«'II.VN<'KI.I/Hl..rTiir  K.\'<MIK- 
QrKK  Mr  riiti.i.r»»  It  i«  B>i*diit«.l.T 
out  of  my  {MtwiT  to  nn*wor  thi*  •jui**- 
ti<in.  A*  to  what  li»iral  pr<«f«wlinjt».  if 
any.  niiifht  or  would  )m>  tak<>n.  I  hnvi« 
no  kniiwlwl^..  what<>vor.  I  onir  »p*-ak 
for  th*  Tr>«B-'iry  a*  to  thi*  i|un*tion  of 
favoiir  i-r  <>f  ri^ht  If  Mr  ('onn«>llan 
ri<r<'iv<-<  hi»  p>-n*ion  through  an  a((»nt 
a*  n  fiitoiir.  lli»  Ttvour  nii|{ht.  nflnr  in- 
•jiiirv.  !•••  wi'li'lrawn 

Mh  PAKVKI.I.  I  would  ii<k  tho 
hon  and  l-nm-Hl  <i<ntl»man  tha  So- 
llii!..r  (f-'n<>rnl  f-r  Ir«dand  wh.  th»«r  hi» 
d'H>«n>>t  think  it  riitht.  afi<>r  tht*did>ato. 
to  ft»k  th'»  <*h'i  f  S'-crtt.irr  to  dimt  tho 
Oi;<f  "f  tht>  Ikt.itivn  IVpartmont  to 
h"'k  into  thi«  ihar^w  a|raiti*t  Mr  ''on- 
nollrtn  '  If  I  am  tiot  nii*lak<'n.  ampl>- 
i>vid<'ni'«  tan  !••>  ol>taini>«l  at  anymoinont 
a*  to  tho  oinimiaition  of  th"«<  oOvncra 
l>v  <'oiuiilU)i  lomB  rear*  mg^t 

Tiir  -it'I.KlTMU  OKNKRM.  i-a 
lIU:i.ANI»  Mr  \V»iKn.  A<  t  un  I^r- 
•tanil  th»  n>iit'«-r,  thi*  wa«  an  olTpnro 
eotnmittnl  in  Fi.^Un>i .  tli''r«-for«»,  th-' 
Iriah  <  'ffirial*  are  ndiovol  fniiu  r<w|»>ttti> 
bilitv 

Ma  IIKVI.Y:  Aro  th*  I.ni;H*h  Uw 
(MR.  .-ra  r»li.«V'l  ' 

Tin:  H<>I.H'IT<'i:  tiKNKHAI.  i-a 
IKKI.VNI)  Mr  \Vu.KiK  :  I  onlr  ao- 
aw<*r<-l  tli«  iiu'-vtion  put  to  mf 

Mk  IIKAI.Y  Iwouldtakoth.-liWy 
of  aakiuK  th«  aamo  >|ui-*ti'>n  of  th«  Kd|{- 
liah  I  .aw  <  >tru-f>r» 

tiuration  put,  an>l  •tf»Utt4. 

<  ^ri^riiial  U'iCMtion  put.  and  »frt*4  !■> 

»"•  £1 1. •'••'•.  t  •  cot»pl««t«'  th*  aum  for 
Mrn-bant  S*«m*n'a  Fun  I  l't«*iona,  4r 

7  '  £1^.1. (><)•).  for  Taup^r  Luaati*. 
Eaitland 

1  £A?.niio.  to  («>Bpl*ta  tha  aum  for 
l'au|H*r  I.unatira,  ScuUand 

V  £1  l.5"<i.  to  coaplrtp  th*  aum  for 
raui>*r  Lunatii-a.  Irr'.and 

Ma  ARTin'K  •••<"NN"ir  aai!  ha 
vtihad  to  aak  th*  OvventiaMtt  whvthar. 
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during  the  Beoess,  they  would  cause 
some  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  sub- 
ject of  the  classification  of  lunatics  in 
workhouses  in  Ireland  ?  The  condition 
of  the  imbeciles  in  Irish  workhouses 
was  an  absolute  disgrace  to  anything 
calling  itself  a  civilized  Administration. 
The  poor  creatures  were  absolutely 
without  anything  like  proper  guardian- 
ship, and  the  places  in  which  they  were 
confined  were  not  fit  for  the  occupation 
of  human  beings.  In  wet  weather  the 
ground  was  often  moist.  The  rooms 
were  not  properly  lighted.  Moreover, 
children  of  from  two  to  six  years  of  age 
were  allowed  to  play  about  amongst  the 
imbecile  women.  The  places  in  which 
these  people  were  kept,  and  the  manner 
in  which  they  were  treated,  was  abso- 
lutely horrible.  Would  any  Member  of 
the  Oovemmont  say  that  the  matter 
should  have  attention  ? 

Mr.  COUETNEY  said,  the  question 
had  been  raised  on  the  Vote  for  the 
Irish  Local  Government  Board,  and  the 
Chief  Secretary  had  then  promised  to 
give  it  consideration. 

Vote  agr*»d  to. 

(10.)  £12,747,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  Hospitals  and  Infirmaries,  Ireland. 

Mr.  HEALT  said,  he  did  not  wish  to 
make  a  charge  against  any  of  the  In- 
stitutions covered  by  this  Vote ;  but  he 
wished  to  say  that  ho  had  heard  it  stated 
that  the  accommodation  in  the  Botunda 
Lying-in  Hospital,  for  which  £700  was 
charged,  was  scarcely  what  it  should  be. 
Would  the  Government  cause  an  inquiry 
to  be  made — would  they  ascertain  whe- 
ther it  was  a  fact  that  the  students 
awaiting  their  turn  were  without  proper 
accommodation,  and  had  to  occupy  the 
same  apartments  as  the  women  waiting 
to  be  confined  V  If  such  were  the  case, 
it  was  a  lamentable  state  of  things,  and 
women  should  not  be  subjected  to  treat- 
ment of  that  kind.  The  place  for  the 
students  should  be  quite  apart ;  the 
students  should  not  be  interspersed 
with  the  patients  in  the  wards,  lie  did 
not  wish  to  make  the  smallest  charge 
against  the  Charity,  which  was  a  famous 
one.  The  expenditure  of  a  few  pounds 
would  remedy  the  defect  of  wmch  he 
complained. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  the  Govern- 
ment would  cause  the  matter  to  be  in- 
quired into. 

Vote  agreed  lu. 

Mr.  Arthur  O'Cvunvr 


(11.)  £48,115,  for  Friendly  Societies 
Deficiency. 

(12.)  £2,101,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  Miscellaneous  Charitable  and  other 
Allowances,  Great  Britain. 

(13.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £2,848,  be 
(granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sam 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  coma 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  31st  day  of  March  1886,  for  certain  Miioel- 
laneous  Charitable  and  other  Allowances  in 
Ireland." 

Mr.  HEALT  asked  whether  the 
Government  would  give  the  Committee 
some  explanation  of  the  following 
item  : — 

"  F.  French  Church,  Portarlington  :  Stipend 
of  the  KoT.  J.  R.  Triphook,  Minister  of  St. 
Paul's,  otherwise  called  the  French  Chorch, 
Portarlington ;  a  charge  transferred  from  the 
Consolidated  Fund,  ffhis  charge  will  cease  on 
next  racancy],  £43  18j.  4i/.  f  " 

Mr.  AKTHUR  O'CONNOR  said,  that 
on  this  point  the  late  liord  Frederick 
Cavendisli  had  promised  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  discontinuing  the  item  on  the 
death  of  the  present  incumbent.  He 
(Mr.  A.  O'Connor)  saw  an  asterisk  in 
the  Vote  calling  attention  to  the  foot- 
note— 

"  The  charges  included  in  these  Sub-heads 
are  in  course  of  gradual  diminution." 

Mr.  HEALY  wished  to  know  the 
meaning  of  the  item  ?  There  was  • 
French  Foundation  at  Portarlington, 
where,  200  years  ago,  there  had  been  a 
Colony  of  Huguenots.  For  what  reason 
was  this  money  voted  for  this  French 
Church? 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  that  this 
Church  was  founded  by  an  Act  of  the 
Irish  Parliament  in  the  4 1st  year  of 
King  George  III. — just  before  the 
Union. 

Mr.  HEALY  said,  it  was  most  absurd 
to  give  a  man  nearly  £14  a-year,  be- 
cause, 200  years  ago,  a  number  of 
Huguenots  canio  over  to  Ireland  from 
France.  In  that  part  of  Ireland,  French 
names  wore  freijuently  met  with,  it  was 
true ;  but  there  was  no  reason  whv  a 
French  Church  should  be  maintained  at 
the  cost  of  the  State.  There  might  be  a 
number  of  Greek  names  there,  and,  if 
there  were,  would  the  State  keep  up  a 
Church  for  them  ?  He  bogged  to  move 
the  reduction  of  the  Vot»'  by  £44. 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That  a  man,  not  exceeding  £2,604,  'bo 
grmnted  to  Hor  Mnjetty.  to  complete  the  suui 
nooeaaary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payinont  during  the  year  f-ndinc;  on 
the  3l8t  day  of  March  1885,  for  certain  5Ii»col- 
laneous  Charitable  and  other  Allowances  in 
Ireland."— <ifr.  Seolf.) 

lln.  COURTNEY  said,  he  hoped  the 
hon.  Member  would  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  press  this  Motion.  They  ■were 
getting  rid  of  these  Votes  one  by  one. 
In  the  case  of  Great  Britain,  a  Vote  of 
this  kind  had  ceased  quite  recently,  and 
would  never  appear  in  the  Estimates 
again.  The  gentleman  in  receipt  of  tho 
salary  at  Portarlington  was  a  very  old 
man,  and  when  he  died  there  would  not 
be  a  successor  appointed.  The  present 
incumbent  had  been  receiving  the  salary 
for  a  long  time,  and  it  would  be  ex- 
eeedinyly  hard  to  stop  it  now.  The 
charge  was  not  likely  to  continue  very 
long. 

Mr.  OBA.Y  agreed  that  it  would  be 
hard  to  refuse  to  vote  this  sum  to  the 
rev.  gentleman  who  had  been  receiving 
it  for  80  long.  Would  it  not,  however, 
1)0  better,  in  cases  of  this  kind,  instead 
of  waiting  for  thi*  gradual  djxjpping  off 
of  Votes,  which  it  was  acknowledged 
could  not  be  defended  in  principle,  to 
estimate  the  value  of  the  life  interest, 
and  give  it  as  compensation  to  the 
recipient  of  the  income?  As  the  hon. 
Qentleman  the  Member  for  Queen's 
County  (Mr.  A.  O'Connor)  had  had  an 
understanding  on  this  subject  with  the 
late  Lord  Frederick  Cavendish,  he  (Mr. 
Gray)  would  appeal  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  Monaghan  not  to  go  to  a  Division. 
They  might,  he  thought,  be  content  with 
the  assurance  that  the  arrangement 
come  to  with  the  late  noble  Lord  would 
be  carried  out. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


Mr.  DEASY  said,  he  should  like  to 
ask  a  question  as  to  the  last  item  but 
one — to  defray  the  expense  of  maintain 
ing  1 2  lunatics  and  idiots  formerly  sup- 
ported in  the  Hardwicke  cells  of  the 
House  of  Industry.  How  were  idiots 
generally  paid  for  and  maintained  in 
Ireland  ? 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  this  item  was 
in  respect  of  idiots  who  had  boon  sent 
into  the  country  to  escape  an  epidemic 
disease.  There  wa*  a  great  reduction 
in  the  item. 


VOL.  COXCI.     LiuiaD  sEiuts.] 


Mr.  HEALY  said,  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  money  wasted  under  this  Vote 
and  other  Votes  in  Ireland.  When 
these  useless  Votes  dropped  out  one  by 
one,  would  it  not  be  as  well  to  devote 
the  money  so  saved  to  useful  purposes, 
such  as  the  construction  and  main- 
tenance of  fishery  piers  ? 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(14.)  £875,  for  Eedemption  of  Con- 
solidated Fund  Allowances. 

The  chairman  :  Class  VH. 

Mr.  gray  :  What  Class  have  we 
arrived  at  ? 

Tue  CIIAIRMAN  :  I  am  now  going 
to  put  the  Votes  in  Class  VII. 

Colonel  NOLAN:  What  is  their 
character  ? 

Mu.  BIGQAR  said,  he  thought  the 
Committee  had  not  been  very  stingy  to 
the  Government  that  night,  having 
raised  no  serious  opposition  to  the  Votes 
in  Class  VI.  It  was  too  hard  to  ask 
them  now  to  go]  on  with  Class  VII.,  at 
10  minutes  to  2  in  tlie  morning.  He 
would  move  to  report  Progress. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  there  were 
only  two  Votes  to  bo  taken,  and  the 
Committee  would  find  no  difficulty  in 
disposing  of  them. 

Cl-VSS    VII. MiSCELLANEOtTS. 

(l.i.)  £18,776,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  Temporary  Commissions. 

(16.)  £4,G93,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  Miscellaneous  Expenses. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  Question  is 
that  I  report  Progress,  and  ask  leave  to 
sit  again. 

Mu.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  :  Before 
you  put  that  Question,  Sir,  I  should 
like  to  ask  what  was  the  last  Vote  but 
two — we  could  not  catch  it  in  this  part 
of  the  House  at  all  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  £87o,  for  Re- 
demption of  Consolidated  Fund  Allow- 
ances. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR :  In  what 
Class  did  that  come  ? 

The  CHAERJLIN :  In  Class  VI. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  To-morroic 
Committee  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 

SUPPLY— REPORT. 
Resolutions  [4th  August]  reported. 

First  Two  Resolutions  agrted  tu. 
3  P 
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Third  Besolntion  pottponti. 
Fourth  and  Fifth  Besolutiona  agr»«d  to. 
Sixth  Besolution  pottpontd. 
Eleven  following  Besolutions  agr$»d  to. 
"  (18.)  That  a  lum,  not  exceeding  £470,  b« 
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un 


master  oret  88  years  of  ace.  Tbegr  bad 
no  power  to  combine  weir  lewnrooc 
from  different  aetatea,  and,  ftem  begin- 
ning to  end,  there  was  not  one  parnde 
of  their  administration  which  could 
meet  with  approval  or  deserved  oom- 

The  Commia- 


mendation  in  any  way. 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  ;  gio^erg  desired  to  be  relieved  of  their 

neceaaary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come     ,     .  •  .         __;__  *_  -..v 

in  couriof  paymU  during  the  year  ending  ,  duties;  everything  was  going  to  rack 
on  the  3iBt  day  of  March  1886,  for  the  Ex- 1  andrum  under  their  hands;  their  BCbooia 
penses  of  the  Office  of  the  Commissioners  of '  irere  a  perfect  farce;  and  a  considerable 
Education  in  Ireland  appointed  for  the  Begula-  j  amount  of    money   which,    if   properly 


tion  of  Endowed  Schools.' 

Mb.  ARTHUE  O'CONNOR  said,  this 
was  a  Vote  which,  according  to  many 
authorities,  was  absolutely  indefensible. 
The  Commissioners  themselves  admitted 
in  their  Reports  that  they  were  unable 
to  discharge  this  duty — that  they  had  too 
many  other  duties  to  perform,  and  were 
not  remunerated  for  this  work.  They, 
practically,  declined  to  do  it.  There 
were  several  estates  concerned  in  this 
matter  which  the  Commissioners  com- 
plained they  had  not  the  means  of  visit- 
ing. The  schools  were  in  a  state  of 
dilapidation — the  Commissioners  could 
not  keep  them  in  repair ;  and  in  reepect 
of  some  schools  the  Commissioners  bad 
money  which  they  could  not  spend.  In 
some  cases  thev  had  more  mastera  than 
scholars,  and  m  one  place  they  had  a 


managed,  could  be  turned  to  great 
national  benefit,  was  now  only  an  ex- 
ample of  how  well  certain  persons  knew 
"how  not  to  doit."  Under  these  dr- 
cumstances,  and  considering  that  the 
House  had  to  meet  again  in  a  few  hoara, 
he  must  urge  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury to  postpone  this  Vote.  For  that 
purpose,  he  should  move  that  the  debate 
bo  adjonmed.     

Mr.  GOUBTNEY  agreed  to  postpone 
the  Vote. 

Vote  po*tpon*d. 

Sabsequent  Resolution  mgro»i  to. 

Postponed  Resolutions  to  be  taken 
into  Consideration  2\>-morrow. 

Hoots  s4ioamad  at  •  quarter  after 
Two  o'clock. 
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Aoirsw,  Mr.  W.,  Lanea»hir0,  8.E. 
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tiOM),  Coniid.  el.  16,  464 
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Comm.  994 
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Infanta,  Coram,  tl.  8,  603 ;    Consid.  add.  eL 

103S 
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Und,  864,  867 
General  Regiater  Houae,  Edinburgh,  873 

Arbitration  Bill      {Tht  Lord  3nmwtU) 
I.  FfMented ;  read  1*  July  34,  378    (No.  SIO) 

Abqtix,  Duke  of 
RepreientatioD  of  the  People— Autumn  Set- 

sion,  34 
Sheriff  Court  Honaee  (Sootland)  Amendment, 

3R.4 

Abmt  (Qiuitiont) 

Army  Pag  Department— <iiiarl«rmatler$,  Quae* 

tion,    Mr.    Biggar;    Anawer,    Sir    Arthur 

Hajrter  Aug  4,  1S68 
Direct  ComminvxM  tn  the  Royal  ArtilUry, 

(Section,  llr.  Gibeon ;  Anawer,  The  Mar- 

qa*«  of  Hartington  Julf  31, 1161 
Lot$  of  Lift  in  Egypt,  Queitioo,  Mr.  Stanley 
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ington  July  34.  338 
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ington  July  34,  328 
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Sermee,  Queition,  Mr.  Groer ;  Aniwer,  The 

Marqueu  of  Ilartington  July  39,  887 
Ofieert —  Voluittary    Hctiremenl,     Queition, 

Colonel  KingKote;  Aniwer,  The  Marqneea 

of  Hartingtoo  July  38,  496 
Purehaee    Cfficeri—CompuUory    Retirement, 

Queation,    iiir    John    Uay  ;    Aniwer,   The 

Marqueu  of  Hartington  Aug  1,  1360 

Ordnance  Department 
Colonel  Moneriejft  Oun-Carriage,  Queetioni, 
Colonel  King-Harman.  Sir  Walter  B.  Bart- 
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Revieed  Royal  tfernnU,  Queetion,  The  Earl 
of  Longford  ;  Anawer,  The  Earl  of  Morley 
July  33,  SO 

7%e  aarrifon  of  DtMin,  Qoeatioa,  Mr.  Tot- 
tasham ;  Amwer,  The  MarqoM*  af  Hait- 
lagt«B/Wy8l,  1169 

(Mill. 


Aunr — eoHt. 
Army  (_India) 
General  litt  of  Indian  Ofieert,  Queetion,  Sir 

Eardley  Wilmot ;  Aniwer,  Mr.  J.  K.  Croa* 
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AutiKary  Foreet 
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the  line,  rupeetiTely,  in  eaeh  of  tboM  yean  ; 
and  number  of  oaralry  regiments  and  line 
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131.  133 
Relief  of  General  Gordon—  Vote  of  Credit, 

1784,  1788 
Supreme  Court  of  Judicature,  360 
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Auttralia 
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Convention,  Question,  Sir  Herbert  Max. 
well ;  Answer,  Mr.  Evelyn  Ashley  Jidy  38, 
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land, Ac.  667,  668,  660,  661,  663,  664, 
666,  666,  667 
General  Register  House,  Edinburgh,  678 
Lord  Advocate's  Department.dic.  Connected 
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Qamtioni,  Mr.  Waugb,  Mr.  W.  H.  Smith ; 

Aniwert,  Mr.  Chamborlain  JvUy  81,  1189 

Baeolat,  Mr.  J.  "W.,  Forfarthirt 
Burgh  Polloa  and  Health  (Scotland),  Comm. 

1003 
Sootland — Northern   Light*  Comrainioner* — 

Lightboaie  on  Fair  Iile,  494 

Basbak,  Mr.  J.,  Lt»i* 
I/>wer  Thamas  Valley  Main  Sowarag*  Board, 

833 
Mew  PnUi*  Olkaa— Admiraltj  aad  War  Ofloe, 

1S78 

BA:utn7aT0K,  yiaoonnt 

New  Pablio  Offloei— Deeigna  for  tb«  New 
Admiralt/  and  War  Offlee,  1848 

Baxbt,  Mr.  J.,   W»xford  Co. 
Sopply— Land  Regietrj,  891,  893 
Pnioni,  England,  488,  486 

BABTTBLOT,OolonelSirW.B.,5MM«,  W. 
Armr  Eitimatei— Retired  Pay,  *e.  748 

War  Offloe,  738 
Hull,   Bamiley,  and   West    Riding    JnBclion 
Railway   and   Doek  (Money),    Coneid.   3K. 
1081,  1048 
Nary  Eitimatee— Mieeellaneooe  Serrioea,  T86 
Sap^y— Criminal  Proeeeotione,  Aa.  847 

Relirf  of  General  Gordon — Vote  of  Credit, 
1S84 

Benefices  (Tirerton  Fortiona)  Consolida- 
tion Amendment  Bill  [h.l.] 

(Th*  Lord  Bishop  of  XMt*r) 
I.  Royal  Auent  July  28  [17  A  48  Via.  o.  eU] 

Bkntikok,  Bight  Hon.  G.  A.  F.  Caven- 
dish, Whit»hav*n 

Army  Eitimatet— Mitoellaneooi  EffeetireSer- 
Tioea,  699,  700,  703,  713,  733 

Parliament— Palace  of  Wettmineter— Weat- 
miniter  Hall,  1878 

Parliament — Bosineta  of  the  Hooee — Com- 
mittee of  Supply— Standing  Order  438a, 
Res.  1369 

BuiuroRB,  Mr.  G.  De  La  Poor,  Arwuigh 
Ireland — Questions 

Commissioners    of  National    Edueation — 

Stewardstowa  National  School,  1889 
Crime  and  Ootrace— Attack  on  the  Salnu 
tion  Army  at  Ceotohill,  Co.  CaTaa.  1888 

[CMI. 


BsBMMis.  Mr.  O.  Da  La  Poe».- 

Raformatory  and   ladnstrial  Saheol»— In- 
dustrial Schools,  Limerick — Sorohargaa, 
1364 
Visit  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  Belftat— 
DUplay  of  Flags,  1886 
Supply — Coromiseioner*  of  National    Edoea- 
tion  in  Ireland,  1799 

BiaoAB,  Mr.  J.  O.,  Cavan  Co. 
Army    Pay    Department  —  Qnartwmaitert, 
1568 
Qoartermastert— Promotion,  1958 
India  (Madraa)— Questions 

Flogging— Caae  of  Mariappen,  1751 
Forest  LegisUtion— Act  5,  18S3,  1151 
Land  Question  in  Malahar,  1151 
Ireland — Irish  Land  Commisaion — Land  Vala^ 
tion — Counties  Caran  and  Leitrim,  1156 
Post    OIBce  —  Letter    Carrier     betwaan 
Ballyoonnell  and  DerryUn,  837  ;-  Mails 
in  Caran,  385 
Irelaod— Magistracy— Mr.  Tipping,  J.P.  1744 
Ireland — Royal  Irish  OonstaboU^— Lieeasad 
Trades  of  Killeshaadra,  399 
Sergeant  Corbett,  1150 
Ireland— National  School  Teachers,  Ret.  1408 
Supply—  Commissioners  of  National  Ednoation 
in  IreUnd,  1795,  1839,  1860 
Constabulary  Force  in  Ireland,  1516 
Embassies  and  Missions  Abroad,  1668 
General  Register  House,  Edinburgh,  880 
MiaeellaoeoDS    ChariUbb   and  other    Al- 

lowaoeee  in  Ireland,  1890 
National  Gallery,  1435 
National  School  Teachers'  Soparannoation 
Oflee,  Dublin,  Motion  for  reporting  Pro- 
gress, 1709 

BiEKBECK,  Mr.  E.,  Norfolk,  N. 
North  Sea  Fisheriea— "  Coopering,"  1748 

Bishopric  of  Bristol  Bill  [■■!-] 

e.  Read  1*  •  J^ly  38  [Bill  809] 

Blaxx,  Mr.  J.  A.,  Wtterford  Co. 

Australian     Colonies  —  Confederation,    1680 

1581 
Colonial  Naval  Defence  Act,  1868— Colonial 
War  Vessels,  1747 

Board  of  Works  (Ireland)  (Ko.  S)  BiU 

(ifr.  CoMTtHty,  Mr.  Trtrtlym) 
e.  Bill  withdrawn •  July  38  [Bill  168] 

BoORD,  Mr.  T.  W.,  Oroonwieh 

Superannuation,  Comm.  477 

BoKLASs,  Mr.  W.  C,  Cornwall,  E. 
Parliament — Honae  of  Commona— VsatiUtioa 
of  the  House,  1188 

BoimxB,  Right  Hon.  B.,  Zyuii  B»§%» 
Asia    (Central)— Delimitation  of   the  Afghaa 

Frontier.  688.  639,  1369,  1877 
Eaat  Indian  Undaimed  Stocks,  IS6I 
Egypt— Conferaoca,  1186 
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OAiBirs,  Earl 
Infiwti,  3K.  1SS2 


Gaxlak,  Mr.  P.,  Louth 

Parliament — Sopply— Buaineaa  of  the  House, 

1S33 
Supply — Consular  SerTicet,  169S 


CAM  [INDEXJ  0AM  OHA 

I  Cahpbill-Bahhbiiiuii,  Mr.  H.— «on<. 

Nary    Estimates— Half-Pay— ReserTod   Ha 
Pay,  Ao.  to  Offloers  of  Nary  and  Marin 
790 
Martial  Law,  Ao.  783 
Miaoellaneous  Serrioes,  783,  785,  786,  7i 
788 
Salmon  Fisheries  Protection,  SOS 


Oakebor,  Dr.  0.,  Glasgow 

Scotland — Poor  Lav — Appointment  under  the 
Board  of  Superrision — Messrs.  A.  M'Kinnon 
and  A.  Martin,  663 
Supply — Courts  of  Law  and  Justice  in  Scot- 
land, &e.  S68,  060  ;  Amendt.  563 
General  Register  House,  Edinburgh,  677 
Lord    Adrooate's    Department,    Ac,  Con- 
ceoted    with    Criminal    Proceedings  in 
Scotland,  643,  653,  666 
Prisons,  Scotland,  681 

Oampbkll,  Sir  G.,  Kirkealdy,  ^e. 

■  Army  Estimates — Retired  Pay,  Ac.  749 

War  Office,  732 
Egypt — Questions 
Conference,  1437 
Re-organiiation  —Autonomous  Institutions, 

1164,  lies 
Slarery— Convention  of  1877,  1679 

■  Palace    of   Westminster  —  Westminster   Hall 

(West  Front),  807.  308,  1367,  1678 
Railways  (India)— Rajpootana  Railway,  1169 
Supply — Embassies  and  Missions  Abroad,  1638> 
1633,  1676,  1677,1690 
Public  Prosecutor's  Office,  377 
Relief  of  General  Gordon — Vote  of  Credit, 

1767 
Report,  1640 

Oamfbell,  Mr.  J.  A.,  Qlasgou)  and  Aber- 
deen Vhiveriities 
Burgh  Police  and   Health  (Scotland),  Oomm. 

1008 
Supply — General  Register  House,  Edinburgh, 
670 

OAMPBELL-BAinnsBMAir,  Mr.  H.  (Secre- 
tary to  the  Admiralty),  Stirling,  Sfc. 
Army  Estimates — Miscellaneous  Effective  Ser- 
vices, 693 
Colonial  Naval   Defence  Act,  1865 — Colonial 

War  Vessels,  1748 
Egypt — Questions 

Armed  Steamers  on  the  Nile,  1681 
Operations  in  the  Soudan — Royal  Marines, 
1670 
Navy— Questions 

Collision  of  Iron-Clads  in  Bantry  Bay,  46 
Dockyards  —  Commission    on     Dockyard 
Work,  41 ; — Visiting  Timber  Inspector, 
41 
H.M.S.   "Garnet"— The   Inquiry  of  the 

Charges  against  Officers,  1366 
Naval  Courts  Martial,  1363 
Naval  Discipline  Act — Clause  68,  1739 
Naval   Operations  in   the    Soudan — Extra 
I'ny,  650 
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Oampbedown,  Earl  of 

Private    Bills  —  Amendment*    to    Standi 

Orders,  Res.  837 
Private  Bills  (Railways)— New  Standing  Ordi 

Res.  14 

Canal  Boats  Act  (1877)  Amendment  Bil 

{The  lord  Carrington) 
I.  Read  3'  July  38,  620  (No.  198] 

Committee,  after  short  debate  July  31,  1139 
Report  •uluj' 6  (No.  228) 

OABLnrGFOSD,  Lord  (Lord  Preaideiit  < 
the  Council) 
Landed  Estates  (Ireland),  Motion  for  BAtun 

623 
Oyster  Cultivation  (Ireland),  3R.  7 
Poor  Law  Guardians  (Ireland),  2R.  983,  St 

293,  293 
Tramways  (Ireland)  Provisional  Order,  Comi 
281 

Oabbinotok,  Lord 
Canal  Boats  Aot  (1877)  Amendment,  3R.  63 
Comm.  1141  ;  el.  4,  ib. ;  add.  el.  1143 

Causton,  Mr.  E.  K.,  Colehe»t«r 
Army  Estimates— War  Office,  726,  738 
Church  of  England — The  Engliah   Church 

Vienna,  861 
Municipal  Elections  (Corrupt  and  Illegal  Pn 

tices),  Consld,  el.  16,  461 

Cecil,  Lord  E.  H.  B.  Q.,  .E»«*r,  W. 
Egypt  (Events  in  the  Soudan) — Expedition 
the    Relief  of    General   Gordon — Vote 
Credit,  330 
Parliament — Business  oi  the  House,  493 

Central  Asia 
Delimitation  of  the  Afghan  Frontier,  Qo 
tions,  Mr.  Onslow,  Mr.  Bourke;  Anawe 
Mr.  J.  E.  Cross,  Mr.  Gladstone  Jvty  '. 
638 ;  Questions,  Mr.  Bourke,  Mr.  Joec 
Cowen ;  Answers,  Lord  Edmond  Fitimauri 
Aug  1,  1362  ;  Questions,  Mr.  Onslow  ;  A 
swers,  Mr.  Gladstone  Aug  4,  1677  ;  Qu< 
tion,  Mr.  Onslow ;  Answer,  Lord  Edmo 
Fitzmanrice,  1687 

Ruuian  Advance,  Observations,  Mr.  Maofi 
lane ;  Reply,  Mr.  J.  K.  Cross  July  36,  62 

Chamberlain,  Eight   Hon.   J.    (Pre 

dent  of  the  Board  of  Trade),  B 

mingham 

Africa  (South)- Transvaal— The  Boers,  174 

Bankruptcy  Act,  1869— Winding-np  of   Pi 

ceedings,  655 
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Titil  Smvim  KMlaalM,  117* 
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8«oUaa4— Nertbara  lifhU   CuwiMtoaari— 
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SaMl|— Unag*   Rirrr   Tamlorf,  Aa.    HOC, 
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Cbaxckllob,  The  Lou>  (Earl  of  Hkl- 
Bouri) 
Cii/  af  Loa<»—  B»ai<M  al  St.  Olata,  ttmrj. 
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laCaala.  *R.  \Ui 
tiaitm  Ktuiaa  (Intaa4  .  MoUaa  for  Ralam^ 

MaaMi^  EWcttaa*  (Carra|M  aa4  llla(al  Praa- 
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4ara.  Rn  MT 
Bafuwauuoa  af  IW  Taofia  Bill  aaj   Ra4ta. 

IribalM*.  ITl* 
BWnff  Caan  llaaata  (Saadaad)  Aaaateaat, 

>R.« 
Tafkakira  Ragtatna*.  Comm.  4.  97.  •)« 

Cbaxckllob  of   the  EzcnBQrsB,  Th* 
(Riffht  Hon.  U.  C.  £.  Cniu>BM), 
P»mt0fr*tt 
CWil  Sawaau  af   ika    Crava— to  WiUmb 

Gar4oa.  IITI 
Ci*it  tl«rr«ra  Wnl«««— OHtr  la  Caaaatl.  \%t%, 

ITIO 
Ialaa4  K»*«aa»— ('amaf*  Tat.  Raa.  Sit 
Laa  aM  JaatMa— Cuvaai  Eipaaaaaaf  Ja4flM. 

IIM.  lUI 
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Si  Uakiaaa.  IIS9 
MaftMnlaa  (lraUa4)  Salana*.  <7<.  STS 
Parluaaal— Bwiaaaa  mi  Uw  llaaaa— Caaiart- 
laa  af  »arfl/-»Ua-lia«  UrSar  tSSa.  Raa. 
1)79 
PaWw  Wark*  Uaa*.  ('«Bai   aid.  W  S*t.  SM 
Sarr'7— I  •»<  Oa««raaaal  il«aH,  A«.  la  Ira. 
Ua4.  *• 
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CkttUr  Imprttmtmt  BM  [  Ltr4$'\ 
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ChABcvllor  of  Uio  Escbaqoar) 
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Registrar  General's  OIBce,  Ireland,  304 

Dbast,  Mr.  J.,  Cork 
Ireland — Questions 

Board  of  Works— Caae  of N'Oogh,  ol 

Bolintaffy.  39 
Industrial  Schools— Number  |of  Children 
Chargeable  to  the  Corporation  of  Cork, 
868 
Law  and  Justice — Tnbbervnrry  Prlsoaen, 
638  ;— Daniel  Mabooy,  1670 
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DiABT,  Mr.  J.— «on(. 

Poor  Law — Election  of  Gnardiana — Bandon 

Union,   0S2 ;— Mr.   R.  Moors,   Clerk  of 

Ennishowen  Union,  Co.  Donegal,  Ofil 

Royal    Irish   ConstabuUrj — Promotiona — 

Sub-Inspector  James  Ellis  French,  39 

Uagistrates    (Ireland)    Salaries,    8R.    828  ; 

Amendt.  830 
NaTj  —  H.M.8.    "  Garnet "  —  Inqair;    into 

Charges  against  OOSoers,  1366 
NaTj  Estimates — Misoellaneoas  SerTioes,  789, 

790 
Supply— Commissioners  of  National  Ednoation 
in  Ireland,  1833,  1836 
Constabulary  Force  in  Ireland,  1447,  U93 
Criminal  Prosecutions,  iio.  in  Ireland,  968 
General  Valuation,  ie.  of  Ireland,  272 
Local  Government  Board,  Ac.  in  Ireland, 

85 
Miscellaneous  Charitable  and  other  Allow- 
ances in  Ireland,  1889    ■ 
Prisons,  Ireland,  U16 

Db  La  Wabb,  Earl 
Egypt — Conference,  491 

Denman,  Lord 

Expiring  Laws  Continuance,  SR.  Amendt.  1723 
Representation  of  the   People — Antumn  Ses- 
sion, 29,  1727 
Wellington  Statue.  612 

Db  Wobms,  Baron  H.,  Greenwich 

Abyssinia — Concession    under   the   Treaty  of 

Adowa,  8S9 
Army — Married  Soldiers'  Quarters  at  Green- 
wich, 324 
Egypt— Conference,  1860 
Parliament — Business  of   the    House— Com- 
mittee   of   Supply— Standing   Order    4aQa, 
Res.  1376 
Post  Office  Protection,  1367 
Supply^Embassies  and  Mission's  ibroad,  1624, 
1628,  1675,  1689 
Relief  of  General  Gordon— Vote  of  Credit, 
1792 
Treaty  of  Berlin— Article  44 — Jews  in  Rou- 
mania,  1674 

DioKsow,  Mr.  T.  A.,  Tyrone 

Ireland — Inland  Narigation  and   Drainage — 

River  Shannon,  1363 
Supply — Irish  Land  Commission,  1291 
Torkshire  Registries,  Lords  Ameudls.  Consid. 

1714 

DiLKB,  Right  Hon.  Sir  0.  W.  (Presi- 
dent  of    the    Local   Government 
Board),  Chelsea,  Sfc. 
Expiring  Laws  Continuance,  2R,  836 
Infants,  Comm.  add.  el.  610 
Lower  Thames  Valley  Main  Sewerage  Board, 

322,  323 
Metropolitan    Asylums     Board     (Borrowing 

Powers),  2R.  836 
Parliament —  Uouse^of  Commons — Ventilation 
of  the  House,  1188 
Standing  Orders — Amendments,  1347 
Public    Health — Cholera — Rags    from    M.ir- 
seilles,  604,  606 
Upper  and  Loww  Tbamei,  818 


DniWTK,  Mr.  L.  L.,  Steanaea 

Africa  (South)— Natal  and  Zululand,  1667 
Burgh  Police  and  Health  (Scotland),  Comm. 

1011 
Magistrates  (Ireland)  Salaries,  2R.  834 
Municipal  Elections  (Corrupt  and  Illegal  Prac- 
tices), Consid.  el.  16,  461 

DxxoN-HABTLAifD,  Mr.  F.  D.,  Eveiham 
Bankniptcy  Act,  1883— Bankruptcy  of  R.  B. 

Scarborough,  656 
Law  and  Police — Reform  Demonstration,  308 

DoDBS,  Mr.  J.,  Stoeiton 
Public  Works  Loans,  Comm.  el.  2,  488 

DoDBOK,  Right  Hon.  J.  G.  (Chancellor 
of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster),  Sear- 
borough 
Contagious  Diseases  (Animals) — Cattle  Impor- 
tation from  Ireland,  866 
Swine  Fever — Circles  of  Isolation,  82 
Wyoming  and  the  Cattle  Disease,  1749 
Parliament — Pnblio    Bills — Unprinted    Bills, 

1412 
Fablic  Health — Importation  of  Botterine  and 
Oleomargarine ,  42 

DuoKHAM,  Mr.  T.,  Herefordshire 
Onstoms — Importation,  Manufacture,  and  Sale 
of  Oleomargarine  and  other  Butter  Substi- 
tutes, 493 
Inland  Revenue — Carriage  Tax,  Res.  621 

Earl  of  Devon's  Estates  Bill  [^Lords'] 
e.  Moved,  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Earl  of 
Devon's  Estates  Bill  [Lords],  Standing 
Order  236  be  suspended,  and  that  the  BiU 
be  read  2°"  {Sir  Charles  Forster)  July  39, 
818 ;  after  short  debate,  Motion  agreed  to 

East  Indian  Unclaimed  Stocks  Bill 

(ifr.  Kynatton  Crott,  Mr.  Courtney) 
c.  Read  2°,  after  debate  JiUy  31,  1337  [Bill  269] 
Question,  Mr.  Bourke;    Answer,   Mr.  J.  K. 

Cross  Aug  1,  1361 
Bill  withdrawn  •  Aug  1 

Edueation  Department  (_England  and  Wales) 
Children  leaving  School,  Question,  Mr.  Dawson ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Mondella  July  81,  1 166  ;  Que*- 

tion,  Mr.  W.  J.  Corbet ;  Answer,  Mr.  Mua- 

della  Aug  6,  1761 
Compulsory  School  Attendance,  Question,  Mr. 

Rankin  ;  Answer,    Mr.  Mundella  July  24, 

319 
Over-Pressure  in  Board  Seluols,  Qaestiou, 

Mr.  J.  G.  Talbot,  Mr.  Dawson ;   Answers, 

Mr.  Mnndella  Aug  1, 1369 
School  Aeeommodation— Compulsory  Obligaiion, 

Question,  Mr.  J.  G.  Talbot;  Answer,  Mp. 

Mundella  Aug  1, 1367 

Education  (Scotlaudj  Provisional  Order 

BUI    {Xr.  llundeUa,  The  Lord  AdfMMUe) 
e.  Read  2°  •  July  22  [BiU  386] 

Report*  :  read  8'  July  28 

C«Mil> 


BDTJ 


BGT 


Bdtttatum  (Scotkatd)  Proviibmal  Order  BUI— 

eoat. 
{.  Read  !>•  (£«ni  PruideiU)  Julv  38  (No.  918) 

Read  2*  •  Aug  4 

Committee  *  ;  Report  Aug  5 
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Bffgpt—Coumam—llkt  Canftrmu*    omit 
Tit   JUinittnial    StaUment,    <)MithM,    Sir 
Stafford  Nortboote  ;  Aaiver,  The  ICarqneM 
of  Ilartington ;  Obtervationa,  Mr.  Oladatone ; 
abort  debate  tbereon  Aug  6,  17S3 


EoEBTow,  Hon.  Alan  de  Tatton,  Chnhire, 
Mid 
Law  and  PoUoe(Metropolia)— Reform  Demos. 

■tratioo,  48,  44,  45,  40S,  490 
Poblio   Health  (Cholera)— Raga    from  Mar> 
leille),  604 

EoERTOir,  Hon.  A.  F.,  Wigan 
Armjr  Eatimates— War  Ofloe,  788 

Egypt 
Loioa 

Policy  of  Ber  Uajtit^i  Oovemment,  Qoeition, 
The  Marqoaaa  of  Saliiboi/  ;  Anawer,  Earl 
OranTille  Auf  0,  1715 

Tht  Confmrenee 

Queation,  Earl  De  La  Warr ;  AMwer,  Earl 
GranTille  July  25.  491 ;  Qaeationa,  Tba  Mai^ 
quen  of  Salisbury  ;  Answers,  Earl  GnoTille 
July  S8,  »I8 :  July  39,  838  :  July  SI,  1 138  ; 
Hinisterial  Statement,  Earl  GranriUe ;  short 
debate  thereon  Aug  4, 1540 

7%<  PmrU  and  tht  Saudan,  Qaettion,  lA>rd 
Strathnaim  ;  Answer,  Earl  OrasTille  Aug  5, 
1787 

JBgj/pt 

CoMMOKa  (QuMtMIW) 

£vtnU  in  the  Soudan 

Otneral  Oordvu,  Observatioaa,  Lord  Edmond 
Fitsmaurioe  July  22,  48 ;  Qoestioo,  BIr. 
Ashmead'Bartlett ;  Anawer,  Lord  Edmond 
Fitxmaoriee  ;  Question,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Con- 
nor ;  (.no  repljrl  July  39,  867 

Th*  Treaty  wilk  Abyttinia,  Qoestion,  Mr. 
M'Coan  ;  Answer,  Lord  Edmond  Fiti- 
maarioe  July  31,  340  ;  Qaeslioos,  Mr. 
Staola;  Leighton ;  Answers,  Lord  Edmond 
Fhsmaurioe  July  88,  660  ;  Question,  Sir 
Wilfrid  Lawson ;  Anawer,  Lord  Edmond 
Fitzmaoriee,  670 

Major  Kitchener,  Question,  Mr.  Asbmead- 
Bartlett :  Answer,  Lord  Edmond  Fitimaurioe 
yu/y31,1189 

Railway  at  Suaiin,  Qaestion,  Mr.  Jostin 
Huntlj  M'Carthj  ;  Answer,  The  Mar^oeaa 
of  Uartington  Aug  1,  1365 

The  Ctmfereuct 

Question,  Sir  H.  Dnimmond  Wolff;  Answer, 
Mr.  Gladstone  July  24,  310  ;  Queatioos,  Sir 
Stafford  Nortboote  ;  Answers,  Mr.  Gladstone 
July  38,  668  ;  J<dy  39,  873  ;  Questions.  Mr. 
Ashmead-Bsrtlett,  Sir  Sufford  Nortboote, 
Mr.  Bourke,  Mr.  Selatei^ Booth ;  Answer*. 
Mr.  GUdstone  July  31,  1184:  Qoeetion, 
Baron  llenrjr  I)e  Warms ;  Answer,  Lord 
Edmond  Fitzmauriee  Aug  1,  1356  ;  Quea- 
tions.  Sir  Stafford  Nortbcoie,  Sir  George 
Campbell ;  Answers,  Sir  William  llareoort, 
Mr.  Coortney  Aug  3,  1137:  Ministerial 
Statement,  Mr.  Gladstone :  eboit  debate 
tbereon,  1519 

[«Mll. 


Military  Operationi 

Report  on  the  Boti^ardmtnt  of  AUaamdria 
Qneatien,  Sir  Henry  Tjrier  ;  Answer,  Tba 
Marquess  of  Hartingtoo  Aug  8,  1741 

The  Army  of  Oeeupation—RamUh  Barradtt, 
Qoeetion,  Mr.  A.  Rosa;  Answer,  The  Mar> 
•oesa  of  Uartington  Aug  I,  1386  ;— Aem. 
foreemente.  Questions,  Mr.  Ashmead-Bart* 
latt;  Answers,  The  MarauoM  of  Uartingtoa 
Jufy 99.  866 

The  Royal  Marine;  Question,  Lord  Raadolpli 
Oborehill;  Answer,  Mr.  CampbeU-BaniMr« 
man  Aug  4,  1670 

Re-organieaHon  —  Autouomou*  JntHtutimu, 
Questions,  Sir  George  Campbell ;  ABSvon, 
Lord  Edmond  Fitzmauriee  JWy  SI,  1164  ;— 
Mr.  Cliford  Lloyd— The  Police  Lam,  QoM- 
tion,  Mr.  Healy ;  Anawer,  Lord  Edaood 
Fitimaurioe  July  38,  647 

Adnunietratiein  of  Juttiet — The  Mudir  Buetlim 
Vatif,  Question,  Mr.  l.abonehere  ;  Anawer, 

Lord  Edmond  Fitzmauriee  July  31,  1181 
Armed  Steameri  on  the  Site,  Question,  Mr. 

Gourlejr ;  Answer,  Mr.  Campbell- Bannermaa 

Aug  4,  1681 
CoHection  of  Taaeei—Ote  of  Torture,  Qoaa. 

tion,  Mr.  Labouohere ;  Answer,  Lord  Ed- 
mond Fitzmaoriee  July  24, 831 
Defence  of  Egypt — BMpentee—Suppleuttntary 

EttimaU,  Question,  Mr.  J.  G.  Talbot  ;   An> 

swer,  The  Marquees  of  Hartington  July  35, 

601 
Finance,    ft. — Arreare  of  Tatee,  Qoeation, 

Mr.  M'Coan  ;  Answer,  Lord  Edmond  Fitl- 

maorice  July  38,  655 
Mr.  Blunt,  Question,   Mr.  Justin  M'Cartbjr ; 

Answer,  Lord  Bdmond  Fitzmauriee  July  38, 

667 
Policy  of  Her  Maitety'e  Ooremment,  Qoae- 

tioos,  Sir  Suffbrd  Nortboote  ;  Answers,  Mr. 

Gladstone  Aug  1,  1682 
Slarery — The  Conrention  of  1877,  Qoeetion, 

Sir  George  Campbell ;  Anewer,  Lord  Ed> 

mond  Fitzmauriee  Aug  1,  1679 
The  Prut  Law,  Question,   Mr.  Ileal/  ;  AO' 

swer.  Lord  Edmond  Fitzmauriee  Aug  4, 1557 
[See  title  Sue*  Cmted\ 

Elections  (Hours  of  Poll)  Bill 

{TheEerl  of  KimitrUy) 
t.  Read  3«*  July  33  (No.  179) 

Koyal  Assent  July  38  [47  S  48  VtcL  c.  U] 

Ellxhborocob,  Lord 

Prosecution  of  Offences,  7  R.  1731 
Representation  of  the  I'eople  Bill  and  R«4i»> 

tributioo.  1730 
Sheriff  Court  Uooaea  (Scotland),  IR.  4 

Empire,  htftneet  of  the — OMiiitg  SMtMS, 

Qopiiian.  Sir  Ilet.ij  Tjler  ;  Answer,  The  Mar> 
quees  of  llarMBgtosi  Aug  5, 1740 


EMP       FIB 


(8S88ION 


1184  I 


FIT 


FLE 


{Mr 


Mmfhftn'  ZMMf  AH—Mimimg  Am- 
dmU 
Qaadtna,    Mr.     MMbriuM:     AM««r,     Sir 
WiUum  llaraoart  J»lf  94.  SIB 

BBUiioTojr.  Mr.  O..  L—tf**'^  ^*- 

AMWmiua  i'oloaiw  ( N««  HMlk  Walat)— !■• 
poftelioa  of  Prtach  l:Mi4i«iaU  (ro«  !(••• 
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Iaws  CeBUaaaBM  Bill 

HtrUrl   OUJtttmt,   Mr.   Oxtrtnf^) 
«.0NMt4:  fwU  l**y«iy*«  [Bill  »M] 

Bmi  r,  kIW  *bort  MMt  Julf  M.  SSS 
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Favcbtt,  Right  Hon.  II.  (IVMtmMtw 

U«  tm4  Potw  (Mtwf  iliiH- B«<lw  DiMii. 

Mrklioo.  309 
PmI  litte*  -  «ta*«lMa« 

•31  .— Sorlcn  kbJ  l^iur  Vtrrm*.  IITS 
8c«lUa4— Irt«f«l*nli««    la    8««lk    VmL. 

1 1 M  ;-  l>aMal  FMtbtM  W  U«Mi,  M« 
T*Ufk«**  Ciiy"**«  MA 
r«M  «••«•  (lrtUa4t— MmMmm 
ClMawl  Malt*.  311 
l>a|  Ma«l  I*  C«rk.  3>« 
IMirary  of  U«M(«  M  IMMy,  (X  DaMia, 

314.  31* 
Di«pl«7  •!  I>a(ty   IEaM««a  ky  Ik*  LrtlOT 

t'atrWr  at  NaaiKb.  C«.  t)i»«B.  4M 
a»:m»f  Mailt.  IIT« 
UaMral  PaM  Uflaa.  I>aUi»~P«MlaS«rn'- 

•  ••on.  M4  ;  —  SakaCiUiUa*  W  Uaa  fa* 

hlwam   RacisM.  34 :  — Tka  »Ut  tt  tk* 

S«n«Ur7'«  (Mb*.  SM 
LMlar  CafTMT  kx««aa  Ball|iiaiill   a*4 

Urrnlia.  337 
LHtor  CarTMt*—  PartaaMM  L«4Mr  Camar, 

1174 
Mail*  ka(««m  tlakiia  aa4  C«rk.  M*.  i  ITI 
tUik  !•  Cataa.  3M 
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Fnn>um.  Mr.  W.,  Jf»MyA«« 

iafut*.  Caaaai.  r/  3.  Aww<l    l»4 
lraUa4— Xabaaal  Sakaat  Tiiikir%  ■•«. 
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Finn.  Mr.  J 
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FitzObbald,  I/ord 
OkaUra  HaapiUl«(lialaai).  Coaia  IU« 
laiaala.  tR.  I3A0.  t»M 
Paar  Urn  Gaar4iaaa(lr(ba4).  IR.  IM 

FmiiArKirs,    Lord   E.  U.   P.  (Under 
e*cn*»rj   of   8UU    fbr    PorMga 
Klhin),  Cairn* 
Africa  ,Wa«4  CeaM>— C«af«  Ritar.  1I7<:— 
lalaraallaaal  Aaaaaiauaa.  M« 
Caaaaiar  Jariateuaa.  >U 

Alia  (Caainl-DalUaluitaa  af  Ik*  AMan 

Froaitar.  IMt.  I«»7 
Aaatraltaa   raloaw*—  laiyaHilli*  tt   Pfiaik 

K««i4i*ttU,  l»}; 
Ckarek  U  Ka(Ua4— Tka  KagUak  Ckaiak  at 

VwaBa.SM.NI 
E(7a4-Q»M»aa 

('•itwtiea  at  Ta*aa-l'w  of  Tartata.  3tl 
Coaliriaai.  1337  .— Miaialatial  SumbmI, 

1337 
Ftaaaaa.  A*.— Aman  af  Tka**,  •*• 
Mr.  Hlaat.  U7 
Ma4ir  ilawia  Waaif.  IIM 
l>««a  U*.  IMt 
lU  ■aiiaaiaaltaa— Aalaaawaa*  laalJlaliia*, 

IU4.  HAS  :-i'alMaU«.«47 
SUrarr— Caatratiaa  af  It77.  IST* 
Cfjac— KtaaU  la  tk*  Saailaa— <4a*t4Maa 
Gaaaral  (Ser^M.  4«.  W7;— Kifiilllaa  fcr 
Ika  IMiaf  of  OwMiai  Oit<ia-V*4>  af 
Cia^i.  SM.  »l 
M*;or  Kilrkraar.  IIM 
Traatj  >iU  Akriaiaia.  340.  M*.  Ul.  tn. 

ue 

Faraifa  OSca— FraaUar  RagaUlaaaa  aa    Ik* 

I  vatlaaal.  Ml 
Plaaii     Itkip  Rr*kara|a.  33t 
Laaaty  Lawt  af  Faratfa  Caaaliiaa,  IIM 
MaAi^aaar— Natal  Oyirallaaa  af   ~ 

Pi«<aa«i*a  la  BnUak  CuMMwaa.  13*3 
Mirikaat    Kkipfiaf  —  llaaraaliaa    Af 

■aata  a*  Maiaira.  |74« 
Jtmxh  lUa  Fnkinii    "  CaifiriM."  1743 
BiratI*  Ba«lUaiaati-Bitf»k  of  Aaa«— Craw 

af  tk*  ••  .Niaara.'  MO.  Ml.  BS* 

Rapplf— f'aaaaUr  larvMt*^  IMt.  IM4.  17tt. 

I7M 

KaikaiaMa    aa4    MuMaa    Akraai.    ISBI, 

l«»I.  I3M.  IMt.  Ull.  lu;.  ion.  IMt. 

I«34.  IM*.  IMi.  I«70.  IM*.  t«»S.  1MB. 

Sail af  Ik*  Bb**  TraAa.  t7««.  17*7 

»vilaMiaa4— ^  MvaUaaMa."  Il7t 
Ttaaiy  af  BOTtm^Arttata  44    Jaai  la  laa- 
,1574 


Fm-WfoKAii,  IiMt..O«MtBl  8ir  F. 
W  J..  a»mHamftm  Ci.,  BD 
Ittmf  Ealtaaiaa— MkwaUaaa***  B**Uv*  lar- 
<i*aa.M4 
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FutTCTiBx.  Sir  H.,  fftriUm 
Aimt  tmm»tm-'U  Wil'iniai  UmU**  B**> 
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FoLKESTONB,  Vlsoount,  WtUl,  8. 

Law  Mid  Polioe  (Metropolis) — Reform  Demon- 
stration, 310 

Lower  Tliames  Valley  Maio'Sewerage  Board, 
333 

FoBBEs,  Lord 
Literature,  Soienoe,  and  Art — National  Por- 
trait Gallery,  838,  839 
Pablio  nealth— Drainage  of  liOndoo,  1781 

Foreign  Countriei — Lnnaey  Law*  of 
Qnestion,  Sir  Henry  Holland  ;  Answer,  Lord 
Edmond  Fitzmaorice  J^y  81,  1168 

Fortign   Ofiot — Frontitr   Stgvlationt  on 
tho  Contiiunt 
Queetion,  Mr.  Labouchere ;  Answer,  Lord  Ed- 
mond Fittmaurice  July  39, 801 

F0B8TSB,  Bight  Hon.  W.  E.,  Bradford 
Egypt  (ETent*  in  the  Sondan)— Expedition 
for  the  Relief  of  General  Gordon— 'Vote  of 
Credit,  330 
Snpply— Orange  Rirer  Territory,  Ao.  1103 
Relief  of  General  Gordon— Vote  of  Credit, 
1687,1780,1783,  1785 

FoBTEscTE,  Earl 

Canal  Boats  Aot  (1877)  Amendment,  Comm. 

cl.  i,  1113 
Private    Bills   (Railways)  —  New    Standing 

Order,  Res.  1 7 
Smoke  Nniaanoe  Abatement  (Metropolis).  3R. 

1187 

FowLXB,    Right    Hon.    B.    N.    (Loid 

Mayor),  London 
Infants,  Comm.  193 
Law    and    Polioe  (Metropolis) — The   Reform 

Demonstration,  li,  IS 
Metropolis  —  Thames    Crossing*— Bridge    at 

Little  Tower  Hill,  493 
Monioipal  Eleotions  (Corropt  and  Illegal  Prae- 

tiees),  Consid.  el.  38,  Amendt.  473. 178 
Supply— Orange  Rirer  Territory,  Ao.  1078 
Prisons,  England,  438 

FovLEB,  Mr.  H.  H.,   TToltorhampton 
Borgh   Foliee  and  Ursilth  (Scotland),  Comm. 

1007 
Municipal  Eleetions  (Corrupt  and  Illegal  Prae- 
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Ma-lir  lluttria  Waiif.  114} 
I'rr*.  laa,  1.4^7 

ltr..irrsMiii  ..n  — Th«  VvVt^  laa.  «IT 
Elf  n  t  law<  <'M>iii,iMfia»,  IK   k34 
Inftnl*.  (omm    ft     .1.    |M.    IM ;  W.  H.  f-O*  ; 
.1.//  -/  f.a;.  tn*.  «■>#  .  TommJ  *W.  A.  1031 
Irrttn  I  — <)a««lM>a« 

.«rta«r>..r  Krel   \rl-Caiaa>l  t><(k;.'J  P.. 

.1J» 
Aii-rnrtt  aa4    Solmtan    Aa*.  I>M— Mr. 

lUWtl  l>.  O'llriaa,  «.V4 
Criaw    •a4    Oalfai*— Malaiiaf    Itaraaa— 
I'amrkmaniiat     I'maaiaH'al    <lmi»ai. 

K'iuralioa.  t«4 

I  ii.>«r*:..>»  — Ivk*    Km'(raliaa  Faa<i,  <3A, 

«J» 
K  •Srr;  i'.rtt 'trj   llttbaara— T«*!ii.  Piar, 

IV  U>n#(«l.'  |l.\«.  MM 
I'.tS     l.aBl     r<Mni*i«M  a      "taWrocami** 

•.»-«»  —Mr    J     M     Wr-r,   3«I.-Sab> 

l'«>nimi**  <.n  •  X**  a.-^l^y  (  a^»i«*»oaata 

a'.  \lt  nij    •«,  ^^.1 
law   *B-I    i'n' <*■  —  SfrrM    af    Mr.  Cbara*. 

•«■.  •••».  •••->.  •<''».  Il«l.  IIM 
M>(Mrt'f--Mr      •'    •>.  I     ll>f.l.     1147. 

I  »7v  .     Mr  J.4  ■  M  Mabaa.  af  Kallyhaf . 

To    M..tt(».>B.  i;«3 
Moaar  KrlafMj  ibravfS  Iba  I'aai.  «M 
KaiHMtal     iiabua).     lU.laal  —  Vm    af    Iba 

V^oot-Roo-n  Inr  r»ri*  I'arynara.  1 714 
I'anr  la*     V.  j  It-t^aa^rr.  |i«iti|aaaally 

—  t'»»i>f  Ila:l4irf  <»r  t**rtf  I'arfaaaa, 
I  JO.  I.V%\  .  —  K.lTC-tMa  of  liaar^taM, 
r*ratr»n  IIkkmi'.,  I'aalrbill  Vaiaa.  300, 
Al.  1711.  Ii^.irj  al  Caatab'Il.  C«. 
I;r.>na.  *M.  «»• 

gaaaa'*    <  Wl'ffa.    C.^mty -Mr      rbarba. 

i;*  H.rr.  I  ru'-Mpifaf  MaJarn  Ijtafaajaa. 

I  iVu.  MM 
H»t  ••f»l  ^:>     of     V»«»r»  — faa      RrTu 

«.'.  <rt.  Mr  •(•.•■    It«f 
R<»*.  Ir.tS  roaMab*  fj  -I|ra4  l*< 

ltai>..   ITli.   I7«»  .-"aar* 

.Noial->ri-l   |'.««M.aoa«.  lAM 
Hotal    I's.KCMt;  —  ^aMaMalMs     Faa4, 

11*3 
r..aa*     Imyratfial    Aa(  —  liata     Im 

l>i<abaaaaaa,  313 
IraUal  — l.aa  aa4  Ja«<a— M«»aimi« 
•  'MMa>(Wa  I'riMwca.  IIU.  I7tt 
|).W.>B   ^aa.U.*.  Ait  .-Mr.    Bafto.  i.9. 

I  .UT.  I  UJ 
U>{i»tki>tl  i*r:a  TTrt   '••4 
M>    liawrga  IW.<aft.  •  IU*.t>8r*.  I^!* 
'%   -mttrnttj  frmair*.  Att.  it' 
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HuLT,  Hr.  T.  M.— e«nl. 
iNland— National  Sehool  Teachers,  Res.  1894, 

1408 
Italy— Conflaeation  of  tbe  Propaganda  Pro- 

pertf,  1188 
Hagiatrates  (Ireland)  Salariei,  3R.    191,  791, 

793,  794,  835,  837,  838,  838 
NaT7  Eitimatei^Martial  Law,  &o.  781.  783 
MiwelUnaoua  Serrioes,  783,  788.  784,  785, 
786,  787 
Parliament— Publio   Baiineia— Iriiii  Bills  in 
the  HooM  of  Lords,  865 
Supply — Baiiness  of  the  Hoase,  1631 
Parliament — BnsinaM  of  the  Honsa^Commit- 
tee  of  Supply— Standing  Order  435a,  Res. 
1871,  1373 
Pablle  Works  Loans,  Comm.  480,  481,  483, 

485  ;  cl.  3. 487 
Snpply — Oommiisioners  of  National   Ednea- 
tion  in  Ireland.  1797, 1843.  1846 
Commisiionen  of  Police,  Ac.  of  Dublin, 
1308  :  Amendt.  1809,  1315,  1816,  1817, 
1318, 1333 
Constabalarjp  Force  in  Ireland,  1491, 1498, 

1499,  ISOl,  1503,  1503,  1518 
Connty  Court  Officers,  Ac.  Ireland.  1413 
Oonrt  of  Bankroptcy,  Ireland,  1218,  1330 
Criminal  Proeecutions,  Ac.  in'Ireland,  918, 

1301 
Dandmm  Criminal  LanatioTAsylnm,  Ir»> 

land,  586 
Embassies   and  Missions    Abroad,'' 1 653, 

1655,  1601,  1663,  1664 
General  Prisons  Board  in  Ireland  .'Ac.  Mo- 
tion for  reporting  Progress,  584  ° 
General  Valuation,   Ac.  of  Ireland.^[340, 
345,  346,  351,  353,  354,  357,  360,   365  ; 
Ameodt.  368,  371.  873 
Hospitals  and  Infirmaries,  Ireland,  1887 
Irish  Land  Commission,  1341,  1343,  1351. 

1359 
Local  Government  Board,  Ac.  in  Ireland, 

107 
Misoellaneons  Charitable  and  other? AUow> 

ances  in  Ireland,  Amendt.  1888, 1890 
National  Gallery  of  Ireland,  1710 
National  School  Teachers*  Soperannnation 

Office,  Dublin,  1709 
Police  in  Counties  and  Boroughs  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales,  Ac.  431 
Prisons,  Ireland,  1414 
Public  Works  in  IreUnd,  187 
Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools  in  Ire- 
land, 584,  585 
Registration  of  Deeds  in  Ireland,  876,  878, 

881,  1388 
Report,  1710 

Science  and  Art  Department,  Ac.  580 
Superannuation  and  Retired  Allowances  to 
Persons  formerly  Employed  in  the  Public 
Senriee.  Ac.  1873. 1876 ;  Amendt.  1877, 
1883,  1885,  1886 

Ulster  Canal  and  Tyrone  Navigation,  Oomm. 

843 
meter  Canal  and  Tyrone  Navigation  [Cost  of 

Bqairs],  Oomm.  600 

HiNSBBaoir,  Mr.  F.,  DumlH 

Burgh  Police  and  Health  (ScotUod),  Comm. 
998 


Heitniksb,  Xiord 

PriTate  Bills  (Railways)— New  Standing  Or- 
der.  Res.  8,  15. 17 

Henbt,  Mr.  M.,  Oalwa]/ 

Parliament — Palace  of  Westminster — West- 
minster Uall,  1578 

Sopply- Embassies  and  Missions  Abroad,  1605, 
1614, 1615, 1616 

HsBSOHXLL,  Sir  F.  («m  Solioitob  GhnnE- 
KAi,  The) 

HiBBKST,  Mr.  J.  T.  (Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department), 
Oldham 
Criminal  Lunatics,  Consid.  1837 
Customs — Importation,  Manufacture,  and  Sale 
of  Oleomargarine  and  other  Butter  Snbati- 
totea,  493 
Parliamentary  Elections — New  Register.  1760 
Summary   Jurisdiction    (Repeal,  Ac.],  Lorda 

Amendts.  Consid.  1013 
Sopply— Broadmoor  Criminal  Lonatic  Asflom, 
543 
Priaons,  England,  486 
Priaons,  Scotland.  B82 
Reformatory  and  Induatrial  Schools,  Great 
Britain,  539, 640, 641 

High  Court  of  Jnstiee  (FroTineial  Sit- 
tings) Bill  (Jfr.  Whitley,  Ur.  Jatot 
Bright,  Mr.  Xuntz,  Jlr.  Ltwi*  Frf,  L»ri 
Claud  Samilton,  Xr.  SUgg,  Jlr.  Smtud 
Smith,  Xr.  Armitagt,  Xr.  Agntw) 

e.  Bill  withdrawn  •  July  SO  [Bill  181] 

TTtt.t.,  Lord  A.  W.,  Downthire 

Ireland — Crime  and  Outrue^Orangemen  and 
Roman  Cathclica — Firing  into  a  Train, 
853 
Orange  Proceaaions— 13th  of  July  Celebra- 
tiona — Orange  Arch  at  Oleoarm,  -494, 
8S4 
Savings  Banks  Acts  Amendment,  493 

HoLi.Ain>,  Sir  H.  T.,  Miikwr$t 
Airica  (South)— Becbuanaland,  898 
Africa   (South- West  Coast)— Angra  Pequens, 

851 
Army  Estimates— War  Office,  741 
Lunacy  I^ws  of  Foreign  Countries,  1106, 1100 
Merchant  Shipping—"  Consolation,"  The,  1109 
Sopply- General  Valuation,  Ac.  of  Ireland, 
366,  359 
Land  Registry,  387 
Orange  River  Territory,  Ao.  1059,  1080, 

1088, 1098, 1133 
Publio  Prosecutor's  Office,  375 
Supreme  Oosrt  of  Judicature,  881 

HoiaiB,  Mr.  J.  (Parliamentaiy  Seoretaiy 
to  the  Board  of  Trade),  JBoobMy 
ParlhuBent — Standing    Orders— Amendmenta, 
1840;  Amendt.  1849,1860 
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HorwooD.  Mr.  C  H.,  St**kp»rt 

Armf  K««i»«U<— Mt»»»IU«i««i  KiWtiT«S«r- 

«>c««.  aTH.  •«« 
Bar(l)  roli<«  >a4   llmlU  ;A««tUa4),  Cmib. 

lalMO,  Coau-i   aJJ,  tl.  lon 

HaWw    llMlib-Va««iMliM.    M«:— AIUf(4 

Ilnih   fro*.    Ml  -.—Vhrn^Tf    Uaariiau 

ue,  U7 

VaMlMIMM    A«<.     1847— gfllfclM    DMtil   of 

(iurdua*.  10 
VaMiuiio*  AM*— ('•*•  of  U*  lUv.  W.  Km/, 

Ur«M  Tknuoaih,  ISM 

Horuni^x,  I»rd 

Kr/pt  —  Coofanaw.    Miaiitavul    SuiaaMal. 

Jlmll,  Btrm$Uy.  ««</  ITxf  RUinf  JitnetU* 
RaiUtf  and  lUtk  {M—»<i)  RtU 

«.  MAtr.1.  ■•  rti*l.  la  lb*  f  >*•  of  tb*  lUH. 
Hftrn«t^v.  «n<l  Wrtt  Hi  fmf  Janrtit*^  K»|U 
•  >]r  aai  IWk  ^MoMi)  ll::i.  Hun  lin;  iMot-* 
!••.  .''IT.  :t4.  }l«.  ••••i  ^3'  W  Mtp-nlrd. 
anj  ikit  Ih*  Hill  b*  ao«  Uk«a  law  c«a. 
«;>l»r»lia«,  p«ati<i<--l  an— »I»J  fnal*  (ball 
kti"  l><r:<  prrt..ia>:>  dapawMal  **  _C-t^mft 
OfT  trj  Sm.tKlJmlf  .1  >.  I»17  ;  alW  4>baW. 
Ktam*,Mkf»*.  A  4J.  N  )t  ;  ti.Slitt.  I.  IMl 
Bill  «mu4w»l  .  !lla«lia(  Or>lan  1«7.  Hi. 
aaJ  tU  •••f>«4^  ;   llill  m4  3* 

iLUX'iVDuru,  Mr.  .V  ,  Rrtdfori 

Bargb  l'«iiM  aaJ   llaailk  (KcoUaaJ;,  Oaaai. 

lai<> 
lafanu.  Com-n   <.'   \.  IX 
laUnJ  K*>M>a*'-<'*rTt*««  Tai.  IU«  S><> 
S«^f  -I  riatiaai  i*m*<«iig«>.  A*,  lo  lialaaJ, 

|..«-«i  Ouarraatrnt   Ibiarl,  *«.  la  IralaaJ. 

U4 
I.  r  I  \I>.v*l«°>|l»ptni**al.A«  faaaartaJ 

•  Ih  Crtoiiaal   l*»u«i«liap  IB  1liallaa<. 

^'» 
K«.<«r  of  li«aOTal  *i<H^I«a  -  V«ta  of  Cr*4il. 

IT»J 
T«a*bOT«'  i*toM«  oa«o.  ir*Ua4.  !«;• 

Ix.-K.  Mr    II    It  .  //4i/.ay< 

lal*<i:«.  (•>■«    <■;.    i.    A«M>ll.    Ml.    //.    9. 
Aawr4t    1*1.  \9*.  SM  .    ai4.   W.  MS.  Cm. 

mJ   oil.  K    I«l».  I»ii 

I»i  iiii4":i.  I>»r«l 

Tr»'*»>;>  ( iTUa^  ■  I'rot.taMi*:  ih-itt,  Co«M. 
A«m4I.  >•! 


IxMbvi.  K.  Mr.  F.  A  .  Rf 

MM«i|ial  »:«o«MM    r««r*f«aa4  illofU  I'l**' 

Una  .  «'oim4  *l.  So.  A(wa4l    *<t 
l*akM  Wm%<  I^Mat.  CooMO   4«1 


lain*  {Qai*lnm*) 

tknrlir  •/  |Nik>«  Immr^imm,    «4oMt-M.   Mr. 
UiboM.    \>.«o'r.  «f  J   K    ''raw  J^fyt*. 


I»»t4— ifarfro    wt. 

fltifmf~r*tt  «/  Mtn^ttftm,  QaxtlM.  Mr. 
Iliftw     Aa*»rr.  Mr.  J.  K.  Craa*  Amf  $. 

t\>'*fl  l.^flUt*m  —  .itt  .1.  IMJ— tiaoMMI. 
Mr     ll.((«r:    Aa*»*r.    Mr.    J.     K.    CrM* 

J'lfM.  It.M 

liti.  «|amiar..  Mr.  JaMia  M'Carth;  ;   *•• 

•«n^.  Mr.  J    K   Croat   tof  I.  ISM 
StuUmtil  mf  rtMfKo.  Uaooiiaa.  Mr.  JaMia 

M-Cartbj.  Antaor.  Mr.  J.  K  CtmtJitlfM, 

6.\7 
}V  /^«4  QifttUt  to  tf  lUktr.  <)a*«ua*.  Mr. 

n>nw:  AM«ar.  Mr.  J.  K.  CnmJmlf  •!. 

Il.«l 
rw  /W«  fiflf*.  (JaMiioa,  Mr.  JuUa  M'Cartkf  t 

Aataar.  Mr.  J.  K.  Cr«M  J»lf  ti.  M7 

fia ii^.  f '  —  r»/  .fitt  ru.  goMtMa.  Mr. 
JafliB  M  Carthf  .   Aatvrr,  Mr   J.  K.  Cro« 

y.f»  JI..1J* 

/{•■.>'i*>  -fk-  ft»;»«.iai  Hiilmif,  «|aaa. 
li.>i.  S  r  <;r.irs'  i'«>a|.bol: ,  Aaa*«r.  Mr. 
J    K    t'iniy.v  II.  II  V> 

RMvlMTair.  «|4rMioa,  Mr.  Tbaml4  Kofvrt ; 
Aat*«r.  Mr.  ).  K.  CroM  /a/y  SI.  IIM 


Itdiaa  Harta*  Bill  >  ^  I 

«.  r«m  n.tU«  *  .  K  -^Kt  J»ly  >J         ^ BUI  Ml ) 

Km  I  !••  y>V  II 
I.  Kofal  A*»ai  i/oi/  M    :i*  A  il  I'ttl.  •■  M] 


lafkBUBtU 


Ht**"* »: 


,.  C»«..lu«-a  r   y«r«  >1.  I»l  ;iMI  11] 

Cua>-B't>«o  .    K'finrt  Jmtf  1i,  S»4 
<-.>i««i4*r»l  Jmtf  !t.  I'M!  ^B   I  3««! 

Cona  .irr*J  .     rrU      I*,    aflar    •b^rt      <»baH 
J,y  S..  ii;* 
I.  KrUl'»   /.   rti!"-»:l)    »«;  1    (No.  JJ7) 
Ortrf  for  lA    aiarbw-fW.  alUr  tb^t  4.-b»la 
Jmf   t.  |\M 


.tli-mfyt  ■i»i  N.  /••i-"»  InHmli  Art,  IM4— 
V-  KJuri  /'.  U  ffrwa.  «4oo<«ioa«.  Mr. 
lU*  f  .  <■••«•»,  lb«  S»  w.lor  lioooral  fir 
Irr'anl  Jmly  T*.  CSS 

Ftik'ty  l^»t  I  Url  a»l  ItufttUr  »f  St'mum 
/'xW  >/*,  Ut  .MkiiuMa.  t4«M  •<—.  Mr.  Sot> 
!••      \a»arr.  Mr    Trot*. Ian  y«J*  It.  S-^ 

I'lfft^kt-'.  v4oM>t.ao.  Mr   M*}*«.  AMVar, 

\k,     Tm* 'aa  .;■/«  }4.  aiO 
l',SU.f.-**i  »'^mlf  CfM.t't     KrrTf,  MaoO* 

lio-,  Mr.  IUrT>a(«a*  .  Aaaoar.  Mr.  Ifv«ol> 

raa  Jmlf  >«.  «tt 
/a  a.i  HttMrnt  (>^.  OOrto— "iatariw.  fim^ 

t—,    Mr    AMk<r  t»  i  —aar  .  Aaoaor,    Mr. 

Coanaaf  Jmtf  i*,  440 
tMUmef,$    lirfMaJt     Att,     1**4  ~ /Uifmnm 

H'ir4  *t  timtrltJtm*.   Maimaai.  Mr.  Hot* 

|.>«  .    loaotri.  Mr     Trco'faa  Jm  j  S<.  SI* 
Jlfjo»*<B»«  «»i  ImttttfUt  -A  Ktytt  Coal. 

•a.H*M.    HaailiM.     >>r    IUr<lt*f    W.<aM«i 

Amoot.  Mr.  Gliilmn  Jwif  U.  Ml 
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Ibsuko — eont. 

Manes/  '2<<«i^^  through  th«  Pott,  Qneition, 
Mr.  Hmlj ;  Answer,  Mr.  TrsTelyan  July  30, 
4S5 

Orange  Proeeiiiom—The  lilh  0/ JtUjf  Cele- 
bratimt — Orange  Areh  at  Olenarm,  QuM- 
tion,  Lord  Arthur  Hill ;  Anfwer,  Mr.  Tre- 
relyan  July  3S,  494  ;  Qaeationi,  Lord  Arthnr 
Hill,  Mr.  SeztOD  ;  Anrreri,  Mr.  TreT*ljr»n 
July  30.  8S4 

ReqitlraHon  of  Veteri — iVi;i0  Revirion  Court, 
Monagkan,  (Question,  Mr.  Ilmly ;  Aniwer, 
The  Solieitor  General  for  Ireland  Aug  4, 
1563 

Sunday  Cloting—Arrettt  for  Drunkenneu,  ire. 
Qneitioo,  Mr.  Warton  ;  Anawer,  The  Solici- 
tor General  for  Ireland  Aug  4,  ISBS 

The  MuMum  of  Seienee  and  Art,  Dublin, 
Qneitions,  Mr.  Dawion,  Mr.  Gray ;  Anamrt, 
Mr.  Courtnej  July  34,  330  ;  Qaestion,  Mr. 
Maarioe  Brooks ;  Answer,  Mr.  Conrtnej 
July  31. 1181 

n*  Royal  College  of  Science  of  DuiUn,  Qnes- 
tions.  Mr.  Dawson  ;  Answers,  Mr.  Mnndella 
Aug  1,  1300 

Vitil  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to'Belfytt—Dii- 
pUiy  of  Flag;  Qnestion,  Mr.  Beresford  ; 
Answer,  The  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland 
Aug  4.  IMS 

Toumt  Improvement  {Ireland)  Act — Finet  for 
Drmtkenneet,  Question,  Mr.  Ilealy ;  Answer, 
Mr.  Trevelran  July  34,  313 
7%e  Ennit  Toivn  Committionert,  Question, 
Mr.  Kenny  ;  Answer,  The  Solicitor  General 
for  Ireland  July  38,  666 

Union  Sating,  Question,  Colonel  Coltbnrat ; 
Answer,  Mr.  Treveljan  July  24,  327 

Board  of  Werkt  (Ireland) 

Cat*  of IPRugh,  of  Bolintaffy,  Qnestion. 

Mr.  Daaty  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Courtney  July  33, 
89 

Induitrial  School*  (ireiomf) 

Limeriek—Sureharget,  Qnestion,  Mr.  Beres- 
ford ;  Answer.  Mr.  Trerelyan  Aug  1, 1364 

Ifunher  of  Children  ehargeable  to  Corporation 
of  Cork,  Question,  Mr.  Ueasy  ;  Answer,  Mr. 
Trevelyan  July  29,  868 

Tipperary  Oratid  Jury,  SoiUh  Hiding,  Ques- 
tions, Colonel  Colthnrst ;  Answers,  Mr.  Tre- 
Telyan  July  34,  300 ;  July  90.  8«7 

Local  Oovemment  Board  {Ireland) 
Mr.  J.  D.  Elliott,  Rate  Colleetor  for  the  Blad^ 
rock    Townthip    Committionert,    Question, 
Mr.  Sexton ;  Answer,  Mr.  Trevalyan  July  34, 
840 

Ifalional  Education  {Ireland) 
Cue  of  Mri.   Craig — 5{i^    Model   Sehodt, 

Questions,  Mr.  IVarton,    Mr.    Harrington; 

Answers,  Mr.  Trerelyan  July  31,  1163 
LegitUuion,  Qaeations,  Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  Healy  ; 

Answers,  Mr.  Trerelyan  Juiy  38,  497 
Naiianal  School,  Belfatt — Ute  of  Sched-room 

for  Party  Purpotet,  Qnestion,  Mr,  Healy  ; 

Answer.  The  Solieitor  General  for  Ireland 

Aug  6,  1738 
ffational  School,  Steuiardtloum—  Vte  of  Sehtol- 

room  for  Party  Purpotet,    Qoeation,    Mr. 

Bereeford  ;    Anawer,  The  Solicitor  OMcral 

for  Irvland  Aug  4, 1850 

[fioM, 


laxum — cent. 
Poor  Law  {Irriand) 
ColUetor  of  Poor  Rate*.  Ralhheale  {TaioM.   Co. 

Limeriek,  Question,   Mr.  John   Redmond  ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Trerelyan  July  38.  667 
Dr.    Calaghan.  Medieal    Attendant,  Neitagh 

Vnim  Mfpensary,  Qaestioa,  Mr.   Leahy ; 

Answer.  Mr.  Trerelyan  July  34,  300 
Ely  Diipentary,  DerrygonneUy—  Ute  ofBMi- 

ing  for   Party    Purpotet,    Qnestion,    Mr. 

Healy  ;  Answer,   Mr.   Treralyao  JtUy   38. 

630 ;  Qnestion,   Mr.  Healy  :    Answer,   The 

Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  Aug  4,  1688 
Mr.  R.  Moort,  Clerk  of  Innithouien  Vniott,  Co. 

I>onegal,   Qnaation,    Mr.  Deaay ;    Aonrar, 

Mr.  Trerelyan  July  38,  051 

Election  of  Quardian* 

BaltingUut  Onion,  Question,  Mr.  M'Coan  ; 
Answer,  The  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland 
Aug  4,  1666 

Bandon  Union,  Qnestion,  Mr,  Doasy ;  An- 
iwer,  Mr.  Trerelyan  July  38,  683 

Carlow  Union,  Qineations,  Mr.  Gray,  Mr. 
Arthur  O'Connor;  Answer*,  Mr.  Tnrdyan 
/itiySl.  1153 

CormMit  Divition,  CootehiU  Union,  Co.  Tyrone 
—The  Inquiry,  Questions,  Mr.  Ilcalr  ;  An- 
swer*. Mr.  Trerelyan  Julf/  34,  300  ;  July  SO, 
888;  — ifr.  Vau^n  Montgomery.  J.  P., 
Question,  Mr.  Healy ;  Answer,  The  Solieitor 
General  for  Ireland  Aug  8, 1744 

Edenderry  Union,  King"!  County,  Question*, 
Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor ;  Answers,  Mr.  Tre- 
relyan, The  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland 
July  24,  301 

Kewni  Union— lUegal  Action  of  Reluminff 
Ofieer,  Obserrations,  Mr.  Small ;  Reply,  Mr. 
Trarelyan ;  short  debate  thereon]^,Ai/jr  ><> 
836 

Po^  Ofiee  {Ireland) 

The  General  Pott  Ofiee,  Dublin 

Female  Sttpervitort,  Qnestion,  Colonel  Kin^ 
Harman  ;  Answer,  Hr.  Fawoett  July  38,  683 

Suiitituiion  of  Oat  for  Steam  Enginet,  Qnaa- 
tion, Mr.  Sexton ;  Answer,  Mr.  Faweatt 
July  32,  34 

The  8u^  of  the  Secretary t  Ofiee,  Qnastioo, 
Colonel  King-Hannan ;  Answer,  Mr.  Faweatt 
July  34,  303 

Day  Mail  to  Cork,  Qnestion,  Mr.  Laamy ;  An- 
swer,  Mr.  Faweett  July  84,  338 

The  Mail  Service  between  Dublin  and  Cork, 
Questions,  Mr.  Laamy,  Mr.  Arthnr  O'Con- 
nor, Hr.  Moore;  Answer*,  Mr.  Faweatt 
JWy  38,  800 ;  Questions,  Mr.  Leamy  ;  An- 
swers, Mr.  Fawoett  July  SI,  1171 

The  Oalway  Mailt,  Questions,  Mr.  T.  P. 
O'Connor,  Mr.  Sexton  ;  Answers,  Mr.  Tr»- 
relyan  Jii^Sl,  1177 

The  Mailt  in  Caoan,  Question,  Mr.  Biggar ; 
Answer,  Mr.  Fawoett  July  34,  838 

The  Clotmtel  Mailt,  Questions,  Mr.  Moor*; 
Answers,  Mr.  Fawoett  July  94,  S19 

Delivery  of  LeUert  at  Dalkey,  Ce.  DMin, 
Qnestion*,  Colonel  King-Uarmaa  i  JUamn, 
Mr.rairoett^H^3i,«U 

Ittllt. 
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IHtmUf    »/    Ptr*f    limtlt-t    ip   U«    l^tHtr 

(  amtr  «l  .VrirAW(<«,  Vtmulf  l>oirm,  ^^»^»■ 

iMd,  Mr.  Ilatnaftea  :  AMwr,  Mr.  Fa*c«M 

Jnlf  ».  4M 
7>«  iMItr  C-*m*r  httmtnt  Ballfftmmtll  aMf 

DtnyHm,  <|«rnn»i,  Mr.   Biffar:  AM««r*, 

Mr.  r>»M(l  JWy  f «,  S37 
TV  /*«ffmM  i>«Mr  Ctrrirr,  QsaMlaa.  Mr. 

T.    I*.    U'Coaaar;    AMvar,    Mr.    FavMU 

/«/ySI.  UTS 

Mmltiftr   OwM^itmt.    QaMUoa,    Mr.    IIar> 

nagloa  ;    Aa«**r,  Mr.  Trvr^/aa  Jmljf  31. 

I  IT* 
71«  Fn4ni'tnl  Kfiil«f«l  OrarfftrJ  «l  Df- 

mart,  QaaMloa,    Mr.  OnLf :    Aa«««r.  Mr. 

Trrraljaa  Jmlf  tS,  MS 

ilM^  mtd  tlrUf„  (Irtlmtd) 
Drmmktrif  Bfi4gl.  C>.  »f  LiOrim  tmd  Kt». 
i»ai»«i«,  Qamiia,  Coi«a*l  O'lMr**;  A»- 
•«OT.  Mr.  Trrnlfia  7a/y  79.  «I4  :  Um*. 
tMB,  Coloatl  U'B«ira« .  Aaaaor,  TW  ScitMav 
OMMai  (or  lrtU»i  .ln^  •.  Kit 

Aufkrit     tS*r,    Or.    5U«i.    QmMio*.    Mr. 

KviUM  :  AM<Mr.  Mr.  t  <aaHa«/  Joly  St.  St 
rM'ia    fW.    r«.   iKmr^t.    QaMlMai.    Mr. 

lUalf  :    Aa«*»ts.  Mr.  Ceartavf  Aiy   SI, 

1151 

/V«ia.a^  •/  l4#  AiVrr   Htrrtm,  ^aMIiMI.  Mr. 

ArUar   (t'Cvaaor .   Aa«»«r.   Mr    OawtMf 

Af  4.  IMT 
t%»    Hn*r    SLtmmam.    ^araUa*.    Mr.   T.    A. 

OlAMa :  Aat»«r.  Mr.  I'vartMy  J«f  I.  IMS 

Ij»»  md  J%$H**  [htUmd) 
Mr   at*rf  HitlM.  a  tUmtrmft.  Qaaatiaa.  Mr 

llralf  ,  Aaavar,  Tha  iUlmiar  Oaaaral  tw 

lt*Ua4  Amf  t.  I57S 
rA«   JrrMt  •/    Jfr.    OUm«.  QsMtiaMt   Mr. 

ileal;,  Mr  'tlray  ,  Aaa«M«.   Mr.  Tra««l}aa 

Jmlf  19.  Ml  .    M»*MM>a.   Mr     llralj ;  Aa- 

a*«r,  Mr.  Tmrljaa  ^a^y  31.  11*1 
Z>jr«a^    l^rrlu'Mhmi     Cuf    «t    fi*    Jlradt»f» 

/«AU«iil)f.   «jaa»tiaa.  Mr.  Kraaf  ;  Aaavar, 

Mr.  Tr«*ai;aa  Amf  I.  list 
Cjw  *f  AAa  /AnMf  4«r.  «  t«M«W,  QnMli—. 

Mr.  lUmac««a ;  Aaawan^  Mr.  Tra«aty«a 

JtJf  n.  »* 
Vtmttt  Utkmf.  OaMUan.  Mr.   DtMf ;    Aa. 

•««*.   TW  Nai«it«r  tiaawal    lar    ~ 

.llBf  «.  1»T« 


r<t(r  A«MWM  CMrf  «(  CatdnatOM.  <•. 
IWa.  «Jaaa»>«a.  Mr  Ony  .  Aaawar.  Mr. 
Tr«««(raa  ^Wv  t*.  •«> 
<;<<■  r<«r)r  .<<rMMM-C'««r  •/  AaaM  JfC«f. 
tjaamaa.  Mr  Syaaa  ;  Aaaaw.  Tka  talmlar 
(MMTsI  br  It«laa4  Amf  4.  lAM 

7W  r»M«»<im|i  Prutmm.  Otiiaiiaan.  Mr. 
»•«••■,  H*fir.  1W  ttaiolar  UaaaraJ  tw 
lr«Ua4  .  (kMl  »>ai»  l>irm  ^aly  U.  S9t 

TW  M«yt«T>«>«<  /VtMw**,  «4aaMM*.  Mr. 
Ilwi^ ;  Aarw,  Mr.  Tnwtim  Jwlf  $$.  M* 

[mm. 


lauAia — lj*m  aad  JulUt*    nm. 

Tkt   rrtttmtfUm  /ViawMrr.   <|«rallaa».  Mr. 

Ural;  .  Antaara.  Tba  SoiiaUor  Uaaatml  tm 

Ii«Ua4  ia«l,  ITU 
Tk*  ItmUut  SumitU  -  Saf*riMfdtmi  MMm, 

WaaatKM.  Mr.  ilraly  :  Aa«*«r.  Mr.  Tra««l> 

;aa  Jmlm  »4.  «»•  .-Mr.  B»yU,J.r..  Qm*. 

li«M,  Mr.  Ilaaly :  AaaiMra.  Mr.  TrwatyM 

4«f  I.  lU) 
Tfri>m4  Ai$'itt  —-  Qattm  r.  tUtUf,"  Oawtl— . 

I  oIomI  Kiaf-llaraiaa  :  Amtitr,  Tka  S«IM« 

lor  (irawal  for  IrtUa4  Amf  «,  IMI 

71U  MfittMCf  (/rriaMi) 
r#    WMfrftrJ.  Qaaattoaa,  Mr    Laaay :   A*> 

•«rr«.  Mr.  Travatyaa  Jttm  SI.  I IM 
Mtldffrt  frtif  Sfmimt,  Ca.  Oar*.  Qawliw^ 

Mr.  Kraay  ;  AMvar,  Mr.  Tr*t«l/aa  Jwlftt, 

•«« 
TU  tCtrnftt  C».  amd  CV  Tiffttmy,  QllMiw. 

Mr.  Kaaay ;  Aaawar.  Mr.  Traratfaa  Amf  I, 

ISSt 

r&«  Arv.  /.  B  /WU.  q Mr.  ■•■Im. 

Mr.  Uibaea.  ViH»aal  Criablaa :  AMvan, 

Mr.   Tranl|a».  TIm  HalwiMr   Ua>arml  tm 

\nUm*  Jmlf  t*.  S« 
f.mmu  (imtrUr  Stnitm—itr    C.  Mtltf,  Q.C, 

(tairmam,  «|ami<HM,  Mr.  Kaaaf  :  Aaaaai^ 

Mr  Tr«ial;ae  J-lf  T».  «U  :  Atf  I.  IMS 
Jfr.    CA/**^    ^•r^    ttmintm.    Mr 

Aaa««c.  Mr.  Iraraly 4a  Jmlf  M  SIT  ; 

liaa.    Mr.    Il«^)  :  Aaawar,   Mr.  CF 

Jmif$l.  lit;.  Uaaaimi.  Mr.  Ilaaly:  Aa. 

•wm.  Mr.  UU4iUM.  Mr.  Coartaay  Amf  i, 

l.%T» 
Mr.  JaKn  MMalum.mf  BMlfKtf.  C» 

qa«MMe.  Mr.  Ilval;  .  Aaavar.  Tba 

Umvral  Car  liTlaa4  A<mf  *.  ITU 
Mr.    T*rr»»f.  J  f.  Mamiaa.   Mr.   Blffar: 

Aaawr.  Tba  Halmlor  ««i>wl  for  lraUa4 

Amfi.  i;44 

Lum  0md  ftlH*  {Irtlsmi", 
Ctmmtf  tf  Wmerftd.  tjaaalMa.  Mr.  O'Oa*. 

•all .  Aaaaaa."  Mr.  Tfwaalyaa  Jmtf  H,  M* 
rU  Arram  m/   Mr.  CAmw.  Qimlia^,   Mr. 
llaaJj.  Mr.  Orv  ;  Aaavat*.  Mr.  T»*«*I|MI 
Jmlf  n.  Ml 

frtfmt   JrtUmit 
f W Uu  tfnaiaar  *f  Ltmartat  ttiun     fcyar 
jawMlt^a,  tjaiiliaa.    Mr.   O'Salliraa  ;   A»> 
a«*r,   Tba    SaUatiar    Uaaarat    far    trila«< 

^ii«rt4.sss 

Btfmt  hul  CimUmMmrf 
.Vaaabrt.   qaaa4iaa.    Mr.     Paraatl. 

Mr.  Traaatyaa  A^r  *>.  ST* 
Sarm    %tnHm  —  Mmmit  i  r     tf 

<4«aMtaM>.  Mr.  >aall.  Mr.  Ilaaly ;  Aa 

Mr    Tr>t*l;aa  Am/  I.  1SS« 
7t«  L-rrmtM    rr*i<«  •/  XtHttttmH»,   .^.^ 

uaa.  Mr  Sliua'  •  Aaavrr.  Mr.  Tw»Mj— 

Jmlf  u.  n» 

.V»aaa<  r^tatt,  gmtlii.  Mr.  Bl(fw ;  A»> 
t»ar.  Mr  TrvMlraa  Jttf  SI.  IIM 

/V»M»ft»^  --  .•(«*  .  tmtfmtUr  Jtmt»  Ukt 
frtml.  q«Mi..«.Mr.  Itaaaf  ;  Ammm,  Mr. 
tr«aai|MVa<)r  tt,»t 
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luLim— Aoyal  lri$h  Coiutabutarf—coai. 
Bead  ConitaliU  Irwin,  Qaettions,  Mr.  Healyi 

Mr.    William    Redmond  ;     Aniwers,     The 

Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  Aug  6, 1741 
ConttabU  Bernard  King,  Queetion,  Mr.  Juilin 

M'Carthy:    Anawer,  The  Solicitor  Geoenl 

for  Ireland  Ava  4,  1573 
Dr.  Madigan,  Medieal  Officer,  Qneition,  Mr. 

SjDsn  :  Answer,  The  Solicitor  Oenenl  for 

Inland  Aug  4,  IS60 

Stat*  bf  Ireland 
Orangemen  ai  Litbum,  Qneition*,  Mr.  Gray ; 
Answera,  Mr.  Trereljran  Jufy  38,  644 

Crim*  ««d  Outrage  {Ireland) 

Attaet  M  the  Ruident  Maaiitrate,  Co.  Sligo, 
Questions,  Colonel  KiDg-Ilannan,  Mr,  Sax- 
ton  ;  Answers,  Mr.  Trevslyan  /Wy  24,  331 

AUaeJt  on  lK«  Salvation  Army  at  CoetoltM,  Co. 
Cavan,  Qneition,  Mr.  Berciford  ;  Answer, 
Mr.  Trereljan  Aug  1,  1353 

Maiming  Horeei — Carriekmaeroei  PreoetUmtnt 
Sottioni,  Qneition,  Mr.  ileal;;  Answer, 
Mr.  Treveljan  July  31,  1157 

Orangemon  and  Soman  CatkoHct — Firing  into 
a  Train,  Question,;  Lord  Arthur  Hill ;  An- 
swer, Mr.  Treveljan  July  30,  853 

EtnigratioH 
7^  Tute  Emigration  Fund,  Queetiom,  Mr. 
llealy,  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor ;  Aniwers,  Mr. 
Trevelyan  July  38,  058 
State-aided  Emigration — Jane  Kenny,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Dawson  ;  Answer,  The  Solicitor 
General  for  Ireland  Aug  4,  1573 

JSvietiont  {Ireland) 
Barony  of  Cattlea,  Co.  Limeriek,  Question, 
Mr.   O'Snlliran;    Answer,   Mr.    Trerel/an 
July  38,  643 

The  Royal  University  of  Ireland 
Qnestion,  Mr.  Kenny  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Trerelyan 

July  33,  33 
The  Quoen't  College,   Galway—Mr.   CharUs 
Oeiiiler,   Pro/eiitr  •/   Modem  Language; 
Questions,  Mr.  Uealjr;  Aniweri,   Mr.   'ire- 
velyan  .i4u^  I,  1350 
The  SuelenUtioH  Fund,  Question.  Mr.  Ileal;; 
Aniwer,  Mr.  Trereljan  /u/y  31,  1163 
[Se«  titles  Arreart  of  Sent  {Ireland)  Act, 
18H3 
Land  Law  (Ireland)  Art,  1881 
Land  Law  {Ireland)  AH,  1881 

—  Iriik  Land  Committion 
Peace  Pretervation  (Ireland) 

Act,  1881 
Prevention  of  Crime  (Ireland) 
Act.  1863] 

Ir»l»ni — AgricMltural  Lahourtn 

Ordered,  That  Sir  (Irrrey  Umee  Im  disoharfed 
from  further  attendance  on  the  Select  Com- 
mittee :  Mr.  Con7  added  to  the  Committee 
(Jfr.  Soliritor  General  for  Ireland)  July  i9 

Ir*Uni— Landed  Ettatt* 

Mofed,  That  (liere  be  laid  before  the  Iloase— 
"I.  Return   sbowiof  tb«   number  of  estatM 

[evai. 


Ireland — Landed  Bitalet—eoiA. 

under  the  mana|[:ement  of  r«oeiTers  in  the 
High  Court  of  Justice  in  Ireland — (a.)  At 
the  close  of  the  year  1877  (seren)  ;  (h.)  At 
the  close  of  the  jrcar  18S3  (three) ;  («.)  The 
total  gross  annual  rental  of  such  estates 
"IL  Keturn  of— (a.)  Total  amount  of  the 
costs  of  passing  reoeirers  aeeonnu  t«zed  in 
the  jear  1883 :  (6.)  Total  amount  of  reeeivert 
miscellaneous  costs  taxed  in  the  ^ear  1883  ; 
(«.)  Total  amount  of  oosts  of  tlie  petitioner 
or  other  the  person  haring  carriage  of  the 
proceedings  in  receiring  matters  taxed  in  the 
jear  1883"  (The  Marqueei  of  WaUr/ard) 
July  38,  621  :  after  short  debate.  Motion 
agreed  to 

lr*land — National  School  Teaeh*r$ 

Amendt.  on  Committee  of  SnppI;  Aug  1,  To 
IcaTC  out  from  "  That,"  add  "  this  liouse 
views  with  deep  regret  the  impoesibilitjr  of  at 
present  introducing  the  Education  Bill  for 
Ireland  promised  last  year  by  the  Chief 
Seoretary,  and  that,  seeing  the  hardships 
whioh  the  Irish  National  Teachers  are  un- 
doobtedly  aubjecte<l  to,  and  the  neoesaity 
which  exiiti  of  rendering  so  important  a  body 
of  publio  servants  contented  with  their  work, 
this  House  is  of  opinion  that  proTision  should 
be  made  forthwith  to  improTe  their  ineomas 
temporsrily,  and  that  a  Bill  remoring  their 
seTcral  grievanees  ihould  be  introdoeed  early 
in  the  next  Seiiion"  (Hr.  Juelin  Uunttu 
ttCartky)  v.,  1377  ;  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  words,  Ac. ; "  after  debate,  Qnes- 
tion pot ;  A.  63.  N.  61  ;  M.  3  (D.  L.  303) 

Italy— Confiteation    of    tht   Propaganda 
Property 
Questions,   Mr.  O'Oonnell.  Mr.  Healy ;    An- 
swers, Mr.  Gladstone  July  31,  1183  ;  Ques- 
tions, Mr.  O'Uonnell,  Mr.  Gray  ;  Answers, 
Mr.  Gladstone  Aug  4,  1583 

Jamaica — Importation  of  Cooliet 

Question,  Mr.  A.  Pease;  Answer,  Mr.  Evelyn 
Ashley  July  34.  337 

Jaxks,  Sir  H.  (»#»  Attokskt  Okxxhai., 
The) 

KxKNAHO,  Mr.  C.  J.,  Salithury 
Egypt  —  Conlerence,  Ministerial    Statement, 

1756 
Maoritiua,  The,  1559 

KKinnr,  Mr.  M.  J.,  Enm't 
Ireland — Questions 

Arrears  of  Rent  Act — James  Farrell,  33 
Law    and    Justice — Dying    Declarations — 

Brothers  Dclahunty,  1352 
Royal  Uoirersiiy,  S3 

Towns  Improvemrnt — Ennis  Town    Com- 
miMionen,  666 
Ireland — Magiitraey — Questions 

Ennis   Quarter   Sessions — Mr.    C.    Kelly, 

Q.C.,  Chairmen,  633,  1353 
Kildyiart  Petty  Sesiiont,  Co.  Clare,  616 
King's  Co.  aad  Co.  Tipparary,  1S51 

[• 


KEN        KIN 


(SESSION    ll«4  I 


KIN       LAM 


KnnfT,  Mr.  V.  J 
]faUii4— Nalimui  S«haol  TMctwn'RM.  1390. 

UM 
Mafi^nu*  (IrvlaoJ)  Sa]«H<>i,  SR.  407,  SM 
Na*7  EalimatM— Martial  La*.  Me.  T"! 

XiwcCuMoai  itcrrMM,  T83,  T(l«.  TM.  T«7  : 

APModl.  TW.  T*0 
Sappiy— Caoaaiaaioaar*  of  Nalioaal  EJaaaliea 

la  Irvlaad,  IMS.  I(I3«.  IM«.  IMS,  l»4* 
Coa»tak«lar7  Foraa  ia  IralaM,  ItM.  UM, 

MM 
Coarta  of  Uw  aa4  JaMiaa  la  S«oUa»J,  A«. 

Ml.MT 
Cnmiaal  PmwoaUoat,  A«.*ia|lr«taa4,  tM, 

Ml 
Ooaaral  Vataatioo.  Ae.  of  IraUa4.  >l*.  M7 
Iritb  Und  CommiMioa,  IMS,  t»«.  ItM 
Loeal  UoramnMot  Board.  Ao.  ia   Iralaad, 

«1,  M.  I>»;   Aaaadi.  lit 
l^ord    AdTocaU't    ItapartoMst.    M».    Coa> 

aoctad   with    Cmaiaal    l>rae«odia((    ia 

S«MUa4.  in.  »5«,  m.  Hi 
Nalioaal  Callwy.  Ii}t 
I'oIko  la   CooatiM  aad  Bonxfbi  la  Ea(- 

laad  aad  WaWa.  Ac.  *St 
I'ablia  Work*  in  Irrlud.  IM.  ITS.  IM 
Kacord  OOea.  Iraltad.  301.  }M 
SaDtraaaaaltoa  aaJ  K«<ir*d  AUovaaaaa  lo 

Vtmmt  tormirir  Kaiplofad  la  Iha  PaMw 

Sarrico,  *«.  IM» 


K(KBikL>T,  Earl  of  (S«cr*t*r7  of  SUto 
for  India) 
Caaal   BoaU  Act  (IST7)  Aaandaml.  Coaiai. 

W.  4.  lUI 
!«•*  PaMM  OflcM— l>Mi(*a  for  Ika  .taw  A4- 

Mtrall^  aad  War  l>ae».  1737 
Private    Bill*  —  KaiUay*  —  .Va«   Ataadiaf 

Ordar.  Raa.  I« 
PreaaeatMa  o(  OCxteaa.  SR.  I7>l 
RoproMoUlioo  •!  Ik*   PaofU  Bill  aad  Radio- 

Uibation.  1730 
Skanff  Coart  Uoaaaa  ;S«oUaad)  AaMsdaMal, 

SR   «.  S9T 


Kixo-n*aMAV,  Colonol    E.   R..    Dmiltm 
(Wafy 
Army  ( Aatiliary  F«r«««-  — .  Mit'iia  tiaartar- 
■aatera— IUtiri»»ala.  ••• 
Ordaaaco  l>»p«tta»»at  — Ceiaa»l  MpatnaCa 
(jaa  I'amaf*.  aSS 

Arair  KMimtlw  — Katirad  AllovaMaa.  Ac.  la 

itmtrrt  af  Miliiia.  Tooaaaarr.  aad  Valaataar 

Farva*.  7<S 

Brwtal  CgcyorBiioa  I  Dock*  Parakaw  .SR.  »i» 

C«ala(ioat    Ihacaaaa  lAaiaa!*)    Aou— CaUlo 

Importauoa  fr»a  traUad.  MS.  M« 
Iralaad— Haaatiaaa 

CnB*  aad  «>atn|o— AlUak  a*  tha  Raai- 

drat  Mafidnla.  Co  Hlifo.  SSI 
Lav>ad  Jaattca— TTrMM  A««aaa— "Qaaaa 

r.  Kullr."  IMS 
rrrcratuM    of  Cnm*  Act.    IMS— Patrtak 
Farrj.   Coaipcaaaiioa  Maaay,  IS«5 
Iniaad— Iruk    t.a»l    C«ia»»a»i—  iSak-Caai- 
miMoacrt.  -  'tl'W    l.«ala  of  UraacrM. 
Co    Armafb.  Mt 
Mr.  i.  U.  Wav.  MS 


Kt«-i-II*B«4«.  Cnlnwal  R    R. 

IraUnd-Paat   OOao— fMirary  af  LaMara  at 
tlalkar.  Co.  Daklia.  SU.  SIS 
Gaaorat  Poat  Oflaa.  PaMto— Paaata  ■■>» 
riaora,   «.tS:— Staf    of  Ika   liairtaf/'a 
0«M.  S«3 
PaHiaa«al— PaMw    Btlto— Uaprtalad    BUIa, 

l«IS 

Parliamcel— Ranaoaa  of  Iko   lla«M  — Oa«> 

•lUoa   af  jtapfly-Uaadiac    Ordar  dtta, 

Roa.  I37« 

Soffif— C««iaiaata<Mr«  of  Haliaaal  IffaaaMw 

ta  Iraiaad.  I4SS.  IftSt.  IM«.  IMS.  IMC 

CoaiauaMaoara  tt  Poiiao,  Aa.  af  IMUte. 

I3M 
roatukalarr  Faraa  ia  Iraland.  ISM 
CHai<a«l  PraiMaUaaa.  *a.  la  Iraiaad.  MS. 

•M.  M7.  9M.  BSS 
Iriak     l^ad     Coaiatlaaaa.      ISM.    IMS: 
AoModl.  ISSS.  IS»t.  ISM 

Kixa«corK.  Colooal  B.  N.  F.,  Ohutttttr- 
tktr*,  W. 
Aray— Voiaatarj  RatiraaMat.  «M 

Laboc  -OBRI,  Mr.  n..  y*rth*mpt0U 

Ckarck  orKii(Ua4-Kotliak  Ckoraku  VtaaM. 

M«  ' 
E|yyt— Qaaatiaaa 

Colloctioa  ol  Tasca— Cia  of  TaHaro,  Ml 
Eraau  la  tka  Soadaa— CtaadiUM  tm  Ik* 
Roller  of  t;oMral   (iordoa  —  Tola  •( 
Cradil.  3)1 
Vadir  Uaaana  WaaiC  1141 
Fac*i(«    <>aa»— KraatMC  RofalaUaaa  a«  Um 

Coauaoal.  SSI 
Law  aad  JaMico— Ciraait  Cipaaaaa  af  Jadgat. 

IIM 
U«  aad    I'olico     (Matfopol*)— "r-    *•    U. 

Sailkt  Watek.  ItM 
Pariiaawet— Homo  af  tarda  aad  Rofnaiala- 
IMM  of  Iko  PMifia  Hill.  1173 
•■  RraiactM     Parfcctod    Tf1»  •  Wrilani," 
II7S 
ParliaaMat— Ba«<w«    af   Iko   lloaaa— CoaM 
aittta*  of    ita^f— Alaaitaf  Ordar   ISJa, 
Roa.  1370 
Paktic  lUt'tk— l'rt*r  aad  l»»arTkaaaaa.Slt 
Sap^'j— <'on«olar  ^iiriaia.  It»4 

rtiaiiaal  PraMcaiiaaa.  Ao   la  Iraiaad.  Mf 
KakaaMM    aad    Miiaat    Akraad.    IMS, 

;i«S«.  I«M.  lOM.  IMI 
(ioMcal  Vaiaattoa.  *«  of  ir>Uad.  SIS.  tU 
I'akiic  ProMiator'i  odbo.  STS 
PaMw  Workt  la  Irolaad,  l»7.  IM 
RWicf  af  »i»a«T«J  fl»r«aa-Ya«o  af  CkadM, 

l.v*4.  |T«t.  I7*S 
llaf>caaaaa'Ma  aad  lUdrod  Alliaaaaaa  la 
IVraoM  iaroMvtf  ICar**|*^  '•  *^  PaMl* 
••rvw*.  It7« 
Sapmaa  Coart  tt  Jadiaataro.  SM.  >T* 


atwaat,  aad  Art— Xauoaat  Piar> 


LkMtvoTuv.  Lard 
Ularataro. 

trail  ii»lU*T.  «3t 
.\*«  I'akiw  i»»a»»— IWanaa  far  Ika  S^m  A4> 

•irs'if  aad  W*r  i>Aaa.  I7M 
lUprtwataiwa  of  Iko  Paofio  ikll  aad  Raiia> 

UlkOIMO.  I7M 

Baaa  Caaal.  •» 
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LAW 


(INDEX} 
a9i. 


LAW 


LBF 


Zand  Law  (Irehni)  Aet,  1881 
Clauie  19 — Loans  for  Labourer*'   Cottage*, 

Queitioni,  Colonel  Colthant ;  Aniwan,  Mr. 

tnteXyt.n  July  29,  853  :  Aug  1, 1353 
Fair  Benti  {Sir  Richard  Watlaee),  Question, 

Mr.  Gray ;  Answer,  The  Solioitor  General 

for  Ireland  Aug  4,  1554 

Zmd   Law  (Irelani)  Act,   1881— /r»»A 
Zand  Commi»*ion 
Land  Valuation — Countiti  Cavan  and  Leitrim, 
Qneition,   Mr.   Biggfar ;  Aosirer,   Mr.  Tre- 
Teljran  July  31,  1156 
Sale  of  aiebe    Land*,  Co.   Kerry,  Queetion, 
Mr.   Harrinfton ;    Answer,    Mr.  Trerelyan 
July  81,  1176 

iSufr-  CommUiioner* 
Olebe  Land*\of  Drumeree,  Co.  Arma^,  Qaes- 

tion.  Colonel   King-Harman  ;  Answer,  Hr. 

TreTeljran  July  39,   864;     Question,    Mr. 

Warton  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Trerelyan  July  31, 

1174 
Mr.  Jokn  It.  Weir,  Qnestions,  Colonel  Kiof  • 

Harman,  Mr.  Healj ;  Answers,  Mr.  Speaker, 

Mr.  Trerelyan  July  94,  303 
Lay  CommiMtioneri  at  Monaghan,   Question, 

Mr.  llealjr ;  Answer,  Mr.  Trerolyan  July  99, 

853 
SitHng  at  Tuttn,  Questions,  Viseoant  Criehton, 

Colonel    Nolan ;    Answers,  Mr.   Trevelyaa 

July  33,  35 

Law  AifD  JcsTios  (Enolahs  asd  Walks) 
(  Queetion*) 

Caie  of  Frank  Stoekmelt — Smtenee  on  a  ChVd, 
Question,  Mr.  Grantham  ;  Answer,  Sir  Wil- 
liam Hsroourt  July  31 ,  1 179 

Cireuit  Expenu*  of  Judgu,  Questions,  Mr. 
Rjlands,  .Mr.  Labouohere,  Mr.  llealy  ;  An- 
swers, The  Chanodllor  of  the  Exobequer 
July  31.  1160 

hie  of  Wight  Petty  Settiont,  Question,  Mr. 
Arnold  Merle;  :  Answer,  Sir  William  Uar- 
court  July  34,  339 

Lav  Ain>  Pouoe  (Enolaxd  and  Walks) 
( Question*) 
Armed   Burglar*,  Questions,  Sir    Frederiek 
Milner :    Answers,    Sir   William    Uaroourt 
July  it,  333  :  July  35,  503 

Uetropoli* 

Mr.  W.  a.  Smitk'*  Wateh.  Question,  Mr. 
Labouehere:  Answer,  Mr.  W.  H.  Smith 
July  31,  11S6 

The  Dynamite  Etplotion*  at  Weilmin*ler — 
CompenttUion,  Quvstion,  Mr.  W.  U.  Smith  ; 
Answer,  Sir  William  Uaroourt  July  31, 
1159 

The  Reform  DemoiutraUon,  Questions,  Mr. 
Guy  Dawns^,  Mr.  Warton,  Mr.  J.  Lowtber, 
Mr.  Tatton  Egerton,  Mr.  Jesse  CoUings, 
Mr.  Broadhurst.  Mr.  R.  N.  Fowler;  An- 
swers, Mr.  Shaw  Leferrp,  Mr.  Speaker,  Sir 
William  Harconrt  July  33,  43 ;  Questions, 
Mr.  Dixon- ILirtland,  .Mr.  Wnrton,  Viscount 
Folkestone  ;  Answrm,  Sir  William  Uaroourt 
Mr.  Fawerti,  The  .Marquess  of  llartinfton 
July  U.  3ij< :  Question,  Mr.  Tatton  Efer. 

C 


Law  and  Pouob  (England  and  WtUet)—oomi. 
ton  ;  Answer,  Sir  William  Hareonrt  ^nfy  38, 
495  ;  Question,  Mr.  J.  Lowtber;  Answer, 
The  Marquess  of  Uartington,  499  ;  Ques- 
tion, Observations,  Lord  Stratbeden  and 
Campbell ;  Reply,  The  Earl  of  Dalbousia ; 
short  debate  thereon  July  38,  633 

LiwaBiroB,  Mr.  Alderman  W.,  London 
Manioipal  Eleetions  (Corrupt  and  Illegal  Prae- 

tiees),  Consid.  el.  36,  473 
Supply — I'olioe  Courts  of  London  and  Sheer- 
ness,  394 

Lawson,  Sir  W.,  Carliile 
Egypt  (Events  in  the  Soudan) — Treaty  with 

Abyssinia.  670,  859 
Supply — Embassies  and  Missions  Abroad,  1588, 
1593,  1611,  1618,1614, 1615, 1616,1687, 
1688 
Lord  Adrooate's   Department,   Ao.    Con- 
neoted  witb.CrJmioal  Proeeedings  in  Soot- 
Uod,  547,  6S4 
Relief  of  Qeoeral  Gordon— Tot*  of  Credit, 
1770 

Lba,  Mr.  T.,  Donegal 
Supply— Irish  Land  Commission,  1354 

Lkaht,  Mr.  J.,  Kildar* 

Inland    Rerenue— Inoome     Tax — Asseammts 

under  Sehednle  D,  1180 
Ireland — Poor   Law — Dr.    Calaghaa,   Medieal 

Attendant,  Nenagh  Union  Dispensary,  899 

Lramy,  Mr.  E.,  Waterford 
Ireland  —Questions 

Contagious  Diseases  (AnimaUj|Acts — Cattle 

Inspector,  Kilmaoihomis  Union,  335 
Magistraey,  Co.  Watertord,  1166,  1167 
Peaoe  Preserration  Aet,  I88I— Polio*  Hut 

at  Rathgormac,  1049,  1354,  1855 
Post  OSce— Day    Mail   to   Cork,   836  ;— 
Mails   between   Dublin  and   Cork,   500, 
1171,  1173 
Supply — Constabulary  Force  in  Ireland,  1473 

Lkfiybk,  Bight  Hon.  O.  J.  Shaw  (Chief 
Commissioner  of  Works  and  Deputy 
Chairman),  Reading 
Literature,    Science,   and  Art  —  The    Royal 

Academy,  857 
Metropolis— Law   and    Police— The    Reform 

Demonstration,  43,  43,  44 
New  Poblio  Offloes— Admiralty  and  War  Otke, 

1575 
Palace  of  Westminster— House  of  Common* — 
Telegraphic  Newi-recording    Instrument 
for  the  Use  of  Members,  317 
Westminster  llall  (West  Front),  308, 1167, 
1168,  1578 
Parliament  —  "  Remington    Perfeetod    Type- 
Writers,"  1173 
Seoiland— Museum  of  Seienoeand  Art,  Edik- 

burgb.  329 
Supply — Commis«ioners  of  National  EdD«*tioB, 
Ireland,  1840 
National  Gallery,  1428 
WoUington  Slata*,  i8T« 
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Lbiohton,  Mr.  S.,  Skropihirt,  N, 
Krmj — LoM-of  Life  in  Egypt,  3S8 
Egypt  (Events  id  tha  Soudan) — Trmtj  with 
Abyssinia,  660,  (161 

Idcensing  Act  (1872)  Amendment  Bill 

{Th*  Earl  of  Rofbtry) 
I.  Royal  Assent  JiUy  28    [47  *  48  Viet.  o.  30] 

Literature,  Science,  and  Art 
National  Portrait  OalUry,  Question,  ObserTa- 

tions,  Lord  Forbes,  Lord  Lamington ;  Replies, 

Lord  Thnrlow  July  29,  838 
The  Royal  Academy,  Question,   Sir  Robert 

Peel  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Shaw  LefeTre  July  29, 

897  i  Question,  Sir  Robert  Peel ;  Answer, 

Mr.  Oladstooo,  871 
The  Reliquary  of  St.  Laehteen,  Question,  Mr. 

Dawson  ;   Answer,  The  Chanoellor   of  the 

Exchequer  July  31,  1169 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Orders  (Labourers  Act)  (Ho.  2)  Bill 

(The  Lord  Preiident) 
I,  Committee*  July  33  (No.  138) 

Report  •  July  24 
Read  8*  "  July  26 

Local  Oovemment  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Order  (Labonrers  Act)  (No.  7)  Bill 

{The  Lord  Pretideut) 
I.  Royal  Assent  July  28  [47  A  48  Viet.  e.  oHt] 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Orders  (Labourers  Act)  (Ho.  8)  Bill 

(Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland,  Mr. 
Trecelyan) 
e.  Report  • ;  read  3»  July  26  [Bill  283] 

/.  Read  1*»  (Lord  Pretident)  July  28  (No.  217) 
Read  2**  Augi 
Committee  *  ;  Report  Aug  5 

Local  Oovemment  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Orders  (Labourers  Act)(Enniscortiiy, 

&C.)  Bill  [hi-]        (The  Lord  Monton) 
I.  Royal  Assent  July  28  [47  &  48  Yict.e.  oWi] 

Local  Oovemment   Provisional  Orders 

(No.  2)  Bill      (The  Lord  Oarrington) 

I.  Read  3**  Jtdy  23  (No.  183) 

Royal  Assent  July  23  [47  &  48  Viet.  c.  oItUI] 

Local  Oovemment   Provisional   Orders 

(No.  4)  Bill       (The Lord  (Mrrinyten) 
t.  Committee  *  July  23  (No.  163) 

Report  *  July  24 
ReadS**yN/y25 

Local   Oovemment  Provisional   Orders 

(No.  5)    Bill    (The  Lord  Carrington) 
I  Committee  *  ;  Report  JtUy  30        (No.  183) 
Read8>*/«V28 


Local  (Government   Provisional   Ordars 

(No.  6)  Bill      (The  Lord  Carrington) 
I.  Read  2*  •  July  23  (No.  180) 

Committee  *  July  34 
Report  ■  July  36 
Read  8*,*  July  38 

Local  Government   Provisional   Orders 

(No.  7)  BUI     (The  Lord  Carrington) 
I.  Committee  •  July  33  (No.  164) 

Report  ■  July  34 
Read3'*yu/y  36 

Local  Government   Provisional  Orders 

(No.  8)  Bill     (The  Lord  Carrington) 
I.  Committee  ■  July  33  (No.  166) 

Report  •  July  34 
Read  8*  *  July  36 

Local  Government    Provisional    Order 
(Salt  Works)  BiU 

(The  Lord  Carrington) 
I.  Royal  Assent  July  38  [47  A  48  Vict. «.  oItU] 

London,  Bishop  of 

Church  of  England — Benefloe  of  St.   Olare, 
■    Jewry,  1660 

Lonofobd,  Earl  of 

Army  —  Pay,  Promotion,  and  Non-EfbotWt 
Pay— The  Rerised  Royal  Warrant,  30 

Army  (OGBcers)— Voluntary  Retirement — New 
Warrant,  Motion  for  an  Address,  620 

Landed  Estates  (Ireland),  Motion  for  a  Re- 
turn, 622 

Law  and  Police  (Metropolis) — Reform  De. 
monstration,  626 

Municipal  Eleotions  (Corrupt  and  Illegal 
Practices),  2  R.  1146 

Poor  Law  Guardians  (IreUnd),  3R.  Amendt. 
386 

Prosecution  of  Offenoes,  3R.  1731 

Publio  Health — Drainage  of  London,  1735 

Lothian,  Marqaess  of 

Law  and  Police  (Metropolis)^Reform  Demon- 
stration,  635 

Parliament — Palace  of  Westminster — West- 
minster Hall,  628 

Sheriff  Conrt  Houses  (Seotland)  Amendment, 
2R.6 

Lower    Thame*    Vathjf    Main    Sewerage 
Board 
Questions,  Mr.  Barrao,  Viscount  Folkestone  ; 
Answers,  Sir  Charles  W.  Dillie  July  24.  333 

LovTHSK,  Bight  Hon.  J.,  Lifuohukire, 
N. 
Law  and  Police  (Metropolis) — Reform  Demon- 
stration, 43,  43,  46,  46,  490 
Supply— Relief  of  General  Oordon— Vote  of 
Crwlit,  1687 


LOW 
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LoirTHSB,  Mr.  J.  W.,  Rutland 

Sopply— Supreme  Coart  of  Jndioatnre,  367 

LvBBOOK,  Sir  J.,  London  Univortity 
Parliament— Palace   of    Weetminater— Waet- 
mintter  Hall — Britiib  Moseum,  SIS 

Lunaey  Zawi 

Foreign  CottnlrUt,  Qoeation,  Sir  Henry  Hol- 
land i    Answer,  Lord   Edmond  FiUmauriea 
July  81,  n«6 
"  Wtldon  V.  Semfit,"  Qaeitioni,  Mr.  M0II07  ; 
Aniwert,  Mr.  Oladitone  July  39,  878 

Ltkch,  Mr.  N.,  Sligo  Co. 

Soppljr  —  Embaniei   and    Minioai   Abroad, 
1668 

Ltorb,  Dr.  B.  D.,  Dublin 

Army    (Auxiliary    For«et)^MUitia    Qaarter. 
masters— Retired  Pay,  13S8 

MoAsTHTTB,  Mr.  A.,  Leietsttr 

Madagascar.— Naval  Operations  of  Franoo^ 
Protection  to  British  Commerce,  ISM 

M'Oabtht,  Mr.  J.,  Longford 

Army — Military  Barracks  at  Longford — Resi< 

denoe  for  the  Medical  Offloer,  333 
Egypt— Mr.  Blnnt,  6A7 
India— Salt  Tax,  336 
India  (Madras) — Questions 

Personal  Staff   of  the   Governor— Poetal 

Facilities,  1356 
Post  OOoe,  637 
Settlement  of  Taxation,  637 
Ireland — Koyal  Irish  ConstabnUry — Constable 

Bernard  King,  1373 
Parliament — Supply — Business  of  the  Uonee, 

1533 
Parliament — Business  of  the'  House — Commit- 
tee of  Supply— Standing  Order,  |486a.  Res. 
1373 
Supply — Commissioner*  of  National  Education 
in  Ireland,  1803 
Constabulary  Foroe  in  Ireland,  1455 
Criminal  Prosecutions,  Ae.  in  Ireland,  945 
Embassies    and    Missions    Abroad,    1659, 

1661, 16C3 
Police  in  Counties  and  Boroughs  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales,  Ao.  438 

M'Cabtiiy,  Mr.  J.  Hontly,  Atklotu  Bo. 
E(ypt  (Events  in    the  Soudan)- Railway  at 

Suakin,  13C5 
Ireland — National  School  Teachers,  Re*.  1377 
Supply— CommiKsioners  of  National  Eduoation 
in  Ireland,  1796,  1801,  1838 
Constabulary  Force  in  Ireland,  1 464 
Criminal  Prosecutions,  Ac.  in  Ireland,  947 

M'CoAif,  Mr.  J.  C,  Wicklow 
Abyuinia— The  Treaty,  340 
^S7Pt  (Finance,  Ac.)— Arrears  of  Taxes,  653 
Ireland — I'oor  l.aw — Election  of  Guardians — 
lialtinglass  Union,  1566 
apply— Embasaiea  and  Missions  Abroad,  1619, 
16i«,   1637,    1631  :    Amendt.    1670,   1676, 
1683 


MAOFABLAira,  Mr.  D.  H.,  Omrhw  Co. 

Asia  (Central) — Rueaian  Advaaoe,  535 
Employer*'  Liability  Act — Mining  AeoideBta, 

819 
Hnll.  Bamsley,  and  West   Riding   Juoetion 

RMlway  and  Dock  (Money),   Coueid.   SR. 

1047 
Inland  ReTenne — Carriage  Tax,  Re*.  530 
Seotland— Po*t  OOee— Postal    Facilitiea   U 

Lewis,  860 
Sopply— Supreme  Court  of  Jodieatnre,  S60 

MoKEHirA,  Sir  J.  N.,  Touahal 
Magistrates  (Ireland)  Salaries,  676 
Parliament— Business  of  the  House— Commit- 
tee of  Supply— Standing  Order  436a,  Res. 
1374 
Supply — Criminal  ProMontioni,  A«.  in  Ireland, 
1196 
Embawie*    and    Mi**ions    Abroad,'  1606, 
1666 

Maokiiitobh,  Mr.  0.  FaASXs-,  Invomou, 

Supply — Courts  of  Law  and  Jnatio*  in  Seot- 
land, Ae.  656,  558 

General  Regieter  Qoose,  Edinborgfa,  568  ; 
Amendt.  580 

Lord  Advocate's  Department,A«.  Connected 
with  Criminal  Proceedings  in  Sootlaod, 
547,  548 

Report,  191 

MoLakxit,  Mr.  C.  B.  B.,  Stafford 
Burgh  Police  and   Health  (Scotland),  Comm. 
979  ;  Motion  for  reporting  Progress,  1013 

Macliykb,  Mr.  P.  S.,  Plymouth 
Navy— Naval  CourU^Martial,  1363 

MacscAHOir,  Mr.  £.,  Limoriek  City 
Supply — Constabnlary  Foroe  in  Ireland,  1461 

M»daga*ear — Nar»l  Operationt  of  Franco 
— Proltetion  to  British  Compureo 
Question,  Mr.  Alexander  M'Arthur ;  Answer, 
Lord  Edmond  Fitsmaarioe  Atig  1,  1355 

Xagiitratea  dreland)  Salaries  Bill 

{Mr.  Courlfuy,  Mr.  Trtrtlyan) 
e.  3R.   deferred,   after    ahorti  debate    Jtiy    33, 
191  [Bill  393] 

3R.  deferred,  after  short  debate  July  35,  596 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  3*" 
July  28,  791  ;  sfUr  debate,  MoTe<l,  "  That 
the  Debate  be  no*  adjourned  "  ( Jfr.  8mM)  ; 
Question  put  ;  A.  II,  N.  38  ;  M.  >7 
(U.  L.  191) 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  tb*  Bill  be 
now  read  2*,"  831 

Amendt.  to  leave  out  from  "  That,"  add  "  at  this 
period  of  the  Session  this  House  is  not  pre- 
pared to  proceed  with  a  Bill  of  such  impor- 
tance ir.volving  grave  considerations  of  Irish 
policy  "  {Mr.  Dtaiy)  r. :  Question  propoecd, 
"  That  the  worda.  Ac. :"  after  short  debate. 
Motion  withdrawn 

[CMSt. 
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MafittnUl  ( haamt)  SaUHtt  Bill    l»M.  f 

Mo««d.  "  Thai  lb*  IVbat*  b*  bow  nijtmrmi  '' 
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Poor  Law — Election  of  Goardians — Carlow 
Union.  1 161 ; — Edenderry  Union.  King's 
Co.  301.303,303 
Post    OCBoe- Mails   between    Dublin   and 
Cork,  600 
Ireland— National  Sobool  Teaobers,  Res.  1803, 

1391,  1108 
Metro|>oUt— Sute  of  the  Streets  at  Night,  333 
Military  Pensions  and  Yeomanry  Pay,  Leare, 

108 
Parliament — Public  Business— Irish  Bills  in 
the  House  of  Lords,  006 
Supply— Business  of  the  House,  1631.  1633. 
1633,  1638 
Parliament — Business    of   the    Uoose — Com- 
mittee of  Supply — Standing    Order   136a, 
Res.  1371 
Supply- Commissioners  of  Kduoation  in  Ire- 
land for  Endowed  Sohools,  1891 
Commissioners   of   National  Education    in 
Ireland,  1811 :  Amende.  1823,  1866,  1861, 
1803,  1801, 1800 
Constabolary  Force  in  Ireland,  1618 
Courts  of  Law  and  Jnstieo   in   Scotland, 

600,  607 
Criminal    Prosecutions,    Ac.   in    Ireland, 

Amendt.  003 
General  Valuation,  to.  of  Ireland,  219,  361 
Irish  Land  Commission,  1300,  1803 
Law  Chargee,  371 

Miscellaoeons  Charitable  and  other  Allow- 
ances in  Ireland,  1888 
HisoelUneous  Expenses,  1800 
National  Gallery,  USO 
Pauper  Lunatics,  Ireland,  1886 
Pabllo  Works  in  IrsUad,  17S,   178,   170, 
181,  183,  100 

ICMll. 


O'Oonton.  Ur.  A.— <«nl. 

Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools  io  Ire- 
land.   Motion    for    reporting   Progr— , 
1336. 1130 
Registrar  General's  Offloe,  Ireland.  308 
Superannuation  and  Retired  Allowances  to 
Persons  formerly  Employed  in  the  Pablie 
°  Senrioe,  Ac.  1870,  1871,  1878 
Supreme  Court  of  Judicature,  863,  870,JS71 
Teachers'  Pension  Office,  Ireland,  1800 

O'CoiraroB,  Mr,  T.  P.,  Oalway 
Ireland — Questions 

Emigration— The  Tnke  Emigration  Fand, 

060 
Poor  Law  Guardians,  603 
Poet  Offloe— Galway  Mails,  HIT,  1178  ;— 
Letter  Carriers — Portnmna  Letter  Car- 
rier, 1173 

Parliament — Supply— Business  of  the  House, 

1687 
Sapply— Commissioners  of   National    Educa- 
tion in  Ireland,  1817.  1860 
Consubulary  Foroe  in  Ireland.  1613, 1611 
Criminal  Prosecutions.  4e.  in  Ireland,  898, 

1108 
General  Valuation,  Ac.  in  Ireland,  930,  310, 

311 
Local  Goremment  Board,  A«.  in  Irelaad, 

60,  61 ,  63,  63,  67,  68.  70,  80,  81 
National  Gallery,  1137 
Public  Works  in  Ireland,  168 
Record  Offloe,  Ireland,  300,  301 
Registrar  General's  Offloe,  Ireland,  300 

O'DoNNELL,  Mr.  F.  H.,  Dungartan 
Italy — Confiscation  of  the   Propaganda    Pro- 
perty, 1183 
Rome— Endowments   of  the   Propaganda, 
1683 
Ijtw  and  Police— County  of  Waterford,  660 
National  School  Teachers  (Ireland),  Kes.  1403 
Parliament — Publio  Business — Irish    Bills   in 

the  Moose  of  LonU,  001 
Supply — Constabulary  Force  in  Ireland,  1616 
Embassies    and    Missions    Abroad,    1016, 
1610:  Amendt.  1031,  1003,  1067 
West  India  Islands — Conduct  of  a  Colonial  Offl- 
cUI,  1170 

O'GoRMAK  Maiiu.\.  The,  CUur» 
^  Magistrates  (Ireland)  Salaries,  3R.  833 

Onslow,  Mr.  D.  R.,  Guildford 

Asia   (C*ntral)^I)i-limiUiion    of  the  Afghan 

Frontier,  OS-J,  03a,  167",  1678,  1887 
Metropolis— Sute  of   the   Streets  at    .Night, 
333 

Obakmork  and  Bbownb,  Lord 

•  beritr  Court  Houses  (Scotland)  Amoodment, 
3R.  3,  6 


O'SuEA,  Mr.  W.  U..  CUr* 
Sapfily — Constabulary  Force  in  Irvland,  1171 
Consular  Serrieee,  1008 
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0'8ui.LrvAw,  Mr.W.  H.,  Limtrick  Co. 

Irtlind— Queitioni 

Eviction*— BkroDjr  of  Cutlra,  Co,   Lima- 

riok,  (143 
Poor  Law — Eleolion  of  Gunrdintii,  Newry 
Union — Illegal    Aotion    of    llcturning 
Officer,  £30 
Priioni— I^ate  Governor  of  Limerick  Priion 
— Superannuation,  335 
Supplj — CoDitabalar;  Korce  in  Ireland,  14S8 

I  Otwat,  Sir  A.  J.  (CHiainnan  of  Com- 
mittees of  Ways  and   Means  and 
Deputy  Speaker),  &oehe»ter 
Krmj    Estimatea— Chelica    and    Kilmainham 
IloapitaU,  753 
Rewards  for  Diitinguished   Services,  TiS, 

746 
War  Office.  732.  733 
Infnnte,  Coram,  ct.  4.  COO 
Mavjr  KtliuiatfS— Jliioellaneoni  Servioea,  734, 

780 
Public  Worka  Loans.  Comtn.  el.  3.  498 
SuppI; — Comm.  876 

Cornmistionars  of  National    Edacalion  in 

Jreland.  1833 
Consular  Services,  1694 
Court  of  Bankruplcx,  Ireland.  1310 
Criminal  Prosecutions,  Ac.  in  Ireland,  940. 

056,  9fi8.  B78,  1301 
Embassies    and    Missions   Abroad,    1016, 

1601 
Oeneral  Valuation,  Ac.  in  Ireland,  318 
Irish    l.and  Commission.  1384,  138fi.  1394. 

1386.1308 
Local  Uovernment  Board,  Ao,  in  Ireland, 

«7.  66.80.  144 
Miscellaneous  Expenses,  1890 
N.-itional  Gallery,  1424 
Itedemption   of  Consolidated   Fund  Allow. 

ancos,  1890 
Keformatorj  and  Industrial  Schools  in  Ire- 
land, U33 
Rcgislralion  of  Deeds  in  Ireland,  878 
Superannuation  and  Retired  Allowances  to 
I'enons  formorl;  Emplojed  in  tlie  Public 
Service.  Ac.  1877 
Supreme    Court  of   Judicature  [Amendment, 
Comm,  add.  cl.  1435 

Overhead  Telegraph  Wiree — Legulaiion 
Question,  Sir  Alexander  Gordon  ;  Answer,  Mr. 
George  Russell  July  33,  40  ;  Quei>tion,  Sir 
Ucriry  Tjrler  ;  Answer,  ilr.  George   Russell 
July  24,  318 

Oyster  Cultivation  (Ireland)  Bill 

( The  Lord  PrftidenI) 
I.  Read  V.  after  abort  debate  July  S3, 7  ( No,  197) 
Committee  *  ;  Report  July  34 
Read  3'  •  July  38 

I^^Paobt,  Mr.  R.  H.,  SomerieUkire,  Mid 
^H     Contagions   Diseases  (Animals)— Swine  Fever 
^H         —Circles  of  Isolation,  31 

^Palmkb,  Mr.  0.  M.,  Durham,  N. 
[  Ship  Brokerage  (Kraooe),  SSI 


parliament 

LORDS- 

Pvblie  Bunnell — Bunjh  Poliet  and  HtaUh 
(Scotland)  Bill,  Question,  Olisermtions,  Lord 
Balfour :  Reply.  The  Enrl  of  Dalhouaie 
July  28.  013 

Piilace  of  H'fatmiuiifr—  Weitminiler  Ifall, 
Question,  Observations,  Lord  Norton,  The 
Marquess  of  Lothian ;  Ropljr,  Lord  Sudeloy 
July  28,  636 

Private  Billi — Amendmenti  to  Slondini)  Orderi 
Moved.  "  That  the  Standing  Orders  relating 
to  Private  Bills  bo  amended — (1.)  All  Bills 
(not  being  Estate  Bills)  seeking  power,  with 
relcrence  to  certain  subjcols  (which  arc  set 
out  at  length),  are  in  their  Orders  termed 
Lockl  Billi),  and  arc  divided  into  two  classes, 
according  to  the  subjects  to  which  they 
respectively  relate.  (2.)  Notices  in  reference 
to  Street  Tramways  Bills  :  Subway  Bills  ; 
diversions  of  water — deposit  of  mnps,  plans, 
and  diagrams ;  deposit  of  Bills  precedent  to 
applications  ;  estimates  ;  proofs  of  consent  ; 
restrictions  as  to  mortgage  [and  other  par- 
ticulars]  "  {TUe  Earl  0/  BedeidaU)  July  30, 
836  :  alter  short  debate,  Motion  agreed  to 
Moved,  "  That  the  Standing  Orders  in  rela- 
tion to  Labouring  Class  Dwellings  be 
amended,  and  New  Orders  added  "  (  The  ifar- 
quell  of  Saliibiiry) ;  Motion  agreed  to  (No. 
234) 

Private  Billi  {Railmayt) — Kea>  Standing  Order 

Moved  to  resolve,  "  That  where  a  Chamber  of 
Commerce  or  Agriculture,  or  other  similar 
body  sufficiently  roproMinling  a  particular 
trade  or  bosinesii.  in  any  district  to  which 
any  Railway  Bill  relates,  petition  against 
the  Bill,  alleging  that  such  trade  or  business 
will  be  injuriously  affected  by  the  rates  and 
fAres  proposed  to  bo  authorised  by  the  Bill, 
or  is  injuriously  alfected  by  the  rates  and 
&res  already  authorised  by  Acts  relating  to 
the  railway  undertaking,  it  shall  be  competent 
for  the  Select  Committee  to  whom  the  Bill 
is  referred,  if  they  think  fit,  to  hear  the 
petitioners  or  their  counsel  or  agents  and 
witnesses  on  such  allegation  against  the  Bill, 
or  any  part  thereof,  or  against  the  rates  and 
fares  authorised  by  the  said  Acts,  or  any  of 
them  "  (  The  Lord  Benniker)  July  23,  8 

After  short  debate,  Amondt.  To  leave  out 
("  or  is  injuriously  affected  by  the  rates  and 
lares  already  authorised  by  Acts  relating  to 
the  railway  undertaking "  ( The  Lord  If'in- 
viarleiyh) ;  after  further  short  debate,  on 
Question  ?  agreed  to 

Then  it  was  moved  to  leave  out  ("  authorised 
by  the  said  Acts,  or  any  of  them  ")  and  add 
at  end  (*■  proposed  to  be  authorised  by  the 
same  ") :  agreed  to 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resolution  be  deolarcd 
a  SUnding  OHer  (No.  307) 

Standing  Orderi — Labouring  Clan  Dwelling! 
Moved,    "  That   the    proposed    Amenilts.    to 
the  IXouse  of  Lords  Standing  Orders  on  La- 
bouring Class  Dwellings  be  printed  "(TAe 
3d<tr<{ueii  of  Saliiiury)  July  24.  278 
After  short  debate,  Motion  agrectl  to 
Ordered,    That   the   said  Amendts.   lo    taken 
into  oousideration  on  Tuesday  next 
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PABtiAMHT — e«nt. 
COMMONS— 

Commiitet  of  Publie  Aceountt—Tke  Sttr«t 
Service  Fund,  (^estioDi,  Mr.  Orm^ ;  An- 
■wen,  Mr.  Trareljao,  Sir  William  ilarooart, 
Mr.  Coartnejr,  Lord  Riobard  Groirenor 
July  28,  SSe 
PtibUe   BiUt—Unprinted  Bill*,  ObMrTationi, 

Mr.  Warton  Aug  I,  UI3 
TTte  Bouse  of  Lorde  and  the  Bepresentatum 
of  the  People  Bin,  Notioa  of  Resolution,  Mr. 
Willii ;  Qneition,  Mr.  Newdegato  ;  Answer, 
Ur.  Gladstone  July  38,  STO  ;  Question,  Mr. 
Laboaobere ;  Answer,  Mr.  Gladstone  July  99, 

sn 

B  OSINESS  OF  TBB  BO  OSE  A  ND  PUBLIC 
BVSINBS3 
Royal  Court*  of  Juttice  Bill,  Qaestion,  Mr. 
Wbitlejr ;  Answer,  Mr.  Courtney  July  32, 
46  :  —  Attendanee  of  Uiniitert,  Qaestioa, 
Lord  Enstaee  Cecil ;  Answer,  Mr.  Conrtnej 
July  35,  493  ;— Procedure— Soute  of  Lorde 
Billt,  Obserrations,  Mr.  Warton  ;  Reply,  Mr. 
Gladstone  Julv  35,  533  i—Irith  Billt  in  the 
Boute  of  Lords,  Questions,  Mr.  Pamell,  Mr. 
O'Donnell ;  Answers,  Mr.  Gladstone  July  38, 
ttiS  ;— Proffres*  of  Publie  Business,  Qnes- 
tion.  Lord  Randolph  Ohnrahill ;  Answer,  Mr. 
Gladstone  July  39,  874  -.—  Bwr^h  Police  and 
Be(Uth  {Scotland)  Bill,  Question,  General  Sir 
George  Balfour;  Answer,  The  Lord  Advoeate 
July3\,U8S 

PiJUOS   or    WlSTMIIMTtl 

Bouse  of  Commons — TeUgrapkie  yews-record- 
ing Instrument  for  Use  of  Metiers,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Graj  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Shaw  Leferre 
JWy  34,  317 

Westminsler  Hall,  Questions,  Sir  George 
Campbell,  Mr.  Carendisb  Beotinok,  Mr. 
Mitohell  Ueorjr:  Answers,  Mr.  Gladstone, 
Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre  Aug  4,  1678;— TA« 
British  Museum,  Question,  Mr.  Newiam- 
Nicboison ;  Answer,  Sir  John  Lubboek 
Jtdy  24,  315 

Ifestminster  Bain  West  Front),  Questions,  Sir 
George  Campbell,  Mr.  Diok-Feddie;  An- 
swers, Mr.  Shaw  Leierre  ^itly  34,  307  ; 
Questions,  Mr.  Diek-i'cddie;  Answsrs,  Mr. 
Shaw  LefSTre  July  31,  lie?;— 5if«  of  the 
Old  Law  Courts,  Question,  Sir  George 
Campbell  ;!Answer,  Mr.  Gladstone  Auf  1, 
1387 

Viitr^utionof  the  Statutes  to  Members,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Tomlinson  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Courtney 
July  31,  1171 

Parliamentary  EUetions — Tht  New  Register, 
Qneetion,  Sir  Edward  Watkin  ;  Answer,  Mr. 
Hibbert  .iiM  5,  1750 

"Remington  Perfected  Type-Writers,"  Quee- 
tion,  Mr.  Labbuehere;  Answer,  Mr.  Shaw 
Uierre  yu/y  SI,  1173 

Parliament — Business  »/th»  Bout* — Cmn- 

mittee  of   Supply — Standing    Order 

426a 

Postponement    of    Motion,    Mr.    Gladstone; 

Questions,   Lord    Randolph  Churebill  ;  An- 

•<rcrs,  Mr.  Gladstone  7«/y  31,  I1S8 

[eont. 


ParHawtent— Business  of  the  Bouse— CommiUtt 
of  Supply — Standing  Order  iiHa — eont. 
Morod,  "  That,  for  the  remainder  of  the  $••■ 
sion,  the  Standing  Order  of  the  37th  of 
Morember,  1883,  reUting  to  Notieeeon  going 
into  Committee  of  Supply  on  Monday  ana 
Thursday,  be  extended  to  Satarday"  (Mr. 
Gladstone)  Aug  1,  1367  :  after  short  debate. 
Question  put;  A.  133,  N.  33;  M.  100 
(U.  L.  301) 

Parliament — Supply  —  Butinnt  tf  tkt 
HouM 

Mored,  "That  this  Ileose  will  immediately 
resoWe  itself  into  Committee  of  Supply " 
(Jfr.  Courtney)  Aug  3,  1630 

After  short  debate,  Amendt.  to  leare  onl 
"immediately,"  insert  "  upon  Monday  next " 
(fA>rd  Raniolph  ChurehiU)  v.;  Question 
proposed,  "  That '  immediately '  tie. ;  "  after 
further  short  debate,  Quest  oa  put,  and 
negalired 

Question,  "That  'upon  Monday  noxt'  Ae." 
put,  and  agreed  to 


Parliament — Standing  Orders 

Sunding  Order,  No.  I,  3nd  Class  read  Aug  1, 
13(0 

Amendt  to  insert  after  "  street " 

"  Subway,  to  be  used  for  the  eooTeyanee  of 
passengers,  animals,  or  goods,  in  earriagee, 
or  trucks,  drawn  or  propelled  on  rails  "  (Mr. 
Bolms) ;  Question  proponed,  "  That  those 
words  be  there  inserted  ;"  alter  short  debate, 
Question  put,  and  agreed  to 

Standing  Order  No.  0  read 

Amendt.  to  add, 

"  The  Notices  shall  also  slate  what  power  it  is 
intended  to  employ  for  moving  earriagrs  or 
trucks  upon  the  Tramway  "  {Mr.  Holms) ; 
Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be 
there  added  ;"  after  short  debate,  Question 
put,  and  agreed  to 

Remaining  Amendts.  Agreed  to 

Ordered,  That  tho  said.  Orders  be  SUnding 
Orders  of  this  House  ' 

Parliament  —  Palace     of    Westminster — 
Souse  of  Commons —  Ventilation  of  the 
House 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  in. 
quire  into  the  Ventilation  of  the  House  hare 
power  to   inqnire  as  to  the  noxious  smells 
which   occa>ionallr  pertaile  the  House,  and 
into  the  eauM    of  the  aame  (Jfr.    William 
Jlenry  Smith)  July  23 
Question,  .Mr.  TlioroM    Roger* ;  Answer,   Sir 
William  lUrcourt  July  28,  6C9  ;  tjuettion. 
Mr.  liorlase  ;  Antwor,  Sir  Charles  W.  Uiike 
July  SI,  1IS8 

Pahsell,  Mr.  C.  S.,  Cork  City 
Ireland — Questions 

Magiitrates  Salaries,  874,  875 

I'oor  Ijiw  Guardiann.  603 

I'lvreution    of    Crime    Act,   1882— lixtr* 

Police,  1304,  I9«5 
Koyal  Iriab  Cwstttulary  (Nantbnv),  870 

[«Mf. 
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Pariru,  Mr.  0.  S.—eont. 

Ireland — National  School  Teaohen,  Res.  1410 
Parliament — Publio  Buaineis — Iriih    Bills  in 

the  House  of  Lords,  663 
Supply  —  Constabulary    Force     in    Ireland, 
Amendt.   U7S,',I489,  1199,  ie03,  1517, 
1S18,  lfil9 
Criminal  Prosecutions,  &e.  in  Ireland,  019, 

933, 933 
Police  in  Counties  and  Boroughs  in   Eng- 
land and  Wales,  &o.  408,  411,  413 
Public  Works  in  Ireland,  178 
Superannuation  and  Retired  AUowanoes  to 
Persons  formerly  Employed  in  the  Publio 
SerTice,  dio.  1883,  1886 

P»ae«  Preservation  {Ireland)  Act,  1881  — 
Police    Hut    at     Bathgormaa,      Co. 
Waterford 
Questions,   .Mr.  Leamy  ;   Answers,  Mr.  Tre- 
velyan  July  30,  1049 ;  Aug  1, 1354 

Pkase,  Sir  J.  W.,  Durham,  8. 

West  Indies  (Jamaica)— Importation  of  Coolies, 
837 

Pkddie,  Mr.  J.  D10K-,  Kilmarnoeh,  S^e. 
Burgh  Polio*  and  Health  (Scotland),  Comm. 

1001 
Palace    of   Westminster — Westminster     Hall 

(West  Front),  808,  1167,  1168 
Scotland — Law  and  Justice — Island  of  Lewis 
— Conviction  for  Assault,  1661 
Post  0£Bae — Irregularities  in  South  Uist, 
1165 
Supply — Commissioners   of  National   Educa- 
tion, Ireland,  1868 
General  Register  House,  Edinburgh ,  573 
Lord    Advocate's    Department,  Ac.   Con- 
nected   with    Criminal    Proceedings   in 
Scotland,  549 
Registration  of  Deeds  in  Ireland,  1337 

FsEL,  Bight  Hon.  A.  W.  {tee  Sfeaedeb, 
The) 

Feel,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  B.,  Huntingdon 
Hull,    Barnsley,  and  West   Riding  Junction 
Railway  and   Dock   (Money),  Consid.  ,3R. 
1034 
Inland  Revenue — Carriage  Tax,  Res.  617 
Literature,    Science,    and    Art-^Tbe    Royal 

Academy,  857,  871 
Sues  Canal,  869 

Supply — Criminal  Prosecutions,  Ac.  in  Ireland, 
1205,  1316 
National  Gallery,  1433,  1433,  1434,  1437 
Switierland — Salvationists,  1175 
Wellington  Statue,  1570 

Pekct,  Lord  A.  M.  A.,  Wettminster 
Inland  Revenue — Carriage  Tas,  Res.  505 
Poor  Law  (Metropolis) — Poland  Street  Work- 
house—Mr.  Bliss,  1180 

PiOTOK,  Mr.  J.  A.,  Zeieeeter  Borough 
Chnroh  and  tbo  Colonies — Grenada,  1660 

VOL.   COXOI.  [XHIBD  8BB1K8.] 


Pier  and  Earbonr  Provinonal  Orders 
BiU  [HJ..] 

e.  Committee  *  (on  rt-eomm.) ;  Report  July  34 
Considered  ■  July  35  [Bill  359] 

Read  3°  '  July  39 

Platfaik,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  Lyon,  Edin- 
burgh and  St.  Andrew'*  Vnivertitiei 
Supply — Commissioners  of  National  Education 
in  IreUnd,  1804,  1836 

Poor  Law  Goardians  (Ireland)  Bill 

(The  lord  Pruident) 
I.  Moved,  "That   the  Bill    be    now  read  2*" 
July  34,  383 
Amendt.  to  leave   oat   ("now")  add  ("this 
day  three  months  ")  ( The  Earl  of  Longford) ; 
after    short    debate,    on     Question,     That 
("now,")  Ac?    Cont.   41,   Not-Cont.  110; 
M.  69 ;  resolved  in  the  negative  ;  Bill  to  be 
read  3*  this  day  three  months      (No.  301) 
Div.  List,  Cont.  and  Not-Cont.,  394 
e.  Questions,  Mr.  Parnell,  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor  ; 
Answers,  Mr.  Gladstone  July  35,  603 

Poor  Law  (Metropolii) — Poland     Street 
Workhoute — Mr.  £li*i 
Question,  Lord  Algernon  Percy ;  Answer,'Mr, 
Georgo  Russell  July  31, 1180 

Post  Office  {Questions) 

Newipaperi,  Question,  Mr.  Gray ;  Answer, 
Mr.  Fawcett  July  28,  663 

Overhead  Telegraph  Wiree — LefisUUioti,  Ques- 
tion, Sir  Alexander  Gordon ;  Answer,  Mr, 
George  Russell  July  33,  40  ;  Question,  Sir 
Henry  Tyler :  Answer,  Mr.  George  Russell 
July  24,  316 

The  Oalway  Maili,  Questions,  Mr.  T.  P. 
O'Connor,  Mr.  Sexton  ;  Answers,  Mr.  Faw> 
oett  yu/y  31, 1177 

The  Parcel  Poit—The  Eattem  Dittriet  of 
London,  Question,  Mr.  Ritcbio ;  Answer, 
Mr.  Fawcett  July  38,  631  ;— Sorters  and 
Letter  Carrieri,  Question,  Mr.  Harrington  ; 
Answer,  Mr.  Fawcett  July  31,  11 73 

The  Telephone  Companies,  Questions,  Mr. 
Jacob  Bright,  Mr.  Gray ;  Answers,  Mr. 
Fawcett  July  34,  336 

The  Telephone,  Question,  Mr.  Gray ;  Answer, 
Hr.  Gladstone  July  39,  868 

[See  title  Ireland— PeH  Ofiee] 

Post  Office  Protection  BiU 
Question,  Baron  Henry  De  Worms;  Answer, 
Mr.  Gladstone  Aug  1,  1367 

P0WI8,  Earl  of 

Army  (Officers) — Voluntary  Retirements- 
New  Warrant,  Motion  for  an  Address,  617 

Prevention  of  Crime  {Ireland)  Act,  1882 
Extra  PoKee,  Question,  Mr.  Paroell ;  Answer, 

Mr.  Trerelyan  Aug  1,  1364 
Extra   Police  at   Limerick,    Question,    Mr. 
Synan ;  Answer,  Mr.  Trevelyan  July  38, 653 
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Preventim  of  Crime  (httani)  Act,  1883— eont. 
Sactta  Ptlie*.  Co.  Tyrone,  Queation,  Viiooant 
Criobton;  Answer,  Mr.  Trereljan  July  36, 
«S3 
Patrick  Parry — Comptntalim  Money,  Qnet- 
tioni,  OoloDcl  King  -  Harman  ;  Antwert, 
The  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  Aug  4,  IMS 

Prisons  Bill 

( Jfr.  Bibbtrt,  Steretary  [Sir  William  Barcourt) 
t.  Oommittee  • ;  Report ;  read  8°  July  34  [Bill  393] 
I.  Read  1»  (£.  Dalhouiie)  Jvdy  8fi    (No.  313) 

Read  3*  ■  July  31 

Committee  *  ;  Report  Aug  1 

ReadS'^'^u^S 

Prisons  (Ireland)  (Cost  of  ConTOTanee  of 

Prisoners)  Bill     (The  Lord  Prt»U*Ht) 
I.  Committee' ;  Report  July  33        (No.  198) 
R«ad  3*  *  JtUy  34 
Rojal  AMent  July  38      [47  *  48  Viet.  e.  88] 

Proseeation  of  Ofbnces  Bill 

(Jfr.  Courtney,  Sterttary  Sir  William  Sartourt, 

Mr.  HiUurt) 
e.  Read  3*.  after  short  debate  July  35,  508 

Committee  • :  Report  July  38        [Bill  387] 

Considered  ■  ;  read  3«  July  39 
I.  Read  !••  IB.  Dalhmuie)  July  31  (No.  333') 

Read  3*,  after  short  debate  Jug  8,  1730 


Puhlia  Healtk 

Cholera— Ragi  from  Marltillee,  Questions,  Sir 

Frederick  Milner,  Mr.  Tatton  Efcrton,  Mr. 

Joseph    Cowen ;  Answers,   Sir   Charirs    W. 

Ditke  July  35,  504 
Drainage    of    London,    Obserrstions,    Lord 

Forbes;    Reply,    The    Earl    of   Dalhousie 

Aug  5, 1731 
Importation  of  Butterine  and  Oleomargarine, 

Qoestioo,  Mr.  Gnj  Dawoa;  ;  Answer,  Mr. 

DodsoD  July  32,  41 
The  Opper  and  Lower  Thamei,  Question,  Mr. 

Labouehere  ;  Answer,  Sir  Charles  W.  Dilke 

July  34,  318 
Condition  of  the    Thamee,   Qnestion,    Mr. 

Thorold  Rofters  ;  Answer,  Sir  William  liar. 

eourt  July  38,  663 

Vaecination 
Question,  Mr.  dopwood  ;  Answer,  Mr. George 

Russell  July  34,  306 
Alleged  Death  from   Vaceinatiim,  Question, 

Mr.  Hopwood  ;  Answer,  Mr.  George  Russell 

July  38,  654 
The  Detctbury  Ouardiani,  Question,  Mr.  Ilop> 

wood  ;  Answer,  Mr.  George  Russell  July  39, 

856 

[See  titles  MetropoKe —  Vauinationl 

PabUc  Health  Acta  Amendment  Bill 

{Mr.  JMUe,  Sir  Edmari  Seed,  Mr.  Arnold 
Morley) 
«.  Bill  withdrawn  •  July  30  [BUI  U»] 


Public  Health  (Ireland)  (Districts)  Bill 

[Mr.  SoHeitor  General  for  Ireland) 
e.  Ordered  ;  read  !••  July  35  [Bill  311] 

Read  3*,  after  short  debate  July  39,  1013 

Committee  *  ;  Report  July  30 

Considered  *  ;  read  3*  July  31 
I.  Read  1'  ■  (Lord  Preiident)  Aug  1  (No.  338) 

Read3'*il<4;4 

Committee*  ;  Report  Any  S 

PnUic  libraries  Acta  Amendment  Bill 

[H.L.]  (  The  Lord  Preeident) 

I.  Royal  Ajsent  July  38    [47  A  48  Viet.  e.  87] 

Publie  Office*,  The  New— The  Detent  for 
the  New  Admiralti/  and  War  ^ffieet 
Question,  Obserrations,  The  Earl  of  Wemjrss, 
Viscount  Harrington  :  Reply,  Lord  Sudelejr 
Aug  1.  1343  ;  Question,  Mr.  Barren  ;  An- 
swer, Mr.  Shaw  .Lefevre  Aug  4,  1575  ;  Ob- 
serrations,  Lord  Lamington;  Reply,  Lord 
Sndeley  Aug  5,  1736 

PabUc  Works  Loans  Bill 

(Mr.  Courtney,  Mr.  Berhert  Oladtione) 
e.  Read3°*/ii/jr33  [Bill  399] 

Order  for  Committee  read  July  34,  477 

Mored,  "  That  it  be  an  Instmetion  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Works  Loans  that  they 
hare  power  to  giro  elTeet  to  the  i«> 
oommendations  of  the  Select  Committee 
on  Harbour  Accommodation  in  their  Report 
of  1883,  baring  reference  to  the  redoetion 
of  the  rale  of  interest  charged  on  adrances 
made  under  '  The  Harbours  and  Passing 
Tolls  Act,  1861'"  (Mr.  Marjoribankt) ; 
after  short  debate,  Mored,  "That  the 
Debate  be  now  adjourned  "  (Mr.  Inderwiet) ; 
Motion  withdrawn ;  after  further  debate. 
Committee— a  r. 

Question,  Mr.  Marjoribaoks ;  Answer,  Mr. 
Courtney  July  35,  503 

Committee  ;  Report  July  35.  687 

Read  3*  •  Julu  38 
I.  Read  \'»(Lord  Thurlow)  July  39     (No.  331) 

Read3**y«;ySl 

Committee*  ;  Report  Aug  1 

Read  3*  *  Aug  4 

PuLESTON,  Mr.  J.  H.,  Detonport 

Army    Estimatee  —  Miscellaneous    EffeetiT* 

SerTioes,  671,  679,  703,  731 
Earl  of  DcTon's  EsUles,  Rec.  848 
Egypt  —  Conference,    Ministerial    Statement, 

1529 
Hull,   Bamsley,  and    West    Riding   Junction 
Railway  and    Dock  (Money),  Consid.   3R. 
1037,  1030 
Metropolis— SUte  o(    the   Street*  at    Night, 

333,  333 
Nary — Dockyards—  Questions 

Commission  on  Dockyard  Work,  41 
Factory  Department— Compulsory  Retire- 
ment, 867 
Visiting  Timber  Inspector,  41 
Navy    EstimaUs— Half-Pay,   Reserved   Half- 
Pay,  and  Retired  Pay  to  OOeera  of  the 
Nary  and  Msrioes,  790 
MIm«IUmoiu  Serrieae,  787 
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Pduitok,  Mr.  J.  H. — eont. 

Strait!  Sattlamanti  — R*j»)i  of  Tenom — Grow 

of  the  "  Niiero."  680,  del 
Supply  —  Embauici    and    Miaaioni    Abroad, 
1669, 1670 
Ralief  of  General  Gordon— Vote  of  Credit, 
lfi86 

Haikes,  Bight  Hon.   H.  0.,  Cambridge 
Univ*riity 
Publio  Workt  Loana,  Comm.  add.  cl.  &S3 
Supply — Courta  of  Law  and  Juatice  in  Scot- 
land, to.  660 
Genaral  Regiater  Uouae,  Edinburgh,  £80 
Lord  Adrooate'a  Department,  <i:o.  Connected 
with  Criminal  Procoedinga  in  Scotlani), 
518 
Rclormatorj  and  leduetrial  Sebooli,  Great 
Britain,  filO 

RailiBoy    Rtguhtion  Act    Amendment — 
Legittation 
Queation,    Mr.    Craig-Sellar :    Answer,    Mr. 
Chamberlain  July  2S,  043 

Railway*— Cheap  Draiiit  Act,  1883— 7%« 
Midland  Railway 
Quealion,  Mr.  Thorold   Kogeri ;  Answer,  Mr. 
Chamberlain  /u/y  38,  659 

Bamsay,  Mr.  J.,  Falkirk,  Sfc. 

Supply — Courta  of  Law  and  Juatice  in  Scotland, 
k<s.  E63,  fi6fi,  667 
General  Kagiater  Ilouac,  Edinburgh,  £79 
Looal  Government  Board,  Ac.  in   Ireland, 

U7 
Prltoni,  Scotland,  682 

Rankik,  Mr.  J.,  Leominster 

Eduoation    Department — Compulsory    School 

Attendance,  319 
Supply — Vriaona,  England,  436 

Ueformatory  and  Industrial  Sohoola,  Great 
Britain,  639 

Hbdebdale,  Earl  of  (Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees) 

Expiring  Laws  Continuance,  SR.  1733 

Law  and  Police  (Metropolis)— Reform  Demon- 
stration, 634,  636 

PriTato  liills  (Amendments  to  Standing 
Orders),  Kes.  836 

PriTate  Bills  ( Railways)  —  New  Standing 
Order.  Res.  17 

Representation  of  the  People — Autumn  Ses- 
sion, 18,  1348,  1724,  1723,  1729 

Smoke  Nuisance  Abatement  (Metropolis),  2R, 
1137 

Besmond,  Mr.  J.  E.,  New  Row 

Ireland — Poor  Law— Collector  of  Rates,  Rath- 

keala  Union,  Co.  Limerick,  607 
Ireland — National  School  Teachers,  Res.  1406 
Parliament — Business  of  the  Uousc — Commit- 
tee of  Supply — Standing  Order  425a,  Ret. 
1870 
Supply — Iritb  Land  Oommission,  138i 


Bedmojtd,  Mr.  W.  H.  K.,    Wexford 

Ireland — Poor    Law — Election    of  Guardians, 
Newry  Union — Illegal  Action  of  Return- 
ing Officer,  539 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary — Head  Constable 
Irwin,  1742 
Supply — Criminal  Prosecutions, <ko.  in  Ireland 
040,  943 

Befonnatory    and    Industrial    Schools 
(Uanz  Children)  Bill 

{^Thi  Earl  of  Dalhoutit) 

I.  Read  I''*  July  23  (No.  300) 

Committee*  :  Report /u/y  34 
Read  3*  •  Jiili,  25 
Uoyal  Assent  July  28    [47  *  ii  Tict.  a.  40] 

Reid,  Mr.  R.  T.,  Eereford 
Supply — County  Courts,  371 

Supreme  Court  of  Judicature,  363 

Repreientatton  of  the  People  Bill 

The  Autumn  SettioH,  Observations,  The  Earl 

of  Redesdalo  ;  Reply,  Earl  Granritle  ;  short 

debate  thereon  July  22.  18 
The  Harquesi  cf  Saliibury  and  Mr.  Oladitone, 

Personal    Explanation,    The    Marquess    of 

Salisbury  ^x/y  31,  1137 
Notice  of  Question,  The  Earl  of   Redesdola 

Ju^;  1,  1345 

Representation  of  the  People  Bill  and  Re- 
dittribution 
Question,  Observations,  The  Earl  of  Redeadale; 
Reply,  Enrl  Granrilla  ;  abort  debate  thereon 
Any  6,  1721 

Bevenue,  &c.  Bill 

{Mr.  Courtney,  Mr.  Serbtrt  Gladitoni) 

c.  Moved,    "That   tha   Bill   be   now   read   2« ' 

July  25,  597  ;  Quextion  put,  and  agreed  to 
Moved,  "  That  this  House  will,  upon  Tuesday 

next,  resolvo  itself   into  Committee  on  the 

said  Bill" 
Amendt.    to     leave    out    "  Tuesday,"    insert 

■•  Thursday  "    (Mr.    Warton\   v. ;    Question 

put,  "  That '  Tuesday,'  te.  ;  "  A.  68,  N.  3  ; 

M.51  (D.  L.  188) 
Committee  •—B.p. /ii/y  29  [Bill  300] 

Committee  ;  Report,  after  short  debate  July  31, 

1326 
Read  3"  •  Aug  I 
I.  Read  1*  •  [Lord  Sudeley)  Aug  1      (No.  242) 

Revenue,  ^c.  {Licence,  IfO.) 
c.  Res,  considered  in  Committee,  and  agreed  to 
July  29,  979 
Res.  reported  July  30 

Beviaion  of  Jurors   and   Voters  Lists 
(Dublin  County)  Bill 

(The  Lord  Prtiident) 

I.  Read  3- •  y«^/22  (No.  178) 

Royal  Assent  July  28    [47  A  i8  Vtet.  o.  36] 
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BrroHiB,  Mr.  0.  T.,  7W«r  EamUU 
Port  OfSoe— Panel    Pott— EMUrn  Diitriot 

of  LoodoD,  631 
Poblio   Health  (Metropolis)— Death  Rate  in 

Londoo,  6M 

BooEBS,  Mr.  J.  E.  Thorold,  Southwarh 
Ball,   Barneley,  aod   Weit    Riding  JuDotion 

Railway  and  Dook  (Monej),   Conaid.  SR. 

103«.  1030 
India — Rerenue  Settlement  Department — Na. 

lire  Appointment*,  1189 
Parliament — lloaw  of  CommoDt— Ventilation 

of  the  UoDse,  689 
Pnblio  Health— Condition  of  th«  Thamae,  663 
Railwaje— Cheap  Traint  Aot,  1883— Midland 

Railwar,  630 

Bolls,  Mr.  J.  A.,  Monmouththir* 
Grown    Mining    Leaaci  —  Comaiasionen    of 
Wood!  and  ForoaU,  1188 

BosxBEBT,  Earl  of 

Sheriff  Coort  Houies  (Sootlaod)  Amendment, 
9R.  197 

Boss,  Major  A.  n.,  MaidtUm* 

Efjpt  (Army  of  Ocenpation) — Ramleh  Bar- 
raoke,  1366 

Bo7a1  Conrti  of  Jnstioe  Bill 

{Mr.  CourltUjf,  Ur.  Heritrt  QlaitUnt) 
c.  Order  for  Committee  road ;   MoTod,   "  That 
this  Uonae  will,  npon   Monday  next,  resoWe 
itself  into  the  said  Committee  "  July  34,  470 
Amendt.  to  leare  out  "  Monday  next,"  ineert 
"Monday  4th  Augnst"  (Mr.   Warton)  v.; 
Question  proposed,  "  That  *  Monday  next,' 
Ac. : "  (Question  pat,  and  agreed  to 
BiU  withdrawn  •  July  31  [Bill  139] 

Boyal  Military  Avylnin,  Chelsea  (Trans' 

fer)  Bill  [b.l.]       {Tht  UrdSu<UUy) 
I.  Royal  Assent  July  38    [47  dk  48  KiX.  o.  33J 

BussKLL,  Mr.  G.  W.  E.  (Parliamentary 

Secretary  to  the  Local  Gorerament 

Board),  AyUihury 
Orerhead  Telegraph  Wires,  40,  316 
Poor  Law  (Metropo\ia)— Poland  Street  Work' 

house— Mr.  Bliss,  1180 
Pnblic    Health— Vae«ina(lon,    307  :— Alleged 

Death  from,  6A4  ; — Itowibury  tiuardians,  836 
Vaeoioation    Aet,    1867 — Eresbam    Board,  of 

Unardians,  40 
Vaeoioation  Aots— Case  of  the  Rer.  W.  Keay, 

Great  Tarmonth,  1333 

Btlaitds,  Mr.  P.,  Burnlty 

Army  Estimates— Retired  Pay,  *e.  731 

War  Offlee,  730 
Law  aod  Justice— Circnit  Expenses  of  Jodgoe. 

1160 
Sopply- General  Valoation,  Ae.    of  IrtUnd, 
323.  226,  238,  336 
Local  GoTcrnment    Board,  4c.  in   Ireland, 

146 
Orange  Kirer  Territory,  Ae.  1081 
I'aUio  I'roeceotor's  OOoe,  374 


SaU  of  Intoxicating  Liq«or$  on  Stmiay 
(  Wah$)  Aet— Operation  of  the  Aet 
Question,  Mr.  Warton  :  Answer,  Sir  William 
Qaroourt  /u/y  24,  300 

Salisbttbt,  Marquess  of 

Cholera  Hospitals  (Ireland),  Comm.  1148, 
1144 

Egypt— Conferenoe,  613,   838,  1138;   Miois> 
terial  Statement,  1343 
Policy  of  ll.M.  Goremment,  1713 

Munioipsl  Elections  (Corrupt  and  Illegal  Prao. 
tices),  3R.  1146:  Comm.  d.  3,  1716; 
Amendt.  1717  :  add.  d.  1718,  1719 

Private  Bills — Amendments  to  Standing  Or- 
ders, Res.  837 

Representation  of  the  People  Bill  and  Redis- 
tribution, 1739 

Representation  of  the  People — Marquess  of 
Salisbury  and  Mr.  Gladstone,  Personal  Ex- 
planation, 1137 

Smoke  Nuisance  Abatement  (Metropolis),  3R. 
1136 

Standing  Orders— Labouring  Class  Dwellings, 
Motion  for  Printing,  978,  S80 

Salmon  Fiiherie*  Prote«li«n 
Question,  Mr.  Sexton  ;  Answer,  Mr.  CampbtU- 
Bannerman  July  34,  304 

Savings  Banks  Acts  Amendment  BiU 

{Mr.  FtttceHI,  Mr.  Courtney) 
t.  aR.deferred,  afler  debate  July  24, 480[Bill  377] 
Questions,  Lord  Arthur  Hill,  Mr.  Moor* ;  An- 
swers, Mr.  Courtney  July  33,  403 

SCLATBB-BOOTH ,  ElRh  t  Hon .  G . ,  fi«»lf «,  J<^. 
Burgh  Police  and  Health  (Scotland).  Comm. 

lUOO 
Egypt— Conferonco,  1186 
rublic  Works  Iamus,  Comm.  add.  d.  303 

SoOTLAXD  (QuetfioHs) 

Law  and  Juttiee—J$land  of  Lewi* — Conrietion 

far  Aiiault,  Question,   Mr.   Diok-Peddie  ; 

Answer,  The  Lord  Adrocate  Aug  4,  1661 
northern    LighU   Commiuiontri — Ligktkmat 

on  Fair  lilt.  Question,  Mr.  J.  W.  Barclay ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Chambrrlain  July  2A,  404 
Poor  LMUi—App"intmtnU  under  the  Board  of 

SupervirivH—.Veitri.  A.  M'Kinnon  and  A. 

Martin,  Question,  Ur.   Cameron  ;    Answer, 

The  Lord  Adrocato  July  28,  662 

Pelt  Ofiee 
IrrtguUxrititi  in   South    Vill,  Qucetioo,   Mr. 

Dick-Peddie  :  Answer.'Mr.  Fawcett  July  31, 

1136 
Potlal   Faeilitiei   in    Lewie,  Question,  Mr. 

Macfarlaoe  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Fawcett  July  30, 

860 

The  Muteum  of  Seienee  and  AH,  Bdimtmyh, 
Question,  Mr.  Buchanan ;  Answer,  Mr. 
Shaw  I^ferre  July  34,  330 

SooTT,  Mr.  M.  D.,  Suteejc,  E. 

Supply— Commiaiioocrs  ol  .National  Edoeatioo 
in  IreUod,  1803 
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SzLDORNK,  Earl  of  (««»  Ohanoellor,  The 

LORIl) 

Sellar,  Mr.  A.  0.,  Iladdington,  S^e. 
Railwaj  Kegulatioti  Act  Aaicndiuent,  043 

Sexton,  Mr.  T.,  Sligo 

Infants,  Comm.  cl.  3,  197 
Ireland  —  (^ucttiona 

Crime  and  Outrage — Attack  on   the   Resi- 
dent MAgistrato,  Co.  Sligo,  322 
Education,  407 

Fishery  Laws — Clerk  and  Inspector  of  Sal- 
mon Fisheries,  Bnlljshannon,  300 
Fishery  Tiers  and  Uarboura — Augbria  Pier, 

Co.  Sligo,  33 
I,abourers'  Act,  1883 — Ballyrnena  Board  of 

tiuardians,  310,  313 
Law   and  Justice — The  Tubberourry   Pri- 
soners, S30,  fi3'3 
Local  Gorernmeut  Board— Mr.  J.D.  Elliott, 
Kate  Collector  for  the  Blaokroek  Town- 
ship  Commissioners,  340 
Magistracy— Mr.  J.  B.  Frith,  30,  37,  38 
Orange  Proocssions — 12th  of  July  Celebra- 
tions—Orange  Arch,  Glenarm,  B&5 
Post  Office— Dublin   Post  OfSoo- Substitu- 
tion of  Gas  for  Steam    Engines,    31  ; — 
Galway  Mails,  1178 
Italy — Confiscation  of   the  Propaganda  Pro- 
perty, 1184 
IWagistratcs  (Ireland)  Salaries,  211.  S86 
TVerobant  Shipping — Pilotage — Port  of  Sligo, 
316 
Publio  Works  I,oa.ns,  Comm.  cl.  2, 139  ;  ndd. 

el.  68»,  593 
Salmon  Fisheries  Proteotion,  304 
Supply — Criminal  Prosecutions,  ibc.  in  Ireland, 
Amendt.  881,  801,  804.  800.  012,  930, 
947,  058,  950.  1100.  1103,  1203,  1203, 
1200,  1210,  1315,1317 
General  Prisons  Board  in  Ireland,  ita.  084 
General    Valuation,   &e,   of  Ireland,    310  ; 

Amendt.  212,  330,  233,  256,  303.  204 
Local    Government  Bo,ird,  Ac.  in  Ireland, 

47,  63,  68,76 
Police  in  Counties  and  Boroughs  in   Eng- 
land and    Wales,  Ao.  Amendt.  307,  400, 
408,  415,433 
Public  Works  in  Ircl.tnd,  ISO 
Kecord  Uffice,  Ireland,  100,  203 
Reformatory    and    Industrial    Schools    in 

Ireland,  584,  5^5 
Registrar  General's  Office,  Ireland,  208 
Regialratioii  of  Oceds  in  Ireland,  679 
Soieuoo  and  An  llepartment,  itic.  586 

Shannon  Navigation  Bill 

(Mr.  Courtnty,  Mr.  Strbert  Glaiittone) 
e.  Bill  withdrawn*  July  30  [Bill  201] 

Sheriff  Court  Houbob  (Scotland)  Amend- 
ment Bill  [The  Earl  of  iJiilhoutit) 

I.  MoTeil,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*" 
JiilU  22,  2 
Amendt.  to  leare  oat  ("now")  add  "this 
day  six  months  ")  (  Tht  Lord  Ahingtr) ;  atier 
short  debate,  un  Question,  That  ("  now  ") 
&o.  f  Cont.  34,  Not-Cdot.  3U  ;  M.  3  :  re- 
■oWed  in  the  oegatiTO 

{emt. 


Sherif  Court  Bouti*}{StolUitui)  AauwhwU  Bill 
— cent. 

Dir.'List,  CoDt.  and  Not-Cont.  3 
MoTed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  read  3'  thia  day  six 
months  :"  alter  short  debate,  on  (Question  7 
Cont.  39,  Not-Cont.  S3  ;  M.  3  ;   rotoWed  in 
the  negative 
DiT.  List,  Cent,  and  Not.Cont.  6 
Read  3',  after^debate  July  34,  390  (No.  IBS) 
Committee  *  :  Report  July  35 
Read  3*  *  July  38 


Slaoo,  Mr.  J.,  Matuhf*t«r 

Army  (India) — North-Wost   Proatler — Quetta, 

1170 
Strnils  Settlements — Rajah   of  Tenom— Crew 
of  the  ■'  Nisero,"  061 


Small,  Mr.  J.  F.,  Wer/tyrd  Bo. 

Ireland — Questions 

Magistracy— Mr.  OliObrd  Lloyd,  6(7 

Poor  Law — Election  of  Guardians,  Newry 

Union  —  Illegal    Action    of    Returning 

Officer,  626 

Royal  Irish  Constabulary— Secret  Societiei 

— Number  of  Freemasons,  1300 

Magistrates     (Ireland)     Salaries,     2R.    817; 

Motion  for  Adjournment,  820 
Supply — Criminal  Prosecutiona,  &c,  in. Ireland, 
Amendt.  960,  073 
Irish  Land  Commission,  1307 
Registration   of   Deeds  in   Ireland,   1335, 
1386 


Smith,  Right  Hon.  W.  H.,  WettmimU 
Bankruptcy  Act,  1888 — Ciril  Service  Eatimatea, 

1170 
Law    and   Police  —  Dynamite    Exploiiona   at 
Weatminator — Compensation,  1159 
Metropolis— Mr.    W.   U.   Smith's    Watch, 
1187 
Navy- Collision  between  Iron-CUda  in  Bnntrj 

Bay,  46 
Parliament— House  of  Commons — Ventilation 

of  the  Llouae,  1188 
Supply— Relief  of  General   Gordon — VoU  of 
Credit,  1S87 

Smtth,  Lt.-Colonel  G.,  Wycombe 
Earl  of  Devon's  Estates,  3R.  848 
Great  Western  Railway  and  Bristol  ond  Portia. 

head  Pier  and   Railway  Companies,  Res.  850 
Hull,    Bamaley,  and    West    Riding    Junction 

Railway   and   Dock   (Money),'  Consid,   3R. 

1035,  1036,  1037,.1011 

8>ftTH,  Mr.  S.,  Liverpool 

.Knny  EsllmAtca— Miaoellnoeous  Effootive  Sar- 

vicea,  710 
Metropolis — State  of  the    Streets   at  Night, 

3.11,  33;t 
Municip.il     Elections    (Corrupt    and    Illegal 

PrKOticca),  Ounsid,  cl.  6,  446 
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Smoke  Hniianee  Abatement  (Ketropolis) 

Bill  (  Tht  Lord  Strathtdm  and  CampbtU) 
I.  Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  reaa  2*" 
July  31,  1129  ;  after  ibort  debate,  on  <^ea> 
tion  f  Coot.  31,  Not-Cont.  17  ;  M.  U  ;  ra- 
•oWed  in  the  afBrmatWe  (No.  109} 

SouorroB  Genebai.,  The  (Sir  Fabkeb 
Hxbsghell),  Durham 
In&oti,  Comm.  el.  3,  196;  el.  8,  601,  609; 
add.  el.  608,  607,  608,  609 ;  Conrid.  add.  el. 
1019  ;  Amendt.  1030,  1093 
Naval  Diuipline  Aet — Claase  68,  1739 
NaT7  Estimate*— Martial  Law,  &o.  773,  776, 

778,  779,  781 
Parliament— Supply — Buiinen  of  the  Hoote, 

1639 
Pablic  Worki  Loana,  Comm.  et.  3.  487 
Rerenue,  *o.  C!omm.  el.  13,  1S36 
Sapplx  —  Commiaaionera    of   Polioe,    Ao.    of 
Doblin,  1816 
Ooaotr  ConrU,  376,  379 
Criminal  Proteeutiona,  &o.  318 
General  Valuation,  &a.  in  Ireland,  313 
National  Portrait  Gallery,  1439 
Supreme  Court  of  Judieatore,  361,  368, 
369,  870 
Supreme    Court   of  Jodioatore    Amendment, 
Comm.  el.  11,  Amendt.  1433, 1433 ;  add.  el. 
1434,  1436 

SoicEBSET,  Duke  of 
Private  Bill*  (RaUwaya)— New  Standing  Order, 
Re*.  16 

Spsakeb,  The  (Bight  Hon.  Arthur  W. 
Feel),    Warviek 
Oontagiou*  Di*ea*e«  (Animal*)  Aot*— Cattle 

Importation  from  Ireland,  866 
Barl  of  Devon'*  E*Ule«,  3R.  848 
E(7pt  —  Conference,    Miniiterial    Statement, 
1639 
Modir  Hu**ein  Waaif,  1183 
Infante,   Conaid.   lOU,  1016  ;  add.  el.  1030, 

1023,  1036,  1328  ;  3R.  1331 
Ireland— Irith    Land    Commiaaion   (Sub-Com- 
mitiionera) — Mr.  J.  M.  Weir,  304 
Uod  Law  Aot,  1881— Fair  Rente  (Sir  R. 
Wallace),  1666 
Law  and  Polioe  (Metropoli*) — Reform  Demon- 

•tration,  43 
Uagi*trate*  (Ireland)  Salariea,  3R.  837,838, 

630 
Parliament — Stending    Order*— Amendmente, 
1347,  1349 
Supply— Bueioe**  of  tbe  Hou*e,  1631,1633, 
1633,  1639 
Parliament — Butinea*    of    the    lion** — Com- 
niittee   of  Supply — Stending    Order   436a, 
Re*.  1368,  1369,  1374,  1376 
Publio  Work*  Loan*,  Comm.  480, 483 

Stakhofe,  lion.  £.,  Lineolnthirt,  Mid 
Municipal     Eleotiona    (Corrupt    and    Illegal 
Practice*),  Con*id.  el.  16,  Amendt.  460 

Staksfeu),  Bight  Hon.  J.,  ffali/ix 

Arm;  Ettimatc* — Mieceltaneou*  EBtotive  Ser- 
vice*, 671,  713,  713 


Stobet,  Mr.  S.,  Sunderland 
Straite  Settlement* — Rajah  of  Tenom — Crew 
of  the  "  Niaero,"  660,  661, 868 

Straitt  8»UUm«ntt—Tk«  Rajah  of  Tenom 

—Crew  of  the  "  Niiero  " 

<^e*lion*,  Mr.   Storey,    Mr.   Puleaton,    Mr. 

Slagg ;  Aniwera,  Lord  Edmond  Fitimaurio* 

July  38,  660  ;  Qneation,  Mr.  Storey;   An. 

*«r*r,  Lord  Edmond  Fitemauriee  July  29, 868 

Stbathxden  Ain>  Caicpbell,  Lord 
Law  and  Polioe  ( Metropoli*) — Reform  Demon- 

atration,  633 
New  Public  OfBoea- Deatgn*  for  the  New  Ad- 
miralty and  War  Offloe*,  173T 
Smoke  Nui*ance  Abateme  nt  (Metropolia),  3R. 
1120,  1137 

Stbathhaibn,  Lord 
Egypt— The  Porte  and  the  Soudan.  1787 

Strenaall  Common  Bill 

(The  Xarl  tf  MtrUy) 

I.  Read  3*  •  July  34  (No.  196) 

Report  *  July  36 
Committee*;  Report /h^  38 
Bead3>V*^y>V 

STmELEY,  Lord 
New  Publio  Offloea— Deaign*  for  tb*  New  A4. 

miralty  and  War  Offloe*.  1344,  1736 
Parliament— Palaoe    of    We*tmin*ter— Weit- 

min*ur  Uall,  637,  638 
Parliament— Private    Bill*  (Railway*)— New 

Stending  Order,  Re*.  13 
Wellington  Stetne,  613 

Suet  Canal,  The 
Ob*ervationa,  Lord   Lamiogton  ;  Reply,   Earl 
Granville  ./ijy  39, 839  ;  (^ueation,  Sir  Robert 
Peel  :  Anewer,  Mr.  Gladatone,  869 

StTLUVAir,  Mr.  T.  D.,  Weitmeath 

Ireland— National  School  Teacher*,  R«*.  1406 

Supply — Commi**ion*n  of  National  Education 

in  Ireland,  1810 

Conitabulary  Force  in  Ireland,  1468,  1460 

Criminal  Pro*eoutioo*,  Ao.  in  Ireland,  007, 

949,069,  1303 
Irieh  Land  CommiMioo,  1278,  1284,  1308 

Summary  Jurisdiction  (£epeal,  ftc.)  Bill 

(7A«  Lord  Ckaneellor) 
L  Read  3*  *  July  23  (No.  302) 

e.  Lord*  Amendt*.  eon*idered,   and,   after  abiirt 
debate,  agreed  to  July  39,  1013 

Superannnation  Bill 

(Jfr.  Herbert  OUdtloiu,  Ur.  Courtney) 
t.  Re«13**yit/y  33 

Committee^B.r.    after  abort  debate  July  34, 

477  [BUI  146] 

Committee  *  ;  Report  July  39 
Contidered  *  ;  read  3*  Jwu  SO 
;.  Read  1'*  (£.<ir^  Monian)  July  31  (No.  336) 
Hmilf  Auf5 
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The  Annual  Ettimatei,  Qufitinn,  Sir  Alex- 
ander    Gordon ;     Ainwcr,     Mr.     Courtney 

Auii  I.  ises 

Thf  Civil  Sirviee  Ettimatet — TU*  Foreign 
Ofire  Kofe,  Qiioatioo,  Lord  Rnndolph 
Cliurcliill ;  Answer,  Mr.  Glndntono  Jul;/  28, 
600 

Effi/pt  ( Events  in  the  Soudan) — Expedition  for 
Relief  of  General  Gordon— Vote  of  Credit. 
Qucslions,  Lord  Eustaoe  Oecil,  Mr.  W.  E. 
Foriter,  .Mr.  I.iibouchoro ;  Aiuwem,  The 
Marqucgg  of  Hartington,  Lord  Edmond 
Fitimnariee  July  31,  330  ;  Qucationi,  Sir 
Walter  B.  Barttclol,  Mr.  Joseph  Cowen,  Mr. 
Labouehero,  Mr.  Aihmead-Bartlott,  Sir 
Stafford  Northoote,  Mr.  Puleaton,  Mr.  New- 
degnto,  Ixjrd  Randolph  Churchill,  Mr. 
Bourke,  Mr.  J.  Lowther,  Mr.  W.  E.  Forster, 
Mr.  W.  H.  Smith  ;  Answers,  Mr.  GUdslone, 
The  Chancellor  of  tho  Exchequer  .4 1(^  4,  ISSi 


SUPPLY 

Resolutions  [July  21]  reported /w/y  22,  tfO 
Resolutions  1  to  5,  inclusive,  agreed  to 

I        Resolution  6  ;  after  short  debate,  agreed  to 
Remaining  Resolutions  agreed  to 
Considered  in  Cominiltec  Juli/  22,  47 — Citil 
SxRvici     EsTiMiTis — Class     II.— S*LiRii!» 
iXD  Exriiisss  or  Citil  DxrABiusitn,  Voles 
37  to  39 
Resolutions  reported  July  24,  400 
First  and  Third  Resolutions  agreed  to 
Second  Resolution  postponed 
Considered  In  Committee /i</y  }.'),  100— Civil 
Servici     F.stimatkb — Clasb     1 1. — Salaries 
AiTD    EXPKXKS   OF    CiVIL  OlPABTUIXTS,  VotCS 
40  to   42;   Class  III.  — Law  AXD  JosTtoi — 
Voles  1  and  2 
Resolutions  reported  July  34 
^^      Considered  in  Committee  Juli/  24,  343 — Citil 
^K        SxHTioi   EsTDiATis— Clau  III.— Law  and 
^P         Jditioe,  Votes  3  to  13 

Resolutions  reported  Jiilt/  3S 

Considered  in  Committee  July  35,  839 — Citil 

■  SxnviOE  EsTiUATss— Class  III. — Law  akd 
Jdstkji,  Votes  14  to  19,  21,  23,  25,  and 
32  ;  Class  IV. — Eddcatioic,  Scixiica,  akd 
Art,  Vole  3 

Resolutions  reported  July  38 

Considered  in  Committee  July  38,  071 — Abut 
EsTiUATKa,  Votes  IS  to  35;  Natt  Esii- 
UATss,  Votes  13  to  17 

Resolutions  reported  July  30 

Considered  in  Committee  July  29,  876 — Civil 
Skrtick  EtTiUATBs — Clabs  III. — Law  axd 
Jdstioi,  Votes  24  and  30  ;  Committee — b.p. 

Considered  in  Committee  July  30,  1050 — Civil 
Servici  Estimates  —  Class  V. — Foreiox 
AND  Colomal  Services,  Vote  7 

Resolution  reported  July  31 

Considered  in  Committee  July  31, 1100  — Civil 
Service  Ebtiuatxs — Class  III. — Law  axd 
JcsTioE,  Votes  30,  33,  34,  26,  and  38 

Resolutions  reported  Aug  1 

Considered  in  Committee  jiw/  I,  141.1 — Citil 
Service  Ebtimates— Class  III. — Law  awd 
Justice,  Votes  27.  30. and  31  ;  Clabi  IV.— 
EOCCATIOK,  SOUNOE,  AED  Ant,  Votot  4  to  7 

[MMt 


Supply — eont. 

Resolutions  reporteil  Any  2,  1539 
First  and  Second  Resolutions  postponed 
Third  Kesolution  agreed  to 
Fourth  Reaolutiun  ;  alter  debate,  agreed  to 
Subai'quent  Resolutions  agreed  to 
Postponed     Resolutions    considered    Auy   i, 
1710  ;  after  short  debate,  ngreed  to 
Considered  in  Committee  Auy  2,  1438— Citil 
Sebtioe  Estimatri— Class  III. — Law  aed 
Justice,  Vote  30 
Resolution  reported  Aug  ^ 
Considered  in  Committee  Aug  4,  1683 — CiriL 
Sbbvioe    Estimatei— Clabs   V. — Fobeiom 
Axi>  Colonial  Services,  Votes    1   to  6,  8 
and  9  :    Class  IV. — Edvcatiox,   Science, 
AND  Abt,  Votes  3,  3,  8  to  13,  13a,  10,  and  17 
Resolutions  reported  Aug  5,  1890 
Third  and  Sixth  Resolutions  postponed 
Other  Thirteen  Resolutions  agreed  to 

Considered  in  Committee  Auj  5,  1757 — Re- 
lief OF  Qeneral Gordon  (Vote of Obbdit), 
£300,000;  CrviL  Sbbvkb  Estimates  — 
Clabs  IV. — Edccation,  Soiencb,  and  Abt, 
Votes  14,  IS,  and  10:  Class  VL— Non- 
effective AND  CUAIIITASLB  SeRVICCB, 
Votes  1  toO  nnd  Oa ;  Cl.ibs  VIL— MiBcEt- 
LANE0C9,  Votes  1  and  2 

RsBolutions  reported  Aug  7 

Supreme  Court  of  Jadicatnre  Amend- 
ment Bill  l".L.] 

[Mr.  Hfrbtrt  OUuUtoni) 
e.  Road  1»»  July  34  [Bill  307] 

Read  3°  •  July  23 
Committee— R.  p.  July  20.  1018 
Committee  ;  Report  Aug  1,  1433 
Bill  re-oommitted  ;  Committee  ;  Report ;  Con- 
sidered :  read  3*  Auj  4,  1714 

Suprtmt   Court  of  Judicature  {Chanctry 

Examinitrt'  Offiee  \Comp»niation\ 
e.  Resolution  considered  in  Committee,  and  agr 
tOili<<;  1,  1436 
Reaolulioo  reported  Aug  4 

Swilzerland — 7%e  "  Salvalioniili  " 
Question,   Sir   Robert   Feel  ;    Answer,    Lord 
Edmond  Fitzmaarioe  July  31,  1 17S 

Syxan,  Mr.  E.  J.,  Limtriok  Co. 

Ireland — Questions 

Law   and  Justice — Glin    Pott;   Sosaiani — 

Case  of  Daniel  M'Coy,  1658 
Prevention    of    Cri,-ne   Act,   1883— Extra 

Police  at  Limerick,  652 
Royal  Irish   Coastabular| — Dr.  Madigan, 
Medical  Officer,  1500 
Supply — Irish  Land  Commisiioo,  1368 

Police  in  Counties  and  Boroughs  in    Eng- 
land and  Wales,  dtc.  418 

Taxbot,  Mr.  J.  Or.,  Oxford  Univeriity 

Education      Department  —  Over-  Pressure     in 
Board  Schools,  1360 
School  Accommodation,  1357 
E'gypt,  Defence  of — Expcnies — Suppleiuentar/ 

Estimate,  501 
Supply— Natioaal  Gallery,  1438 
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Teachers'  Besidencea  (Ireland)  Bill 

{Colonel  CeUhurtt,  Colotul  JVbfan,  Mr.  Moor*, 
Mr'Thotiuu  Diekton) 
e.  CommittM* ;  Report ;  mA  3^  July  U  I  Bill  288] 
J.  Rrad  1"  •  (Lord  FitiOerald)  July  28  (No.  214) 
Rewi2**/Wy28 
CommittM  *  ;  R«port  July  29 
Read  3*  *  July  31 

Thobnhhx,  Mr.  T.,  Sufollk,  W. 
Armj  (India)— QuartermMters,  1576 

Thxtblov,  Lord 

Litaratnre,  Soiraee,  aod  Art^National  Por> 
trait  Gallery,  838 

ToKLiNsoN,  Mr.  W.  E.  M.,  Freiton 
Ciril  SerraoU   of   the    Crovo — Sir  William 

Gnrdon,  1171 
Doll,   Bamilcy,  and  West   Ridiog  Janetion 

Railwajr   and  Doek  (Mooey),  (Mniid.  8R. 

1048 
lofiikota,  Comm.  Motion  Tor  reporting  Progteea, 

191  ;   cl.  3,    193 ;    Consid.  Ameodt.  1013 ; 

add.  cl.  1030  ;  Amendt.  1023,  1033,  1026, 

1828,  1330,  1830 
Municipal  Eleotiont  (Corrupt  and  Illegal  Prao- 

tioei),  Conaid.  cl.  7,  454 
Parliament — Diitribntion  of  the  Statotet  to 

Member!,  1171 
Soroljr — Learned  Soeietiei,  to.  1431 
National  Gallerr,  1424,  1436 
National  Portrait  Gallerr,  1430 
Supreme  Court  of  Judicature,  363,  369 
Supreme  Court    of  Judicature   Amendment, 

Comm.  el.  11, 1433  ;  add.  el.  1435 

ToTTENHAH,  Mr.  A.  L.,  Lntrim 
Army— Garriion  of  Dublin,  1163 

I\rai«  and  Commere* — Comwttreial  Agrit- 
mtnU  with  Foreign  Countriet 
QneitioD,   Obierialioni,   The    Earl   of    Uar- 
rowby ;  Replj,  Earl  Granrille  July  31, 1146 

Tramways  GEreland)  FroTisional  Order 

Bill         {The  Lord  Carrinf ton) 
i.  Committee  Ju/y  34,  281  (No.  168) 

Report  •  July  38  (No.  211) 

RmuI  S'*/Wy  31 

Tramways  (Ireland)  ProTisional  Orders 

(No.  2)  Bill        (.Tke  Lord  Carrinyton) 
I.  Committee  •  J^y  24  (No.  144) 

Report  •  July  38 
Read  S*  •  Juiy  31 

Treaty  of  Berlin— Article  AA—Th$  Jew 
M  RoMmtnia 
Qoettioo,  Baron  Henry  De  Worm*  ;  Aoiwer, 
Lord  Edmond  Kittmaarioe  Aug  4,  1074 


Tbevectan,  Rt.  Hon,  G.  0.  (Chief  Se- 
oretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland),  ffatoiek.  ire. 
Committee  of  Public  Aocoanta,  686 
Ireland— (Ineitions 

Arrear*  of  Kent  Act,  1881— Colonel  Digbjr, 

J.  P.,  324  ;— Jamei  Farrell,  34 
Contagion!  Di!eaaei'(Animal!)  Aot«— CatU* 

Inipeetor,  Kilmaotbomaa  Union,  325 
Conntjr   Oom— Mr.  Dowling,  Cappawhite, 
•40 

Emigration —The  Tnke  Emigration  Fond, 

658,659 
Erietion! — Barony  of  Oaatlea,  Co.  Lim«> 

rick,  642 
Fishery    Laws — Clerk    and    Inepeotor    of 

Salmon  Fiaheriaa,  Ballyihannon,  306 
Grand  Jury  Aot — CoUeetion  of  County  Ceie, 

Co.  Kerry,  644 
lodoitrial  Sohooli,  300 ;— Number  of  Chil- 
dren Chargeable  to  Corporation  of  Ck>rk, 

868  ; — Tipperary     Grand    Jury,    South 

Riding,  857 
Labourer!'  Aot,  1883— Ballymena  Board  of 

Guardian!.  311,  312 
Land  Law  Act,  1881— Clause  19— Loans 

for  Labourers'  Cottagei,  852,  1354 
Law  and  Poliee — Arreet  of  Mr.  Chanee, 

861,  862,  863,  864,  1182  ;— Waterfbrd 

Co.  660 
Local  Goremment  Board— Mr.  J.  D.  Elliott, 

Rate  Collector  for  the  Blaokrock  Town- 

ifaip  Commi!iioDers,  311 
Honey  Returned  Through  the  Poet,  405 
Orange  Proeesiioni — 12tli  of  July  Celebra- 
tions—Orange   Arch   at    Glenarm,    495, 

854,  855 
Public  Ilralth-Mullingar  Guardians,  1173  ; 

— Protestant    Episeopal    Grareyard   at 

Dromore,  646 
Queen's    College,    Galway— Mr.    Charles 

Geissler,  Professor  of  Modem  Languages, 

1350 
Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools — In- 
dustrial Schools,  Limerick — Surcharges, 

1364 
Roads  and    Bridge!— Drumheriff    Bridge, 

Co.  Leitrim,  649 
Royal  Unirersity,  33  ; — Sustentation  Fund, 

1162 
Towns     Improremcnt     Act  —  Fines    for 

Drunkenness,  313 
Union  Rating,  337 
Ireland— Crime  and  Outrage— Questions 
Attack   on   the   Resident  Magistrate,  Co. 

Sligo,  333 
Attack  on  the  Salratioo  Army  at  Cootebill, 

Co.  Caran,  1353 
Maiming  Horses- Carrickmaoross  Present- 
ment Sessions,  1157 
Orangemen  and  Roman  Catholies— Firing 

into  a  Train,  854 
Ireland — Irish  Land  Commission — Questions 
Fair  Rents— Glebe  l^nds  at  Dmmcree,  Co. 

Armagh,  805,  1174 
Und    Valuation  —  Covnties    Caran    and 

Leitrim,  1156 
Sale  of  Ulebe  Laads,  Co.  Kerry,  1177 
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Trktiltah,  Right  Hon.  G.  O. — eont. 

Ireland — Iriah   Land   Committion  (Sub-Oom- 
mtsaionrri)  —  QiieBtioni 
Mr.  J.  M.  Wrir,  304 
Sitting  at  Tuam,  3S 

Sub-Commiasion    (No.   S) — Lay    Commit- 
sionera  at  Monagban,  8S3 
Ireland — Law  and  Juatico — (^ueitiona 

Dublin  Scandali,  669  ;— Mr.   Boyle,  J.P., 

1353 
Dying  Declaration!— Brotben   DeUbunty, 

1362 
Jobn  Donoghue,  a  Lunatic,  38,  39 
Magheralelt  I'riaonera,  638 
fetly  Seaaiona  Court  at  Cattlowellan,  Co, 

Down,  645 
Tubbercurry  Priaonerg,  637,  638 
Ireland — Magistracy — Queationa 

Ennia    Quarter    Seaaiona,  Mr.   C.   Kelly, 

Q.C.,  Chairman,  634.  1363 
Kildyaart  Potty  Sessiona,  Co.  CInre,  616 
King's  Co.  and  Co.  Tippcrary,  1362 
M.igiBtratea  Salaries,  876 
Mr,  Cliirord  Lloyd,  647 
Rev.  J.  B.  Frith,  30,  37 
Walerford  Co.  1167 
Ireland— National  Education,  497,  408 

Caae  of  Mr*.  Craig — Sligo  Model  Schools, 
1163 
Ireland— Peace  PresorTation  Act,  1881 — Police 

Hut  at  Katbgormao,  1049,  1354,  1356 
Ireland — Poor  Ijiw — Questions 

Oolleotor  0/  Poor  Hates—  Kalhkealo  Union, 

Co.  Linioriok,  0C7 
Dr.  Calaghan,  Medical  Attendant,  Nenagb 

Union  Dispensary,  209 
Ely    Dispensary,    Derrygonnelly— Use     of 

Building  Tor  Party  Purpoaea,  630 
Mr.  R.  Moore — Clerk  of  Innisbowcn  Union, 
Co.  Donegal,  661 
Inland — Poor  Law — Election  of  Gnardiaos — 
Questions 
Bandon  Union,  653 
Carlow  Union,  1163,  1164 
Carmecn   Diyision,   Cootebill   Union — The 

Inquiry,  301,  866,  350 
Edonderry  Union,  King's  Co.,  302,  303 
Ncwry  Union — Illegal  Action  of  Returning 
Officer,  627 
Ireland — ProTsntion    of   Crime    Aot,   1882 — 
Queslioni 
Extra  Police,  1866 
Extra  Police  at  Limerick,  663 
Sxlra  Police,  Co.  Tyrone,  033 
Ireland — Royal  Irish  Constabulary — Questions 
Licensed  Trades  of  Killcshandra,  300 
Numbers,  870 
Promotions — Sub  -  Inspector    James    BIlis 

French,  40 
Secret  Societies — Namber  of  Freemasooi, 

1366 
Sergeant  Corbett,  1161 
IreUnd,  State  of— Orangemen  at  Lisburn,  644, 

646 
Ireland— National  School  Teaoben,  iUa.  1387, 

1304,  1899 
Supply — Commissioners  of  Police,  Ac.  of  Dub- 
lin, 1311,  1317,  1318,  1323 
Constabulary  Force  in  Ireland,  1460.  1488, 
U8l>,     1400,     1491,   1493,  1406,    1490, 
1498,  1499,  1501,  15U2,  1509,  1611 

VOL.   COXOI.     [tHIED  sebum.]  [cant 


Tbitiltiv,  Right  Hob.  O.  O.— e<m<. 

Court  of  Bankruptcy,  Ireland,  1218 

Crimiiinl  Prosi'outtnna,  &e.  in  Ireland,  890, 
891,  893.  894.  8«6,  900, '.i21,  976,  977. 
1192,  1199,  I2"8,  1200,  1210,  1212 

Irisb  Land  Coromiasion,  1242,  1367,  1269, 
1303.  1307 

Local  Government  Board,  Ac.  in  Ireland, 
49,  61,  65,  57,  68,  92,  98,  101,  146,  148 

Prisons,  Ireland,  1414 

Reformatory  and  Industrial  Sohools  In  Ire- 
land, 585,  1418 

Hegislrar  General's  Office  in  Ireland,  300 

Registration  of  Deeds  in  Ireland,  880,  881 

Truro,  Lord 

Smoke  Nuisance  Abatement  (Metropolis),  9R. 
1137 

Trusts  (Scotland)  Bill     {Tht  Lord  Adneate, 
Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Scotland) 

0.  Considered  •  ;  read  S"  July  22         [Bill  279] 
L  HcA.l  I' *{E.o/Dalliou*U)  July  2i  (No.  208) 

Read  2*  •  Julii  28 
Committee  *  July  31 
Report*  Aug  I 
Read  3'*  Aug  6 

Turnpike  Acts  Continuance  Bill 

{T/ie  Lord  Cai-ringlon) 

1.  Read  l'"/«/y  22  (No.  308) 
Rcad2*»,/ii/y31 

Committee*  ;  Report  Aug  1 
Read  3*  *  ilii<7  6 

Tylkb,  Sir  H.  W.,  Earwioh 

Defences  of  the  Empire— Coaling  Stations,  Ao. 

1740 
E)».Tpt   (Military   Operations] — Report   of  the 

Bonibardmont  of  Alexandria,  1741 
Orerlie.id  Telegraph  and  Telephone  Wires,  316 
Supply — Relief  of  General  Gordon — Vote  of 

Credit,  1701 

Ulster  Canal  and    Tyrone  Navigatioa 

Bill(Jf'"-  Courtney,  Mr.  Herbert  OMetoiu 
t.  Read  2'  July  23,  277  [Bill  244] 

Order  for  Committee  read,  and  discharged 
July  24,  343 ;  Bill  referred  to  a  Select 
Coiuroitteo  of  Fire  Members,  Three  to  be 
nominated  by  the  House  and  Two  by  the 
Committee  of  Selection 

Select  Committee  nominated  July  38  ;  List  of 
the  Committee,  830 

Report  of  Select  Comm.  July  31 

UUUr  Canal  and  Tyrone  Navigation  [^Cott 

of  Repairi] 
«.  Considered  in  Commilteo  July  26,  696 

Moved,  "  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the 
payment,  out  of  moneys  to  be  provided  by 
Parliament,  of  the  Costs  of  Repairs  of  the 
Canals,  which  niny  become  payabl"  under 
the  proriaiooa  of  any  Aot  of  I  ho  pri'«ent 
Sesaion  to  transfer  the  Ulster  Canal  and  the 
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VUltr  Canal  and  Tyrone  JfangatitH  [Cott  of 
iJ«pa»r»T— oont. 

Tyrone  NaTlgxtioo  to  tbe  Lamn  Navigation 
Oompanjr ; "   after  sliort  delate,  Qaeition 
pot,  and  agreed  to 
Rm.  reported  Jvly  38 

FaeetnaUoH  Act,   1867 — Hvoiham  Board 
of  Guoriiani 
Qoeation,  Mr.  Hopwood ;  Anrrer,  Mr.  George 
Raasell  JvUy  33,  40 

Vaeeination  Act* — Cai«  of  the  Sov.   W. 
Keay,  Great  Yarmouth 
^ettion,  Mr.  llopwood  ;  Answer,  Mr.  George 
RnntllAug  1,  I85S 
[See  title  Public  Health] 

Vtvujx,  Sip  H.  HuBsey,  Ohtmorganehire 
Metropolis    (Thames    Crossing*)— Bridge    at 
Little  Tower  Hill,  491 

Walxxb,  Mr.  S.  (Solicitor  General  for 
Ireland),  Londonderru  Co. 
Ireland — Questions 

Attomejs  and  Solioitors  Act,  1866 — Mr. 

Robert  D.  O'Brien,  639 
Bridges  —  Dramheriff   Bridge  —  Coonties 

Leitrim  and  RoKommon,  1743 
CommissioDcrs   of   National  Edooatioo— 

Stewarditown  National  Sebool,  1859 
Und    Uw    Aot,   1881— Fair  RenU    (Sir 

Richard  Wallace),  15S4 
National    School,    Belfast  —  Use    of    the 

School -room  for  Party  Parposei,  1738 
Prevention   of  Crime  Aot,  1982— Patrick 

Farrjr— Compensation  Money,  1509, 1866 
Registration    of    Voters  —  New    Rerision 

Court,  Monaghan,  1563 
State-aided  Emigration.  1573 
Sunday  Closing — Arrests  for  Drunkenness, 

Ac.  1565 
Towns    Improrement    Aot — Ennis    Town 

Commissioners,  666 
Visit  of  the  I^ord  Lieutenant  to  Belfast — 

Display  of  Flags,  1556 
Ireland — Law  and  Justice — Questions 
Crossmajtien  Prisoners,  1744 
Daniel  Mahony,  1571 
Glin  Petty  Sessions — Case  of  Daniel  M'Coy, 

1559 
Mr.  0.  Bolton,  a  Bankrupt,  1578 
Tubberourry  Prisoners,  533 
Tyrone  Assises — "  Queen  v.  Beatty,"  1564 
Ireland — Magistracy—  Questions 

Mr.    John    M'Mshon,    of   Ballybay,    Co. 

Monaghan,  1743 
Mr.  Tipping.  J. P.  1745 
ReT.  J.  B.  Frith,  37.  38 
Ireland — Poor  Law — Kly  Dispensary — Use  of 

Building  for  Parly  Purposes,  1556 
Ireland— Poor  Tjiw — Eleotioo  of  Guardians — 

Questions 
Baltinglass  Union,  1567 
Carmeen   Dirision — Cootebill    Union — In- 
quiry—Mr. V.  Montgomery,  J.P.  1744 
Edenderry  Union,  King's  County,  30> 

[esM. 


WauuB,  Mr.  S.— cent. 

Ireland — Royal  Irish  Coostabalarjr — QnestioDS 
Constable  Bernard  King,  1573 
Constable  Irwin,  1741,  1743 
Dr.  Madigan,  Medical  OIBoer,  1560 
Supply — Commissioners  of  National  Edaeation 

in  Ireland,  1833 
Criminal  Proseentions,  Ao.  in  Ireland,  933, 

933,  936,  940, 943,  963,  973 
General   Valuation,  *o.    of  Ireland,    350, 

381,  353,  383,  854,  265 
Irish  Land  Commission,  1308 
Local  Government  6oard,dkc.;in  Ireland,  138 
Prisons,  Ireland,  1416 
Report,  1710 
Superannuation  and  Retired  Allowanees  to 

Persons  formerly  Employed  in  tbe  Pnblio 

Serrioe,  1886 

Wallace,  Sir  E.,  LUhwm 

Ireland— Land   Law    Act,    1881— Fair  RenU 
(Sir  Riohard  Wallaee),  1555 

Wabtok,  Mr.  0.  N.,  Bridport 

Army  Estimates— MiseeUaneoos  ESaetiTe  Ser- 

Tioes,  719 
Bristol   Corporation  (Docks    Purchase),    3R. 

Amendt.  841,847 
Burgh  Police  and  Ilealtb  (Soottand),  Cemm. 

988 
Corrupt  Practices  (Suspension  of  Elections), 

3R.  1710  ;  Amendt.  1713 
East  Indian  Unclaimed  Stocks,  3R.  1337 
Great  Western  Railway  and  Bristol  and  Por- 
tiahead  Pier  and  Railway  Companies,  Res. 
Amendt.  849 
Infants,  Comm.  193  :  </.  3,  195,  196.  197,599, 
600 :  cl.  4,  ih. :  el.  8,  603 ;  add.  el.  604  ; 
Motion  for  reporting  Progress,  608,  610; 
Consid.  1014,  1015:  add.  el.  1018.   1024; 
el.  3,  Amondt.  1035,  1338,  1330 ;  3R.  1331 
Ireland— Questions 

Education  Department— Mrs.  Craig— Sligo 

Model  Schools,  1168 
Irish    Land    Commission — Fair    Rents — 
Glebe  Land*  at  Dmmoree,  Co.  Armagh, 
1174 
Sunday  Closing— Arrest*  for  Drunkenness, 
dw.  1565 
Law  and    Police   (Metropolis)— The    Reform 

Demonstration,  42,  309,  409 
Magistrates  (Ireland)  Salaries,  3R.  804 
Metropolitan      Asylums      Board    (Borrowing 

Powers).  3R.  836 
Municipal  Elections  (Corrupt  and  Illegal  Prac> 
tiees).  Consid.  add.  el.  437  :  el.  3.   Amendt 
i39:el.  4,  Amendt.  440,  441,  442.  443,  444  ; 
el.  5,  Amendt.  ib.,  449,  453  ;  el.  7,  Amendt. 
16.:    el.    10,    Amendt.    454.    455:    (/.    13, 
Amendt.  ib.;  el.  13.  Amendt.  456;  el.  16, 
Amendt.  ib. ;  el.  19,  Amendt.  464 ;  cl.   30, 
Amendt.  465  ;  el.  31,  Amendt.  ib. :  el.  34, 
Amendt.  466,   467 :   el.  35,  Amendt.  ib.  ; 
el.  37.  Amendt.  468,  469 
Nary  E>timales-Martial  Uw.  Ac.  778,  779 
Parliament— Pnblie    Bills— Uoprioted    Bills, 
1413 
Public    Business- Procedure  —  House    of 

Lords  Billn,  A33,  535 
Standing  Orders— .\mendmenU,  1316,1347, 
1349 
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Waiitoi»,  Mr.  C.  N, — cont. 

r«rli«mont — Buainris  of  Ihe  Home— Commit- 
leo  of    Supply — Standing  Order  425»,  Roa. 
1371 
Proseoution  of  Offences.  2R.  507 
Public  Works  Loans,  Comm.  cl.  2,  497 
RcTtnoe,  Ac.  3R.  607  :  Amendt.  898  ;  Coram. 

(•/.  H,  1325  ;  Amendt.  1328;  el.  13.  i"4 
Rojnl  Courts  of  .lustice,  Comm.  Amendt.  476 
Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sundajr  (Wales) 

Act— Operation  of  the  Act,  300 
Saving  Banks  Acts  Amendment,  2R.  489 
Summary    Jurisdiction    (Repeal,   Ac.),    Lords 

AmendU.  Consid.  1013 
Supply— British  Museum,  1708 

Rroadmoor  Criminal  Lunatic  Asylum,  541 

Consul.-ir  Services,  1 702 

County  Courts,  378 

Cyprus,  Grant-in-aid,  1708 

Genernl    Valuation,    Ao.  of  Ireland,    23S, 

330 
Local  GoTernment  Board,  Ac.  in  Ireland, 

107 
National  Gallery,  1423,  1424;   Motion    for 

reporting  Progress,  1428 
National  Portrait  Gallery,  Motion   for  re- 
porting Progre.'B,  1429 
Orange  RiTcr  Territory,  1037 
Public  Prosecutor's  Office,  278 
Public  Works  in  Irelnnd,  171,  100 
Reformatory  and  Industrial  Sebools,  Great 

Briuin,630 
Reformatory    and    Industrial    Schools    in 

Ireland,  1420 
Registration   of  Deeds   In    Ireland,    1233, 

1339 
Report,  Amendt.  1639 
Science  and  Art  Department,  Ao.  Motion 

for  reporting  Progess,  580.  687 
Superannuation   and     Retired    Allowances 
to    Persons   formerly    Employed    in    the 
Public  Service,  to.  1881 
Supreme  Court  of  Judicature,  359 
Transit  of  Venus,  1708 
Supreme    Court   of    Judicature     Amendment, 

Comm.  el.  10,  1433;  add.  el.  1434,  1435 
Yorkshire  Re^atries,  Lords  Amendta.  Consid. 
1714 


Watekford,  Marquess  of 

Cholera  Hospitals  (Ireland),  Comm.  1144 
Landed  Estates  (Ireland),  Motion  for  Returns, 

631 
Oyster  Cultivation  (Ireland),  3R,  7,  8 
Poor  Law  Guardians  (Ireland),  3R.  385,  291. 
202,  293 


Waterworks    Rating    Bill 

1  {Mr.    Doddt,    Mr.   Barran,    Mr.   Jackioit,   Mr. 
Xorthoole,  Mr.  Coidinfton) 
e.  Bill  withdrawn  •  July  30  [Bill  1581 

Waterworks  Bating  (Scotland)  Bill 

{Mr.  HtHdtrxm,  Mr.  Buehanati,  Dr.  Cameruu, 
D,.  Wrbilcr.  Jdmirtl  Sir  John  Hay) 
I «.  urn  withdrawn  •  July  30  [BiU  187] 


Watkin,  Sir  E.  W.,  Bylhe 

Army  Estimates — Miaoellaneous  Effeotiro  S«r> 

rices,  683 
Parliament — Standing   Orders — Amendment!, 

1346.  1347,  1348,  1349,  1350 
Parliamentary  Elections- Now  Ileglster,  1750 
Supply— Criminal  Prosecutions,  Ac.  in  Ireland, 

1207 

Wauoo,  Mr.  E.,   Cocktrmoulh 

Bankruptcy    Act,   1883- Civil   Service   Esti- 
mates, 1160 
Supply— Supreme  Court  of  Jadicature,  366 

WATS  AND  MEANS  (^QueHion*) 
InhncI  Rfi'mue  Department — Light  Sovfreiont 

and  UalJ-Sovereigiti,  Questions,  Sir  Eardley 

Wilmot ;  Answers,   Mr.   Courtney  July  39, 

856 
Inland   Rtvenue — The  Income     Tax — A$nu- 

mints    under    Schedule   D,   Question,    Mr. 

Leahy  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Courtney  ,/H/y  31,  1180 

Way»  and  Hfeatu — Inland  Revenue — Car- 
riage Tax 
.\mendt.  on  Committee  of  Supply  July  36,  To 
leave  out  from  "  That,"  add  "  the  Taxes  on 
Carriages  are  exceptional  in  their  character, 
and  injurious  to  trade,  and  should  thereforo 
bo  abolished  "  [Lord  Algernon  Percy)  v., 
605  :  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words, 
Ac. ;  "  after  short  debate,  Question  put  ; 
A.  93,  N.  38  :  M.  68  (D.  L.  183) 

Websteb,  Mr.  J.,  Aberdeen 

Burgh  Police  and  Health  (Seotland),  Comm. 
901 

Wellington  Statue,  The 
Question,  Observations,  Lord  Donman  :  Reply, 
Lord  Sudeley  July  38,  613  ;   Qaestion,  Sir 
Robert  Peel ;    Answer,   Mr.    Shaw  Lafarra 
Awgi,  1870 

Wemyss,  Earl  of 

Army— Ordnance  Department — N«w  Sm>U> 
bore  Rifles,  614,  617 

C.inal  Boats  Act  (1877)  Amendment,  3R.  830  : 
Comm.  1139  ;  cl.  4,  Amendt.  1141 

New  Public  Offices — Designs  for  the  New  Ad- 
miralty and  War  Offices,  1343,  1345,  1737 

Representation  of  the  People  Bill  and  Redis- 
tribution, 1735 

Sheriff  Court  Houses  (Scotland)  Amendment, 
3R.  396 

Stinding  Orders — Labouring  Class  Dwelliogs, 
Motion  for  Printing,  380 

Trade  and  Commerce — Commercial  Agree- 
ments with  Foreign  Coantries,  1148 

Weih,ock,  Lord 

Yorkshire  Registries,  Oomm.  cU  37,  620 

West,  Mr.  H.  W.,  Tpnoieh 
Supply— County  Court*.  371 

Criminal  Prosecutions,  Ao.  343,  318,  318 
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Witt  India  Ittmit    Condtut  of  «  Colo- 
nial Official 
QoMtioni,    Mr.    O'DoddcII  ;    Aaiwen,    Mr. 
ETel^D  A(hl«7  July  81,  1170 

Whitlit,  Mr.  E.,  Liverpool 
Armj  Eitimatei— War  Offloe,  739 
Inland  RsTcnae— Carriage  Tax,  R«t.  S33 
Mwobant  Shipping— The  "  ConwIaUon,"  1109 
Mnnioipal    Eleetioni    (Oormpt    and    Illegal 

PiMtieee),  Coniid. «!.  S,  445,  453 
Parliament — Buiinen  of  the  Home,  44 
ReTenae,  Ae.  3R.  697 
Supply — CoDiolar  Serrioee,  1701 
Supreme   Ooort  of  Jadieatnre    AmendmeDt, 
Comm. «(.  11,  1483, 1483 ;  aid,  eL  i6. 

Wiuxucsoir,  Mr.  S.,  8t.  Andrtvt,  ifo. 
Sopply— General  Talnatlon,  Ao.  of  Ireland,  288 

Wiujs,  Mr.  W.,  Cohheittr 
Parliament — The  lloiue  of  Lorda  and  the  Ke- 

preaentation  of  the  People  Bill,  870 
Sopply — Polioe  in  Conntiei  and  Bonmgha,  Ae. 
417 
Relief  of  General  Gordon— Vote  of  Credit, 
1791 

WiUfOT,  Sir  J.  E.,  Warwiehhire,  8. 
Army  (India)— General  Liit  of  Indian  OfBoera, 
848 

[emt. 


WtucoT,  Sir  J.  E.— «Mil. 
Ireland— Maonfaotorea  and  lodoatriae,  501 
Waya  and  Mntni — Inland  ReTonoe  Department 
—Light  Sorereigns  and  HalMoTereignt,  888 

WiKXABi.KiaH,  Lord 

Private  BUli  (Railways)— New  SUoding  Order, 
Ree.  Amendt  18 

WoDEBorsx,  Mr.  E.  B.,  Bath 

Gibraltar    and    Spain- Expaliion  of  Speaiah 

Snbjeeta,  339 
Snpply— Orange  Rirer  Territory,  Ae.  1074 

Wolff,  Sir  H.  D.,  Porttmouth 
Egypt— Gooferenoe,    840;  Miniaterial  Stat*- 
ment,  1754,  1757 

Wthdham,  Hon.  8.  P.,  Cumhtrland,  W. 
Supply — Poliee  in  Ooontiea  and  Boroogba,  ho. 
481 

Torkahire  Boniabriea  BUI 

{Tk$  Lord  JTmUck) 

I.  Committee  July  38 ,  838  (No.  193) 

Report  •  July  39  (No.  3 19) 

Read  S»  •  Julf  31  (No.  380) 

e.  Lordi  Amendta.  eonaidered,   and   agreed  to 

iiN9  4, 1714 


END  OF  VOLUME  CCXOI.,   AND    EIGHTH  VOLUME  OF 
SESSION   1884. 
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